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BOSTON

THE JOURNEY BEGINS HERE

[image: jpg]

Cycling, Charles River Esplanade | ADAM GLANZMAN/BLOOMBERG/GETTY IMAGES ©

It was easy to fall for Boston, with its handsome Federal and Victorian architecture, its esteemed centers of learning and its Revolutionary spirit. I was smitten even before I moved here. But what sustains this relationship for me is the way the city not only preserves these long-standing traditions, but also continues to add to its history of innovation and progress. The Innovation Trail is an impressive showcase of the city’s prowess in science and technology, but that’s just the beginning. In the 25 years I have lived here, the city has driven social change, rediscovered its waterfront, protected and promoted the offshore islands, evolved into a cycling city, developed a renowned contemporary art scene and transformed neighborhoods. I can’t wait to see what Boston comes up with next.

Mara Vorhees

havetwinswilltravel.com

Mara writes about travel in New England and around the world, often traveling with her 14-year-old twins in tow.
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My favourite experience is cycling along the Charles River, racing the scullers on the water and soaking up the views of skyscrapers, steeples and spires.


WHO GOES WHERE

Our writers and experts choose the places that, for them, define Boston.


[image: jpg]

lobster roll | SONGZHEN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

My favorite Boston places are all about food. As a child, my grandparents would take me to Brookline for corned beef sandwiches and potato pancakes. When I moved to Boston myself, I loved meeting friends for dim sum in Chinatown, eating lobster rolls along the waterfront, and stopping in the North End with my daughters for pastries and fruit-shaped marzipan. What have I always loved best? The city’s delicious diversity.

[image: jpg]

Carolyn B Heller

@CarolynBHeller

A Bostonian for more than 20 years, Carolyn is now based in Vancouver, Canada.






BIRTHPLACE OF A REVOLUTION

Discover why Boston is called the birthplace of the American Revolution. Here, the Sons of Liberty railed against British policies of taxation without representation in vociferous protests like the Boston Tea Party. The city saw the conflict’s first bloodshed in an incident known as the Boston Massacre. In nearby Lexington and Concord, skirmishes turned into a battle that launched a war that would spawn a nation.

[image: jpg]

Massachusetts State House, Freedom Trail | ESKYSTUDIO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Bunker Hill Day

Charlestown commemorates its famous battle with a week of community events, culminating with a festive parade on the Sunday before Bunker Hill Day (June 17).

[image: jpg]

ALEXANDRE TZIRIPOULOFF/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Boston Tea Party Reenactment

On December 16, visitors can watch the spirited debate at the Old South Meeting House or witness the protest at the historic ships.

[image: jpg]
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Patriots’ Day

The start of the Revolutionary War is commemorated on the third Monday in April with historic reenactments, patriotic parades and pancake breakfasts in Boston, Lexington and Concord.



BEST REVOLUTIONARY EXPERIENCES

[image: jpg]

Follow the 1 Freedom Trail to see where history unfolded: where protests were staged, battles were fought and heroes were laid to rest.

Engage in the debates of the day and throw crates of tea into the harbor at the 2 Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum.

See where colonial Minutemen first faced British regulars at the sites and surrounding countryside of the 3 Minute Man National Historical Park.

Admire the impressive collection of Revolutionary-era art at the 4 Museum of Fine Arts, including silver pieces crafted by Paul Revere.

Explore colonial 5 Cambridge to see the Tory stronghold that was appropriated by George Washington and his cohort.








ART ATTACK

In a burst of creative energy, the city’s four major art museums have upgraded their exhibit spaces for contemporary art and expanded programming for local and visiting artists. At the same time, artists have transformed the South End into a vibrant art district, packed with studios and galleries. Best of all, street murals and public art are popping up all over town, as Boston proudly reclaims its place as a city of artistic vision and purpose.

[image: jpg]

Stata Center, Massachusetts Institute of Technology | JORGE SALCEDO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

MassArt

Since 1873, the Massachusetts College of Art – fondly known as MassArt – is the country’s oldest (and only) public art college.
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JAY YUAN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

ArtsBoston

Check ArtsBoston (artsboston.org) for a comprehensive calendar of exhibits and performances, as well as discounted tickets to some events.

[image: jpg]
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Boston Mural Map

Visit the Boston Mural Map to see where artists have created paintings on walls and buildings around the city (boston.gov/departments/arts-and-culture/boston-mural-map).



BEST ART EXPERIENCES

[image: jpg]

Sample world-class museums and the lesser-known venues in the 1 Fenway. So much art, so little time.

Explore the 2 SoWa Art District to browse the galleries and see the artists at work.

Wander around the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and discover the university’s impressive collection of 3 contemporary public art.

Immerse yourself in the high-tech multimedia artworks at the 4 WNDR Museum near Downtown Crossing.

See what’s showing in the galleries at 5 Pao Arts Center, a Chinatown cultural center showcasing Asian American and Pacific Islander artists.








COLLEGE LIFE

No single element has influenced Boston as profoundly as its educational institutions. Aside from the big ones – Harvard, MIT, Boston University (BU) and Boston College (BC) – there are dozens of smaller schools, especially in Fenway-Kenmore. The colleges and universities are a renewable source of creative energy, innovative ideas and local spirit, and the whole city benefits.

[image: jpg]

Beanpot Tournament | CAL SPORT MEDIA/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©

Beanpot Hockey

Boston’s biggest hockey schools – BC, BU, Harvard and Northeastern – battle it out on the ice on two weekends in February.

Collegiate Calendars

Harvard, MIT and other schools have calendars packed with performances, talks and other interesting events that are often open to the public.


BEST COLLEGE EXPERIENCES

[image: jpg]

Wander around 1 Harvard Yard, soak up the history, browse a museum and hang out with the students at the Smith Campus Center.

Be amazed by the scientific research, technological innovation and artistic inquiry on display at the 2 MIT Museum.

Spend an evening stargazing and socializing with astronomers at the 3 Coit Observatory at Boston University.

Hear the musicians of tomorrow perform at the Berklee Performance Center or the 4 New England Conservatory.

Play video games with the MIT brainiacs at 5 Roxy’s Arcade.








FOR FREE

Bostonians pay notoriously high prices for baseball tickets and real estate, but travelers can experience the best of Boston without paying a cent. The city’s many acres of parkland are blissfully free of charge. Also take advantage of historic sites, National Park Service (NPS) walking tours, public art and vast university resources that are free for all.

Free Education

University campuses are treasure troves of art, architecture and learning, and they are (largely) free to explore. Bonus: free performances, museums and events on campus.

[image: jpg]

IAN DAGNALL/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©

National Historical Parks

The NPS operates three historic sites in Boston, including Bunker Hill Monument (pictured), plus one in Cambridge, that are free to visit.

[image: jpg]
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Free Outdoors

From the Esplanade to the Emerald Necklace, from Boston Common to Franklin Park, Boston is replete with green space and fresh air that is free to all.


BEST FREE EXPERIENCES

[image: jpg]

Take advantage of free seasonal guided tours on the 1 Black Heritage Trail led by NPS rangers.

Take an Art & Architecture tour of the 2 Boston Public Library to learn about the building’s design and historic murals.

Jam to free live jazz and blues every night of the week, served with a side of history at 3 Wally’s Cafe.

Go to the end of the 4 Freedom Trail to board the USS Constitution and climb to the top of the Bunker Hill Monument for fabulous views.

Drop into the 5 Harvard Art Museums for three fantastic art collections all in one place and all for free.








BY LAND & BY SEA

Boston is blessed with two glorious shorelines and many miles of open green space, all within city limits. This natural bounty makes for unlimited opportunities to head outside and get moving. The Charles River Esplanade and the Emerald Necklace are the jewels of the city’s parklands, ideal for walking, running and cycling, while Boston Harbor and the Charles River invite kayaking, sailing and even swimming if you don’t mind the frigid temperatures.

[image: jpg]

Charles River Esplanade | JORGE SALCEDO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Water Sports

Boston’s season for water sports is short (April to October; July to September for swimming), and the water is cold (average 68°F in summer).

[image: jpg]

CHRONOS CREATIVE/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Winter Sports

Outdoor ice-skating rinks are an easy way to embrace winter in the city. There are also downhill and cross-country ski facilities nearby.

[image: jpg]
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Day Trips

Boston is full of urban adventures, but even more outdoor challenges are within reach on a day trip, including hiking, rock climbing, dune cruising and bird-watching.



BEST OUTDOOR ACTIVITY EXPERIENCES

[image: jpg]

Follow the 27-mile 1 Walking City Trail – or part of it – to explore Boston on two feet.

Cycle the 2 Charles River Bike Trail to explore Boston on two wheels.

Paddle a kayak or a canoe along the Charles River from Allston to 3 Kendall Square to see Boston and Cambridge from the other side.

Cruise out to the 4 Boston Harbor Islands for beachcombing, bird-watching, hiking, exploring and even camping.

Soak up the sunshine and sea breezes (and the scene) at the 5 city beaches in South Boston.








TANTALIZE YOUR TASTEBUDS

The greater Boston area is the home of the first Thanksgiving and bountiful autumnal harvests. It’s also one of the USA’s seafood capitals. Boston embraces these culinary roots in its thriving ‘locavore’ movement, which highlights the bounty of local waters and rich New England farms. At the same time, the international influences on Boston cuisine cannot be underestimated, most evident in the Italian-flavored North End and Asian-influenced Chinatown.

[image: jpg]

Hanover Street eatery | JOSEPH SOHM/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

The Food Lens

The Food Lens (thefoodlens.com) is packed with reviews of restaurants and bars, with recommendations based on neighborhood, price range, cuisine and even specific dishes.

[image: jpg]
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Eat Local

Download the Eat Local MA app (bostonlocalfood.org/eat-local-ma-app) to find farms, restaurants and markets where you can get your local fix.

[image: jpg]
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Dine Out Boston

For two weeks in March and again in August, Dine Out Boston prompts local restaurants to offer multicourse meals for a (somewhat reduced) fixed price.



BEST EATING & DRINKING EXPERIENCES

[image: jpg]

Indulge in oysters on the half shell, clam chowder, lobster rolls and other seafood specialties in the 1 Seaport District.

Graze your way from cannoli to sfogliatelle (thin, flaky pastries) on a pastry crawl through the North End’s 2 traditional Italian bakeries.

Stop into 3 Time Out Market to sample culinary delights from some of Boston’s most celebrated restaurateurs.

See where famed chef Julia Child lived, shopped and cooked in 4 Cambridge – and maybe get inspired to cook something yourself.

Visit 5 Coolidge Corner for old-fashioned Jewish cooking, from fresh bagels and deli sandwiches to comforting classics like latkes and knishes.








WITH KIDS

Boston is one giant history museum that brings to life the events that launched a nation. Historic sites and museums engage children with costume-clad guides, musket-shooting demonstrations and opportunities for active participation in historic events. When Revolutionary history gets old, Boston offers loads of opportunities for family-friendly entertainment and outdoor exploration.

Art for Kids

Boston’s art museums all offer special programming for families. The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum (pictured) and the Institute of Contemporary Art are free for children under 17.

[image: jpg]
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Transportation for Kids

Children aged 11 and under can ride the T (metro/subway) for free, while kids aged 12 to 17 pay half price.

[image: jpg]

HEIDI BESEN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Music for Kids

The Boston Symphony Orchestra has a rich ‘Youth & Family’ program, with weekend concerts designed specifically to introduce young people to classical music.


BEST EXPERIENCES WITH KIDS

[image: jpg]

Take a serene ride on the swan boats and meet the resident swans in the 1 Public Garden, an only-in-Boston experience.

Climb aboard an antique fire truck or learn about firefighting history at the 2 Boston Fire Museum in the Seaport District.

Enjoy the Cambridge riverside respite at 3 North Point Park for playing, splashing, skating and – best of all – train spotting.

Throw a strike and eat a slice at 4 Sacco’s Bowl Haven in Somerville, a New England tradition since 1935.

Summon your inner archeologist when you explore the urban ruins and hidden haunts of 5 Franklin Park.








UNDER THE RADAR

The main attractions in Boston do not disappoint, but sometimes you want to get away from the crowds and experience something unexpected. For travelers who are willing to take a chance, the city offers unheralded historic sites, offbeat art venues, out-of-the-way outdoor adventures and up-and-coming hot spots.

[image: jpg]

Huntington Theatre, Theater District South | WANGKUN JIA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Go Where the Locals Go

Get off the beaten track (aka the Freedom Trail) and get into Boston’s outer neighborhoods for dining, drinking, entertainment, outdoor adventure and true local atmosphere.

What’s Popping?

Boston keeps things fresh with temporary exhibitions, pop-up attractions and seasonal goings-on. Keep your ear to the ground, because something new and unexpected is always happening.


BEST UNDER-THE-RADAR EXPERIENCES

[image: jpg]

Tour the 1 Folk Americana Roots Hall of Fame for a walk through Boston’s musical history.

Discover the city’s most artful and inventive performance art in the venues of the 2 Theater District South.

Enjoy an artsy urban picnic or a night of fun and games at 3 Hood Park, a blossoming development in Charlestown.

Wander around the beautiful and atmospheric 4 Forest Hills Cemetery for a history lesson, art exhibit and outdoor bliss all in one.

Escape the crowds on the Charles and go paddling or walking along Boston’s other river, the under-explored 5 Mystic.









Perfect Days

Soak up the best of Boston with art, history and plenty of seafood. When the weather allows, seeing the city by boat or by bike is always recommended.


[image: jpg]

Paul Revere statue, Freedom Trail | SEAN PAVONE/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


DAY 1

Beacon Hill & Boston Common

[image: ]Get a free history lesson on one of two Boston National Historical Park walking tours. The Black Heritage Trail traces the history of the abolitionist movement and the Black community that lived and worked in Beacon Hill in the 19th century. Alternatively, the Freedom Trail connects key sites from Boston’s Revolutionary history, starting in Beacon Hill and Downtown.

Lunch Take your pick from dozens of local vendors hawking everything from bagels to bibimbap at Boston Public Market.

North End & West End

[image: ]In the afternoon, the Freedom Trail continues into the North End, where you can visit Paul Revere House and the Old North Church. Stop for a coffee and cannoli break at Caffè Vittoria or Modern Pastry Shop and then cross the river to Charlestown for the end of the Freedom Trail.

Dinner Slurp some oysters or enjoy some other seafood specialty at Neptune Oyster.

North End & West End

[image: ]Move on to the exquisite Liberty Hotel, the former site of the Charles St Jail. After admiring the impressive architectural transformation in the lobby, head downstairs for a drink in the former drunk tank, which now houses the ultracool club and cocktail bar Alibi.





DAY 2

Downtown & Chinatown

[image: ]On a sunny day, book a whale-watching tour to Stellwagen Bank or take a trip out to Georges Island to explore Fort Warren. If the weather (or season) doesn’t allow for a cruise, immerse yourself in the multimedia artworks in the high-tech WNDR Museum. Afterward, stroll along the Rose Kennedy Greenway, stopping to contemplate the public art at Dewey Sq. Continue into Chinatown to see what’s on view at Pao Arts Center.

Lunch Feast on one of Boston’s best lobster rolls from James Hook & Co on the Fort Point Channel or indulge in dim sum at Hei La Moon in Chinatown.

Seaport District

[image: ]Cross the Fort Point Channel into the Seaport District. Your destination is the Institute of Contemporary Art for an afternoon of provocative pieces. Don’t miss the amazing view from the Founders Gallery.

Dinner Get cicchetti (snacks) from Coppa Enoteca or tapas from Toro in the trendy South End.

South End

[image: ]Continue your night on the town in the South End. Hear some down-and-dirty blues at Wally’s Cafe or sip cocktails with the sophisticates at Beehive.




DAY 3

Back Bay

[image: ]Rent a bicycle and spend the morning cycling along the Charles River Esplanade, stopping for scenic views of scullers and sailboats on the way. Depending on how far you go, the route passes the campuses of Boston University, MIT and Harvard University. Ambitious riders can cycle the entire Charles River Bike Trail, stopping at Harvard Sq on the way back.

Lunch Go for nutritious and delicious vegetarian delights from CloverHSQ or Life Alive in Cambridge.

Cambridge

[image: ]While away an afternoon in Harvard Sq, browsing the bookstores and cruising the cafes. Explore the historic university campus and check out one of the excellent university museums if you’re in the mood. Otherwise, head across town to Kendall Sq to walk the Innovation Trail and be wowed at the wonderful MIT Museum.

Dinner Go casual at Naco Taco or classy at Waypoint ($1 oysters for early arrivers).

Cambridge

[image: ]Relish the unique nightlife options in Cambridge. See whatever brilliant or bizarre production is playing at the American Repertory Theater, catch a folk music performance at the storied Club Passim or sample some other only-in-Cambridge nightlife.







WHEN TO GO

In between extreme weather and busy tourist seasons, June and September are sweet spots with lighter crowds and (mostly) pleasant temperatures.


April showers bring May flowers, but what do Mayflowers bring? If you answered ‘Pilgrims,’ you would be partially correct. In Boston, they also bring college graduations, music festivals and many tourists. October is equally beguiling, with fall foliage, a calendar bursting with events and hotels full of travelers. These seasons are delightful in Boston, and the city is packed.

In the hotter months, the students depart, but the summer vacationers arrive and the city is abuzz. June and September are brief shoulder seasons when temperatures are mild and crowds are lighter.

From November to March, days are short and the weather is cold. Boston lures visitors with seasonal festivities and well-heated museums.

Seasonal Bargains

There are no bargains on Boston lodging, but prices drop significantly from November to March. Year-round, major events drive prices sky high, especially Patriots’ Day (April), college graduations (May), Independence Day (July) and fall foliage (October).

[image: jpg]

Old Hancock Building (left) and John Hancock Tower (right) | JORGE SALCEDO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


I LIVE HERE

LUNAR NEW YEAR

Ben Hires is the CEO of the Boston Chinatown Neighborhood Center. @bcncinc

Boston’s Chinatown Lunar New Year celebration is always a highlight of the year. The many lion dances, music and firecrackers attract community members and guests from Boston’s surrounding areas. What makes the event special is the hundreds of families coming into the neighborhood to spend time together, be with friends, and learn more about Chinese culture and heritage.




WEATHER REPORT

Consult the weather beacon atop the old Hancock Building and remember this rhyme:

Steady blue, clear view

Flashing blue, clouds are due

Steady red, rain ahead

Flashing red, snow instead.*

*except in summer, when flashing red means the Red Sox game has been canceled.




BEWARE THE NOR’EASTER

No weather forecast is more dreaded than the Nor’easter, the extratropical storm that blows in from the northeast (especially from November to March), bringing strong winds, heavy rain or snow, and sometimes flooding.

The Main Events


Patriots’ Day On the third Monday in April, history buffs commemorate the start of the American Revolution in Boston, Lexington and Concord. It’s also the day of the Boston Marathon. [image: ] April

Boston Calling A three-day outdoor music festival over Memorial Day weekend in late May, featuring dozens of world-class musical performances at the Harvard Athletic Complex in Allston. [image: ] May

Boston Pride for the People In June, the region’s largest Pride event starts with a parade through the South End and culminates with food and music on the Boston Common, plus a block party at City Hall Plaza. [image: ] June

Independence Day Boston hosts one of the biggest Independence Day bashes in the USA, with a free Boston Pops concert on the Esplanade and a fireworks display that’s televised nationally. [image: ] November


I LIVE HERE

ARNOLD ARBORETUM IN SPRING

Jon Hetman is the Associate Director of External Relations and Communications at the Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University. @arnold_arboretum

The collections at the Arnold Arboretum are like thematic galleries in an outdoor museum of living things. In spring, look for sumptuous colors and stunning floral displays in the magnolia, cherry, crabapple, lilac and rhododendron collections, in particular.



Neighborhood Favorite Festivals


Lunar New Year In January or February, Chinatown lights up with a colorful parade, firecrackers, fireworks and lots of food. The highlight is the traditional lion dances, which fill the streets following the parade. [image: ] January

St Patrick’s Day The large and vocal South Boston Irish community hosts a parade, complete with participation by LGBTIQ+ groups (which were famously banned for 20-plus years). [image: ] March

Italian festivals Throughout July and August, the North End’s religious societies sponsor feasts and processions honoring their patron saints. Major celebrations include the Fisherman’s Feast and St Anthony’s Feast, both in late August. [image: ] August

Boston Carnival On the last weekend in August, Boston’s Caribbean community recreates a Trinidad-style Carnival complete with spectacular costumes, sultry music and spicy cooking. The festival takes place in Franklin Park. [image: ] August

[image: jpg]

Lilac, Arnold Arboretum | DANITA DELIMONT/GETTY IMAGES ©

SPACE SAVING

Street parking is in short supply in Boston during winter ‘snow emergencies.’ Residents often ‘save’ their parking space with a lawn chair or trash can. This is legal! Respect the space saver or risk having your car vandalized. (This is not legal.)

Weather through the Year

[image: ]

JANUARY

Average daytime max: 35ºF

Days of rainfall: 8

[image: ]

FEBRUARY

Average daytime max: 38ºF

Days of rainfall: 7

[image: ]

MARCH

Average daytime max: 45ºF

Days of rainfall: 8

[image: ]

APRIL

Average daytime max: 57ºF

Days of rainfall: 8

[image: ]

MAY

Average daytime max: 67ºF

Days of rainfall: 8

[image: ]

JUNE

Average daytime max: 76ºF

Days of rainfall: 7

[image: ]

JULY

Average daytime max: 82ºF

Days of rainfall: 7

[image: ]

AUGUST

Average daytime max: 80ºF

Days of rainfall: 7

[image: ]

SEPTEMBER

Average daytime max: 73ºF

Days of rainfall: 6

[image: ]

OCTOBER

Average daytime max: 61ºF

Days of rainfall: 7

[image: ]

NOVEMBER

Average daytime max: 50ºF

Days of rainfall: 7

[image: ]

DECEMBER

Average daytime max: 40ºF

Days of rainfall: 8





GET PREPARED
FOR BOSTON

Useful things to load in your bag, your ears and your brain.


[image: jpg]

Ferry trip, Charles River | CL-MEDIEN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Clothes

Walking shoes Boston is a walking city. You are going to be spending a lot of time on your feet, so bring sneakers or other comfy supportive shoes. Your feet will thank you.

Season-appropriate jacket Even in summer, you’re likely to want a sweater or light jacket in the evening. Layer up in other seasons and bring your warmest duds in winter.

Umbrella Because the rumors about the weather are true. You are going to want an umbrella at some point!

Sun hat or sunblock Because the rumors about the weather are true. You are going to want this too!

Smart casual clothing Fancy dress is rarely required, but many restaurants, theaters and especially nightclubs have an unspoken dress code, which is a level up from shorts and T-shirts or sportswear.


Manners

It is not customary to greet strangers in passing (eg on the sidewalk). Bostonians also might not feel like chatting while riding the T (metro/subway) or standing in line. That said, most locals are more than happy to give directions or answer questions if you ask. If someone speaks with a Boston accent in Boston, it’s not news. No need to mock, imitate or even comment.





READ

[image: jpg]

The Boston Girl (Anita Diamant, 2015) Coming-of-age story about a daughter of a Jewish immigrant family in early-20th-century Boston.

[image: jpg]

Boston Noir (Dennis Lehane, 2009) Dark and subversive, these short stories are each set in a different Boston neighborhood.

[image: jpg]

Common Ground (J Anthony Lukas, 1986) Chronicles the lives of three families affected by the integration of schools in the 1970s.

[image: jpg]

Run (Ann Patchett; 2009) A wonderful novel exploring modern family ties across race and class in contemporary Boston.




Words

Boston Common The country’s oldest public park. There’s only one. Please don’t refer to it as ‘the Commons.’

The Garden TD Garden, the sports arena that is home of the Boston Bruins and the Boston Celtics. It might also refer to the historical Boston Garden, which was the teams’ former arena.

Fenway Might refer to Fenway Park the ballpark, Fenway-Kenmore the neighborhood or Fenway the parkway that runs along the southeastern edge of the Back Bay Fens.

The Pike Short for the Massachusetts Turnpike (I-90).

The Pru The Prudential Center.

The T Short for MBTA, used specifically in reference to the metro/subway. The T is never called the metro or the subway.

Eastie East Boston.

Southie South Boston (not to be confused with the South End).

Townie Somebody who has lived in their neighborhood forevah.

Tonic A generic word for a soda, any soda.

Frappe Milkshake.

Packie Short for ‘package store’ where you can buy beer, wine and hard liquor.

Dunks or Dunkies Term of endearment for Dunkin’ (formerly Dunkin’ Donuts).

Honey-dipped Glazed doughnut (what you get at Dunks).

Regular coffee Coffee with cream and sugar (also what you get at Dunks).

How ah yah? Standard friendly greeting.

Wicked A modifier meaning ‘extremely.’ So something might be wicked expensive or wicked pisser.




WATCH

[image: jpg]
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Good Will Hunting (Gus Van Sant, 1997; pictured) Starring Boston boys Matt Damon and Ben Affleck, this classic captures Boston’s clash of class and culture.

The Departed (Martin Scorsese, 2006) This Oscar-winning crime thriller is loosely based on Boston’s infamous Winter Hill Gang.

Spotlight (Tom McCarthy, 2015) Academy Award–winning biopic that follows the investigative journalism team that uncovered the Catholic Church child abuse scandal.

The Verdict (Sidney Lumet, 1982) Paul Newman plays a down-and-out lawyer who takes on the Catholic Church in this acclaimed courtroom drama.




LISTEN

Dream Boston (Huntington Theatre Company; 2020–) A series of short audio performances that envision the future of Boston in creative ways.

HUB History (podcast; 2016–) History buff Jake Sconyers hosts experts who share lesser-known stories from Boston history, from the inspiring to the disturbing.

Boston Found (podcast; 2023–) The Meet Boston Visitors Center hosts conversations with city leaders in business, culture and history.

Boston Confidential (podcast; 2020–) Private investigator Barry Maguire recounts contemporary and historical tales of crime, corruption and creepiness in Boston.







TRIP PLANNER

WALKING THE FREEDOM TRAIL

Summon your inner Paul Revere and follow the redbrick road of the Freedom Trail from the Boston Common to the Bunker Hill Monument. This 2.5-mile walking trail is the best introduction to Revolutionary Boston, tracing the locations of the events that earned this town its status as the ‘Birthplace of the Revolution.’


[image: jpg]

Granary Burying Ground | APHOTOSTORY/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Boston Common

The Freedom Trail kicks off at the 1 Boston Common, the country’s oldest public park and a centerpiece of the city. The 50-acre green is crisscrossed with walking paths and dotted with monuments. Don’t miss the memorial to Robert Gould Shaw and the all-Black 54th Regiment, which fought for the Union in the Civil War.

Massachusetts State House

Overlooking the Boston Common, 2 Massachusetts State House occupies a proud spot atop the city’s last remaining hill – land that was previously part of John Hancock’s cow pasture. Go inside for a free tour of the historic halls and the functioning seat of government.

Park Street Church

The soaring spire of 3 Park Street Church has been an unmistakable landmark since 1809. The church earned the moniker ‘Brimstone Corner’ both for its usage as a gunpowder storage place during the War of 1812 and for its fiery preaching.

Granary Burying Ground

Next to the church, a pair of Egyptian Revival gates open to the 4 Granary Burying Ground. Steeped in history, the serene cemetery is the final resting place of many of the Sons of Liberty, as well as the victims of the Boston Massacre and other historical figures.



WHEN TO GO

Peak periods April to October. Book far in advance, especially on weekends. Crowds may be lighter on weekdays in April and August.

Slow times November through March. Tours may run only on weekends or not at all.

Patriots’ Day On Patriots’ Day weekend (before the third Monday in April), there is a special lantern-lighting ceremony at the Old North Church, as well as the official Boston Patriots’ Day Parade.

Other Special Events The Freedom Trail Foundation (thefreedomtrail.org) offers seasonal tours, such as spooky after-dark lantern-lit tours in October and festive holiday tours in December.



King’s Chapel & Burying Ground

At the corner of School St, the Georgian 5 King’s Chapel overlooks its adjacent burying ground. It is perhaps an odd choice for inclusion on the Freedom Trail since it was founded as an Anglican church in 1688. It does, however, contain a large bell crafted by Paul Revere and the prestigious Governor’s pew, once occupied by George Washington. The attached burying ground is the oldest in the city.

Site of the First Public School

In front of 6 Old City Hall on School St, a plaque commemorates the site of the country’s first public school, founded in 1635. Note the statue of Benjamin Franklin, the school’s most famous dropout. Enter the courtyard to discover some of the school’s distinguished alumni and quirky artwork.

Old Corner Bookstore

The little brick building on the corner of School and Washington Sts is aptly known as the 7 Old Corner Bookstore. In the mid-19th century, it was the home of Ticknor and Fields, an influential publishing house that helped to shape American literature during this golden age.

Old South Meeting House

The 8 Old South Meeting House saw the beginnings of one of the Revolution’s most vociferous protests, the Boston Tea Party. Come off the street and listen to a reenactment of what went down that day.


FREEDOM TRAIL TIMELINE

• 1635 The Puritans establish the first public school in the schoolmaster’s home. Now called the Boston Latin School, it still operates in Fenway.

• 1688 Amid much wrangling with the local leadership, King’s Chapel is founded as the first Anglican congregation in Puritan Boston.

• 1770 The Boston Massacre is the first violent conflict leading up to the Revolutionary War.

• 1773 Angry protesters have a ‘Tea Party’: storming out of the Old South Meeting House, raiding a merchant ship docked nearby and dumping crates of tea overboard.

• April 1775 The sexton hangs two lanterns in the Old North Church to signal the Regulars’ route to Concord. Paul Revere rides from his home on North Sq to warn the patriots about the approaching British soldiers.

• June 1775 The Battle of Bunker Hill inflicts significant damage to British troops, both physically and psychologically.

• July 1776 The Declaration of Independence is read for the first time in Boston, from the balcony of the Old State House.

• 1797 The 44-gun USS Constitution is launched from a Boston shipyard, just in time for victorious battles in the new nation’s first naval wars.

• 1798 Symbolic of the new state, the new Massachusetts State House becomes the seat of government for the Commonwealth.

• 1854 Ticknor and Fields publishes Walden by Henry David Thoreau.




Old State House

Before the Revolution, the seat of the Massachusetts government was the 9 Old State House, a striking redbrick colonial edifice. Inside, you can peruse historic artifacts and listen to firsthand accounts of Revolutionary events. Outside, gaze up at the balcony, where the Declaration of Independence was first read to Bostonians in 1776.
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Boston Massacre Site

In front of the Old State House, the cobblestone circle marks the site of the 10 Boston Massacre, the Revolution’s first violent conflict, in 1770. On March 5, an angry crowd of protesters threw snowballs and rocks at the British soldiers, who eventually fired into the crowd, killing five.

Faneuil Hall

Historic 11 Faneuil Hall was Boston’s original market and public meeting place, built in 1740. Pause to admire the bronze statue of Samuel Adams, who sits astride his horse in Dock Sq, and then ascend to the 2nd-floor hall, where Adams was one of the many orators to speak out against British rule.

Paul Revere House

Cross the Rose Kennedy Greenway and into the North End to charming North Sq, home to 12 Paul Revere for 30 years. Tours of the clapboard house shed light on Revere’s work and family life.

Old North Church

North on Hanover St, Paul Revere Mall contains a photogenic statue of the patriot himself. The park also provides a lovely view of your next destination, 13 Old North Church. Boston’s oldest house of worship, the 1723 church played a crucial role in Revolutionary events.

Copp’s Hill Burying Ground

14 Copp’s Hill Burying Ground contains some of the city’s oldest gravestones and offers grand views across the river to Charlestown.

Charlestown Navy Yard & USS Constitution

Across the Charlestown Bridge is the Charlestown Navy Yard, home of the world’s oldest commissioned warship, the 15 USS Constitution. Board the ship for a tour of the upper decks, where you will learn about its exploits in the country’s earliest naval battles. The Navy Yard also contains a WWII destroyer, USS Cassin Young, as well as the excellent USS Constitution Museum.

Bunker Hill Monument

Narrow streets wind up to the 220ft granite obelisk that is the 16 Bunker Hill Monument. Peek in the nearby museum to see dioramas and artifacts from the momentous battle and then climb 294 steps to the top of the monument to enjoy the panorama of the city, the harbor and beyond.
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A TRUE SON OF LIBERTY

Copp’s Hill Burying Ground contains some 10,000 graves, including prominent Bostonians like Cotton Mather (Puritan minister), Robert Newman (Old North Church sexton), Edmund Hartt (builder of the USS Constitution) and Prince Hall (anti-slavery activist).

Less prominent was local merchant Daniel Malcolm. His epitaph lauds him as ‘a true son of liberty, a friend to the public, an enemy of oppression and one of the foremost in opposing the Revenue Acts on America.’ British soldiers apparently took offense at this claim and used the headstone for target practice, as evident from the bullet marks that still mar the stone. Turns out, Malcolm opposed the Revenue Acts so strongly that he smuggled 60 casks of wine without paying the duty – his only recorded revolutionary act.

The headstones of Malcolm and his wife, Ann, are located near the west end of the cemetery (closer to Snow Hill St).




Best Freedom Trail Tours

National Park Service Audio Tour

For a self-guided tour, download the excellent and free NPS app (nps.gov/thingstodo/walk-the-freedom-trail.htm).

Freedom Trail Foundation

Guides in period costume lead ‘A Walk into History’ and tours of the North End (thefreedomtrail.org).

Hub Town Tours

This intensive 2½-hour tour is the only option that covers all 16 Freedom Trail stops (hubtowntours.com).

Boston by Foot

Offers a truncated version of the Freedom Trail, ‘Boston by Little Feet,’ specially designed for kids aged six to 12 (bostonbyfoot.com).

Ye Olde Tavern Tours

Combines education and libation at 10 historic sites plus three historic pubs (yeoldetaverntours.com).

Photo Walks

See the first 11 Freedom Trail sites, with plenty of time to take pictures and get photography tips (photowalks.com).

Boston Scavenger Hunt

Fun custom-designed scavenger hunts (photowalks.com/boston-scavenger-hunt).





How to… Celebrate Patriots’ Day

An official holiday in Massachusetts, Patriots’ Day commemorates the start of the Revolutionary War. On the third Monday in April, Bay Staters celebrate with historical reenactments, patriotic parades and pancake breakfasts. Events take place in Boston, Lexington, Concord and other nearby communities. The reenactments are spectator events. The participants rehearse at length to get the details historically accurate. All you need to do is show up and observe – no costumes or props required. Advance registration or tickets may be required for some special events.
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Old North Church, Boston

Since 1875, the Old North Church has hosted a lantern-lighting ceremony in the leadup to Patriots’ Day (oldnorth.com). The ceremony features fife and drum music and a reading of the Henry Wadsworth Longfellow poem ‘Paul Revere’s Ride’. This ticketed event is a fundraiser for the Old North Church.

Battle of Lexington

As dawn breaks on Monday morning (5:30am), townsfolk ring the bell in the Old Belfry, sounding the alarm about the impending battle. Reenactors assemble on Battle Green, some decked out in ‘redcoats,’ while others sport the scruffy attire of minutemen, firearms in hand. After a brief explanation of events, participants reenact the fateful confrontation that ignited the American War of Independence. Afterward, spectators and participants disperse to churches and meeting houses to devour stacks of pancakes, courtesy of local community groups. All are welcome!

North Bridge Commemoration

Concordians do not reenact the entire Battle at North Bridge, but a tactical demonstration starts around 8:30am. The ceremony includes plenty of British Regulars and colonial Minutemen wearing period dress and firing ceremonial volleys from 80 muskets. Afterward, musical, military and patriotic groups parade from Concord center to the Old North Bridge and back.

Boston Patriots’ Day Parade

The Boston mayor oversees a flag-raising ceremony at City Hall Plaza at 9am. Paraders march from the plaza to King’s Chapel to lay a wreath at William Dawes’ grave and then to the Granary Burying Ground to do the same at Paul Revere’s grave. The parade continues to the North End and concludes at Paul Revere Mall. From here, reenactors portraying Dawes and Revere embark on their commemorative ride to Lexington.


MINUTE MAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

In addition to the main events on Patriots’ Day, Minute Man National Historical Park has a full schedule of special events throughout the weekend (less crowded and probably more informative). The exact schedule varies from year to year.

Tactical Demonstrations along Battle Road

Witness the drama that continued as the British soldiers retreated to Boston on April 19, 1775.

Historic Houses

Learn about the experiences of civilians on that fateful day.

Battle Road Anniversary Hike

Walk the British regiment’s 4-mile route to Fiske Hill, guided by park rangers and enhanced by musket fire and other ‘living history’ elements. Register in advance (nps.gov/mima).







DINING OUT

You’ll see clam chowder, lobster rolls and grilled fish all over Boston, but the city’s restaurants offer so much more.
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The city once known as ‘the home of the bean and the cod’ – perhaps harking back to the diet of the Puritan settlers – has come a long way. Yes, you can find Boston baked beans if you hunt for them, and seafood houses still serve the mild white fish, but Boston food has evolved.

Seafood sourced from around the region is always popular, whether as a classic chowder, simple grilled fish or in more innovative preparations. Local seafood, meats raised around the region and produce grown nearby now turn up on menus around the city in a variety of contemporary dishes, whether you’re dining in a hip South End eatery or an up-and-coming South Boston bistro.

This increasingly diverse city also has a much more diverse food culture. You can sample Italian food in the North End, soul food in Roxbury, cuisine from across Asia in Chinatown, kosher delis in Brookline, Mexican specialties in East Boston, and a little bit of everything in downtown Boston, Cambridge and Jamaica Plain.

Eating Around the World

Boston’s diverse population means plenty of interesting eating, from ‘red sauce’ Italian-American pastas to cuisines from Haiti, the Philippines and beyond.

While the North End is Boston’s historically Italian district, it’s not all old-school eateries. Look for Italian seafood at restaurants like Neptune Oyster and Daily Catch and inventive Italian-influenced fare around the neighborhood and across the city.


The traditional Cantonese cuisine long popular in Chinatown has evolved to include other Chinese regional cuisines. Whether you’re looking for spicy Lanzhou noodles, Taiwanese oyster omelets or Shanghai soup dumplings, you’ll spot them on menus in Chinatown, Cambridge and suburbs like Quincy. Japanese, Vietnamese and other Asian eateries operate in Chinatown and elsewhere in the city too.

Go to Market

Looking for fresh produce and other local fare? Check out these Boston-area markets.

A short stroll from Quincy Market, Boston Public Market, an indoor nonprofit marketplace, shows off New England food and craft entrepreneurs, many from diverse communities. Vendors sell fresh produce and seafood, along with lots of prepared foods, coffee and locally made art.

You can find discounted produce at Haymarket, an old-school outdoor market that’s one of the oldest public markets in the USA.

For regionally grown fruits and veggies, check out the outdoor farmers markets that operate from spring through fall in different neighborhoods, including Copley Sq, Chinatown, Charlestown, South Boston, Brookline’s Coolidge Corner and several Cambridge locations.

Wicked Good Frappes

Boston is well known for its colorful language, especially when it comes to food. While some of these regionalisms are fading away, you might still hear these wicked cool terms.

Frappe In Boston, a frappe is a cold drink made with milk, syrup and ice cream, while a milkshake is ice cream-free.

Quahog A regional name for a hard-shell clam, pronounced KOW-haag.

Jimmies Chocolate bits to scatter over ice cream, also known as sprinkles.

Tonic Though it’s much rarer these days, some Bostonians use this term for the sparkling, nonalcoholic drink that other regions call soda or pop.


FOOD & DRINK FESTIVALS

Boston Wine & Food Festival The Boston Harbor Hotel hosts a winter series of wine tastings, dinners and other food-focused events from January to March.

Dine Out Boston Try out dining spots across the city during this twice-a-year event (in March and August), when dozens of restaurants offer value-priced menus.

Chowderfest Part of Boston Harborfest, marking Independence Day, when you can try many different chowders.

St Anthony’s Feast Food vendors crowd the North End streets during this August festival honoring both an Italian saint and Italy’s cuisine.

August Moon/Mid-Autumn Festival Sample traditional mooncakes when Chinatown marks this seasonal harvest fest in August.

Boston Seafood Festival This Seaport event celebrates shellfish with oyster-shucking contests, chef demos, music and plenty to eat in September.
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Best Boston Dishes

LOBSTER ROLLS

Lobster meat piled on a bun, usually with mayonnaise but sometimes melted butter.

CLAM CHOWDER

A creamy soup made with clams and potatoes.

FRIED CLAMS

Crispy breaded bivalves, often paired with French fries and coleslaw.

BOSTON BAKED BEANS

White beans slow cooked with salt pork, sweetened with molasses.

PARKER HOUSE ROLLS

These soft buttery rolls are named for the Boston hotel that first baked them.

PIZZA

Rivaling New York or New Haven, Boston’s North End does top-notch pizza.

CANNOLI

A North End bakery staple, these are crisp pastry shells filled with sweet ricotta cream.

BOSTON CREAM PIE

Not a pie but a chocolate-iced yellow cake with a custardy center.







How to… Eat Boston Seafood

How can you make your Boston seafood-eating experience more special? Here are a few tips.
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Oysters at Cocktail Hour

Bostonians like their oysters raw, on ice and with a predinner cocktail, whether a classic martini or something bright and bubbly. A crisp white wine is nice too. Ask for whatever oysters are freshest from Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard, southeastern Massachusetts or elsewhere in the region. Check for happy hour deals that can sometimes bring oysters down to $1 apiece. Besides oysters, raw bar favorites include cherrystone and littleneck clams.

Fried Clams at the Beach

You can eat fried clams in plenty of local restaurants, but there’s something special about digging into a box of local bivalves fried in a crispy breading by the shore – whether you head for Cape Cod, the North Shore, or local beaches in Revere or South Boston.

Lobster Rolls Everywhere

Long-standing seafood spots like James Hook & Co, Yankee Lobster Co and Legal Sea Foods around the city, or Sullivan’s at Castle Island, are popular places for lobster rolls. You’ll find upscale versions at Row 34, Saltie Girl and plenty of other seafooders too. These delectable sandwiches don’t come cheap, and the tariffs can vary with the seasons and the success of the local catch, so check the current prices before placing your order.

Bennies at Brunch

If your weekend favorite is poached eggs on an English muffin slathered with hollandaise sauce, up the ante with a seafood version, layered with lobster meat, smoked salmon or fresh crab. Steamed mussels, lobster macaroni and cheese, and toasts slathered with bluefish pâté turn up on brunch menus as well.

Fish Around the World

Portuguese seafood stew, Italian pasta piled high with shellfish, Cambodian sweet and sour catfish, whole fish grilled Greek style or steamed as in Hong Kong with garlic and ginger – local seafoods turn up in a cornucopia of global cuisines. Don’t neglect diverse eateries from across Cambridge, Allston, Jamaica Plain and beyond when you’re looking for inventive dishes from the sea.


SEAFOOD BY NEIGHBORHOOD

Seaport District

Both classic and contemporary seafood eateries line the streets of this waterfront neighborhood, serving chowder, oysters and more fishy fare.

North End

Several neighborhood spots specialize in Italian-style seafood, from stews brimming with mussels and clams to pasta made from squid ink.

Chinatown

Whole steamed fish are a staple in Hong Kong–inspired restaurants. Classic dim sum offerings include shrimp dumplings, crispy calamari and seafood congee.

South End

Some of the city’s most inventive bistros are located here, where fish and shellfish are highlights on many neighborhood menus.









BAR OPEN

Boston’s Puritanical reputation belies its creative bar scene, from experimental breweries to taste-making cocktail bars.
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You won’t find a wild club scene or late-night after-parties – the bars close early, and the T stops running even earlier. Nonetheless, there’s no denying that Bostonians like to imbibe. While Boston has its fair share of Irish pubs, it also has a dynamic craft beer movement, with more microbreweries opening yearly; a knowledgeable population of wine drinkers (and pourers); and a red-hot cocktail scene, thanks to talented local mixologists. Pick your poison and drink up!

The trendiest bar scenes are in Downtown Boston, the Seaport District and the South End. Fenway-Kenmore and the West End are great for sports bars, while the students hang out in Cambridge, Allston and Brighton. The city’s somewhat limited club scene is mostly located downtown, especially around the Theater District.

If you want to do some extra research on this subject, read up on Boston’s barstool history from colonial taverns to Prohibition-era speakeasies in Stephanie Schorow’s book Drinking Boston: A History of the City and Its Spirits.

The Brew’s the News

Beer was the drink of choice for the Puritans, and Boston has always been first and foremost a beer town. The bar scene was long dominated by Irish bars, dive bars and sports bars – and combinations thereof. Happily, the city’s palate has become more sophisticated (not that we don’t love a dirty dive bar). Beer is still the drink of choice, but now it’s crafted by small, independent brewers using varied techniques and new flavors. It is local craftsmanship at its best.

Beer lovers can check out the Massachusetts Craft Beer Festival in April, featuring 40 breweries from around the state.

Boston is also home to two of the largest craft breweries: Boston Beer Co, creator of Sam Adams, in Jamaica Plain, and Harpoon in South Boston. These two are pushing the boundary on what it means to be a craft beer. (Literally. The Brewers Association changed its definition of ‘craft brewer’ to accommodate increasing production by Boston Beer Co.)

Mix It Up

In 1898, the barkeep at the historic Locke-Ober (now Yvonne’s) invented a cocktail to celebrate the election of West End political boss Martin Lomasney to the state legislature. The drink was dubbed the Ward 8 in tribute to the district that would clinch his victory. A tantalizing blend of whiskey, lemon juice, orange juice and grenadine, it is arguably Boston’s OG cocktail.

In the 21st century, this creative spirit has returned to the Boston bar scene. In this era of craft cocktails, mixologists are raiding their spice racks and harvesting their gardens to come up with all kinds of new concoctions. Bar menus are riddled with new takes on old drinks, as well as completely novel inventions – and it is good.

Best of all, for those who prefer the classics, local bartenders still mix a darn good Ward 8.
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NEED TO KNOW

Tipping

Tip your bartender and your waitstaff! A 20% tip is the norm. Most restaurants and bars pay these hard-working folks well below minimum wage based on the assumption that the bulk of their earnings come directly from the customers.

Closing Times

If New York is the city that never sleeps, Boston might be the city that needs a good eight hours. Liquor laws dictate that alcohol service must end by 2am, but many bars close earlier, especially on school nights.

Nightclubs

Clubs are open from 10pm to 2am, but most of the action goes down after midnight.

Transportation

The T stops running around 1am, so be sure you know how you’re getting home.

Happy Hour

There is none. It’s illegal for bars in Massachusetts to offer free or discounted alcoholic drinks.
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Lonely Planet’s Top Picks

TRILLIUM BREWERY

Boston’s best microbrewery, with top-notch beers and a rooftop bar.

ZAZIBAR

Fancy Caribbean cocktails in the Seaport District.

GRACE BY NIA

There’s live music five nights a week at this chic cocktail lounge.

DELUX CAFE

A beloved dive bar, a vestige of the South End of yesteryear.

BLEACHER BAR

A baseball-themed bar with a view into Fenway Park.

LAMPLIGHTER BREWING CO

A laid-back hangout for beer and board games.

BRICK & MORTAR

Chill out with craft beer and cocktails at this super-cool lounge.

ROXY’S ARCADE

A fun retro arcade and cocktail bar, hidden behind a sandwich shop.







SHOWTIME

For a midsize city, Boston is rich with artistic and cultural offerings. We’re talking not only about the world-class symphony orchestra and top-notch theater and dance companies, but also experimental jazz and indie rock clubs, subversive poetry slams and avant-garde performance art.
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Music

Boston’s musical offerings span the centuries and the genres.

Symphonic & Jazz

Home to the Boston Symphony Orchestra and the New England Conservatory of Music, Boston boasts some of the country’s oldest and most prestigious houses for symphonic experiences. The city also has a thriving jazz scene, starting with the students and faculty of the Berklee College of Music. Berklee feeds local clubs in the South End and Back Bay.

Folk, Rock & Punk

Folk and roots music is still alive and well in Boston, thanks to the venerable Club Passim. The Folk Americana Roots Hall of Fame, housed at the Wang Theatre, plays tribute to this influential genre and the legends who got their start here.

Out of these folksy roots grew Boston’s rock ‘n’ roll scene, launching legends like the J Geils Band, Aerosmith and (of course) Boston. The biggest thing to come out of Boston, musically, was the garage punk sound, embodied by groups like the Modern Lovers, the Cars, Mission of Burma and the Mighty Mighty Bosstones. The unorthodox Dresden Dolls and the iconic Dropkick Murphys have carried on this musical tradition.

Nowadays, the names coming out of Boston are not so big, but the music scene is still vibrant and varied. There’s a slew of smaller grungy clubs in the student areas of Allston/Brighton and Cambridge, along with the larger venues in the Fenway.


Comedy

Boston is a funny place, and we mean funny ha-ha. Conan O’Brien, Jay Leno, Denis Leary and Amy Poehler are all from Boston. The Wilbur Theatre and Laugh Boston are the city’s largest comedy venues, but the local talent is normally found at smaller funny outlets all around town. The Boston Comedy Festival takes place at venues around the city at the end of March.

Theater & Dance

Boston’s Theater District is packed with venues showcasing the city’s opera, dance and dramatic prowess, while more experimental theaters are in Cambridge and the South End (aka Theater District South). The Boston Ballet (bostonballet.org) performs at the Boston Opera House, also in the Theater District. Two opera companies – Boston Lyric Opera (blo.org) and Odyssey Opera (odysseyopera.org) – perform at venues around town.


WHAT’S GOING ON?

Boston Music Intelligencer (classical-scene.com) News and reviews about classical music performers and performances around the city.

Global Arts Live (globalartslive.org) Showcases dance and music performances by artists from around the world. Also organizes the one-day Cambridge Arts River Festival in June.

Jazz Boston! (jazzboston.org) Hosts free concerts and jam sessions, as well as maintaining a calendar of jazz events around the city.

Boston Theater (boston-theater.com) An independent guide to what’s happening on stages all over Boston, including plays, music, opera, comedy and dance. See the ‘ShowBuzz’ section for the latest theater news and review summaries.





	
ENTERTAINMENT BY NEIGHBORHOOD




	
Downtown & Chinatown

	
Boston’s small Theater District is packed with landmark theaters. It has long been a pre-Broadway staging market, so you might just see the next big thing.



	
South End

	This edgy, artsy neighborhood contains a trio of acclaimed independent theaters, thus earning the moniker ‘Theater District South.’ Here, also, are a few great jazz clubs, the last vestiges of a lively Black club scene that thrived in the 1950s and ’60s.


	
Seaport District

	All the development in the Seaport District has included some new cultural venues, including comedy and music clubs. The Institute of Contemporary Art also hosts music and dance performances at its fantastic glass-walled theater.


	
Back Bay

	
Home of the venues associated with the acclaimed Berklee College of Music.


	
Fenway-Kenmore

	
The so-called Avenue of the Arts includes the Boston Symphony Orchestra and the New England Conservatory. Lining Lansdowne St are venues like the House of Blues and MGM Music Hall.


	
Cambridge

	
The city across the river boasts its own rich indy, folk and jazz music scene, which is enhanced by the universities’ many cultural offerings.


	
Streetcar Suburbs

	
Allston-Brighton is hopping with dark, gritty music clubs, while Somerville also has a few cool music and comedy clubs.








TREASURE HUNT

Whether you’re on the hunt for that only-in-Boston souvenir or you just need some retail therapy, Boston has you covered. The city’s shopping venues run the gamut, from high-end shopping malls with international name-brand stores to characterful neighborhood shopping strips lined with mom-and-pops.
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If you’re looking for the former, head to Copley Place or Prudential Center, both in the Back Bay, or Assembly Row in Somerville. If you prefer the latter, read on.

Boston is known for its intellectuals and its arts, so you can bet it’s good for bookstores, art galleries and music shops. The streets are also sprinkled with offbeat boutiques – some carrying vintage treasures and local designers. Besides to-die-for duds, indie shops hawk handmade jewelry, exotic household decorations and arty, quirky gifts. They’re fun to browse, even if you don’t buy.

Pro tip: in Massachusetts, clothing is considered a necessity and therefore exempt (up to $175 per item) from the state’s 6.5% sales tax.

Made in Boston

Boston’s vibrant art scene makes its presence known in local shops, galleries and markets that are dedicated to arts and crafts. High-quality handmade items to shop for include designer clothes, jewelry, colorful ceramics and housewares. Sometimes quirky and clever, sometimes sophisticated and stylish, these locally produced items are hard to classify but easy to appreciate.

The largest variety of locally made goods is available at seasonal markets in the South End, on the Rose Kennedy Greenway and in Harvard Sq. It’s also worth browsing the crafty boutiques in the South End, as well as artist co-op shops in Cambridge and the Back Bay.


Book Nooks

Boston is a city of learning, so it should come as no surprise that Bostonians are readers, and they come out in full force to patronize their local independent bookstores. Someone in Cambridge will be quick to point out that there aren’t as many as there used to be, citing the various establishments that have closed over the years, but, at the moment, neighborhood bookstores are thriving and their numbers are growing. If you’re in the market for a good read, stop into a local shop in downtown Boston, Beacon Hill, Seaport, Brookline, Jamaica Plain or, yes, Cambridge.

Local Food

Some of Boston’s best souvenirs are consumables. Stock up on standard New England favorites such as maple syrup, artisanal cheeses and chocolates, and cranberry anything. In Harvard Sq, Cardullo’s Gourmet Shoppe has a whole section dedicated to tantalizing local products.

Browse North End specialty shops for all things Italian or explore Chinatown for hard-to-find Asian ingredients and medicinal herbs.

If all else fails, you can always take home live lobsters from James Hook & Co.


BEST INDEPENDENT SHOPS

Beacon Hill Books & Cafe (pictured) Five floors of well-stocked bookshelves and beautifully designed rooms.

SoWa Open Market Boston’s biggest and longest-running arts and crafts market.

Ward Maps A quirky collection of historic maps, as well as place-based signs, art and souvenirs.

Cardullo’s Gourmet Shoppe A food lover’s dream, with lots of unusual products and local specialties.

Cambridge Artists Cooperative A central spot for handmade jewelry, pottery, glasswork and more.

Sault New England A thoughtful selection of designer duds and home products, some with a Boston theme.

Wyllo Clothing, accessories and housewares from dozens of female makers.

Tres Gatos A tiny but fantastic selection of books and records, tucked behind a tapas bar.
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SHOPPING BY NEIGHBORHOOD



	
Downtown & Chinatown

	
Downtown is no longer the main shopping district, but shoppers can get their fix at Quincy Market and the seasonal Greenway Artisan Market.



	
Beacon Hill

	
Charles St is Boston’s most charming shopping strip, sprinkled with antique shops and unique boutiques.



	
South End

	
SoWa Arts District is home to Boston’s largest craft market, a vintage market, and plenty of shops and galleries showcasing locally crafted items.



	
Back Bay

	
The city’s most famous shopping strip, Newbury St, is lined with shops and boutiques, some of which have local ownership.



	
Cambridge

	
Not as indie or offbeat as it used to be but still a fun place to browse, especially for music and books.



	
Streetcar Suburbs

	
Brookline and Jamaica Plain have delightful local shopping areas in Coolidge Corner and along Centre St, respectively.






How to… Cycle Boston

Boston has been making vast infrastructure improvements for cyclists, including painting miles of bicycle lanes and implementing an excellent bike-share program. Boston drivers are used to sharing the roads with their two-wheeled friends, but cyclists should always obey traffic rules and ride defensively.
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Off-Road Bike Routes

Boston has an extensive network of interconnected rail trails and other off-road bike paths.

Charles River Bike Trail A paved multiuse path that runs on both sides of the river, from the Charles River Esplanade to Watertown Sq. It’s 17 miles round trip, but bridges along the way allow for shorter loops.

Emerald Necklace Partially paved but mostly packed gravel, the route from Park Dr to the Arnold Arboretum is about 4 miles. It’s possible to connect to the Southwest Corridor for the return trip.

Southwest Corridor This paved trail runs for 4 miles from Back Bay station in the South End to Forest Hills station in Jamaica Plain. It ends near the Arnold Arboretum.

Somerville Community Path A 4.5-mile route across Somerville through Davis Sq. Connect to the Minuteman Bikeway or the Charles River Bike Trail.

Minuteman Bikeway A wonderful 10-mile rail trail from Alewife station in Cambridge to Bedford via Arlington center and Lexington center. It’s accessible from the Somerville Community Path.

Bluebikes

Bluebikes (bluebikes.com) is Boston’s bike-share program. Hundreds of Bluebikes stations are dotted around Boston. Download the app or visit any bicycle kiosk to purchase a pass. You can return the bike to any kiosk that is convenient to your destination. Pay for a one-way trip (30 minutes maximum) or purchase a day pass, which allows for an unlimited number of two-hour bike rides in 24 hours.

Urban AdvenTours

Bluebikes are heavy. If you prefer something swifter or more specialized, rent a bicycle from Urban AdvenTours in the North End. Road bikes, mountain bikes, electric bikes and children’s bikes are all available, in addition to the standard city bikes (hybrids).

Urban AdvenTours also offers highly rated guided bicycle tours, a great option for novice riders. Bicycles, helmets and water are provided.


NEED TO KNOW

Bike Path Courtesy

Ride on the right and pass on the left. When passing, warn other riders and pedestrians by ringing your bell or calling, ‘Passing on your left.’

Rules of the Road

When riding on the road, cyclists are generally required to follow the same rules as cars.

Bikes on the MBTA

You can bring bikes on the T (metro/subway), commuter trains and most buses. Bikes are not allowed on Green Line trains or any trains during rush hour.

Helmets

Helmets are always recommended, but they are legally required for children under age 16.



How to… Cheer on Boston’s Teams

Infamous for their boisterous spirit (to put it kindly), Boston sports fans take the ‘fanatic’ part of their job seriously. This city is crazy about its sports teams. Fortunately, rowdy or belligerent behavior is no longer tolerated at sports venues. Of course, if you’re supporting the opposing team, be prepared for some good-natured ribbing.
   It may be worth waiting to buy tickets until a few days before (or even game day), when prices drop. That said, if the team is having a good season, there are no bargains. Try GameTime (gametime.co), TickPick (tickpick.com) or SeatGeek (seatgeek.com) for last-minute tickets.
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Baseball

Watch the 2005 rom-com Fever Pitch and you’ll get a sense of Bostonians’ passion for the Red Sox. The Curse of the Bambino (the 86-year losing streak), the 2004 World Series victory and subsequent championships – it’s all high drama. And it all takes place at Fenway Park, the nation’s oldest and most storied ballpark. Watching the Sox play at Fenway is a quintessential Boston experience, though not a cheap one.

Football

With six Super Bowl victories since 2002, the New England Patriots are a football dynasty that is much loved at home but detested in other parts of the country. They play in the state-of-the-art Gillette Stadium, about 30 miles southwest of downtown Boston in Foxborough.

Basketball

Wildly successful throughout their history, the Boston Celtics have won more championships (18) than any other NBA team, since bringing home their most recent trophy in 2024. Although that was their first championship in 16 years, the Celts are consistently in the running. From October to April, they play at TD Garden. Tickets are more available for midweek games.

Hockey

One of the original six teams in the National Hockey League, the Boston Bruins have won the Stanley Cup six times, most recently in 2011. They have been consistent contenders ever since. The Bruins play at TD Garden from October to April. You can also see the team practice at Warrior Ice Arena at Boston Landing – no ticket required!


REGATTAS & ROAD RACES

Passions run high around sports – and not only for the professional teams. See (mostly) amateur athletes compete at Boston’s two biggest sporting events.

Boston Marathon

Some 30,000 runners participate in the historic running race in April. It’s a fabulous spectator event. Watch in Wellesley or Newton or fight the crowds closer to the finish line, where the energy is amazing.

Head of the Charles

About 11,000 athletes compete in the Cambridge rowing regatta in October. Spectators line the banks of the river and observe from the six bridges along the route.






BOSTON

THE GUIDE

Chapters in this section are organised by hubs and their surrounding areas. We see the hub as your base in the destination, where you’ll find unique experiences, local insights, insider tips and expert recommendations. It’s also your gateway to the surrounding area, where you’ll see what and how much you can do from there.



Downtown & Chinatown

North End and West End

Beacon Hill & Boston Common

Back Bay

Fenway-Kenmore

South End

Seaport District & South Boston

Charlestown

Cambridge

Streetcar Suburbs

Day Trips from Boston
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“In summer, the Frog Pond is a kids’ splash pad. Around the pond, look for six bronze frogs sculpted by Massachusetts artist David Phillips.” – Carolyn B Heller







NEIGHBORHOODS AT A GLANCE

Find the neighborhoods that tick all your boxes.
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Downtown & Chinatown
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HISTORY, WATERFRONT PARKS AND GOOD EATING

Beyond downtown’s tourist magnets of Faneuil Hall and Quincy Market, explore sights along the Freedom Trail, wander the Greenway and Harborwalk, tap into local music and theater heritage, and sample art and food in Chinatown.
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Boston’s urban heart mixes office towers, its central waterfront and some of the city’s most popular attractions. Faneuil Hall and Quincy Market, redeveloped in the 1970s from colonial-era markets and meeting places, are a short stroll from the harbor, and a section of the Freedom Trail, with historic churches, monuments and other landmarks, winds through downtown.

The 1.5-mile-long Rose Kennedy Greenway replaced an elevated highway that once divided downtown from the waterfront and the North End. This leafy linear park now cuts a serene green swath through the city center, and you can take a stroll before stopping to eat – local food trucks often park here. Another peaceful destination is the harborfront, where you can meander by the sea along the Boston Harborwalk. On nearby Long Wharf, check out the sea creatures at the New England Aquarium or embark on a whale-watching adventure.

Once the city’s shopping hub, the Downtown Crossing district along Washington St still has department stores and smaller boutiques, as well as places for coffee or a quick bite to eat. In the Theater District, centered around Tremont and Boylston Sts, classic theaters host Broadway-bound shows, concerts and other events. The historic Boch Center/Wang Theatre is now home to the Folk Americana Roots Hall of Fame, a small museum showcasing the region’s musical heritage, while the high-tech multimedia WNDR Museum offers an oh-so-cool immersive art experience.

Bordering the Theater District, Chinatown has long been a popular destination for Asian dining, with options ranging from regional Chinese and Vietnamese to Japanese and more. With vibrant murals and the Pao Arts Center, an art space and cultural community, it’s worth checking out for its arts and events as well.
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DON’T MISS…

Faneuil Hall & Boston Slavery Exhibit

America’s ‘Cradle of Liberty’ houses an exhibition exploring Boston’s role in the slave trade.

Rose Kennedy Greenway

Downtown’s linear green space, with gardens, food trucks and all sorts of special events.

Boston Harborwalk

A harbor-hugging walkway that offers city, ocean and airport views.

New England Aquarium Whale Watch

Spot humpbacks and other sea life as you cruise to Stellwagen Bank.

Folk Americana Roots Hall of Fame

Learn about local music heritage inside a majestic early-20th-century theater.

Eating in Chinatown

Restaurants satisfy cravings for dim sum, spicy noodles from Western China and other Asian treats.





TOP TIP

Heading to Chinatown? The MBTA Chinatown station on the Orange Line is, naturally, convenient for getting to the neighborhood, but Boylston (Green Line), South Station (Red Line) and Downtown Crossing (Red and Orange Lines) are nearby as well.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 Boston Slavery Exhibit

2 Faneuil Hall

3 Quincy Market

4 Rose Kennedy Greenway

SIGHTS

5 Boston Bricks

6 Boston Irish Famine Memorial

7 Boston Massacre Site

8 Dewey Square Parks

9 Greenway Carousel

10 King’s Chapel & Burying Ground

11 Labyrinth

12 New England Aquarium

13 New England Holocaust Memorial

14 North Canal Fountain

15 Old City Hall

16 Old Corner Bookstore

17 Old South Meeting House

18 Old State House

19 Rings Fountain

20 South Canal Fountain

21 Steaming Kettle

22 WNDR Museum

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

23 Boston City Cruises

24 City Experiences

25 Liberty Fleet

26 New England Aquarium Whale Watch Cruise

SLEEPING

27 Dagny Boston

28 Godfrey Hotel

29 Harborside Inn

30 Langham Hotel

EATING

31 Bakey

32 Boston Public Market

33 Chacarero

34 Gene’s Flatbread Cafe

35 Haley Henry

36 High Street Place

37 James Hook & Co

38 Lineup

39 Pinoy Kabayan Restaurant

Ruka Resto Bar (see 28 )

40 Trade

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

41 George Howell Coffee

42 Phin Coffee House

43 Sip Cafe

44 The Well

45 Tradesman Coffee

46 Trillium Beer Garden

ENTERTAINMENT

47 Boston Pizza Festival

48 Boston Portuguese Festival

49 Boston Wine & Food Festival

50 Citizens Bank Opera House

51 Opera House

SHOPPING

52 Brattle Book Shop

INFORMATION

53 Boston Harbor Islands Welcome Center

National Park Service Visitor Center (see 2)




Quincy Market

A long-popular food hall

In 1826, a new market was constructed behind Faneuil Hall, named for Mayor Josiah Quincy. The North Market and South Market buildings on either side of Quincy Market were completed the following year and together comprise the insanely popular complex of shops and food stalls known collectively since the 1970s as Faneuil Hall Marketplace. Though you may find better food elsewhere, you can grab a quick bite at the touristy eateries and food stands selling everything from chowder to tacos and ice cream.
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Boston Slavery Exhibit

Illuminating lives lived in slavery

On Faneuil Hall’s lower level, the Boston Slavery Exhibit confronts the city’s role in the slave economy, beginning in the 1620s when the English enslaved Native American people. In 1638, the first ship transporting enslaved Africans docked in Boston, and by the 1760s, more than 17,000 enslaved Black people had arrived in New England. The exhibits share stories of enslaved people and their lives in the Boston area.

Peter Faneuil, for whom the hall is named, was a wealthy merchant who profited from the slave trade. His slavery connections have triggered a city initiative to rename the hall, which is still being debated.

Faneuil Hall

America’s ‘Cradle of Liberty’

Though its name became synonymous with the surrounding touristy marketplace, Faneuil Hall has been a public meeting space since its construction in 1742. Its lower level was a meat and produce market, and the Great Hall upstairs became Boston’s first town hall, where protests against British taxes in the mid-1700s helped launch the independence movement, earning Faneuil Hall its moniker as America’s ‘Cradle of Liberty.’

Throughout the 1800s, after architect Charles Bulfinch expanded the structure, Faneuil Hall continued hosting anti-slavery rallies, women’s suffrage gatherings and other public meetings, a role it still plays today.

Staff at the National Park Service Visitor Center, amid souvenir stalls on the building’s 1st floor, can tell you more about its history, and you can visit the Great Hall.
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Rose Kennedy Greenway

Downtown’s leafy linear park

A multilane elevated highway once separated downtown Boston from its scenic waterfront. Fortunately, when the roadway was relocated underground during the decades-long ‘Big Dig’ project, the Rose Kennedy Greenway replaced the traffic-clogged expressway. Named for the mother of the 35th US president, John F Kennedy, this 1.5-mile linear park weaves a green, garden-filled path from Chinatown to the North End.

Along the Greenway are pollinator gardens, food trucks, beehives and an evolving array of public art. The triangular North Meadow is a green pocket marking the Greenway’s northern end, and water features like the North Canal Fountain, South Canal Fountain and playful Rings Fountain provide places to cool off on summer days. Kids make a beeline for the hand-carved sea turtles, peregrine falcons and other creatures on the Greenway Carousel, while a more meditative experience is to walk the Labyrinth in the Armenian Heritage Park. If you’re thinking about an excursion to the Boston Harbor Islands, stop by the Boston Harbor Islands Welcome Center on the Greenway for information about the island park.

Food trucks often park at Dewey Square, where the Boston Public Market organizes a seasonal farmers market. Trillium Beer Garden is another summer attraction, serving the craft brewer’s drafts where Atlantic Ave meets High St. Check the Greenway website (rosekennedygreenway.org) for events throughout the year from the annual Boston Local Food Festival to the Winter Sauna Village.


WHO WAS ROSE KENNEDY?

The Greenway honors Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy, philanthropist, political influencer and arguably Boston’s most famous matriarch. With her husband, Joseph P Kennedy, Rose raised a brood of high-achieving offspring. Their nine children included former US President John F Kennedy, US Attorney General Robert F Kennedy, Massachusetts Senator Edward ‘Ted’ M Kennedy, US Ambassador to Ireland Jean Kennedy Smith and Special Olympics founder Eunice Kennedy Shriver. Born in the North End in 1890, Rose Kennedy died at the family’s Cape Cod home in 1995 at age 104.
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MORE IN DOWNTOWN & CHINATOWN

Follow the Freedom Trail

Walk through Boston’s history

Starting at Boston Common, the Freedom Trail takes you through the city center, with stops at several downtown sites that explore the history of pre- and post-Revolution Boston, before continuing into the North End.

From Park Street Church, Tremont St leads to King’s Chapel & Burying Ground. Established in 1686 as New England’s first Anglican church, the current Georgian-style stone King’s Chapel was constructed in 1754 and still holds services today. The largest bell that Revere & Son, run by Paul Revere and his son Joseph Warren Revere, ever crafted was installed in the belfry in 1816. Check the church website (kings-chapel.org/daily-tour-offerings.html) for details about the Bells & Bones tour of the bell tower and crypt. Mary Chilton, who may have been the first woman to disembark from the Mayflower, and John Winthrop, the first governor of Massachusetts, are among those interred in the adjacent cemetery, Boston’s oldest burial ground. The church is planning to create a Memorial to Enslaved Persons, recognizing that past members and ministers of the chapel enslaved more than 200 people.

Need a snack? Two notable Boston baked goods, Parker House rolls and Boston cream pie, were created opposite King’s Chapel at the Parker House (now the Omni Parker House). A group of 19th-century intellectuals also met in the hotel, including Ralph Waldo Emerson, Nathaniel Hawthorne and Oliver Wendell Holmes, among others.

A mosaic and a statue of Benjamin Franklin mark the site of the first public school in the USA. The Boston Latin School, which Franklin attended, was founded in 1635 (it’s now located in the Fenway neighborhood). These landmarks stand in front of Old City Hall, the French Second Empire structure where 38 Boston mayors worked; it’s an office building today.

Puritans built the Old South Meeting House in 1729 as a place of worship and a space for community meetings. The building, once the city’s largest, evolved into a center for public debates, and Bostonians had fiery arguments here about the Boston Massacre in 1770 and the Tea Act in 1773. The December 1773 meeting incited the colonists to march to the harbor for the now legendary Boston Tea Party. Debates over the decades have ranged from ending slavery to the limits of free speech, and both the Ku Klux Klan and birth control activist Margaret Sanger have been prevented from speaking here. Exhibits throughout the restored building recount its history, and a self-guided audio tour brings you into some of the momentous meetings. If you’re also visiting the Old State House, buying a combination ticket for the two buildings gives you a small discount.

The 1778 Old Corner Bookstore (in a building that now houses a fast-food restaurant) was once the base for Ticknor and Fields, the company that published Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter and Henry David Thoreau’s Walden, among many other titles.

The oldest standing public building in Boston, the Old State House, dates from 1713, serving as the seat of local government. Its place in history was secured on July 18, 1776, when the Declaration of Independence was first read from its balcony. Today, its exhibits document events leading up to the American Revolution and the development of federal and state governments. The Massachusetts state constitution was crafted here in 1780, now the oldest written working constitution in the world. Other exhibits illustrate how women, Black people, Indigenous people and others petitioned for their rights.

In front of the Old State House, a circle of stones marks the Boston Massacre Site, where British soldiers shot and killed five colonists on March 5, 1770, including Crispus Attucks, a sailor of mixed Indigenous and African heritage. The victims are buried in the Granary Burying Ground. The Freedom Trail’s next stop is Faneuil Hall, the last downtown attraction along this redbrick line before it continues into the North End.
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FREEDOM TRAIL EXPERIENCES

Freedom Trail Foundation

Costumed guides lead ‘Walk Into History’ Freedom Trail tours, plus walks highlighting Black patriots and Revolutionary women.

Boston National Historical Park

The National Park Service offers Freedom Trail tours and historical programs, including a reenactment of the 1783 Women’s Tea Party suffrage meeting.

Revolutionary Spaces

The organization managing the Old South Meetinghouse and Old State House runs a Massacre and Memory Tour, comparing events before the Boston Massacre with contemporary parallels, including school segregation.



Eating in Downtown: Our Picks

Haley Henry Pair a glass or flight with tinned fish or charcuterie at this LGBTIQ-friendly wine bar. 3-11pm Tue-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat $$

James Hook & Co The lobster out front is the clue to the specialty at this old-school seafood shack. 10am-4pm Sun-Thu, to 5pm Fri & Sat $$$

Ruka Resto Bar Sample the Peruvian-Asian small plates in this tropical downtown lounge. 5-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat $$$

Trade Mediterranean spot turns out ‘pizzettes,’ vegetable-forward mezze and grilled proteins. 11:30am-10pm Tue-Thu, to 11pm Fri, 4-11pm Sat $$$


BOSTON’S COFFEE CONNECTION

If you’ve had a Starbucks frappuccino, thank a Boston coffee entrepreneur. In 1975, George Howell opened a Harvard Sq cafe called The Coffee Connection. After Howell tasted an iced cappuccino in Seattle, he brought the idea back to his own business, which created a version of this sweet blended beverage. Inspired by the Bostonian term, frappe, for an ice cream-filled milkshake, his company dubbed it a frappuccino.

Howell grew the Coffee Connection to 24 stores before selling the business and its trademarked drinks to Starbucks in 1994. But Howell wasn’t done with coffee. He started a new venture, George Howell Coffee, with locations in the Godfrey Hotel and Boston Public Market downtown.



Drinking in Downtown: Coffee Break

Phin Coffee House The Vietnamese coffee is an excellent pick-me-up, paired with banh mi or muffins. 7am-6pm Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm Sun

Sip Cafe A greenhouse-like space for caffeine set in downtown’s Norman B Leventhal Park. 6:30am-8pm Mon-Wed, to 9pm Thu & Fri

Tradesman Coffee This cafe has ample space to work or relax over coffee or cocktails. cafe 7am-5pm daily, cocktails 3-8pm Mon-Thu

The Well ‘Coffee, love, community’ is the slogan for this cheerful nonprofit coffeehouse along the Freedom Trail. 7am-5pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat

Downtown’s Many Memorials

Remembrances of the past

As you’re walking the Freedom Trail or exploring downtown, take note of several memorials that recall events more recent than the American Revolution.

Crafted by sculptor Robert Shure, the Boston Irish Famine Memorial is across the street from the Old South Meeting House. The bronze work commemorates both the victims of An Gorta Mór, Ireland’s ‘Great Hunger’ in the mid-1800s, and the struggles of Irish immigrants to make a new home in Boston.

Near Faneuil Hall and Quincy Market, pause at the New England Holocaust Memorial, dedicated in 1995, which remembers the six million Jews and others killed during the Holocaust and honors those who survived its horrors. The design features six illuminated glass towers, each more than 50ft tall. Each pillar is engraved with six million numbers, recalling the numbers tattooed on victims’ arms, as well as quotes from survivors’ stories. Scan the QR codes for an audio guide that explains more about the memorial itself and the events that it marks.

A more whimsical sculpture once hung above the door of the Oriental Tea Company. Crafted in 1873, the Steaming Kettle – a golden teapot – was relocated from its original location in the 1960s during the ‘urban renewal’ period, when many of the Government Center buildings were constructed. It now hangs outside 63–65 Court St, above – what else? – a Starbucks.

Along the Waterfront

Oceanside wandering and fish-focused education

While the Rose Kennedy Greenway offers a plant-filled park to stroll through downtown, the 43-mile Boston Harborwalk hugs the waterfront, starting in Dorchester to the south and making its meandering way through South Boston, the Seaport District, the downtown waterfront, the North End, Charlestown and parts of East Boston. The Seaport District section offers expansive views of the city skyline, while downtown the path winds around office and residential towers, along the wharves and past the marina, with vistas to Logan Airport. Look for public art too, including David von Schlegell’s angular steel sculpture, Untitled Landscape, set behind Harbor Towers.

Detour off the Harborwalk to the New England Aquarium, which highlights marine life from around the region and across the globe. A circular walkway climbing through the building surrounds the four-story Giant Ocean Tank, a Caribbean coral reef environment teeming with vibrant tropical fish. The aquarium houses penguins, sea lions, a giant octopus and more, as well as hands-on exhibits, including the Shark and Ray Touch Tank. Look for exhibits about marine conservation efforts and sustainable seafood in the region too. Adjacent to the main aquarium building, the Simons Theatre shows 3D movies on a screen that’s nearly five stories tall. The aquarium packs a lot into a small space; for slightly smaller crowds, avoid visiting on weekends or holidays.
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BOSTON BRICKS

Duck into an alley near Downtown Crossing and look down. In between the bricks that line the pathway are dozens of small bronze reliefs of Boston sights and historical events. The inlays commemorate the swan boats, the Great Fire of 1872, the Underground Railroad, lobster, a roll call of local newspapers, the first subway and other urban artifacts.

Artists Kate Burke and Gregg Lefevre crafted this public art piece, Boston Bricks: A Celebration of Boston’s Past and Present, installed in 1985 along Winthrop La, between Arch and Otis Sts. It has dozens of intricate bronze works, and it’s worth taking time to find it – even if you don’t normally loiter in an alley.



Eating in Downtown: Quick Bites

Bakey Follow Tremont St for freshly baked babka (sweet bread swirled with chocolate, cinnamon or nuts). 7am-6pm $

Pinoy Kabayan Restaurant Homestyle Filipino fare is served cafeteria style at this friendly family-run eatery. 11:30am-7pm Mon-Sat $

Gene’s Flatbread Cafe This tiny spot specializes in meat-filled flatbreads and hand-pulled noodles. 11:30am-6:30pm Mon-Sat $

Chacarero Chilean sandwiches on bread baked daily layered with cheese, tomatoes, avocado spread and green beans. 11am-3pm Mon-Fri $


More Experiences Afloat

Want a more active water adventure? Go for a paddle with Paddle Boston, which has locations in Allston and Cambridge’s Kendall Sq, or Community Boating, on the Charles River at the base of Beacon Hill.




BEST WAYS TO GET ON THE WATER

New England Aquarium Whale Watch

Journey to Stellwagen Bank, a rich breeding ground for whales, dolphins and marine birds.

Liberty Fleet

Set sail around Boston Harbor on the Liberty Star, a gorgeous, gaff-rigged schooner from the Age of Sail.

Boston City Cruises

If you feel the need for speed, climb aboard Codzilla with Boston City Cruises for a wild ride.

City Experiences

Luxury liners like Odyssey and Spirit of Boston offer dinner, dancing and gorgeous skyline views.



Eating in Downtown: Best Food Halls & Food Trucks

Boston Public Market Food and craft entrepreneurs, many from diverse communities, staff this marketplace. hours vary $

High Street Place A buzzing food hall serving up sandwiches, coffee, cocktails and more. 7am-9pm Mon-Wed, to 11pm Thu & Fri, 9am-11pm Sat $

Lineup A vibrant Chihuly sculpture adds luster to this small Winthrop Center food court, drawing downtown office denizens. 11am-4pm $

Dewey Square Food Trucks Food trucks park opposite South Station on the Rose Kennedy Greenway during the warmer months. hours vary $
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SIGHTS

1 Auntie Kay & Uncle Frank Chin Park

2 Chinatown Gate

3 Folk Americana Roots Hall of Fame

4 Mary Soo Hoo Park

5 Pao Arts Center

6 Ping On Alley

SLEEPING

7 HI Boston Hostel

EATING

8 Bao Bao Bakery

9 Dumpling King

Egg Puff Lady (see 9 )

10 Empire Garden

11 Hei La Moon

12 Somenya

13 Tora Japanese Restaurant

14 Zhi Wei Cafe

ENTERTAINMENT

15 Boch Center

16 Charles Playhouse

17 Emerson Colonial Theatre




Art & Culture in Chinatown

More than delicious dining

Flanked by two marble lions, the Chinatown Gate marks the entrance to Boston’s historically Chinese district, a neighborhood that still retains much of its cultural identity. Chinese immigrants began arriving in Boston in the 1870s, settling in the South Cove area between the city center and the South End, where Irish, Syrian, Jewish, Italian and other immigrants also lived.

As in many North American cities, most of the Chinese who arrived in the late 1800s were men, primarily laborers whose goal was to send money home to their families. Some of these early migrants pitched their tents in Ping On Alley, a narrow lane off Essex St. As late as the 1950s, this alleyway had a communal roasting oven used by residents and neighborhood restaurants.

In the second half of the 20th century, the community became more family-oriented, and women began opening businesses in Chinatown. However, the construction of the Central Artery (Hwy 93) and the Massachusetts Turnpike appropriated neighborhood land, displacing several hundred families. While the original immigrants came from southern China, today the neighborhood includes people with roots from across China, Vietnam and Cambodia.

A hub for Chinatown arts, Pao Arts Center opened in 2017 with the mission to celebrate Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) culture and draw the Chinatown and greater Boston community together. The facility includes an art gallery that typically mounts four exhibits a year, highlighting works by artists across the Asian diaspora. Its theater puts on several productions most years, and center staff organize or participate in Chinatown festivals, including Lunar New Year, August Moon/Mid-Autumn Festival and the Experience Chinatown fall art events.

Located on Albany St at Chinatown’s edge, the Pao Arts Center occupies ‘Parcel 24,’ where Chinese and Syrian families once lived in a block of row houses. During the construction of the Massachusetts Turnpike in the 1960s, the city of Boston destroyed these homes and cut into the overall area that Chinatown occupied. Years later, the ‘Big Dig’ project created the Rose Kennedy Greenway and opened new land to build again. Part of a residential mixed-income development, the center overlooks the highway that once displaced neighborhood families.

When you need a rest from your Chinatown wanderings, head for Auntie Kay & Uncle Frank Chin Park. Honoring local community advocates, this urban park at the Chinatown end of the Rose Kennedy Greenway has a playground for kids and public artworks for all. A pocket park adjacent to the Chinatown Gate, Mary Soo Hoo Park, is another popular gathering spot for residents. It’s named for Chinatown activist Mary Soo Hoo, the first woman to open a hair salon in Chinatown.
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CHINATOWN RESOURCES

Chinatown Main Street

The website (chinatownmainstreet.org) of this nonprofit organization promoting business and cultural development has an extensive listing of Chinatown businesses.

Chinatown Project

Check Instagram for community event information (instagram.com/chinatown.project).

Boston Chinatown Tours

Jacqueline Church (jacquelinechurch.com) leads guided Chinatown tours.

Art Walk Project

Multidisciplinary artist Julia Swanson created art-oriented maps of several Boston neighborhoods, including Chinatown, that can help you explore local public art (theartwalkproject.com).



Eating in Chinatown: Our Picks

Hei La Moon A top choice for dim sum, from shrimp har gow (dumplings) to custardy egg tarts. 11am-8pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun $

Empire Garden Traditional dim sum stars at this Cantonese eatery inside a former theater. 8:30am-9:30pm Sun-Thu, to 10:30pm Fri & Sat $

Dumpling King This takeout stall in the minuscule Avana Mall serves one thing – dumplings – and they’re delicious. 10am-6pm $

Egg Puff Lady Visit this Avana Mall food cart for the bubble waffles known as ‘egg puffs.’ 11am-8pm $

Bao Bao Bakery Pick up Asian pastries from pineapple buns to scallion braids. 8am-8pm Mon-Wed, to 9pm Thu-Sun $

Zhi Wei Cafe Lanzhou-style beef noodle soup is the specialty of this modern eatery. 11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat, noon-9pm Sun $$

Somenya With or without soup, house-made soba and udon are highlights at this serene Japanese noodle shop. noon-10pm $$

Tora Japanese Restaurant Sit around the counter for kaisen don (rice bowls layered with fresh fish). 11am-10pm Mon-Sat, to 9:30pm Sun $$$


FESTIVALS

First Night

On New Year’s Eve, the city welcomes the new year with music, comedy shows, ice sculptures, a parade and midnight fireworks over the harbor.

Lunar New Year

A lion dance parade through Chinatown is a highlight of this annual neighborhood festival.

Boston Harborfest

One of the largest Independence Day celebrations in the US, the weeklong Harborfest includes concerts and fireworks.



Theatrical Boston

Grand auditoriums, music heritage and immersive art

In 1925, the majestic Metropolitan Theater opened on Tremont St, just south of Stuart St, in the area becoming known as Boston’s Theater District. With marble floors, ornate columns and a soaring lobby ceiling bedecked with sparkling chandeliers, this elegant structure initially showed movies, with tickets starting at 35 cents, gradually expanding its repertoire with vaudeville shows and choir and organ concerts.

Its era as a movie palace continued into the 1960s, when its name was changed to the Music Hall, and the theater became the resident stage for the newly formed Boston Ballet. It played host to rock concerts through the ’60s and ’70s as well. In the 1980s, after a multimillion-dollar donation from tech entrepreneur An Wang, the theater was renovated and rechristened the Wang Center for the Performing Arts.

Today, the nonprofit Boch Center manages both the Wang Theatre, the adjacent 1910 Shubert Theatre and the Folk Americana Roots Hall of Fame (FARHOF), a museum that shows off the region’s musical heritage. Both the Wang and Shubert Theatres host a mix of musicals, concerts and other productions.

To explore the theaters and the Folk Americana Roots Hall of Fame, book a tour through the FARHOF website (folkamericanarootshalloffame.org). On these 1½-hour guided experiences, you walk through the Wang Theatre, learning about its history, and then have time to see the exhibits in the hall of fame, which include details about many of the legendary actors and musicians who’ve been on stage, an exhibition about Boston’s music history, a collection of eclectic guitars and changing temporary shows.

The nearby WNDR Museum is as up-to-the-minute as the Boch Center is classic, a high-tech immersive art experience where you can interact with the artworks, which incorporate touch, sight and other senses. One of the most dramatic works is a multimedia meditation on the concept of infinity, titled Let’s Survive Forever, created by Japanese avant-garde artist Yayoi Kusama. Artists from New England created many of the other pieces in the museum, which also has locations in Chicago and San Diego.

For theater and music fans, see what’s on stage at other performance spaces in the neighborhood, including the Emerson Colonial Theatre (the city’s oldest continuously operating theater), Citizens Bank Opera House and the Charles Playhouse. Also check out ArtsEmerson (artsemerson.org), the performance and production arm of Emerson College, which presents plays and other events in several local venues.

If your artistic inclinations are more literary than theatrical, duck onto West St between Tremont and Washington Sts to find the Brattle Book Shop, which is among the oldest antiquarian bookstores in the USA. Beyond the several floors of volumes inside, you can browse racks of books in the adjacent alley. In 1842, Elizabeth Peabody, Boston’s first female publisher, opened a bookshop next door, which became a meeting place for the Transcendentalists and other 19th-century intellectuals.
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TIPS FOR EXPLORING CHINATOWN

[image: jpg]

Cynthia Woo, Director of the Pao Arts Center, says, ‘There’s more to Asian identity than traditional lion dances.’ She shares suggestions for understanding more about Boston’s Chinatown.

Festivals & Events

Every fall, Experience Chinatown organizes a mural festival and hosts performances by contemporary AAPI performers. Check the Pao Arts Center website (paoartscenter.org) for details about this festival, as well as other upcoming musical performances, gallery shows and arts events year-round.

Architecture

Walk through Chinatown, looking at old and new buildings to see how the architecture reflects the changes that have come to the area.

Art

Check out neighborhood murals, including Where We Belong, which artist Ponnapa Prakkamaku painted around 79 Essex St.




FOODIE FESTS

Boston Wine & Food Festival

The Boston Harbor Hotel hosts this series of wine tastings, dinners and other foodie events from January through March.

Dine Out Boston

Restaurants across the city offer two weeks of value-priced menus in March and August.

Boston Portuguese Festival

At City Hall Plaza, this June event celebrates the food and culture of Portugal.

Boston Pizza Festival

City Hall Plaza is also the setting for this June weekend of pizza tasting.








North End & West End
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DIVERSE HISTORIES AND ITALIAN FOOD

The North End takes you from the history of the American Revolution to classic Italian cuisine, while the West End is a hub for sports, diverse community history and medical innovation.


[image: jpg]

TD Garden and downtown views | FELIX MIZIOZNIKOV/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Boston’s North End and West End have their modern roots as immigrant communities, but these adjacent neighborhoods have evolved in disparate ways.

Beginning in the 1600s, the Puritans settled in the North End, and this waterfront district bordering downtown retains relics of Boston’s colonial era. The Freedom Trail stops at Paul Revere House, home of the legendary patriot who warned of the British troops’ impending arrival in 1775; the Old North Church, Boston’s oldest; and Copp’s Hill Burying Ground, the largest cemetery in colonial Boston, established in 1659.

Following waves of European immigration throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries, the North End was primarily an Italian community by 1930. With its numerous restaurants, cafes and groceries, the city’s ‘Little Italy’ preserves its Italian flavor today. Whether you’d like to dig into a plate of pasta or linger over coffee and cannoli, the North End is sure to satisfy your Italian food cravings.

Bland government buildings now dominate much of the West End, but the area appeals to both sports enthusiasts and history buffs. TD Garden, the city’s stadium for hockey, basketball and events at North Station, is a magnet for sports fans. Inside, the Sports Museum looks at regional sports legends.

The West End Museum transports you to the 1800s and early 1900s, when the district was one of the city’s most diverse, and charts the community’s heritage from settlement to destruction. The West End is also recognized for its medical advances, which you can explore in and around Massachusetts General Hospital; at the Paul S Russell MD Museum of Medical History & Innovation, a gallery of medical developments; and in the Ether Dome, where anesthesia was first used successfully on a human surgical patient in 1846.
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DON’T MISS…

Paul Revere House

Explore truth and myths about the revolutionary ride at Boston’s oldest home.

North End Pastry Crawl

Enjoy coffee and cannoli in this old-world Italian district.

Neptune Oyster

Line up at this tiny storefront for fresh bivalves and creative Italian seafood dishes.

West End Museum

Learn how this once diverse neighborhood evolved as the city around it changed.

TD Garden

Cheer for the home team at a Celtics basketball game or a Bruins hockey match.

Russell Museum of Medical History & Innovation

Investigate Boston’s history of medical prowess at this intriguing gallery.

Alibi

Drink behind bars in this swank Liberty Hotel lounge in a former jail.




TOP TIP

Although it’s easy to confine your North End wanderings to busy Hanover St, with its abundance of restaurants, bakeries and cafes, take time to walk the back streets to appreciate the community’s old-world feel. Note that many eating and drinking establishments accept cash only.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 Copp’s Hill Burying Ground

2 Old North Church

3 Paul Revere House

SIGHTS

4 All Saints Way

5 Paul Revere Mall

6 St Leonard’s Church

7 St Stephen’s Church

EATING

8 Bova’s Bakery

9 Bricco Panetteria

Bricco Ristorante & Enoteca (see 9)

10 Carmelina’s

11 Daily Catch

12 Ernesto’s Pizza

13 Galleria Umberto

14 Locale

15 Mamma Maria

16 Mike’s Pastry

17 Modern Pastry Shop

18 Neptune Oyster

19 Parziale’s Bakery

20 Pauli’s

21 Regina Pizzeria

22 Sunny Girl

23 Table

24 Table Mercato

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

25 Caffè Dello Sport

Caffè Paradiso (see 9)

26 Caffè Vittoria

ENTERTAINMENT

27 Fisherman’s Feast

28 Improv Asylum

29 St Anthony’s Feast

SHOPPING

30 Bricco Salumeria

31 I Am Books

32 North Bennet Street

33 Polcari’s Coffee

34 Salumeria Italiana




Paul Revere House

Rediscovering an iconic colonist

Paul Revere (1735–1818) was a dentist and silversmith, but it was his famous ride on April 18, 1775, that secured his place in history. At the 1680 Paul Revere House, the North End’s oldest remaining structure, you can learn about Revere and the community where he lived.

Revere and his wife, Rachel, bought this wood-frame home in 1770. As you walk through the parlor and kitchen and up the narrow stairs to two bedrooms, costumed interpreters tell you about the property (which retains 90% of its original foundation and beams), the Revere family and the historical era. A visitor center in neighboring 1835 row houses dives deeper into Revere’s life and legends.
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Copp’s Hill Burying Ground

The North End’s historic cemetery

The Freedom Trail’s last North End stop before continuing into Charlestown is Copp’s Hill Burying Ground, set on a ridge above the waterfront. Established in 1659, it’s the final resting place for many of colonial Boston’s merchants and craftspeople. Among those buried here are Robert Newman, the Old North Church sexton who hung the lanterns during Paul Revere’s legendary ride; Cotton and Increase Mather, Puritan ministers involved in the Salem witch trials; and shipbuilder Edmund Hartt, who constructed the USS Constitution.
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Old North Church

One if by land, two if by sea

In April 1775, Robert Newman had an important job. The lantern-keeper of the Old North Church was to hang one lantern from the church belfry if British troops were arriving over land and two lanterns if they were approaching from the sea. Exhibits throughout Boston’s oldest church share its history and the stories of Bostonians who sat in its box pews. With a general admission ticket, you can explore the 1723 building on your own and ask questions of the on-site interpreters. For more in-depth history, purchase an audio guide or book a tour.


MORE IN NORTH END & WEST END

Off the Freedom Trail in the North End

Notable neighborhood stops

As you’re following the Freedom Trail through the North End to Paul Revere House, Old North Church and Copp’s Hill Burying Ground, check out these other sights en route.

A stroll through Christopher Columbus Waterfront Park, bordering Long Wharf and the Rose Kennedy Greenway, is a verdant way to enter the North End from downtown. The park’s arched walkway is often decorated for holidays, and the park hosts Independence Day celebrations and other events.

St Leonard’s Church on Hanover St, the first Roman Catholic church that Italian immigrants built in the North End, dates from 1873. Outside the church, the Peace Garden offers a haven from the neighborhood’s busy streets. Amid the garden’s flowers is a shrine to St Anthony, celebrated during the annual St Anthony’s Feast.


In 1804, architect Charles Bulfinch designed the stately brick Hanover St building that now houses St Stephen’s Church, once called ‘New North’ to distinguish it from the Old North Church nearby. Rose Kennedy, mother of former US President John F Kennedy was baptized at St Stephen’s in 1890.

Most tourists stop on the Paul Revere Mall, a parklike walk between Hanover St and the Old North Church, to snap a photo with the statue of Revere atop his legendary horse, but the mall has a lesser-known place in history. Christopher Stanley, who once owned this land, donated it upon his death in 1646 to support a local free school, making him Boston’s first benefactor of public education. Also on the mall is the Iraq-Afghanistan Memorial, made of dog tags belonging to members of the US military who lost their lives in those two countries.

Look for a narrow alley off Battery St, near the corner of Hanover St, to find All Saints Way, a shrine that North End resident Peter Baldassari created, lining the walls of the adjacent buildings with images of saints. It’s not normally open to the public, but you can peek in from the street.
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WHERE THE FAMOUS POEM WENT WRONG

Generations of US schoolchildren have recited ‘Paul Revere’s Ride,’ Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s 1860 ode to the night that Revere galloped to Lexington and Concord to warn of an impending British attack. But Longfellow took several liberties with the facts.

Revere didn’t ride alone; William Dawes also left Boston on horseback to warn of the British arrival. While two lanterns hung in the Old North Church, it was Revere who used the lanterns to alert the militia that the British were coming by sea. And Revere never reached Concord that night. After British soldiers detained him for questioning west of Lexington, another messenger, Samuel Prescott, brought the news to Concord.



Eating in the North End: Best Pizzerias

Galleria Umberto No-frills old-school pizzeria, dishing up thick-crust squares plus calzones. 10:45am-2:30pm Mon-Sat $

Regina Pizzeria Now a chain, the Thatcher St original serves whole pies at its red tables, plus slices at the bar. 11am-10pm Mon-Sat, to 9pm Sun $

Ernesto’s Pizza We won’t judge if you order the cheeseburger pizza at this long-standing pizzeria. 11am-8:45pm Mon-Sat, from noon Sun $$

Locale Contemporary pizzas come from the wood-burning oven at this restaurant. 4-9pm Mon-Thu, from noon Fri & Sat, noon-8:30pm Sun $$


NORTH END FESTIVALS

If you love celebrations of Italian food and culture, schedule your North End visit around one of the annual feasts, when the streets buzz with food vendors, parades and musical performers.

One of the most popular is St Anthony’s Feast, launched in Italy in 1919 to honor St Anthony of Padua. The North End’s late-August celebration includes a grand procession when a statue of the saint is marched through the streets. There’s plenty to eat, with pushcarts selling everything from arancini to pizza and pastries.

Italian immigrants brought another feast tradition to New England from Sicily, where it started in 1910. The mid-August Fisherman’s Feast celebrates the Madonna del Soccorso with food, processions and several nights of live music.



Eating in the North End: Our Picks

Sunny Girl A tiny eatery known for breakfast sandwiches (served at lunch too) on house-made English muffins. 7am-2pm $

Pauli’s Stop into this deli for good-value lobster rolls and overstuffed ‘wicked fresh’ sandwiches. 8am-9pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat, 10am-5pm Sun $

Carmelina’s ‘Sunday macaroni’ is served every day at this homey Sicilian restaurant on Hanover St. 11:30am-10pm $$$

Mamma Maria Contemporary Italian cuisine graces the tables of these romantic rooms. 5-9:15pm Mon-Thu, 4:30-9:30pm Fri-Sun $$$


Mangia Mangia

Pasta, pizza and more

Why should you spend time in Boston’s historically Italian neighborhood? For food, of course, whether you’re craving traditional pasta bolognese or more modern Italian fare. Here’s an eating itinerary highlighting some local favorites.

There’s almost no room to move inside Neptune Oyster, where you’ll squeeze in with others at the bar or the shared tables, but once you dig into the Italian seafood dishes you may not care. Start with fresh oysters, of course, but don’t miss the johnnycake appetizer, served with bluefish pâté. This storefront eatery doesn’t take reservations, so come early and prepare to line up out front.

Another piccolo no-reservations storefront, Daily Catch specializes in house-made squid ink linguine aglio olio (topped with ground calamari, olive oil, garlic and anchovies) and other Sicilian-inspired pasta and seafood dishes. In addition to Hanover St, the restaurant has locations on Atlantic Ave and in Brookline.

With an all-Italian wine list and a more contemporary menu, Bricco Ristorante & Enoteca goes beyond standard red-sauce pasta offerings. Duck into the alley behind the restaurant to find Bricco Salumeria & Pasta Shop, which makes Italian sandwiches to go, and Bricco Panetteria, an even tinier bakery, where you can pick up a ciabatta or baguette and watch the bakers at work.

For a completely different North End dining adventure, book a seat at Table, a multicourse, dinner party-style evening. The menu – seven courses on the weekends, with a four-course option available on weeknights – might incorporate a salad of grilled eggplant and fresh mozzarella, fried artichokes served over risotto, grilled octopus with white beans, and profiteroles with house-made gelato. Accommodating only 32 guests, Table typically has seatings at 7pm on Wednesdays and Thursdays, 7pm or 7:30pm Fridays, 6pm and 8:30pm Saturdays, and 3pm and 5:30pm Sundays, although the schedule can vary with the seasons; check the website to confirm (tableboston.com).

Don’t want to spring for the full Table experience? Stop into Table Mercato, the takeout deli under the same ownership, for salads like marinated octopus or an oversized sub to go. The chicken cutlet is a popular choice, as is the house special Table sandwich, combining chicken, prosciutto, fresh mozzarella, arugula and tomato.


BOSTON’S CANNOLI KING

Michael Mercogliano was one of many Italians who made their home in Boston’s North End, immigrating with his family to the neighborhood from the village of Parolise, Italy, in 1935. He began working in his cousin’s bakery, and by 1946 he had saved enough money to open his own bake shop, which he called Mike’s Pastry.

Initially, Mike’s made three types of cannoli – original ricotta, yellow custard and chocolate cream – before expanding to offer many other cannoli varieties and Italian-American pastries. Though Mike passed away in 2012 at age 90, his descendants still operate this iconic North End bakery on Hanover St, sating the sweet tooths of generations of Bostonians and visitors.



Drinking in the North End: Best Coffeehouses

Caffè Vittoria The steady hiss of the espresso machine is the backdrop for Boston’s first Italian cafe, opened in 1929. 8am-midnight

Caffè Dello Sport Espresso, panini and futbol are the reasons to patronize this sports bar-cafe. 6am-11pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri-Sun

Caffè Paradiso Family-run Italian cafe, whether you’re looking for coffee or cognac with your cannoli. Serves housemade gelato too. 7am-2am

Polcari’s Coffee To buy your own beans or simply enjoy the aroma, visit this classic coffee roastery. 11am-5pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat


North End Pastry Crawl

How many cannoli can you eat?

This Italian district may be best known for its pizza, pasta and Mediterranean-style seafood, but it has plenty of sweet treats too. Take a break with an Italian pastry or put together a pastry crawl to decide which baked goods and pastry shops you prefer.

You’ll see plenty of people walking around with the white boxes with blue letters from Mike’s Pastry, a takeout-only shop on Hanover St. They’re often filled with different varieties of cannoli, from simple sweetened ricotta to more elaborate creations, such as limoncello or peanut butter. Mike’s Pastry also has branches in Hub Hall and the food hall at TD Garden, plus in Cambridge and Somerville.

Many pastry partisans prefer the baked goods from Modern Pastry Shop, also on Hanover St, where you can sit down in the cafe to enjoy your sweets with coffee. Cannoli and sfogliatelle are popular choices. The shop also makes mini cannoli, a good option for sampling more than one.

Craving cannoli, cookies or an apple tart at 2am? Bova’s Bakery on Salem St is open 24 hours. On the same block, Parziale’s Bakery specializes in bread, but it also bakes a variety of Italian pastries to go, including cookies and cannoli filled to order. Opened in 1907, Parziale’s is credited with crafting Boston’s first pizza.
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ITALIAN PASTRY PRIMER

Cannoli

Tubular fried dough shells filled with sweet ricotta cream. Some bakeries add chocolate chips or other flavorings to the filling or dip the tubes’ ends in nuts or chocolate.

Sfogliatelle

Paper-thin clam-shaped flaky pastries stuffed with sweetened ricotta.

Lobster tails

Similar to sfogliatelle with a flaky outer shell, these Italian-American creations are longer and thinner, filled with a mix of whipped cream and pastry cream.

Marzipan fruits

Sweetened almond paste molded into ‘strawberries,’ ‘apples’ and more.
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SIGHTS

1 Ether Dome

2 Last Tenement

3 Massachusetts General Hospital

4 Otis House

5 Paul S Russell MD Museum of Medical History & Innovation

6 Sports Museum

7 TD Garden

8 West End Museum

SLEEPING

9 Boxer Hotel

10 CitizenM North Station

11 Liberty Hotel

EATING

12 Alcove

13 Clink Restaurant

14 Hub Hall

15 Scampo

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

16 Alibi

17 CuppaCoffee

18 Night Shift Brewing

SHOPPING

19 Converse



Shopping in North End & West End

Books to food to sneakers

Footwear fans should make tracks to Lovejoy Wharf near North Station, where Converse shoes has its headquarters. At the Converse flagship store, you can buy the latest kicks, check out limited edition designs unique to this location or create your own custom sneakers.

An independent bookstore on Salem St in the North End, I Am Books stocks titles in both English and Italian and puts on events by authors with Italian connections.

You might feel like you’ve wandered into a deli in Italy when you step into Salumeria Italiana, a traditional Italian grocery on Richmond St. Order a sandwich to eat in nearby North Sq or on the waterfront.

Launched in 1885, originally to offer training in practical skills like carpentry and metalwork to recently arrived immigrants, the North Bennet Street School continues to provide education in bookbinding, furniture making, jewelry making, violin repair and other crafts. Its North End shop and gallery play host to periodic exhibits of student work and sell jewelry, wood pieces and other work by students and graduates.

Boston Sports Mania

Be a fan beyond Fenway

Besides baseball’s famous Fenway Park, home of the Boston Red Sox, Boston’s focal point for sports fans is TD Garden, where the Boston Bruins hockey team takes to the ice and the Boston Celtics basketball team shoots hoops. Opened in 1995 as part of the Hub on Causeway complex at North Station, the 19,600-seat arena replaced Boston Garden, which had been the Hub’s spot for sports since 1928. Purchase tickets to TD Garden sports, concerts and other events online (tdgarden.com) or in person at the arena’s box office.
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Outside TD Garden, The Goal is a sculpture of nearly airborne Boston Bruin great Bobby Orr, honoring his game-winning shot that secured the Bruins’ 1970 Stanley Cup victory.

On the TD Garden’s 5th and 6th levels, the Sports Museum traces the history of sports in New England, which you can explore on a 45-minute guided tour. In summer, outside of the Celtics’ and Bruins’ regular seasons, the museum tour includes walks through the arena. Between September and May, you can sometimes get at least a look at the playing area.

The museum features memorabilia from the region’s professional sports teams – the Bruins, Celtics, Red Sox and New England Patriots football team – including photos and artifacts ranging from the Fenway Park locker of legendary Red Sox player Ted Williams (1918–2002) to the size 23 shoes belonging to Shaquille O’Neal, who played just one season for the Celtics. Smaller exhibits highlight the Boston Marathon, local Olympians (you can see figure skater Nancy Kerrigan’s skates) and other sports.

Sports Museum tours end in the Boston Bruins Heritage Hall, a higher-tech participatory exhibit area opened in 2024 in honor of the hockey team’s 100th anniversary. Video stories share historic hockey moments, and you can test your skills with interactive goal-shooting games or practice your play-by-play as a simulated sports broadcaster.

The Sports Museum closes during many TD Garden events. Check the museum website (sportsmuseum.org) or call in advance to confirm when it’s open.
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GHOSTS OF BOSTON GARDEN

Transportation and sports have long intersected in the North Station area. In 1893, the Boston & Maine Railroad constructed North Union Station on Causeway St, linking several regional companies’ rail lines under one roof. The station served as a New England rail hub until 1928, when a new complex replaced it, encompassing the North Station railroad terminal and Boston Madison Square Garden, a sports arena, which became the home to Boston Bruins and later the Boston Celtics.

By the 1990s, Boston Garden – legendary for its 1800 obstructed-view seats – was deemed inadequate for modern sports fans. It was demolished in 1995 and replaced with the Hub on Causeway development, with another new North Station and the TD Garden arena.



Eating & Drinking around TD Garden: Our Picks

Hub Hall Grab a bite before a TD Garden event from this food hall serving fish and chips, fried chicken, ramen and more. hours vary $

Alcove With a water-view terrace on Lovejoy Wharf, this eatery serves seafood and contemporary fare. noon-10pm Mon-Fri, from 11am Sat & Sun $$$

CuppaCoffee Fancy a meat pie with your flat white? Stop into this espresso-sized Australian-style cafe for coffee or a snack. 6am-4pm Mon-Fri

Night Shift Brewing This craft beer maker on Lovejoy Wharf has a large patio overlooking Boston Harbor and the Zakim Bridge. hours vary


THE WEST END’S STAR TREK CONNECTION

In the late 1800s, many immigrants to Boston’s West End were Jews from Russia and Eastern Europe, including a large group with roots in present-day Ukraine. Among these migrants were the parents of a West End youth who went on to become a noted actor.

Leonard Simon Nimoy (1931–2015), famed for his role as Spock in Star Trek, was born in the West End. His parents, Dora and Max, had arrived in Boston from Izyaslav, in what is now Ukraine. Nimoy lived in the community through the 1930s and ’40s, briefly attending Boston College before moving to California to try to launch his acting career. Star Trek, with Nimoy as the legendary half-human, half-Vulcan Spock, premiered in 1966.




West End History

A district’s destruction and reconstruction

Boston’s West End, located between Beacon Hill, the North End and downtown, was once the city’s most diverse neighborhood, home to a large Black community and many immigrants, including Irish, Italians, Eastern European Jews and others who settled here after arriving from Europe in the 1800s. The first railroads in the northeastern USA started here as well, with multiple rail lines converging at what would become North Station. The West End Museum, which reopened in 2024 after a significant renovation, shares stories of the people who called the district home from the 1600s through the mid-1900s.

In addition to multimedia exhibits about the community, the West End Museum puts on regular in-person and virtual events, from historical walking tours to history trivia nights and urban development talks. Look for details on its website (thewestendmuseum.org), which also has articles about the area’s history.

To accommodate the growing number of immigrants settling in the West End in the late 1800s, developers began constructing tenement buildings, narrow four- or five-story structures that could house multiple families at a lower cost. Often, people of different backgrounds would occupy different floors of the same building, contributing to the neighborhood’s melting-pot nature.

However, an important part of the West End’s story is its destruction, as these tenements would become a major target of urban renewal advocates in the 1960s and ’70s. The city of Boston demolished most of the neighborhood during this era, evicting its residents, razing most of the residential buildings, and replacing them with the government offices that dominate the area today.

Across the street, a block from the West End Museum, look for the privately owned apartment building known as ‘the last tenement,’ which survived the community’s demolition. You can’t go inside, but you can see how this structure is reflected in the new skyscrapers behind it.

To learn about another aspect of the West End’s heritage, visit Otis House, the oldest surviving home on Bowdoin Sq. In 1796, Charles Bulfinch designed the Federal-style brick manor on Cambridge St for lawyer Harrison Gray Otis, his wife, Sally Foster Otis, and their children. Although the family lived here for only four years before moving to a grander mansion at the top of Beacon Hill, the house, which you can see on 45-minute guided tours, has been restored to the Otises’ era.

Tip: except around TD Garden, the West End has few interesting places to eat. But you’re not far from the North End and Beacon Hill, which have plenty of food options.
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SLEEPING IN JAIL

Charles Street Jail opened in 1851, a short stroll from posh Beacon Hill. Initially a short-term detention facility, by the 1950s it was significantly overcrowded. When a federal judge finally ordered the facility shuttered because of its inhumane conditions, the jail was overhauled, reemerging in 2007 as the luxurious Liberty Hotel.

Eighteen of the 298 guest rooms are in the original jail building, with the rest in a modern 16-story tower. Even if you’re not staying here, have a drink in the buzzing lobby bar or at Alibi, the stylish cocktail lounge. Clink Restaurant retains original cell bars, and local celebrity chef Lydia Shire runs Scampo, the modern Italian dining room.




IMPROV ASYLUM

Launched in the late 1990s, Improv Asylum is one of Boston’s longest-running comedy clubs. At its theater on Hanover St in the North End, the troupe performs improvisation and sketch comedy shows nearly every night. The Saturday adults-only midnight show, Raunch, comes with an only slightly tongue-in-cheek warning: ‘Could cause heart attacks in the elderly or permanently scar the young and impressionable.’

The Asylum also runs a traveling show in a sightseeing trolley, dubbed the Massholes Comedy Trolley Tour of Boston (improvasylum.com/events/comedy-trolley-tours-of-boston), which takes you through the city with local comedians as your guides. If you’re in the city for a while, you can develop your own comedic skills with the ‘Improv for Everyone’ classes.




Museum of Medical Innovation

Charting the history of surgery, brain science and anesthesia

While most travelers hope to avoid visiting Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH), the region’s major medical complex that’s located in the West End, several attractions in and around the hospital are worth visiting if you’re curious about medical history and ingenuity.

The multimedia exhibits at the Paul S Russell MD Museum of Medical History & Innovation walk you through the hospital’s heritage and illustrate evolving medical treatments, from the development of surgical procedures to new medical imaging techniques. The museum has a mix of historic artifacts and modern technologies, as well as a virtual tour of the Bulfinch Building, the hospital’s original structure. You can also watch a 1936 silent film that reenacts the introduction of surgical anesthesia.

The development of anesthesia is a major Boston milestone. In 1846, a dentist, William TG Morton, administered ether to Edward G Abbott, who had a tumor in his jaw. Surgeon John Collins Warren then removed the tumor from the unconscious patient. This first public surgery using anesthesia took place in an MGH surgery suite, now dubbed the Ether Dome, inside the main hospital building, on the 4th floor of the Bulfinch wing. You can visit the dome to view exhibits and artifacts about this historic medical advancement. Hospital staff often use the Ether Dome for meetings or other events, making its schedule quite irregular. Before visiting, contact the Russell Museum (russellmuseum.org) to confirm when the dome is open.


SCIENCE ADVENTURES

The Museum of Science sits between the West End and Cambridge, accessible from either side of the Charles River. Science Park MBTA station on the Green Line is in the West End on the river’s Boston side.




INNOVATION TRAIL

Boston and Cambridge have long been hubs of scientific innovation. A walk on the Innovation Trail takes you through more than 20 sites where many notable developments took place.

Starting in downtown Boston, the trail highlights inventions as varied as the telephone, Technicolor movies and a method for shipping ice. The rest of the route focuses on the technology industry across the Charles River in Kendall Sq.

You can do a self-guided walk along the trail with an audio guide from the Innovation Trail website (theinnovationtrail.org). For a more in-depth look at the scientific breakthroughs and the people who made them, sign up for a guided 1½-hour Innovation Trail tour, which the Boston History Company leads year-round.







Beacon Hill & Boston Common
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BOSTON’S MOST HISTORIC ’HOOD

The oldest public park in the USA, Boston Common marks the start of both the Freedom Trail and the Black Heritage Trail. Climbing the narrow streets of nearby Beacon Hill takes you back to the 19th century.
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Cows grazed and British soldiers once camped on Boston Common, the green expanse at the city’s center. Though the livestock and the livery are long gone, the most historic park in the country remains a popular gathering place, whether you’re taking a break on a sunny bench, attending a summer Shakespeare performance or going for a wintertime skate on the Frog Pond. Another Boston Common draw is The Embrace, a 20ft-tall bronze sculpture installed in 2023 that honors the late civil rights leader Dr Martin Luther King, Jr and his wife, Coretta Scott King.

The Freedom Trail starts on the Common, leading you first to the Massachusetts State House, where the golden dome makes a scenic photo backdrop. Touring this seat of government reveals legends and lore about local politics.

The Black Heritage Trail begins here as well, taking you through the narrow cobblestone lanes of Beacon Hill. In the 18th and 19th centuries, the north slope of this hill was home to a thriving Black community. Two adjacent sights, the Abiel Smith School and the African Meeting House that together comprise the Museum of African American History, illuminate this community’s heritage.

Beacon Hill has been a magnet for numerous authors and intellectuals, who have resided in its stately brick townhouses. As you walk the streets, look for the homes of noted authors from Louisa May Alcott and Robert Frost to Sylvia Plath, Dr Robin Cook and Lois Lowry.

Adjacent to Boston Common, the Public Garden was the first public botanical garden in the USA. Stroll its flower-lined paths, chuckle at the playful Make Way for Ducklings statues and go for a cruise on the legendary Swan Boats. In this gracious park and on the surrounding historic streets, it’s OK to be a tourist. After all, this is quintessential Boston.

[image: jpg]
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DON’T MISS…

The Embrace

This dramatic bronze sculpture honors Dr Martin Luther King, Jr and Coretta Scott King.

Swan Boats

Ride these historic pedal-powered craft across the Public Garden’s lagoon.

Black Heritage Trail

Walk through Beacon Hill’s Black heritage and visit the Museum of African American History.

Massachusetts State House

Tour the legislative chambers under the golden dome of this government building.

Literary Landmarks

See the stately Beacon Hill townhouses where authors and other notable Bostonians lived.

Beacon Hill Books & Cafe

The city’s cutest bookstore stocks local titles, offers kid-friendly spaces and serves afternoon tea.





TOP TIP

Boston is marking the 250th anniversary of the 1776 American Revolution with events throughout 2026. Meet Boston (meetboston.com), the city’s convention and visitors bureau, is the best source of information about what’s happening, including the 2026 commemorations of the Declaration of Independence, which was adopted on July 4, 1776.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 Boston Common

2 Public Garden

SIGHTS

3 4 Pinckney Street

4 9 Willow Street

5 10 Louisburg Square

6 16 Louisburg Square

7 39 Hancock Street

8 54 Pinckney Street

9 88 Mt Vernon Street

10 91 Revere Street

11 102 Mt Vernon Street

12 103 Charles Street

13 108 Mt Vernon Street

14 Boston Massacre Monument

15 Brewer Fountain

16 Central Burying Ground

17 Charles Street Meeting House

18 Ether Monument

19 Garden of Remembrance 9/11 Memorial

20 George Middleton House

21 Granary Burying Ground

22 John Coburn House

23 John J Smith House

24 Lewis & Harriet Hayden House

25 Make Way for Ducklings Statue

26 Massachusetts State House

27 Museum of African American History

28 Nichols House Museum

29 Park Street Church

30 Phillips School

31 Robert Gould Shaw Memorial

32 The Embrace

33 Vilna Shul

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

Black Heritage Trail (see 31)

34 Boston Athenaeum

35 Frog Pond

36 Swan Boats

SLEEPING

37 Beacon Hill Hotel & Bistro

38 Whitney Hotel

39 XV Beacon

EATING

40 75 Chestnut

41 Beacon Hill Books & Cafe

Beacon Hill Hotel & Bistro (see 37)

42 Cobblestones

43 Earl of Sandwich

44 Figs

45 Florina Pizzeria & Paninoteca

46 Grotto

47 Ma Maison

Mooo.... (see 39)

Paramount (see 44)

Tatte (see 17)

48 Tip Tap Room

ENTERTAINMENT

49 Shakespeare on the Common

INFORMATION

50 Boston Common Visitor Center




Public Garden

Swan boats, flowers and mythical ducks

Across Charles St west of Boston Common, the more formal and manicured Public Garden opened in 1837, the first public botanical garden in the United States. Amid the 24-acre garden’s trees and flowerbeds is a lagoon, where in 1877 entrepreneur Robert Paget introduced a boat driven by pedals and decorated with a swan. The opera Lohengrin, in which a heroic knight crosses a river in a boat pulled by a swan, inspired Paget’s design. Paget descendants continue to operate the Swan Boats, updated but still pedal-powered versions of this beloved Boston seasonal attraction.

At the garden’s Arlington St entrance is a statue of George Washington on his horse. Near the Charles and Beacon St entrance, the Ether Monument, the garden’s oldest sculpture, commemorates the first successful use of surgical anesthesia, which took place at Massachusetts General Hospital in 1846. Dedicated in 2004, the Garden of Remembrance 9/11 Memorial is a sobering tribute to the Massachusetts victims who died during the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks that took down New York City’s World Trade Center.

The Friends of the Public Garden, which partners with the City of Boston to care and advocate for Boston Common, Public Garden and Commonwealth Avenue Mall, leads free tours of the garden. Check the Friends website (friendsofthepublicgarden.org/our-parks/the-garden/tours) for a schedule of these one-hour summer tours.
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EQUALITY TRAIL

Several stops on the Equality Trail, which follows the route of Boston’s first Gay Pride March in 1971 and highlights local LGBTIQ+ history, are located on Beacon Hill and around Boston Common.




DUCKS ON PARADE

In addition to the Swan Boats, the Public Garden has another waterbird landmark: sculptor Nancy Schön’s Make Way for Ducklings statue, a whimsical parade of eight bronze ducklings following their mother, Mrs Mallard. Installed in 1987, the artwork pays tribute to Robert McCloskey’s classic children’s book of the same title, first published in 1941, about a duck family who came to live in the Public Garden. See if you can say the ducklings’ names three times fast: Jack, Kack, Lack, Mack, Nack, Ouack, Pack and Quack.







TOP SIGHT
Boston Common

The oldest public park in the United States, Boston Common is the city’s green heart. On the unceded territory of the Indigenous Massachusett Nation, Puritan settlers set aside parkland here in 1634. Bounded by Tremont, Boylston, Charles, Beacon and Park Sts, the Common highlights the long-ago past as well as more recent history and serves as a leafy refuge in the urban center.
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PRACTICALITIES

Scan this QR code to learn the history of Boston Common.
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Get to Know Boston Common

Concerts, theatrical performances and demonstrations all take place on the 50-acre Boston Common, dotted with monuments and sculptures that date from the Revolutionary era to the present. The Freedom Trail begins outside the Boston Common Visitor Center, crossing the park to the Massachusetts State House and then skirting the Common’s east side to Park Street Church and Granary Burying Ground. The Black Heritage Trail starts on the Common as well.


Don’t Miss

The Embrace

Central Burying Ground

Robert Gould Shaw Memorial

Shakespeare on the Common

Brewer Fountain

The Frog Pond

Boston Massacre Monument



The Embrace

You can’t miss the Common’s newest landmark, The Embrace. Unveiled in 2023, this 20ft-tall bronze sculpture of intertwining arms celebrates Dr Martin Luther King, Jr and his wife, Coretta Scott King, who met as students in 1950s Boston. He was working toward a PhD in theology at Boston University, and she was studying voice at New England Conservatory of Music.


King’s embrace of his wife when he received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 inspired the 19-ton sculpture, which artist Hank Willis Thomas and the MASS Design Group created. The work is installed on the 1965 Freedom Plaza, honoring Boston civil rights trailblazers of the 1950s, ’60s and ’70s. For background, read stories about the Kings and the city’s social justice pioneers on The Embrace website (embraceboston.org).

Brewer Fountain

Four aquatic gods lounge in the 1868 bronze Brewer Fountain, cast in Paris and gifted to Boston by wealthy local merchant Gardner Brewer. From April through October, food trucks often park on the fountain plaza, a lovely spot for a bite on a sunny day.

Frog Pond

Rent ice skates and take a spin around the Frog Pond, which becomes a skating rink in the colder months. In summer, it’s a kids’ splash pad. Around the pond, look for six bronze frogs sculpted by Massachusetts artist David Phillips.

Central Burying Ground

When King’s Chapel, Copp’s Hill and Granary Burying Grounds began running out of space for the deceased, this former pastureland became the Central Burying Ground. Opened in 1756, this cemetery – furthest from the town center – was considered Boston’s least desirable. Wander among the faded headstones that mark the graves of colonists, British common soldiers and people from outside the city who died while in Boston. Painter Gilbert Stuart, best known for his portrait of President George Washington, is also interred here.

Robert Gould Shaw Memorial

Opposite the Massachusetts State House, the Robert Gould Shaw and Massachusetts 54th Regiment Memorial, a bronze and granite sculpture by Augustus Saint-Gaudens, honors one of the first units of Black soldiers to serve in the US Civil War. The memorial is a starting point for the Black Heritage Trail.

Boston Massacre Monument

Although the 1770 Boston Massacre took place outside the Old State House, the 25ft-tall Boston Massacre Monument, which replicates a Paul Revere engraving, remembers its five victims: Crispus Attucks, James Caldwell, Patrick Carr, Samuel Gray and Samuel Maverick.


Embrace Ideas Festival

Taking place around Juneteenth weekend (June 19), which marks the day in 1865 when many enslaved people in Texas learned of their liberation, the Embrace Ideas Festival (embraceideasfestival.org) helps amplify anti-racism messages with lectures, street parties and other events at venues around the city, often including concerts and activities near The Embrace sculpture on the Common.



Shakespeare on the Common

In July and August, the Commonwealth Shakespeare Company presents Shakespeare on the Common at the 1912 Parkman Bandstand, which is designed like a Greek temple. Pack a picnic for these free outdoor productions.

TOP TIPS

• Stop into Boston Common Visitor Center to get oriented or use the restroom.

• Park Street Station was the first subway station in the USA. It’s now a stop on the MBTA’s Red and Green Lines.

• The Boston sandwich shop with the most unusual origin might be Earl of Sandwich, in an eight-sided building that once housed a men’s restroom. Don’t want to lunch at a former toilet? Tremont St has plenty of restaurants, and it’s a short walk to Chinatown.

• Be Boston proper: You can call the park ‘the Common’ but never ‘the Commons.’




MORE IN BEACON HILL & BOSTON COMMON

Tales of the Massachusetts State House

Government hub and famous fish

The golden dome of the Massachusetts State House is one of the city’s most recognizable landmarks. While the Old State House served as the seat of the colonial government for much of the 1700s, Samuel Adams and Paul Revere laid the cornerstone for the new governmental building overlooking Boston Common on July 4, 1795, on land that was once the cow pasture of Massachusetts’ first governor, John Hancock. Designed by Charles Bulfinch, the new state house was completed in 1798, making it the oldest structure remaining on Beacon Hill.

To explore the State House on your own, ask for the self-guided tour brochure at the 2nd-floor tour desk. You can visit the chambers of the State Senate and House of Representatives along with several other public spaces. Alternatively, take a 30- to 45-minute guided tour to learn more about the building’s history and present-day functions. Guided tours are free, but you need to reserve a spot in advance; booking details are on the State House website (sec.state.ma.us/divisions/state-house-tours/schedule-tour.htm).

The governor, House of Representatives and State Senate all have offices in the State House. The House occupies the larger legislative chamber, completed in 1895, where 160 representatives serve two-year terms. Inside the House chambers, look for the Sacred Cod, the wooden fish representing the importance of the fishing industry to the state of Massachusetts.

Forty senators, also elected to two-year terms, work in the Senate Chamber, in the historic Bulfinch wing directly beneath the dome, which was first gilded in 23-karat gold leaf in 1874. The gold work cost $2862.50. The Senate chambers have a fish too, the brass Holy Mackerel, which hangs above the chandelier.

Other notable spaces in the State House include Doric Hall, the reception area where the doors are opened only for governors leaving the building on their last day in office or for a visiting US president; Nurses Hall, with a memorial to the nurses who assisted in the Civil War; and the marble Great Hall, with flags from each of Massachusetts’ 351 cities and towns.

Also look for HEAR US: the Massachusetts Women’s Leadership Memorial, an art installation that Sheila DeBretteville, Susan Sellers and Robert Shure crafted in 1999 to honor six notable women from the state. The work includes bronze portraits and quotes from these women: Dorothea Dix, who lobbied for the rights of people with mental illnesses; Lucy Stone, who lectured against slavery and for women’s suffrage; abolitionist Sarah Parker Remond; Josephine St Pierre Ruffin, who launched the first newspaper published by and for Black women; union organizer Mary Kenney O’Sullivan; and Florence Luscomb, an advocate for peace and civil rights.

If you’re puzzling over the sign outside the State House that points to the ‘General Hooker Entrance.’ It’s named for Joseph Hooker, a Civil War general whose bronze statue atop a horse sits outside of the building’s Beacon St entry.
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THEFT OF THE SACRED COD

In 1933, a stolen fish threw the city of Boston into a frenzy. On April 26, three staffers of the Harvard Lampoon, the university’s humor magazine, walked into the Massachusetts State House and snuck out with a state icon: the Sacred Cod, the 5ft-long wooden fish that had hung in the House of Representatives for more than a century. Former representative John Rowe had donated the 80lb solid-pine cod in 1784 to emphasize the importance of the fishing industry.

Local police scoured the city, even searching the Charles River, in search of the vanished fish. Two days after the prank, the fish was returned, and no charges were filed in what became known as Boston’s infamous ‘codnapping.’



Casual Eats on Charles StREET

Cobblestones Stop into this Charles St storefront for breakfast, sandwiches and several kinds of soup. 8am-6pm $

Paramount Popular for breakfast and brunch, this old-school diner serves comfort food throughout the day. 8am-9:30pm $$

Beacon Hill Books & Cafe This tiny bookstore cafe offers a creative menu, plus prix-fixe suppers. 9am-9pm Tue-Sat, 11am-5pm Sun $$

Figs Celeb chef Todd English’s long-standing gourmet pizzeria serves its popular pies on Charles St. 11:30am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat $$

The Freedom Trail’s Next Steps

Tall church and historic graves

After Boston Common and the Massachusetts State House, the next stops on the Freedom Trail are the Park Street Church and Granary Burying Ground.

Founded in 1809, one block from the State House at the corner of Park and Tremont Sts, the brick Park Street Church, with its 217ft-tall spire, was the city’s tallest building for more than 50 years. Though that title has long since been eclipsed as the city grew up around it, Park Street is still an active Congregational church.
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Abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison delivered his first anti-slavery speech here in 1829, and a children’s choir first performed Samuel Francis Smith’s hymn ‘America (‘My Country ’Tis of Thee’)’ in 1931.

More controversial events took place at Park Street Church as well. In 1878, a small group of Bostonians met at the church to establish the New England Society for the Suppression of Vice, whose objective was to ban books it considered ‘impure,’ restrict gambling and sex work, and limit support for women’s rights. The organization, renamed the Watch and Ward Society in 1891, remained active until 1975 – and its censorship activities linked the society with the now legendary phrase ‘Banned in Boston.’

The church’s location was once the site of Boston’s granary, a 12,000-bushel grain storage warehouse that provided food for the poor. The grain facility gave its name to the adjacent Granary Burying Ground, established in 1660, where 2300 heritage gravestones and 204 tombs sit in rows behind an iron fence along Tremont St.

As you walk through the cemetery, you can read about the eminent and ordinary Bostonians laid to rest here, from Revolutionary patriots John Hancock, Paul Revere and Samuel Adams to victims of the 1770 Boston Massacre. Peter Faneuil, for whom Faneuil Hall is named, is buried here, as are women, such as Mary Buttolph Thaxter Gutteridge, who took over Gutteridge Coffee House, one of the city’s first coffee shops, in 1718 after her husband’s death.

While most free Black people who had lived in colonial-era Boston were buried in the North End’s Copp’s Hill Burying Ground, some enslaved people were interred in the Granary Burying Ground in the tombs of their owners or former owners, including Chloe Spear, who documented her life in the posthumously published book, Memoir of Mrs Chloe Spear, a Native of Africa, Who Was Enslaved in Childhood and Died in Boston, January 3, 1815, Aged 65 Years.
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RADICAL WOMEN

Statues outside the State House honor two early radical women.

Anne Hutchinson

Considered one of the USA’s first feminists, Hutchinson (1591–1643) held meetings questioning Puritan teachings about salvation. In 1638, religious leaders excommunicated her.

Mary Dyer

After emigrating from England, Dyer (1611–60) became a Hutchinson follower. After returning to England from 1652 to 1657, she became a Quaker. Coming back to New England – which had enacted harsh anti-Quaker laws – as a missionary, Dyer was condemned to death and publicly hanged.




MORE FREEDOM TRAIL ADVENTURES

For more guided Freedom Trail tours, from walks led by guides in period dress to historical programs that the National Park Service offers, see Freedom Trail Experiences.



Eating on Beacon Hill: Pastries, Pizza, Pubs & More

Tatte Take a break for coffee and pastries at this local bakeshop’s Charles St branch. 7am-8pm Mon-Sat, to 7pm Sun $

Florina Pizzeria & Paninoteca Caters to politicos with pizza and grilled panini directly behind the State House. 11am-8pm Mon-Fri $

Tip Tap Room A friendly pub offering ‘tips’ (steak, chicken, swordfish and more) and ‘taps’ (dozens of beers). hours vary $$

Beacon Hill Hotel & Bistro Dig into salads, sandwiches and local seafood in the hotel’s contemporary dining room. hours vary $$$


LITTLE FEET & BIGGER FEET

If your children have a penchant for history, they’ll enjoy following the red line that links key sites in Boston’s early settlement. You can also sign up for Boston by Little Feet (bostonbyfoot.org/tours/boston-by-little-feet), a guided walk along the Freedom Trail that’s designed for kids between the ages of six and 12.

Boston by Foot, which runs these one-hour family-friendly walking tours, offers many other urban walks, including the ‘Heart of the Freedom Trail,’ a one-hour intro to the trail’s historic sites, and the two-hour ‘Road to Revolution’ tour, which examines the events that led up to the American Revolution. Guides also lead a 1½-hour walk back in time through the streets of Beacon Hill.



Eating on Beacon Hill: Dinner in the Neighborhood

Grotto Bring a special someone to this intimate subterranean restaurant with a contemporary Italian menu. 5-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat $$$

Mooo.... This modern steakhouse at the XV Beacon Hotel indulges your carnivorous cravings. 7am-1:30pm & 5:30-9pm Sun-Fri, to 10pm Sat $$$

Ma Maison This Cambridge St bistro specializes in French classics from onion soup to coq au vin. 11am-9:30pm $$$

75 Chestnut Long-standing neighborhood eatery known for its crowd-pleasing seafood and steaks. 5-11pm Mon-Fri, from 10:30am Sat & Sun $$$


WHO IS CHARLIE?

The CharlieCard, the reloadable fare card for Boston’s public transit system, takes its name from a celebrated song, ‘Charlie on the MTA,’ about a man who didn’t have the nickel he needed to get off the train. The Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA), the previous operator of the city’s subway system, had proposed a fare hike requiring passengers to pay on both boarding and disembarking – the extra nickel that Charlie didn’t have, condemning him to an unending underground ride.

The song’s chorus croons:

Did he ever return?

No, he never returned,

And his fate is still unlearn’d.

He may ride forever

’neath the streets of Boston.

He’s the man who never returned.





WALKING WHERE THE LITERATI LIVED
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The Boston Literary District’s self-guided walks highlight literary landmarks. This 0.7-mile Beacon Hill stroll leads to former residences (now all private homes) of distinguished neighborhood denizens.

Start at 1 103 Charles Street, home to Josephine St Pierre Ruffin (1842–1924), who published the Woman’s Era Journal, the first newspaper by and for Black women. Turn right onto Revere St. Poet Robert Lowell (1917–77) wrote a prose piece, 2 ‘91 Revere Street,’ about his Beacon Hill childhood and difficult family.

Follow Cedar St south to Mt Vernon St where several authors lived, including Kahlil Gibran (1883–1931), the Lebanese-American author of the 1923 book The Prophet, at 3 108 Mt Vernon Street, and novelist Henry James (1843–1916), who penned The Portrait of a Lady and The Turn of the Screw, at 4 102 Mt Vernon Street. Poet Robert Frost (1874–1963), recognized for ‘The Road Not Taken,’ resided at 5 88 Mt Vernon Street. Around the corner, Sylvia Plath (1932–63), author of The Bell Jar, lived at 6 9 Willow Street with her English poet husband Ted Hughes (1930–98). Circle back to Louisburg Sq, where Little Women author Louisa May Alcott (1832–88) resided at 7 10 Louisburg Square, and Robin Cook (1940–), who wrote Coma and other medical thrillers, lived at 8 16 Louisburg Square.

Turn right onto Pinckney St. Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804–64), author of The Scarlet Letter, lived briefly at 9 No 54. Walden author Henry David Thoreau (1816–62) lived at 10 No 4 as a child. Turn left onto Joy St, right on Myrtle and left onto Hancock. Lois Lowry (1937–), author of young adult fiction, including Number the Stars and The Giver, resided at 11 39 Hancock.



Beacon Hill’s Black History

A community hub

The Museum of African American History shares stories of the Black community that lived in Boston, primarily on Beacon Hill’s north slope, in the 18th and 19th centuries. Two adjacent buildings comprise the museum, the Abiel Smith School and the African Meeting House.

Dating from 1835, the Abiel Smith School was the first public school for Black students in the United States. The school received initial funding from the estate of white businessman Abiel Smith, who donated $4000 for educating Black children. The building now houses changing exhibits about Boston’s Black heritage, with many items drawn from the museum’s collection of 3000-plus artifacts.

Next door, the African Meeting House is the oldest Black church in the USA. Museum-led tours, beginning in the 1806 building, take you through the history of Boston’s Black community: how it developed educational programs, financial services and various businesses that served its residents, and how it agitated for the community’s rights.

Many anti-slavery activists spoke from the meeting house, including newspaper publisher and abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison and the formerly enslaved Frederick Douglass, who became a leader in the abolitionist movement. Maria W Stewart (1803–79), a women’s rights and anti-slavery advocate who attended Boston’s African Baptist Church in the meeting house, became one of the first women in the USA to give a public speech, calling for equality in an 1832 address. She was also the first Black US woman to publish a political essay.

The meeting house’s Baptist congregation sold the building in 1898, and in 1904 it became a Jewish synagogue. The Museum of African American History purchased the meeting house in 1972.


A BROADER BLACK HISTORY EXPERIENCE
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To learn more about Boston’s Black heritage, Christian Walkes, Director of Education and Interpretation programs at the Museum of African American History, suggests the following resources.

Museum of African American History

In addition to its exhibits and tours, the Museum of African American History hosts lectures and other educational events throughout the year. The museum also organizes events in partnership with the National Park Service and the Boston African American National Historical Site, which leads tours of the Black Heritage Trail.

African American Trail Project

This project led by Tufts University links Black heritage routes across New England. Its website (africanamericantrailproject.tufts.edu) includes information about other regional trails and Black history resources.





WALKING THE BLACK HERITAGE TRAIL
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The 1.5-mile Black Heritage Trail illuminates the free Black community living on Beacon Hill in the 1800s. You can also walk this route using the self-guided National Park Service app.

Start at the 1 Robert Gould Shaw and Massachusetts 54th Regiment Memorial. Walk west on Beacon St, turn right onto Joy St and then left onto Pinckney St to the 2 George Middleton House. Built in 1787 and owned by African American activist Middleton (1735–1815), it’s among Beacon Hill’s oldest remaining homes. Continue west on Pinckney to the 3 Phillips School, a formerly white-only institution that became one of Boston’s first integrated schools in 1855. At 86 Pinckney, 4 John J Smith House was a stop on the Underground Railroad. Smith served three terms in the Massachusetts House of Representatives. Turn left on Cedar La Way, right on Mt Vernon St and right onto Charles St to the 5 Charles Street Meeting House. Constructed in 1807, it was known as Charles Street AME Church from 1876 to 1939, when it became the largest of Boston’s Black churches.

Walk north on Charles and then zigzag up to Phillips St, where the 6 Lewis & Harriet Hayden House at No 66 was among Boston’s most active Underground Railroad safe houses. 7 John Coburn House (2 Phillips St) was home to an active member of the anti-slavery New England Freedom Association.

Turn downhill on Irving St, right onto Cambridge St and right onto Joy St, where the Smith Court Residences housed many Black Bostonian families during the 1800s. The Black Heritage Trail ends at the Abiel Smith School and African Meeting House, which together comprise the 8 Museum of African American History.




Local Life on Beacon Hill

Through the lens of history

Even if you don’t have a friend with a Beacon Hill manor, visiting the neighborhood’s historic buildings gives you a glimpse of local life in days gone by.

At the Nichols House Museum, an 1804 townhouse on Mt Vernon St attributed to Charles Bulfinch, take a guided tour to explore the elegant interior of the four-story structure while you learn about the Nichols family, who purchased the home in 1885 and whose three daughters, Rose, Marian and Margaret, grew up here.

The eldest, Rose Standish Nichols, became one of the first female landscape architects in the United States, and she designed more than 70 gardens and wrote several books on landscape architecture. She also did woodworking and needlework, and throughout the house are chairs and chests that she carved, as well as cushions and other fabrics that she embroidered. Inheriting the house from her parents in 1930, Rose hosted regular salons in the parlor, and as a pacifist and suffragist, held meetings in support of those causes. She lived here until she died in 1960 at age 88.

Established in 1807 near the Massachusetts State House on Beacon St, the Boston Athenaeum is one of the oldest libraries in the country, with extensive collections of rare books and artworks. Members can borrow from its circulating collection of more than a half million volumes, but the library, with reading rooms overlooking the historic Granary Burying Ground, is open to visitors too.

Reserve a spot on a one-hour guided Art & Architecture Tour (bostonathenaeum.org/visit/take-a-tour) to learn more about the building’s cultural heritage, and check the online calendar (events.bostonathenaeum.org) for art exhibits, lectures and other events. To stay longer, purchase a day pass and commune with the spirits of Louisa May Alcott and other literary figures who once browsed its stacks.

The neighborhood where the West End meets Beacon Hill had a large Jewish community in the late 1800s and early 1900s, from a wave of Eastern European and Russian immigration. Serving this community were 55 synagogues, but today only one remains: Vilna Shul.

Jewish immigrants from Vilnius, Lithuania, built this Phillips St building in 1919, which served the community until the 1980s. Though no longer used as a synagogue, the restored Vilna Shul is now a Jewish cultural center, hosting concerts, movies, lectures and other events. In partnership with local tour company Boston By Foot, the Shul offers occasional walking tours of Beacon Hill, highlighting the neighborhood’s Jewish heritage and the history of the Vilna Shul (vilnashul.org/about/tours).
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MORE BOOKISH BOSTON

Stop to browse the tomes at the Brattle Book Shop, half a block from Boston Common. It’s among the oldest antiquarian bookstores in the USA.




THE SUBWAY SCULPTRESS

A brick townhouse at 6 Pinckney St was home to Bashka Paeff (1893–1973), who was born to a Jewish family in Belarus and emigrated to Boston. To finance her sculpture studies, Paeff found a job as a ticket seller at Park Street Station, earning the nickname ‘the Subway Sculptress.’

Paeff’s most controversial work was a commission from the state of Maine, a sculpture installed in Kittery in 1926 that she called The Horrors of War, although officially it was titled Sacrifices of War or The Soldiers and Sailors Memorial. In Boston’s Public Garden, look for her 1934 Boy and Bird fountain near the Arlington St entrance.








Back Bay
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DISTINCTIVE ARCHITECTURE AND CONTEMPORARY ART

Once a swamp, the Back Bay evolved into a sophisticated society hub after land was reclaimed to create this neighborhood. Stroll its streets lined with grand residences and chic art galleries.
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Before the 1850s, the neighborhood now known as the Back Bay was underwater. As Boston was outgrowing the districts along the downtown waterfront and posh Beacon Hill, government leaders decided to reclaim this swampy land along the Charles River. Workers transported loads of sand from the suburb of Needham, filling in the bog and creating more than 400 acres for the city’s expansion. The district quickly became a desirable residential community

Parklike Copley Sq is the Back Bay’s center, with the grand red-stone Trinity Church on one side and the Boston Public Library on the other. Many Victorian- and Edwardian-style townhouses still stand along Beacon St, Marlborough St and Commonwealth Ave. Art galleries, restaurants, and a mix of high-end and chain stores line fashionable Newbury St, while architectural landmarks like the Prudential Center are set on commercial Boylston St. The Charles River bounds the neighborhood to the north, with the South End on its opposite side. The area’s cross streets start with Arlington St at the Public Garden and run alphabetically west to Hereford St. Mass Ave separates the Back Bay from the Fenway-Kenmore neighborhood.

One of the best ways to experience the Back Bay is on foot, wandering past its stately homes, along the tree-lined Commonwealth Avenue mall or the riverside Esplanade, and in and out of its shops and galleries. Take in an organ concert at Trinity Church, explore the artworks inside the Boston Public Library and ride the elevator to the 52nd floor of the Prudential Tower for a panorama across the city.

The Back Bay has a good selection of accommodations. While some are luxurious with prices to match, you can also find smaller midrange inns and hotels. Restaurants span the gamut as well, from coffee and pastry shops to fast-casual eateries and high-end dining rooms.
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DON’T MISS…

Boston Public Library

Beyond its books, this architectural attraction houses famous art, a tearoom and a television studio.

Trinity Church

Designed by HH Richardson, this 1877 place of worship hosts concerts on its heritage organ.

Charles River Esplanade

Take in the Boston and Cambridge skylines from this parklike path along the water.

The View

The observation decks atop the Prudential Tower offer vistas across the city.

Newbury StREET Galleries

Browse the city’s most fashionable art showcases.

Mapparium

Immersive yourself in this stained-glass representation of the world.




TOP TIP

To pick up snacks or a quick bite in the Back Bay, look for food trucks parked around Copley Sq or stop into the below-street-level Boylston St grocery that calls itself ‘the smallest Trader Joe’s in the known universe.’
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 Boston Public Library

2 Charles River Esplanade

3 Trinity Church

SIGHTS

4 419 Boylston Street

5 Arlington Street Church

6 Boston Marathon Memorial

7 Boston Women’s Memorial

8 Copley Society of Art

9 Emmanuel Church

10 Fairmont Copley Plaza

11 First Church of Christ, Scientist

12 Gallery Naga

13 Gibson House Museum

14 Guild of Boston Artists

15 John Hancock Tower

16 Krakow Witkin Gallery

17 Mapparium & Mary Baker Eddy Library

18 Napoleon Club

19 New Old South Church

20 Norman B Leventhal Map & Education Center

21 Old John Hancock Tower

22 Park Square

23 Parkman Bandstand

24 Pellas Gallery

25 The View

SLEEPING

26 284 Back Bay By Sonder

27 Charlesmark Hotel

28 College Club

29 Copley Square Hotel

30 Newbury

EATING

31 Beacon

Cafe Landwer (see 27 )

Contessa (see 30)

Courtyard Tea Room (see 1)

32 Eataly

33 Flour Bakery & Cafe

34 Krasi Meze & Wine

35 LA Burdick Chocolates

36 Life Alive

37 Moon Bar

Mooncusser (see 37)

38 Newsfeed Cafe

39 Parish Cafe

40 Porto

41 Saltie Girl

42 Salty Pig

43 Trident Booksellers & Cafe

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

OAK Long Bar + Kitchen (see 10)

44 Pavement Coffeehouse

Stratus (see 25)

Street Bar (see 30)

ENTERTAINMENT

45 Berklee Performance Center

46 Red Room at Cafe 939

SHOPPING

47 Prudential Center




Boston Public Library

Books, art and more

When it opened in 1854, the Boston Public Library became the first free public library in the United States. The current structure fronting Copley Sq, with two connected buildings stretching a full block along Boylston St, is the library’s third physical location.

Designed by architect Charles Follen McKim, the beaux-arts McKim Building opened in 1895, with a serene inner courtyard modeled after Rome’s Palazzo della Cancelleria and a 2nd-floor reading room, Bates Hall, with classic, green-shaded reading lamps atop rows of wooden tables. Painter John Singer Sargent (1856–1925) crafted a series of murals titled Triumph of Religion around the 3rd floor, a project that took him 29 years to complete.

The library’s more modern addition, which architect Philip Johnson designed, opened in 1972. While the boxy granite structure gave the library far more space, its austere design wasn’t particularly welcoming. Several decades later, when architects William Rawn Associates undertook the library’s next renovation, they enhanced the Boylston St building with a more hospitable entrance and large windows that allow natural light to stream in.

Today, the library is as much a community event space as a place to read books, with author talks, concerts and other events. Newsfeed Cafe, in the Boylston St lobby, serves coffee and light meals and hosts regular live broadcasts of WGBH, the local public television station. In the McKim Building, you can enjoy afternoon tea in the Courtyard Tea Room.
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ART IN THE LIBRARY

Not only does the Boston Public Library house thousands of books, but it also has a museum-worthy art collection. Download an art brochure on the BPL website (bpl.org/art-architecture) or pick one up at the library information desks to wander on your own. For a more in-depth look at what’s behind and on the library walls, take a free guided art and architecture tour to learn about the library’s design, classical sculptures, ornate ceiling mosaics, and murals by artists including Pierre Puvis de Chavannes and John Singer Sargent.




Hatch Memorial Shell

Music along the Charles

Conducted by Arthur Fiedler, the Boston Pops orchestra performed its first concert on the Charles River Esplanade in 1929 in a temporary ‘Music Oval.’ By 1941, a more enduring outdoor bandstand was completed, the Hatch Memorial Shell, now one of Boston’s most beloved music venues.

The don’t-miss Hatch Shell event is the annual Boston Pops July 4 concert, celebrating Independence Day with music and fireworks. Also look for GroundBeat, a series of free summer concerts featuring diverse local musicians.

The Hatch Shell is located between the Longfellow Bridge and the Arthur Fiedler Footbridge, which crosses Storrow Dr at Arlington St.
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Charles River Esplanade

Riverside roaming

In the late 1880s, landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted designed Charlesbank, a promenade along the Charles River’s Boston bank. But it wasn’t until the river was dammed in 1910 that the riverside was transformed from a smelly tidal basin to a scenic recreational area. In the 1930s, Olmsted disciple Arthur Shurcliff expanded the parkland, creating the foundation for the 3-mile linear park now known as the Charles River Esplanade.

With riverfront walking and cycling paths, the Esplanade extends from the Museum of Science to the Boston University Bridge west of Kenmore Sq. While the hum of Storrow Dr traffic is a constant backdrop (and you need to cross one of eight bridges over this busy roadway to reach the Esplanade), it’s a leafy location to exercise with river and city views. There are play areas for kids, tennis courts and public art, including a larger-than-life bust of Arthur Fiedler, the legendary conductor of the Boston Pops. The Esplanade Association (esplanade.org) offers park tours and events in the warmer months.
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Trinity Church

An architectural and artistic landmark

Architect Henry Hobson Richardson (1838–86) designed Trinity Church, with the massive multi-toned granite and sandstone face and rounded arches that came to define the Richardsonian Romanesque style. Like the rest of the Back Bay, the church is built on landfill, with thousands of wood pilings supporting its foundation. Consecrated in 1877 and anchoring the east side of Copley Sq, Trinity still has an active Episcopal congregation.

Inside, the 33 arched windows represent some of the finest stained-glass work in the United States. Artist John La Farge (1835–1910), who was responsible for the church’s interior, designed five of these, including Christ Preaching, three turquoise panels that glow above the sanctuary’s west end.

With several other artists, La Farge painted a series of murals covering more than 21,500 sq ft of the church’s interior, completing most in only five months during the winter of 1876 and 1877.

To learn more, take a guided tour or walk through the building on a self-guided audio tour. On the lower level, a thought-provoking exhibit examines the church’s role in New England’s slave economy in the 1700s and 1800s, its participation in the Black Lives Matter movement and ideas for how the institution can continue supporting diversity.

Check the church website (trinitychurchboston.org) for schedules of tours, concerts and other events. Before you leave, snap a photo of the church’s exterior reflected in the mirrored glass of the 200 Clarendon St tower, capturing Boston old and new.
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TRINITY’S ORGAN

With more than 7000 pipes under its grand dome, Trinity Church has two organs that, together, comprise the second-largest organ in Boston (the largest is located at the First Church of Christ, Scientist, also in the Back Bay). Stop in on Fridays, when Trinity hosts a 30-minute midday organ concert most weeks from September to June, the music resonating under the dome’s spectacular acoustics. These recitals are free, but donations (suggested $10) are welcome.




MORE IN BACK BAY

The View from the Pru

See the city from the sky

The boxy 52-story Prudential Tower has been a Back Bay landmark since it was constructed in 1964. Since then, the Prudential complex has been expanded to include additional office buildings, as well as an upscale shopping mall, home mostly to national chain stores and several food outlets. The main reason to visit ‘the Pru’ is The View, the multilevel observation deck on the 50th, 51st and 52nd floors.

The View experience starts at the top, where the 23ft-tall windows on all four sides show off vistas to the Boston Harbor Islands and the airport; across the Charles River to Cambridge; and over Fenway Park, the Back Bay Fens and South Boston. On a clear day, you can see the gentle rises of the Blue Hills to the south and New Hampshire’s mountains on the northern horizon. You can look up information about what you’re seeing on ‘virtual viewers’ (video screens that describe various areas and structures) or listen to the free audio guide.

Have a drink at Stratus, the cocktail lounge on the 51st floor, where you can also sit or stroll along the outdoor terrace – the highest in New England. On the 50th floor, multimedia exhibits tell you more about the city, its landmarks, festivals and neighborhoods, while an immersive theater lets you virtually tour different areas of the city. You can dine at The Beacon restaurant too.

Save this experience for a clear day, when you can best appreciate the expansive views.
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THE CITY FROM THE RIVER

For a different view of the city, go for a sail, paddle or guided tour along the Charles River. Based on the river a short walk from the MBTA Red Line’s Charles/MGH Station, Community Boating offers a variety of watercraft classes and provides boats to its members, but it also rents sailboats, kayaks and stand-up paddleboards to visitors between April and October. The dockmaster briefly interviews sailors to ensure they have prior sailing experience before going out on the water.

Prefer a guided experience? Boston Duck Tours (bostonducktours.com) runs entertaining sightseeing excursions in amphibious vehicles that travel the city streets and then plunge into the Charles River to continue touring on the water.



Eating in the Back Bay: Our Picks

Porto Stylish restaurant near the Prudential Center, which prepares Italian-Mediterranean coastal dishes. 5-9pm Tue-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat $$$

Saltie Girl Serves up seafood towers, lobster rolls and other specialties of the sea in a brownstone. 11am-10pm Sun-Wed, to 11pm Thu-Sat $$$

Mooncusser Inventive multicourse tasting menus with local ingredients grace the tables. 5:30-9:30pm Tue-Thu, from 5pm Fri & Sat $$$

Moon Bar This street-level bar serves mahi mahi ceviche and other small plates with equatorial flavors. 5-10:30pm Tue-Thu, to 11:30pm Fri & Sat $$

Back Bay’s Famous Churches

The district’s earliest notable buildings

From the majestic Trinity Church to more recent ecclesiastical structures, the Back Bay’s churches provide an architectural history of the neighborhood.

The cornerstone of Arlington Street Church was laid opposite the Public Garden in 1860, beginning the construction of the first public building in the newly created Back Bay. Boston architect Arthur Gilman modeled the brownstone exterior after London’s St Martin-in-the-Fields. Inside, the sanctuary has what’s considered to be the largest collection of Tiffany stained-glass windows in a single church. Around the corner on Newbury St, the stone building of Emmanuel Church held its first services in 1861.

Old South Church was founded in 1669, originally in a wooden meetinghouse downtown, where Benjamin Franklin was baptized; the second building, completed in 1729, was the Old South Meeting House. Known as the New Old South Church, the current ornate multi-hued stone church, with a green copper cupola and a bell tower that stands high above Copley Sq, was completed in 1875.

A landmark place of worship sits amid a 14-acre plaza where Huntington Ave meets Mass Ave. The First Church of Christ, Scientist, dubbed the ‘Mother Church,’ was constructed as part of an urban renewal plan that the city launched in the Back Bay in the 1960s. Overlooking a nearly 700ft-long reflecting pool, the church’s main structure was completed in 1972; its dramatic entrance portico was added in 1975. Inside, its 14,000-pipe organ is the city’s largest. Take a free guided tour of the church to learn more about the structure and the church’s history; check the website (christianscience.com/find-us/visit-the-mother-church/tour-the-mother-church) for a tour schedule.


MUSIC IN THE BACK BAY

Trinity Church

Stop into this Copley Sq landmark for its weekly midday organ recitals.

Emmanuel Church

Emmanuel Music, the resident ensemble, performs sacred music between September and May.

New Old South Church

The church hosts concerts by the Boston Choral Ensemble, Back Bay Chorale and other local groups.

Berklee Performance Center

Concerts and other events take to the stage at the 1215-seat Berklee College of Music theater.

Red Room at Cafe 939

Diverse up-and-coming musicians perform in this all-ages venue.




A GLOBE AT THE MOTHER CHURCH

Don’t miss the Mapparium, part of the Christian Science Church complex, an illuminated globe of the early 20th-century world.



More Architectural Landmarks

From the 1800s to modern times

Of the several buildings that the John Hancock insurance company constructed in Boston, two continue to define the Back Bay skyline. The Old John Hancock Tower was completed in 1947, its art deco base topped with a pyramid-shaped roof. A weather beacon on that roof gave rise to a famous local rhyme for predicting the day’s forecast: ‘Steady blue, clear view. Flashing blue, clouds due. Steady red, rain ahead. Flashing red, snow instead.’

The wedge-shaped mirrored-glass John Hancock Tower (its official name is now 200 Clarendon St) became the tallest building in New England when the 60-story structure was completed in 1976, a title it still retains.

Overlooking the Public Garden, the Ritz-Carlton Hotel was among the city’s most fashionable lodgings in its most fashionable district, when the brick structure was completed in 1927. Though the Ritz has since relocated to a contemporary building on Avery St downtown, its former Newbury St property is a hotel once again, The Newbury. Even if you don’t stay at this luxe lodging, stop into its classic Street Bar for a cocktail or take the elevator to the 17th-floor Italian restaurant, Contessa, where the wraparound windows overlook the entire city.

Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts was located on Copley Sq from 1876 until 1909, when it relocated to its current Huntington Ave structure. The former museum site became another posh hotel, Copley Plaza (now Fairmont Copley Plaza). Boston Mayor ‘Honey Fitz’ Fitzgerald, the grandfather of President John F Kennedy, hosted a reception for more than 1000 guests when the property – Boston’s first fully air-conditioned hotel – opened in 1912. Have a drink at the OAK Long Bar + Kitchen to imagine the settings that these early guests enjoyed.

Not every notable Back Bay building was a commercial space. Take a 45-minute tour of the Gibson House Museum to learn about neighborhood life in the late 1800s and early 1900s, when the Gibson family occupied this Beacon St townhouse. The matriarch of a well-to-do Boston Brahmin clan, Catherine Hammond Gibson wanted to be one of the first residents of the reclaimed Back Bay. In the 1850s, she constructed this five-story Renaissance Revival–style home outfitted with Japanese wallpaper, a commodious music room, and enough space to house her family and their live-in servants. Gibson reportedly hoped that this gracious house would improve her son Charles’ marriage prospects, and in 1871, he did marry Rosamond Warren, with whom he had three children.

Three Gibson generations occupied the house until Catherine’s passing in 1888. Charles’ and Rosamond’s son, Charles Hammond Gibson, Jr, a writer, musician and gay man known as Charlie, ultimately inherited the home. To learn more about Charlie and LGBTIQ+ life in early-20th-century Boston, join one of the Gibson House’s specialized tours, Charlie Gibson’s Queer Boston (thegibsonhouse.org/speciality-tours).
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BOSTON MARATHON MEMORIAL

In 2013, two bombs exploded near the finish line of the Boston Marathon in the Back Bay, causing three deaths and hundreds of injuries. Bolivian sculptor Pablo Eduardo crafted the Boston Marathon Memorial, with four glass and bronze columns illuminating the sky over Boylston St, to remember the three who lost their lives: 29-year-old Krystle Campbell from Medford, Massachusetts; Lingzi Lu, age 23, from Shenyang, China; and Martin Richard, an eight-year-old from Dorchester.

Installed in 2019, the memorial also honors MIT officer Sean Collier, whom the bombers shot and killed in Cambridge, and Sergeant Dennis Simmonds, who died in 2014 after suffering a severe head injury caused by an explosion the bombers set off in Watertown.



Drinking in the Back Bay: Best Cafes & Sweet Stops

Pavement Coffeehouse This independent coffee shop has several locations, including this cafe on Newbury St. 7am-4pm

LA Burdick Chocolates Stop into this chocolatier for several varieties of hot chocolate, cakes and handmade bonbons. 8am-9pm

Flour Bakery & Cafe Don’t miss the sticky buns at this popular bakeshop’s branch near Back Bay station. 7am-7pm Mon-Fri, 8am-6pm Sat & Sun

Cafe Landwer Starting the day with coffee and pastries, this Israeli-influenced cafe also serves shakshuka and falafel. 8am-9pm


BOSTON WOMEN’S MEMORIAL

The parklike path down the center of Commonwealth Ave is one of the nicest spots in the Back Bay for a walk. Stop to check out the Boston Women’s Memorial by sculptor Meredith Bergmann, honoring three significant Bostonians from different historical eras: Phillis Wheatley (1753–84), Abigail Adams (1744–1818) and Lucy Stone (1818–93).

Wheatley, who was born in West Africa and sold as a slave in Boston, published the first book by an African writer in the United States. The wife of the second US President John Adams, Abigail was an early advocate for women’s rights. One of the first Massachusetts women to graduate from college, Stone launched the Woman’s Journal, a respected women’s suffrage publication.



Eating in the Back Bay: Where to Get Brunch

Trident Booksellers & Cafe Bookshelves surround the tables inside this literary coffeehouse, which offers light meals. 8am-10pm $

Krasi Meze & Wine Artwork of avant-garde gods sets the scene with modern Greek flavors. 5-11pm Mon-Fri, plus 10am-3pm Sat & Sun $$

Contessa Italian-inspired brunches and cocktails at sunset, all with views across the city. 7:30am-2:30pm & 5-10pm $$$

Courtyard Tea Room Have afternoon tea inside the library – this tearoom serves savories and sweets with its brews. 10am-4:45pm $$$


Gallery Gamboling

Art walk along Newbury Street

Running from the Public Garden to Massachusetts Ave, Newbury Street is one of the Back Bay’s most fashionable thoroughfares, especially for shoppers and art lovers. Numerous galleries, most featuring high-end contemporary art, are located along the street.

Create your own gallery crawl, stopping into any art space that catches your eye as you stroll. Note that some galleries are located on either the lower or upper levels of Newbury St’s brownstones, so they’re not always clearly visible from the street. Look up or down for their signs.

If you’d like to preview what’s on view at the galleries on Newbury St and beyond, check the listings at the ArtForum Art Guide (artguide.artforum.com/artguide/place/boston).

Tip: One of the nicest times to wander along Newbury St is on Sundays between July and October, during Open Newbury Street, when the road is closed to car traffic.

[image: jpg]

Open Newbury Street | ALBI LEKIWI/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Mapping the World

Attractions for atlas aficionados

Map making may be becoming a lost art, but the Back Bay has two attractions for the geographically inclined.

Part of the massive Christian Science Church complex on Massachusetts Ave, the Mapparium is an immersive, stained-glass representation of the world as it existed in 1935. On 20-minute guided tours, you follow a walkway inside the three-story-tall globe, where an illuminated presentation about this unusual map details its history and points out how many country boundaries have changed since that time.

The Mapparium is inside the Mary Baker Eddy Library, which also includes exhibits about Eddy (1821–1910), who founded the Church of Christ, Scientist, in Lynn, Massachusetts, north of Boston in 1879. A quotation from Eddy in the library lobby captures her feelings for the city where she lived in the 1880s: ‘I love Boston…her laws have befriended progress.’

Inside the Boston Public Library, the Norman B Leventhal Map & Education Center mounts changing exhibitions that highlight how mapmakers have presented Boston and other destinations over time. A recent exhibit showed how Boston’s transit system maps have evolved, while others have featured women mapmakers or graphic representations of immigration to the city.


NOTABLE NEWBURY STREET GALLERIES

Krakow Witkin Gallery

Head down a skinny hallway and up to the 5th floor to this contemporary art space.

Gallery Naga

A contemporary gallery inside the neo-Gothic Church of the Covenant.

Pellas Gallery

This 2nd-floor space features works by emerging artists, most with local connections.

Copley Society of Art

The oldest nonprofit arts association in the USA represents 300-plus artists.

Guild of Boston Artists

This nonprofit gallery promotes local creators.



Eating in the Back Bay: Light Bites

Life Alive This brightly painted vegetarian bistro is part of a local chainlet, serving grain bowls, salads, wraps and juices. 7am-9pm $

Parish Cafe Local chefs created the recipes for the varied sandwiches at this long-standing eatery. 11:30am-midnight Sun-Wed, to 2am Thu-Sat $$

Salty Pig This trattoria crafts charcuterie boards, pasta and pizzas, including a pork lover’s version with ‘salty pig parts.’ 11:30am-10pm $$

Eataly Boston’s branch of the Italian food hall is a carnival of pastries, pizzas, sandwiches and wine. 8am-11pm $$


Lace Up Your Boots for the Walking City Trail

Discover Boston on foot

When Bostonian Miles Howard heard about San Francisco’s Crosstown Trail, a 17-mile walking route that crosses that California city, he began to think about how to create a similar walk through his hometown. The result is the Walking City Trail, a 27-mile urban route across Boston.

The trail links 17 Boston neighborhoods, from the Neponset River Reservation south of downtown to the Bunker Hill Monument in Charlestown. It’s divided into four sections of 6 to 8 miles each, enabling walkers to tackle each component individually or combine two or more into a longer urban adventure.

Some sections of the route take you through residential districts or neighborhood parks, while others follow more established greenways, such as Frederick Law Olmsted’s Emerald Necklace or the Charles River Esplanade. You can wander the trail through the city center, crossing the Back Bay, downtown and the North End, or combine a trail walk with detours to sights like the Massachusetts State House or the USS Constitution.

The Walking City Trail website (bostontrails.org) has a wealth of details for walkers, including both maps and turn-by-turn directions for each section of the route. You can also use apps like AllTrails or Google Maps to follow the trail. Check the website for details about free public group hikes, which take place throughout the year.
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PLANNING A BOSTON WALK
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Miles Howard, founder of the Walking City Trail, shares his tips for urban hiking.

Take transit

The availability of public transit sets urban hiking apart from wilderness hikes. Check the MBTA transit app to know your options.

Go off trail

You’re going to see or hear things that intrigue you when you’re hiking in the city. Take time to go ‘off trail’ to check out whatever seems interesting.

Pair hiking & sightseeing

Use urban walking to check out local sights. Hike through the Fenway to the Museum of Fine Arts or follow your hike with a nice dinner in the North End. Consider throwing a change of clothes into your backpack – just in case.






WALKING THE EQUALITY TRAIL
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On June 26, 1971, Boston’s first official Gay Pride March wound from the South End to Boston Common, as marchers read demands for eliminating discrimination against the LGBTIQ+ community. Walk the 2-mile Equality Trail, which the Boston Preservation Alliance (bostonpreservation.org) designed, highlighting stops along the march route.

Start at Broadway and Piedmont Sts outside 1 Jacques Cabaret, Boston’s oldest surviving LGBTIQ+ bar, where marchers urged the club to create a more hospitable environment for lesbians. Pass 52 Piedmont, where 2 Napoleon Club was a gay bar from 1952 to 1998. Turn right onto Arlington St and walk one block to 3 Park Square (where Arlington, Stuart and Columbus converge), a center of gay life in the 1950s and ’60s. Marchers took Columbus Ave to Berkeley St, marking the South End, with its large LGBTIQ+ community.

Turn right onto Berkeley to the 4 former Boston Police Headquarters (now Hotel AKA Back Bay), where marchers denounced police brutality. At Boylston, turn right, passing 5 419 Boylston Street, which housed LGBTIQ+ support organizations, the Homophile Union of Boston and the Daughters of Bilitis, to 6 Arlington Street Church, which held the nation’s first state-sanctioned same-sex wedding in 2004. Cross the 7 Public Garden, once a popular cruising site, to Beacon and Charles Sts. Follow Charles to 8 Charles Street Meeting House, where The Gay Community News was published from 1973 to 1992.

At the 9 Massachusetts State House, marchers protested anti-gay laws before traversing Boston Common to 10 St Paul’s Cathedral, where they called for churches to end LGBTIQ+ persecution. The march finished at 11 Parkman Bandstand.







Fenway-Kenmore
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HIGH CULTURE AND HIGHER EDUCATION

From Fenway Park to the Back Bay Fens, the Fenway-Kenmore neighborhood is vibrant and varied, home to diverse music venues and rich art museums. A lively student population keeps things fresh.
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Like neighboring Back Bay, much of the Fenway-Kenmore area used to be swampy marshland, until it was filled in and built up to accommodate the growing city in the late 19th century. Landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted designed a picturesque parkland, the Back Bay Fens, as the backbone of the new neighborhood. Along that scenic stretch sprung up the handsome edifices of esteemed cultural and educational institutions.

Fenway-Kenmore is now the epicenter of student life in Boston. Northeastern University and the five smaller ‘Colleges of the Fenway’ are all within a few blocks of one another, while the behemoth Boston University (BU) is a mile up the street. Some 60% of the neighborhood’s population is between the ages of 18 and 24, which might explain why Fenway-Kenmore contains so many great nightlife venues and concert halls, many of them lining Lansdowne St.

Fenway-Kenmore is also the epicenter of cultural life – not just drinking, dancing and rock ‘n’ roll, but also more high-minded pursuits. Dubbed ‘Avenue of the Arts,’ Huntington Ave represents a concentrated area of major and minor cultural venues, including Symphony Hall, two music academies and three art museums. This area has much to discover for lovers of art and music, including celebrated institutions such as the Boston Symphony Orchestra and the Museum of Fine Arts, and also small-scale venues, student recitals and street art.

The Red Sox moved to Fenway Park in 1912, adding one more layer to the already rich neighborhood. Since then, Fenway-Kenmore has been intimately connected with baseball and not just because of the shared name. On game days, the sports fanaticism is palpable.

Fenway-Kenmore packs a lot into its smallish area (just over 1 sq mile): sports, arts and student life. Diverse and dynamic, this neighborhood is a microcosm of Boston itself.
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DON’T MISS…

Museum of Fine Arts

An encyclopedic art museum with world-class collections of American, European and Japanese art.

Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum

See Mrs Jack’s assemblage of treasures in her magnificent Venetian-style palazzo.

Boston Symphony Orchestra

The celebrated musical ensemble works its magic in the exquisite Symphony Hall.

Fenway Park

The country’s oldest and most venerated baseball park, home of the Boston Red Sox.

Time Out Market

Boston’s best food hall, featuring celebrated chefs in the historic Landmark Center.

Street Art

The facades around Northeastern University and MassArt are covered with bold and beautiful murals.





TOP TIP

When the Red Sox are playing at home, the population of Fenway – Kenmore doubles, especially in the area south of Boylston St. If you’re not interested in baseball – we understand there are a few of you out there - you might want to stay away.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 Boston Symphony Orchestra

2 Fenway Park

3 House of Blues

4 Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum

5 Museum of Fine Arts

6 Time Out Market

SIGHTS

7 Back Bay Fens

8 BU Beach

9 Center for Computing & Data Sciences

10 David Ortiz Drive

11 Gate A

12 Kelleher Rose Garden

13 MassArt Art Museum

14 Mural of David Ortiz

15 Statues of Red Sox Greats

Symphony Hall (see 1 )

16 Victory Gardens

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

17 Berklee College of Music

18 Coit Observatory

19 New England Conservatory

20 Northeastern University

21 Rink @ 401 Park

SLEEPING

22 Charlesgate Suites

23 Eliot Hotel

24 Hotel Commonwealth

25 Inn at Longwood Medical

26 Oasis Guest House

27 Verb Hotel

EATING

28 Audubon

29 Cafe Sauvage

30 El Pelon

31 Eventide Fenway

32 Greek Gyro

33 Kenmore

34 Noodle Street

35 Phinista

36 Sweet Cheeks Q

37 Tasty Burger

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

38 Bill’s Bar

39 Bleacher Bar

40 Bullpen

41 Cask ‘n’ Flagon

42 Cheeky Monkey Brewing

43 Citizen Public House

44 Cornwall’s Tavern

45 Equal Measure

46 Fenway Johnnie’s

47 Fool’s Errand

Hojoko (see 27)

48 Lansdowne Pub

49 Loretta’s Last Call

50 Nathálie

51 Pavement Coffeehouse

52 Trillium Brewery

INFORMATION

53 Shattuck Visitor Center






TOP SIGHT
Museum of Fine Arts
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Boston’s premier art venue, the Museum of Fine Arts (MFA), occupies a handsome neoclassical building overlooking the Fens. Since 1876, it has been Boston’s premier venue for showcasing local, national and international works. The museum’s holdings encompass all eras, making it encyclopedic in scope. The MFA has too much to see in one visit, so choose a wing or two and enjoy.



PRACTICALITIES

Scan this QR code for prices and opening hours.
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Art of the Americas

The stunning four-story Americas wing exhibits art from the pre-Columbian era through to the 20th century. This wing is the star of the show at the MFA, and you could easily spend an entire day here. In the Shapiro Courtyard, David Chihuly’s Lime Green Icicle Tower signals that you’re in the right place.

Some of the most intriguing pieces are on the lower level, which houses pre-Columbian and Native American artwork, as well as a large collection of Colonial-era pieces.

Continuing upstairs, Level 1 showcases 18th- and 19th-century art, with several rooms dedicated to neoclassicism and Revolutionary Boston, including silver pieces by Paul Revere, such as the Sons of Liberty Bowl.

The second level is, perhaps, the richest part of the wing. An entire gallery is dedicated to John Singer Sargent, including his intriguing painting The Daughters of Edward Darley Boit. Highlights in the American Impressionism galleries include pieces by Mary Cassatt and the perennial local favorite, At Dusk (Boston Common at Twilight), by Childe Hassam.

The top floor is devoted to modernism, with wonderful works by Alexander Calder, Frank Stella and Georgia O’Keeffe. This level also has impressive additions by Latin American artists.


Don’t Miss

Sons of Liberty Bowl by Paul Revere

The Daughters of Edward Darley Boit by John Singer Sargent

At Dusk (Boston Common at Twilight) by Childe Hassam

Where Do We Come From? by Paul Gauguin



Art of Europe

Located in the museum’s northern wing, the MFA’s collection of European art spans the Middle Ages to the 20th century. The Italian Renaissance is well represented, with gilded icons and paintings by Botticelli, Titian and Tintoretto.

A highlight is the stirring collection of Impressionist and postimpressionist paintings, with masterpieces by Degas, Renoir and van Gogh, and a sizable collection of Monets (one of the largest outside Paris). Take time to contemplate Gauguin’s poignant questions in Where Do We Come From? What Are We? Where Are We Going?

In 2021, the MFA opened a research center for the study and appreciation of Netherlandish art, along with seven renovated galleries showcasing its collection of Dutch and Flemish fabulousness. Feast your eyes on some 100 paintings by Golden Age masters, including five by Rembrandt.

Art of Asia

One of the MFA’s strongest areas, the collection of Asian art, is located in the southwestern wing, along with works from the South Pacific and Africa. The centerpiece is the peaceful Buddhist Temple room on the 2nd floor, which is just one exhibit in a vast array of Japanese art, including prints and metalworks.

Art of the Ancient World

In the southeastern part of the museum, the MFA’s collection of ancient art dates from 6000 BCE to 600 CE and covers a huge geographic spectrum. The highlight is certainly the Egyptian galleries, especially the two rooms of mummies. The Etruscan painted tombs are also impressive.

Linde Family Wing for Contemporary Art

The west wing holds the MFA’s growing collection of contemporary art, which includes video, multimedia art and decorative arts in addition to more traditional media. The darling of museum patrons is Black River, a fantastic woven tapestry of discarded bottle caps, by Ghanaian artist El Anatsui.


Look Up Above

The centerpiece of the MFA’s beaux-arts building is the grand central staircase and lofty rotunda, its ceiling adorned with graceful murals painted by John Singer Sargent. The murals engage classical mythology to glorify the arts. See figures representing architecture, painting and sculpture being protected by the goddess Athena from the ravages of time (an allegory of the museum itself, no doubt).



TOP TIPS

• You can rent a guided multimedia tour (adult/child $6/4) in one of 10 languages, which uses video, audio and animation to provide extra insight into the museum’s highlights. Live guided tours are also available throughout the day.

• Youth aged 7 to 17 pay $10 admission, while kids under 7 are free of charge.

• In the Shapiro Courtyard, the New American Cafe is a delightful place for lunch. The Linde Wing has the inviting cafe Taste as well as a cafeteria in the basement.




Time Out Market

Boston’s best eateries under one roof

With its distinctive square tower, the art deco Landmark Center was built in 1928 for Sears, Roebuck and Co. Now it houses Time Out Market, which includes 15 eateries, two bars, and a demo kitchen for cooking classes and private events. It’s like a food court except classier, tastier and 100% Boston. From Cusser’s lobster rolls to Michael Schlow’s pasta and the Cushmans’ high-art sushi, the best of Boston dining is right here in Fenway.
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Taqueria El Barrio, Time Out Market | KIMBERLY MAROON/LONELY PLANET ©

Boston Symphony Orchestra

Heart-soaring music in a sublime setting

From September to April, the world-renowned Boston Symphony Orchestra (BSO) performs at the majestic Symphony Hall, under the direction of Andris Nelsons. One of the ‘Big Five,’ the BSO has won Grammy awards for both live performances and recordings.

Symphony Hall is beauteous to look at, and it is often lauded for its perfect acoustics – the architects engaged a Harvard physics professor to achieve this. You can learn more about this on a free 1½-hour tour, but to truly appreciate the physics, you have to come for a concert.

House of Blues

Top-notch concert venue with local roots

A lot has changed since Dan Akroyd founded the first House of Blues (in an actual blue house) in Harvard Sq in 1992. Now with 11 locations around the country, the House of Blues chain is owned by LiveNation, and the Boston location is actually in Boston (on Lansdowne St). Nowadays, HOB lacks the charm of the original blue house, but it makes up for it with A+ acoustics, excellent food and drink offerings, and effective crowd control (important at a general-admission 2200-capacity venue). Hometown favorites, including the Mighty Mighty Bosstones and the Dropkick Murphys, always play here when they’re in town. Recent years have also seen acts as diverse as the Breeders, Lil Yachty, Joss Stone and Massego.
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Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum

House of art and culture

This handsome Venetian-style palazzo was once home to Isabella Stewart Gardner, a celebrated 19th-century socialite and patron of the arts. She constructed this Fenway mansion to house the fantastic art collection that she and her husband had amassed over the years. Now a delightful museum, the palazzo contains some 2500 pieces of art and artifacts that Isabella personally collected or commissioned. The setting is stunning, especially the exquisite cloisters on the 1st floor.

The museum’s centerpiece is the delightful four-story courtyard filled with lush greenery, seasonal blooms and evocative sculptures.

Isabella’s will stipulated that her art-filled palazzo never be altered, so it took some finagling to get permission to construct an addition on the south side called the Piano Building. The space includes a lovely concert hall and a vibrant art-in-residency program, all to continue sharing Isabella’s love for art and culture with the community. Concerts take place on Sunday afternoons and occasional Thursday evenings.

It’s recommended to book your tickets in advance (gardnermuseum.org), especially on weekends, public holidays and school vacations.
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ART HEIST

On March 18, 1990, two thieves disguised as police officers broke into the Gardner Museum and stole nearly $200 million worth of artworks. The most famous painting stolen was Vermeer’s The Concert, but the loot also included pieces by Rembrandt, Manet and Degas, as well as French and Chinese artifacts. The crime was never solved. Since Isabella’s will stipulated that her exhibit should never be altered, the empty frames still hang on the walls.




Fenway Park

The USA’s most beloved ballpark

Home of the Boston Red Sox since 1912, Fenway Park is the oldest operating ballpark in the country and an obligatory pilgrimage site for baseball fans. What makes Fenway so special is the many quirks of its century-old construction, which often alter the course of games. The most famous is the Green Monster, the high, close left-field wall. It’s popular among right-handed hitters, who can score an easy home run with a high hit to left, but a powerful line drive might bounce off the Monster, turning a would-be home run into an off-the-wall double.

Other unique features include the original manual scoreboard in the left-field wall and the lone Red Seat in the bleachers, which marks the longest home run ever hit at Fenway (by former Red Sox player Ted Williams).

The best way to experience the thrill of Fenway Park is to watch the Olde Towne Team hit homers from April through October, but you can also learn about the ballpark’s history and more year-round on a tour that visits the press box, the visiting team’s locker room and the Green Monster seats.
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JERSEY STREET THEN & NOW

For 41 years, the road on the west side of Fenway Park was called Yawkey Way, after the former owner of the Red Sox. Tom Yawkey famously resisted efforts to racially integrate his baseball team, passing on the opportunity to sign Jackie Robinson and Willie Mays. The Sox were the last all-white team in the MLB. Current owner John Henry pushed to revert the street name to Jersey St, telling local newspapers he was ‘haunted’ by the club’s history.




MORE SPORTS

Located at TD Garden, the Sports Museum celebrates the City of Champions and all of its triumphs and tragedies in the wide world of sports.






A WALK AROUND FENWAY PARK
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Baseball fans can take this 0.75-mile walk around the outside of Fenway Park to pick up some fun facts and local lore about the Red Sox and this historic ballpark.

Start at 1 Gate A, the ballpark’s main entrance on Lansdowne St. The famous street is lined with buzzing bars, but the coolest place to pre-game is the aptly named 2 Bleacher Bar. You enter from the street, but the bar is tucked beneath the bleachers, with a big window looking onto center field.

Nearby, look for a striking 3 mural of David Ortiz on the ballpark’s exterior wall. He looks a little out of place swinging the bat while standing in water up to his knees. Commissioned by Action Pact Boston, the mural is part of a project to raise awareness about the climate change crisis, pointing out that the sea level is expected to rise 2ft by 2070. Around the corner, outside of Gate B, are a series of 4 statues of Red Sox greats. The touching sculpture Teammates depicts Ted Williams, Johnny Pesky, Bobby Doerr and Dom DiMaggio, four Hall of Famers who were teammates for seven years and friends for life. Nearby, Carl Yastrzemski, aka Yaz, was the 1967 MVP who went on to play for the Sox for 33 years. Here also is another statue of the legendary Ted Williams, still widely regarded as the greatest hitter in baseball history.

Turn right on Jersey St and continue across Brookline Ave onto 5 David Ortiz Drive, renamed in 2017 for the beloved Red Sox slugger. His big red number 34 is also here, along with the retired numbers of other Red Sox legends.




MORE IN FENWAY-KENMORE

Hear from the Masters

Fenway’s standout musical institutions

Musical notes waft out from every window in the southeastern corner of Fenway, where two prestigious music academies and one world-famous symphony orchestra are packed into a six-block area. Whatever music you wish to hear – classical, contemporary or something in between – you can likely catch a first-rate live performance.

The leader of Boston cultural institutions is the Boston Symphony Orchestra (BSO), which entertains listeners at spectacular Symphony Hall. In addition to the orchestra, chamber music and choral performances sometimes take place. A variety of money-saving schemes are available, including same-day rush tickets, discounts for young people (under 40) and occasional open rehearsals.

Across the street, the New England Conservatory is the country’s oldest music school and something of a feeder to the BSO. The NEC offers a packed calendar of concerts and recitals by students and faculty, and most are free of charge. The conservatory’s main performance venue is Jordan Hall, which is exquisite, both visually and acoustically.

At the Berklee College of Music, programs focus on contemporary music, especially jazz and modern American music. Like the NEC, student performances are often free of charge.
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QUEER CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS

Boston Gay Men’s Chorus

BGMC has been singing with pride for more than 40 years. The chorus has traveled around the world to raise its voice against hatred and homophobia. BGMC performs at Jordan Hall.

The Theater Offensive

Dedicated to theater by and for queer and trans folx since 1989, TTO explores queer themes, puts on theater festivals and supports LGBTIQ+ artists. TTO is constructing a permanent home, Boylston Black Box, expected to open in Fenway in 2024.



Eating & Drinking in Fenway-Kenmore: Neighborhood Faves

Pavement Coffeehouse Cozy up with coffee and bagels in this bohemian rhapsody, located in a former drum shop. 7am-4pm

Phinista A delightful French-Vietnamese cafe serving sweet crepes and savory sandwiches like banh mi. 9:30am-6pm $

Kenmore The rare kitchen that is open late (until at least 11:30pm). Best burgers in the ’hood. 11am-1am Mon-Wed, to 2am Thu-Sat, 10am-1am Sun $

Cornwall’s Tavern This English pub is a long-time neighborhood favorite for its friendly vibe and fun board games. 11:30am-2am Mon-Sat

Audubon A sophisticated take on a neighborhood pub, with excellent food. 11:30am-1am Sun-Wed, to 2am Thu-Sat $$

Sweet Cheeks Q Fun, casual and noisy spot with supremely tasty barbecue. The Bucket o’ Biscuits is the bomb. 4-9pm Mon-Thu, 11:30am-10pm Fri-Sun $$

Cafe Sauvage Convivial, cozy and delightfully Parisian. The creative menu mixes French and international fare. hours vary $$

Nathálie A seductive spot serving small-production wines and delicious nibbles. 3-11pm Tue-Thu, to midnight Fri, noon-midnight Sat

Unseen Art Scene

Find Fenway’s unexpected masterpieces

It’s no secret that Fenway is Boston’s artistic heart and home of its most venerable artistic institutions, but this neighborhood is more than its famous venues.

Besides the two major museums, Fenway is also home to the Massachusetts College of Art and Design, better known as MassArt, the country’s only public college of art, opened in 1873. The college showcases work by students, faculty and alumni at the on-site MassArt Art Museum, which is open Thursday through Sunday. Prepare to have your mind blown – or at least opened – by the innovative and experimental works on display.

Fenway is also rich in public art, especially around the campus of Northeastern University. Walk around the blocks between Huntington Ave, Forsyth St and Ruggles St to discover a veritable museum of outdoor art, including the exuberant paintings of Silvia López Chavez covering the exterior of the Ruggles T station. Some of the murals are super prominent, but keep your eye out for several smaller-scale, black-and-white works by Jef Aerosol. The campus is also dotted with whimsical sculptures, such as the striking, science-inspired, stainless steel pieces by physicist David Bakalar.

Urban Oasis

Find respite in the Fens

Winding from Boylston St in the east to Brookline Ave in the west, the Back Bay Fens is a string of gardens and greens that offers a welcome retreat for urban dwellers and visitors. A loop around the entire park is 2.5 miles, but the fun of the Fens lies in exploring the interior.

The eastern end of the Fens is mostly occupied by Victory Gardens, the country’s only remaining such gardens, which were originally planted in 1941 to raise food during wartime. These community gardens are still well cared for and prolific.

South of Agassiz Rd, the river widens and bends around a WWII memorial and a Japanese temple bell that was a postwar peace offering. Here also is the elegant Kelleher Rose Garden, open from April to November but absolutely glorious when it’s in full bloom in June.

Along the road, look for a mini architectural masterpiece, designed by Henry Hobson Richardson of Trinity Church fame. The former pumping station now houses the Shattuck Visitor Center for the Emerald Necklace Conservancy. From May to October, the Conservancy offers free guided tours of the Back Bay Fens (emeraldnecklace.org/about-us/shattuck-visitor-center/guided-tours).

Further south, the Fens becomes a more functional urban park, with ballfields, basketball courts and a track. If you’ve worked up your appetite, you’re in luck. A row of welcoming, affordable restaurants is just a few steps away on Peterborough St.
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POIGNANT PUBLIC ART
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Lisa Tung, Executive Director of MassArt Art Museum @maamboston

A prominent piece of public art in the Fenway, visible from the Avenue of the Arts, is Steve Locke’s NORMAL (2023). This work was created to honor the legacy of Massachusetts College of Art and Design as the nation’s only publicly funded independent art school.

Simple yet effective, Locke has illuminated in hot pink the ‘Normal’ in the sign for Boston Normal School. This was MassArt’s original name when it was founded in 1906 as a teacher’s college. Best when seen at dusk or night, NORMAL affirms that the arts are a vital part of our everyday – normal – existence.



Eating in Fenway-Kenmore: Fast & Friendly

El Pelon Always a favorite for burritos and tacos, especially the taco pescado made with crispy cod. 11am-10pm $

Greek Gyro Should be called ‘My Big Fat Greek Gyro’ because the sandwiches are so large. 11am-8pm Sun-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat $

Tasty Burger We miss the original location in a former gas station, but never fear, the burgers are still tasty. 11am-2am $

Eventide Fenway Just-shucked oysters and brown butter lobster rolls followed by soft-serve ice cream. You won’t be sorry. 11am-9pm $$

Ice Ice Baby

Ice skating and winter warm-ups

Want to chase away your winter blues? Lace up your skates and head to the outdoor Rink @ 401 Park for a whirl around the ice. If ice skating around in a circle doesn’t sound too exciting, come for broomball or ‘ice flow yoga.’ Skates are available to rent.

After one too many falls, you deserve a treat from Trillium Brewery or Time Out Market. For an irresistible winter warm-up, we recommend noodle soup from Ms Cluck’s Deluxe or a ‘roasty’ stout from Trillium. You earned it!

Bar Crawl

Nightlife on Lansdowne St

For a fun night out, head to Lansdowne St, where bars and clubs are lined up along the north side of the street.

Lansdowne Pub is the friendly Irish pub you are looking for, with live music and fun events every night of the week.

Calling itself Fenway’s original music venue, Bill’s Bar has been around longer than any other place on this strip. Come for comedy on Fridays, DJs on Saturdays and reggae on Sundays.


Check out Cheeky Monkey Brewing for a rotating selection of beers, an eclectic food menu and live music from Thursday to Saturday, plus pool and ping-pong tables.

Boston’s best country bar (granted, it’s a small pool) is Loretta’s Last Call, beloved among southern transplants and anyone with a country soul. It has line dancing on Tuesdays and live music on other nights. Don’t miss the Backdoor Donuts pop-up (at the side door, really, but close enough).


EMERALD NECKLACE & BEYOND

The Back Bay Fens are one link in the Emerald Necklace, a chain of parks that cuts across the city. Connect to the next link in the chain in the Streetcar Suburbs or hook up with the 27-mile Walking City Trail the Back Bay.




SUSTAINABILITY SUPERSTAR

Towering over the Charles River like a precarious stack of books, the Center for Computing & Data Sciences (CCDS) at Boston University is certainly visually intriguing, but what’s got everybody talking is its cutting-edge approach to sustainability. The building has no gas line, and BU claims it is 100% fossil-fuel-free. CCDS is heated and cooled by geothermal stores that lie 1500ft underground. Pumps draw the heat down into the ground during the summer and then bring it back up in the winter. The interior design is also innovative, a ‘vertical campus’ that strives to foster interaction and collaboration.



Drinking in Fenway-Kenmore: Where to Get Cocktails

Hojoko ‘Rock-n-roll sushi tavern.’ An eclectic list of cocktails and sakes enhances the funky vibe. 11:30am-10pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Citizen Public House A dark, enticing whiskey bar with raw oysters and craft cocktails. 5pm-1am Mon-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat, 5-10pm Sun

Fool’s Errand An intimate standing-room-only setting for fancy drinks and little bites. 5pm-midnight Wed-Sat

Equal Measure A sophisticated cocktail bar in an art deco setting. 11:30am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Star Light, Star Bright

Join the junior stargazers’ convention

On Wednesday nights when the skies are clear, the Boston University astronomy department welcomes the public into the Coit Observatory to peer through its fancy telescopes and gaze into the heavens. Actual astronomers are on hand to tell you where to look and what you are seeing. It’s the middle of Boston, so it’s not the darkest sky in the world, but the lenses are powerful, and the company is knowledgeable. It’s free but you need to book your spot the Thursday before (bu.edu/astronomy/community/open-night-observatory).


BEST BU STUDENT HANGOUTS
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Andrew DiBiasio is the Lifestyle Editor at Boston University’s independent student newspaper, Daily Free Press. @andrew_dibiasio

BU Beach

The campus backyard blooms with activity in the spring, with spike ball, sunbathing, music, and quick access to the Charles River Esplanade.

Coolidge Corner

A quaint neighborhood with independent bookstores, recycled-fashion outlets and a vintage theater less than a mile from the west end of campus.

Noodle Street

Quality Asian cuisine served sprightly with the scan of a QR code. Hefty portion sizes and tender hospitality leave students with full hearts and stomachs.

Time Out Market

Local eateries, ample seating and outdoor seasonal events close to campus.



Drinking in Kenmore SqUARE: Where to Go Before the Game

Fenway Johnnie’s Upscale sports bar with a baseball theme. Good food but it gets rowdy. 4pm-late Thu-Sat, plus home game days

Cask ‘n’ Flagon The Cask has been serving the Fenway faithful since 1969. 11:30am-midnight Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat

Bleacher Bar Hidden beneath the bleachers, this spot offers a view onto the field. Get your name on a waiting list for a window seat. hours vary

Bullpen Duck down a dark alley to find this gritty but endearing place with a secret entrance (for ticket holders) onto Jersey St. hours vary






South End
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VICTORIAN GENTILITY WITH A CREATIVE EDGE

The South End is one of the city’s most intriguing neighborhoods, maintaining the refinement of its Victorian roots but also embracing a thoroughly modern, artsy and creative vibe.
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Now a diverse and dynamic community, the South End has gone through many transformations since the early days of Boston’s history. Until the 19th century, Boston Neck was a narrow isthmus that connected the Shawmut Peninsula to the Massachusetts mainland. Surrounded by the swampy tidal marshes of South Bay, the Neck was the only land access to the city, along a road then called Orange St. A gate guarded access to the city, while the gallows stood just outside.

In the 19th century, as Boston grew, the marshland around the Neck was filled in, the gallows came down, Orange St was renamed Washington St, and South Bay became the South End. Charles Bulfinch laid out the streets in the style of a refined English residential neighborhood, with Victorian homes and pocket gardens. Today, this 300-acre district represents the largest concentration of Victorian row houses in the country.

Despite the city’s grand plans, the swank of the South End did not last. Instead, immigrants and workers moved into nearby tenements. A large Black population fostered a lively jazz scene, but the neighborhood had fallen on hard times – until that exquisite Victorian architecture caught the queer eye.

In the late 20th century, the South End was claimed and cleaned up by the gay community, which restored houses, advocated for LGBTIQ+ rights, and flocked to neighborhood restaurants and clubs. Artists and other creatives followed, turning the former industrial area south of Washington St into the vibrant SoWa Arts District. The South End offers a vibrant art and theater scene, fabulous dining and some vestiges of its jazzy past. It’s still home to the city’s most visible concentration of gay folx (but everyone wants to live here now). Best of all, it is a community that values diversity and consciously works for inclusivity.
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DON’T MISS…

SoWa Artists Guild

Buy, browse, contemplate and make art in one place.

SoWa Open Market

Shop at the city’s largest and best outdoor arts and crafts market.

Victorian Architecture

Stroll the streets and admire the country’s largest collection of Victorian row houses.

Underground at Ink Block

A fabulous collection of street murals hidden away beneath the highway.

Wally’s Cafe

Soak up some bluesy vibes in a historic, divey jazz club.

THE BEEHIVE

Sip cocktails and enjoy live music in a retro repro speakeasy.




TOP TIP

It’s a half-mile walk from Back Bay station to the heart of the South End, but don’t forget about the ‘bus rapid transit,’ aka the Silver Line. Two efficient lines – the SL4 from South Station and the SL5 from Downtown Crossing – run along Washington St.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 Beehive

2 SoWa Artists Guild

3 SoWa Open Market

4 SoWa Vintage Market

5 Underground at Ink Block

SIGHTS

Alpha Gallery (see 2)

6 Blackstone Square

7 Boston Sculptors Gallery

Bromfield Gallery (see 2)

8 Cathedral of the Holy Cross

9 Franklin Square

10 Harriet Tubman Square

11 Haven Street

Kingston Gallery (see 2)

12 MassArt x SoWa

Mills Gallery (see 49)

13 Park Plaza Castle

14 Rutland Square

15 South End Burying Ground

16 Titus Sparrow Park

17 Union Park

ACTIVITIES & COURSES

Boston Fiber Co (see 2)

Clay Lounge (see 2)

SLEEPING

18 Copley House

19 Inn @ St Botolph

20 Revere Hotel

21 Revolution Hotel

22 StayPineapple

EATING

23 Anoush’ella

24 Atlántico

25 B&G Oysters

26 Bar Mezzana

27 Blunch

28 Bootleg Special

29 Charlie’s Sandwich Shoppe

30 Coppa Enoteca

31 Elephant Walk

32 Lobstah on a Roll

33 Marseille

34 Metropolis Cafe

35 Myers + Chang

36 Picco

37 South End Buttery

38 Toro

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

39 Barcelona Wine Bar

40 Berkeley Perk

41 Blackbird Doughnuts

42 Cathedral Station

43 Club Cafe

Cosmica (see 21)

44 Delux Cafe

45 Five Horses Tavern

46 Jacques Cabaret

47 Render Coffee

48 Sip of Joy

ENTERTAINMENT

49 Boston Center for the Arts

50 Lyric Stage

51 Wally’s Cafe

SHOPPING

52 Bos. Shop

53 Dahlia Gallery

54 Gifted

55 Heartbreak

56 Sault New England

Stitch & Tickle (see 2)

57 Wyllo




SoWa Open Market

Boston’s original arts and crafts market

Boston’s largest outdoor market, this weekly event is a fabulous opportunity for strolling, shopping and people-watching. On Sundays (11am to 4pm) from May to October, more than 100 vendors set up shop under white tents on Thayer St. It’s never the same two weeks in a row, but you can always count on plenty of arts and crafts, as well as edgier art, jewelry, homewares, and homemade food and body products. One section of the open market is a dedicated farmers market. With live music, food trucks and a beer garden, SoWa Open Market guarantees good times.
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SoWa Open Market | MICHAEL MOLONEY/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

SoWa Artists Guild

A community of artists and makers

Home of the SoWa Artists Guild, the brick-and-beam buildings at 450 and 460 Harrison Ave are the center of all the artistic action in the SoWa Arts District. These former factories now house more than 100 artist studios and two dozen galleries. Resident artists open their doors to the public for the SoWa Open Studios event on the first Friday of every month (5pm to 9pm) and on Sundays (11am to 4pm). Other special events include the SoWa Art Walk in May, an open-studios weekend in June and the SoWa Winter Festival throughout December.

The galleries are generally open from Wednesday to Sunday. Bromfield Gallery and Kingston Gallery are two long-standing artist co-ops, where you can see work by a variety of member creatives. Other galleries focus on specific media (photography, fabric arts, sculpture, pottery).

In the basement, the SoWa Vintage Market is packed with one person’s trash and another person’s treasure. It’s open on Sundays for browsing fashion, furniture and various objets d’art.
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Underground at Ink Block

Art in the park

What used to be an abandoned parking lot beneath the interstate is now Underground at Ink Block, an 8-acre playground and art space. The centerpiece of Underground is an ambitious mural project, which turned hundreds of square feet of concrete wall space into a fabulous outdoor street art gallery, with two dozen vibrant pieces by local, national and international artists. To say the murals brighten the place up is an understatement. Some of the pieces also offer poignant social commentary on issues such as diversity and inclusion, Black culture, police brutality and community building. In addition to the mural project, the area has a dog park, walking paths, a pickleball court, food trucks and fitness classes.

The South Bay Harbor Trail cuts through the park, connecting to Southwest Corridor Park near Ruggles Station and the Harborwalk in the Seaport District. South Bay Harbor Trail is a work in progress, especially in the southwestern portion of the route.

Beehive

Discover the underground jazz scene

Descend into the basement of the Boston Center for the Arts and enter The Beehive, a club styled as 1920s Paris, where beautiful people sip strong cocktails and the sounds of jazz fill the air. Listen to live music every night of the week except Monday. Saturdays bring out a late-night set (10pm to 1am). The tunes – often performed by talented musicians from the Berklee College of Music – range from jazz and soul to reggae and funk. ‘Blues on Sunday,’ featuring keyboardist Bruce Bears, is a popular weekly event, as is the weekend jazz brunch (10am to 2pm).
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SOUTH END ARCHITECTURE AMBLE
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The South End is a neighborhood of redbrick row houses and residential parks, reminiscent of Victorian London. In fact, this area has the country’s largest collection of Victorian row houses, distinguished by graceful bowed windows, cast-iron railings and front gardens. This 1-mile walk shows off some of the loveliest spots in the South End.

Start at 1 Titus Sparrow Park, a popular gathering spot in the western end of the neighborhood. Heading south, 2 Rutland Square is a perfect example of a residential square, its elegant houses facing a fenced-in linear park. Take a quick detour to see tiny 3 Haven Street and its lovely community garden and then continue to Washington St.

On the south side of Washington (behind the wall) is the 4 South End Burying Ground, a so-called paupers’ grave dating from 1810. It’s a historic but somewhat creepy place. Back in the day, the gallows stood at the east end of the grounds. The cemetery has only about a dozen grave markers, even though more than 10,000 souls are buried here.

Walk northeast on Washington St, cutting between the attractive twin parks on either side of the street: 5 Franklin Square and 6 Blackstone Square. Further along, the imposing neo-Gothic edifice of the 7 Cathedral of the Holy Cross serves as the seat of the archbishop for the Archdiocese of Boston. If it’s open, take a peek at the exquisite rose window inside, which depicts King David playing his harp.

Turn northwest and walk along 8 Union Park, perhaps the South End’s most perfectly preserved residential square, with an elliptical park at its center and handsome houses all around. The street terminates at Tremont St near the Boston Center for the Arts.




MORE IN SOUTH END

Hub of Creativity

Artists at work and works on view

The area south of Washington St (now known as SoWa) is one of Boston’s most active contemporary art districts. Try to visit during open-studio events on Sundays (11am to 4pm) or the first Friday of the month (5pm to 9pm).

During open-studio events, SoWa Artists Guild buzzes with energy. Guests pop in and out of the dozens of venues that line Thayer St. The galleries serve wine and cheese, and artists are on hand to talk about their work. At 460 Harrison Ave, don’t miss MassArt x SoWa, which features work by students and alumni of the Massachusetts College of Art and Design, the state art college. Just south of here on Harrison Ave, the Boston Sculptors Gallery is an unusual and innovative cooperative gallery, dedicated to 3D art in all media.

After admiring the works on display, enter through the main doors at 450 Harrison Ave to go upstairs to the artist studios, which cover three floors. Many are open to visit, so there’s a lot to see. Every medium is represented, including some you may not have known existed. On Sundays from May to October, the SoWa Open Market sets up in the parking lot behind 450, offering even more to browse (and buy!).

Afterward, stroll two blocks north to a different kind of art venue: Underground at Ink Block displays electrifying street murals in the shadow of the highway.
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BEST ART GALLERIES

Alpha Gallery

A prestigious gallery that represents Milton Avery, among other talents.

Boston Sculptors Gallery

A cooperative of three dozen artists who all work in clay, wood and other 3D media.

Bromfield Gallery

Solo shows by members of the city’s oldest art cooperative.

MassArt x SoWa

Up-and-coming talent is on display at this venue of the state art college.

Mills Gallery

Hosts innovative and unusual shows by resident artists inside the Boston Center for the Arts.



Drinking in the South End: Where to Get Coffee

Berkeley Perk A neighborhood favorite for breakfast, lunch and coffee. 7am-3pm Mon-Fri

Render Coffee Popular spot for studying, thanks to strong coffee and work-conducive music. 7am-5pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun

Sip of Joy Drinking coffee and socializing is a ritual at this delightful Turkish cafe. 6am-4pm Tue-Sun

Blackbird Doughnuts Coffee is even more delicious when it comes with freshly made doughnuts. 7am-4pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun

Artist for a Day

Get crafty in SoWa

Has all this art got your creative juices flowing? SoWa is not just for other people’s art! You can try your hand at a craft, including pottery, fiber arts, mosaics and more.

Clay Lounge is a busy pottery studio and gallery with a full schedule of classes on working with clay. Friday night workshops give newbies an opportunity to get their hands dirty and create something cool.

Next door at Boston Fiber Co, classes focus on everything from knitting and needle felting to metal weaving. Classes are scheduled Tuesday through Thursday evenings and Saturday afternoons. All the materials you need to complete your project are provided. Across Thayer St, Saturday afternoon workshops at Wyllo focus on all kinds of crafts from calligraphy to candle making.

A few members of the SoWa Artists Guild offer classes in their studios during First Friday Open Studios. For example, you can design and create your own mosaic (individually or collaboratively) with SoWa Mosaics, or get inspired to change the world using the power of creativity with artist Kat Masella, who leads a workshop called Novel Art for World Relief.


PEEK INSIDE

Want to see what’s behind the iron fences and grand doorways of the South End Victorian row houses? Come on the third Sunday in October for the South End House Tour. A fundraiser for the local historical society (southendhistoricalsociety.org), the self-guided tour allows access to a handful of private homes, showing off both their historic architecture and thoughtful restorations.

In June, the Trustees of Reservations (thetrustees.org) organizes the annual South End Garden Tour, which gives visitors access to some of the neighborhood’s exquisite outdoor spaces. Wander through hidden alleys, secret gardens and other private sanctuaries. The tour showcases the masterpieces of talented resident gardeners and renowned landscape architects.



Drinking in the South End: Cocktails & Craft Beer

Barcelona Wine Bar Hip, happening spot for wine, sangria and tapas. 4-11pm Mon-Wed, to 1am Thu & Fri, from 10:30am Sat, 10:30am-11pm Sun

Cosmica Lively spot for tasty tequila concoctions and Mexican fare. Late-night taco menu on weekends. 5-11pm Mon-Wed, to midnight Thu-Sat

Delux Cafe A long-standing, laid-back hipster dive bar with a surprisingly sophisticated menu. No reservations and cash only. 5pm-1am Tue-Sun

Five Horses Tavern Go-to place for craft beers, with 40 rotating options on draft and 60 in the bottle. 11:30am-midnight


Jazzy Beats & Good Eats

Black history in the South End

At one time, the intersection of Mass Ave and Columbus Ave had a music club on every corner. It was the heyday of jazz, in the 1940s and 1950s. A quarter of Boston’s Black population lived in the South End, and this corner was the place to be on a Saturday night (or any night, probably). Clubs such as the Hi-Hat Club, the Savoy Cafe, Eddie’s and Wally’s Paradise attracted the biggest names in the business. Duke Ellington, Count Basie, Charlie Parker and Billie Holiday all played on these stages.

The only club remaining from that era is Wally’s (now called Wally’s Cafe), holding its own since 1947. Wally’s was the first nightclub in Boston with a Black owner, Joseph Walcott. Walcott’s great-grandchildren now run the place. Nothing fancy is going on here: just pure, live blues, jazz and funk music every night of the week.

The heyday of jazz was also the era of segregated restaurants and hotels. History has it that visiting jazz musicians knew they could get a good meal up the street at Charlie’s Sandwich Shoppe. This local joint even earned a mention in The Negro Motorist Green Book, a guide for Black travelers trying to navigate Jim Crow laws. This old-school diner has changed owners, but it still retains its welcoming atmosphere and retro decor. Photos and memorabilia record the many famous visitors over the years. It’s open only for breakfast and lunch.
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Way Off Broadway

Boston’s alternative theater district

Sure, you can visit the venues in the Theater District to see popular performances and Broadway hits, but if you want to see offbeat productions about controversial topics, head south. The ‘Theater District – South,’ as it is sometimes called, includes three independent venues.

Lyric Stage was established in 1974, and it operates out of a YWCA building on the border between the South End and Back Bay. It is the oldest professional theater company in Boston. Lyric’s mission is to make theater accessible to all, so it offers many cost-saving options and a wide variety of shows, with Sondheim musicals being a specialty.

Originally founded under the auspices of Boston University, the now independent Huntington Theatre is the city’s premier professional theater company and winner of a Tony Award for regional theater. The Huntington has a long and noteworthy relationship with Black playwright August Wilson, having produced eight of his plays before they premiered in New York City.

The Boston Center for the Arts is the epicenter of performing arts in the South End. Dozens of independent groups perform here, including the socially conscious Company One and Cunning Folk Theatre, self-described as ‘the quirkiest theater kids on the block.’ Since 2016, the resident theater company, SpeakEasy Stage Co, has supported the development of works that are set in contemporary Boston.
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HARRIET TUBMAN SQUARE

At the center of Harriet Tubman Square, a dramatic sculpture depicts the abolitionist and freedom fighter leading a group of people to liberty. Although Harriet Tubman never lived in Boston, she had connections to the abolitionist network here, including her friend Julia Henson. In 1904, Henson worked with a group of women to found a settlement house, called Harriet Tubman House, as a residence for Black women moving to Boston from the South.

In 1960, Harriet Tubman House joined with other settlement houses to form the United South End Settlement, which continues to challenge policies of urban development.




RICH HISTORY

Learn about the African American community that settled in Beacon Hill in the 19th century and its residents’ participation in the abolitionist movement and Underground Railroad on the Black Heritage Trail.



Eating in the South End: Lunch Spots

Charlie’s Sandwich Shoppe An old-school diner serving much more than sandwiches. 7am-2pm Mon, Wed & Thu, to 3pm Fri-Sun $

Blunch A tiny place with counter service, fantastic sandwiches and amazing chocolate chip cookies. 8am-3pm Mon-Fri $

Anoush’ella A healthy and satisfying menu of Armenian and Lebanese street food. 11am-9:30pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun $$

Picco Great pizza and people-watching in the heart of the South End. 11am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat $$

Out & About

The best of Boston’s LGBTIQ+ nightlife

The South End serves as home base for much of Boston’s queer community. The number of nightlife spots catering specifically to an LGBTIQ+ clientele has dwindled, but the South End is still a sure bet for a night out on the town for folx of all persuasions.

On a quiet street in Bay Village, Jacques Cabaret is Boston’s oldest gay bar, renowned for its fabulous drag shows six nights a week. Saturday nights with Dee Dee DeRay are hot, hot, hot! Reservations are essential; call 617-426-8902.

Club Cafe is a bigger, glossy, gay nightlife extravaganza on the edge of Back Bay. The calendar is packed full with events, starting with Drag Bingo on Monday and ending with a Tea Dance on Sunday afternoon. The CC weekend dance parties are where it’s at.

In the heart of the South End is the friendly neighborhood gay sports bar Cathedral Station. Nothing too fancy goes on here, just screens, shooting pool and a super-chill vibe.

To cure your weekend hangover, Club Cafe and Cathedral Station offer satisfying Sunday brunches.


CASTLE AT PARK PLAZA

On a prominent corner at Arlington St and Columbus Ave stands a Romanesque Revival structure with a fortress-like facade, complete with a six-story tower, turrets and a drawbridge. The so-called Park Plaza Castle was built by the First Corps of Cadets in the 1890s, an independent volunteer militia formed in 1741. The group constructed the castle as an armory.

Because of the political unrest at the time, it was also built to withstand mob violence, which explains the fortress factor. Nowadays, it is a venue for weddings and other special events. Who wouldn’t want to get married in a castle?



Eating in the South End: Where to Get Seafood

Lobstah on a Roll Legit lobster rolls, packed with knuckles and claws. Choose cold mayo or hot butter. 11:45am-6:30pm $$

Bootleg Special The Big Easy meets Boston, and the results are delectable, especially the seafood boils. hours vary $$

Atlántico Spanish tapas and platos fuertes (mains) with a seafood focus. Paella is served. 4:30-9:30pm Mon-Fri, 11:30am-10:30pm Sat-Sun $$$

B&G Oysters Oyster bar and seafood extravaganza brought to you by celebrity chef Barbara Lynch. noon-9pm Sun, Wed & Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat $$$


Fashion Forward

Try on some local designers

Newbury St might be the most famous shopping strip in Boston, but it’s not the best place to see the city’s homegrown fashions. The hub for Boston fashion is the South End, where local designers show off their creative contemporary clothing and jewelry.

Several shops are located in the SoWa complex. Handbags are the thing at Stitch & Tickle, handmade from soft, supple leather and supremely stylish. Across the street, Wyllo showcases an eclectic collection of clothing, accessories and gifts dreamed up by dozens of creative women, including the owner, who is a jewelry maker. Need a catnip eggroll or a s’more squeaky toy for your pet? Wyllo has you covered.

Down Harrison Ave, Dahlia Popovitz knows her way around a loom, creating elegant hand-woven scarves, wraps and sweaters that are for sale at Dahlia Gallery.


BEST SOUVENIRS

Sault New England

Ruggedly preppy men’s fashion, including fun South End and Boston-themed hats and tees.

Heartbreak

Diverse running apparel and shoes. The shop is named for the infamous hill on the Boston Marathon route.

Bos. Shop

This agency supports Black-owned businesses. The store carries ‘bos’ swag, as well as goodies from Black designers and creators.

Wyllo

The place to pick up a cute Boston baby onesie.

Gifted

Deck your home out in Boston gear, including tea towels, coasters and blankets.



Eating in the South End: Dinner Delights

Myers + Chang The menu features delicious dumplings, spicy stir-fries and oodles of noodles. 4-9pm Mon-Thu, 11:30am-10pm Fri-Sun $$

South End Buttery A three-in-one affair (market, cafe and restaurant). They’re all recommended. 5-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat $$

Metropolis Cafe A neighborhood institution serving gourmet food in an intimate setting. 5-10pm Mon-Fri, 9am-3pm & 5-10pm Sat & Sun $$

Elephant Walk A much-loved restaurant serving a delicious combination of French and Cambodian dishes. 4:30-9pm Mon-Sat, 11am-9pm Sun $$

Coppa Enoteca Chef Ken Oringer presents an array of inventive Italian small plates, plus pasta and pizza. 5-10pm Mon-Sat, 11am-9pm Sun $$$

Toro The open kitchen and communal tables create a lively atmosphere for tapas and sangria. 5-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat $$$

Marseille A gorgeous setting for bouillabaisse and other coastal fare from the south of France. 4-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat $$$

Bar Mezzana An elegant eatery serving pasta, crudo, and grilled meats and fish from the Amalfi coast. 5-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat $$$





Seaport District & South Boston
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SEAFOOD AND ART BY THE WATER

Art museums and galleries have settled into the redeveloping Seaport District, while inventive restaurants draw food lovers here and to nearby South Boston.
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Across Fort Point Channel from downtown, the neighborhood now known as the Seaport District was a 19th-century center of shipbuilding and trade, filled with industrial warehouses and busy harbor front wharves. By the mid-2000s, however, most industries had left the area. Unless they were having supper at Anthony’s Pier 4 or Jimmy’s Harborside, two popular seafood restaurants, Bostonians had little reason to cross the bridges to this derelict desert of decaying docks and vast parking lots.

A small community of artists settled into some of the aging brick buildings, and in the 1990s the ‘Big Dig’ project to depress downtown’s elevated Central Artery and construct a tunnel to the airport from what is now the Seaport District helped pave the way for redeveloping this waterfront area. The city began planning a new courthouse and convention center, and the Institute of Contemporary Art – the city’s modern art museum – secured a parcel of land on the harbor to build a new gallery. An intense period of development followed as office towers, hotels, a shopping mall and residential buildings were constructed, and this development continues today. While many Bostonians dismiss the district as a bland corporate construct, its restaurants, art galleries and evolving activities make it worth exploring.

South of the Seaport is South Boston, a traditionally Irish community that is also seeing its share of changes. Younger residents are moving in, spurring an influx of restaurant openings around the MBTA Red Line’s Broadway station. The John F Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum sits on the waterfront at Columbia Point, detailing not only the life of the youngest US president but also the cultural and social history of the 1950s and ’60s, when JFK rose to prominence. Southie’s urban beaches are popular in summer, and the neighborhood still throws an awesome St Patrick’s Day party.
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DON’T MISS…

Institute of Contemporary Art

The waterfront setting of this museum is as spectacular as its exhibitions.

Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum

An entertaining way to learn about a key event in Boston’s history.

Boston Children’s Museum

Enjoy tons of hands-on activities for youngsters.

JOHN F Kennedy Presidential Library

This waterside museum showcases the life and times of the 35th president.

SEAPORT SEAFOOD

Find some of the city’s top seafood restaurants in and around the Seaport District.

CHICKADEE

Hidden in an industrial building, this lively eatery serves the Seaport’s most inventive dishes.

SOUTHIE’S NEW BISTROS

For more creative eating, check out the bistros around Broadway Station in South Boston.





TOP TIP

Use the MBTA Silver Line rapid buses to get around the Seaport District. The S1 route through the Seaport connects Logan Airport’s terminals to South Station, the S2 travels between South Station and the Innovation and Design Building, and the S3 runs from South Station through the Seaport to the Airport T station.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum

2 Institute of Contemporary Art

SIGHTS

3 Boston Children’s Museum

4 Boston Fire Museum

5 Carson Beach

6 Castle Island & Fort Independence

7 Commonwealth Museum

8 Edward M Kennedy Institute for the United States Senate

9 FP3 Gallery

10 FPAC Gallery at 300 Summer

11 FPAC Gallery at the Envoy

12 Gallery at Atlantic Wharf

13 John F Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum

14 L Street Beach

15 M Street Beach

16 Midway Gallery

17 Pleasure Bay

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

18 GrubStreet Center for Creative Writing

19 Martin’s Park

20 Mei Mei Dumplings

SLEEPING

Envoy Hotel (see 11)

21 Hyatt Place Boston Seaport

22 Seaport Hotel

23 Yotel

EATING

24 Bar Volpe

25 Chickadee

26 Cocorico Boulangerie

27 Flour Bakery & Cafe

28 Fox & the Knife Enoteca

29 Grace by Nia

30 Hood Milk Bottle

31 Hook + Line

32 Legal Sea Foods

33 Lulu Green

34 Moonshine 152

Para Maria (see 11)

35 Row 34

36 Sullivan’s

37 Tatte Bakery & Cafe

38 Yankee Lobster Co

39 Yume Ga Arukara

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

Borrachito Taqueria & Spirits (see 39)

40 Harpoon Brewery & Beer Hall

41 Trillium Fort Point

ZaZibar (see 29)

ENTERTAINMENT

42 Boston Seafood Festival

Harborwalk Sounds (see 2)

43 Leader Bank Pavilion




Institute of Contemporary Art

Enjoy the art in a dramatic waterfront building

Boston’s contemporary art museum is as notable for its waterside structure as for its galleries, which mount changing exhibits of works in a variety of media, including visual art, film, music and performance. Designed by architects Diller Scofidio + Renfro and completed in 2006, the structure housing the Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA) is cantilevered over the water, and its translucent glass spaces glow.

Outside, you can sit on the wooden steps overlooking the water, while inside the window-lined John Hancock Founders Gallery, which connects the building’s east and west wings, offers even more expansive harbor views. On the 1st floor, you can take a break in the ICA Wine + Coffee Bar or browse the arty gifts in the shop.

The ICA’s permanent collection includes many 20th- and 21st-century art innovators: photographer Robert Mapplethorpe, pop artist Yayoi Kusama and multimedia artist Paul Chan, among many others. The museum’s Barbara Lee Collection of Art by Women encompasses 85 works by artists ranging from Louise Bourgeois to Jenny Holzer and Cindy Sherman. These works are on view periodically in various exhibits, as are creations by emerging contemporary artists.

The gallery offers free admission on Thursday evenings. The ICA runs a seasonal satellite exhibit space, ICA Watershed, at the Boston Harbor Shipyard and Marina in East Boston, which puts on a contemporary art exhibit every summer.
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DON’T JUST LOOK

The Institute of Contemporary Art has beautiful galleries with varying exhibits throughout the year, but it also offers many other art-related things to do.

The museum runs art activities for kids, teens and families, and on weekend afternoons visitors of all ages can stop into the Art Lab to work on an art project related to particular contemporary art themes. Events include artist talks, musical performances and films. Check the ICA website (icaboston.org) for an events calendar and more details.




Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum

The ‘party’ that launched a revolution

On December 16, 1773, a group of Bostonians known as the Sons of Liberty snuck onto three ships moored in Boston Harbor. The Beaver, Dartmouth and Eleanor were carrying tea from the British East India Company. The interlopers began smashing chests and throwing their contents into the harbor, destroying more than 92,000lb of tea in only three hours. The Boston Tea Party, as it became known, was one of the key events that led to the Revolutionary War and the creation of the United States as an independent nation.

Full-scale replicas of two of these 18th-century ships now comprise the Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum, where entertaining costumed interpreters take you through some of the events precipitating these confrontations between Bostonians and the British. You then board the ships and reenact the historic tea dumping.

The story continues inside the museum, with talking portraits and other multimedia presentations that the interpreters and visitors interact with. You can also watch a film about the start of the American Revolution in 1775, detailing the famous ride by William Dawes and Paul Revere to warn that British troops were poised for attack.

At Abigail’s Tea Room, the museum’s cafe, you can do a tea tasting, sampling five varieties of the teas that were thrown overboard in 1773. During the Boston Tea Party Reenactment every December, actors dump tea into the harbor just like Bostonians did in 1773.
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WHY THE FUSS OVER TEA?

Bostonians were protesting the increasing control that Britain was exerting on its colonies, particularly because they had no say in the new taxes or other government decisions. The specific event precipitating the Boston Tea Party was Britain’s granting the British East India Company a monopoly on tea sales in America. In December 1773, after the first tea ships sailed into Boston and colonists had crowded the Old South Meeting House to consider their next steps, 100-plus men walked to Griffin’s Wharf to perform their tea-laden act of civil disobedience.




MORE IN SEAPORT DISTRICT & SOUTH BOSTON

Seaport Seafood

Go (eat) fish

You can find excellent seafood throughout Boston and across New England, but the Seaport District has a concentration of fish-focused restaurants where you can stop for a bowl of chowder, some fresh oysters or an elaborate seafood feast.

At Row 34, a bustling seafood hall in a former textile warehouse with exposed brick walls, high ceilings and a long bar, you can snack on oyster sliders or an assortment of fresh New England bivalves or dig into plates of smoked, fried or grilled seafood. The restaurant is known for its lobster rolls, although they’re pricier than the rolls sold at the barebones seafood shacks.

On Fan Pier, Hook + Line straddles the line between classic and contemporary with a menu that ranges from New England classics, such as lobster rolls and fried Ipswich clams, to less traditional kingfish crudo or whole roasted branzino with Calabrian chili crisp.

This old-favorite seafood company has locations across the city, but the multilevel Legal Sea Foods in the Seaport District features a roof deck overlooking the harbor. Come for the views, the clam chowder, grilled fish and steamed lobster, or for a bite before a concert at the nearby Leader Bank Pavilion.

Launched in the 1950s, Yankee Lobster Co specializes in the eponymous crustaceans, and that’s always a good choice at its Seaport seafood shack. Fish ‘n’ chips and other fried seafood, chowder and fresh oysters round out the menu.
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SEAPORT FESTIVALS & EVENTS

Harborwalk Sounds

The Institute of Contemporary Art and Berklee College of Music present free summer outdoor concerts.

Concerts at Leader Bank Pavilion

Big-name musicians perform all summer under the tent at this Northern Ave concert venue.

Boston Seafood Festival

This September event celebrates shellfish with oyster-shucking contests, music and plenty to eat.

Fort Point Open Studios

Sculptors, painters and other artists open their Seaport studios to visitors for an October weekend.



Eating in Seaport: Beyond Seafood

Yume Ga Arukara, Order the signature cold udon with marinated beef at this cozy Japanese eatery. 11am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat $$

Para Maria Helmed by Tatiana Pairot Rosana, this Envoy Hotel eatery offers pan-Latin fare, plus a ‘tacos and tarot’ brunch. 7am-11pm $$

Chickadee This lively bistro cooks up innovative Mediterranean-inspired small plates and pasta made in-house. 5-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat $$$

Grace by Nia This glam supper club draws a diverse crowd for upscale soul food, evening live music and Sunday jazz brunch. hours vary $$$

Get Smart in the Seaport

Educational adventures for grown-ups

Want to try something new or polish a skill you already have? Whether you’re interested in art, writing, cooking or more athletic pursuits, you can find classes and educational events in and around the Seaport District.

GrubStreet Center for Creative Writing, a nonprofit writing center on Liberty Dr near the Institute of Contemporary Art, plays host to a variety of writing classes, readings and author events. It puts on book-related events on its Calderwood Writers’ Stage, as do other community literary organizations. The center has a bookstore, Porter Square Books: Boston Edition (a branch of a Cambridge bookseller), as well as the Fabulist Cafe, where you may be inspired to pen your own masterpiece over coffee or a snack.

A live-work artists’ space in a renovated brick warehouse, Midway Artist Studios operates the Midway Gallery, an exhibit area on the building’s main floor. In the Midway Lab, various organizations offer art classes, such as Boston Photography Workshops’ one-day sessions that range from digital camera basics to food photography.

The Seaport development runs all sorts of classes and events, from winter curling lessons on its outdoor ice to ‘Seaport Sweat,’ free workout classes that run from May to September. The online calendar (bostonseaport.xyz) shows you what’s happening when.

Known for the top-notch baked goods sold at the cafes that chef Joanne Chang operates across the city, Flour Bakery & Cafe offers Bake Like a Pro classes in the Design Center at the Seaport. Check the website (flourbakery.com/bake-like-a-pro) for class offerings, including courses on brown butter cinnamon rolls and chocolate cream pie baking, as well as holiday-focused workshops.

In South Boston, join a dumpling-making workshop at Mei Mei Dumplings, a woman-owned dumpling producer. Most of the classes are two hours long, and you learn to make your own dumplings, scallion pancakes or noodles. If you don’t want to cook for yourself, order a ‘dumpling party’ – a tasting platter of three varieties – or other bites in the adjacent cafe.


IS THE SEAPORT SINKING?

Boston’s Back Bay was built on landfill in the 1800s, and in the 1990s the city filled in more land to create another new urban community: the Seaport District. Some climate scientists and journalists insist that as climate change causes seas to rise around the globe, this neighborhood, which sits at sea level, may be at risk.

Major storms have already caused intermittent flooding in the Seaport’s streets, and if sea levels rise, these floods may become more frequent. Curious to learn more? Look for a 2023 documentary film called Inundation District, directed by David Abel and Ted Blanco, which explores what might happen when cities like Boston build by the sea.



Drinking in Seaport & South Boston: Craft Beer & Cocktails

Trillium Fort Point Sample brews in the taproom, eat in the 2nd-floor dining room or chill on the rooftop. noon-11pm Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun

Harpoon Brewery & Beer Hall Tour the facility or play with the pickleball social club at this long-standing brewery. hours vary

Borrachito Taqueria & Spirits Hidden behind this taco shop is a cocktail bar with a weekend DJ. 4pm-2am Mon-Fri, from 1pm Sat, 1pm-midnight Sun

ZaZibar The chef is from the Caribbean, but the drinks ramble the world here. noon-10pm Tue, to midnight Wed, Thu & Sun, noon-2am Fri & Sat

Seaport for Kids

Learn, play and grow

Youngsters can climb, play and explore the participatory exhibits, ranging from construction to cultures, at the excellent Boston Children’s Museum, a multistory multimedia museum on the waterfront. Whether it’s experimenting with bubbles or ball launchers, creating in the art lab or learning what to expect in kindergarten, kids have plenty to challenge their minds.

It’s not all brain work at the museum either, with a play space for the youngest (ages 0 to 3), lots of active exhibits and a three-level climbing sculpture at the museum’s center. In the warmer months, kids can learn how things grow at Fenway Farms, a replica of Fenway Park’s rooftop garden. Nearly every day, the museum has projects, performances and other activities to keep children engaged.


Admission on Sunday afternoons is only $1, but expect crowds that can be overwhelmingly large.

If the kids still have more energy, let them romp at Martin’s Park, a shady oasis along the Harborwalk northeast of the museum, with a replica wooden ship, timber maze and climbing sphere. The park honors Martin Richard, who was the youngest victim of the 2013 Boston Marathon bombings.
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FOR KIDS WHO LOVE FIRE ENGINES

Fascinated by fire trucks? If your kids (or you) are interested in firefighting history or climbing aboard a fire engine from days past, check out the Boston Fire Museum.

Inside the former Congress Street Fire Station, an 1891 Romanesque-style building that is now a national historic site, exhibits and memorabilia document firefighting in Boston as far back as the late 1600s. It has antique fire trucks (great photo ops!), equipment that firefighters have used over the centuries and displays detailing some of the city’s most devastating blazes.

Note that the museum keeps limited hours, typically Saturdays only from 10am to 4pm. Check the website (bostonfiremuseum.com) before visiting.



Eating in Seaport: Where to Get a Snack

Hood Milk Bottle Originally a 1930s roadside stand, this 15,000lb dairy icon houses a seasonal ice-cream shop. hours vary $

Tatte Bakery & CafeThis local bakery chainlet has an airy branch on Pier 4 serving pastries, salads and all-day brunch. 7am-8pm $

Flour Bakery & Cafe Dig into this popular local bakery’s morning pastries, sandwiches and sweet treats. 7am-7pm $

Cocorico Boulangerie Duck into this bakeshop for fresh-baked ‘cruffins’, gooey cinnamon buns and fruit-filled muffins. 7am-3pm $

See the Seaport Through Its Artists

Explore the Fort Point Arts Community

Before it was the Seaport District, this waterfront area was known as Fort Point, named for a colonial-era fortress that once stood here. But after the warehouses and industrial buildings that had stored sugar, molasses and textiles were abandoned as businesses moved or shut down, artists began moving into the neighborhood, creating a creative community that took the Fort Point name.

An association supporting the district’s 200-plus artists, the Fort Point Arts Community programs exhibitions at several galleries in the neighborhood. The FPAC Gallery at 300 Summer organizes bimonthly group shows by its artist members. The FPAC Gallery at the Envoy, located along the Harborwalk at the Envoy Hotel, also offers regularly changing exhibits, as does Gallery at Atlantic Wharf, just over the Congress St Bridge downtown.

Other Seaport art venues include the Midway Gallery, on the 1st floor of the Midway Artist Studios live-work space for local artists, and the FP3 Gallery, a small spot in the lobby of a Congress St condo building.

Look for public art throughout the neighborhood too, particularly the seven massive colorful sculptures along Seaport Blvd, created by Spanish contemporary artist Okuda San Miguel, and the Frank Stella mural, Damascus Gate (Stretch Variation I), painted over the entrance of a Seaport Blvd building.


BOSTON’S ‘MOUSEUMS’ OF ART

Look carefully as you wander around Boston and you might spot several miniature works of art installed in nearly hidden places around the city: places you might not see unless you were a mouse.

The teeny constructions are the work of a Swedish art collective known as AnonyMouse, which crafts intricate mouse-sized buildings and prefers not to disclose their locations, creating an artistic scavenger hunt or a moment of surprise when you stumble upon them.

In the Seaport District, look around at mouse-eye-level for a creation that includes the Massachusetts Mouseum of Art and a mousy magazine shop dubbed ‘The Mouzette.’ We won’t spoil the surprise by telling you where to go – you’ll have to sniff it out for yourself.



The Kennedy Legacy

JFK’s life and death

Located on Columbia Point near the University of Massachusetts Boston campus about 4 miles south of downtown, the John F Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum is dedicated to the life and death of the 35th US president. Born in Brookline in 1917, John Kennedy was the second of nine children born to Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy (for whom the downtown Greenway is named) and Joseph Patrick Kennedy. JFK was the youngest person and first Catholic to be elected US president when he defeated Richard Nixon for the office in 1960. He was shot to death in Dallas, Texas, only three years later.

The exhibits start with a 20-minute film tracing Kennedy’s early life through his nomination for president, including narration from Kennedy himself. Other exhibits feature his presidential campaign, including video recordings of his legendary debates with Nixon, notable historical events – the space race, the Cuban missile crisis and the establishment of the Peace Corps, among others – that took place during his brief presidency, and background about his wife, Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy. The museum also includes recreations of JFK’s White House office and the office of his brother Robert, who served as attorney general.

Watch the disquieting but captivating television footage from November 21, 1963, when Kennedy was assassinated, including legendary CBS News anchor Walter Cronkite announcing the president’s death. The museum also has footage of the late president’s funeral.

To reach the museum from downtown, take the MBTA Red Line south to the JFK/UMass stop and then catch the free Paul Revere Route 1 shuttle. Get off the bus at the Kennedy/Archives stop opposite the museum.
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MORE TO DO ON COLUMBIA POINT

Edward M Kennedy Institute for the United States Senate

Named for John F Kennedy’s brother, Edward Kennedy, who served 47 years in the US Senate, this museum explains how the Senate operates. Its centerpiece is a full-size replica of the Senate chambers in Washington, DC.

Commonwealth Museum

Opposite the JFK Museum, exhibits in this small space trace the history of Massachusetts. Don’t miss the Treasures Room, which houses original versions of the Declaration of Independence, the US Bill of Rights and the Massachusetts state constitution.



Eating in South Boston: Best Bistros

Moonshine 152 Plan to share the world-rambling plates, from the mushroom tofu burger to buttermilk-fried chicken wings. hours vary $$

Lulu Green This casual vegetarian cafe adds style in the evenings, serving cocktails instead of coffee. 11am-9pm Tue-Sat, 9am-4pm Sun $$

Fox & the Knife Enoteca Start with the crispy chickpeas and then choose a handmade pasta at this contemporary wine bar. 4:30-10pm $$$

Bar Volpe This restaurant highlights Italian street foods and larger dishes such as veal saltimbocca and Sardinian-style paella. 4-10pm $$$

Beach Days in South Boston

Cool off in the surf and sand

When it’s summer in the city, there’s no better place than the beach. And guess what? You don’t have to go all the way to Cape Cod to feel the sun on your face and your toes in the sand. The South Boston shoreline has a string of beaches; you just have to know which has the scene where you want to be seen (or not).

At the northern end, Pleasure Bay is an enclosed lagoon with shallow, calm protected waters. There is a lagoon-facing beach on Castle Island, and another on Day Blvd, both popular among families with young children. The former is a smaller beach, but it offers all the amenities of Castle Island, including restrooms, a playground and the snack shack Sullivan’s, an obligatory lunch stop for lobster rolls and hot dogs in the casing (aka snap dogs). Don’t miss this Southie tradition since 1951.

South of here, facing the open water, L Street Beach and M Street Beach line up side by side with no break between them. These beaches are where South Boston’s young and beautiful show off their well-oiled tans and well-toned bods. On sunny summer weekends, they have quite the party atmosphere, with athletic types playing hacky sack and spikeball and checking each other out. South Beach (Miami) has got nothing on Southie Beach (Boston).

Further south, Carson is the beach for ‘everyone else’ (though families and good-looking people are not turned away). Carson Beach is long enough that anyone can come and find their own space without being part of a scene. It is well equipped with a large bathhouse and a snack shack. Beach volleyball courts at the southern end get a lot of play, especially on weekends.


MORE ABOUT THE KENNEDYS

For more Kennedy family history, visit the John F Kennedy National Historic Site in Brookline, where the late president was born.




A DAY OUT AT CASTLE ISLAND

Castle Island isn’t an island. It’s a cape, jutting into Dorchester Bay from the north end of South Boston’s waterfront. And there’s no castle. The structure is more of a fort, although its earliest version was dubbed a castle in 1630. The current rendition – Fort Independence (built in 1800) – is open for history tours and special events during warmer months.

Although Castle Island is a historic site, it serves more as a local park, offering sea breezes and wonderful views. Walkers circle the peninsula on the paved trail. Kids play on the beach, families picnic on the lawn, and everybody stops to look when a low-flying plane roars overhead on its way to or from Logan Airport.








Charlestown
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BOSTON’S OLDEST NEIGHBORHOOD

Make the trip across the Charles River – on foot or by boat – to discover an isolated but appealing harborside neighborhood, replete with Revolutionary history, Federal architecture and maritime culture.
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The site of the original settlement of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, Charlestown was founded in 1628 and settled in 1629, making it Boston’s oldest neighborhood. The streets in Charlestown exude history and are lined with 19th-century Federal and colonial houses. The Bunker Hill Monument towers above as a reminder that this neighborhood saw some of the most brutal fighting during the Revolutionary War.

In 1800, the recently independent United States established the Charlestown Navy Yard on the waterfront here, kicking off nearly two centuries of shipbuilding and seafaring. The marina-lined waterfront and bustling Navy Yard are still the defining features of this harborside enclave. It is also one of the few places where you can watch the sunset behind the city skyline, and that experience in itself is worth the trip.

Like other Boston neighborhoods, Charlestown saw an influx of Irish immigrants in the 19th and 20th centuries, and the working-class ‘townie’ culture still pervades the neighborhood. (You can see Hollywood’s depiction of Charlestown’s Irish underworld in the eponymous movie The Town.) But many other folks have since moved into this historic ’hood, drawn by its handsome architecture and waterfront location. Some of the neighborhood’s former manufacturing areas, such as Hood Park, are getting a new post-industrial life as developers see their potential as places to live, work and play.

Charlestown was incorporated into Boston in 1873, but this neighborhood remains apart, both in terms of geography and atmosphere. On the north shore of the Charles River, it is connected to the rest of the city by the North Washington St Bridge (and the Gridley Locks below). C-town does see its fair share of tourists trudging along the Freedom Trail, but the sights and streets are never as crowded as those in downtown Boston – and Charlestown residents like it that way.
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DON’T MISS…

USS Constitution

Take a tour of the oldest commissioned warship of the US Navy.

USS Constitution Museum

A nautical museum showcasing the history of the US Navy and the life of a 19th-century sailor.

BUNKER HILL MONUMENT

The neighborhood’s most visible landmark commemorates a turning-point Revolutionary War battle that took place here.

Warren Tavern

The oldest tavern in Massachusetts, named for Revolutionary War hero General Joseph Warren.

Hood Park

A former industrial dairy gets a new life full of food, entertainment and public art.

The Anchor

An outdoor venue for drinking, socializing, listening to live music, feeling sea breezes and admiring harbor views.




TOP TIP

If you’re following the Freedom Trail, you’ll reach Charlestown by walking over the North Washington Street Bridge (aka Charlestown Bridge) from Lovejoy Wharf. Otherwise, it’s more fun to take the MBTA F4 ferry from Long Wharf to the Charlestown Navy Yard and get a mini harbor tour along the way.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 Bunker Hill Monument

2 USS Constitution

3 USS Constitution Museum

SIGHTS

4 AGC @ Hood

5 Bunker Hill Museum

6 Charlestown Navy Yard

7 Commandant’s House

8 Great House Site

9 Hood Park

10 Paul Revere Park

11 Shipyard Park

12 StoveFactory Gallery & Studios

13 USS Cassin Young

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

14 Courageous Sailing

15 Mayor Menino Park

EATING

16 Brewer’s Fork

17 Dovetail

18 Figs

19 Mister Q Cafe

20 Monument

21 Sorelle

22 Tradesman Coffee & Pizza

23 Waverly Kitchen

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

24 Good Company

25 Pier 6

26 The Anchor

27 Urban Wild

28 Warren Tavern




Bunker Hill Monument

Remembering an iconic battle

This 220ft granite obelisk towers over Charlestown, a memorial to the battle that was fought on the surrounding hillside on June 17, 1775. The consequential Battle of Bunker Hill changed the course of the Revolutionary War – and the course of history. The Patriots were defeated and ceded the Charlestown peninsula to their British foes. But it was ‘a dear bought victory’ for the British, as they suffered enormous casualties – twice as many as the Americans. Most importantly, the battle was a surprising and sobering indication that the American militiamen could hold their own against the Redcoats.

Erected in the early 19th century, the Bunker Hill Monument was one of the country’s first war memorials. The 294-step climb is worth the effort, especially on a clear day, for expansive views of Charlestown and beyond. The monument is generally open from Wednesday to Sunday, but hours vary by season, so check the schedule in advance (nps.gov/bost/planyourvisit/hours.htm).

Learn more about the battle at the small Bunker Hill Museum across the street. It contains two floors of battlefield dioramas and historic artifacts, as well as an impressive 360-degree mural depicting the battle.

[image: jpg]

Bunker Hill Monument | 2P2PLAY/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


BUNKER HILL DAY

Bunker Hill Day commemorates the illustrious Revolutionary War battle every year on June 17. It is no longer an official state holiday, but residents sure do celebrate in Charlestown. The preceding week is packed with street parties and ceremonies, culminating in the celebratory parade on the Sunday before June 17. Reenactors don period dress, and fife and drum brigades play patriotic tunes. Other activities include a local craft market at City Sq, an outdoor concert around the monument and a road race through the streets of Charlestown.





USS Constitution

Legendary Old Ironsides

The mighty USS Constitution was built at a shipyard across the harbor in the North End in 1797. It was the third of the US Navy’s six original frigates. The USS Constitution was involved in the First Barbary War (1801–05) off the coast of modern-day Libya and other naval skirmishes around the turn of the century, but it was the ship’s performance during the War of 1812 that made it famous. As the story goes, a crewman watched a cannon bounce off the hull and declared, ‘Her sides are made of iron!’ The nickname Old Ironsides has stuck ever since (although the ship is actually made of oak). The USS Constitution is now the country’s oldest Navy ship, and it goes out for a spin around Boston Harbor every year on July 4 to maintain its ‘commissioned’ status.

US Navy crew members give free tours of the historic ship, telling of its greatest feats and direst tragedies. A photo ID is required for security purposes.
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USS Constitution Museum

Dive into naval history

To learn more about the storied past of Old Ironsides, spend some time at the excellent USS Constitution Museum. Interesting exhibits explore the birth of the US Navy during the Barbary Wars and the War of 1812. The All Hands on Deck exhibit gives kids (or any visitor) an opportunity to experience a sailor’s life by scrubbing the deck, swinging in a hammock or furling a sail.

The museum is also the headquarters of the Model Shipwright Guild. Its annual model ship exhibit and competition (late January to late February) showcases some amazingly intricate craftsmanship.
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MORE IN CHARLESTOWN

The End of the Freedom Trail

Naval ships and war memorials

If you’re walking the Freedom Trail, you traipse over the Washington St Bridge and follow the redbrick road to the Charlestown Navy Yard, where the centerpiece attraction is the USS Constitution. Naval crew members give tours of this historic vessel, while the nearby museum has more information and exhibits.

From here, cross Chelsea St and walk up the hill to the Bunker Hill Monument, the landmark that commemorates the eponymous Revolutionary War battle. Take a peek in the nearby museum to see dioramas and historical artifacts from the battle. Afterward, climb to the top of the monument to enjoy the panorama of the city, the harbor and the North Shore. The Bunker Hill Monument is the final stop on the Freedom Trail.

Finally, walk down Pleasant St to the Warren Tavern, which dates from 1780, making it the oldest pub in Massachusetts. The place is named for Major General Joseph Warren, a hero of the Revolutionary War, who died in the Battle of Bunker Hill. Once frequented by the original patriots, this watering hole is a perfect end to your historic tour.
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WARREN TAVERN

Eliphalet Newell was an ardent supporter of the Revolutionary cause and a supposed participant in the Boston Tea Party. When the Revolutionary War was over, he opened a tavern and named it after his dear friend General Joseph Warren. Although Warren had died in the Battle of Bunker Hill, he had been an active member of the Sons of Liberty and a respected leader of the Revolution. A British commander described him as ‘the greatest incendiary in North America.’

When the Warren Tavern was opened in 1780, it quickly became a popular meeting place, especially among admirers of General Warren. Over the years, Paul Revere was a regular, and George Washington stopped by for a visit when he was in town.




ON THE FREEDOM TRAIL

The Freedom Trail starts at Boston Common. Walk the route across downtown Boston and through the North End before ending in Charlestown.






STROLL THE CHARLESTOWN HARBORWALK
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Take a walk along the Charlestown waterfront to discover a string of eclectic parks and playgrounds, boat-filled marinas, outdoor drinking venues and unexpected artistic surprises.

1 Mayor Menino Park occupies the northeastern tip of the peninsula, in front of Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital. In the aftermath of the 2013 Boston Marathon Bombings, the former mayor of Boston envisioned this inclusive playground that would be accessible to children of all abilities. Special features include a ramped play structure and opportunities for sensory play. The location is significant because many victims of the Marathon Bombing were treated at Spaulding.

From here, the Harborwalk follows the shoreline past the boats bobbing at their moorings, with wonderful views across the water to downtown Boston. A half-mile south, 2 Pier 6 is a nautical-themed restaurant and bar with a breezy deck that beckons when the weather is warm. Continue west to 3 Shipyard Park, often dotted with whimsical public art. Facing the dock, 4 The Anchor is an inviting beer garden and open-air venue for concerts, movies and markets.

If you can drag yourself away from this enticing setting, it’s a pleasant stroll through the 5 Charlestown Navy Yard and further south to Constitution Wharf. Cross under the North Washington St Bridge to 6 Paul Revere Park, occupying the southernmost point of the Charlestown peninsula. Popular with dogs and kids, it sits snug beneath and alongside the Zakim Bridge. The Charles River Dam and the Gridley Locks offer pedestrian access across the river to Lovejoy Wharf, and a pedestrian bridge crosses over the railroad tracks to North Point Park in Cambridge.




Salty Air & Sea Breezes

Set sail on the Boston Harbor

Are you longing to get out on the water? Want to feel the wind in your face and taste the salt on your lips? From May to October, Courageous Sailing can take your party out to sail around Boston Harbor in a Rhodes 19 or J80 vessel. This experience is a private, customized two-hour trip, so you can take the family on a tour, journey out to the islands in the harbor or enjoy a romantic sunset cruise. If you want to learn to sail yourself, the skipper is an experienced instructor who is happy to show you the ropes.

If you catch the sailing bug, intensive two-day, 12-hour Learn to Sail courses are available (courageoussailing.org). Experienced sailors might consider a short-term membership, which allows you to take out a Rhodes 19 for a few hours or a day.
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SEA LIFE IN MINIATURE
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Paul Schmitt is Admiral of the USS Constitution Model Shipwright Guild. usscmsg.org

The USS Constitution Museum is home to one of the largest ship modeling clubs in the world, the USS Constitution Model Shipwright Guild. Members share a passion for maritime history and building fine scale models of all types: tall ships, naval vessels, commercial and recreational craft (power and sail), and small boats.

On the museum’s 1st floor, the club maintains a working model shop where volunteer members demonstrate ship modeling to visitors and where we keep our extensive library of modeling books and plans. The Museum and Guild co-sponsor an annual ship model exhibit and competition timed to coincide with the local winter school vacation.



Eating in Charlestown: Best for Lunch & Coffee

Mister Q Cafe A neighborhood favorite for breakfast or lunch, with killer sandwiches. 6:30am-5pm Mon-Fri, 7am-3pm Sat & Sun $

Sorelle Simple sandwiches, salads and bowls to sustain you for that last leg of the Freedom Trail. 7am-3pm Sun-Fri, 8am-4pm Sat $

Tradesman Coffee & Pizza A coffee shop by day and a high-end pizza place for lunch and dinner. 7am-11pm Mon-Sat, to 9pm Sun $

Dovetail Hidden among the Navy Yard’s granite warehouses, Dovetail is a delightful stop for lunch or dinner, featuring seafood and pasta. hours vary $$


A Sailor’s Life

Discover the Charlestown Navy Yard

For nearly two centuries, the Charlestown Navy Yard was a hub of industry and innovation in the realm of shipbuilding and seafaring. Nowadays, this busy place is a sort of living museum: the NPS Visitor Center is a good place to start your explorations.

The USS Constitution and nearby museum are the main attractions of the Navy Yard, but it has other curiosities. The USS Cassin Young is a Fletcher WWII destroyer that was built in Charlestown. USS Cassin Young participated in the 1944 Battle of Leyte Gulf, as well as the 1945 invasion of Okinawa. Between Memorial Day (end of May) and Veteran’s Day (November 11), guided tours explore the ins and outs of the battleship, or you can wander around the main deck independently.

Although most of the shipyard buildings are not open to the public, many of the old granite structures are still standing. The oldest building in the yard is the imposing Federal-style Commandant’s House, dating from 1805. As the highest officer of the Navy Yard, the Commandant entertained many other high-ranking officials here, including Presidents James Monroe and Andrew Johnson. Other interesting historic buildings, such as the 1000ft-long Ropewalk and the old forge house, have been demolished or repurposed. Several dry docks show how the ships were repaired while resting on wooden blocks.
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KEEP ON TREKKING

As long as your legs will carry you, there’s always somewhere to go in Boston. The Charlestown Navy Yard and its environs are part of the 27-mile Walking City Trail.



Eating in Charlestown: Eclectic Dining

Figs Thin-crust pizza and other delicacies. Try the signature pie with gorgonzola, prosciutto and fig jam. 4-10pm Tue-Thu, 11:30am-11pm Fri-Sun $ $

Waverly Kitchen Serves comfort food in all forms, such as mac and cheese and chicken potpie. 10am-11pm Sun-Thu, 8am-midnight Fri & Sat $$

Monument This modern gastropub offers American classics with an innovative flare. Brunch is a highlight. hours vary $$

Brewer’s Fork A local favorite beloved for its small plates and pizzas and selection of craft beer. 11:30am-10pm Mon-Fri, from 10:30am Sat-Sun $$

Art for All

Scope out some Charlestown creativity

This historic ’hood is better known for patriotic events than artistic endeavors, but even Charlestown has a burgeoning creative scene, driven by a few active artist groups and supportive corporate patrons. The most prominent manifestation is at the Charlestown Navy Yard and nearby Shipyard Park, thanks to the initiative of Navy Yard Art & Garden. The nonprofit group oversees the lovely blooms at Pier 4 and Pier 6, as well as the public art installations that pop up along the waterfront.

Once the Hood Milk dairy plant, Hood Park is a newish development in the northern part of the neighborhood. The complex is trying hard to make itself a destination. One part of the strategy is to turn the campus into an outdoor art museum with bold, beautiful murals covering the exterior walls and surrounding the central green. Seven artists representing six countries (but most of them Boston-based) contributed their talents, giving this urban area some artsy, edgy flare. Check it out when you stop by the summer beer garden or bring the doggo to the park.

The Artists Group of Charlestown (ACG) is also doing its part for art. This group operates the StoveFactory Gallery & Studios (yes, in a former stove factory from the 19th century). The gallery hosts thematic group exhibitions and open studio events throughout the year. The group also stages solo exhibitions at AGC @ Hood at Hood Park.


URBAN ARCHEOLOGY

Besides being an urban plaza, the aptly named City Square is also an archaeological site. ‘Big Dig’ construction to reroute I-93 unearthed the foundation of a structure called the Great House, widely believed to be the home of Governor John Winthrop (1588–1649) and the seat of government in 1630.

Winthrop soon moved across the Charles River to the Shawmut Peninsula, and the Great House became the Three Cranes Tavern, as documented in 1635. On City Square, look for informative dioramas that demonstrate the remains of the kitchen, the main hall and the wine cellar.



Drinking in Charlestown: Brews, Views & More

The Anchor A pleasant seaside beer garden with occasional live music and community events. 4-9pm Mon-Fri, from 1pm Sat & Sun

Pier 6 Offers some of the finest views of the Boston Harbor and city skyline. Seafood on the menu goes nicely with the setting. 11am-1am

Good Company This cocktail bar uses local seasonal ingredients in inventive and delicious ways. 4-10:30pm Tue-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Urban Wild Munch on wings, sip cocktails and choose from the wide array of entertainment, such as bowling and live music. hours vary





Cambridge
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HISTORIC, ARTISTIC AND ACADEMIC HUB

Stretched out along the north shore of the Charles River, Cambridge is a separate city from Boston, with two distinguished universities, a host of historic sites, and artistic and cultural attractions galore.
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You would be forgiven for never setting foot in Boston and instead spending all your time across the river in Cambridge. We list Cambridge among the Boston neighborhoods, but it is in fact an independent city with historical and cultural offerings that rival its neighbor to the south.

In 1631, a group of Puritans moved from the original Massachusetts Bay Colony to this safer location upriver and started calling their settlement Newtowne. A few years later, they established Harvard College – the continent’s first institution of higher education – an event that would shape the history of this town (and Boston, for that matter) for centuries to come. Still, today, much of life in Cambridge revolves around the universities – not just Harvard but also its neighbor, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). These centers of research and learning attract the world’s brightest minds and help to define Boston as a center of innovation, culture and creativity.

Each higher-ed hotshot occupies its own corner of town and has a distinct atmosphere. The Harvard campus is packed with history, while MIT has a wealth of contemporary art and innovative architecture. Both universities have interesting and unusual museums. Harvard’s museums are excellent in the traditional sense, and MIT’s exhibits are cutting-edge and quirky.

The culture of the campuses leaks out into the surrounding streets. Harvard Sq is bustling with coffeehouses, comedy clubs, bookstores, record shops, street musicians, sidewalk artists, professors and panhandlers. Up the street, MIT’s neighborhood is Kendall Sq, a district that somebody called ‘the most innovative square mile on the planet.’ That’s not only because of MIT but also due to the computer tech and biotech companies located here.

No matter where you are in Cambridge, this city is abuzz with energy, ideas and countless ways to engage.
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DON’T MISS…

Harvard Yard

The oldest part of the Harvard University campus exudes history and academia.

Harvard Art Museums

Three incredible collections – Western, Eastern and Germanic art – all in one place and all for free.

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

The science institute shows off a wealth of art and architecture on its eclectic urban campus.

MIT Museum

A showcase of research and technology, alongside historical instruments and thought-provoking art.

Mt Auburn Cemetery

A serene final resting place for many famous people throughout history.

Club Passim

Harvard Sq’s legendary and beloved folk music club is still in the same backstreet basement digs.





TOP TIP

The Harvard Book Store hosts lectures, author talks and book readings almost every weeknight, presenting a cool opportunity to hobnob with writers and scholars. Most events are free. Some higher-profile author talks take place at the nearby (and visually stunning) Cambridge Public Library.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 Massachusetts Institute of Technology

2 MIT Museum

SIGHTS

3 700 Main Street

4 Broad Discovery Center

5 Draper Labs

6 Entrepreneur’s Walk of Fame

7 Google

8 Great Dome

9 Killian Court

10 Kresge Auditorium

11 La Grande Voile

12 List Visual Arts Center

13 MIT Chapel

14 MIT.nano (Building 12)

15 Moderna

16 Moghadam Building

17 Simmons Hall

18 Stata Center

19 The End of Signature

20 Tootsie Roll Co

21 Whitehead Institute

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

22 Paddle Boston

23 Skate @ Canal District Kendall

SLEEPING

24 907 Main

25 Hotel Marlowe

26 Kendall Hotel

EATING

27 Bon Me

28 Dumpling House

29 Lexington

30 Life Alive

31 Little Donkey

32 Little Luna

33 Locke Bar

34 Naco Taco

35 Oleana

36 Toscanini’s

37 Veggie Galaxy

38 Waypoint

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

39 Brick & Mortar

40 Earnest Drinks

41 Havana Club

42 Lamplighter Brewing Co

43 Lamplighter CX

44 Plough & Stars

45 Roxy’s Arcade

ENTERTAINMENT

46 Cantab Lounge

47 Lilypad

48 Mad Monkfish




MIT Museum

A showcase of innovation

Completely revamped and reopened in 2022, the MIT Museum is a fantastic display of the university’s research and innovations, also probing deep questions about technology and society. The museum’s goal is ‘to turn MIT inside out’ and make its work accessible to the rest of us.

Thought-provoking (and sometimes head-scratching) exhibits focus on the history and ethics of genetic technology, the potential and danger of artificial intelligence, and the race-winning solar-powered vehicle Nimbus, among other topics. Historic artifacts from the collections complement the futuristic ideas. Several surprising exhibits explore the interplay between science and art.
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Massachusetts Institute of Technology

A center of science and learning

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) offers a completely novel perspective on Cambridge academia: proudly nerdy but not quite as tweedy as Harvard. The centerpiece of campus is Killian Court, an expansive lawn that faces the Charles River. The iconic (and gigantic) Great Dome towers above.
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Around the corner on Mass Ave are two modernist masterpieces by Eero Saarinen. You might not immediately recognize the mysterious, windowless brick cylinder as a religious building, but the interior of the MIT Chapel offers an undeniably spiritual experience, with light streaming onto the spectacular shimmering altarpiece. (Opening hours are limited.) Nearby is the stunning Kresge Auditorium, with its glass walls and sweeping, rounded triangular roof.

A frenzy of building has resulted in some of the most architecturally intriguing structures you’ll find on either side of the river, such as the Dr Seuss-like Stata Center and the sponge-like Simmons Hall. Also noteworthy is the fantastic (and growing) collection of public art, along with a couple of unusual museums.
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Museum of Science

Interactive and educational fun

This educational playground has more than 600 interactive exhibits that engage all ages. Favorites include the world’s largest lightning-bolt generator, a full-scale space capsule, a world population meter and an impressive dinosaur exhibit. Kids go wild exploring computers and technology, maps and models, birds and bees, and human evolution.

One timely exhibit focuses on artificial intelligence and the many ways it is used in our daily lives. Visitors can interact with AI-generated artwork and watch a robotic dog navigate an obstacle course.

Don’t miss the Hall of Human Life, where visitors can witness the hatching of baby chicks and the buzzing of a beehive. The Discovery Center is a hands-on play area for kids under the age of eight.

The Charles Hayden Planetarium boasts a state-of-the-art projection system that casts a heavenly star show, as well as programs about black holes and other astronomical mysteries. For total IMAX immersion, check out the space-themed and natural-science-oriented flicks at the Mugar Omni Theater. A sweet sound system will have you believing you’re actually roving around Mars or being attacked by sharks. There is also a food court–style cafeteria on-site.
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ARCHIMEDEAN EXCOGITATION

Archimedean Excogitation isn’t referring to the ponderings of an ancient mathematician but rather to the playful audiokinetic sculpture that sits in the atrium of the Museum of Science. Designed by George Rhoads in 1987, the 26ft sculpture is delightfully complex. Billiard balls and bowling balls run on two different tracks, turning the blades of a windmill, banging on drums, rolling across xylophones, ringing chimes and otherwise making a racket. Visible from two levels, the continuous sound and movement are mesmerizing.






TOP SIGHT
Harvard University

Founded in 1636 to educate men for the ministry, Harvard is the country’s oldest college and it remains one of the world’s most prestigious universities. Alumni of the original Ivy League school include eight US presidents and dozens of Nobel Laureates and Pulitzer Prize winners. The university campus contains some historic buildings clustered around Harvard Yard, as well as impressive architecture and excellent museums.
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PRACTICALITIES

Scan this QR code for museum hours and visitor information.
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Harvard Yard

While the university now occupies vast areas in Cambridge, Allston and further afield, its geographic and historic heart remains at Harvard Yard. This is where redbrick buildings and leaf-covered lawns exude academia, students congregate to study and socialize, and graduates proudly receive their degrees.

Flanking the main entrance at Johnston Gate are the two oldest buildings on campus. South of the gate, Massachusetts Hall (1720) houses the offices of the president of the university. It is the oldest building at Harvard and one of the oldest academic buildings in the country. North is Harvard Hall (1766), which originally housed the library.

The focal point of the yard is the John Harvard Statue by Daniel Chester French, where every Harvard hopeful has a photo taken (and touches the statue’s shiny shoe for good luck).

The most imposing building in the Yard is Widener Library, which contains more than 5 miles of books. The library was built in memory of rare book collector Harry Elkins Widener, who perished on the Titanic. Legend has it that Widener gave up his seat in a lifeboat to retrieve his favorite book from his stateroom. The library is not open to the public.

The Memorial Church (aka MemChurch) was built in 1932 to honor the students and alumni who died in WWI. The Sunday service and daily morning prayers are accompanied by the dulcet sounds of the esteemed UChoir.
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Don’t Miss

Johnston Gates

John Harvard Statue

Memorial Church

Harvard Art Museums

Harvard Museum of Natural History

Sanders Theatre

American Repertory Theater



Around the Plaza

North of Harvard Yard, just outside Bradstreet Gates, the Plaza is a lively outdoor space replete with food trucks, farmers markets, ping-pong tables and other seasonal recreation. Two massive buildings loom over the Plaza. The Victorian Gothic beauty is Memorial Hall, built to honor Harvard’s Civil War heroes. The impressive Memorial Transept is usually open for visitors to admire the stained-glass windows and stenciled walls. Memorial Hall also contains the beautiful 1200-seat, wood-paneled Sanders Theatre, which is known for its acoustics. Most of the building’s artistic treasures are contained in Annenberg Hall, which is not open to the public.

The modernist steel and concrete structure is the Science Center, which contains laboratories for physics, chemistry, biology, geology and astronomy, as well as the small but fascinating Collection of Historical Scientific Instruments. It showcases a selection of the 20,000 items in the university collection, some of which date from the 15th century. Look for the geometric sector designed by Galileo and the clocks illustrating the development of modern timekeeping. Benjamin Franklin compiled the collection.


Veritas?

Inscribed ‘John Harvard, Founder of Harvard College, 1638’ the John Harvard Statue is known as the ‘statue of three lies.’

• It does not depict Harvard (because no image of him exists).

• John Harvard was not the founder of the college, but its first benefactor in 1638.

• The college was founded two years earlier in 1636.



TOP TIPS

• Free campus tours depart from the Harvard University Information Center inside the Smith Campus Center.

• To go it alone, pick up a self-guided tour booklet (available from the Smith Campus Center) or download the mobile app from the website (harvard.edu/visit/tours).

• Finish your tour by climbing the steps of Robinson Hall for a perfectly framed photo of Memorial Hall.

• Visit the Harvard Box Office in the Smith Campus Center for tickets to events at Sanders Theatre.

• Harvard Yard may close because of special events or safety protocols, in which case tours do not run.

Harvard Art Museums

It is called the Harvard Art Museums – plural – because it contains three distinct collections with unique themes and histories. Established in 1895, the Fogg Museum is renowned for its collection of Western art, spanning the centuries from the Middle Ages to the present. The Busch-Reisinger Museum is unique for its focus on the art of Northern Europe, especially Germanic-speaking countries. The Arthur M Sackler Museum is dedicated to Asian, Islamic and Indian art. At the Harvard Art Museums, all three come together under one stylish roof designed by architect Renzo Piano. It’s a wonderful resource, and best of all, it’s free to all visitors.
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Check the calendar (harvardartmuseums.org/calendar) for gallery talks, student-led spotlight tours and hands-on art workshops.


Smith Campus Center

Occupying a prominent spot in the middle of Harvard Sq, the Smith Campus Center plays the role of the university’s ‘living room,’ where students and visitors can congregate, study, socialize, eat and drink. The two-story lobby is lush with thousands of plants growing on the living walls and irrigated by rainwater collected on the roof. Out front, would-be chess masters await a challenge from passersby.




Harvard Science Museums

The Peabody Museum of Archaeology & Ethnology has occupied this handsome facade on Divinity Ave since 1877, just a few years after the museum was founded. The centerpiece of the Peabody is the impressive Hall of the North American Indian, which traces how Native American people responded to the arrival of Europeans from the 15th to 18th centuries. Other exhibits examine Indigenous cultures throughout the Americas, including a fantastic comparison of cave paintings and murals of the Awatovi (New Mexico), the Maya (Guatemala) and the Moche (Peru).

The Peabody acknowledges that its extensive collection of artifacts is a product of a problematic history rooted in colonialism. Today, the museum aims to be an ‘ethical steward’ for the collections and to celebrate the diversity of cultures around the world.

The Harvard Museum of Natural History is famed for its botanical galleries, featuring some 3000 pieces of handblown, intricately crafted glass flowers and plants. These spectacularly detailed specimens were created for students to study, but they are truly works of art. The same artists also created the smaller, complementary exhibit of Sea Creatures in Glass.

Nearby, the zoological galleries house an enormous number of stuffed animals and reassembled skeletons, as well as an impressive fossil collection. Other cool exhibits feature climate change, sparkling gemstones and arthropods (yes, cockroaches).

The two science museums share a building. There are two entrances, but one price covers admission to both.
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The Arts at Harvard

American Repertory Theater

Harvard’s renowned theater company gets high marks for its innovative performances, especially outside-the-box presentations of well-known works.

Harvard Film Archive Cinematheque

Five nights a week, the Cinematheque presents retrospectives of distinguished actors, screenings of rare movies, thematic groupings and special events featuring the filmmakers themselves.




Open to the Public

During the academic year, Harvard hosts a slew of events that are open to the public to listen, learn and engage, including lectures, performances, films, workshops, sporting events and family fun. Check out the online calendar (community.harvard.edu/events) to see what’s happening when you’re in the area.






Club Passim

An underground folk music legend

The legendary Club Passim is a holdout from the days when folk music was a staple in Cambridge (and around the country). The intimate, subterranean room is hidden off a side street in Harvard Sq, just as it has been since 1969. The club continues to book top-notch acts, single-handedly sustaining the city’s folk scene. Live music and Sunday brunch make a wonderful way to spend a weekend morning.

Passim plays host to several annual music festivals that draw fans from around the world: the Boston Celtic Music Festival in January and the renowned Campfire Festival, showcasing emerging artists for more than 25 years.

American Repertory Theater

Expanding the boundaries of theater

Established at Harvard University in 1979, this prestigious theater company stages new plays and experimental interpretations of classics at the Loeb Drama Theater in Harvard Sq. Artistic Director Diane Paulus encourages a broad interpretation of ‘theater,’ which has included interactive murder mysteries, disco Shakespeare, robot operas and readings of novels in their entirety. The ART’s musical productions in particular have been racking up Tony awards.

In 2026, the ART is expected to move into a new center for creativity and performance across the river in Allston.
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Mt Auburn Cemetery

The country’s oldest garden cemetery

With graceful landscaping and moving memorials, Mt Auburn Cemetery is a delightful destination for grave spotting, bird-watching and peaceful contemplation. Ten miles of roads wind among the artistic monuments and blooming trees and shrubs. Near the entrance, the gorgeous neo-Gothic Bigelow Chapel overlooks an ornamental garden. Follow Fountain Ave to Magnolia Ave along the eastern edge of the graveyard to reach Washington Tower, offering fabulous views of Boston in the distance.

Pick up a map to pinpoint the graves of Mary Baker Eddy (founder of the Church of Christ, Scientist), Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (19th-century poet), Isabella Stewart Gardner (socialite and art collector), Oliver Wendell Holmes (US Supreme Court justice) and Winslow Homer (19th-century painter).
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 American Repertory Theater

2 Club Passim

3 Harvard University

SIGHTS

4 Cambridge Common

5 Christ Church

6 Longfellow House

7 Tory Row

8 Winthrop Square

EATING

9 Charlie’s Kitchen

10 CloverHSQ

11 Giulia

Grendel’s Den (see 8)

12 Hokkaido Ramen Santouka

13 Veggie Grill

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

14 LA Burdick

15 Shays Pub & Wine Bar

16 Wusong Road

ENTERTAINMENT

17 Comedy Studio

18 Lizard Lounge

19 Regattabar

SHOPPING

Armageddon Shop (see 9)

20 Cambridge Artists Cooperative

21 Cardullo’s Gourmet Shoppe

22 Grolier Poetry Bookshop

23 Harvard Book Store

24 Harvard Square Open Market

25 Million Year Picnic

26 Planet Records

27 Rodney’s Bookstore

28 Ward Maps

INFORMATION

29 Harvard University Information Center





MORE IN CAMBRIDGE

Art Smarts

MIT’s incredible array of public pieces

MIT is famous for scientific learning, but this institute of technology also has a fabulous art collection. The university’s Percent-for-Art Program requires that every building project budget has a line item for art acquisitions. As a result, the campus is replete with architectural innovations and public art masterpieces, including many from the 21st century. Pick up a map at the List Visual Arts Center or download the mobile app (listart.stqry.app) for a tour of highlights.

Several excellent pieces are right in Killian Court, including pieces by Henry Moore and Michael Heizer. Nearby, in the breezeway of MIT.nano (Building 12), Olafur Eliasson’s evocative Northwest Passage is a sort of upside-down sculpture hanging from the ceiling, an optical illusion and a poignant commentary on climate change.

McDermott Court is home to Alexander Calder’s colossal La Grande Voile. Although this is a ‘stabile’ sculpture, it does not sacrifice the feeling of lightness and motion of his more famous mobiles. In and around the Moghadam Building (No 55) is an intriguing trio of works by Julian Charrière. Titled Everything Was Forever Until It Was No More, the series explores the precarious relationship between humans and the natural world.


END OF SIGNATURE
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Natalie Bell is a curator at the List Visual Arts Center. @abellanatalie

One of my favorite works on campus is Agnieszka Kurant’s The End of Signature (2021), which visualizes the identity of the Cambridge and MIT communities through two massive signatures, rendered in neon and animated LED.

Kurant used a machine learning system (artificial intelligence) that ‘averaged’ hundreds of individual signatures into one. I love how this work speaks to so many subjects at once: the act of collecting signatures for a common cause, a recognition of collective labor over ideas of individual genius, and the end of signature and handwriting in the digital age.



Eating in Cambridge: Best Vegetarian & Vegan

Veggie Galaxy Everything you ever wanted from a classic all-American diner – without the meat. hours vary $

CloverHSQ Once a food truck, now a chain of earth-friendly fast food, famous for rosemary fries. 7am-10pm Mon-Sat, 11am-8pm Sun $

Veggie Grill All vegan all the time, including four kinds of burgers and a fantastic Santa Fe ‘chicken’ sandwich. 11am-11pm $

Life AliveA joyful and healthful approach to eating animal-free food. The Green Goddess grain bowl is truly divine. 8am-10pm $

Colonial Cambridge

Old ‘Newtowne’ and Revolutionary sights

Originally known as ‘Newtowne,’ Cambridge was settled by the Massachusetts Bay Co in 1631. Present-day Winthrop Square was the site of the Newtowne marketplace and the hub of the early settlement. Harvard College was founded in 1636, and the town was later renamed Cambridge after the university in England.

Cambridge Common was the village green, originally used for pastureland and military training. The gallows loomed nearby. Nowadays, you can see a trio of cannons from the Revolution and a memorial to 18th-century Black leader Prince Hall.

Christ Church is the oldest church in Cambridge, completed in 1761. George Washington’s troops used the Anglican church as a barracks after its Tory congregation fled. Adjacent to the church, the Old Burying Ground contains graves dating from 1636.

Brattle St was the epicenter of colonial posh. Lined with mansions that were once home to royal sympathizers, the street earned the nickname Tory Row.

Brattle St’s most famous resident was not a Tory but a poet. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow inhabited the stately manor at 105 Brattle St (now called Longfellow House, a National Historic Site). Incidentally, one reason Longfellow was so taken with this house was its historical significance. During the Revolutionary War, General Washington appropriated this beauty and used it as his headquarters.

Date Night (or Solo Sortie)

Do something different this evening

Looking for a ‘funusual’ night out on the town? Set off on these excellent only-in-Cambridge outings.

So you think you can dance? Even if the answer is no, you’ll have a blast at Havana Club. It’s welcoming to all regardless of skill level, but you will see some kickass dancing here. Come early for the bachata lesson and then dance the night away every evening but Wednesday. No partner required.

If you’re more adroit with your hands than your feet, show your stuff at Roxy’s Arcade. This ‘secret’ spot is packed with pinball machines, retro video games and arcade classics, plus a cocktail bar. If you get hungry, order a gourmet grilled cheese sandwich.

On Sunday nights, poets (and fans) congregate in the underground space at Lizard Lounge to perform in verse. Each jam starts with a featured poet, followed by an open mic, all with live jazz accompaniment. The vibe is inclusive, and the poetry is subversive. If Sunday doesn’t work for you, a similar event takes place on Wednesdays at the Cantab Lounge.


IN MEMORIUM
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Beth Folsom is the Program Manager at History Cambridge. @histcambridge

Established in 1635, the Old Burying Ground contains thousands of graves, far more than the 700 gravestones that remain. Only two surviving stones belong to enslaved persons: Cicely (died 1714, age 15) and Jane (died 1740, age 22). These women were both enslaved by prominent members of the Harvard community: William Brattle, Harvard Class of 1680 and for whom Brattle St is named, and Andrew Bordman II, Harvard steward.

Although we know little about the lives of these young women, their presence alongside prominent white Cantabrigians bears witness to their lives as enslaved individuals in a city often considered the ‘cradle of abolition.’



Eating in Cambridge: International Delights

Hokkaido Ramen Santouka Fast service and satisfying noodles from a Japanese chain. 11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 9:30pm Fri-Sun $

Naco Taco Indulge in tacos and tortas on the most inviting patio in Cambridge. 11am-10pm Sun-Wed, to midnight Thu-Sat $

Bon Me Simple, fresh and insanely good Vietnamese fare. Find another location in the Smith Campus Center. 10:30am-3pm Mon-Fri $

Dumpling House A Chinatown transplant serving a dozen varieties of dumplings. 11am-10pm Wed-Mon $$

Paddle Time

See Cambridge from the water

Get a new perspective on the city when you rent a canoe or kayak from Paddle Boston near Kendall Sq. Experienced kayakers can venture into the harbor, but the river and basin are perfectly lovely for skyline views and fall foliage.

Another outlet in Allston, near Harvard Sq, allows for an excellent one-way 5-mile paddle between the two rental centers. End at Kendall and celebrate with lunch or libations on the canal-side patio at Locke Bar.


ALLURING SHOPPING SPOTS

Ward Maps

Maps, maps and more maps. Come for unique souvenirs like vintage MBTA paraphernalia.

Cardullo’s Gourmet Shoppe

A Harvard Sq original since 1950. Check out local favorites such as Boston salt water taffy and Maine clam chowder.

Cambridge Artists Cooperative

Handmade jewelry, woven scarves, pottery and more made and sold by co-op members.

Harvard Square Open Market

From June to October, Sunday is fun day in Harvard Sq, when 50-plus artists and entrepreneurs sell their stuff.




PADDLE AROUND TOWN

Boston’s other waterways are also open for exploration. You can kayak or canoe in the Mystic River State Reservation or Jamaica Pond.



Eating in Cambridge: Worth a Splurge

Oleana Chef Ana Sortun’s first venue, Oleana thrills with enticing blends of Mediterranean flavors. 5:30-10pm $$$

Giulia An intimate affair, serving a select menu of handmade pasta and Italian dishes. 5:30-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat $$$

Little Donkey A cozy bistro serving globally inspired small plates, such as Bangkok street noodles and Turkish dumplings. hours vary $$$

Waypoint Innovative presentations of all kinds of seafood, such as smoked whitefish pizza and uni bucatini. 5-10pm $$$




TOMES & TUNES IN HARVARD SQUARE
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Harvard Sq has long been a renowned hub of counterculture. Nowadays, many Cantabrigians (rightly) complain that the square has lost its edge, but vestiges of its free spirit remain if you know where to look. Walk around to find the old-timey bars, independent bookstores and used record shops.

Harvard Sq is still a decent place to get your vinyl fix, and your first stop should be 1 Planet Records. It’s a small space with an impressive selection. Two blocks southeast, 2 Armageddon Shop is an underground record shop with an awesome commitment to supporting local musicians.

You are now close to two of Harvard Sq’s longest-standing neighborhood restaurants. 3 Charlie’s Kitchen is a legit old-fashioned diner, complete with counter seating and a tin ceiling dating from 1951. Just around the corner, another favorite is 4 Grendel’s Den, a cozy pub opened in 1971 and tucked into the basement.

Named after the Ray Bradbury sci-fi short story, 5 Million Year Picnic is the best comic bookstore in the square (another underground establishment). Walk north to Church St to 6 Rodney’s Bookstore, the only used bookstore in Cambridge. Thousands of books are packed into this pocket-sized space, including a selection of $1 bargains.

Heading southeast on Mass Ave, 7 Grolier Poetry Bookshop was founded in 1927, making it the oldest poetry bookstore in the USA. Over the years, TS Eliot, ee cummings and Allen Ginsberg passed through these doors. Check out the calendar of poetry readings (grolierpoetrybookshop.org/upcoming-readings).

The final stop is next door at 8 Harvard Book Store, family-owned and -operated since 1932. It’s not officially affiliated with Harvard, but it is the university community’s favorite place to browse.




Cycle the Charles

Boston and Cambridge by bike

Between the Charles River Dam and Watertown Sq, a paved off-road cycling trail follows both sides of the Charles River, offering a glimpse of spectacular cityscapes, inviting parklands and historic university campuses. The trail makes a 17-mile loop, but several bridges along the way provide opportunities to shorten the ride.

In Boston, the centerpiece of the riverfront is the Charles River Esplanade, interwoven with trails. At the western end, you pass the Boston University campus, evident from the students lounging on BU Beach and from the striking CCDS building.
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The sprawling MIT campus occupies the north side of the river between the Longfellow Bridge and the BU Bridge. You can’t miss the iconic neoclassical Great Dome.

A few miles further west, redbrick facades line the sidewalks, and cupolas decorate the skyline on both sides of the river as you pass through Harvard University. The business school occupies the south shore, dominated by the beautiful Georgian Baker Library. The handsome buildings on the north shore are the undergraduate residential houses.

Continuing west, there is pleasant parkland on both sides of the river until you reach the turnaround point at Watertown Sq.
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BEST PLACES FOR JAZZ

Lilypad

The smallest venue ever, with an intriguing lineup of modern jazz and other avant-garde stuff.

Mad Monkfish

Asian fare on the menu and live jazz on the scene Friday through Sunday.

Plough & Stars

A tiny Irish pub with live music six nights a week, plus unexpectedly excellent food.

Regattabar

The room itself is not super atmospheric, but this spot books excellent jazz musicians from around the world.




TRAIL CONNECTIONS

From North Point Park, the North Bank pedestrian bridge crosses over the railroad tracks to the Charlestown Harborwalk. Cyclists and long-distance walkers can use nearby connections to the Somerville Community Path and the Charles River Esplanade.



Eating & Drinking in Cambridge: Sweets & Treats

LA Burdick A boutique chocolatier serving some of the best chocolate you’ll drink in your lifetime. 8am-9pm

Toscanini’s The original location of a Cambridge classic. The flavors are unexpected and delicious, and they change often. noon-10pm $

Earnest Drinks Ice cream in the front, cocktails in the back. Get the best of both worlds with a boozy frappe. hours vary

PRB Boulangerie Irresistible French pastries, including all your old favorites like pain au chocolat. Ooh la la. 7am-8pm $

Winter Skate

Cold ice and hot drinks

If you’re visiting Boston in winter, it’s time to lace up the skates. Skate @ Canal District Kendall has an awkward name and an odd shape (sort of a kidney bean), but it’s a fun spot for ice skating. Afterward, warm up with a heavenly spiced latte from Little Luna, whose cinnamon halva latte gets an A+ every time. Note the cafe’s early closing hours (7am to 2pm Monday to Friday, from 9am Saturday and Sunday).

Summer Skate

Skate and recreate in North Point Park

North Point Park is a beautifully landscaped and perfectly located park at the far edge of East Cambridge. (Why is it called North Point Park instead of East Point Park? It’s a mystery.) The green juts into the Charles River between two dams; blooms and birdlife make for a delightful riverside stroll.

Sidewalk surfers and BMX bikers do their thing at the graffiti-painted Lynch Family Skate Park under the highway. Nearby, in Cambridge Crossing, Lamplighter CX has fresh, cold beer, and Lexington boasts a fabulous roof deck.

Follow in the Footsteps of Julia Child

Bon appétit

The original celebrity chef, Julia Child was a Cambridge resident for 40 years, living at 103 Irving Street (where her kitchen was also a TV set). Julia often frequented nearby shops such as the Wine & Cheese Cask and Savenor’s Market. Look for her signature ‘Bon Appétit’ in the cement in front of the latter. Nearby, PRB Boulangerie is new to the neighborhood in 2023, but surely Julia would approve of its authentic French pastries.

Of course, the best way to embody Julia’s bon vivant spirit is to cook. The Cambridge School of Culinary Arts offers one-time courses focusing on significant meals or fun techniques. For daring duos, special ‘Cooking Couples’ classes focus on regional foods, wine pairing and more.


COMEDY STUDIO
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Rick Jenkins is a comedy nerd, founder and owner of the Comedy Studio. @thecomedystudio

The Comedy Studio started as a little comedy show in the attic of a Chinese restaurant in 1996. We moved to Somerville in 2018, and now we’re back in Harvard Sq.

It’s all based on my comedy nerdiness. The club reflects that. Half the cast of Bob’s Burgers started at our place. The best thing in the world is seeing a new talent with a fresh point of view. We look for performers who make you laugh and think, ‘Hmm, never thought of it that way.’



Drinking in Cambridge: Cocktails & Craft Beer

Shays Pub & Wine Bar A convivial beer bar that’s a favorite among Harvard grad students. 4-11pm Sun-Wed, noon-1am Thu-Sat

Lamplighter Brewing Co Pints of frothy goodness, as well as beer snacks and board games. 11am-10pm Sun & Mon, to midnight Tue-Sat

Wusong Road Fancy cocktails are the star of the show at this stylish tiki bar decked out in Polynesian decor. hours vary

Brick & Mortar Enter through the unmarked door and climb the stairs to cool cocktail heaven. 5pm-midnight Mon-Wed, to 1am Thu-Sat




ALONG THE INNOVATION TRAIL
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Walk the Innovation Trail to learn about the many breakthroughs and inventions that have taken place right here in Kendall Sq, dubbed the ‘most innovative square mile on the planet.’ Get more details from an audio tour (theinnovationtrail.org) or the expert guides at Boston History Co.

Most of the trail focuses on biological and computer technology, but it starts with something even better: candy. Owned by 1 Tootsie Roll Co, the building at 810 Main St is one of the last operating candy manufacturers in an area once known as Confectioner’s Row.

The oldest industrial structure in Cambridge is at 2 700 Main Street. Since the 1830s, it has been the production site of many technologies, from train cars to Polaroid cameras. A few blocks northeast, Technology Sq is an innovation hub, home to 3 Draper Labs (partially responsible for Apollo’s moon landing), 4 Moderna (developers of life-saving vaccines) and the 5 Whitehead Institute (creators of the Human Genome Project).

Duck down Vassar St to the MIT 6 Stata Center to see a small exhibit of extremely innovative student ‘hacks’ (pranks). Return to Main St and continue east to the Broad Institute. Exhibits at the 7 Broad Discovery Center demonstrate how the institute’s research on genomes is leading to treatments for human disease.

Further east on Main St is the Cambridge headquarters of 8 Google. The technology giant’s ties to Cambridge go back to 2005 when it acquired a local start-up called Android. Nearby is the 9 Entrepreneur’s Walk of Fame, recognizing innovators from Thomas Edison to Steve Jobs.

Cap off your tour with an afternoon at the 10 MIT Museum, a fabulous display of world-changing research and mind-boggling innovation.




Urban Wilds

Nature in the city

While Cambridge expands ever upward, it’s refreshing to know it still has some places where owls nest and coyotes roam.

The Fresh Pond is the water supply reservoir for the city of Cambridge (which explains the fence). It’s surrounded by 162 acres of forest, fields and wetlands. A 2.5-mile trail circling the pond is popular with joggers and dog walkers. The Fresh Pond is an important migratory stopover and winter habitat for waterfowl, and barred owls are also residents here.

About a mile north, the Alewife Brook Reservation is a 136-acre linear park, stretching along the river of the same name. Boardwalks wind through the wetlands on the north side of the river. The reservation protects two ponds that are spawning ground for herring, which migrate from the Atlantic Ocean every spring. It’s also a rich bird habitat. In March, American woodcocks are often spotted here, doing their courtship display.

The nearby Revival Cafe & Kitchen is a welcoming stop for a cold drink or a picnic lunch.
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Fresh Pond | SURABHI SURENDRA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


BIKEABLE ROUTES

The Alewife Brook Reservation is the starting or ending point for the Minuteman Bikeway, which goes all the way to Bedford. You can also pick up the Somerville Community Path to North Point Park.








Streetcar Suburbs

[image: jpg]

EXPLORE BOSTON’S OUTER NEIGHBORHOODS

Boston is a city of diverse neighborhoods with dramatically different vibes and views, especially outside of the center. Hang out in the Streetcar Suburbs to experience the city as the locals do.


[image: jpg]

Jamaica Pond | MIKEY COLON/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

The Streetcar Suburbs are residential areas that developed around Boston at the turn of the 20th century, when the city was getting too big for its geographic britches. They are somewhat isolated from other parts of Boston, though transitionally connected, yes, by streetcar (or subway now). Residential areas grew up south of the city in Dorchester, Roxbury, Mattapan and Jamaica Plain; west of the city in Brookline and Brighton; and on the north shore in Somerville.

The so-called Streetcar Suburbs attracted working-class folks who aspired to a middle-class lifestyle, including many Irish, Italian and Jewish immigrants. Over the years, the city of Boston annexed most of these suburbs (except for Brookline and Somerville), but they still retain distinct atmospheres and appeal.

Brookline was built as a modest, middle-income neighborhood suitable for young families, which explains the draw for Joseph and Rose Kennedy, who moved here in 1914 to start their family. Today, well-heeled residents lunch at Jewish delis and browse the boutiques and bookstores. Up the street in Allston and Brighton, the population is younger and the vibe is grittier, thanks to the large student population.

North of the city, Somerville sometimes gets lumped together with its richer, smarter neighbor, Cambridge (sometimes they go by ‘Camberville’). But Somerville is proud of its working-class roots and quirky, creative soul. Come to discover a slew of trendsetting restaurants and breweries, a calendar packed with wacky events, and Boston’s hottest nightlife. Wait, did we say ‘hottest’ nightlife? We meant oddest nightlife.

If you want to enjoy the great outdoors but can’t leave the city, head to Jamaica Plain. It was a summertime retreat for wealthy Bostonians who built stately homes overlooking the quaint glacial pond, and its open spaces are still the main attraction.
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DON’T MISS…

Emerald Necklace

Designed by Frederick Law Olmsted, this chain of parks is an inviting route for cycling, running or walking.

John F Kennedy National Historic Site

See where the 35th president was born and the neighborhood where he grew up.

COOLIDGE CORNER THEATER

Catch an art film or a cult classic at this art deco theater, a Brookline landmark since 1933.

ARNOLD ARBORETUM

Harvard University’s wonderful outdoor campus for the study and enjoyment of trees and plants is open to all.

CENTRE STREET

Shop and eat in the delightfully quirky local stores and restaurants along the main drag in Jamaica Plain.

SACCO’S BOWL HAVEN

Try your hand at candlepin bowling at this Somerville institution.




TOP TIP

Five branches of the MBTA Green Line service the Streetcar Suburbs (plus the Orange Line for Jamaica Plain). Appropriately, the Green Line trains run at street level, just as the streetcars did. Unfortunately, this means they run significantly slower than the other lines.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 Brookline Booksmith

2 Coolidge Corner

3 John F Kennedy National Historic Site

SIGHTS

4 175 Freeman Street (Former Dexter School)

5 201 Freeman Street (Former St Aidan’s Church)

6 51 Abbottsford Road

7 Auerbach Center

8 Florida Ruffin Ridley School (Former Edward Devotion School)

ACTIVITIES

9 Track at New Balance

10 Warrior Ice Arena

SLEEPING

11 Arcadian Hotel

12 Coolidge Corner Guesthouse

13 Longwood Inn

EATING

14 Bar Vlaha

15 Coreanos Allston

16 El Peñol 3

17 Ganko Ittetsu Ramen

18 Kimchipapi Kitchen

19 Kupel’s Bakery

20 Maguro

21 Michael’s Deli

22 Tatte Bakery

23 Yoma Burmese Restaurant

24 Zaftigs Delicatessen

ENTERTAINMENT

25 Brighton Music Hall

26 Coolidge Corner Theater

27 Paradise Rock Club

28 Roadrunner

SHOPPING

Butcherie (see 22)

Israel Book Shop (see 16)

29 Kolbo Fine Judaica Gallery




Brookline Booksmith

Independent bookstore and community gathering space

Since 1961, this independent bookstore in Coolidge Corner has welcomed readers to browse, discuss and discover what they love to read. The selection of books is extensive and thoughtful, and the store even has a special section for banned books. But the great strength of Brookline Booksmith lies in its incredible calendar of events – author talks, book clubs, poetry readings and story hours – that keep the community engaged. The Used Book Cellar in the basement is a bonus.
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Browsing for books | GEORGE RUDY/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

John F Kennedy National Historic Site

Birthplace of a president

On a spring day in 1917, in a modest colonial revival house on a shady street near Coolidge Corner, JFK was born. Jack was the second of nine children (four of whom were born here). In 1920, the family moved to a larger house just a few blocks away.

Matriarch Rose Kennedy oversaw the restoration of the house in the late 1960s, and today her narrative sheds light on the Kennedys’ family life. Guided tours allow visitors to see furnishings, photographs and mementos that have been preserved from the time the family lived here.
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John F Kennedy National Historic Site | WANGKUN JIA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Coolidge Corner Theater

Art deco movie palace

Showing films on the big screen since 1933, Coolidge Corner Theater is a classic independent movie house, its sign blazing with neon and its marquee touting its offerings. The theater has carved out a wonderful niche with its specialized programming, offering everything from silent movies and foreign films to horror and cult classics (the latter always shown at midnight).

One intriguing series is Science on Screen, where the theater invites scientists to use a film as a jumping-off point to discuss their expertise. For example, an ornithologist discusses the molecular evolution of birds before a showing of Alfred Hitchcock’s The Birds or a professor of philosophy and computer science discusses the ethics of artificial intelligence before a showing of Steven Spielberg’s Minority Report.




Forest Hills Cemetery

Peaceful, art-filled resting place

Dating from 1848, Forest Hills is a gorgeous, green cemetery filled with art and whimsy. It is an active burial ground, but it also plays the role of open-air museum. The walking paths are lined with sculptures paying tribute to individuals and causes from times past, while a contemporary sculpture path winds its way around the historic gravestones, connecting then and now.

Famous figures buried here include Revolutionary War heroes William Dawes and Joseph Warren; abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison; suffragette Lucy Stone; poets ee cummings and Anne Sexton; sculptors Daniel Chester French and Martin Milmore; and playwright Eugene O’Neill.
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Forest Hills Cemetery | KEITH J FINKS/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University

A museum of trees

A true jewel in the chain of parks that is the Emerald Necklace, the Arnold Arboretum is a 281-acre preserve and botanical collection, designed by Frederick Law Olmsted and studied and managed by Harvard University. It’s called a ‘living museum,’ and indeed it is full of life, especially with the flora of eastern North America and East Asia. The arboretum is free to visit, wild and open for exploration. Download the free Explorer app or see the website (arboretum.harvard.edu) for an interactive map that pinpoints the plants and trees in bloom during your visit.

The Arnold Arboretum has an incredible lineup of programs on offer, such as guided tours on weekends from February to November, plus many specialized tours, workshops, talks and exhibits. Popular monthly events include a guided bird walk and a full-moon meditation walk. May is a particularly busy time, when the blooming lilacs attract many admirers, especially on Lilac Sunday (the second Sunday of May).
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Lilac Sunday, Arnold Arboretum | MOCKINGBIRD_LILY/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


MORE IN STREETCAR SUBURBS

Matzo Balls & More

Eat your way around Coolidge Corner

In the early 20th century, well-to-do Jews started moving out of Boston and settling in the streetcar suburbs of Brookline and Brighton. Over the last century, this Jewish community has flourished, its vibrant culture prominent in the synagogues, bookstores and restaurants around Coolidge Corner. If you have a hankering for some old-fashioned Jewish comfort food, you’re in luck.

Zaftigs is a classic Jewish delicatessen and diner, serving steaming hot bowls of matzo ball soup, latkes, knishes, smoked fish plates and more. Service is friendly, and the atmosphere is bustling. A few blocks up the street, Kupel’s is the place to go for fresh-made bagels and braided challah. (Surprising fun fact: in 1984, the Kupelnicks sold their Jewish bakery to a longtime employee, who happens to be Muslim. Farzad Ghorbi has been running the place ever since.)

Michael’s Deli – aka the Corned Beef King – is famous for enormous sandwiches in the style of New York delis. What do you get when you mix a hot pastrami sandwich and a Cuban? Find out at Michael’s when you order a ‘Juban.’

Nowadays, every Boston neighborhood has its own Tatte Bakery, but the first one was right here in Coolidge Corner, founded by Israeli pastry chef Tzurit Or. The name Tatte, a Hebrew nickname for ‘grandmother,’ connotes the feelings of love and belonging when eating satisfying food, such as the pastries, soups and salads served here.
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JUDAICA IN COOLIDGE CORNER

Israel Book Shop

Carries a large selection of contemporary books about Israel and Judaism, as well as educational games and beauty products from the Dead Sea.

Kolbo Fine Judaica Gallery

A rich collection of fine art by local and Israeli artists, as well as jewelry and ritual items.

Butcherie

Brookline’s best kosher market. It’s called the Butcherie but should perhaps be called the Bakerie, considering the aromatic challah, bourekas, cookies, pastries and cakes for sale.



Eating in Coolidge Corner: Eclectic International Fare

Ganko Ittetsu Ramen Tiny noodle house serving fantastic authentic ramen. 11:30am-10pm Mon-Sat, to 9pm Sun $

El Peñol 3 The long menu of Colombian dishes includes empanadas, tostones and filling traditional fare. 11am-9pm $$

Maguro A small and unassuming spot for Thai and Japanese. The menu is extensive, but sushi is the pick. 11:30am-9:30pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat $$

Bar Vlaha A soulful Greek restaurant that focuses on the intriguing cuisine of the nomadic Vlachs. 5pm-midnight $$$




IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE KENNEDYS
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The Kennedy family lived in the Coolidge Corner neighborhood from 1914 until 1927. Take a self-guided tour around the neighborhood to see where they went to church, went to school and went about their daily lives.

Start at the 1 John F Kennedy National Historic Site at 83 Beals St in Brookline, where the newly married Joe Sr and Rose moved in 1914. Three years later, Jack was born in the master bedroom. This is the only site that is open to the public, showcasing lots of memorabilia and family history.

In 1920, the Kennedys (now with four children) moved to a larger home at 2 51 Abbottsford Road, three blocks north. Three more children were born here before the family moved to New York in 1927.

Heading east, take a quick jaunt south on Babcock St and then continue east on Freeman St to 3 St Aidan’s Roman Catholic Church (now a condo complex at 201 Freeman St). Rose took the children to daily Mass here, and it’s where Jack was baptized and served as an altar boy. Further along, Joe Jr and Jack attended the 4 Dexter School, formerly at 175 Freeman St, starting in 1924. Apparently, the boys often got grief as the only Irish Catholics attending the prestigious college prep school.

Cut down Pleasant St to 5 Coolidge Corner, the hub of the neighborhood, where the Kennedys did their shopping, banking and other errands. Trolley lines connected this streetcar suburb to downtown Boston.

Turn right on Harvard St to circle back toward your starting point. On the way, you pass the former 6 Edward Devotion School (now the Florida Ruffin Ridley School) at 347 Harvard St, a public school that Jack attended from 1922 to 1924.






CYCLE THE EMERALD NECKLACE

[image: jpg]

The Emerald Necklace is an evocative name for a chain of parks and green spaces that weave through Boston for about 7 miles from the Boston Common to Franklin Park. Designed by Frederick Law Olmsted in the late 19th century, the Emerald Necklace treats city residents to fresh air, bountiful trees, green grass and flowing water, all within the city limits. It’s lovely to walk but even better to cycle, so hop on a bike and go for the green. This route is mostly packed gravel, so it’s not great for road bikes with skinny tires.

This 4-mile section starts west of Kenmore Sq, at the north end of the Riverway near the 1 Fenway T station. The bike trail follows the Muddy River for about a mile through the greenery to 2 Olmsted Park. Here, a paved path hugs the banks of Leverett Pond and Ward’s Pond for another woodsy mile. At Willow Pond Rd, shift to the east side of the park and ride along the Jamaicaway bike path, passing 3 Jamaica Pond, a popular spot for joggers and dog walkers.

At the southern end of Jamaica Pond, follow the Arborway south and circle the rotary. This is the only section with no off-road path, so stay on the sidewalk if you’re more comfortable, until you enter the gloriously verdant 4 Arnold Arboretum. From the arboretum’s visitor center, enjoy a leisurely 1-mile ride along Meadow Rd and up to 5 Bussey Hill for a fabulous lookout over the city.

From here, you can return the way you came or ride back along the Southwest Corridor Park trail to Fenway or the South End.




Motor Car Madness

The country’s oldest automobile collection

Larz and Isabel Anderson displayed an early interest in automotive technologies, purchasing their first ‘horseless carriage’ in 1899, and so began their lifelong obsession with automobiles. The Andersons continued to obtain a new vehicle every year or two until Larz died in 1948. With each purchase, they would retire the previous vehicle to their carriage house, an extravagant structure reminiscent of a Loire Valley château.

The Larz Anderson Auto Museum today occupies the original 1888 carriage house. The collection features 14 of the Andersons’ automobiles, including the original 1899 Winton Runabout, in addition to the couple’s carriages and sleighs. Exhibits showcase the evolution of the automobile through the decades. Sunday afternoon ‘lawn events’ invite local auto buffs to join in the fun with their fancy old cars.

The grounds of the former Anderson estate comprise Larz Anderson Park, the largest park in Brookline, replete with walking trails, scenic ponds and picnic areas. It’s a popular wintertime spot for ice skating and sledding. Walk to the park’s highest point (where the Andersons’ house once stood) for a panoramic view of Boston.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University

2 Forest Hills Cemetery

SIGHTS

3 Bussey Hill

4 Franklin Park

5 Olmsted Park

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

6 Jamaica Pond

EATING

7 Brassica Kitchen

8 Casa Verde

9 Chilacates

10 The Joint

11 Third Cliff Bakery

12 Tonino

13 Tres Gatos

14 Vee Vee

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

15 Brendan Behan Pub

16 Haven

17 Midway Cafe

18 Samuel Adams Boston Brewery

SHOPPING

19 Boing!

Kitchenwitch (see 19)

20 On Centre

21 Papercuts Bookshop

22 Salmagund



Paddle on the Pond

Explore Jamaica Pond by boat or float

Scenic Jamaica Pond has long been a popular summertime destination for city dwellers. Swimming is not allowed, but the small though deep kettle lake is perfect for paddling or tame sailing. Sailboats, kayaks and stand-up paddleboards are available for rental at the 1913 Tudor-style boathouse. The pond is even stocked with fish, though you’ll need your own equipment and a Massachusetts fishing license.

For those who prefer to stay on dry land, a 1.4-mile paved path circles the pond for jogging or strolling.


JAMAICA POND LANTERN PARADE
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Paula Cantor is the Chairperson of the Programming Circle at Spontaneous Celebrations in Jamaica Plain. @spontaneouscelebrations

When temperatures drop and the leaves fall, Jamaica Pond hosts a beautiful, inspiring Lantern Parade at the end of October, put on by community arts organization Spontaneous Celebrations. Local shops sell lanterns in the leadup to the event, and many people make their own. Thousands of people participate in this annual parade around the pond, creating an evocative moving ring of bobbing lights, shining in the darkness.

On the first Saturday of May, Spontaneous puts on the Wake Up the Earth Festival at the Southwest Corridor. A carnival-like parade winds through JP to end at the colorful, music-filled festival.



Eating in Jamaica Plain: Where to Get Breakfast & Lunch

Third Cliff Bakery This innovator adds unexpected flavors to traditional flaky croissants, such as kimchi cheddar. 8am-3pm Wed-Sun $

Chilacates The first of many outlets of this Mexican street food phenomenon. 11am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat $

Casa Verde Friendly taqueria with 10 types of tacos, including intriguing vegetarian options. The nachos are delicious. noon-9pm $

The Joint Cozy neighborhood spot for breakfast and many kinds of burgers. 9am-10pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun $$




A SHOPPING SPREE AROUND CENTRE STREET
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While Jamaica Plain is officially part of Boston, it manages to preserve an independent and offbeat atmosphere. Its main drag, Centre St, feels like a small town’s central shopping strip and is lined with mom-and-pop shops and restaurants. You won’t find high art or fancy fashion, but you can check out quirky, creative stores that offer some of the city’s most delightful shopping.

Your first stop is not on Centre St, but two blocks south on South St at 1 Papercuts Bookshop. It’s a small store packed with literary goodness. Besides selling books, Papercuts has its own imprint, Cutlass Press, to print the books it wants to see on its shelves.

Just north of here on Centre St, 2 Salmagundi is an incredible haberdashery, selling the most stylish of hats for men and women. Browsing (and trying on) is encouraged.

Two blocks further north, the corner of Seaverns Ave and Centre St is a hub of quirky commerce. 3 On Centre is a treasure trove of fun and funky gifts, including a top-notch selection of silly socks. If you have fallen in love with Jamaica Plain, the shop also has a nice selection of JP gear. Across the street, 4 Kitchenwitch is a small store stuffed with every imaginable cooking gadget. 5 Boing! is the most fun toy store in the city.

This tour’s final stop is a half-mile further north, on Roseway St. 6 Tres Gatos is a tapas bar (open 5pm to 10pm), but it has a tiny bookshop and record store in the back (open from 2pm). If you visit when the restaurant is open, you can browse with a glass of wine in hand.




Bike + Beer = Happiness

Ride your bicycle to the brewery

An obligatory stop in Jamaica Plain, the Samuel Adams Boston Brewery is the original home of Boston’s favorite beer. This was the sole production facility back in the 1980s, when the Boston Beer Co was founded; today, it is the research and development brewhouse. Take the signature tour to learn about the brewing process or upgrade to an in-depth experience with more tastings and pairings. (Or skip the tour and head straight to the taproom for flights and bites.)

The cool thing about the Samuel Adams Boston Brewery (besides the beer) is that it is located in the complex of the old Haffenreffer Brewery, which brewed beer here for nearly a century, from 1870 to 1965, with a short break during Prohibition. The original smokestack still bears the Haffenreffer name.

The Samuel Adams Boston Brewery is located next to Stony Brook T station, but the best way to get here is to walk or cycle along the Southwest Corridor. The linear park is 4.1 miles long, stretching from Back Bay station to Forest Hills station: you can pick it up in the South End, Roxbury or Jamaica Plain. Be careful in the brewery if you intend to cycle back!
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INDEPENDENT FILM FESTIVAL OF BOSTON

Now in its third decade, the Independent Film Festival of Boston (IFF Boston) takes place over a week in late April or early May. Fans love this event for the balance it strikes between big names and local talent. Local film students also showcase shorts.

It’s called IFF Boston, but it takes place – mostly – at independent theaters in the Streetcar Suburbs and surrounding towns. These historic venues include Coolidge Corner Theater in Brookline, Somerville Theatre in Davis Sq in Somerville and Brattle Theatre in Harvard Sq in Cambridge.



Eating in Jamaica Plain: Best for Dinner Dates

Tres Gatos Charcuterie, cheeses, and an authentic selection of Spanish tapas and wine. Bonus: books and records to browse. 5-10pm $$

Tonino Intimate and innovative, Tonino is full of surprises. The menu focuses on pizza and pasta. 5-9:30pm Sun & Mon, to 10:30pm Thu-Sat $$

Brassica Kitchen Dishes up unique combos of flavors, using ‘fermentation-forward’ methods and embracing a no-waste ethic. hours vary $$$

Vee Vee The menu is small but enticing, with a few veggie options, focusing on seasonal ingredients. 5-9pm Tue-Sat $$$


Mystery & History in Franklin Park

Explore Boston’s largest green space

Vast and unkempt, Franklin Park is a 500-acre expanse of parkland, incorporating a zoo, a public golf course, an athletic stadium and – best of all – acres of urban wilds. It’s a 2.3-mile loop around the perimeter of the park, but it’s more fun to delve into the interior to discover curious bits of history amid the greenery.

In the park’s northern corner is its most unusual feature: the Bear Dens, actual cages complete with stone walls and iron fences that used to be a part of the nearby zoo in the early 20th century. Look for the wonderful bas-relief depicting two bears holding up the Boston city seal.

On the opposite side of the stadium lie the evocative ruins of the Overlook Shelter, a building that Frederick Law Olmsted designed as a field house. It was destroyed by fire in the 1940s, but you can still make out some of the architectural features, such as the original stone steps, an archway, water fountains and benches. There is a view of the sports fields from the ‘overlook.’

Near the golf course, climb Schoolmaster Hill, named for Ralph Waldo Emerson, who was a teacher in Roxbury. Before the park was created, Emerson lived in a cabin on this wooded hillside for two years (albeit less famously than his friend Henry David Thoreau at Walden). Follow the stone walkway past the arbor to find a plaque with part of Emerson’s poem ‘Good-bye.’ The surrounding ruins are from a former park administrative building.

West of the golf course, look for the handsome puddingstone Ellicott Arch, designed to separate the pedestrian walkway from the carriage road above (a classic Olmsted principle of design). The walkway terminates at the 99 Steps that lead up enticingly into the wilds of Franklin Park.
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PLAYHOUSE IN THE PARK

Two decades after a fire destroyed the Overlook Shelter, local activist and arts educator Elma Lewis led an effort to clean up the area and convert it into a concert venue, known as the Playhouse. For 12 years, the outdoor stage hosted concerts every night of the week from July 4 to Labor Day.

Her legacy continues today at Elma Lewis Playhouse in the Park, which puts on concerts in Franklin Park on Tuesday evenings throughout the summer. Bring your own chair or blanket, feast on food truck fare, and listen to local musicians play the night away.




TAKE A HIKE

See how Franklin Park and the Emerald Necklace connect to the Walking City Trail, a 27-mile urban route across Boston.



Drinking in Jamaica Plain: Where to Drink Beer

Brendan Behan Pub Candlelit tables, stained glass and old liquor cabinets make this dark den a JP favorite. noon-1am

Samuel Adams Boston Brewery To sample Sam Adams ales and lagers visit the flagship brewery. 11:30am-9pm Sun-Wed, 11am-11pm Thu-Sat

Haven Not an Irish pub but a Scottish pub, with Scottish beer, Scotch whiskies, haggis and men in kilts. noon-late Mon-Fri, from 11am Sat & Sun

Midway Cafe Queer-friendly rock and punk bar with nightly entertainment. Come for ‘Queeraoke’ (Thursday). noon-2am Tue-Fri, from 3pm Sat-Mon

All Sorts of Sports

Get active at Boston Landing

Sneaker giant New Balance has long been a big player in Boston, maintaining its world headquarters in Brighton. The company has expanded its presence with an impressive development called Boston Landing. Sports are very much at the heart of this venture, which centers on fancy training facilities for the professional sports teams NHL Bruins and NBA Celtics.

But this place is not just for the pros. There are loads of opportunities for the public to get active at these world-class facilities. Want to play hockey or just skate around where the Bruins train? Check out the public hours at Warrior Ice Arena. Rock-n-Skate on Friday night is as fun as it sounds. You can also watch the Bruins practice.

If all that ice time is making you cold, never fear. The multipurpose Track at New Balance is open for basketball, pickleball and walking at various times during the week.

The Celtics practice at Auerbach Center, which is not open to the public. (Word is that Coach Brad Stevens’ desk is made from a piece of the floor from the old Fleet Center.)


BEST MUSIC VENUES

Some of the city’s best music clubs are located in the ‘student ghetto,’ aka Allston-Brighton.

Brighton Music Hall

A great smaller-scale venue (capacity 500) attracting top local acts and touring national bands.

Paradise Rock Club

Lots of well-known local bands got their start at this historic venue (capacity 900), including Aerosmith, the Cars, the Pixies and the Dropkick Murphys.

Roadrunner

A classy venue (capacity 3500) opened in 2022 in the Brighton Landing development named for the Modern Lovers’ 1976 ode to Massachusetts.



Eating in Allston-Brighton: International Street Food

Coreanos Allston If you have a thing for Korean-Mexican fare, Coreanos has a thing for you. Bulgogi tacos are the best! 11:30am-9:30pm $

Kimchipapi Kitchen Enjoy ‘glory bowls,’ a modern take on traditional Korean poke bowls. Try one of the signature bowls. hours vary $

Yoma Burmese Restaurant If you’ve never had Burmese food, here’s your chance to try the country’s defining dish. noon-9pm $

Brighton Bodega Truly global in scope, this Brighton eatery features dishes such as curried goat tacos. 4:30-10pm Tue-Sun, bar to 1:30am $$
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SIGHTS

1 Draw Seven State Park

2 Mystic River Mural

3 Mystic River State Reservation

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

4 Blessing of the Bay Boathouse

5 Sacco’s Bowl Haven

6 Taza Chocolate

7 Urban Axes

EATING

8 Bow Market

9 Celeste

10 Diesel Cafe

11 Juliet

12 Life Alive

13 Neighborhood Restaurant

14 Sarma

15 Union Square Donuts

16 Vinal Bakery

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

17 Aeronaut Brewing Co

18 River Bar

ENTERTAINMENT

19 Brattle Theatre

20 Crystal Ballroom

21 Jungle

22 Rockwell

23 Somerville Theatre

24 The Burren

SHOPPING

25 Assembly Row





Somerville Nights

Union vs Davis

The streetcar suburb of Somerville has blossomed into an urban hipster hangout, great for dining, drinking, music and all manner of unexpected merriment. It has two main hubs – Union Sq and Davis Sq – that vie for the coolest crossing in town. Take your pick, put on your funkiest outfit and head out for a night in the ’Ville.

An evening in Union Sq might include drinking craft beer at Aeronaut Brewing Co, axe-throwing at Urban Axes or rocking out at Jungle, an underground community music space. The cool cats also congregate at Bow Market, a sort of outdoor food hall and mini-mall for local vendors.

In Davis Sq, folks watch films at the historic Somerville Theatre and listen to live music at Crystal Ballroom or The Burren. All kinds of offbeat funny stuff goes on at Rockwell, such as adult magic shows, burlesque theater and ‘Shit-faced Shakespeare.’
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FESTIVE-VILLE

Somerville is known for its calendar of quirky public events.

Somerville Open Studios

Hundreds of artists open their studios during the first weekend in May.

Somerville Porch Fest

A full day of free outdoor concerts on porches all over town. Second Saturday in May.

What the Fluff?

A ‘madcap festival’ in honor of marshmallow fluff, featuring music, games and lots of fluffy treats. Fourth Saturday in September.

Honk!

A festival of activist street bands. Three days of incredible music and good vibes. First weekend in October.



Eating in Somerville: Best for Breakfast & Lunch

Union Square Donuts Fresh and fluffy doughnuts. Irresistible varieties include brown butter hazelnut and maple bacon. 7am-2pm Mon-Thu, to 6pm Fri-Sun $

Neighborhood Restaurant This one has been serving breakfast and lunch in its shady courtyard since Reagan was president. 7am-4pm $

Vinal Bakery Amazing sandwiches. Next door, a general store has even more delicious options, such as soft-serve ice cream. 8am-1pm $

Diesel Cafe Diesel has been around for decades and is still a go-to for coffee, sandwiches and being queer. 7am-7pm $


Choco Loco

Tour the Taza Chocolate factory

There are so many things to love about Taza Chocolate. It starts with the beans. Taza gets its cacao beans directly from the growers – no third parties – who must demonstrate a commitment to protecting workers’ rights and environmental sustainability. The company uses a ‘Direct Trade’ program, which is like Fair Trade but fairer.

At the Somerville factory, Taza makes stone-ground chocolate, in which the cacao beans are ground up using a hand-carved granite millstone. This method creates a product that is bold, gritty and unrefined.

Learn about the whole process from bean to bar on a factory tour (Tuesday through Sunday). On weekends, the factory invites kids for a scavenger hunt (instead of a tour) to help them learn how the chocolate is made. Taza does not guarantee that you will see the chocolate in production, but it does guarantee plenty of samples!

Eating in Somerville: Trendy Restaurants

Life Alive Nutritious and delicious, these salads, smoothies and wraps are all organic and incredibly tasty. 7am-9pm $

Celeste A tiny, hip Peruvian restaurant with big flavors and even bigger atmosphere. 5-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, 4-9pm Sun $$

Juliet A delightful bistro that leans French, Juliet is super sophisticated but still unpretentious. 5-10pm Mon, from 8am Wed-Fri, 9am-10pm Sat & Sun $$$

Sarma Turkish meze and finely crafted cocktails at this Somerville hot spot. 5-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat $$$


Candlepins & Pizza Pies

Try an iconic regional pastime

Somervillians have been bowling at Sacco’s Bowl Haven since 1939, when the Sacco family operated 18 candlepin bowling alleys around the state. Nowadays, these old-fashioned New England lanes are few and far between, but folks still flock to Sacco’s for the thin pins, retro vibe, and fantastic flatbread pizza and craft beer.

Candlepin bowling catches non–New Englanders by surprise. The pins are tall, thin and straight, and the small balls do not have finger holes. Because the pins are harder to knock down, each player gets three throws per box, or turn.

Only a few candlepin bowling alleys are left in the Boston area. Fortunately, Sacco’s is not going anywhere. This Somerville institution is now owned by American Flatbread, which brings a whole new level of enjoyment to candlepin bowling – namely, irresistible pizzas plus craft beer and cocktails. The food and drinks are so good that you might come here just for that, even if you didn’t want to try your hand at candlepin bowling. But, trust us, you do want to try it.

Mystique of the Mystic

Discover Boston’s ‘other’ river

Somerville has a small strip of scenic waterfront along the Mystic River, stretching about 1 mile from Blessing of the Bay Boathouse in the west to Draw Seven State Park in the east. These linear parks connect to the larger Mystic River State Reservation, with miles of trails and surprise skyline views on the north side of the river. A waterside stroll is a pleasant way to get your steps in.

Alternatively, rent a canoe, kayak or paddleboard at Blessing of the Bay Boathouse and see the city from a different angle. Heading west, it’s 4 miles to the Mystic Lakes, with many enticing spots for picnics and swimming.

End your adventure with snacks and seasonal cocktails at River Bar at Assembly Row, which has outdoor seating in season and river views year-round.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ARTISTRY
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David Fichter is an artist who has created public art for more than 40 years. @davidfichtermurals

In 1996, I began working with Somerville High School students on the Mystic River Mural Project, sponsored by the Somerville Arts Council. Over the past 27 years, different groups of students have explored the rich flora and fauna, history, and environmental issues of the nearby Mystic River watershed.

From their experiences canoeing and hiking with local naturalists, they have designed and painted a mural that weaves a rich tapestry of images and stories about the fish, plants, insects and mammals, as well as the history of this natural treasure. Every summer students add to this growing mural, which is now 2000ft long.







Day Trips
from Boston

Leave Boston behind to delve deeper into the region’s rich history and explore the dramatic and diverse North Atlantic coastline.
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For all of the significant events that went down in Boston, many of the surrounding towns carry as much historical import as the city itself. Take a trip out of Boston to visit sites of the earliest colonial settlements and the first Revolutionary battles. Even after US independence, the region continued to influence the new nation, spawning significant literary and artistic movements, maritime wealth, and industrial innovation. Many of these locations are now National Historical Parks and Sites, in recognition of their important roles in the country’s development.

History aside, the main reason to get out of Boston is to explore the great outdoors, especially the 1500 miles of scenic shoreline, with quaint coastal towns, sun-drenched beaches and myriad offshore islands.
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Places

Boston Harbor Islands

Hingham

Quincy

Plymouth

Provincetown

Minuteman Bikeway

Lincoln

Lexington & Concord

Lowell

Salem

Newburyport




Boston Harbor Islands DISTANCE FROM BOSTON: 40MIN [image: img]

Island-hopping New England–style

Boston Harbor is sprinkled with 34 islands, some of which are open for trail walking, bird-watching, swimming and camping. It’s a fabulous, accessible outdoor adventure just a 40-minute boat ride from downtown Boston. Get more information at the Boston Harbor Islands Welcome Center on the Rose Kennedy Greenway. Some ferries leave from Long Wharf.

The main draw of Georges Island is Fort Warren, a 19th-century fort and Civil War prison. The fort is largely abandoned (except for a resident ghost), with many dark tunnels, creepy corners and magnificent lookouts to discover. Special events take place on weekends throughout the summer, such as vintage baseball games (using 19th-century rules).

Spectacle Island has 5 miles of walking trails that provide access to a 157ft peak offering marvelous city views across the harbor. At the supervised beach, swimming is not that appealing because of the frigid temperatures and rocky shores, but the beachcombing is phenomenal. Stop by the visitor center to see the exhibit of treasures found here. Monthly clambakes on the beach are a special summer treat.

Peddocks Island receives fewer visitors because it is accessible only by ferry from Hingham (about 16 miles south of downtown Boston). Peddocks consists of four headlands connected by sandbars, with hiking trails wandering through marsh, pond and coastal environs. Deer and turkey inhabit this island, and you can too – temporarily – in the campsites or yurts with beds and electricity. Book at reserveamerica.com.


LIGHTHOUSE CRUISE

Little Brewster is the country’s oldest light station and site of the iconic Boston Light, dating from 1783. Boston Light was the country’s last human-operated light station, running until the long-serving lightkeeper Sally Snowman retired in 2023.

Special two-hour lighthouse cruises journey out to Little Brewster, also passing Graves Light and Long Island Light on the way. Park rangers and Coast Guard staff give insights into these three historic light stations. Reserve in advance for lighthouse cruises (bostonharborislands.org/lighthouse-tours), which depart every second Friday in July and August.




Hingham DISTANCE FROM BOSTON: 40MIN [image: img]

Walk the World’s End carriage roads

About 15 miles south of Boston, a 251-acre peninsula juts off from the town of Hingham, known as World’s End. It’s prime property, a gorgeous landscape of rolling hills, water views and cedar groves. Once a private estate, the land was slated for residential development in 1889. According to plans by Frederick Law Olmsted, carriage paths were laid out and trees were planted, but the houses were never built. Instead, the community rallied to preserve the land, and, today, management by the Trustees of Reservations guarantees continued serenity and beauty.

Four drumlins offer views of Hingham Harbor and Boston in the distance. Wide, grassy meadows attract butterflies and grass-nesting birds. The 4 miles of tree-lined paths are perfect for walking, mountain biking or cross-country skiing. Don’t miss Planter’s Hill Loop for expansive views in every direction. Also enticing are the rocky shores and forested interior of Rocky Neck.

World’s End is a popular weekend outing, especially during warmer months. Reserve your parking pass in advance (thetrustees.org/place/worlds-end-hingham).
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PEDDOCKS ISLAND

[image: jpg]

Alice Brown is the Chief of Planning for the nonprofit organization Boston Harbor Now. @BostonHarborNow

On Peddocks Island, there are few signs of the previous inhabitants, but it’s clear why they were attracted to this 212-acre island and its rolling drumlins. Visitors can enjoy tree-covered hills, historic fort buildings from WWII, and views across the harbor of the Boston skyline and surrounding towns. A ferry pier and visitor center sit on the east side, and a long beach and mooring balls run along the west side.

Take the ferry from Hingham to Peddocks Island from mid-June to Labor Day.



Eating in Hingham: Fair-Weather Food

Nona’s Ice Cream It’s creamy and delicious, with specialty flavors like Hingham Harbor Sludge. 11am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat $

Green Light Fresh juices, smoothies and grain bowls that are all vegan, healthy and amazing. 7:30am-3pm Mon-Fri $

Beach House The seasonal snack shack offers fabulous smash burgers, lobster rolls and truly irresistible mixed fries. 11:30am-8pm $

Stars on Hingham Harbor A favorite for satisfying comfort food and its selection of local draft beers. 7am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat $$


Quincy DISTANCE FROM BOSTON: 30MIN [image: img]

Hike the Blue Hills

Less than 10 miles south of Boston, Blue Hills Reservation is a 7000-acre state park with opportunities for hiking, biking, swimming and even skiing. The state park offers 125 miles of hiking trails, including the rewarding Skyline Loop. This 3-mile trail departs from the reservation headquarters, ascending and descending multiple hills before arriving at the summit of the Great Blue Hill, the highest point in the reservation. It’s worth the effort for the impressive view of the Boston skyline from Eliot Tower at the top. Park on Hillside St for the Skyline Loop trailhead.

At the base of the Great Blue Hill, the small Trailside Museum has exhibits on native flora and fauna, including a friendly resident otter. There is also an easier, more direct 1-mile route to the summit from here (accessible from Canton Ave) – perfect for littler legs.

Need to cool off after your hike? Head to the swimming area at Houghton’s Pond.

City of Presidents

Quincy is the birthplace of the second and sixth presidents of the United States: John Adams and John Quincy Adams. The collection of houses where the Adams family lived now makes up the Adams National Historical Park. The homes are open by guided tour only; reserve in advance (recreation.gov/camping/gateways/2555). Note that the visitor center is open year-round, but the historic houses close November to April.

A mile south of the visitor center, the Adams presidents were born in the two 17th-century saltbox houses that stand side by side along the road that connected Plymouth to Boston (now Franklin St). The houses are furnished as they would have been in the 18th century, so visitors can see where John Adams began his law career, started his family and wrote the Massachusetts Constitution.

North of the visitor center, the Old House at Peacefield was the residence of four generations of the Adams family from 1788 to 1927. The house contains original furnishings and decorations from the Adams family, including the chair in which John Adams died on July 4, 1826. The spectacular two-story library is a highlight.

Besides the historic houses, Adams family fans can also visit the Presidential Crypt, where John and Abigail Adams and John Quincy and Louisa Catherine Adams are all interred. It is located in the basement of the handsome granite United First Parish Church in the center of Quincy.
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THE ORIGINAL DUNKIN’

Besides the presidential Adams family, Quincy is also the birthplace of Dunkin’ (as in doughnuts). Dunkin’ is ubiquitous in Boston, but the first Dunkin’ Donuts opened on the Southern Artery in 1950, selling coffee for a dime and doughnuts for a nickel to local shipyard workers. The original Dunkies is still here, with its doughnut-shaped tables and pink and orange stools.

If you really want to go retro, ask for a coffee ‘regular’ (with cream and sugar) and a honey-dipped doughnut (glazed). It costs more than 15 cents now, but it’s worth it.



Eating in Quincy: All-American Fare

Craig’s Cafe This simple cafe serves soups, salads and sandwiches with a smile. Breakfast is a highlight. 7am-1pm Tue-Sat, from 8am Sun $

Wheelhouse Diner An old-fashioned diner with counter seating and all-day breakfast. 5am-3pm Mon-Fri, from midnight Sat & Sun $

Tony’s Clam Shop Classic seafood shack overlooking Wollaston Beach since 1964. Can’t beat it for fried clams. 11am-9pm Apr-Oct $$

Alba Steakhouse Swanky steakhouse with a fantastic roof deck. 4pm-1am $$$


Rock climbing and guerilla art at Quincy Quarries Reservation

For more than a century, Quincy Quarries provided the granite for notable landmarks like King’s Chapel, the Bunker Hill Monument and other sites further afield. One of the nation’s first railway lines, the so-called Granite Railway was built in the 1820s to transport the granite from the quarry to a dock on the Neponset River.

The quarries closed in 1968, eventually filling with rainwater and groundwater. As such, they were popular spots for swimming and diving, which sounds fun but is dangerous and resulted in the deaths of a few. Because of the danger factor, most of the quarries were filled in with earth from the famous Central Artery/Tunnel Project, aka the ‘Big Dig.’

Quincy Quarries Reservation has since become a destination for rock climbers and graffiti artists. Bring your own gear to scale some of nearly 20 walls, which tower up to 85ft. Bouldering is also popular. If you don’t have the gear or skills for top-roping, it’s still fun to climb around the granite outcroppings, explore the trails and peek over precarious ledges.

Graffiti decorates every corner of rock. Political commentary is rife, but there are also more wacky and whimsical pieces. The whole place is surprisingly photogenic. A bonus is the lovely Boston city skyline view from the northernmost cliff.


QUARRY STORY

If you’re curious about the history of the quarries, visit the small Quincy Quarry & Granite Workers Museum, located west of the reservation among the ruins of the Lyons Turning Mill. Besides the ruins themselves, which are interesting, there are Quincy Granite Co signs, stonecutter’s aprons and blacksmith tools, and other odds and ends.

Opening hours are limited to the first weekend of every month.



Drinking in Quincy: Irish Pubs & American Taverns

Paddy Barry’s Friendly folks and a perfectly poured Guinness, plus darts on Tuesdays. 1pm-late Mon-Thu, from noon Fri-Sun

Sly Fox Tavern A tiny Irish bar beloved for its beef stew and great service. 11am-1am

Idle Hour Creative cocktails and excellent food. A warm welcome guaranteed. 4pm-midnight Tue-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat, 10am-midnight Sun

Liberty Tavern A local favorite for wood-fired pizza, craft cocktails and good vibes. noon-1am Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun


Plymouth DISTANCE FROM BOSTON: 1HR [image: img]

Travel to 17th-century Plimoth Patuxet

During the winter of 1620–21, after arriving on the shores of Massachusetts, half of the Plymouth colonists died of disease, privation and exposure to the elements. But new arrivals joined the survivors the following year, and by 1627 – just before an additional influx of settlers founded the colony of Massachusetts Bay – Plymouth Colony was on the road to prosperity.

The Plimoth Patuxet Museums have recreated this 1627 English Village with exacting authenticity. Everything in the village – costumes, implements, vocabulary, artistry, recipes and crops – has been painstakingly researched and remade. Historic interpreters, in costume and in character, explain the details of daily life and answer your questions as they work and play. And yes, you are invited to participate! A highlight is the Craft Center, where you can help artisans as they weave baskets, throw pottery and build furniture using the techniques and tools of the early 17th century.

At the nearby Historic Patuxet Homesite, Indigenous people demonstrate the lifestyle of the Native Wampanoag people in the 17th century. You can go inside a wetu, a traditional dome-shaped hut covered in bark. Check out the furs (many) and furnishings (limited), observe cooking and growing techniques, and see the construction of a mishoon (dugout canoe). Unlike the actors at the English Village, these individuals are not acting as historic characters, but are Indigenous people speaking from a modern perspective.

This large, open-air complex is open from late March through Thanksgiving (the fourth Thursday in November). Allow at least half a day, if not a full day, to explore these sites.
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MORE PLIMOTH PATUXET MUSEUMS

Plymouth center has two additional living-history sites that are part of the Plimoth Patuxet Museums.

Mayflower II

A replica of the small ship in which the Pilgrims made their fateful voyage, where 102 people lived together for 66 days as the ship passed through the stormy North Atlantic.

Plimoth Grist Mill

A working replica of a gristmill constructed in 1636 on Town Brook for farmers to grind corn into cornmeal.



Eating in Plymouth: Where to Get Seafood

Blue-Eyed Crab If you like some Caribbean flavor with your fish, head to this funky joint. 4-9pm Wed & Thu, noon-9pm Fri & Sat, 11:30am-4pm Sun $$

Lobster Hut Nothing fancy, just fresh seafood and breezy harbor views. One of three similar options on Town Wharf. 11am-9pm $$

Cork & Table Southern fare with an emphasis on fish, including culinary delights such as crab bisque. 4-9pm Tue-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat $$$

42º North Seafood in all forms, including New England classics like stuffed quahogs. 11:30am-9pm Tue & Wed, to 10pm Thu-Sat, 11:30am-8pm Sun $$$

Explore historic Plymouth

The replica sites at the Plimoth Patuxet Museums are the star attractions, but history is real throughout Plymouth, where many historic sites and authentic artifacts still exist from the earliest days of the English colonial settlement.

Founded in 1824, Pilgrim Hall Museum contains objects and artifacts that the Pilgrims and their Wampanoag Nation neighbors used in their daily lives, from Governor Bradford’s chair to Constance Hopkins’ beaver hat. The exhibits are dedicated to correcting the misrepresentations about the Pilgrims that have been passed down through history.

The only house in Plymouth that was home to a known Mayflower passenger is the 1667 Jabez Howland House. John Howland lived here with his wife, Elizabeth Tilley, and their son Jabez and his family. The house has been restored to its original appearance, complete with period furnishings and many artifacts and documents from the family. The house is open Thursday through Monday from June to October.

Other historic houses are open by appointment only. At 119 Sandwich St, the 1677 Harlow ‘Old Fort’ House was the home of William Harlow, a local farmer, cooper and town official, who fought in King Philip’s War. It is sometimes called the ‘Old Fort’ house because Harlow used materials salvaged from the fort-house on Burial Hill to build his home. At 27 North St, the 1749 Spooner house was occupied by the Spooner family for more than two centuries. Legend has it that the house is still haunted by the ghost of one young Abigail Townsend, who lived with the Spooners in the mid-18th century.


SAILORS & WHALERS
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Malissa Costa is a Mashpee Wampanoag and the Historic Patuxet Homesite Manager at Plimoth Patuxet Museums. @plimothpatuxet

In the 19th century, New Bedford, Massachusetts, was one of the country’s most important whaling centers. Nowadays, the New Bedford Whaling Museum is a wonderful place where you learn about this whaling past, as well as the rich heritage of the Wampanoag people, whose connection to the ocean stretches back millennia. Interactive exhibits and whaling artifacts recount this fascinating history, including tales of brave Wampanoag sailors, such as Amos Hawkins and Paul Cuffe.



Eating in Plymouth: Where to Get Lunch

KKatie’s Burger Bar Take your pick from 20 types of burgers. Sides include sweet potato fries and truffle fries. 11:30am-10pm $$

Bramhall’s Country Store An old-fashioned general store and flower shop. Eat a lobster roll on a picnic table in the shade. 11am-8pm $$

Local Roots Sweet spot for breakfast, sandwiches and smoothies, featuring local ingredients. 7am-3pm $$

Dillon’s Local Upscale pub grub with tasty twists and a good selection of draft beer. 11:30am-10pm Mon-Sat, 10am-8pm Sun $$

Thanksgiving three ways

As you might imagine, Thanksgiving is kind of a big deal in Plymouth. Even though popular notions of the first Thanksgiving are filled with inaccuracies, the town still embraces this day with gusto. On the weekend before Thanksgiving, historic Plymouth comes to life as pilgrims, pioneers and patriots parade the streets of ‘America’s Hometown.’ Besides the celebratory parade, the event features a food festival, a concert series, a Wampanoag pavilion and a ‘historic village.’

On Thanksgiving Day, many Indigenous people recognize a National Day of Mourning with an annual ceremony on Cole’s Hill. Started in 1970 by the United American Indians of New England, the event remembers the ancestors who were killed by European settlers, the theft of Native American land and the ongoing struggle of Native American people. The event is open to all.

Throughout Thanksgiving week, the Plimoth Patuxet Museums offer special meals and programming that strive to honor the essence of the holiday – gratitude – while also correcting the myths that surround this holiday. Participants learn about the harvest celebration that the Pilgrims and Pokanoket people shared, as well as the first official Thanksgiving holiday that took place more than 200 years later. A range of meals is available, including an authentic 17th-century ‘harvest feast,’ which resembles what the Pilgrims and Pokanoket might have actually eaten on that first Thanksgiving (although there’s no eel on the menu). Reserve well in advance for these special events (plimoth.org/explore/event-venues-and-dining/thanksgiving-dining).


WHERE THE WHALES ARE

Stellwagen Bank is 842 sq miles of open ocean, rich in marine life, including humpback whales, right whales and dolphins, as well as flocks of migrating birds. The area was declared a National Marine Sanctuary in 1992 to conserve the area’s biological diversity and to facilitate research and other beneficial activity. Today it’s a destination for whale-watching, diving and managed fishing. From April through October, whale-watching cruises depart from Boston, Gloucester, Plymouth and Provincetown. Try Capt John Boats in Plymouth or Dolphin Fleet Whale Watch of Provincetown.




MORE WHALES

Whale-watching cruises depart from many ports, but they all go to Stellwagen Bank. The New England Aquarium also offers cruises that depart from Central Wharf in downtown Boston.



Drinking in Plymouth: Best Local Concoctions

Honey Baby A delectable spot for creative cocktails, including five types of old fashioneds. 5-10pm Mon-Thu, 4-11:30pm Fri & Sat

Second Wind Brewing Co A hole-in-the-wall microbrewery with a beer garden. 5-10pm Wed & Thu, from 2pm Fri, noon-10pm Sat, to 8pm Sun

Mayflower Brewing Company Microbrewery mixing up excellent IPAs, a golden ale and a porter. noon-8pm Mon & Wed-Fri, to 9pm Sat, noon-6pm Sun

Plymouth Bay Winery Sample slightly sweet but highly drinkable fruit-based wines, made right here on the South Shore. noon-5pm Sun-Fri, to 6pm Sat

Provincetown DISTANCE FROM BOSTON: 1.5HR [image: img]

Province Lands by hike, bike or truck

The Cape Cod National Seashore offers 40 miles of pristine, protected coastline, complete with sand dunes, surf and seals. Take the ferry to Provincetown to explore the outermost part of this natural treasure. A good place to start is the Province Lands Visitor Center, overlooking Race Point Beach. Read up on dune ecology and climb up to the rooftop observation deck, showing off 360 degrees of sea and sand. In summer, park rangers offer dune walks and other expeditions around the seashore.

Running past the visitor center, the Province Lands Bike Trail is a paved 5.5-mile loop through forests, ponds and undulating dunes. As a bonus, you can cool off with a swim: follow a spur trail to Herring Cove Beach or Race Point Beach. Rent bikes in town from Arnold’s Bike Shop or Bike Shack.

If you prefer to go even further off-road, join Art’s Dune Tours. Escape the beach crowds and motor through the dunes on this fun 4WD tour, catching views of Pilgrim Lake and the iconic dune shacks. You also learn a lot about the history and ecology of this unique ecosystem.
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BOOKS & BOATS

The prominent steeple atop the Provincetown Public Library gives away its origins. Built in 1860, it was a Methodist church for nearly a century, until it was sold in 1958. The building then served as an art center and later as a heritage museum, complete with a half-scale model of the race-winning schooner Rose Dorothea.

In 2005, Provincetown converted the building to a library while preserving elements of its historical uses. Custom bookcases were built from the mahogany church pews found in the basement. Documents and photographs from the heritage collection are preserved in a dedicated room. Best of all, the Rose Dorothea remains in place as the centerpiece of the children’s reading area.



Eating in Provincetown: Seafood & More

Canteen Casual but unmistakably gourmet. These picnic tables in the sand are the best lunch location in Provincetown. 11am-8pm $

Bubala’s by the Bay The vibe is casual but the food is excellent. Can’t beat the big patio for people-watching. 11am-1am May-Oct $$

Lobster Pot A fun and kitschy place with a neon sign blaring out the specialty. 11:30am-8pm Apr-Oct $$$

Mews Restaurant A hot martini bar, fantastic water views and phenomenal food. 5-9pm Tue-Sat $$$

Arts in the East End

Ever since the 1899 founding of the Cape Cod School of Art, this little town at the tip of the Cape has attracted creatives, writers and other freethinkers. This artistic spirit is on full display along Commercial St, a prime destination for people-watching and gallery-hopping.

The Provincetown Art Association & Museum (PAAM) was founded in 1904 to celebrate the town’s thriving arts community. The museum displays the works of hundreds of artists who have found their inspiration on the Lower Cape, including Charles Hawthorne, who led the early Provincetown art movement, and Edward Hopper, who had a home and gallery in the Truro dunes.

Heading west, art galleries line Commercial St from here to MacMillan Wharf, making up the East End Gallery District. This area is the center of Provincetown’s visual arts, with venues displaying works by local and national artists, including painting, photography, sculpture and textile.

It’s worth a quick detour to the Fine Arts Work Center, a pillar of the Provincetown arts community. This former lumberyard is now home to a foundation supporting emerging artists and writers. FAWC hosts exhibitions, performances, readings and events.

From May to October, the Provincetown Art Gallery Association invites the public to a (self-guided) Gallery Stroll on Friday evenings, when participating venues often launch new exhibits and host special events. See provincetownartgalleryassociation.org for a map of PAGA galleries.


FAWC FRIDAYS
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Sharon Polli is the Executive Director of the Fine Arts Work Center. @fineartsworkcenter

Provincetown is vibrant and exciting in the summer, and the Fine Arts Work Center is no exception. The Summer Workshop Program offers classes in creative writing and visual arts, and visitors can join free nightly talks, readings and exhibitions.

But the quiet off-season is the ideal time to experience the solitude and community that makes Provincetown special. On select Friday nights during the winter, doors open for the free FAWC Friday series, activating our spaces with music, open studios, art exhibitions, readings and food from favorite local providers. The Provincetown Independent has called these nights ‘an anchor…buzzing with light, poetry, striking characters and startling ideas.’



Drinking in Provincetown: Where to Sip Alfresco

Aqua Bar Casual seaside cocktail bar with harbor views. When you get hungry, take your pick from half a dozen food stalls nearby. May-Oct

Red Inn Fabulous daily happy hour on the patio, featuring a raw bar, specialty cocktails and expansive views. May-Dec

Harbor Lounge A classy cocktail bar with floor-to-ceiling windows and a boardwalk stretching out into the bay. Stunning. Apr-Dec

Nor’east Beer Garden A good selection of craft beers, plus stellar food and garden-inspired cocktails. The garden setting is delightful. May-Oct

Minuteman Bikeway DISTANCE FROM CAMBRIDGE: 1hr [image: img]

A rail trail through revolutionary history

The best of Boston’s bicycle trails is the Minuteman Bikeway rail trail that leads 6.5 miles from Cambridge to historic Lexington and then traverses an additional 3.5 miles of idyllic scenery, terminating in the rural suburb of Bedford.

Along the way, the trail skirts the shady woodlands and flat marshlands of Great Meadows, perfect for bird sightings, scenic overlooks and detours on foot. In Lexington’s center, the trail passes alongside the old train depot. There is also a visitors center (with bathrooms and water bubbler), near the historic buildings and Battle Green. At the trail’s terminus in Bedford, Depot Park contains a vintage diesel car and an information center in the old freight house.

The Minuteman Bikeway starts near Alewife station in Cambridge, but it is also accessible from Davis Sq in Somerville (via the 1.5-mile Linear Path) and North Point Park in East Cambridge (via the 4.6-mile Somerville Community Path). Get your bicycle from a Blue Bikes docking station near any of these starting points.
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EXTEND YOUR RIDE

Ambitious cyclists, take note! If you want to ride further or make a loop, you have some options from the Minuteman Bikeway.

Reformatory Branch

This unpaved branch trail extends about 4 miles from the end of the Minuteman Bikeway in Bedford to the Old North Bridge in Concord.

Battle Road

Turn off the Minuteman in Lexington center and take Mass Ave 1.6 miles to Battle Rd, a 5-mile dirt road that connects many Revolutionary sites, ending at Meriam’s Corner. From here, it’s another mile into Concord center.



Eating Along the Minuteman Bikeway: Our Picks

Kickstand Cafe A cyclist favorite in Arlington center, serving breakfast, lunch and ginger lemonade. 8am-3pm Tue-Sun $

Rancatore’s By the time you reach Lexington center, you’ve earned an ice cream. 10am-9:30pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat $

Via Lago Cafe A cute cafe in Lexington with high ceilings, intimate tables and the scent of fresh-roasted coffee. 7am-3pm Tue, to 8pm Wed-Sun $

Revolution Hall A fun food and beer hall, at the end of the trail in Lexington. Remember you still have to ride back! 11am-11pm Tue-Sat, to 9pm Sun & Mon $


Lincoln DISTANCE FROM BOSTON: 30MIN [image: img]

Art, nature and whimsy at deCordova

Overlooking scenic Flint’s Pond amid wooded hills, deCordova Sculpture Park is a fantastic outdoor art museum. The park is set on 30 acres of gorgeous and varied landscape, including fields, forests and gardens. Amid this natural beauty, some 60 sculptures are on display, ranging from whimsical to wonderful.

Favorite pieces include Jim Dine’s Two Big Black Hearts, which are indeed two big (12ft) black (bronze) hearts, covered with handprints. Crazy Spheroid by Dan Graham is a semicircular pavilion made out of mirrored glass, inviting visitors to play with distorted reflections of themselves and their surroundings. The collection includes a series of works designed especially for this place.

DeCordova is a delightful place any time of day (or year). For a special treat, sign up for the monthly full-moon tour to see how the sculptures are transformed in the moonlight (thetrustees.org/place/decordova).

Lexington & Concord DISTANCE FROM BOSTON: 30MIN [image: img]

See where the American Revolution began

Students of history and lovers of liberty can trace the events of the fateful day that started a revolution: April 19, 1775. Follow the footsteps of British troops and colonial minutemen, who tromped out to Lexington to face off at sunrise on the village green, now known as Battle Green. The Lexington Minuteman Statue, crafted by Henry Hudson Kitson in 1900, stands guard at the southeastern end of Battle Green, honoring the bravery of the 77 minutemen who met the British here in 1775 and the eight who died. Overlooking the green, Buckman Tavern was the minutemen’s headquarters.

From here, the regulars marched west toward Concord. This whole area has been preserved as the Minute Man National Historical Park. The visitor center at the eastern end of the park shows an informative multimedia presentation depicting Paul Revere’s ride and the ensuing battles. Within the park, Battle Rd is a 5-mile wooded trail that connects the historic sites related to the battles.

Further west, the Old North Bridge is the site of the ‘shot heard around the world’ (as Emerson wrote in his poem Concord Hymn). It’s where enraged minutemen fired on British troops and forced them to retreat to Boston. Daniel Chester French’s first statue, Minute Man, presides over the park. Stop into the visitor center to see a video about the battle and admire the Revolutionary War brass cannon, the Hancock.
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PATRIOTS IN THE PARK
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Anne Lovell is a volunteer docent at the Minute Man National Historical Park. @minutemannps

Patriots’ Day is an extraordinary event. Visitors can view several battle enactments, as well as visiting the historic homes that are open to the public, with living history guides in historic dress. The guides share true stories from the history of that day. There is also an enactment about the experiences of the women and children who were caught in the middle of the conflict and had to evacuate. It all takes place along the Battle Road, where the Regulars and the Militia fought on the way back to Boston. This gives authenticity to the events of the day.



Eating in Concord: Snacks & Sandwiches

Bedford Farms A local dairy that’s been making delectable ice cream since the 19th century. 3-7pm Mon-Fri, from noon Sat & Sun $

Haute Coffee The menu is small but satisfying, with eggy treats for breakfast and soup and sandwiches for lunch. hours vary $

Concord Cheese Shop The folks at this cheese shop can whip up an amazing sandwich for your picnicking pleasure. 10am-5:30pm Mon-Fri $

Sally Ann’s Bakery Big sandwiches on fresh bread, house-made quiches, and mouthwatering cookies and pastries. 6:30am-2:30pm Mon-Wed, Fri & Sat $

Concord’s literary history

The paterfamilias of literary Concord, Ralph Waldo Emerson, was one of the great literary figures of his age and the founding thinker of the Transcendentalist movement. Waldo, as he was known, lived in Concord for nearly 50 years – first in his grandparents’ house, Old Manse, and then in his own house, now the Ralph Waldo Emerson Memorial House. Both homes are now museums, containing many mementos of the Emerson family.

Emerson cultivated a circle of like-minded friends who were also philosophers and freethinkers. Henry David Thoreau was born 2.4 miles east of Concord center at his grandmother’s home at Thoreau Farm. The farmhouse is open for tours on weekends from May to October, but the Concord Museum has many more Thoreau artifacts, including his writing desk.

Of course, the most meaningful pilgrimage destination for Thoreau fans is Walden Pond, 2 miles south of the town center, where he famously spent two years living alone, writing his treatise and ‘[sucking] out all the marrow of life.’

Other famous Concord writers included Nathaniel Hawthorne, who lived briefly at Old Manse, and Louisa May Alcott, who lived at Orchard House, where she wrote Little Women. They are all buried at Authors’ Ridge in Sleepy Hollow Cemetery.


WINTER WONDERLAND

The best way to appreciate winter in Boston is to put on your warmest duds and go out and play in the snow! Several cross-country ski facilities are just a few miles from the city center. Equipment is available to rent.

Great Brook Ski Touring Center

Ten miles of groomed trails through forest, fields and farms. Night skiing by lantern light is a cool alternative.

Weston Ski Track

In addition to 10 miles of trails, there is a 1.5-mile track, which has the advantage of snow-making machines, so conditions are reliably good.



Eating in Concord: Where to Have Dinner

Karma A hip Asian restaurant with ‘fusion sushi’ and fancy cocktails. 11:30am-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, noon-10pm Sun $$

Fiorella’s Cucina The warm welcome and scrumptious Italian fare make Fiorella’s a Concord favorite. 11:30am-9pm Mon-Sat, 4-8pm Sun $$

80 Thoreau This modern place brings together a lively bar and an elegant restaurant. 5-8:30pm Tue-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat $$$

Woods Hill Table Sample the farm-to-table menu that centers on organic ingredients. 5-9pm Sun & Tue-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat $$$

Lowell DISTANCE FROM BOSTON: 45MIN [image: img]

Industrial innovation in Lowell’s textile mills

Redbrick mill buildings still line the streets of Lowell, and you can still get a sense of their historical heyday at the Lowell National Historical Park. Stop first at the NPS Visitors Center for an introductory video and then walk a few blocks northeast to the Boott Cotton Mills Museum to see (and hear) the fantastic working weave room, with 88 power looms clattering away. Next door, step into an 1840s Boarding House to learn about the lives of the ‘mill girls’ who worked here.

Additional informative educational experiences are available from May to October, such as boat tours on the Pawtucket Canal and demonstrations of a 19th-century water-powered turbine at Suffolk Mills.
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Eating in Salem: Soup, Sandwiches & Seafood

New England Soup Factory A dozen rotating varieties of delicious wholesome seasonal soup. 11am-7pm Mon-Fri, noon-6pm Sat $

Red’s Sandwich Shop This Salem institution has been serving eggs to faithful customers since 1945. 7am-3pm Mon-Sat, to 1pm Sun $

Gulu-Gulu Cafe An arty place for delicious coffee, sandwiches, craft beer and board games. 8am-8pm Sun-Wed, to 10pm Thu-Sat $

Finz An array of seafood options in a spectacular setting, with windows overlooking the harbor. 11:30am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat $$$


Jack Kerouac’s original stomping grounds

Before he went on the road, Beat-writer Jack Kerouac was born and raised in Lowell (which he wrote about in his first novel, The Town & The City). On Bridge St, the Jack Kerouac Commemorative is a poignant tribute to the writer, recalling his five novels that are set in Lowell. Lit fans can see Kerouac’s typewriter at the Lowell National Historical Park Visitors Center.

True devotees can pay their respects at the writer’s grave in Edson Cemetery, 2 miles south of the center. His epithet reminds us that ‘The road is life.’

Salem DISTANCE FROM BOSTON: 30MIN [image: img]  OR 50MIN [image: img]

Witch city, then and now

This town’s very name conjures up images of diabolical witchcraft and people being burned at the stake. By the time the witch hysteria of 1692 had died down, 20 men and women had been executed for practicing witchcraft. The Witch Trials Memorial is a simple but dramatic monument that honors the innocent victims.

Of more than a score of witchy attractions in town, there is only one actual historic site dating from the 17th century. The so-called Witch House was the home of Jonathan Corwin, a local magistrate who investigated witchcraft claims. He examined several accused witches, possibly in the 1st-floor rooms of this house. The house demonstrates the family’s daily life at the time of the witch hysteria, providing historical context for the episode.

There are a slew of other witch museums and performances around town. One of the most informative (and immersive) is Cry Innocent, a reenactment of a historical witch trial, where the audience participates as prosecutors and jurors. Arrive early to witness the arrest that takes place outside of the Town Hall.

Today’s Salem has somehow – magically? – turned this history on its head, embracing modern witchcraft in its many forms. A thriving witch community operates psychic parlors and witchcraft shops. Our favorite is The Witchery, a modern-day witches’ workshop where guests can make their own brooms and beautiful leather-bound journals. It also offers tarot readings and an intriguing ‘tarot cabaret.’


STOCK UP ON WITCH SUPPLIES

HausWitch Home & Healing

Combines modern metaphysical principles with interior design in a space filled with light, love and positive energy.

Coven’s Cottage

Celtic music and dried flowers set the scene at this pagan-centered shop.

Enchanted

Features many items handcrafted by Laurie Cabot (the so-called ‘official’ witch of Salem) and her daughter Penny. Also in the store: a tree from an enchanted forest, but it’s not for sale.



Drinking in Salem: Where to Get Cocktails

Deacon Giles Distillery This place distills its own spirits and mixes up house cocktails. 5-11pm Mon & Thu, from 2pm Fri-Sun

Mercy Tavern This cozy pub is a perfect place to sip a pint and listen to live music. 4pm-late Mon & Tue, from noon Wed & Thu, noon-1am Fri-Sun

All Souls Lounge A welcoming place with classic cocktails, a vintage jukebox and an old-school vibe. 5pm-1am Mon-Fri, 11:30am-1am Sat & Sun

Tiki Hut Boats Enjoy fabulous cocktails while you cruise around Salem Harbor. It costs $50 per person; drinks are extra. by reservation only


Maritime history and art in Salem

In 1784, Salem merchant Elias Hasket Derby sent his ship Grand Turk to the Cape of Good Hope and onward to Canton. This mission would kick off a flurry of expeditions from New England to China and later to India, with Derby in the middle of it. Salem became a thriving center for the clipper-ship trade with the Far East, and Derby became (by some accounts) the country’s first millionaire.

Of the 50 wharves that once lined Salem Harbor, only three remain, the longest of which is Derby Wharf. During summer months, the tall ship Friendship of Salem docks here. The two-decked, three-masted vessel is a replica of an ‘East Indiaman’ built in Salem in 1797.

The most prominent building along Derby St is the Custom House, where permits and certificates were issued and taxes paid. Other historic buildings include warehouses and the fancy Elias Hasket Derby House. Stop by the Salem Armory Visitor Center to see an overview film and exhibits.

In 1799, Salem’s sailors and traders founded the East India Marine Society as a charitable and educational society, including a museum to showcase the ‘natural and artificial curiosities’ brought back by sailors and traders. This was the beginning of the esteemed Peabody Essex Museum, one of the country’s oldest museums. The PEM holds a remarkable collection of Asian art, as well as decorative arts from New England and loads of maritime art and artifacts. It has grown into an incredible place of art and culture from around the world.

Newburyport DISTANCE FROM BOSTON: 1HR [image: img]

Dinner in a lighthouse

You’ll have to climb five flights of stairs, plus a 6ft ladder. And you’ll have to bring your own bottle of wine. At the top of the Rear Range Lighthouse, you can dine in complete privacy, surrounded by views of the city, sea and sky.

The food comes from one of five local restaurants, but the lighthouse location is what makes this a supremely romantic experience. The reservation fee is a $350 tax-deductible donation to the Lighthouse Preservation Society. The cost of the meals is additional.

Bird-watching and beachcombing on Plum Island

A barrier island off the coast of Newburyport, Plum Island is named for the smallish plum shrubs that grow wild along the coast. The long, skinny island has 9 miles of wide, sandy beaches surrounded by the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge. The beaches are pristine and lovely; however, they are generally closed from April to June to protect nesting piping plovers. Beach-seekers can also go to Sandy Point State Reservation at the southern tip of the island.

But Plum Island is more than beaches. It also has sand dunes, salt pans, salt marshes, freshwater impoundments and maritime forests. It’s prime bird-watching territory. During spring and fall, birders can observe migrating songbirds, including magnificent wood warblers in the forest. In winter, the refuge is a good place to see waterfowl, rough-legged hawks and snowy owls. The Hellcat Interpretive Trail is a 1-mile boardwalk route through dunes, forest and wetlands. Overlooks above the dunes and marshes give unimpeded views of the various habitats.

Alternatively, rent a kayak from Plum Island Kayak to explore the Merrimack River and Plum Island Sound. Paddle amid the islands, mud bars and salt marshes, and tick off your bird list as you go.

Plum Island is 5 miles east of downtown Newburyport. Stop at the Parker River Visitors Center for maps, exhibits and information about the refuge.
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ART IN EL PUNTO

The Point is a rough-and-tumble Latino neighborhood that is only a few blocks but a world away from Salem’s historic center. ‘El Punto,’ as it’s known by its mostly Spanish-speaking population, has been transformed into the open-air Punto Urban Art Museum. Local, national and international artists have painted more than 75 murals on the brick walls and buildings of the surrounding neighborhood. The result is an awesome array of color, images, cultural expression and social commentary, all within a three-block radius.

An invisible but undeniable barrier exists somewhere between Derby St and The Point. The goal of the Punto Urban Art Museum is to break down this divide and spark neighborhood pride.



Eating & Drinking in Newburyport: Good Views & Vibes

Cormorant Burgers are the stars of the show at this hidden haunt, but save room for a milkshake. 11am-8pm Wed-Sat, 10am-3pm Sun $$

Sunset Club Internationally inspired food, tasty drinks and gorgeous views over the salt marsh. 4-9pm Mon-Fri, from noon Sat & Sun $$

Loretta Memorabilia on the walls and ribs and burgers on the menu, Loretta specializes in all-American goodness. 11am-10:30pm $$

Tuscan Sea Grill A gorgeous setting to feast on seafood and handmade pizza and pasta. 11:30am-9pm Mon-Fri, from 11am Sat & Sun $$$


TAKE THE TRAIN TO THE BEACH

Revere Beach, Revere

The country’s first public beach! Take the Blue Line to Wonderland to catch some rays and eat lunch at Kelly’s Roast Beef.

Singing Beach, Manchester-by-the-Sea

A small but scenic beach with ultra-soft powdery sand. Take the commuter rail from North Station to Manchester Depot.

Old Orchard Beach, Maine

It’s an all-day affair (two hours each way), but Old Orchard Beach has a boardwalk, an amusement park and 7 miles of sand. Take the Amtrak Downeaster from North Station.







WHERE TO STAY



	Neighborhoods
	Pros
	Cons



	Downtown & Chinatown
	Convenient to major sights, the waterfront and transportation. Mix of modern and historic properties. Affordable options closer to Chinatown include a great urban hostel and boutique chains.
	Expensive. Some areas are noisy, while others can be deserted.



	North End & West End
	Relatively affordable chain and boutique options around North Station, which is also a transit hub.
	Few lodging options in the North End. Some West End areas are desolate after dark.



	Beacon Hill & Boston Common
	Small high-end inns and boutique lodgings. Lovely neighborhood atmosphere. Convenient to attractions and transit.
	Very expensive.



	Back Bay
	Numerous lodging choices, from mid-priced inns and chains to luxury hotels. Neighborhood feel. Central location is convenient to sights and transit.
	None.



	Fenway-Kenmore
	Well-located for attractions, dining and nightlife. Convenient to transit.
	Congested and noisy when the Red Sox play at Fenway Park.



	South End
	Boutique inns, B&Bs, historic hotels. Neighborhood feel. Convenient to sights, restaurants, nightlife and transit.
	Fewer options than in some other neighborhoods.



	Seaport District & South Boston
	Range of accommodations, including lower-priced chains. Skyline and harbor views. Handy to Silver Line airport buses. Walking distance to shops and downtown.
	Some areas are less connected to transit.



	Charlestown
	Small inns and waterfront lodgings with harbor views.
	Very few accommodation options. Less convenient to attractions and transit.



	Cambridge
	Range of accommodations, from B&Bs to large hotels. Can be more affordable than city center lodgings. Good transit connections.
	Further from the city center and downtown sights.



	Streetcar Suburbs
	B&Bs and small inns. Neighborhood feel.
	Further from the city center and downtown sights.





$ Budget $$ Midrange $$$ Top End

Downtown & Chinatown

Langham Hotel $$$

In a former Federal Reserve Bank, this historic landmark retains ornate tilework and other original details. The most distinctive of the 312 luxe rooms are airy bi-level lofts.

HI Boston Hostel $

Private rooms with en suite bathrooms, an enormous guest kitchen and plenty of hanging-out space highlight this modern 430-bed urban hostel near Chinatown.

Godfrey Hotel $$

Only a block from Boston Common, this 242-room downtown boutique hotel has a bike-share program, a George Howell coffee shop and a service-centered staff.

Dagny Boston $$

Yoga classes, a window-lined fitness room, wine hours and other social events keep this large downtown lodging lively. Check out the library’s book art.

Harborside Inn $$

Built around an atrium in an 1850 McKinley Sq building, this maze-like inn has 200 rooms of various shapes and sizes. ‘Cabin rooms’ have no windows.


APARTMENT RENTALS

Boston and Cambridge allow short-term rentals through Airbnb and similar services if the unit is the owner’s primary residence. You’ll find more short-term rentals in Back Bay, Cambridge and other residential neighborhoods than downtown, many in ‘triple deckers’ (three-story houses with one unit on each floor), brownstone townhouses and other heritage buildings.



North End & West End

Liberty Hotel $$$

Bed down in this former jail where the West End meets Beacon Hill. Though the lounges sport cell bars, you won’t feel confined in the 298 rooms.
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Boxer Hotel $$

A modern 80-room boutique lodging in a triangular brick building, convenient to TD Garden and downtown.

CitizenM North Station $

You’d have to sleep on the hockey rink to be closer to TD Garden events than at this cheeky, high-tech hotel in the North Station complex.

Beacon Hill & Boston Common

XV Beacon $$$

A short stroll from the State House, this 63-room boutique hotel has custom-made furnishings, Frette linens, gas fireplaces and marble baths with heated towel racks.

Whitney Hotel $$$

In this luxury lodging near Charles/MGH station, some of the 65 rooms and suites overlook the Charles River in a heritage building with a modern face.

Beacon Hill Hotel & Bistro $$$

Created from two Beacon Hill townhouses, this European-style property includes 14 varied guest rooms, a lobby-level bar and a contemporary restaurant.


HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN...

Dorm bed
$50–80

Midrange hotel
$150–200

Apartment rental
$150–250



Back Bay

The Newbury $$

Overlooking the Public Garden, this former Ritz-Carlton features luxurious rooms, fireplace butlers, a top-notch fitness center and a rooftop restaurant with views across the city.

Charlesmark Hotel $

The pocket-sized rooms in this narrow six-story hotel don’t have much light, but they’re smartly designed. The staff is sweet, and the Copley Sq location couldn’t be more central.


College Club $

Part private club and part B&B (open to all), this traditionally outfitted 1864 townhouse has six cozy singles sharing hall bathrooms, plus six spacious en suite doubles.

284 Back Bay By Sonder $

A limited service, tech-enabled lodging in an 1880 Commonwealth Ave brownstone with renovated rooms and a pocket-sized patio.

Copley Square Hotel $$

In Boston’s second-oldest continuously operating hotel, the traditional guest rooms have been smartly updated, and travelers can help themselves to coffee in the communal kitchen.

Fenway-Kenmore

Verb Hotel $$

A retro rock ‘n’ roll hotel behind Fenway Park. Memorabilia is on display throughout, with turntables in the guest rooms and a jukebox in the lobby.

Oasis Guest House $$

This Euro-style guesthouse occupies four bow-front townhouses on a tree-lined lane. Rooms are modest but comfortable, including some cheapies with shared bathrooms.

Charlesgate Suites $$

A beautiful foyer and grand staircase lead to the gracious guest rooms, each with a fireplace and refreshing minimalist decor. Some have kitchens. This lodging is unhosted, but it seems to work.

Inn at Longwood Medical $$

Caters mostly to folks who are receiving medical treatment at the nearby hospitals, but the rooms are spotless, and the price is reasonable. It’s less than a mile to the museums or Fenway Park.

Hotel Commonwealth $$$

Classy and comfortable, this Kenmore Sq landmark gets rave reviews for service and style. See the backside of the Fenway scoreboard from some rooms.

Eliot Hotel $$$

The Eliot offers posh quarters decked out in delicate fabrics and contemporary but classic furnishings, plus Italian marble bathrooms, plush robes and down duvets.

South End

Revolution Hotel $$

A concept hotel with a cool, creative atmosphere and compact, affordable rooms. The cheapest share spacious, clean bathrooms.

StayPineapple $$

A cute quirky hotel with small but stylish rooms, top-notch service and a fruity theme. Beware the daily ‘amenity fee,’ which covers your welcome drink, a cozy robe and some other things that you probably shouldn’t have to pay extra for.


Copley House $$

These attractive apartments are located in redbrick row houses on the quiet streets between the South End and Back Bay. An affordable alternative to a traditional hotel.

Inn @ St Botolph $$$

In a classic Boston brownstone, this inn offers spacious, light-filled rooms with bold patterns and contemporary decor, plus fully equipped kitchens.

Revere Hotel $$$

Marries form and function in its many design elements, from the lobby to guest rooms and the rooftop bar.

Seaport District & South Boston

Envoy Hotel $$

Close to downtown and Seaport attractions, this 136-room boutique Marriott has a rooftop bar with city vistas, an on-site art gallery and a Latin-inspired eatery.

Yotel $$

Known for its skyline-view rooftop restaurant and room-service robot that delivers coffee, this contemporary hotel has 326 teeny but shipshape guest rooms and a work-friendly lobby lounge.

Seaport Hotel $$$

At this 428-room business-friendly hotel with a window-lined health club, indoor lap pool and several places to eat, ‘service-inclusive’ pricing eliminates the need to tip.

Hyatt Place Boston Seaport $

A comfortable chain convenient to the Silver Line, with modern rooms (including fridges and coffeemakers), an expansive lobby, an outdoor terrace and a window-lined 12th-floor lounge.


TOP TIP

Because the Boston area has so many educational institutions, university schedules have a significant effect on accommodation rates and availability, so it’s a good idea to check university calendars. Lodging rates are also highest during special events, such as the Boston Marathon (April) and the July 4 holiday celebrations, and during the autumn foliage season, typically in October.



Cambridge

Irving House at Harvard $

Right behind Harvard Yard, this warm and welcoming inn offers smart rooms. Inquire about shared bathrooms to save some money. A+ for the excellent breakfast.

Hotel Marlowe $$

Kimpton’s chic and unique Hotel Marlowe gets rave reviews for attentive service, well-appointed rooms and – especially – the warm welcome for pets. Located in East Cambridge.

Porter Square Hotel $$

This boutique hotel has simple, fresh rooms, including ‘petite’ twins for the cost-conscious. Located on the Red Line about 1 mile north of Harvard Sq.

Kendall Hotel $$$

Once the Engine 7 Firehouse, this city landmark is now a cool and classy all-American hotel. Its 65 guest rooms exhibit a firefighter riff, alongside the requisite creature comforts.

907 Main $$$

Sleek, modern rooms inside a historic building on ‘Confectioner’s Row.’ The rooftop deck is lively.

Hotel Veritas $$$

Elegant decor and super service make this an excellent choice near Harvard Sq. The rooms are rather small but otherwise exquisite.

Streetcar Suburbs

Studio Allston $$

One of the city’s most fun and funky hotels, with awesome art-filled guest rooms and ping-pong in the lobby. It’s not really close to anything, but it’s not that far either.

Longwood Inn $$

Located near the Longwood medical area, this big old Victorian mansion is a find. Guests stay in immaculate, updated rooms, with access to a communal kitchen and inviting deck. Free parking.

Coolidge Corner Guesthouse $$

Old-fashioned B&B in a Victorian house with cozy rooms (some with shared bathrooms), complete with floral wallpaper and quilted blankets.

Arcadian Hotel $$$

A handsome hotel a few blocks from Coolidge Corner. It feels a bit like a former Holiday Inn (which it is), but service is on point.






TOOLKIT


The chapters in this section cover the most important topics you’ll need to know about in Boston. They’re full of nuts-and-bolts information and valuable insights to help you understand and navigate Boston and get the most out of your trip.
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Arriving

New England’s major air gateway, Logan International Airport (BOS), is in East Boston, across the harbor from downtown. Amtrak runs frequent trains to Boston’s South Station from New York City, Philadelphia and Washington, DC. Amtrak’s Lake Shore Limited travels daily between Chicago and South Station, and the Downeaster can take you between Portland, Maine and North Station.
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Alternate Airports

Smaller regional airports, including Rhode Island TF Green International Airport (PVD) and Manchester-Boston Regional Airport (MHT), are within 60 miles of downtown Boston and offer lower fares.




NYC Buses

Several bus companies offer inexpensive tickets between Boston and New York City. Buses aren’t as comfortable as the trains, and travel time is usually slightly longer, but they can be cheaper.




Flying with Kids

At Logan Airport, let the youngsters blow off steam in the Kidport play spaces in Terminals A, B and C. Terminal E has a Sensory/Calming Room.




9/11 Memorial

Outside Logan’s Terminal A, the Place of Remembrance honors the passengers and crew of the two flights that left Boston on September 11, 2001, which terrorists crashed into New York City’s World Trade Center.



Public Transport from the Airport
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AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION DETAILS

MBTA buses and trains are the least expensive ways to travel between the airport and the city center.

Silver Line ‘rapid buses’ connect the airport, Seaport District and South Station, stopping at all terminals. Service from the airport is free. At South Station, you can transfer (also free) to the Red Line for other downtown destinations, Cambridge or South Boston.

If you’re heading to the downtown waterfront, take the Blue Line. Free Logan shuttles circling all terminals bring passengers to the Blue Line’s Airport Station.

Public transit doesn’t run all night, but taxis, as well as ride-hailing services, pick up at the airport.







Getting Around

The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) operates Boston’s subways, buses, ferries and commuter rail. Taking the T, as the network is known, is the easiest way to get around the city.



TRAVEL COSTS

One-way subway fare
$2.40

One-way bus fare
$1.70

Transit for kids under 12
Free

Bluebikes day pass
$10



Riding the T

The oldest subway in the USA, the T has four lines: Red, Orange, Green and Blue. A fifth, the Silver Line, is a limited-service bus. The main downtown stations include Park (where the Red and Green Lines meet), Downtown Crossing (Red and Orange), Government Center (Green and Blue) and State (Orange and Blue). At South Station, which is also Amtrak’s hub, you can catch the Silver Line to the airport.

Subway Tickets & Passes

Before boarding the T, buy a single-ride ticket, aka a CharlieTicket, or purchase a reloadable CharlieCard. Both are available at fare machines in all subway stations. If you’ll be riding the subway often, purchase a 1-Day Pass ($11), good for 24 hours of unlimited travel, or a 7-Day Pass ($22.50). You can load passes on either a CharlieTicket or CharlieCard.


TIP

Boston’s subways and buses begin service around 5am and stop service around 1am, but each line has a different timetable. Check the MBTA website (mbta.com) for details.



BOSTON DRIVERS

Boston drivers have a well-deserved reputation for aggressiveness. At a traffic circle or roundabout, traffic already in the circle has the right of way over cars entering the rotary. However, Bostonians routinely ignore this law.
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DRIVING ESSENTIALS

[image: gif]

Drive on the right.
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City speed limits are 25mph in Boston and 20mph in Cambridge. The highway maximum is 65 mph.

.08

Driving with a blood alcohol content (BAC) of 0.08% or higher is illegal.



 

Walk Like a Bostonian

In the compact central city, it’s often faster to walk than to take public transit. Add some green to your walk by strolling across Boston Common and the Public Garden between Downtown, Beacon Hill and the Back Bay along the Rose Kennedy Greenway that connects Chinatown, Downtown and the North End.

 

Bike Sharing

Rent a bicycle using Boston’s shared bike system, Bluebikes (bluebikes.com), which has nearly 500 locations across metro Boston. You can return it at any other rental location. Download the Bluebikes app or unlock a bike at a rental kiosk. Best for short rides, Bluebikes cost $2.95 for 30 minutes.

 

Should You Drive?

Many downtown Boston streets were once cow paths, and if you try to navigate the maze-like roads of the downtown core, you may wish you were a cow rather than a driver. City center parking is challenging and costly. Unless there’s some reason you must have a car, walk, take transit or take a taxi.







Money

CURRENCY: US DOLLAR ($)
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Credit Cards


You can pay with credit cards at restaurants, hotels, shops, gas stations and most other businesses across metropolitan Boston. Visa and Mastercard are the most widely accepted.

Cash Only


While credit and debit cards are widely accepted throughout the city, some businesses, especially in the North End, are cash only.

Tipping

Tipping is expected throughout New England. Tip restaurant servers and bartenders 18% to 20% of your bill, and taxi drivers 15%. Leave $3 to $5 a night for hotel housekeeping staff. Give hotel bell staff $1 to $2 a bag for carrying your suitcases.

Taxes

There’s no sales tax on purchases of clothing and non-restaurant food up to $175. Otherwise, Massachusetts charges a 6.25% sales tax. Restaurant meals in Boston and Cambridge are taxed at 7%. Hotel rooms in Boston are subject to taxes of up to 16.45%.


HOW MUCH FOR A...

One-day transit pass
$11

Museum entry
$20–30

Taxi from the airport to Downtown
$25–30

Boston Harbor Islands ferry
$25



How to… Sightsee for Free

Boston museums and attractions frequently offer free or discounted admission on certain days, so check their websites when planning your itinerary. While some sights on the popular Freedom Trail charge admission, walking the trail itself is free. There’s no charge to enjoy the sunshine in the Public Garden, check out the art inside the Boston Public Library or take in the skyline views from the Harborwalk.
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LOCAL TIP

Many Boston-area restaurants add a kitchen appreciation fee of 3% to 5% to your bill to divide among the back-of-the-house staff. You’re still expected to tip your server as well.




FREE EVENTS

Event calendars at the region’s many colleges and universities are packed with free or low-cost concerts, lectures, readings and more. You might listen to a free recital at the Berklee Performance Center or New England Conservatory of Music, attend a public lecture at Harvard or MIT, or gaze at the stars during the free Public Open Night at Boston University’s Coit Observatory. MIT’s List Visual Arts Center offers free tours of the campus’s public artworks, and university art galleries at many schools are open to the public without charge.









Accessible Travel

Boston has been working hard to make the city accessible to travelers with mobility, vision, hearing and other needs, adding ramps, curb cuts, audible and visual traffic signals, and other features. However, its narrow historic streets, brick sidewalks and older buildings are not always easy to navigate.


Newer Means More Accessible

In historic Boston, anything constructed more recently, from museums to hotels to transit stations, provides better accessibility than heritage buildings, but staff at most facilities can assist with access.


Airport

All terminals at Boston’s Logan International Airport have accessible ramps, elevators with Braille buttons and accessible restrooms. The MBTA Silver Line buses, which stop at all terminals and travel to South Station, are wheelchair accessible.




Accommodations

Boston’s larger and newer hotels offer the best options for travelers with disabilities. Historic properties, small B&Bs and apartments in heritage buildings may be more challenging to navigate. Check with individual properties before booking.



PARKING

The City of Boston publishes a map on its website of accessible on-street parking spaces. All Logan Airport garages have elevators and accessible spots. Boston parking lots and garages are required to provide accessible spaces.

Transit

Most – but not all – MBTA stations, subways, buses and commuter trains are accessible. See the MBTA’s online station guide (mbta.com/stops/subway) for specifics. The Green Line has the most accessibility issues.

Museums

Several museums, including the Boston Children’s Museum, Museum of Fine Arts, New England Aquarium and Museum of Science, provide wheelchairs, ASL interpreters and other assistance for visitors with disabilities, plus programs for patrons with sensory issues.

SWAN BOATS

Travelers in wheelchairs who want to ride these historic pedal boats in the Public Garden can request that staff assist with boarding and store wheelchairs on the dock. Service dogs are permitted on board.

 


RESOURCES

MeetBoston (meetboston.com) offers an overview of accessible transportation, tours and sights around the city.
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MBTA TripPlanner (mbta.com/trip-planner) helps figure out how to get around on public transit.
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City of Boston Disabilities Commission provides details about accessible restrooms, parks and parking facilities.
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Accessibility at Fenway Park

Home of the Boston Red Sox, Fenway Park has elevators at Gates B, D and E and designated seating for fans using wheelchairs, with hearing or visual impairments, or with mobility challenges. The Green Line’s Kenmore and Fenway stations are accessible.








Family Travel

In family-friendly Boston, kids can walk through history on the Freedom Trail and Black Heritage Trail. Many historic sites offer programs that help children – especially those of elementary school age – understand past eras, and the city has top-notch science and children’s museums. Done learning? Take a green break on Boston Common, the Public Garden or the harborfront.


Travel on a Budget

Use public transit when you can; kids 11 years and under ride the MBTA’s subways and buses free. There’s no charge for walking the Freedom Trail or visiting attractions like the USS Constitution, Paul S Russell MD Museum of Medical History & Innovation or Boston Fire Museum. When booking accommodations, look for larger hotels with kid-friendly swimming pools or units with kitchens where you can prepare simple meals and snacks.

Urban Outdoors

Kids have plenty of room to get outside, even in Boston’s city center. Before visiting the Public Garden, read Robert McCloskey’s classic Make Way for Ducklings and then encourage the kids to find the statue of the book’s mallard family. Take a ride on the swan boats too. On Boston Common, families can cool off on the splash pad.


Free Art for Kids

Check out the city’s art museums, including the Museum of Fine Arts and Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA), for free hands-on art activities for kids and families. Bonus: ICA admission is always free for anyone 18 and under.




Ocean Adventures

Take the ferry to the Boston Harbor Islands for island hiking and exploring. Book a family-friendly whale-watching cruise through the New England Aquarium. Get to South Boston’s beaches, including popular Castle Island, which has a fort to explore, by public transit.




BEST ATTRACTIONS FOR FAMILIES

Boston Children’s Museum

Kids have plenty to challenge their minds and bodies at this multimedia hands-on museum.

Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum

Dump tea into the harbor from replica 18th-century sailing ships as you reenact the legendary Boston Tea Party.

Museum of Science

Families can spend hours in this interactive museum of science and the environment.

New England Aquarium

Explore marine life from around the region and across the globe.



PLAN A FOOD ADVENTURE

Boston offers families ample opportunities to sample different foods in low-stress, snack-friendly ways. Let the kids plan a pizza walk through the North End or hunt for different Italian pastries, exploring what they prefer. Families are welcome at Chinatown’s dim sum restaurants, and you can organize your own dumpling crawl or noodle-tasting adventure through the neighborhood. Markets, such as the nonprofit Boston Public Market, let everyone choose foods that they like best, as do local food halls. If your kids enjoy seafood, Boston presents a sea of family-friendly options, from seafood shacks to casual sit-down restaurants.
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Health & Safe Travel

TOBACCO & CANNABIS

Smoking is prohibited in public places in Boston, Cambridge and Brookline, including hotels, restaurants, bars and city parks. Recreational and medical use of cannabis products is legal in Massachusetts if you’re 21 or older. You can’t carry more than 1oz with you, and you’re not allowed to use marijuana in a public place.
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Downtown at Night

Some downtown Boston streets can feel particularly deserted at night, especially in the Downtown Crossing shopping district and parts of the waterfront. Avoid walking alone; instead, walk with others or hop in a cab or rideshare. While you should use caution in other neighborhoods, districts like the Back Bay, North End and Harvard Sq, are lively and full of people in the evenings.

Hurricane Season

New England’s hurricane season officially runs from June 1 to November 1. Historically, the strongest storms have come between mid-August and mid-October. However, these same months often have the nicest weather, especially the crisp autumn days in September and October. Keep apprised of the weather forecast, but don’t avoid visiting in the fall.


EMERGENCY CONTACTS

In an emergency, dial 911 to reach the police, fire department or ambulance services.



JOHN HANCOCK WEATHER BEACON
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STEADY BLUE, CLEAR VIEW.
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FLASHING BLUE, CLOUDS DUE.
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STEADY RED, RAIN AHEAD.
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FLASHING RED, SNOW INSTEAD.

 

Stay Warm

Visiting Boston in the winter? Make sure to dress warmly when you’re out and about in the city, wearing a warm coat, hat, gloves or mittens, thick socks and boots. Remember that drinking alcohol can make it harder to tell if you’ve become cold enough to suffer hypothermia.

 


BLIZZARD OF ’78

Can you imagine skiing or snowshoeing along Massachusetts’ normally busy highways? In February 1978, more than 2ft of snow fell in eastern Massachusetts, with fierce winds and blizzard conditions. The state closed its roadways for several days, and after the weather calmed, while cars couldn’t travel, many intrepid locals set out exploring on cross-country skis or snowshoes.








Food, Drink & Nightlife


When to Eat

Breakfast (7am to 10am) Can be light – coffee and pastry or yogurt with fruit – or a more substantial meal of eggs, bacon or sausage, and potatoes.

Lunch (11:30am to 2:30pm or 3pm) Sandwiches, salads and pizza are common at midday.

Dinner (5pm to 9pm or 10pm) You might share several small plates, choose individual mains or order from a set multicourse menu.



Where to Eat


Seafood shack A casual seafood restaurant, sometimes called a clam shack, offering fried clams, fish and chips, and lobster rolls.

Food truck Parked in a park, outside an attraction or by the waterfront, these mobile eateries typically serve a short menu of food to eat outdoors.

Food hall These collections of food vendors under one roof range from touristy Quincy Market to High Street Place downtown, Time Out Market in the Fenway and Hub Hall outside TD Garden.
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MENU DECODER

Raw bar A selection of fresh, uncooked seafood, typically oysters, clams, tuna or a ceviche-style mix of cured fish.

Market price Abbreviated MKT, the price varies with the season or the abundance of the catch, often for lobster and fish. Your server will tell you the current price.

New England clambake Seafood traditionally roasted in a pit on the beach, now refers to a dinner featuring steamed clams, mussels, lobster and corn.

Fisherman’s platter An assortment of fried seafood, plus French fries.

Peking ravioli In 1958, Cambridge restauranteur Joyce Chen gave this name to Chinese pan-fried dumplings, reportedly to appeal to the local Italian community.

Tasting menu Three or more courses, either with selections for each course or as a set fixed-price menu.




How to… Eat Internationally

Boston’s increasingly diverse population translates into a more varied food scene. Beyond pizza and pasta in the North End and classic Cantonese cuisine in Chinatown, here’s how to eat your way around the globe in Boston.

Dorchester Diverse Dorchester is the center of the city’s Vietnamese community and the best place to satisfy your yearnings for banh mi or bun cha (grilled pork meatballs served over vermicelli; pictured).

Allston Head west of the Back Bay for a concentration of Korean restaurants, especially along Harvard Ave near Brighton Ave.

Watertown Further west, Watertown is known for its Armenian bakeshops.

East Boston If you only cross the harbor traveling to or from Logan Airport, you’re missing some of the region’s best Mexican food. East Boston has several Colombian dining spots as well.

Quincy With a growing Chinese population, the south-of-Boston suburb of Quincy is a popular dining destination, whether you’re brunching on dim sum or dipping your skewers into a fiery hot pot.


HOW MUCH FOR A...

Espresso
$4–5

Craft beer
$8–10

Glass of wine
$12–16

Scoop of ice cream
$5

Plate of pasta
$25

Lobster roll
$30–35

Upscale three-course dinner
$60–80



How to… Eat Clams

Whether in their shells overflowing out of a bucket, fried crisp and served in a soft bun, or floating in a savory soup, clams are prepared in a variety of ways in Boston and across New England.

Thick and creamy, New England clam chowder is rich with clams and diced potatoes. In contrast, Manhattan clam chowder starts with a tomato base and contains no milk or cream.

Fried clams are ubiquitous across New England, heaped on a plate with French fries or piled into a bun as a clam roll. A perpetual local debate is whether you prefer clam bellies – the more flavorful whole clam – or clam strips, slices without the meatier belly.Steamers are soft-shell clams steamed in their shells and served whole.

Pronounced KOW-haag, a quahog is a hard-shell clam that can be filled with bread stuffing and baked (when they’re called stuffies). The smallest hard-shell clams are littlenecks and slightly larger clams are cherrystones; both can be steamed, grilled or served raw.

You’ll find local clams in dishes beyond classic New England preparations too. Italian restaurants pair clams with pasta in linguine alle vongole. In Chinese eateries, you might find clams stir-fried in black bean sauce. Mediterranean-style cioppino, or seafood stew, bobs with clams, mussels, squid, shrimp and more.


Happy as a Clam

Originally ‘happy as a clam at high tide,’ this phrase meaning ‘particularly pleased’ reportedly came from the belief that clams feel safer when the tide is high because clammers can dig them up more easily at low tide.




EATING OFFICIALLY IN MASSACHUSETTS

Massachusetts has designated numerous foods as official state emblems, recognizing the importance of these dishes to the region’s economy and local heritage.

Cranberries

In 1970, cranberry juice became the official state beverage, highlighting this berry-growing industry, which is the Commonwealth’s number one food crop. Indigenous people have consumed wild cranberries across the region for generations, and the berries were first cultivated commercially in the 1800s. Today, cranberries are grown across southeastern Massachusetts and Cape Cod. If you visit the region during the harvest season, September through November, you can tour cranberry bogs that turn vibrant burgundy with ripe berries.

Beans

Perhaps based on the diet of the first Puritans who settled here, Boston was traditionally known as ‘the home of the bean and the cod.’ The beans, usually navy beans, were commonly prepared as Boston baked beans. The state recognized this leguminous legacy in 1993, naming the navy the official state bean.

Muffins, Pies & Doughnuts

Created for the opening of the Parker House Hotel (now Omni Parker House) in 1856, the Boston cream pie is a yellow cake filled with pastry cream and topped with chocolate icing. It was named the official state dessert in 1996, and a spin-off sweet – the Boston cream doughnut – was honored as the official state doughnut in 2003. Massachusetts even has an official state muffin.








Responsible Travel

Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when traveling, and the importance of making changes where we can. Lonely Planet urges all travelers to engage with their travel carbon footprint. There are many carbon calculators online that allow travelers to estimate the carbon emissions generated by their journey; try resurgence.org/resources/carbon-calculator.html. Many airlines and booking sites offer travelers the option of offsetting the impact of greenhouse gas emissions by contributing to climate-friendly initiatives around the world.
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Walk the City

Stroll the Rose Kennedy Greenway or through the narrow North End streets. Follow the Harborwalk (bostonharborwalk.org) along the waterfront or walk the Walking City Trail (bostontrails.org), a 27-mile urban route across metro Boston.

Shop Secondhand

Look for vintage finds at thrift stores like Covet (covetboston.com), which has locations in Beacon Hill, Back Bay and South Boston; the Garment District (garmentdistrict.com) in Kendall Sq; and the weekly SoWa Vintage Market in the South End.
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Boston Green Links (boston.gov/departments/transportation/boston-green-links) is a citywide plan to connect Boston’s neighborhoods with a network of greenways. The website lists existing and developing green pathways that you can explore.




Boston’s Museum of Science has established several Centers for Public Science Learning (mos.org/centers) that offer online and in-person science programming, focusing on the environment and other areas of scientific research and development.



BUY LOCAL

You’ll find delicious eating from the diverse vendors at the nonprofit Boston Public Market. Pick up a special souvenir from the boutiques or galleries in the SoWa Art & Design District (sowaboston.com).


EAT PLANTS

Even in seafood-centric Boston, vegetarians and vegans have plenty of options, especially at veggie-friendly eateries like Life Alive (lifealive.com), a local chainlet with several locations, or stylish South Boston cafe-bistro Lulu Green.

Explore the Emerald Necklace

Walk or cycle the Emerald Necklace (emeraldnecklace.org), the network of parks and greenways that Frederick Law Olmsted designed in the late 1800s, extending roughly 7 miles from Franklin Park to Boston Common.

Tour by Bike

Instead of a bus tour, explore the city by bicycle. Based in the North End, Urban AdvenTours (urbanadventours.com) offers 2½- to three-hour cycling tours of Boston’s historic attractions, neighborhoods and around Cambridge, plus a half-day Emerald Necklace route.

Support Diversity

Get out of the city center and walk through Boston’s diverse neighborhoods, supporting BIPOC-owned businesses and local entrepreneurs. Meet Boston (meetboston.com) has an online guide to different districts.

Learn More

Check out the environmental programming at the Museum of Science’s Center for the Environment (mos.org/centers/environment) and the New England Aquarium’s Blue Planet Action Center (neaq.org/exhibit/blue-planet-action-center). Get eco-tips from the Harvard Museum of Natural History’s climate change exhibition (hmnh.harvard.edu/climate-change).


Try Bluebikes (bluebikes.com), Boston’s shared bike system, for short cycling excursions around the city.




Take a guided nature walk or birding excursion with Mass Audubon (massaudubon.org), a conservation organization.




Greening Fenway Park

Though Fenway Park may be better known for its ‘Green Monster,’ the emerald-hued outfield wall, the baseball field also features Fenway Farms, a vast rooftop garden producing more than 6000lb of organic produce every year.




RESOURCES

meetboston.com
Lists diverse neighborhoods and businesses.
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walkmass.org
Advocates for improved pedestrian access and hosts walking events.

[image: jpg]

bostonpreservation.org
Learn about historic preservation and lesser-known local histories.
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LGBTIQ+ Travelers

Metropolitan Boston has one of the largest LGBTIQ+ populations on the USA’s East Coast. With significant communities in the South End, Jamaica Plain and Cambridge, Boston is among the most queer-friendly cities in the country. As of 2023, approximately 6.5% of Massachusetts residents identified as LGBTIQ+. Among young people in metro Boston, that number rises to more than 15%.


Boston Pride

Part of National LGBTQ+ Pride month, Boston’s annual Pride fest kicks off in June with a celebration at City Hall Plaza. Other popular events include the Boston Pride Parade, Boston Dyke March, drag brunches, concerts featuring Boston Gay Men’s Chorus and many other festivities. Local tour company Boston by Foot (bostonbyfoot.org) offers walking tours highlighting ‘Boston’s LGBTQ Past.’ At any time of year, you can follow the Equality Trail, which traces the route of the city’s first official Gay Pride March.
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LGBTIQ+ NIGHTLIFE SPOTS

The South End’s Jacques Cabaret is the oldest operating gay bar in Boston, known for its drag shows.
Midway Cafe, in Jamaica Plain, has been hosting Queeraoke, a Thursday-night karaoke event, for more than 15 years.
In Dorchester, dbar turns nightclub after dinner with nightly After Dark parties.




First in the Nation

Massachusetts was the first US state to legalize same-sex marriage. Marcia Kadish and Tanya McCloskey became the first legally wed same-sex partners in the United States when they married at Cambridge City Hall in May 2004. Marriage equality didn’t become law across the USA until 2015.



PROVINCETOWN GETAWAY

Make the 1½-hour ferry trip from Boston to the tip of Cape Cod, where Provincetown, the small community always known as P-Town, has the largest LGBTIQ+ community in the region. Its LGBTIQ-owned bars, restaurants, inns and other businesses are liveliest in the summer months.


Local LGBTIQ+ Organizations

Boston Alliance of LGBTQ+ Youth (BAGLY)

bagly.org
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Bisexual Resource Center

biresource.org

Boston Lesbigay Urban Foundation

lesbigayurbanfoundation.org Greater Boston PFLAG

gbpflag.org



MORE WORK TO DO

Despite Boston’s history as one of the most LGBTIQ+ friendly US cities, the region isn’t free of challenges. According to a 2018 report by Boston Indicators and The Fenway Institute, LGBTIQ+ youth report far higher levels of depression and anxiety; BIPOC LGBTIQ+ people are more likely to be unemployed or unstably housed or suffer from food insecurity; and transgender people are especially affected by discrimination.






Nuts & Bolts

OPENING HOURS

Banks 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday; sometimes 9am to noon or 2pm Saturday

Bars and clubs Midnight Monday through Thursday, often to 1am or 2am Friday and Saturday, closing earlier on Sunday

Businesses 9am to 5pm or 6pm Monday to Friday

Restaurants 11am to 9pm or 10pm; some places close between lunch and dinner, 2:30pm to 5pm. Restaurants serving breakfast open from 7am or 8am.

Shops 10am to 7pm Monday to Saturday; sometimes noon to 5pm Sunday. Major shopping areas and malls keep extended hours.

Internet Access

Hotels and other accommodations typically have wi-fi for guests, and you can get online in many cafes, museums, shopping malls and airports. In some city parks or outdoor locations, you can connect to Wicked Free Wi-Fi, the City of Boston’s free network.


Toilets

Public libraries, fire stations, department stores, museums and some hotels have restrooms open to the public, as do South Station, North Station and Back Bay Station.

 

Tap Water

Boston’s tap water is considered safe. Carry a refillable bottle to reduce your plastic use.




GOOD TO KNOW

Time zone
Eastern Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus five hours)

Country calling code
+1

Emergency number
911

Population
667,137



Electricity

Type A and B 120V/60Hz
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PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

New Year’s Day January 1

Martin Luther King Jr Day Third Monday in January

President’s Day Third Monday in February

Evacuation Day March 17 (marking the 1776 evacuation of British forces from Boston)

Patriots’ Day Third Monday in April (commemorating the start of the American Revolution)

Memorial Day Last Monday in May

Bunker Hill Day June 17 (remembering the 1775 Battle of Bunker Hill)

Juneteenth June 19

Independence Day July 4

Labor Day First Monday in September

Indigenous Peoples Day Second Monday in October

Veterans Day November 11

Thanksgiving Day Fourth Thursday in November

Christmas Day December 25








STORYBOOK

Our writers delve deep into different aspects of Boston life.





History of Boston in 15 Places

Discover Boston’s history in places.

Mara Vorhees

Meet the Bostonians

Boston has long been defined by its young people, who bring energy, innovation and progressive thinking to the historic city.

Mara Vorhees

Boston Did It First

From sweets to schools and social media, Boston is a city of innovation.

Carolyn B Heller

Birthplace of the Revolution

It started with a financial disagreement (of sorts), which grew into a revolution, which grew into a new nation.

Mara Vorhees

College Town USA

Academia has been intrinsic to Boston’s identity ever since Harvard College was founded in 1636.

Mara Vorhees
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A HISTORY OF BOSTON IN
15 places

In 1614, English explorer Captain John Smith mapped the North Atlantic coastline. He noted a tricapped peninsula connected to the mainland by a narrow neck across a shallow back bay, with a harbor fed by three rivers. Valued for its freshwater spring, the region was known to Native American people as Shawmut. By Mara Vorhees


AS ONE OF the earliest European settlements in the New World and the starting place of the American Revolution, Boston proudly claims and preserves its history. You can hardly walk a step on these centuries-old streets without bumping into some historic house or significant site.

Founded by religious freethinkers and industrious workers, Boston grew into a prosperous trading center with an independent spirit. It was only a matter of time before upstart colonists pushed back against British taxes and oppressive political measures. The protests and public resistance morphed into confrontation on the battlefield, and the American Revolution was on.

From the early days, Boston boasted fine educational and cultural institutions that were influential in philosophy, literature, art and technology. After independence, Boston-area writers and thinkers launched uniquely American intellectual and social movements, from abolitionism to Transcendentalism. The city was later at the forefront of the Industrial Revolution, and the Boston Manufacturing Co built the first factories in nearby towns.

Industrialization brought significant changes, especially as immigrants diversified the population, leading to conflict, cooperation and growth. The origin of the newcomers and the types of industry have changed, but this trend of conflict, cooperation and growth has continued into the 21st century.

1. Digging Veritas

HARVARD’S FIRST STUDENTS

This fantastic exhibit at the Harvard Peabody Museum of Archaeology & Ethnology displays the work of current students who have excavated around Harvard Yard to learn more about their academic forebears. The so-called Harvard Yard Archaeology Project has been focusing on the Indian College, established in 1650 to educate both English and Native American youth ‘in knowledge and godliness.’ The exhibit displays some surprising finds, such as fragments of pipes and bottles, even though smoking and drinking alcohol were forbidden. It also recounts the fascinating (and often tragic) biographies of several Native American students.

2. Paul Revere House

EXPLORE BOSTON’S OLDEST HOUSE

Dating from 1680, this simple clapboard house is a good example of a typical dwelling from the period. Throughout the 17th and 18th centuries, fires were a serious hazard, especially considering the wood construction that dominated the city’s architecture. In fact, Paul Revere House is the oldest extant building in central Boston.

Patriot and silversmith Paul Revere lived here with his family from 1770 to 1800. A tour through the house showcases 18th-century daily life, with a typical kitchen, period furniture and household wares, including a few items that belonged to the Revere family.

3. Old State House

FIRST BLOOD OF REVOLUTION

Built in 1713, this exemplar of colonial architecture was the seat of the royal governor as well as the colonial court and the merchant exchange. A golden lion and silver-toned unicorn – symbols of the English crown – adorn the facade.

It was here in 1770 that British soldiers fired on an unruly mob in the public square, killing five civilians. These were the first deaths of the American Revolution. Although the soldiers were acting in self-defense against the aggressive crowd, Patriot leaders called it a ‘bloody massacre’ and rallied support from the incident.
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4. Longfellow House

FROM TORY ROW TO POET’S HOME

The stately Georgian mansion – a standout on Tory Row – was built in 1759 for plantation owner and slaveholder John Vassall, Jr, a British Loyalist who fled Cambridge when the war broke out. Shortly thereafter, General George Washington appropriated this beauty for his headquarters during the early part of the revolution.

In the following century, the house would play a role in the cultural revolution that saw Boston (and Cambridge) emerge as an intellectual and literary hub. One of Boston’s many literary lights, poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, lived here from 1837 until he died in 1882.

5. Warren Tavern

HISTORIC WATERING HOLE

Joseph Warren was a physician, a ‘True Patriot’ (his pseudonym for anti-British editorials) and a leader of the Revolutionary movement. He lost his life in the Battle of Bunker Hill, a hero to all of his compatriots. Warren’s sacrifice inspired his friend Eliphalet Newell to open the Warren Tavern in 1780, making it Boston’s oldest tavern. The tavern was a favorite hangout of Paul Revere (who lived right across the river), and even George Washington stopped by for a drink when he was in town.

6. Ether Dome

MAKING MEDICAL HISTORY

Massachusetts General Hospital was incorporated as the nation’s third hospital in 1811. A decade later, the hospital accepted its first patient at the Bulfinch Building. In its first year of operation, it also became the first teaching hospital of Harvard University, thus commencing Boston’s tenure as a center of medical treatment, research and learning.

Although much of the Bullfinch Building is closed to the public, visitors can check out the Ether Dome, the historic surgical amphitheater. It was here that Dr John Collins Warren and William Morton demonstrated the first public surgery using anesthetic. The interesting Paul S Russell MD Museum of Medical History & Innovation is also on-site.

7. Museum of African American History

BLACK HERITAGE SITES

In the 19th century, the north side of Beacon Hill was the center of a lively community of free Blacks, who congregated and celebrated at the African Meeting House, the first Black church in Boston.

Starting in 1798, Black children in Boston went to school at the home of abolitionist and activist Prince Hall, and later in a classroom at the African Meeting House. In 1812, the city opened the first and only school for Black children, which operated until the schools were desegregated in 1855.

The side-by-side buildings now house the Museum of African American History.

8. Boston Public Library

THE NATION’S FIRST PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Boston Public Library (BPL) was founded in 1848, the first large free municipal library in the United States. Originally opened in a former schoolhouse in Beacon Hill, the library quickly outgrew the space and eventually moved to the newly built McKim Building on Copley Sq. It is adorned with murals, sculptures and elegant reading rooms surrounding a peaceful inner courtyard. Architect Charles Follen McKim dubbed the new library ‘the palace for the people.’ The BPL was one of many steps taken to make culture and learning accessible to all, not just to an elite upper class.
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9. Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum

HIGH CULTURE IN AN EXPANDING CITY

In the 19th century, Boston was quickly outgrowing the Shawmut Peninsula. The city undertook a grand scheme to expand its area by filling in the swampy back bay. Atop the landfill, city planners created handsome neighborhoods, interwoven with green space. Museums, libraries and colleges lined the streets, alongside the graceful mansions of a cultured elite.

One such edifice was the Venetian-style palazzo of art patron and socialite Isabella Stewart Gardner. In addition to supporting local artists, Isabella amassed an incredible array of paintings, sculptures and tapestries from around the world. Now a museum, the palazzo still displays her art collection just as she designed it.

10. Park Street Station

THE COUNTRY’S FIRST SUBWAY

On September 1, 1897, motorman Jimmy Reed drove the first streetcar through the Tremont St tunnel between Park St and Boylston St. This innovation reduced the congestion on the roads above and allowed the streetcars to avoid it altogether. By 1912, four lines ran in downtown Boston on both underground and elevated tracks. And so the T was born, the first subway system in the country.

Two historical trolley cars are on display in Boylston station. The PCC trolley dates from 1951, while the ‘semi-convertible’ trolley is from 1924.

11. Wally’s Cafe

MUSICAL LANDMARK

In the early 20th century, Boston experienced its version of the Harlem Renaissance, fueled by a prominent population of educated Black activists and artists. Booker T Washington founded the National Negro Business League here, and Black theaters, magazines and literary groups were thriving.

Around this time, a Barbadian immigrant named Joseph Walcott opened Wally’s Paradise, a nightclub in the South End. Wally’s was just one of many music clubs in this dynamic Black cultural district, which attracted nationally known musicians such as Charlie Parker and Billie Holiday. Still owned by the Wallcott family, Wally’s Cafe carries on this rich musical tradition.

12. John F Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum

MEMORIAL TO THE 35TH US PRESIDENT

In 1960 in the wings, Boston took center stage in national politics with John F Kennedy’s election to the presidency. The youthful JFK was the pride of Boston’s Irish Catholics for being the one who finally made it. Kennedy’s brief Camelot inspired a generation of Americans into public service and founded a political family dynasty that rivaled the Adams.

The John F Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum is the official national memorial to the 35th president, housing the presidential archives and informative exhibits showcasing JFK’s personal and political accomplishments.

13. Chinatown Gate

IMMIGRATION AND DIVERSITY

Over the centuries, Boston has been enriched by waves of immigration, first from Ireland and later Canada, Russia and Italy. More recently, large populations have relocated from Asian, Caribbean and Latin American countries.

Chinese workers began arriving in Boston in the 1870s, settling on Oliver St (later called Ping On Alley) and opening laundries and restaurants in the surrounding streets. The Chinese Exclusion Act slowed this migration, but numbers shot up in the second half of the century. Despite anti-Chinese sentiment, urban renewal and gentrification, this community has prevailed.

Nowadays, Chinatown is a bustling commercial and cultural center, where residents speak Mandarin, Cantonese and Taishanese. A gift from the city of Taiwan, a paifang (gate) marks the entrance to this exceptional neighborhood.

14. Fenway Park

REVERSE THE CURSE

Fenway Park has been the home of the Boston Red Sox since 1912, but it was in 2004 that the baseball team changed Boston history. According to local lore, the Sox incurred the Curse of the Bambino when they traded superstar Babe Ruth to the New York Yankees in 1919. The team finally reversed the curse and triumphed over the Yankees and the St Louis Cardinals in 2004, winning the World Series for the first time in 86 years.

The triumph took place in St Louis, but the 2004 World Series banner is on proud display at Fenway Park alongside three additional banners earned in successive years.

15. Boston Marathon Memorial

BOSTON STRONG

On Patriots’ Day 2013, two bombs exploded near the finish line of the Boston Marathon, killing three and injuring hundreds. Several days later, an MIT police officer was shot dead. A Boston police officer also died later from injuries sustained during the shootout with the terrorists.

The tragedy was devastating, but Boston claimed countless heroes, especially the many victims who demonstrated courage and fortitude throughout their recoveries. The city unveiled a memorial to the dead on Patriots’ Day 2019. The moving sculpture features bronze bricks dedicated to the police officers, as well as three stone pillars gathered from places significant to the bombing victims.





MEET THE
Bostonians

Boston has long been defined by its young people, who bring energy, innovation and progressive thinking to the historic city. MARA VORHEES introduces her people.
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BOSTON’S NUMBERS BELIE its status as a world-class city. Boston proper only has about 650,000 residents, a fraction of ‘rival’ cities like New York City and Chicago. If you count the entirety of the greater Boston area, however, nearly five million people contribute to the city’s economy and culture.

The significance of the city’s many colleges and universities cannot be overstated. In fact, Boston is among the best-educated cities in the entire country. More than a quarter of the population over the age of 25 has a bachelor’s degree, and another 20% have higher professional and graduate degrees. These smarties work in medicine, education and financial services, as well as the high-tech, biotech and pharmaceutical industries. The ‘innovation economy’ in Boston is thriving, due in no small part to its well-educated workforce.

And then there are the students themselves, who comprise 23% of Boston residents. They frequent the bars, bookstores and coffee shops; they sustain a vibrant arts and music scene; and they all participate in a massive citywide moving day every year on September 1. Needless to say, when the academic year ends and the students go home, it is noticeable. Traffic is lighter, the bars are emptier and the Fenway-Kenmore area is downright sleepy (except when the Red Sox are playing at home, of course).

Many stay in Boston even after graduation, so the city’s population skews young and educated. Young adults (age 18 to 34) make up 39% of the population. The vast majority (70% of those between 25 and 34) have bachelor’s degrees or above. However, only 19% own their own homes: Boston’s high housing costs are real, and young people are particularly affected.

All those other stereotypical Boston identities – the Boston Brahmins, the Boston Irish etc – are largely outdated. Sure, the old Boston elite families are still around, but their wealth and influence have dispersed. And the Irish? Only 13% of Boston residents claim Irish ancestry (except on St Patrick’s Day, when everybody is Irish). Nonetheless, it is still the largest single ethnic group in the city, and it makes itself known at many Irish pubs around the city.

But the color of Boston is changing. As of 2020, non-Hispanic whites comprise less than half of the population. Some 52% of residents are Latinx, Black or Asian, with small populations of other ethnicities. This slim majority-minority margin is bound to increase – and fast – considering the next generation. White children make up only a quarter of the population under the age of 17, outnumbered by both Hispanic and Black kids.

Immigrant Experience

English immigrants founded Boston, and the city has been shaped by many overseas arrivals over the centuries. Nowadays, 28% of the population is foreign born.

These numbers bode well for the future. Diverse, youthful and well-educated, Boston is poised to ride high in the 21st century. Hang on tight.



I AM ‘FROM BOSTON,’ BUT I WILL NEVER BE ‘FROM SOMERVILLE’

Which is funny because I have never lived in Boston proper, but I have lived in Somerville, a ‘streetcar suburb,’ for 25 years. I own property in Somerville, and I am raising my family in Somerville, but I have learned that you can’t claim to be ‘from Somerville’ unless you were born and raised there.

Gentrification has disrupted many neighborhoods, driving up property costs and pushing out lifelong residents. Those who remain cling proudly to their birthright, claiming titles like ‘Townie’ and ‘OFD’ (Originally from Dorchester). I get it. Even after two and a half decades, I am a newcomer on my block, where other families have lived for generations.

When I travel and people ask, ‘Where are you from?’ the answer is Boston. I am one of many – immigrants and students and young professionals – who call this city home, even though we were born somewhere else. But I can never be from Somerville; I’ll leave that to my kids.







BOSTON
DID IT FIRST

From sweets to schools and social media, Boston is a city of innovation. By Carolyn B Heller
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BOSTON IS A city of firsts. As one of the oldest cities in the United States, officially founded in 1630, Boston claims bragging rights for plenty of ‘we did it first’ innovations. The ethos of invention continues across the city to this day, as many medical, technological and cultural innovations emerge from its universities, medical research centers and high-tech entrepreneurial ventures.

Of course, innovation started in the New England region long before European settlers took their first steps on the shores of this ‘new world.’ The Commonwealth of Massachusetts took its name from the Massachusett Nation, who were among the Native American people who had lived in the area for generations.

Schools, Parks & Churches

Once European settlers arrived, they set about building educational, religious and governmental institutions. The Boston Latin School, established in 1635, was the first public school in the United States. On the Freedom Trail, a mosaic and a statue of Benjamin Franklin, who was a Boston Latin student, mark the school site. Cambridge became the location of the first college in the American colonies, when Harvard University was founded in 1636.

Puritan settlers set aside land at the center of the growing town of Boston to create what is now the oldest public park in the United States, Boston Common, established in 1634. It was two centuries later, in 1837, that the more formal Public Garden opened west of the Common – it was the first public botanical garden in the USA. During that same era, as the Back Bay neighborhood was built atop landfill on a former swampy marsh, the Boston Public Library opened as the United States’ first free municipal library. Though the BPL was chartered in 1848, the grand Copley Sq building that still serves as its main branch wasn’t completed until 1895.

In the 18th and 19th centuries, the north slope of Beacon Hill was home to a thriving Black community. To serve that population, the African Meeting House opened in 1806, and is considered to be the oldest Black church in the US. Adjacent to the meeting house, the Abiel Smith School, founded in 1835, was the country’s first public school for Black students.

Getting Sporty

On April 19, 1897, 15 runners crossed the starting line in the town of Ashland, kicking off the first Boston Marathon, which was also the first marathon race in the United States. The course was initially 24.5 miles, lengthened to the current 26-mile distance in 1924, when the race start was moved further west to Hopkinton.

Fenway Park, the Kenmore Sq home of the Boston Red Sox, opened in 1912, making it the oldest major league baseball park still in use in the USA. The Boston Bruins – the first US team in the National Hockey League – played their debut NHL game a dozen years later, on December 1, 1924. Marking the hockey club’s 100th anniversary, the multimedia Boston Bruins Heritage Hall opened in 2024 in the city’s Sports Museum.

Massachusetts state, in which Boston resides, claims the invention of basketball, a game Dr James Naismith created in Springfield in 1891. Basketball was designated the official sport of Massachusetts in 2006.

New Technologies

The first telephone has its roots in Boston. Alexander Graham Bell and Thomas A Watson first transmitted sound over wires from an attic on Court St in 1876.

In 1897, Boston opened the first subway system in the USA, with Park St as its inaugural station. Its initial line ran through a tunnel underneath Tremont St, which still connects the Green Line’s Park and Boylston St stations.

The first use of anesthesia in surgery on a human is a major Boston milestone, which took place at Massachusetts General Hospital in the city’s West End in 1846. You can visit the Ether Dome, the hospital’s surgery suite where this event took place, and learn more about this and other medical developments in the nearby Paul S Russell MD Museum of Medical History & Innovation.

The 1940s also saw two notable developments across the river in Cambridge. Scientists at Raytheon developed the first microwave oven, and at Polaroid Corporation, Edwin H Land introduced the first instant film, ushering in the instant photography era. In 1960, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology developed the Whirlwind, considered to be the first modern computer.

Cambridge claims the introduction of the world’s largest social media network, too. Mark Zuckerberg launched Facebook during his days as a Harvard University student.

Sweet Boston

Where would we be without chocolate? The first US chocolate factory, Baker Chocolate, opened in Dorchester in 1765. Massachusetts claims the first chocolate chip cookie too, invented in 1930 at the Toll House Restaurant in Whitman, south of Boston.

Cambridge’s Kennedy Biscuit Works created a new cookie in 1891, naming it after a nearby suburb, the first Fig Newton.

Another tasty treat traces its origins to Somerville, where resident Archibald Query developed a marshmallow cream that he began selling in the early 1900s. Every September, Somerville recognizes its role in this sweet history at the annual What the Fluff Festival.

Mystery in the Sky

In 1639, a Bostonian reported seeing unusual lights over the Charles River. While historians have not clearly established the source, the City of Boston now claims that this incident was the country’s first UFO sighting, perhaps Boston’s most unusual first.





BIRTHPLACE
OF THE REVOLUTION

It started with a financial disagreement (of sorts), which grew into a revolution, which grew into a new nation. By Mara Vorhees
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THE AMERICAN FIGHT for independence from Britain began in Boston, when some local merchants got in a huff about unfair tax policies. Import duties and trade restrictions were having a huge negative effect on the economy in this busy port city, and the colonists protested. When the crown responded to local resistance by limiting colonial autonomy, the patriots of Massachusetts had had enough.

Taxation Without Representation

In the mid-18th century, the demands of empire kept England at war. The American colonists were drawn into the fighting in the French-Indian War. Despite their victory, all the colonists gained was a tax bill from the king. Covetous of New England’s maritime wealth, the Crown pronounced a series of Navigation Acts, restricting colonial trade. Boston merchants were defiant, conducting business as usual, except now it was on the sly.

The issue of taxation brought the clash between king and colony to a head. In the 1760s, the British Parliament passed the Stamp Act, the Townshend Acts and the Tea Act, all of which placed greater financial burdens on the colonists. With each new tax and toll, colonial resentment intensified, as exhibited by vocal protests and violent mobs. The acts of defiance were defended by respectable lawyer John Adams, who cited the Magna Carta’s principle of ‘no taxation without representation.’

To each act of rebellion, the British throne responded with increasingly severe measures, eventually dispatching Redcoat regiments known as ‘regulars’ to restore order, suspending all local political power.

Sons of Liberty

Under siege on the street, unrepentant Bostonians went underground. The Sons of Liberty, a clandestine network of patriots, stirred up public resistance to British policy and harassed the king’s loyalists. They were led by some well-known townsmen, including esteemed surgeon Dr Joseph Warren, upper-class merchant John Hancock, skilled silversmith Paul Revere and bankrupt brewer Sam Adams. Branded as treasonous rebels by the king, the Sons of Liberty became more radical and popular as the imperial grip tightened.

The resented Redcoat presence did not extinguish, but rather inflamed, local passions. In March 1770, a motley street gang provoked British regulars with slurs and snowballs until the troops fired into the crowd, killing five and wounding six. John Adams successfully defended the British troops, who were found to be acting in self-defense. The Sons of Liberty, however, scored a propaganda coup with their depictions of the Boston Massacre, as the incident came to be called.

Tempest in a Teapot

In May 1773, the British Parliament passed the Tea Act, granting a trade monopoly to the politically influential but financially troubled East India Company. In December, three tea-bearing vessels arrived in Boston Harbor, but colonial merchants refused the shipments to protest the disadvantageous trade policy. When the ships tried to depart, Governor Hutchinson demanded their cargo be unloaded.

At a meeting in the Old South Church, the Sons of Liberty decided to take matters into their own hands. Disguised as Mohawk Indigenous people, they descended on the waterfront, boarded the ships and dumped 90,000lb of taxable tea into the harbor.

The king’s retribution was swift. Legislation was rushed through Parliament to punish Boston, ‘the center of rebellious commotion in America, the ringleader in every riot.’ With a series of laws dubbed the Intolerable Acts, the port was blockaded and the city placed under military rule. The Sons of Liberty spread the news of this latest outrage down the seaboard. The cause of Boston was becoming the cause of all the colonies: American independence versus British tyranny.

The Shot Heard Round the World

Until now, all but the most pugnacious of patriots would have been satisfied with colonial economic autonomy and political representation, but the king’s coercive tactics aroused indignation and acrimony. Both sides were spoiling for a fight.

British General Thomas Gage was sent over with 4000 troops and a fleet of warships. Local townsfolk and yeoman farmers organized themselves into Minutemen groups, citizen militias that could mobilize in a minute. They drilled on town commons and stockpiled weapons in secret stores.

In April 1775, Gage saw an opportunity to break colonial resistance. Acting on a tip from a local informant, Gage dispatched 700 troops on the road west to arrest fugitives Sam Adams and John Hancock and to seize a hidden stash of gunpowder. Bostonians had their own informants, including Gage’s wife, who tipped off Joseph Warren on the troop movement.

Word was then passed to the Old North Church sexton to hang two signal lanterns in the steeple. Revere got the signal and quietly slipped across the river into Charlestown, where he mounted Brown Beauty and galloped into the night to alert the Minutemen.

At daybreak, the confrontation finally occurred. ‘Here once the embattled farmers stood,’ Ralph Waldo Emerson later wrote, ‘and fired the shot heard round the world.’ Imperial troops skirmished with Minutemen on the Lexington Green and at the Old North Bridge in Concord. By midmorning, more militia had arrived and chased the bloodied Redcoats back to Boston in ignominious defeat. The inevitable had arrived: the War for Independence.

THE CAUSE OF BOSTON WAS BECOMING THE CAUSE OF ALL THE COLONIES: AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE VERSUS BRITISH TYRANNY.

From Bunker Hill to Dorchester Heights

Boston figured prominently in the early phase of the American Revolution. In June 1775, Bostonians inflicted a hurtful blow on British morale at the Battle of Bunker Hill. The British took the hill after three tries, but their losses were greater than expected. Fighting on the front line, Warren was killed by a musket shot to the head in the final British charge. A few weeks later, George Washington assumed command of the ragged Continental Army in Cambridge.

Britain’s military occupation of the city continued until March 1776, when Washington mounted captured British cannons on Dorchester Heights and trained them on the British fleet in Boston Harbor. Rather than see the king’s expensive warships sent to the bottom, the British evacuated the city, trashing and looting as they went. Boston was liberated.





COLLEGE
TOWN USA

Academia has been intrinsic to Boston’s identity ever since Harvard College was founded in 1636. By Mara Vorhees
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A FEW SHORT years after the founding of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, the colonial legislature allocated funds for a ‘schoale or colledge.’ The college was soon founded in Newtowne (later called Cambridge) and named after its first benefactor, John Harvard. Its mission was to educate men for the ministry, and it was the first such institution in the American colonies.

Harvard had a monopoly on higher education in Massachusetts until after US independence. It wasn’t until the 19th century that reformers like Horace Mann pushed for broader access to education, prompting the foundation of three so-called ‘normal schools’ to train teachers for the public schools. The country’s first such teachers’ college was in Lexington and still exists today as Framingham State University.

By the 1860s, a college boom was on in Boston. The Commonwealth chartered new institutions dedicated to the arts (now MassArt) and the sciences (Massachusetts Institute of Technology). Other specialized schools taught pharmacy, optometry, theater and music. Despite strong anti-Catholic sentiment, the Society of Jesus managed to establish a college for the city’s growing Irish population. A Methodist seminary relocated from Vermont and called itself Boston University.

When the city expanded at the end of the 19th century, additional educational institutions cropped up on the new parkway along the Back Bay Fens. Today, there are 40-some institutions of higher education in Boston and its environs, ensuring that this city is always evolving and learning.


Harvard University

A slew of superlatives accompany the name of this venerable institution in Cambridge (including the oldest and richest). Harvard actually consists of 10 independent schools dedicated to the study of medicine, dentistry, law, business, divinity, design, education, public health and public policy, in addition to the traditional college of arts and sciences.

Harvard Yard is the heart and soul of the university campus, but the university continues to expand in all directions. Most recently, Harvard has acquired extensive land across the river in Allston, with plans under way to convert this working-class residential area into a satellite campus.
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Massachusetts Institute of Technology

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) offers an interesting contrast (and complement) to Harvard. Excelling in sciences and engineering, MIT nonetheless does not take itself too seriously. The campus is dotted with whimsical sculptures and offbeat art, not to mention some of Boston’s most daring contemporary architecture. MIT students are notorious practical jokers.

Despite the atmosphere of fun and funniness, these smarty pants are hard at work. The school has claimed some 93 Nobel Laureates and 58 recipients of the National Medal of Science since its founding in 1861. Some recent accomplishments include artificially duplicating the process of photosynthesis to store solar energy, developing computer programs to decipher ancient languages and creating an acrobatic robotic bird.

Boston University

Boston University (BU) is a massive urban campus sprawling west of Kenmore Sq. The Center for Computing & Data Sciences, which opened in 2022, is a standout on the Boston skyline. BU enrolls about 30,000 undergraduate and graduate students in all fields of study. The special collections of BU’s Mugar Memorial Library include an outstanding 20th-century archive, including the papers of Isaac Asimov, Bette Davis and Martin Luther King, Jr.

Boston College

Not to be confused with BU, Boston College (BC) could not be more different. Recognizable by its neo-Gothic towers, BC is situated on the edge of Boston in the swanky suburb of Chestnut Hill. Its Jesuit influence makes it more socially conservative and more social service oriented than other universities. Visitors to the campus will find a good art museum and excellent Irish and Catholic ephemera collections in the library. Aside from the vibrant undergraduate population, it has a strong education program and law school. It is also a great sports school, with highly ranked basketball and football teams.

Northeastern University

Located in the midst of student central, aka Fenway, Northeastern University (NU) is a private regional university with programs emphasizing health, security and sustainability. Northeastern boasts one of the country’s largest work-study cooperative programs, whereby most students complete two or three semesters of full-time employment in addition to their eight semesters of studies. This integration of classroom learning with real-world experience is the university’s strongest feature. The urban campus is worth a walk for its eye-catching murals and sculptures.

Colleges of the Fenway

Five varied colleges make up this consortium of schools wedged together in the Fenway neighborhood. While the schools range in size, their combined total number of students (about 15,000) defines Fenway as student central.

Emmanuel College (1919) A small Catholic liberal arts and science school.

Massachusetts College of Art & Design (MassArt; 1873) Offers specializations in industrial design, fashion, illustration, animation and more traditional fine arts.

Massachusetts College of Pharmacy & Health Sciences (MCPHS; 1823) Prepares students for careers in healthcare.

Simmons College (1899) A women’s liberal arts college with several (coed) graduate schools.

Wentworth Institute of Technology (1904) A respected science university with a practical co-op program.

Performing Arts Schools

Berklee College of Music (1945) An internationally renowned school for contemporary music, especially jazz. A performing arts center and a student-run music club showcase the talent in the Back Bay.

Emerson College (1880) A liberal arts college that specializes in communications and performing arts. Located in the Boston Theater District, the college operates several theaters, as well as Boston’s coolest radio station, WERS (wers.org; 88.9 FM).

New England Conservatory (1867) A landmark on the Avenue of the Arts, this highly esteemed music school includes preparatory, college and graduate programs. Its venue, Jordan Hall, is acclaimed for its perfect acoustics.
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‘Named for the mother of the 35th US president, John F Kennedy, Rose Kennedy Greenway is a 1.5-mile linear park weaving a green, garden-filled path from Chinatown to the North End.’
CAROLYN B HELLER
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‘Summon your inner Paul Revere and follow the redbrick road of the Freedom Trail from the Boston Common to the Bunker Hill Monument.’
MARA VORHEES
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