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CHICAGO

THE JOURNEY BEGINS HERE
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Pritzker Pavilion, Millennium Park | THOMAS BARRAT/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

I’ve lived in Chicago for 35 years and the skyline still floors me. Every time I take the L toward downtown it’s like the buildings suddenly pop up and expand storybook-style. I never get bored here; there’s always something going on. Like tonight: should I listen to an Afrobeat band playing at Millennium Park or watch a play about a renegade platypus showing at a storefront theater? Should I meet friends in a sunny beer garden for IPAs or in a neon-bathed dive bar for cheap lagers? After all these years I still find myself walking down a street I’ve never been on, and being wonderstr uck by a cool old building or a Serbian bakery or some other unexpected delight. I love the expansive, blue-green lake spilling over the horizon and the whimsical public art in every neighborhood. Mostly I love that Chicago is awesome, but doesn’t let that go to its head.

Karla Zimmerman @karlazimmerman

Karla writes about travel and oddball sights when she’s not eating donuts and yelling at the Cubs at home in Chicago.
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My favorite experience is stuffing my face with banana cream pie, hot-fudge-slathered ice cream and marshmallowy drinking chocolate in Wicker Park.


WHO GOES WHERE

Our writers and experts choose the places which, for them, define Chicago.
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Chicago is the New York City equivalent for us Midwestern folk, that magnetic urban black hole with an appeal so inescapable that you have no choice but to fall into it. Nothing beats that feeling of big-city awe when I arrive under the barrel-vaulted roof of Union Station and ride the L among the Loop’s skyscrapers. It’s always Chicago’s grand architecture and legacy of industry that strike me, from Frank Lloyd Wright masterpieces to the humble history of Hull-House.
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Lauren Keith

@noplacelike_it

Lauren is a travel writer who has fallen in love with Chicago countless times in the last 20 years of visiting.

[image: jpg]

THOMAS BARRAT/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

One of my favorite local spots is the 606, a 2.7-mile stretch of repurposed rail track that cuts across three of my favorite Chicago neighborhoods: Logan Square, Wicker Park and Bucktown. The elevated trail feels more like a park, and walking is a great way to get to know these areas’ shops, restaurants and unique personalities.

[image: jpg]

Meena Thiruvengadam

@meenathiru

Meena writes about travel, art and culture and is the founder of travelwithmeena.com.






HIGH-FLYING DESIGN

The Great Fire of 1871 didn’t just ignite more than 17,000 buildings in Chicago; it also sparked an architectural revolution. Ambitious young designers streamed in with bold ideas to try out on the blank canvas – like the world’s first skyscraper, which popped up in 1885. Their radical legacy continues to this day. Just bend your neck back and look up to see it: steely, shining, cloud-poking towers all around.

Skyline Vistas

Top spots to get a good view are the Adler Planetarium’s front steps, Navy Pier (especially from the Ferris wheel) and from the Willis Tower observatory (pictured).
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Famous Styles

Architectural styles to keep an eye out for around the city include art deco, beaux arts, Prairie School (pictured), Chicago School and International Style.
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Tons of Tours

Architectural tours are big business here. They’re available by boat, bicycle, bus and kayak or on foot – whatever mode you fancy. Boat tours reign supreme.
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BEST ARCHITECTURE EXPERIENCES

[image: ]

Hop aboard a boat tour with the 1 Chicago Architecture Center and watch dazzling buildings flash by along the river.

Ascend 103 floors in the 2 Willis Tower and then peer straight down from a glass-floored ledge in Chicago’s tallest skyscraper.

Feast your eyes on the stained glass and horizontal design of 3 Robie House, Frank Lloyd Wright’s Prairie-style masterpiece.

See where Ludwig Mies van der Rohe did his modernist ‘less is more’ thing at the 4 Illinois Institute of Technology.

Explore the 5 Rookery and other architectural stars in the Loop, from early skyscrapers to cutting-edge modern towers.







MEGA MUSEUMS

The world’s largest dinosaur. The most impressionist paintings outside of France. The Western Hemisphere’s biggest science museum. Chicago’s superlative institutions draw millions of visitors each year to explore their troves. Many of the venues are absolute whoppers, where you could wander the marbled corridors for weeks and still not see everything in the stash. And while they’re crowded, they’re usually not obnoxiously so, since there’s so much room to roam.

Advance Tickets

Consider buying tickets online in advance in summer or if there’s a big-name special exhibition going on. Otherwise, there’s no need.
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Days Open

Most of Chicago’s big museums are open daily (the Art Institute being an exception). Smaller museums tend to be closed Monday and/or Tuesday.

[image: jpg]
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Saving Money

Discount cards include the Go Chicago Card (gocity.com) and City Pass (citypass.com). Museum free days typically are for Illinois residents only.

[image: jpg]

Griffin Museum of Science & Industry | ImagineerInc/Shutterstock ©


BEST MUSEUM EXPERIENCES

[image: ]

Gawk at Monets, Picassos, Van Goghs and a very big, dotted Seurat in the sprawling 1 Art Institute of Chicago.

Check out the German U-boat, coal mine and 9 acres of other mind-blowers at the 2 Griffin Museum of Science & Industry.

Marvel at mummies, gemstones, meteorites and hulking dinosaurs at the 3 Field Museum.

Learn from folk art and altars at the 4 National Museum of Mexican Art, the USA’s largest Latinx art institution.

Browse kink and fetish galleries at the 5 Leather Archives & Museum, a top conservator of queer erotic art.







LAKEFRONT VIBES

Lake Michigan edges the city from north to south. It’s huge, a freshwater ‘sea’ whose frothy waves ripple over the horizon with no end in sight. Chicagoans adore it. Almost the entire lakefront is public parkland, thanks to the city’s forefathers who mandated that the precious resource remain forever open and free of development. On balmy days it seems the entire population makes a dash for the area to enjoy the cool breezes.

Lakefront Trail

The 18-mile Lakefront Trail is a beautiful route along the water rolling by beaches and harbors. It’s split into separate lanes for walkers and cyclists.

[image: jpg]
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Beach Season

Beaches are open late May to early September, with lifeguards on duty 11am to 7pm. The Chicago Park District (chicagoparkdistrict.com/beaches) has the lowdown.

[image: jpg]
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Beach Amenities

Beaches have different levels of amenities. All have bathrooms. Some also have cafes and rent sailboats, jet skis, kayaks and/or stand up paddleboards.

[image: jpg]

Navy Pier | MARCHELLO74/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


BEST LAKEFRONT EXPERIENCES

[image: ]

Kayak, birdwatch and lounge at the bar while sailboats glide by at dune-backed 1 Montrose Beach.

Mosey out on 2 Navy Pier, which stretches a half-mile into the blue of Lake Michigan and offers sweet skyline views.

Join locals on the running paths, athletic fields and beaches in water-hugging 3 Lincoln Park, Chicago’s largest green space.

Play all day at 4 Margaret T Burroughs Beach, a fab strand with a boat harbor, fishing dock and watercraft rentals.

Stroll or cycle around 5 Northerly Island, a serene, prairie-like refuge floating alongside the Museum Campus.







WINDY CITY ICONS

Think ‘Chicago’ and what comes to mind? Maybe the hulking skyline as it juts into the clouds and the L train rumbling by. Or Frank Sinatra crooning about the Wrigley Building and how Chicago is ‘my kind of town’. Maybe it’s the bluesy twang of ‘Sweet Home Chicago’ or the image of Ferris Bueller pondering works at the Art Institute. The city looms large in the collective imagination. Several classic pursuits show the local spirit.

Renowned Traditions

Chicago dyes the river green for St Patrick’s Day (pictured). Oh, and it’s a city rule that no one, ever, puts ketchup on a hot dog.
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ezellhphotography/Shutterstock ©

Legendary Locals

Michael Jordan (basketball great), Barack Obama (44th US President; pictured) and Richard J Daley (iron-fisted, five-term mayor known as The Boss) prevail in city lore.
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Iconic Neighborhoods

The Loop and Near North, where the city originated, hold the mother lode of famous sights. Other areas include Lincoln Park, Old Town and Hyde Park.

[image: jpg]
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BEST ICONIC EXPERIENCES

[image: ]

Spend an afternoon in the bleachers at 1 Wrigley Field, hot dog and beer in hand, rooting for a Cubs win.

Hear the blues howl and slide at 2 Buddy Guy’s Legends, an atmospheric club owned by the famed guitarist.

Open wide for a thick, gooey-cheese slice of 3 deep-dish pizza, invented in Chicago eight decades ago.

Laugh out loud at 4 Second City, the comedy venue that put improv on the map and launched many superstars’ careers.

Listen to jazz and sip a martini at the 5 Green Mill, a favorite hangout of Al Capone back in the day.







BITES & BREWS

Foodies dig Chicago for its come-as-you-are scene of award-winning eateries. While local chefs have earned a heap of Michelin stars and James Beard medals, even the buzziest restaurants are approachable: they’re visionary yet traditional, pubby at the core and decently priced. Several established craft breweries get creative in their taprooms and add to the goodness.

[image: jpg]

Italian beef sandwich, Portillo’s & Barnelli’s | E Jason Wambsgans/Chicago Tribune/Tribune News Service/Getty Images ©

Global Eats

Superb international fare is available in outlying neighborhoods including Pilsen (Mexican), Argyle St (Asian), Devon Ave (Indian), Greektown, Chinatown and Ukrainian Village.

Restaurant Week

Bargains abound for a few weeks in late January when hundreds of restaurants offer prix-fixe lunch, brunch or dinner meals at reduced prices.


BEST FOOD & DRINK EXPERIENCES

[image: ]

Walk along 1 Malt Row, a corridor of old factories turned into breweries, for beer options galore.

Sink your teeth into a spicy, drippy 2 Italian beef sandwich, a Chicago specialty made even more famous by The Bear TV series.

Shatter your diet in a blaze of pie-and-cake glory in the acclaimed 3 bakeries of Wicker Park and West Town.

Tuck in at the Michelin- and Beard-praised restaurants of 4 Logan Square, which cook up everything from farm-to-table breakfasts to inventive pastas.

Graze through the neighborhood of 5 Pilsen, where hip gastropubs and bohemian cafes mix it up with Mexican bakeries and real-deal taquerias.







WITH KIDS

Ferocious dinosaurs at the Field Museum, an ark’s worth of beasts at Lincoln Park Zoo, lakefront boat rides and sandy beaches are among the top choices for toddlin’ times. Add in magical playgrounds, splashy fountains and lots of pizza, and it’s clear Chicago is a kid’s kind of town.

Discounts

Most museums offer reduced admission prices for kids. On L trains and buses, children under age seven ride free; those age seven to 11 pay a reduced fare.

[image: jpg]
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Pint-Sized Meals

Many restaurants have children’s menus with kid-friendly portions and options such as chicken nuggets, pizza, pasta and grilled cheese sandwiches.
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Helpful Resources

To find kid-friendly events and activities around town, check out the listings at Chicago Parent (chicagoparent.com) and Chicago Kids (chicagokids.com).


BEST EXPERIENCES FOR KIDS

[image: ]

Watch chimps swing, lions roar and penguins waddle at the 1 Lincoln Park Zoo, then feed chickens and cows at the on-site farm.

Excavate dinosaur bones, climb a ropey schooner and make art at the 2 Chicago Children’s Museum, then enjoy the carnival rides on surrounding Navy Pier.

Explore the U-boat, fairy castle, chick hatchery and mirror maze at the 3 Griffin Museum of Science & Industry.

Take your pick among the playgrounds at 4 Maggie Daley Park, including an enchanted forest to wander through and large ship to pretend-sail.

Immerse in gentle thrills such as the butterfly haven, frog marsh and wilderness walk at the underrated 5 Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum.







UNDER THE RADAR

If the crowds at Chicago’s star attractions get to be too much, the city offers plenty of hidden museums, unexpected venues and less-trodden neighborhoods that beckon off the beaten path. Ready to dig a little deeper and forgo a little glitz? All kinds of unique exploits await.

Alternative Neighborhoods

Bronzeville, Humboldt Park (pictured), Ravenswood, Rogers Park and Pullman are all chock full of history, art and/or great food well beyond the city center.
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Crowd-Free Museums

You won’t have to elbow your way through the DuSable Black History Museum (pictured), American Writers Museum, Polish Museum of America or Busy Beaver Button Museum.

[image: jpg]
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Surprising Subcultures

Pinball leagues, guitar jams, horseshoe throwing clubs – whatever floats your boat, you’ll find other Chicagoans getting together (likely over a beer) and doing their thing.


BEST UNDER THE RADAR EXPERIENCES

[image: ]

Find the hidden entrance to the 1 Chicago Magic Lounge and be amazed by feats of prestidigitation and cocktails in the speakeasy.

Soak up blues history at the 2 Johnny Twist Blues Museum via a personal tour by the guitarist himself showing his artifacts.

Sign up for an owl pellet jewelry-making class, wave to the hissing cockroaches and admire vintage taxidermy at the buzzing 3 Insect Asylum.

Delve into concerts, films, community yoga and art happenings in the revitalized buildings and eye-popping L station at 4 Garfield Blvd.

Set out along the 5 Paseo Boricua, aka Puerto Rican Promenade, where island shops, cafes, murals and a great little art museum cluster.







FOR FREE

Chicago isn’t stingy with its freebies. OK, maybe its big museums are stingy by offering free days to Illinois residents only, but the city provides plenty of no-cost pleasures for everyone, like its beaches, parks and famed public art. Many concerts, festivals and tours don’t charge a dime. And it’s always free to walk around and gawp at the amazing architecture.

[image: jpg]

Millennium Park | nataliabschwarz/Shutterstock ©

Free Days Every Day

The National Museum of Mexican Art, Stony Island Arts Bank and Arts Club of Chicago are among the smaller sights that offer free admission daily.

Bargain Galleries

Chicago’s commercial art galleries don’t charge, so you can bedazzle your eyeballs for free in the West Town, Bridgeport or Near North gallery districts.


BEST FREE EXPERIENCES

[image: ]

Dig into the boatload of freebies at 1 Millennium Park, especially in summer, such as yoga classes, art walks and concerts.

Pop into the 2 Chicago Cultural Center for gratis goodness such as museum-quality art exhibitions, foreign film screenings and hour-long tours of downtown.

Drop your jaw at 3 Art on the Mart, a trippy, ever-changing light show projected on the world’s largest commercial building each night.

Follow the 4 606 trail as it unfolds on an elevated train track repurposed into a smart, public art-laden walking and cycling path.

Peruse the small but top-tier 5 Museum of Contemporary Photography to see works by Sally Mann, Ai Weiwei and others.









Perfect Days

The nation’s third-largest city covers a lot of ground, but you can see a good chunk of it if you have a plan. Here’s our guide to get you started.


[image: jpg]

Ferris wheel, Navy Pier | AJ PEREZ/Shutterstock ©


DAY 1

The Loop

[image: ]Dive right into the main sights. Take a boat tour with the Chicago Architecture Center and ogle the most skyscraping collection of buildings the US has to offer. Explore the Riverwalk and then saunter over to Millennium Park to see ‘the Bean’ reflect the skyline and to splash under Crown Fountain’s human gargoyles.

Lunch Grab a sandwich and pastry at Goddess & the Baker.

The Loop

[image: ]Explore the Art Institute of Chicago, the nation’s second-largest art museum. It holds masterpieces aplenty, especially impressionist and postimpressionist paintings (and miniatures). Next, head over to Willis Tower, zip up to the 103rd floor and step out onto the glass-floored ledge. Yes, it is a long way down.

Dinner Book ahead to fork into the house-made pasta at Monteverde.

West Loop & Near West Side

[image: ]The West Loop parties in the evening. Sit on the patio and knock back a pint at Guinness Open Gate Brewery, which pours far more than stout. Play Jenga or Connect Four while sipping pilsners in the beer hall at Great Central Brewing Co. Or down a cocktail at CH Distillery, which makes its own vodka using local grain.




DAY 2

Near North & Navy Pier

[image: ]Take a stroll on Michigan Ave – aka the Magnificent Mile – where big-name department stores and architectural heavyweights like the Wrigley Building and Tribune Tower line up in a sparkling row. Mosey over to Navy Pier. Wander the half-mile promenade and take a spin on the high-in-the-sky Ferris wheel.

Lunch Head south for tavern-style pizza (a local specialty) at Flo & Santos.

Pilsen & Near South Side

[image: ]Spend the afternoon at the Museum Campus (the water taxi from Navy Pier is a fine way to get there). Miles of aisles of dinosaurs and gemstones stuff the Field Museum. Sharks and other fish swim in the kiddie-mobbed Shedd Aquarium. Meteorites and supernovas are on view at the Adler Planetarium.

Dinner Dig into modern Italian dishes and rich desserts at Daisies.

Logan Square & Humboldt Park

[image: ]Nightlife options abound in Logan Square. Wander along Milwaukee Ave for beers at Revolution Brewpub, arty bands at Whistler or comedy at Cole’s. Armitage Ave holds another jackpot: authentic blues at Rosa’s Lounge, gin cocktails at Scofflaw, patio drinks at divey Best Intentions and many more.




DAY 3

Lincoln Park & Old Town

[image: ]Dip your toes in Lake Michigan at North Avenue Beach. Amble northward through the sprawling greenery of Lincoln Park. Stop at Lincoln Park Zoo to see lions, zebras and bears. Pop into Lincoln Park Conservatory to smell exotic blooms.

Lunch Munch a char dog and cheddar fries at sassy Wieners Circle.

Lake View & Wrigleyville

[image: ]Make your way north to Wrigley Field for an afternoon baseball game. The atmospheric 1914 ballpark hosts the Cubs, and it’s full of legendary traditions. Afterward practice your home-run swing at Sluggers and your beer drinking at Murphy’s Bleachers, two of the many rip-roaring bars that circle the stadium.

Dinner Mmmm, mussels and frites (fries) at Hopleaf.

Andersonville & Uptown

[image: ]Andersonville has several fine taverns to hang out at and sink a pint, like Simon’s. See what’s on at the Neo-Futurist Theater, or try to find the hidden entrance to the Chicago Magic Lounge. Jazz hounds can venture to the Green Mill, a timeless venue to hear jazz, watch a poetry slam or swill a martini. Al Capone used to groove at it.







WHEN TO GO

Chicago’s beachy, festival-laden summer is the best time to visit, though spring and fall rock too, with fewer crowds.


Summer is glorious in Chicago. No wonder it’s peak season. The weather warms, and everyone dashes for the beaches, baseball stadiums and beer gardens. Festivals rock the neighborhoods every weekend. Things start to wind down crowd-wise in September and October, but the weather remains pleasant, and plenty of big events keep the party going. Then wind and cold begin to bite. You have to bundle up, but being here in winter is totally doable. The city twinkles with holiday cheer. Prices drop. Crowds disappear. Warmth creeps back in April and May, and outdoor action begins anew. It’s another good time to visit.

Saving Strategies

Lodging prices are lowest from January through March, followed by April, May, November and December. It’s also cheaper if you look beyond the Loop, Near North, Gold Coast and West Loop, especially if you have a vehicle, as parking costs around downtown are outrageous.

[image: jpg]

Chicago from Lake Michigan | Edlane De Mattos/Shutterstock ©


I LIVE HERE

FLUTTERS OF SPRINGTIME

Ted Nelson is a Chicago-based outdoor adventure travel blogger and photographer. @travelingted

In spring, millions of birds fly over Chicago. I enjoy seeking out and photographing warblers, orioles and tanagers in places like Montrose Point Bird Sanctuary. As the weather warms, Chicago is also a surprising hub for canoeing, kayaking and SUP on the rivers and Lake Michigan. Paddling is a great way to view birds along the shoreline and, if kayaking downtown, a beautiful spot to view the Chicago skyline.




COOLER BY THE LAKE

In spring, summer and early fall, it can be 10 to 15 degrees colder by Lake Michigan than it is a few miles inland. This is because the water’s large mass stays chilled and creates cool breezes that lower lakefront temperatures.



WINDY CITY

Chicago’s nickname refers to verbose politicians, not its climate. The city actually is not that gusty compared to others. Chicago’s average wind speed is 10.5mph, while Boston’s is 12.5mph and Honolulu’s is 11.3mph, to name just a few that out-bluster the Windy City.

The Biggest Bashes


St Patrick’s Day First the local plumbers’ union dyes the Chicago River shamrock green (pouring in a secret, biodegradable coloring), then a big parade follows through downtown. [image: ] March

Chicago Blues Festival It’s the globe’s biggest free blues gathering, with multiple stages in Millennium Park putting on the electrified, minor-key grooves that made Chicago famous. [image: ] June

Pride Parade Join the party of colorful floats and revelers celebrating all things LGBTIQ+. More than 800,000 people pack the route along Broadway and Halsted St in Lake View. [image: ] June

Lollapalooza Some 170 bands – including many A-listers – rock and roll on eight stages in Grant Park during the raucous, sweaty, four-day music extravaganza. [image: ] August

Neighborhood Shindigs


Argyle Lunar New Year Parade Lions dance, firecrackers burst and marching bands bang their gongs during this celebration on the main road in Uptown’s ‘Little Saigon.’ [image: ] January or February

Titan Walls Artists from around the world come to town to paint murals in West Town and the West Loop, with DJs and food vendors adding to the scene. [image: ] August

Bud Billiken Parade A massive lineup of dancers, floats and drill teams strut their stuff along Martin Luther King Jr Dr through Bronzeville and Washington Park. [image: ] August

German-American Oktoberfest It’s like you’re in Munich, except you’re in Lincoln Square drinking lagers in a beer tent to the tune of oompah bands. [image: ] September


I LIVE HERE

SUMMER FUN

Alana Zusis is a Chicago-based photographer and content creator. @alanainwanderland

I love Chicago summer for the sun-soaked days and balmy nights that beckon you to enjoy an endless array of outdoor activities. It’s when all of the beaches, parks, rooftops and music festivals thrum with an unmatched energy. A perfect summer day begins at Green City Market, followed by an afternoon wander through Ping Tom Park, and ends on a rooftop, watching the sunset paint the skyline in molten hues.
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Bud Billiken Parade | Roberto Galan/Shutterstock ©

GETTING WARMER

Chicago’s reputation for extreme cold and snow is a bit outsized. Yes, car-abandoning blizzards did happen in 1967 and 2011, but winters have been warming up in recent years, with 2023–24 being the warmest in almost a century.

Weather through the Year
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JANUARY

Average daytime max: 32°F
Days of rainfall: 2

[image: png]

FEBRUARY

Average daytime max: 36°F
Days of rainfall: 2

[image: png]

MARCH

Average daytime max: 47°F
Days of rainfall: 2
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APRIL

Average daytime max: 59°F
Days of rainfall: 4

[image: png]

MAY

Average daytime max: 71°F
Days of rainfall: 4

[image: png]

JUNE

Average daytime max: 80°F
Days of rainfall: 4

[image: png]

JULY

Average daytime max: 85°F
Days of rainfall: 4

[image: png]

AUGUST

Average daytime max: 83°F
Days of rainfall: 4

[image: png]

SEPTEMBER

Average daytime max: 76°F
Days of rainfall: 3

[image: png]

OCTOBER

Average daytime max: 63°F
Days of rainfall: 3

[image: png]

NOVEMBER

Average daytime max: 48°F
Days of rainfall: 2

[image: png]

DECEMBER

Average daytime max: 37°F
Days of rainfall: 2





GET PREPARED FOR CHICAGO

Useful things to load in your bag, your ears and your brain.


[image: jpg]

Skydeck, Willis Tower | gjpr/Shutterstock ©

Clothes

Layers It can be downright steamy in the heart of summer. Or not. A storm can blow in and drop the temperature fast, so bring a sweater when you head out for the day. Winter can whip up heavy snow and wind, so pack your warmest coat, hat and gloves when visiting November through March.

Shoes You’ll end up walking a lot to explore the city, so comfy shoes are crucial. In winter make sure they’re also warm and waterproof.

Dressy attire The apex of fashion for most men is a pair of khakis and a button-down shirt. Women’s dress is similarly low-key, valuing comfort over high fashion. Even for an evening out, it’s perfectly fine to wear jeans and casual clothes to dinner or the theater.


Manners

Tips They’re expected at table-service restaurants unless your bill specifically says otherwise. At least 20% is customary.

Smoking Don’t smoke in restaurants or bars or on their outdoor patios.

On L trains Don’t block the doors, and keep your phone volume down.

On escalators Stand on the right side, and walk on the left side.




READ

[image: jpg]

The Great Believers (Rebecca Makkai; 2018) Friendship and redemption set against the backdrop of the AIDS crisis in 1980s Chicago.

[image: jpg]

Chicago: A Novel (Brian Doyle; 2016) A young writer chronicles his time in the city hanging out with colorful characters.

[image: jpg]

The Devil in the White City (Erik Larson; 2003) Historical non-fiction novel about a serial killer during the 1893 World’s Fair.

[image: jpg]

The Man with the Golden Arm (Nelson Algren; 1949) National Book Award winner about a drug-addicted kid on Division St.




Words

Here’s a bit of local lingo and pronunciation you might need help with:

Armitage Ave (ar-mi-tij) is the bar-rich road that runs east–west through Lincoln Park, Logan Square and beyond.

Chicago Handshake is an Old Style beer and a shot of Malört liqueur served together.

CTA is the abbreviation for Chicago Transit Authority, the organization responsible for the trains and buses.

Devon Ave (dih-vonn) is the far north street known as Chicago’s ‘International Marketplace.’

Dibs is the technically illegal practice of using lawn chairs, milk crates or other junk to reserve the on-street parking space you shoveled out after a snowstorm.

The L is the train, as in ‘I have to catch the L.’ It’s short for ‘elevated,’ which all tracks were initially. Now trains also run on subway tracks – but it’s still called the L.

LSD is short for Lake Shore Drive, sometimes called ‘the Drive,’ and officially DuSable Lake Shore Drive.

The Lake means Lake Michigan.

Sammich is slang for sandwich.

Slashie is the term for a combination bar/liquor store.

Two-flat is a two-story apartment building that’s common in many Chicago neighborhoods, with one tenant on the 1st floor and another tenant on the 2nd floor.




WATCH

The Bear (Christopher Storer; 2022–present) Luscious shots of Chicago show up in this TV series about a fictional chef.

The Chi (Lena Waithe; 2018–present) TV series about coming of age on the city’s South Side.

Ferris Bueller’s Day Off (John Hughes; 1986) Local icons from Wrigley Field to the Art Institute appear in this beloved comedy.

The Untouchables (Brian De Palma; 1987) Nail-biter about Eliot Ness’ takedown of Al Capone.

The Blues Brothers (John Landis; 1980; pictured) John Belushi and Dan Aykroyd in the cult classic of two bluesmen on the run.
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LISTEN

Yankee Hotel Foxtrot (Wilco; 2002) Chicago’s favorite local band gets noisy and psychedelic through 11 masterful tracks.

Fathers & Sons (Muddy Waters; 1969) Chess Records classic of straightforward blues that turned out to be Muddy’s biggest seller.

Exile in Guyville (Liz Phair; 1993) Lo-fi indie classic that perfectly sums up Chicago’s early alt-rock scene.

Superfly (Curtis Mayfield; 1972) Funky grooves and soulful lyrics garnered from Mayfield’s upbringing in Chicago public housing.







DINING OUT

If you’ve come just for deep dish, you’re doing it wrong. Chicago’s food scene is receiving more recognition but remains criminally underrated.
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For years, epicures wrote off Chicago as a culinary backwater, and for uninitiated eaters, the city is still best known for its greasy and perhaps unsophisticated Midwestern comfort foods: thick casserole-like pizza, Italian beef sandwiches sloppily dripping with jus and hot dogs smothered with neon green relish and other ‘odd’ toppings. Travelers should still seek these Chicago dishes out, but the city’s food scene has expanded well beyond them and includes incredible eats from just about everywhere in the world, as well as creative takes on the city’s culinary classics.

The capital of the ‘Third Coast’ might not have as many Michelin stars as cities in the east or west, but it still has a sizeable stack, and it’s telling that the James Beard Foundation, the ‘Oscars of the food industry’, chooses Chicago to host its annual awards ceremony.

The best part about going for a meal out here is the generally approachable attitude. Many restaurants are reasonably priced and pretension-free, serving masterful food in a come-as-you-are setting.

‘The Bear’ Effect

First released on Hulu in 2022, The Bear is a TV show that follows a high-flying chef who leaves his job in Michelin-starred restaurants to return to his hometown of Chicago and run his family’s Italian beef shop. The show has received huge praise, and the Emmys and Golden Globes have come pouring in. As of 2024, three seasons have been released, and the show has been renewed for a fourth.

Restaurant cameos to look out for include Pequod’s, Kasama, Publican Quality Meats and Ever.

Best Neighborhoods for Eating

The West Loop is the realm of celebrity chefs and Michelin stars, and fantastic eats line up along ‘Restaurant Row’ (Randolph St) and nearby Fulton St. In Logan Square, hot chefs have taken over small storefront spaces, and trendy spots can be found along Milwaukee Ave.

Further afield, Thai and Vietnamese noodle houses steam up the little corridor of Argyle St in Uptown, and 18th St in Pilsen is where Mexican bakeries and taquerias mix with hipster cafes and barbecue joints. Lincoln Square and Ravenswood and Bridgeport and Avondale also harbor wildly creative kitchens.

Chicago Chefs to Know

Grant Achatz made ‘molecular gastronomy’ a culinary catchphrase at three-Michelin-starred Alinea in Lincoln Park. His other hot spots include restaurants Roister and Next and endlessly creative cocktail bar Aviary, all in the West Loop.

Gaining fame as the first woman to win Top Chef, Stephanie Izard can do no wrong. Girl & the Goat and Duck Duck Goat are West Loop landmarks, while Little Goat migrated north to Lake View in 2023.

The son of a Chicago smokehouse and deli owner, Paul Kahan is a classically influenced chef making waves at Dove’s Luncheonette, Publican and Big Star.

John and Karen Shields, the husband-wife team at Smyth, have earned three Michelin stars for their fancy, seasonal comfort food. Much of the produce comes from their farm just 20 miles away.


FESTIVALS & EVENTS

Chicago Restaurant Week Hundreds of eateries offer fixed-price menus for a 17-day ‘week’ in January.

Taste of Chicago This five-day food festival draws hordes for a smorgasbord of international and local goodies, much of it served on a stick.

Apple Fest Families ring in fall with apple delights of all descriptions, including apple pie, apple cider, apple beer and apple doughnuts.

Ravenswood on Tap Beer lovers gather at Malt Row’s breweries for special tappings, live music by local bands and axe throwing.

Mole de Mayo Sample mole sauce made by local restaurant chefs while watching Mexican dancers and lucha libre wrestlers.

Taste of Randolph Randolph St is Chicago’s ‘Restaurant Row’; feast on the best the city has to offer at this June fest.
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Best Chicago Dishes

DEEP-DISH PIZZA

Chicago’s most famous concoction: a thick pie with tons of tomato sauce.

TAVERN PIZZA

The antidote to deep dish: thin-crust pizza cut into squares.

CHICAGO DOG

Vienna beef wiener with a garden of toppings; don’t you dare add ketchup.

ITALIAN BEEF

Thin-sliced roast beef sandwich sopped in gravy and spicy pickled vegetables.

JIBARITO

Puerto Rican steak sandwich that replaces bread with plantain slices.

GYROS

Chicago’s Greektown introduced these meat-stuffed pitas to the United States.

STEAK

The stockyards are long gone, but steakhouses still abound.

MOLECULAR GASTRONOMY

Chicago-based chef Grant Achatz is a leader of this cuisine.







A TASTE OF
CHICAGO’S DIVERSITY

Thanks to a long history of immigration, Chicago is one of the most diverse cities in the USA – and also one of the most segregated. This place is perhaps not a melting pot but a buffet line where you can get your fill of international eats no matter where you go.
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Memories of Europe

According to the census in 1860 and 1870, almost half of Chicago’s residents were born in Europe, and some of the city’s most iconic foods – deep dish pizza and Italian beef sandwiches – have obvious European roots. Little Italy and Greektown have higher than usual concentrations of their respective restaurants, but Chicago’s European enclaves today are scattered, and their traditional neighborhoods hark back to the past through cultural festivals.

In June, Midsommarfest in Andersonville, once a predominantly Swedish quarter, welcomes summer with music and food. Lincoln Square is an old German neighborhood that puts on Maifest in early June to celebrate the community’s heritage with beer-filled steins. The biggest bash of the year is Oktoberfest, when Lincoln Square fills with women in dirndls, men in lederhosen and oompah bands.

From Czech to Chilaquiles

When the Austro-Hungarian Empire was formed in 1867, thousands left the region, and many settled in Chicago, naming their neighborhood Pilsen, after the capital of Bohemia (now Czechia). But neighborhoods never sit still, and decades later, Pilsen became the heart of Mexican life in Chicago.

Today, Latinx residents make up Chicago’s largest minority group (almost 30%). Mural-splashed Pilsen is one of Chicago’s most colorful neighborhoods, and eating at a Mexican taqueria or tamale shop along 18th St is a must.


THE PULL OF HULL-HOUSE

Many 19th- and 20th-century immigrants settled around Hull-House, founded in 1889 and now open as a museum. This former settlement house helped arrivals to Chicago find their feet in their new city by offering radical-for-the-time services including public baths, arts programs, employment assistance, English-language courses, and kindergarten and playgrounds for their children.

In the 1950s and ’60s, bulldozers arrived to clear the area for the University of Illinois Chicago campus and Interstate 90, displacing the diverse communities. Today, Little Italy and Greektown survive nearby, but are a shadow of the bustling neighborhoods they once were.



Asian Eats

War and work have also drawn immigrants – and their delicious food traditions – from across Asia. The city’s Chinatown was established at its current location in the 1910s and still has a bounty of restaurants serving authentic dim sum, dumplings and bubble tea.

In Uptown, Argyle Street is the heart of ‘Little Saigon’. Many residents of the area arrived as refugees from the Vietnam War and subsequently filled the storefronts with spots serving pho. Devon Ave is known as Chicago’s ‘International Marketplace’, and Indian and Pakistani spots dominate its western end. Take your pick from the 30-some restaurants in the half-mile span.

Kasama is the world’s first Michelin-starred Filipino restaurant, and in true Chicago fashion, it’s located in a neighborhood called Ukrainian Village.
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SOUTH TO NORTH TO THE SOUTH SIDE: BLACK CHICAGO

Chicago has long been a home for Black people – in fact, Jean Baptiste Point DuSable, considered the founder of the city, was a Black man born in Haiti to a French father and an enslaved African mother. Today, Chicago has the third-largest Black population in the USA, after New York City and Atlanta.

Between 1915 and the 1970s, about seven million Black people left the rural South in what became known as the Great Migration, the largest mass movement in US history. Chicago played a pivotal role in this population shift, both as an impetus and as a destination. Articles in the Black-owned and nationally circulated Chicago Defender proclaimed the city a workers’ paradise and a place free from the horrors of Southern racism. These lures, coupled with glitzy images of thriving neighborhoods like Bronzeville, inspired thousands to relocate, though of course the reality was not as rosy as promised.

In the early 1900s, Black people made up 2% of Chicago’s population, and by 1970 it had skyrocketed to 33%. Racist real estate practices kept them from buying homes anywhere except for certain South Side communities, and the South Side remains predominantly Black to this day, with numerous Black-owned restaurants, bars and breweries.







BAR OPEN

No matter the season or the reason, Chicagoans love to hang out in the city’s bars and breweries.
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Chicago’s drinking scene is as diverse as the city itself, encompassing watering holes from sticky-floored dives and raucous sports bars to breweries that count Michelin stars among their many accolades.

Thanks to European immigrants and an abundance of agriculture, the Midwest has a lengthy brewing history and Chicago has long been a beer-drinking town. Like other places across the country, Chicago saw an explosion of craft beer breweries through the 2010s, once boasting more than any other US city. Now that these craft breweries are more firmly established, they seek to surprise drinkers through inventive flavors; creative collaborations with other breweries, local chocolate shops and coffee roasters; and upgraded taprooms.

These homegrown collaborations also signal a new interest in sustainability, as brewers and distillers look locally for answers to bigger environmental and industry issues. More makers are sourcing their supplies from around the region and making efforts to reduce water usage, waste and their carbon footprint, producing one-of-a-kind drinks in the process.

Craft Beer Creativity

Founded in 1988, Goose Island is Chicago’s OG craft brewer and the oldest operational brewery in the state. The company was sold to booze conglomerate Anheuser-Busch InBev in 2011, but Chicago’s beer scene has only gotten more diverse since then.

Ravenswood is a particularly excellent neighborhood for visiting hopheads. Half Acre Beer Co is a top destination, pouring curious concoctions such as milk sugar IPAs and chocolate raspberry imperial stouts. Malt Row, a corridor of former factories, is home to seven breweries and a distillery. Cultivate by Forbidden Root is one of Malt Row’s most fascinating, and this ‘botanic brewery’ uses flowers, spices, herbs and roots in its beers.

In Logan Square, Revolution is a stalwart of the scene, pairing its heady IPAs and sours with elevated pub grub. A short walk away, Pilot Project Brewing always features experimental beers as it helps small brewers perfect their product.

Far from just about everything but worth the trip is Marz Community Brewing, known for its oddball creations such as Diliner Weiss (with fresh dill) and Paczki Stout (with cocoa nibs and lactose).

That Homegrown Spirit

Chicago’s distilleries are also emphasizing regional ingredients and only-in-Chicago flavors. A father-daughter team operates Rhine Hall Distillery, which specializes in fruit brandies and sources the apples, cherries, plums and other ingredients from the Great Lakes region.

The sleek tasting room at CH Distillery would never give away the fact that it also produces Malört, Chicago’s unique liqueur that’s famous for tasting awful. Carl Jeppson, a Swedish immigrant who moved to Chicago in the 1880s, marketed Malört as medicinal bitters during Prohibition. Today, practically every bar in town stocks it, and drinkers have described it variously as the flavor of pencil shavings, canal water, cleaning fluid and sweaty socks. (Its flavor comes from wormwood.) Downing a shot is a right of passage, often in the form of a Chicago Handshake: a shot of Malört with an Old Style beer.


NEED TO KNOW

Opening Hours

Bars are generally open from 5pm to 2am (3am on Saturdays), and some are licensed until 4am (5am on Saturdays). Some close on Mondays and Tuesdays.

Tipping

At least 20% of the bill or a minimum of $1 per drink ($2 per drink for specialty cocktails). Calculate the amount to tip on the subtotal (ie before tax).

Showing ID

You must be at least 21 years old to drink, and you will be asked for ID. Some bartenders and bouncers will turn you away if you have a non-US driver’s license, so bring your passport.

Cash or Card

Most drinking establishments accept cards, but some smaller neighborhood joints are cash only. These spots often have an ATM (that charges fees) inside.



[image: jpg]

Revolution | PICTOR PICTURES/Shutterstock ©


Lonely Planet’s Top Choices

AVIARY

Molecular gastronomy meets the liquor cabinet with award-winning results.

SCOFFLAW

Sip small-batch gins mixed into gimlets, martinis and more by the fireplace.

HALF ACRE BEER CO

Destination brewery pouring unusual flavors that have garnered a cult following.

SPARROW

Cuban-inspired lounge tucked inside an art-deco apartment building.

MOODY TONGUE

Its ‘culinary brewing’ was the first of its kind to win Michelin stars.

VIOLET HOUR

Unmarked speak-easy serving ward-winning seasonal cocktails.

MONK’S PUB

Dimly lit beer cave with a whopping 200 international beers.

TEN CAT TAVERN

Beloved neighbor-hood bar with pool tables, local art and a beer garden.







SHOWTIME

Chicago is a performing arts capital of the world. Whether it’s Broadway-caliber theater, Saturday Night Live–level comedy, an intimate concert, a world-famous music festival or a symphony in the park that’s on your travel bucket list, you can experience the best the world has to offer here.
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Theater & Dance

You’ll find Chicago’s vibrant theater district in the Loop, the city’s downtown business district. Chicago is home to about 250 venues and five Tony Award–winning theater companies. Chicago venues such as the Nederlander Theatre and the Cadillac Palace Theatre offer a chance to preview Broadway. Several of the city’s theaters are set up like Broadway stages, making them ideal locations to try out Broadway shows before they debut in New York. The Auditorium Theatre frequently hosts dance performances, including from the local Joffrey Ballet.

Comedy Clubs

Chicago is the birthplace of improv and a pivotal stop for up-and-coming comedic talent. Improv made its debut at the Second City in Old Town, a training ground for comedians including Tina Fey, Steve Carell, Bill Murray, Stephen Colbert, John Belushi, Jim Belushi and Dan Aykroyd. See tomorrow’s biggest stars perform there, try a drop-in comedy class or head across the street to Zanies. Another popular comedy club, the Laugh Factory, is in Lakeview.

Live Music

From intimate performances to block-buster concerts, Chicago is one of the best places in the world to see live music. The biggest names play Soldier Field, Wrigley Field, the United Center, and festivals like Lollapalooza. There are several smaller venues across the city, including the iconic Chicago Theatre – the first large, lavish movie theater in the US – in the Loop, Thalia Hall in Pilsen and Lincoln Hall in Lincoln Park. Experience the Chicago Blues at Kingston Mines in Lincoln Park, or take in a concert or classical music performance in Millennium Park. Catch live jazz at the Green Mill in Uptown or Andy’s Jazz Club near the DuSable Bridge. See a show at the intimate 250-seat City Winery in Fulton Market, or check out a rock band at Schubas Tavern in Lakeview.

Festivals

Summer in Chicago means musical festival season, and this city puts on shows worth traveling for. The Chicago Blues Festival is in June each year, and the Chicago Jazz Festival happens over September’s Labor Day weekend. Pitchfork in July, Lollapalooza in August, Riot Fest in September and Sueños reggaeton festival in May are highlights.


THEY’RE FROM HERE…

Robin Williams Comedian and actor born in Chicago.

Harrison Ford Actor born in Chicago and raised in the Chicago suburbs.

Nat King Cole Jazz musician who lived in Bronzeville.

Quincy Jones Legendary record producer raised in Bronzeville.

Chance the Rapper Singer, songwriter and record producer from West Chatham.

Jennifer Hudson Singer, actress and American Idol contestant raised in Englewood.

Wilco Alternative rock band founded in Chicago in 1994.

John Belushi Actor and comedian born in Humboldt Park; Second City alum.

Jim Belushi Actor and comedian born in suburban Chicago; Second City alum.

Hannibal Buress Comedian born and raised in Austin.




	
ENTERTAINMENT BY NEIGHBORHOOD


	
The Loop
	
For Broadway shows and dance performances. Millennium and Grant parks for summer concerts, jazz and blues festivals.


	
Near North & Navy Pier
	
House of Blues for concerts; Andy’s Jazz Club and Tortoise Supper Club for live jazz.


	
Lincoln Park
	
Kingston Mines for blues; Lincoln Hall and Park West for concerts and live performances; Second City or Zanies for improv.


	
Lakeview
	
Schubas Tavern and the Vic Theatre for live music; Laugh Factory for improv.


	
Uptown
	
The Green Mill for live jazz; Aragon Bank Ballroom and Riviera Theatre for concerts.


	
Wicker Park & Ukrainian Village
	
Wild Hare & Singing Armadillo Frog Sanctuary for reggae and Caribbean food; the Hideout for concerts; Subterranean for two intimate live performance spaces hosting burlesque, live music and open mic hip hop; Empty Bottle for grunge.


	
Logan Square
	
Lincoln Lodge for improv; Concord Hall for concerts; live music with no cover charge at the Whistler, a random venue hidden behind a window of rotating art installations on Milwaukee Ave.


	
Near West Side
	
United Center for concerts.


	
Pilsen
	
Thalia Hall for concerts.


	
South Side
	
Chicago Hip Hop Heritage Museum In Bronzeville; Museum of Post Punk & Industrial Music in Bridgeport.








SHOP

Chicago is one of the best shopping destinations in the US – the retail options here are as varied as the city’s 77 neighborhoods. There are high-end designer enclaves, streets lined with artisan boutiques, retail curiosities, suburban outlet malls and flagship stores for several of the world’s best-known brands.
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Chicago’s shopping scene is best known for the Magnificent Mile, a 1.3-mile stretch of Michigan Ave that’s lined with luxury boutiques, high-end department stores and classic American brand names. But it can be worth it to venture beyond this strip. Head south of the Chicago River to State St to experience the most beautiful Macy’s store in the world, an eight-story structure with a Tiffany ceiling that shimmers over the cosmetics department. Hit Wicker Park and Bucktown for thrift shopping, vintage gems and record stores. Shop for books, locally designed clothing and local art in Andersonville, Hyde Park and Pilsen, and find souvenirs your friends, family and future self will love across the city.

Luxury Shopping

There’s no shortage of luxury shopping experiences in Chicago. You’ll find high-end names including Patek Philippe, Giorgio Armani, Hermès and Cartier clustered around Oak St and N Michigan Ave, the top of the Magnificent Mile. Head south on Michigan Ave for high-end department stores Neiman Marcus, Bloomingdale’s, Saks Fifth Avenue and Nordstrom, as well as Ferragamo, Burberry, Tiffany & Co, Dolce & Gabbana, Balenciaga and the world’s largest Ralph Lauren store. For shopping in inclement weather, base yourself at 900 N Michigan Ave where you’ll find Bloomingdale’s, Gucci, Sur La Table and Montblanc under one roof. There’s also a Topgolf Swing Suite and a Tumi store, should you need to purchase extra luggage.

Chicago Gifts

If you can’t bring them with you, take a piece of Chicago back for them. Pick up a tin of Chicago Mix popcorn from the Garrett Popcorn Co on Michigan Ave or at Chicago O’Hare. Pick up L train–themed T-shirts and posters at Transit Tees in Wicker Park, and look for mugs and handmade items from local artisans at Neighborly, a few doors down. Chicago museums have great gift shops – the Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago History Museum and Griffin Museum of Science & Industry have some of the best.

Vintage Shopping

If your specialty is finding vintage treasure, you’re going to want to spend some time on Milwaukee Ave in Wicker Park and Bucktown. This area is home to a collection of the city’s leading clothing and accessory resellers, including outposts from Crossroads Trading, Ragstock and Buffalo Exchange. You’ll find a handful of vintage stores along W 18th St in Pilsen and a few more in Hyde Park. Every June, the city hosts Chicago Vintage Fest, which draws about 100 vintage shops and local artisans to Logan Square for a street festival.

Record Stores

Chicago is an excellent destination for record collectors. Reckless Records and Shuga Records are popular local chains, and Dorian’s is a record shop in Wicker Park with a speakeasy cocktail bar.


BEST INDEPENDENT SHOPS

L1 Retail Store, Washington Park Creative business accelerator and retail store inside Chicago’s historic first L station.

Women & Children First, Andersonville One of the largest feminist bookstores in the country.

Transistor, Roscoe Village One-of-a-kind store that’s part gallery, part vinyl emporium and part gift shop.

All She Wrote, Lincoln Park A cute stationery shop with thoughtful cards and gifts.

Kokorokoko, Wicker Park A retail ode to ’80s and ’90s fashion and culture.

Transit Tees, Wicker Park Locally produced, locally inspired T-shirts, posters, gifts and souvenirs.

Stumble & Relish, Evanston Little gifts and souvenirs to stumble over and relish, many of them made by local artisans.

POSH, River North Vintage china and European flea market finds. There’s always something new to shop.




	
SHOPPING BY NEIGHBORHOOD



	
The Loop
	
An eight-level Macy’s, fine jewelry, clothing and shoe stores.


	
Near North
	
The Magnificent Mile, high-end department stores, clothing retailers and well-known brand names.


	
Gold Coast
	
Designer labels, high-end watches and jewelry.


	
Lincoln Park
	
Clothing, shoes, accessories and gift shops.


	
Old Town
	
High-end consignment shopping, local art during the Old Town Art Fair.


	
Lakeview
	
Thrift shopping, comic books, boutiques and gifts.


	
Wrigleyville
	
Chicago Cubs memorabilia.


	
Andersonville
	
Vintage shops, bookstores, independent boutiques, clothing and gift shops.


	
Wicker Park & Bucktown
	
Vintage shops, record stores, popular clothing retailers and independent boutiques.


	
West Loop
	
Trendy high-end clothing boutiques, gift shops, skincare, bridal.








TRIP PLANNER

BLUEPRINT OF THE CITY: CHICAGO’S ARCHITECTURE

High-flying architecture is everywhere in Chicago, the birthplace of the skyscraper. The city’s prairie roots shine through too, in Frank Lloyd Wright’s horizontal lines as long as the Midwestern horizon. The 1871 Great Chicago Fire left a blank slate and sparked an architectural revolution, and the city has been a hotbed for innovative architecture ever since.
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Rising from the Ashes

Though the 1871 fire – which set ablaze more than 17,000 buildings and a third of the city – didn’t seem like an opportunity at the time, it made Chicago what it is today. The chance to reshape the city drew young, ambitious architects including Dankmar Adler, Daniel Burnham, John Root and Louis Sullivan. These men saw the scorched downtown as a sandbox for innovation. Using steel frames and elevators, their pinnacle achievement was the skyscraper. Though tiny compared to the cloud-grazing heights reached today, the 10-story Home Insurance Building, completed in 1885, is considered the world’s first skyscraper. Sadly, it no longer stands, as it was demolished in 1931.

Chicago’s first generation of skyscrapers, including the Auditorium Theatre, Rookery and Monadnock Building, is so notable that they’ve been submitted to UNESCO for a World Heritage listing.


CHICAGO ARCHITECTURE CENTER

The Chicago Architecture Center is the keeper of the city’s architectural flame. Its premises on E Wacker Dr, in a boxy building designed by Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, contains a few excellent galleries, but the main reason to visit is to join one of its fantastic architecture tours that take in Chicago’s magnificent structures by foot, train, bus or boat. The tours cater to every kind of architectural interest, from art-deco skyscrapers or Tiffany glass and mosaics in the Loop to deep dives into further-flung neighborhoods. Many tours run year-round, but more niche topics are reserved for the warmer months only.



Inside Looking Out

Frank Lloyd Wright, a protégé of Louis Sullivan, endowed Chicago with its most distinctive style: the Prairie School, considered the first uniquely American form of architecture. These buildings sought to mirror their place in the plains, emphasizing the horizontal over the vertical with long, low roof lines and rows of windows that seamlessly connect indoor spaces with the outdoors. To blend in with the landscape visually, natural materials such as brick, limestone and stucco were often used. Wright called this ‘organic architecture’, inspired by and aiming to exist harmoniously with nature.

Of all the Prairie-style houses by Wright’s hand, Robie House on Chicago’s South Side is the most dramatic and successful, with a 20ft cantilevered roof and 175 art glass windows with a geometric wheat stalk design.

See for more on Frank Lloyd Wright.

The White City

Despite so much forward-looking and locally focused architecture, the buildings constructed for the 1893 World’s Exposition, the first Chicago World’s Fair, were a salute to a foreign past. Beaux arts, named for the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris, took after a French fad that stressed antiquity. The style mixes classical Roman and Greek elements, such as stately columns, cornices and facades crowded with statuary.

Burnham was the master planner behind the World’s Fair’s grand whitewashed buildings, nicknamed the ‘White City’. The Palace of Fine Arts, now the Griffin Museum of Science & Industry, is the only survivor, but beaux arts became Chicago’s dominant architectural paradigm for the next two decades, evidenced in some of the city’s best-known civic landmarks, including the Art Institute of Chicago and the Chicago Cultural Center.


KEY CHICAGO ARCHITECTS

Daniel Burnham (1846–1912) Architect of the 1893 World’s Fair and a champion of the beaux arts and City Beautiful movements. His 1909 Plan of Chicago is a foundational document of American urban planning.

Louis Sullivan (1856–1924) Chicago’s architectural founding father and a revolutionary of steel-frame high-rises. He mentored a young Frank Lloyd Wright at his firm and is credited with the phrase ‘form follows function’.

Frank Lloyd Wright (1867–1959) One of the USA’s most notable architects, Wright catapulted the Prairie style to global renown and coined the term ‘organic architecture’.

Marion Mahony Griffin (1871–1961) The first woman licensed to practice architecture in Illinois and a founding member of the Prairie School made famous by Frank Lloyd Wright – she was an early hire at his practice.

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe (1886–1969) His ‘less is more’ motto and simple, boxy designs created the image of modern skyscrapers. He worked as the final director of the Bauhaus before fleeing the Nazis and becoming the head of architecture at the Illinois Institute of Technology.

Jeanne Gang (1964–) Her rippling skyscrapers have made her an international star in the 21st century. Gang’s Aqua Tower was the tallest female-designed structure when it was finished in 2009, only to be surpassed by St Regis Chicago, which is also her work.



Back in Shapes

After the decline in popularity of beaux arts, Chicago’s architects found inspiration from another French movement: art deco. Instead of classical columns and statues, it took on sharp angles, geometric elements, reflective surfaces and a modern palette of black, silver and green.

The 1929 Carbide & Carbon Building, designed by Burnham’s two sons, now houses the Pendry hotel. The building has a unique polished black granite and green terracotta exterior that’s topped with a gold-leaf accented crown, supposedly designed to look like a foil-wrapped champagne bottle. Another downtown deco landmark is the 1930 Chicago Board of Trade, which remained the city’s tallest skyscraper until 1965 when the Richard J Daley Center opened.

Less is More

Chicago once again led the architectural world in the 1950s thanks to German immigrant Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, a pioneer of modern architecture. As the final director of the Bauhaus, he drafted buildings in Europe alongside fellow German innovator Walter Gropius and Swiss-French modernist Le Corbusier before fleeing the Nazis for the United States. Under Mies’ direction, the steel frame that revolutionized Chicago’s skyline once again became seminal, though it was now no longer hidden on the inside of walls.

Mies’ guiding philosophy was ‘less is more’, and Chicago’s skyscrapers from this era are all about exposed metal and glass. His masterpiece is the Chicago Federal Center, made up of the Kluczynski Federal Building and the Dirksen Federal Building, which demonstrate the open, universal spaces and starkly minimalist vertical I-beams he favored.
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Renew & Reuse

In the last half of the 20th century, the Chicago architectural partnership of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill came to dominate the cityscape. Further developing Mies’ ideas, they stretched the modern skyscraper even higher with the John Hancock Center (now known as 875 N Michigan Ave in 1970, and again in 1973 with the Sears Tower, which kept its crown as the world’s tallest building for almost a quarter century. Now called the Willis Tower, it remained the USA’s tallest building until 2013.

So far, the 21st century has been marked by architectural triumphs including Millennium Park and Frank Gehry’s sculpted steel Pritzker Pavilion, while more projects seek to revitalize abandoned and forgotten industrial structures and waterways. The Wild Mile, once an industrial shipping canal used by barges moving lumber, grain and coal, is now the world’s first floating ecopark, with wheelchair-accessible boardwalks and a public kayak launch. Fully opened in 2023, Salt Shed is an indoor-outdoor music venue in the former Morton Salt packaging warehouse.


ARCHITECTURE TOURS & EVENTS

Architecture boat tour Boat tours are the most popular way to see the city. Most run several times daily from April to November. The Chicago Architecture Center (architecture.org) does the best job, but other companies offer similar tours from the docks at Michigan Ave.

Chicago Architecture Biennial This three-and-a-half-month event (chicagoarchitecturebiennial.org) is the biggest exhibition of architecture and design in North America. Free exhibitions, tours and public programs of avant-garde ideas and projects in progress are put on every two years; the next are in 2025 and 2027.

Open House Chicago For one weekend in mid-October, the Chicago Architecture Center coordinates free tours of some 175 architectural gems around the city, many normally off-limits to the public (openhousechicago.org).

Self-guided audio tours The local public TV station offers a great, free audio tour of downtown architecture along the river (interactive.wttw.com/chicago-river-tour/audio-tour). VoiceMap (voicemap.me/tour/chicago) has an excellent selection of paid-for app-based audio tours.
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Must-See Chicago Buildings

WILLIS TOWER

Chicago’s tallest skyscraper rises 1450ft into the heavens, with glass-floored views from the 103rd floor.

Tribune Tower

This neogothic cloud-poker is inlaid with stones from the Taj Mahal, the Parthenon and more.

Aqua Tower

Architect Jeanne Gang’s 82-story beauty has won numerous awards for its dramatic wavy design.

875 N Michigan Ave

Formerly known as the John Hancock Center and once the second-tallest building in the world.

Marina City

These twin corncob towers were completed in 1968 and look like something from a Jetsons cartoon.

Kluczynski Federal Building

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe’s boxy metal-and-glass skyscraper.

Robie House

Frank Lloyd Wright’s Prairie-style masterpiece is one of America’s most significant 20th-century buildings.







TRIP PLANNER

LGBTIQ+ CHICAGO

Chicago is one of the most vibrant cities in the US for gay culture. It’s also one of the most welcoming places in the world for LGBTIQ+ travelers, home to the world’s oldest gayborhood and the country’s first gay rights organization. It’s a place of pride all year long, especially in these neighborhoods.
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Pride Parade | Dominique Robinson/Shutterstock ©

Boystown

Boystown, also known as Northalsted and East Lakeview, is the oldest gayborhood in the US. This is where you’ll find the Legacy Project, a collection of 20 giant rainbow pylons lining North Halsted St between Belmont Ave and Grace St. It’s a great place to catch a drag show or to dine and drink at LGBTIQ-owned bars and restaurants. Have Sunday brunch at Drew’s on Halsted, catch a drag show at Roscoe’s Tavern or enjoy a tableside drag performance at the Kit Kat Lounge and Supper Club. Boystown is a hub for Pride celebrations in June. There are several gay clubs located along N Halsted St, and there’s a memorial AIDS Garden located just south of Belmont Harbor.

Andersonville

Andersonville is a northern Chicago neighborhood with Swedish roots and a feminist streak. It’s a hub for the lesbian community and known for its independently owned bookshops, restaurants, bars and boutiques. Check out Nobody’s Darling, a Black queer woman-owned cocktail bar that’s especially popular among lesbians, and Midsommarfest, a free neighborhood festival held each June.

Rogers Park

Learn everything you’ve ever wanted to about the leather lifestyle at the Leather Archives & Museum, an adults-only venue celebrating leather, kink and fetishism. The museum’s collection includes erotic art and records from LGBTIQ+ activists, artists and organizations. Or dive into LGBTIQ+ history at the Gerber/Hart Library and Archives, where you’ll find the largest collection of LGBTIQ+ books and historical items in the Midwest.


WHEN TO GO

Chicago’s gayest party of the year is Pride Month in June, which culminates with one of the largest pride parades in the country. The parade starts on Broadway and Montrose in Uptown and heads south through Boystown before ending in Lincoln Park. Other events include Chicago Pride Fest, a two-day party bringing more than 100,000 people to the streets of Boystown about a week before the parade; Pride in the Park, a two-day music festival in Grant Park; Navy Pier Pride, which includes Story Time with Drag Queens at the Chicago Children’s Museum; and Back Lot Bash, a three-day Andersonville event that celebrates women and includes an outdoor music festival.



Uptown

Immerse yourself in arts and culture. Catch a show at Pride Arts Center, check out some art-deco and Prairie School architecture or experience Chicago drag at the Baton Show Lounge. Stop by the former home of Margaret Anderson at 837 West Ainslie St. Anderson was a lesbian who in 1914 founded a literary magazine that was among the first outlets to publish legendary writers including Ezra Pound, TS Eliot, WB Yeats, Ernest Hemingway and James Joyce. Anderson’s The Little Review once rejected The Great Gatsby author F Scott Fitzgerald.
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Northalsted/Boystown | D Guest Smith/Shutterstock ©


HOW TO EXPERIENCE GAY CHICAGO

Old Town was once the heart of Chicago’s gay and lesbian communities. It’s where Henry Gerber, a German immigrant, founded the first gay rights group in the US.

His home at 1710 N Crilly Court was raided and Gerber was arrested in 1924 after he published a gay rights newsletter. But by the 1930s underground gay culture was thriving in Chicago. In 1961 Illinois became the first US state to abolish sodomy laws, and in 1979, Illinois granted gay and lesbian communities social equality under the law. Stop by Crilly Court to see the house where Gerber lived as he was changing history.

Or raise a glass at the Closet, an unpretentious bar that opened in 1978 and is one of the city’s oldest. It’s especially popular among lesbians, but karaoke nights bring everyone out.

Head to Rogers Park to Touché, a neighborhood leather bar that’s been in business since 1977 and frequently hosts theme nights. It’s just a few steps to Jackhammer, where you can dance on the patio, play pool or make new friends over a game of darts.

If you’re looking to dance the night away under lasers and fog, try Hydrate, which brings top DJs from around the world to Chicago, or Sidetrack, where Sunday Fundays feature show tunes and a late-night dance party.







TRIP PLANNER

SPECTATOR SPORTS

Chicagoans are rabid sports fans. Get to know the city’s teams and you’ll make friends wherever you go in town. Cheering on the Bears, Cubs, Bulls or others at a game practically makes you a local. Who knows, maybe you’ll find yourself slathering on some team-colored body paint.
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Football

Once upon a time, the Chicago Bears were one of the most revered National Football League (NFL) franchises, known for their teeth-gnashing toughness and legendary defense. They still ignite lots of fervor and are the city’s most popular team, though it has been decades since they’ve been sustained winners. They play outdoors at Soldier Field.

Baseball

Chicago’s two baseball teams inspire a diehard rivalry: the Cubs are the more moneyed North Side squad, while the White Sox are the blue-collar, working-class team on the South Side. Both have had great success in recent years. But then again, both have sucked in recent years, too. Usually, one team is up when the other is down. The Cubs are the more popular of the two, thanks to the charm of their ballpark, Wrigley Field. The Sox play at less evocative but more affordable Guaranteed Rate Field.

Basketball

The fabled Bulls under superstar Michael Jordan were a dynasty that won six National Basketball Association (NBA) championships between 1991 and 1998. They helped popularize the NBA around the world. Since then the team, which plays at United Center, has never quite recaptured the magic, but they still draw mighty crowds.

The Sky, the women’s NBA team, play at small Wintrust Arena on the Near South Side. Crowds are less than those of the Bulls, but the atmosphere is charged and it’s fun to be closer to the action.


WHEN TO GO

Whenever you arrive in Chicago, at least one of its pro teams will be in action. Here’s a guide to their seasons. Post-season play can add a month.

Fire (men’s soccer) March through October at Soldier Field

Red Stars (women’s soccer) March through October at SeatGeek Stadium

Cubs (baseball) April through September at Wrigley Field

White Sox (baseball) April through September at Guaranteed Rate Field

Sky (women’s basketball) May through September at Wintrust Arena

Bears (football) September through January at Soldier Field

Bulls (men’s basketball) October through April at United Center

Blackhawks (hockey) October through April at United Center



Hockey

The Blackhawks dwell beneath the Bears, Bulls and baseball teams in overall popularity, but they have the most hardcore fans. Games are raucous, ear-splitting affairs at the United Center.

Soccer

The Fire, Chicago’s Major League Soccer (MLS) squad, flies under the radar compared to the other pro teams. They haven’t excelled in recent years and they don’t have any superstar players, so they tend to be largely ignored by the mainstream media. They kick at Soldier Field.

The women’s pro team, the Red Stars, are relative newcomers to the city pantheon. They play in suburban SeatGeek Stadium.
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ESSENTIAL SPECTATOR SPORT STRATEGIES

Buying Tickets

• For all teams, buy tickets directly from their websites or stadium box offices or via ticket reseller StubHub (stubhub.com).

• In general, Bears ticket prices are highest, followed by Bulls, Blackhawks, Cubs, Fire, Sky, Sox and Red Stars.

Entering Venues

• Rules vary by sports arena about what you can bring in, but typically you’re only allowed a purse or small bag (no backpacks). You’ll go through a security line where bags are checked.

Finding a Sports Bar

• No tickets? No problem. Go to a bar to watch the game. Look for the following to find a classic one: an Old Style or Hamm’s beer sign swinging out front; a well-worn dartboard and/or pool table inside; patrons wearing ballcaps with the Chicago teams’ logos; and, of course, TVs showing local sports.

Talking a Good Game

Mention any of these names to bond with fellow fans.

Michael Jordan Bulls great who ended his career of 15 seasons with the highest per-game scoring average in NBA history.

Walter Payton Bears great who is ranked second on the NFL all-time rushing list.

Ernie Banks Known as ‘Mr Cub’, he was the National League’s most valuable player twice (1958 and ‘59) and a 14-time All-Star.







CHICAGO

THE GUIDE

Chapters in this section are organised by hubs and their surrounding areas. We see the hub as your base in the destination, where you’ll find unique experiences, local insights, insider tips and expert recommendations. It’s also your gateway to the surrounding area, where you’ll see what and how much you can do from there.



The Loop

Near North & Navy Pier

Gold Coast

Lincoln Park & Old Town

Lake View & Wrigleyville

Andersonville, Uptown & Edgewater

Lincoln Square & Ravenswood

Wicker Park, Bucktown & Ukrainian Village

Logan Square & Humboldt Park

West Loop & Near West Side

Pilsen & Near South Side

Hyde Park & South Side

Day Trips from Chicago

Where to Stay
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NEIGHBORHOODS AT A GLANCE

Find the neighborhoods that tick all your boxes.
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The Loop
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CHICAGO’S CENTER OF ACTION

The Loop, which takes its name from the elevated train tracks that encircle its busy streets, is Chicago’s financial and historic heart. Several big-ticket attractions are here, set amid the steely skyscrapers.
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Buckingham Fountain, Grant Park | elesi/Shutterstock ©

You’ll certainly spend time in the neighborhood, whether it’s to check out the masterpiece-laden Art Institute, to see a show in the neon-lit Theater District or to romp in the city’s favorite playgrounds. These include Millennium Park, the sculpture-dotted patch next door to the Art Institute, and Grant Park, the huge green buffer between the skyscrapers and Lake Michigan. Both host music galore, especially in summer, when everything from Blues Fest to Lollapalooza to the Grant Park Orchestra fill the air for the masses.

The Loop’s architecture is also something to see. As you’re walking around beneath the thundering L trains, it’s hard to know what to gaze up at first. The stratospheric, glass-floored Willis Tower? Frank Lloyd Wright’s airy Rookery? A wind-in-your-hair tour on one of the ubiquitous river boats is a popular way to get the lowdown.

For orientation purposes, the Chicago River forms the Loop’s north and west boundaries. Lake Michigan sets the eastern boundary. The Loop proper is the area north of the elevated tracks’ circle at Van Buren St. The more residential South Loop then stretches south of this (though the Loop/South Loop border is an ongoing matter of dispute among locals).

The Loop has always been Chicago’s core, with people first settling at the river’s mouth. In 1803 Fort Dearborn went up where Michigan Ave and Wacker Dr intersect today. Those early residents would be awed by the forest of steel and stone that has since risen all around. The Loop remains the city’s main business district and bustles with office workers on weekdays. But by 9pm or so it clears out. Only a smattering of bars and restaurants – mainly those near the theaters or in hotels – stay open late in the evening.

[image: jpg]
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Don’t Miss…

ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO

Admire color-swirled Monets, Renoirs and one very large Seurat, plus miniature rooms.

MILLENNIUM PARK

Enjoy interactive public artworks by day and stellar concerts by night, all free.

WILLIS TOWER

Step onto the ledge of Chicago’s tallest building and peer a loonnngggg way down.

CHICAGO ARCHITECTURE CENTER

Gape at the sky-high ingenuity on display via a tour by boat or on foot.

CHICAGO CULTURAL CENTER

Pop in to see free art exhibitions, films and the world’s largest Tiffany glass dome.

RIVERWALK

A whole other world of boats, cafes and people-watching plazas exists below the bridges.




TOP TIP

At least two weeks in advance of your visit, book a tour with Chicago Greeter (chicagogreeter.com). A local will take you on a personal two- to four-hour walk customized by theme (architecture, history etc) or neighborhood. It’s totally free, and the greeters adhere to a strict no-tipping policy.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Chicago Cultural Center

2Willis Tower

SIGHTS

3120 N LaSalle St

4Blackstone Hotel

5Carbide & Carbon Building

6Center for Native Futures

7Chicago Board of Trade

(see 2)Color Factory

8Couch Alley

9Daley Plaza

10Dirksen Federal Building

11Fine Arts Building

12Flamingo

13Four Seasons

14Harold Washington Library Center

15Jetty

16Kluczynski Federal Building

17Marquette Building

18Marshall Field Building

19McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum

20Medieval Torture Museum

21Miró’s Chicago

22Monadnock Building

23Money Museum

24Moose Bubble-gum Bubble Mural

25Muddy Waters Mural

26Museum of Contemporary Photography

27Museum of Illusions

28Palmer House Hilton

29Riverwalk

30Rookery

31Second Franklin Building

32Stop Telling Women to Smile Mural

33Sullivan Center

34Sullivan Center Alley

35The Picasso

36Transportation Building

37Trustees System Service Building

ACTIVITIES

38Chicago Electric Boat Co

SLEEPING

39Buckingham Hotel

40citizenM Chicago Downtown

41Hampton Inn Chicago Downtown/N Loop

42HI-Chicago

43Virgin Hotel

EATING

44Art of Pizza

45Bar Mar

46BienMeSabe Arepa Bar

47Dearborn

48Devil Dawgs

49Exchequer Restaurant & Pub

50Gage

51Goddess & the Baker

52Hanabusa Cafe

53Italian Village

54Lou Malnati’s

55Native Foods Cafe

56Oasis Cafe

57Petterino’s

58Pizano’s

59Revival Food Hall

60Washington Hall

DRINKING

61Berghoff

62Brando’s Speakeasy

63Chicago Brewhouse

64Cindy’s

65City Winery Riverwalk

66Elephant & Castle

67Good Funk

68Hero Coffee Bar

69Intelligentsia

70Kasey’s Tavern

71LH Rooftop

(see 64)Milk Room

72Miller’s Pub

73Monk’s Pub

74Raised

ENTERTAINMENT

75Auditorium Theatre

76Buddy Guy’s Legends

77Cadillac Palace Theatre

78Chicago Symphony Orchestra

79Chicago Theatre

80CIBC Theatre

81Civic Opera House

82Goodman Theatre

(see 88)Hot Tix

83Jazz Showcase

84Lion Theatre

(see 57)Magic Parlour

85Nederlander Theatre

86Sundays on State

87Teatro ZinZanni

SHOPPING

88Block 37

89Reckless Records

(see 31)Sandmeyer’s Bookstore





TOP SIGHT
Millennium Park

Chicago’s showpiece green space shines with whimsical public art. Where to start amid the mod designs? Perhaps Pritzker Pavilion, Frank Gehry’s swooping silver band shell. Jaume Plensa’s Crown Fountain, with its human gargoyles. Anish Kapoor’s silvery sculpture Cloud Gate (aka ‘the Bean’). Or maybe someplace away from the crowds, like the veiled Lurie Garden, abloom with prairie flowers.
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Pritzker Pavilion | stevegeer/Getty Images ©


PRACTICALITIES

Scan this QR code for opening hours.
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Don’t Miss

Skyline photo with the Bean

Getting wet in Crown Fountain

Concert and picnic at Pritzker Pavilion

Lurie Garden walk

Winter ice-skating

Morning yoga on the lawn

Views from the BP Bridge



The Magic Bean

The park’s biggest draw is ‘the Bean’ – officially titled Cloud Gate – Anish Kapoor’s 110-ton, silver-drop sculpture. It reflects both the sky and the skyline, and everyone clamors around to take a picture and to touch its silvery smoothness. Good vantage points for photos are at the sculpture’s northern and southern ends. For great people-watching, go up the stairs on Washington St, where there are shaded benches.

The Bean wasn’t always so well loved. Kapoor was still polishing and grinding the 168 stainless-steel plates that comprise the sculpture when the city first showed it to the public in 2004. The surface was supposed to be seamless – and it is now. But it wasn’t then, and soon after its debut, it went back under wraps. It didn’t re-emerge until 2006.

To keep the Bean gleaming, park staff hose it down with water and squeegee it daily. Twice a year it gets a thorough cleaning with 40 gallons of liquid detergent.
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Crown Fountain

Jaume Plensa’s Crown Fountain is another crowd-pleaser. Its two 50ft-high glass-block towers contain video displays that flash a thousand different faces. The people shown are all native Chicagoans and they all agreed to strap into Plensa’s special dental chair, where he immobilized their heads for filming. Each mug puckers up and spurts water, just like the gargoyles atop Notre Dame Cathedral. A fresh set of non-puckering faces appears in winter, when the fountain is dry.

On hot days the fountain crowds with locals splashing in the streams to cool off. Kids especially love it. Bring a towel to dry off.


Grant Park Orchestra

Locals flock to Pritzker Pavilion for the free Wednesday, Friday and Saturday classical concerts. They’re a summertime tradition. The orchestra started in the 1930s, playing in Grant Park in the early days, hence the name. You might hear Tchaikovsky concertos or Schumann symphonies or famous film scores. Check program information at grantparkmusicfestival.com.



Pritzker Pavilion

Millennium Park’s acoustically awesome band shell, Pritzker Pavilion, was designed by architect Frank Gehry, who gave it his trademark swooping silver exterior. Supposedly it’s inspired by gefilte fish, a classic Jewish dish that as a child Gehry watched his grandma make every week; he was struck by the fish’s shape and movement before she hacked it to death. The pipes that crisscross over the lawn are threaded with speakers, so that’s where the sound comes from.

The pavilion hosts free concerts at 6:30pm several nights weekly (at 7:30pm on Saturdays) from mid-June through August. The lineup is typically R&B, jazz or world music performers on Monday and Thursday, and classical music on Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. On Tuesday, movies are beamed onto the huge screen on stage. Seats are available up close in the pavilion (arrive early for these), or you can sit on the grassy Great Lawn that unfurls behind.


For all shows – but especially the classical ones, which the top-notch Grant Park Orchestra plays – folks bring blankets, picnics, wine and beer. There is nothing quite like sitting on the lawn, looking up through Gehry’s wild grid and seeing the grandeur of the skyscrapers forming the backdrop to the soaring music.

The pavilion also hosts daytime action. Concert rehearsals take place Tuesday to Friday, usually from 11am to 1pm, offering a taste of music if you can’t catch the evening show. Saturday mornings (from 8am) see free exercise classes turn the Great Lawn into a groovy fitness center. Instructors lead classes in Pilates, yoga, strength training and Zumba dance.


TOP TIPS

• The park has multiple entrances during the day, including popular ones via Washington and Madison Sts. But during the evening when there are concerts at Pritzker Pavilion, all visitors must enter from either Randolph or Monroe Sts to go through a security check.

• Entrances and bag check lines open 90 minutes before the start of concerts.

• Millennium Hall is a row of pizza, beer and taco eateries by the ice rink/plaza beneath the Bean. The building has public restrooms, too.

• Additional concession stands sell drinks during concerts.



Lurie Garden

If the crowds at the Bean, Crown Fountain and Pritzker Pavilion are too much, seek out the peaceful Lurie Garden, which uses native plants to form a botanical tribute to Illinois’ tallgrass prairie. Visitors often miss the area as it’s hidden behind a 15ft-high hedge. Yellow coneflowers, poet’s daffodils, bluebells and other gorgeous blooms carpet the 5-acre oasis; everything is raised sustainably and without chemicals. A little river runs through it, where folks kick off their shoes and dangle their feet. The waterway divides the garden into its two parts: the dark plate, which has plants that are shady, thick and cool; and the light plate, which has plants that are sunny, warm and open. The garden is at the park’s southeastern end.


Harris Theater

Harris Theater anchors the park’s northern side on Randolph St. It is Chicago’s premier midsize venue, and more than 30 cutting-edge performing arts troupes – from the Chicago Opera Theater to Ballet Chicago and Hubbard Street Dance Chicago – call it home. In particular, the Harris is ground zero for the city’s dance scene.




BP Bridge & Nichols Bridgeway

In addition to Pritzker Pavilion, architect Frank Gehry also designed the snaking BP Bridge that spans Columbus Dr. The luminous sheet-metal walkway connects Millennium Park (from the back of the Great Lawn) to Maggie Daley Park, which has ice-skating and rock climbing among its activity arsenal. The bridge offers great skyline views too.

The Nichols Bridgeway is another pedestrian-only span. Renzo Piano designed this silver beauty that arches from the park over Monroe St to the Art Institute’s 3rd-floor contemporary sculpture terrace (which is free to view). Piano, incidentally, also designed the museum’s Modern Wing, which is where the sculpture terrace is located.
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Ice-Skating Rink

Tucked between the Bean sculpture and the twinkling lights of Michigan Ave, the McCormick Tribune Ice Rink fills with skaters in winter. It operates from late November to early March, and it is hands down the city’s most scenic rink. Admission is free; skate rental costs around $20. In summer the rink morphs into the alfresco seating area for the pizza, beer and taco eateries in Millennium Hall.


Pack a Picnic

You can bring in food, beer and wine for most events (excluding Blues Fest and Jazz Fest), but it must be in bags or coolers measuring less than 26in long x 15in wide x 15in high. The nearest grocery store is Mariano’s (333 E Benton Pl), about a half-mile northeast.



Wrigley Square & Boeing Gardens

The big plaza at the corner of Michigan Ave and Randolph St is Wrigley Square. The Greek-looking structure rising up from it is the Millennium Monument, a replica of the original peristyle that stood here between 1917 and 1953. The semicircular row of Doric columns shoots up nearly 40ft. It juxtaposes oddly with the modern art throughout the rest of the park, but it’s meant to tie past and present together. The lawn in front is dandy for lazing about.

The two Boeing Galleries flank the park on the northern and southern sides. The outdoor spaces display changing exhibits of contemporary sculpture and photo-murals.

Park History

The area was an ugly rail yard before civic planners had their way. Millennium Park originally was slated to open in 2000 to coincide with the millennium (hence the name), but construction delays and escalating costs pushed it back. The whole thing seemed headed for disaster since the original budget was $150 million but costs were rising far in excess of that. The final bill came to $475 million. Private donors – families such as the Pritzkers and Crowns, and corporate donors such as Boeing – ended up paying $200 million to complete the project. Bonus: today the park is one of the largest green roofs in the world, as it is constructed on top of parking garages and a commuter train station.


public art tours

Volunteers from the Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events provide free hour-long walking tours that cover the park’s public artworks. They take place at noon on the first and third Saturday of the month from April through October. Advance registration is required at dcasevoluntours.org.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Art Institute of Chicago

2Millennium Park

SIGHTS

3American Writers Museum

4Aqua Tower

5Boeing Gallery North

6Boeing Gallery South

7BP Bridge

8Buckingham Fountain

9Chicago Architecture Center

10Cloud Gate

11Crown Fountain

12Grant Park

13Lakeshore East Park

14Lurie Garden

15Maggie Daley Park

16Nichols Bridgeway

17Pritzker Pavilion

18Route 66 Sign

19St Regis Chicago

20Wrigley Square

ACTIVITIES & TOURS

21Chicago Architecture Center First Lady River Cruise

22McCormick Tribune Ice Rink

23Mercury Cruises

24Riverwalk Playground

25Urban Kayaks

26Urban Kayaks Monroe Harbor

EATING

27Wildberry Pancakes and Cafe

DRINKING

28Island Party Hut

29Northman Beer & Cider Garden

ENTERTAINMENT

30Harris Theater

SHOPPING

(see 9)Chicago Architecture Center Shop




Route 66 Sign

See where the iconic road begins

Attention Route 66 buffs: the Mother Road sets off from downtown Chicago. Look for the ‘Begin Historic 66’ sign at the northwestern corner of Adams St and Michigan Ave, across from the Art Institute. From here the route traverses 2400 miles to Los Angeles, past neon signs, mom-and-pop motels and pie-and-coffee diners. Truth be told, back in 1926 when Route 66 was commissioned, it started a block south on Jackson Blvd. It switched to Adams St in 1955 when Jackson became a one-way street going east.
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American Writers Museum

Absorbing displays for book lovers

Bibliophiles will have a grand time in this small museum, where American writers spanning the ages – from Edgar Allen Poe to Elie Wiesel, James Baldwin to Edith Wharton – get their due. Interactive exhibits trace the history of the American voice in nonfiction and literature. Rotating displays celebrate individual wordsmiths and groups, such as refugee and immigrant authors. Meditate at the word waterfall, learn exercises and tips for your own writing (then get started at the table of old typewriters), and hit the lounge where you can choose books off the shelf to read in comfy chairs.
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Grant Park

Chicago’s front yard and its famous fountain

Grant Park is the grassy sprawl between the skyscrapers and Lake Michigan. Its highlight is Buckingham Fountain, one of the world’s largest squirters – inspired by a water-work at the Palace of Versailles – with a 1.5-million-gallon capacity and a 15-story-high spray. It lets loose with a splashy free show on the hour from 9am to 11pm early May to mid-October, accompanied at night by multicolored lights and music.

A short distance north of Buckingham Fountain is the rose garden, a peaceful plot that looks like it belongs to an English manor. South of the fountain are baseball fields, pickleball courts, a skateboard park and the Agora art installation, with 106 headless, armless, cast-iron torsos walking about.



TOP SIGHT
Art Institute of Chicago

The USA’s second-largest art museum, the Art Institute houses a treasure trove from around the globe. The collection of impressionist and postimpressionist paintings is second only to those in France, and the number of surrealist works is tremendous. The Modern Wing dazzles with Picassos and Mirós, while Japanese prints, Grecian urns and stained-glass windows stuff endless rooms beyond.
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PRACTICALITIES

Scan this QR code for prices and opening hours.
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Don’t Miss

A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte

Nighthawks

American Gothic

The Bedroom

The Old Guitarist

Chagall windows

Lions guarding the entrance



Must-See Works: Floor 2

The marble halls of this floor are where the majority of highlights hang.

Get close enough to Georges Seurat’s A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte (Gallery 240) for the painting to break down into its component dots and you’ll see why it took the artist two long years to complete his pointillist masterpiece.

The Bedroom (Gallery 241) by Vincent van Gogh depicts the sleeping quarters of the artist’s house in Arles. It’s the second of three versions of the painting, executed during Van Gogh’s 1889 stay at an asylum.

Claude Monet’s Stacks of Wheat (Gallery 243) – paintings of the 15ft-tall stacks by the artist’s farmhouse in Giverny – were part of a series that effectively launched his career when they sold like hotcakes at a show he organized in 1891.


Nighthawks (Gallery 262), Edward Hopper’s lonely, poignant snapshot of four solitary souls at a neon-lit diner, was inspired by a Greenwich Ave restaurant in Manhattan.

Grant Wood, a lifelong resident of Iowa, used his sister and his dentist as models for the two stern-faced farmers in his iconic painting American Gothic (Gallery 263).

Must-See Works: Floors 1 & 3

The America Windows (Gallery 144) – huge, blue stained-glass pieces – were created by Marc Chagall to celebrate the USA’s bicentennial. Look for images of the Chicago skyline depicted in the third window from the right.

The elongated figure of The Old Guitarist (Gallery 391) by Pablo Picasso is from the artist’s Blue Period, reflecting not only Picasso’s color scheme but also his experience as a poor, lonely artist in Paris in the early years.

Salvador Dalí’s Inventions of the Monsters (Gallery 396) was painted in Austria immediately before the Nazi annexation. The title refers to a Nostradamus prediction that the apparition of monsters presages the outbreak of war. The artist’s profile is visible in the lower left corner, along with that of his wife, Gala.


Lion Sculptures

The beloved lions guarding the entrance may seem identical at first glance, but they actually have different stances, expressions and measurements. Their creator, Edward Kemeys, described the south lion as closely watching something in the distance, while the north lion has his back up and is ready to spring.



Other Intriguing Sights

The Thorne Miniature Rooms (Lower Level, Gallery 11) will knock your socks off with their exquisite detail. Peer into 68 teeny-tiny rooms ranging from an 18th-century French salon to a Georgian-era drawing room to a Gothic-style church interior. In the light-drenched Modern Wing, the contemporary galleries (288–299) burst with iconic works by Andy Warhol, Roy Lichtenstein, Jasper Johns and more. For an oasis of quiet, seek out the room designed by architect Tadao Ando (Gallery 109), where you walk through a forest of 16 concrete pillars to reach the Japanese screens.

Outdoor Freebies

You can see a fair bit of art without even entering the museum. The north garden has Alexander Calder’s Flying Dragon and other sculptures. The south garden has the Fountain of the Great Lakes by Lorado Taft. Enter both peaceful spaces from Michigan Ave, though note they are closed in winter. The Stock Exchange Arch, a revered architectural relic, rises up on the museum’s northeast side. The 3rd-floor contemporary sculpture terrace provides cool city views and connects to Millennium Park via the modern, pedestrian-only Nichols Bridgeway.


TOP TIPS

• Allow two hours to browse the museum’s highlights; art buffs should allocate much longer.

• Advance tickets are available online, but unless there’s a blockbuster exhibit on, the general entrance line moves fast.

• Ask at the info desk about free tours. They typically take place at 1pm and 3pm.

• Download the museum’s free app, either at home or using the on-site wi-fi. It offers several audio tours through the collection. Highlights, architecture and scandalous art are among the themes.

• The main entrance is on Michigan Ave, but you can also enter via the Modern Wing on Monroe St.





Maggie Daley Park

Playful green space

This park offers action. The winding, quarter-mile-long Skating Ribbon is for ice skates in winter and rollerblades and scooters in summer. The 40ft-tall rock-climbing wall divides into beginner and advanced sections, with instruction available. The 18-hole mini-golf course lets you putt through replicas of the Willis Tower and Picasso sculpture. These activities have various fees; reservations are available for ice-skating only. Free features include the fanciful, enchanted forest playgrounds and peaceful Cancer Survivors’ Garden. Multiple picnic tables are handy for relaxing.
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Rock-climbing wall, Maggie Daley Park | evabab/Shutterstock ©

Buddy Guy’s Legends

Best blues club in town

Top local and national acts perform on the stage of local icon Buddy Guy. You might even see the man himself, as he’s known to hang out at the bar when he’s in town. Free, all-ages acoustic shows take place at dinner time. To stay after 8pm for the evening shows, you’ll need to pay the $15 to $25 cover charge – it’s worth every penny. The room is relatively small, so you’ll be close enough to see the blues players bend frets. Be sure to check out the photos, guitars and other memorabilia scattered throughout.
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Buddy Guy’s Legends | Blanquart/Andia/Alamy Stock Photo ©

Daley Plaza

The Loop’s public square

This is the place to be on weekdays at lunchtime, especially when the weather warms up. You never know what will be going on – dance performances, bands, ethnic festivals, holiday celebrations – but you do know it’ll be free. From May to October a sprawling farmers market sets up on Thursday mornings, and food trucks add to the action on Fridays from 11am to 3pm. Pablo Picasso’s untitled sculpture, which everyone just calls The Picasso, lords over it all. Feel free to join the kids climbing on it.

Daley Plaza remains a pilgrimage site to many as the film location where the Blues Brothers crashed through the Daley Center’s plate-glass windows.


Willis Tower

Views from Chicago’s loftiest skyscraper

Willis Tower is it: Chicago’s tallest skyscraper, rising 1450ft into the heavens. Built in 1973 as the Sears Tower, the black-tubed behemoth reigned as the world’s tallest building for almost 25 years. It still wins the prize for views from its 103rd-floor Skydeck, where glass-floored ledges jut out in midair and give a knee-buckling perspective straight down.

Before ascending, make your way through fun interactive exhibits about Chicago history and culture – snap a photo with a giant deep-dish pizza, stand on a Second City stage and sit on an L train. Then it’s time for the ear-popping, 70-second elevator ride to the Skydeck. From here, the entire city stretches below and you can see exactly how Chicago is laid out. On good days the view extends for 40 to 50 miles, as far as Indiana, Michigan and Wisconsin.

The five ledges are on the deck’s western side. They’re like glass-encased boxes hanging out from the building’s frame. Staff let visitors step on for 90 seconds to see the gloriously hair-raising views and take photos. Don’t worry: as long as you weigh less than 10,000 pounds, that 1.5in-thick glass should hold.

Timed tickets are available online. If you can’t make the time (or it’s cloudy that day), staff will help you reschedule for free, but there are no refunds. You also can buy tickets on-site on the day from the ticket machines at the entrance, though availability can be an issue, especially in summer.
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Skydeck, Willis Tower | Claudia Castro/Getty Images ©


BEYOND THE SKYDECK

Willis Tower offers more than just the observatory. Several public spaces with seating, artwork and wi-fi are located on the 1st floor, where you can take a load off. Catalog, the skylit food hall, is here, serving sushi, burgers, donuts, tacos and more.

The 4th floor has a terrace and outdoor garden that’s open spring through fall, with paths, benches, beehives and occasional concerts.

The Color Factory interactive museum is on lower level 2, which is also where the Skydeck entrance is located.




Money Museum

Overlooked freebie to learn about currency

This small, free museum in the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago is fun for a quick browse. The best exhibits include a giant glass cube stuffed with one million $1 bills (they weigh 2000lb) and a counterfeit display differentiating real bills from fakes. Learn why we call $1000 a ‘grand,’ understand how Alexander Hamilton created the USA’s financial infrastructure and snap a sweet photo clutching the million-dollar-stuffed briefcase. You’ll also get a cool bag of shredded currency to take home.
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Money Museum | Scott Olson/Getty Images ©

Harold Washington Library Center

Browse a grand, book-filled building

Chicago’s whopping main library provides a boatload of freebies. Major authors give readings and impressive performances take place in the auditorium. The 9th-floor Winter Garden, where light streams in through the 52ft glass roof, is a lovely spot to read, write, use the wi-fi or just relax (though note there aren’t a ton of outlets to plug into). It also has good exhibitions in its galleries. The 8th floor has piano practice rooms to tickle the ivories. The 3rd-floor Maker Lab features 3-D printers and intriguing drop-in demonstrations. The 2nd-floor children’s library hosts frequent story times and play programs.
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Harold Washington Library Center | Cathyrose Melloan/Alamy Stock Photo ©

Chicago Theatre

Century-old showplace with landmark marquee

Take a gander at the illuminated six-story sign – it’s an official landmark and an excellent photo op. Everyone from Duke Ellington to Dolly Parton to Prince has played here over the years (and left their signature on the famous backstage walls). The real showstopper, though, is the opulent French baroque architecture, including a lobby modeled on the Palace of Versailles.

Opened in 1921, the theater originally screened silent movies with a full orchestra and white-gloved ushers leading patrons to their seats. With tickets just 50¢, rich and poor alike could revel in the splendor. Today it hosts concerts, comedy shows, talks and other live performances. One-hour tours are available Friday and Saturday afternoons.


Chicago Architecture Center

Keeper of Chicago’s architectural flame

The Chicago Architecture Center (CAC) is best known for its gold-standard boat tours, which depart from the docks below the center on the Riverwalk. The skyline takes on a surreal majesty as you float through its shadows, and landmark after eye-popping landmark flashes by. CAC also offers heaps of great walking tours that explore architecture by theme (art deco, historic skyscrapers) or by individual building.

The center fills the first floors of a striking Mies van der Rohe tower. Galleries inside provide a quick primer on the city’s famous architects and styles, along with supersized models of renowned local structures.
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Chicago Architecture Center | M4Productions/Shutterstock ©

Chicago Cultural Center

Art aplenty at the People’s Palace

Overshadowed by big-ticket neighbors like Millennium Park and the Art Institute, folks forget the exquisite Cultural Center puts on terrific art exhibitions throughout its block-long expanse, especially in the 2nd- and 4th-floor galleries. The world’s largest Tiffany stained-glass dome also sparkles inside, its 30,000 bejeweled pieces begging for a look on the 3rd floor. InstaGreeter tours of the Loop depart from the Randolph St lobby at 11:30am and 1:30pm Friday through Sunday year-round. In summer, foreign films screen in the theater on Wednesdays at 6:30pm. And everything is free.

The beaux-arts building began its life as the Chicago Public Library in 1897. The Gilded Age interior mixes white Carrara and green Connemara marble throughout. The building’s splendor was meant to inspire the rabble toward loftier goals. It was made for everyone, which earned it its People’s Palace nickname. You can explore on your own, or take an hour-long building tour (1:15pm Thursdays and Fridays), which departs from the Randolph St lobby.
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Chicago Cultural Center | Radharc Images/Alamy Stock Photo ©


BEST PUBLIC ART BEYOND THE BEAN

The Picasso

Pablo Picasso never said what his abstract, untitled sculpture was meant to represent. He gifted it to the city in 1967.

Miró’s Chicago

Joan Miró’s 40ft artwork from 1981 evokes the mystical force of a great earth mother.

Four Seasons

Marc Chagalls’s grand 1974 mosaic portrays six scenes of Chicago in Mediterranean hues.

Flamingo

Alexander Calder’s 1974 arched sculpture is the eye-popping color of its namesake bird.

Agora

Magdalena Abakanowicz’s 2006 army of cast-iron headless torsos marches in Grant Park.

Muddy Waters Mural

Eduardo Kobra’s 2017 painting of the renowned bluesman rises nine stories over State St.



MORE IN THE LOOP

On the Waterfront

Boats and cafes on the Riverwalk

The Riverwalk is a whole other world that exists below street level. Access it from the stairs at any bridge, and behold a realm of boats, bars and people-watching spaces that stretches for 1.25 miles along the Chicago River’s southern side. It bustles from May to October and is a fun place to spend the afternoon or evening. After that, many businesses close for the season and it becomes a quiet spot to meander.

First things first: a boat tour. Follow the crowds to the docks beneath Michigan Ave and climb aboard the Chicago Architecture Center’s First Lady. Yes, it’s touristy, but it’s also marvelous. Grab a seat on deck and look up as the city’s stunning skyscrapers glide by. Docents’ architecture lessons carry on the breeze, so you’ll know your beaux art from International Style by journey’s end. The architecture cruises stick to the river. At the next dock, sister company Mercury Cruises offers a tour that is a bit more general and also dips into Lake Michigan. Both jaunts are 90 minutes, and tickets can be purchased at the dock or online in advance.

Head west from the tour docks, and the Riverwalk brings you to the McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum, a cool little gallery that lets you see the bridge’s massive gears in action. Several alfresco bars and restaurants follow, including Chicago Brewhouse, with a long list of local beers, and City Winery Riverwalk, with vino and live music. Next to the winery, Chicago Electric Boat Co rents small vessels if you want to do it yourself; no prior boat driving experience required, just a valid driver’s license. The company also has other docks along the way.

Next, you come to broad steps between Clark and LaSalle Sts that offer a good refuge to sit and relax. Onward, the Jetty hosts fishing programs for kids and floating wetland gardens to wander around. At night, it’s the prime place to see Art on the Mart, the eye-popping public light show projected on a huge building across the river (schedule at artonthemart.com).

Meanwhile, if you head east from the tour docks at Michigan Ave, Northman Beer & Cider Garden pops up, followed by beachy Island Party Hut, with tiki drinks, giant Jenga games and party boat tours. A delightful children’s playground is next and then Urban Kayaks, which offers great guided tours that skim past downtown’s skyscrapers and historic sites; beginners are welcome.

Continue on the Riverwalk and it goes under a tunnel to arrive at Lake Michigan, opening up before you in all of its blue-green, sea-like expansiveness. Connect to the Lakefront Trail (the Riverwalk deposits you right on it) to head south past boats bobbing in the harbor. Urban Kayaks has a second location at Monroe Harbor that’s more protected and adds stand-up paddle boarding to the mix.
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Eating in the Loop: Central Loop Favorites

Native Foods Cafe: Good-vibe eatery for vegan burgers, tacos and meatball sandwiches. 10:30am-8pm Mon-Sat, 11am-7pm Sun $

BienMeSabe Arepa Bar: No-frills Venezuelan spot for arepas stuffed with pork, tofu, sweet plantains and more. 11am-7pm Mon-Fri, from 10:30am Sat $

Pizano’s: Great thin-crust and deep-dish pizzas alike, served in a convivial ambience by time-honored wait staff who are characters. 11am-10pm $$

Hanabusa Cafe: Order Japanese-style soufflé pancakes, ramen bowls and teas at the counter, then settle in for a wait. 11am-6:30pm $$


BEST LIVE MUSIC

Pritzker Pavilion

Frank Gehry–designed bandshell that stages free shows most nights in summer, from jazz bands to world music to classical orchestras.

Buddy Guy’s Legends

Renowned venue to hear blues bands hit their minor key groove, with free, all-ages acoustic shows early in the evening.

Jazz Showcase

One of Chicago’s top clubs where national acts blow their horns, set in a gorgeous room on Printers Row.

Riverwalk

Several alfresco bars along the path host bands; you’re sure to stumble across something that appeals during a short stroll.




MORE BOATS

Additional boat tours and boat rentals, as well as water taxis, leave from the north side of the Chicago River.



Drinking in the Loop: Our Picks

Monk’s Pub: Old barrels and vintage taps set the mood, accompanied by a whopping international beer selection. 10am-11pm Mon-Fri, 11am-5pm Sat

Good Funk: Cozy old-world wine bar overlooking the Chicago River. 4-11pm Sun & Mon, to midnight Tue-Sat

Milk Room: Cool eight-seat whiskey bar in the Chicago Athletic Association Hotel; make reservations. 5-11pm Wed-Sat, to 9pm Sun

Intelligentsia: Modern industrial coffee bar near Millennium Park; part of a local chain that roasts its own beans and percolates good, strong stuff. 7am-7pm

Drinking in the Loop: Late-Night Bars

Elephant & Castle: British-style pub with pints, fish and chips and – most importantly – a handy location in the Theater District. 7am-2am

Miller’s Pub: Admire this long-standing bar for its dark-wood furnishings, nostalgic sports photos and meaty food menu. 11am-2am

Kasey’s Tavern: Students, local condo dwellers and sports fans all belly up to the long wooden bar in this South Loop pub. 11am-2am Sun-Fri, to 3am Sat

Brando’s Speakeasy: Despite the name, it’s not a yesteryear sort of place, but rather a lounge-y karaoke bar. 5pm-2am Sun-Fri, to 3am Sat


BEST SHOPS

Buddy

Cool shop in the Chicago Cultural Center that gives Chicago artists and small businesses a place to sell their wares.

Chicago Architecture Center Shop

A haven for anyone with an edifice complex, selling mini Willis Tower models, skyline posters and Frank Lloyd Wright note cards.

Optimo Hats

A Chicago institution in the Monadnock Building and the last custom hat-maker for men in town, with lots of celebrity clients.

Reckless Records

There aren’t many record shops in the Loop, but this outpost of the local chain carries all the tunes.

Sandmeyer’s Bookstore

Old-school, Printers Row shop with creaking wood floors as you browse tomes of all types.



Party All the Time

Festivals let loose in the Loop

Many of Chicago’s biggest bashes happen in Grant Park and Millennium Park. Summer is prime time, but the St Patrick’s Day Parade gets the party started in March. First, the local plumbers’ union dyes the Chicago River shamrock green, then bagpipers, step dancers and marching bands promenade in Grant Park.

The Chicago Blues Festival takes place over a long weekend in mid-June. Follow the crowd with blankets and picnic baskets streaming into Millennium Park, where fans stake out a spot to hear guitar notes slide and harmonicas wail. It’s the largest free blues gig in the world – a fitting legacy for the city that electrified the genre.

In early August, Lollapalooza – one of the world’s premier music fests – amps up Grant Park, with 170 bands spilling off eight stages. For four solid days guitars thrash, lights spin and the audience dances into a sweaty, arm-flailing frenzy. Keep an eye on Lolla’s socials for ticket sale dates (usually March) and for info on after-shows at clubs around town.

Later in August, you can boogie with a multiethnic mash-up of locals at free SummerDance in Grant Park. Bands play swing, rumba and other styles of music, preceded by an hour of fun dance lessons every Thursday through Saturday. The Chicago Jazz Festival brings top names on the national jazz scene to play for free over Labor Day weekend in Millennium Park and the Chicago Cultural Center. In September the three-day Taste of Chicago draws hordes to Grant Park for a smorgasbord of meaty, sweet and local foods.



PICTURE-POSTCARD CHICAGO
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Chicago’s best photo ops are in the Loop, so get your camera ready for classic images. Begin at Daley Plaza, where Pablo Picasso’s abstract sculpture rises up. Baboon, dog, woman? Picasso couldn’t decide either, which is why it’s officially titled Untitled. Everyone just calls it 1 The Picasso though, and it has become a city symbol.

Nothing says Chicago like a sign that literally says ‘Chicago.’ You’ll find it a few blocks away at the 2 Chicago Theatre, where the six-story-high, 1920s marquee spells out the city’s name. Bonus if you swing by at night when it’s illuminated.

‘Meeting under the clock’ has been a Chicago tradition since 1897, when retailer Marshall Field installed the 3 Old Marshall Field’s Clock at Washington and State Sts outside his department store (now Macy’s). A photo beneath the timepiece is a must.

Head east on Washington St toward Wabash Ave and you’ll see the L train clattering overhead. Snap the iconic image, then continue to Millennium Park and the Bean. The shiny sculpture, officially titled 4 Cloud Gate, is photographed more than anything else in Chicago. Stand on the west side of the mirrored blob, and take a self-portrait with a skyline background. Nearby in the park, the LED screens of the 5 Crown Fountain show images of locals spouting water gargoyle-style.

Continue on Michigan Ave to the Art Institute and get a profile shot of the two 6 bronze lions that’ve been guarding the place since 1894. They’re city mascots of sorts. Across Michigan Ave on Adams St, the 7 Route 66 sign marks the beginning of the fabled roadway across America and makes a great final shot.




Unsung Architecture
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Leslie Clark Lewis, a Chicago Architecture Center docent who leads downtown tours, highlights lesser-known buildings.

120 N LaSalle

This 39-story skyscraper by Helmut Jahn features a huge mosaic of Daedalus and Icarus over the entrance.

Monadnock Building

Built in two parts, it showcases a transition in skyscraper development. The north half, from 1891, has thick walls and almost no ornamentation, while the south half, from 1893, has thinner walls and more decoration.

Trustees System Service Building (aka Century Tower)

This incredible art-deco building has 28 colors of brick that get progressively lighter moving up, and exterior sculptures showing the evolution of commerce.



Starchitecture

Explore the Loop’s famous buildings

Chicago is the birthplace of the skyscraper, and the Loop is where the big ones rise, from early models to cutting-edge modern designs. Many are now office buildings, so the best time to visit is on weekdays before 4pm. Allow a morning or afternoon to make your way across the neighborhood. If you feel weird blasts of wind while walking around, you’re not imagining it: the skyscrapers create wind tunnels at their base.

The Willis Tower is the local behemoth, poking 1450ft into the clouds from the Loop’s southwest corner. Its 103rd-floor observatory provides a heck of a view. East a few blocks, the Chicago Board of Trade is a 1930 art-deco gem. Crane your neck to see the giant statue of Ceres, the Roman goddess of agriculture, that tops the building. Inside is Ceres Cafe, known for its strong drinks and dark, time-blunting ambience where traders weep their losses.

A block north, the 1888 Rookery looks hulking and fortress-like outside, but it’s light and airy inside thanks to Frank Lloyd Wright’s atrium overhaul. Step inside and have a look. The Frank Lloyd Wright Trust offers tours on weekdays; buy tickets at flwright.org or in the lobby shop. The building is named for the flocks of pigeons that once roosted here. Outside, look back toward the Board of Trade and you’ll see the famous skyscraper ‘canyon’ formed by the buildings.

Next up: Ludwig Mies van der Rohe’s 1974 Kluczynski and Dirksen Federal Buildings. They’re prime examples of his boxy, metal-and-glass style that became the standard for modern skyscrapers. Alexander Calder’s soaring red-pink Flamingo sculpture provides a pop of color against all the black steel.

Across Adams St is the 1895 Marquette Building. Walk into the lobby and admire the Tiffany glass mosaics that recall the exploits of French explorer Jacques Marquette, as well as the bronze reliefs of Native leaders and European explorers. The Center for Native Futures art gallery – the only Native-led venue of its kind in Chicago – attaches to the lobby and has excellent free exhibitions.

Nearby, the 1899 Sullivan Center has superb metalwork of flowing botanical and geometric forms around the main entrance (at State and Madison Sts). It was built as a fancy department store. Now it’s a Target. A half-mile onward, the 1929 art-deco Carbide & Carbon Building holds the Pendry Hotel, with a glamorous lobby. Outside, goggle at the building’s polished black granite, green terracotta and gold-leaf accented crown, intended to look like a foil-wrapped champagne bottle.

Finally, head east for two giants designed by architect Jeanne Gang. The 86-story Aqua Tower popped up in 2009, with its dramatic, white wavy balconies interspersed with ‘pools’ of reflective glass. The whole thing shimmers. Gang upped the ante with the St Regis Chicago in 2021. With 101 stories, the curvy, blue-glass skyscraper became the city’s third-tallest building. Look toward the top to see the ‘blow-through floor’ that lets wind gust in to reduce the building’s sway. Both the Aqua and St Regis hold hotels and multi-million-dollar condos.
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Drinking in the Loop: Rooftop Bars

Cindy’s: Best rooftop in town. Set on the 13th floor of the Chicago Athletic Association Hotel, it unfurls awesome park and lake vistas. hours vary

LH Rooftop: This trendy 22nd-floor bar atop the LondonHouse hotel provides tremendous lake and skyscraper views. 11am-midnight

Raised: Not a rooftop but a terrace on the Renaissance hotel’s 3rd floor, Raised offers great riverside views. 4pm-midnight Mon-Sat

Cerise: The Virgin Hotel’s clubby 26th-floor lounge lets you hang out and sip amid the surrounding skyscrapers. hours vary


BEST LOOP WALKING TOURS

Chicago Architecture Center

Loads of docent-led options with themes including art deco, skyscrapers, Tiffany glass and modernism.

Inside Chicago Walking Tours

Puts the focus on famous buildings’ interiors, with great storytelling guides.

InstaGreeter

Free tours depart from the Cultural Center at 11:30am and 1:30pm Friday through Sunday; no reservations, no tipping.

Tours With Mike

Engaging, highly original jaunts like the Ugly Buildings and Underground Chicago (Plus Rats) tours.

Chicago Gangsters and Ghosts Tour

Learn about the old days of speakeasies, famous crime scenes and Death Alley.

Free Tours by Foot – Chicago

Pay-what-you-want walkabouts that are a bit more informal and unpolished.



Eating in the Loop: Quick Bites

Revival Food Hall: A slew of all-local, hipster eats to choose from, plus a bar and small book and record store. 8am-8pm Mon-Fri $

Goddess & the Baker: Counter-service cafe for sandwiches, eggs, acai bowls, cakes and tarts. 7am-4pm Mon-Fri, 8am-4pm Sat, 8am-3pm Sun $

Catalog: Skylit food hall in the Willis Tower for lobster rolls, Mexican sandwiches, salads and burgers. generally 9am-6pm, though it varies by eatery $

Washington Hall: Food hall with a big bar and a dozen vendors offering everything from curries to tacos to donuts. 7am-5pm Mon & Sat, to 7pm Tue-Fri $


HOT TIX

Hot Tix sells discounted theater tickets to shows around the city. The in-person sales desk is inside the Block 37 shops on State St. It’s open daily, though you can also purchase tickets online (hottix.org). Prices can be up to half off, plus a service fee of $6 to $10.

Drama, comedy and performing arts venues all have seats on offer. Most venues release tickets for the current week, but some theaters make tickets available a month or so in advance. You never know what you’ll find. Typically the earlier in the week you visit, the better the selection, but some tickets are also released daily.



Theater District Spotlight

From Broadway-style to boozy Bard shows

Broadway shows try out in Chicago before they open in New York, and the Loop’s Theater District is where it happens. Several century-old, neon-lit playhouses cluster around State and Randolph Sts and host big productions. The opulent Chicago Theatre is the star of the lot, with an enormous glittering marquee that’s an official landmark (and premier photo op). Cadillac Palace Theatre (with an interior based on the Palace of Versailles), Nederlander Theatre (with stunning Far East architectural elements), Auditorium Theatre (an 1889 beauty with perfect acoustics) and CIBC Theatre are the others. Broadway in Chicago (broadwayinchicago.com) handles tickets for most of them.

Also in the mix is Goodman Theatre, the early home of playwright David Mamet and a crucible for new and classic dramas that often head to Broadway. Bargain alert: unsold tickets for the current day’s performance go on sale at 10am for half-price online.

But wait, there’s more, especially if you’re looking for something a bit less traditional. The snazzy Magic Parlour is a long-running, close-up magic show in a snug space in Petterino’s restaurant, next door to Goodman. Old-school vaudeville meets a romantic supper club at Teatro ZinZanni, on the 14th floor of the Cambria Hotel (next door to Nederlander). Aerialists, acrobats and cabaret performers take the stage in a room that’s like a mirrored, big-top tent, as you enjoy a four-course meal. At Drunk Shakespeare, one of the actors does indeed imbibe – five shots of whiskey – and then tries to perform Hamlet or another lead role, while four castmates try to keep the play on track. The shenanigans happen at Lion Theatre, a storefront space behind the Chicago Theatre.

Be aware that Monday is the Theater District’s dark day.
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Eating in the Loop: Pre-Theater Bites

Gage: Buzzy gastropub that cooks fanciful grub, such as Gouda-topped venison burgers. 11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat $$$

Dearborn: Stylish tavern with burgers, pizzas, fish and chips, steaks and wines aplenty. 11am-10pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun $$$

Bar Mar: José Andrés’ airy, glass-sculpted eatery has oysters, sandwiches, wine and lobster-rich snacks. 11am-11pm Mon-Fri, 3-11pm Sat, 11am-8pm Sun $$$

Petterino’s: Stalwart serving Italian fare in the heart of the Theater District for 20-plus years. 11am-8pm Sun & Mon, to 9pm Tue-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat $$

Immersive Museum Plunge

Go all in with colors, illusions and tortures

Immersive museums have popped up all over Chicago, and that includes the Loop. They’re typically open from 10am to early evening and take about 60 to 90 minutes to go through. Tickets are by timed entry, so most people buy them online in advance, though walk-up purchases are available.

Fans of dark lore will enjoy the Medieval Torture Museum where you can learn about devices like the Flute of Shame for bad musicians (finger screws that tighten), the Neck Violin for quarreling women (a shackle locked the two face to face), branding tongs and skull crackers. You can touch and play around with most of the hardware, like the swift-slicing guillotine. It’s fun and a bit cheesy, like a Halloween haunted house.

The Museum of Illusions draws lots of date-night couples and families with older kids. Wave to multiple yous at the clone table, see your head on a platter, spin in the vortex tunnel and walk on walls in the reverse room. It’s enormously amusing and makes for great photos.

The Color Factory, hiding in Willis Tower, is another museum favored by couples and parents with children. Join them to explore 14 interactive, brightly colored art installations. Find your way through the mirror maze, learn how color and sound go together via enormous horns and get lost in the forest of satin ribbon ‘woods.’ Then leap into the grand finale: the ball pit with slides. Staff dole out macarons, ice cream and other goodies along the way, and photo stations take free pictures of you in action.


SIGHTSEEING FROM THE L

The L train provides a great cheap sightseeing tour of the Loop. The Brown Line, in particular, makes for a scenic ride as it circles the central business district on elevated tracks. Hop on at Washington/Wells. Take a seat by the window and watch as the train travels in a rectangular loop (get the name?) around the heart of the neighborhood, swinging past skyscrapers so close you can almost touch them. Get off seven stops later at Clark/Lake. The roaring, clacking, squealing journey takes about 10 minutes. You can do the trip in reverse on the Pink Line train (get on at Clark/Lake, then disembark at Washington/Wells).



Family Fun

The Loop for little ones

The Loop features several choice experiences for kids during an action-packed afternoon, many of them free. In Millennium Park, the Bean sculpture is a big favorite to touch, walk under and marvel at its reflections, while Crown Fountain invites giddy splashing (bring a towel). Maggie Daley Park sits next door with its trove of playgrounds, including a ropey suspension bridge to climb over, a hilly ‘wave lawn’ to roll down, an enchanted forest to wander through and a large ship to pretend-sail. The River-walk is fun to wander to watch boats glide by, lick an ice-cream cone, try fishing (at the Jetty on weekends) and explore the playground (located at the east end). The Art Institute offers free admission to kids age 13 and under. Stop by the child-focused Ryan Learning Center (on Level 1 in the Modern Wing) to see what hands-on activities are happening in its studios.

Meanwhile, the immersive, interactive Color Factory and Museum of Illusions are kid favorites, though they’ll pay an admission price for the pleasure. For a meal, Wildberry Pancakes and Cafe has a children’s menu ranging from peanut butter sandwiches to Oreo pancakes, and Pizano’s also has a kids menu that includes its specialties of pizza and pasta.


PRINTERS ROW

Chicago was a center for the printing trade in the early 1900s, and many publishers, bookbinders and typesetters were located on S Dearborn St in the roughly half-mile stretch between Ida B Wells Dr and Polk St.

By the 1970s most businesses had moved to more economical quarters elsewhere, and the factories eventually were repurposed into residential lofts.

A stroll turns up cool old buildings with huge windows (to let in natural light for the print workers), such as the 1912 Second Franklin Building that shows the history of printing on its tiled facade.

The Printers Row Lit Fest pays homage to the era and features thousands of books for sale, plus author readings, every June.



Artsy South Loop

Murals, photos and fine arts

The South Loop, aka the area that stretches south of Van Buren St, crackles with creative energy. And no wonder, what with all the art students from Columbia College and the School of the Art Institute doing their thing here. It’s a cool, less-trodden place to spend an afternoon.

The Fine Arts Building has been a haven for artists for more than a century. Today you’ll hear opera voices and piano music drift out of the rooms, and you’ll see studios for violin makers and photographers among the 10 floors. Exile in Bookville is a great, wide-ranging bookstore on the 2nd floor. Bluesy albums play in the background as you peruse the handwritten recommendations on the shelves. Down the hall, see if the LH Selman Glass Gallery is open, and gawp at the paperweights that are extraordinary works of art. The 1st floor holds the historic Studebaker Theater, once home to vaudeville shows and now home to productions like NPR’s Wait Wait Don’t Tell Me news quiz show.

A block away, swing into the small Museum of Contemporary Photography (part of Columbia College) and check out what’s showing from the rotating permanent collection. You might see works by Henri Cartier-Bresson, Harry Callahan, Sally Mann, Ai Weiwei, Robert Capa or any of the other 1500 top contemporary photographers in the stash. It’s free and takes about a half-hour to view.


Perhaps you’ve noticed murals as you’re strolling around. Welcome to the Wabash Arts Corridor, where local buildings have become an urban canvas for dozens of large-scale paintings. Wabash Ave is the main vein, but murals spill out on the surrounding streets, too. Check out Moose Bubblegum Bubble by Columbia College student Jacob Watts (Columbia is the instigator of the corridor) and Stop Telling Women to Smile by Tatyana Fazlalizadeh. For more, download a map at wabashartscorridor.org. The Chicago Architecture Center offers guided tours.

Round out your South Loop experience with quintessential Chicago foods at art-student prices. Art of Pizza sells deep-dish pie by the slice, while Devil Dawgs rustles up Chicago-style hot dogs a few doors south.
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Eating in the Loop: South Loop Picks

Cafecito: Modest cafe attached to the HI-Chicago hostel, with good sandwiches and strong coffee. 8am-8pm Mon-Fri, 10am-6pm Sat & Sun $

Lou Malnati’s: Outpost of the well-known deep-dish pizza chain, known for its butter crust. 11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat $$

Yolk: Sunny local chain that’s popular for bountiful breakfasts of five-egg omelets, cinnamon-roll French toast and Nutella crepes. 7am-2:30pm $$

Eleven City Diner: Massive omelets, challah French toast, Reuben sandwiches and other Jewish deli-style dishes. 8am-3pm Mon-Fri, 8:30am-4pm Sat & Sun $$


CHICAGOHENGE

Chicago’s streets are laid out on a near-perfect grid. The grid’s center is located in the Loop at the intersection of Madison and State Sts. All streets are numbered, and as you go north, south, east or west from the Madison/State core, each increase of 800 in street numbers corresponds to 1 mile.

This is all very handy to orient yourself, but the grid’s biggest claim to fame comes twice a year, during the spring and fall equinoxes. That’s when the sun rises and sets directly in line with the east–west streets and allows unobstructed views of the orb between the Loop’s skyscrapers – a trippy phenomenon known as Chicagohenge.



Hiding in Plain Sight

Places to escape the weekday bustle

The Loop rushes with tourists and office workers during the day, yet oases of solitude exist – you just need to know where to find them. In the neighborhood’s northeast corner, Lakeshore East Park stows away behind the Aqua and St Regis towers. The grassy expanse offers fountains, benches, playful pooches (there’s a dog park) and cafes and markets where you can grab a bite. While the Riverwalk and Millennium Park flank the area, their crowds feel miles away.

In the central Loop, duck down the passageway behind Chicago’s Nederlander Theatre and see if you get goosebumps. Couch Alley is supposedly haunted. In 1903 a fire at the former Iroquois Theatre killed 600 people, and the bodies were stacked in the alley. Some visitors today report hearing faint cries. Several murals here are worth a look. Enter across from Goodman Theatre.

About four blocks away, Oasis Cafe hides in a small jewelers’ mall. Walk past diamonds, gold and other bling before striking it rich with creamy hummus, crisp falafel and other Middle Eastern favorites in back. More murals lurk nearby at Sullivan Center Alley, across from the Palmer House Hilton. The tract holds a loading dock for trucks, but the walls are also a colorful outdoor gallery to bedazzle your eyeballs.

Tiny Hero Coffee Bar tucks down an alley set back from Jackson Blvd. From here, take your pick of quiet spaces to relax: maybe the north or south gardens at the Art Institute or the sun-drenched, 9th floor Winter Garden in the Harold Washington Library Center.


BEST OPERA, ORCHESTRA & DANCE

Lyric Opera of Chicago

This famous company fills the chandeliered Civic Opera House with a mix of lush classics and daring premieres.

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

One of the world’s best, known for its untouchable brass section, 65 Grammy Awards and elegant Orchestra Hall.

Hubbard Street Dance Chicago

Puts on energetic and technically virtuosic performances by renowned contemporary choreographers; it performs at Harris Theater.

Joffrey Ballet

The celebrated Joffrey boasts an impressive storehouse of classical and modern ballets, staged at the Civic Opera House.

Chicago Sinfonietta

Beloved group that knocks down the cultural walls surrounding traditional symphonic music. Concerts are at the Auditorium Theatre.



Pedway Explorations

Plunge into the Loop’s underground tunnels

Come wintertime, when the going gets tough and icy sleet knifes your face, head down to the Pedway. The Loop has a 40-block labyrinth of underground walkways, built in conjunction with the subway trains. The system isn’t entirely connected, and you’ll find that you rise to the surface in the oddest places – say, an office building or hotel lobby. Maps are available online. Above ground, look for ‘Pedway’ signs posted at points of entry.

Some of the passages have bars and eateries tucked along the way, some have urine smells, but overall they’re an interesting place to soak up local life. It’s mostly office workers skittering around down here, avoiding the weather. The best time to visit is weekdays before 5pm.

For a quick, hour-long immersion, dive under at the Daley Center on Daley Plaza. From there walk east to the Block 37 shops, where businesses such as a sake bar and grilled cheese restaurant lure subterranean passers-by. Onward under Macy’s, a stained-glass window exhibit brightens the passageway. Next, an underground swimming pool appears (part of a gym) before you reach the Chicago Cultural Center basement, where an elevator returns you to the surface.

For longer excursions, the Chicago Architecture Center and Free Tours by Foot are among the companies offering guided Pedway jaunts.
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A Taste of Old Chicago

Historic places from a bygone era

If you have an afternoon or early evening to spare, the central Loop has some vintage hot spots to experience. First, pay homage to the Route 66 sign. The iconic road starts by the Art Institute. The nearby Palmer House Hilton has been around since 1875, and the lobby still has an awe-inspiring opulence – Tiffany chandeliers, marble pillars, ceiling frescoes – that makes a look-see imperative. A drink in the lobby bar is a fine way to take it in.

From there pop into the Berghoff, which dates from 1898 and was the first Chicago bar to serve a legal drink after Prohibition (ask to see the liquor license stamped ‘#1’). Belly up for mugs of beer and order sauerbraten, schnitzel and pretzels the size of your head from the adjoining German restaurant.

If you’re up for one more, head to Italian Village. This family-run restaurant has been around since 1927. It’s a bit confusing, as there are actually three restaurants under one roof. You want the Village, the classic one where everyone from Al Capone to Frank Sinatra has forked into the agnolotti (pasta filled with cheese and spinach). The charmingly corny decor makes for a fun ambiance to have a martini and/or meal.

Walking in Capone’s Footsteps

Mobster history brought to life

Al Capone came to Chicago from New York in 1919 and was the city’s mob boss from 1924 to 1931, until Eliot Ness brought him down on tax evasion charges. Ness was the federal agent whose task force earned the name ‘The Untouchables’ because its members were supposedly impervious to bribes. Capone hangouts in the Loop include the Blackstone Hotel (his barber had a shop there in a windowless room, so no chance for assassins to take an unseen shot) and the Exchequer Restaurant & Pub (which back then was a Capone-run speakeasy called the 226 Club). Ness and his crew worked out of the Transportation Building in Printers Row.


BEST MARKETS & GATHERINGS

Daley Plaza Farmers Market

Chicago’s longest-running farmers market brims with flowers, herbs, hot sauces and stellar baked goods on Thursday mornings; held May through October.

Sundays on State

State St shuts to traffic once a month and becomes a big block party with music, food and family-friendly activities; held in summer.

South Loop Farmers Market Printers Row

Cheeses, pastas, juices, cinnamon rolls and produce fill dog-friendly Printers Row Park on Saturday mornings; held June through October.

Food Truck Festival

A small fleet of food trucks lines up at Daley Plaza on Fridays at lunchtime; held mid-May through early October.







Near North & Navy Pier
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A VIBRANT URBAN WATERFRONT

From the river to the Gold Coast, this part of Chicago rose from the ruins of the Great Chicago Fire of 1871. This is where towering skyscrapers meet Lake Michigan, where the Chicago River meets the lake and where the streets tell over a century of stories.
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This is one of the liveliest parts of Chicago. These streets are home to drool-worthy restaurants, upscale bars, high-end shops and architectural gems that’ll have you looking up constantly. Whether it’s silly fun, art, deep-dish pizza or an Italian beef sandwich you’re looking for, you can find it – and so much more – in this part of Chicago.

The Roaring ’20s are reflected in the facade of what was once the largest building in the world, and the 1960s in the pair of cylindrical towers that rise beside an iconic river that was key to building the American Midwest. Hints of WWI emerge at Navy Pier, a key transport hub for sailors heading to and from training at the suburban Naval Station Great Lakes during the war.

Much of this part of the city was built after the fire of 1871, giving it a modern look and feel. High-end shops line majestic Michigan Ave, which gets decked out in colorful tulips for the spring and festive lights during the winter. Celebrity chefs set up shop along these streets. Navy Pier juts into Lake Michigan, offering an expansive playground of museums, shops, restaurants and a climate-controlled Ferris wheel.

Feel the sand between your toes as you walk along Ohio Street Beach. Ride a carousel at Navy Pier. Dive into a giant tub of sprinkles at the Museum of Ice Cream, or grab a handful of slime at the Sloomoo Institute.

Explore the area’s historic architecture during the day and hear live jazz in the evenings. Shop for a new wardrobe. Cruise Lake Michigan. Watch the city dye its namesake river green for St Patrick’s Day. Skate among the lights of Navy Pier during the winter holidays. Or feast on to-die-for deep-dish pizza and bar-hop the night away.

One thing’s for sure: there’s no getting bored here.
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Don’t Miss…

MAGNIFICENT MILE

One of the best shopping destinations in the USA. Come here for luxury designers and famous American brands.

ART ON THE MART

A free evening art show projected on the facade of one of the world’s largest commercial buildings.

DUSABLE BRIDGE

This feat of civil engineering and work of art tells the story of Chicago through artistic reliefs.

NAVY PIER

Historic pier turned family entertainment center. Fireworks all summer long and a full calendar of special events.

BILLY GOAT TAVERN

An iconic local burger joint that inspired one of Saturday Night Live’s best-known skits.

DRIEHAUS MUSEUM

A museum located inside an opulent Gilded Age mansion known for its stained-glass windows.




TOP TIP

In Chicago, fireworks aren’t just for July 4. Navy Pier hosts free fireworks extravaganzas every Wednesday and Saturday night from Memorial Day through Labor Day weekends. The show starts at 10pm, and, of course, there’s a special show for Independence Day.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Driehaus Museum

2Navy Pier

SIGHTS

3Arts Club of Chicago

4Centennial Wheel

5Chicago Children’s Museum

6DuSable Bridge

7Magnificent Mile

8Marina City

(see 12)Museum of Ice Cream

9Ohio Street Beach

(see 11)Richard Norton Gallery

10Sloomoo Institute

11theMart

12Tribune Tower

13Wrigley Building

ACTIVITIES & TOURS

14Gwen Hotel

15Wateriders

SLEEPING

16Acme Hotel

17Found Hotel

18Langham Hotel

19Park Hyatt Chicago

EATING

20Al’s Italian Beef

21Bavette’s Bar & Boeuf

22Beatrix

23Billy Goat Tavern

24Buona

25Chicago Chop House

26Doughnut Vault

27Egg Harbor Cafe

28Gene & Georgetti

29Gino’s East

30Giordano’s

31Harry Caray’s Italian Steakhouse

32Indienne

33Kanela Breakfast Club

34Kinzie Chophouse

35Lou Malnati’s

36Mr Beef

37Pizzeria Uno

38Portillo’s & Barnelli’s

39Purple Pig

40Quartino

41Topolobampo

(see 51)Tortoise Supper Club

42Tzuco

43Untitled Supper Club

DRINKING

44Centennial Crafted Beer & Eatery

45Green Door Tavern

46Library at Gilt Bar

47Starbucks Reserve Roastery

48Three Dots and a Dash

ENTERTAINMENT

49Andy’s

50House of Blues

51Tortoise Supper Club

52Winter’s Jazz Club

SHOPPING

53Ascend Cannabis Dispensary

54Burberry

55Canada Goose

56Colores Mexicanos

57Garrett Popcorn

58Green Rose Dispensary

59Levi’s

60Mary Mary Gifts

61Neiman Marcus

62Nike

63P.O.S.H. Chicago

64Ralph Lauren

65Rolex

66Saks Fifth Avenue

67Shops at North Bridge

68Tiffany & Co

69Victoria’s Secret

70Zara




Chicago Children’s Museum

Indulge your inner child

This museum has grown from a couple of hallways in the Chicago Cultural Center into an epic play space for kids of all ages. Now located at Navy Pier, the Chicago Children’s Museum is designed for experimentation, creativity and play. Experience circus life; climb 37ft of structural steel, wood, wire and rope; make art; play with water; or get in the excavation pit to search for dinosaur bones.
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Navy Pier

Experience history

This century-old pier is a defining feature of the Chicago lakefront, extending onto the water for 3300ft and built on a foundation of 20,000 timber logs from Oregon. It was part of the initial master plan for the development of Chicago and was originally meant to serve freighter and passenger ships. It became a Naval transit hub during WWI and a Naval training center during WWII. Nowadays, Navy Pier is a lively family entertainment center with carnival rides, a museum, attractions and lots of restaurants. It’s home to the Chicago Children’s Museum, a 1-acre indoor botanical garden, a funhouse maze, a Ferris wheel and even Disneyland-style teacups. It’s the starting point of Lake Michigan sightseeing cruises and offers the opportunity to sample deep-dish pizza and Billy Goat Tavern cheeseburgers under one roof. It’s free to visit the pier, though some attractions – like the Chicago Children’s Museum and Centennial Wheel – do charge admission.
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Arts Club of Chicago

Visit a hidden gem

Forget that the Arts Club is a members-only venue where fancy people go for lunch with other patrons of the arts. You don’t have to be a member to enjoy the art here. The Club’s 1st-floor galleries are not only open to the public, they’re free to visit. The club hosts three or four public exhibitions a year and a regular calendar of events like panel discussions, artist talks and sound meditations.
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Richard Norton Gallery

Discover local art

This independent art gallery is hidden among the designer showrooms and offices at theMart and specializes in 20th-century American and European paintings and sculpture. The gallery prides itself on its large and varied collection of modern artworks by painters who were instructors or students at the Art Institute of Chicago, among them Illinois artists Pauline Palmer and Walter Burt Adams and Wisconsin artist Gerrit V Sinclair.

DuSable Bridge

Take a historic stroll

This bridge across the Chicago River is both a feat of civil engineering and a work of art. The beaux-arts DuSable Bridge, also known as the Michigan Avenue Bridge, was designed to resemble the iconic Pont Alexandre III bridge in Paris. Look beyond its distinctly French flair to discover the story of Chicago told in a series of artistic reliefs on its four bridge houses. These reliefs show several key moments in the city’s history, including the arrival of Jean Baptiste Point DuSable, widely considered the founding father of the city, and efforts to rebuild after the Great Chicago Fire of 1871.
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Museum of Ice Cream

Dive into a pool of sprinkles

Chicago’s Museum of Ice Cream is one of a half-dozen Museum of Ice Cream locations around the world dedicated to everyone’s favorite frozen dessert. It’s also the only place in Chicago where you can plunge into a giant pool of sprinkles – something the adults might love as much as the kids. The museum combines photo ops, interactive experiences and lots of ice cream to create one of the sweetest experiences in the city – complete with a Chicago-style ice-cream ‘hot dog’ sundae.
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Wrigley Building

Walk past a postcard

The shimmering white Wrigley Building was one of the first office buildings north of the Chicago River, and it occupies one of the most scenic spots on the Magnificent Mile. It was built in the early 1920s in a location selected by chewing gum magnate William Wrigley himself. The building was once the headquarters for the Wrigley Company. At the time of its construction, the city’s business hub was further south and the DuSable Bridge across the Chicago River was still under construction. The Wrigley Building was the first air-conditioned office building in the city, and its gleaming white terracotta, French Renaissance details and iconic clock face are the stuff of postcards.
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Sloomoo Institute

Get slimed

If you’re an adult who grew up dreaming of getting slimed on Nickelodeon, this is the destination of your dreams. And your kids are guaranteed to love it too. The Sloomoo Institute in Chicago is one of four in the US where kids and adults can indulge themselves in multi-sensory playscapes oozing with slime. Dig your hand into vats of the stuff in different scents and textures, and walk past fun mirrors that’ll transform you into a slime creature. There’s even the option to design your own custom blend slime, should you be up for the challenge.


Ohio Street Beach

Feel sand between your toes

This small sandy beach is close enough to downtown that you can swim and sunbathe in the shadows of skyscrapers. It’s also one of the best places in the city for practicing open water swimming, thanks to a half-mile stretch of Lake Michigan where it’s possible to swim in shallow water just a few feet from the seawall. Swimming is allowed when lifeguards are on duty during the summer beach season, which is from the Friday before Memorial Day through Labor Day.

The beach is accessible from a lakefront trail, and yoga classes take place here during the summer.
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Driehaus Museum

Return to the gilded age

Walking into the Driehaus Museum is like walking into the Gilded Age. Marble, onyx, intricately carved wood and gorgeous stained glass greet visitors to this 1883 mansion, the most expensive in Chicago at the time of its construction. Owner Samuel Nickerson, a prominent banker, lived in the home for just seven years. A century after his family’s departure, the mansion was purchased by a local businessman and turned into a museum. Today, this is a place to inspect the finest home interiors money could buy in the 1800s – many of the home’s original features remain intact, and several surprises are hidden in plain sight. Look for lions among the wall carvings and on the glass mosaic on the Reception Room fireplace. Spend some time gawking at the intricate ceilings and soaring columns in the Main Hall. The museum excels at tours, so try to schedule your visit around one of these, or join a museum-hosted neighborhood walking tour.
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House of Blues

Channel your inner Dan Aykroyd

This rock and blues themed entertainment venue was co-founded by Dan Aykroyd, co-star of the 1980 movie The Blues Brothers, which was shot in Chicago. This is one of about a dozen House of Blues locations across the US. Jay-Z, Prince, Kesha, Snoop Dogg and Chris Isaak are among the legends that have taken the stage here. The Chicago location includes a standing-room-only concert venue where all tickets are general admission. There’s also a restaurant that hosts more casual live music performances and serves up Southern menu items like jambalaya, fried chicken and baby back ribs.
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Marina City

Check out the corn cobs

These towering giants take up almost an entire city block along the river. If you’re a Wilco fan, you’ll recognize the Marina City towers from the cover of Yankee Hotel Foxtrot. If you’re a Steve McQueen fan, you’ll recognize them from his drive off a high floor of the parking garage and into the Chicago River, a scene that’s since been recreated by the insurance company Allstate. They also made an appearance in Ferris Bueller’s Day Off. When Marina City opened in the 1960s, the pair of 65-story apartment towers were the tallest residential buildings – and tallest reinforced concrete structures – in the world. Often said to resemble a pair of Illinois corn cobs, each of these towers is built around a core of elevators, and an exposed spiral parking garage occupies several lower floors. Today, these buildings are condos, but unlike most residential units in the world, these have almost no interior right angles. This is also where you’ll find the House of Blues.
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MORE IN NEAR NORTH & NAVY PIER

Skyscrapers, Gothic Towers & Corn Cobs

Explore urban architecture

Some of the best experiences in Chicago can be had for free and on foot. Take a walk through the Roaring ’20s and into the 1960s with a self-guided architectural walking tour. Start at theMart, the largest building in the world when it opened in 1930. Walk eastward toward the 1914 Reid Murdoch & Co Building. This building is held up as an example of the Chicago School of Architecture and once was symmetrical. A portion of the building was removed in 1926 to widen LaSalle St.

Head east for another block to check out Marina City, the pair of cylindrical 588ft residential towers built in 1960. These iconic towers, often said to resemble corn cobs, have appeared in several movies over the years, including Batman Begins, Ferris Bueller’s Day Off, The Blues Brothers and The Dark Knight.

Walk a few more blocks east to DuSable Bridge and check out its decorative scenes from history. Head north for a close-up view of the Wrigley Building, a shimmering white 1920s skyscraper that’ll almost make you feel as if you’ve crossed a portal into another time. Head across the street to check out the Tribune Tower.

A Full Square Mile of Retail

Shop, sip or run the Magnificent Mile

Shop at the world’s largest Ralph Lauren store and pick up a coffee at Ralph’s, its on-site coffee shop. Wander through the stunning Burberry US flagship location. Drop serious cash at high-end stores like Tiffany & Co, Neiman Marcus, Saks Fifth Avenue and Rolex. Or shop names including Levi’s, Nike, Victoria’s Secret and Zara. Pick up a Chicago-winter-worthy coat at Canada Goose, refuel with coffee at the five-story Starbucks Reserve Roastery, the largest Starbucks in the world, or shop for unique home goods at P.O.S.H. Chicago.

Take a break from shopping with curling on the terrace of the Gwen Hotel, or spend a cold or rainy day indoors at the Shops at North Bridge. Shop vintage pop-ups in the spring, stopping to smell the thousands of tulips that bloom along the Magnificent Mile in April and May. Kick-off holiday celebrations with the Magnificent Mile Lights Festival and parade in November, featuring appearances by Mickey Mouse, Minnie Mouse, Santa Claus and some truly fabulous holiday floats. Or experience this iconic stretch by running the Mag Mile 5K or 10K in September.


BEST FOR LOCAL SHOPPING

Big names and glitzy storefronts may draw shoppers to this area, but it’s the one-of-a-kind boutiques that offer the most charming retail experiences.

Colores Mexicanos

Shop for handmade Mexican clothing and arts and crafts at this woman- and immigrant-owned boutique on Michigan Ave.

Mary Mary Gifts

Head inside the 138-year-old building that houses this unique store to shop for gifts from around the world, including from its Kids Corner.

Garrett Popcorn

Stop by to pick up the ultimate Chicago souvenir – a can of world-famous popcorn. The Chicago Mix – the perfect sweet and salty blend of Garrett’s CaramelCrisp and CheeseCorn flavors – is the hometown favorite.




A THRIFTER’S DREAM

Chicago is one of the best cities in the country for secondhand shopping, but you’ll need to venture beyond the Magnificent Mile. For a full day of bargain hunting, head to Wicker Park, where you’ll find more than half a dozen thrift shops clustered along Milwaukee Ave.




BEST RIVER TOUR OPERATORS

Wendella Tours & Cruises

During WWII, this company’s vessels served as water taxis between Navy Pier and the Great Lakes Naval Training Station. Nowadays, it operates 45- and 90-minute architecture river tours.

Shoreline Sightseeing

This company launched in 1939 with 25¢ sightseeing tours. It now operates 11 boats and six water taxis. The latter operate from May through September and for special events.

Chicago’s First Lady

This operator partners with the Chicago Architecture Center to run its popular architecture tours.



An Urban Water Adventure

Kayak a historic river

An excellent way to take in Chicago’s soaring skyscrapers on a sunny summer day is from a kayak on the Chicago River. Float past icons of American architecture as you make your way through canyons of glistening steel and concrete or head out onto the wide expanse of Lake Michigan.

Learn how the Chicago River, a key artery connecting the Mississippi River with the Great Lakes, influenced the city’s growth and development. Enjoy an evening of paddling a moonlit river against the backdrop of brightly lit towering giants. Or get acquainted with a more sinister side of Chicago history paddling the river listening to Wateriders guides’ ghost stories and tales of the larger-than-life local characters like Prohibition-era gangster Al Capone.

Wateriders, Chicago’s oldest kayak rental company, starts its tours a few blocks northwest of theMart. Kids as young as two are welcome, and double and single kayaks are available. Tours are generally between 1½ and two hours long. You can also rent a kayak and carve out your own route, or bring your own kayak. Canoes are not allowed on the Chicago River.

A Tour Even Locals Love

Cruise the Chicago River

There are few better vantage points for experiencing Chicago architecture than a boat on the Chicago River. Dive deep into 100 years of citty history on the Chicago Architecture Center’s 90-minute river tour. Or sail through decades of American architectural history on a 45-minute or hour-long river cruise.

Admire the shimmering white Wrigley Building and marvel at the unusual Marina City towers and relax in the shadows of iconic skyscrapers as you learn how architectural innovations developed in the Windy City have changed the world. River cruise season kicks off on March 17 each year with a special St Patrick’s Day event. Feast on corned beef sandwiches, sip on Guinness and get a close-up view of the world’s most captivating St Patrick’s Day tradition: cruise the river as teams deploy the dye that turns the river a bright shade of green any leprechaun would love.

Cruises run through November, weather permitting. Some are dog-friendly. For a more private way of experiencing the river, consider renting an electric boat – the Chicago Electric Boat Company has options for groups from four to 24. There’s even a floating hot tub option.

Eating in Near North: Best Breakfast & Brunch

Beatrix: An extensive weekend brunch and weekday breakfast menu with fresh-squeezed juices and a creative coffee bar. hours vary $$

Kanela Breakfast Club: Greek-inspired American brunch staples with hints of cinnamon – kanela means cinnamon in Greek. 8am-3pm $$

Egg Harbor Cafe: A local breakfast chain with elevated diner vibes and kids and gluten-free menus. 7am-2pm $$

Doughnut Vault: Chicago’s fluffiest glazed doughnuts served up in a chandelier-clad shop that was once a bank vault. 7:30am-1pm $



CHICAGO FOOD, CULTURE & HISTORY WALK
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Start your 1.7-mile walk at the 1 Chicago Water Tower, one of the few structures to survive the Great Fire of 1871. The castle-like structure was built to house a powerful water pump, but its roof went up in flames, rendering the pump useless against the fire.

From here, walk south along the 2 Magnificent Mile, one of the best shopping destinations in the USA. Pop into the world’s largest Ralph Lauren store, stroll past luxury department stores like Saks Fifth Avenue and window shop at Burberry.

Take a break when you arrive in front of the 3 Tribune Tower. This Gothic Revival tower once housed the Chicago Tribune newspaper but is being converted into residential condos.

Keep heading south on Michigan Ave until you get to 4 DuSable Bridge. Check out the reliefs depicting the development of Chicago and notice the Parisian flair of this late-1800s beaux-arts bridge.

Next, head across Michigan Ave and down the stairs toward the 5 Billy Goat Tavern, the inspiration for the iconic Saturday Night Live ‘cheezborger’ skit. Head north a few blocks and make a left on Ohio St. Stop at the corner of Ohio and N Wabash Ave, the birthplace of Chicago deep-dish pizza. 6 Pizzeria Uno, the city’s first deep-dish pizzeria, still operates at this location.

Continue west on Ohio St. Check out the mid-century modern 7 Ohio House Motel at Ohio and N LaSalle Dr. Take a right on N Orleans St, where you’ll find 8 Mr Beef, the sandwich shop that inspired The Bear, and 9 Green Door Tavern, a neighborhood bar that traces its history to 1872.




WALLS THAT TALK

The Tribune Tower may no longer house a newspaper, but its walls still tell the world’s stories. In 1914, a Chicago Tribune correspondent covering WWI brought back a chunk of history, starting what would become a tradition of bringing back pieces of the world’s most interesting places.

Today, there are about 150 fragments of famous structures like the Great Wall of China, the Berlin Wall, the White House and the Great Pyramid embedded in the exterior of the Gothic tower on Michigan Ave. The building is being converted into a residential tower.



An Urban Lakefront

Sail Lake Michigan

Chicago wouldn’t be the city it is without Lake Michigan, and there’s no better way to experience this watery behemoth than by boat. Hop onto a speedboat for a thrilling ride across the second largest of the five Great Lakes. Bask in the sunshine while taking in the city’s towering skyline from the water at 45mph. Hear how skyscrapers rose where grassy marshland once stood and learn how waterfront cities like Chicago became hubs for commercial industry and transportation. For a more relaxed ride through Chicago history, opt for a brunch, lunch or dinner cruise on Lake Michigan.

The views are especially magical on July 4, when the USA celebrates Independence Day, and during the Chicago Air & Water Show in August. Cruises depart from Navy Pier, and it’s possible to sail on Lake Michigan year-round. Otherwise, consider renting a boat, with a captain if needed, through a local boat rental agency.
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Eating in Near North: Best Steakhouses

Kinzie Chophouse: A woman-owned steakhouse known for its dry-aged meats and Sunday tasting menu. hours vary $$$

Bavette’s Bar & Boeuf: Make your reservations early to get into this sexy steakhouse that feels more like a speakeasy. 4-10:30pm $$$

Chicago Chop House: Come here to feast on seafood appetizers, perfectly cooked steaks and all of your favorite sides. 4-10pm $$$

Gene & Georgetti: Thick, well-aged steaks in a historic restaurant where Frank Sinatra used to eat. 11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri-Sun $$$


An Epic Art Canvas

Experience art

Watch art come to life on the 2.5-acre canvas that is one of the largest and most interesting buildings in the United States. When it was opened in 1930, theMart, then known as the Merchandise Mart, was the largest building in the world. It spans two entire city blocks, rises for 25 stories and even had its own zip code for a while.

This building was constructed to serve as a warehouse for Marshall Field, which at the time had its sights set on the wholesale distribution business. The Great Depression had other ideas for the now-defunct retailer, and the company’s Chicago distribution dreams were never realized.

Nowadays, it goes by the moniker theMart, and an estimated 30,000 people pass through its doors each day. By day, it’s a design center, transit hub and office building. At night it becomes a canvas for the world’s largest digital art projection.

Every evening after dusk from April through December, the riverfront facade of theMart becomes the city’s art canvas for a half-hour. See the Art Institute of Chicago’s collection set to music against this architectural icon. Experience the results of collaborations with local and international artists. Or get a different perspective of the Joffrey Ballet’s take on The Nutcracker. A top place to take in this free show is from the section of the Chicago Riverwalk that’s between Wells and Franklin Sts.


BEST FREE THINGS TO DO

Art on the Mart

Watch art come to life as the facade of theMart transforms into the world’s largest permanent digital art projection after dark.

Go fishing

Head to the North Dock at Navy Pier to cast your reel for salmon, bass, perch and trout.

Hit the beach

Enjoy the sunshine at Ohio Street Beach at the edge of downtown.

Take a tour

Request a customized two-hour neighborhood tour with a volunteer guide from Chicago Greeter (chicagogreeter.com), a program from the city’s tourism bureau.



Drinking in Near North & Navy Pier: Best Bars

Three Dots and a Dash: A fun tiki bar with rum flights and its own speakeasy, the Bamboo Room. 4pm-midnight Sun-Wed, to 1am Thu & Fri, 2pm-1am Sat

Library at Gilt Bar: World-class cocktails with velvet booths, vintage art and speakeasy vibes. 6-10:30pm Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Green Door Tavern: A century-old neighborhood bar that’s a great option for a burger and a beer. hours vary

Centennial Crafted Beer & Eatery: Fifty taps of craft beer in a cozy neighborhood bar that serves up beer flights. hours vary


BEST CANNABIS DISPENSARIES

Chicago cannabis dispensaries are open as late as 10pm and accept only cash or debit cards, usually for an additional fee. Purchasers must be 21 or older, and a valid ID is required. There are no legal delivery services, so you’ll have to shop in person.

Ascend Cannabis Dispensary

This straightforward dispensary stocks flowers, edibles, concentrates, pre-rolls and tinctures.

Green Rose Dispensary

This shop has just as varied an inventory and is the most aesthetic cannabis shopping environment you’ll find in the neighborhood.



Visit SNL’s Favorite Burger Joint

Order a cheezeborger

Recreate an iconic Saturday Night Live sketch at the low-key burger joint that inspired comedians Bill Murray, John Belushi and Dan Akroyd. Walking into the Billy Goat Tavern, located down the stairs on Lower Michigan Ave, you can almost hear the yells, ‘Cheezeborger, Cheezeborger … No Pepsi.’

This is the Billy Goat Tavern where the famous Saturday Night Live Cheezeborger skit is set. It traces its history to 1934 when an immigrant entrepreneur wrote a bounced check to buy a Chicago bar. Proprietor William Sianis eventually paid for the bar with proceeds from the first weekend’s sales. The Billy Goat Tavern has been serving up burgers, hot dogs and comedic inspiration ever since and moved to its current flagship location in 1964.

Murray, Belushi and Aykroyd were known to frequent this place when they were Chicago residents. Murray is still known to pop into the tavern, which has a small dining area, a long counter and walls lined with photos of famous patrons. The menu is limited, and the house specialty is the Cheezeborger – a fresh Kaiser bun filled with stackable beef patties, sliced cheese, kosher dill pickle slices and onions. It’s never served with lettuce or tomato.

If that’s a deal breaker, consider an all-day breakfast sandwich, hot dog or Italian beef sandwich. Whatever you do, don’t try to order a Pepsi. The Billy Goat Tavern only serves Coca-Cola products.
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Eating in Near North: Best for Dinner

Tzuco: French-inspired Mexican cuisine from a two-time Michelin star chef. 4-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri, 10am-2pm & 4-11pm Sat, to 9pm Sun $$

Indienne: A Michelin-starred Indian tasting menu with vegetarian and pescatarian options. 5-10pm Mon-Sat $$$

Quartino: One of the city’s best red-sauce Italian restaurants. 11:30am-12:30am, from 11am Sat & Sun $$

Harry Caray’s Italian Steakhouse: A white-tablecloth Italian restaurant that’s an ode to sportscaster Harry Caray. 11:30am-10pm $$

Tortoise Supper Club: A high-end supper club dining experience with fresh seafood, prime rib and live jazz. 5-9pm Tue-Sat $$$

Untitled Supper Club: Have a gourmet meal and enjoy everything from live aerial entertainment to burlesque. hours vary $$$

Purple Pig: James Beard Award–winning restaurant specializing in small plates and pork dishes. 11am-10pm $$

Topolobampo: Fine-dining Mexican restaurant that’s the hub of the celebrity chef Rick Bayless’ local restaurant empire. hours vary $$$


Hear Live Jazz

Tap your foot to the beat

One of the best jazz cities in America, Chicago has developed its own signature sound – a mix of Mississippi Delta and New Orleans Dixieland style but with faster tempos, longer solos, and heavy bass and guitar. And you don’t have to venture far from Navy Pier to experience it.

This part of town is home to a few noteworthy clubs and a weekend jazz brunch that might just be the best way to get acquainted with the sound of Chicago jazz.

Start your exploration at Andy’s, a dive bar where live jazz shows made their premiere in 1977. Nowadays, the intimate club hosts three 75-minute jazz shows every night.

Or head to Tortoise Supper Club, a couple of blocks away, for an upscale supper-club-style dinner experience with a live jazz soundtrack. Walk east for a few blocks and you’ll find another intimate jazz club, Winter’s Jazz Club, near Navy Pier. With seating for just 125, you might just feel like you’re getting a private serenade.


THE ORIGINAL CHICAGO DEEP DISH

Pizza may have been invented in Italy, but Chicagoans might argue it was perfected in the Windy City at a pizzeria that’s still in business today. Chicago-style deep dish made its debut at the corner of Ohio and Wabash St in 1943 when the original owners of Pizzeria Uno decided to flip traditional pizza recipes – literally.

They started with deep cast-iron pans and then layered cheese, veggies and meats directly onto hand-rolled pizza dough before topping it all off with a thick layer of freshly made tomato sauce. After 45 minutes in the oven – far longer than any Italian wood-fired pizza maker would ever consider – Chicago-style deep-dish pizza was born.



Eating in Near North & Navy Pier: Best Deep-Dish Pizza

Pizzeria Uno: For the original Chicago deep-dish. It still makes a solid cheese and tomato pie. 11am-11pm $$

Gino’s East: Golden pizza crusts in an iconic setting. 11am-10pm $$

Lou Malnati’s: Get the spicy sausage blend that’ll help power you through a busy day of shopping. 11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat $$

Giordano’s: A deep-dish pizza that’s a modern twist on an Italian grandmother’s legendary Easter Pie. 11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat $$


THE MUDDY WATERS EFFECT

Chicago didn’t invent the blues, but the arrival of legendary blues musician Muddy Waters in 1943 transformed the city into a blues boomtown. Chicago musicians embraced the electric guitar, combining it with the sound of harmonicas distorted by amplifiers to create a unique style of blues music. By the 1960s, fans around the world – and musicians from Chuck Berry to the Rolling Stones and Allman Brothers Band – were listening.

The Chicago Blues Festival, the world’s largest free blues festival, has been held every June since 1984. For the rest of the year, head to the House of Blues, or Kingston Mines in Lincoln Park.



Go on an Italian Beef Crawl

Eat your way across chicago

If watching The Bear has you craving an authentic Italian beef sandwich, you’ve come to the right part of town. Each of Chicago’s iconic Italian beef purveyors has outposts here, making it easy to try all of the city’s favorites.

Start at Mr Beef, the sandwich shop that inspired the award-winning TV show. The show’s creator, Christopher Storer, has been friends with Mr Beef owner Chris Zucchero, who took over the shop from his father, since elementary school. About 90% of the show’s pilot was shot at the family-owned sandwich shop, which specializes in Chicago-style Italian beef sandwiches served with sweet peppers and spicy giardiniera (pickled vegetables).

Next, head to Al’s #1 Italian Beef – which has a convenient walk-up window – on N Wells St. Al’s award-winning sandwiches are how Italian beef got its name – the shop’s owners were Italian and making beef sandwiches, so they began calling them Italian beef. From here, walk a few blocks to Portillo’s & Barnelli’s, where beef is slow-roasted for four hours after being dipped in a custom seasoning blend 50 years in the making. If you’re up for trying one more sandwich, keep going to Buona, a third-generation family-owned company that’s now the largest Italian beef producer in the country.
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KINGSTON MINES

Kingston Mines has been bringing blues to the masses since 1968. It’s the largest and oldest continuously operating blues club in Chicago. The Rolling Stones played here in 1978. A previous iteration of the venue included the theater where the musical Grease premiered.




Celebrate St Patrick’s Day

Embrace a Chicago tradition

One of the biggest and best St Patrick’s Day parties in the world right happens along the Chicago River. The fun starts the Saturday before the big day when the local plumbers union dumps a vibrant green dye into the river. Crowds line up along the streets that run north and south of the river early on what’s usually a cold spring morning to catch the show.

The local tradition started in 1962 when the city had a mayor, Richard J Daley, who was of Irish descent. At first, the aim was to turn all of Lake Michigan green to celebrate the day, but that proved just a bit too ambitious. With 100 pounds of dye, local plumbers turned their attention to the river instead, and a Chicago tradition was born.

To experience this unique tradition, take a river cruise. Off the river, one of the prime places to watch is Upper Wacker between State and Columbus. But prepare yourself – crowds start lining up before 8am, and the street party is in full swing by the time the river dyeing starts.

The river maintains its green color for about a week, and the city hosts one of the largest St Patrick’s Day parades in the US after the river dyeing.


IRISH INFLUENCES

In the 1840s, Irish immigrants flocked to Chicago to escape the Irish famine. The first local Irish parade was held in 1843, and by 1890, an estimated 300,000 people had come from Ireland to Chicago as domestic laborers, meat packers and police officers.

Today, Chicago has one of the largest Irish populations of any US city. There’s an Irish American Heritage Center in Albany Park, a particularly vibrant community in Beverly, and Irish pubs across the city.







Gold Coast
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HISTORIC MANSIONS AND HIGH-END FASHION

These streets aren’t lined with gold, but sometimes it feels like they could be. This section of Chicago is home to designer boutiques, Victorian architecture and some of the most charming tree-lined streets in the city.
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At a time when most of his peers lived further south, Chicago retail and real estate mogul Potter Palmer moved to the Gold Coast in 1882, helping to transform this swath of swampland into one of the most affluent neighborhoods in the United States. If this area feels a bit like walking through an Ernest Hemingway novel, it could be because the author sought inspiration in the neighborhood, one of Chicago’s most charming. These peaceful tree-lined streets are home to Gilded Age edifices, including the former Playboy Mansion, and to one of the first homes designed by the legendary architect Frank Lloyd Wright, then working as an apprentice for another legendary local architect, Louis Sullivan.

Gold Coast is home to just a handful of hotels, mostly higher-end properties like the Four Seasons and Viceroy, but it’s a neighborhood that’s worth a visit regardless of where you stay. This stretch of lakefront property is Chicago’s architectural jewel box. It’s home to many of the city’s highest-end designer shops, and it’s where you’ll find one of the most scenic stretches of lakefront.

Take a long stroll along Oak Street Beach while taking in some of the best skyline views in the city. Have a drink at the historic Drake Hotel, where Tom Cruise famously met up with Rebecca De Mornay in the 1983 movie Risky Business. Check out the views from the observation deck of 875 N Michigan Ave, a skyscraper that forever changed how these towering giants are built. Spend a day enveloped in modern pieces at the Museum of Contemporary Art, or indulge your love of sports at the Chicago Sports Museum. Check out the historic Water Tower that survived the Chicago fire of 1871, or find an outdoor spot for coffee and enjoy the idyllic neighborhood Potter may have envisioned when he moved his family here.
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Don’t Miss…

875 N MICHIGAN AVE

A nearly 100-story icon that forever changed the way skyscrapers are built.

CHARNLEY-PERSKY HOUSE

An icon of American residential architecture designed by Louis Sullivan and his apprentice Frank Lloyd Wright.

OAK STREET BEACH

A sandy urban beach for swimming and sunbathing in the shadows of iconic skyscrapers.

MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART

One of the nation’s most voracious collectors of work by Black female artists.

DRAKE HOTEL

A grand historic hotel with endless stories to tell and lots of Hollywood appearances.

INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM OF SURGICAL SCIENCE

The only museum of surgical science in North America.




TOP TIP

The best things to do in this neighborhood are free. Spend a sunny day lounging at Oak Street Beach. Take yourself on a walking tour of the opulent Astor St District. Stop by the Playboy Mansion, or enjoy a walk along one of the city’s most scenic stretches of lakefront.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Charnley-Persky House

2Museum of Contemporary Art

SIGHTS

31525 N Astor St

4360 Chicago

5875 N Michigan Ave

6Astor Street

7Chicago Sports Museum

8Chicago Water Tower

9International Museum of Surgical Science

10Loyola University Museum of Art

11Newberry Library

12Oak Street Beach

13Patterson-McCormick Mansion

14Playboy Mansion

15Wooden Alley

SLEEPING

16Claridge House

17Drake Hotel

18Waldorf Astoria Chicago

EATING

193 Arts Club Cafe

203rd Coast Cafe

21Adalina

22Ambassador Room

23Bellevue

24Bistronomic

25Blue Door Kitchen & Garden

26Carmine’s

27Chicago Q

28Gibson’s

29Goddess & the Grocer

30Hugo’s Frog Bar & Fish House

31La Storia

32Le Colonial

33Lou Malnati’s

34Maple & Ash

35Mister J’s

36Original Pancake House

37Pizano’s

38Rosebud Steakhouse

39Small Cheval

40Sprinkles Cupcakes

41Tempo Cafe

DRINKING

42Big Shoulders Coffee

43Cafecito

44Dollop

45Hangge-Uppe

46Hopsmith

47PiniPico

48Sparrow

49Zebra Lounge

ENTERTAINMENT

50Lookingglass Theatre Company

SHOPPING

(see 7)American Girl

51Aritzia

52Carolina Herrera

53Cartier

54Chanel

55Christian Louboutin

56Dior

57Gold Coast Couture

58Hermès

59Lululemon

60Madewell

61Moncler

62Patagonia

63Prada

64Tom Ford




Chicago Water Tower

A fire survivor

The Chicago Water Tower is one of the few structures that survived the Great Chicago Fire of 1871. It was built just a couple of years earlier to house a powerful water pump, the kind that could fight fires like the one that decimated Chicago. But the building’s roof went up in flames during the conflagration, damaging the powerful water pumps inside the building and rendering them useless. Just the limestone structure you see now survived.
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Charnley-Persky House

Study architectural history

The Charnley-Persky House was designed by legendary architect Louis Sullivan with the help of a young apprentice, Frank Lloyd Wright, who would become an American architectural legend himself. It was built for a wealthy labor baron, James Charnley, in the late 1800s but bears little resemblance to its Victorian-era peers. Sullivan and Wright opted instead for geometric shapes, wide archways and symmetrical design elements. In doing so, the pair paved the way toward a new era of residential design.

The three-level house welcomes visitors with a large mosaic fireplace whose repeating oval design immediately stands out. Look around and you’ll see sharp rectangles and perfect circles emerge from the wood and a foreshadowing of the Prairie Style of architecture that would become Wright’s signature. This home conceals a magnificent 30ft rectangular skylight that showers light down below with a modest entrance. The house was purchased by philanthropist Seymour Persky in 1994 and is now the headquarters of the Society of Architectural Historians. It’s open to visitors, and free tours are held every Wednesday.
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Museum of Contemporary Art

Envelop yourself in modern art

The Museum of Contemporary Art is all about celebrating the world’s greatest contemporary creators. It’s where Jeff Koons held his first solo museum exhibition and where Frida Kahlo’s first US show was held. Legendary dancers including Mikhail Baryshnikov and Martha Graham have also performed here.

Begin your visit at the street-level staircase, an excellent spot for people-watching on warm summer days. Head up the stairs to find pieces from the museum’s vast post-WWII collection, including Jasper Johns, Andy Warhol and Kara Walker, a Black artist best known for her artistic silhouettes and for showing the long-lasting tragic effects of slavery – the museum is one of the nation’s most voracious collectors of work by Black female artists. And while art is the museum’s big draw, its architecture is also to be admired. Check out the leaf-shaped spiral staircase at the northwestern corner of the building. The view looking up might just be inspiring enough to make you want to climb to the top. While the museum does charge admission, several spaces can be enjoyed for free. The museum stays open late on Tuesday evenings.
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TUESDAYS ON THE TERRACE

One of the best ways to experience the Museum of Contemporary Art is through Tuesdays on the Terrace. The summer concert series is free to attend and takes place at the museum’s terrace garden. The event has historically featured jazz performers but has been expanding the lineup to include musicians representing other genres.

Performances begin at 5:30pm and end at 8pm. Food and drinks are available for purchase or pack your own picnic.




Newberry Library

Visit a different kind of library

This independent research library and exhibit space is open to the public and always free to visit. Come here to dig into documents and books spanning 600 years of human history, including one of the largest collections of materials related to American Indian and Indigenous communities in the world. It also has an extensive amount of material on Chicago and the Midwest and displays one of the largest collections of postcards in the US.
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International Museum of Surgical Science

Learn the history of medicine

This 10,000-sq-ft mansion along the lakefront is home to the only museum of surgical science in North America. Walk through two floors of medical history set inside an opulent Gilded Age mansion and learn how operating rooms have evolved over the years. The museum is also home to a replica 19th-century apothecary. Check out old advertisements for toothache drops made with cocaine – then available for the bargain price of 15 cents – and stroll by the sculptures that line the Hall of Immortals. There’s also a collection of rotating temporary galleries and a section focused on nursing.

[image: jpg]

International Museum of Surgical Science | GINA KELLY/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©

Playboy Mansion

Visit an American icon

During the 1960s and early 1970s, the elegant brick and limestone building at 1340 N State Pkwy was where some of the wildest parties of the era were constantly underway. Originally constructed in 1899 for a wealthy local doctor, this property eventually became Hugh Hefner’s home and the original Playboy Mansion. Hefner founded Playboy magazine in Chicago in 1953, bought the Gold Coast property in 1959 and lived there until 1971 when he decamped for California. If you’re hoping to get inside, you’re out of luck. The building is now filled with high-end condos; you’ll have to settle for a selfie outside.


Wooden Alley

Walk an unusual street

It isn’t hard to miss this historic artifact during a walk through the neighborhood. This unique one-block alley connects Astor and State Sts using a paving method that was briefly popular during the 19th century, a time when wood was cheaper than other options. Wooden Alley, behind the Archbishop’s Residence, is the only wood-block paved roadway that remains in Chicago, built in 1909 as cheaper construction methods were just beginning to render wood-block paving unfashionable.
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Loyola University Museum of Art

Study art’s spiritual side

The Loyola University Museum of Art is dedicated to exploring the spiritual side of art. It’s known for having one of the most extensive collections of medieval, Renaissance and Baroque works in the Midwest. You’ll need to request an appointment to visit, but the Windows of Faith exhibit alone will make the effort worth it. These five stained-glass windows were created by local artists and designed to reflect Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and Judaism.
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3 Arts Club Cafe

Have a memorable brunch

One of the most stylish places for brunch in the city sits in the central courtyard of RH Chicago, the fanciest six-story Restoration Hardware you’ve ever seen. An enormous central skylight is reminiscent of the glamorous Palm Court in the Plaza Hotel in Manhattan, while the 3 Arts Club Cafe menu offers an array of American classics for brunch, lunch or dinner, an extensive wine list and lots of cocktail options. You’ll want to linger a bit before or after your meal to check out the architectural details of the building, constructed in 1914 as a residence for young women studying music, drama and the visual arts – and maybe shop for new furniture.

Chicago Sports Museum

Experience the best of chicago sports

The Chicago Sports Museum is a 23,000-sq-ft ode to professional sports in the city. Whether it’s the Bulls, Bears, Chicago Blackhawks or Cubs you can’t get enough of, you can celebrate your team here.

See how your vertical jump measures up against Michael Jordan’s. Compare your wingspan to Scottie Pippen’s, which comes in at 7ft 3in. Or slip on a replica of the Super Bowl ring crafted for Chicago Bears player William ‘Refrigerator’ Perry, the largest Super Bowl ring ever made.

This interactive museum uses virtual reality and body-tracking technology to make visitors feel like they’re in the game with their favorite athletes. It also offers lots of chances to test – or show off – your sports trivia expertise. Long-time Cubs fans will appreciate the vast collection of 2016 World Series memorabilia. There’s also an entire section dedicated to the Cubs’ World Series journey.

At $10 for adults, admission is cheaper than a ticket to the average Chicago museum – or bring a receipt from Harry Caray’s 7th Inning Stretch restaurant for free entry.
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Lookingglass Theatre Company

Experience award-winning theater

This Tony Award–winning theater company founded by Northwestern University graduates is known for presenting cutting-edge works. It won a 2011 Tony Award for Outstanding Regional Theatre, and is where Friends star David Schwimmer chose to bring his adaptation of Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle and where ensemble member David Catlin created a fanciful circus tribute to author Lewis Caroll, Lookingglass Alice. These shows are often reproduced in other cities, but there’s nothing like experiencing them first at this cozy theater that shares a space with the functioning water utility in the Water Tower Water Works building.
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Astor Street Historic District

Walk Chicago’s Prettiest Street

Taking a stroll along glamorous Astor Street is like taking a walk through a century of architectural history. The 19th-century homes here were built over the span of a century and represent a variety of architectural styles. Among these ornate residences, you’ll find high-rise apartment buildings like Astor Tower, one of the filming locations for Quentin Tarantino’s Inglourious Basterds. Pay attention to 1525 N Astor, where the son of Mary Todd and Abraham Lincoln once lived, and Charnley-Persky House, a pivotal piece of American residential architecture by Louis Sullivan and Frank Lloyd Wright.
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875 N Michigan Ave

Learn how skyscrapers soar

This nearly 100-story tower forever changed the way skyscrapers are built. Designed by Peruvian-American architect Bruce Graham and Bangladeshi-American structural engineer Fazlur Khan, 875 N Michigan was the second-tallest in the world – behind the Empire State Building in New York – when it was completed. It has a unique X-braced exterior that provides a glimpse into the structural systems that keep the building upright, regardless of wind or an earthquake. It’s considered one of the best examples of structural expressionist architecture, and its construction paved the way for even taller skyscrapers. Previously known as the John Hancock Center, it provided the setting for the 1988 movie Poltergeist III. The building currently houses offices, a few retail stores, residences and an observation deck. It is now the 33rd tallest building in the world.
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AN ABSENT NAMESAKE

The Astor St Historic District may bear his name, but it’s not because John Jacob Astor lived here. In fact, the wealthy businessman never even lived in Chicago or many of the other places – like Astoria, Oregon, and Astoria, Wisconsin – that also carry his name. At the time, bearing the name of someone wealthy was a marker of fashionability that could make or break a neighborhood. In the Gold Coast’s case, it worked. Anchored by the Astor St Historic District, the area is now one of the most expensive neighborhoods in the United States.



MORE IN THE GOLD COAST

Opulent Mansions

Experience Chicago’s Gilded Age

At a time when the most fashionable people were living on Prairie Ave on the South Side of town, Chicago’s leading power couple went another direction. After moving out of their Palmer House Hotel, the wealthy local businessman Potter Palmer, his wife Bertha and their sons moved north. They built the largest, finest, costliest home in the city, a Romanesque-English Gothic-style residence nicknamed the Castle. Many wealthy Chicagoans followed in their footsteps, building dozens of Victorian mansions along Astor St, a leafy boulevard named after the wealthy businessman John Jacob Astor. The Palmers’ castle has been torn down, but preservation efforts in the 1970s have kept the Gilded Age – and the Palmers’ legacy – alive through the landmark neighborhood they left behind.

Take a walking tour of the Astor St Historic District with the Chicago Architecture Center or chart your own course. If you go the independent route, be sure to stop at 1525 N Astor St, the former home of Robert Todd Lincoln, the son of Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln, and the Patterson-McCormick Mansion. The latter was commissioned by Chicago Tribune owner Joseph Medill in 1893 as a wedding gift for his daughter. It’s now private condos, so you’ll have to admire it from the outside.
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Drinking in the Gold Coast: Best Bars & Lounges

Sparrow: A stylish Cuban-inspired cocktail bar serving rum-, coconut- and pineapple-forward drinks. 4pm-2am Sun-Fri, to 3am Sat

Zebra Lounge: A zebra-themed piano bar featuring live music every night of the week. 7pm-2am Mon-Fri, 7:30pm-3am Sat, to 2am Sun

Hopsmith: This two-level bar and restaurant offers a large selection of beers on tap at reasonable prices. 11am-4am Sun-Fri, to 5am Sat

Hangge-Uppe: Late-night dance bar with DJs and a basement that’s always playing music from the 1970s and ’80s. 9pm-4am Thu & Fri, to 5am Sat


BIRTHPLACE OF SKYSCRAPERS

Chicago isn’t just a city of skyscrapers, it’s the city that gave the world the skyscraper. The first of these architectural giants was the 10-story Home Insurance Company building, which stood at the corner of LaSalle and Adams Sts from 1885 until 1931. At 138ft, the building’s height may no longer impress, but its innovative construction technique – the use of a ‘Chicago skeleton’ – continues to transform skylines around the world. Architect William LeBaron Jenney used iron and rolled steel beams to construct a lighter building frame, an advancement that would allow for the construction of some of the tallest skyscrapers in the world. Among them is the 110-story Willis Tower, the eighth-tallest building on Earth.



Eating in the Gold Coast: Best for Dinner

Adalina: Modern Italian cuisine served by tuxedo-clad waiters. Have a cocktail at the downstairs bar, Rose Lounge, before dinner. hours vary $$$

Le Colonial: Upscale Vietnamese in an elegant setting designed to transport guests to 1920s Saigon. noon-10pm $$$

Bellevue: Classy casual restaurant best known for its giant prime rib and Italian beef wontons. noon-11pm Mon-Fri, 10am-11pm Sat & Sun $$$

Bistronomic: Delicious French staples like duck breast and escargot, but it’s the incredible desserts that stand out most. hours vary $$$

A Sky-High Observation Deck

See the whole city

The towering skyscraper named after its address at 875 N Michigan is made of enough aluminum to cover 12 football fields and enough glass that a single 5ft sheet would stretch for 13 miles. It’s quite the sight from street level, but there’s no better way to experience this icon of architecture than with a trip to 360 Chicago, its 94th-floor observation deck. On a clear day, it’s possible to peek into four states from this perch 1000ft above street level. Look out for local landmarks like the Willis Tower, Wrigley Field, Oak Street Beach and Navy Pier. Take a yoga class while enjoying expansive views of the 77 neighborhoods that make up Chicago. Have a cocktail at the Cloudbar. Check out art and photography from local creators, or indulge your inner thrill seeker with TILT, a giant moving platform that allows visitors to lean over the edge of the building. And get ready for your ears to pop - 360 Chicago’s elevators are among the fastest in the US and operate at a speed of about 20mph.



WALK THE GILDED GOLD COAST
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Take a journey through the Gilded Age of the Gold Coast on this walking tour through one of Chicago’s most beautiful areas.

Start your walk at the 1 3 Arts Club Cafe, a four-story landmark building constructed as a safe space for women to study the arts. Walk a couple of blocks east to State St and take a left.

Stop in front of 1340 N State Pkwy. This is the former site of the 2 Playboy Mansion, where Playboy founder Hugh Hefner lived, worked and partied during the 1960s. The building has since been converted into condos, so it’s external vistas only.

Keep heading north on N State Pkwy until you get to an unusual alley made of wooden blocks. Walk east across 3 Wooden Alley, the last remaining alley made of wooden blocks in Chicago.

Stop at 4 1525 N Astor St, the townhouse where Robert Todd Lincoln, the son of Mary Todd and Abraham Lincoln, once lived. Keep heading south on Astor. Stop at 5 1451 N Astor, a ritzy mansion that was built for a beer-brewing baron in the early 1900s.

Continue walking south to visit the 6 Charnley-Persky House, designed by architects Louis Sullivan and his then-apprentice Frank Lloyd Wright. The home eschewed the Victorian construction norms and paved the way for a more modern style of American residential architecture to emerge.

Stop at 7 1355 N Astor to admire a Georgian mansion that looks more like a home you’d find in London. Head to your final stop at 8 1310 N Astor. This beautiful brick townhouse is where John Root, one of the founders of the Chicago School of Architecture, lived with his family in the late 1800s.




Watches, Bags & Designer Clothes

Shop your heart out

If you’re looking to take yourself on a luxury shopping spree, this is an excellent place to do it. You’ll find more than a dozen high-end retailers clustered at the intersection of Oak and Rush Sts. Whether it’s a designer watch, a new outfit for a night out or something else on your wishlist, you can find it here.

Shop for signature red-soled shoes from Christian Louboutin, a warm Moncler coat capable of taking on even the harshest Chicago winters, a new Hermès scarf, a Prada bag or an American Girl doll. Pop into Cartier for some new jewelry or revamp your wardrobe with stops at Carolina Herrera, Dior, Tom Ford and Chanel. If you’re shopping for a new hat, head just across the border into Lincoln Park to Gold Coast Couture, which specializes in upmarket hats for events like the Kentucky Derby.

While this is very much a designer shopping district, there are a few more affordable options – like Patagonia, Madewell, Lululemon and Aritzia – in the mix.


AN ATM FOR CUPCAKES

There may be no sweeter way to treat yourself during a shopping spree than with a visit to the world’s first cupcake ATM. You’ll find the Sprinkles Cupcakes ATM on Walton St, just outside its namesake bakery and around the corner from some of the best luxury stores in the world. So even if you don’t make it here until after closing time, you can always grab up a pick-me-up at this well-stocked 24-hour godsend.



Beaches in Skyscrapers’ Shadows

Feel sand between your toes

Fashionable Chicagoans and sun-seeking visitors have been flocking to Oak Street Beach on the border of Chicago’s Gold Coast and Streeterville neighborhoods for more than a century. This well-equipped sandy stretch at the edge of Lake Michigan offers easy access to downtown Chicago and some of the best skyline views in the city. It’s a rare beach where you can sunbathe in the shadows of skyscrapers, watch Top Gun–style volleyball matches or cool off in the waters of a Great Lake.

During the summer, you’ll find everything you need here from rental chairs and umbrellas to food, drinks, volleyball nets, bike rentals and restrooms. There’s also an accessible beach walk, wi-fi and access to Chicago’s system of lakefront trails. Swimming is allowed during the summer when lifeguards are on duty. Surfing, kiteboarding and paddleboarding, however, are not allowed. In Chicago, lifeguards are on duty from the Friday before Memorial Day through Labor Day. If you don’t want to get sand in your shoes, opt to hang out on the stretch of concrete aptly nicknamed Concrete Beach.
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NORTH AVENUE BEACH

Head north along the lakefront trail for a mile and you’ll find one of the city’s liveliest and most popular beaches, North Avenue Beach.



Eating in the Gold Coast: Best Cheap Eats

Goddess & the Grocer: Sandwiches, salads, pastries and prepared foods perfect for picnics. 7am-8pm $

Tempo Cafe: Breakfast staples, sandwiches and desserts in a cafe that feels like an upscale diner. 6:30am-9pm $

Mister J’s: The best neighborhood spot for a late-night Chicago-style hot dog. 10am-1am Mon-Thu, to 4am Fri & Sat, 11am-11pm Sun $

Small Cheval: Grab an almost-the-same burger here if you don’t want to wait in line for the original Au Cheval cheeseburger. 11am-6pm $


FAVORITE LOCAL SPOTS
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Kristen Klus, Head Concierge for the Four Seasons Hotel Chicago, shares her favorite places to eat, drink and enjoy the Gold Coast.

Gibson’s

It doesn’t get any more Chicago than this upscale bar and steakhouse. Come for a classic martini, but stay for the crab and avocado salad.

Sparrow

This Cuban bar inside an art-deco apartment building has a rum-heavy but creative cocktail list. Try the Hotel Nacional, named after the famous Havana hotel.



Enjoy Afternoon Tea Like a Royal

Step into the roaring 1920s

The century-old Drake Hotel was the place to be in Chicago during the Roaring ’20s, and it’s worth a visit even if you aren’t staying here. Channel your inner Princess Diana or Queen Elizabeth II – both former guests – with an elegant and relatively well-priced afternoon tea service at the Palm Court.

See the bar where newlyweds Joe DiMaggio and Marilyn Monroe carved their initials when their romance was in full swing. Look for familiar scenes from My Best Friend’s Wedding, What Women Want, Flags of Our Fathers and Risky Business – the Palm Court of the Drake Hotel is where Joel, played by Tom Cruise, had a meeting with Lana, played by Rebecca DeMornay. Walk through a lobby that has welcomed guests including Winston Churchill and former US presidents Herbert Hoover, Dwight Eisenhower, Gerald Ford and Ronald Reagan. Or hunt for the ghosts that are said to haunt this place – among them a lady in a red dress and ‘the woman in black’.

One of the best times to check in to the Drake is over Halloween when the property hosts a masquerade ball that’s well worth a trip to Chicago on its own.

Eating in the Gold Coast: Best Steakhouses

Maple & Ash: High-end steaks, seafood towers and unforgettable brunches. 1-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri, 11am-11pm Sat, to 10pm Sun $$$

Gibson’s: A classic Chicago steakhouse. Stop at the bar for a martini before dinner. 11am-midnight $$$

Rosebud Steakhouse: Hefty wet- or dry-aged steaks cooked to perfection, whatever your preference might be. 3-10pm $$$

Ambassador Room: This place isn’t solely a steakhouse, but its NY strip steak alone is worth the reservation. 5-10pm $$$

The Largest Lake in the USA

Enjoy the waterside opportunities

Lake Superior and Lake Huron may be larger, but Lake Michigan is the only Great Lake that is situated entirely within the United States. Taking full advantage of its position on the shoreline, Chicago has 18 miles of trails offering locals and visitors the opportunity to run, bike or walk along the water’s edge. The trails run from Ardmore Rd in the north to 71st St in the south, connecting distinct neighborhoods from Lincoln Park to Jackson Park and making it easy to bike between museums, restaurants and other landmarks.

One of the prettiest stretches of Chicago’s lakefront trail system is the one that’s accessible from Oak Street Beach connecting north through Lincoln Park to North Avenue Beach. As well as access to the trail, this Gold Coast stretch of sand is a great spot for swimming in summer (when lifeguards set up their stations). It also hosts beach volleyball comps and lakefront chess tables.


MORE LAKE MICHIGAN

Chicago offers abundant opportunties to enjoy this incredible body of water. Navy Pier extends out onto it, Lincoln Park stretches alongside it and Shedd Aquarium proffers an invitation to meet some of it’s aquatic inhabitants.



Admire Mid-Century Modern Architecture

See how design evolves

Without Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, who knows what the Chicago skyline would look like? The legendary architect’s work helped to define both Mid-Century Modern architecture and this city.

In the Gold Coast, Mies designed the 860-880 Lake Shore Apartments in 1951, his first project in the neighborhood. The twin residential towers were the first in the world to incorporate exposed steel I-beams, and those beams are still visible on the exteriors today.

About a block away, Mies collaborated on the development of the Esplanade Apartment Buildings in 1956. This project takes inspiration from 860-800 Lake Shore Apartments, but its grid pattern is designed to look almost like a wall of aluminum and glass.

You’ll recognize hints of these Gold Coast architectural icons in One IBM Plaza, another Mies design in Near North & Navy Pier and the Chicago Federal Center in the Loop.
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Eating in the Gold Coast: Best for Lunch

Blue Door Kitchen & Garden: Farm-to-table dining from Art Smith, Oprah Winfrey’s personal chef for a decade. 11am-9pm $$

Chicago Q: Barbecue made with house-made rubs in another restaurant from Art Smith. 4-10pm Mon-Thu, 11am-midnight Fri & Sat, to 10pm Sun $$

Pizano’s: There’s more to Chicago than deep dish. Try the thin-crust pizza at this restaurant founded by Rudy Malnati. 11am-11pm $$

Lou Malnati’s: Come here to try Chicago-style deep dish pizza with a house-made sausage blend. 11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat $$


BICYCLE RENTALS

Chicago is a city cyclists can fall in love with. It’s filled with bike trails, and you don’t even have to worry about bringing your own wheels.

Divvy (divvybikes.com) operates a network of rental bikes, e-bikes and scooters that can be picked up and dropped off at locations across the city. They can be rented for a single ride, on a day pass or through membership, and are your best bet for getting around the Gold Coast on two wheels. There’s a Divvy station just west of Oak Street Beach and another a few blocks from the original Playboy Mansion.



Go Behind the Scenes

Visit movie filming locations

This might not be Hollywood, but sometimes it can feel like a version of it. The Gold Coast is a Hollywood regular that’s appeared in several movies and TV shows over the years.

Ferris Bueller, played by Matthew Broderick, dined at an upscale restaurant here in Ferris Bueller’s Day Off. He and his friends went joyriding down Lake Shore Dr as the John Hancock Center rose in the distance. That skyscraper, now called 875 N Michigan, was also a central filming location for Poltergeist III and appeared in National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation.

The Drake Hotel has made at least as many movie appearances as 875 N Michigan. Scenes from Risky Business, My Best Friend’s Wedding, What Women Want and Flags of Our Fathers were filmed at the Drake Hotel. The hotel also got a mention in the Tom Cruise movie Mission: Impossible. The wedding scene in My Best Friend’s Wedding was filmed a few blocks away in the sanctuary at Fourth Presbyterian Church.

The Gold Coast has been on TV shows Love is Blind and Chicago Fire. If you prefer Chicago Med, consider a trip to the International Museum of Surgical Science. You won’t run into any camera crews, but it is a great place to wax nostalgic about ER and Chicago’s long legacy in film and TV.

Eating in the Gold Coast: Best for Breakfast & Brunch

3rd Coast Cafe: A cafe and wine bar with a Mediterranean-inspired menu. Serves breakfast all day. 7am-9pm $

La Storia: An Italian restaurant inside what was once part of an opulent Gold Coast mansion. hours vary $$

3 Arts Club Cafe: Brunch, lunch and dinner inside a skylit garden dining room inside a high-end furniture showroom. 10am-9pm Mon-Sat, to 7pm Sun $$

Original Pancake House: An all-American small-town pancake restaurant in the heart of the big city. 7am-3pm Mon-Fri, to 4pm Sat & Sun $


FAVORITE HISTORIC SIGHTS
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Jessica Mlinaric is the author of Secret Chicago and Chicago Scavenger. These are her favorite places on the Gold Coast.

Wooden Alley

This alley is a rare piece of history that’s not only hidden in plain sight but also open to the public and free to visit.

International Museum of Surgical Science

This place is as much about learning about medicine throughout history as looking at creepy artifacts while going up marble staircases. While the museum itself is worth a visit, also keep an eye on its calendar of special exhibits and lectures.



Drinking in the Gold Coast: Best Coffee Shops

Dollop: A spacious coffee shop with free wi-fi and lots of seating. 7am-2pm Mon-Fri, 8am-3pm Sat & Sun

Cafecito: A variety of Cuban coffees plus pressed sandwiches and cocktails. 7am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Big Shoulders Coffee: Local chain known for its high-quality coffee and house-made horchata. 6:30am-5pm Mon-Fri, from 7am Sat & Sun

PiniPico: This coffee shop aims to bring the spirit of Brazil to Chicago and serves an unmissable pão de queijo. 7am-5pm Mon-Fri, 8am-6pm Sat & Sun





Lincoln Park & Old Town
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VICTORIAN CHARM AND URBAN GREEN SPACE

Lincoln Park and Old Town are two of Chicago’s oldest and most charming neighborhoods. Come here to discover Victorian architecture, urban nature, local history and Michelin-star restaurants.
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There was a time when this area was a literal cabbage patch. Originally home to the Potawatomi, Miami and Illinois nations, German and Luxembourgish immigrants arrived in the 1850s and began farming celery, potatoes – and cabbage. People moved here to build opulent new mansions and picturesque row houses after the Chicago Fire, and the cabbage patch eventually gave way to two of the city’s most agreeable neighborhoods: Lincoln Park and Old Town. This is where the American gay rights movement was born in the 1920s, where Prohibition-era gangsters battled with law enforcement, and where countless comedians and musicians have honed their crafts.

These streets contain rare pieces of history, like an Old Town church and a Lincoln Park cottage that survived the fire as everything around them burned. The city’s leading local history and nature museums are located here along with a public zoo that’s free to visit, a migratory bird sanctuary, a Victorian-era conservatory and Frank Sinatra’s favorite Chicago spot for baby back ribs. Anchored by DePaul University, Lincoln Park is especially popular among college students and recent graduates.

It’s namesake park hugs the Lake Michigan shoreline as it stretches north across several neighborhoods. With cycling and running trails, this is an ideal spot to begin or end a lakefront ride or run. As summer sets in, North Avenue Beach becomes a playground for sun seekers and fun seekers. As the leaves change colors in the fall, runners pass through this area during the Chicago Marathon, greeted by charming streets dotted with independent shops, bars and restaurants. The city’s leading reggae club and oldest blues club are nestled among them. These are neighborhoods filled with nuance, history and more than a few pleasant surprises.
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Don’t Miss…

ST MICHAEL

One of only seven structures that pre-date the Great Chicago Fire of 1871.

NORTH AVENUE BEACH

The oldest public beach in the city with a beach club that resembles Chicago’s historic bathhouses.

CHICAGO HISTORY MUSEUM

Dive deep into Chicago history and learn how what’s happened here has reverberated around the world.

SECOND CITY

Discover tomorrow’s comedy stars at a club that’s produced Saturday Night Live stars for decades.

KINGSTON MINES

The leading blues club in a city that created its own version of the genre.

TWIN ANCHORS RESTAURANT & TAVERN

Try the baby back ribs so good Frank Sinatra had them shipped to him on the road.




TOP TIP

Don’t overlook the giant hunk of metal that looks like a rock at the southwestern edge of Lincoln Park. This is what remains of an iron warehouse that burned up in the Great Chicago Fire. Construction crews found it in the 1890s and left it because it was too large to move.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Chicago History Museum

2Lincoln Park

SIGHTS

3Adler & Sullivan Townhouses

4Alfred Caldwell Lily Pool

5Ann Halsted House

6Biograph Theater

7Couch Tomb

8Francis J Dewes House

9Henry Gerber House

10Lincoln Park Conservatory

11Lincoln Park Zoo

12North Avenue Beach

13Oz Park

14Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum

15Richard Bellinger Cottage

16St Michael

17Theurer-Wrigley House

SLEEPING

18Chicago Getaway Hostel

19Hotel Lincoln

20Neighborhood Hotel

21Villa D’Citta

EATING

22Alinea

23Athenium Room

24Bagelers Coffeehouse

25Batter & Berries

26Boka

27Brunchery

28Cafe Ba-Ba-Reeba!

29Chicago Pizza & Oven Grinder Company

30Esmé

31Galit

32Jam ’n Honey

33Kamehachi

34RJ Grunts

35Small Cheval

36Topo Gigio

37Twin Anchors

38Wieners Circle

DRINKING

39Delilah’s

40King of Cups

41Marge’s Still

42Old Town Ale House

43Red Lion Pub

ENTERTAINMENT

44aliveOne

45Kingston Mines

46Lincoln Hall

47Old Town Art Fair

48Park West

49Second City

50Wild Hare & Singing Armadillo Frog Sanctuary

51Zanies

SHOPPING

52All She Wrote

53Elliott Consignment

54Gold Coast Couture

55McShane’s Exchange Consignment

56Spice House




LINCOLN PARK ZOO

Lincoln Park Zoo is one of the country’s oldest (founded in 1868), is free to visit and is home to about 1100 animals from around the world. Its first residents were two pairs of swans given to park commissioners by their counterparts in New York’s Central Park. Now the Lincoln Park Zoo is home to chimpanzees, western lowland gorillas, lions, penguins, black bears and more. Visit during the holidays for Zoo Lights, an expansive display that requires a paid ticket.




Lincoln Park

Stroll a picturesque park

The 1208-acre lakefront Lincoln Park stretches north from its eponymous neighborhood to Edgewater. It’s one of the most visited parks in the USA, and for good reason, as it’s home to the Chicago History Museum, Lincoln Park Zoo, the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum and the Lincoln Park Conservatory, a much-appreciated year-round urban green space.

The southern edge near North Ave was once a city cemetery. It got a makeover and became an idyllic park as part of architect and urban planner Daniel Burnham’s 1909 plan for the city’s development. This stretch of Lincoln Park is where you’ll find North Avenue Beach, a lovely sandy stretch of beach. It offers access to Lake Michigan at Diversey Harbor where there’s a public boat launch and a fueling dock. There are channels for rowing and crewing, two scenic ponds and pathways for jogging and cycling.

The park’s North Pond is a migratory bird sanctuary frequented by a variety of herons and ducks. The Alfred Caldwell Lily Pool brings a taste of Monet’s Giverny water lilies to the stretch of the park just south of Fullerton Ave. There’s also a soccer field, baseball fields, a driving range, beach volleyball courts and a monument in honor of the park’s namesake, Abraham Lincoln. Some local yoga studios host classes in the park during the summer.
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FIELD MUSEUM

Keep learning about wildlife with a visit to the Field Museum, one of the largest natural history museums in the world. It’s collection includes dozens of mummies, a taxidermied gorilla and the remains of the largest and most complete T-rex ever discovered.




St Michael

See what survived the fire

The Great Chicago Fire of 1871 forever changed the city. Thousands of buildings were destroyed, and entire neighborhoods were decimated. Just seven structures survived. One of those is St Michael, a Catholic church built to serve German and Luxembourgish immigrant communities. Unlike neighboring structures made of wood, this church, completed in 1869, was built with bricks. The fire burned through its interior, but some exterior walls survived, allowing the congregation to rebuild within them.
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Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum

Frolic with butterflies

Founded as the Chicago Academy of Scientists, the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum was the first museum in what was considered the West when it was built in 1857. It’s original collection was destroyed by the Great Chicago Fire in 1871 – even its fireproof vault failed. Today, this is one of Chicago’s most family-friendly museums and, indeed, one of the most hands-on science museums in the country. It’s a haven for butterflies and an excellent spot for checking out the migratory birds passing through Lincoln Park’s North Pond. There’s also a nature trail and a wilderness walk designed to provide a taste of prairies, savannas and dunes.
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North Avenue Beach

Enjoy a beach day

This stretch of sand sandwiched between Lake Michigan and Lincoln Park is Chicago’s oldest public beach. It opened in 1865 and was significantly expanded under the New Deal infrastructure investments of the 1930s. Today, this sandy stretch is an excellent spot for sunbathing in the shadows of skyscrapers and enjoying Lake Michigan. It’s also home to a boat-inspired beach house that’s an ode to the bathhouses that once lined the city’s shoreline. Inside, you’ll find the summer hot spot Castaways Beach Club. Rent kayaks, jet skis, beach chairs, umbrellas and bikes. Or cool off and go for a swim in Lake Michigan during the summer beach season. Lifeguards are on duty from 11am to 7pm from Memorial Day through Labor Day weekend.


Kingston Mines

Listen to the blues

Opened in 1968, Kingston Mines is the largest and oldest continuously operating blues club in Chicago. Listen to live acts perform across two intimate stages four nights a week. Junior Wells, Billy Branch, Magic Slim and Koko Taylor are just a few of the blues greats that have graced these stages, but it isn’t just a venue for well-known performers. It hosts an open jam from 5:30pm until 2am every Sunday. The club is open Thursday through Sunday. An on-site restaurant serves New Orleans–inspired menu items like blackened chicken, red beans and rice, catfish, rib tips and beignets.
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Wild Hare & Singing Armadillo Frog Sanctuary

Have a reggae rum brunch

This small venue packs a punch, especially during its Rum Punch Sunday brunch. It’s also the best place to catch reggae music in Chicago, bringing local, regional and international reggae artists to the city for more than 40 years. Some shows have no cover charge, others cost as low as $5. If you do opt for the Rum Punch Sunday brunch, order the plantain waffle, gouda grits or jerk skillet breakfast.

Lincoln Park Conservatory

Wander the tropics in winter

Stroll through an elegant Victorian-era glass conservatory filled with ancient ferns, towering palms and fragrant tropical flowers. Regardless of the temperature outside, it’s always warm and green inside the Lincoln Park Conservatory, where two dozen types of palm trees share space with tropical fruit trees, an orchid garden and a collection of bromeliads – plants that can grow without soil and pull the water they need from the humidity in the air. The conservatory started as a small greenhouse operated by Lincoln Park’s first gardener and has since grown to include four distinct exhibition spaces and picturesque outdoor gardens.
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Couch Tomb

See Lincoln Park’s last mausoleum

This imposing structure between W La Salle Dr and the Chicago History Museum is the last above-ground remnant of Lincoln Park’s history as a public cemetery. Couch Tomb was designed by the city’s first professional architect as a mausoleum for a local innkeeper and his family. When the cemetery became a park, family members were tasked with making arrangements to move their relatives’ remains. Surviving family members found it too expensive to move, as did park commissioners, who ultimately decided to leave it in place as a historical marker in 1899.
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Chicago History Museum

Get a history lesson

The Chicago History Museum traces its history to 1856 and has been in Lincoln Park since 1930. It’s home to the first passenger car that operated on the city’s elevated train system, a signed, printed copy of Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation and a cane Charlie Chaplin used while filming in Chicago in the early 1900s – to put it simply, this is the best place to learn about local history and to understand how the Windy City continues to influence culture across the country and around the world. Like Chicago, this museum has had to rise from the ashes of a devastating fire – much of its original collection burned in the 1871 fire. That collection has since been rebuilt to include more than 22 million items, among them Lincoln’s deathbed and other furniture from Petersen House in Washington, DC, where the Illinois-born president died after being shot at Ford’s Theatre. The museum also has an extensive costume collection, a bilingual sensory exhibit space that invites children to explore the world through the five senses and rotating exhibits covering topics like protest art.
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Oz Park

Experience the Wizard of Oz

If Dorothy from The Wizard of Oz had a playground, this would be it. Oz Park is an ode to the Frank Baum book. Stroll through an emerald garden and check out statues of the Tin Man, Scarecrow, Cowardly Lion and Dorothy and her little dog, Toto. Baum was living in Humboldt Park, a few miles from the Oz Park location, when the iconic children’s book was published in 1900.
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Henry Gerber House

STOP for LGBTIQ+ history

This Queen Anne–style home at 1710 N Crilly Court is where the first gay rights organization in the US was born in 1924. Henry Gerber, the founder of that advocacy organization, lived in this 1885 row house, then a boarding house, after returning from an army deployment in Germany. Inspired by that country’s more open attitudes to homosexuality, he founded the Society for Human Rights while working for the Post Office. He wrote its mission statement on a typewriter that police seized during a raid in 1925 and launched a short-lived newsletter before his arrest. Charges against Gerber were eventually dismissed because police never got a search warrant, and Gerber eventually moved to New York.
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Richard Bellinger Cottage

Imagine fighting fire with cider

This postcard-perfect house was built in 1869 by William Boyington, the architect behind the Chicago Water Tower, and is one of the few homes to survive the 1871 fire. Owner Richard Bellinger, a Chicago police officer, is believed to have tapped into his stash of cider to help keep the flames from engulfing his house. Because Bellinger Cottage is a private home, visitors will have to enjoy it from the outside unless it goes up for sale again. The four-bedroom, four-bathroom property – a cottage-style house designed for working-class homeowners – last sold for $2.25 million in 2022.


Wieners Circle

Eat a Chicago dog

This hot dog stand is Chicago’s answer to New York’s soup nazi. It may feel like a regular hot dog stand during the day, but the staff gets saltier as the night goes on. Like the Dick’s Last Resort chain of restaurants, this place is known for serving up insults with every order. It also serves up excellent char dogs and cheddar fries. Wieners Circle is open until 5am on weekends and can be especially entertaining when area bars are closing.
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Marge’s Still

Drink gin and tonic

This historic bar is one of the oldest taverns in Chicago, tracing its history to 1885, a time when it went by the name of Victor Caruso’s Soft Drinks. Of course, its specialty was never soft drinks. The combined barbershop and saloon was a popular speakeasy during prohibition, when visitors would enter through the side staircase that still stands outside. They’d find a spot at a long wooden bar that’s still there and maybe order the bathtub gin that was being made upstairs. Marge Landeck bought the bar in 1957, becoming the first woman to obtain a liquor license in Chicago.

Twin Anchors

Eat Sinatra’s favorite ribs

It may not look like much from the outside, but this 1932 restaurant and tavern was Frank Sinatra’s go-to for baby back ribs for decades. Sinatra liked the ribs at Twin Anchors so much that he sometimes had them delivered to him on the road. Comedian Chris Farley was a regular here before his passing, and Oprah, Janet Jackson and Robert De Niro are just a few of the famous faces who have dined here. The restaurant has even become a Hollywood star in its own right, with scenes from The Dark Knight and Return to Me having been shot here. The ribs are still the best thing on the menu. They’re served with a slice of dill pickle and coleslaw, just as Sinatra liked them.
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BEST LIVE MUSIC VENUES

Kingston Mines

Experience the Chicago Blues at the city’s longest-running blues club.

Wild Hare & Singing Armadillo Frog Sanctuary

Hear live reggae or have a Rum Punch brunch with a reggae soundtrack at the city’s leading reggae venue.

Lincoln Hall

Enjoy your favorite bands in a charming mid-sized concert venue.

Park West

A glamorous 1916 auditorium at the edge of Lincoln Park.

aliveOne

See local bands or listen to a jukebox that plays only recordings of live music.



MORE IN LINCOLN PARK & OLD TOWN

Legendary Comedy Clubs

Laugh out loud

There’s no better neighborhood for laughs than Old Town. Catch a show at the Second City, the iconic comedy club and school that opened in December 1959 and has been churning out Saturday Night Live stars for decades. Tina Fey, Jim Belushi and Stephen Colbert are just a few of the comedians who have honed their craft on the stage here. Second City hosts live standup every night of the week, as well as late-night improv shows on Fridays and Saturdays. Or take your vacation up a notch with a drop-in improv class. Whatever you decide, have dinner or drinks at the club’s onsite 1959 Kitchen & Bar before the show or after your class.

For even more standup comedy, head to Zanies on N Wells St. Jimmy Fallon, Sarah Silverman, Tiffany Haddish, Kevin Hart, Chris Rock and Dave Chappelle are just a few of the acts that have performed here since it opened in 1978. If you’re looking for an intimate venue, this is it: Zanies has just 100 seats. Do spend some time checking out the portraits of famous comedians that line the walls.
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Eating in Lincoln Park & Old Town: Best Breakfast & Brunch

Brunchery: This Lincoln Park deli has been a neighborhood favorite for brunch for decades. 9am-3pm $$

Batter & Berries: Order the French toast flight to try several of this Black-owned cafe’s tasty specialty. 8am-3pm Fri-Mon, 9am-2pm Tue-Thu $$

Bagelers Coffeehouse: A relaxed spot for coffee, bagels, pastries and working from a laptop. 7am-3pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun $

Jam ‘n Honey: A casual corner diner serving traditional American breakfast fare. 8am-9pm Mon-Fri, to 3pm Sat & Sun $

Late-19th-Century Architecture

Travel back in time

Chicago is one of the most interesting cities in the USA for residential architecture, and Lincoln Park is one of the best places to see why. Start your trek at the collection of red townhouses at 1826 Lincoln Park West. They were built as rental properties and designed by Adler & Sullivan, a leading architectural firm of the late 1800s that was operated in part by Louis c, widely considered the father of modern American architecture.

Take a left on N Lincoln Ave and walk toward 2121 N Hudson. In 1871, this charming cottage was owned by Richard Bellinger, a police officer who managed to save it from the Great Chicago Fire. Keep heading north to 440 Belden, a palatial red home that should look familiar. Like the townhomes on N Lincoln Park West, this magnificent mansion was designed by Adler & Sullivan for Ann Halsted, who owned the rental townhomes. Continue northeast until you get to 2466 N Lakeview Dr, where you’ll find the Theurer-Wrigley House. The Italian Renaissance–style home was built in 1896 for Joseph Theurer, who owned the Schoenhofen Brewing Company. The home was sold to the Wrigley family in 1911. It features elegant interiors and exquisitely detailed exteriors but was abandoned during the Great Depression.

End your architectural walk a couple of blocks away with the Francis J Dewes House at 503 W Wrightwood. The Baroque-style mansion was built in 1896. It’s gorgeous but has sat empty for more than a decade.


SET IN LINCOLN PARK

If Lincoln Park looks familiar, it’s because there’s a good chance you’ve seen this neighborhood before. This part of Chicago has been a popular movie filming destination for decades. Christopher Nolan’s The Dark Knight Batman movie shot a scene at the Twin Anchors tavern. Return to Me was filmed at both the tavern and the Lincoln Park Zoo. This is where Richard Kimble lived in a beautiful brick home at 336 W Wisconsin St in The Fugitive and where High Fidelity shot a scene at Millie’s Supper Club on N Lincoln Ave. Public Enemies was filmed at the Biograph Theater near the spot where Depression-era gangster John Dillinger, played by Johnny Depp in the movie, was shot and killed.




ROBIE HOUSE

Learn more about Chicago’s influence on residential architecture at Robie House, one of architect Frank Lloyd Wright’s most forward-thinking projects. The building, near the University of Chicago Hyde Park campus, has 175 windows and doors – the former are some of Wright’s most famous.




WHY I LOVE LINCOLN PARK & OLD TOWN

[image: author]

Meena Thiruvengadam, Lonely Planet writer

This part of the city brings together many of the best things about Chicago. It’s where a sandy beach along Lake Michigan meets picturesque 19th-century townhomes, modern residential towers and a sprawling green space on a par with New York’s Central Park.

Lincoln Park and Old Town offer ample opportunities to dive into history, immerse yourself in music, connect with nature, marvel at architectural innovations and have unforgettable meals – for a few bucks at a hot dog stand or a few hundred dollars at a Michelin-star restaurant. These streets tell stories that bring history to life and leave visitors with stories to tell.



Speakeasies & Shootouts

Experience prohibition-era Chicago

In the 1920s, characters including Al Capone, Bugs Moran and Baby Face Nelson ruled the streets of Chicago. Prohibition was in force, and the only places to consume alcohol were illegal speakeasies like the Twin Anchors tavern on N Sedgwick St, which went by the name Tante Lee Soft Drinks during Prohibition. The secret passageway between the tavern and the apartment building next door – a necessity in case of police raids – is still intact.

Marge’s Still, a block to the north, was another speakeasy. At the time it was called Victor Caruso’s Soft Drinks. Stop at the Chicago History Museum to see a Prohibition-era still that would have been used to make bootleg liquor from 1920 to 1933 when alcohol was illegal in the US. Head north to 2122 N Clark St to see the site of the St Valentine’s Day Massacre that killed seven members of Al Capone’s North Side Gang in 1929. The parking garage that stood there has been torn down and replaced with a parking lot. Keep heading north to see Biograph Theater where notorious gangster John Dillinger watched a movie with a female companion before he was shot and killed by the FBI.

Eating in Lincoln Park & Old Town: Best Casual Eats

Small Cheval: Skip the line for Au Cheval and have a burger and fries at this casual spinoff chain. 11am-11pm $

RJ Grunts: Wraps, salads and beers at decent prices. 11am-8:30pm Mon-Wed, to 10pm Thu & Fri, 10:30am-10pm Sat $

Pequod’s Pizza: Locals love this deep dish because of its thick chewy crusts and caramelized layer of cheese. 11am-2am Mon-Sat, to midnight Sun $$

Chicago Pizza & Oven Grinder Company: Try the city’s only pizza pot pie. 4-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri, 11am-11pm Sat, to 10pm Sun $$

Summer Beach Party Entertainment

Watch fighter jets perform tricks

Feel the sunshine on your face as you watch some of the world’s greatest stunt pilots perform jaw-dropping stunts over Lake Michigan. Every August, Chicago hosts the largest free air and water show in the US, and there’s no place like North Avenue Beach to experience it. See planes in formation fly past iconic skyscrapers like Willis Tower and 875 N Michigan before they perform loops and stunts over the water.

The Chicago Air & Water Show has been wowing Midwesterners since it started in 1959. Fighter jets and parachute jumpers have since replaced the water ballet and sea rescue demonstration, and this summer party has only gotten better. Watch from the beach where there’ll be food and drink vendors nearby, from Castaways, the boat house and grill on the beach, or Theater on the Lake, a waterfront restaurant just east of Diversey Harbor. The only way to get a better view is with a boat on Lake Michigan. For a sneak peek of the action without the crowds, watch the rehearsals that are typically scheduled for the day before the show.
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HISTORIC HIGHLIGHTS WALKING TOUR
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Start this 2.1-mile walk at 1 St Michael church on North Cleveland Ave, one of the few structures in the area that survived the Great Chicago Fire in 1871. Unlike neighboring buildings made of wood, the church had brick exterior walls that didn’t burn down.

Stop for a look at the 2 Twin Anchors, Frank Sinatra’s favorite local spot for baby back ribs, on the way to the 3 Henry Gerber House, a picturesque 1885 row house on a quiet residential street. This is where the US gay rights movement was born when Gerber launched the Society for Human Rights from a rented room in 1924. From here, head east on W Eugenie St. to the edge of 4 Lincoln Park. Look for the giant hunk of metal near W LaSalle Drive. It’s what’s left of the iron warehouse that stood here before the fire.

Walk northeast through the park, passing by a 5 Benjamin Franklin monument and a curious piece of public art – a lemon on top of a tree trunk. Take a break at 6 North Avenue Beach, the city’s first public beach where sun seekers have been flocking since 1865. The human-made beach grew substantially thanks to federal infrastructure funding during the Great Depression. Today, it’s also home to a 22,000-sq-ft beach restaurant that looks like a vintage ocean liner and is a great place for feeling the sand between your toes while lounging in the shadows of skyscrapers.

Head back into the park and to the 7 Lincoln Park Zoo. Visit the otters, apes, lions, birds and bears as you make your way through the zoo. End your tour by stopping to smell the flowers at the 8 Lincoln Park Conservatory.




Drinking in Lincoln Park & Old Town: Best Bars

King of Cups: A stylish, dimly lit cocktail bar with fancy chandeliers and tarot card readings every night. 5pm-2am

Red Lion Pub: An English pub that feels like a dream home library with a well-stocked bar. 4pm-1am Mon-Thu, to 2am Fri, noon-2am Sat, 10:30am-midnight Sun

Delilah’s: A music-forward dive bar serving more than 1000 whiskeys and 200 different beers. 4pm-2am Mon-Fri, 11am-3am Sat, to 2am Sun

Old Town Ale House: Unpretentious neighborhood bar near the Second City comedy club. 3pm-4am Sun-Fri, to 5am Sat


Birds, Butterflies & a Secret Garden

Connect with nature

Lincoln Park is one of America’s great urban green spaces, and there are endless ways to commune with nature here. Head to the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum to wander through a 2700-sq-ft greenhouse where 40 species of exotic butterflies fly freely among flowers and tropical trees. Learn how caterpillars become butterflies and watch butterflies take flight for the first time every afternoon at 2pm. Book a Saturday morning yoga class inside the museum’s butterfly haven or camp out at the nature museum overnight. Or discover the peaceful hidden garden behind a Prairie-style Fullerton gate. See water lilies peeking up from the Alfred Caldwell Lily Pool in a scene that feels more like artist Claude Monet’s Giverny estate in northern France than urban Chicago.

Spend a warm day looking for migratory birds at the North Pond nature preserve, Lincoln Park’s 13-acre native aquatic, wetland and prairie habitat. More than 200 bird species have been spotted here over the years. If you’re traveling in the spring, check out the Sweet Gnome Chicago flower show at the Lincoln Park Conservatory. The show combines spring flowers with 300 gnomes to create a whimsical space for welcoming the new season.

Original Art In the Old Town

Browse the Old Town Art Fair

Around 200 artists take over the streets of the Old Town Triangle Historic District one weekend each June to share their original art and music. The Old Town Art Fair started in 1950 as a sort of neighborhood block party, at a time when this area was becoming particularly popular among artists. The neighborhood has become more popular with families over the years, but the fair continues to bring original paintings, ceramics, mixed-media, wood and glass arts to these charming streets. The free event also provides the rare opportunity to take a peek at several of the neighborhood’s most charming private gardens.


BEST LOCAL SHOPPING

All She Wrote

Cards, invitations, stationery and gifts. A great place for local souvenirs that aren’t cheesy.

Spice House

Rubs, salts and spices – everything you need for grilling season, including custom house-made blends.

House of Glunz

A local wine shop and bar in business since 1888.

Elliott Consignment

A locally owned resale store that aims to give quality clothing multiple lives.

Gold Coast Couture

A high-end hat shop that’s Chicago’s best place for Kentucky Derby hats.

McShane’s Exchange Consignment

Secondhand designer clothing, bags and shoes sorted by color.



Eating in Lincoln Park & Old Town: Best Spots for Dinner

Athenian Room: Huge portions of Greek food at affordable prices. 4-9.30pm Mon-Fri, noon-10pm Sat, to 9pm Sun $

Cafe Ba-Ba-Reeba!: A lively spot for a lengthy menu of Spanish tapas and sangria flights. hours vary $$

Galit: A Michelin-star Middle Eastern restaurant with a lively vibe and a menu made for sharing. 5-9pm Tue-Sat $$$

Alinea: The creative three-Michelin-star tasting menu here is truly unlike any other meal in the world. 5-10pm $$$

Esmé: Michelin-starred fine-dining tasting menus inspired by art. Menus rotate every few months. 5-10pm Wed-Sun $$$

Kamehachi: One of the oldest sushi restaurants in the city, with comedy parties on weekends. 11.30am-9pm Sun-Wed, to 10pm Thu-Sat $$

Boka: Michelin-star neighborhood favorite with a focus on seasonal American cuisine. 5-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat $$$

Topo Gigio: White-tablecloth Italian restaurant with a Tuscan-inspired, seafood-heavy menu. 11.30am-10pm Tue-Sat, 4-9pm Sun $$





Lake View & Wrigleyville

[image: ]

ALWAYS A PARTY GOING ON

Baseball lovers and nightlife fans share this bar-packed area, where the good times roll in Wrigleyville, set around star attraction Wrigley Field, and in Northalsted, the city’s thumping LGBTIQ+ district.
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Quieter areas invite lingering too, like Roscoe Village, which charms with its small-town vibe, and the Southport Corridor, chock a block with upscale eateries and shops. Together, the four communities comprise Lake View.

Wrigleyville tends to grab all the glory. For years, sticky-floored boozers were the stock in trade, full of Cubs fans guzzling beers. New owners took over the team in 2009 and jump-started the area’s makeover. Now cocktail bars, fancy donut shops and trendy eateries have joined the game (though several dive bars endure too). Walk along Clark St to get the scene’s full effect.

The rainbow banners of Northalsted flutter next door to Wrigley Field. The oldest officially recognized gay neighborhood in the United States, Northalsted – named for North Halsted St, its main artery – grew up in the 1980s. Originally known as Boystown, it changed its name in 2020 to be more inclusive, though you’ll still catch glimpses of the old name. The area holds several blocks of queer-owned restaurants, bars, shops and dance clubs that exude a young, playful energy.

Lake View’s western expanse, including Roscoe Village and the Southport Corridor, tends to be more sedate, harboring small businesses like an underground jazz club, a Beard Award–winning bakery and an artsy corner tavern between the well-kept residences.

Lake View is busiest at night, thanks to its myriad bars and several theaters, comedy clubs and rock venues. Afternoons are relatively relaxed and great for exploring the wide range of shops and restaurants that speckle the streets. Of course, an afternoon Cubs game changes everything – then the place becomes mobbed. But that’s part of the fun.
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Don’t Miss…

WRIGLEY FIELD

Spend a sun-splashed afternoon at the historic, ivy-clad home of the Cubs.

NORTHALSTED

Soak up the thumping nightlife in Chicago’s main LGBTIQ+ area.

LIVE MUSIC CLUBS

Loud rock, twangy acoustic and experimental jazz spill out of cool concert halls.

ROSCOE VILLAGE

Cute little district for indie shops, taverns and bakeries.

PRIDE PARADE

Join the party of colorful floats and revelers celebrating all things LGBTIQ+.

WRIGLEYVILLE BARS

Learn the Chicago handshake, smack baseballs or sip rare whiskey in this boozer hub.




TOP TIP

Parking is difficult in Lake View. Many side streets are resident-only and require a special pass. On Cubs game days, it gets exponentially worse. Take public transportation. Handy L stations are at Belmont and Addison (for Wrigleyville and Northalsted), and Southport and Paulina (for Southport Corridor and Roscoe Village).
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Wrigley Field

SIGHTS

2AIDS Garden

3Alta Vista Terrace

4Center on Halsted

5Gallagher Way

6Harry Caray statue

SLEEPING

7Best Western Hawthorne Terrace

8Hotel Versey

9Hotel Zachary

10Majestic Hotel

11Willows Hotel

12Wrigley Hostel

EATING

132d Restaurant

14Andy’s Thai Kitchen

15Big Star

16Bittersweet Pastry Shop & Cafe

17Chicago Diner

18Chilam Balam

19Clark Street Dog

20Comfort’s African Cuisine

21Crisp

22Crosby’s Kitchen

23Dear Margaret

24Fancy Plants Cafe

25Farm Bar Lakeview

26Gundis Kurdish Kitchen

27Jeni’s

28Jennivee’s Bakery

29Kitsch’n on Roscoe

30Little Goat

31Loba Pastry + Coffee

32mfk

33Mia Francesca

34Small Cheval

35Smoke Daddy

36Southport Grocery and Cafe

37Steingold’s of Chicago

38Tango Sur

39Village Tap

40Wheat’s End

41Willies ‘n Waffles

42Wood

DRINKING

(see 9)Alma

43Corridor Brewery & Provisions

44Duke of Perth

45Four Moon Tavern

46GMan Tavern

47Guthrie’s Tavern

48L&L Tavern

49Mordecai

50Murphy’s Bleachers

51Nisei Lounge

52Roscoe’s Tavern

53Sidetrack

54Sluggers

(see 64)Smart Bar

55Ten Cat Tavern

56The Closet

57Toons

ENTERTAINMENT

58Annoyance Theatre

59Beat Kitchen

60Constellation

61Hungry Brain

62Laugh Factory

63Martyrs

64Metro

65Music Box Theatre

64Northalsted Market Days

67Otherworld Theatre

68Pride Parade

69Schubas

70Strawdog Theatre Company

71Theater Wit

SHOPPING

72Beatnix

73Brown Elephant

74Chicago Comics

75Chicago Music Exchange

(see 5)Cubs Store

76Egoist Underwear

77Graham Cracker Comics Lakeview

78Gramaphone Records

79Last Chapter Book Shop

80Men’s Room

81Obvious Shirts

82Out of the Closet

83Reckless Records

84Sports World

85Transistor

86Unabridged Bookstore

87Wrigleyville Sports





TOP SIGHT
Wrigley Field

Built in 1914, Wrigley Field – aka the Friendly Confines – is the second-oldest baseball park in the major leagues. It provides an old-school slice of Americana, with a hand-turned scoreboard, ivy-covered outfield walls and an iconic neon entrance sign. Legendary traditions and curses imbue the stadium, which is uniquely situated smack in the middle of a residential neighborhood.
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PRACTICALITIES

Scan this QR code for tours, tickets and more information.
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Don’t Miss

Gallagher Way

Hand-operated scoreboard

Ivy-covered outfield walls

Eating a hot dog

Drinking an Old Style beer

Harry Caray statue

Neon entrance sign



Environs

The field is surrounded on all sides by houses, bars, restaurants and even a fire station. The grassy plaza just north of the main entrance – aka Gallagher Way – has tables, chairs, a coffee shop and a huge video screen. On non-game days it’s open to the public and hosts free movie nights, concerts and alfresco fitness classes. On game days it’s a beer garden for ticket holders and shows Cubs programs on the screen. Kids love the grassy expanse, where they can run around, play catch or cool off in the splash pad.

Wrigley with a Ticket

Gates open 1½ hours before the game’s start time. It’s good to arrive an hour or so early to browse around inside. Check out the Walk of Fame behind the bleachers in right field to learn about Cubs greats through the ages. Watch players take batting practice. Head down close to the field for photos (as long as it’s 30 or more minutes before game time; after that you won’t be allowed). Grab a hot dog and Old Style beer, the quintessential Wrigley foods.

Ballpark Traditions

When the middle of the seventh inning arrives, it’s time for the seventh inning stretch. You then stand up for the group sing-along of ‘Take Me Out to the Ballgame’, often led by a guest celebrity along the lines of Mr T, Ozzy Osbourne or the local weather reporter. Here’s another tradition: if you catch a home run slugged by the competition, you’re honor-bound to throw it back onto the field.


Wind & Ivy

Wrigley Field is known for its havoc-wreaking wind patterns caused by nearby Lake Michigan. If the wind is blowing in, it’s a pitcher’s paradise. If it’s blowing out, expect home runs. Also, if a ball gets lost in the outfield ivy, it’s considered a ground-rule double as long as the outfielder raises his hands to signal its loss. If he doesn’t, it’s fair play.



Wrigley without a Ticket

Ninety-minute stadium tours ($30) are available most days March through September, taking in the upper deck, bleachers, field and more. On non-game days you get the bonus of also going into the press box, dugout and visitors’ locker room. Another must is to visit the statue of mythic TV sportscaster Harry Caray, who dons his barrel-sized eyeglasses in front of the bleacher entrance on Waveland Ave. Caray was known for broadcasting among the raucous bleacher fans while downing a few Budweisers himself. It’s said the sculptors mixed a dash of his favorite beer in with the white bronze used for the statue.

The Curse & its Reverse

You’ll probably hear mention of the infamous curse, so here’s the lowdown. It started with Billy Sianis, owner of the Billy Goat Tavern. In 1945, the Cubs were in the World Series against the Detroit Tigers. When Sianis tried to enter Wrigley Field with his pet goat to see the game, ballpark staff refused, saying the goat stank. Sianis threw up his arms and called down a mighty hex, saying that the Cubs would never win another World Series. Years rolled by, and they didn’t.

Then in 2016 it happened: the Cubs won the Series in a wild, come-from-behind set of games. The curse was exorcised. At the victory parade a few days later, an estimated five million fans partied with the team.


TOP TIPS

• Buy tickets at the Cubs’ website (cubs.com) or Wrigley box office. Online ticket broker StubHub (stubhub.com) is also reliable.

• The Upper Reserved Infield seats are usually pretty cheap. They’re high up, but have decent views.

• The unshaded Bleacher seats are the party-hard section with great concessions, but the sun can be brutal out there.

• After games, the streets around Wrigley are jammed with traffic. Ride-share users will need to walk several blocks to meet their driver (or wait at a local bar for 45 minutes, which is when the streets reopen).





Northalsted Market Days

Steamy street fair with vendors and bands

The LGBTIQ+ community lets loose during a hot mid-August weekend with Market Days, one of the neighborhood’s premier events along with the Pride Parade. Attendees gay and straight alike prowl the incense-wafting vendors set up along a half-mile stretch of Halsted St. Drag queens in feather boas, Twister games played in the street and disco divas on the main stage are a sure bet. Past performers include Lizzo, Pussy Riot, Joan Jett and the Village People.
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Pride Parade

Chicago’s biggest LGBTIQ+ party

On the last Sunday in June, colorful floats and risqué revelers pack Broadway and Halsted Sts in Northalsted (aka Boystown). The parade is the LGBTIQ+ community’s main event, and more than 800,000 people come to the party. The 2.6-mile route starts in Uptown and heads south through the heart of Chicago’s main gayborhood. Cheer on marching bands, politicians and Speedo-clad dancers atop the floats, who toss out beads and candy to spectators. It’s wild, sweaty fun. Pride Fest takes place the weekend before, with 150 vendors and three music stages along Halsted St.
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Metro

Bands on the way up thrash here first

The Metro is legendary for rock shows. Ever since a pre-fame REM headlined the first bill in 1982, the club has captured bands on the brink of stardom, including Sonic Youth and the Ramones in the ’80s, Nirvana and Jane’s Addiction in the ’90s and White Stripes and the Killers in the early 2000s. The room only holds around 1100 people, so if your thing is being close enough to see musicians sweat, this is the place to come. The beloved venue maintains a balance between showcasing national headliners and supporting local up-and-comers. Prepare to hear two or three bands get loud most nights.


MORE IN LAKE VIEW & WRIGLEYVILLE

Northalsted Pride

Hot spots in Chicago’s LGBTIQ+ hub

Northalsted – sometimes referred to as Boystown, its original name – lies along several blocks of N Halsted and Broadway streets a short distance east of Wrigley Field. Rainbow crosswalks stripe the intersections, and rainbow pylons rise from the sidewalks. Get close to the pylons and you’ll see plaques attached. These are part of the Legacy Walk, a mile-long outdoor museum that tells the stories of global LGBTIQ+ icons.

To see the area at its peak, visit at night. Massive Sidetrack – here since the neighborhood’s genesis – sits in the middle of the action, pumping dance music for gay and straight crowds alike. Its LGBTIQ+ storytelling show draws big groups the first Tuesday of each month. Across the street, Roscoe’s Tavern is another local stalwart, with a casual bar in front, dance club in back and sun-splashed patio outdoors. Drag-race viewing parties and drag bingo add to the fun. Nearby late-night, lesbian-owned bar The Closet changes tempo after 2am, when the gang becomes more mixed (male and female) and the music and rowdiness amp up. Willies ‘n Waffles is good for a late-night bite, assuming you’re ready for genital-shaped treats with raunchy names.

The neighborhood mellows during the day, when it’s mostly about shopping (weekdays) and brunch (weekends). Halsted St holds several thrift and fetish shops to add sass to one’s wardrobe. On Broadway, Unabridged Bookstore stocks a stellar gay and lesbian section, everything from gay parenting to queer spirituality. Sunday brunch at Wood, with house-butchered meats and breads from its wood-fired oven, packs a crowd. A few blocks away, Filipina-owned Jennivee’s Bakery tempts with creamy-frosted ube (purple yam) and mango cream cupcakes.

Other popular gathering places include the Center on Halsted, the Midwest’s largest LGBTIQ+ community center, and the AIDS Garden, a small lakefront park anchored by a 30ft-tall Keith Haring statue, where locals bring blankets and hang out on nice days. The Pride Parade and Northalsted Market Days are the neighborhood’s main events and bring a huge influx of visitors.


LGBTIQ+ FAVES
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Courtney Vondran, LGBTIQ+ travel content creator (@courtneythe explorer), shares their picks for best queer spaces in Lake View.

Wood

Stylish restaurant with a great outdoor patio. Food and service are 10 out of 10. I always go for birthdays and fancy occasions.

Unabridged Bookstore

Bookshops usually have one section labeled LGBTIQ+. Here there’s lesbian fiction, trans fiction, trans nonfiction – it’s so specific and niche to your identity.

The Closet

The only lesbian-owned bar in Lake View, known as a late-night place. More of a mixed space than a lot of the area’s bars.

AIDS Garden

Great community space. Me and my partner always go and hang a hammock and relax. Amazing views of Lake Michigan.



Eating in Lake View & Wrigleyville: Best by Wrigley Field

Small Cheval: Retro, bustling eatery serving up a compact menu of burgers, milkshakes, cocktails and beer. 11am-10pm $

Smoke Daddy: Slow-cooked porcine delights, frosty brews and a breezy vibe. 11am-9pm Mon & Thu, to 10pm Fri, 10am-10pm Sat, to 9pm Sun $$

Jeni’s: Midwest ice-cream chain with super-creative flavors like goat’s cheese with red cherries. 1-10pm Mon & Tue, to 11pm Wed-Sun $

Big Star: Tacos plump with pork shoulder and spicy tofu. Opens early for daytime Cubs games. 4-10pm Mon-Thu, 11.30am-10pm Fri-Sun $


LAKE VIEW’S BEST MUSIC & COMICS SHOPS

Gramaphone Records

A favorite of DJs and electronic music fans, with an array of house, techno and hip-hop.

Reckless Records

Outpost of the iconic local mini-chain, with crates upon crates of vinyl and frequent in-store shows.

Chicago Music Exchange

Join the musicians salivating over the huge selection of vintage guitars, basses, amps and pedals.

Chicago Comics

One of the nation’s best comic-book stores; lots of works by Chris Ware, Ivan Brunetti and other local artists.

Graham Cracker Comics Lakeview

Good range of old and new comics, single issues and graphic novels, plus collectibles.



Live Music Cauldron

Find your beat in cool clubs galore

Lake View holds loads of live music clubs, and you’re guaranteed to see a terrific show any night of the week. The cream of the crop is the Metro, Chicago’s premier loud-rock venue and a tastemaker for more than four decades. Schubas is hot on its heels. Set in an old Schlitz brewery building and known for its great sound, it presents twangy acoustic artists, plus indie rock acts on their way up. Martyrs’ is a small, catch-all venue where pretty much anything goes musically: a South American jazz improv band, a Tom Petty tribute band, a Mexican folk-music group. It also hosts occasional storytelling events.

The name says it all at Beat Kitchen, which is both a venue and a pub-grub restaurant. Music in the intimate back room can be funky or jammy, but a crop of Chicago’s smart, broadly appealing songwriters dominates the calendar (along with Tuesday night comedy shows).

The neighborhood has also become a center for cutting-edge jazz, thanks to two clubs around the corner from each other in west Lake View. Constellation is the showier venue that draws Chicago’s avant-garde crowd out of the woodwork for progressive jazz and improvisational music. It’s small, but top-tier performers in the genre take the stage here. Prepare to have your mind blown. Hungry Brain is its tinier, slightly more mainstream sibling (both clubs have the same owner). Up-and-comers perform early jazz and blues and electronic explorations in what’s essentially a low-lit, retro bar that holds 80 people or so.

Other than at the Metro, tickets to most shows run between $15 and $25, and sometimes are free.

A Cozy Day in Roscoe Village

Eat, shop and soak up the quaint ambiance

Looking for a small-town feel in the big city? Roscoe Village is it, truly its own little hamlet of cute houses and independent small businesses, set between Addison St and Belmont Ave at the western edge of Lake View. Late morning and afternoon are prime times to visit, though you can linger into evening for dinner and drinks.

Roscoe St is the main commercial thoroughfare. Start there and check out Transistor, a store that’s part art gallery, part record store and part one-of-a-kind gift shop. Rest assured no one else will be giving your friend a necklace made from dominoes or a bat-painted tea cup (that’s bat as in flying nocturnal mammal). Last Chapter Book Shop specializes in romance novels. Swoon while reading on the comfy sofas, then write your crush’s name on a paper heart in the selfie booth. Lots of cheeky gifts supplement the spicy book selection.

For breakfast, head to Loba Pastry + Coffee. The small, steamed-window bakery was nominated for a Beard Award for its ever-changing goodies ranging from pineapple sourdough muffins to caramel-peach butter cakes. They usually sell out by 1pm. Tiki-and-toy-laden Kitsch’n on Roscoe cooks a big ol’ breakfast menu daily to go with its bloody marys, mimosas and sweet outdoor patio in back.

Later in the day, Village Tap makes great sandwiches and burgers to pair with a lengthy list of Midwestern micro-brews. The picnic-table-dotted beer garden buzzes in warm weather. Four Moon Tavern is another neighborhood favorite, a classic corner bar to drink beer, play pool and hobnob with locals.

Eating in Lake View & Wrigleyville: Around the Globe

Gundis Kurdish Kitchen: Sizzling meat dishes and veggie stews in an airy, exposed-brick room. 4-10pm Wed-Fri, from 9am Sat, 9am-9pm Sun $$

Chilam Balam: Fiery modern Mexican food in basement digs. BYO beer or wine. Cash or Venmo only. 5-9pm Tue-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat $$

Andy’s Thai Kitchen: Authentically spiced dishes like boat noodles and basil preserved egg. Cash only. 11am-9.30pm Mon-Fri, from noon Sat & Sun $

Comfort’s African Cuisine: Casual family-run eatery featuring catfish pepper soup and other traditional Nigerian dishes. noon-9pm Tue-Sun $$



NORTHALSTED TO WRIGLEYVILLE STROLL
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This 1.5-mile stretch covers baseball, bars, LBGTIQ+ history and an architecture surprise.

Start at 1 Sidetrack, the bar that launched the surrounding gayborhood in the 1980s. Today Halsted St bursts with LGBTIQ+ nightlife and shops. Walk west on Newport Ave past tidy residences to Clark St, where the bar belt unfurls en route to Wrigley Field. Veer slightly onto Sheffield Ave for the 2 Nisei Lounge, a post-WWII hangout for Chicago’s Japanese-American community. It’s now a dive bar stalwart that pours bountiful shots of the infamous local spirit Malört.

Get back on Clark St and soon you come to retro 3 Wrigley Field. Snap a photo under the landmarked neon sign. The plaza nearby where everyone is hanging out is 4 Gallagher Way. On non-game days, it often hosts concerts or farmers markets open to the public. Turn east on Waveland Ave along the ballpark’s edge. Look up and you’ll notice buildings with bleachers on top, aka the ‘Wrigley rooftops.’ They’re rented out to groups and offer a unique perspective down onto the field. A few steps onward, pay homage to legendary Cubs broadcaster Harry Caray at his 5 statue.

Walk north on Sheffield Ave to Grace St and turn left (west). When you reach 6 Alta Vista Terrace, stroll down it to see a recreated block of London row houses. The 20 exquisitely detailed homes on either side of the street mirror each other diagonally.

Take Grace St back to Clark St. Buy a fun souvenir at 7 Obvious Shirts before finishing at the 8 Metro and seeing what soon-to-be-famous band is playing that night.



Eating in Lake View & Wrigleyville: Casual Vibe

Mia Francesca: Energetic Italian bistro dishing earthy pasta classics. 5-9pm Mon-Thu, 4-10pm Fri & Sat, to 9pm Sun $$

Chicago Diner: Veg comfort food stalwart with vintage red tables and booths. 11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri, 10am-10pm Sat, to 9pm Sun $$

Crisp: Loud music, bright colors and picnic-style tables set the scene for Korean fried chicken and mixed vegetable bowls. 11.30am-9pm Tue-Sun $

Clark Street Dog: No-frills spot for hot dogs, Italian beef, chili cheese fries and more meaty delights. 11am-midnight Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat $


NORTHALSTED’S BEST SHOPS

Men’s Room

Has the goods when the urge strikes for leather harnesses, fetish gear, handcuffs or sexy underwear.

Brown Elephant

Resale shop benefitting local LGBTIQ+ health centers, with a stellar selection of books, vintage furniture and kitchen items.

Out of the Closet

Excellent thrift shop where the money goes to the AIDS Healthcare Foundation; also provides HIV testing on-site.

Beatnix

Two floors of vintage, kitschy-cool clothes, costumes, wigs, jewelry and shoes. Lots of drag performers shop here.

Egoist Underwear

It sells men’s swimwear, gym wear, jockstraps and briefs with saucy style. Mesh abounds.




Southport Corridor Tour

Bustling street where convivial indie businesses lurk

Located in west Lake View, between Roscoe Village and Wrigleyville, the Southport Corridor (along Southport Ave) unfurls a mile-long stretch of eateries and shops that makes for a great morning or afternoon browse. At first glance, it looks like it’s all J Crew, Lululemon, Madewell and other upscale fashion stores here, but look in between and you’ll find local spots that show off the neighborhood’s fun, family-friendly vibe.

If you go at it from south to north, Little Goat pops up first, Iron Chef Stephanie Izard’s modern spin on a retro comfort food diner. Fork into all-day breakfast specials like peanut-butter-and-banana-topped waffles, or lunch and dinner favorites like chicken and dumplings. Nearby, snug Corridor Brewery & Provisions makes a rotating array of IPAs, lagers and farmhouse ales in the shiny tanks gurgling behind the bar, and artisanal pizzas to go with them. Across the street, Crosby’s Kitchen offers a boisterous room of comfy booths and tables to tuck into rotisserie chicken, short rib rigatoni and more home-style dishes. It’s a family favorite, especially between 4pm and 6pm, when kids eat for free.

Southport Grocery and Cafe packs a crowd into its small, narrow room, where plates clatter and neighbors chitchat over bread pudding pancakes and butternut squash omelets. A few blocks away, Steingold’s of Chicago features modern twists on Jewish deli classics. Grab a counter seat or carry out pastrami-sliced turkey on challah bread or crackly, fresh-made bagels with pastrami lox. Then see what’s on next door at the Music Box Theatre, a 1929 gem that looks like a Moorish palace inside. The arthouse films are always first-rate, and there’s a midnight roster of cult hits. Finally, Toons beckons, the neighborhood’s long-standing, quintessential pub to shoot pool, watch the Cubs on TV and knock back a cold beer.
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Corridor Brewery & Provisions | ezellhphotography/Shutterstock ©


LAKE VIEW’S BEST THEATERS

Annoyance Theatre

A Chicago improv mainstay for more than 35 years, it masterminds naughty and absurd shows.

Laugh Factory

Newbie comics line up for Tuesday’s open mic. Expect seasoned local standup acts the rest of the week.

Otherworld Theatre

Original science fiction and fantasy stagings, plus events like cosplay meet-ups and game nights.

Strawdog Theatre Company

The lauded ensemble puts on new works, reimagined classics and avant-garde musicals that get creative in their subject matter.

Theater Wit

Always something intriguing in one of the three small theaters here by the resident company and visiting troupes.



Eating in Lake View & Wrigleyville: Cozy Charmers

mfk: Spanish dishes and sunny cocktails in a teeny, romantic space that feels like the seaside in Spain. 5-9.30pm Tue-Sat, 4-8.30pm Sun $$$

Dear Margaret: French-Canadian dishes using pork, fish and earthy cheeses in a room modeled on granny’s house. 5-10pm Wed-Sat, to 9pm Sun $$$

Farm Bar Lakeview: Farm-to-table comfort foods served in a handsome house tucked among local residences. hours vary $$

Tango Sur: This candlelit Argentine steakhouse makes an idyllic date location. 5-10.30pm Mon-Fri, 3-11.30pm Sat, noon-10.30pm Sun $$$


WRIGLEYVILLE’S BEST SPORTS SHOPS

All are located within a baseball throw of Wrigley Field.

Cubs Store

The team’s slick, official store has every Cubs-logoed hat, jersey, jacket, shot glass and toy you could dream of.

Wrigleyville Sports

Long-standing, family-run store that carries a terrific array of licensed clothing and souvenirs for all of Chicago’s pro teams.

Obvious Shirts

Creates clever, humorous shirts with simple, bold text on solid backgrounds; selection includes all Chicago teams.

Sports World

It goes heavy on the Cubs shirts and ballcaps, with a bit of Bears and Bulls gear, too. Prices are fair.



Wrigleyville Bar Hop

A raucous scene, game day or not

A lot of bars pave the way to Wrigley Field. Dive bars, sports bars, cocktail bars, friendly corner bars: they’re all here. Clark St holds the majority, but Addison St and Sheffield Ave bring on the beverages, too. During the April through September baseball season, these places are packed on game days and a party atmosphere prevails. Offseason, the party rages on weekend nights.

Divey Nisei Lounge bats leadoff for your explorations. It’s Wrigleyville’s longest-standing bar, pouring drinks since 1951, and still maintains the old neighborhood spirit. For those craving a pool table, jukebox, dartboards and the local liquor Malört, this festively scruffy place is it. Try the Chicago Handshake (an Old Style beer plus a shot of Malört).

For the sports bar scene, make your way to Sluggers. Sidestep the schnockered Cubs fans and giant-screen TVs and go to the 2nd floor, where there are batting cages to practice your home-run swing. Another classic is Murphy’s Bleachers, a good-time watering hole steps away from the entrance to Wrigley Field’s bleacher seats.

To drink in fancier digs, head to Alma, the Hotel Zachary’s 2nd-floor lounge. Order a classic Manhattan or martini, then angle for a seat on the terrace with a view of the ballpark. Next door Mordecai also has cocktails and views, which it supplements with a lengthy list of rare bourbons.

A bit off the ballpark path, Guthrie’s Tavern is a neighborhood hangout with a glassed-in back porch, patio chairs, board games and Tuesday trivia nights. GMan Tavern is Wrigleyville’s rock and roll option. The hard-hitting jukebox, large, eclectic beer selection, and pierced-and-tattooed patrons make it wonderfully different from the surrounding bars.
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Murphy’s Bleachers | James Kirkikis/Shutterstock ©

Eating in Lake View & Wrigleyville: Best Cafes

Fancy Plants Cafe: Cute vegan spot for a carrot lox bagel, seitan sausage sandwich or smoked lentil lasagna. 8am-4pm $

2d Restaurant: Taiwanese chicken and mochi donuts in an eye-popping room drawn like a comic book. 11am-5pm Mon, Thu & Fri, to 8pm Sat, 11am-6pm Sun $

Bittersweet Pastry Shop & Cafe: Jewel-box space for a latte, sparkling wine, grilled ham and fig sandwich or chocolate mousse cake. 7am-6pm $

Wheat’s End: A 100% gluten-free cafe where pancakes and crispy popovers are the specialties; carry-out only. 8.30am-3pm Tue-Sun $$


LAKE VIEW’S ORIGINS

The neighborhood’s name does indeed come from its vista-rich proximity to Lake Michigan, but there’s more to the story. In 1854, the Hotel Lake View opened along the lakefront just south of where Irving Park Rd is today. It was a summer getaway for Chicago residents where they could escape the city’s noise and pollution. By 1857, the area around the hotel incorporated as Lake View Township, and it originally was a suburb. The city annexed it in 1889.

Given how built up Lake View is today, it’s hard to imagine that during its early days, it was known as the celery capital, growing the stalky vegetable in abundance in the area’s boggy, sandy soil.



Drinking in Lake View & Wrigleyville: Our Picks

Ten Cat Tavern: Shoot pool, check out the art and swill beers by the fireplace (winter) or in the beer garden (summer). hours vary

Duke of Perth: Cozy, laid-back pub with UK beers, Scotch whiskies, and fish and chips (all you can eat on Wednesdays and Fridays). hours vary

Smart Bar: Long-standing unpretentious favorite for dancing, located in the basement of the Metro rock club. Top-notch DJs spin techno. hours vary

L&L Tavern: A dimly lit, unapologetic dive bar, complete with curt, seen-it-all staff and cheap beer and whiskey. Cash only. hours vary





Andersonville, Uptown & Edgewater
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CULTURALLY RICH LAKEFRONT COMMUNITIES

These northern neighborhoods are fan favorites to stroll, eat and drink. Vietnamese, Swedish and Indian communities huddle in different corners, while beaches beckon along the eastern edge.
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Old fashioned, Nobody’s Darling | Chris Sweda/Chicago Tribune/Tribune News Service via Getty Images ©

Andersonville is the old Swedish enclave centered on Clark St, where timeworn bars mix with new foodie restaurants, artsy boutiques, antique shops and LGBTIQ+ bars. The Swedish American Museum keeps alive the legacy of the original inhabitants, but Andersonville’s residential streets are now home mostly to creative types, young professionals and folks who fly the rainbow flag. Andersonville is part of a larger neighborhood called Edgewater that extends the leafy, urban-cool vibe all the way east to the lakefront.

Bordering it to the south, Uptown has a different feel, one that’s a bit more gritty. Argyle St runs through the heart of ‘Little Saigon’, filled with Vietnamese restaurants serving pho and shops chockablock with goods from the homeland. Several historic theaters cluster at N Broadway and Lawrence Ave, including Al Capone’s favorite speakeasy, the Green Mill jazz club.

The neighborhoods hold few traditional sights. Rather a visit here is about eclectic shops and cafes by day, cocktails and shows by night. A good place to begin is the north end of Clark St in the afternoon, making your way down through Andersonville’s shops and cafes; then divert to Argyle St as you head south, and eventually end up at the Green Mill for drinks and live music. Or make a full day of it by starting in the morning either at Montrose Beach for surf and sand, or with a pleasant stroll through the verdant and historic Graceland Cemetery.

Rogers Park and Devon Ave – a wild mash-up of magic shops, fetish history and Indian restaurants – offer a worthy detour for those with more time.
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Don’t Miss…

GREEN MILL

Listen to jazz and sip martinis with Al Capone’s ghost in candlelit booths.

MONTROSE BEACH

Wide shore with dunes, kayaks, sailboats and the bird-filled ‘magic hedge’.

NEIGHBORHOOD NIGHTLIFE

Cocktails, magic shows, drag revues, irreverent theater and a brilliant European-style tavern.

CLARK STREET SHOPPING

Antiques, oddities and one-of-a-kind souvenirs in a lengthy row of shops.

ARGYLE STREET

Eat mooncakes, pho, banh mi sandwiches and more in the clattering businesses of Little Saigon.

GRACELAND CEMETERY

Stroll through Chicago history in peaceful grounds that double as an arboretum.




TOP TIP

Meter and on-street parking are available, though it gets congested on weekends, especially in Andersonville. Instead take the Red Line L train to Berwyn or Argyle (each a half-mile east of Clark St) for Andersonville; to Argyle for Little Saigon; and to Lawrence for the Green Mill. Or bus 22 travels along Clark St.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Green Mill

SIGHTS

2Graceland Cemetery

3Swedish American Museum

SLEEPING

4Guesthouse Hotel

EATING

5Andersonville Farmers Market

6Argyle Night Market

7Ba Le Sandwiches

8Big Jones

9Chiu Quon Bakery

10Defloured

11Demera

12Dollop Diner

13Fiya

14Hai Yen

15Hopleaf

16Jin Ju

17Kie-Gol-Lanee

18Kopi Cafe

19Lost Larson

20Lucy’s

21Middle East Bakery & Grocery

22Munno Pizzeria & Bistro

23Nha Hang Vietnam

24Sun Wah BBQ

25Svea Restaurant

26Taste of Lebanon

27Tiztal Cafe

28Tweet

29Uptown Farmers Market

(see 10)Vincent

30VN Tofu

DRINKING

31Big Chicks

32Carol’s Pub

33Drink Happy Thoughts

34Emerald City Coffee

35First Sip Cafe

36La Colombe

37Lady Gregory’s

38Little Bad Wolf

39Marty’s Martini Bar

40Simon’s Tavern

41SoFo Tap

42Understudy Coffee and Books

ENTERTAINMENT

43Aragon Ballroom

44Argyle Lunar New Year Parade

45Baton Show Lounge

46Black Ensemble Theater

47Chicago Magic Lounge

48City Lit Theatre

49Edgewater Yard Sale

50Essanay Studios

51Midsommarfest

52Neo-Futurist Theater

53Riviera Theatre

54St Lucia Festival of Lights

55Steep Theatre

SHOPPING

56Alamo Shoes

57Alleycat Comics

58Andersonville Antiques

59Andersonville Galleria

60Andersonville Vintage Market

61Brown Elephant

62Early to Bed

63Paper & Pencil

64Rattleback Records

65Scout

66Strange Cargo

67Tai Nam Food Market

68Transit Tees

69Uncharted Books

70Women & Children First

(see 26)Woolly Mammoth




Graceland Cemetery

Showy memorials for Chicago’s founding fathers

Some of the biggest names in Chicago history lie amid the pretty trees and ponds here, including architects Louis Sullivan and Ludwig Mies van der Rohe and retail magnate Marshall Field. Stop in the visitor center by the entrance to pick up a map. National League founder William Hulbert lies under a baseball. Daniel Burnham, who did so much to design Chicago, gets his own island. Railroad car magnate George Pullman lies under a hidden fortress designed to prevent angry union members from digging him up. The creepy Dexter Graves monument haunts with its Grim Reaper statue.
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William Hulbert gravesite, Graceland Cemetery | Eddie J. Rodriquez/Shutterstock ©

Green Mill

Famous jazz club with gangster history

The Green Mill is a timeless venue to hear top-notch jazz. The art-deco decor hasn’t changed much since the 1920s. Sit in one of the curved booths and feel Al Capone’s ghost urging you on to another gin martini. This was his favorite speakeasy, not least because it was central to his bootlegging operation (the trap door behind the bar leads to tunnels where they hid the booze). Capone’s designated booth is the one at the end of the bar, on the northern side – the only seat in the house that has a view of both the front and side doors.

Local and national jazz artists perform nightly. If you’re around on a Friday, drop by at 5pm for the free show with music played on the Hammond B3 organ. The famous Uptown Poetry Slam takes place the third Sunday of each month. Paper Machete, a fun, free show with poets, musicians, comedians and a trash-talking puppet, takes place every Saturday afternoon.
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Green Mill | ChicagoPhotographer/Shutterstock ©


Leather Archives & Museum

Learn about alternative sexual practices

Ben Franklin liked to be flogged, and Egypt’s Queen Hatshepsut had a foot fetish. The museum reveals this and more in its displays of leather, kink, fetish and BDSM subcultures. (BDSM stands for bondage-discipline-sadomasochism, for those not in the know.) It’s a relatively small collection of artifacts and queer-friendly exhibitions, but well curated by passionate staff. A fetish film series, kink education classes, erotic drawing classes, an erotic art market and more creative events supplement the exhibits. The museum is located inside a repurposed synagogue in Rogers Park, a block over the border from Edgewater.
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Library, Leather Archives & Museum | Skvader/Wikimedia/CC BY-SA 4.0 ©

Montrose Beach

Swim, lounge, kayak and birdwatch

This big, sandy expanse is one of Chicago’s best beaches. It draws lots of families and activity seekers, but never feels too crowded since there’s room to spread out. There are showers, bathrooms and the Dock bar, which is fun for waterside snacks and beers, plus live music. You can rent kayaks, stand-up paddleboards and jet skis. Watch sailboats glide in and out of the harbor and anglers cast from the shore. Swimming is allowed only when lifeguards are on duty from Memorial Day through Labor Day.

Locals let their furry friends roam and splash at the busy dog-friendly portion of the beach at the north end. Montrose Point Bird Sanctuary – more commonly known as ‘the magic hedge’ – lies at Montrose Beach’s southeast edge. The bushy area and adjacent dunes are an important stopover point for migratory birds – more than 300 species have been spotted here, everything from white-crowned sparrows to roosting owls and red-throated loons.
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Cooper’s hawk, Montrose Point Bird Sanctuary | Stephanie Le/Shutterstock ©


BEST FESTIVALS

Argyle Lunar New Year Parade

Music, lion dances and other celebrations of Asian culture hit the street; held in late January or February.

Edgewater Yard Sale

One neighbor’s trash is another’s treasure. Some 200 households put out items to sell; held in early June.

Midsommarfest

Weekend-long, Swedish-themed party to welcome summer with bands, food and cultural activities; held in mid-June.

Edgewater Arts Festival

Live music, family-friendly activities and booths with art for sale; held in mid-September.

St Lucia Festival of Lights

Swedish holiday event with a candlelit procession down Clark St and caroling; held in mid-December.



MORE IN ANDERSONVILLE, UPTOWN & EDGEWATER

Get Your Swedish On

Experience vestiges of Andersonville’s past

One of the most concentrated areas of Swedish heritage in the USA, Andersonville provides a taste of the old country. Spend a morning here to soak it up.

You can learn the backstory of the many Swedes who immigrated to the area at the storefront Swedish American Museum. If you’re lucky, you’ll arrive when it’s hosting a pop-up cafe offering cardamom-spiced cookies, jam-topped waffles or more Swedish treats. Other highlights include the attached Swedish goods shop, the 1st-floor art gallery and the interactive children’s section that lets kids climb around on a steamship and milk fake cows.

For a traditional Swedish breakfast or lunch, walk across the street to Svea Restaurant. The tiny, cash-only cafe cooks up Swedish pancakes topped with lingonberry jam, smoky falukorv sausage and meatballs with gravy. In the next block, Lost Larson is an elegantly minimalist, Scandi-influenced bakery. It mills its wheat on-site and uses local ingredients for delicious lingonberry-almond cake, cardamom buns and limpa (rye) bread.

Simon’s Tavern is next up – a giant neon herring holding a martini glass marks the spot. No matter that it’s morning, Simon’s flings open its doors daily at 11am. Started by a Swede in 1934, it initially served the local community. Now it’s more of a dimly lit musicians’ watering hole with a great jukebox. In winter, Simon’s is famous for its glögg (spiced wine punch). Cash only.

A Night Out in Andersonville & Uptown

Magic, jazz, honky tonk and cocktails

The neighborhood crushes it for distinctive nightlife. Begin at Hopleaf, where locals pile in for the house-specialty frites (fries) and beer-broth-soaked mussels. The cozy tavern also pours 200 types of brew, emphasizing craft and Belgian suds. In summer sip on the shady patio out back; in winter head for the fireplace. From there plot your next move for the evening’s entertainment.

The Green Mill has a storied history as Al Capone’s favorite hangout. It’s still a terrific club to hear jazz over an old-fashioned tipple any night of the week. Find the secret entrance to the Chicago Magic Lounge behind a wall of laundry machines, and you’ll see amazing feats of prestidigitation nightly. Buy a ticket for the evening’s show, or buy a drink in the 1930s-style bar where a magician is always on duty (no ticket required).

See who’s on the bill at the Riviera Theatre and Aragon Ballroom, a couple of century-old gems that flank the Green Mill. Both host well-known indie and hip-hop bands. Meanwhile, Carol’s Pub beckons country music fans. It’s the closest thing Chicago has to a honky-tonk bar, providing its boot stompin’, Bud-drinkin’ good times. Bands play several nights a week, and there’s a raucous late-night scene.

If it’s the weekend, you have additional options. The Neo-Futurist Theater is known for its funny, irreverent, oddly moving show The Infinite Wrench, in which the hyper troupe makes a manic attempt to perform 30 original plays in 60 minutes. The Baton Show Lounge hosts popular drag revues – the rip-roaring, risqué musicals have been going strong for more than half a century.

But maybe you just want an evening of cocktails? Pocket-sized Marty’s Martini Bar, decorated with gilt-framed mirrors and Toulouse-Lautrec posters, pours various takes on the classic drink. Nobody’s Darling pumps up the vibe with disco lights and upbeat music, while stirring cocktails so delicious they were named Beard Award finalists.
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Aragon Ballroom | Joseph Hendrickson/Shutterstock ©

Eating in Andersonville, Uptown & Edgewater: Our Picks

Big Jones: Mixes dishes from New Orleans, the Carolina Lowcountry and Appalachia into ‘Southern heirloom cooking’. hours vary $$

Munno Pizzeria & Bistro: Casual neighborhood favorite for real-deal Italian pastas and pizzas with puffy, lightly charred crust. 5-9pm Wed-Sun $$

Vincent: Cozy bistro with an ever-changing, French-tinged menu and jazzy live music on weekends. 5-11pm Wed-Sat, 11am-9pm Sun $$$

Defloured: Gluten-free bakery to indulge in down-home treats like cupcakes, lemon bars and cream puffs. 11am-7pm Wed-Fri, 9am-4pm Sat & Sun $




UPTOWN ARTS WALK
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You can see a lot of Uptown’s theater and art scene in a 1.5-mile span. Start in the historic Hutchinson St District at 1 817 W Hutchinson St. This home, and those at 839 W Hutchinson and 840 W Hutchinson, were built in the early 1900s by George W Maher, a famous student of Frank Lloyd Wright. They represent some of the best examples of Prairie School architecture in Chicago, full of ornamental stained glass and horizontal lines.

Take Hazel St to Montrose Ave and turn left. Stop into sunny little 2 Drink Happy Thoughts for a butterscotch latte or vegan breakfast sandwich, then continue to N Broadway and turn right. Nigerian restaurants, African import shops, tattoo parlors and big-box retailers line the commercial thoroughfare. Keep going past the Wilson L train station to N Clifton Ave. Turn left and behold the block-long 3 Clifton Avenue Street Art Gallery, where dozens of murals splash across the windows, garage doors and walls of local buildings. Most works have plaques and QR codes that provide details.

Come out onto W Wilson Ave and turn right. A lot of artsy types hang out at cozy 4 Emerald City Coffee. Next door the 5 Chicago Center for Photojournalism is a storefront gallery of local street photography that offers classes in the trade. Exhibitions change every few months.

Make your way back to N Broadway and the 6 Baton Show Lounge, a popular, longstanding club for raucous drag shows. Further along Broadway is the 7 Riviera Theatre, a 1917 beauty that hosts big-name indie bands, and the famed 8 Green Mill jazz club, where Al Capone used to hang out.




BEST THEATERS

Black Ensemble Theater

Slick modern space for original productions about the African American experience through historical, biographical scripts and musical revues.

City Lit Theatre

Well-respected, longstanding group that stages adaptations of literary works on the 2nd floor of a century-old church.

Steep Theatre

Troupe that produces under-the-radar plays about ordinary people in extraordinary situations. It occupies a cool building in a residential area.

Raven Theatre

Small neighborhood theater in a converted grocery store that has been putting on revivals of modern dramas and provocative new works for 40-plus years.



Drinking in Andersonville, Uptown & Edgewater: Hangouts

Big Chicks: Both men and women frequent this LGBTIQ-friendly bar with weekend DJs and art displays. 4pm-2am Mon-Fri, from 9am Sat & Sun

Little Bad Wolf: Industrial-chic indoors, big patio outdoors, and a long list of beers, whiskeys and upscale bar food. 11am-midnight

Lady Gregory’s: Busy Irish pub with a library, fireplace, 100 types of beer and 300 types of whiskey. hours vary

SoFo Tap: LGBTIQ+ bar with a great dog-friendly patio, dartboards, trivia nights, karaoke and bear nights for the mostly male crowd. hours vary


Asian Feast on Argyle Street

Graze through Little Saigon

Argyle St is the heart of ‘Little Saigon’, marked by the pagoda-shaped Argyle L station. Many residents of the area arrived as refugees from the Vietnam War and subsequently filled the storefronts with lunch spots serving pho, bakeries pouring bubble tea and shops with goods from the homeland. It’s great for a wander (except on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, when many businesses are closed) as everything packs into about a quarter-mile stretch.

Start with snacks to fuel your exploration. Chiu Quon Bakery provides sweet and savory treats, from coconut tarts to mooncakes and barbecue pork buns. VN Tofu is known for its delicious bánh giò (pyramid-shaped steamed rice cakes filled with seasoned pork and mushrooms). Bustling Ba Le Sandwiches serves tangy, meaty banh mi sandwiches on house-made baguettes; vegan versions are available, too.

For a sit-down meal, Nha Hang Vietnam is terrific for slurping pho and eating clay-pot catfish. Dishes at Hai Yen often require assembly, pairing shrimp, beef or squid with rice crepes, mint and Thai basil. Watch the local families eating around you to see how it’s done. The chickens hanging in the window signal your arrival at Sun Wah BBQ, a big, boisterous place where the same family has been perfecting its Hong Kong–style barbecue for more than 35 years.

On weekend mornings, it seems like the entire neighborhood is at Tai Nam Food Market buying bitter melons, live crabs, rice cookers, duck eggs and other Asian grocery goods. In summer, the weekly Argyle Night Market is the neighborhood hot spot for food and music.


ANDERSONVILLE FAVORITES
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Miki Greenberg, longtime neighborhood resident and server at Kopi Cafe (kopicafechicago.com), shares his top picks for eating.

Kopi Cafe

Come for a creative vibe and huge, vegetarian-friendly menu. There’s a section of low tables by the window with seating on the ground that’s magical, and a cool hidden boutique.

Middle East Bakery

The savory pies are the highlight, with over a dozen veggie fillings wrapped in house-made dough and perfectly baked that morning.

m.henry

You can’t go wrong for breakfast, like the blackberry bliss cakes with brown sugar and vanilla mascarpone.

Fiya

Next-level Middle Eastern food that’s elegant without being pretentious. Heavenly hummus, Moroccan fish and eggplant, plus creative cocktails.



Shopping for Curiosities on Clark Street

From stuffed peacocks to banana-print shoes

Clark St rolls out a whopping line-up of independent shops, with an emphasis on antiques and oddities. The best browsing is in the afternoon Wednesday through Sunday.

Start from the north and pop into the Brown Elephant, a massive resale shop set inside a former theater. Join gay couples, drag queens, older women with their dogs and more locals checking out prodigious racks of clothing, furniture, housewares, jewelry, hula hoops, vinyl and even art. Plus you’re shopping for a good cause – all proceeds go to support LGBTIQ+ health initiatives clinics.

Next search for Alleycat Comics, which hides down a teeny alleyway off Clark St. Friendly staff will happily indulge nerd-genre discussions as you explore the wide selection of single-issue titles, graphic novels, manga and zines.

Andersonville Antiques splits over two floors. Upstairs is a sedate collection of antique furniture, old wooden chests and estate jewelry. Downstairs holds fun bric-a-brac from across the decades: cocktail shakers, kitchen canister sets, antique radios and vintage Coca-Cola signs. Nearby Scout is a high-end vintage store whose retro tables, chairs and dishes are in demand by designers.

Across the street is Strange Cargo and its array of 1970s lunch boxes, whoopee cushions, naughty socks, celebrity prayer candles and other pop culture/gag gift items. It’s particularly great for kitschy, irreverent T-shirts. The Chicago-themed ones make standout souvenirs. And then there’s Woolly Mammoth, a morbid curiosity shop where shelves hold creepy doll heads, a stuffed peacock, authentic clown shoes, a 1950s prosthetic leg, Victorian medical instruments – it’s like a macabre art installation. Set designers often come here for props.


CLARK STREET’S TOP SHOPS

Alamo Shoes

Throwback shop with enthusiastic staffers to help you find Dr Martens, Merrell or other hip, comfy brands.

Andersonville Galleria

Local indie vendors sell their sweets, paintings, jewelry and other crafty goods in kiosks spread over three floors.

Early to Bed

Low-key, women-owned sex shop to help with your anal bead, bullet vibe, vegan condom and sex manual needs.

Transit Tees

Artsy, Chicago-themed stickers, magnets, clothing, posters, mugs and postcards, all locally made. Perfect souvenirs.

Rattleback Records

Packed, sunlit space to dig through crates and pick up a Blondie, Cramps or other retro band T-shirt.



Literary Aspirations

Cafes and shops to stoke your inner writer

Andersonville is a fine place to start your novel, especially in the half-mile stretch of Clark St between Winona and Gregory Sts. Arrive in the late morning or afternoon, and stop into Uncharted Books for inspiration. It sells used and rare tomes plus lots of zines, while jazz plays on the stereo and the grandfather clock ticks. There’s even a secret door to a hidden room. See if you can find it amid the books against the back wall. In the next block, longstanding, independent Women & Children First features fiction and nonfiction by and about women, a big selection of gay and lesbian titles and scads of children’s books. Author readings, book clubs and other events take place most days.

Onward to stationery store Paper & Pencil for cool notebooks, pens, stickers, postcards and stamps. And then it’s time to sit and write. The giant windows and industrial-vibed interior of La Colombe make it a popular spot to crack open the laptop over an espresso or cold-brew coffee. On the other hand, bohemian Kopi Cafe has no wi-fi, so you can work here without online distraction, but plenty of vegetarian dishes, coffee drinks and wine to keep you going. Meanwhile, the Understudy Coffee and Books combines a theater-focused bookstore and an inviting cafe decked out with comfy couches and armchairs, plants and floor-to-ceiling windows perfect for a creative writing session.

Eating in Andersonville, Uptown & Edgewater: Best Brunch

Pauline’s: Homey, knickknack-laden, red-checkered-tablecloth spot for heaping portions of pancakes, omelets and sandwiches. 7am-3pm $

m.henry: Lovely space for Japanese soufflé hotcakes, dandelion-and-shallot omelets and house-baked brioche. 8am-2pm Tue-Sun $

Tiztal Cafe: Mexican eatery where chorizo scrambles, gravy-slathered biscuits and country-fried steak are house favorites. 8am-3pm $$

Tweet: Decadent, reimagined breakfast standards, like the Havarti omelet with green apple slices. 9am-3pm $


Lakefront Ramble

Beaches and other lakeside action

How about a morning or afternoon playing in fresh air? Uptown and Edgewater own a prime slice of Chicago’s lakefront that’s perfect for it. Watch colorful sailboats, paddle a kayak or lounge on the sand at Montrose Beach. Make sure to amble through the adjacent Magic Hedge bird sanctuary, a surprisingly tranquil hideaway.

Then pick up the Lakefront Trail and walk or cycle north for the next 2 miles. (Signs point you to the path, and there’s a Divvy bike-share dock by the beach if you want wheels.) You’ll pass Cricket Hill where kite flyers unspool, and Wilson Skate Park’s heel-flipping crowd, and lots of athletic fields, before you reach Foster Beach. It’s a family favorite, with bathrooms and a snack shop. Head onward a bit and you arrive at Osterman Beach (sometimes called Hollywood Beach). The wide swath is Chicago’s main LGBTIQ+ beach, though lots of families are here, too, so it’s usually pretty crowded. A beach bar adds to the fun.

And with that, you’ve reached the northern end of the Lakefront Trail. Reward yourself by grabbing a seat at little Sfera Sicilian Street Food and stuffing your face with arancini (rice balls), thick slices of pizza and limonata (sparkling lemonade).
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SILENT FILM CAPITAL

Who knew Chicago was the Hollywood of silent film in the early 1900s? Essanay Studios was the local hit-maker, with stars like WC Fields and Charlie Chaplin on its payroll. The studio definitely believed more in quantity than quality. Watch a few flicks and note how the settings – a southern farm, a western butte – look suspiciously like Chicago’s North Side. That’s because most movies were filmed right outside the front door. Essanay folded in 1917, when many of its actors were lured to the bright lights of a still-nascent Hollywood. These days the building belongs to a local college, though you can still see the studio’s name above the door.



Drinking in Andersonville, Uptown & Edgewater: Coffee Shops

Emerald City Coffee: Shabby chic cafe with games, books and tables for bohemian types to caffeinate. 7am-4pm Mon-Fri, to 3pm Sat & Sun

Dollop Coffee: Inviting outpost of the local chain to linger over hot beverages and munch house-baked treats. 6am-6pm

Drink Happy Thoughts: Sunny storefront that makes unusual drinks like the Figgy Stardust. 7.30am-3pm Mon-Fri, 8am-4pm Sat & Sun

First Sip Cafe: Artsy hangout in the heart of Argyle St for a pistachio mint latte or Vietnamese iced coffee at big shared tables. 9am-6pm


BEST OUTDOOR MARKETS

Argyle Night Market

Asian-style street bazaar with food and cultural performances; held Thursday evenings in July and August.

Andersonville Farmers Market

Local favorite for produce, honey, eggs, cheese and flowers; held Wednesday afternoons mid-May to mid-October.

Edgewater Farmers Market

Everything from Hawaiian ice to Jamaican cookies, plus cooking demonstrations; held Monday afternoons June through September.

Andersonville Vintage Market

Thirty vendors sell antiques, old clothes and retro home decor; held monthly on Sundays June through September.

Uptown Farmers Market

Organized by a local food cooperative, with produce, baked goods and home goods; held Wednesday afternoons May through October.



Detour to Rogers Park & Devon Ave

The unique neighborhood next door

Rogers Park is the diverse neighborhood that abuts Edgewater to the north. It’s home to Loyola University, so a lot of students live in the area, giving it a young, international feel. The Red Line train provides easy access.

Offbeat attractions make a trip here worthwhile. One is the Leather Archives & Museum, which has been educating the public on kink and fetish lifestyles for more than a quarter century. Magic fans will want to drop by Malliway Bros Magic & Witchcraft, where knowledgable staff help you search through shelves of mandrake root and goose feathers, boar tails and horse skulls. After you get your charm or spell book, see what’s on nearby at the Rhapsody Theater, a vintage venue that hosts magic shows. Mind reading, card tricks and illusions by the Physician Magician are on tap most nights.

Devon Ave, known as Chicago’s ‘International Marketplace,’ is another highlight. Indian, Pakistani, Cuban, Croatian, Israeli – you name the global culture and someone from the group has set up a shop or eatery along this street. As you head west, Indian and Pakistani places predominate, with stores selling saris, jangly bangles, cheap electronics and mangoes mingling with restaurants offering curries and grilled meats. South Indian vegetarian spot Udupi Palace serves toasty, kite-sized dosas (crepes made with rice and lentil flour) stuffed with vegetables and spices. Sabri Nihari earns praise for its spicy ‘frontier’ chicken, grilled with tomatoes, peppers and onions. Or amble along the street and take your pick: there are some 30 restaurants in a half-mile span.
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Eating in Andersonville, Uptown & Edgewater: Budget Eats

Middle East Bakery & Grocery: Hybrid market and cafe for eggplant dip, creamy hummus and falafel. 9.30am-8pm Mon-Sat, 11am-6pm Sun $

Dollop Diner: Modern take on a retro diner that uses locally sourced ingredients for pancakes, omelets and fat sandwiches. 8am-3pm $

Taste of Lebanon: Cheap and cheerful counter-serve joint serving some of Chicago’s best Middle Eastern fare. 11am-5pm Mon-Fri, to 4pm Sat $

Lucy’s: Well-loved chicken sandwiches, burgers and fried pickles amid bright, psychedelic decor. 11am-9pm Tue-Thu & Sun, to 10pm Fri & Sat $


HILLBILLY HEAVEN

In the 1950s and ’60s, Uptown was home to a large number of migrants from Appalachia. They came after WWII when manufacturing industries boomed in Midwestern cities like Chicago. At the time, immigration from other countries had slowed, so factories needed a new supply of cheap labor. Uptown had plentiful jobs of this type, plus a large stock of low-priced apartments and residential hotels. It was the main port of arrival, with enough honky-tonk bars and Southern accents on the streets that it became known as ‘hillbilly heaven’. By the 1970s the jobs disappeared, and the neighborhood hit hard times. Most of the Southerners left, and little remains of their time here.



Eating in Andersonville, Uptown & Edgewater: Global Fare

Fiya: Beautiful room for creative takes on Middle Eastern dishes and Israeli-inspired drinks. 4-8.30pm Mon-Thu, 11am-9.30pm Fri-Sun $$$

Demera: A local favorite serving traditional Ethiopian food, coffee and honey wine. 4-9pm Mon-Wed, 11.30am-9pm Thu & Sun, to 10pm Fri & Sat $$

Kie-Gol-Lanee: The chefs use Oaxacan family recipes for pork tamales, mole-sauced Cornish hen and other exceptional dishes. hours vary $$$

Jin Ju: A stylish clientele digs into contemporary Korean dishes in the minimalist candlelit interior. 5-9pm Tue-Thu & Sun, to 10pm Fri & Sat $$





Lincoln Square & Ravenswood
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EUROPEAN-TINGED AREA FOR BEERS AND FESTIVALS

Lincoln Square is an old German enclave that has blossomed into a stylish eating, drinking and shopping destination. Ravenswood is mostly residential, except for a corridor of bygone factories that have morphed into modern breweries.
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Resi’s Bierstube | D Guest Smith/Alamy Stock Photo ©

Both neighborhoods are much more local than touristy. Lincoln Square exudes a charm that wouldn’t be out of place in a traditional European city, all flower boxes and brick-paved sidewalks. The neighborhood’s heart beats along Lincoln Ave, particularly between Leland and Lawrence Aves. Gateway arches welcome you into this pedestrian-friendly core, where cute shops and cafes pop up one after the other. A small public square, known as Giddings Plaza, hosts concerts and holiday entertainment. And in summer and fall, the tight-knit community puts on all kinds of beery festivals here, including a big Oktoberfest that harks back to its roots as a German immigrant hub.

Lincoln Square is perfect for an afternoon or evening of hanging out. Have dinner in a cozy modern eatery. Knock back a beer and bratwurst in one of the lingering German bars. Or join folks drinking wine and soaking up the sun on a sidewalk patio.

Ravenswood sits next door. Its main road is Ravenswood Ave, which splits along both sides of the train track that was its lifeblood a century ago. Back then, the boxy brick factories that sprung up beside the track made xylophones, bells and sewing machine needles. Today they hold art studios, architectural firms and other small businesses, but they’re mostly known as the home of several breweries. Seven, to be exact, plus a distillery, that line up in a walkable, 2-mile path. The stretch has become known as Malt Row, and drinkers from all over the city come to raise a glass.

The neighborhoods have no big-ticket sights and are about a half-hour train ride from downtown Chicago, which keeps them lightly visited compared to other destinations.
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Don’t Miss…

TASTE OF GERMANY

Sample Lincoln Square’s cultural roots through sausages, schnitzels and steins of beer.

MALT ROW

A slew of breweries in Ravenswood’s old factory corridor make for a walkable sip-fest.

COZY DINNERS

Lots of approachable, homey restaurants serving award-winning food.

OLD TOWN SCHOOL OF FOLK MUSIC

Intimate folk and world-music concerts, plus do-it-yourself guitar, banjo and fiddle classes.

FESTIVALS

Oktoberfest, Apple Fest, music fests and beer fests fill the calendar in summer and fall.

ROSEHILL CEMETERY

Chicago’s largest cemetery, known for its castle-like entrance and Civil War graves.




TOP TIP

Check the Lincoln Square Ravenswood Chamber of Commerce website (lincolnsquare.org) for the ‘local events’ calendar that scrolls on the homepage. It lists daily restaurant specials, concerts, book clubs, happy hour offers and more. It’s a great way to find out what will be going on the day you visit.
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SIGHTS

1Ainslie Arts Plaza

2CTA Plaza

3DANK Haus German American Cultural Center

4Giddings Plaza

5Lincoln Statue

6Rosehill Cemetery

7Welles Park

ACTIVITIES & COURSES

8Bunny Ears Art House

9Chicago Glass Collective

10Chicago Printmakers Collaborative

11Chopping Block

12Lillstreet Art Center

13Lincoln Square Pottery Studio

EATING

14016 Restaurant

15Alexander’s Restaurant

16Aroy Thai

17Atelier

18Bagel Miller

19Bistro Campagne

20Boonie’s Filipino Restaurant

21Farm Bar Ravenswood

22First Slice Pie Cafe

23Gather

24Geraldine’s

25Jibek Jolu

26Lutz Cafe & Pastry Shop

27Nhu Lan Bakery

28Sideshow Gelato

29Spacca Napoli

30Sweet Moon Bakery

31Warbler

DRINKING

32Apero

33Begyle Brewing

34Carola’s Hansa Clipper

35Cultivate by Forbidden Root

36Demo Brewing Company

37Dovetail Brewing

38Globe Pub

39Half Acre Beer Co

40Hop Butcher for the World

41Koval Distillery

42Resi’s Bierstube

43Ricochet’s Tavern

44Spiteful Brewing

45Victor Bar

ENTERTAINMENT

46Cornservatory Theatre

47Davis Theater

48Old Town School of Folk Music

49Ravenswood ArtWalk

50Ravenswood on Tap

51Square Roots

SHOPPING

52Bon Femmes

53Book Cellar

54Eco Flamingo

55Gene’s Sausage Shop

56Laurie’s Planet of Sound

57Merz Apothecary

58Raw Edge

59Timeless Toys




Gene’s Sausage Shop

Meats inside, beer garden outside

As if the hanging sausages, ripe cheeses and flaky pastries lining the shelves at this European market weren’t enough, Gene’s also rocks a rooftop beer garden on summer weekends. Sit at communal picnic tables and munch hot-off-the-grill bratwursts while sipping worldly brews from the tap. It’s a huge neighborhood hangout, where folks of all ages gather to while away the afternoon. The rest of the year they crowd the shop for smoked meats and continental treats.

German-American Oktoberfest

Beer, brats & Ferris Bueller

Break out the lederhosen and grab a seat in the beer tent at this three-day party in early September. A little slice of Munich takes over the streets of Lincoln Square, complete with pretzels, bratwursts, oompah bands and steins of suds. Several German-American groups come together to put on the free shindig, so it’s pretty authentic. The highlight is the big parade – aka the Steuben Parade – the same one in which Ferris Bueller sang ‘Danke Schoen’ in the famed film (back then, it took place downtown, but now it marches through Lincoln Square).
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Old Town School of Folk Music

Listen to music or join in

You can hear the call of the banjos from the street outside this venerable institution, where major national and international acts such as Richard Thompson and Joan Baez play when they come to town. Old Town also hosts superb world-music shows, including every Wednesday at 8pm when they’re free (or a $10 donation).

Do-it-yourselfers can take guitar, banjo, fiddle and other musical classes during eight-week sessions. If you have limited time, check the schedule for one- to two-hour workshops – you’ll come away with new skills in Afro-Cuban drumming, songwriting, tap dancing and more. Or join one of the free community jams that let loose on weekday evenings or weekends at lunchtime. Beginners are welcome.
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Merz Apothecary

Old-world remedies

Merz is a true turn-of-the-century European apothecary. Swiss pharmacist Peter Merz opened the business in 1875 (though in a different building initially). Walk in and you’ll see leaded glass windows, tin ceilings and thick oak cabinets. Antique pharmacy jars contain herbs, homeopathic remedies and vitamins, and the shelves are stacked high with skin care, personal care, bath and aromatherapy products from around the world. Lavender toothpaste, calendula ointment, cypress tree soap – you’ll find it here. The building next door holds Merz’s higher-end wares.
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Half Acre Beer Company

Lively hangout for beer devotees

Half Acre is a destination brewery, where beer lovers come to try everything from passion-fruit ales to milk sugar IPAs and chocolate raspberry imperial stouts. The company was a leader of Chicago’s craft brewing movement some 20 years ago, launching with the deliciously hoppy Daisy Cutter Pale Ale. It earned a cult following that led to today’s happening scene, on display to best advantage in the music-blasting, picnic-table-dotted summer beer garden (the entrance is in back by the parking lot). International pub grub dishes like fish and chips and Korean-style fried chicken help soak up the booze.

Rosehill Cemetery

Wild monuments and Civil War History

The entrance gate to Chicago’s largest cemetery is worth the trip alone. Designed by William Boyington (the architect who created the Water Tower on Michigan Ave), the entry looks like a cross between high Gothic and low Disney. Inside you’ll see the graves of several Chicago bigwigs, from local mayors and a US vice president to meat-man Oscar Mayer.

Rosehill is also a big draw for Civil War buffs as it contains the graves of 14 Union generals and hundreds of soldiers, including members of the unit that fired the first shots at Gettysburg. Watch for eerie monuments, such as a postal train and a huge carved boulder from a Civil War battlefield in Georgia.
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LINCOLN STATUE

Lincoln Square was named in honor of President Abraham Lincoln, as was Lincoln Ave, the main road in the area. In 1956, neighborhood boosters decided to erect a statue of Lincoln to make it official, and held a contest to find the best design. The winner was based on an 1860 photograph of Lincoln shortly before he became president, in which he is notably beardless. (He started growing a beard soon after the photo was taken, and kept it for the rest of his life.) Avard Fairbanks, a protégé of Gutzon Borglum, who created Mt Rushmore, sculpted the clean-shaven monument, which now stands at the northeast corner of Lawrence and Western Aves.



MORE IN LINCOLN SQUARE & RAVENSWOOD

A Taste of Germany

Experience Lincoln Square’s cultural roots

Lincoln Square’s German origins date back to the mid-1800s, when immigrants arrived to farm the land. While the neighborhood has gentrified in the last 20 years, bits of European culture remain, prime for an afternoon or evening of beer and sausages.

After you’ve checked out the piece of the Berlin Wall that’s displayed inside the Western Brown Line train station, the 3000-sq-ft mural of German landscapes that covers the building next door and the towering blue-and-white-striped maypole next to the mural (both visible at the corner of Leland and Lincoln Aves), you’re ready to bite into a bratwurst. And for that, Gene’s Sausage Shop awaits. The European goods emporium specializes in encased meats, so see what’s cooking at the deli. On summer weekends, Gene’s opens its rooftop beer garden, a festive neighborhood hangout that brims with families and friends hoisting brews.

Nearby Carola’s Hansa Clipper is among the classic German bars that remain. It’s worn around the edges, but Bavarian-cozy with its beamed ceiling, twinkling lights, wood-paneled walls and steins of Hofbräu lager. Lutz Cafe & Pastry Shop opened in 1948 and has been serving marzipan slices, Sachertorte and strawberry whipped cream cake to generations of families ever since. Slightly further flung is stalwart Resi’s Bierstube, which adds schnitzels, sauerkraut, potato pancakes and an outdoor patio to the mix.

Back by the train station, the DANK Haus German American Cultural Center offers German language classes, strudel cooking classes and art exhibitions. The third Friday of each month is a stammtisch, aka a community open house where everyone is welcome for beers and music.

June’s Maifest and September’s Oktoberfest are uber fun and bring a huge influx of visitors for beery, German-themed festivities.
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Eating in Lincoln Square & Ravenswood: Global Delights

016 Restaurant: Friendly Serbian sandwich shop on one side, Serbian bar-restaurant on the other. 10am-10pm Wed-Sun $$

Jibek Jolu: Kyrgyzstani dumplings, kebabs, noodles and plov (rice mounded with roasted lamb). noon-8pm Mon, Tue & Thu, to 9pm Fri-Sun $$

Aroy Thai: Modest eatery cooking Issan sausages, tamarind-based pork rib soup and other spicy, authentic Thai dishes. 11.30am-9pm Wed-Mon $

Nhu Lan Bakery: Great Vietnamese banh mi sandwiches on house-baked baguettes. 5am-5pm Mon & Wed-Fri, 8.30am-7pm Sat & Sun $


TOP SHOPS

Book Cellar

Beloved independent bookshop with a wine-pouring cafe, author readings and book clubs galore.

Laurie’s Planet of Sound

Cool-cat record shop that offers loads of rock, pop and indie bins to dig through.

Bon Femmes

Everything in this blink-and-you’ll-miss-it shop is made and designed by women, with a focus on art and home decor.

Raw Edge

Small shop that sells paintings, prints, jewelry, clothing and cosmetics by up-and-coming local artists and designers.

Eco Flamingo

This zero-waste general store carries ethically sourced products in no packaging or 100% compostable packaging.



Malt Row Brewery Hop

Tour the line-up of taprooms

What happens when you have scads of old industrial buildings sitting vacant by the train tracks when Chicago’s brewery boom is taking off? They get filled with beer makers and Malt Row is born – a stretch of seven breweries and a distillery conveniently lined up along a 2-mile path. Try to visit Friday, Saturday or Sunday, when most open at noon (or wait until 4pm the rest of the week). Many conduct tours on Saturdays.

If you work your way from south to north, you’ll begin at Begyle Brewing, set in a 1930s-era, redbrick factory. Friends play cards at one table, an old guy chills with his dog next to them, while workmates discuss business nearby. The blond and wheat ales are the mainstays of the 13 beers on tap, but there are also some monster stouts and triple IPAs.

Walk north a block to Dovetail Brewing. No, your eyes are not deceiving you. It, too, is in a vintage redbrick plant, only this one pours smoky rauchbier, yolky-orange wheat beer and other European-style brews. Warm pretzels and German sausages make fine accompaniments. A block onward, Demo Brewing Company is a nano-brewery with an ever-rotating selection of pale ales, IPAs and Kölsch.

Hop Butcher for the World requires a half-mile detour to Lincoln Ave, but it’s worth it for the mouth-smashing IPAs, double IPAs and bold stouts. Local suds fanatics practically live in the exposed-brick and rustic-wood tap room. Back on Malt Row proper, Koval Distillery makes organic, small-batch whiskey and gin, along with ginger, coffee and chrysanthemum honey liqueurs. Settle into the chic tasting room or outdoor patio for cocktails.

Next, you come to Cultivate by Forbidden Root, a botanic brewery that uses herbs, spices, flowers and roots in its beers. Happy hour flights on weekdays are a good way to try the concoctions, like a pils brewed with iris and jasmine, along with elevated bar snacks. The cool industrial space invites lingering.

The final two breweries are side-by-side a mile onward. Spiteful Brewing pops up first, offering hard-hitting pale ales and IPAs in its dartboard-laden, rock-and-roll garage taproom. Beside it is Half Acre Beer Company, the largest beer maker of the group and a destination brewery for its hop-forward suds and lively beer garden.
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Eating in Lincoln Square & Ravenswood: Cute Cafes

First Slice Pie Cafe: Tasty soups, sandwiches and pies; proceeds help supply needy families with healthy meals. 10am-3pm Tue-Fri, to 4pm Sat & Sun $

Geraldine’s: Cozy spot to join the neighbors for a bacon cheddar scone, fried green tomato biscuit sandwich or challah French toast. 8am-5pm $

Sweet Moon Bakery: Homey cafe where the Kyrgyzstani chef serves honey cakes and omelets. 9am-8pm Mon & Wed-Fri, to 7pm Sat & Sun $

Bagel Miller: House-made bagels are the base for creative sandwiches using Montreal-style pastrami and grilled beef bologna. 8am-3pm Wed-Sun $


BEST PLAZAS

Several public spaces huddle around the Western Brown Line L station and host free community events. Check lincolnsquare.org for updates.

CTA Plaza

Has two farmers markets weekly from May to November: one on Tuesday mornings, the other Thursday evenings. Both brim with produce, doughnuts, éclairs and other baked goods. Artists and makers join the scene on Thursdays.

Giddings Plaza

Features jazz, folk and world music concerts on Thursday evenings in summer. They coincide with the farmers market, and many locals make a night of it.

Ainslie Arts Plaza

The color-splashed space hosts movie nights, musical performances and other events throughout the year.



Eating in Lincoln Square & Ravenswood: Comfort Foods

Alexander’s Restaurant: Family-owned Greek diner for choc-chip pancakes or skillets of eggs and potatoes. 6am-4pm Mon-Sat, from 7am Sun $

Spacca Napoli: Neighborhood favorite for Neapolitan-style pizza with delicate crust and shining flavors. 11.30am-9pm Tue-Sun $$

Warbler: Warm, bustling room and outdoor patio for burrata, squash ravioli and cocktails. noon-9pm Mon-Thu, 11.30am-10pm Fri & Sat, to 9pm Sun $$

Farm Bar Ravenswood: Farm-to-table burgers and goat’s cheese dumplings in modern digs. 5-9pm Mon-Thu, 4-10pm Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun $$


Festivals a Gogo

Party at the many shindigs

Spurred by a strong sense of community pride, Lincoln Square and Ravenswood put on several street festivals that draw revelers from all over Chicago and beyond. Come for an afternoon, but you’ll likely stay on into the evening, too.

Beer sloshes in steins and everyone dances around the maypole at Maifest, the first major event of the year, held in early June in Lincoln Square to celebrate the community’s German heritage. Next up is Square Roots, a three-day festival in mid-July with suds from local breweries and music stages curated by the Old Town School. Big-name bands typically are part of the lineup. It takes place on Lincoln Ave in the blocks around the school. The weekend after Square Roots, Ravenswood on Tap brings crowds to the street in front of Malt Row’s breweries for special tappings, live music by local bands, axe throwing and other hipster activities.

The biggest bash of the year is Oktoberfest in early September, when Lincoln Square fills with women in dirndls, men in lederhosen and oompah bands on stage. It’s followed by the Ravenswood ArtWalk in mid-September, with several blocks of open studios, galleries, food trucks and an art market with paintings, photography and crafts for sale. Apple Fest is a family favorite in early October. Folks pack into Lincoln Square to welcome autumn with apple pie, apple cider, apple donuts, apple beer and apple everything else.


BEST THEATERS

Davis Theater

The 1918 Davis screened silent films back in the day, but now shows first-run movies in renovated, art-deco surroundings. Beer and wine available.

American Blues Theater

This 40-year old company has a handsome new venue for its new and classic plays that ask the question: What does it mean to be American?

Cornservatory Theatre

Most of its productions are kitschy, inexpensive and feature improv or sketch comedy. There’s no bar, but you can bring your own alcohol.

Sideshow Gelato

Fire-eaters, sword-swallowers, magicians, musicians, jugglers and more perform on the stages inside this frozen treat shop.



Drinking in Lincoln Square & Ravenswood: Local Favorites

Globe Pub: This warm, dark-oak pub shows English soccer league and rugby games, and its taps flow with ales from the homeland. hours vary

Victor Bar: Snug, candlelit cocktail den to sip an old fashioned or marzipan sour and pretend you’re in Paris. 5pm-2am

Ricochet’s Tavern: Unpretentious, shot-and-a-beer bar that has been doing its dartboards-TVs-jukebox thing for 40-plus years. hours vary

Apero: European-style wine bar specializing in biodynamic and natural wines, many by the glass, plus a small menu of seasonal bites. hours vary


BEST DIY CLASSES

Lillstreet Art Center

Malt Row factory converted into studios with jewelry-making, book-making, drawing, painting, sewing and ceramics classes.

Chopping Block

Specialty foods and cookware shop that offers loads of cooking classes, from mastering knife skills to making deep-dish pizza.

Chicago Printmakers Collaborative

Skylit old building hosting workshops on etching, stone lithography, book arts and screen printing.

Lincoln Square Pottery Studio

Learn wheel-throwing and clay sculpting in two-hour workshops held on various weekends.

Chicago Glass Collective

Classes teach you to wield a blowtorch and use the kiln to make glass ornaments, beads, bowls and vases.



Get Cozy for Dinner

Great food meets homey ambiance

Step into a Lincoln Square restaurant come dinnertime, and there’s a good chance it’ll be one that serves elevated food in warm, low-key environs. The neighborhood has perfected the art.

Atelier grabs the most acclaim. The Michelin-starred, Beard Award–recognized space is intimate, with just a handful of rustic wood tables. Most have views into the kitchen, where Chef Christian Hunter prepares his multi-course tasting menu of New American dishes sourced from Midwest farms and infused with surprising global flavors. Think salty-sweet Japanese kelp on rutabaga, or fenugreek challah bread. Reserve ahead for the two-hour experience.

Good-value Boonie’s Filipino Restaurant has a similar warm-wood vibe and Beard Award accolades. Walk in and the smell of garlic greets you from its beloved silog rice plates topped with pork belly, Spam or shrimp in coconut milk sauce.

Gather is an easy one to settle into, kind of like being at your friend’s house in comfy chairs for a soul-pleasing meal of butternut squash soup, crispy Brussels sprouts, braised short rib and other comfort foods. Lots of wines by the glass and seasonal cocktails add to the pleasure.

The granddaddy of the lot is Bistro Campagne, which has honed the balance of fine yet unfussy dining over some 25 years. The stained-glass-filled favorite plates hearty French classics such as beef bourguignon, chocolate soufflé and mussels alongside robust wines. The outdoor patio under twinkling lights charms big time.

Kids’ Day Out

Art, magic, ice cream and toys

Plenty of families live in Lincoln Square and Ravenswood, so options abound to entertain young ones for an afternoon.

Bunny Ears Art House is a good place to begin. The play-based art studio offers classes and open studio time where kids explore their creativity. Budding Picassos mix colors, play with different materials and leave with their own work of art.

If the weather is warm, see what’s going on at River Park. The green space lies along the Chicago River and features a wildlife habitat (keep an eye out for blue herons) and splashy water playground. The showpiece is the River Lab at the boathouse, which ups the ante with paddling programs, fishing demonstrations and hands-on activities using the lab’s microscopes and fish tanks.

Timeless Toys charms with its array of high-quality, old-fashioned toys, many of which are made in Germany. Have fun playing with the bug magnifiers, microscopes, glitter balls and wooden spinning tops. A couple blocks away, the Warbler is a family favorite restaurant for burgers, mac ’n’ cheese and veggie flatbreads. Kids age nine and under eat for free during the weekday Supper Club.

For a treat, try nearby Sideshow Gelato. It scoops entertaining flavors like Nutella with marshmallow Peeps and mint chip with crickets (seriously). But the real draw is the shop’s magic performances. Kids’ shows take place on Saturday afternoons and involve a sword-swallower, a mind reader and an illusionist who pounds a nail into his head with a pie plate.
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Sideshow Gelato | Terrence Antonio James/Chicago Tribune/Tribune News Service/Getty Images ©

Pitch a Horseshoe

Learn how in Welles Park

You know the game: throw an arc-shaped chunk of iron at a stake in the ground 40ft away. But have you ever tried it? If not, the horseshoe pitch in Welles Park awaits. It’s the only public pitch in the city, and it dates back to 1930. A group of locals known as the Welles Park Horseshoe Pitching Club tends to the grounds. They typically meet up on Monday evenings to toss a few, sometimes with a food vendor adding to the scene. Newcomers are welcome. The 10 pits are at the corner of Montrose and Oakley Aves. The club posts its schedule on X (@shoozypits).


TRANSPORTATION LOWDOWN

Take the Brown Line L train to Western for central Lincoln Square and its cafes, shops, plazas and festivals. Take it to Irving Park, Montrose or Damen for Malt Row’s breweries and art studios.

Bus 50 runs along Damen Ave as far as Foster Ave, which is as close as you’ll get on public transportation to the breweries on Balmoral Ave.

Street parking in the heart of Lincoln Square can be tough to find; try Sunnyside Ave. There are parking lots near the Western L station and on Lincoln Ave (across the street from Bistro Campagne).

The main areas are quite walkable once you get off public transit or park.







Wicker Park, Bucktown & Ukrainian Village
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HISTORIC AREA INFUSED WITH ARTSY ENERGY

Once home to Central and Eastern European immigrants, these areas now pulse with indie rock clubs, scrappy art galleries and trendy restaurants, though vintage dive bars still linger.
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Wicker Park is the commercial heart. It’s flanked by slightly posher Bucktown and slightly shabbier Ukrainian Village, along with smaller neighbors East Village and Noble Square. Together they comprise the larger community of West Town.

To feel the area’s frisky, youthful vibe, wander Milwaukee Ave near Damen Ave on a Friday night. You’ll be in the thick of it, with booming bars, packed eateries and stages hosting alternative rock on one side of the street and underground author readings on the other. By Saturday morning the scene shifts to the dozens of cool vintage stores, in-the-know record shops and buzzing brunch spots.

Working-class Central and Eastern European immigrants arrived in the late 1800s to work in the factories and breweries that used to be prevalent here. Although signs of the community’s past are fading, there are traces of the immigrants who founded it, especially in the western reaches of Ukrainian Village. A stroll here takes you past Ukrainian-language notices in shop windows, Orthodox churches and proud taverns where immigrants have long quenched their thirst.

By the late 1980s and 1990s, the neighborhoods had fallen into neglect, which is when artists and musicians began moving in, attracted by the low-rent lofts and industrial spaces available. Wicker Park in particular became a cultural hub for creatives, setting the scene for today’s spirit.

Milwaukee, North and Damen Aves are the main veins through the neighborhoods. Division St, once a polka-bar-lined road known as the ‘Polish Broadway,’ is another hot spot, now filled with cafes and boutiques, though some lore-rich bars remain. Edgy Chicago Ave holds most of the art galleries. While the area offers few conventional sights, you could easily spend the day browsing shops and galleries, and the night eating, drinking and listening to live music.
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Don’t Miss…

MILWAUKEE AVE SHOPPING

Trawl for treasures in the abundant record stores and vintage shops.

606 TRAIL

Walk on the elevated path past hip bars, clackety L trains and locals’ backyards.

ROCK CLUBS

Go out and hear a great band any night of the week.

COOL ART

Chicago’s top gallery district is here, plus a huge span of street art.

SWEETS MAKERS

Numerous award-winning bakeries and ice-cream shops provide a sugar rush.

DIVE BARS

Take your pick of timeless watering holes with cheap drinks and lots of character(s).




TOP TIP

Traffic can be crazy at the intersection of Milwaukee, North and Damen Aves, the nerve center of Wicker Park. Cars, buses, bicycles and pedestrians crowd the six-way junction, especially on weekends. Pack your patience for congestion. And be careful when crossing the streets.
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SIGHTS

11709 W Chicago

2Chicago Truborn

3Holy Trinity Russian Orthodox Cathedral

4Intuit: Center for Intuitive & Outsider Art

5Maier Mural

6Monique Meloche Gallery

7Nelson Algren’s House

8Patron

9Polish Museum of America

2Rhona Hoffman Gallery (see 1)

10St Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral

11Sts Volodymyr & Olha Church

12Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art

13Ukrainian National Museum

SLEEPING

14Hyatt Place Wicker Park

15Wicker Park Inn

EATING

16Alliance Bakery

17Bari Foods

18Black Dog Gelato

19Boeufhaus

20Enoteca Roma

21Flo

22Handlebar

23Hoosier Mama Pie Company

24Kasama

25La Pasadita

26Lao Peng You

27Letizia’s Natural Bakery

28Liberation Kitchen

29Lilac Tiger

30Lost Larson

31Mott St

32Old Lviv

33Publican Quality Bread

34Rudy’s Ramen

35Schwa

36Small Cheval

37Takito Kitchen

38Tortello

39Tryzub Ukrainian Kitchen

40Uncle Mike’s Place

DRINKING

41Cauldron

42Chipp Inn

43Club Lucky

44District Brew Yards

45Forbidden Root

46Gold Star Bar

47Innertown Pub

48Le Midi

49Matchbox

50Ola’s Liquors

51Queen Mary

52Rainbo Club

53Royal Palms Shuffleboard Club

54Standing Passengers

ENTERTAINMENT

55Chicago Dramatists Theatre

56Chopin Theatre

57Dancing in the Streets

58Davenport’s Piano Bar & Cabaret

59Den Theatre

60Do Division

61Empty Bottle

62Hideout

63Phyllis’ Musical Inn

64Titan Walls

65West Fest

SHOPPING

66Beadniks

67Bodega Vintage

68Dusty Groove

(see 61)Handmade Market

69Kokorokoko

70One Strange Bird

(see 58)Reckless Records

71Salvage One

72Shuga Records

73Transit Tees

74T-Shirt Deli

75Velvet Goldmine

76Volumes Bookcafe

77Wicker Park Secret Agent Supply Co




Polish Museum of America

Small but mighty cultural institution

If you don’t know Pulaski from a pierogi, this is the place to get the scoop on Polish culture. Founded in 1935, it’s one of the oldest ethnic museums in the country, and crammed with traditional Polish costumes, WWII artifacts, ship models and folk-art pieces, as well as rotating exhibits from Polish and Polish American artists. The curator can give you a personalized tour. It’s a fine opportunity to learn about the Poles who helped shape Chicago, which has one of the world’s largest Polish communities. (Casimir Pulaski, by the way, was a Polish hero in the American Revolution, known as the ‘father of the American cavalry,’ while a pierogi is a Polish dumpling.)

Holy Trinity Russian Orthodox Cathedral

Architectural eye-popper

This church looks like it was scooped straight out of the Russian countryside and deposited here. But famed Chicago architect Louis Sullivan actually designed the 1903 stunner and its octagonal dome, front bell tower and stucco and wood-framed exterior. Tsar Nicholas II helped fund the structure, which is now a city landmark. Cathedral staff give tours of the gilded interior on Saturdays once a month, or by appointment. Sunday morning services also are open to the public. Check holytrinitycathedral.net for the schedule.
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Holy Trinity Russian Orthodox Cathedral | fusion-of-horizons, Wikimedia/CC BY 2.0 ©
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SIGHTS

1Flat Iron Building

SLEEPING

2Robey

EATING

3Big Star

4Bloom Plant Based Kitchen

5Devil Dawgs

6Dimo’s Pizza

7Dove’s Luncheonette

8Mindy’s Bakery

9Piece

10Sultan’s Market

11Wicker Park Farmers Market

DRINKING

12Dorian’s

13La Colombe

14Violet Hour

15Wormhole Coffee

ENTERTAINMENT

16Subterranean

17Wicker Park Fest

SHOPPING

18John Fluevog Shoes

19Myopic Books

20Quimby’s

21Ragstock

22Round Two

23store B vintage

24Una Mae’s
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ACTIVITIES

1606 trail

SLEEPING

2Ray’s Bucktown B&B

EATING

3Ava’s Italian Ice

4Irazu

5Le Bouchon

6Margie’s Candies

DRINKING

7Bucktown Pub

8Chef’s Special Cocktail Bar

9Ipsento

10Lemmings

11Lottie’s Pub

12Map Room

13Thrd Coffee

ENTERTAINMENT

14Trap Door Theatre

SHOPPING

15Challengers Comics + Conversation

16Graveface Records and Curiosities

17Moth

18Uprise

19Virtu



Intuit: The Center for Intuitive & Outsider Art

Behold the works of traditionally neglected artists

Exquisite paintings, sculptures with found objects and vivid pen and ink drawings comprise this small museum’s collection by self-taught artists. Most have faced societal, economic or geographic barriers to a traditional path of art-making, hence the term ‘outsider’ art. The most fascinating exhibit is the recreation of famed local Henry Darger’s cluttered studio apartment, complete with balls of twine, teetering stacks of old magazines, an ancient typewriter and a Victrola phonograph. Darger was a recluse who created a prolific amount, including a 15,145-page, watercolor-illustrated novel. The museum’s recent renovation expanded the gallery space.
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BEST FUN DESIGNS

Transit Tees

Locally made, Chicago-themed T-shirts, posters, mugs, street signs – souvenirs with style.

Uprise

The city’s top spot for skateboarders to pick up rad T-shirts, trendy kicks, gear and tips on the local scene.

T-Shirt Deli

Choose a retro design, staff iron it on a T-shirt, then wrap it in butcher paper and serve it to you with potato chips.

John Fluevog Shoes

Bold and colorful shoes by the eccentric Canadian designer fill this spacious haven for fans of funky footwear.

Moth

Stocks beautiful, hard-to-find art, clothing, textiles and artisan housewares from Scandinavia, Finland and Japan.



MORE IN WICKER PARK, BUCKTOWN & UKRAINIAN VILLAGE

Record Roundup

Places to get your vinyl on

Record store culture thrives in Wicker Park. Which makes sense, since this is the neighborhood that set the scene for High Fidelity (2000), the classic film on the record-store lifestyle. An afternoon spent crate digging here will not disappoint.

To hit up the shops in an orderly fashion, start with Dusty Groove. Old-school soul, Latin beats, bass-stabbing hip-hop, every flavor of jazz – if it’s funky, Dusty Groove stocks it on its tidy shelves. Be sure to check out the bargain basement, with boxes full of $1 records. Pop into Shuga Records next. The smallish shop carries a more curated selection, with lots of soul, funk, film soundtracks and music from local bands. Baseball cards, T-shirts and free stickers are in the mix, too. A few blocks onward, Reckless Records is the biggest store of all, known for its indie rock bona fides. There’s plenty of elbow room in the sprawling space, which makes for happy hunting through the new and used bins. The shop plays great music over the speakers, and posts flyers of what bands are thrashing where in the local club scene.

To stick with the theme while feeding your face, head to Dove’s Luncheonette. Sit at the retro counter for Tex-Mex plates of pork-shoulder pozole and buttermilk fried chicken, as soul music spins on the record player and tequila flows from the 70 bottles rattling behind the bar. If it’s after 6pm, seek out Dorian’s, an intimate cocktail bar with live jazz and funk bands and DJ sets. The venue hides behind a tiny record shop that you walk through first.

Graveface Records & Curiosities is the final spot to hit. The ‘records’ part offers a compact collection of rock, punk, shoegaze and metal albums. The ‘curiosities’ part is the museum in back with exhibits on serial killers and sideshow culture, including drawings by Charles Manson, paintings by John Wayne Gacy and a taxidermic baby goat with six legs. There’s a small fee for the museum, but it includes a guided tour, as well as time to play the horror-themed pinball machines (Funhouse!) in the basement.

Eating in the Neighborhood: Great Patios

Handlebar: Bike-messenger hangout with veg and fish dishes, plus a great back patio for beers. 10am-midnight Mon-Fri, from 9am Sat & Sun $

Big Star: Former gas station that’s now a taco- and whiskey-serving honky tonk with a buzzing patio. 11.30am-10pm Sun-Fri, 11am-11pm Sat $

Enoteca Roma: Family-run, rustic Italian spot for handmade pasta on the starry back patio. 4-9.30pm Wed & Thu, to 10.30pm Fri & Sat, to 9pm Sun $$

Lost Larson: Head into this bakery for plump cinnamon rolls and Danish poppy seed pastries, then enjoy them at the sidewalk tables. 7am-2pm Wed-Sun $



WICKER PARK’S BEER BARONS
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In the late 1800s many successful immigrant brewers moved to Wicker Park, where they could buy large lots at a good price. Their mansions on Hoyne Ave became known as Beer Barons Row.

But let’s back up and start at 1 Wicker Park, the green space that lent the neighborhood its title. It’s named after brothers Charles and Joel Wicker, real estate developers who bought the land in the 1870s. Today the patch sports ornamental gardens, softball fields and a popular dog park.

Head west on Schiller St to Hoyne Ave. Turn north and stop at 2 1407 N Hoyne Ave, an enormous residence built by beer merchant John Raap. He was murdered at one of his warehouses; his wife stayed on in the home and eventually went insane. The house across the street at 3 1406 N Hoyne belonged to William Hale Thompson, the last Republican mayor of Chicago, back in the 1920s. Onward at 4 1558 N Hoyne, admire the cannon in the yard of Hermann Plautz, another beer magnate.

Turn east on North Ave and you’ll come to the art deco 5 Northwest Tower, aka the Coyote Building, so named because its pointed spire looks like the snout of a howling coyote. It now houses the trendy Robey hotel. Across the intersection, the 6 Flat Iron Building was built in 1918 and converted into an artist community in the 1960s. It still holds several studios.

Continue on North Ave to 7 1921 W North, where Al Capone’s crony Patsy Lolordo was gunned down January 8, 1929, which led to the notorious St Valentine’s Day Massacre. Next door is 8 Piece, an excellent microbrewery and the perfect way to end your beery jaunt.




MAIER MURAL

Near the 606, if you wonder about the mural at 1651 W North Ave – the one splashed across a house that shows a woman holding a camera – it depicts reclusive street photographer Vivian Maier. Starting in 1956, she worked as a nanny in Chicago, often taking her Rolleiflex camera with her and photographing locals and streetscapes around the city. She never shared her pictures, and they remained undiscovered until after her death in 2009. Today, her perceptive photos of people rich and poor, working and playing, are in renowned galleries around the world. The Chicago History Museum has a fine collection. For more about the mysterious nanny, see the Oscar-nominated documentary Finding Vivian Maier (2013).



Hop on the 606

Stroll on high via this elevated trail

The 606 – named for the zip code prefix Chicagoans share – is an urban-cool elevated path along an old train track now dotted with trees, flowers, benches and artworks. It’s great for a morning or afternoon escape, though it can get crowded on weekends.

The trail unfurls for 2.7 miles parallel to Bloomingdale Ave (which is why it’s sometimes called the Bloomingdale Trail). Ascend, and you’ll join runners, cyclists, stroller-pushing families and hand-holding couples mixing it up along the way. The above-street-level vantage point offers a fascinating view of factories, clattering L trains and locals’ backyard affairs – aka neighborhood life.

The trail’s eastern end is on Ashland Ave (in Walsh Park), and its western end is on Ridgeway Ave (in Logan Square/Humboldt Park). Access points pop up every quarter mile, so it’s easy to get on or off the path. Several bars and restaurants beckon at ground level. Lemmings, off the Damen Ave exit, is first up if you’re coming from the east. The old-school tavern brims with locals hanging out, and there’s a free pool table and mini library of used books to read. The next exit at Milwaukee/Leavitt Aves has bountiful options, including Ipsento, an indie coffee house; Small Cheval, a festive little shack serving up burgers, fries, milkshakes and beers; and Royal Palms Shuffleboard Club, with a sweet rooftop deck for cocktails and playing a game or two. Onward off the Western exit is Ava’s Italian Ice for a cool treat made with organic fruit.

For those wanting to cycle, convenient Divvy bike-share stations are on Ashland Ave by the trail’s eastern end, and on Milwaukee Ave near Small Cheval.
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MORE 606 ACTION

The elevated trail continues from Bucktown/Wicker Park into Logan Square/Humboldt Park, offering a further stretch for meandering and glimpses into local life on Chicago’s northwest side.



Vintage Shopping on Milwaukee Ave

Stock up on stylish wares

The half-mile stretch of Milwaukee Ave between Ashland and Damen Aves is jam packed with vintage and thrift stores. Arrive early in the afternoon Wednesday through Saturday to hit them when they’re all open.

If you start near Ashland Ave, Bodega Vintage is first up. It’s a collective where different vendors set up shop for a few weeks with their patterned blazers, faux fur coats and leopard-print hats, and then rotate out as new vendors take their place. The result is an ever-churning mash-up of styles. At neighborhood favorite Kokorokoko, Boy George posters and New Kids on the Block trading cards add to the 1980s and ’90s fun, which includes racks of women’s and men’s clothing from the era. Ragstock is part of a Midwest chain of stores. The one here is huge, stocking everything from bell bottoms to military shirts and wedding dresses; bargains on clearance items await in the basement. store B vintage skews higher end with its well-curated spread of leather gloves, crystal goblets, gold clutch handbags and more. Across the street, Round Two specializes in vintage sneakers and streetwear, while nearby Una Mae’s may be the best of all, a fine spot to browse for a pillbox hat or a classic houndstooth-check jacket. Along with vintage wares, it has a collection of new, cool designer duds and accessories for both men and women.

Edgy Art in West Town

Where emerging artists strut their stuff

West Town has become Chicago’s most exciting art district. As galleries got priced out of the gentrified West Loop next door, they migrated here to the slightly grungy pocket between Hubbard St and Chicago Ave. The best time to catch the scene is in the afternoon Tuesday through Saturday.

But before seeing the indoor galleries, visit an outdoor one. The Hubbard Street Murals, also known as the B_Line, are a mile-long span on the walls of Hubbard St’s train tracks. Poems, superheroes, Roy Lichtenstein–like comics, Chicago history makers – the whimsical paintings line up one after the other. The majority are between Peoria St and Ogden Ave. There’s a break before they pick up again at Ashland Ave by District Brew Yards. The latter (in addition to serving good beer) serves as the hub for Titan Walls, a five-day mural festival in August that brings international artists to paint the town.

Monique Meloche Gallery is nearby. Meloche has an eye for emerging artists of color, such as Amy Sherald, who painted Michelle Obama’s official portrait. From here make your way to Chicago Ave, which holds the mother lode of galleries. They start popping up a few blocks east of Ashland Ave and continue for the next half-mile or so heading west. A stroll in this direction brings you to Patron, a sparse space that shows contemporary painting, photography and sculpture from under-the-radar international artists. A block onward, Rhona Hoffman Gallery has been around for ages and specializes in contemporary art, especially socio-political works. The building next door, 1709 W Chicago, holds multiple galleries on its 2nd floor: Document exhibits photography, film and media-based works; Western Exhibitions shows terrific outsider art, works on paper and LGBTIQ+ feminist artists; Volume focuses on material-driven practices, so works might incorporate fabric, rope or even a can of tuna; contemporary P•L•HK spans the gamut of media. In the same block, welcoming Chicago Truborn focuses on street, graffiti and pop art, with lots of affordable pieces. The cool exhibitions change every five weeks or so.

For more galleries and details on West Town First Fridays, when the venues stay open late, check westtownchamber.org.


BEST ANTIQUE & CRAFT SHOPS

Virtu

Wonderful handmade objects, many from women artisans: textiles and clothing, ceramics and housewares, jewelry, stationery and more.

Beadniks

African trade beads, Thai silver-dipped beads, bright stone beads, ceramic beads, glass beads; staff will help you string them.

Salvage One

This enormous warehouse of reclaimed architectural bits and pieces invites wild exploration; it doubles as an event space.

One Strange Bird

Unique jewelry, baby clothes, books, games and Chicago-themed gifts, plus DIY classes like terrarium-making while tequila-tasting.

Velvet Goldmine

It is indeed a goldmine, brimming with affordable midcentury homewares that get restocked every week.



Eating in the Neighborhood: Budget Winners

Devil Dawgs: Mural-clad space for Chicago-style hot dogs and other iterations, including a vegan version. 11am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat $

Sultan’s Market: Middle Eastern favorite for falafel sandwiches, spinach pies, and chicken and lamb shawarma. 10am-10pm Mon-Sat, to 9pm Sun $

La Pasadita: Fat tacos and behemoth burritos with mouthwateringly good carne asada. 10am-1am Sun-Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat $

Dimo’s Pizza: Late-night standby serving thin-crust slices with standard or inventive toppings. 11am-1am Sun-Wed, to 2am Thu, to 3am Fri, to 4am Sat $


BEST EVENTS

Soup & Bread

Hobnobbing dinners at the Hideout with foodies, musicians and artists to raise money for food pantries; held monthly on winter Wednesdays.

Wicker Park Farmers Market

Local favorite for produce, honey, bagels, cheese and spices; held Sunday mornings May through October.

Handmade Market

Local arts and crafts vendors set up at the Empty Bottle the second Saturday of the month October through April.

West Town First Fridays

West Town’s myriad galleries stay open late the first Friday evening of each month.

Flat Iron First Fridays

Artists in the Flat Iron Building open their studios the first Friday evening of each month.



Eating in the Neighborhood: Friendly Favorites

Rudy’s Ramen: Rudy’s offers a simple menu of seven rich ramen options, including a miso-based vegetarian one. hours vary $$

Irazu: Chicago’s lone Costa Rican eatery whips up peppery tacos, empanadas and burritos in beachy digs. 11am-9pm Wed-Sat $$

Piece: Spacious micro-brewery well known for its flour-dusted, thin-crust pizzas that pair nicely with the award-winning beers. 11am-10pm $$

Flo: The Southwestern-bent dishes, cozy atmosphere and jovial staff draw hordes of neighborhood hipsters for breakfast. hours vary $$

An Afternoon in Ukrainian Village

Get a taste of Eastern Europe

Chicago has one of the highest populations of Ukrainians in the USA, and many of them live in Ukrainian Village, the area bounded by Division, Damen, Chicago and Western Aves. Successive waves of immigrants – in the late 1800s, after the two world wars and after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022 – have made the area into a little slice of home with Ukrainian churches, banks, cafes, shops and blue-and-yellow flags fluttering everywhere.

The Ukrainian National Museum tells the history and culture backstory. The small venue exhibits intricately decorated eggshells (known as pysanky), traditional costumes, Cossack weaponry and political artifacts. Across the street, the five domes of Sts Volodymyr & Olha Church rise up in eye-catching gold. The mosaic above the entrance shows Grand Duke Vladimir of Kyiv’s conversion to Christianity in 988 CE. A block away, the Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art makes for a fine (and free) browse. One room displays a permanent collection of paintings by Ukrainian artists, while the other room hosts provocative temporary exhibits. From here look above the treetops for the 13 green domes of St Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral. Built in 1913, it was modeled after the famous Cathedral of St Sophia in Kyiv.

A proper cultural immersion requires Ukrainian food, and for that head to Old Lviv, which offers dumplings, stuffed cabbage, pork cutlets, borscht and more native specialties buffet-style in a woodsy, mountain-lodge-like room. Tryzub Ukrainian Kitchen puts a modern spin on traditional dishes and adds craft cocktails and herb-infused spirits to the mix. The restaurants are on Chicago Ave, which is the neighborhood’s main thoroughfare. Note many Ukrainian Village businesses are closed on Monday and Tuesday.
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BEST STREETS TO MEANDER

Milwaukee Ave

Vintage shops, bookstores and record shops are the stock in trade, though plenty of restaurants mix in as well.

Division St

Copious sidewalk seating spills out of hip bistros and cafes, while some early-days dive bars linger too.

Western Ave

It spans the gamut: ice-cream shops, rock clubs, coffee bars, tattoo shops and pricey restaurants.

Chicago Ave

Emerging art galleries at the eastern end give way to Ukrainian restaurants and shops moving west.

Damen Ave

Trendy European and American brands have shops here, alongside cannabis dispensaries and upscale fashion boutiques.



Eating in the Neighborhood: West Town Favorites

Lao Peng You: Popular no-reservations storefront for terrific Chinese noodle dishes and dumplings. BYO. 11am-9pm Thu-Sun $$

Uncle Mike’s Place: Join construction workers, artsy locals and senior citizens chowing rice porridge at this fab Filipino breakfast diner. 6am-2pm $$

Liberation Kitchen: Small vegan cafe attached to mock-meat makers Upton’s Naturals. 11.30am-7pm Wed-Fri, 9am-6pm Sat & Sun $

Bari Foods: Carry out delicious sandwiches from this Italian grocery and butcher shop. 8am-6pm Mon-Sat, to 2pm Sun $


BEST BOOKS & MUSIC

Wicker Park plays a starring role in each of the following:

Exile in Guyville

(Liz Phair; 1993) Mega-selling indie rock album about sex, love and insecurity; cover shot taken in the Rainbo Club’s photo booth.

Wellness

(Nathan Hill; 2023) Novel about a marriage during the neighborhood’s 1990s art scene, with locations including Quimby’s and Empty Bottle.

Everything Must Go

(Kevin Coval; 2019) Illustrated collection of poems that looks at the 1990s scene and how gentrification reshaped the neighborhood.

Night Moves

(Jessica Hopper; 2018) Memoir about the music scene and changing neighborhood in the early 2000s.



Rock ‘n Roll Night Out

Go-to clubs for cool bands

The area may not be the indie rock hot spot it was in the 1990s, but it still has several clubs where you’ll hear a surprisingly great, under-the-radar band on any given night. The scruffy Empty Bottle reigns supreme, as it has for more than three decades, with nightly rock, punk and psych-pop noise-makers. Monday’s show is often a freebie by up-and-comers. There’s good graffiti-reading in the bathrooms and a pizza joint attached next door for fat, Sicilian-style slices to soak up the Bottle’s cheap beer.

The Hideout – which does indeed hide on a street of industrial buildings – feels like your grandma’s basement, but with alt-country and indie-pop bands twanging. The owners have nursed an outsider, underground vibe, and it shows in the peculiar acts that hop up on the small stage under twinkling fairy lights.

A trendy crowd comes to Subterranean for indie rock, funk and hip-hop bands in the main room upstairs, and DJ dance parties and hip-hop open-mic nights in the lounge downstairs. Meanwhile, Phyllis’ Musical Inn is about as untrendy as it gets, which is exactly its charm. The former Polish polka bar features live performances nightly – scrappy rockers, 10-piece big bands, jazz trios, marching bands in bunny costumes. It’s hit-or-miss for quality, but you’ve got to applaud Phyllis’ for taking a chance. And for providing cheap beers and shots.

Then there’s the neon-lit Rainbo Club. You might see a band here, but they’ll probably be sitting in one of the red leather booths nursing Miller High Lifes. The boxy, dark-wood 1930s dive bar is where bands and artsy types hang out. At least during the week; the crowd gets a bit trendier on weekends.
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Drinking in the neighborhood: Cool Vibes

Map Room: Globes and world flags decorate this ‘travelers’ tavern where artsy types sip coffee by day and beer by night. hours vary

Forbidden Root: Micro-brewery that uses roots, spices, fruit and flowers to make eclectic ‘botanical’ beers. noon-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, to 9pm Sun

Le Midi: Convivial wine bar and shop that pours reds, whites and sparkling alongside cheeses and snacks. noon-10pm Tue-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, to 7pm Sun

District Brew Yards: A brewery collective, where several small beer-makers concoct their brews and offer them in a self-serve taproom. hours vary

Indulge Your Sweet Tooth

Pastries, pies and ice cream aplenty

The neighborhoods hold an absurdly rich stash of renowned sweets-makers. You’ll need to get moving early – before noon at least – to get your mitts on the good stuff. Many places are closed on Monday and Tuesday.

Margie’s Candies is the grande dame of the bunch. The century-old, red-neon-lit ice cream shop has scooped sundaes into giant clamshell bowls for everyone from Al Capone to the Beatles (check the wall photos). Scooch into an old-fashioned booth with a mini jukebox, and order the hot fudge – thick, rich and served in a silver gravy boat. Margie’s makes its own chocolates, too.

Nearby Mindy’s Bakery is a morning must. Mindy won the 2012 Beard Award for Outstanding Pastry Chef, and she’s not messing around. Arrive early to get a twice-baked chocolate chip croissant or cinnamon roll with vanilla bean sour cream sauce, because the tiny spot sells out by lunchtime. The gooey-marshmallow-dotted hot chocolate adds to the awesomeness.

If you’re feeling patient, make your way to Kasama. The Michelin-starred, Filipino bakery blew up in popularity after it was featured on The Bear, meaning there will be a line and it will be long (an hour or so), but it will hopefully result in the ube (purple yam) and huckleberry Basque cake, the ham and raclette cheese danish or the famed breakfast sandwich (with longganisa, egg and cheese on a potato roll).

Beard Award–winning Publican Quality Bread is a grab-and-go spot at West Town’s edge offering croissants, cardamom monkey bread, tartines and truly delicious danske (a sesame seed bun with butter and sheep’s cheese). Close by Hoosier Mama Pie Company is all about hand-rolled, buttery-flaky crust-cradling sour-cream Dutch cranberry, chocolate chess or coconut custard fillings. Eat at the cute, Americana-vibed tables inside or on the patio that hides outside. If it’s Friday, ask about the pie ‘flight’ (three small slices of your choice). Then loosen the belt for one more West Town stop: Black Dog Gelato, a little shop with oddball, ever-changing flavors like goat’s cheese cashew caramel, blueberry French toast and sesame fig chocolate chip.


BEST FESTIVALS

Do Division

Fashion shows and live music programmed by Empty Bottle and Subterranean; held in early June.

West Fest

The Empty Bottle lines up uber-cool indie bands for this three-day street fair on Chicago Ave; held in mid-July.

Wicker Park Fest

The heart of Milwaukee Ave becomes a party zone with live music, arts and crafts; held in late July.

Dancing in the Streets

Jam bands play and neighborhood breweries pour at this Grateful Dead–vibed West Town fest; held in early August.

Titan Walls

International artists paint murals in West Town and the West Loop; held in early August.



Eating in the neighborhood: Bib Gourmand Gems

Bloom Plant Based Kitchen: Innovative vegan dishes like yucca gnocchi and banana blossom crab cakes. hours vary $$

Chef’s Special Cocktail Bar: The drinks are great, as is the ambience, but it’s the food that steals the show. 5pm-midnight Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun $$

Tortello: Bowls of supreme comfort at this cute storefront that makes fresh pasta right before your eyes. 4.30-9pm Mon & Tue, from 11.30am Wed-Sun $$

Mott St: Asian-American fusion food served in festive environs. 5-9pm Mon-Fri, 10am-2pm & 4.30-10pm Sat, 10am-2pm & 4.30-9pm Sun $$$


CAPONE CONNECTIONS

Wicker Park and Bucktown have a smattering of 1920s-era sites that link to Al Capone. The building at 1921 W North Ave was once owned by Pasquale ‘Patsy’ Lolordo, a mafia boss and Capone associate, who lived on the top floor. On January 8, 1929, three men entered the residence and shot Lolordo 11 times. The hit was intended to be a strike on Capone, who retaliated five weeks later by organizing the infamous St Valentine’s Day massacre on his rivals in Lincoln Park. The car used in the February 14 killing was found burning in a garage at the rear of 1723 N Wood St (near Club Lucky).



Drinking in the neighborhood: Best Coffee Shops

Wormhole Coffee: Laptop-wielding students and hipsters caffeinate at broad tables amid 1980s movie kitsch. The music is kickin’ too. 7am-11pm

La Colombe: Fuel up at this renowned coffee roaster’s Wicker Park branch, tucked conveniently right beneath the L station at Damen. 7am-6pm

Standing Passengers: Airy space with rotating art exhibits. Browse while sipping on a coffee and munching a scone. 7am-7pm Mon-Sat, from 8am Sun

Thrd Coffee: A young clientele hobnobs at the long bar in this Scandi-esque, blond-wood shop. Free treats for dogs. 7am-4pm Tue-Sun

Literary Wicker Park

Writers and bookstores

Writer Nelson Algren lived in the 3rd-floor apartment at 1958 W Evergreen St for 18 years. A plaque outside tells the story. Algren drew inspiration from the neighborhood for his down-and-out characters, like in The Man with the Golden Arm (1949), about a drug addict hustling on Division St near Milwaukee Ave. The area has spruced up quite a bit since then, but it remains a literary hub thanks to several great bookstores.

On Milwaukee Ave, the Wicker Park Secret Agent Supply Co sells creative books for kids along with mustache disguise kits, invisible ink pens and other crazy spy gear. Profits support the after-school writing and tutoring programs that take place on-site at nonprofit group 826CHI. A few blocks onward, Volumes Bookcafe is the epitome of a great indie bookstore. It supports new and local writers big time, and hosts regular book clubs, open mics, comedy nights, trivia nights and story times. Keep going on Milwaukee Ave and you’ll reach Myopic Books, one of the city’s oldest and largest used bookstores. It rambles through three floors, its 60,000 tomes heaped onto wood shelves fanning out in every direction.

Around the corner, Quimby’s is one of the linchpins of underground literary culture in Chicago. It specializes in unusual publications meaning you’ll find everything from crayon-powered punk-rock manifestos to slickly produced graphic novels. It’s a cool place for cheeky literary souvenirs and bizarro readings. In Bucktown, sprawling, neat-as-a-pin Challengers Comics + Conversation stocks loads of comic books and manga, with friendly staff on hand to provide guidance.
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BEST THEATERS

Chicago Dramatists Theatre

Small theater that’s a testing ground for Chicago’s new playwrights and plays, including the Tuesdays@9 cold reading series.

Chopin Theatre

Century-old venue full of vintage charm that hosts oddball, thought-provoking plays, concerts and literary events.

Den Theatre

Hip space with a bar and lounge and multiple small stages for improv shows, standup comics and fringe plays.

Trap Door Theatre

Troupe that puts on consistently great productions of European avant-garde plays and originals in a tiny converted garage.

Davenport’s Piano Bar & Cabaret

Fun front room for singalongs, and a back room that stages cabaret shows with professional crooners.




STORIED BARS

[image: author]

Gordon Meyer, owner of Bizarre Bucktown virtual walking tours (bizarrebucktown.com), reveals his favorite bars:

Bucktown Pub

It has a neighborhood feel, with the original 1930s bar and tin ceiling. It’s supposedly haunted by Wally, a previous owner who died of suicide in the apartment above the pub.

Gold Star Bar

There’s a key rack near the front door that has old keys with numbers on them. These were for rooms above the bar, which was a brothel back in the day.

Club Lucky

The neon sign out front is the 1930s original. The bullet holes on top of the bar are from 1967, when the bartender shot and killed a customer.



Dive Bar Crawl

Belly up for local color

The humble corner tavern is alive and well throughout the area. We’re talking places that have been around for decades, tucked along residential streets, that are chock full of character. Many are cash only, so have some bills on hand before embarking.

Lottie’s Pub in Bucktown shows the spirit. Years ago it was called Zagorski’s Tavern, owned by Walter Zagorski, aka Lottie. The basement was a den of iniquity where patrons – including many public officials and writer Nelson Algren – boozed and gambled. If the mahogany bar and scuffed tables look familiar, that’s because the pub now doubles as Molly’s on the TV shows Chicago PD and Chicago Fire. A stone’s throw away, Lemmings is another classic watering hole, dimly lit with a pressed tin ceiling, free pool table, shot-and-beer specials and a bevy of seen-it-all regulars parked around the wood bar.

In east Ukrainian Village, a holiday-light-festooned moose head and a life-size statue of Elvis overlook the crowd of artsy locals playing pool and drinking on the cheap at Innertown Pub, a lovable dive that was a speakeasy in the 1920s. Art shows, jazz bands and other events liven up the scene a few nights per week. A few blocks away, Ola’s Liquors is a classic ‘slashie’ – the term for a combination bar/liquor store – and has early morning hours catering to third-shift locals and hardcore night owls. Order the advertised zimne piwo (Polish for ‘cold beer’).

Onward in West Town, the Chipp Inn sits on a narrow street of houses, beckoning you in with its Schlitz and Hamm’s signs. It has all the dive bar staples – pool table, wood bar, ornate tin ceiling, cheap beers – and a booze-serving pedigree that dates back to 1897. It’s a great place to post up for a round or three.

Eating in the neighborhood: Division St Picks

Letizia’s Natural Bakery: Homey Italian spot for cakes, pies and cups of mind-expanding coffee. 7am-3pm Mon & Tue, to 5pm Wed-Sun $

Lilac Tiger: Hip, dimly lit storefront serving riffs on South Indian street food and vibrant cocktails. 4.30-11pm Tue-Thu & Sun, to midnight Fri & Sat $$

Takito Kitchen: Nouveau Mexican pork-belly tacos and tequila-forward cocktails. 5-9pm Tue-Thu, 5-10pm Fri, 11am-10pm Sat, 11am-3pm Sun $

Alliance Bakery: Pick from assorted flavors of macarons, tarts and other Euro-style desserts at this time-honored bakehouse. 7am-9pm $

Cocktail Medley

Where the drinks shake and stir

Cocktail bars in Wicker Park, Bucktown and Ukrainian Village have mastered the art of highbrow drinks in inviting environs. If you want to make a night of it, start at Chef’s Special Cocktail Bar in Bucktown. It’s a Michelin Bib Gourmand winner for its nostalgic American-Chinese food and – as the name implies – it goes big on its drinks. Grab a seat at the curved bar or in a cozy booth, and hoist a lemongrass gimlet or flavor-bursting Mind Tunnel (bourbon, ginger, dried banana, tamarind and lime).

In Wicker Park, the Violet Hour isn’t marked with a sign, so look for the wood-paneled building with a full mural and a yellow light over the door (also the 1520 street number). Inside, high-backed booths, chandeliers and long velvet drapes provide the backdrop to elaborately engineered, Beard Award–winning seasonal cocktails. Bartenders offer a slew of classes on how to make amaro, create brandy drinks and more. Nearby Queen Mary teems with nautical charm. The menu’s gin- and rum-based cocktails riff on British naval drinking traditions, including a navy-strength old fashioned, daily rum grog and shareable tea-based punch, plus fortified wines and beer. Sit in a booth, replete with life-preserver cushions, and you’ll feel as if you’ve sailed away to another place and time. Down the block, the Cauldron is a magic-themed bar, with wands that activate drink taps wizard-style. You can walk in for a drink, but for the full, immersive experience, pre-book a potion-making table.

The retro Matchbox sits at West Town’s edge. It’s as small as – you got it – a matchbox, with about a dozen bar stools; everyone else stands against the back wall. (There’s also sidewalk seating when the weather warms.) Favorite drinks include the pisco sour and the ginger gimlet, ladled from an amber vat of homemade ginger-infused vodka.
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Eating in the Neighborhood: Top-End Picks

Schwa: Chefs are also servers in this intimate, Michelin-starred place that serves a 12-course tasting menu. BYO. 5.30-9pm Tue-Sat $$$

Kasama: Walk-in Filipino bakery by day; 13-course, modern Filipino tasting menu by night. bakery 9am-3pm Wed-Sun; dinner Thu-Sun $$$

Le Bouchon: Long-standing French bistro with bouillabaisse, steak frites and other Gallic classics. 11.30am-2.30pm & 5-10pm Mon-Sat $$$

Boeufhaus: Cozy Euro-style steakhouse serving meat from sustainably raised animals. 3.30-10pm Mon & Wed, 11am-11pm Fri & Sat, 3.30-9pm Sun $$$


TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS

Take the Blue Line L train to Damen or Division to reach the core of Wicker Park. Take it to Damen or Western for Bucktown. Take it to Chicago for West Town and the art galleries. Ukrainian Village is a good mile away from the Blue Line stations, though you could link up with bus 50 along Damen Ave, bus 49 along Western Ave or bus 66 along Chicago Ave to get there. Other handy routes include bus 72 along North Ave and bus 70 along Division St.

Parking is a chore in Wicker Park and Bucktown. Meter and free on-street parking are at a premium. Ukrainian Village is easier, with more spots available.







Logan Square & Humboldt Park
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HIPSTER HAVEN WITH AN EDGE

Logan Square, Humboldt Park and neighboring Avondale are hot spots for the buzziest taproom or all-the-rage fried-chicken cafe. Gentrification has been taking root here for a while, but the area still retains some edginess.
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Traditional sights are few and far between. You’re mostly here to eat, drink and hear a band. And maybe see a bug collection or a button museum. Plan on at least an evening in the neighborhood, and probably an afternoon too.

Logan Square has the most action, and Milwaukee Ave is the heart of it, chockablock with coffee roasters, bohemian storefront restaurants, thrifty cocktail lounges and artsy music clubs. Daisies, Lula Cafe and several other must-eats serve during the day, and there are eclectic shops to browse, but nighttime is when the action peaks – expect lots of company on your evening out. And expect lots of construction: Logan is the hub of the gentrification, and new buildings are rising up all around.

Avondale is the small community abutting Logan to the north, and it was only a matter of time before hip restaurants, bars and clubs spilled over into it. But Avondale also keeps it weird, with lots of spine-tingling horror-themed businesses and fabulous secret concerts. Milwaukee Ave continues as the main vein here, along with Belmont Ave.

Humboldt Park, to the south of Logan Square, is rougher around the edges. It’s heavily Puerto Rican, as the giant flag sculptures and jibarito sandwich shops (it’s a local specialty) along Division St attest. The eponymous park is the community’s focal point. Pockets of cool-cat diners and friendly coffee bars fringe it to the south, especially along California Ave.

Inspired murals cover walls and doors throughout the neighborhoods, a nod to the time not long ago when more artists and rebellious types lived here. There’s also a remarkable amount of greenery, thanks to the large parks and wide leafy boulevards that roll through the area.
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Don’t Miss…

AWARD-WINNING EATS

Tuck in at one of the esteemed storefront restaurants cooking up big flavors.

CREEPY COMMUNITY

Avondale has become a hub for odd, insect-laden and horror-themed sights.

BREWERY TOUR

Several excellent beer-makers pour IPAs, saisons and stouts in good-time taprooms.

INDIE VENUES

Hear blues, rock, jazz and punk music in small, alternative bars and clubs.

HUMBOLDT PARK

Sprawling green space to stroll around the lagoon, rent a paddleboat and admire gardens.

BUSY BEAVER BUTTON MUSEUM

Fun little museum of offbeat, pin-back buttons, set in an office building.




TOP TIP

Many of the best restaurants are small, and it’s tough to get a seat by walking in. Luckily, most take reservations, though you’ll need to book at least a few days in advance. Otherwise try to arrive right at opening time or to snag a seat at the bar to eat.
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SIGHTS

1Altered Translation Mural

2Busy Beaver Button Museum

3Congress Theater

4Greetings from Chicago Mural

5Insect Asylum

6Robin Williams Mural

ACTIVITIES

7606 trail

8Avondale Bowl

SLEEPING

9Longman & Eagle

EATING

10Andros Taverna

11Bang Bang Pie & Biscuits

12Cellar Door Provisions

13Chicago Diner

14Daisies

15Giant

16Honey Butter Fried Chicken

17Kuma’s Corner

18Lardon

19Loaf Lounge

20Logan Square Farmers Market

21Longman & Eagle

22Lula Cafe

23Mi Tocaya Antojeria

24Noodlebird

24Parson’s Chicken & Fish

26Paulie Gee’s

27Pizza Lobo

28Pretty Cool Ice Cream

29Red Hot Ranch

30Reno

31Spice Room

32Sugar Moon Bakery

33Thattu

34Warlord

DRINKING

35Alice’s Lounge

36Best Intentions

37Billy Sunday

38Brewed

39Bungalow by Middle Brow

40Cafe Mustache

41Central Park Bar

42Cole’s

43DMen Tap

44Heavy Feather

45Hopewell Brewing Company

46Late Bar

47Lonesome Rose

48Maplewood Brewery & Distillery

49Pilot Project Brewing

50Revolution Brewery & Taproom

51Revolution Brewpub

(see 15)Scofflaw

52Sip of Hope Coffee

53Solemn Oath

54Weegee’s Lounge

55Whirlaway Lounge

ENTERTAINMENT

56Comfort Station

57Elastic Arts Foundation

58Logan Arcade

59Logan Theatre

60Rosa’s Lounge

61Sleeping Village

62Whistler

SHOPPING

63All Star Press

64Books4Cause Free Bookstore

65Bric-a-Brac Records & Collectibles

66Bucket O’ Blood Books & Records

67City Lit Books

68Horror House

69Katherine Anne Confections

70Lost Girls Vintage

71Luvsick Plus

72Monarch Thrift Shop

73Occult Bookstore

74Open Books Logan Square

75Steel Petal Press

76Toy de Jour

77Vintage Frills

78Wolfbait & B-girls




National Museum of Puerto Rican Arts & Culture

Colorful overlooked freebie

This bigger-than-you-think museum fills the old horse stables in Humboldt Park. The building is tremendously cool, with natural light streaming in the windows and illuminating the four galleries that hold changing exhibitions. These might focus on paintings by Afro Caribbean artists, Puerto Rican comic book art, indigenous musical instruments or traditional dance costumes and their political significance. The displays are always well done and weirdly unpopulated, which makes this creative, free venue feel like an insider’s secret.

Humboldt Park

The community’s playground

This 207-acre park, which lends its name to the surrounding neighborhood, comes out of nowhere and gobsmacks you with Mother Nature. A lagoon brushed by native plants takes up much of the green space, and birdsong flickers in the air. The 1907 Prairie School boathouse is the park’s centerpiece. A kiosk there rents swan boats to pedal on the water. The Formal Garden at the park’s southern expanse blooms with jelly-bean-colored flowers and bison sculptures (by Edward Kemeys, the artist who made the Art Institute lions). Puerto Rican food trucks speckle the park’s northern edge. While the area is family filled by day, it’s best avoided at night – unless there’s a free outdoor movie or concert happening, which there often is.
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SIGHTS

11667 N Humboldt Blvd

2Humboldt Park

3La Casita de Don Pedro Community Center

4National Museum of Puerto Rican Arts & Culture

5Paseo Boricua

6Puerto Rican Flag Sculpture

EATING

7Cafe Colao

8Feed

9Flying Saucer

10Kai Zan

11Papa’s Cache Sabroso

12Spinning J

DRINKING

13Archie’s Iowa Rockwell Tavern

14Dorothy

SHOPPING

15Peach Fuzz

16Richard’s Fabulous Finds




MORE IN LOGAN SQUARE & HUMBOLDT PARK

Award-Winning Eats

Michelin- and Beard-beloved restaurants

Logan Square and Avondale are racking up accolades for their inventive storefront restaurants. Many are Bib Gourmand winners, ie eateries that Michelin has named as excellent for providing quality meals at affordable prices. Others are recognized by the James Beard Foundation for various aspects of awesomeness. Some flow from one category to the other. Some get love from both award groups simultaneously. Let’s just say that overall, there’s some rather wonderful eating here.

If you want to plan your day around stuffing your face, Friday and Saturday are when all the hot spots are open. Monday and Tuesday see several closed kitchens. Most places take reservations, and it’s wise to book ahead for weekend brunch or dinner anytime.

For breakfast, Daisies is popular among chowhounds. Grab a lemony cheese danish braid or other pastry with your coffee at the counter, then plop down at one of the chunky wood tables to indulge. Daisies also serves lunch (props to the shaved Brussels sprouts) and modern takes on traditional Italian pasta dishes for dinner. Plenty of cocktails, vegetarian options and creative desserts add to the sustainably sourced bounty.

Funky, arty Lula Cafe is another one open for breakfast. It more or less launched the local dining scene 25 years ago, and appreciative neighborhood folks still crowd in for the seasonal, mostly organic menu. Raspberry-jam-topped sourdough French toast and green garlic spaetzle (Central European noodles) make brunch a big to-do. Even the muffins are something to drool over. Veggie-forward lunch and dinner mains warm bellies too.

Nearby Longman & Eagle opens at lunchtime (earlier on weekends). The shabby-chic tavern goes all in on farm-to-table New American fare, like wild-boar sloppy Joe sandwiches and gnocchi with truffles and ramp pesto. It also goes all in on whiskey, with an absurdly long list of throat heaters. Meanwhile, at Avondale’s edge, Thattu is a lunch and dinner newbie, breaking the mold with its Southern Indian–inspired dishes. Think fried chicken sandwiches with curry leaf aioli or black chickpeas with roasted coconut gravy, all served in a sunny repurposed warehouse.

Come dinnertime, more options open up. Wee Giant produces huge flavors in its heady comfort food. Dishes like the king-crab tagliatelle, biscuits with jalapeño butter and sweet-and-sour eggplant have wowed the foodie masses, and rightfully so. If you get hungry waiting, you can always visit the chef’s take-out pizza slice restaurant next door.

Cellar Door Provisions, a cozy, pocket-sized bistro on Logan Square’s north side, offers a rotating dinner menu of seasonal dishes such as carrot ravioli, spicy lamb with smoked tomatoes or creamed mushrooms and dumplings. There’s always awesomely crusty bread and a lengthy list of European reds and whites (a wine shop is attached next door). Close by, Mi Tocaya Antojeria is a colorful modern Mexican restaurant where young and old alike pile in during the evenings. The chef’s inventive recipes change frequently; maybe you’ll see salsa-and-beer-braised chicken thighs or spaghetti squash with cotija cheese and chili powder. Hopefully you wore elastic-waistband pants for your visit to the area.


FAVORITE SHOPS

Wolfbait & B-girls

You’ll get that crafting feeling upon entering this shop that sells dresses, handbags, jewelry and other wares by local indie designers.

All Star Press

Art gallery/print studio that hawks cool prints, posters, pins and T-shirts focused on Chicago culture, sports and bands.

Katherine Anne Confections

Neighborhood chocolate maker who concocts delicious truffles, salted caramels and renowned hot chocolate with marshmallows.

Steel Petal Press

Pop in to peruse humorous, often naughty, one-of-a-kind greeting cards, bookmarks, coffee cups, magnets, coasters and posters.

Bric-a-Brac Records & Collectibles

Your spot for Alf key chains, Star Wars spaceship models, cassette tapes, and indie and rock albums.



Drinking in Logan Sq & Humboldt Park: Top Cocktails

Billy Sunday: Drinks mixing wild ingredients with high-end spirits are served amid glowing sconces and old-timey portraits. hours vary

Heavy Feather: Modeled after a late-1970s fern bar, this darkly lit hideaway pours drinks that are modern takes on classics. 8pm-2am Thu-Sun

Scofflaw: It gets creative with gimlets, martinis and other gin-focused drinks in a cozy room with a fireplace and vintage armchairs. hours vary

Dorothy: Queer-friendly, lesbian-owned basement bar with retro decor; enter speakeasy-style via the unmarked red door. hours vary


BEST DIVERSIONS

Avondale Bowl

This colorful, retro bowling alley with a full bar hides on the 2nd floor of an unassuming retail building.

Logan Arcade

Scads of pinball machines and arcade games (both vintage and modern), plus leagues, tournaments, beers and DJs.

Elastic Arts Foundation

Hosts experimental, nontraditional performances ranging from Indian funk bands to multichannel music makers and Japanese Butoh dancers.

Logan Theatre

The 1915 four-screen Logan shows mid-run movies and independent films, and has an art-deco bar hosting trivia nights and more.

Comfort Station

Historic 1920s building now used for community arts programs, including concerts and film screenings.



Buttons on Display

Oddball mementos in an office

Even George Washington gave out campaign buttons, though in his era they were the sew-on kind. Pin-back buttons came along in 1896 and badge-making company Busy Beaver chronicles their history in displays holding thousands of the little round mementos. The Busy Beaver Button Museum touts everything from Bozo the clown to Cabbage Patch Kids and Big Rock Point Nuclear Plant. They’re fascinating to browse, and the hipster office staff are gracious about letting you gawk over their desks where the framed cases hang. Heaps more buttons are in pull-out drawers to examine. Ring the doorbell to enter. And don’t forget to take your free souvenir button.

Eating in Logan Sq & Humboldt Park: Budget Picks

Reno: Boozy local hang-out serving wood-fired bagels by day and pizzas by night. 10.30am-10pm Mon-Thu, 9am-11pm Fri & Sat, to 10pm Sun $

Loaf Lounge: Small, sunny bakery-cafe where locals clamor for breakfast sandwiches and the choc cake made famous in The Bear. 8am-4pm Wed-Sun $

Feed: Cheerful eatery offering Southern home cookin’, including rotisserie chicken, corn pudding and fried okra. 10am-8pm Mon-Sat, to 3pm Sun $

Red Hot Ranch: Humble red shack beneath the L tracks known for its double cheeseburgers, hot dogs and golden, fresh-cut fries. 10.30am-midnight $

Odd in Avondale

Creepy, crawly sights, sips and shops

Avondale has become a nexus for spooky and eccentric businesses, and an afternoon spent exploring them delivers frightful fun. Take the Insect Asylum, a vintage taxidermy and bug museum. So much goes on in this storefront. The owner displays her collections of feathers, skins, rocks, bones and butterflies, many of which you can touch (look for the green dot designation). The space is home to a rescued possum, python, tegu and iguana you can get up close with, plus there are aquariums of tarantulas, hissing cockroaches and beetles. Old records, cameras and other antiques form the surrounding decor. It’s wonderfully unique, as are the DIY classes on owl pellet jewelry making, moth pinning and more. If nothing else, pop into the shop for a distinctive gift like a water buffalo tooth.

The Brewed is a block away, a horror-themed coffee shop that’s always jumping. Join the artsy crowd for a cup of joe under scary movie posters, fake cobwebs and monster murals. The large, diner-esque space has ample outlets to plug in your laptop. Also close by is Occult Bookstore, a compact shop for spell books, tarot cards, sorcery stones and whatever else a budding witch, pagan or astrologer might need.

More spine-tingling spots cluster around Belmont Ave. Bucket O’ Blood Books & Records blasts metal and punk music as you peruse bookshelves dedicated to smut horror, medieval horror, female-authored horror, extreme horror, children’s horror – you get the drift. Small Horror House sells creepy masks, macabre collectibles and chilling original art. DMen Tap is a Dungeons and Dragons–themed bar known for its kebabs, pinball machines and monthly dark comedy show, the Graveyard Shift. And then there’s Kuma’s Corner, a local institution. Ridiculously busy and head-bangingly loud, the pub attracts the tattooed set for its monster 10oz burgers, each named for a heavy-metal band and hefted onto a pretzel-roll bun. There’s a vegan burger and mac ’n’ cheese menu for those who don’t eat meat, and beer and bourbon for all.

Note many of the businesses are closed on Monday and Tuesday.



BOULEVARDS PROMENADE
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A 2-mile walk along the neighborhood’s prominent boulevards turns up old manors, chickens and a yellow brick road, among other sights.

Start at the hulking 1 Illinois Centennial Monument. Architect Henry Bacon, of Lincoln Memorial fame, designed the Doric column to commemorate Illinois’ century of statehood in 1918. On sunny days folks loll on the surrounding grass.

Head south along 2 Kedzie Blvd, a prime example of the area’s wide leafy thoroughfares. Several turreted mansions stand sentry for the next half mile; the best ones are on the street’s west side where Nouveau riche European immigrants built their homes here c 1900, as it was cheaper and more welcoming than downtown’s old-money districts.

Turn left (east) at Palmer Blvd, the street that rings 7-acre 3 Palmer Square Park, resting quietly under maple and elm trees, some of which have been incorporated into cool sculptures. On the park’s south side, take Albany Ave south to Dickens Ave. You’ll probably hear the clucking 4 Chickens on Dickens before you see them in their small backyard farm.

Take Whipple St south to Armitage Ave. A block east 5 Parson’s Chicken & Fish makes a good stop for an al fresco cocktail. Then head south on Humboldt Blvd. You can detour on the elevated 6 606 trail built along a repurposed train track. Otherwise continue to 7 1667 N Humboldt Blvd, where L Frank Baum wrote The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. The yellow brick sidewalk marks where his house once stood. Onward, Humboldt Blvd runs smack into 8 Humboldt Park where you can stroll around the lagoon and munch snacks from food carts.




BEST VINTAGE SHOPS

More vintage shops huddle nearby in Wicker Park.

Richard’s Fabulous Finds

A rare, all-men’s shop of timeless bow ties, tweed overcoats, hats, cufflinks and more.

Vintage Frills

The owner has a playful sense of fun in how she sells her cute, retro clothing, accessories and homewares.

Lost Girls Vintage

Hip, classy and sassy trove of classic jackets, dresses and jumpsuits, with modern shirts and pants mixed in too.

Luvsick Plus

Vintage and modern tops, pants, dresses and skirts curated for plus-size bodies; next door to Lost Girls.

Monarch Thrift Shop

Expansive store with upscale, pre-owned clothing, furniture and housewares; proceeds fund a job training nonprofit group.



Logan Square’s Flirty Farmers Market

Mingle over fresh eggs

The Logan Square Farmers Market is one of Chicago’s best. The neighborhood operates it (versus the city), so it marches to its own progressive beat. Up to 15,000 people attend the Sunday morning event from mid-May through October, including many families, but it has a particular reputation among the young and hip as a place to hobnob. Live music, vintage wares and prepared foods from surrounding businesses like Daisies and Katherine Anne Confections join the usual lineup of fruits, veggies, eggs and flowers. Everything for sale is handmade or locally produced. This is the place to be in Logan Square from 9am to 3pm on Sundays, and folks make a day of it, often lingering in neighborhood bars and restaurants afterward.

The market has been changing locations due to construction around the Logan Square traffic circle; check the website (logansquarefarmersmarket.org) before heading out for its current setting.

Drinking in Logan Sq & Humboldt Park: Boozy Patios

Central Park Bar: Spiffed-up dive-bar ambience inside, and a busy patio set around a big tree outside. 4pm-2am Sun-Fri, to 3am Sat

Lonesome Rose: Beeline to the sunny rooftop patio for margaritas, cocktails and beers, plus Tex Mex food if you’re hungry. hours vary

Weegee’s Lounge: Renovated bar that retains its jazzy 1940s charm. Sip your drinks inside or on the back patio. 6pm-midnight Wed-Mon

Best Intentions: Much-loved dive bar known for its kitschy decor, boozy Wondermint frozen drinks and great patio. 5pm-2am Tue-Fri, 11am-2am Sat & Sun

A Flight of Breweries

Hoist a glass or six

Several breweries bubble up in Logan Square, including one of the USA’s largest craft brewers. A handful sit in a walkable cluster, while the others are a bit further flung. Try to visit Wednesday through Sunday, when all are open by 3pm (earlier on weekends).

Revolution Brewing is the big one and instigator of Chicago’s suds scene. It all started at Revolution Brewing, a buzzy, industrial-chic spot that fills glasses with heady beers such as the flagship Anti-Hero IPA and Freedom sours. Order the bacon-fat popcorn with fried sage or other haute pub grub dish to steady yourself. Revolution also has its production Brewery & Taproom about 1.5 miles away in Avondale. The sprawling space is usually not as crowded as the brewpub and offers a relaxed atmosphere to knock back pints. Saturday brewery tours are an added bonus.


Pilot Project Brewing is a short walk from Revolution Brewpub. The facility helps small brewers perfect their wares, so what’s on tap is ever-changing. Neighborhood folks pile in to sip at modest communal tables indoors or umbrella-covered picnic tables outdoors. Also nearby is Solemn Oath, a cool-cat brewery where locals bring their dogs, type at laptops and play pool while drinking from the long list of IPAs, lagers, Belgian-style ales and barleywines. It lurks in an unassuming condo building. A block north is Bungalow by Middle Brow, known for citrusy saisons and other unconventional beers. The owners also make their own wine (nominated for a Beard Award), bread and pizza, all with local ingredients. The scene is a little bit precious, but a whole lot delicious.

Hopewell Brewing Company is somewhat removed from the others. The airy, Scandinavian-inspired taproom pours bright, clean beers, mostly lagers and mellow pale ales. It’s always busy and hosting events, like the weekly Wednesday night chess club. Maplewood Brewery & Distillery is also a slight outlier. It looks sexier than most taprooms with its heavy chandeliers and high-back seats, good to brace yourself for beers like Charlatan, a grapefruit-tinged American pale ale, and Fat Pug, a roasty oatmeal stout. Maplewood also makes whiskey and gin, so there’s a lengthy cocktail menu too.
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BEST MURALS

Greetings from Chicago

This wall-sized postcard has images of deep-dish pizza, the Bean and more city icons embedded in the letters.

Robin Williams

The late actor is depicted surrounded by blue genies (from his film Aladdin) on the wall of Concord Music Hall.

Congress Theater

As the historical venue awaits redevelopment, muralists have turned the exterior into an eye-popping outdoor gallery.

Altered Translation

Psychedelic butterflies adorn 2912 N Milwaukee Ave; they represent migration and change, symbolic of the neighborhood’s gentrification.

Blue Line L train ride

Gape out the window at the rooftops and walls between Logan Square and Damen stations.



Eating in Logan Sq & Humboldt Park: Top-End Picks

Lardon: Cheese boards, cured meats and wines in cute butcher-shop-meets-cafe ambience. 8am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat, to 4pm Sun $$$

Kai Zan: Charming little jewel box of a restaurant with some of Chicago’s freshest, most creative sushi. 5-10pm Tue-Thu, to 11pm Fri, 4.30-11pm Sat $$$

Warlord: High-energy, late-night spot that cooks its meat and seafood over a live fire; no reservations. 6pm-2am Fri-Mon $$$

Andros Taverna: Lovely big, open, plant-dotted room offering contemporary Greek dishes and stellar baked goods. hours vary $$$


WIZARD’S HOME

L Frank Baum lived in Humboldt Park when he wrote The Wonderful Wizard of Oz (1900). He and his family moved to Chicago in 1891, and he tried a variety of jobs here – newspaper reporter, department store window dresser – before becoming a writer of children’s books. Many scholars believe the inspiration for the Emerald City came from the fantastical designs at the famed 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition, which Baum visited.

The writer’s home at 1667 N Humboldt Blvd was torn down long ago, replaced by affordable housing apartments, but a yellow brick sidewalk out front and a ‘No Place Like Home’ mosaic mural keep the magic alive today.



Drinking in Logan Sq & Humboldt Park: local Favorites

Cafe Mustache: Brooding types settle in over coffees and laptops by day, and booze, bands and DJs by night. 9am-12.30am Mon-Wed, to 1.30am Thu-Sun

Archie’s Iowa Rockwell Tavern: Join regulars bathed in a neon glow in this old-school corner tavern, complete with wall-mounted fish. 2pm-2am

Whirlaway Lounge: With threadbare couches and cheap beers, Whirlaway has the homey charm of your uncle’s 1970s rumpus room. Cash only. 5pm-2am

Sip of Hope Coffee: Welcoming, industrial-vibe spot that gives 100% of its proceeds to a nonprofit group dedicated to mental health education. 7am-1pm

Feel the Beat

Blues, jazz, rock and more

Logan Square and Avondale are hot spots for cool little bars and indie venues where you’ll hear under-the-radar bands. Wednesday through Saturday evenings are the best time to feed your ears.

Top of the heap is Rosa’s Lounge, a real-deal blues club in west Logan Square. This humble spot brings top local players to its arm’s-length-away stage where guitars wail and fans dance into the night. It’s wise to buy tickets in advance, though you usually can walk up and get in after the first set (around 11pm). This place is magic.

In the heart of Logan Square along Milwaukee Ave, Cole’s is a dimly lit dive bar where you can play pool and suck down microbrews in the neon-bathed front room, and listen to grunge bands and open-mic comedy in the back room. Nearby at Whistler, hometown indie bands, jazz combos and DJs rock the arty little bar most nights. There’s never a cover charge, but you’d be a schmuck if you didn’t order at least one of the swanky cocktails or craft beers to keep the scene going.

A short distance away in Avondale, Belmont Ave holds a strip of action. Meet up with friends at Sleeping Village for a beer or cider from one of the 56 taps and mingle in the beer garden, then head to the acoustically excellent back room to hear a pop, punk or shoegaze band. A few blocks east, wood-paneled dive bar Alice’s Lounge is renowned for its late-night karaoke. It got its 15 minutes of fame when Tina, one of the chef characters from The Bear, crooned here in season two. The music goes on until 4am. That’s true also at Late Bar, a weird, new-wave dance club a few doors down from Alice’s.
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SECRET RIVER CONCERTS

No, you are not imagining it. That is a multi-piece band making music on a concrete pillar in the middle of the Chicago River by Belmont Ave. It’s like any stage – there’s the drummer, a couple of guitarists, some harmonizing singers – except boats and ducks are gliding around. The audience sits on the river bank (or floats in a kayak). Battery-powered amps enable the sound. Welcome to the Secret River Concerts. They are pretty secret, advertised mostly by posters pasted around the neighborhood. Lawrence Tome (lawrencetome.com) organizes the scene, so you can try to glean info at the website as well.




ONWARD ON THE 606

Continue on the trail from Logan Square/Humboldt Park into Bucktown/Wicker Park to find more public artworks and cafes, bars and eateries to stop into.



Eating in Logan Sq & Humboldt Park: Bustling Patios

Parson’s Chicken & Fish: The fried food is dandy, but it’s the negroni slushies and rollicking outdoor tables that draw the masses. 11am-10pm $

Pizza Lobo: Young and frisky types meet up on the sprawling patio to munch thin-crust pizzas and toss back cheap cocktails. noon-midnight $

Honey Butter Fried Chicken: You can’t beat the namesake dish and fizzy cocktails on the rocking patio. hours vary $

Noodlebird: Small, busy spot cooking noodles, soups, dumplings and other street foods of Macau. 4-9pm Wed-Fri, from 11am Sat, 11am-8pm Sun $$

Mosey along the 606

Walk or cycle Chicago’s elevated path

The 606 trail rambles for 2.7 miles along a repurposed train track above street level. Many people jump on its busier eastern half in Bucktown/Wicker Park, but its western half in Logan Square/Humboldt Park has plenty to offer too, plus it’s less crowded and more industrial out this way. A cool spiral path and observatory mark the western terminus at Ridgeway Ave.

The best spot to take a break is at the Humboldt Blvd exit. From here, walk north two blocks to Armitage Ave, and take your pick: Parson’s Chicken & Fish, Solemn Oath brewery or Bungalow by Middle Brow brewery and bakery all lie within a block-and-a-half stretch.


BEGUILING BOULEVARDS

The four broad green boulevards – Logan, Kedzie, Palmer and Humboldt – that stripe the neighborhood are so impressive they’re an official city landmark. Built in 1869 as spaces for horseback riding and carriage driving, the roadways offered an escape from Chicago’s rapidly growing and industrializing core. They also attracted real estate development, especially by European immigrants who had made their fortunes in the city. Several moguls, such as bicycle company owner Ignaz Schwinn from Germany, built whimsically styled mansions along the boulevards in the late 1800s. Not only was the area beautiful and well-priced, but the newcomers were welcomed here, unlike in the Gold Coast near downtown, where the old-money millionaires lived.



Humboldt Park’s Paseo Boricua

Heart of the Puerto Rican community

The Paseo Boricua, aka Puerto Rican Promenade, is a half-mile-long stretch of Division St where many Puerto Rican shops, restaurants and arts groups cluster. It’s marked at either end by an enormous Puerto Rican flag sculpture that arches over the road. The eastern flag stands beside Artesian Ave, while the western one is at Mozart St.

Since the 1950s, the area has been the center of Chicago’s Puerto Rican community, which now has a population of more than 100,000. The best time to visit is Tuesday through Saturday in the late morning or early afternoon, when most businesses are open. Keep an eye out as you’re walking along for the vibrant, striking murals that cover many of the storefronts, as they tell the story of the community’s struggle and survival.

Family-run Papa’s Cache Sabroso makes a good first stop, where you can try a jibarito sandwich (garlic-mayo-slathered steak or chicken between slices of fried plantain ‘bread’). It’s a Chicago specialty – invented in Humboldt Park – and Papa’s is a terrific place to bite into one. Vegetarians can ask for the version with fried tomatoes and peppers.

If you’re lucky, drummers and energetic bomba dancers might be shaking the public plaza at La Casita de Don Pedro Community Center. Across the street, Cafe Colao serves Puerto Rican coffee, sandwiches, coconut oatmeal and guava pastries. Onward, the National Museum of Puerto Rican Arts & Culture features terrific free exhibitions on the island’s artists, music and indigenous people. It’s definitely worth a stroll inside the sun-washed building to see what’s showing.
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Eating in Logan Sq & Humboldt Park: Vegan & Vegetarian

Chicago Diner: Long-standing, all-veg favorite with poutine, meatloaf and more. 11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri, 10am-10pm Sat, to 9pm Sun $$

Flying Saucer: This casual, cash-only diner has served comfort foods to vegans and carnivores for 25 years. 9am-3pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun $$

Spice Room: A pleasant if spare storefront spot cooking up big Indian flavors, with heaps of vegetarian options. 4-10pm Wed-Mon $$

Paulie Gee’s: Buzzy outpost of the Brooklyn pizzeria; big list of vegan options. 5-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri, 9am-2pm & 4-11pm Sat, to 10pm Sun $$


BEST BOOK & TOY SHOPS

City Lit Books

A modern, generalist bookstore in a comfy space that hosts plentiful readings and events.

Toy de Jour

The tagline is ‘Vintage, Toys, Arts & Farts’ and it’s all here: vintage housewares, weird toys, local art and novelty items.

Open Books Logan Square

Stellar nonprofit group Open Books runs this used bookstore (one of several); proceeds fund literacy programs for local kids.

Peach Fuzz

Sunny children’s shop with wood blocks, progressive books, kite-making kits, cute clothing and a secret reading room.

Books4Cause Free Bookstore

All books, CDs and DVDs in this no-frills shop are indeed free; the main goal is to recirculate items.



Eating in Logan Sq & Humboldt Park: Sugar Buzz

Bang Bang Pie & Biscuits: Fork into a bulging wedge of coffee custard or other creamy treat. 9am-3pm Mon, Sat & Sun, to 6pm Wed-Fri $

Spinning J: This cute spot harks back to a 1950s soda fountain where you can sip egg creams and malts alongside a slice of pie. 9am-3pm Wed-Sun $

Pretty Cool Ice Cream: Ice-cream bars and vegan popsicles in wild flavors like coffee pretzel and Thai tea party in your mouth. noon-9pm $

Sugar Moon Bakery: Tiny shop that makes rustic sweet and savory pastries; try the tahini chocolate chip cookies. 9am-2pm Fri-Sun $





West Loop & Near West Side
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EAT YOUR HEART OUT

On the sunset side of Chicago’s most-visited neighborhood, the West Loop is separated from the central city’s skyscrapers by a branch of the Chicago River. Street banners herald this division, proclaiming that being ‘out of the loop is a good thing’.
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Food has always been at the heart of this ’hood. Once a district of wholesale produce markets and meat-processing factories – Pulitzer Prize–winning writer Carl Sandburg called Chicago the ‘hog butcher for the world’ in a 1914 poem – the area’s redbrick buildings have morphed into hot-chef restaurants, on-trend cocktail bars and luxury loft conversions, shedding scenes of Upton Sinclair for Michelin stars.

The neighborhood boasted a higher percentage of millennials living here than anywhere else in the country in 2018, and that’s still evident in the restaurants and hotels that continue to set up shop, such as Time Out Market, Soho House, The Hoxton and Nobu. Fulton St and Randolph St in particular are lined with some of the top eateries and bars in the city – this neighborhood dishes up a buffet of the city’s best, and a meal out here is a Chicago must. Staying in the West Loop means that you’re close to the heart of the action, with top-notch restaurants and cocktail bars on your doorstep when you’ve finished sightseeing.

To the south, the immigrant enclaves of Greektown and Little Italy cling on for dear life, now made up of just a few blocks with a perhaps slightly higher than usual concentration of restaurants lovingly serving food from the homeland. The University of Illinois Chicago brings a young, carefree attitude to the coffee shops and bars around campus.

The West Loop and Near West Side don’t have any blockbuster sights, but the small museums and history-marking monuments are worth a brief pause before you slide into a restaurant booth or onto a bar stool. This district has a deep connection to labor activism and urban social reform, as well as being the spot where the infamous Great Chicago Fire started in 1871 and burned for three days.
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Don’t Miss…

TOP-TIER RESTAURANTS

The West Loop has the densest concentration of Michelin-starred restaurants in Chicago – dig in.

BREWERIES & DISTILLERIES

Get a taste of the neighborhood at its multiplying number of bars serving made-right-here drinks.

JANE ADDAMS HULL-HOUSE MUSEUM

Uncover stories of social justice and immigrants’ rights at this former settlement house.

UNITED CENTER

Watch the Blackhawks (hockey) or Bulls (basketball), or snap a selfie with the slam-dunking Michael Jordan statue.

UNION STATION

Step inside one of the USA’s last remaining grand train stations, even if you’re not hopping aboard.

RANDOLPH STREET MARKET

Browse antiques and indie fashion and linger for live music and the alfresco street party.




TOP TIP

If you have your heart set on specific restaurants in the West Loop, make reservations well in advance or be prepared to wait, no matter what night of the week you plan on eating here. Bookings for most Michelin-starred restaurants are essential, while some popular spots are no-reservations.
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SIGHTS

1Haymarket Memorial

2Jane Addams Hull-House Museum

3Mary Bartelme Park

4National Hellenic Museum

5Pillar of Fire

6Union Station

7WNDR Museum

SLEEPING

8Emily Hotel

9Hoxton

10Neighborhood Hotel Little Italy

11Nobu Hotel

12Publishing House Bed & Breakfast

13Soho House Chicago

EATING

14Al’s #1 Italian Beef

15Artopolis Bakery & Cafe

16Au Cheval

17Bonci

18Chez Joel

19Duck Duck Goat

20Elske

21Ever

22French Market

23From Here On

24Girl & the Goat

25Greek Islands

26Gus’s World Famous Fried Chicken

27Lou Mitchell’s

28Mario’s Italian Lemonade

29McDonald’s

30Meli Cafe

31Monteverde

32Mr Greek Gyros

(see 35)Next

33Publican

34Publican Quality Meats

35Roister

36Rose Mary

37Scafuri Bakery

38Smyth

39Sweet Maple Cafe

40Time Out Market

41Tufano’s Vernon Park Tap

DRINKING

(see 35)Aviary

42City Winery

43Froth

44Good Ambler

45Ground Up Coffee & Bites

46Moneygun

47Press Room

48Sawada Coffee

ENTERTAINMENT

49Chicago Children’s Theatre

50Credit Union 1 Arena

51Epiphany Center for the Arts

52House of Vans

53Pitchfork Music Festival

54Rooftop Cinema Club

55Taste of Randolph

SHOPPING

56Athenian Candle Co

57H Mart

58Leaders 1354

59Maxwell Street Market

60Open Books

61Randolph Street Market

62Scratch Goods

63The Pop-Up

64Unwaste Shop




STEPHANIE IZARD & THE WEST LOOP
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Stephanie Izard was the first female to win Top Chef, and she owns multiple restaurants in the West Loop, including Girl & the Goat and Duck Duck Goat. Here she dishes on what brought her to the neighborhood. @stephanieizard

My business partner, Rob, knew that West Loop had huge potential and was able to see what the neighborhood would become, but it has grown way beyond what we ever could have imagined. When I walked into Girl & the Goat on Randolph St, I got goosebumps and knew it was meant to be. West Loop has turned into such a culinary and nightlife epicenter in Chicago – we couldn’t have picked a better neighborhood.



WEST LOOP & NEAR WEST SIDE

Food Hall Finds in the West Loop

Streets of eats

It’s impossible to go hungry in the West Loop – the real issue is where to start feasting. If you’re traveling with a group with varied taste buds or are simply indecisive yourself, the neighborhood’s food halls have a buffet of options to choose from.

One of only three in the USA, Time Out Market is a food hall curated by the namesake magazine, with a changing menu of food purveyors at its 18 stalls and three bars. Food isn’t all that’s served – check its website (timeoutmarket.com/chicago/shows-events) for events of all sorts, including candle-making workshops, summertime rooftop yoga and comedy nights.

To the east in the Ogilvie Transportation Center, French Market offers food from La République and far beyond, with 20-some stalls cooking up Belgian fries, meat-filled Australian pies, Hawaiian poke bowls, empanadas and much more. The aisles are marked with arrondissement signs that look like they are from the streets of Paris.


Opened in 2022, From Here On is located inside the gorgeous 1921 art-deco Old Post Office, once touted as the world’s largest mail facility – it spans two city blocks – that could handle more than 35 million letters and packages daily. The food hall’s fast-casual eateries mostly cater to office workers, but neighborhood restaurants found around the city occupy the stalls, dishing up a taste of the city at large in one spot. Even if you’re not hungry, it’s worth poking your head in to admire the lobby of white marble, 38ft-high ceilings and art-deco gold stylings. Chicago Architecture Center runs tours of the building if you want to see more.

You can pick up much more than green tea Kit Kat bars at H Mart – it also has a small food court of Asian eats, including sushi, spicy noodles, Korean fried chicken and bubble tea.

In mid-June, the Taste of Randolph food festival takes over six blocks of its namesake street to feature more than a dozen eateries resident on ‘Restaurant Row’ and beyond, plus live music on two stages.
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Jane Addams Hull-House Museum | Thomas Barrat/Shutterstock ©

Eating in West Loop & Near West Side: Our Picks

Au Cheval: Try the legendary cheeseburger, dripping with a runny fried egg and stuffed into a fluffy bun. 10am-11pm Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun $$

Rose Mary: The debut restaurant from Top Chef winner Joe Flamm highlights the hearty flavors of Croatian cuisine. 4.30-10pm $$

Duck Duck Goat: Chinese-inspired dim sum, mains and cocktails from star chef Stephanie Izard. 4.30-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, 11am-3pm Sat & Sun $$

Monteverde: House-made pasta is the specialty. Try the cacio whey pepe, topped with black truffle in season. 11am-9.30pm Tue-Thu, to 10.30pm Fri & Sat $$

Chicago’s Immigrant Story

Diving into history at the Jane Addams Hull-House Museum

On the edge of the University of Illinois Chicago campus, the Jane Addams Hull-House Museum stands proud as a testament to social justice and a surviving-against-the-odds reminder of this neighborhood’s past. Founded in 1889 by Jane Addams and Ellen Gates Starr, two middle-class Illinois-born white women, this former ‘settlement house’ helped immigrants to Chicago find their feet in their new city. Hull-House was one of the first of its kind in the United States and became a model for others across the country.

An experiment in communal living, Hull-House offered radical-for-the-time services for the neighborhood’s low-wage earners who toiled in Chicago’s sweatshops and meatpacking factories, including public baths, arts programs, employment assistance, English-language courses and kindergarten and playgrounds for their children. Addams – the first US woman awarded a Nobel Peace Prize – expanded an 1856 Italianate mansion into a 13-building complex that took over a whole city block.

Today, the house serves as a free-to-visit history museum that recounts the successes of its social programs and the stories of the founders and the building itself through fascinating displays and artifacts. Sign up for a free tour (Tuesdays and Fridays at 2pm) for a more in-depth look; reserve online in advance (hullhousemuseum.org/public-tours).

Of the wider complex, only Hull-House and the Residents’ Dining Hall still exist. All of the other structures were demolished in the 1960s to build the UIC campus. The neighborhood vehemently opposed the plans, and the fight with the city went all the way to the Supreme Court.


HAYMARKET MEMORIAL

The bronze sculpture of figures on a wagon on Desplaines St between Lake and Randolph Sts marks the spot where the world’s labor movement began. The next time you take a lunch break or clock off after an eight-hour day, thank Chicago’s factory workers.

May 1 became the official day of protest for Chicago’s labor groups, and on that day in 1886, thousands of workers went on strike. After clashes with the police, local anarchists called for a rally at Haymarket Sq. Someone (never identified) threw a bomb, which exploded and killed seven police officers.

The government reacted strongly, convicting eight anarchists and hanging four, although only two had been present at what became known as the Haymarket Riot.



Eating in West Loop & Near West Side: Splurge-Worthy Dining

Smyth: Three Michelin stars earned via creative, perfectly executed seafood, seasonal produce and sweets. 5-9pm Tue-Sat $$$

Next: A whole new menu every three months, from ancient Rome to Julia Child’s favorites. You never know what’s next. 5-10pm Wed-Sun $$$

Girl & the Goat: Goat features prominently at chef Stephanie Izard’s flagship restaurant, including confit goat belly. 4.30-10pm $$$

Elske: Fall head over heels for the simple Scandi-accented plates at Michelin-starred Elske, meaning ‘love’ in Danish. 5.30-9pm Wed-Sun $$$

Publican: Set up like a swanky beer hall, Publican specializes in produce and beer from small farms and brewers. hours vary $$$

Chez Joel: This romantic bistro serves exquisite French fare complemented by an extensive wine list. 5-9pm Mon-Sat $$$

Ever: A mod space, but all the focus here is on chef Curtis Duffy’s brilliant, delicate eight- to 10-course tasting menu. 5-10pm Tue-Sat $$$

Roister: Get a more wallet-friendly taste of celebrated molecular gastronomist Grant Achatz’ riffs on comfort foods. hours vary $$$


THE GREAT CHICAGO FIRE

The cityscape of Chicago was changed forever on October 8, 1871. Legend has it that a cow owned by a certain Mrs O’Leary kicked over a lantern, which ignited some hay, which ignited some lumber, which ignited the whole town.

The dry conditions and mostly wood buildings set the stage for the runaway conflagration. The primitive, horse-drawn firefighting equipment could do little to keep up, and the fire burned for three days, killing 300 people and destroying 18,000 buildings over 3 sq miles. The spot where it started is marked by the 33ft-tall bronze Pillar of Fire sculpture by Chicago artist Egon Weiner. Fittingly, it’s in front of the Robert J Quinn Fire Academy, which trains future firefighters.



It’s All Greektown to Us

The Near West Side’s Hellenic heritage

Though it’s shrunk to just a few city blocks, Greektown is still a hub for Hellenic culture in Chicago, with streetside planters and lamp posts brightened up with the white and blue of the Greek flag – even the local Walgreens has some Greek lettering on its signage. Flaming saganaki, that quintessential appetizer served with an ‘opa!’ at many Greek-American restaurants across the country, and gyros were invented here.

The National Hellenic Museum is the only major institution in the country that looks into the experiences of generations of Greek immigrants to the United States, as well as the Mediterranean country’s modern and ancient history and influence on the world. Rotating exhibits often feature Chicago-based Greek-American artists, and the permanent collection of 10,000 artifacts contains wonderfully personal objects, such as children’s dresses worn on the transatlantic voyage and candy molds used in local shops – Greeks had a near monopoly on Chicago’s sweet shops and ice-cream parlors.

The city’s Greek community, the largest in the United States in the early 20th century, originally formed around Hull-House, but the construction of the interstate and urban renewal projects in the 1960s meant residents had to move north on Halsted St to survive. The only original Greektown business still in existence is the century-old Athenian Candle Co, opened in 1922. It continues to make hand-dipped paraffin and beeswax candles in the back of the shop but also sells lotions and potions to help you win at bingo, remove a jinx or fall in love.

Greek-focused festivities take place throughout the year, including Greektown Restaurant Week (early March), offering discounts at local restaurants; the annual Greek Independence Day Parade (March, April or May); and Taste of Greektown (August), which brings out local food vendors, dance troupes and Greek bands.

Eating in Greektown: Our Picks

Meli Cafe: Meli means ‘honey’ in Greek, and it’s apt for this sweet breakfast spot serving smoothies, crêpes and French toast. 7am-3pm $

Artopolis Bakery & Cafe: Satisfy your sweet tooth with cake, baklava or berry-topped tarts. 8am-4pm Tue-Fri, to 6pm Sat & Sun $

Mr Greek Gyros: No-frills gyros joint that stays up late for neighborhood partiers and UIC students. 9am-1am Mon-Wed, to 2am Thu-Sat $

Greek Islands: Long-standing family-favorite restaurant with attentive service. It imports its feta, olive oil and spices straight from Greece. 11am-9pm $$



BAR CRAWL THE WEST LOOP’S BREWERIES & DISTILLERIES
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The West Loop is brewing and distilling up a storm, and many of the neighborhood’s best watering holes are within walking distance of one another. Undertake this journey responsibly: we’re not necessarily advocating visiting all of these in one attempt. Many of these spots serve food alongside their drinks.

Start on the eastern end of Randolph St, slipping into a seat at slick 1 CH Distillery, where the silver tanks behind the big glass window are illuminated by blue lights. Its organic vodka is made from Illinois grain, the only of its kind. Walk west to low-key 2 Haymarket Pub & Brewery, the complete opposite in atmosphere. Hopheads hankering for Belgian- and German-style brews fill the unpretentious barrel-strewn space.

3 Cruz Blanca channels the spirit of Mexico City in its brews and food menu. A few blocks north, 4 Guinness Open Gate Brewery opened in 2023, the second US location from the beer brand. It serves far more than just the black stuff (that’s still brewed in Ireland), reserving its taps for only-in-Chicago beers, such as Corn Maze Cream Ale made with Illinois kernels.

West on Fulton St, 5 All Rise Brewing Co has a punk-rock attitude that welcomes all, as do the German-beer-hall-style tables in 6 Great Central Brewing Co’s huge space. 7 Goose Island – Chicago’s first craft brewer, launched in 1988 – is now owned by Anheuser-Busch, but it still makes small-batch beers at its mod-industrial taproom on Fulton St. Carry on to 8 Rhine Hall Distillery, a cute-as-a-button spot specializing in brandies made with fruit from the Great Lakes region. Return to Walnut St for 9 Midwest Coast Brewing Co for tried-and-true beer styles in a hip industrial-chic space.




SHOWS & FESTIVALS

Pitchfork Music Festival

This gathering of alt and indie rock, electronica and hip-hop artists in Union Park is a highlight of Chicago’s summer.

House of Vans

Skateboard apparel maker Vans has concerts and films in its West Loop warehouse.

Epiphany Center for the Arts

A former 1885 Episcopal church transformed into a hub of live music, art exhibitions and other events.

Rooftop Cinema Club

Watch a classic movie, cult film or new release on the roof of Emily Hotel in summer and fall.

Chicago Children’s Theatre

Exclusively puts on plays for young audiences, many adapted from kids’ books.



A World of WNDR

Immerse yourself in high-tech art

Fusing art and tech in its selfie-encouraged displays, the WNDR Museum puts participation at the heart of its installations. This interactive gallery certainly caters to those looking to add to their Instagram feed, but it also has pieces by big-name artists, such as Dots Obsession by nonagenarian Japanese artist Yayoi Kusama. The work showcases her beloved mirrored infinity room hung with black-polka-dotted yellow spheres, its first installation in the United States.

WNDR’s ticket prices are steep (upwards of $38); book after 5pm on weekdays for a slight discount. Tickets must be purchased online (wndrmuseum.com/location/chicago).

A Buyer’s Market

Street shopping around the West Loop and Near West Side

Chicago’s two main markets set up shop in this neighborhood. Modeled after Portobello Road Market in London, Randolph Street Market has hundreds of antiques stalls hawking Turkish rugs, mid-century modern furniture, costume jewelry, pinball machines, vintage fashion and vinyl. The market opens only a handful of times per year, from 10am to 5pm on select weekends, and in the warmer months, it spills out of its Beaux-Arts building and onto the street with live music and a bar. Tickets are required for entry and can be purchased online (randolphstreetmarket.com).

On Sundays from May to October, Maxwell Street Market sells everything from Jesus statues to ceramic piggy banks to 10-packs of tube socks. The market has become a hot spot for foodies craving homemade churros, tamales and other Latin American treats, but it was originally established by Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe in the late 1800s. Don’t let the name mislead you: the market is not on Maxwell St anymore (gentrification forced it onward), and it now sprawls along Desplaines St.


In Mary Bartelme Park, Green City Market has stands of fresh farmers’ produce on Saturday mornings from May through November and draws the neighborhood’s stroller-pushing families and labradoodle-walking hipsters.

Drinking in West Loop & Near West Side: Best Bars

Aviary: Drinks like nothing you’ve laid lips on before. Some arrive with Bunsen burners, others with a slingshot you use to break the ice. hours vary

Press Room: Intimate basement bar for cocktails or wine at candlelit tables in a century-old building. 4-10pm Tue-Thu, 5pm-midnight Fri & Sat

Moneygun: Well-executed classic cocktails poured in a sparsely red-lit space that channels the atmosphere of a hip dive bar. 5pm-2am Tue-Sun

City Winery: Sip glasses of grapes that pair perfectly with the Mediterranean menu and take a tour of the in-house winery. hours vary


BEST SHOPS

Open Books

When you buy a book here, you’re helping fund literacy programs for thousands of Chicago kids.

The Pop-Up

Started in a Wicker Park apartment, this small shop sells a curated collection of shoes, designer handbags and vintage tees.

Unwaste Shop

Pick up alternatives to plastic household goods; also has ecofriendly bath and body products and a soap refill station.

Leaders 1354

Men’s hats, kicks and other suave streetwear worn by the likes of Chicago native Chance the Rapper.

Scratch Goods

Handmade small-batch cosmetics from a female-founded company. Find your new nightly ritual from the treatments at the Mask Bar.



Drinking in West Loop & Near West Side: Best Coffee Shops

Sawada Coffee: Open the windowless sticker-covered metal door to this coffee shop that shares space with Green Street Smoked Meats. 8am-4pm

Good Ambler: Spacious and often quiet spot wedged between the West Loop’s two main eat streets. 7am-5pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat, 8am-3pm Sun

Ground Up Coffee & Bites: Tap into the productive vibes at this college student–filled spot. 6am-6pm Mon-Fri, 7.30am-3pm Sat & Sun

Froth: The only coffee shop we’ve been to that has multiple bankers’ desks for wrangling your projects and creativity. 8am-7pm

Rome-ing around Little Italy

La dolce vita

This historic neighborhood was once the epicenter of Chicago’s Italian-American community and it still maintains a decent concentration of Italian restaurants, particularly along Taylor St, though the area now has a more geographically diverse set of residents. It makes for a filling DIY food tour.

The exposed brick walls and sepia-hued family photos at Scafuri Bakery lend a cozy atmosphere to this spot, the second coming of a bakery that occupied this Little Italy address for more than a century. Revived by the founder’s great-grandniece in 2013, the bakery today offers southern Italian classics such as pine-nut cookies and freshly filled cannoli alongside all-American treats like apple-cider doughnuts. Next door, shabby-chic Sweet Maple Cafe offers Southern cooking of a different sort – American South signature dishes of grits, biscuits and gravy, and huge pancakes.

Further east along Taylor St, Mario’s Italian Lemonade is a summertime treat open from May to mid-September. At this cheerful box of a shop, super Italian ice comes loaded with big chunks of fresh fruit. The owners have been serving the slushy goodness-in-a-cup since the 1950s.

You can’t miss Al’s #1 Italian Beef, either because of the bright red awning with all-caps text or because it’s said to be the birthplace of Chicago’s famous Italian beef sandwich: a soft French roll piled high with thin slices of roast beef and peppers, and dipped in jus. This no-frills joint doesn’t have much seating, just a handful of counter stools, plus a few outdoor tables in warm weather.

For sit-down service, head to Tufano’s Vernon Park Tap, a family-run classic on a leafy residential street a few blocks north. It serves old-school Italian fare for modest prices (cash or Venmo only).

[image: jpg]

Mario’s Italian Lemonade | Jeffrey Greenberg/Universal Images Group via Getty Images ©


CHEER ON CHICAGO

Chicago is a sports-loving city, and the Near West Side has a few venues where you can root for the home team.

United Center

Chicago’s arena for big-name concerts and sporting events, including Blackhawks hockey matches and Chicago Bulls basketball games. The famous Michael Jordan statue is in the glass atrium on the building’s eastern side.

Fifth Third Arena

Watch the Blackhawks practice on the ice. Sessions are usually at 11am and are free.

Credit Union 1 Arena

Catch roller derby and college basketball, as well as concerts, at this venue on the University of Illinois Chicago campus.




All Aboard for Architecture

Admiring the Beaux-Arts beauty of Union Station

Even if you’re not catching an Amtrak or Metra train, the gorgeous architecture of Union Station is worth a look. Opened in 1925, this train station is a Beaux-Arts behemoth that occupies a city block and whose huge porticos and colonnades are made of Indiana limestone.

Follow signs to the Great Hall and stand below the soaring 219ft-long barrel-vaulted skylight that’s 115ft above your head. It was restored to its full glory in 2018. The room is fluted with marble columns, and the ceilings are dotted with hexagonal coffered insets decorated with rosettes. Two statues stand high over the hall – Day holding a rooster and Night with an owl – symbolizing the round-the-clock power of the railroads. Original long oak benches, grand chandeliers and marble staircases complete the pretty picture. Chicago Architecture Center runs in-depth tours of the building.
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Union Station | Eddie J Rodriquez/Shutterstock ©


GLOBAL GOLDEN ARCHES

Anyone who recommends having a meal at McDonald’s, especially in one of Chicago’s best neighborhoods for eating, should probably be slapped, but hold your fire and hear us out.

The global headquarters of the Golden Arches is located in a building on ‘Restaurant Row’ (Randolph St), and the McDonald’s branch on the ground floor offers a taste of its 37,000 locations around the world without leaving the West Loop.

The menu of international eats varies but might include mango McFlurries from Malaysia, the ghost pepper McChicken from Canada, loaded cheese and bacon fries from Australia, China’s Kung Pao Double Crispy Chicken sandwich and the vegan McAloo Tikki burger, which has a patty made from spiced potatoes and peas.



Eating in West Loop & Near West Side: Cheap Eats

Bonci: The first outpost of dough deity Gabriele Bonci’s beloved Rome pizzeria. 11am-9pm Mon-Sat, to 8pm Sun $

Gus’s World Famous Fried Chicken: Back-to-basics fried chicken joint serving meat and sides piled high on paper plates. 11am-9pm $

Publican Quality Meats: This butcher shop and restaurant is the cheaper sibling to nearby Publican. 10.30am-3pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun $

Lou Mitchell’s: Opened in 1923, this old-school diner is a relic of Route 66, with big breakfasts and bottomless coffee. 6am-2pm Wed-Fri, from 7am Sat & Sun $





Pilsen & Near South Side
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CHICAGO’S STORY IN A SINGLE NEIGHBORHOOD

From the lakefront Museum Campus – home to the perennially popular Field Museum and Shedd Aquarium – to the street art–filled predominately Mexican neighborhood of Pilsen, this area spans a wide range of things to do.
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Adler Planetarium | D Guest Smith/Alamy Stock Photo ©

The green parkland that trickles down the shore of Lake Michigan extends from the Loop into the South Loop and Near South Side, providing a stunning backdrop for some of Chicago’s top cultural attractions. Exploring the waterside Museum Campus, consisting of the Field Museum, Shedd Aquarium and Adler Planetarium plus a sports stadium and conference center, could easily consume a day or more of your trip.

Often, these visitor hot spots are the only part of this district that some out-of-towners see, but the wider area outside of the skyscrapers’ shadow is worth checking out. This neighborhood, particularly along 18th St, weaves a full tale of the Windy City, from the time of the Native Americans and early white European settlement to 19th-century urban industrialization and international immigration.

During the Gilded Age, Chicago’s richest residents constructed their mansions along Prairie Ave, one of which is open as a fascinating historic house museum. Chicago’s oldest surviving home is also here, while a famed blues site where Muddy Waters and Howlin’ Wolf plugged in their amps beckons nearby. At the neighborhood’s southern edge, Chinatown bursts with noodle and dumpling restaurants, traditional Asian architecture and signage, and shops filled to the brim with lucky ‘waving’ cats and other cute kitsch.

To the west of Chinatown lies Pilsen, the heart of Chicago’s Mexican community but named for the Bohemian city of Plzeň by 19th-century Czech immigrants. Indulge in goodies from the bakeries and taquerias before admiring murals in the streets and at the National Museum of Mexican Art. Chicago’s hipster underground also calls Pilsen home, so you’ll find some great bars and restaurants if you linger into the evening. While Pilsen can be crowded, it’s more of a local scene than a touristy one.
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Don’t Miss…

FIELD MUSEUM

This colossal institution, with floor space equivalent to 21 football fields, is one of Chicago’s top attractions.

CHICAGO VIEWS

Camera ready? One of the best views of the city is outside the Adler Planetarium.

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF MEXICAN ART

See works from creators on both sides of the border at this free cultural spot in Pilsen.

CHINATOWN

Feast on dumplings and dim sum, slurp bubble tea and poke around in the small shops.

PRAIRIE AVENUE DISTRICT

Stroll Chicago’s first ‘millionaire’s row’ to admire the architecture that has survived more than a century of change.

PILSEN STREET ART

Track down brightly painted murals and dazzling mosaics along 18th St and beyond.




TOP TIP

It’s a good idea to book tickets in advance for the three Museum Campus attractions. Shedd is the busiest and offers dynamic ticket pricing based on peak hours and how far in advance you book. The Chicago CityPass (citypass.com/chicago) covers all three and provides more flexibility if you’re not sure when you’ll visit.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Field Museum

2Shedd Aquarium

SIGHTS

312th Street Beach

4Adler Planetarium

5Battle of Fort Dearborn Park

6Blues Heaven Foundation

7Chicago Women’s Park

8Chinatown Gate

9Chinese American Museum of Chicago

10Clarke-Ford House

11Elbridge G Keith House

12Glessner House Museum

13Joseph G Coleman House

14National Museum of Mexican Art

15Northerly Island

16Ping Tom Memorial Park

17Prairie Avenue District

18Pui Tak Center

19Soldier Field

20William W Kimball House

ACTIVITIES

21Chinatown Walking Tour

22Ping Tom Boathouse

SLEEPING

23Marriott Marquis Chicago

24Wheeler Mansion

EATING

255 Rabanitos

26Carnitas Don Pedro

27Chi Cafe

28Chicago Firehouse Restaurant

29Chiu Quon Bakery & Dim Sum

30Flo & Santos

31HaiSous Vietnamese Kitchen

32La Michoacana Premium

33Mustard Seed Kitchen

34Phoenix

35Pleasant House Pub

36Qing Xiang Yuan Dumplings

37Ricobene’s

38S.K.Y.

39Tonk

40Yvolina’s Tamales

DRINKING

41Alulu Brewery & Pub

42Moody Tongue

43Pilsen Yards

44Skylark

45Spoke & Bird

ENTERTAINMENT

46Huntington Bank Pavilion at Northerly Island

47Thalia Hall

SHOPPING

48Chinatown Square

49Knee Deep Vintage

50Mestiza

51Pilsen Community Books

52Shudio

53Very Best Vintage




PLANNING YOUR VISIT

Tickets

Basic admission is $30/23 per adult/child, with slight discounts for Illinois and Chicago residents. Special temporary exhibitions cost extra.

Timing

This museum is huge – its square footage covers more than 11 acres – so plan on spending at least half a day. Get a map on entry or use the interactive online version (fieldmuseum.org/maps-and-guides). Last entry is at 4pm.

Getting there

From May through September, Shoreline Water Taxi (shorelinesightseeing.com/water-taxis) operates boats between Navy Pier and Museum Campus for a memorable aquatic arrival.



Field Museum

Mammoth and all-encompassing institution

The Field Museum houses some 40 million artifacts and includes everything but the kitchen sink: beetles, ancient Egyptian mummies, gemstones and Bushman the stuffed gorilla.

The collection’s rock star is Sue, the largest and most complete Tyrannosaurus rex yet discovered, at 13ft tall and 41ft long. But she’s not the first – or the biggest – dinosaur you’ll encounter. Máximo is a cast of a titanosaur – the largest animal ever to live – towering 28ft tall and stretching 122ft through the neoclassical main hall. More dinos await in the ‘Evolving Planet’ exhibit on the 2nd floor, where you can also watch staff paleontologists clean up fossils in the lab.

‘Inside Ancient Egypt’ recreates a burial chamber on two levels. It contains 23 human mummies and is a reconstruction of the tomb built for Unis-Ankh, the son of the last pharaoh of the Fifth Dynasty, who died at age 21 in 2407 BCE.

‘Ancient Americas’ dives into 13,000 years of human history in the Western Hemisphere, though in early 2024, many of the glass display cases were covered up in response to changes to the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, which requires consent from tribes for sacred and funerary objects to remain on display. ‘Native Truths’ offers a modern perspective through contemporary art, hip-hop music and storytelling. Step inside a full-size replica of a Pawnee Earth Lodge to learn about the tribe’s traditions and culture.
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Adler Planetarium

Everything under the sun

Space enthusiasts will get a big bang out of the Adler Planetarium. Exhibits include a collection of sundials and astrolabes, the Gemini 12 space capsule and even Chicago’s first planetarium: the Atwood Sphere, a 17ft rotating metal orb punched with 692 holes to simulate the city’s night sky from 1913. A handful of shows are projected onto the planetarium’s domed theaters, many geared toward kids. Tickets must be purchased online before your visit (adlerplanetarium.org).

The Adler’s front steps offer Chicago’s best skyline view. Also check out the 12 sides of the 1930s building, one for each sign of the zodiac.
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Shedd Aquarium

Under the sea at a waterfront aquarium

Standing on the shore of Lake Michigan since 1930, the Shedd Aquarium is Chicago’s most popular attraction, drawing in upwards of two million visitors some years. It packs in families and school groups that come to marvel at the 32,000 aquatic creatures that live here, including sharks – separated from you by just 5in of Plexiglas – stingrays and rescued sea otters. Note that the aquarium puts on ‘animal spotlight’ shows that sometimes feature beluga whales and Pacific white-sided dolphins, a practice that’s increasingly frowned upon because captivity is stressful for these sensitive creatures. In 2016, the American Humane Association, a nonprofit that promotes animal wellbeing, awarded Shedd the country’s first ‘humane certification’ after conducting an animal welfare audit.

As Shedd approaches its 100th birthday, it’s embarked on a renovation project to update its exhibits, add more walk-through tank tunnels and make the historic building more accessible. Some displays have been rearranged, and the entrance is temporarily on the south side of the building. Work is expected to finish in 2027.
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NEIGHBORHOOD FESTIVALS

Mole de Mayo

This three-day street festival in late May puts mole sauce on a pedestal as local chefs and restaurants cook to compete.

Fiesta del Sol

Going strong for more than 50 years, this late July fest draws more than a million visitors to Pilsen for Mexican music, tacos, tamales and carnival rides.

Chicago Food Truck Festival

Is Chicago the food capital of the country? Come to investigate at this parade of mobile vendors at McCormick Place over a weekend in July.

Dragon Boat Race for Literacy

Watch rowers power along the Chicago River in dragon-headed boats in mid-June.



MORE IN PILSEN & NEAR SOUTH SIDE

Chicago’s Original Millionaire’s Row

Prairie Ave: the Near South Side’s once elite street

In the late 1800s, Prairie Avenue between 16th and 20th Sts was where Chicago’s industrialist bigwigs holed up in their massive mansions. The city’s three richest men – George Pullman, of Pullman sleeping car fame; Marshall Field, founder of the namesake department store; and Philip Armour, a meatpacking magnate – lived on this street in the 1870s. At its peak, these four blocks packed in 90 mansions, but today, only seven survive.

By the 1910s, the crème de la crème was starting to pack up and move north to the Gold Coast. More than 90% of the homes were bulldozed for parking lots and commercial buildings until the Chicago Architecture Center was founded, stepping in to save Glessner House (1800 S Prairie Ave), now open as a museum.

Looking like an imposing granite fortress from the outside, the 1887 John J Glessner House was the work of famed American architect Henry Hobson Richardson. Much of the interior is reminiscent of a grand English manor house, with heavy wooden beams and other English-style details, and more than 80% of the house’s original furnishings are still in situ. Tours take place at 11:30am, 1pm and 2:30pm on Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. Tickets must be purchased online at least a day in advance (glessnerhouse.org).

To revel in what remains of the glory of yesteryear, set off on a short DIY walking tour of the Prairie Avenue District by grabbing a coffee at Spoke & Bird and then heading east on 18th St, turning south at Prairie Ave.

Built for a piano and organ manufacturer in 1892, the limestone William W Kimball House (1801 S Prairie Ave) was modeled after a 15th-century French château. Next door, the 1886 Romanesque Joseph G Coleman House (1811 S Prairie Ave) has an eye-popping exterior of brown sandstone.

In the middle of the small, urban Chicago Women’s Park, the Clarke-Ford House is the oldest structure in the city. When Caroline and Henry Clarke built the imposing Greek Revival home in 1836, Chicago hadn’t even been incorporated, and log cabins were all the rage. It’s now owned by the city, which has previously offered tours of the restored interior, though they were on pause at the time of research with no set date for resuming. The house was originally located near Michigan Ave and 16th St and was moved here in 1977.

At 1900 S Prairie Ave, the 1870 Elbridge G Keith House combines classical and French motifs on its limestone exterior. It’s the only surviving example of Second Empire style, once a popular choice for homes on this street.
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Eating in near south Side: Our Picks

Ricobene’s: Long-standing joint famous for its 2lb breaded steak sandwich. 9am-12.30am Mon-Thu, to 2am Fri, 10am-2am Sat, to midnight Sun $

Flo & Santos: Dig into tavern-style pizza, pierogis and potato pancakes at this neighborhood bar. 11am-10pm Sun-Wed, to 10.30pm Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat $$

Chicago Firehouse Restaurant: Sleek steakhouse in a former fire station with pressed-tin ceilings. 4-10pm Tue-Sat, 3-8pm Sun $$$

Mustard Seed Kitchen: Elevated comfort food from James Beard Award–winning chef Erick Williams; take-out only. 11am-8pm Mon-Sat $$


BATTLE OF FORT DEARBORN PARK

The land that’s now Chicago was once the territory of the Native Potawatomi and other tribes. In 1803, the US built Fort Dearborn at the mouth of the Chicago River. During the War of 1812, the British sought alliances with Native tribes and together captured Fort Mackinac, at the tip of the Michigan peninsula. Fort Dearborn was evacuated, and as American troops and civilians marched south, the Potawatomi attacked near this spot. The battle lasted only 15 minutes, but 52 American troops and civilians were killed, as were 15 Potawatomi.

Besides the plaque, Battle of Fort Dearborn Park doesn’t have anything to see, but at its southern edge, a handy footpath heads over the train tracks to the Museum Campus.



Chicago Scenes from Northerly Island

Park and venue with a view

Despite its name, Northerly Island is actually a peninsula, but no matter what you call it, the Chicago skyline views are tremendous from this prairie-grassed park. The green space has a 2-mile partially paved walking and cycling trail. Grab two wheels from the Divvy bike-share station outside the Adler Planetarium to explore the 120-acre park with a large pond that’s great for birdwatching.

On foot, it’s a short walk south of the planetarium to 12th Street Beach. In spite of its proximity to the visitor-mobbed Museum Campus, this small crescent of sand remains bizarrely (but happily) secluded. To the west, the Huntington Bank Pavilion at Northerly Island puts big names on stage at its outdoor amphitheater, such as Deftones, Florence + the Machine and Phoebe Bridgers between May and October. If you can’t get tickets to see your favorite band, you can sit on the beach and still hear the tunes.


FOR PARKS OR PLANES?

Originally envisioned as a series of manmade outdoor areas along the lakefront in the 1909 Plan of Chicago, Northerly Island (the northernmost, hence its name) was the only one that materialized. Dredging and construction started in the 1920s, and the site was chosen as the location for Chicago’s second World’s Fair in 1933.

The area was then redeveloped into an airport, called Meigs Field, opened in 1948. Its transformation from a runway back to parkland is a curious tale. Mayor Richard M Daley wanted the land for a park, but businesses sought to keep it for private planes. The mayor forced its closure in 2003 by ordering city crews to bulldoze X-shaped gouges into the runway in the middle of the night.



Watch Football at Soldier Field

Bear down

The Bears, Chicago’s NFL team, tackle at Soldier Field from September through January. Arrive early on game days and wander through the parking lots to join the tailgate feasts that fans cook up from the backs of their cars. The stadium is also home to the Chicago Fire pro soccer team.

Opened in 1924 and named to pay homage to WWI soldiers, this venue has played host to a wide range of events, from civil rights speeches by Martin Luther King Jr to the first Special Olympic Games. Hour-long stadium tours are available several times a month (soldierfield.com/stadium-tours).

Eating in Pilsen: Our best mexican & Non-mexican picks

5 Rabanitos: Unusual spice combinations and addictive salsa and mole make the dishes shine. 11am-9pm Mon-Fri, 9am-10pm Sat, to 9pm Sun $

Carnitas Don Pedro: No-frills cash-only meat den often feted as the best of 18th St’s many carnitas spots. 6am-4pm Mon-Thu, from 5am Fri-Sun $

La Michoacana Premium: All of Pilsen is at this ice-cream shop on warm nights, devouring fruity paletas (popsicles). 7am-11pm $

Yvolina’s Tamales: Dozens of types of tamales, including many in atypical, veg flavors such as quinoa and lentil. 11am-6pm Fri-Wed $

Pleasant House Pub: Excellent British classics including savory pies and fish and chips. 10am-9pm Sun & Tue-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat $$

Tonk: You might smell the smokiness before you see it. Memphis-style dry-rub barbecue rules the fire pit. 4pm-1am Thu & Fri, from noon Sat & Sun $$

HaiSous Vietnamese Kitchen: Chef Thai Dang takes his culinary school training and applies it to lovingly made Vietnamese dishes. 4-9pm Wed-Sun $$

S.K.Y.: Sleek but relaxed spot with a well-priced tasting menu of Asian-influenced New American bites. 5-10pm daily, plus 10am-2pm Sat & Sun $$$


Get Cultured in Chinatown

Finding the East in a south Chicago neighborhood

Chicago’s century-old Chinatown is small but busy. The neighborhood has two distinct parts. Along Archer Ave, Chinatown Square is a two-level outdoor shopping mall with restaurants, snack stores and bubble tea cafes topped with pagoda roofs and lined with red railings.

A short walk northwest, Ping Tom Memorial Park stretches along the Chicago River. It offers dramatic, bridge-strewn views of the skyline and a few ways to get on the water. Rent a kayak from the boathouse from late May through October or arrive by boat with Chicago Water Taxi (chicagowatertaxi.com) from Michigan Ave. Services run between March and October.

Old Chinatown stretches south along Wentworth Ave from Cermak Rd, straddled by a large gate. A few steps further, the Pui Tak Center dates from 1928. This grand structure is a fantasy of Chinese architecture that makes good use of glazed terracotta details. Note how the lions guarding the door have twisted their heads so they don’t have to risk bad luck by turning their backs to each other.

For a deeper dive into the neighborhood, join a tour with the Chicago Chinese Cultural Institute (chinatowntourchicago.com). The 1½-hour walking tours leave at 10am on Saturdays from late May to early September, or get stuffed silly on the three-hour food tour. A visit to the Chinese American Museum of Chicago also helps put the neighborhood’s story in perspective.
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BEST SHOPS ON 18TH ST

Knee Deep Vintage

Well-curated vintage clothing for men and women from the 1940s to ’90s in the Thalia Hall building.

Pilsen Community Books

Floor-to-ceiling bookshelves stacked with fiction, poetry, philosophy and lots of Spanish-language titles.

Mestiza

Latina- and queer-owned gift shop with traditional and modern ceramics, wall art, clothing and jewelry by local artists or Fair Trade companies.

Shudio

A minimalist millennial’s dream: vintage women’s clothing, plant pots, terrariums and jewelry crafted in-house – the name is a combination of ‘shop’ and ‘studio.’

Very Best Vintage

Racks of clothing from the 1950s to 1990s, plus shoes, bags and home decor.



Eating in Chinatown: our Picks

Qing Xiang Yuan Dumplings: Creatively flavored pockets of joy include lamb and coriander and crab roe and pork. 11.30am-9pm $$

Phoenix: This big restaurant is a stalwart known for the endless parade of carts doling out dim sum to hungry patrons. 10am-9pm $$

Chi Cafe: Late-night hours and an enormous menu with everything from scallop congee to ork with spaghetti. 4pm-2am Thu-Mon, to midnight Wed $

Chiu Quon Bakery & Dim Sum: Delightful barbecue pork buns, egg custard tarts, winter melon pastries and dim sum dishes. Cash only. 7am-10pm $


BLUES HEAVEN FOUNDATION

From 1957 to 1967, the humble building at 2120 S Michigan Ave was Chess Records, the seminal electric blues label. The Chess brothers ran the recording studio that signed the likes of Muddy Waters, Bo Diddley, Koko Taylor and Willie Dixon. Chuck Berry recorded four top-10 singles here, and the Rolling Stones named a song ‘2120 South Michigan Avenue’ after a recording session at this spot in 1964.

The space is now called Blues Heaven Foundation, visitable on hour-long tours, which take place at noon, 1pm, 2pm and 3pm from Thursday to Saturday and must be reserved in advance by email (info@bluesheaven.com). Free blues concerts rock the side garden on Thursdays at 6pm from June to September.



Art Without Borders

Check out Latinx creators at the National Museum of Mexican Art

Founded in 1982, the free-to-visit National Museum of Mexican Art – the largest Latino arts institution in the US – has a vivid permanent collection of 18,000 works that sums up 1000 years of Mexican art and culture through classical religious paintings, shining gold altars, skeleton-rich folk art, beadwork and much more.

The turbulent politics and revolutionary leaders of Mexican history are well represented, including works about Cesar Chavez and Emiliano Zapata. The museum also sponsors readings by top authors and performances by musicians and artists. October and November are busy months with lots of festive programs for Día de Muertos (Day of the Dead). The on-site store is a winner, with brightly painted Mexican crafts filling the shelves.

Rock Out at Thalia Hall

A proper Pilsen night out

The neighborhood of Pilsen is named after the city of Plzeň in Czechia, and the area’s bohemian history is on full display at ornate Thalia Hall, opened in 1892 and patterned after Prague’s opera house. (Thalia is the Greek muse of comedy and poetry.)

This midsize venue hosts a cool-cat slate of rock, alt-country, jazz and metal concerts, but it’s worth stopping by even if you’re not here to see a show. In the basement, dimly lit Punch House feels like a cross between a speakeasy and your uncle’s 1970s den, with wood-paneled walls and a huge fish tank. Eight types of alcoholic punch are on tap, served in a glass, carafe or group-sized bowl. Tack Room is a feisty piano bar where performers often take requests and let the patrons be the main act.

Drinking in Pilsen & Near South Side: Our Picks

Alulu Brewery & Pub: Join Pilsen’s bohemians at the reclaimed wood tables for a flight of playful house-made suds. hours vary

Pilsen Yards: Hip hangout with a huge all-weather patio and a Mexican-accented menu. Try to track down the 16-seat Alderman speakeasy. hours vary

Moody Tongue: The world’s first brewery with two Michelin stars. The beers pair perfectly with New American plates. 5-10pm Wed-Sat

Skylark: Artsy patrons play pinball, snap pics in the photo booth, sip strong drinks and scarf down the awesome tater tots. Cash only. 4pm-2am



WALKING TOUR OF PILSEN’S STREET ART
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Murals are a traditional Mexican art form and they’re splashed all over Pilsen’s buildings, bringing a rainbow of color to this corner of Chicago. This walking tour offers just a small taste of those on display.

Start at the 1 18th Street L station. Murals cover every inch of the walls and stairs. Aztec gods and skeletons predominate. Walk west on 18th St to Wood St and turn south, stopping to look at 2 All About the Women, a mural of important Latinas, including Mexican artist Frida Kahlo. Sitting pretty to the south is 3 Heritage. Xōchipilli, the Aztec god of love, flowers and summer, watches over children in Harrison Park.

Carry on to 19th St. On the southwest corner, the central character of 4 Under the Street Lights is a childlike figure wearing a red bird mask. Turn west on 19th St, passing the fabulous National Museum of Mexican Art.

At 19th and Wolcott Sts, 5 Fight to Stay is a call to action for the neighborhood from artists Hector Duarte and Gabriel Villa to resist the gentrification of Pilsen. According to census numbers, this area lost more than 10,000 Latino residents from 2011 to 2020. Duarte, who has painted more than 50 murals around Chicago, covered his own home and studio with the enormous 6 Gulliver in Wonderland. It shows a giant, outstretched Mexican immigrant as Gulliver who is trying to break free from the barbed wire that binds him.

Follow Cullerton St east, turning north on Paulina St. At 18th Pl, admire the mosaics on the walls of 7 Cooper Dual Language Academy, which show a diverse range of Mexican icons, from a portrait of farmworker advocate Dolores Huerta to guitar-shredding Carlos Santana.







Hyde Park & South Side

[image: ]

UNIVERSITY BRAINS AND BLACK HISTORY

Chicago’s South Side is undergoing a renaissance. The Griffin Museum of Science and Industry is still the big draw for visitors, but it’s the smaller spots, many focusing on Black stories, that truly fly the flag for this neighborhood.
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The South Side spans a huge area made up of many districts, and the sometimes stark duality of the neighborhood at large – heavy industry vs higher education, boarded-up blight vs legacy wealth – is very much visible. Activists, artists and neighborhood advocates are working to close the gap.

For visitors, most sights are concentrated in Hyde Park, home to the University of Chicago, plus bookstores galore and sights like Frank Lloyd Wright’s Robie House. Walk east to hit the crowd-favorite Griffin Museum of Science and Industry and Jackson Park, where the Barack Obama Presidential Center is under construction. On the university’s west side are the small but mighty DuSable Black History Museum and the Arts Block, which has repurposed abandoned buildings into incubators of creativity.

To the north is Bronzeville, the historic heart of Chicago’s Black arts and cultural scene once known as the ‘Black Metropolis’. During the Great Migration, the biggest mass movement in US history, millions of Black people left the South between 1910 and 1970, and some 500,000 settled in Chicago. The Chicago Defender, a major Black newspaper, encouraged this exodus, though arrivals were generally limited to living in an area of the South Side known as the ‘Black Belt’. Projects are underway to show off the district’s history.

A short distance west of Bronzeville is Bridgeport, a traditionally working-class neighborhood that has become a pocket of cool, sprinkled with artists’ studios, hip restaurants and community taprooms. The White Sox also play here, making the area ideal for an evening visit.

Beyond these areas, neighborhoods are slowly piecing themselves together again in the shadow of some of the country’s bleakest housing projects, the neglected flip side of the immaculately groomed Chicago pictured in marketing materials. Stony Island Arts Bank and The Plant are examples of positive transformation.
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Don’t Miss…

GRIFFIN MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY

Explore a U-boat, a mock tornado and body slices at this massive science museum.

ROBIE HOUSE

Gawk at the eye-popping stained glass and horizontal design of Frank Lloyd Wright’s Prairie-Style masterpiece.

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

Dive into the past and present at campus museums, admire the neogothic architecture or lounge in the quad.

DUSABLE BLACK HISTORY MUSEUM

The exhibits at this small institution tell the story of Chicago’s Black community.

WALKING IN OBAMA’S FOOTSTEPS

See the former president’s Chicago home and devour his favorite breakfast.

PULLMAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

Wander around the USA’s first company town, built to house 12,000 construction workers.


 

TOP TIP

Metra, not the L, is the easiest way to reach the Griffin Museum of Science and Industry and attractions around the University of Chicago, as well as Pullman National Historical Park. Some buses run express from the Loop. Ventra cards are not valid for travel on Metra trains.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Griffin Museum of Science and Industry

2Robie House

SIGHTS

357th Street Beach

463rd Street Beach

5Arts Incubator

6Bond Chapel

7DuSable Black History Museum

8Garden of the Phoenix

9Guaranteed Rate Field

10Hyde Park Art Center

11Illinois Institute of Technology

12Institute for the Study of Ancient Cultures

13Jackson Park

14Johnny Twist Blues Museum

15KAM Isaiah Israel

16Main Quadrangle

17Margaret T Burroughs Beach

(see 11)McCormick Tribune Campus Center

18Nuclear Energy

19Obama’s House

20Promontory Point

21Rockefeller Memorial Chapel

(see 11)Rowe Village

22Smart Museum of Art

(see 11)SR Crown Hall

23University of Chicago

SLEEPING

24Hamlin House B&B

25Sophy Hyde Park

26The Study at the University of Chicago

EATING

2714 Parish

2861st Street Farmers Market

29Bronzeville Winery

30Carver 47 Food & Wellness Market

31Gorée Cuisine

32Pearl’s Place

33Plein Air Cafe

34Roux

35Saucy Porka

36Valois

37Virtue

DRINKING

(see 28)Build Coffee

38Cove Lounge

(see 35)Jimmy’s Woodlawn Tap

39TrueNorth Cafe

40Turner Haus

ENTERTAINMENT

41African Festival of the Arts

42Bud Billiken Parade

43Court Theatre

44Green Line Performing Arts Center

45Hyde Park Summer Fest

46Promontory

SHOPPING

4757th Street Books

48First Aid Comics

49L1 Retail Store

50Powell’s

(see 33)Seminary Co-op Bookstore

51University of Chicago Bookstore



Garden of the Phoenix

A haven of tranquility

South of the Griffin Museum of Science and Industry, the Garden of the Phoenix, a relic of the Japanese pavilion at the 1893 World’s Fair, floats on Wooded Island in Jackson Park.

This tranquil Japanese garden feels a world away from the city, with a small bridge, waterfall, stepping stones and koi pond. More than 190 cherry trees blossom in April or early May, drawing crowds. Outside the front gate to the garden stands Yoko Ono’s sculpture Sky Landing, comprised of 12 large steel lotus petals.


Griffin Museum of Science & Industry

The biggest science museum in the Western Hemisphere

Housed in a building originally constructed for the 1893 World’s Fair, the Griffin Museum of Science and Industry packs in a huge amount of fun. The museum is big enough to contain a WWII German U-boat, a full-scale replica of a coal mine shaft, a 3500-sq-ft model railroad, Chicago’s only five-story domed movie theater and more in its 35,000 artifacts spread across more than 9 acres of exhibition space. Dedicate a day to this massive museum.

Level 1 contains the U-505 submarine, as long as a city block. It was towed for 3000 miles through the St Lawrence Seaway and four of the five Great Lakes, plus the more complicated 0.15-mile overland journey from Lake Michigan, to reach the museum. The highlight is going on board and touring the claustrophobic quarters (extra fee). Don’t miss the Apollo 8 lunar module and the ‘fairy castle’ dollhouse with mini chandeliers made of real diamonds elsewhere on this floor.

Level 2 rolls out lots of trains. ‘Science Storms’ lets you conjure a multistory mock tornado and simulate a tsunami. Drop into the realistic shaft of a coal mine, the museum’s first exhibit when it opened in 1933 (extra fee).

Level 3 hangs Nazi-emblemed dive bombers, British Spitfires and a 1960s Boeing 727 that you can walk through from the ceiling. In ‘You! The Experience’, cadavers displayed in half-inch-thick slices have been scaring kids for decades.
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PLANNING YOUR VISIT

Tickets

Joining a guided tour is the only way to go inside Robie House. Book tickets online in advance to guarantee a spot (flwright.org). Proceeds support ongoing preservation efforts of the home.

Tour options

Standard tours last 45 minutes and run every half-hour from Thursday to Monday, while 1½-hour in-depth tours take place once in the afternoon on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays. The self-guided outdoor audio tour available for an additional fee adds a few details about the surrounding neighborhood but isn’t worth it.



Robie House

Frank Lloyd Wright’s Prairie-style masterwork

Of the numerous buildings that Frank Lloyd Wright designed around Chicago, none is more famous or influential than Robie House. It’s a masterpiece of Prairie Style, the first type of architecture considered uniquely American. The look is meant to reflect the Midwest’s landscape – low-slung with long horizontal lines and lots of earthy colors – and stands in stark contrast to the Gothic Revival University of Chicago buildings across the street.

Frederick C Robie, a forward-thinking businessman who dealt in bicycle parts and early auto machinery, was only 28 years old when he commissioned Wright to build a modern house for his family. Construction was completed in 1910. The house cost about $60,000 to build – furniture, light fixtures and 174 art glass windows included. The Robies’ residency was short-lived – after 14 months, financial and marital problems forced them to sell the house.

After the Robies, the house passed from the Taylor family to the Wilber family. In 1926, the Wilbers sold it to the Chicago Theological Seminary for use as a dormitory. The seminary twice announced plans to raze the structure and build a bigger dorm: in 1941, when a letter-writing campaign saved the house, and again in 1957, when 90-year-old Frank Lloyd Wright himself pleaded for the home to be preserved. It became a landmark in the 1970s.

Robie House opened for guided tours in 2019 after an extensive restoration brought the interior back to Wright’s original vision.
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MORE IN HYDE PARK & SOUTH SIDE

Neogothic Splendor at the University of Chicago

Admiring the architecture of a college campus

Founded in 1890 and financed in large part by oil tycoon John D Rockefeller, the University of Chicago is a prestigious institution. Faculty and students have racked up 99 Nobel Prizes within UChicago’s hallowed halls. The original campus was constructed in Gothic Revival style in a nod to the venerable universities of Oxford and Cambridge across the pond, and it’s worth strolling through the quads and campus for a helping of historic architecture.

Opened in 1928 but looking centuries older, the Rockefeller Memorial Chapel has more than 100 stone sculptures adorning its exterior, not just of religious figures but also of Dante, Milton, Plato and actual 20th-century students. At first glance, the interior appears austere until your eyes take in the oak woodcarvings on the organ and the art-deco medallioned vaulted ceiling, illuminated by several lightly colored stained-glass windows, the largest of which is more than 46ft high.

At 207ft, the chapel’s tower is the tallest building on campus, and you can climb the 271 spiral steps on an hour-long tour to see the carillon, the largest musical instrument ever built, with 72 bells made of 100 tons of bronze. The journey takes you above the chapel’s false ceiling on a catwalk and into the playing cabin with a carillonneur in action. From the top of the tower, you can look out over Lake Michigan and the Chicago cityscape as well as into Indiana and Michigan. Tours take place Tuesdays to Fridays at 11:30am and 4:30pm during the academic year. The carillonneurs even take music requests (rockefeller.uchicago.edu/the-carillon/music-request).

The Rockefeller’s much smaller sibling, the Bond Chapel, was built in 1926. The 150-seat chapel is worth a peek for its harmonious use of sculpture, woodcarvings and stained glass.

To truly blend in as a student, visit on a sunny day and stake your claim in one of the scattered seats in the Main Quadrangle, soaking up the rays.


BEST BOOKSHOPS NEAR UCHICAGO

Seminary Co-op Bookstore

Local scholars adore this awesomely academic place – you might run into a Nobel Laureate or three.

57th Street Books

Descend the stairs to this basement-level shop to explore a labyrinth of low-slung rooms that go way deeper than the popular titles.

Powell’s

Chicago’s leading independent store for used books can get you just about any title ever published.

University of Chicago Bookstore

The college’s official textbook dealer also has a huge selection of UChicago maroon merch.

First Aid Comics

Huge selection of comics, board games and collectibles presided over by knowledgeable staff.



Eating & Drinking in Hyde Park: Best Cafes Near UChicago

Plein Air Cafe: Tasty hot drinks, French-accented dishes and views out over Robie House. 7am-8pm Mon-Fri, 8am-6pm Sat & Sun $

Roux: All-day breakfast menu stuffed with Southern sweets and comfort foods. 7am-9pm Thu-Sat, to 2.30pm Sun, Tue & Wed $

Build Coffee: This cozy spot with exposed brick walls is great for a sandwich and creatively flavored latte. 7.30am-3pm Tue-Fri, from 9am Sat $

TrueNorth Cafe: Chilled-out local coffee shop with colorful metal seats to sip on specialty lattes, iced teas, smoothies and protein shakes. 7.30am-4pm $


1893 WORLD’S FAIR

The World’s Columbian Exposition, also called the Chicago World’s Fair, marked the 400th anniversary of Christopher Columbus’ arrival in the Americas. The event covered 690 acres in and around Jackson Park with ‘temporary’ neoclassical buildings, earning it the nickname ‘White City’. The Griffin Museum of Science and Industry was originally built as the fair’s Palace of Fine Arts, and many of the exhibits stood in the Midway Plaisance, a long, thin park that still provides a breath of fresh air for the University of Chicago.

More than 27 million people attended, at a time when the US population was just 63 million, and the world was introduced to such notable inventions as zippers, Ferris wheels and Pabst Blue Ribbon beer.



Art & Artifacts at UChicago’s Museums

Free for the seeing

For culture vultures and travelers on a student budget, the University of Chicago has two worthwhile museums that are free for all to visit.

The nearby neogothic chapels have nothing on the history on display at the Institute for the Study of Ancient Cultures, called the Oriental Institute until 2023. The University of Chicago’s famed archaeologists – Indiana Jones was supposedly based on one – cram their headquarters with more than 350,000 antiquities that span 10,000 years of human history, unearthed from ongoing digs in Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Turkey and elsewhere across West Asia and North Africa. Some of the most striking artifacts include a 17ft-tall statue of Tutankhamun from 1334 BCE and the 40-ton lamassu (winged bull with a human head) from an ancient royal palace in modern-day Iraq. The museum requests a donation from visitors, but there’s no pressure for it.

A few blocks north, the Smart Museum of Art, named after the founders of Esquire magazine who contributed the start-up money, is the official fine arts museum of the University of Chicago. The collection holds 5000 years’ worth of works. Twentieth-century paintings and sculptures, Central European expressionism and East Asian art are the strong suits. Mark Rothko, Andy Warhol and Wassily Kandinsky are just a few of the big-name artists in the rotating permanent collection. The original Frank Lloyd Wright–designed dining room table with built-in lights from nearby Robie House is sometimes on display here. The museum sometimes closes for weeks between exhibitions, so check online before you go (smartmuseum.uchicago.edu).

For art outside the gallery, walk a few minutes south to the sculpture called Nuclear Energy by Henry Moore. The atomic age began at the University of Chicago when Enrico Fermi and his Manhattan Project colleagues built a reactor and carried out the world’s first controlled atomic reaction on December 2, 1942. This sculpture marks the spot where history was made.

Eating & Drinking in Hyde Park: Our Picks Near UChicago

Saucy Porka: Fuses flavors from Puerto Rico and Asia, resulting in tasty, eclectic dishes. 10.30am-8pm Mon-Fri, from 11am Sat & Sun $

Jimmy’s Woodlawn Tap: Many of the geniuses of our age have killed brain cells in this delightfully dark and beery dive. Cash only. 10.30am-2am

Cove Lounge: A cash-only neighborhood mainstay for decades with worn swivel chairs, a jazzy jukebox and a decent craft beer selection. 11am-2am

Promontory: Hyde Park’s first hipster music hall hosts DJs and jazz, soul and funk musicians. Dance along with a cocktail in hand. hours vary

Black Power at the DuSable Black History Museum

Chicago’s Black history from DuSable to Obama

The DuSable Black History Museum was the first independent institution in the country dedicated to Black art, history and culture. Originally started in 1961 in the home of Margaret Burroughs, a high school art teacher, it moved to a former administration building in Washington Park and was later renamed for Chicago’s first non-Native settler, Jean Baptiste Point DuSable, a French Canadian of Haitian descent.

The collection features artworks and photography, and permanent exhibits illustrate the Black experience in the United States from slavery through the Civil Rights movement. Rotating exhibits cover a range of topics, such as Chicago blues music or the Black Panther movement. The museum is now affiliated with the Smithsonian.

While it spans two floors, the museum is fairly small and doesn’t take long to go through. The most interesting part is the ‘Freedom, Resistance and Journey Toward Equality’ exhibit on the lower level, which provides a bite-size take on race relations in Chicago and around the country. It features some disturbing artifacts, such as a four-spiked iron collar used by slavers as punishment, a white Ku Klux Klan cloak and the bullet-hole-riddled door of the Black Panther party’s Chicago headquarters, that make for painful but necessary viewing.

[image: jpg]

Institute for the Study of Ancient Cultures | Lauren Keith ©


CHICAGO DEFENDER

Founded in 1905, the Chicago Defender is one of the most important Black newspapers in the country, playing a role in major moments in Black history in the US for generations. The newspaper campaigned for Black Southerners to move to Chicago in what became known as the Great Migration, and it published photos of Black teenager Emmett Till’s beaten body during his open-casket funeral in 1955. Nearly a century ago, it started the Bud Billiken Parade, the largest such Black event in the country, which is still going strong, featuring drill teams, dancers and floats.

In 2019, the publication went from print to online only (chicagodefender.com), but it remains a stalwart of Black news in Chicago and beyond.



Eating in Hyde Park & South side: Best Black-owned eateries

Virtue: Elevated Southern soul food that hits the spot from award-winning chef Erick Williams. 4-9pm Sun, Wed & Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat $$

14 Parish: Transport yourself to a tropical island with Caribbean cuisine of fried plantains, jerk catfish and pineapple rice. hours vary $$

Gorée Cuisine: Devour richly spiced Senegalese dishes, best accompanied with bissap (hibiscus flower drink). 11am-10pm Thu-Sat, to 9pm Sun, Mon & Wed $$

Dat Donut: The master-piece is the Big Dat, a glazed doughnut the size of a hubcap. Smaller rings are available too. 5.30am-10pm Mon-Sat, 6.30am-5pm Sun $


NEIGHBORHOOD FESTIVALS & EVENTS

Bud Billiken Parade

On the second Saturday of August, this huge parade (the USA’s largest Black celebration) features community floats, drill teams and dancers.

Hyde Park Summer Fest

Tens of thousands head to the Midway Plaisance for this weekend music festival in June that puts on hip-hop artists and house DJs.

African Festival of the Arts

Soulful music and global eats bring crowds to Washington Park for this annual event, which usually takes place over Labor Day weekend in September.

Hyde Park Jazz Festival

This free two-day September festival takes over the neighborhood streets and indoor venues for top-notch performances.



Garfield Boulevard’s Developing Corridor of Creativity

Art takes over abandoned buildings

An initiative by the University of Chicago and community artists is breathing new life into unused buildings along Garfield Blvd west of Washington Park, called Arts Block (artsandpubliclife.org). The first venue to open was the Arts Incubator, which revamped an abandoned 1920s terracotta building that had been vacant for more than two decades into a space for exhibitions and community projects led by artists of color.

Next to the L train tracks from Garfield station, the Green Line Performing Arts Center repurposed a nightclub once owned by famed boxer Joe Louis. It has an 80-seat black box theater for music, dance and storytelling performances, and an outdoor courtyard for public programs and open-air film screenings. Much of the programming is free, including the monthly First Mondays Jazz series. Outside, movie screenings, live theater, music sets and artsy markets take place on the Arts Lawn during warmer months.

Check the Facebook page (facebook.com/artspubliclife) or events calendar (artsandpubliclife.org/apl-events-calendar) to see what’s on in each of the locations.

Under the tracks inside Chicago’s first L station, constructed in 1892, the L1 Retail Store provides a brick-and-mortar shop for three South Side POC entrepreneurs for two years. In 2024, the shop started selling printed tees by prgrssn, gemstone accessories from Soma Gems Jewelry and handcrafted candles and wall tapestries featuring hip-hop lyrics from Callie Decor.
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Cashing in on Culture

Black art in a former bank

The drive behind Arts Block was Theaster Gates, a UChicago professor of visual arts. As part of his Rebuild Foundation, he is involved in rehabilitating even more structures around Chicago’s South Side, including Stony Island Arts Bank. Gates bought this tumbledown 1923 former bank building for $1 and has radically transformed it into a fascinating Black cultural center and gallery.

The collection contains the 5000-album vinyl trove of local DJ Frankie Knuckles (the ‘godfather of house music’); books and magazines from the in-house library of Johnson Publishing Company, which printed Ebony and Jet; and a roomful of racist ‘negrobilia’ items. The vintage glass lantern slides (60,000 of them, of art through the ages) and stacked-to-the-rafters library of Black art and history books are other cool sets to browse.

The events and exhibits are free to visit. Hours can vary depending on season and exhibitions, so check the website (rebuild-foundation.org) before heading out.


BARACK OBAMA PRESIDENTIAL CENTER

Obama got his start in politics in Chicago, and soon the city will house the most important artifacts from his presidency. Set to open in 2026, the Barack Obama Presidential Center will cover more than 19 acres in Jackson Park The complex will include a museum, exhibition spaces, an auditorium, recording studios, a branch of the Chicago Public Library and a gym with an NBA-regulation basketball court.

The museum will take up four floors of an eight-story tower, and at the top, a room with floor-to-ceiling windows will show off views of Lake Michigan and the city. It will be the first fully digital presidential library, as 95% of the documents were ‘born digital’ (eg Word documents, photos, tweets and emails).



Path to the Presidency

Following in Barack Obama’s South Side footsteps

The story of Chicago’s South Side is now forever intertwined with Barack Obama, the first Black president of the United States, and former First Lady Michelle, who grew up in the South Shore neighborhood. When Barack was a constitutional law professor at the University of Chicago Law School, the Obamas lived in Hyde Park. They purchased the handsome redbrick Georgian-style house at 5046 S Greenwood Ave in 2005 and stayed there until Barack became president in 2008. The Obamas still own the house, though they chose to stay in Washington, DC, after his time in office. Don’t be put off by the barricades and Secret Service signs – the sidewalk directly in front of the house is off limits, but you can snap a photo from the street, which is closed to cars at the intersection with Hyde Park Blvd.


One of Barack’s favorite restaurants is in the neighborhood, and he often drops in when he’s back in Chicago. Valois is a cash-only cafeteria where you slide your tray along the fast-moving line as it’s loaded up with pancakes, omelets and bacon at breakfast or sandwiches, baked chicken or hamburger steak with onions at lunch. Perhaps it’s a surprising choice for a former president, but he often held meetings at a corner table here in his early days as a community organizer. Barack’s favorite orders are shown on a board to possibly sway your choice. The list starts with steak and eggs, but on more recent visits, he’s picked healthier options: egg whites, turkey sausage, wheat toast and hot tea.


BEST BEACHES & PARKS

Margaret T Burroughs Beach

Also known as 31st St Beach, this underrated strand has great skyline views and a boat harbor that rents jet skis, kayaks and stand-up paddleboards.

57th Street Beach

Surfers say this mellow beach is the best place to hang ten.

63rd Street Beach

A restored beach house with dramatic breezeways and a splash park loved by little ones.

Palmisano Park

Urban prairie landscape on the site of an old limestone quarry with views of distant Chicago skyscrapers.

Promontory Point

This 12-acre artificial peninsula juts into Lake Michigan. The castle-like Field House is a top spot for wedding receptions.



Changing Tides in Bridgeport

From industry to art

The diverse neighborhood of Bridgeport is off the radar of most Chicago visitors, but it secrets away an impressive cluster of cultural spots worth checking out. Because of the neighborhood’s location on a branch of the Chicago River, it was a favorite location for sprawling warehouses in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Traces of industry still linger, but many of the huge brick buildings have been converted into roomy galleries and artist studios. The best time to visit this area is on the third Friday of the month when the studios open to the public between 7pm and 10pm.

Bridgeport Art Center is housed in the historic Spiegel warehouse, a mail-order retailer that once competed with Sears and Montgomery Ward. Exhibitions in a variety of media run for about six weeks and take place throughout the year; check the website to see what’s on next (bridgeportart.com).

East on 35th St, Zhou B Art Center (zhoubartcenter.com) fills another massive old warehouse with galleries and studios. The main exhibition spaces show contemporary paintings and sculptures by well-known international artists. The center also participates in the popular Third Friday Open Studios event.

Relocated to Bridgeport from Chinatown in 2022, the Heritage Museum of Asian Art is one of just three galleries in the country that shows exclusively Asian art. The elegant permanent collection has jades, bronzes, lacquered furniture, porcelain bowls, silver teapots and other decorative arts from cultures around Asia. Entry is free on Third Fridays, but this museum is also open Thursdays to Sundays, making it a good choice if you’re in town at a different time of the month.

Eating & Drinking in Bridgeport: Our Picks

Duck Inn: Make the journey to this superb gastropub for its rotisserie duck or the Duck Inn Dog. 5-10pm Tue-Sat, 10.30am-10pm Sun $$$

Marz Community Brewing: Wonderfully weird and artsy brewery hiding in an industrial corridor. 4-11pm Mon-Fri, noon-midnight Sat, to 9pm Sun

Maria’s Packaged Goods & Community Bar: Combination bar and liquor store. Grab Korean-Polish grub at next-door Kimski. hours vary

Bridgeport Coffee: Laid-back spot serving single-origin, house-roasted coffee under lofty pressed-tin ceilings. 6am-8pm Mon-Fri, from 7am Sat, 8am-6pm Sun


Watch the White Sox at Guaranteed Rate Field

Take me out to the ball game

The White Sox, the Cubs’ South Side rivals, play at the modern Guaranteed Rate Field stadium. Tickets are usually cheaper and easier to get than at Wrigley Field – a 2024 report found that tickets to a White Sox game are the least expensive of all the Major League Baseball teams.

Because sellouts aren’t usually an issue, you can stroll up to the ballpark box office on game day and buy a ticket. The ballpark sports a couple of cool features, such as the Craft Lodge, where you sip a terrific microbrew practically on right field, and the statues of famous former players near the outfield.
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BRONZEVILLE

Once known as ‘Black Metropolis’, Bronzeville has been a hub of Black life in Chicago since the 1920s. Jazz wafted from the clubs along 43rd and 47th Sts, where Louis Armstrong and Duke Ellington performed, and artists, musicians and writers drew inspiration from the scene. Famous residents have included musician Nat ‘King’ Cole, civil rights activist Ida B Wells and poet Gwendolyn Brooks.

By the 1990s, the neighborhood had lost half its population and was pocked with abandoned buildings. However, Bronzeville retained its strong sense of pride, and community organizers have set about revitalizing the district. In 2022, Bronzeville was designated a National Heritage Area, and several community projects are underway to bring neglected buildings and vacant lots back to life.



Eating & Drinking in Bronzeville: Our Picks

Carver 47 Food & Wellness Market: Plant-adorned cafe with big breakfasts, flaky pastries and fresh smoothies. 8am-4pm Tue-Sat $

Bronzeville Winery: Get wined and dined with elevated American plates and flights of vino. 4-9pm Wed & Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, 10am-9pm Sun $$

Pearl’s Place: This old-school spot feels a little like grandma’s house, with white tablecloths and heaped helpings of soul food. 8am-7pm $$

Turner Haus: One of Chicago’s few Black-owned breweries names its beers after women in the family. 4-9pm Thu & Fri, 1-7pm Sat, to 5pm Sun


Architecture Geek-Out at the Illinois Institute of Technology

Mies van der Rohe and more

A leader in tech, industrial design and architecture, the Illinois Institute of Technology owes much of its look to Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, the famed modernist architect who was the last director of the Bauhaus in Germany. He fled the Nazis for Chicago in 1938 and accepted a position as head of IIT’s architecture department. From 1940 until his retirement in 1958, he designed 22 campus buildings that reflected his ‘less is more’ tenet of architecture, combining simple, black-metal frames with glass and brick infills.

The undisputed masterpiece is SR Crown Hall, appropriately home to the College of Architecture. The 1956 building, close to the center of campus, appears to be a transparent glass box floating between its translucent base and suspended roof. At night, it glows from within like an illuminated jewel.


Mies van der Rohe isn’t the only architectural hero whose works are on campus. Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas designed the 2003 McCormick Tribune Campus Center with its simple lines and striking en-tubing of the L tracks that run overhead. Helmut Jahn, who studied at IIT, designed the Rowe Village residence halls, a strip of rounded glass and steel that has been called one of the ‘coolest dorms in the nation’ by US News & World Report.

Chicago Architecture Center offers two-hour walking tours of IIT’s notable buildings (exteriors only) a handful of times from May through September.
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Growing at The Plant

Former meatpacking factory goes green

Located in the Back of the Yards neighborhood, so named for the square mile of stockyards and slaughterhouses that once stood here, The Plant is now one of Chicago’s most fascinating experiments in sustainability. Inside this enormous former meatpacking facility, a community of food producers is engaged in a local circular economy, a collaborative experiment to eliminate waste – here, one business’ trash is truly another’s treasure.

Each business housed in The Plant tries to make its waste useful for another. For instance, spent grains from the Whiner Beer Company brewery are transformed into compost for the on-site garden, and carbon dioxide from the beer fermentation process feeds algae and microgreens growing in indoor vertical farms. Bacteria and wild yeast from the farm and wooden barrels mix with beer during the brewing process, helping it ferment. Waste honeycomb from the rooftop beehives is also mixed into some of Whiner’s brews.

Tours of the building run on some Sundays; check online for the schedule (insidetheplant.com/planavisit). The small Packingtown Museum details the history of the neighborhood through stories of the families that immigrated here to work in the stockyards.

Even if you miss the events and tours, it’s worth making the trip just for the Belgian-style barrel-aged beers at Whiner. Its main pour is Le Tub, a wild farmhouse saison, best enjoyed in the plant-filled industrial taproom. Say hello to the turtles and fish in the 3000-gallon indoor wetland habitat near the entrance.


UNION STOCKYARDS

Chicago’s stockyards once processed more meat than anywhere else in the world. At their peak in the 1920s, the stockyards occupied a square mile of land and employed 40,000 people who slaughtered upwards of nine million cows and pigs a year.

The castle-like triple-arched limestone Union Stockyards Gate was once the main entrance to the vast complex and now sits forlornly among low-rise commercial buildings. For more than a century, Chicago’s meatpacking district flourished, despite the publication of Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle, a novel based on his undercover work here. After WWII, it became cheaper to slaughter animals closer to where they were raised, and major meat suppliers Swift and Armour abandoned their facilities in the 1950s.



South Side Museums Coming Soon

Cultural works in progress

Chicago’s South Side has such a wealth of history that it seems like every other building has an important story to tell. Several museums, particularly in the former homes of neighborhood notables, are in the works. Most are awaiting funding, so they don’t have a specific opening timeframe yet; check the websites to find out the latest.

Gospel music got its start at Pilgrim Baptist Church, originally built as a synagogue by famed architects Dankmar Adler and Louis Sullivan in 1890. Unfortunately, the opulent structure was burned beyond repair in 2006 when a roof repairman lost control of his blowtorch, and a 2020 storm dealt another blow, turning most of the south wall into rubble. The crumbling building is slated to become the National Museum of Gospel Music, pending further funding (nationalmuseumofgospelmusic.org).

In the Kenwood neighborhood, the former home of Elijah Muhammad, founder of the Nation of Islam, is also set to become a museum (instagram.com/sajdahhouse).

To the east, impromptu jam sessions with Howlin’ Wolf and Chuck Berry once erupted in the front yard of Muddy Waters’ house. Waters was Chicago’s main bluesman, so everyone who was anyone came to pay homage. Waters lived in Kenwood for 20 years, until 1974, and now his great-granddaughter is busy converting the building into the Muddy Waters MOJO Museum (mojomuseum.com).

In 1955, Emmett Till, a Black teenager, took a trip from his home in Chicago to visit relatives in Mississippi, where white supremacists kidnapped, tortured and lynched him. Ground broke on the Emmett Till and Mamie Till-Mobley House museum in 2023, on what would have been Emmett’s 82nd birthday (blacksingreen.org/till-house-museum).


SOUTH SIDE DEEP DIVE

If you’ve already ticked the neighborhood’s main attractions off your list, try these lesser-known gems.

Hyde Park Art Center

Shows contemporary works by Chicagoans, many of them students of the center’s classes.

61st Street Farmers Market

Goodies from family farms, plus cooking demonstrations and live music.

Court Theatre

Focuses on great works from the Greeks and Shakespeare to August Wilson.

KAM Isaiah Israel

This synagogue is a domed masterpiece in the Byzantine style with acoustics that are said to be perfect.

Johnny Twist Blues Museum

Blues history through clippings and photography explained by the museum’s founder, a blues star himself.




All Aboard at Pullman National Historical Park

Walk the streets of a capitalist’s fallen ‘utopia’

Part of the National Park Service, Pullman National Historical Park offers a look into the USA’s first company town and how it shaped architecture, urban planning, race relations and labor policy. George Pullman was the president of Pullman’s Palace Car Company, which supplied luxurious sleeper cars to railroad companies, and he started his namesake community in 1880 to provide his 12,000 workers, originally mostly immigrants, with homes in a ‘wholesome’ environment. He built houses, apartments, stores, a hotel and churches. The town’s careful design was based on French models and featured an aesthetic unknown in workers’ housing then or now.

However, business went sour in 1893 when a countrywide economic depression hit. Pullman cut workers’ pay but didn’t lower their rent. A violent strike ensued in 1894, and life in the community was never the same afterward. Pullman died in 1897 – his grave in Uptown’s Graceland Cemetery is sealed in a block of concrete to prevent angry union members from digging him up – and the town was sold off shortly after.
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The neighborhood was slated for demolition in the 1960s to make way for new industrial facilities, but residents rallied to save their community. Former president and Chicago resident Barack Obama added the neighborhood to the national park system in 2015, and it was redesignated from a national monument to a national historic park in 2022. As such, the visitor experience is still a work in progress – the NPS runs parts of the park, while other buildings are operated by community groups. Annoyingly, tours from the various groups start at similar times, and the opening hours don’t always align across the various museums. Don’t mind the burnt-out hulk of a building on 111th St when you arrive: you are in the right place.

The National Park Service runs the free Pullman Visitor Center in the Clock Tower building, opened in 2021, and its informative exhibits are a good place to start your explorations. Free NPS ranger-led tours of the grounds leave at 2pm daily.

On the south side of 111th St, the Pullman House Project puts on informative walking tours of the neighborhood daily at 1pm; book online in advance (pullmanathome.org/tours). While you’re free to roam around the neighborhood yourself – it’s still mostly private residences – joining one of these tours is the only way to go inside some of the historic homes. The welcome center and the Pullman Club Coffee cafe are inside the mansion where the plant manager once lived.

South along Cottage Grove Ave, the Historic Pullman Foundation Exhibit Hall has free-to-visit displays (11am to 3pm Thursday to Sunday) and also runs 1½-hour walking tours on the first Sunday of the month from May through October.

In June, Pullman Railroad Days shows off historic Pullman cars decked out in their luxurious splendor. They pull up on the tracks at the 111th St Metra station.
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PLANNING YOUR VISIT TO PULLMAN NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK

Getting here

Treat a visit to Pullman like a day trip. The site, located on Chicago’s far south side, is easy to reach by public transport but takes a while. Metra’s Electric Line trains make the 40-minute journey to 111th St (Pullman) station approximately once an hour from Millennium Station in downtown Chicago. Ventra cards are not valid, but you can use the Ventra app to buy Metra tickets.

Eating

The immediate vicinity around the national historical park doesn’t have many food options, especially if you’re visiting without a car. Pullman Club Coffee serves hot drinks, donuts, muffins and other snacks.




PULLMAN PORTERS

After the Civil War, George Pullman employed formerly enslaved Black men to work in his sleeper cars. These jobs helped create the Black middle class, but Pullman porters still endured unfair working conditions and had to put up with frequent humiliation – they were often called ‘George’ instead of their real names, harkening back to plantation masters.

Pullman was the country’s biggest employer of Black people. In 1925, Asa Philip Randolph created the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, the first Black labor union. Within a decade, it had won concessions from Pullman. About a mile north of the Pullman Visitor Center, the A Philip Randolph Pullman Porter Museum documents this history, but it’s undergoing expansion work with no set reopening date.





EXPLORING PULLMAN
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The company town of Pullman spanned more than 6 sq miles, and exploring this quiet neighborhood’s historic homes and buildings today is best on foot. Besides the visitor center, the buildings’ interiors are not open, though signing up for a tour with the Pullman House Project unlocks some doors.

After digging into the background at the 1 Pullman Visitor Center inside the grand neogothic Clock Tower building, leave through the west doors. Go south to the 2 main gate, where striking workers started one of the country’s biggest labor protests in 1894.

Cross 111th St and walk west to Forrestville Ave. Named after Pullman’s favorite daughter, 3 Hotel Florence opened in 1881 and offered 50 rooms for visiting businessmen, plus a dining room, a billiard room and the town’s only bar (off limits to factory workers). Pullman had a special suite for when he visited; he lived in a mansion in the chic Prairie Avenue District. Go south on St Lawrence Ave to the jade-colored 4 Greenstone Church, finished in 1882 and clad in serpentine limestone. It was completed without any specific religious symbols and has been used by various denominations.

Head east on 112th St to 5 Market Hall, the Queen Anne–style structure where residents bought meat and produce. It’s been destroyed by fire three times, the first just over a decade after it opened. Four curving colonnaded apartment buildings ring the hollowed-out hall. Head north on Champlain Ave and turn east on 111th St to find 6 Dunbar House, named for a Scottish superintendent. The executives lived in the biggest and best houses closest to the Pullman plant. Rest your legs at 7 Pullman Club Coffee, inside the former plant manager’s mansion.







Day Trips
from Chicago

Just outside city limits, intriguing history, impressive art and good food unfurl between the Great Lakes and the Mississippi River.
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Chicago doesn’t hold all the cards, and when you’re ready to explore beyond the Windy City, day trips that appeal to architecture buffs, history nerds, foodies, beer lovers and outdoorsy types await. It’s worth leaving the city even if you only have time for a Chicago suburb or two. You might be surprised by how much there is to do in Oak Park and Evanston, and you can even get to both on the L.

Further afield in neighboring states, Wisconsin’s biggest city pulls in hopheads and food-focused travelers, and Indiana Dunes National Park is where you can get a dose of nature while looking back on Chicago’s skyscrapers from sunny beaches and woodsy trails.


Places

Oak Park

Wilmette

Evanston

Skokie

Glencoe

Milwaukee

Galena

Springfield

Route 66

Saugatuck

Indiana Dunes National Park
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Yes, the Midwest does have public transportation, and several of these day trips are possible without a car.




MORE ON FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT

Illinois is dotted with Frank Lloyd Wright buildings. Don’t miss Robie House in Hyde Park, the Rookery in the Loop or the Dana Thomas House in Springfield. For more about the man himself, turn to the Frank Lloyd Wright essay.



Oak ParkTIME FROM DOWNTOWN CHICAGO: 45 MINS [image: jpg]

Frank Lloyd Wright’s neighborhood

Accessible by Metra and L trains, the Chicago suburb of Oak Park is a repository of famed architect Frank Lloyd Wright’s early solo work. Wright lived here for two decades, from 1889 to 1909, and was only 22 years old when he built his Oak Park home, the first house he ever designed. He was soon drawing up plans for several neighbors, and Oak Park has 25 buildings designed by Wright, the most of anywhere in the world.

Access to the Frank Lloyd Wright Home & Studio is by guided tour only; it’s best to book your tickets online in advance so you’re not waiting around for the next open slot (flwright.org/tour/home-and-studio). Wright remodeled his home several times, and it’s been restored to its 1909 appearance. The hour-long walk-through reveals a fascinating place filled with original Wright-designed furniture and geometric details that made his Prairie-Style architecture distinctive. Look for personal additions, such as the stone sign with his name and logo outside the studio and the fireplace carved with his family motto: ‘Truth is life’.

Wright and his wife, Kitty, had six children in this home and the playroom is one of the most impressive spaces, with a barrel-vaulted ceiling and skylight, a bay of treetop-high leaded glass windows, a mural from The Arabian Nights painted above the Roman-brick fireplace and a piano half hidden under the stairs.

In 1898, Wright decided to combine work with pleasure and constructed an architectural studio attached to his residence by a corridor. He designed the space from top to bottom, including the furniture, as well as 150 projects for clients here.
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FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT SPECIAL TOURS & EVENTS

To explore the wider neighborhood around the Frank Lloyd Wright Home & Studio, take our DIY walking tour, pick up an audio guide at the Home & Studio (extra $10) or sign up for one of these extended tours.

Wright Around Oak Park

This 2½-hour small-group tour includes a longer visit to the Home & Studio, plus a walk past the exteriors of 10 Wright homes (flwright.org/tour/wright-around-oak-park).

Wright Plus Housewalk

The interiors of eight private Wright-designed homes open up to visitors on the third Saturday in May (flwright.org/wright-plus).

Pedal Oak Park

Bike tour of 21 Wright buildings (flwright.org/tour/pedal-oak-park).



Worship at the altar of architecture at Unity Temple

The concrete cube of Frank Lloyd Wright’s Unity Temple defies traditional ecclesiastical architecture, standing in stark contradiction to the Gothic Revival First United Church across Lake St. This 1908 Unitarian church is Wright’s only surviving public building constructed in Prairie Style.

The use of poured-in-place reinforced concrete, generally reserved for factories and warehouses in this era, was a financial decision – the previous church was struck by lightning and burned to the ground, and the congregation had a small budget for rebuilding. It gives Unity Temple a foreboding and slightly uninviting aura, but Wright thought it helped shelter the services from the busy streets outside.

Like many Wright buildings, the church’s entrance is slightly hidden, leading visitors on what he called a ‘path of discovery’. Inside, the sanctuary and social spaces feel much warmer, splashed with sunshine-yellow walls and actual rays streaming in through the skylights.

Explore at your leisure on a 45-minute self-guided tour (Monday to Saturday) or join a 45-minute guided tour from Monday to Friday. Longer, more in-depth tours leave on Saturdays.
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Eating & Drinking in Oak Park: Our Picks

Spilt Milk: Pick up a quiche or sandwich from this excellent bakery conveniently located near the Green Line. 8am-5pm Mon-Sat, to 2pm Sun $

Hemmingway’s Bistro: A few buildings south of Ernest’s birthplace, this elegant spot serves French favorites. 11am-8.30pm $$$

Citrine Cafe: Devour delicious Med-influenced dishes, dreamed up by the Serbia-born owner, steps from the Green Line station. hours vary $$$

Kinslahger Brewing Company: South of center, this gorgeous Prohibition-style taproom is a step up from a standard brewery. hours vary



EXPLORING OAK PARK’S ARCHITECTURE ON FOOT
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Oak Park has the densest concentration of Frank Lloyd Wright buildings in the world, and this walking tour takes in a few of his 25 buildings around town. The homes are still privately owned and not accessible to visitors.

Start at the 1 Frank Lloyd Wright Home & Studio, signing up in advance for a tour of the interior. Head south on Forest Ave, where Wright-designed residences line both sides of the street. One of the most unusual is the 2 Nathan G Moore House at 333 Forest Ave. In 1895, attorney Nathan Moore requested a home in Tudor Revival style, which Wright begrudgingly accepted as his first independent commission because he needed the money. After a fire in 1922, Wright took on the reconstruction and kept the English manor influence. Across the street at 318 Forest Ave, the 1902 3 Arthur Heurtley House looks much more classically Wright, with a low roof, long horizontal lines, leaded glass windows and two tones of Roman brick.

Turn east on Elizabeth Ct to find the 4 Laura Gale House (6 Elizabeth Ct) tucked away among mature trees. It’s more modest than many homes in this neighborhood, but Wright said the residence’s cantilevered balconies were the ‘progenitor of Fallingwater’ in Pennsylvania, perhaps his most famous construction.

Backtrack to Forest Ave. Wright considered the 5 Frank W Thomas House at 210 Forest Ave the first of his Prairie-Style houses. Outside the gate of 6 Austin Gardens, a bust of Frank Lloyd Wright is carved from a boulder.

Continue south on Forest Ave until the intersection with Lake St and turn east. At the corner of Lake and Kenilworth is the hulking concrete block of 7 Unity Temple.




MORE HEMINGWAY SIGHTS IN OAK PARK

Even though Hemingway rarely visited in adulthood, Oak Park is where his story started. Along with the Ernest Hemingway Birthplace museum, these locations are where he spent his formative years.

Oak Park & River Forest High School

Two of Hemingway’s English teachers encouraged him to write for the school newspaper. The next year, he wrote fiction for the high school literary magazine.

Ernest Hemingway’s Boyhood Home

After the death of her father, Hemingway’s mother moved the family to 600 N Kenilworth Ave. The home is still a private residence, so you cannot go inside, but a plaque marks the location.



 

The place where ‘Papa’ Hemingway was born

Oak Park was home to not one but two of the most influential – and perhaps egotistical – male creators of the 20th century. For the first six years of his life, author Ernest Hemingway lived in a Queen Anne home on Oak Park Ave, the first in the village to have electricity. His mother gave birth to him in a 2nd-floor bedroom in 1899, and the house has been restored to look as it did at the turn of the century. After Hemingway’s grandfather, who built the home, died in 1905, Ernest’s mother decided to sell the house and move elsewhere in Oak Park.

Despite Hemingway allegedly calling Oak Park ‘a village of wide lawns and narrow minds’, the town still pays homage to him by maintaining his childhood home as a museum. Visits are by guided tour only, which leave on the hour from 1pm to 4pm on Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays, and from 10am to 4pm on Saturdays. The museum also runs occasional guided tours of Hemingway sights around Oak Park from June through September.


WilmetteTIME FROM DOWNTOWN CHICAGO: 1 HR [image: jpg]

The only Bahá’í house of worship in North America

One of only eight in the world, the gleaming white Baháʼí House of Worship, completed in 1953, is a striking structure surrounded by lovely public gardens. The Baháʼí faith started in 19th-century Iran and teaches the oneness of humanity and that all major religions are instructions from the same god. The temple is covered with intricate carvings on its nine minaret-like pillars and 138ft-high dome – look for the Islamic star and crescent, Stars of David, and Christian crucifixes. Nine, the highest single number, is an important symbol of unity for Baháʼís, and the building has nine sides and nine entrances.

Visitors are free to explore the peaceful grounds inside and out. The welcome center explains more about the Baháʼí faith and the temple’s architecture. Lake Michigan is visible from any seat in the auditorium. Photography is not allowed inside the house of worship.

It’s a 10-minute walk from Linden L station, at the end of the Purple Line.

EvanstonTIME FROM DOWNTOWN CHICAGO: 75 MINS [image: jpg]

Block off time for on-campus art

A glassy departure from the standard campus architecture, the free-to-visit Block Museum of Art at Northwestern University is open to all, and hosts diverse and sometimes provocative exhibitions, often by Chicago-area artists, across three gallery spaces. Check the museum’s website (blockmuseum.northwestern.edu) to see what exhibitions and special events are on.

SkokieTIME FROM DOWNTOWN CHICAGO: 45 MINS [image: jpg]

Remembering millions of lives lost

The Illinois Holocaust Museum is the third-largest Holocaust museum in the world, after those in Jerusalem and Washington, DC. Haunting and thought-provoking exhibits include a Nazi-era rail car and high-definition holograms of Holocaust survivors who tell their stories and respond to questions from the audience. Real-life Holocaust survivors are sometimes on hand to answer questions too. Temporary exhibitions sometimes cover more light-hearted topics, such as Jewish delis in the USA.

The museum is located near a corporate business park outside of central Skokie, meaning that public transport options are time-consuming but possible. An easy option might be heading to Evanston’s Davis station on a Purple Line L or Metra train and then taking bus 208 for about 30 minutes. Airport-style security screening is in place at the museum entrance.


BEST SHOPS IN EVANSTON

Bookends & Beginnings

Its hidden alley location gives this bookshop a magical feel, and the wonders continue inside.

Mexican Shop

Rather than focusing on goods from Mexico, this shop stocks women’s clothing, jewelry and quirky gifts from around the world.

Stumble & Relish

One-of-a-kind souvenirs by independent artisans, many of whom live locally.

Dave’s Down to Earth Rock Shop

Five-decade-old shop of unique minerals and fossils, some of which are carved into pieces of jewelry and art.

Cultivate Urban Rainforest

It’s a jungle in here. This lush shop is bursting with flora of all sorts, plus lovely pots to put them in.



Eating & Drinking in Evanston: our Picks

Ovo Frito Cafe: Dig into the menu’s many Mexican-accented dishes for breakfast or lunch at this chilled-out cafe. 7am-2pm $

Hewn: Handcrafted pastries and naturally fermented breads pair with roasted coffee and sidewalk seating. 7am-5pm Tue-Fri, to 3pm Sat & Sun $

Mustard’s Last Stand: Old-school spot with vinyl stool seating serving up Chicago dogs and Italian beef sandwiches since 1969. 10.30am-10pm $

Temperance Beer Company: Prohibition in Evanston didn’t end until 1974, so sip a local brew and cheers to the end of the dry spell. hours vary


WHY IS THERE A HOLOCAUST MUSEUM IN SUBURBAN CHICAGO?

One of the most asked questions at the Illinois Holocaust Museum is why, but not about the Holocaust itself. Why is Skokie the location of a huge Holocaust museum?

Half of Skokie’s population in the 1950s was Jewish, and the town was the home of the largest number of Holocaust survivors outside Israel. In 1977, a neo-Nazi group planned a march in Skokie. The town sued to prevent it, and the case went to the US Supreme Court, which ruled in favor of the neo-Nazis.

The planned march did not materialize, but Jewish community members set up a small museum in a storefront on Skokie’s Main St, which expanded to the current 65,000-sq-ft exhibition space, opened in 2009.



GlencoeTIME FROM DOWNTOWN CHICAGO: 75 MINS [image: jpg]

Get a breath of fresh air at the Chicago Botanic Garden

The expansive 385-acre Chicago Botanic Garden is home to 2.8 million living plants and is open year-round, though the space looks its best from late spring to fall. Explore gardens with a 45ft waterfall, model trains and columns draped with wisteria. Take a self-guided seasonal walking tour (chicagobotanic.org/walk; also on the garden’s phone app), stroll through a live butterfly enclosure (late May to early September) or take a tram ride for a 2.3-mile narrated journey.

Ticket prices vary by day; check online and book in advance for the best deal (chicagobotanic.org/admission).

The closest train station is Braeside, on Metra’s Union Pacific North line. Ventra cards are not valid, but you can use the Ventra app to buy Metra tickets. Direct trains depart from Ogilvie Transportation Center in Chicago’s West Loop. It’s a 0.8-mile walk to the garden from Braeside station, or you can get bus 213 (Ventra cards accepted).

If you’re coming by car, parking costs $8.

MilwaukeeTIME FROM DOWNTOWN CHICAGO: 90 MINS [image: jpg]

Much more than ‘Miller time’

Milwaukee’s enduring relationship with beer is no accident, and when the city’s pro baseball team is called the Brewers, you know it’s serious. The city was settled by Germans in the 1840s, and many started breweries. A few decades later, the introduction of bulk-brewing technology turned beer production into a major industry. Milwaukee earned its ‘Brew City’ nickname in the 1880s when Pabst, Schlitz, Blatz, Miller and 80 others made suds here.

Today, only Miller remains of the national brands, though smaller brewers have made a big comeback. By some counts, Milwaukee has the second most bars per capita in the country (a hair behind New Orleans), and they often feature the best microbrews from around the city, state and region. Going on a brewery tour is a beloved Milwaukee activity, and visits typically include several samples.

Founded in 1855, the historic Miller Brewing Company facility preserves Milwaukee’s beer legacy. Though the mass-produced beer may not be your favorite, the factory impresses with its sheer scale: you’ll visit the packaging plant where thousands of cans are filled each minute and the warehouse where half a million cases await shipment.

Taking over a former bakery, the much-loved Lakefront Brewery puts on 45-minute tours daily, but the best time to visit is on Friday night when there’s a fish fry, 16 beers to drink and a polka band letting loose.

Pabst doesn’t brew in Milwaukee anymore, but you can head to Best Place, a dark-wood tavern in the former brewery headquarters, to take a tour of the company’s historic premises, including the on-site infirmary.
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Chicago Botanic Garden | Jillian Cain Photography/Shutterstock ©

Drinking in Milwaukee: Even More Beer

MobCraft: The world’s first crowd-sourced brewery turns out creative concoctions from the community, as well as standard faves.

Eagle Park Brewing Co: Founded by two brothers in their garage, this local spot has taps aplenty and runs a 45-minute tour on Saturdays.

City Lights Brewing Co: Sample award-winning suds in the laid-back taproom located in an industrial area between the Menomonee River and I-94.

Third Space Brewing: The huge beer garden is an excellent choice for summertime sips, often accompanied by live music and other fun events.

 

Be the boss hog at the Harley-Davidson Museum

Celebrate more than a century of motorcycles at the Harley-Davidson Museum. The company was founded in Milwaukee in 1903 when schoolmates William Harley and Arthur Davidson built and sold their first motorcycle. This museum has hundreds of them that show the styles through the decades, including the flashy rides of Elvis and Evel Knievel and ‘Serial Number One’, the oldest known Harley in existence. Even nonbikers will enjoy the interactive exhibits and leather-clad crowds.


RACING SAUSAGES

It’s common to see strange things after too many stadium beers, but giant sausages sprinting around American Family Field – is that for real?

It is if it’s the middle of the 6th inning at a Brewers game. That’s when the famous ‘Racing Sausages’ (actually five people in 7ft-high foam-rubber meat costumes) waddle onto the field. If you don’t know your encased meats, that’s Brat, Polish, Italian, Hot Dog and Chorizo vying for supremacy.

In 2013, the Italian sausage costume went missing, and eyewitnesses saw it visiting several bars in the suburb of Cedarburg. Local businesses offered rewards for its return, including a year’s supply of mustard and sauerkraut. After reports in the news, the costume was anonymously abandoned at a bar.



Eating in Milwaukee: our Picks

Pitch’s Lounge & Restaurant: This place has been family-run since 1942. Don’t miss the baby back ribs. 5-9pm Wed, Thu & Sun, to 10pm Fri & Sat $$

Birch: Taste the best of seasonal Midwest cooking seared on an open-fire hearth. 5-9pm Tue-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat $$

Uncle Wolfie’s Breakfast Tavern: The local brunch crowd turns up here for top French toast and bloody marys. 8am-2pm Mon-Fri, to 3pm Sat & Sun $$

Comet Cafe: All sorts pile in for meatloaf smothered in beer gravy and some of Milwaukee’s best mac ’n’ cheese. Great selection of veg dishes. 9am-9pm $


BEST MILWAUKEE FESTIVALS

Summerfest

The ‘world’s largest music festival’ brings out 600 rock, blues, jazz, country and alternative bands over nine days in June and July.

German Fest

Get ready for the dachshund derby, oompah bands, lots of beer drinking and shouts of ‘prost!’ in late July.

Irish Fest

In mid-August, crowds amass for corned beef and cabbage, fiddle music, step dancing and beer guzzling.

Polish Fest

Get your fill of vodka tastings, polka dancing and cooking classes over three days in mid-June.

PrideFest

Beer drinking, live music, a dance pavilion and a family stage are all part of the June festivities.



 

Art inside and out at Milwaukee’s lakeside gallery

On the shore of Lake Michigan, Milwaukee Art Museum showcases more than 25,000 pieces, including fabulous folk and outsider art and a sizeable collection of paintings by Wisconsin native Georgia O’Keeffe.

The museum building is a work of art itself and features a stunning winglike addition by Spanish architect Santiago Calatrava. Called the Burke Brise Soleil, the moveable shade is made of 72 steel fins spanning 217ft, slightly larger than a Boeing 747’s wings. They spread wide with the museum opening at 10am from Wednesday to Sunday, flap at noon and close at 10pm. Head to the suspension bridge outside for the best view.

 

Peek inside a beer baron’s mansion

Completed in 1892, the Pabst Mansion is a Flemish Renaissance Revival structure built for Captain Frederick Pabst, founder of the Pabst Brewing Company, once the world’s largest producer of lager. The exterior of pressed brick laced with terracotta ornamentation and candy-cane-striped awnings hints at the splendor inside. The home has been restored to its Gilded Age grandiosity, and the three floors include an Italian Renaissance music room, a Louis XV–style dining room of gold-leaf rosettes and a gilded bronze chandelier that could be illuminated with gas, electricity or kerosene, and a grand staircase with finials in the shape of hops buds.

Pabst was born in Germany and emigrated to the United States with his parents when he was 12. Look out for German phrases and pieces of advice built into the home, such as ‘You learn from experience’ in the stained-glass transom in the butler’s pantry.

Access is by tour, either guided or self-guided. The former leave on the hour from 10am to 3pm, except at noon when self-guided visitors can wander the house unaccompanied. Blue Ribbon Happy Hour tours depart at 4pm on Fridays and Saturdays to see the residence with a PBR in hand.
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Pabst Mansion | Lauren Keith ©

Eating in Milwaukee: Further Favorites

Ardent: Ever-changing farm-to-table dishes served in an elegant tasting room, plus a more casual lounge option. 5-10pm Tue-Sat $$$

Milwaukee Public Market: Modeled after Pike Place Market in Seattle and packed with local vendors. 10am-8pm Mon-Sat, to 6pm Sun $

Original: Fine dining in a relaxed neighborhood setting, with an emphasis on local ingredients. 5-9pm Wed-Sat, 10am-2pm Sun $$$

3rd St Market Hall: Some 20 vendors dish up grub of all sorts, from pizza to oysters and Caribbean Creole fusion. hours vary $

 

On the water

Edged by Lake Michigan and crisscrossed by three rivers, Milwaukee is a great place to take to the water – or at least be near it. The scenic RiverWalk path cuts through downtown along both sides of the Milwaukee River. Don’t miss the Bronze Fonz on the RiverWalk’s east side, just south of Wells St. The Fonz, aka Arthur Fonzarelli, was a character from the 1970s TV show Happy Days, which was set in Milwaukee. On the west side of the river a few blocks north, Usinger’s Famous Sausage is the ideal spot to pick up some of the smoked meats, brats and Polish-style kielbasa that Milwaukee is famous for. This downtown meat counter is housed in Usinger’s original sausage-making plant.

See the river from a different angle aboard a kayak. Milwaukee Kayak Company (milwaukeekayak.com) rents out single and tandem kayaks, plus stand-up paddleboards and canoes. You can head out on your own or join a guided tour; options include sunset and moonlight paddles, as well as history tours and kayaking intro courses.

Join legions of Milwaukee beach bums on warm days. Bradford Beach is one of the best, with sand volleyball courts and beach wheelchairs available to rent. Grab a snack at MooSa’s, a custard stand that also serves burgers and brats at the southern end of the beach.

 

Confronting a dark past

Founded by James Cameron, a Black man who survived a lynching as a 16-year-old boy, America’s Black Holocaust Museum aims to tell the story of what it calls the ‘Black Holocaust’: the kidnapping of Africans who were then sold into slavery across the Atlantic, the aftermath of the US Civil War and the Civil Rights movement. Though the exhibits have few original historical artifacts, the galleries present a persuasive and moving story of Black resilience in the face of centuries of oppression.


GETTING AROUND MILWAUKEE

Bus

Milwaukee County Transit System (ridemcts.com) provides the local bus service. Download the Umo Mobility app to easily buy bus tickets ($2 per ride).

Tram

The free-to-ride ‘Hop’ streetcar (thehopmke.com) runs daily from 5am to midnight (10pm on Sundays) from the Intermodal Station north and east through the Third Ward, downtown and to E Ogden Ave.

Bicycle

Bublr Bikes (bublrbikes.org) is Milwaukee’s bike-share program and has more than 100 rental kiosks scattered around the city. It costs 25¢ a minute or $24 for 24 hours.

Taxi

Standard taxi companies, plus Lyft and Uber, operate in Milwaukee.



Drinking in Milwaukee: Where to Sip Cocktails

SafeHouse: Look for the door marked ‘International Exports, Ltd’ to find this spy-themed speakeasy inside the Newsroom Pub.

Central Standard Craft Distillery: Creates its own vodka, brandy, bourbon and whiskey, best enjoyed on the outdoor 5th-floor rooftop.

Bryant’s Cocktail Lounge: Opened in 1938, Milwaukee’s oldest cocktail bar doesn’t have a menu, just knowledgeable bar staff who mix up magic.

Don’s TV & Repair: Boozy shakes named after old gaming consoles, mimosas served in a bathtub topped with a rubber duck and huge old fashioneds.


STAGECOACH TRAIL

For a scenic detour, hop on the 26-mile Stagecoach Trail as an alternative to US 20 for the stretch of the route between Lena and Galena. The twisty road runs through the small communities of Nora, Warren, Apple River and Scales Mound, tempting a longer trip with state parks, vineyards and farm-fresh cheese along the way.

The Stagecoach Trail has been a road since the 1830s – a stagecoach company once operated two daily services that carried passengers, post and parcels between Chicago and Galena. The railroads made the Stagecoach Trail obsolete within two decades, then cars made this train line obsolete too – passenger service ended in 1981. The former train station is the Galena Country Visitor Center, which has a free parking lot.



 

Exploring Milwaukee with kids

Milwaukee is filled with family-friendly places to stay, eat and explore, and major museums, including the Harley-Davidson Museum and the Milwaukee Art Museum, have special areas and activities for children.

The city’s lakefront science and technology museum, Discovery World at Pier Wisconsin, is primarily a kid-pleaser with freshwater and saltwater aquariums where the little ones can touch sharks and sturgeon.

Milwaukee once had more than 200 bowling alleys and many retro lanes still hide in timeworn dives. To get your game on as a family, head to Landmark Lanes in the historic 1927 Oriental Theatre, which also has a classic arcade.

GalenaTIME FROM DOWNTOWN CHICAGO: 3 HR 15 MINS [image: jpg]

A presidential pile in the countryside

Tiny Galena, population 3254, spreads across wooded hillsides near the Mississippi River amid rolling, barn-dotted farmland. While the journey time pushes the limits of a day trip from Chicago, it’s worth the drive for the change of scenery and immersive historic atmosphere. Galena, named after the lead sulfide found here, was the location of the first mineral rush in the United States in the 1820s. At its peak, the place was the lead-mining capital of the world, with nearly as many residents as Chicago. It was the wealthiest city in the state of Illinois, still reflected in the redbrick mansions in Greek Revival, Gothic Revival and Queen Anne styles that line the streets.

Galena was also home for a short time to Ulysses S Grant, the 18th US president and commanding general of the Union Army during the Civil War. Grant moved to Galena in 1860 to work in his father’s leather goods store. When he came back to town following the Civil War, Galena residents gifted him a two-story brick Italianate-style home, fully furnished. However, he left for Washington, DC shortly after and rarely returned. Today, the house retains about 90% of its original furnishings, including Grant’s favorite green chair, which made it to the White House and back, and Julia Grant’s 15lb Bible dating from 1865.

Eating & Drinking in Galena: Our Picks

Fritz & Frites: This romantic little bistro serves a compact menu of both German and French classics. 4-8pm Sun, Wed & Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat $$

Otto’s Place: Breakfast classics and lunchtime options served in a historic building with pressed-tin ceilings. 8am-2pm Fri-Sun, to 1pm Mon & Thu $

Fried Green Tomatoes: Try the lasagne or the espresso-encrusted steak in the building once owned by Grant’s father. hours vary $$

Galena Taphouse: Pours beers made within 200 miles of Galena and serves Asian-influenced dishes. noon-10pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

SpringfieldTIME FROM DOWNTOWN CHICAGO: 3 HR [image: jpg]

Looking for Lincoln

Illinois’ small state capital has a serious obsession with Abraham Lincoln, who practiced law here from 1837 to 1861. An entire four-block neighborhood of historic homes, gravel streets and wooden boardwalk sidewalks near downtown has been preserved as part of the Lincoln Home National Historic Site. Begin at the National Park Service Visitor Center, where you must pick up a free ticket to enter Lincoln’s 12-room abode, located one block east, on a 30-minute ranger-led tour. The house is the only one Lincoln ever owned, and it’s where Abe and Mary Lincoln lived from 1844 until they moved to the White House in 1861. A remarkable 80% of the home is original. Some of the other houses contain small museums, including one geared toward kids. The whole area is free to visit, but it costs $2 per hour to park in the site’s parking lot.

The presidential library system didn’t start until 1939, but the state-run Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum contains the most complete Lincoln collection in the world. Real-deal artifacts such as Abe’s shaving mirror and presidential seal join whiz-bang exhibits and Disneyesque holograms that keep young visitorss entranced. It’s worth checking out the live-action performances: the nine-minute Ghosts of the Library and the 17-minute Lincoln’s Eyes.

After Lincoln was assassinated in Washington, DC, his body was returned to Springfield, where it lies in an impressive tomb in Oak Ridge Cemetery, 1.5 miles north of downtown. His wife and three of their four children are buried here too.
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LINCOLN’S NEW SALEM STATE HISTORIC SITE

When Abraham Lincoln first arrived in Illinois in 1831, he worked variously as a clerk, a storekeeper and a postmaster in the frontier village of New Salem before studying law and moving to Springfield. New Salem was platted in 1829 and then abandoned just 12 years later. About 20 miles northwest of Springfield, Lincoln’s New Salem State Historic Site reconstructs the whole village with 23 log-building replicas, including workshops, a tavern, houses and a school. Period furnishings, historical displays and costumed performances by blacksmiths and railsplitters ensure a pretty informative and entertaining package.

Constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps during the Great Depression, the recreated village sits on 700 acres of wooded land with picnic areas, hiking trails and campsites.



Eating in Springfield: Our Picks

Maldaner’s: Purports to be the oldest restaurant on Route 66 and has indeed been serving top American cuisine since 1884. 5-9pm Tue-Sat $$$

D’Arcy’s Pint: Springfield’s best ‘horseshoe’, a layering of fried meat on toasted bread, mounded with French fries and melted cheese. 11am-9pm Tue-Sat $

Cozy Dog Drive In: Opened in 1949, this Route 66 legend full of memorabilia is the reputed birthplace of the corn dog. 8am-8pm Mon-Sat $

Luminary Kitchen & Provisions: The weekly-changing menus of New American plates are a treat for the tastebuds. 4-9pm Wed-Sat, 10am-2pm Sun $$



ROAD TRIP
Get Your Kicks on Route 66

[image: jpg]

Spanning more than 2400 miles from Chicago to California, the ‘Mother Road’ still has a magnetic pull, promising the USA of yesteryear: mom-and-pop diners, two-lane backroads and kooky roadside attractions. Route 66 was officially retired in 1977, and in Illinois, much of it has been superseded by I-55. Speed demons can hop on the interstate, reaching the Missouri state line after 4½ hours, but Route 66 purists should pick up a detailed map.


1 Chicago

Start the journey by snapping a photo with the Begin Historic 66 sign at the northwestern corner of Adams St and Michigan Ave.

The Drive: To drive some of the original Route 66, take Joilet Rd/IL-53 from Bolingbrook, much of which parallels I-55.

2 Pontiac

Housed in an old fire station, the Route 66 Association of Illinois runs a free tchotchke-filled museum and focuses on the Illinois portion of Mother Road. Don’t miss the murals on the back of the building.

The Drive: Continue southwest for about 60 miles on the interstate or Old Route 66 next to it. After the towns of Bloomington and Normal, exit the interstate at Shirley.

3 Funks Grove

Stop for a sweet treat at Funks Grove, a pretty 19th-century maple-sirup farm (yes, that’s sirup with an ‘i’) and nature preserve.

The Drive: Stay on Old Route 66, on the west side of the interstate until the tiny town of Atlanta.


4 Atlanta

You can’t miss 19ft-tall fiberglass Tall Paul, a 1960s ‘Muffler Man’. Originally built to promote car parts, he now carries a hot dog. The nearby American Giants Museum has even more Muffler Men and tells the story of these huge advertisement sculptures.

The Drive: Continue on Old Route 66 (the frontage road) for 10 miles to Lincoln. You can try tracing the road for a while longer or return to I-55.

5 Springfield

Illinois is the land of Lincoln, and the best place to get your Honest Abe fix is Springfield. The state capital’s sights are worth a day trip from Chicago in their own right, but Route 66 road-trippers should stop at Cozy Dog Drive In, where the corn dog was born.

The Drive: Leave Springfield on IL-4, making a quick detour north of Auburn to drive a curve of Route 66’s original brick road, laid by hand in 1931.

6 Old Chain of Rocks Bridge

Route 66 in Illinois covers 300 miles to the Missouri state line, a stretch for a day trip, but completionists who want to see it all can end their journey at the Old Chain of Rocks Bridge. Open only to pedestrians and cyclists these days, this mile-long span over the Mississippi River opened in 1929.
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Old Chain of Rocks Bridge | Magic Alberto/Shutterstock ©




WHAT IS A HORSESHOE SANDWICH?

It’s on restaurant menus across Springfield but rarely seen anywhere else: the horseshoe sandwich. Loosen your belt before devouring this calorific concoction: an open-faced sandwich that consists of thickly sliced toasted bread topped with meat, French fries and a Welsh rarebit cheese sauce. It was first served at Springfield’s Leland Hotel in 1928.

Hamburger is now the most common meat option for a horseshoe, but originally it was bone-in ham. Some places, such as Obed & Isaac’s, offer multiple meat options, including Angus beef, chicken breast, corned beef, buffalo chicken, ground lamb, pulled pork, brisket and even a veggie burger. Fortunately, the menu also offers it as a ‘ponyshoe’ (a smaller size than the full horseshoe).



 

Illinois’ capital old and new

The Illinois State Capitol occupies a soaring French Renaissance/Second Empire–style building, completed in 1888 and topped by a 405ft zinc-covered dome that’s taller than the US Capitol in Washington, DC. The rich, art-filled interior culminates in the impressive rotunda, which features a stained-glass replica of the state seal in the oculus of the dome.

Visitors must enter on the east and west sides of the building and undergo airport-style security screening. You’re then free to wander on your own or join a free tour; check in at the small desk on the north side of the rotunda. Free tours depart every 30 minutes from 8am to 4pm on weekdays (no tours between noon and 1pm) and hourly from 9am to 3pm on weekends (no tour at noon). At quiet times, you might just be shown around when you arrive. Part of the Capitol building is undergoing renovations through 2025, but most areas are accessible to visitors.

This grand structure is Illinois’ sixth capitol building, and the fifth is also in Springfield. (The previous state capitols were in the towns of Kaskaskia and Vandalia.) The Old State Capitol is a Greek Revival building that served as the seat of state government from 1839 to 1876. Abraham Lincoln gave his famous ‘House Divided’ speech here in 1858. In 2023, the Old State Capitol closed for restorations for an undetermined amount of time, but you can still admire it from the outside until it reopens.
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Drinking in Springfield: Our Picks

Obed & Isaac’s: In a 150-year-old mansion, this brewery offers a maze of sunny rooms to drink its wildly changing menu of beers made on-site.

Buzz Bomb: Drink craft beer below the pressed-tin ceiling and Edison lights at this brewery in downtown, or head upstairs for games and books.

Gin Mill: Good cocktails and craft beer in a romantically lit speakeasy-style space with pool tables, shuffleboard, darts and a jukebox.

Wakery: Springfield’s first nonalcoholic bar slings impressive cocktails made with NA ‘spirits’, as well as pouring sober sangria, craft lemonade and coffee.

 

Frank Lloyd Wright’s first blank-check commission

When the Dana Thomas House was finished by Frank Lloyd Wright in 1904, it was the largest private home the architect had designed. The numbers of this house are astounding, particularly the amount that Springfield socialite Susan Lawrence Dana must have paid for it – Wright was free to do as he pleased to ‘remodel’ Dana’s Italianate childhood home, and the tour guides claim they don’t know the final financial figure. The result of the extensive additions was 35 rooms across 16 levels and 12,600 sq ft of living space.

This remarkably preserved Prairie School icon might be even more interesting than Wright’s own home in Oak Park. The house includes a duckpin bowling alley and two of the three barrel-vaulted ceilings he ever designed (the other is at his home in Oak Park). It also contains the largest collection of original Wright furniture (more than 100 pieces) and 450 art glass windows.

Visits are by guided tour, which leave a handful of times throughout the day from 9:30am to 3:45pm. Book tickets online in advance (dana-thomas.org/tours). Photography is not allowed inside the house.

SaugatuckTIME FROM DOWNTOWN CHICAGO: 2 HR 15 MINS [image: jpg]

Beachy keen

They don’t call it Michigan’s Gold Coast for nothing. The state’s 300-mile western shoreline features seemingly endless stretches of beaches, dunes, wineries, orchards and inn-filled towns that boom during the summer and shiver during the snow-packed winter. Saugatuck is one of the most popular resort areas, known for its strong arts community and LGBTIQ-friendly vibe.

For a small-town beach break from Chicago, head to Oval Beach, a long expanse of fine sand that many magazines rate as one of the best in the country. The beach has bathrooms and concession stands, though not enough to spoil the peaceful dune-laden scene. It costs $10 to park, or you can arrive the adventurous way – take the seasonal Saugatuck Chain Ferry (operating from late May to early September), the only remaining one of its kind in the country, across the Kalamazoo River, walk north and then huff up the 303 wooden steps to the top of Mt Baldhead, a 230ft-high sand dune, for a stellar view. Oval Beach awaits on the other side.

Be aware that Michigan’s time zone is an hour ahead of Chicago.


LAKE MICHIGAN SHORE WINE TRAIL

More than 15 wineries line the way between New Buffalo and Saugatuck, christened the Lake Michigan Shore Wine Trail (miwinetrail.com). This area is Michigan’s largest wine region, home to 90% of the state’s vineyards. The lake creates an amenable regional climate for growing fruit, sheltering it from winter’s extreme cold and lengthening the growing season.

Wineries on the trail offer tastings for $5 to $15 per person. If you don’t have time to make it out to the vines themselves, you can still get a sip at a handful of in-town tasting rooms, such as the Finn Valley Tasting Room in Saugatuck. Otherwise, head directly to the source; Finn’s 240-acre vineyard is just 15 minutes southeast into the countryside by car.



Eating & Drinking Around Saugatuck: our Picks

Farmhouse Deli: Top-notch sandwiches and sweet treats, including lots of vegan and gluten-free options. 9am-6pm Mon-Sat, 10am-4pm Sun $

Southerner: Crispy fried chicken and other dishes from the South with a Michigan twist. 5-9pm Mon-Thu, 11am-10pm Fri & Sat, to 9pm Sun $$

Crane’s Pie Pantry, Restaurant & Winery: Get a pie flight – four small slices – or pick your own fruit in the orchard. 9am-4pm Wed-Sun $

Saugatuck Brewing Company: IPAs, stouts and fruity seasonal specialties like the blueberry lemonade shandy fill glasses at this comfy pub.



TOP SIGHT
Indiana Dunes National Park

Indiana Dunes became the USA’s 61st national park in 2019, stretching along 15 miles of Lake Michigan shoreline. Hiking trails meander around sand dunes and through woodland, where you might spot some of the 1100 species of plants and 370 species of birds. Sunbathers from Chicago flock here on summer days, though oddly, all this natural bounty lies next to smoke-belching factories.
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PRACTICALITIES

Scan this QR code for prices and opening hours.
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Don’t Miss

Dune Succession Trail

West Beach

Mt Baldy

Century of Progress Homes

Bailly Homestead & Chellberg Farm

3 Dune Challenge

Pinhook Bog



Indiana Dunes Visitor Center

Start your visit at the Indiana Dunes Visitor Center to buy park passes, pick up maps and get advice from rangers about the best hikes and other activities.

West Beach

If you have time for only one thing at Indiana Dunes, West Beach is it. This sandy stretch is a popular summertime spot with wonderful views of the Chicago skyline.

The Dune Succession Trail, a 1-mile loop, starts in the beach’s parking lot and climbs more than 250 wooden stairs for a bird’s-eye view of Lake Michigan before setting off on flatter boardwalks to reach West Beach.


Century of Progress Homes

Five Great Depression–era homes are relics of the 1933 World’s Fair in Chicago, called the Century of Progress. A real estate developer purchased the homes and brought them here by barge in 1935, hoping to use them as advertisements for a planned resort community.

Today, the Century of Progress Homes are owned by the national park but leased to private individuals who are restoring them. As such, you can’t go inside except during the annual Century of Progress Homes Tour the last weekend in September. Panels in front of each of the homes provide some history.

Bailly Homestead & Chellberg Farm

Lake Michigan and the dunes are the main focus of this national park, but further inland, you can set off into woodlands to explore more trails and historic sites.

Fur trader Joseph Bailly was the earliest non-Native settler in this part of Indiana and built a homestead in the 1830s at the intersection of several important trails on which belts were traded from Montreal, Canada, to Louisiana. Reach the historic building via a 0.3-mile walk from the parking lot off Mineral Springs Rd. The interior is currently off limits, but it could be turned into overnight accommodations.

North of the parking lot is Chellberg Farm, started by Swedish immigrants in the 1870s. The modest Victorian brick farmhouse is occasionally open for visitors, and the grounds still cluck with chickens and other barnyard animals. In the 1930s, the Chellberg family began tapping the farm’s maple trees for syrup, and this still takes place today during the Maple Sugar Time event in early March, making Indiana Dunes the only national park to produce maple syrup.


Indiana Dunes State Park

Indiana Dunes State Park is a 2100-acre pocket within the national park. It has more amenities, including the historic Pavilion Restaurant, but requires a separate entry fee (national park passes are not valid).

One of the most popular activities is the 3 Dune Challenge, which heads up the state park’s three highest dunes: Mt Jackson (176ft), Mt Holden (184ft) and Mt Tom (192ft).



Ranger-Led Hikes

In the park’s easternmost section, 126ft-tall Mt Baldy is the national park’s largest ‘living’ dune, so called because it shifts about 5ft to 10ft every year. A hiking trail goes around its side and to a beach, but climbing on the dune itself is restricted to ranger-led hikes on weekends in summer.

Tread on a different kind of trail at the 15,000-year-old Pinhook Bog, created when ice broke off a retreating glacier. Pinhook is one of only two bogs in the state and is home to a third of Indiana’s rare or endangered plants, including pink lady’s slipper orchids and carnivorous pitcher plants. Rangers lead hikes on summer weekends, and you can also take the self-guided Upland Trail, which leaves from the same parking lot and traverses a beech and maple forest on top of the leftover glacial rocks.


TOP TIPS

• The park is highly seasonal – most amenities and shops open only for summer between late May and early September.

• While it’s possible to arrive from Chicago by train on the South Shore Line, the parks are tough to get around without a car.

• Rent bicycles at Camp Stop General Store near Beverly Shores station or Pedal Power at the Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, a 1-mile walk from Dune Park train station.

• West Beach has a snack bar, and the state park has a restaurant. The nearby town of Chesterton has several midrange, non-chain places to eat.








WHERE TO STAY


	Neighborhood
	Pros
	Cons

	The Loop
	Near museums, downtown parks and many special events.
	Parking can be difficult and expensive.

	Near North & Navy Pier
	Within steps of nightlife, high-end dining, the riverfront and lots of bars.
	Parking can be difficult and expensive.

	Gold Coast
	Luxury properties in a charming residential neighborhood near the lakefront and the Magnificent Mile.
	Rooms can be especially expensive.

	Lincoln Park
	Near one of the most scenic stretches of the Chicago lakefront. 
	Only a few hotels to choose from.

	Wicker Park
	Quick train rides to O’Hare and downtown, lively area with restaurants, bars and live music.
	Not many hotels to choose from.

	Bucktown
	Quick train rides to O’Hare and downtown, near galleries and thrift shopping.
	Fewer options than in some other neighborhoods and can be loud at night.

	Hyde Park
	Near the University of Chicago and easy access to the South Side of Chicago.
	Settle in for a long ride if you’re traveling through O’Hare International Airport.
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$ Budget $$ Midrange $$$ Top End

The Loop

HI-Chicago $

Chicago’s most stalwart hostel is immaculate and adds a staffed information desk, bustling lounge and stocked kitchen to the mix.

Hampton Inn Chicago Downtown/N Loop $$

Features the chain’s much-loved amenities in charismatic environs where you feel like a road-tripper of yore.

Virgin Hotel $$

Large rooms, clever and playful design, and a bed you can work from in a 27-story, art-deco bank building.

Buckingham Hotel $$

Twenty-one expansive rooms and a gym with a lap pool, all located on the 40th floor of the Chicago Stock Exchange building.

citizenM Chicago Downtown $$

New outpost of the Dutch hotel chain known for its mod, compact rooms, artsy flair and buzzy common spaces.


FOR FAMILIES

Look for a licensed vacation rental through Airbnb, VRBO and similar sites. Or try the Neighborhood Hotels in Lincoln Park and Little Italy, which are essentially residential apartments you can rent like hotel rooms, or the Robey Hotel in Wicker Park.



Pendry Chicago $$$

Luxury in the historic art deco Carbide & Carbon Building. Slick rooms with monochrome, mid-century decor, plus a rooftop terrace and free bicycle use.

Near North & Navy Pier

Found Hotel $

A small property with just 60 rooms, Found Hotel lies somewhere between an elevated hostel and a casual hotel. It has private rooms and dorm rooms with en suite bathrooms.

Acme Hotel $$

This 130-room industrial-meets-retro hotel is one of the coolest in the city. It has two cocktail bars and a bakery on site.

Langham Hotel $$$

With huge rooms and epic river views, this luxury hotel is set in a Mies van der Rohe skyscraper whose conversion was overseen by the legendary architect’s grandson.

Park Hyatt $$$

This luxury hotel has soaking tubs with skyscraper views and is a favorite among celebrities passing through town.

Gold Coast

Drake Hotel $$

A historic Gold Coast hotel that’s a symbol of 1920s opulence but with modern comforts.

Claridge House $$

A boutique hotel with small rooms, updated decor and tablets for watching Netflix and streaming Spotify.

Waldorf Astoria $$$

An ultra-luxury hotel that oozes Parisian glamor and offers some of the most spacious rooms in the city.


LUXURY HOTELS

Chicago is home to leading luxury hotel brands including the Four Seasons, St Regis, Park Hyatt, Nobu and Peninsula. These hotels, located mostly in and around downtown, offer stylish rooms, city views, and white glove service that can’t be beaten.



Lincoln Park & Old Town

Chicago Getaway Hostel $

A fun hostel where it’s easy to make friends and an excellent base for bar-hopping.

Hotel Lincoln $$

A historic boutique hotel with bohemian flair, small rooms near the park and a rooftop bar with a lake view.

Neighborhood Hotel $$

A hotel that feels like an apartment in a property made for group travel, families and extended stays.

Villa D’Citta $$

It feels like an Italian villa in the country, but it’s a boutique hotel that makes a stocked kitchen available 24/7.

Lake View & Wrigleyville

Wrigley Hostel $

Filling a tidy converted apartment building steps from Wrigley Field, this is a social spot with fun common rooms and outings to local pubs.


Best Western Hawthorne Terrace $$

Down-to-earth lodging set in a stately 1920s Federal-style building between Wrigley Field and the Northalsted area.

Majestic Hotel $$

Handsome, English-manor-like property tucked into a tree-lined row of residential housing near the lake.

Willows Hotel $$

Dapper little hotel with peach- and soft green-colored rooms that give off a 19th-century French countryside feel.

Hotel Zachary $$

Gleaming hotel across from Wrigley Field. Rooms with ballpark views cost extra but are worth it for big-time fans.

Hotel Versey $$

High-spirited hotel with a rock-and-roll meets baseball theme. Quirky art on the subjects livens up the otherwise standard rooms.


BUDGET HOTELS & HOSTELS

Budget hotels can be tough to find in River North and the Loop, but you’ll find plenty of choices in other parts of the city. Or try the Ohio House Motel at the corner of Ohio and Wabash Sts. The perfectly located mid-century hotel offers something unheard of in this area – free parking. No-frills rooms are some of the most affordable too. Hostels are limited, but there are a handful offering dorm and private rooms, some with en-suite bathrooms.



Andersonville & Uptown

Guesthouse Hotel $$$

Enormous condo-style suites with kitchen and laundry facilities near Andersonville’s hip shops and cafes.

Wicker Park & Bucktown

Ray’s Bucktown B&B $$

This 11-room, European-style inn has lots of homey, knickknack-laden character, plus a steam room and sauna.

Hyatt Place Wicker Park $$

Comfy, modern, well-appointed rooms in a great location, plus a sweet rooftop bar and views.

Wicker Park Inn $$

Cozy, nine-room B&B in a classic brick row house steps from Wicker Park’s social scene.

Robey $$

This design-savvy boutique hotel fills a 12-story art-deco beauty and has a rooftop swimming pool and sunny rooms with views.

Logan Square & Humboldt Park

Longman & Eagle $$

Six wood-floored, vintage-stylish rooms stocked with original artwork and music sit above a buzzy gastropub.

West Loop & Near West Side

Neighborhood Hotel Little Italy $

Repurposing the former National Italian-American Sports Hall of Fame, this well-priced spot opened in 2023 and invites visitors to stay a while in its apartment-style rooms with stocked kitchens and plenty of storage space.


Publishing House Bed & Breakfast $$

This 1909 building was indeed a publishing house, and its 11 warm-toned rooms have mid-century modern decor and original art on the walls.

Hoxton $$

The Hoxton’s hip and welcoming atmosphere makes travelers feel right at home. The airy, lobby with Sputnik chandeliers and cozy velvet chairs is sandwiched between the basement speakeasy and rooftop pool.
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Soho House Chicago $$$

Chicago’s outpost of the members-only club for creative types opens its hotel to the masses, with 40 rooms in a century-old former factory.

Nobu Hotel $$$

Nobu’s first location in the Midwest opened in 2020. The property fits in perfectly on ‘Restaurant Row,’ with the signature Nobu restaurant on the ground level.

Emily Hotel $$$

Taking over the former Ace Hotel, the Emily keeps the creative millennial energy flowing. The rooms are on the small side, but you’ll likely be spending more time at the 7th-floor cocktail bar or Instagramming your morning pastries from Dan the Baker.


ARCHITECTURAL GEMS

Check in to a room with a river view at the five-star Langham Hotel, which occupies 13 floors of a Mies van der Rohe skyscraper in River North; opt for the Pendry Hotel inside the 1929 Carbine & Carbide building a few blocks south; or head to the Hampton Inn Chicago Motor Club to let yourself be mesmerized by the classic car and art-deco details inside.



Pilsen & Near South Side

Marriott Marquis Chicago $$

This well-located hotel mixes business with pleasure: it’s connected to McCormick Place, the biggest convention center in the country, while high-level rooms reward relaxation with panoramic views of Lake Michigan or Chicago’s skyline through floor-to-ceiling windows.

Wheeler Mansion $$$

Make your dream of living in a massive mansion in the Prairie Avenue District a (temporary) reality by staying in this Second Empire beauty on Calumet Ave, the only remaining historic residence on the street. Constructed in 1870 for Calvin Wheeler, the property has 11 rooms with antique furnishings.


UNIQUE STAYS

Many Chicago hotels specialize in unforgettable experiences. Spend a night in the McCallister parents’ bedroom from the movie Home Alone at the Graduate Hotel in suburban Evanston. The experience comes with a VCR-equipped TV, a lifesize Michael Jordan cardboard cutout and a large cheese pizza. Check into the Gwen in River North to get your feet wet with glamping in a luxury tent on a hotel terrace. Baseball fans may prefer Hotel Zachary for Wrigley Field views, or envelop yourself in old-world luxury by booking the founder’s suite at the Chicago Athletic Club.



Hyde Park & South Side

Hamlin House B&B $

Feel right at home in this cozy renovated historic house, built in 1905 for a Chicago opera singer, one block east of the UChicago campus. It has just a handful of rooms and generous breakfasts.

Sophy Hyde Park $$

Hyde Park’s first boutique hotel is a design winner. The 98 rooms have an artsy-hip look that feels fresh. Each is a good size, with hardwood floors, a record player and albums by local blues and rock musicians.

Benedictine B&B $$

Monks run this guesthouse in Bridgeport that consists of three simple apartments offering loads of space. The raft of amenities includes kitchen facilities and free off-street parking.

Study at the University of Chicago $$

Basic rooms with leather reading chairs and good-sized desks across the Midway Plaisance from campus, putting you within walking distance of many neighborhood highlights. The higher floors have top-notch Chicago views.





TOOLKIT


The chapters in this section cover the most important topics you’ll need to know about in Chicago. They’re full of nuts-and-bolts information and valuable insights to help you understand and navigate Chicago and get the most out of your trip.
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Arriving

Chicago has two international airports, Chicago O’Hare northwest of downtown and Chicago Midway on the city’s south side. O’Hare serves more than 200 destinations with nonstop service and is one of the best-connected airports in the US.
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Visas

Foreign nationals traveling to the US for tourism must obtain a B-2 visitor visa unless they are citizens of Canada, Bermuda or a country that participates in the Visa Waiver Program.




SIM Cards

SIM cards are available for sale at Chicago O’Hare International Airport at InMotion stores and through vending machines in Terminal 5.




Border Crossings

Foreign nationals arriving to the United States in Chicago must pass through immigration unless arriving from an airport that preclears travelers to the US.




Wi-fi

Fast free wi-fi is available across all terminals at Chicago O’Hare International Airport and at Chicago Midway International Airport. Users are required to submit an email address.



Transportation from Airports to City Center
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O’HARE’S CONFUSING SECRET

Chicago O’Hare is home base for United Airlines and serves more than 80 million passengers a year. It has 191 gates spread over four terminals and nine concourses. Just don’t go looking for Terminal 4. It was turned into a parking garage, leaving O’Hare with Terminals 1, 2, 3 and 5. Terminal 5 serves the most airlines and most international flights. American Airlines flies from Terminal 3, and domestic United flights depart from Terminal 1. There’s a yoga room and an aeroponic garden inside Terminal 3, a kids play area in Terminal 2, and a four-story brachiosaurus in Terminal 1. Luggage storage is not available at the airport.





Getting Around

Chicago is the rare American city where you can get around however you want. It’s drivable, walkable, cyclable and has excellent public transit.



TRAVEL COSTS

CTA L train fare
$2.50

Standard rental car
$60/day

Downtown garage parking
$30–$60/day

Divvy Bike day pass
$18.10




TIP

Use the Pedway, a system of underground tunnels in the city’s Central Business District, to avoid inclement weather during business hours on weekdays.



Public Transit

Chicago has one of the best public transit systems in the US. The city is served by a network of local Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) trains and buses as well as a commuter train system that connects the city and suburbs. It’s possible to reach most local attractions by public transit.

Car Rental

Car rentals are readily available through several companies at Chicago O’Hare and Midway International Airports. Or, rent from Hertz, Enterprise Rent-A-Car, Avis or SIXT locations across the city. Chicago drivers can be aggressive, but driving here can be easier than finding parking, especially downtown.

TRANSIT RIDES NOT TO MISS

If you’re traveling during the holidays, don’t miss the Santa Train, a festive CTA holiday train that ferries a very special guest around town. Check the schedule on the CTA website to see what train line St Nick will be riding on which days. For a scenic ride into downtown take the Brown Line train from the north side of the city or the 145 or 146 bus south on Lake Shore Dr from Belmont and Sheridan.
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DRIVING ESSENTIALS
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Drive on the right.
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The speed limit is 30mph unless posted otherwise.

.08

Driving with a blood alcohol content (BAC) of 0.08% or higher is illegal.



 

Walk

Chicago is one of the most walkable cities in the US, and walking is one of the best ways to discover the city’s hidden gems. City streets have sidewalks and functioning crosswalk signals. Walking trails run adjacent to Lake Michigan.

 

Taxi & Rideshare

Uber and Lyft are widely available at all hours. Taxis accept credit cards. You can hail marked taxis throughout the city or through the apps Curb and Arro. Seasonal water taxis connect Chinatown, Union Station, Navy Pier and the Loop.

 

Bicycle

In the 1890s Chicago was the bicycle-building capital of America, with two out of every three cycles in the country made in the city. Today Chicago is home to over 300 bike lanes and 18 miles of lakefront cycling trails. Rent bikes by the ride or for the day.





Money

CURRENCY: US DOLLAR ($)
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Credit & Debit Cards


Most establishments take credit and debit cards though some may require a minimum spend or charge a fee.

Contactless Payments


Many local establishments including corner stores, coffee shops, bars, restaurants and the city’s public transit system accept contactless payments.

Tipping

Tipping is expected at restaurants, bars, spas, high-end hotels and in rideshares and cabs. Between 18% and 20% is customary at restaurants and bars, 10% to 15% at spas. Tip hotel porters $1 to $2 a bag and valet parking attendants between $2 and $5. Tip hotel room cleaners $2 to $5 per day.

Taxes & Refunds

The total sales tax rate is 10.25% in Chicago. This includes both a city tax and a state tax. There are no sales tax refunds for international visitors.

Cash-Only Cannabis

Federal regulations prohibit paying for cannabis with credit cards. Dispensaries can only accept cash and, for an additional fee, debit cards. Most have ATMs on site.


HOW MUCH FOR…

museum entry
$32

observation deck entry
$30

architecture boat tour
$54

Chicago Bulls game for four
$392



How to… Experience Chicago for Free

Visit Cloud Gate in Millennium Park or Buckingham Fountain in Grant Park. Splash in Crown Fountain, stroll the Magnificent Mile or walk a sandy beach. Head to the Lincoln Park Zoo or Lincoln Park Conservatory. Walk streets lined with architectural wonders or scenic lakefront trails. Visit the National Museum of Mexican Art, the National Museum of Puerto Rican Arts & Culture, or the Harold Washington Library.


WHY GAS COSTS SO MUCH

If you’ve rented a car or driven to Chicago, you likely noticed gas prices spiked when you got to town. Chicago has the second-highest gas taxes in the US, adding about 85¢ to the price of every gallon of gasoline purchased within the state’s borders. This price includes federal, state and local fuel taxes, fees and sales tax. Illinois is one of the few states that charge a sales tax on gasoline and on fuel taxes, effectively collecting taxes on gasoline taxes. Only drivers in California pay more.
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LOCAL TIP

Nab a drama bargain: greatly reduced theater tickets are available through Hot Tix (hottix.org) online or in person at Block 37 on State St downtown.







Nuts & Bolts

OPENING HOURS

Banks 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday; sometimes 9am to noon or 2pm Saturday

Bars Until 2am. Bars with late-night licenses open until 4am Sunday to Friday and 5am Saturday.

Retail shops 9am to 9pm. Some close as early as 6pm. Some remain open 24 hours.

Restaurants 11am to 9pm or 10pm; some places close between lunch and dinner, 2:30pm to 5pm. Restaurants serving breakfast open from 7am or 8am.

Museums Most open 9am to 5pm. Some, like the Art Institute of Chicago, open as late as 11am.

Smoking

It’s illegal to smoke or vape inside public places or within 15ft of entrances and windows to public places and workplaces. Smoking is not allowed in Chicago parks.

It’s legal to consume cannabis at licensed lounges and on private property. Smoking or vaping cannabis is not allowed in city parks or on local streets and sidewalks.


GOOD TO KNOW

Time zone Central Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus six hours)

Country calling code +1

Emergency number 911

Population 2.7 million




Internet Access

Fast, free wi-fi is widely available across the city.

Toilets

Public libraries, Union Station and the downtown Pedway have public restrooms that are open all year.



Electricity

Type A and B 120V/60Hz
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PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

New Year’s Day January 1

Dr Martin Luther King Jr Day Third Monday in January

Lincoln’s Birthday February 12

Presidents’ Day Third Monday in February

Pulaski Day First Monday in March

Memorial Day Last Monday in May

Juneteenth June 19

Independence Day July 4

Labor Day First Monday in September

Columbus Day/Indigenous People’s Day Second Monday in October

Veterans Day November 11

Thanksgiving Fourth Thursday in November

Christmas December 25





Family Travel

Chicago might be one of the most fun places in the world to be a kid. Epic museums, a free zoo and miles of lakefront are designed for endless adventures. Every major professional sport is represented here, parks and playgrounds are plentiful, and there’s always something new and exciting happening in the city.


Deals & Discounts

Visitors under 14 receive free admission to the Art Institute of Chicago, while the Chicago History Museum provides free admission to children 17 and under. The Museum of Science & Industry offers discounted admission for children between the ages of three and 11. Children also receive discounted admission to the 360 Chicago observation deck at 875 N Michigan Ave and the Skydeck at Willis Tower.

Museum Sleepovers

Spend the night with the dinosaurs at the Field Museum. Have a slumber party with whales, penguins and fish at the Shedd Aquarium. Bunk with butterflies during an overnight at the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum or explore the Museum of Science & Industry after hours on a scavenger hunt. Events typically conclude with breakfast the next morning.


Kid-friendly Food

Chicago is full of family-friendly restaurants and offers lots of options for even the pickiest eaters. Many restaurants offer children’s menus with discounted prices and kid-friendly options like chicken nuggets, burgers, pizza and grilled cheese sandwiches.




Sensory Experiences

Watch your kids jump into a pool of sprinkles at the Museum of Ice Cream, play with slime at the Sloomoo Institute, or visit the Museum of Science & Industry during its low-sensory mornings to check out a more sensory-friendly and less-crowded environment.




BEST FOR KIDS

Griffin Museum of Science & Industry

Step aboard a German U-505 submarine, take a seat on an early American diesel-electric passenger train car or learn about Black architects, the science of storms and the intricacies of flight.

Shedd Aquarium

Get up close to sea lions and penguins, or feed the stingrays if you’re visiting during summer.

Field Museum

Check out Sue, the largest and most complete fossilized T-rex ever found, and Maximo the Titanosaur, the largest dinosaur to walk the earth.
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BRONZEVILLE CHILDREN’S MUSEUM

Opened in 1993, this museum on the south side of the city is the world’s first and only children’s museum dedicated to African American history. Designed for children between the ages of four and nine years old, the museum’s guided exhibits are designed to teach kids about African American inventors and their life-changing creations. The interactive museum provides children with an introduction to Bronzeville, the thriving Black metropolis of Chicago in the 1920s to 1950s, and aims to inspire them with stories about Bronzeville locals and other African Americans who have become leaders in science, sports, tech, engineering, art and mathematics.





Health & Safe Travel

INSURANCE

For foreigners traveling to the US, health insurance is a must because even minor medical needs can carry high costs. Domestic visitors are generally covered under their insurance policies, but foreign visitors should purchase travel insurance valid in the US before their trip. Driving requires valid insurance, which is available through rental car agencies and many credit cards.
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Road Safety

Call 911 to report injuries, property damage and road hazards after an accident. Drivers are required to make a police report for accidents resulting in death, injury or significant property damage. For minor accidents that don’t result in death, injury or damages, it may be possible to file a police report online for up to 10 days after the incident.

Personal Safety

Common sense goes a long way to protecting yourself in Chicago. Pay attention to your surroundings. Remove earphones when walking or taking public transit. Verify ride shares through license plates. Opt for a cross-body bag instead of a shoulder bag. Lock car doors when parked and when driving.


THE ART OF LAYERING

Start with thermal underwear and/or a thin base layer. Add a thicker layer like a sweater, light jacket or vest, and then a coat.



BEACH FLAGS

Green Flag
No swimming restrictions
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Yellow Flag
Swimming is allowed but caution is advised
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Red Flag
No swimming allowed
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Extreme Weather

If you’re traveling during winter when temperatures can dip below zero, layer your clothing and bring a hat, gloves and a warm coat. Winter boots with good traction can help with navigating icy streets, stairs and train platforms. If temperatures are around zero, try not to stay outside for more than a few minutes.


CRIME

It might not feel like it after a day in Lincoln Park, but Chicago has a higher rate of violent crime than many American cities. It’s concentrated within a few neighborhoods, and local gang activity is blamed for more than half of the city’s violent crime.

Major tourist areas are all reasonably safe, but that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t take normal, big-city precautions, especially if solo at night. Many crimes involve cell phone theft, so be subtle when using yours.







Food, Drink & Nightlife


When to Eat

Breakfast/brunch (7am to 3pm) Menus typically include eggs, bacon, sausage, pancakes, waffles and oatmeal.

Lunch (11am to 3pm) Anything from sandwiches and salads to burgers, falafel and tacos.

Dinner (5pm to 10pm) Everything from steaks and pastas to fancy tasting menus.

Late night (10pm to 3am) Hot dogs stands and all-night diner breakfasts.



Where to Eat

Food stands Eat some of the best burgers and hot dogs in the city for under $10.

Diners A diner meal may cost a few bucks more, but breakfast all day, a menu of comfort foods and a cozy booth are always worth it.

Cafes From bakeries and sandwich shops to themed eateries, the variety of midrange cafes in the city is as varied as its neighborhoods.

Restaurants Have an excellent meal at a tiny neighborhood spot or indulge in an expensive Michelin-star tasting menu.


MENU DECODER

Deep dish A uniquely Chicago style of pizza with layers of toppings and lots of cheese.

Tavern-style A thin-crust Chicago-style pizza with slices cut into squares.

Jibarito A Puerto Rican sandwich served on plantains instead of bread.

Italian beef Melt-in-your-mouth sandwiches of sliced roast beef simmered in gravy, served on French bread dipped in gravy and topped with giardiniera and peppers.

Giardiniera A spicy condiment that submerges a hefty dose of Serrano peppers, bell peppers, carrots, cauliflower, onions and celery in seasoned vinegar and olive oil.

Chicago dog A hot dog topped with chopped white onions, sweet pickle relish, a dill pickle spear, tomato slices, peppers, celery salt and yellow mustard.

Pizza puff Like a sausage Hot Pocket but better. Ideal for late-night snacking.
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How to… Drink Malört

Jeppson’s Malört is a traditional Swedish style of bitters that was a tonic for stomach worms decades before it became a key component of a local specialty known as the Chicago Handshake. It was created as a medicine during Prohibition, an effort to sidestep the prevailing liquor laws. It’s historically been consumed as a shot, sometimes alongside an Old Style beer – the Chicago Handshake. But with a flavor that’s been described as the ‘worst booze ever’ and a ‘burnt condom filled with gasoline’, there is a better way to sample this acquired taste. Try the Tassles and Assles, a bourbon and Malört-spiked peach tea at Mother’s Ruin, a Malört blended mai tai at The Whistler, or the latest craft Malört cocktails at the Violet Hour, which distills its own Malört. Or opt for a more traditional cocktail of Jeppson’s Malört, lemongrass ginger syrup and a splash of lemon-lime soda at the Bad Apple.


HOW MUCH FOR A…

espresso
$4–5

craft beer
$8–10

glass of wine
$12–16

scoop of ice cream
$5

deep dish pizza for two
$25

Chicago dog
$5

fancy steak at a steakhouse
$50–100



How to… Eat All the Iconic Chicago Foods

If Chicago didn’t invent it, the city put enough of its spin on several foods to make them local icons. Here’s what to eat in Chicago and where to eat it.

Chicago dog An all-beef hot dog topped with onions, relish, tomatoes, a pickle and mustard. Order at Superdawg, Red Hot Ranch, Jimmy’s Red Hots or the Wieners Circle.

Deep-dish pizza Hand-tossed crust topped with layers of meats, cheeses and vegetables. Try it at Lou Malnati’s, Giordano’s, Gino’s East or Pequod’s.

Tavern-style pizza Deep dish may get all the attention, but thin-crust pizzas with slices cut into squares are also a local favorite. Try it at Pat’s Pizzeria or Vito & Nick’s.

Chicago popcorn Garrett’s Chicago mix of caramel and cheddar popcorn is the perfect mix of sweet and savory.

Italian beef A twist on the French dip, this roast beef sandwich is dipped in a jus. Try it at Al’s Beef, Portillo’s or Buona Beef.

Jibarito This twist on a Puerto Rican sandwich is served on flattened green plantains instead of bread. Try it where it was invented at Borinquen on Western Ave.

Rainbow cone This ice-cream cone is loaded with a rainbow stack of ice-cream flavors: orange sherbet, pistachio, strawberry, chocolate and Palmer House, a vanilla ice cream with walnuts and maraschino cherries. Try it at the Original Rainbow Cone in Beverly on the South Side.
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Hold the Ketchup

Chicagoans load up their hot dogs with mustard, onions, pickles, tomatoes, peppers and relish, but the one thing you’ll never find on an authentic Chicago dog is ketchup.




GET THE TABLE

There may be thousands of places to eat in Chicago but some of them can be very hard to get into. If your restaurant wish list includes Alinea’s multi-course tasting menu, which incorporates fog machines and edible helium balloons, you’ll need to plan a few months ahead. Alinea opens reservations on the 15th of every month and accepts reservations up to two months out. Even with prices starting at $295 per person, the competition to snag one of these coveted tables can be fierce. If you aren’t able to get a reservation, put yourself on the waitlist.

Recent Michelin addition Kasama opens reservations 45 days out, or you could wait in line to try Kasama for lunch. Reservations at Bavette’s Bar & Boeuf open at 9am and can be booked 21 days in advance, but temper your expectations. These reservations have been hard to get ever since the steakhouse opened in 2012.

If you’re looking for a highly coveted restaurant meal and staying at a hotel with a concierge, ask them to help. Some local concierges are well-connected and can make tables appear like magic. No matter what, one thing’s for sure: there’s always another delicious option in Chicago.







Responsible Travel

Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when traveling, and the importance of making changes where we can. Lonely Planet urges all travelers to engage with their travel carbon footprint. Many airlines and booking sites offer the option of offsetting the impact of greenhouse gas emissions by contributing to climate-friendly initiatives around the world.

Travel by Train

Instead of flying or driving, take Amtrak to Chicago. Travel from San Francisco for a scenic train ride through the Rocky Mountains, or get to Chicago in under seven hours from Milwaukee, Kansas City, St Louis or Detroit.

Take Public Transit

Chicago’s system of buses and city trains go to key sites like museums, parks, beaches, Wrigley Field, Soldier Field and other attractions. Take public transit to downtown hotels from Chicago O’Hare and Midway airports.

Shop Secondhand

Prevent quality items from making their way into landfills while scoring deals by shopping at one of the city’s many thrift stores. Look for bargains or high-end and designer resale items.

Bring Your Own Bag

Every plastic bag at a Chicago retailer will cost you 5 cents. Save your money – and help protect the environment – by packing a reusable shopping bag. Or pick up a souvenir reusable tote while you’re here.
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Choose hotels that use refillable toiletry bottles instead of single-use plastics. Decline housekeeping when you don’t need it, reuse your towels and turn off the lights when you leave.




Visit the zero-waste Unwaste Shop on Madison St or stock up your vacation rental with refillable grocery items and local produce, meats and dairy products at the Dill Pickle Co-Op on Milwaukee Ave.
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LOCAL WALKING TOURS

One of the most eco-friendly ways to sightsee is on foot. Take a walking tour of one of Chicago’s neighborhoods or of its architectural highlights to experience the city while minimizing your environmental impact.


EAT VEGAN

Chicago is an excellent place to try limiting your meat consumption. Have vegan ice cream at Vaca’s Creamery or try vegetarian soul food, diner-style comfort food or vegan Mexican food.

Cycle the City

Rent a bicycle and head to the lakefront trail system on a long summer day. Or hop on a rented Divvy bike to get between stops on your itinerary.

Have Coffee At Uncommon Ground

This local coffee shop chain was the first to open a certified organic rooftop farm in the US and is home to the first organic brewery in Chicago.

Go to Millenium Park

This 25-acre park over a downtown parking garage is an urban oasis that helps reduce surface temperatures and better regulate energy consumption.


Go birdwatching or enjoy the plant life at one of 70 local nature and bird sanctuaries.




Chicago has more than 300 miles of urban bike lanes and 18 miles of lakefront cycling paths.
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Farmers Markets

Three year-round sustainable farmers markets work with local vendors practicing responsible environmental stewardship toward their land and animals. Visit these Green City Market locations in Lincoln Park, the West Loop and Avondale.




RESOURCES

choosechicago.com A quick overview of green attractions from this Chicago tourism body.
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naturemuseum.org Discover the Sustainability Center at the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum.
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enjoyillinois.com Cycling trail inspiration for Chicago and beyond.
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LGBTIQ+ Travelers

Chicago is one of the most gay-friendly cities in the US. It’s where the US gay rights movement began in the 1920s. It’s home to the country’s first official gayborhood, the country’s only leather museum and more gay-owned bars, restaurants and shops than you could ever visit in a single trip. It also throws one of the best Pride parties in the world.


Chicago Pride

Chicago Pride lasts all month long every June. The celebration includes one of the largest Pride parades in the US, one that winds along streets lined with lively gay bars and clubs every day of the year. There’s a separate two-day party featuring drag shows, dance performances and a high-heel race in Boystown about a week before the parade. Grant Park hosts a two-day music festival celebrating equity, diversity and good times, and Andersonville hosts a three-day Pride party each June.
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NEIGHBORHOODS

Gay culture thrives in Chicago. Northalsted, also known as Boystown, is the country’s oldest officially recognized gay neighborhood. Its beating heart is N Halsted St, which is lined with lively gay bars, clubs and drag venues. Andersonville is a more laid-back optionn that has long been a destination for local lesbians, though its popularity with gay men has grown sharply in recent years. Uptown and Rogers Park are also hubs for local gay communities.




Drag Scene

The city is home to a vibrant and varied drag scene. Check out the Baton Show Lounge in Uptown, Lips in South Loop and Kit Kat Lounge & Supper Club in Northalsted. Stars of RuPaul’s Drag Race are known to stop by Roscoe’s Tavern.



LESBIAN CHICAGO

Andersonville is the unofficial hub of Chicago’s lesbian community. It hosts the Back Lots Bash for Pride and is home to several LGBTIQ-owned establishments including Nobody’s Darling and Whiskey Girl Tavern. In West Town, check out Dorothy, a ’70s-inspired lesbian cocktail lounge. The Lincoln Lodge in Logan Square hosts monthly lesbian comedy nights. Sidetrack in Boystown hosts Sapphic Saturdays once a month.

DON’T MISS

Head to Furama in Uptown for dim sum and drag. Support a Black-owned gay bar in South Shore with a visit to Jeffrey Pub. Check out the city’s oldest Latina drag bar, La Cuerva, in Little Village. Plan your visit around Lincoln Lodge’s monthly lesbian comedy nights in Logan Square or around a Wednesday queer line-dancing night at Charlie’s Chicago. Or dance all night at Hydrate in Northalsted.


Leather Lifestyle

Leather subculture is alive and well in Chicago, and it’s mostly centered around the Rogers Park neighborhood. This is where you’ll find the Leather Archives & Museum and the popular leather clubs Touché and Jackhammer. Or head to Cell Block in Northalsted.







Accessible Travel

Chicago is one of the most accessible large cities in the United States. Top sights are accessible to travelers in wheelchairs and those with visual and hearing impairments. Buses with ramps and lifts serve 10,000 stops along 130 routes, and wheelchair-accessible accommodations are available across the city and across all price-points.


Taxis & Rideshares

Wheelchair-accessible taxis are available through the Curb app or by calling 1-888-928-2227. Wheelchair-accessible rideshares can be booked through the Uber app.


Accommodations

US law requires hotels built or updated after 1993 to be accessible to people with disabilities. In Chicago, accessible rooms can be found across budgets and across the city.




Airport

Chicago O’Hare and Midway International airports offer accessible parking and restrooms. Both airports provide passengers assistance with passing through security and areas for service animals to relieve themselves.




RESOURCES

Transit Chicago (transitchicago.com/accessibility/accessibleservices) A list of accessible Chicago Transit Authority L train stations.

Chitown Cabbie (chitowncabbie.com) Wheelchair-accessible taxi service available 24 hours.

Wrigley Field (mlb.com/cubs/ballpark/accessibility) Accessibility guide to Wrigley Field, home of the Chicago Cubs.



Beaches

Some of the city’s most scenic lakefront walks are wheelchair-accessible and have accessible restrooms. Use the paths and beach mats at Ohio Street Beach, North Avenue Beach, and 12th Street Beach at Northerly Island.

Local Trains

Chicago has 145 local train stations, 103 of which are accessible. All CTA train cars include areas for securing wheelchairs. Accessible stations have elevators or ramps, wheelchair-accessible fare gates and audio as well as braille on vending machines.

Sidewalks & Ramps

Chicago has ample sidewalks that are kept clear and passable during winter and best maintained in and around the city center. The city adds about 7000 ADA compliant ramps each year.

PARKING

Cars displaying Illinois disability placards are exempt from parking meter fees. Visitors with out-of-state and foreign disability placards are permitted to park in accessible parking spaces but don’t receive parking meter payment exemptions.


Attractions

Many of Chicago’s top sights – including Millennium Park, Wrigley Field and Willis Tower – are wheelchair-accessible, as are most museums. Theaters are wheelchair accessible and offer assistive listening devices and sign language interpretation.
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A History of Chicago in 15 places

Start with a renegade cow, the Great Fire, Al Capone and amped-up music that kindled rock and roll and you’ve already got a whopper of a tale.

Karla Zimmerman

Meet the Chicagoans

From North Side to South Side, discover the low-key cultured cool of Chicago’s inhabitants.

Karla Zimmerman

Public Art Pioneer

Chicago was one of the first US cities to have public policy about public art. Learn how this has paid off big time.

Karla Zimmerman

The Fingerprints of Frank Lloyd Wright

Frank Lloyd Wright is arguably America’s most famous architect, and Chicago is where he got his start.

Lauren Keith

City of Immigrants

You can experience much of the world in a city that’s a patchwork of cultures.

Meena Thiruvengadam
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A HISTORY OF CHICAGO IN
15 PLACES

Much of Chicago’s past is downright legendary, with scenes of a renegade cow and Great Fire, gangster shootouts and Al Capone hangouts. Throw in the invention of towers that reached into the clouds and amped-up music that kindled rock and roll, and you’ve got a whopper of a tale. By Karla Zimmerman


CHICAGO PACKS A lot into its plot. Native Americans – initially the Miami and Illiniwek, and later the Potawatomi – were the original residents and the ones who gave the place its name: ‘shikaakwa’, from the Algonquian word meaning ‘wild onions’ (which were growing abundantly in the once-swampy environs).

Non-Native settlement began around 1779. Chicago became a city in 1837. It started out with 4000 residents, but quickly ballooned to 112,000 by 1860. Immigrants from Ireland, Germany, Poland and Scandinavia poured in, drawn by jobs at the railroads, slaughterhouses and machinery factories.

The new city’s pivotal moment happened on October 8, 1871, when the Great Chicago Fire began burning and ultimately destroyed most of downtown. The story goes that Mrs O’Leary’s cow kicked over the lantern that started the conflagration, but others say it was set accidentally by careless humans. One thing is for sure: city planners decided they would rebuild using steel instead of flammable wood. So began Chicago’s path as an architectural trendsetter and skyscraper mastermind.

The spirit of innovation continued: Ferris wheels, blues music and nuclear reactors all originated here. A less savory plot line has to do with corruption, which ran rampant during Al Capone’s era and has lingered into modern times.

1. DuSable Home

THE CITY’S LAUNCH PAD

Chicago’s founder was a Black man named Jean Baptiste Point DuSable, who scholars think was born in Haiti. He arrived here with his Potawatomi wife around 1779, and built a trading post and farm along the Chicago River at what today is called Pioneer Court (abutting DuSable Bridge). A bronze bust marks the spot where his cabin stood. DuSable was a respected entrepreneur who prospered. He spoke English, French, Spanish and several Native American dialects and did business with all types of people. In 1800 he sold the property and moved downstate, but it’s from his settlement that Chicago sprouted.

For more on the site, visit Pioneer Court at 401 N Michigan Ave.

2. Graceland Cemetery

ROLL CALL OF FAMOUS CHICAGOANS

Founded in 1860, Graceland Cemetery is the final resting place for many of Chicago’s most notable citizens. Back then the city had decided to stop using Lincoln Park as the public burial ground, and so Graceland became the main graveyard. It’s nicknamed the ‘cemetery of architects’, and indeed folks like Daniel Burnham (1893 Chicago World’s Fair designer) and Fazlur Khan (Willis Tower engineer) catch their eternal zzz’s here. Cyrus McCormick, whose factory sparked the Haymarket riot, and Union Stockyards meatpacking magnate Philip Armour both lie here too. Even baseball player Ernie Banks – aka ‘Mr Cub’ – rests here in a nifty tomb.

For more on Graceland Cemetery

3. Union Stockyards

HOG BUTCHER FOR THE WORLD

The Union Stockyards opened on the South Side in 1865. Thanks to Chicago’s central location, rail network and abundance of cheap immigrant labor, it quickly became the world’s meat processing hub. Millions of pigs and cows trundled through the still-standing Stockyards Gate each year to meet their demise in the slaughterhouses and some 40,000 people worked here at the height of the action in the 1920s. Conditions for workers were terrible, with long hours, low wages and a dangerous, unsanitary environment. Exposés by writers like Upton Sinclair led to labor reforms eventually, and these had a national impact. The stockyards closed in 1971.

For more on the Union Stockyards
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4. Water Tower

FIERY SURVIVOR

The 154ft-tall, turreted Water Tower is a defining city icon. After the Great Chicago Fire ripped through town in October 1871 – torching more than 17,000 buildings, pretty much the entire inner city – the Water Tower was one of the few structures left standing. This was due to its yellow limestone bricks, which withstood the flames, but also due to firefighter Frank Trautman, who soaked blankets and sails in lake water and covered parts of the building. Built in 1869 in an eye-popping Gothic style, the tower went on to become a symbol for a city that would rise from the ashes.

For more on Water Tower

5. Haymarket Square

DEADLY LABOR FIGHT

On May 4, 1886, a deadly riot took place at Haymarket Sq that ignited the world’s labor movement. In the days leading up, workers at factories including the McCormick Harvesting Machine Works had been on strike fighting for an eight-hour work day. They planned a rally at Haymarket Sq, which began peacefully but turned inflammatory when police intervened. Someone (never identified) threw a bomb that exploded and killed seven officers. The government responded harshly, convicting eight anarchists and executing four. This violent crackdown on labor activists ultimately brought international attention to the plight of workers. A sculpture marks the square today.

For more on Haymarket Square

6. Monadnock Building

ARCHITECTURAL TIME CAPSULE

Architecture buffs go gaga at the Monadnock because it’s two skyscrapers in one that show a turning point in high-rise evolution. The northern half (from 1891) is older and more plain-looking, since architects Burnham & Root used thick, traditional load-bearing walls. But Root died, and Holabird & Roche took over to build the southern half in 1893. They used the new metal frame technology that had recently been developed, and it let the outer walls be thinner and jazzier, with scalloped edges and bigger windows. This latter style went on to revolutionize skyscraper design.

For more on the Monadnock Building

7. Jackson Park

WORLD’S FAIR STARDOM

This lakefront tract hosted the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair. The event centered on a grand complex of specially built structures painted white and brilliantly lit by electric searchlights, aka the ‘White City’. Designed by architectural luminaries such as Daniel Burnham and Frederick Law Olmsted, the fairgrounds were meant to show how parks, streets and buildings could be designed in a harmonious manner to enrich the chaotic urban environment. Open for only five months, the exposition attracted 27 million visitors, many of whom rode the newly built L train from the Loop. The fair put Chicago on the map as a city of big ideas.

For more on Jackson Park

8. Grant Park

PRESERVING THE LAKEFRONT

Chicago’s ‘front yard’ was the subject of many legal fights. While forward-thinking locals had lobbied to have the lakefront green space protected back in 1835, city commissioners wavered on it 55 years later when they allowed plans for civic buildings to go up there. Retail magnate A Montgomery Ward said nope, the downtown park should remain an open public space with no obstructions to the lakefront. He took the city to court multiple times between 1890 and 1911, when he finally won the right for Grant Park to remain ‘forever open, clear and free’. The doctrine ultimately extended up and down the lakefront.

For more on Grant Park

9. Bronzeville

HAVEN FOR BLACK CULTURE

Bronzeville is the historic heart of Chicago’s Black arts and cultural scene. During the Great Migration, the biggest mass movement in US history, millions of Black people left the South between 1910 and 1970, and some 500,000 settled in Chicago. The Chicago Defender, a major Black newspaper based in Bronzeville, encouraged this exodus, though arrivals generally were restricted to living in the South Side’s ‘Black Belt’ areas by openly prejudicial real estate practices. Still, Bronzeville thrived as the ‘Black Metropolis’ through the 1950s, with a remarkable jazz, literary and civil rights history you can catch glimpses of today.

For more on Bronzeville

10. Green Mill

MOBSTER HANGOUT

The Green Mill jazz club is legendary for its gangster history. During Prohibition (1920–33), the club was a speakeasy that supposedly was part-owned by Jack ‘Machine Gun’ McGurn, a henchman of Al Capone. Gangsters, including the boss himself, were frequent customers. They used the tunnels beneath the venue to hide alcohol and to escape from police during raids. Speakeasies like this helped fuel the success of the Chicago mob, which made a fortune dealing in illegal booze. The gangster activities ended (Capone went to jail in 1931, McGurn was murdered in 1936), but the first-rate jazz continues to this day.

For more on the Green Mill

11. Nuclear Energy Sculpture

WHERE THE ATOMIC AGE BEGAN

As WWII raged on, Enrico Fermi and a group of fellow scientists began meeting at the University of Chicago in 1942 to work on a secret experiment: to achieve the first controlled nuclear chain reaction. On December 2 of that year, they accomplished it. The scene was a dank squash court under the university’s abandoned football stadium. The nuclear reactor was supposed to have been built in a forest preserve 20 miles away, but a labor strike had stopped work. So the impatient scientists went ahead and constructed it on campus. Henry Moore’s sculpture marks the site where it all went down.

For more on Nuclear Energy


12. Blues Heaven Foundation

SWEET HOME OF THE BLUES

In Chicago no music genre is as iconic as the blues – the electric blues, to be exact. This is the city where Muddy Waters, Howlin’ Wolf and friends plugged in their amps c 1950, and guitar grooves reached new decibel levels. Brothers Leonard and Phil Chess knew the sound was unprecedented, and they set up Chess Records to capture it. From 1957 to 1967, everyone from Waters to Bo Diddley, Chuck Berry and the Rolling Stones came to the unassuming building at 2120 S Michigan Ave to record. The Blues Heaven Foundation preserves the original studios and stories from the era.

For more on the Blues Heaven Foundation
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13. Second City

COMEDY CENTRAL

A group of University of Chicago students began performing intentionally unstructured skits in a campus bar some 65 years ago, and voilà – improv comedy was born. The troupe went on to open Second City theater in 1959 in Old Town, where their original gag of incorporating audience suggestions into quick-witted comedy became standard fare. Over the years, Second City has produced some of the country’s most capable funny-bone ticklers including Bill Murray, Stephen Colbert, Tina Fey, Steve Carell and Keegan-Michael Key. The group adopted its tongue-in-cheek name from New Yorker articles mocking Chicago.

For more on Second City

14. Willis Tower

HIGH IN THE SKY

Chicago’s tallest building was called the Sears Tower when it was completed in 1973. For almost 25 years it prevailed as the world’s highest skyscraper. Engineer Fazlur Khan came up with the design of nine bundled tubes after looking at cigarettes in their pack. It took 2000 workers three years to build the structure to its record-breaking height. The tower became an emblem of the city’s innovation and modernization, especially at a time when downtown was lagging. SOM, the local architectural firm that Khan worked for, went on to design many more of the world’s tallest buildings, including the Burj Khalifa.

For more on Willis Tower

15. Pilsen

GATEWAY FOR NEWCOMERS

Pilsen, a short distance southwest of downtown, has long been a place where new immigrants settled in Chicago. Those from Germany and Ireland were the first wave in the 1840s, drawn by the neighborhood’s cheap rent and location near factories. Czechs arrived in the 1870s; they’re the ones who named the neighborhood after a city in their homeland. In the 1960s, Mexican families began moving in and Pilsen soon became the first majority-Latinx community in the city. It paved the way for Chicago’s current population, which is 30% Latinx. Pilsen remains a stronghold for the community. Its murals tell its story.

For more on Pilsen





MEET THE
CHICAGOANS

From North Side to South Side, summer to winter, among many nationalities in many neighborhoods, a low-key cultured cool pervades. By Karla Zimmerman


CHICAGOANS ARE A solid, sensible lot. We’re Midwestern that way. We take great pride in our city – our architecture, music, lakefront, food – but we’re down to earth about it, too. We’re not going to brag or get caught up in hype when we know there’s work to do.

And we work hard. I can’t tell you how many people I know who write plays or perform music, not as their day job, but on the side. They practice and collaborate, then take the stage in scrappy bars or storefront theaters, and they are really good. They’re not doing it for glory or money though. Rather, they do it to put something high-quality out there for fun. The satisfaction comes from the effort and a job well done, not status. That’s the local spirit.

Here’s another thing about Chicagoans: we have a deep allegiance to our ‘particular patch’, as writer Nelson Algren once termed it. Our neighborhoods are significant. The city has 77 official ones, and heaps more unofficial ones within the 77. When you say you’re from Bridgeport or Kenwood or Wicker Park, it conjures a particular identity, and locals get protective of theirs. Overarching the neighborhoods is the North Side–South Side divide. The stereotype is that Chicago’s North Side is more affluent, while the South Side is less moneyed. This is true to an extent, as is the fact historical immigration patterns and policies put different ethnicities in specific parts of the city, but the reality is more nuanced.

Today Chicago’s population breaks down pretty evenly between Black, white and Latinx residents, each comprising about 30% of the total. This looks different than in decades past, as the number of Latinx residents continues to rise, and the number of Black and white residents continues to decrease. And while the overall population has remained relatively stable during the past 30 years, where people live has shifted. The Loop and its surrounding communities have had the largest influx. Several South Side neighborhoods have seen significant outflow.

Some things we all agree on as Chicagoans. When the weather warms we dash like sun-starved maniacs for the parks and beaches. We put on shorts the first day it hits 60°F, fire up the grill and drink outside with friends. We know we have to soak it up while we can, because once winter hits, it’s time to hibernate. Thank goodness for the slew of neighborhood taverns to socialize in, where chances are equal that we’ll find an avant-garde jazz band, a poetry reading or a Bears or Bulls game on TV – and quite possibly all three. Because we like to mix our high culture and earthly pleasures.

Who & How Many

Chicago has a population of 2.7 million. Approximately 31% of residents are white, 30% Latinx, 29% Black, 7% Asian and 3% other. Currently, 20% of Chicagoans are foreign born, with most people coming from Latin America, Asia and Europe.


[image: jpg]

Roberto Galan/Shutterstock ©

[image: jpg]

Kobby Dagan/Shutterstock ©

[image: jpg]

Roberto Galan/Shutterstock ©

[image: jpg]

Roberto Galan/Shutterstock ©


ROOTED IN CHICAGO

I’ve lived in Chicago most of my life – for 35 years, to be exact. My first apartment was in Lincoln Park, then I moved north to Wrigleyville, then west to Ravenswood, then way west to Portage Park. So I’m a north sider, which explains the Cubs allegiance. I can’t imagine living anywhere else (well, maybe Tahiti in winter, when I’m waiting for the L and a 5°F icy wind is slicing through my coat). I love that the city is comprised of so many different cultures. My own neighborhood is all over the map. My next-door neighbors are from Puerto Rico and Poland, and the neighbors next to them are from Mexico and Ramallah. A Vietnamese cafe, a Romanian deli, a Colombian steakhouse and a Peruvian bakery dot the surrounding streets. Pretty much any kind of food, music, sport or activity I want is right here. So why live anywhere else?







PUBLIC ART
PIONEER

Chicago was one of the first US cities to have public policy about public art. Which has paid off big time. By Karla Zimmerman


THE PICASSO, THE Bean, the Flamingo – Chicago’s eye-popping public art is as much a part of its character as is its groundbreaking architecture. This is no accident. The city has had a plan in place for decades to integrate high-quality visual art into its public spaces.

Funding comes from the Percent for Art ordinance, which the city council passed in 1978. It initially stipulated that 1% of costs for constructing or renovating municipal buildings be set aside for obtaining original artworks. (The percentage eventually increased to 1.33%.) Chicago was one of the first US cities, and the largest, to legislate the inclusion of public art into its buildings. The program’s success spurred hundreds of other municipalities to follow suit.

But let’s back up. Even before the ordinance, Chicago was moving ahead with its vision. In 1963 it commissioned ‘The Picasso’, the piece that launched the local scene. It was an audacious move. The city was putting the finishing touches on its new Civic Center (now the Daley Center), and thought it would be trendsetting to have 82-year-old Pablo Picasso fashion a massive sculpture for the building’s plaza. So they asked him, and he said yes.

Four years later, the 50ft, 160-ton piece was installed. Many locals were puzzled. What was it? An Afghan hound? A woman? Picasso never said what the abstract piece was supposed to represent. He refused payment for the work and gifted it to the city.
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Rock-Star Works

The Picasso eventually won over its naysayers. Who doesn’t like a big, goofy statue you can touch, climb and ponder right in the middle of downtown? Hot on its heels came Alexander Calder’s red-pink Flamingo in 1974, designed to provide color to the stark buildings surrounding it in Federal Plaza. City officials were so proud of the sculpture they had Calder dedicate it by riding into the Loop on a bandwagon pulled by 40 horses, accompanied by a circus parade. Marc Chagall’s expansive Four Seasons mosaic was also unveiled in the Loop in 1974.

All of these works became part of Chicago’s fabric. They’re local landmarks. But nothing became a city symbol quite like the Bean. The silver blob – officially titled Cloud Gate, by Anish Kapoor – first appeared in Millennium Park in 2004, but it took two more years to refine and polish it, so it was 2006 when it opened to the public. Within months it became the most popular attraction in the city. Like all of Chicago’s best public art, it’s irresistibly accessible. You can walk around it and underneath it and feel its smoothness. It plays off the architecture around it, reflecting the skyscrapers and silvery swoops of Frank Gehry’s nearby Pritzker Pavilion. Pick up any postcard of Chicago and it likely features the Bean front and center.

CHICAGO’S PUBLIC ART ISN’T JUST DOWNTOWN. MURALS, MOSAICS AND SCULPTURES SHOW UP IN TRAIN STATIONS, ROAD UNDERPASSES AND MUNICIPAL FACILITIES THROUGHOUT THE CITY, BRINGING ART TO EVERYDAY LIFE IN THE NEIGHBORHOODS.

Art in the Neighborhoods

Chicago’s public art isn’t just downtown. Murals, mosaics and sculptures show up in train stations, road underpasses and municipal facilities throughout the city, bringing art to everyday life in the neighborhoods. Look at Garfield Station, on the Green Line near Washington Park: the whole depot is part of a bold installation by artist Nick Cave, with gorgeous floral designs rendered in a ceiling mosaic and fused glass platform windbreaks. 18th St Station on the Pink Line in Pilsen is another example, slathered in bright murals from Mexican folklore.

Pilsen itself is an open-air gallery. Muralists began adorning the community’s buildings with images from Mexican culture starting in the 1960s, and they’ve continued ever since, creating perhaps the richest canvas of any Chicago neighborhood.

Other prolific outdoor street art galleries include the Hubbard Street Murals along the train tracks in West Town, which was started in the 1970s and recently revitalized; the Clifton Ave Street Art Gallery by the Wilson L station in Uptown; and the Wabash Arts Corridor in the South Loop.





THE FINGERPRINTS
OF FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT

Frank Lloyd Wright is arguably America’s most famous architect, and Chicago is where he got his start. By Lauren Keith


CHICAGO WAS NOT the birthplace of Frank Lloyd Wright (he was born in small-town Wisconsin in 1867), but the Windy City is where he left his biggest mark as one of the 20th century’s most prolific architects. Wright’s career spanned more than 70 years, during which he designed some 1100 buildings – more than 530 of which were constructed. Chicago and its suburb of Oak Park have the densest concentration of Frank Lloyd Wright buildings in the world.

Wright was the son of a preacher and a teacher. Anna Lloyd Jones, Frank’s mother, came from a large family that had emigrated from Wales to Wisconsin and were devout Unitarians. Wright wrote in his autobiography that his destiny was laid out for him by his mother even before he was born, claiming that wood engravings of cathedrals in England were hung around his crib. When Wright was nine years old, Anna bought him a set of Froebel blocks – wooden cubes, spheres and triangles that children can use to build and play – and the angular geometric forms had a lasting effect on Wright.

His uncle Jenkin Lloyd Jones was a Unitarian minister, and in 1887 he commissioned Joseph Silsbee’s Chicago architecture firm to design a private family sanctuary, Unity Chapel, in Wisconsin. Though Wright was not technically employed by Silsbee, he worked as a draftsman on the project, making this building his first work. Wright moved to Chicago a year later, and Silsbee officially hired him as a draftsman.

[image: jpg]

Frank Lloyd Wright Home & Studio | Todd Bannor/Alamy Stock Photo ©

A Blank Slate

In 1871, the Great Chicago Fire tore through the city, providing the scorched earth and fertile ground for a new generation of architects to think outside the box. Within a year of his arrival in Chicago, Wright started working for the renowned firm Adler & Sullivan, directly under the wing of Louis Sullivan, a prestigious architect in his own right whom Wright called Lieber Meister, German for ‘dear master’.

Wright persuaded Sullivan to loan him money so that he could build himself a home on a corner lot in Oak Park, west of Chicago, on the edge of the prairie. Wright’s own house was his first independent residential design and build. Visitors today will notice that the shingled exterior doesn’t have his usual long horizontal lines and low roof, but hints of his signature style had started to emerge, especially once you step inside the front door.

Despite the loan and his salary from Adler & Sullivan, Wright had a penchant for luxury and never-ending renovations that frequently left his wallet empty, so he started accepting independent commissions outside of his work at the firm. He built many homes for his neighbors in Oak Park, known as his ‘bootleg houses’. Once Sullivan found out, Wright was forced out of the firm – it’s not clear whether he quit or was fired; both sides maintained whichever story made them look better – but this split was the spark that Wright needed to start his own architectural practice.

Frank’s Philosophy

Wright’s designs – and those from architects inspired by him – became known as the Prairie School, the first uniquely American style of architecture. However, like many trends in the United States, the roots started growing elsewhere. The Prairie School combined the ideals of the Arts and Crafts movement – a British Isles–born rebuttal to mass production that emphasized the beauty of nature and nonmachine craftsmanship – and the ideals of Wright’s mentor, Louis Sullivan, who thought that architecture should provide a sense of place.

The long, seemingly never-ending horizontal landscape of the Midwestern prairie defined Wright’s style, and he said that Prairie-Style buildings are ‘married to the ground’. Prairie-Style structures spread over their lots and usually feature flat or shallow roofs, hanging eaves and cantilevered roofs. The horizontal is further accented by long wooden decorative beams and rows of art-glass windows, often emblazoned with geometric representations of native prairie plants in shapes reminiscent of Wright’s Froebel blocks.

Inside, the fireplace is at the heart of the home, a symbol of family and a cozy place to gather. The reduction of interior walls, today the ubiquitous open-plan design but revolutionary for its time, also puts the focus on the family.

‘THE MISSION OF AN ARCHITECT IS TO HELP PEOPLE UNDERSTAND HOW TO MAKE LIFE MORE BEAUTIFUL, THE WORLD A BETTER ONE FOR LIVING IN, AND TO GIVE REASON, RHYME, AND MEANING TO LIFE.’ – FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT, 1957
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At Home in Nature

Wright coined the term ‘organic architecture’ and perhaps summed it up best when he said, ‘I’d like to have architecture that belonged where you see it standing, and was a grace to the landscape instead of a disgrace.’ His blueprints echoed the settings the structure was to be built in, and his designs blended the indoors with the natural world through the use of huge rows of carefully placed windows and planters built into the bones of the home, allowing in light, fresh air and nature.

The color schemes also tended toward the natural. Woodsy browns and sunshine yellow predominate, occasionally accented with a bold red.

Chicago & Beyond

By late 1909, Wright’s marriage was unraveling, and he left his wife, children and home-based studio for Europe with his mistress, Mamah Borthwick Cheney, the wife of a former client and Oak Park neighbor. While in Europe, Wright worked with publisher Ernst Wasmuth on a collection of drawings, known as the Wasmuth Portfolio, which brought Wright’s work to a new international audience.

Excommunicated from social circles when they returned to Chicago a year later, Wright began construction on a new home, Taliesin (pronounced tally-essin), not far from the area in Wisconsin where he’d grown up. While Wright received a few more Chicago-based commissions, the latter part of his career often took him elsewhere: to nearby Midwestern states, across the United States from coast to coast, and even to Japan, Egypt and Iraq.





CITY OF
IMMIGRANTS

You can experience much of the world in a city that’s a patchwork of cultures. By Meena Thiruvengadam


CHICAGO IS A place where immigrants have come to thrive since the city’s founding. Jean Baptiste Point DuSable, the founder of the settlement that would grow to become Chicago, was born to a French father and an enslaved African mother in present-day Haiti.

Irish, German and Scandinavian immigrants began arriving in the 1840s, and by 1850 more than half of the city’s population was foreign-born. The first of three waves of Polish immigration came in 1850 as people moved abroad to look for work.

Chicago was a place for Europeans to flee famine and earn money at a time when work was scarce back home. By 1870, there were more immigrants living in Chicago than any other place in North America. Between 1880 and 1960, Chicago’s foreign-born population was second only to New York’s.

Today, Chicago is home to about 1.7 million immigrants, equal to 18% of the city’s population. Many more are coming from Mexico, India, China and the Philippines nowadays instead of from Europe. Immigrants comprise an estimated 22% of the Chicago workforce, including one in three of its physicians, and own more than 100,000 businesses.

Chicago is home to the largest Bosnian population outside of Europe and the largest population of Bulgarian immigrants in the world. The city’s Polish population is only second to Warsaw’s. The city is a patchwork of cultures, a place where you can experience much of the world within city limits.

A Rare, Thriving Chinatown

As Chinatowns across North America shrink, Chicago is bucking the trend.

Armour Sq, the South Side neighborhood that includes Chinatown and the city’s Chinatown Gate, has seen its Asian population grow by 31% from 2010 to 2020, according to US Census data. The 30-block stretch is now home to more than 30,000 Chinese people and over 150 restaurants, bars and retailers.

‘There’s still a lot of new immigrants who choose to live here because of language and culture,’ said David Wu, executive director of the Pui Tak Center, a church-based community center in Chinatown. ‘There’s a strong cultural ethnic tie to wanting to live in this community.’

A new neighborhood library opened in 2015. The speakeasy-style Nine Bar opened behind a popular Chinese food restaurant in 2022. In 2023, Chicago elected its first Chinese-American City Councilwoman, the only Asian-American in Chicago to represent an Asian-American-majority ward.

Wu’s parents moved to Chinatown when they emigrated to the US. They moved to the suburbs but came back frequently to shop and visit their grandparents. The move to the suburbs from Chinatown is something fewer new immigrants are doing nowadays, Wu said, adding that it’s helping this area maintain its vibrancy.

‘It’s hard to have a normal neighborhood in those Chinatowns because you can only afford to live there if you live in substandard housing or can pay expensive market rates,’ Wu said.

Chicago’s Chinatown is less dense and more spread out, helping to keep rents down in a neighborhood that’s within a short commute of downtown. Visitors flock to Chinatown for its annual Lunar New Year Festival and all year long for dim sum, spicy Schezuan staples and noodle dishes worth the journey – wherever you’re traveling from.
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CHICAGO’S IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES HAVE LEFT A TRAIL OF ELABORATE CHURCHES, MUSEUMS, HERITAGE CENTERS, SMALL BUSINESSES AND CULTURAL CELEBRATIONS ACROSS THE CITY.

A Patchwork of Cultures

Chinatown is just one of many vibrant immigrant enclaves that dot Chicago and the suburbs. This is a city that goes all out to celebrate Puerto Rican pride in June and Mexico’s Independence Day on September 16. It’s home to the only Mexican fine arts museum in the US, a National Cambodian Heritage Museum and institutions dedicated to Puerto Rican, South Asian and Ukrainian art.

Within its orders, you’ll find a vibrant Greek town, a growing Ukrainian Village and a lively Little Vietnam. Whether it’s authentic pho, lechon, bibimbap or biryani you’re after, you’ll find it here.

Albany Park is a Koreatown divided by Lawrence Ave, known in the neighborhood as Seoul Drive. Pilsen, Little Village and the suburbs to their west are hubs for the Mexican-American community. Devon Ave is a Little India lined with chaat houses, sari shops and the first outpost of the Patel Brothers Indian grocery chain.

Polish immigrants settled around the intersection of Division, Milwaukee and Ashland Aves, an area now known as the Polish Triangle, and the perfect jumping-off point for exploring the city’s Polish heritage. This is where you’ll find the Polish Museum of America and some of the best pierogies, blintzes and potato pancakes in the US.

The city’s Muslim population began to grow in the 1960s. Palestinian immigrants began arriving in the late 1800s, and today, the suburb of Bridgeview is known as Little Palestine. Chicago and its suburbs have one of the largest Palestinian populations in the world. Iraqi Christians, Syrians and others escaping persecution have also sought refuge here.

The city is also home to a large and growing Filipino community and the world’s first Michelin-star Filipino restaurant, Kasama.

Chicago’s immigrant communities have left a trail of elaborate churches, museums, heritage centers, small businesses and cultural celebrations across the city. Consider timing your trip around the city’s Lunar New Year celebrations in February or for the St Patrick’s Day river dyeing in March. Or come for the Chicago Latino Film Festival in April, the Puerto Rican Festival and parade in June, the Chinatown Summer Fair in July or the African/Caribbean International Festival of Life, also in July.

Or venture into a neighborhood like Chinatown, the Polish Triangle, Devon Ave or Greek town whenever you’re in Chicago to experience a little bit of the world within the city.
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“The first time I tried the chocolate cake at Loaf Lounge – the cake made famous by The Bear – my head almost exploded. Sometimes the hype is real.
KARLA ZIMMERMAN
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“After visiting Chicago countless times, on this trip I finally tried my first Italian beef sandwich at Al’s #1 Italian Beef in Little Italy. Perhaps watching all those episodes of The Bear had something to do with it…”
LAUREN KEITH
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