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WELCOME TO NEW YORK CITY

THE JOURNEY BEGINS HERE
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West Village | LittlenySTOCK/shutterstock ©

My favorite experience is walking the streets of the West Village, where I live. I try to take a different street each time I run an errand – you never see the same thing twice.
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Name a city that can match New York’s glorious mosaic of neighborhoods, cultures and communities. Energy courses

through every block here – in the canyons of Midtown, certainly, but also in the street parties on Grand Concourse in the Bronx; at the Chinese food stalls of Flushing, Queens; in the human spectacle that is the Boardwalk at Coney Island, Brooklyn; and in the fiercely competitive pizzerias of Staten Island. I love feeling that hustle, and feeling that joy. Monuments and museums abound, but it’s the people that truly give New York City its buzz.

At specialty shops and businesses, at art classes and on side streets, you can expect slices of urban living you’ll find only here. After all, 8.5 million folks call this city home. And they wouldn’t dream of living anywhere else.

Brian Healy

@bhealynyc

A New York City native, Brian is a writer, cyclist, culture lover, urban wanderer and occasional cabaret singer.


WHO GOES WHERE

Our writers and experts choose the places that, for them, define New York City.
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Biking around Manhattan’s southern tip is like pedaling through an outdoor museum. There’s the granite grandeur of the Brooklyn Bridge and the peaceful passage through the Battery (pictured). FiDi’s skyscrapers kiss clouds along the Hudson River Greenway, and the Statue of Liberty waves from the water. While tracing the coastline, imagine the city’s seafaring origins.

[image: jpg]

John Garry

@garryjohnfrancis

John is a travel journalist and teacher based in Brooklyn Heights.
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Nothing says New York City to me more than the Empire State Building. Like everyone else, I grew up seeing this architectural icon in movies. It was one of the first sights I visited on my first trip to New York, and years later there are hundreds of photos of the Empire State Building on my camera roll. It’s a view that never gets old.
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Meena Thiruvengadam

@meenathiru

Meena writes about travel, culture, art and more, and is the founder and editor in chief of travelwithmeena.com.
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Summer in New York City has a reputation for being a swampy hellhole, but it’s my favorite time of year. People tend to forget that it has beaches just a subway or ferry ride away. One of my favorite spots is the beach at Jacob Riis Park, where you can swim in surprisingly clean water and soak up the sun alongside a smorgasbord of New Yorkers.
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Teddy Minford

@teddyminford

Teddy is a travel writer and editor who lives in Queens with her husband and their giant dog.
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Tompkins Square Park is my all-season go-to. I’ll bring my coffee or lunch, and in the evenings stroll and listen to musicians. Winter is my favorite time, for the inevitably crooked Christmas tree and because when it snows, there are dozens of snow sculptures. Sometimes I meet friends, sometimes strangers. To me, this is quintessential NYC.
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Caroline Trefler

@carolinetrefler

Based in NYC, Caroline Trefler is a writer and editor with a passion for the unexplored.
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My defining NYC experience is walking in Central Park and stopping by the Flower Garden and the lake near the Dana Discovery Center (pictured). It’s a big part of the city’s identity. Everyone knows Central Park, but they don’t realize how many different spots there are to explore inside. It is one of the best experiences in Manhattan, especially for peace and quiet.
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Dana Givens

@danawritesalot

Dana is a travel journalist and a New Yorker living in New Jersey.
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Settling into a chair in the Rose Reading Room in New York Public Library’s main building is one of the great privileges of living here. That such gilded and polished splendor – fit for royalty or a robber barron – is accessible to anyone off the street feels hard to believe. Its grandeur, only amplified by the enforced silence, encourages contemplation.
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Michael Grosberg

Michael writes about travel and culture and is cofounder of travel startup LikeLocal.
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The allure of bright lights drew me across the country and continues to fuel me. I still feel the shock and awe of stepping into Times Square (pictured) and finding a new delight every time. But nothing is more magical than Broadway. I love popping into theaters or entering online lotteries to score last-minute cheap seats to the greatest shows on earth.
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Rachel Chang

@rachelschang

Travel and pop-culture journalist and editor Rachel has lived in the NYC area since 2003.
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New York’s diversity is one of its greatest assets, and nowhere is that more apparent than in its neighborhoods – and its food. Traveling by train, you could be noshing on fresh-filled cannoli (pictured) in the Bronx and sampling Russian fare in Brighton Beach 90 minutes later; but I much prefer a long, meandering stroll.
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Maya Stanton

@mayastanton

A Brooklyn resident for more than 20 years, Maya is a writer and editor.






SKYLINE VIEWS

Nothing summons the energy and promise of New York City like the tableau of its dazzling towers. Does anyone live up there? What world-changing deals are being negotiated late into the night? Is anyone looking back at us? As the glass-fronted skyscrapers shimmer in early morning, high noon and the wee hours, the mysteries compound and the opportunities inspire. Whatever takes place in those glass towers makes the city – and the world – hum.
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Midtown Manhattan view from Summit One Vanderbilt | 365 Focus Photography/shutterstock ©

Looking Up

In NYC’s crammed streets, it’s hard to take the measure of the buildings rising all around. Head to somewhere like Central Park (pictured) to take in the scope of it all.
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Looking Down

Equally sensational are the views from one of the city’s skyscraper observatories. The view from the Empire State Building (pictured), shows just how big this place is.
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Looking Around

Buildings of all shapes, heights and ages are squeezed in between all the cloud-touching towers. Gaze in all directions to see how styles collide.



BEST SKYLINE EXPERIENCES
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Take the view to multiple, new, 360° levels at Summit One Vanderbilt 1, some 1400ft above the Midtown clamor.

Look out at views opening up to the Financial District from Hudson River Park 2 – they’re especially fetching from Little Island.

Visit the Empire State Building 3, one of the top city attractions for good reason. Its 86th-floor observatory offers unparalleled views of Gotham.

Head to Brooklyn 4 and hop from Williamsburg to Red Hook to Sunset Park for exhilarating views of the Manhattan skyline across the river.

Admire Midtown’s wall of density from Roosevelt Island 5. The views of the UN complex are especially lovely.








GREEN SPACES

Greenery is the universal antidote to stressful city living (and exploring). Thankfully, New York’s many parks are among its glories. Ranging from the serene, so-small-you-might-miss-them ‘pocket parks’ to huge expanses containing landscaped lawns, near-wild woods (really!) and miles of beaches, these green spaces are a crucial part of the city’s ecosystem, both natural and man-made. Sit down on a bench and recharge for a while.
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Washington Square Park | Kit Leong/shutterstock ©

Lush Landscapes

You’ll find elegantly designed parks throughout NYC, with sloping lawns, snaking walkways, peaceful water features and countless benches, such as in Bryant Park (pictured)..
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Urban Forests

New York contains hundreds of acres of woodlands, teeming with trees and wildlife. Escape from the clamorous streets with a true urban hike in Central Park (pictured).
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Sun & Sand

Amid New York’s skyscrapers, it’s easy to forget that the Atlantic Ocean is just over yonder. A fabulous beach day is only a (long) subway ride away.



BEST PARK EXPERIENCES
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Find whatever recreation you’re looking for in the 843 acres of Central Park 1, a masterpiece of landscape design.

Leave Manhattan’s hustle far behind with a five-minute ferry ride to the hammocks, food trucks, outdoor art and zero traffic of Governors Island 2.

Enjoy the 7 miles of sand at wonderfully diverse, readily accessible and surprisingly beautiful Rockaway Beach 3.

Share Greenwich Village’s unofficial town square,Washington Square Park 4, with artists, activists and other wonderful weirdos.

Hike through the dense woods of Inwood Hill Park 5 for a bird-watcher’s heaven, with red-tailed hawks, blue herons and even bald eagles.








ON THE WATERFRONT

Once a byword for decay and despoliation, New York’s waterfront has become a site of restoration, recreation and relaxation. Where piers once rotted, parks have sprouted. On water that once burned the skin, kayakers and stand-up paddleboarders now pass. And where the shipping trade once built vast fortunes, historic sites and redeveloped pavilions are today home to newer forms of commerce. It’s an ongoing thrill to see how New Yorkers keep reimagining their port city.
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South Street Seaport | Maremagnum/getty images ©

Maritime History

Throughout the city, urban thinkers have revivified warehouses, piers and other port infrastructure, turning them into trendy historical attractions like St Anne’s warehouse under Brooklyn Bridge (pictured).
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From Piers to Parkland

Much of New York’s waterfront was once an inaccessible, post-industrial wasteland. No longer: huge new littoral parks like Hudson River Park (pictured) have become instant treasures.
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Urban Water Sports

If you’re an active type craving more than a ferry ride, consider hiring a kayak, stand-up paddleboard or sailboat to enjoy the newly clean harbor.



BEST WATERFRONT EXPERIENCES
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Discover just how central the water is to New York’s identity with a two-hour Circle Line 1 cruise around Manhattan.

Visit historic ships, nosh at the Jean-Georges Vongerichten–curated Tin Building and soak in the Brooklyn Bridge views at South Street Seaport 2.

Head to Pier 94 if you’re keen for a paddle in the Hudson: kayaks and SUPs are available to rent 3.

Enjoy the sports facilities, fields of wildflowers, lawns and stellar skyline views of new-ish Brooklyn Bridge Park 4, already a beloved institution.

Cross the High Bridge 5 from Manhattan into the Bronx, and gaze down on the narrow ribbon of the Harlem River.








GLOBAL EATS

For centuries, immigration has defined NYC – and the millions arriving from all over the world have continued to bring with them every flavor under the sun. At fine-dining establishments, food carts and humble joints in New York’s immigrant enclaves, you’ll find out that this place tastes like nowhere else.
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Fried Polish potato pierogi (dumplings) | Brent Hofacker/shutterstock ©

Sit Down to Dinner

Dining out is practically a religion in New York. Whatever you’re craving – such as Uzbek kebabs or Ghanaian fufu – there’s a restaurant serving it.

Hop from Stall to Stall

If you can’t decide on one dish, food halls by famous chefs are a tasty new trend. Long-established hawkers all over NYC know the format satisfies all comers.


BEST EATING EXPERIENCES
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Taste world cuisine from Burmese tea-leaf salad to Polish pierogi in the East Village 1.

Dig into chicken yassa and the Sernegalese fish-and-rice thiebou dienn, in Harlem’s Little Senegal 2.

Try a classic dim sum and check out Hong Kong dishes and much more in Chinatown 3.

Find bites from across the Caribbean – from cheap Trinidadian treats to upscale Haitian fare – in Brooklyn 4.

Slurp your way through Flatiron 5 noodle restaurants such as TsuruTonTan, famous for its udon noodles.








FABULOUS FESTIVALS

New Yorkers sure love a party – and given their proclivity for being extra, the public festivals here might be the biggest and most fun in the world. It’s an essential New York experience to cheer on a parade, or wander a street fair, sampling new food, hearing live music and learning about different cultures.
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NYC Pride march | Raphael Rivest/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Parade Brigade

Almost every weekend, a giant parade wends its way down Fifth Ave to celebrate NYC's communities. Wave to the marchers, and join in for the afternoon.

Food Fiestas

Street fairs offer funnel cakes and grilled sausages aplenty – but also dumplings, samosas, empanadas and much more. Just follow the smell of the grill.


BEST FESTIVAL EXPERIENCES
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Admire the spooky costumes on Oct 31 at the Greenwich Village Halloween Parade 1.

Be Italian for the day at the  San Gennaro Festival 2, filled with massive meatballs and creamy cannoli.

Kick off summer at Coney Island’s Mermaid Parade 3, led by King Neptune and Queen Mermaid.

Close out the holiday season in East Harlem with the  Three Kings Day Parade 4.

Expect thumping music, political passion, rainbow everything and throngs of people at June’s NYC Pride March 5.








HIGHLIGHTS OF HISTORY

In this city, there’s a story around every corner. From the Lenape people – the first New Yorkers – to the thousands of new residents who arrive every day.

The never-ending flow of people and ideas has remained a constant for centuries, enriching the country and the world. Sites of significance lie all over town, while walking tours through vibrant neighborhoods bring the past into the present. These history lessons require no textbook.
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Chinatown | Darryl Brooks/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Walk the Talk

Numerous walking tours around New York City contextualize and connect important sites all over town, many of them little known, including tours of Sixth Avenue, (pictured).
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Museums of Memory

Gotham-oriented exhibitions at the city’s world-class museums showcase stunning art and objects that bring the past to life, such as at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, (pictured).
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Living History

No need to dwell in the past: walking around ever-changing neighborhoods, you can practically feel the winds of change. History is always being made in NYC.



BEST HISTORY EXPERIENCES

[image: jpg]

Uncover New York’s colonial past in Lower Manhattan 1, at Fraunces Tavern, Wall Street, the African Burial Ground National Monument and more.

Explore the rich history of the Jewish community at the Tenement Museum 2 and other sites around the Lower East Side.

Wander the packed, narrow streets of Chinatown 3 to trace a story of exclusion, activism and resilience.

Admire some stately brownstones and follow in the footsteps of the luminaries of the Harlem Renaissance on long walks through  Harlem 4.

Visit the New-York Historical Society 5 to take in a timely exhibition on the populations that have made the city what it is.








BUILDING TO THE SKY

New York City never stops changing, and the built environment is like none other in the world. Beyond the architectural showstoppers, the pleasure of the city’s buildings lies in their details: a terra-cotta cornice, a collision of styles, the texture of the bricks of a warehouse wall. Slow down and look.
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One World Trade Center | blueskies9/GETTY IMAGES ©

Classically Inspired

At many of the city’s best-known monuments, the beaux-arts style rules. Architects even added classical columns, balustrades and pediments to early skyscrapers.

Modern Marvels

New York is also where the ultramodern skyscraper first achieved stratospheric heights. The forests of glass-and-steel towers continue to reach ever upward.


BEST ARCHITECTURE EXPERIENCES
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Stroll Central Park West 1 to take in some of the most majestic apartment buildings in the world.

Admire the chrome finishes, marble lobby and terraced crown of the art-deco Chrysler Building 2.

Crane your neck along  57th St 3, where supertall, super-skinny towers have lately sprouted.

Inspect the turrets, arches and stained glass of Jefferson Market Library 4, a triumph of neo-Gothic style.

Get inspired by the soaring One World Trade Center 5, symbol of renewal after New York’s darkest day.








NYC WITH THE KIDS

New York looks a little different when you’re only waist-tall. Luckily, options for kids abound. Art shows, performances and creative hands-on experiences will rivet younger participants, while outdoor options include sports fields, playgrounds, carousels and zoos across the five boroughs.
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Dinosaur, American Museum of Natural History | Sergii Figurnyi/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Magical Museums

On rainy days, the city’s great museums offer little ones the chance to blow off some steam – and even learn a thing or two.

Playgrounds & Parks

If you never want to be far from a playground, you’ll be in luck in New York. Carousels at select city parks take the imagination up a notch.


BEST EXPERIENCES WITH KIDS
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Savor the dinosaurs, giant bugs and a life-size blue whale at the American Museum of Natural History 1.

Soak in more family-friendly pleasures on the Upper West Side at the  Children’s Museum of Manhattan 2.

Let the kids run wild at an ecology-oriented jungle gym after a spin on the SeaGlass Carousel at the Battery 3.

Taste the joy of SoHo’s  Museum of Ice Cream 4, with interactive exhibitions and tasty treats.

Head to the Brooklyn Children’s Museum 5 for a kid-sized ‘neighborhood,’ with a tots-only zone, mini golf and more.








FOR FREE

New York has never been cheap, yet as any New Yorker knows, low-cost pleasures abound around town if you know where to look. Some of the city’s most iconic attractions charge no fees at all, while many museums offer free or reduced admission on certain days. And people-watching in parks, along sidewalks or on the subway doesn’t cost a cent.

Borough Crossings

You’ll see both the skyline and a panoply of commuters by taking to the bridges and ferries (pictured) that stitch New York together. They’re free for locals and visitors alike.
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Galleries for Less

Several museums are free year-round, while most have designated hours with free or pay-what-you-wish admission. The city’s countless commercial art galleries never charge.
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10,000+ Steps

What has two legs, and operates at no cost? You. Pounding the pavement across New York’s neighborhoods is perhaps the most economical activity in town.


BEST FREE EXPERIENCES
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Hop on the Staten Island Ferry 1 for a 25-minute cruise by the Statue of Liberty and through New York Harbor.

Join artsy types at First Saturdays at theBrooklyn Museum 2 for a free celebration of art, live music, culture and community.

See what’s on, then set up your own free tour at galleries in Chelsea 3. No need to shell out to see work by famous artists.

Cross the catwalk across the Brooklyn Bridge 4 for dazzling views of Manhattan and Brooklyn – and of the iconic bridge itself.

Crack open a novel at the Rose Reading Room at the New York Public Library 5.








UNDER THE RADAR

Many of New York’s most appealing attractions are lying in plain sight. Yet for some of the most unique, memorable and just plain delightful experiences, plan on digging a bit deeper to find slices of New York life you won’t see in the movies. The city rewards curiosity.
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Roller skating, Central Park | Yo_Co/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Surprising Subcultures

In a city this big, there’s a scene for every interest, from magic to burlesque. Whatever floats your boat, you’ll find other New Yorkers aboard, too.

Class Acts

Whether you’re curious about improv comedy, salsa dancing, pottery making or something else, there’s a class for that – try finally picking up that new skill.


BEST UNDER-THE-RADAR EXPERIENCES

[image: jpg]

Visit Tannen’s 1, the oldest magic shop in the city and explore NYC’s magic scene.

Find NYC’s festive side in Dyker Heights 2, where neighbors compete with lighting displays.

Unleash your inner artist with an acting, pottery or ballet class at a Greenwich Village 3 arts venue.

Lace up your skates at the weekly roller-skating party in Central Park 4 or the rink at LeFrak Center 5.

Venture out to Flushing to snack your way through Asia in the food court of New World Mall 6.









Perfect Days

The scope of New York City is thrilling – and overwhelming. While it would take more than a lifetime to experience everything the metropolis has to offer, here’s our stab at where to begin.
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The High Line | Clare Louise Jackson/shutterstock ©

DAY 1

West Village, Chelsea & Meatpacking District

Start the day with a gallery tour of West Chelsea, before taking to the High Line, a landscaped park two stories above the street. Finish up an aesthetically delightful morning by checking out homegrown works at the Whitney Museum of American Art.

Lunch Chelsea Market’s vendors will satisfy whatever flavors you’re craving.

West Village, Chelsea & Meatpacking District

Continue the pavement pounding by poking around the historic streets of the Meatpacking District and the West Village, filled with literary history, radical politics, tiny byways and more. Settle in for the ultimate people-watching at Washington Square Park, the Village’s historic and vibrant heart.

Dinner You’ll have worked up an appetite – and borscht, schnitzel and other hearty fare at East Village standby Veselka will be your reward.

East Village & Lower East Side

The East Village might be the city’s most nocturnal neighborhood, with patrons at restaurants and bars spilling out into the street. Check out what’s happening along St Mark’s Place and around Tompkins Square Park, then settle in for a cocktail at Death & Co.


DAY 2

Harlem & Upper Manhattan

The beaux-arts campus of Columbia University and the neo-Gothic Cathedral of St John the Divine provide spaces for contemplation. Continue your day the Harlem way, with a stroll along the wide sidewalks, grand brownstones and inspiring houses of worship.

Lunch At Red Rooster, the elevated comfort food and superb cocktails never disappoint.

Upper East Side

Enter Central Park at its North End, and stroll south past Harlem Meer, the North Woods, the Conservatory Garden and the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Reservoir. The wonders of the Metropolitan Museum of Artawait: a plethora of Impressionists, galleries of Greek and Roman sculpture, a full Egyptian temple… If you’re up for more, check out the Guggenheim Museum.

Dinner Reserve a table at theater-world canteen Joe Allen to bump into show people from all over.

Midtown

It’s show time. You’ll have your pick of musicals, plays and more at the 41 theaters that make up Broadway theater; visit the TKTS booth in Times Square for last-minute tickets on discount. The energy of live theater will leave you exhilarated; calm down with a nightcap at Refinery Hotel’s Refinery Rooftop.

DAY 3

Brooklyn

Start the day with views from the Brooklyn Heights Promenade, then soak up the historic neighborhood’s charm as you head toward the planted piers of Brooklyn Bridge Park. Poke around the cobblestone streets of Dumbo, and consider a spin on the waterside Jane’s Carousel.

Lunch Join the queue for a crisp, coal-fired pizza at Grimaldi’s. It’ll be worth the wait.

Lower Manhattan

A walk across a New York icon awaits: the steel cables and peaked-arch towers of Brooklyn Bridge are as photogenic as you’ve imagined. In Manhattan, get lost in the winding alleys and vertiginous towers of the Financial District as you make your way to the Staten Island Ferry for a free round-trip cruise across New York Harbor. Consider looking down at the city from the observatory at One World Trade Center.

Dinner Simple yet atmospheric Wo Hop boasts a menu of classic Chinese American fare.

SoHo & Chinatown

Head north to take in the lively, stylish scene of Nolita, perhaps stopping for a shot with the regulars at Mulberry Street Bar. Make your way past the cast-iron facades of atmospheric SoHo to the historic Ear Inn, which has been serving up nightcaps since 1817.





WHEN TO GO

NYC is best in fall and spring, though it has year-round appeal – even in the ultra-sticky days of summer.


An autumn stroll through Central Park, leaves crunching underfoot; a wintery wander down Fifth Ave to see the cleverly themed holiday windows; an early spring afternoon, warm breeze ushering out the previous months’ chill – New York has something special to offer in each season. Even in summer, when it can be stuffy at street level – and more so underground as you wait for the subway – slushy beverages beckon from rooftops and boats, and restaurants are less crowded, so reservations are easier to score. (Just bring a handheld fan.)

Finding Discounts on Accommodations

Hotel occupancy rates and room demand are at their lowest between January and March and dip again in July and August, according to NYC Tourism & Conventions and STR, so those are likely the best times to find a deal. You’ll have better odds if you’re open to a less trendy neighborhood or a less charming property, like a chain.
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Central Park | GagliardiPhotography/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


I LIVE HERE

SPRING AWAKENING

Milliner and visual artist Emperor Vanity is a lynchpin of the Easter Parade, for which he’s worn rabbit-topped hats, painted his beard and even dressed as Jesus. @emperor_vanity_society

‘For me, the Easter Parade is about the symbolism and meaning of spring: of regrowth and rebirth, a continuation and a cleansing. It’s more a community event than a typical structured parade, where you stand and watch. This is more casual. It’s strolling, hanging out, some dance parties on the side – everybody just welcoming spring.’




CENTRAL PARK

Scan to see a full calendar of events and more.
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NOT SO WINTERY WONDERLAND

Winter brings to mind twinkling lights and gently falling snow, but New York’s cold-weather enthusiasts haven’t had much to love lately. The city endured record-high temperatures in 2023, racking up just 2.3in of white fluffy stuff for the season – the least since 1869.

High-Profile Parties


Lunar New Year Parade The exuberant parade winds through Manhattan’s Chinatown, from Canal St to Sara D Roosevelt Park. A firecracker ceremony and cultural festival with folk dancing kick things off. [image: ] January/February

New York Fashion Week One of the haute-couture world’s cornerstone events; the biggest-name shows are industry-only, but some runway struts, parties and events are open to the public. [image: ] February and [image: ] September

Tribeca Film Festival With star-studded premieres and buzzy Q&As, the Robert De Niro–cofounded festival has some pedigree. As glitzy as it sounds, you can still catch a screening – provided you manage to score a seat. [image: ] April

NYC Pride Launched the year after the Stonewall riots, Pride is now a global experience, with rainbow-bedecked events taking place all month in the buildup to the March, the main event. [image: ] June

Offbeat Gatherings


Easter Parade Though bonnets are still donned, they’ve come a long way from the frilled and furbelowed chapeaus memorialized by Irving Berlin in the 1930s. Expect an elaborate array of headpieces – the more over-the-top, the better. [image: ] April

Mermaid Parade The artsy, ocean-themed showcase of Coney Island weirdness at its finest, with participants dressed as merfolk and celebrities wearing the King Neptune and Queen Mermaid crowns. [image: ] June

New York Comic Con One of the country’s biggest pop-culture conventions features panels, meet-and-greets with artists, photo ops with stars, vendors hawking comics, collectibles, games and merch and, of course, cosplay galore. [image: ] October

SantaCon Holiday boozehounds channel the jolly big man and his elves in a costumed bar crawl across the various boroughs – a guaranteed day of debauchery. [image: ] December


I LIVE HERE

SEASONAL RELIEF

Leader and program coordinator at Latino Outdoors, Morgan ‘Mo’ Wordes helps host free bilingual events, including kayaking, birding and yoga. @guerachicana718

‘Fall and spring are my favorite seasons, because they are seasons of relief. In spring, I love the first warmer days – when the daylight stretches out, it feels like triumph over cold and darkness. Likewise, I love those first fall mornings – the cool breeze feels delicious.’
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Youssou N’Dour, BRIC Celebrate Brooklyn! festival | A katz/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

HOT TIME, SUMMER IN THE CITY

Summers in NYC are hot, muggy and breeze-free. There’s a payoff, though: free entertainment all around town. Heavy hitters include Shakespeare in the Park, BRIC Celebrate Brooklyn!, Broadway in Bryant Park and Lincoln Center’s Summer for the City.

Weather through the Year
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JANUARY

Avg daytime max: 40°F
Days of rainfall: 4

[image: gif]

FEBRUARY

Avg daytime max: 42°F
Days of rainfall: 3
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MARCH

Avg daytime max: 50°F
Days of rainfall: 4
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APRIL

Avg daytime max: 62°F
Days of rainfall: 4
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MAY

Avg daytime max: 71°F
Days of rainfall: 4
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JUNE

Avg daytime max: 80°F
Days of rainfall: 5
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JULY

Avg daytime max: 85°F
Days of rainfall: 5
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AUGUST

Avg daytime max: 83°F
Days of rainfall: 5
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SEPTEMBER

Avg daytime max: 76°F
Days of rainfall: 4
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OCTOBER

Avg daytime max: 65°F
Days of rainfall: 4
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NOVEMBER

Avg daytime max: 54°F
Days of rainfall: 4

[image: gif]

DECEMBER

Avg daytime max: 44°F
Days of rainfall: 4





GET PREPARED FOR NEW YORK CITY

Useful things to load in your bag, your ears and your brain.
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23rd Street and Broadway | Ryan DeBerardinis/shutterstock ©


Manners

Tips are expected at table-service restaurants unless your bill specifically states otherwise. At least 20% is customary.

Navigate the sidewalks as you would the streets. Keep up with the flow of traffic, pull over if something requires a longer look, and don’t let your phone be a distraction.

Don’t block the doors on the subway, and hold on while the train is in motion.



Clothes

Layers With an average dew pointing the 60s, the summer months are typically pretty steamy; by contrast, trains, theaters and restaurants keep the A/C cranked, and light layers are essential. In winter, the canyon-like streets can feel like wind tunnels, so pack your warmest cold-weather wear – scarves, gloves, hats, the works.

Shoes A hodgepodge of distinctive neighborhoods covering 305 sq miles across five boroughs, New York is famously a city well explored on foot. You’ll need good walking shoes if you’re planning to hoof it; save the uncomfortable heels for a taxi ride instead.

Dressy attire Things may have gotten more casual during the pandemic, but New Yorkers are back to showing out. You’ll want to look pulled together without going overboard, especially at trendier spots.


READ
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Time and Again (Jack Finney; 1970) An artist travels back to 1882, falling in love with a woman and the city itself.

[image: jpg]

Breakfast at Tiffany’s (Truman Capote; 1958) A collection of oddballs come together on the Upper East Side in the 1940s.
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Open City (Teju Cole; 2011) A meditative, diary-like account of a Nigerian doctor’s wanderings through the streets of Manhattan.

[image: jpg]

The Age of Innocence (Edith Wharton; 1920) Wharton won a Pulitzer Prize for fiction for this novel about New York society circa the 1870s.




Words

Forget about fugghedaboutit. Here’s the terminology you really need:

Bacon, egg and cheese is a classic local breakfast order (pronounced as a single word; often abbreviated BEC).

Bodegas are New York’s ubiquitous corner grocery stores, jam-packed with all the essentials. Also where you go to get that BEC.

The City can refer to NYC as a whole, but it typically means Manhattan.

Greenwich Village (grehn-itch) is the quaint, cobblestoned neighborhood famed for its expensive shops, beautiful townhouses, cafe culture and celebrity residents.

Houston Street (house-ton) runs from river to river in downtown Manhattan, serving as the southern border of Greenwich Village and the East Village.

MTA is short for Metropolitan Transportation Authority, the organization responsible for the subway and buses.

On line is where New Yorkers stand – not in line.

Stoop is the front steps of a neighborhood building, a prime perch for sitting and people-watching.

Subway is what New Yorkers take when they head underground to catch the train. (Somewhat confusingly, the fare card is called MetroCard).




WATCH

When Harry Met Sally (Rob Reiner; 1989; pictured) Iconic New York institutions in rom-com classic.

Do the Right Thing (Spike Lee; 1989) Racial tensions play out over the course of a hot summer in Brooklyn.

Gangs of New York (Martin Scorsese; 2002) An allegorical look at the 19th-century groups that shaped the city.

The Muppets Take Manhattan (Frank Oz; 1984) Big-city showbiz dreams, wacky hijinks on the side.

The Warriors (Walter Hill; 1979) Cult favorite tracking a street gang as it fights from the Bronx to Coney Island.
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LISTEN

Illmatic (Nas; 1994) From a Queens native, one of the best rap albums of all time paints a picture of life in New York City.

Bridge over Troubled Water (Simon & Garfunkel; 1970) Poetic final studio album from NYC’s definitive ‘60s singer-songwriters.

Horses (Patti Smith; 1975) Highly influential album from a punk-rock maestro synonymous with the NYC underground.

The Brian Lehrer Show (WNYC; 1989–present) Tune in weekday mornings to hear New Yorkers discuss the issues on their minds.
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More essential tips for visiting NYC.





DINING OUT

From Michelin-starred hot spots and inspired iterations of every global cuisine to holes-in-the-wall and 24hr diners, NYC’s culinary identity is vast.
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Katz’s Delicatessen | Gabriel Murad/shutterstock ©

The variety of NYC’s restaurant scene is mind-blowing, complicated and always mutating. Minutiae of street-vendor wars and new openings from name-brand chefs are covered by food journalists with the scrutiny given to international politics. You can cover the full spectrum of continents and budgets in just a single city block, or seek out fancy fine-dining temples. Looking for Trinidadian all-vegan? Louisiana-style oyster bars? The city’s got you covered. Want old-world Romanian-style charm? Or a see-and-be-seen Parisian Left Bank–like bistro? Ditto. Far-flung outer boroughs shouldn’t be overlooked – they’re often where you can find satisfying meals at comparably bargain prices.

New dessert and pastry creations (like the cronut, the culinary equivalent of a portmanteau) draw block-long lines of true believers, or followers. Leisurely mimosa- and coffee-fueled weekend brunches are big, but so are empanadas on the go after midnight. Bring your omnivorous appetite. Solo or family-style, vegan or carnivore, every meal can be more than simply a meal – rather, an NYC-specific culinary experience.

New-ish Trends

Skip the bagel- and hot-dog-vending food carts – even the once-pioneering food trucks – and head to one of NYC’s new chef-driven food halls. They’ve sprung up in the city like the ubiquitous scaffolding and are a growing part of the food scene’s fabric. One of the granddaddies, the Chelsea Market, partly inspired others like Eataly, which in turn begot Mercado Little Spain, Urban Hawker and the like. Pandemic-era outdoor dining has been codified into law, however, in a way that might decrease the number of popular sheds by levying fees and regulations that call for their removal during the winter. And Michelin stars aren’t only for upscale French, Italian or New American fare; of the city’s 72 with at least a single star, Japanese and increasingly Korean restaurants are well represented.

Reservations

Popular restaurants usually either take reservations and you need to plan in advance (weeks or months for the real treasures), or they only seat patrons on a first-come basis, in which case you should arrive when they open or risk a two-hour wait. Try booking on widely used Open Table or Resy. Some restaurants release tables on the first of the month for the entire month. When the weather turns bad (think snow or heavy rain), cancellations are common; that’s your time to score an otherwise coveted seat. And remember, this is New York. There’s always another good restaurant around the corner.

A New York ‘Classic’ Breakfast

One of the best ways to start the day in NYC is by noshing on a bagel with lox (smoked salmon) and cream cheese (or ‘shmear’) in a classic Jewish deli. There are few of these left (Barney Greengrass on the Upper West Side and Russ & Daughters with four citywide locations), but plenty of delis, bodegas or classic groceries like Zabar’s on the Upper West Side, specializing in the New York style – which means the bagels are boiled, then baked. The crunch of bagel crust, lush-textured lox and smooth cream cheese makes a holy trinity of perfection.
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Cream cheese and smoked salmon bagel | Manu Padilla/shutterstock ©
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Street food, San Gennaro Festival | Stuart Monk/shutterstock ©


FOOD FESTIVALS

San Gennaro Festival Rowdy, loyal crowds descend on the streets of Little Italy (pictured) in mid-September for sausage-and-fried-pepper sandwiches, a meatball-eating contest and more Italian treats.

Smorgasburg Every weekend from April through October, Brooklyn’s favorite open-air food market sets up shop, on Saturdays in Williamsburg and on Sundays in Prospect Park. Also Fridays in downtown Manhattan at the Oculus.

Queens Night Market Dozens of globally representative food vendors congregate in Flushing Meadows Corona Park, during summertime Saturday evenings.

New York City Wine & Food Festival High-profile food-world personalities host tastings, talks and more, spread around Manhattan for four days in mid-October.

Restaurant Week nyctourism.com/restaurant-week




NYC Specials

PIZZA

From classic ‘fold them as you eat them’ slices to new-Brooklyn-style pies.

BAGEL

With cream cheese (and lox if you want to splurge), there’s no better on-the-go meal.

HOT DOG

Street vendors include famous spots like Gray’s Papaya.

BACON, EGG AND CHEESE ROLL

Classic on-the-go breakfast of fried eggs and American cheese.

PASTRAMI

Legendary Katz’s sandwiches on rye are stuffed with enough sliced meat for several diners.

MANHATTAN CLAM CHOWDER

Though its origins are unclear, you gotta try a dish with the city’s name in it.

EGG CREAM

An Eastern European Jewish classic: milk, soda water and vanilla or chocolate syrup.

CANNOLI

Sweet fillings and flaky shells found at old-school Italian bakeries.

PIEROGI

Ukrainian specialty of stuffed dough with a variety of fillings.




NEIGHBORHOODS TO KNOW

Lower Manhattan & Financial District

The Financial District’s food scene is enjoying a new verve thanks to the myriad upmarket fast-casual options at Brookfield Place and Jean-Georges’ Tin Building food hall, and quirky pleasers such as South Street Seaport’s Luchadores NYC. Further north, Tribeca is no stranger to cool, with a string of celeb-chef hot spots.

East Village & Lower East Side

You’ll find every type of taste-bud tantalizer here, including hole-in-the-wall Italian trattorias, Sichuan hot-pot dens, innovative sandwich joints, Ukrainian pierogi palaces, dozens of sushi and ramen spots, pizza parlors and falafel huts.

SoHo, Chinatown & Little Italy

The thrifty are spoiled for choice in Chinatown, where heaping portions are served for just a few dollars. SoHo is constantly evolving with cult-status restaurants, fledgling food superstars and an increasingly upmarket drive. Little Italy has a few authentic Italian classics that have survived.

Union Square, Flatiron District & Gramercy

One of the city’s best farmers markets operates year-round at Union Square, and one of the best food courts, Eataly, in Flatiron. There are lots of highly regarded (and pricey) restaurants in the area, as well as a few good options for those dining on a budget.

West Village, Chelsea & Meatpacking District

The West Village is known for classy, cozy and intimate spots, with much of the good grub lining Greenwich Ave, Hudson St and Bleecker St. The adjacent Meatpacking District’s dining scene is generally more ostentatious, trend-driven and pricey. Chelsea strikes a balance between the two, with a brash assortment of eateries between Seventh and Ninth Aves, and a few tasty stragglers further west on Tenth Ave.
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Tom’s Restaurant, Morningside Heights, Harlem | Anne Czichos/shutterstock ©

Midtown

There’s no shortage of Michelin-starred restaurants, as well as mediocre chains and tourist-trap restaurants – especially around Times Square. But it’s no culinary desert: there’s the Theater District’s ‘Restaurant Row,’ the global diversity of Hell’s Kitchen, booming Koreatown, the ‘Curry Hill’ district of Indian restaurants and more upscale food halls.

Upper West Side

Though not particularly a dining destination, this huge swath of Manhattan nonetheless manages to serve everything from old-style bagels to fancy French cassoulet to the latest in New American cooking. Broadway, Amsterdam Ave and Columbus Ave all have interesting indie neighborhood cafes and restaurants.

Upper East Side

High-end diners should dress the part for a meal at upmarket restaurants, where conversation is often hushed and service extremely white-tablecloth-formal. The further east you go, the lower on the foodie totem pole; nevertheless, there are plenty of breezy and casual options.

Harlem

Justifiably famous for its soul food, both classic and reinvented, with a growing number of international options including French. Long populated by the students and teachers of Columbia University, Morningside Heights offers cheap and late-night diners, mixed with convivial bistro-style hangouts.

Carroll Gardens & Cobble Hill, Brooklyn

Pizza restaurants and bistros abound in the traditionally Italian American neighborhood of Carroll Gardens, but Mexican and Filipino cuisines are well represented, too. The majority of restaurants are dotted along Smith and Court Sts.

Brooklyn Heights, Downtown Brooklyn & Dumbo

Upscale brunch places, fast food, Middle Eastern restaurants (especially Atlantic Ave between Henry and Court Sts) as well as pizzas worthy of a decades-long rivalry. There are plenty of bars, restaurants and delis around Old Fulton St, along Montague St, plus worthwhile cafes in Dumbo and Vinegar Hill.
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Farmacy & Soda Fountain, Brooklyn | rblfmr/shutterstock ©

Coney Island & Brighton Beach, Brooklyn

Home to Nathan’s Famous hot dogs and Totonno’s, which has been making Neapolitan-style pizza here since 1924. Head over to Brighton Beach for some Russian and Ukrainian food.

Bed-Stuy, Brooklyn

Not only does this hub of African American culture deliver on Haitian, Trinidadian and US Southern cuisines, there’s also high-quality French and Mexican, plus coffee and brunch spots.

Park Slope, Brooklyn

Everything from Chinese takeout to sit-down locavore New American cuisine; cruise along Fifth Ave for the best options. Gowanus has restaurant clusters on Third and Fourth Aves around Union and 9th Sts, including barbecue, traditional Polish and Mexican food.

Sunset Park, Brooklyn

The neighborhood’s Chinatown is a lively, bustling area, lined with groceries, fast-casual and large dim-sum palaces along Eighth Ave, from 60th St to the high 40s.

Prospect Heights, Brooklyn

Vanderbilt Ave is home to acclaimed farm-to-table restaurants, while its other commercial strip, Washington Ave, has more-than-satisfying midrange options, including Korean and Thai places.

Williamsburg, Greenpoint & Bushwick, Brooklyn

From hearty barbecue to vegan diners to oysters and cocktails in rarefied surrounds, particularly along Bedford and Metropolitan Aves and Grand St. In Greenpoint, expect refined, eclectic and pricey restaurants, though the further north you go, the better your odds of wholesome Polish food, unpretentious pizzas and bakeries.

Queens

Head to Long Island City for locavore eateries, and to Astoria for anything from Greek to bagels. Steinway St between Astoria Blvd and 30th Ave is Astoria’s ‘Little Cairo.’ Further east, Elmhurst is home to a cluster of straight-outta-Bangkok Thai options, while Jackson Heights’ Roosevelt Ave is perfect for a Latin food-truck crawl. At the end of the 7 subway line lies Flushing, NYC’s ‘Chinatown without the tourists.’

Belmont

Trek to Arthur Ave in Belmont, a much-loved strip lined with nostalgic Italian restaurants and delis serving handmade pasta and mozzarella, fragrant pizza and creamy cannoli. The epicenter of this Little Italy – which is much more authentic than the one in downtown Manhattan – is around E 187th St. Mott Haven in the South Bronx is the borough’s new frontier for hip eateries.

Staten Island

If you’re here for a slice and some Italian ice, you won’t go wrong. Worth the journey to Staten Island are an Italian joint, pizzeria and Sri Lankan restaurant, though there are ample fast-food outlets, diners and mom-and-pop restaurants too.


HOW TO… Eat Dim Sum

There’s no shortage of variety of Chinese cuisine on offer in New York. One of the most pleasurable, social and leisurely experiences (akin to Spanish tapas but at brunch time) is dim sum (translated as ‘touching heart’). This is communal dining par excellence. It’s not for solo diners – rather the more the merrier, since the bigger the party, the larger variety of dishes you can try. And instead of ordering, you hail servers pushing around carts stacked with steaming-hot small dishes of buns and rolls, the way you would a waiter passing out hors d’oeuvres.
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Siu mai (dumplings) | Roy Hsu/GETTY IMAGES ©

Ordering

There’s no ordering – you pick items held in mini bamboo steamers that are ferried around in pushcarts. Each cart usually contains two, possibly three different dishes, and each dish typically has three or four pieces. In most restaurants, the table is given a stamp card. Each time you select an item, your server will mark the card. Prices vary depending on size, with small, medium and large categories, as well as more expensive ‘specials.’ Individually, dishes aren’t expensive, and neither is the meal ($15 to $20 per person). If you notice a cart with a dish you like passing you by, it’s fine to get up from the table to inform the server. Take your stamp card to be marked and return with the dish. There’s no set number of dishes to get, as appetites vary, but a rule of thumb is three to four per person.

Etiquette

Tea, usually black, is always the beginning of the meal. Never pour a cup for yourself before pouring for others. Some restaurants offer helpful ‘menus’ with photos and their English and Cantonese names, so you don’t struggle to identify the food. If your server can’t explain adequately, don’t be shy about seeking assistance from other staff. You’ll be given chopsticks, of course, but don’t hesitate to request silverware if your skills aren’t up to the task. Condiments like soy sauce or chili aren’t meant to be smothered over food. Fill a spoon with whatever you desire, and pour a small amount over the piece of food. Do your best not to eat an item like a steamed bun in one mouthful – it’s meant to be savored. When finished, take your stamp card up to the cashier to pay.


WHAT’S ON THE MENU

Savory or sweet; deep-fried, stir-fried, steamed or baked; meat, seafood or vegetables – there’s loads of variety. You can usually order à la carte items: large, pricier plates of steamed vegetables or whole fish. Here are some typical menu items:

Har gow (steamed shrimp dumplings)

Siu mai (thin flour wrappings filled with pork or shrimp)

Xiao long bao (dumplings of minced pork and soup-like stock)

Cheung fun (steamed rice noodles with fillings, including shrimp)

Char siu bao (steamed barbecued-pork buns)

Gailan (steamed broccoli)

Feng zhao (braised chicken feet)

Wu gohk (taro-wrapped pork dumplings)




HOW TO… Eat Hot Pot

Why is it that there’s something inexpressibly joyful about doing the cooking in a restaurant, at your own table? With as many varieties as there are Asian countries and regions within them, the majority of hot pots in NYC are Chinese (Cantonese, Szechuan, Mongolian), Japanese shabu-shabu and Korean. Regardless of the specialty, it’s essentially a roiling cauldron of broth filled with whatever uncooked meat, seafood, vegetables and noodles you choose. All-you-can-eats are gluttonous affairs with unseemly amounts of food spread out buffet-like. Lettuce, corn on the cob, whole shrimp and chicken gizzards are just a sample. Every pot and meal is a unique experience.
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Chinese hot pot | Erin Slonaker/GETTTY IMAGES ©

Fundamentals

Three basic hot-pot categories are: all-you-can-eats, where you browse buffets, with sliced meat ordered separately; restaurants where you scavenge for every item (priced à la carte) from large refrigerators; and those where you order off the menu in advance and the hot pot is brought to the table filled and still cooking. The broth is the foundation and most restaurants offer several varieties including spicy, mild and vegetarian options. Quality varies and matters, since you’ll be slurping up your fill as soup. Many diners choose two-sided pots – one spicy, the other mild. There’s always a half-dozen or more sauces available, like teriyaki, peanut butter, sesame paste. Usually, you fill up small bowls at a sauce bar and dip your food in after cooking. Some restaurants suggest forgoing sauces, since the broth already provides all the taste you might want.

The Order

Your server will bring the pot and start the burner at your table. Thinly sliced cuts of beef, lamb and pork cook quickly, in only 15 to 20 seconds (all-you-can-eats tend to have tougher meat and take a little longer). You’ll know they’re done when the color changes. Of course, a rule of thumb is the thinner the quicker, whether it’s meat or tofu skins. Starchy items like noodles should go in the pot later in the meal because they can change the taste profile of the broth. Every time you add an ingredient, you’re altering the broth’s taste. The end of the meal usually involves a small bowl of a cool jello-like dessert – a refreshing respite after hovering over a steaming pot.


TIPS & ETIQUETTE

Dip your chopsticks back into the boiling broth after handling raw meat, or swap out chopsticks for cooking and others for eating.

Put items you’re worried of ‘losing’ in the broth in a ladle and rest it along the side.

Make sure the meat is fully cooked; if there’s any red, stick it back in.

Don’t put everything in at once, so you can enjoy a leisurely meal. If you’re running low on broth, the server can bring more.

Typically, Szechuan-style, many items are on skewers, with one or two pieces per skewer. Put the empty skewers in a cylinder at the table; your server counts them at the end for the bill.







BAR OPEN

Happy hours, craft cocktails, beer gardens – the bartender is always ready for your order when you’re in New York.
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Blue Note jazz club | Zoltan Tarlacz/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

There’s never ‘nothing to do’ in New York City. After 5pm, the other side of New York starts to emerge for the nighttime crowd. Nightlife is a huge part of the city’s culture and it’s not unusual to see A-list figures partying in some VIP section – if you can get in. There are countless stories of grand, celebrity-filled parties at the premier nightclubs located across Lower Manhattan. But clubs and lounges can be found everywhere around the city, with something for everyone’s taste – whether it’s a night of dancing or looking for some easy listening vibes. Bar culture in New York City is taken very seriously. When it comes to the local scene, every neighborhood has its elite and each has its own vibe and crowd. In Brooklyn, you’ll find a collection of cocktail bars and no-frills pubs, while the Lower East Side and the Upper East Side have a reputation for dive bars that have become resident hangouts.

Specialty Cocktails & Speakeasies

Not all bars are made equal. Craft cocktails are a huge piece of bar culture in New York. While there are plenty of local pubs and watering holes to frequent, a lot of the most popular bars across the city are going to have speakeasy-type vibes – and if you are going to a really high-end place, expect a few mixologists that are going to present you with some exaggerated drinks for a social media moment. Speaking of speakeasies, you will find a mixed bag of those as well. Some are tourist traps with pricey drinks; others are worth the visit and make a great cocktail.

Rooftop Season

Starting at the end of May on Memorial Day weekend, the city’s rooftop season comes alive. From then through September is when rooftop lounges are at their peak in the city and should not be missed. You’ll find a lot of parties happening on top of many of New York’s buildings, with different vantage points of the famous skyline. And if you are planning your trip in the winter, don’t worry – there are a few lounges that let you experience the ambience even in cold temperatures, with heated igloos and lamps with blankets. Still, most rooftop lounges close around October (depending on the winter) and open back up again in May.

Happy-Hour Specials

Happy-hour drinks deals are common at a lot of bars throughout the city. Typically, most establishments host them during weekdays (Monday to Friday), roughly between 4pm and 7pm for select drinks. Most places don’t have specials on weekends unless it’s going with brunch (typically bottomless drink deals). Drink prices tend to average between $8 and $12 during this time. Some bars have specials on light bites like $1 oysters or reduced prices from their appetizer menu if you are looking to nibble on something while enjoying your drinks.
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The Empire State Building from 230 Fifth rooftop bar | Alex Waltner Photography/SHUTTERSTOCK ©
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NEED TO KNOW

Tipping

Be sure to tip your bartender when you’re closing your tab. You can also tip via credit card if you are using that payment method for your bill. The standard is 15-20% of the bill.

Admission

Bars typically don’t have any covers, but lounges might, depending on the time you go there on a weekend. Some nightclubs require table service, if you have any hopes of getting in with a promoter connection. The legal age to enter nightclubs and drink in NYC is 21.

Opening Hours

Unlike most other cities in the country, clubs and bars in New York typically stay open to 4am. Nightclubs and lounges tend to open their doors between 8pm and 9pm. Lines begin to get longer and more crowded after 11pm.




Lonely Planet’s Top Choices

BACK ROOM

Easy-to-miss speakeasy bar with great drinks on the Lower East Side.

BLUE NOTE

Storied Greenwich Village venue that attracts big-name acts.

DANTE

Greenwich Village staple with a discounted afternoon ‘martini hour.’

KING COLE BAR

Decadent space located inside the St Regis Hotel in Midtown.

230 FIFTH

NYC’s largest rooftop lounge with gorgeous views of the Empire State Building.

LE DIVE

Small bar with a menu of international wines at 37 Canal St, Lower Manhattan.

RPM UNDERGROUND

Midtown’s lively Korean karaoke bar with bottomless brunch drinks.

ENLIGHTENMENT WINES MEADERY

This Bushwick meadery’s tasting room serves honey-based wines.

DEATH & CO

Groundbreaking mecca for classy concoctions in the East Village.







SHOWTIME

New York City is a stage of its own. From pop-up performances in the streets to intricately designed productions in world-famous venues.
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Angélique Kidjo, Global Citizen Festival, Central Park | lev radin/shutterstock ©

From Broadway to Pop-Ups

Anywhere you go in the city, there’s a possibility of getting entertained, whether it’s being serenaded in a subway station by street musicians or having dancers flip-flop through your subway car. But, of course, the most meaningful shows are the ones you seek out – and with New York City being one of the world’s entertainment capitals, the caliber is elevated. The lights shine brightest on the 41 theaters on Broadway, lovingly also referred to as the Great White Way, and Manhattan’s big-name venues (Radio City Musical Hall, Carnegie Hall, Madison Square Garden – sound familiar?). But some of the hottest tickets take place in tucked-away venues (such as The Slipper Room on the Lower East Side) or are pop-ups worth chasing (like Don’t Tell Comedy’s secret shows).

The Classics

Stand in front of the fountain in the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, and you’re right in the center of the finest in classical entertainment. The New York City Ballet is housed to the right, with the Metropolitan Opera in front and the New York Philharmonic to the left (in the David Geffen Hall, which received a $550-million renovation in 2022). Across the street, famed school of the performing arts Juilliard School also offers tickets to performances during the school year.


Lonely Planet's Top Music Festivals

SummerStage

Free shows of every musical genre in city parks across all the boroughs.

Global Citizen

Central Park concert with an all-star lineup, helping combat extreme poverty.

Governors Ball

Three days of performances on multiple stages.

AFROPUNK

Brooklyn-based celebration of Black music and culture.




Theater

Broadway has its shine, but there’s a rawness to Off-Broadway shows (and even more so, Off-Off-Broadway!). Smaller audiences mean you’re closer to the action – and sometimes even pulled into the scenes. One of the longest-running immersive theater productions is Sleep No More, where audiences don a white mask and follow actors through five floors of dramatic live scenes. Come summer, the hottest (and hardest to get) ticket is to The Public Theater’s free Shakespeare in the Park, staged in Central Park. But for a truly intimate experience, catch a live storytelling session of The Moth. It's now an international sensation, and NYC is where novelist George Dawes Green first kicked off the event.

Live TV Tapings

From morning shows to late-night ones, live TV tapings aren’t just a way to get a glimpse behind the camera – they’re also roundabout ways to see some of the biggest pop culture names of the moment perform for free. Good Morning America hosts its summer concerts in Central Park, while Today broadcasts live from its home in Rockefeller Center. Talk shows all recruit audiences who get complimentary tickets.
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ENTERTAINMENT BY NEIGHBORHOOD

Theater District The hub of Broadway in midtown Manhattan (pictured). In between the marquee theaters, find more intimate venues for theater, comedy, cabaret, dinner theater, piano bars, swing clubs and more. Street performers are also prevalent here.

Upper West Side There’s a refined nature to this neighborhood's performing arts. But there are also plenty of experimental arts, like LCT3's shows from emerging artists (often with low-priced tickets). Further uptown is art-deco landmark Beacon Theatre, hosting music and comedy. Central Park’s Delacorte Theater is easily accessible here.

Greenwich Village Showtime comes with a relaxed neighborhood vibe, whether it’s at chill music bars, artsy theaters or drag shows. Don’t miss the Comedy Cellar, where renowned comedians are known to pop in with test material.

Lower East Side There’s a cool sense of grit to the venues on both sides of Houston St, from music mainstays and rock clubs to variety shows.

Williamsburg While the indie vibe here is slowly turning mainstream, there’s still an underground feel to the smattering of live music and comedy venues.




Lonely Planet's Top Live Venues

Blue Note

Original Greenwich Village location of the global jazz music club chain.

The 92 Street Y

Jewish center hosting live talks with politicians, authors and actors.

Little Island

The outdoor theater hosts free entertainment and parties all summer.

BROOKLYN BOWL

Williamsburg eco-friendly venue with a stage and 16 bowling lanes.







HOW TO… Buy Theater Tickets

Theater-going isn’t just an experience in New York City, it’s an art. But getting your choice tickets for the show you want can take strategy and insider know-how.

[image: jpg]

Times Square | Kathy images/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Explore Your Options

The 41 theaters that make up Broadway offer a choice of plays (scripted dramas or comedies, and the occasional stand-up or improv show) and musicals (shows where some or all of the action is set to song). They can range from full-fledged spectacles, like the ornate staging of Harry Potter and the Cursed Child or Wicked, to pared-down productions like Six, where the performances take center stage. Off-Broadway can be a thrilling mixed bag of show types, from cozy theaters with in-the-round seating, to seatless immersive experiences where the audience is on their feet the entire time, like Sleep No More.

Understand Seating

Broadway theaters range from 597 seats in the Helen Hayes Theater to 1933 in the George Gershwin Theatre, and are often on multiple tiers. The ground level is the orchestra, generally considered the most coveted (though, depending on the shape of the theater, the back and sides can have obstructed views). The next floor up is usually called the mezzanine, with the front rows offering some of the best vantage points. Some have additional upper tiers, called the balcony. Smaller theaters can range in capacity: Off-Broadway is usually 500 or less, while Off-Off-Broadway can be as intimate as under 100.

Find the Time

Typical Broadway shows run about eight times a week, with evening performances Tuesday through Sunday, and additional matinee (daytime) shows on Wednesdays and Saturdays. Some do Sunday matinees. Monday is generally 'dark' (showbiz talk for being closed). While many Off-Broadway shows follow the schedule, some may set their own showtimes. Most major shows run between two and three hours with one 15-minute break, though there is a growing trend toward one-act shows that are about 90 to 100 minutes long.

Know the Group Options

Seats cost the same whether they’re for an adult or a child (check theaters for age restrictions). Individual theaters may have group pricing, as does Broadway Inbound, with options for groups of as few as eight.


BROADWAY FOR LESS

These days, Broadway show tickets often have three-digit prices, but there are ways to score fabulous seats at a fraction of the cost. For the most options, visit the Theatre Development Fund’s TKTS booth in Times Square’s Father Duffy Square under the red steps, offering up to 50% off same-day shows and next-day matinee (lines can be long). Most shows hold lotteries, giving a select number of winners the opportunity to purchase choice seats at a bargain price. Many productions have rush tickets, slashing prices for select seats on a first-come, first-serve basis. TodayTix also offers discounted pricing in all forms.




HOW TO… Find Live Music

The sound of music rings through the streets of New York City. But with so many kinds of experiences, it’s all about finding the right performance for your ears.
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Touring Headliners

Like any other major city, New York is a stop for the biggest names on tour. But because of the size and scale of the city, oftentimes they’ll stop for multiple nights to get the audiences to come to them, like Harry Styles’ record-breaking 15 nights at Madison Square Garden in Midtown. Other major venues include Radio City Music Hall, also in Midtown, as well as Brooklyn’s Barclays Center and sometimes even New Jersey’s MetLife Stadium across the river.

Classical Favorites

The Upper West Side’s Lincoln Center, Juilliard School and Kaufman Music Center, Midtown’s Carnegie Hall and the Brooklyn Academy of Music all offer annual programs of some of the world’s best classical acts, ranging from symphonies and choirs to string quartets and piano performances.

Club Shows

In one of the buzziest cities on the music scene, it’s all about matching your taste to the right act. Electronic fare dominates at Brooklyn’s Avant Gardner and National Sawdust, Chelsea’s Marquee and Queens' Nowadays, while jazz fills the rooms at Midtown’s Birdland, West Village’s Blue Note and Jazz at Lincoln Center’s Dizzy’s Club on the Upper West Side. Rock and alternative acts can be found across the boroughs, but top picks include the Lower East Side’s Arlene’s Grocery and Mercury Lounge and Brooklyn’s Union Pool and Music Hall of Williamsburg.

Free Shows

The best thing about NYC is that there’s free entertainment, sometimes by bold-faced names. The best-known program is SummerStage, through the City Parks Foundation, offering free shows in every borough from June through October. Lincoln Center and Juilliard School also hold a number of free programs. Those who pay for the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) admission get an added perk of live music shows in its Sculpture Garden on Thursday afternoons.


CARNEGIE HALL TOUR

How do you get to Carnegie Hall? Practice, practice, practice, as the joke goes. But for a true deep dive into arguably one of the most famous performance venues in the world, catch a Public Walk-In Tour. Providing an insider’s perspective of the 57th St and Seventh Ave theater, the experiences are generally offered on weekdays at 11:30am, 12:30pm and 1:30pm, and Saturdays at 11:30am, but can change based on show and rehearsal schedules, so check the website for the latest. The tour costs $20 for adults and $17 for students and seniors.




HOW TO… Visit Comedy Clubs

Seeing stand-up comedians live usually comes in two forms: catching big names in even bigger theaters performing full sets, or watching a showcase of unfamiliar names try out count-by-the-minute sets in small venues. But the beauty about the live comedy scene in NYC is that everyone is on even ground, meaning there’s just as much chance to find a famous name duck into an intimate comedy club to try out new material as there is to see a future Saturday Night Live star honing their craft.
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Know the Hot Spots

If running into a household name is your goal, hedge your bets on the favorite drop-in spots. The basement-level Comedy Cellar in the West Village has one of the most famous track records, but it’s certainly not the only game in town. Gotham Comedy Club in Chelsea is another stronghold, known as the early stomping grounds for Amy Schumer and Jim Gaffigan, as well as its Tuesday night ComedyJuice showcase. Opened in 1975, Comic Strip Live on the Upper East Side has been a favorite for Eddie Murphy and Adam Sandler.

Explore Up-and-Comers

Getting out of Manhattan for comedy may seem laughable, but a cluster of Brooklyn clubs has become a breeding ground for young talent, as evidenced by the number of newer Saturday Night Live cast members and writers – like comedy trio Please Don’t Destroy – on lineups at spots like The Bell House, Union Pool, Union Hall and Littlefield.

Understand the Process

Comedians are usually given a particular number of minutes to perform, some in exchange for bringing in a certain number of audience members. If you’re looking to hit a particular spot on a certain day, booking ahead may be beneficial, but if you’re just looking for laughs, paying at the door should be fine.

Be sure to also ask if there are drink or food minimums.


SPOTLIGHT ON COMEDY CELLAR

In the most unlikely of places on MacDougal St in the West Village under the Olive Tree Cafe, a surprisingly modest marquee reading 'Comedy Cellar' has become one of the most storied comedy clubs in the world. Best known for the biggest names in comedy – from Chris Rock to Jon Stewart – dropping in for sets, it was also the star of the 2002 documentary Comedian, where Jerry Seinfeld spent his post-Seinfeld years reinventing his act against the famous brick wall with the stained-glass sign. Lineups are generally published on its site on Thursdays, and tickets can be booked online. Note there’s a two-item (drink or food) minimum per person in addition to admission.




HOW TO… Get into TV Tapings

The cameras are always rolling in New York City. Times Square doubles as an outdoor set for ABC’s Good Morning America and Rockefeller Center for NBC’s Today, both of which have weekday live shows from 7am to 9am, often panning out to fans standing outside. But actually being part of a studio audience can be one of the most thrilling tickets, especially with so many NYC shows bringing in A-list guests.
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Finding the Showtime

Just because a talk show comes on at a certain time back home doesn’t mean that’s the time (or day!) it’s filming. Late-night shows usually tape in the afternoons, and talk shows may bank a few episodes in a day. Tape days may be limited to a few weeks a month, and shows often go on hiatus for the summer. The best resource for schedules is 1iota.com, which handles audiences for daytime shows Live with Kelly and Mark, The View and Tamron Hall, and late-night favorites Late Show with Stephen Colbert, The Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon and Late Night with Seth Meyers. Each network also has a TV Tickets page with procedures for their shows.

Standby Options

The one thing no show wants on TV is an empty seat. That means most shows will have a standby line, a group of potential audience members willing to take a chance on being seat-fillers or being turned away. Check individual shows for their own process.

Bring Patience

Unlike purchasing theater seats, TV tickets are free – because as an audience member, you have a role too. That means being quiet when the cameras are on, and applauding when directed. With that can come long waits, whether it’s in line outside or during the show itself. Also understand that a ticket doesn’t guarantee entry, as production needs are ever-changing. If you do get in, relish in the luck it took to get there.


SNL STANDBY LINE

Jill Goucher has been in the Saturday Night Live audience 78 times and Amanda Scott 71 times – and together they run the SNL Standby Line podcast and social media accounts, providing audience hopefuls with insider advice and up-to-the-minute strategies on how to get from the line outside 30 Rock to a seat in Studio 8H. ‘Once you see how the show is actually made, you’ll be shocked because it’s so different from watching it at home,’ they say. The key to being a star audience member is to ‘be enthusiastic’ and ‘laugh a lot,’ they add, noting to ‘be respectful and follow all the rules,’ since they’ve seen people be removed. ‘NYC truly is the heart of live TV and definitely the easiest place to get into a taping.’







MUSEUMS OF NYC

New York City is like the universe, vast and always expanding – the same goes for its world of museums.
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You could visit several museums a day for a week and only begin to scratch the surface of the city's offerings, from world-class cultural institutions like the celebrities known by abbreviated monikers, to only-in-New-York specialized museums.

Art Heavyweights

That New York claims some of the world's mightiest art museums attests to its enviable artistic pedigree. From Pollock and Rothko to Warhol and Rauschenberg, the city has nourished many of America's greatest artists and artistic movements. The Met, MoMA, Guggenheim and Whitney Museum of American Art are just the start of a dizzying list of art-world icons. You’ll find museums like the Neue Galerie devoted to fin-de-siècle Vienna; the Frick Collection and Morgan Library & Museum, both housing priceless European treasures accumulated by their Gilded Age business-magnate founders; and sprawling galleries filled with Japanese sculpture, postmodern American painting, Himalayan textiles and NYC lore scattered throughout other institutions. And that's only Manhattan.

Other Icons

The city's cultural persona is intertwined with the art world. However, other museums have become synonymous with the city and rightly feature on nearly every visitor's wish list. On the Upper West Side, after taking in as much as you can of the gargantuan American Museum of Natural History with its dinosaurs, marine world, planetarium and IMAX films, you might be inspired to go back to school in the natural sciences. The National September 11 Memorial & Museum, occupying the original footprints of the Twin Towers, is a powerful, moving tribute to the innocent victims of the 2001 terrorist attack. Ellis Island National Immigration Museum, combined with a visit to the Statue of Liberty, details the city's historical role in the oft-harrowing experience of immigration.

Family-Friendly

There's no getting around it – kids get tired and bored easily, and happy children make happy parents. The American Museum of Natural History is a no-brainer and likely the highlight of a trip for most tot-sized museumgoers. In Midtown, the Museum of Arts & Design offers kids hands-on studio time with real working artists. The Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum is undeniably fun. A museum within a museum, DiMenna Children's History Museum in the New York Historical Society offers excellent children's programs and events. And it's easy to convince kids to take a trip out to the Sugar Hill Children's Museum of Art & Storytelling, or the Museum of the Moving Image and the interactive New York Hall of Science, both in Queens.


FREE OR DISCOUNTED

Besides the following museums, many have free or pay-what-you-wish policies on certain days and times; check websites for individual policies.

National September 11 Memorial  Honoring lives lost during the terror attack of September 11, 2001.

National Museum of the American Indian Smithsonian affiliate exhibiting decorative arts, textiles and ceremonial objects.

The Museum at FIT  Cleverly curated clothes exhibitions.

Hamilton Grange Mansion  Yes, that Hamilton. His short-lived country estate.

American Folk Art Museum A couple centuries' worth of folk and outsider art treasures, including pieces by Henry Darger.

Nicholas Roerich Museum Showcasing art of the Russian-born painter.

Theodore Roosevelt Birthplace Reconstructed boyhood residence of the 26th president.




	MUSEUMS BY NEIGHBORHOOD

	Lower Manhattan
	Densely packed, with the National September 11 Memorial & Museum, Ellis Island National Immigration Museum, Museum of Jewish Heritage, Skyscraper Museum and National Museum of the American Indian.

	West Village, Chelsea & Meatpacking District
	One of the art-world biggies is the Whitney Museum of American Art; Rubin Museum of Art is a small gem dedicated to the art of the Himalayas.

	East Village & Lower East Side
	Avant-garde art at the New Museum, the immigrant experience at the Tenement Museum and the stunningly restored synagogue, now Museum at Eldridge Street.

	Midtown
	Iconic MoMA, refined Morgan Library & Museum, Museum of Arts & Design, Paley Center for Media and Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum.

	Upper East Side
	Home to some of NYC's biggest hitters: the Met, Frick Collection, Guggenheim, Neue Galerie, Museum of the City of New York, Cooper Hewitt Smithsonian Design Museum, to name a few.

	Upper West Side
	The American Museum of Natural History is the main draw. Nearby, the New-York Historical Society is the city's oldest museum.






TREASURE HUNT


New York is one of the shopping capitals of the world. You will always find something unique, fashion-forward and stylish, all across the city.
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From independent stores to high-end luxury, you can find brands from all over the world here no matter the niche, as well as quality staples from local designers. Apart from the good deals, there's the shopping experience itself – the ambience of a trendy or lavish store while browsing the racks for some threads to bring back home (and struggle to fit into your suitcase). Every neighborhood has its own distinct style and a niche for certain taste, which can make you feel like you are in the movies. It’s not just fashion either. Beauty, home, accessories, vintage – this city has got you covered. You can go shopping at affordable brands and well-known retail chains across the boroughs, but most of your browsing will probably take place between Manhattan and Brooklyn.

High Fashion

As one of the epicenters of the fashion world, New York has no shortage of fashion-forward boutiques to browse through the racks. For famous brands and retail chains, Fifth Ave starting from 59th St through 42nd St has a strip of stores from high-end names like Gucci or Saks Fifth Avenue alongside tourist attractions like the Rockefeller Center and the Plaza Hotel. Heading further up in Midtown, you will run into more retail chains like Macy’s at Herald Sq or Bloomingdale’s on the east side. And while you’re there, you can continue to the Upper East Side if you are looking for a more luxurious shopping experience with well-known international designers. In SoHo and Nolita, you’ll find a mix of high-end mainstream designers and independent boutiques mostly catering to fashion and accessories, with the occasional beauty find.

Vintage Finds

Almost every prominent designer has a presence in the New York shopping landscape, but the city is also a great place to thrift for vintage staples to add to your wardrobe. In SoHo, you will find the celebrity-approved What Goes Around Comes Around and The Vintage Twin shops, if you are into thrifting designer goods. Also a standout in the area is Beacon’s Closet, which is lower in price than its neighbors. While SoHo may be more on the expensive side, you can go into the Lower East Side or the East Village to find smaller shops with a more affordable offering. Brooklyn is another good option for vintage and thrift clothing if you are on a budget, with L Train Vintage that has several locations. Mother of Junk is one of the most well-known shops for thrifting in Williamsburg, which has a hub of artisanal and secondhand shops. Bushwick also has a small concentration of thrifting shops such as Urban Jungle.
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SHOPPING BY NEIGHBORHOOD

Chinatown Browse jewelry shops on Canal St, along with Asian home goods and accessories on Mott St.

SoHo A hub of designer and fashion storefronts from big names like Louis Vuitton or Chanel, as well as smaller designer boutiques.

Williamsburg, Brooklyn Vintage-shop heaven! The place to go when you want to thrift and shop secondhand goods and handmade artisanal trinkets.

Midtown Tourist center that has a mix of retail chains, luxury brand stores, and famed department stores like FAO Schwarz or Saks Fifth Avenue.

East Village An eccentric mix of small shops selling accessories and vintage finds.

Nolita (pictured) The best place for gorgeous jewelry or accessories, with a number of clothing shops.




Best Independent Shops

Unearth Vintage

Chic vintage clothing in Cobble Hill, Brooklyn.

Strand Bookstore

Manhattan’s famous bookstore with a wide range for bibliophiles.

Pearl River Mart

NYC institution selling Asian-inspired goods in Lower Manhattan.

Peace & Riot

Eclectic goods inspired by Africa and the Caribbean in Bed-Stuy, Brooklyn.

Argosy Book Store

Part library, part museum, NYC's oldest bookstore is in Midtown.

Fishs Eddy

An eccentric selection of home goods located in the Flatiron District.

Lit. Bar

A woman-owned Bronx-based indie bookstore that is also home to a wine bar.

McNally Jackson Books

A staple on SoHo’s Prince St with a great range of used and indie titles.

Trash & Vaudeville

Rock out your wardrobe at this East Village staple that’s been here since 1975.







HOW TO… Get Active in NYC

In a city where getting around on foot is highly enjoyable and bikeshares are readily available, opportunities for year-round activity are never hard to find. At 30,000-plus acres covering 14% of the five boroughs, NYC parks bring playgrounds and playing fields, basketball and tennis courts, swimming pools, skating rinks and golf courses to the general public at little or no cost. Whether you’re renting a bike and pedaling around town, signing up for a local race and dashing for the finish line, or simply getting in your steps and seeing as many sights as possible in the process, here’s how to get moving in NYC.
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Spend Time in City Parks

The city has more than 1700 green spaces in its system, but the Frederick Law Olmsted–designed Central Park is the most likely stop for active visitors to New York. Its 1.58-mile Reservoir loop is super-popular with joggers, thanks in no small part to the views; there are also longer and shorter trails to choose from.

Record a Personal Best

Between the all-borough NYC marathon, half-marathons in Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island and a 10-miler in the Bronx, there are plenty of opportunities for runners to go the distance. Prefer mixing it up? Try the triathlon. Too intense? Sign up for a fun run or find a running group; New York Road Runners lists both.

Go for a Bike Ride

For a cruise around the park or the Manhattan waterfront greenway, finding your wheels couldn’t be easier. Citi Bike has more than 1700 stations and 27,000 bikes (both e-bikes and classic), and you can rent double surreys, tandem bikes and more in various parks, courtesy of Wheel Fun Rentals and Bike Rent NYC.

Create Your Own Walking Tour

NYC is arguably best explored on foot, from extensive walks along the High Line and across the Brooklyn Bridge to low-key strolls around picturesque hoods, like the West Village, Gramercy Park and the Upper East Side. (Don’t forget to pack comfortable shoes.)


THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX

If it’s an unorthodox workout you’re looking for, you’ve come to the right town. You can take a surfboard-based cardio-strength class in the East Village, or head to the Rockaways and jump in the ocean for an actual surf lesson. Try hip-hop yoga or 'humming' yoga, belly dancing or aqua cycling, or even put your circus skills to the test with silks, acrobatics or a turn on the flying trapeze. The buzzier classes may be harder to book, though some studios offer a free intro option; if that fails, ClassPass lets you browse all available courses and purchase individually.




HOW TO… Enjoy Spectator Sports

New York is a sports-mad city, full of cross-town rivalries and mouthy fans quick to declare their loyalties. It can be an intimidating place if you’re a rival supporter, but most stadiums are welcoming to visitors – as long as you’re not repping for Boston. With 162 games a season between Queens and the Bronx, baseball is the most accessible option, though certain games, like the Mets–Yankees subway series, are in high demand. The Knicks and the Rangers pack the house at Madison Square Garden, and the Giants and the Jets sell out in New Jersey, so plan ahead for those.
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Enjoy a Baseball or Basketball Game

For a quintessential NYC experience, get to a Yankees game – the Bronx Bombers are one of most popular baseball teams in the world. For another fun day out at the park, catch the also-iconic Mets in Queens. Seats in the nosebleeds are cheap for both. The Knicks hold court at Madison Square Garden; the atmosphere at a basketball match here is always off the charts. Over in Brooklyn, the Barclays Center is home to the Nets and the WNBA’s Liberty; prices for the latter are a steal, comparatively speaking.

Catch Some NFL or Hockey Action

Playing at MetLife Stadium, the NFL's Giants and Jets have distinctive histories – and equally rabid fans. Attending a game is a whole-day event; traffic is notoriously terrible, so heading out early is practically required.

Watching the Rangers – an Original Six team – play at MSG is a must for any self-respecting hockey fan. Long Island’s own Islanders take the ice at UBS Arena at Belmont Park.

Make a Racket at the US Open

At the end of summer, the tennis world descends on Flushing, Queens, for the final Grand Slam of the season, with rowdy late-night crowds and signature cocktails putting a distinctly New York twist on the courtside experience. Depending on your budget, you can opt for day or night sessions at Arthur Ashe and Louis Armstrong Stadiums, where the big names go head to head, or pick up a grounds pass and hop between the field courts and grandstand to catch the up-and-comers.


WHERE TO GET IN ON THE ACTION

Whether you’re up early for a Premier League match or devoting a Sunday afternoon to American football, it’s easy to find a spot to watch with like-minded fans. You can either go broad – Stout is a solid mini-chain – or get granular, depending on your interests. In Chelsea, Smithfield Hall is primarily a Manchester United bar, while Brooklyn’s FancyFree and Highbury Pub draw Arsenal fans. Stan's Sports Bar is a Yankee Stadium staple, and Standings is an East Village destination for college football. Seattle fans congregate at Carlow East on the UES, and Chicago fans head to the Overlook in Midtown.







ALL THINGS LGBTIQ+

Paint the town pink at New York’s bounty of bars, restaurants, shops and parks that proudly wave the rainbow flag.
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NYC started marching to equality’s drumbeat long before activists threw the first mythic brick at Stonewall. This is the land of Whitman, Warhol, Marsha P Johnson and countless queer folks who arrived in search of a chosen family. It’s the epicenter of the modern LGBTIQ+ rights movement; the birthplace of Pride; the backdrop for everything from Paris is Burning to Bros. It should be no surprise, then, that there are more LGBTIQ+ residents in the New York metro area than anywhere else in the country. NYC is Oz. Everywhere else? Kansas.

While the West Village holds down the fort as the original ROY-G-BIV bastion, New York’s alphabet-soup mafia forms a vast network that climbs north through Chelsea, into Hell’s Kitchen and out through the East Village, Williamsburg, Bushwick, Park Slope – and more recently into Ridgewood, Queens. Within these neighborhoods, you’ll find a hodgepodge of identities – though, in general, Manhattan’s west side is known for pretty-boy posturing, and the further east you get, the scruffier and decidedly more alternative the crowd becomes.

Bars & Parties

Dives, drag dens, dance halls and more – NYC’s bar scene identifies as ‘vers.’ There’s something brewing every night of the week, though Thursdays through Sundays are the most action-packed. Stick to Hell’s Kitchen, the West Village or Williamsburg for the best bar-hopping.

If you like to get down on the dance floor, look out for LGBTIQ+ pop-up parties. Fashionable queer crowds groove at Battle Hymn, a Chelsea-based rave thrown by Ladyfag. In winter, Le Bain (the top of the High Line’s Standard hotel) throws a Sunday soirée called Paradisco to cap off the weekend. Pop-loving partiers preen for Ty Sunderland, who DJs in Manhattan, Brooklyn and on boats. Papi Juice caters to the BIPOC community. Femme-forward? Try Hot Rabbit. Boy bacchanale? Head to Maspeth, Queens, for Horse Meat Disco.

Outdoor Adventures

On sunny summer days, LGBTIQ+ folks flock to the People’s Beach at Jacob Riis Park in Queens. In Manhattan, speedo-clad gays show off at Christopher Street Pier and Central Park’s Sheep Meadow, which attracts a gaggle every ‘Second Sunday’ between May and September. Fire Island, Asbury Park and Gunnison Beach are rainbow-friendly oceanside communities best for day trips and weekends away.

Dining, Shopping & Art

It’s possible to spend a trip supporting only LGBTIQ-owned establishments. Grab New Mexican–style burritos from gay-owned Ursula, have a midday sweet snack from Big Gay Ice Cream, slurp Italian at lesbian-owned Via Carota, or indulge in a tasting menu ‘by queer people for all people’ at HAGS.

For books and zines, leaf through the pages at queer-operated Bluestockings Cooperative. For eclectic cards and gifts, stop by gay-owned Delphinium Home. Kirrin Finch sells gender-nonconforming suits; LeatherMan sells fetish gear for kinky lads.

Charles Leslie and Fritz Lohman started showcasing gay-themed art from a SoHo loft in 1969 – a collection that grew as they rescued works by dying artists during the 1980s AIDS crisis. The Leslie-Lohman Museum of Art eventually became the world’s first museum dedicated to LGBTIQ+ themes.
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CELEBRATING PRIDE

When the inaugural Pride march erupted on Manhattan’s streets in 1970, it was a day-long protest spanning 50 blocks. Now, it’s a month-long party that reaches all five boroughs and culminates on the last Sunday in June with one of the world’s biggest LGBTIQ+ parades.

The week before the parade is jam-packed with events, running the gamut from family-friendly to downright debauchery. To lean into Pride’s rebellious origins, consider attending the Queer Liberation March. If you’re planning to bar-hop post parade, expect epically long lines.

Many ticketed events go on sale months in advance and regularly sell out. While these big, splashy parties can be fun, they can cost a pretty penny. Plan ahead and pace yourself.

For official Pride events, visit nycpride.org.




Best Bars & Clubs

JULIUS’

Sip pints in a historic setting with unpretentious bar flies.

DICKENS

Dine and drink inside this posh four-floor Midtown palace.

CUBBYHOLE

Get cozy with the Sapphic set while swaying to jukebox tunes.

3 DOLLAR BILL

Dance till you ‘death-drop’ on the outdoor patio or catch a live performance.

EAGLE

Don your favorite harness for a sweaty night with the boys.

GINGER’S BAR

Swig beer and shoot pool with gals at this Irish-style pub.

MOOD RING

Talk astrological signs at this pink-hued, new-age, gender-fluid haven.

CLUB CUMMING

Open-mic B’way blasts, bawdy burlesque and dancing: anything goes, all welcome.

HOT RABBIT

Femme forward nightclub and bars hosting world-class DJs and performers.








NEW YORK CITY

THE GUIDE

Chapters in this section are organised by hubs and their surrounding areas. We see the hub as your base in the destination, where you’ll find unique experiences, local insights, insider tips and expert recommendations. It’s also your gateway to the surrounding area, where you’ll see what and how much you can do from there.



Lower Manhattan

SoHo, Chinatown, Nolita & Little Italy

East Village & Lower East Side

West Village, Chelsea & Meatpacking District

Union Square, Flatiron & Gramercy

Midtown

Upper East Side

Upper West Side & Central Park

Harlem & Upper Manhattan

Brooklyn

Queens
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NEIGHBORHOODS AT A GLANCE


Find the places that tick all your boxes.
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Lower Manhattan
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NEW YORK’S LEGACY, SCULPTED IN STEEL

White-collar Wall Streeters buzz through skyscraper canyons while fun-seekers sun on riverfront piers. This might be the land of finance bros, but the neighborhood knows how to loosen its necktie.
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Staten Island Ferry crossing the Hudson River | Michael Lee/GETTY IMAGES ©

Business first: Lower Manhattan encompasses the Financial District (‘FiDI’) and Tribeca (the trapezoid-shaped ‘Triangle Below Canal’). Pleasure second: This is where to find NYC must-sees like the Statue of Liberty (pictured), Brooklyn Bridge and One World Trade Center.

Outdoor activities abound on the water, and the entire area is packed with top-tier museums. If you want to eye contemporary architecture, this is the place to do it – and if you want to explore New York’s colonial past, this is where to begin. Lower Manhattan is much like the stock market: prone to ups and downs.

Initially the indigenous Lenape’s stomping ground, the island formerly known as Manahattan saw its first shady business transaction when the Dutch purchased the island with small trinkets and christened it New Amsterdam. The British barged in next, renamed it New York and stayed from 1665 until the Revolutionary War ended in 1783. With waterfront access and plenty of ports, the area became a powerful trading hub and global financial center, built on the waves of American ambition.

For all of its fortune, there’s been plenty of pain: economic collapses, terrorist attacks like 9/11, 2012’s Hurricane Sandy and 2020’s business-crippling pandemic.

Still, the neigborhood’s steely resilience leads to rebirth. New skyscrapers soar as testaments to New York’s tenacity. Elegant green spaces spring up as Edenic escapes. Tribeca is having an art gallery boom, and after years of pollution, the waterfront’s cleaning up its act. You could fill all your time wandering historic cobblestone streets and zooming to the tops of tall buildings, but remember to hop on a ferry: this city isn’t only made of cement.
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DON’T MISS

Brooklyn Bridge

Skip between Manhattan and Brooklyn on this icon of the Gilded Age.

Statue of Liberty

New York’s green goddess stands guard on Liberty Island.

One World Observatory

Breathtaking NYC panoramas await.

Ellis Island

Follow in the footsteps of millions who entered the US here.

Governors Island

Sail away to this military-fortress-turned-maritime-playground.

South St Seaport

East River location for historic cobblestone streets, and Brooklyn Bridge views.

Tribeca

Boutique art galleries and eateries for culture vultures with a taste for finer things.

Staten Island

Free ferry ride to NYC’s ‘Forgotten Borough’ with unforgettable NY Harbor views.





[image: jpg]



HIGHLIGHTS

1 Battery Park

2 Bowling Green

3 Brooklyn Bridge

4 Elevated Acre

5 Federal Hall

6 Fraunces Tavern Museum

7 Museum of Jewish Heritage

8 National Museum of the American Indian

9 National September 11 Memorial Museum

10 New York Stock Exchange

11 Oculus Center

12 One World Observatory

13 South Street Seaport District

14 South Street Seaport Museum

15 Tin Building

16 Trinity Church

SIGHTS

17 AIRE Ancient Baths

18 Hook and Ladder 8

19 Irish Hunger Memorial

20 Jinsoon Spa

21 Lilac

22 Lispenard St

23 Manhattan Municipal Building

24 National September 11 Memorial

25 New York County Supreme Court

26 Pier 17

27 Pier 25

see 27 Pier 25 Mini Golf

28 Pier 26

29 Rockefeller Park

see 37 Shibui Spa

30 Staten Island Ferry

31 Walker St

32 Whitehall Terminal

EATING

33 Frenchette

34 Grand Banks

35 Le Gratin

36 Leo’s Bagels

37 Locanda Verde

38 Manhatta

39 Odeon

40 Pearl Diner

41 Schilling

see 39 Tiny’s & the Bar Upstairs

42 Van Leeuwen

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

43 Brandy Library

44 Dead Rabbit

45 Gotan

46 Laughing Man Coffee

47 Split Eights

48 Terroir

49 Variety Coffee Roasters

ENTERTAINMENT

50 Flea Theater

51 Roxy Tribeca

52 Soho Rep

SHOPPING

53 Brookfield Place

54 CityStore

55 Issey Miyake

56 Mysterious Bookshop

57 Phillip Williams Posters

58 Playing Mantis

59 The Canvas Seaport

60 Todd Snyder at the Liquor Store

TRANSPORT

61 Manhattan by Sail




TOP TIP

If you plan on visiting tourist favorites like the Statue of Liberty, One World Observatory and the National September 11th Memorial & Museum, expect large weekend crowds. Purchase tickets online in advance – it will save you tons of time. For a free, spontaneous activity, ride the ferry to Staten Island.




Brooklyn Bridge

Breeze-buffeted views from an architectural icon

When this marvel of modern engineering opened in 1883, it was the world’s first steel suspension bridge and the first land link between Manhattan and Brooklyn, spanning 1596ft across the East River.

Longer NYC bridges have since snatched the spotlight, but this 1-mile-plus journey still inspires awe. Its elevated pedestrian path is like an open-air cathedral: granite stones form neo-Gothic arches that point toward the heavens, and when fiery sunsets ignite the sky, the latticework of steel-wire cables appear like stained glass. Reach the bridge’s apex and 360-degree views dazzle, including picture-perfect frames of Manhattan’s skyscrapers, Brooklyn’s waterfront and New York Harbor.

Unlike an easy jaunt across the bridge, construction was no walk in the park. An estimated 27 people died during the 14-year process, including designer John Roebling, who contracted tetanus after his foot was crushed at Fulton Landing in the early stages of work. His son, Washington Roebling, took the baton, only to battle the bends (decompression sickness) and become bedridden after toiling away in underwater caissons used to excavate the riverbed for the bridge’s towers. His wife, Emily, supervised most of the construction and became the first person to cross the bridge in a carriage, holding a rooster as a sign of victory.

Hardships aside, the Brooklyn Bridge is a love letter to 19th-century ingenuity – arousing the artistic spirits of greats like Hart Crane, Jule Styne, Georgia O’Keefe and, today, a constant parade of selfie snappers. Expect large crowds from late morning to early evening, particularly in good weather.
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Brooklyn Bridge | TTstudio/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


TOP TRIP TIPS

The Brooklyn Bridge’s Manhattan entrance is directly off City Hall Park; the Brooklyn side has two exits. The first leads to waterfront views along Brooklyn Bridge Park in Dumbo. The second ends where leafy Brooklyn Heights meets gritty Downtown Brooklyn.

If you’re hunting for photo-ops, start in Brooklyn for uninterrupted views of Manhattan’s shimmering skyline. For a fast (though less scenic) way across the river, consider biking. A protected two-lane bike path zips one level beneath the pedestrian walkway.




National September 11 Memorial & Museum

Reflecting on a tragedy

Lower Manhattan’s hustle-bustle grinds to a halt at the National September 11 Memorial and Museum, a somber tribute honoring victims of the deadliest terror attack on US soil.

Located on 8 acres of the original World Trade Center’s 16-acre complex, the sweeping memorial plaza invites visitors to pause and reflect around two massive pools built within the footprints of the fallen towers. Sheets of water pour around the rims, cascading 30ft into a central void. Names of the 2983 people lost in the 2001 terror attack and 1993 World Trade Center car bombing can be found on bronze panels flanking the pools.

Over 400 oaks stand like soldiers around the memorial, along with one Callery pear tree – known as the ‘Survivor Tree,’ which managed to escape destruction and stands as a symbol of strength.

The adjacent museum, designed to resemble a collapsed tower, shepherds visitors from street to bedrock level, where they can experience, or re-experience, 9/11’s intense trauma through a collection of artifacts, photos, videos and remnants from the destroyed buildings. Exploring the 110,000 sq ft exhibition space can be a visceral – and overwhelming – emotional journey.

Although it does a yeoman’s job memorializing the tragic events, there’s been fair criticism that the museum monetizes grief (there’s an on-site gift shop) and fails to provoke thoughtful dialogue about sociopolitical matters preceding and following the attack. Still, the subterranean tomb provides a powerful look at stories of loss, resilience and hope. Purchase timed tickets at 911memorial.org in advance to avoid long lines.
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National September 11 Memorial | Collab Media/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


THE LITTLE CHAPEL THAT STOOD

Upon consecration, St Paul’s Chapel, now dwarfed by skyscrapers, was New York’s tallest structure. It’s a miracle that the chapel, constructed in 1766, remains upright. On top of surviving a fire in 1776, Manhattan’s oldest-standing church went unscathed when the Twin Towers crumbled in 2001. Located less than 100 yards from the site of destruction, St Paul’s offered rest and refuge for thousands of first responders and volunteers who flooded Ground Zero in 9/11’s wake.




MORE TOWERING ARCHITECTURE

In the 19th century, Manhattan’s southern tip started a never-ending race to build NYC’s tallest skyscrapers. Take a walking tour to spot structures that forever changed the city’s silhouette.







TOP SIGHT
 Statue of Liberty

‘Lady Liberty’ (above) is NYC’s most enduring icon, her torch shining high above New York Harbor since 1886. A one-woman welcoming committee for millions of immigrants, ‘Liberty Enlightening the World’ (her official name) has become an international symbol of freedom, justice and opportunity.
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Statue of Liberty | Frederick Millett/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


Scan this QR code for prices and opening hours.
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Ride the Ferry

Start your journey beside Battery Park’s Castle Clinton, where crowds congregate for the 15-minute ferry ride to Liberty Island. Expect airport-style security screenings at the boarding station, including long lines that last 30 to 90 minutes during summer’s high season.

Once it’s time to board, grab a seat by the lower level’s windows or on the upper level’s railings for New York Harbor views. You’ll be able to spot Castle Williams’ red sandstone facade on Governors Island, Staten Island’s Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge, Manhattan’s jagged skyline and Brooklyn’s southern shores


DID YOU KNOW?

Frédéric-Auguste Bartholdi’s colossal statue was meant to guard Egypt’s Suez Canal. The idea was rejected, but when it was suggested as a gift to America, the statue’s makeover led to a 101ft version of Libertas, the Roman goddess of freedom.



Visit the Museum

Step into the island’s free museum, a 26,000 sq ft, $100-million complex completed in 2019, for a riveting introduction to Liberty Island. Three exhibits dedicated to the statue’s conception, construction and cultural impact contextualize Lady Liberty’s importance in the 19th century and contemporary times. The original torch, removed in 1984, is the visual pièce de résistance, while the most engaging exhibit digs into the statue’s hypocrisy. In 1886, ‘universal liberty’ was a dream deferred for many Americans: women still didn’t have the right to vote and African Americans suffered through racist government policies during post-Civil War Reconstruction. Even today, America maintains a complicated relationship with Lady Liberty’s lofty ideals.


Explore the Grounds

Survey the island from the museum’s roof, which showcases a panorama that includes New Jersey, Manhattan and Brooklyn. On a piece of land dominated by an international symbol of egalitarianism, it’s imperative to recognize the indigenous people displaced during New York’s brutal period of colonization. Archaeological evidence dating back at least one thousand years shows that the Lenape used these grounds as a year-round fishing and oystering site. Nowadays, the 12-acre expanse is a play ground for tourists, manicured with flowers and trees, picnic areas and waterside walkways looking toward islands and skyscrapers.

Gaze at the Goddess

While staring at Lady Liberty’s sea-green copper sheen, consider the fantastic feats it took to get her to America. Constructed in Paris between 1881 and 1884 with help from French engineer Alexandre Gustave Eiffel (of the eponymous tower), the 450,000-pound giantess features a body built from 300 copper sheets, each about 7.8ft wide. Transported to New York across the treacherous Atlantic in 214 crates, she was reassembled from 350 pieces over four months and placed on a granite pedestal designed by American architect Richard Morris Hunt, bringing her total height to 305 ft.

Climb to the Crown

If you want to scope out the harbor from Lady Liberty’s crown, it’s imperative to reserve tickets four to six months in advance. This hike is not for the faint of heart: visitors must climb roughly 20 stories – which includes 215 steps to the pedestal and an additional 162 narrow, steep spiral steps to the headpiece. The sweeping view is worth the workout, including a close-up of the grand dame’s copper tablet, which reads ‘July 4th, 1776’ in Roman numerals (America’s Independence Day). Pedestal tickets are generally easier to nab – a solid alternative if crown tickets aren’t available.


TOP TIPS

• Statue Cruises is the only company that sells tickets to Liberty Island and Ellis Island; the box office operates inside Castle Clinton and New Jersey’s Liberty State Park. Book online in advance to avoid queues.

• The ferry ticket to Liberty Island includes access to the grounds, guided ranger tours, self-guided audio tours and Ellis Island.

• If you plan to see the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island on the same day, hop on a ferry before 2pm.

• Liberty Island’s food is expensive and mediocre at best. Pack lunch or snacks to enjoy on-site instead.




THE POWER OF POETRY

Lady Liberty was intended as an icon of emancipation – not immigration. Ellis Island didn’t open its ‘golden door’ until six years after the statue was unveiled. The original idea got replaced by the sentiment of Emma Lazarus’ 1883 poem ‘The New Colossus’, on the pedestal, which welcomes ‘huddled masses yearning to breathe free.’






One World Observatory

Survey the city from dizzying heights

Soaring 1776 ft into the air like a phoenix, One World Trade Center (aka Freedom Tower) stands as a symbol of the city’s post-9/11 recovery. The supertall skyscraper is currently the Western Hemisphere’s largest building – a shimmering glass spectacle with edges that form triangles stretching across 104 floors.

The building is impressive from below, but wait until you reach the observation decks on levels 100 to 102. Floor-to-ceiling windows showcase a 360-degree panorama with arresting views of all five boroughs and three adjoining states, not to mention Lady Liberty, the Brooklyn Bridge, the Empire State Building and more. If you need help naming landmarks, interactive mobile tablets programmed in multiple languages are available, included in a combo ticket for a well-spent $10 extra. Pre-purchase tickets online (oneworldobservatory.com/tickets) to avoid long queues and consider arriving early to beat the crowds. (Sunsets on clear days are particularly busy.)

The experience is more ‘theme park glam’ than ‘NYC grit,’ but if you can stomach snaking security lines and wide-eyed visitors, it’s well worth the trip.

Oculus

Eye-catching contemporary architecture

Whether you think it looks like a prehistoric ribcage, intergalactic spaceship or flying dove (as intended by architect Santiago Calatrava), the Oculus is inarguably evocative. Perched above the World Trade Center’s mall-and-transit hub, you might come here to switch subway lines or shop at upscale chain stores – but the gleaming cream structure itself is a worthy destination. Constructed with 36,500 tons of steel and streaming with natural light, this is one of NYC’s most mesmerizing train stations, giving Grand Central and Moynihan a run for their money. Indoor passages to Eataly (tasty Italian) and Brookfield Place (high-end retail) make it a sensible pit stop in inclement weather.
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Fraunces Tavern

Revolutionary War–era dining

Raise a glass to America’s forefathers at Fraunces Tavern, which opened as a saloon in 1762 and served as a political haunt for the likes of George Washington, Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr. In 1783, Washington bid his officers farewell in the second-floor parlor following the British evacuation of New York. In 1804, Hamilton and Burr attended a gathering here one week before their deadly duel. These days, downstairs is for dining and upstairs is for peeping 18th-century relics in an adjoining museum.

Trinity Church

Time hop in an Episcopalian parish

This exquisite example of Gothic Revival architecture overlooks Wall Street’s west end as a regal remnant of 19th-century Manhattan. It’s hard to imagine while staring at its 281ft spire today, but Trinity Church was Manhattan’s tallest structure upon completion in 1846. (The original building burned down in 1776; a second was demolished in 1839.) Walk through three sets of bronze doors, conceived by Richard Morris Hunt (responsible for the Statue of Liberty’s pedestal) to genuflect before the interior’s elaborate stained-glass windows, then tour Trinity Churchyard to pay respects to permanent residents like Alexander Hamilton, now a bona fide Broadway celeb.
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Trinity Church, Wall Street | V_E/shutterstock ©

Bowling Green

A historic park with big cojones

Bowling Green’s tiny grass-and-gravel patch is far more important than its size lets on: Legend says this is where the Dutch ‘purchased’ the island Manahatta from the indigenous Lenape for an obscenely low sum in 1626. It also holds the distinction of being NYC’s first public park, established in 1733. While the wood benches and London Plane trees make this a pretty pit stop, the real reason to visit is for the 7000-pound Charging Bull statue nearby, installed in 1989 as a piece of guerilla art by sculptor Arturo Di Modica to celebrate the strength and vitality of America’s economy. It’s now a permanent city fixture that supposedly brings financial prosperity – as long as you rub its gold testicles...




TOP SIGHT
Ellis Island

Ellis Island was America’s immigration epicenter from 1892 to 1924, welcoming 12 million foreigners into New York City and beyond. Today, approximately 40% of the US population descends from those hopeful newcomers – indelible pieces of a cultural quilt that form the nation’s fabric.
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Ellis Island National Museum of Immigration | Giuliano Del Moretto/shutterstock ©


Scan this QR code for prices and opening hours.
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Getting to the Island

Traveling to Ellis Island begins as it did for many immigrants – on the water. The 27.5-acre plot of land is only accessible via ferry, which leaves from Battery Park and docks at Liberty Island before sailing another 15 minutes to the National Immigration Museum. Get your camera ready: the trip from Liberty Island is particularly scenic as it arcs around the Statue of Liberty and looks up the length of Manhattan.

An Elaborate Introduction

Once on solid ground, ponder the imposing Main Building before you. After the original wood structure burnt down in 1897, architects Edward Lippincott Tilton and William Boring designed a beaux arts compound to impress New York’s first-time arrivals. Copper-topped domes frame triple-arched entrances with Flemish bond brickwork trimmed in limestone. For many immigrants landing in America, this was the most ornate (and potentially intimidating) architecture they’d ever encountered.

To learn more about the building’s rise, demise and eventual resurrection, an exhibit titled Restoring the Landmark examines its architectural history. It’s located on the third floor of the Main Building.


DON’T MISS

Statue of Liberty

Ellis Island’s Main Building

Journeys: The Peopling of America, 1550–1890

Registry Room

Restoring the Landmark

Statue of Annie Moore




Understanding the United States

Immerse yourself in the complex tapestry of US immigration prior to Ellis Island’s debut in Journeys: The Peopling of America, 1550–1890. This exhibit traces the movement of people to and through the US as they built the blocks of the nation’s foundation. Stories of displaced Native Americans, enslaved Africans and optimistic immigrants illuminate America’s on-going struggles with identity.

A contemporary immigration conversation continues in Journeys: New Eras of Immigration, 1945–Present, which includes refreshingly honest first-hand accounts that lean into hot-button issues in American politics.

Following Immigrant Footsteps

On the Main Building’s second floor, you can walk Through America’s Gate, an exhibition chronicling the step-by-step process for newly arrived immigrants on Ellis Island.

Begin in the 338ft-long Registry Room, where thousands of hopefuls once gathered daily to wade through the tape of American bureaucracy. From here, wander through halls to learn about medical and legal inspections necessary to gain admittance to the US, including the 29 questions that would determine a person’s future.

While 98% of immigrants eventually made it into the country, 2% of people faced the personal and financial pain of rejection – which could account for over 1000 travelers per month. Take a moment to examine pieces of salvaged walls, scrawled on by immigrants as they awaited their fate. Each scribble reflects their desire to leave a lasting mark on America.

Star-Studded Arrivals

A laundry list of people became famous after passing through these doors, including anarchist Emma Goldman, film marker Elia Kazan and songwriter Irving Berlin (responsible for the anthem God Bless America). But one lucky lass earned her spot in history books before she left the island. Her name? Annie Moore – the first person processed by Ellis Island immigration. The 17-year-old arrived on January 1st, 1892, after a 12-day journey from County Cork, Ireland, and was gifted a $10 gold coin from the Commissioner of Immigration to commemorate the event. She eventually married another immigrant – German-born Joseph Augustus Schayer – and gave birth to at least 11 children, only five of whom survived. An on-site statue celebrates her arrival – the symbol of America’s dream realized.


TOP TIPS

• Statue Cruises is the only company that provides tickets and transportation to Ellis Island. Book online in advance to avoid queues.

• Upon arrival, head to the lobby for a free audio tour. Check the schedule for free tours and screenings of the 35-minute film Island of Hope, Island of Tears.

• To visit areas like the hospital and morgue, you must book a guided tour in advance.

• If you have ancestors who came through Ellis Island, head to the American Family Immigration History Center to find their records with the help of research assistants.




OF OYSTERS & ELLIS

Native Americans called the island Kioshk, or ‘Gull Island.’ The Dutch called it Oyster Island for its mass of mollusks. It was even known as Gibbet Island when criminals were hanged here in the 1760s. Today’s name comes from Samuel Ellis, a merchant who took ownership of the island in the 1770s.






National Museum of the American Indian

Indigenous offerings and architectural intrigue

This Smithsonian-affiliated museum, located inside Cass Gilbert’s 1907 Customs House, is a visual feast. The beaux arts exterior acts as an appetizer, decorated with Corinthian columns and guarded by four female statues representing Asia, America, Europe and Africa. The museum’s exhibits are the main course, showcasing native art throughout the Americas while exploring indigenous life from ancient to contemporary times. A stunning rotunda serves as dessert, sprinkled with nautical murals from the 1930s and topped with a 140-ton skylight. The tastiest part? Entrance is free.

Museum of Jewish Heritage

A living Holocaust memorial

Weave your way through Jewish history at the world’s third-largest Holocaust museum, which explores Jewish life before, during and after the horrific 20th-century genocide. The six-sided building, overlooking Liberty Island from Battery Park City’s southern tip, symbolizes the Star of David. Its three interior floors explore aspects of Jewish identity, including 4000 first-person Holocaust accounts. For a post-exhibit meditation, amble around the Garden of Stones, an outdoor promenade where trees planted by Holocaust survivors bloom from boulders. Finish by celebrating New York’s Jewish culinary heritage at LOX, an on-site gourmet Kosher cafe. Entry is free on Thursdays from 4pm to 8pm.

South Street Seaport Museum

NYC’s nautical past

New York’s maritime history gets first-class treatment at this pay-what-you-wish museum, spanning several restored brick buildings and four ships docked at Pier 16. The main space on Fulton Street honors the city’s sea-faring origins, while a 19th-century-style print shop on Water Street sells NY-centric cards, books and stationery. The museum’s most exciting offerings, however, are floating in the East River. General admission includes tours of the Wavetree, a cargo vessel built in 1885, and the Ambrose, used as a floating lighthouse from 1908 to 1932. You’ll have to pony up $15–70 more to set sail on the neighboring schooner (May to October) or tugboat (Saturday and Sunday) – but both adventures, which whizz through New York Harbor, are well worth the cost.
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Wavertree docked at Pier 16 | Anne Czichos/shutterstock ©


Tin Building

High-end eats and unique treats

Celebrated chef and restaurateur Jean-George Vongerichten attracts epicurious crowds to this South Street Seaport marketplace with 53,000 sq ft of fastidiously curated food counters, sit-down restaurants, upscale pantry shops and a smattering of bars. Located on Pier 17, this glitzy gourmand palace is a far cry from its original incarnation as a wholesale seafood market, which operated from 1907 to 2005 – fish counter at the entrance pays homage. Prices tend toward the high side (save the grocery shopping for elsewhere) but if you want a one-stop shop for fancy picnic fare and table service, this is the area’s best bet.

The Battery

Beautiful gardens with waterfront views

Spilling across 25 verdant acres of Manhattan’s southern tip, the Battery is a tranquil retreat from FiDi’s busy streets. Meandering footpaths and a protected bike lane skirt perennial gardens and open fields, leading to a scenic stretch of waterfront.

While wandering about, you’ll pass scores of monuments – including the Netherlands Monument (a flagstaff commemorating Peter Minuit’s mythic purchase of Manhattan for the Dutch) and the American Merchant Mariners’ Memorial, inspired by a photograph of victims from a World War II submarine attack. Castle Clinton, built in 1811, stands at the park’s center. Over the years, this sandstone fortress has been a military stronghold, immigration center and even an aquarium. It now serves as the takeoff point for trips to the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island.

If you’ve got little ones in tow, bee-line for the SeaGlass Carousel,where visitors sit atop giant, iridescent fish to spin around a swirling glass-and-steel pavilion (seaglasscarousel.nyc). Pair it with the neighboring Playscape – an artistically imagined jungle gym – for a kid-friendly afternoon.
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New York Stock Exchange

The center of US commerce

The New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) is an icon of American capitalism and the anchor of New York’s Financial District. Visitors aren’t allowed inside, but the Roman-inspired architecture gives a wink at the Colosseum-style blood baths that must ensue between brokers on the trading floor. The main facade features six Corinthian columns and a pediment titled ‘Integrity Protecting the Works of Man.’ At the center, Integrity wears the winged cap of Mercury, god of commerce; she’s flanked by figures representing industry and production. Across the street stands the 4ft Fearless Girl statue, with her arms akimbo. Initially a temporary installation, she defiantly holds her ground.
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Elevated Acre

Hidden urban green space

In a sea of arboreal abstinence, this meadow on 55 Water Street’s second floor is a welcome reprieve from sidewalk cement. The 1-acre park features a trim lawn, tiered gardens and East River–facing benches where you can clearly see the Brooklyn Bridge, Brooklyn Heights, Governors Island and Red Hook’s industrial cranes. Bring a snack from Urbanspace’s food court (located across Water St) to elevate the experience. Thanks to inconspicuous entrances (an escalator on Water St and stairs on South St), the crowds are often thin.

Federal Hall

Where the US took its first steps

A bronze statue of George Washington gazes toward the NYSE from the steep steps of this Greek Revival stunner, built as a customs house in 1842 and modeled after the Parthenon.

The illusion to Athens, birthplace of democracy, feels fitting for the site of New York’s 18th-century City Hall – where America’s first congress met, the Bill of Rights was constructed and Washington was sworn in as America’s first President in 1789. Now a museum celebrating the nation’s early days, you can see replicas and remnants of the buildings that preceded the current structure, along with the bible Washington used during his inauguration. It’s worth peeking inside if only to awe over the opulent interior rotunda and its saucer dome. Admission is free.
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UNCOVER NEW YORK’S COLONIAL PAST
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In NYC, there’s a trove of old-world history hiding in plain sight. Take this 2-mile walking tour to see ghostly remnants of Manhattan’s yesteryear.

Start at 1 the Battery’s waterfront, facing Lady Liberty, to consider how her lofty ideals compare with the city’s complicated origins. Before captain Henry Hudson arrived in 1609, the Lenape paddled here in wood-carved canoes. Stop by the 2 National Museum of the American Indian on the park’s eastern side to learn about the land before European takeover.

Trace the park to 3 Pearl Street, the city’s original shoreline before landfill expanded it outward, and jog east to 4 Fraunces Tavern, where George Washington famously threw back a few pints. Across the street, look for the bones of 5 Lovelace Tavern’s foundation, buried beneath the sidewalk. Built in 1670 and burned down in 1706, the site wasn’t rediscovered until 1979. Next stop is 6 Stone Street, which became the city’s first cobblestone-paved passage in the 17th century.

Three blocks northeast is a plaque marking the site of New York’s 18th-century 7 slave market, opened in 1711. Slavery was introduced here in 1626; by 1730, 42% of the population owned enslaved people.

From here, walk west on 8 Wall Street (an actual defense wall in the 17th century), toward 9 Trinity Church (the resting place of Alexander Hamilton), and north along 10 Broadway (built on an old Lenape-made route).

End at the 11 African Burial Ground National Monument, a memorial and museum honoring the estimated 15,000 African souls interred on-site. Unearthed in 1991 during the construction of an office building, the mass grave is a reminder of the backs on which New York was built.


STROLL PAST SOARING SKYSCRAPERS
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New York’s identity is synonymous with its skyscrapers, each one a symbol of innovation and modernity. Wander through Lower Manhattan on this 1.25-mile trek to see that here, it’s often size that counts.

Start at 1 Jacob Wrey Mould Fountain on City Hall Park’s south side to admire the skyline’s marriage of classic and contemporary styles. To the west, Cass Gilbert’s neo-Gothic 2 Woolworth Building (1913) shoots 792ft into the heavens. To the east, Frank Gehry’s 8 Spruce St (2011) is an 870ft artwork of stainless-steel ribbons.

Head west on Barclay St to inspect the Woolworth’s terracotta ornaments, then pause at 3 Church St. The Jenga-style boxes of 56 Leonard St (2017), Tribeca’s highest tower, gleam to the north. Next, make a left to reach 4 St Paul’s Chapel. New York’s tallest building upon consecration in 1766, it’s now overshadowed by the city’s current titleholder – One World Trade Center.

After wowing over the glass-clad giant, traipse past two Santiago Calatrava designs – the 5 Oculus (2016) and 6 St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church (2022). Then, zip through Zuccotti Park to ogle the north side of the  7 Equitable Building at 120 Broadway. When this 40-story monolith blotted out the sky in 1915, it inspired a zoning law enforcing the construction of ‘stepped facade’ towers, allowing sunlight to reach the sidewalk.

Continue down Cedar Street to 8 Fosun Plaza. From here you can see the zoning law in action at 9 70 Pine St (1932): this stepped-facade, art deco icon dominates the neighborhood’s eastern skyline. Conclude your tour with a boozy Manhattan Deluxe at Overstory, a lofty cocktail lounge on 70 Pine St’s 64th floor. The $50 minimum is a price worth the panoramas.




Plan a Governors Island Getaway

Escape the city’s incessant buzz

Car-free, glamp-ready and laced with paths for strolling and cycling: Governors Island might only be a 5-minute ferry ride from Manhattan’s southern tip, but energetically it’s worlds away. Choose your own adventure on this 172-acre pleasure pad, shaped like an ice-cream cone and sprinkled with enough activities to please all palates.

Art enthusiasts can spend an afternoon admiring mammoth outdoor sculptures, like the antique indigenous fruit trees populating Open Orchard, a living earthwork. Kids can get a thrill zooming down the city’s longest slide, a 57-foot screamer found on the aptly-named Slide Hill. If you want to catch some rays, head to Hammock Grove and kick back in one of the area’s 50 namesake swings. When hunger calls, you’ll find an answer at Liggett Terrace’s food trucks or a waterfront restaurant with New York Harbor views.

While walking through this public park is excellent, biking is an easier way to fit in all the sights. Cyclists can pedal around 7 miles of trails for panoramas of Lower Manhattan’s skyline, the Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge, and a Lady Liberty close-up. Rent wheels from Blazing Saddles ($30 per day) or use one of three Citi Bike stations around the island.

If you’re willing to drop some dough, this people’s park can become a glamorous getaway. Seasonal glamping tents by Collective Retreats (starting at $215 per night) make for unique New York slumber parties, and QC NY’s Roman-style spa (starting at $98) has a heated infinity pool from where you can soak up city views.

Ferries depart from Lower Manhattan’s Battery Maritime Building daily. Adult tickets cost $4; on weekends, all passengers ride free until noon.
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ISLAND UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Governors Island has seen tremendous transformations since the indigenous Lenape fished here in the 1500s. It’s now 100 acres larger, bulked up in 1912 with debris from the Lexington Avenue subway excavation and decorated with architectural remnants from its two centuries as a military stronghold. Fort Jay and Castle Williams, completed in the early 19th century, are the most impressive structures, both of which served as prisons for Confederate soldiers during the Civil War. (Visit on weekends to tour the facilities.) In 2023, one of the island’s last parcels of undeveloped land went to Stony Brook University, which plans to build a campus focused on researching climate change solutions, expected to open in 2028.



GOVERNOR ISLAND’S BEST EATS AND TREATS

Taco Vista

Snag a waterfront picnic table to eye skyscrapers while snacking on SoCal-style tacos and sipping margaritas. $

Threes Brewing

Head to the Liggett Terrace outpost of this Brooklyn brewer to sample sweet pilsners, spelt saisons and hazy IPAs. $

La Newyorkina

When summer temps blaze, cool off with a handmade paleta (popsicle) from this sweets stand on King Ave. $


FANTASTIC FIDI DINING

Manhatta

Splurge on the tasting menu or go à la carte – what’s most important are the views from the 60th floor. $$$

Le Gratin

Kitchen king Daniel Boulud brings Lyon to Lower Manhattan at this French restaurant in the Beekman hotel. $$$

Schilling

Austrian classics (schnitzel, spätzle) get Mediterranean accents at this rustic restaurant by Michelin-starred chef Eduard Frauneder. $$

Leo’s Bagels

Hand-rolled gluten goodness topped with your choice of lox, eggs or maybe a cream-cheese schmear. $

Pearl Diner

An unfussy, old-school, swivel-stool classic serving fluffy pancakes and grilled cheese since the 1960s. $




Hang Out at South Street Seaport

Shop, drink, dine, repeat

Manhattan’s historic trading port has come a long way since Hurricane Sandy flooded its cobblestone streets in 2012. Before the superstorm, tacky tourist shops and mediocre restaurants ensured the cool kids stayed far away. Then, in the storm’s aftermath, real estate developers swooped in and slowly transformed the 4-acres into the epicenter of Lower Manhattan’s urban renaissance. Now, you’ll find post-work stock brokers and well-heeled travelers shopping, drinking and dining along East River piers with Brooklyn Bridge views.

Begin by brushing up on Manhattan’s maritime beginnings at the South Street Seaport Museum. This was the city’s principal port until the Civil War, and its streets still showcase 18th- and 19th-century architecture from its heyday. You won’t find the fish market and brothels of yore, but modern merchants still sell top-grade goods. New York bookstore chain McNally Jackson is a word-nerd wonderland and Mûre and Grand’s flower-power threads are a ray of sunshine. It’s worth scheduling a trip around the Hester Street Fair (hesterstreetfair.com), Pier 17’s summer weekend pop-up, where vendors sell vintage thrift clothes, handmade jewelry and other uber-cool knick knacks.

Break up the shopping with a bit of imbibing at watering holes along the piers. In the Tin Building, it’s possible to hop around specialty counters for wine, beer and cocktails. At Pier 17’s Pearl Alley, you can grab a negroni while gawking at Brooklyn. There’s no shortage of fabulous food, either, with Mister Dips (delicious burgers), Carne Mare (Italian chophouse) and House of the Red Pearl (Chinese) topping the list. Sick of the Seaport? Hop on a boat: Manhattan by Sail (manhattanbysail.com) captains sunset tours.
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BEST BARS IN LOWER MANHATTAN

Dead Rabbit

It’s tough to beat this three-floor bar named after a 19th-century Irish-American gang – the Irish coffee is a knockout.

Brandy Library

Order a sipper from one of the 1500 bottles of brandy, cognac and whiskey lining the floor-to-ceiling shelves.

Terroir

Select from a list of over 80 wines available by the glass at this unpretentious outpost for discerning oenophiles.


Bike Around Manhattan’s Tip

A spectacular path connecting must-see sights

Strap on a helmet and get ready to roll: thanks to 1500+ miles of bike lanes, cycling is one of the fastest and most efficient ways to navigate NYC — and in Lower Manhattan, a 3-mile stretch tracing the island’s southern tip also happens to be exceptionally scenic. You can zoom along this path in under 30 minutes, but from South Street Seaport’s foodie favorites to Brookfield Place’s high-gloss shopping, this can quickly turn into a half-day affair.

Before hitting the road, fuel up at the Tin Building, a two-floor food hall with an upscale marketplace hocking picnic-ready treats. From here, a two-way bike lane glides beneath FDR Drive. Follow the path south along the East River toward the Whitehall Ferry Terminal, then curve west to reach the Battery – a serene spot to pause and appreciate waterfront views and manicured gardens.

As the trail swerves north, it connects with the Hudson River Greenway – a picturesque 13-mile paved ribbon that links to Inwood. Gaze toward the east, and you’ll eventually see stunning panoramas of FiDi’s skyline, including a view of One World Trade Center.

Park your bike around Brookfield Place, a posh retail palace, to enjoy the rest of your adventure on foot. After grabbing a snack inside (try Le District, a très délicieux Francophile food hall), skip to a bench in Rockefeller Park, where you can rest your legs while overlooking the Hudson.

If cycling the city seems scary, fear not: this clearly-marked, protected path is obstacle free, making it an accessible introduction to the pedal palooza.


CHOOSE YOUR RIDE

Citi Bike, NYC’s ubiquitous bike share program, offers day passes ($19 per day for unlimited 30-minute rides), which allow users to unlock bikes at one station and drop them off at any other station around the city. This option is most convenient for short, quick trips. You can purchase day passes at station kiosks, but download the Citi Bike app for a better user experience. Finding a station or available bike can occasionally be a hassle, particularly around rush hour.

Blazing Saddles, a rental company with a South Street Seaport outpost, offers one-hour rentals ($10) and full-day rentals ($28). A rental is best for longer rides where you plan to stop and explore at your leisure.



BEST CAFES IN LOWER MANHATTAN

Split Eights

You can have it both ways at this bi-level hang: coffee in the morning, cocktails at night.

Variety Coffee Roasters

Grab a cup of joe from this reliable, local chain before hiking over the Brooklyn Bridge.

Gotan

Strong brews, light bites and free wi-fi attract the work-from-anywhere crowd to this sunny Tribeca cafe.


Float on the Hudson River

Outside at Piers 25 & 26

Hudson River Park is a 550-acre recreational ribbon with leafy footpaths, a bike lane and elegant piers stretching along Manhattan’s west side from Tribeca to Hell’s Kitchen. Tribeca’s  Pier 25 is the park’s longest – a 985ft destination for outdoor activities. Pier 26, its next-door neighbor, is the only pier dedicated to river ecology. Combine a visit to both on a sunny summer weekend to connect with Manhattan’s boat-fueled beginnings.

Pier 26 provides a visual lesson on the Hudson River’s biome. Walk along gardens of native plants representing the woodland forests, coastal grasslands, maritime scrub and tidal zone that people would’ve encountered prior to industrialization. If you’d prefer to see the city from a cormorant’s point of view, plan your visit around the kayaking program run by Downtown Boathouse (May to October; check the website downtownboathouse.org for more info). This volunteer-run organization offers free, first come, first served opportunities to paddle along the pier for 20-minute stretches.

Continue the boat bonanza aboard the Lilac, America’s only surviving steam-powered lighthouse tender, moored at Pier 25. Built in 1933 and decommissioned in 1972, it’s now a free-floating museum, open for weekend tours of rotating exhibits (May to October).

Shore up your Pier 25 visit on the Sherman Zwicker – a 1942 saltbank fishing schooner that once toured the Atlantic Ocean. It’s now home to Grand Banks, an oyster-obsessed seafood restaurant serving Hamptons-style crowds. Arrive before sunset to snatch a waterside table, where you can soak up the pink-painted cityscape as the sun dips behind New Jersey. (Make reservations on crewny.com.)
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HALF-SHELL HISTORY

Long before pizza became the cheap-eat treat for famished New Yorkers, a salty sea candy reigned supreme on the streets: oysters. Thick beds of the decadent aphrodisiacs lined the city’s estuaries, plucked by the indigenous Lenape, then pillaged by European colonizers. NYC earned a reputation as the world’s oyster capital, and some biologists estimate that New York Harbor contained half the world’s supply. Ellis Island was called ‘Oyster Island.’ Pearl Street was once paved with their shells. But by 1927, pollution and over-harvesting killed the masses of meaty mollusks. Today, Hudson River Park is dedicated to repopulating the defunct reefs: in 2021, 11.2 million larval oysters were successfully added to the Hudson River Park’s Estuarine Sanctuary.



MORE NEAR THE PIERS

Pier 25 Mini Golf

An 18-hole course landscaped with waterfalls, bridges, streams and a cave: kid-friendly, date-night approved

Van Leeuwen

Head to the 310 Greenwich St location of this New York–born chain for gourmet ice cream, including vegan options. $

Irish Hunger Memorial

A half-acre garden sits atop a recreated 19th-century cottage memorializing Ireland’s famine (1845–1852).


Ogle Art at Tribeca’s Galleries

The hottest art-dealer destination

New York’s cutting-edge art galleries are perpetually on the move. They occupied SoHo in the 1970s, the East Village in the 1980s then Chelsea, the Lower East Side, Williamsburg and Bushwick. And while each of these neighborhoods maintains its artsy allure with a sizable swath of galleries, none hold a candle to the scene exploding in Tribeca today. Thanks to affordable real estate in quirky spaces unfit for restaurants or retail, the neighborhood has become a gallery garden, with the roster of showrooms growing every few months. Purchasing a piece from these dynamo dealers might cost a pretty penny, but perusing the galleries is free.

Walker St, with its Corinthian-columned, cast-iron buildings, links Tribeca Park to Chinatown and is the neighborhood’s artsy center. Starting from the west side, you’ll find conceptual works at Bienvenu Steinberg & J and contemporary pieces at Bortolami Gallery. Further east is LOMEX, a haven for rising local talent located on the third floor of 86 Walker St. (LOMEX is named after the Lower Manhattan Expressway, a failed highway proposed by urban planner Robert Moses in the 1960s. It would’ve torn through SoHo, Chinatown and more.)

Head a block north to Lispenard St, where Denny Gallery packs a punch with interdisciplinary exhibits and Patrick Parrish Gallery inspires bold interior designs with an eccentric collection of furniture and fine art. Vintage timepiece connoisseurs should book an appointment at the Secret Watch Shop on Parrish’s lower level. More galleries invite gazing on White, Franklin and Leonard Sts. Zigzag through the neighborhood and pop into places that catch your eye.


TRIANGLES & TRAPEZOIDS

From the mid-19th century through the mid-20th century, this area was a food-and-manufacturing hub known by names such as ‘Washington Market,’ the ‘Butter and Eggs District’ and the ‘Lower West Side.’ By the 1960s, companies abandoned their buildings and artists took over, transforming light-filled lofts into bohemian studios. One group of artists, hoping to rezone the manufacturing district into a residential stronghold, dubbed themselves the ‘Triangle Below Canal Artists’ Co-op,’ named after the triangle formed by Canal, Church and Lispenard Sts. A newspaper report mistakenly used the term to refer to the entire trapezoidal neighborhood, and it stuck. And Tribeca’s artists? They were eventually priced out.



TRIBECA’S BEST RESTAURANTS

Frenchette

Frequented by Tribeca’s trendy set, this French bistro feels more Left Bank Paris than West Side Manhattan. $$$

Locanda Verde

Order the lamb meatball sliders at this chic-casual Italian fine diner, connected to the Greenwich Hotel. $$$

Tiny’s & the Bar Upstairs

This pretty-in-pink townhouse might date back to 1810, but the menu gives American classics some modern pizzazz. $$$


Peruse Tribeca’s Quirky Shops

Search for one-of-a-kind finds

Soho’s fashion scene bleeds into Tribeca with a smattering of boutiques hocking high-end threads, but thanks to eccentric specialty shops, retail in this neighborhood remains unique. Leave room in your suitcase for something special – it’s hard to leave these stores empty-handed.

For New York-themed treasures beyond Time Square’s key-chain-cluttered shops, start with CityStore’s normcore collection. This is the only place to buy exclusive, city-licensed merchandise like authentic-looking taxi medallions, subway signs, FDNY shirts and tees repping your favorite borough. It’s located inside the Manhattan Municipal Building – a treasure itself, with a 40-story limestone facade dressed up with early 20th-century grandeur.

After finding city swag, walk through City Hall Park to Manhattan’s best murder business – the Mysterious Bookshop. This paperback purveyor isn’t any old bookstore – it’s a mystery-themed temple where bibliophiles sleuth around for titles relating to crime, espionage and anything else that incites suspense. Rare first editions, collectibles and Sherlockiana (content related to the fictional British detective) have kept this store alive since 1979.

Around the corner on Chambers St is Phillip Williams Posters – a block-long room packed with roughly 100,000 printed pieces. Time flies by while scanning the museum-worthy stacks, piled high with everything from vintage New Yorker covers to 19th century advertisements on canvas.

From here, walk 10 minutes north on Varick St to Playing Mantis – a charming kids shop with handmade toys from around the world. The collection is a whimsical throwback to the analog past, and the artfully crafted creations can be equally appealing to adults.

Walking between the shops included here covers roughly one mile. Wear comfortable shoes to enjoy the journey.


WHO HEARTS NY?

NYC fell on tough times in the 1970s. In an attempt to save New York’s tourism industry, graphic designer Milton Glaser was tasked with designing an inviting logo. While bumping along in the back of a cab, he scribbled an idea on an envelope. It read ‘I Love NY,’ with a rosy-red heart. (Spoiler alert: it caught on.) Since then, the design has been updated in moments of local duress. There was Glaser’s ‘I love NY more than ever’ after 9/11, then ‘I can’t afford to love NY’ graffiti in the past decade, mocking rising rents. Most recently, the city introduced ‘We Love NYC’ as a post-pandemic panacea – much to the chagrin of the original’s fans.



SHOPS WORTH A STOP

Todd Snyder at the Liquor Store

The location of this menswear brand dresses a 19th-century building in contemporary cool.

Issey Miyake

Innovative sartorial style, sure, but it’s worth stepping inside to see the sculpture designed by Frank Gehry.

The Canvas Seaport

Thumb through ethically made, sustainability-focused femme fashion at this South Street Seaport location.


Behind the Scenes in Lower Manhattan

Filming locations and star-owned establishments

NYC is a silver-screen sensation and two of its biggest stars are Tribeca and FiDi. In addition to films and TV shows that use these streets as backdrops, industry bigwigs gather here in springtime for the Tribeca Film Festival – founded by actor Robert De Niro to revive the neighborhood after 9/11. Spend an hour or two touring the area, and you’ll find yourself tracing tons of famous footsteps.

Begin at Hook and Ladder 8, a 1903 beaux arts fire station recognizable as the original Ghostbusters headquarters (1984). Next, head south to the Odeon– one of the neighborhood’s best brunch spots. The red neon sign, glowing above this restaurant since 1980, made its on-screen debut in Bright Lights, Big City (1988) – a film adaptation of Jay McInerney’s 1984 novel. In the 1980s, tastemakers like Martin Scorcese, Andy Warhol and the cast of Saturday Night Live gathered here to gab over favorites like steak tartare. If you’re not in the mood for bistro food, grab Italian at Locanda Verde, co-owned by De Niro, or coffee at Laughing Man Coffee, co-founded by Hugh Jackman.

Once you’re satiated, hoof it to the steps of the New York County Supreme Court, a granite temple from 1901 that has appeared in everything from 12 Angry Men (1957) to long-running TV crime drama Law & Order. If you’re looking to recreate iconic movie moments, make a beeline for Brooklyn Bridge – where Miranda and Steve lock lips in the Sex and the City movie (2008) and singing sailors Gene Kelly and Frank Sinatra skip in On the Town (1949).

Sick of walking? Kick back at the Roxy Cinema, Tribeca’s big-screen arthouse hub, for 35mm cult classics and independent film debuts.
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RECREATE NYC MOVIE MAGIC

Watch out for the Satanic cult in Rosemary’s Baby (1968) at the Dakota on the Upper West Side.

Kick a can down Cranberry St in Brooklyn Heights like Cher in Moonstruck (1987).

Have whatever Meg Ryan had in When Harry Met Sally (1989) at Katz’s Delicatessen on the Lower East Side.

Quote Prior’s monologue from Angels in America (2003) by the Bethesda Fountain in Central Park: ‘The great work begins.’

Channel your inner Iron Man from Avengers: Infinity War (2018) at Washington Square Park.



SEE LIVE MUSIC AND THEATER

Pier 17

Big-name bands play summer shows on this riverfront roofdeck with panoramas worth applauding.

Soho Rep

One of Off-Broadway’s best houses for innovative new works and emerging playwrights.

Flea Theater

The downtown theater scene’s top Off-Off-Broadway house for shows produced by Black, brown and queer artists.


Spend an Afternoon on Staten Island

NYC’s least-populous borough

The ‘Forgotten Borough’ gets a bad wrap for birthing three Jersey Shore cast members and the reality show Mob Wives, but Staten Island is also responsible for the Wu-Tang Clan, the city’s largest-remaining forest preserve and enough pizza shops to make an Italian nonna blush. Don’t blow off the ‘hood across New York Harbor – leave the Manhattan centrists behind for an afternoon to remember.

Half the joy in visiting Staten Island is the journey. Unlike other boroughs, you won’t find subway trains here. Instead, visitors set sail on bright orange ferries departing from Lower Manhattan’s Whitehall Terminal. The 5.2-mile, 25-minute cruise is a cinematic experience showcasing Governors Island, Jersey City’s skyscrapers, Lady Liberty herself and the Verrazzano-Narrows – New York’s longest suspension bridge. Unlike the subway, this trip is free – and if you like your boat rides boozy, you can grab beer from on-ship concessions. Avoid riding during rush hour, when locals crowd the ferry while commuting to work.

Once the ferry docks at Staten Island’s St George Terminal, continue the maritime tour by walking to the nearby National Lighthouse Museum, housed inside the former general depot for the US Lighthouse Service. Each exhibit is a love letter to the structures and their keepers, including an impressive collection of 180 lighthouse models collected from 29 states.

For hop heads, a trip to local craft beer purveyor Flagship Brewing Company is a refreshing way to cap off the day. Order a flight to sample house-made favorites, and if the weather is nice, grab a table on the outdoor patio. Remember: you’ll be taking the ferry back to Manhattan – there’s no need for a designated driver.


STATEN ISLAND’S BEST PARKS

With over 170 parks protecting 12,000 acres of land, Staten Island is New York’s greenest borough.

Fort Wadsworth

Tour the grounds of this former military installation, watching over New York Harbor since the 19th century.

Staten Island Greenbelt

NYC’s largest forest preserve has deep roots in this 2800-acre collection of connected parks, laced with 35 miles of trails.

South Beach

Summer weekends get crowded for good reasons: unbeatable Verrazzano-Narrows views, a breezy 2.5-mile boardwalk and the borough’s prettiest sandy strip.



MORE STATEN ISLAND MUSTS

Alice Austen House

This tiny museum celebrates pioneering LGBTIQ+ photographer Alice Austen in her former Victorian home.

Joe & Pat’s

The thin-crusted, vodka-sauce slice from this family-owned pizza parlor has been the borough’s best since 1960. $

Snug Harbor Cultural Center

Contemporary art, science exhibits and tranquil gardens spread around 19th-century buildings in European style.


Sail Away to Sandy Hook

New Jersey’s pristine coastline

Manhattan’s coast presents a curious paradox: water everywhere, but no swimmable beach. Luckily, there’s Sandy Hook – an ocean-front Elysium accessible from FiDi on a 40-minute ferry ride. This seven-mile stretch of the Jersey Shore’s northern peninsula is a far cry from city life. Windswept dunes, holly forests and salt marshes blanket the landscape – and to the north, NYC’s skyscrapers appear toy-sized.

While it’s possible to reach Sandy Hook by car, the drive pales compared to the scenic boat ride across New York Harbor. When the ferry arrives, you’re left at Fort Hancock, a historic army base home to America’s oldest operating lighthouse, built in 1764. The beaches await on the peninsula’s far side, reachable by foot, bike or complimentary shuttle bus, which picks up passengers from the dock.

From here, you can do as you please. Biking, birding, fishing and hiking are all possibilities thanks to trails lacing the area. There are six separate beaches. For family-friendly fun, stick to Beaches B, C, D and E. North Beach tends toward the quiet side; Gunnison Beach is clothing-optional.

Sandy Hook requires light advance prep: reserve a Seastreak ticket (seastreakferry.com) and plan to depart from one of two Manhattan locations – Pier 11/Wall St or East 35th St. Check the schedule to and from Sandy Hook, and leave plenty of time to board before your trip. The ferry waits for no one. As for packing – a swimsuit, towel, sunblock, water and snacks are musts. If you’re sensitive to sun, bring an umbrella – shade is a hot commodity here.

[image: jpg]

Sandy Hook | Roman Babakin/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


BIRTHDAY-SUIT SWIMMING

It’s a typical day at the beach but with a catch – almost everyone’s naked. Welcome to Gunnison – a naturist wonderland on the shaft of Sandy Hook’s curved peninsula. Locals say it’s been a skinny-dipping sensation since Fort Hancock’s army troop days, and now, on top of being a time-honored tradition, it’s New Jersey’s only legal clothing-optional shore. LGBTIQ+ travelers take note – the beach’s south side is a favorite among gay men, who bring elaborate beach set-ups for day-long fiestas. As for the rules, there are two to hold dear: this isn’t a peep show, so don’t stare; and if you don’t want to get naked, get lost.



TRIBECA’S SELF-CARE SANCTUARIES

AIRE Ancient Baths

Unwind in the steam room and communal baths at this lux spa with Roman, Greek and Ottoman influences.

Shibui Spa

Dip into a lantern-lit pool after a relaxing shiatsu massage inside the Greenwich Hotel.

JINsoon Spa

Sip citrus tea while the nail artists make your phalanges look fabulous at this cozy salon.






SoHo, Chinatown, Nolita & Little Italy
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DESIGNER SHOPPING AND DIVERSE EATERIES

It can be argued that this part of New York City is where all the cool kids reside – or at least spend a lot of time hanging out.
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SoHo (South of Houston), Nolita (North of Little Italy), Chinatown and Little Italy combined make up a trendy, contradictory string of Manhattan that also offers a good dose of culture. Each of these subneighborhoods has a distinct feel, despite their close proximity. You can tell that you’re in bustling Chinatown by the change of architectural landscape, with a jumble of tiled pagodas, shrine archways and store signage in Mandarin or Cantonese surrounding you. From Canal St (running from the Manhattan Bridge to the West Side Hwy), you enter a different world upon turning into Mulberry St where you are suddenly transported to Italy for a clutch of mostly family-run restaurants dishing out classic Italian fare. Keep walking and you’ll hit the small section of Nolita which has a quirky assortment of one-off boutiques, followed by SoHo, a mecca for A-list fashionistas. These different worlds ensure there are plenty of attractions for locals and tourists alike.

It’s a great place to spend a good chunk of your trip whatever your interests – whether you feel like window-shopping the designer storefronts, sampling Asian cuisines or simply strolling around enjoying a cone of gelato. It can also get a little overwhelming because of the many options to fill your time as well as the various free tourist traps. True, this pocket of NYC can get overcrowded with tourists, but it’s very much worth the visit. And if you can’t make it by day, the neighborhood is just as enticing come nightfall, with plenty of clubs, speakeasies and cocktail bars to mingle about.
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DON’T MISS

MAHAYANA BUDDHIST TEMPLE

Home to the golden Buddha, the largest statue in the city.

DOYERS STREET

Small yet storied street with a mural on the ground lined with shops.

COLOR FACTORY

Vibrant museum teaching about color theory with interactive exhibits.

MULBERRY STREET

Strip of Little Italy featuring restaurants and cafes serving Italian cuisine.

LITTLE ITALY SIGN

Stop for a photo at the famous sign between Hester and Mulberry Sts.

MOTT STREET

Historic street lined with Asian eateries and specialty shops.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 99 Favor Taste

2 Doyers Street

3 Mahayana Buddhist Temple

4 Mulberry Street

5 Museum of Chinese in America

6 Super Taste Dumplings

7 Little Italy Sign

EATING

8 Buona Notte

9 C Di Palo

10 Chinese Tuxedo

11 Dim Sum Palace

12 Famous Sichuan

13 Ferrara Bakery

14 Kitchen Côut

 see 2 Nom Wah Tea Parlor

15 Pho Grand

16 Ping’s

17 Puglia

18 Royal Seafood

19 Saigon Vietnamese Sandwich Deli

see 10 Pork Chop House

20 Yunnan Rice Noodle House

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

21 161 Lafayette

see 2 Apothéke

22 Caffe Palermo

23 Mabu Café

24 Mr Fong’s

25 Mulberry Street

see 2 Peachy’s

26 Rooftop93

27 The Crown

28 Up Stairs

ENTERTAINMENT

29 Daphne

SHOPPING

see 23 Ting’s Gift Shop




TOP TIP

It’s very easy to walk to each neighborhood from the other. Canal St in Chinatown is where you can walk to Little Italy via Mulberry St. The main subway lines for getting around are the 4,5,6, R, W, B,D and F trains.
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Museum of Ice Cream

Scoops of fun

The Museum of Ice Cream provides a welcome break from your shopping excursions in SoHo. Popping out amongst the sea of retail stores, it features interactive exhibitions that are all about the timeless dessert. You can book your spot in advance on the website to get a time slot for the visit, and get an upgrade so you can sample different flavors in true VIP style as you stroll around the venue. It’s guaranteed to keep the kids entertained.
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Leslie-Lohman Museum of Art

Art of the community

Charles Leslie and the late Fritz Lohman started showcasing their gay-themed art collection from a SoHo loft in 1969 – an assemblage that rapidly expanded as they rescued works by dying artists during the 1980s AIDS pandemic. The Leslie-Lohman Museum of Art is the world’s first museum dedicated to LGBTIQ+ themes, with over 25,000 pieces that span three centuries and include names like Keith Haring and Robert Mapplethorpe. The artworks speak to different issues surrounding the community and the artists’ own personal journeys and insights. The museum is open only on Wednesday and Sunday afternoons.

Super Taste

Eat like a local

There are a lot of restaurants to choose from in Chinatown, with a variety of regional Asian delicacies. But the most famous, and tastiest, of these treats are the dim sum and dumplings. It’s hard to choose just one place to go – every local will have their favorite and a lot of the restaurants have their own signature dumplings. They are literally everywhere you turn in the area, with everyone believing their place is the best, so don’t hesitate to sample from different venues. Super Taste is known for its pork and chive dumplings for under $5. The majority of the popular eateries are small, family-owned establishments, so remember to bring cash.
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Mahayana Budhist Temple | Massimo Borchi/Atlantide Phototravel/GETTY IMAGES ©

Mahayana Buddhist Temple

Deep roots with spiritual meanings

Chinatown carries a lot of cultural heritage for the Asian American community in New York City. It is one of the few neighborhoods in Manhattan where you will find a number of Buddhist temples – large and small, public and obscure – where followers of the faith come to worship. They are easily stumbled upon during a stroll of the neighborhood, including the Eastern States Buddhist Temple which is filled with hundreds of Buddhas.

Both a landmark of the area and a tourist attraction, the Mahayana Buddhist Temple is the largest in Chinatown. Step inside and you’ll find a simple interior of wooden floor and red paper lanterns, dramatically upstaged by the magnificent 16ft golden statue of Buddha (thought to be the city’s largest) seating on a lotus and edged with offerings of fresh oranges, apples and flowers. The temple’s entrance, which overlooks the vehicle entrance to the Manhattan Bridge, is guarded by two handsome golden lions as symbols of protection.


TEMPLE ETIQUETTE

Visitors are allowed in Buddhist temples but remember that these are also spaces of worship and that no photos or videos are allowed inside the worship space; dress appropriately with shoulders and knees covered. While temples are open every day, they typically close at 5pm to 6pm so make sure you get there early. They are also closed off to the public if a religious ceremony occurs. You can donate $1 to receive a fortune and pick up a souvenir from the gift shop.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 Basilica of St Patrick’s Old Cathedral

2 Chanel Atelier

3 Dominique Ansel Bakery

4 Leslie-Lohman Museum of Art

5 Museum of Color

6 Museum of Icecream

SIGHTS

See 7 Coucou

7 Little Paris Sign

8 Old NYC Police Headquarters

SLEEPING

9 Broome Hotel

10 Dominick Hotel

11 Soho Grand Hotel

EATING

12 Lombardi’s

13 Prince Street Pizza

14 Rubirosa

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

15 142 Sullivan Bar

16 ART SoHo

17 Bar Hugo

18 Ear Inn

19 Gilligan’s

20 Jimmy

see 7 La Compagnie des Vins Surnaturels

21 Maman

ENTERTAINMENT

22 Katra Lounge

23 The Blond

SHOPPING

24 Abbode

25 Adidas

26 BAPE

27 Clic

28 Converse

29 Crate & Barrel

30 Forever 21

31 Golden Goose

32 Housing Works Bookstore

33 INA

34 Les Miss

35 Mango

36 Nalata Nalata

37 Uniqlo





TOP SIGHT
Doyers Street

This tiny alley parallel to Mott St is easy to miss if you’re not careful. But the small, curved strip actually represents the beginnings of what Chinatown is today. These days, it’s home to several eateries and bars that are worth stopping by. You know you’ve arrived by the bold color of the mural on the ground.
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Scan this QR code for neighborhood events in Chinatown.



Chinatown’s Roots

Although it’s small, Doyers St has been the core of Chinatown from its early days, ever since the first wave of Chinese immigrants arrived in the area, to work in factory assembly lines and in the laundry houses of New Jersey. Named after a Dutch immigrant who owned a distillery and tavern near the intersection with Bowery, this pedestrian street is still one of the focal points of Chinatown and its back story. Its origins stretch back to the late 1800s and through 1900s it was the hub of the neighborhood’s arts community, with the first Chinese-language theater in New York established here. During the latter half of those years, it earned the moniker ‘the Bloody Angle’ due to its reputation for assailants attacking their targets as they turned the corner at the height of tensions between rival Chinese gangs.


DON’T MISS

Mabu Café

Peachy’s

Nom Wah Tea Parlor

Ting’s Gift Shop

Chinese Tuxedo



High & Low Eats

There are several choices when it comes to grabbing a bite along Doyers St. If you’re on a budget, stop by the Pork Chop House for some light bites. If you feel like something fancier, head to Chinese Tuxedo which is a little more high-end and offers an eclectic menu of Chinese dishes. A lot of the places you’ll want to visit here are great spots for afternoon tea or even a light brunch. Mabu Café is a Hong Kong–style eatery serving tasty French toasts and unique hot teas ranging from classic boba to teddy bear on ice to go with a small pitcher for chilled tea. You need to go downstairs where you’ll see a neon sign marking the entrance to the small eatery. Nom Wah Tea Parlor is one of the popular local old-school venues that might look like an American diner but it actually serves tea with classic dim sum; from roast pork buns to Shanghainese soup dumplings, t’s all finger-licking good. Nom Wah attracts the most tourists along Doyers St and has been in business since 1920 – one of the oldest shops here apart from Ting’s Gift Shop, which opened in 1957.
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Nom Wah Tea Parlor, Doyers St | We-Ge/GETTY IMAGES ©


Bar-Hopping

Some of the best after-hour spots in Chinatown are found on Doyers St. In addition to a premier dining experience, Chinese Tuxedo offers a good selection of craft cocktails, so you can enjoy an evening meal to kick off a night of partying. Among the drinking dens attracting the crowds in the area you’ll find Peachy’s, a trendy speakeasy with a unique selection of concoctions. Located only a few steps down (look for the ‘chemist’ sign with a beaker illustration hanging above the doorway) is Apothéke, another speakeasy and craft-cocktail favorite. At this former opium-den-turned-apothecary bar, skilled bartenders use local, seasonal produce from green markets to mix up intense, flavorful ‘prescriptions.’


LOCAL LIFE

Apart from all the cafes, restaurants and bars, along the bend you’ll come across several beauty salons, barbershops and massage parlors. Doyers St is also home to the official Chinatown branch of the post office that pays homage to activist Mabel Ping-Hua Lee, who was a member of the woman’s suffrage movement and championed causes for the growing Chinese community amidst exclusion laws that lasted until the 1940s.




TOP TIPS

• The main access point is the Canal St Station along the subway line 6. You can also take lines 4 or 5 to Brooklyn Bridge City Hall Station. Both are less than a 10-minute walk from Doyers St, but it’s better to start your walking tour if you’re coming from the Brooklyn Bridge stop.

• Stores tend to open around 11am or noon and tend to close around 6pm, with the exception of a few bars which close between midnight and 2am.
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Chanel store

Dominique Ansel Bakery

Sweet treats

There are a lot of well-known bakeries in SoHo, but none like the Dominique Ansel Bakery. It skyrocketed to fame in 2013 after unveiling its famous cronut (a cross between croissant and donut), which launched a new food trend that had people waiting in lines for hours just for a chance to order one. There are plenty of creative French pastries to order as well, if you are interested in sampling more than the cronut – but we highly recommend trying one.
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Cronuts, Dominique Ansel Bakery | Nami Uchida/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

99 Favor Taste

Hot pot for dinner

Hot pot restaurants are very popular in Chinatown. 99 Favor Taste is one of the best spots in the area for this all-you-can-eat experience where you pick a broth, choose your meat and vegetables and then cook everything. While the restaurant has several other locations in the city, this Chinatown staple by the Little Saigon area is among the more popular ones. It’s best to come with a group as hot-pot-style dinners are the best when they are shared with friends. The menu offers many options, and they accept walk-ins.

Chanel Atelier

Shopping spree for fashion addicts

If you’re looking for some original buys, SoHo and Nolita are home to many independent designer stores. The prices vary from average to super expensive, but there are unique finds ranging from clothing to homeware. Keep in mind that these shops are smaller, so you’ll get a more intimate shopping experience than when visiting a big-name chain. If you are into beauty and skincare, Chanel Atelier is the place to go and the only one of its kind in the city – you can get a whole new look with Chanel skincare and makeup products here. Note that shoppers can try out the products for free before deciding on a purchase.
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Museum of Chinese in America

Heritage and history

To learn more about Chinatown’s history, head to the Museum of Chinese in America whose engaging permanent and temporary exhibitions shed light on Chinese American life both past and present. The illuminating two-hour experience takes visitors on a visual history tour, from the first Chinese immigrants in the US, and provides an often intimate glimpse into topics that include immigration, cultural identity and racial stereotyping. The museum is closed to the public on Mondays and Tuesdays, but you can still visit on those days if you book a private guided tour.
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Color Factory

A fun and vibrant time

Among SoHo’s many art galleries and unconventional museums, you’ll find the Color Factory on Spring St. Whether you are a fashionista interested in learning how to color-coordinate your outfits better or someone who wants to learn more about the different shades of blue and their deeper meanings, the exhibition provides a nice break from all the shopping. While the experience is largely tailored to groups, introverts can still enjoy the museum on a solo excursion. It takes about one to two hours to get through the venue, and if you get hungry afterwards, there are three food courts serving burgers, fries and the like.

There’s more to the Color Factory than its exhibits, though – the venue also serves as a nightclub and regularly hosts live music events. Visit the museum website to check the calendar for upcoming events.



TOP SIGHT
Mulberry Street

Between Canal and Broome Sts, the Mulberry strip is home to one of the city’s oldest Italian communities. Today, the street attracts a host of tourists who come to indulge in a plate of pasta from one of its storied restaurants followed by a signature cannoli – and maybe a scoop of gelato too, if you still have room for it.
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Little Italy near Mulberry Street | Jerome LABOUYRIE/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

A Brief History

The street itself carries a colorful history, with its name believed to be a nod to the mulberry trees that once lined its sidewalks. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, it became synonymous with Italian-American immigration, as waves of Italians arrived in New York City seeking a better life. Over the last 50 years, as more of those immigrants began to move to other parts of the city and populate Brooklyn and beyond, the neighborhood shrank in size to what it is today. Still, it is a living testament to NYC’s Italian-American community and the nostalgia for the old country.

A Nostalgic Stroll

Walking down Mulberry St, you are immediately immersed in a lively and colorful atmosphere. The architecture of the area, with the buildings’ charming fire escapes and vintage storefronts, evokes a sense of nostalgia. The streets are adorned with red, white and green decorations reminiscent of the Italian flag, with notable places like Caffe Palermo making you feel you could be on the streets in Italy. As you stroll, you’ll encounter many quaint shops and family-owned businesses in between souvenir stores and smoke shops. Be sure to snap a photo in front of the iconic Little Italy sign.


DON’T MISS

Little Italy Sign

San Gennaro Festival

Puglia

Ferrara Bakery

Mulberry Street Bar

Caffe Palermo

Buona Notte
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San Gennaro festival, Mulberry Street | littlenySTOCK/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Festive Celebrations

Little Italy truly comes alive in September during the San Gennaro Festival, a beloved annual event honoring the patron saint of Naples. The streets are closed to traffic during the festivities, as the neighborhood turns into a raucous block party, with carnival games, live music, religious processions and (of course) mouthwatering Italian food. It’s a time when the community opens its arms to visitors, and the sense of camaraderie is palpable. The event tends to run for roughly a week and a half in mid- to late September and is open to all. It remains an old-world tradition that has been going for more than 90 years.

Foodie Heaven

Naturally, there are many options to choose from for a pasta lunch or dinner when visiting Little Italy. Most restaurants will have someone outside trying to lure you in to look at the menu – which is also posted outside so you can make your decision. Most eateries have outdoor seating if you want to enjoy your meal with some sunshine. Lovers of Italian cuisine will also find many options to sample cured meats, cheeses and even classic Neapolitan pizza as if they were strolling the streets of Rome itself. You can complete the experience with a taste of the famous cannoli or some homemade gelato for dessert at Ferrara Bakery. There are also long-standing restaurants, like Puglia,which have seen the neighborhood change over the decades. For after-hours drinks, head to the atmospheric Mulberry Street Bar.


LOCAL FAVOURITES

Viveca Chow’s  (@vivecachow) Little Italy favorites:

C Di Palo

A true gem with a romantic vibe – more than a century-old family business striving to bring the best of Italian food culture to America.

Buona Notte

From the minute you step in, you’ll feel the warmth of this small business. Their decor will also transport you out of NYC for a few hours.




TOP TIPS

• The main attractions center along Mulberry St, starting at Canal St with a few restaurants and establishments just off the strip until Broome St which borders on the edges of Nolita and SoHo.

• It tends to be very crowded and the sidewalk can be narrow since restaurants have outdoor dining areas.

• No cars are allowed on the main strip of Mulberry St so it’s very pedestrian-friendly.

• Because of its small size, Little Italy makes a good side trip when visiting Nolita or taking a break from shopping in SoHo.






MOTT ST WALKING TOUR
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The best place to start this walk is at the intersection of Worth St and Chatham Sq. The first point of interest you’ll come across is the 1 Chinatown Fair Family Fun Center, Manhattan’s last standing old-school arcade with classic and new games. Along the way, keep an eye out for the famous 2 Wo Hop restaurant if you wish to stop for lunch. It has been a neighborhood favorite for years and attracts huge crowds for its standard Chinese fare and budget meals.

Further along Mott St, you will find 3 Yùnhóng Chopsticks where you can browse for unique homeware and, of course, grab a set of chopsticks to display back at home. On the corner of Bayard St, make a right and walk to 5 The Original Chinatown Ice Cream Factory for an ice-cream break – make sure you sample some of the non-traditional flavors like lychee or taro. Head back to Mott St and keep strolling until you reach the 4 Eastern States Buddhist Temple; check out its Buddha statues and donate a dollar to get a small fortune on your way out.

Across the street a little further down, you will find 6 Keki Modern Cakes; pop in if you prefer a slice of cake or pastry over ice cream, along with some tea. The next intersection will be with Canal St, which can sway you over with more shopping options including its many jewelry stores. Continuing further down past Grand St, you’ll have reached the end of the Mott St tour, so you can relax with a refreshment at 7 The Chai Spot nearby, before continuing on to Nolita.




THE DON’S WALKING TOUR
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Start the walk at the crossing of Mulberry and Spring Sts and check out the 1 John DeSalvio Playground. The story behind the name is that he was a middleweight boxer who became a hired hand for gangs in the area. Keep walking two blocks over to Broome St and 2 Caffe Roma, a famous filming location from the hit series The Sopranos (and with other real-time mobster ties), where you can stop for a coffee break.

Next door are two more famous spots from the iconic television series: the old-time 3 Mulberry Street Bar – another popular watering hole for Tony Soprano and his associates, but also used as a backdrop for scenes in Godfather III and  Donnie Brasco and once a favorite haunt of the late Frank Sinatra – along with the  4 Benito One restaurant. In between these two venues you’ll find 5 Mulberry Street Cigars, which also pays homage to the neighborhood’s mob history with photos of Tony Soprano and crew in the window; here you can opt to get a cigar as a souvenir.

Continue walking past the intersection with Grand St, and you will reach 6 Caffe Palermo, also a well-known filming location from The Sopranos, as well as a great place to get an Aperol Spritz to feel like you’re in Italy. Further down the block on Hester St is the iconic 7 Little Italy Sign, so you can take a quick photo to remember your trip. After this point, you can keep strolling to Canal St, where the tour ends.




WHERE TO GO FOR A GOOD TIME

The Blond

Where the fashion elite and NYC cool kids come for an eccentric show plus drinks.

Katra Lounge

Small but energetic venue that plays hip hop and Top 40 hits, attracting a younger crowd.

Up Stairs

This lively karaoke bar along Canal St has reasonably priced drinks.

161 Lafayette

No-frills karaoke bar with great ambience and happy-hour specials.

Daphne

Posh nightclub located inside Hotel 50 Bowery that will let you dance the night away.




Shop till You Drop

Revamp your style

Shopping in SoHo is, without a doubt, one of the highlights of visiting the neighborhood – it is hands-down one of the best retail areas in Manhattan. With its flagship stores, coveted labels and sartorial trendsetters, this is the place that has served as the backdrop for countless editorials and even the home of famous supermodels. SoHo is the personification of style and fashion – you can’t leave without stopping by at least a few stores on its big-name fashion streets.

Begin your shopping experience on Broadway, the main destination for big chain stores like Adidas, Crate & Barrel and more, starting at the junction with Bleecker St. The first few blocks feature more affordable names like Forever 21, Mango, Uniqlo and Converse. If you are interested in designer names such as BAPE and Golden Goose, walk up a block, going west towards Mercer and Greene Sts, where you will find more high-end fashion boutiques. Don’t hesitate to wander off the strip and into the side streets, especially if you are looking for stores that sell items other than clothing, like the Housing Works Bookstore on Crosby St. After Howard St, you will be on Canal St and Broadway, letting you into a new set of shops inside Chinatown. If indie-chic is your thing, head to Nolita whose Mott St is best for browsing.
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Little Paris, Center Street | Sipa USA/Alamy Stock Photo ©

WHERE TO STAY IN SOHO

Dominick Hotel

Celebrity darling that boasts a small rooftop lounge and bar with happy-hour cocktails. $$$

SoHo Grand Hotel

The neighborhood’s original boutique hotel with a striking glass-and-cast-iron lobby stairway. $$

Broome Hotel

Quiet hideaway located in a restored 19th-century building in the middle of SoHo’s shopping district. $$$


Experience Paris in SoHo

C’est la vie

While you’re out and about in SoHo, you can take a detour and feel like you’re on the streets of Paris – even if it’s only for a block. In Nolita between Broome and Grand Sts, Centre St is home to a single block of French-inspired shops and cafes known as ‘Little Paris.’ The cobblestone street features cafes and boutiques reminiscent of Parisian elegance, and you can even attend a French language class at Coucou here.

Ideally, start in the early afternoon or late morning, refueling at Maman with a classic French croissant accompanied by a latte. On a sunny day, you can sit outside to engage in some Paris-style people-watching or take a peek at the small garden in the back. Along the same street is Clic, a concept store selling French goods with contemporary photos lining the walls. Wine lovers will enjoy La Compagnie des Vins Surnaturels for its assortment of international wines, including many French labels.

The block is also home to a historic landmark – the old NYC Police headquarters. What’s particularly interesting about the building, which opened in 1909, is that it was modeled off Paris’ own city hall. Commemorate your visit with a photo by the area’s Little Paris sign.


BEST ROOFTOP VIBES

The Crown

Chic cocktail bar on Hotel 50 Bowery’s rooftop, with views of Lower Manhattan.

Jimmy

Popular rooftop bar with top-shelf drinks and fantastic views of the city skyline.

ART SoHo

A super-stylish lounge located at the Arlo Hotel.

Gilligan’s

Enjoy a drink at this sky-high greenery-infused venue with artistic public spaces.

Rooftop93

Casual lounge inside Chinatown’s Wyndham Garden Hotel.

Bar Hugo

Contemporary lounge with Hudson River views and a rotating menu of seasonal drinks.



Late-Night Fun in Chinatown

The fun begins after dark

Chinatown has a lot going on during the day, but the real fun begins once the sun goes down. Post-pandemic, the neighborhood still has some options for those looking for a nighttime adventure. The summer brings more outdoor options due to nice weather, but you can have a good time at any time of the year.

Things get going around 8pm, when the night crowd begins its descent and the warm-up rounds kick off. Start with dinner at Chinese Tuxedo for a modern spin on Chinese cooking, accompanied by fancy pre-party cocktails. Chinatown is also home to one of the last old-school arcades in the city. The Chinatown Fair Family Fun Center has been a Mott St staple since the 1940s, and it still attracts hordes of visitors looking to relive some childhood nostalgia with classic games. You can play all the games you want until midnight. If you’re still in the mood to party, you can keep going at popular nightclubs along Bowery that stay open until 4am.

Every summer, the neighborhood hosts its annual night market. It’s the only market of its kind in Manhattan (with the other being in Flushing). You can find a monthly schedule of neighborhood events during summer – including this market and the summer block parties – through Think!Chinatown nonprofit’s official website.

WHERE TO GRAB A DRINK IN CHINATOWN & SOHO

Mr Fong’s

Small bar serving Chinese-inspired cocktails, complete with its own jukebox.

Ear Inn

Billed as one of NYC’s oldest drinking establishments, this SoHo pub draws an eclectic crowd.

142 Sullivan Bar

This SoHo speakeasy is decked out in local art and has a cool vinyl selection.
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Catacombs, St Patrick’s Old Cathedral | jrtwynam/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


Lunch Break in Little Saigon

From pho to bánh mì

Within Chinatown, there’s another enclave housing a quiet Vietnamese community that has transformed the area into something that feels closer to their roots. Unofficially known as ‘Little Saigon,’ the intersection of Bowery and Grand Sts gives way to a clutch of eateries serving traditional Vietnamese fare. The closest subway station is Grand St for the B or D trains; it’s close enough to everything to make for an easy lunch-break side trip.

Being very residential, the area is crammed with grocery and convenience stores carrying Vietnamese signage – a great place to explore and experience the diversity of Asian cuisine in Chinatown. The stretch goes on for a couple of blocks, so you can go take a leisurely walk and stop for lunch at one of the many restaurants or pop into small bakeries and grab freshly made pork buns to eat on the go. With so much on offer, be sure to sample an array of Vietnamese staples, from pho noodle soup to bánh mì sandwiches.
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ULTIMATE CHINATOWN EATS

Ting Ting Zao (@tingsquaretings) is a content creator and storyteller living in Chinatown. Here are her top picks for dim sum and dumplings in Chinatown.

Royal Seafood

The ultimate dim sum experience, Royal Seafood provides an authentic taste of Cantonese teahouse – from table setup to the lady pushing carts to the cashier, everything here screams tradition.

Ping’s

Ping’s has a smaller and more intimate atmosphere with equally amazing food at a reasonable price. They also have a menu with pictures of each item, which is super beginner-friendly.



BEST LATE-NIGHT EATS IN CHINATOWN

Dim Sum Palace

This traditional restaurant that stays open until 4am on the weekends has some of the best late-night dim sum. $$

Yunnan Rice Noodle House

Reliable late-night haunt if you’re leaving the bar looking for some quality drunk food. $

Famous Sichuan

Small eatery serving traditional Chinese fare with a wide selection of entrees; it stays open until 2am. $$


Tour the Basilica Catacombs

A secret history

New York has its fair share of churches. Most people know about St Patrick’s Cathedral in Midtown, but there are other holy places with storied pasts. One of those happens to be in Nolita. Hidden amid the bustling streets lies a hauntingly beautiful secret – the catacombs of the Basilica of St Patrick’s Old Cathedral, built in 1815 in Gothic Revival style and once the seat of religious life for the Archdiocese of New York. Visit its catacombs to explore a place where history and spirituality converge for one of the neighborhood’s most unique experiences.

Visitors can pre-arrange a tour through the cathedral’s website to learn more about the basilica’s history and explore the catacombs. As you descend through the narrow stone staircase underneath the grand congregation space, you will traverse the passageways by candlelight deeper into the secret chambers that are the final resting place for early European immigrants in addition to bishops and other noteworthy New Yorkers from the era. The 90-minute tour grants access to otherwise off-limit areas within the labyrinth.


BEST PLACES TO EAT PIZZA

Rubirosa

A fine establishment luring a steady stream of patrons with its infallible family recipe for whisper-thin pie crust. $$

Prince Street Pizza

A famous hole-in-the-wall, standing-room-only joint where you’ll need to wait in line to grab a slice to eat on the go. $

Lombardi’s

A New York City institution that has been serving Italian-style brick-oven thin-crust pizza since 1905. $$



WHERE TO TRY VIETNAMESE FOOD IN CHINATOWN & SOHO

Saigon Vietnamese Sandwich Deli

Grab a traditional bánh mì sandwich while you’re on the go at this no-frills stop. $

Pho Grand

Small restaurant with a large pho noodle soup menu; there are plenty of options under $20. $$

Kitchen Cô Ut

Contemporary-style restaurant n Little Saigon serving up traditional Vietnamese fare. $






East Village & Lwr East Side
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THE COOLEST PLACE IN TOWN

These districts have everything we think of when we think about New York City – the history, the music, the theater, the fashion, the restaurants, the bars...and the most interesting people.
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Tenement Museum, Lower East Side | Brian Logan Photography/shutterstock ©

These neighborhoods are an integral part of NYC’s multicultural melting pot, home to successive waves of immigrant communities, remnants of which you can find in the narrow streets if you know where to look. But this is also where all the cool stuff happened. Here’s where the Beat Generation gravitated in the 1950s and the hippies came in the ‘60s; in the ‘70s CBGB kick-started the careers of punk and new-wave musicians like the Ramones (Joey Ramone Place; pictured), Blondie and Television.

The Velvet Underground was the house band at Andy Warhol’s Electric Circus extravaganza. In a nutshell, things got sketchy and it came to a head in the late 1980s with riots in Tompkins Square Park.

The neighborhoods continued to change, for better and for worse, but this remains Manhattan’s most eclectic, creative and funky place to be. New restaurants and bars seem to open on a weekly basis, but there are still plenty of old-school hangouts and spots that have been around for decades.

You can find no-frills dive bars and groundbreaking cocktail bars, get a tattoo or a fancy haircut, score vintage clothes or browse cutting-edge boutiques. During the day, the vibe is relaxed and mellow; at night, when the drinks are flowing, the mood turns excited and upbeat. Summer weekends are especially electric.

In terms of logistics and orientation, Houston St (pronounced ‘How-ston’) is the dividing line: East Village is above Houston and Lower East Side (LES) is below it.
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DON’T MISS

Tenement Museum

Excellent docent-led tours take you into the lives of people who lived here in times past.

Tompkins Square Park

Sort of a collective East Village living room (maybe with a few rats).

St Marks Place

A colorful kaleidoscope of restaurants, bubble tea cafes, smoke shops and other storefronts.

New Museum

The building and the exhibits are great talking points about contemporary art.

Orchard Street

An eclectic swathe of galleries, cafes, restaurants and shops.

Jewish history

Keep an eye out for synagogues as well as Jewish food. 
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 Alphabet City

2 St Mark’s Place

3 Tompkins Square Pk

SIGHTS

4 6BC Botanical Garden

5 6th St and Avenue B Garden

6 Brant Foundation

7  Le Petit Versailles

8  O’Flaherty’s

9 St George’s Ukrainian Catholic Church

10 The Cube

11 The Hole

12 Ukrainian Museum

ACTIVITIES

13 Russian and Turkish Baths

SLEEPING

14 Bowery Hotel

15 The Standard, East Village

EATING

16 7th Street Burger

17 886

18 Awash

19 B&H Dairy

20 Cafe Mogador

21 Caravan of Dreams

22 Casa Adela

23 Cha-An Tea House

24 CheLi

25 ChiKaLicious Dessert Bar

See 20 Crif Dogs

26 Dua Kafe

27 Fiaschetteria Pistoia

28 Hanoi House

29 Hasaki

30 Ho Foods

31 Il Posto Accanto

32 Kafana

33 Librae Bakery

34 Little Myanmar

35 Lucien

36 Marufuku

37 Momofuku Noodle Bar

38 Moxy

39 Nowon

40 Punjabi Deli

41 Rai Rai Rak Ken

42 Raku

43 Smør

44 Somtum Der

45 Soothr

46 Streetcha

47 Superiority Burger

48 Supper

49 Takahachi

See 8 Two Boots

50 Ukrainian East Village Restaurant

51 Veeray da Dhaba

See 50 Veselka

DRINKING/NIGHTLIFE

52 Abraço

53 C&B

54 Death & Co

55 International Bar

56 Library Bar

57 Ninth Street Espresso

58 Please Don’t Tell

59 Sake Bar Decibel

60 Superbueno

ENTERTAINMENT

61 Bowery Poetry Club

62 Club Cumming

63 La MaMa Experimental Theatre Club

64 Nublu

65 Nuyorican Poets Café

66 Public Theater

67  The Red Room at KGB

SHOPPING

68 9th Street Vintage

69 Cloak & Dagger

70 Cobblestones

71 Duo NYC

72 H Mart

73 Trash & Vaudeville




TOP TIP

For the Lower East Side, take the B/D train to Grand St or the F or J/M/Z to Delancey St-Essex St. The East Village (especially Alphabet City) is less well served by the subway – you can take the L to First or Third Aves, the 6 to Astor Pl or the F to Second Ave. Buses M14A and M14D are useful.




Tenement Museum

The lives they lived

Stand in one of the tenement apartments alongside eight or 10 fellow visitors on the popular tours at the Tenement Museum, and you’ll get a very real experience of what it was like living in these cramped quarters. Depending on which tour you choose, a docent will lead you through various rooms of the historically restored buildings and tell you the stories of people who actually lived here in the 19th and 20th centuries.

The ‘Tenement Women: 1902’ tour, for instance, will take you into the small three-room apartment (the bathroom would have either been in the hall or, before indoor plumbing, downstairs in the outhouses) where the Levine family lived and also ran a garment factory in the front room. Jennie Levine would have taken care of children and household chores as well as cooking for her husband’s several employees. Other tours explore the stories of immigrants from Germany, Puerto Rico, Italy and China, among other places, who lived here at various points.

Tours are the only way to experience the museum and they sell out daily, so it’s strongly recommended to book in advance. Also make sure to browse the museum shop for great NYC-themed gifts.


MORE LOWER EAST SIDE HISTORY

Combine your visit to the Tenement Museum with the Museum at Eldridge Street synagogue, and perhaps lunch at Russ & Daughters, for a full-on experience of Lower East Side history.




READ THE IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE

Take a deeper dive into the immigrant experience through fiction. Standout novels include Chang Rae Lee’s Native Speaker, about a Korean immigrant’s struggle to become what he thinks makes a ‘true American’; Colm Toibin’s Brooklyn, about a young Irish immigrant in Brooklyn in the mid 1900s; and How the García Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez, about a family uprooted from their home in the Dominican Republic and adjusting to life in 1960s New York.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 Dimes Square

2 Essex Market

3  Int Center of Photography Museum

4 Katz’s Delicatessen

5 Metrograph

6 Museum at Eldridge St

7 New Museum

8 Orchard Street

9  Tenement Museum

SIGHTS

10 Angel Orensanz Found

11 Kehila Kedosha Janina

12  Perrotin

13  Rachel Uffner

SLEEPING

14 Citizen M

15  Ludlow Hotel

EATING

16 Dirt Candy

17 Ivan Ramen

18 Kossar’s Bagels

19 Partybus Bakeshop

20 Russ & Daughters

21 Scarr’s Pizza

22 Supermoon Bakehouse

23 The Pickle Guys

24 Pizza Napoletana

25 Yonah Schimmel Knish Bkry

DRINKING/NIGHTLIFE

26 Back Room

27 Corner Bar

28 Double Chicken Please

29 Gem Wine

30 Parcelle

31 Parkside Lounge

32 Skin Contact

ENTERTAINMENT

33 34 Bowery Ballroom

35 Mercury Lounge

36 Pianos

37 Rockwood Music Hall

38 Slipper Room

SHOPPING

39 Aquelarre

40 Coming Soon

41 Economy Candy

42 Komune

43 Maryam Nassir Zadeh

44  Pilgrim

45 Sweet Pickle Books




Tompkins Square Park

Our outdoor living room

At the eastern end of St Marks Pl, Tompkins Square Park is the neighborhood’s all-purpose outdoor lounging destination and meeting place. Bordered by A and B Aves, and East 7th and East 10th Sts, the 10.5-acre park honors Daniel Tompkins, who served as governor of New York from 1807 to 1817 (and later as the nation’s vice president under James Monroe). Today the park is beloved by just about everyone: street musicians often take a corner of the path by the western playground, and everyone can be found relaxing on the benches or picnicking on the grassy lawn. Dog owners head to the dog run on the northeastern section, while skateboarders do tricks in the northwestern asphalt area.

The area wasn’t always a place for such clean fun, though. In the 1980s it was a dirty, needle-strewn, homeless encampment, pretty much unusable for the neighborhood folks who wanted a public park. A contentious turning point came in 1988 (and again in 1991), when police razed the band shell and evicted more than 100 squatters living in a tent city in the park. That first eviction turned violent – the Tompkins Square Riot, as it came to be known – and ushered in the first wave of gentrification, not to mention undercover narcotics agents trying to pass as druggie punk kids. These days the park is a friendly spot (though as with anywhere, use your common sense after dark). There are relatively clean public bathrooms at the north end.
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Tompkins Square Park | James Andrews1/shutterstock ©


EVENTS IN THE PARK

Happenings in the park throughout the year include the ever-popular Tompkins Square Halloween Dog Parade (usually the weekend before Halloween), with pets and owners in outrageously creative costumes. Look for the Charlie Parker Jazz Festival in August as well as various other summertime concerts (often loud, punk music). Every Sunday, year-round, there’s a green market at the southwestern corner.




The Cube

A spinning sculpture

The cement plaza at the junction where Astor Pl, Lafayette St, Cooper Sq and East 8th St converge is a popular meeting place, and known for the steel sculpture called ‘The Cube’ (officially Alamo) by artist Tony Rosenthal. It weighs over 1800lb but, as you might witness, if you get a few people to lean into it, the cube revolves (slowly) on its axis. It was stuck for a few years but got a restoration in the summer of 2023 and now spins again.
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Subway entrance, Astor Place | littlenySTOCK/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

St Marks Place

The pulse of the East Village

This three-block-long strip of 8th St, between Astor Pl and Tompkins Square Park is a thriving, colorful amalgam of souvenir shops and inexpensive global eats but it’s also overflowing with centuries of history. The bar at 2 St Marks Pl was once the famous Five-Spot, where jazz fiend Thelonious Monk got his start in the 1950s. The Last of the Mohicans author James Fenimore Cooper lived at number 6. Look up at the buildings at 96 and 98 St Marks Pl and you might recognize them from the cover of Led Zepellin’s Physical Graffiti album.

Astor Place

A neighborhood nexus

With its pedestrian plazas and small park, Astor Pl is a popular neighborhood meeting point. There are sometimes performances and live music in the triangle, as well as a seasonal green market. Check out the northbound entrance to the Astor Pl subway: it’s a re-creation of one of the original cast-iron IRT entrance kiosks. The short street was named after fur trader John Jacob Astor, the city’s first millionaire, and was once the home of the Astor Opera House. The notorious Astor Place riots happened here in 1849 over a production of Shakespeare’s Macbeth, essentially pitting working-class Americans and Irish immigrants against the British elites, after English actor William Macready had been chosen to play Macbeth rather than the well-known American actor Edwin Forrest.


International Center of Photography

Visual media with an impact

ICP was founded in 1974 by Cornell Capa, the younger brother of Robert Capa. The intent was to keep the public aware of the kind of humanitarian and political documentary work that Robert Capa and his colleagues had mastered and that contemporary photographers continue to create. Keeping this work in the public eye helps to educate and change the world. The museum has had several homes in Manhattan over the years; the current multi-level space functions as a museum with rotating exhibits, as well as educational space with classrooms, darkrooms and shooting studios.
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New Museum | JJFarq/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

New Museum

Edgy art in a unique space

The New Museum’s mission statement, like its name, is pretty straightforward: ‘New art, new ideas.’ Come here to see both emerging and established contemporary artists who are doing unique work in various mediums. The museum was founded in 1977 by Marcia Tucker, a former curator at the Whitney Museum of American Art, with the idea to help emerging artists gain a foothold in the art scene. She had a great eye: Keith Haring, Jeff Koons, Joan Jonas, Mary Kelly and Andres Serrano all exhibited here at the beginning of their careers.

The museum has occupied five different locations over the years but the current seven-story building, which opened in 2007, has been a talking point in itself: designed by Tokyo-based architects Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa, it looks like a series of building blocks balanced one above the other. An expansion is happening next door, with a new building that will complement the existing structure and add exhibition space and a restaurant. The proposed opening date is the end of 2024.


Museum at Eldridge Street

A slice of LES Jewish history

This landmark house of worship opened in 1887 and was the center of Jewish life for decades. The airy, high-ceilinged sanctuary must have felt like a reprieve for the neighborhood residents, who spent most of their days in the close confines of their tenement homes. In the late 1920s the congregation declined in numbers and the main sanctuary was closed off and services were relocated to the basement.

The badly deteriorated synagogue was restored in a 20-year-long, $20-million restoration that was completed in 2006, and it now shines with its original, quite spectacular, splendor. In 2010 a stunning stained-glass rose window by artist Kiki Smith and architect Deborah Gans was added.

Docent-led tours give great insight into the architecture of the building and the neighborhood, though you can also go on a self-guided tour. There are temporary exhibits and artifacts about the history of Jewish life on the Lower East Side, as well as special events and seminars.
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Museum at Eldridge Street | Geza Kurka_Hungary/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Katz’s Delicatessen

The most famous sandwich in town

Eating a pastrami sandwich on rye bread is one of those quintessential NYC experiences, and Katz’s is THE place to do it. This kosher-style deli has all the trappings: neon signs out front, table seating, gruff but kind-hearted staff, and usually a line out the door. For the full experience, get a ticket when you walk in and proceed to the various counters to order your meal. Hold onto that ticket because you’ll use it to pay after you eat. You might be surprised by the prices, but the sandwiches are huge and best shared along with fries and a pickle. The hot dogs are great, too.


The Gaudi of the East Village

Mosaic memories

Keep your eye out when wandering the East Village and you’ll inevitably come across colorful mosaics on lampposts, stoops, planters and sidewalks. Made with pieces of old dishes, tiles, mirrors and other found materials, they’re the work of Jim Power (aka ‘the Mosaic Man’), a long-time East Village resident. Many of the works commemorate events, people or landmarks, from the FDNY to Bill Clinton to Bob Hope and the former Fillmore East building. Probably the largest concentration of these artworks is along 8th St, between Broadway and Avenue A, and along St Marks Pl. Powers estimated that he created about 80 mosaics but many were removed during Mayor Giuliani’s antigraffiti task force in the 1990s.


MORE STREET ART

Is it graffitti or is it art? Seek out Hammer Boy, the only surviving piece from Banksy’s sensational 2013 New York City residency



Alphabet City

East Village A, B, Cs

Head east of First Ave in the East Village and you’ll be in Alphabet City, so named because the avenues, instead of having numbers, are lettered: Avenue A, Avenue B, Avenue C and Avenue D, the farthest east you can get before the East River. This is where you can still get a feel for the Puerto Rican heritage – Avenue C is also known as Loisaida Ave, the Spanglish pronunciation of ‘Lower East Side.’ It used to be that the farther east you went, the grungier it got, though these days Avenues B and C have plenty of cool bars and restaurants.

John V Lindsay East River Park

Waterfront park in flux

The strip of waterside land bordering the East River and the highway known as Franklin Delano Roosevelt (FDR) Dr has a storied history as one of Robert Moses’ urban development projects. He envisioned parkland to serve the densely populated urban area, in place of the industrial wasteland of slaughterhouses, factories, power stations and railroad yards, and it came into being in the late 1930s. The swathe of land went through several periods of renovations and became a lovely landscaped greenway with ball fields and shady paths. In 2001 it was renamed to honor John V Lindsay, the city’s 103rd mayor.

There are several pedestrian bridges east of Avenue D that provide access but the park is undergoing yet another redevelopment – this time as the East Side Coastal Resiliency Project, a plan to protect the East Village and the Lower East Side from coastal flooding. Parts of the park remain open during construction, which isn’t expected to be completed until at least late 2024.


Dimes Square

A new micro-hood?

Is Dimes Sq the hippest new micro-hood in NYC? Does it even exist? A spate of media coverage has debated whether this small corner of the Lower East Side around Division and Canal Sts is a publicity joke or a real thing, but isn’t that how trends work? Talking about it has brought it into being. What we know for sure is that Dimes restaurant was an immediate hot spot for the cool downtown kids when it opened back in 2013, and we’re still happy to hang out there if we can get a table. These days there’s also Dimes Market and Dimes Deli, as well as plenty of other fashionable bars and restaurants – plus the chic new Nine Orchard Hotel. Sure, Dimes Sq might have manifested itself into being from a wisp of media zeitgeist but it’s cool, just like the rest of the Lower East Side.
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Dimes Deli | Robert K. Chin - Storefronts/Alamy Stock Photo ©

Metrograph

Indie movie mecca

If you’re a cinephile or just like to see movies in the theater, you’ll want to check the schedule at this independent movie house for a wonderfully eclectic mix of premieres, classic oldies and rare archival films, as well as interviews with directors and other filmmakers. The digital projectors are state-of-the-art and the whole vibe is inspired by the great American movie theaters of the 1920s. The on-site Commissary is the perfect stop for cocktails and food before or after the show, and there’s also a snack stand selling upscale candy and chocolate.
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Metrograph | By Shane Fleming - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0 https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=129303457 ©


Essex Market

A historic market, modernized

Street vendors have come together at what’s known as the Essex Market since 1818, though in several locations. The most recent incarnation is a wide-ranging representation of the neighborhood with stalls selling everything from cheese, groceries, spices and Dominican food to ceviche, rice balls and more. Legendary lunch counter Shopsin’s serves its eclectic menu of inventive diner fare in a tiny sit-down space. Downstairs, the Market Line food court has outposts of local institutions like Veselka, as well as pizza, ramen, pho, sushi and more.

[image: jpg]

Essex Market | Alena Veasey/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Orchard Street

From pushcarts to chic boutiques

Way back in the early 1700s, there was actually an orchard on Orchard St, but since the late 1800s this has been the main shopping street on the Lower East Side, when the tenement buildings were filled with garment workers, vendors sold eyeglasses and other goods from pushcarts and the storefronts were mainly textile-oriented. In the mid- to late 1900s, the strip became discount shopping central. Nowadays, Orchard St is the hippest part of the neighborhood, especially the stretch between Delancey and Canal Sts, which is lined with indie boutiques, happening restaurants like Scarr’s Pizza and upstart art galleries. Wander around, though, and you’ll find a few remaining discount luggage stores, and old-school Orchard Corsets which are still catering to Hasidic Jews and hip fashionistas.
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Scarr’s Pizza, Orchard Street | Robert K. Chin - Storefronts/Alamy Stock Photo ©
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NIGHTLIFE SPOTS

Writer, historian and popular bon vivant Tony Perrottet (@tonyperrottet) hosts lively salons in KGB’s Red Room featuring writers, belly dancers and opera singers. These are some of his favorite spots in the East Village and Lower East Side:

Slipper Room

A burlesque institution with with a beautiful hand-built stage and a 1970s lounge-lizard atmosphere.

Back Room

One of NYC’s original speakeasies from Prohibition. There’s a hidden entrance at 102 Norfolk St.

KGB

This multi-level bohemian venue has seen all manner of performers and poets since it opened in the 1950s. The Kraine Theater, KGB Bar and the Red Room all have their own lineups of readings, performers and other events.




Appreciate the Art Scene

Edgy galleries and museums

When it comes to the art scene, Chelsea is known as the neighborhood for well-established galleries and artists, and the Lower East Side and East Village are where to find the up-and-coming and avant-garde. Post-pandemic especially, it seems like every other storefront has turned into an art gallery, showing work of various quality. Browsing the galleries along Orchard, Eldridge and Suffolk Sts (and elsewhere) is fun, free entertainment, especially on the third Thursday of the month when many galleries stay open into the evening to celebrate openings (downtowngallerymap.com has extensive listings). Stop by The Hole and, if it’s open, O’Flaherty’s, one of the zaniest new galleries to launch in a while. One recent exhibit/performance was a cafe serving drinks and comfort food. The press release stated ‘We were told we could never get this restaurant legal. We can’t, but it doesn’t matter.’

There are also some established institutions around here, like the New Museum and the International Center of Photography, and the Manhattan branch of the Brant Foundation, essentially a showroom for works from the collection (think Warhols and pieces by Jean-Michel Basquiat) of billionaire publishing magnate Peter Brant.
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Kehila Kedosha Janina synagogue | yuriyt/SHUTTTERSTOCK ©

FAVORITE ART GALLERIES

Perrotin

Intriguingly edgy installations by international rising stars are the usual fare.

Rachel Uffner

Multi-level, midsize gallery known for championing female and gender non-conforming artists.

Lubov

Small space, big statements.

Get to Know LES Jewish History

Community, religion and, of course, food

If you know where to look, you can still see the vestiges of what was once the largest Jewish community in the US. In the 19th and 20th centuries, about 2 million Jews had left Europe for the US in response to pogroms and anti-Jewish sentiment – and about 75% of them ended up in NYC, the majority in the tenements of the Lower East Side. By 1920, there were roughly 400,000 Jewish residents here, living in tight quarters, many working in airless garment factories or bringing work into their already cramped homes, buying or selling goods from pushcarts on the streets. Visit the Tenement Museum for tours of tenement apartments and fascinating stories of the immigrants, Jewish and other, who lived there.

The huge Jewish community of the Lower East Side made use of more than 300 ‘prayer spaces.’ Some were dedicated buildings, others prayer rooms. There are still a number of synagogues sprinkled around the neighborhood, some still used for prayer and others not. The Museum of Eldridge Street was the first purpose-built synagogue in the US built by Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe. It currently doesn’t have a worshipping congregation, but you can appreciate the architecture and browse exhibits that tell the story of immigrant Jewish life. Other synagogues in the neighborhood include the Bialystoker Synagogue and the Kehila Kedosha Janina, a Romaniote synagogue. Walk by the Angel Orensanz Foundation on Norfolk St – it’s now an art and performance space but was built as a synagogue and the exterior is impressive (the interior as well, if you’re attending an event there).

Of course, one of the best ways to appreciate Jewish culture is with food. Katz’s Delicatessen, Russ & Daughters Appetizers, Yonah Schimmel Knish Bakery and Kossar’s Bagels & Bialys are a few spots to try. You’ll notice that there are usually pickles on the menu – pickled vegetables were a dietary staple back in Russia and Eastern Europe and the Jews settling in the neighborhood brought the tradition with them. It’s believed that at one point there were 80 pickle vendors along ‘Pickle Alley’ but there’s just one left now: The Pickle Guys on Grand St. They have barrels of all manner of pickled vegetables and even a selection of pickled fruit – the perfect snack.


BEST JEWISH FOOD

Yonah Schimmel Knish Bakery

On Houston St since 1910. Our favorite knish is traditional, with potato. $

Katz’s Delicatessen

A kosher-style deli famed for giant pastrami and corned beef sandwiches. $$

Russ & Daughters Appetizers

On Houston St since 1920, specializing in smoked fish and bagel sandwiches. Their cafe on Orchard St is a sit-down space, with cocktails. $$

B&H Dairy

One of NYC’s last kosher dairy lunch counters, opened in 1938. Great soup. $



BEST VEGETARIAN RESTAURANTS

Dirt Candy

Creative and delicious tasting menus will dazzle your tastebuds, with or without wine pairings. $$$

Superiority Burger

Veg restaurant with a devoted following. The burger is justly famous and the desserts are delicious. $

Caravan of Dreams

Old-school spot with funky ambience serving organic, vegetarian dishes, plus cocktails. $$


COMMUNITY GARDENS

As the story goes, back in the 1970s a movement called the Green Gorillas got started with the intent to beautify parts of the city that were suffering from urban decay. Members would toss flower seeds over fences, into empty lots, and plant sunflower seeds in the street meridians. These days, the NYC Parks Department has GreenThumb urban gardens all over the five boroughs, but the East Village has some favorites and most have some public open hours between April 1 and October 31. The 6BC Botanical Garden has well-manicured paths and a treehouse, the 6th St and Avenue B Garden has a stage for community theater, while tiny Le Petit Versaille (on 2nd St) has events and performances.



Exploring Ukrainian Village

Stand with Ukraine

Walking around the East Village and Lower East Side these days, it can be difficult to make out the individual elements that make up the melting pot of cultures here. There really does seem to be a little bit of every possible thing. When Russia invaded Ukraine in early 2022, though, a brighter light was shone on Ukrainian communities around the world, including the East Village’s long-standing Little Ukraine. At the turn of the 20th century, when Jewish immigrants were flooding the Lower East Side, roughly half a million Ukrainian people were moving to the US, many to the area in New York City roughly bordered by Third Ave and Avenue A, between Houston and 14th Sts – the East Village. In 1955, there were about 60,000 Ukrainian Americans living in these few blocks. The Ukrainian restaurant Veselka (at Second Ave and 9th St) is right about at the center of that area, though back then, the heart of the community for many was St George’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, currently at 7th St and Taras Shevchenko Pl – the latter is named after the famous Ukrainian writer, painter and political activist. In mid-May, the church sponsors the annual Ukrainian Festival, with Ukrainian liturgies, indoor and outdoor music and dance performances, plus lots of food for sale.

To explore Ukrainian art and culture, visit the nearby Ukrainian Museum, where the thoughtful rotating exhibits usually showcase contemporary art as well cultural material from the archives.
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Veselka, Ukranian Village | Brian Logan Photography/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


WHERE TO HAVE UKRAINIAN FOOD

Veselka

Neighborhood institution with an extensive menu, serving food from breakfast until late at night. $$

Ukrainian East Village Restaurant

Serveing all the classics: kielbasa, stuffed cabbage, borscht, pierogi. $

Streetcha

Super-casual basement cafe with a small menu of Ukrainian specialties, including varenyky (dumplings). $

Global Eats in the East Village

Taste diverse cuisines

The sheer diversity of restaurants and cuisines in the East Village is (appropriately) jaw-dropping and, for Manhattan, the prices are relatively reasonable. You can tour the world through food around here, not surprisingly given how many people have ended up in this relatively affordable neighborhood in the greatest city in the world. Innovative new spots are constantly popping up around the corner from places that have stood here for decades – the hardest thing to do is choose what you’re in the mood for.

Nowon is a favorite for hip American-Korean ‘drinking food’ ie food to eat while drinking (the Legendary Burger, with Kimchi Special Sauce, pickles and cheese is a must), and some people say the northern-style pho at Hanoi House is better than what you’ll find in Vietnam. There’s outstanding Indian food at Veeray da Dhaba, beef noodle soup at hip 886 or tiny Ho Foods, and elevated Chinese dishes in soothing surrounds at CheLi. Of course, you can’t throw a noodle without hitting great Italian, whether it’s at Supper, Fiaschetteria Pistoia or Il Posto Accanto. If you like spicy Thai food, go to Soothr (pronounced ‘sood’) or Somtum Der. Nibble on Nordic delicacies at Smør or try tea-leaf salad and other Burmese specialties at tiny Little Myanmar. There are meaty Serbian specialties at Kafana, and stews and flaky byrek at the low-key Albanian Dua Kafe.

Meanwhile, Cafe Mogador has been turning out Moroccan favorites since 1983, Takahachi has been a stalwart for sushi and Japanese noodles since 1991, Awash has been serving Ethiopian stews and injeras since 1994, and Lucien has been showcasing French bistro fare since 1998. Over on Avenue C, Casa Adela has been serving Puerto Rican–style beans and rice and rotisserie chicken since 1973.

For quick, cheap eats, stop into Crif Dogs for innovative hot dogs and Tater Tots, join the line for take-out burgers at 7th Street Burger, or follow the cab drivers to Punjabi Deli for filling and delectable vegetarian fare.

If dessert’s your thing, there are many mouthwatering choices, but consider ChikaLicious Dessert Bar for a whole tasting menu of just sweets.
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FAVORITE PIZZA SLICES & PIES

Una Pizza Napoletana

Anthony Mangieri’s wood-fired pizzas are some of the best in the US. The Neapolitan-style pies are soupy in the center and bready at the edges. $$

Scarr’s Pizza

A retro slice shop up front and a hip sit-down spot for pizza, cocktails and natural wine in the back. Legendary. $

Two Boots

Innovative pies at this slice shop include the spicy, Creole-inspired Bayou Beast and the Tony Clifton vegetarian. $



WHERE TO EAT RAMEN

Momofuku Noodle Bar

The restaurant that launched the career of chef Dave Chang, known for ramen, pork belly buns and soft serve. $$

Marufuku

California ramen shop with rich, Hakata-style ramen. The spicy tantan ramen with chicken is a favorite. $$

Ivan Ramen

At chef Ivan Orkin’s place on the LES, you can try his famed Shio ramen or a brothless ramen called mazemen. $$


THE EAST VILLAGE’S LITTLE TOKYO

Looking for a taste of Japan? Head to the tight cluster of blocks around 9th and 10th Sts, between Second and Third Aves. The tiny area has evolved over the past 30-odd years into a mini Tokyo.

Sake Bar Decibel is a fan favorite for its cool underground (figuratively and metaphorically) vibe, extensive sake list and izakaya snacks. Stop in to Cha-An Tea House for desserts, Raku for udon, Hasaki for sushi, or Rai Rai Rak Ken for home-style Japanese curry. Stroll the aisles of H Mart for your favorite snacks (and some prepared food).



A Night Out in the East Village & LES

Music, movies, mayhem and more

To really experience the best that the East Village and Lower East Side have to offer, plan for a night out. This can mean just about anything and everything that might be your idea of a good time: music, movies or general mayhem.

CBGB may have been turned into a John Varvatos store but if live music is your thing, there are options aplenty. Headliners from around the world perform at established venues like the Bowery Ballroom and the Mercury Lounge, but there are lots of smaller venues where you can stop in without having to buy tickets months in advance. The Rockwood Music Hall has three stages with multiple shows per night, while Nublu has a roster of avant-garde ensembles and jazz.

While downtown can seem like another planet from Midtown and Broadway, there are a number of groundbreaking theater venues around here, including the legendary La MaMa Experimental Theatre Club and the Public Theater (which also presents Shakespeare in the Park uptown). There’s performing arts like poetry slams at the Nuyorican Poets Cafe (closed for renovations at the time of writing) and the Bowery Poetry Club. Metrograph has a calendar of new, rare and rediscovered films that can provide endless hours of entertainment (especially good for when the weather’s bad).

For late-night alternative fun, like burlesque and drag shows, check out the Slipper Room, Club Cumming and The Red Room at KGB. Bookend your night with dinner and drinks.

WHERE TO GO FOR LIVE MUSIC

Bowery Ballroom

Audiences and performers adore this venue for its intimate feel, great sound system and awesome downstairs bar.

Pianos

Every night is a party at this multi-level place with live indie music and DJs, where the crowd skews young.

Rockwood Music Hall

There’s live music daily on several stages. Stage 1 has free shows (tip the band and staff), Stage 2 are ticketed.

Refresh Your Wardrobe

New and ‘pre-loved’ shopping

Wonderful indie boutiques selling new and vintage clothes and accessories are scattered all over the East Village and Lower East Side, so if you’re looking for something to liven up your look, you’re in the right place. Just know that ‘previously owned’ doesn’t mean it’s going to be inexpensive.

A good place to start, if you’re in the East Village, is along 9th St. Cobblestones and 9th Street Vintage are crammed full of finds from yesteryear, while Duo NYC has a more refined, well-chosen aesthetic. Cloak & Dagger has both new and vintage duds. Stroll the side streets south of 9th St for more finds. Trash & Vaudeville on 7th St has long been the place to go to punk out your wardrobe.

Down on the Lower East SIde, head to Orchard St and wander from there. Pilgrim specializes in vintage pieces from high-end designers like Prada, Gucci and Armani. Komune features out-there clothing by avant-garde makers. Aquelarre has lots of pretty, flirty clothes. Ludlow St is also a good place to browse.

Dive Bars & Cocktail Dens

Have a drink, or several

Hanging out in the East Village and Lower East Side is in many ways more about experiencing the neighborhood than visiting the sites. It’s a vibe, and you’ll really get a good feel for the area if you check out some bars. The sheer quantity of drinking establishments here could make you dizzy, but maybe that depends on your alcohol tolerance. We’d suggest making a few stops: maybe start fancy and end up lowbrow; have cocktails first then check out a wine bar; maybe do a dive-bar crawl. Make a night of it, or an afternoon – many bars are open in the daytime, especially on the weekends but often during the week, too. There are plenty of drink specials and happy-hour menus; some of our favorite bars have a midnight happy hour as well as an early evening one. The Corner Bar has happy-hour specials from 2:30pm to 5:30pm Monday to Friday.

The East Village is home to some of the original cutting-edge cocktail destinations, like Death & Co where classy bartenders have been mixing bespoke drinks with exotic liquors, fresh juices and artisanal garnishes since they opened on New Year’s Eve 2006. They don’t take reservations, though, so line up before they open to better your chances of getting in. PDT (short for Please Don’t Tell) is still here, too; it opened in 2007 and made a name for itself combining speakeasy-style digs with creative concoctions. Make a reservation, then enter the bar through the telephone booth inside Crif Dogs. There are plenty of new and fabulous cocktail bars around here, too – it’s hard to keep track of them all. If it’s any indication of how hot this neighborhood continues to be, though, the LES’s Double Chicken Please was named 2023’s Best Bar in the US by the World’s 50 Best organization. If laid-back drinks are more your vibe, you’ll have no problem finding chill bars that feel as lived in as a college-dorm living room and serve inexpensive drinks. These unpretentious spots, aka ‘the local dive,’ are where neighborhood patrons pass the time, drinking budget-friendly beer and straight-forward cocktails. One reason for the proliferation of these places is because NYC apartments are so small that it’s harder to have people over to your place.

More interested in drinking small-batch, boundary-pushing wines? The best wine bars, unsurprisingly, also serve food, so they tend to be hard to get into. You might have more luck at places like Parcelle, Skin Contact or Gem Wine if you go early, before the dinner crowd, and then move on.

However you spend your night, ward off a hangover by remembering to hydrate (with water or nonalcoholic beverages) and trying not to drink on an empty stomach. Most cocktail bars also serve snacks – some are known for food as well as drinks. Divier spots tend not to serve food but if there’s no food menu, you can usually bring your own from somewhere else. If alcohol just isn’t your thing, you don’t need to miss out on the experience. Most of the fancy cocktail spots these days include a few creative nonalcoholic options. Mexican-influenced Superbueno has an alcohol-free Mole Negroni and the vegetable-forward Mama Mellow on their cocktail menu. It’s also perfectly acceptable to order a soda at a divier spot.
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UNIQUE SHOPS

Sweet Pickle Books

You can’t beat the combo of used books and homemade pickles, plus cute merch.

Coming Soon

The selection of home goods here is fabulously weird and unique. Hello, corncob-shaped side table!

Maryam Nassir Zadeh

Chic shop stocked with cutting-edge fashions by Zadeh and designers so cool we haven’t heard of them yet.

Economy Candy

Choose from childhood favorites and specialty chocolate bars, or buy candy by the pound, the color or the occasion at this sweet emporium.




WHERE TO GET COFFEE

C&B

This spot named for Coffee and Breakfast does both extremely well, especially the egg sandwiches. $

Abraço

High-quality espresso drinks and a small selection of baked goods (though no alternative milk options). $

Ninth Street Espresso

The original shop is still on 9th St; a few pastries are available in the morning but the focus is on coffee. $



RUSSIAN & TURKISH BATHS

This slightly cramped downtown spa has been drawing an eclectic mix since 1892. These days it’s a mix of actors, students, couples, singles, Russian regulars and old-school locals. Everyone strips down to their skivvies or bathing suits (robes, towels and cotton shorts are provided) and moves between steam rooms, saunas, an ice-cold plunge pool, the sun deck and the restaurant. Most hours are coed (clothing required), but there are blocks of men- and women-only hours (clothing optional). Massages, scrubs and Russian oak-leaf treatments are available too. The cafe serves specials like Polish sausage and blinis. Check the website for more info on operating hours and the calendar.



FAVORITE DIVE BARS

Parkside Lounge

Old-school dive bar, but add live music and the occasional trivia night.

Library Bar

Sounds fancy? It’s definitely not, but locals love the slightly grungy space and affordable drinks.

International Bar

Quintessential dive bar that’s been around (in various locations) since the 1970s.


STAYING IN THE EAST VILLAGE & THE LES

Even the ‘lower budget’ chains around here aren’t exactly inexpensive, but the Citizen M and the Moxy are cool without usually breaking the bank and both make the most of the neighborhood vibe. The former has an art-filled stairwell that pays homage to the city’s street art, while the latter has an all-season rooftop bar, sort of like an elevated community garden. Other noteworthy options, if your wallet allows it, are the Bowery Hotel, which oozes charm, and the Ludlow Hotel with its destination-worthy lobby for hanging out. The Standard, East Village is always a scene – literally from top (with penthouse yoga and events) to bottom (with seasonal pop-ups by the streetside cafe).




BEST BAKED GOODS

Librae Bakery

A combination of Middle Eastern ingredients and Danish baking techniques results in fabulous flavors. $

Supermoon Bakehouse

Decadent creations; flavors change weekly. The cruffin is much more than the sum of its parts (croissant and muffin). $

Partybus Bakeshop

Great name, even better baked goods – especially the cookies and deep, rich brownies. $






West Village, Chelsea & Meatpacking District
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A BOHEMIAN SPIRIT LIVES ON

Yes, it really is as pretty as it looks in the movies. Perhaps New York City’s most filmed neighborhood, the West Village brims with trees, cobblestone streets, brownstones and fascinating people.
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High Line | Francois Roux/shutterstock ©

And though it’s now one of the most expensive neighborhoods in the city (and the world), it’s not hard to discover a rich history and traces of a grittier past among all the charm.

Once a hunting ground for the Lenape and fields for Dutch farmers, these blocks later sprouted brick townhouses for working-class immigrants drawn to jobs by the bustling docks and small factories nearby. By the turn of the 20th century, the neighborhood had become famous for its bohemian vibe, as artists, activists and free thinkers from around the world settled here to unfurl their creativity.

As an outgrowth of this spirit, the Village also became a hub for LGBTIQ+ people. A 1969 riot at the Stonewall Inn kicked off the worldwide campaign for LBGTIQ+ civil rights, while the community organized to react to the AIDS crisis at sites like The Center. The adjacent area, known as the Meatpacking District, stayed grimy through most of the 20th century, with trucks and trains exchanging perishable goods at its warehouses and food-service suppliers by day – and other commerce taking place after dark.

Today, wholesale butchers, S&M clubs and sex workers have given way to one of the city’s ritziest shopping and nightlife zones, anchored by the remarkable High Line. Farther north, Chelsea offers an inviting mix of art galleries, leafy brownstone-lined blocks, destination marketplaces and high-tech offices.

It also has the one-of-a-kind Hotel Chelsea, which seemingly every artist in the 20th century called home at one point. If only those walls could talk.


DON’T MISS

washington square park

Savor Greenwich Village’s town square. A treat for all comers.

high line

A stroll up this promenade provides a visual history of the Meatpacking District and Chelsea.

LGBTIQ+ culture

Feel history at the Stonewall, then join the party at Sheridan Sq and Christopher St Pier.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 Jefferson Mkt Library

2 The High Line

3 Washington Sq Park

4 Whitney Museum

SIGHTS

5 105 Bank St (John Lennon & Yoko Ono)

6 112 Waverly Pl (Lorraine Hansberry)

7 14 W 10th (Mark Twain)

8 161 W 4th St (Bob Dylan)

9 18 W 11th (Weather Underground)

10 73 Perry St (Norman Mailer)

11 74 Charles St (Woody Guthrie)

12 75 1/2 Bedford St

13 81 Horatio St (James Baldwin)

14 92 Grove St

15 Bleecker Playground

16 Bust of Sylvette

17 Cosby Show

18 Day’s End

19 ‘Friends’ building

20 Gansevoort Peninsula

21 Jane Jacobs Way

22 NYC AIDS Memorial Park at St. Vincent’s Triangle

23 Pier 45 Hudson River

24 Pier 51 at Hudson River

25 Sex and the City house

26 Sheridan Square

27 Stonewall Monument

28 The New School

29 Westbeth Artists Housing

ACTIVITIES

30 Greenwich House Pottery

31 HB Studio

32 Joffrey Ballet School

EATING

33 Aux Merveilleux de Fred

34 Brunetti Pizza West Village

35 Bus Stop Cafe

36 Corner Bistro

37 Cowgirl

38 Elephant & Castle

39 Faicco’s Italian Specialties

40 Hector’s Cafe & Diner


41 James Beard Foundation

42 Joe’s Pizza

43 John’s of Bleecker Street

44 La Bonbonniere

45 Magnolia Bakery

46 Milk Bar

47 Minetta Tavern

48 Ottomanelli & Sons Meat Market

49 Pasticceria Rocco

50 Tartine

51 Washington Square Diner

DRINKING/NIGHTLIFE

52 Bar Pisellino

53 Bonsignour

54 Cubbyhole

55 Dante West Village

56 Employees Only

57 Henrietta Hudson

58 Joe Coffee Company

59 Julius’

60 Knickerbocker

61 Pastis

62 Pieces

63 Stonewall Inn

64 The Bitter End

65 Waverly Inn

66 White Horse Tavern

ENTERTAINMENT

67 Blue Note

68 Cafe Wha?

69 Cherry Lane Theatre

70 Christopher St Pier

71 Greenwich House Theater

72 IRT Theater

73 Lucille Lortel Theatre

74 Marie’s Crisis Cafe

75 Rattlestick Theater

76 Smalls Jazz Club

77 Village Vanguard

SHOPPING

78 Beacon’s Closet

79 Bureau of General Services—Queer Division

80 Gansevoort Market Meat Center

81 Generation Records

82 Housing Works Thrift Shops - West Villag

83 Murray’s Cheese

84 Pink Pussycat Boutique

85 Pleasure Chest Record Runner

86 St Luke’s Thrift Shop

87 Three Lives & Co





TOP TIP

Don’t be afraid to get lost. A legacy of the West Village’s village-ness is its perplexing street layout, which features super-short byways intersecting thoroughfares that (irregularly) meet up with the city’s numbered-street grid. Even lifelong New Yorkers struggle to stay oriented in these parts – and that’s part of the area’s magic.




Rubin Museum of Art

The art of the Himalayas

In a Chelsea building that once housed a designer department store, contemplation awaits. This museum houses a world-class collection of art from the Himalayas – the only such institution in the Western world. Stunning textiles, fierce sculptures, ritual objects and more from Bhutan and beyond reveal the mastery of Buddhist artists from the 3rd to the 19th century. A visit here offers an informative and simply beautiful way to encounter cultures from the other side of the world.
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Rubin Museum of Art | Ritu Manoj Jethani/shutterstock ©

Joyce Theater

All dance, all year long

What’s on the program at this 472-seat house? Just dance. Since 1982, the intimate venue (once a pornographic movie cinema) has welcomed small- and medium-sized troupes for short engagements throughout the year, in addition to mounting its own dance productions. Well-known companies that perform regularly at the Joyce range from the modernists of the Martha Graham Dance Company to the wildly physical Pilobolus troupe to the gender-bending (and utterly hilarious) divas of the Ballets Trockadero de Monte Carlo.
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Jefferson Market Library

From criminal justice to community hub

It’s hard to believe that the glorious Jefferson Market Library was once slated for demolition. Frederick Clarke Withers (business partner of Calvert Vaux, who created the landmark buildings and bridges in Central Park; pTK) designed the 19th-century building in high neo-Gothic style, complete with cathedral-like roofs, medieval-looking turrets and a soaring spire. Until 1945, the building served as a courthouse; community organizing saved it from the wrecking ball, with a library branch opening in 1961 – an important milestone in the historic-preservation movement. On the site of an adjacent prison for women – a concrete behemoth that stood until 1917 – is now one of the city’s most beguiling gardens.


Hotel Chelsea

A dorm for famous artists

Opened in 1884, this enormous building on W 23rd St is the height of the Queen Anne style, all red brick and wrought-iron balconies. Yet it’s not the architecture that makes this site fascinating, even iconic. It’s the roster of former occupants.

By the mid-20th century, the once tony residence had become shabby – yet still attracted its originally intended occupants: artists. (Indeed, management was known to accept artworks in lieu of cash rent.) The list of notable creative types who resided behind its giant neon sign simply astonishes: Jackson Pollock, Dylan Thomas, Bob Dylan, Robert Mapplethorpe, Jimi Hendrix…Leonard Cohen and Janis Joplin had an affair there, commemorated in the former’s ‘Chelsea Hotel #2’. The girlfriend of resident Sid Vicious was found stabbed in their room in 1978. Madonna posed for photographs for her scandalous 1992 book Sex in Room 822. Arthur C. Clarke collaborated with Stanley Kubrick on the 1968 novel and screenplay 2001: A Space Odyssey here.

After years of bitter litigation, new owners had relocated most residents when the property reopened as a hotel for guests in 2022 (with rooms at $400 and up per night). And even though the new vibe is one of understated luxury, it’s hard not to feel the presence of the free spirits who once roamed the halls here – not least thanks to the art that once again hangs on every wall. At the retro-upscale El Quixote restaurant or in the Lobby Bar, raise a glass to New York’s bohemian past.
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LIFE AT HOTEL CHELSEA

Artist Steve Wills (TheSteveWills.com) has lived at the hotel since 1994. The new owners added an outdoor space in the back part of the lobby bar – a really nice place to sit. The art is back in the halls. There’s a woman on a swing, hanging in the lobby, a sculpture: that’s my favorite. I’m in Janis Joplin’s old apartment, on the 4th floor, right by the sign. I think that this is the room that Leonard Cohen is singing about in that song [Chelsea Hotel #2]...






TOP SIGHT
Washington Square Park

By the magnificent arch, musicians play, dogs scamper and the scent of weed lingers. If Greenwich Village contains all manner of colorful characters, Washington Square Park is where you’ll find them strutting their stuff.
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Washington Square Park fountain and arch | James Andrews1/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


Scan this QR code for park events, facilities and other information.
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The Pre-Park Past

Centuries ago, the site now occupied by this public amenity was a marshy area crossed by Minetta Creek. The early Dutch colonists granted land rights (for a price) to settlers of African descent, who created a community near and around the current park that became known as ‘Little Africa.’ Later, the plot became a public ‘potter’s field’: a public cemetery for the unidentified deceased.

When the burial grounds were transformed into a space for military parades in the 1830s, real estate developers inevitably followed, and some of the city’s toniest homes sprouted on the park’s north border. To this day, this row of historic townhouses evokes the Gilded Age: Edith Wharton lived at 7 Washington Square N, and Henry James titled one of his best-known novels Washington Square.

To celebrate the 100th anniversary of George Washington’s inauguration, renowned New York architect Stanford White designed the Washington Square Arch, whose elaborate iconography and gleaming white marble celebrate the first president with appropriate grandeur. At the foot of Fifth Ave, it remains an icon of the Village – and New York City – to this day.


DON’T MISS

Washington Square Arch

Washington Square Fountain

Washington Square N townhouses

Judson Memorial Church

Game with a ‘chess hustler’

Live music all over

People-watching




A Haven for Artists & Activists

In 1916, Dadaist expat Marcel Duchamp and his camarades scaled the arch to proclaim the ‘Free and Independent Republic of Washington Square’ from its parapet. This famous prank exemplified the bohemian, contrarian spirit of Greenwich Village – which, even after waves of gentrification, continues to flicker.

The park has long been a gathering place for busking musicians, most working troubadours, a few stars in the making. Going incognito in dark glasses, Buddy Holly often strummed his guitar by the fountain during his brief New York residence in 1958. A few years later, folk music was the soundtrack to park afternoons, with Bob Dylan, Joan Baez and Pete Seeger chiming in.

Another constant over the park’s long history? Protest. In 1911, Some 120,000 gathered to protest the appalling working conditions that led to the tragic Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire just a block away. Neighborhood activists led by Jane Jacobs famously took on Robert Moses, the city’s planning czar, in a push to ban cars from the park – which they permanently achieved in 1959. The 1961 ‘folk riot’ saw hundreds of musicians raise their voices to – successfully – protest a proposed ban on live music in the public space. Over the decades, the park has played host to Pride parades, political events, anti-war rallies and public memorials on an almost weekly basis, many organized by the progressive congregation of Judson Memorial Church (which occupies an ornate Italianate building, designed by White, just across the street). The counterculture lives on.

Confessions of a ‘Chess Hustler’

‘It’s a public park, you can play whenever you want,’ says Schedrick, a denizen of the chess tables in the park’s southwest corner. ‘Go to the Chess Forum [a nearby store] and buy a tournament set, which costs 10 bucks. Set your table, play chess.’ Yet unwritten rules apply if you sit down for a 10-minute game with a so-called chess hustler: in particular, a post-match gesture of generosity is expected. ‘I’ve played a professional baseball player,’ Schedrick says, ‘and he gave me tickets!’ A few bucks are always appreciated, too.


THE PARK TODAY

After years of renovations, Washington Square Park has never looked better, with a big new playground, public restrooms, a dog run and the famous ‘mounds’ now covered in artificial grass for children’s enjoyment. But it’s the blend of people that give the park its soul. Park yourself on a bench for a few hours to soak it in.




TOP TIPS

• All that free-spiritedness can turn to sketchiness at night. Keep your wits about you walking through the park after dark.

• Grab a subcontinental snack from the NY Dosas cart, usually on the south side of the park by LaGuardia Pl. If there’s a wait, it’s worth it.

• If you’re tempted by the folks hawking weed and other, stronger substances – resist. Quality is low (or worse), the police presence is strong and the neighbors rightly frown on such transactions.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 Chelsea Market

2 Hotel Chelsea

3 Joyce Theater

4 Rubin Museum of Art

5 The Center

SIGHTS

6 “Life Underground”

7 “Mount Rushmore of Art”

8 Clement Clarke Moore Park

9 David Zwirner

10 Gagosian

11 Gladstone Gallery

12 Hudson River Park

13 Little Island

14 Our Lady of Guadalupe at St. Bernard’s Church

15 Pace Gallery

16 Paula Cooper Gallery

17 Pier 57 Rooftop Park

18 The General Theological Seminary

SLEEPING

19 High Line Hotel

see 23 The Standard, High Line

EATING

20 Artichoke Basille’s Pizza

21 City Winery NYC

22 Cookshop

23 Le Bain

see 22 Market 57

24 Marquee New York

25 Tacos el Idolo

26 TAO Downtown Restaurant

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

27 Frying Pan NYC

28 Hauser & Wirth

29 Kobrick Coffee Co.

30 Peter McManus Cafe

31 Sikkema Jenkins & Co

32 Tía Pol

33 West Chelsea Building,

ENTERTAINMENT

34 Atlantic Theater Company

SHOPPING

35 192 Books

36 Housing Works Thrift Shops - Chelsea

37 The Blue Store




Chelsea Market

A marvelous marketplace indeed

This urban bazaar, which opened in 1997, has spawned many imitators but belongs in a class of its own. Chelsea Market occupies a massive building over an entire city block where Nabisco once used to manufacture cookies in army-size quantities. Today, it’s where visitors can peruse independent, small-batch delicacies both edible and not.

The architecture leans into the site’s manufacturing past. Huge cast-iron pipes have been repurposed as light fixtures. Serrated blocks of granite become decorative accents. Water pours out of a giant viaduct in the marketplace’s center: a steampunk-esque delight. Events like live music and group yoga classes only make the public passageways more vibrant.

But it’s the vendors who give the place life. On the lower level, purveyors of fresh vegetables, cheeses, meats and Asian groceries cater to area shoppers in the Chelsea Local arcade. Upstairs, dry goods prevail toward the 10th Ave side, from creative gifts and new releases at Posman Books to the array of cool items from local makers at Artists & Fleas. Visit New York–based standbys Amy’s Bread and Lilac Chocolates for a sweet treat, or consider a more substantial meal from Miznon (Israeli street food), Los Mariscos (to-die-for ceviche), the Lobster Place (good luck resisting their rolls) and many other enticing spots. A COVID-19 addition made permanent, covered tables lining the sidewalk let you sit down to savor it all. You’ll want to.
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LATIN DEVOTION

Originally catering to the Irish immigrants who used to live nearby, St Bernard’s Church on W 14th St has evolved as dramatically as the neighborhood around it, and now overflows with devout Spanish-speaking worshippers. Non-believers might be interested in the vendors of tacos, tamales and other pan-Latin treats who set up shop on the sidewalks outside to feed the faithful. And every December 12, the Virgin of Guadalupe’s feast day, the block closes for a solemn procession, followed by a post-Mass celebration.




Whitney Museum

Past, Present and Future of American Art

This stalwart of NYC’s museum scene started as a showcase for American artists in a townhouse on W 8th Street in 1930 – and, after successive expansions north, including a few decades at a Marcel Breuer–designed concrete colossus on Madison Avenue – finally returned downtown in 2015. At the foot of the High Line, the ultra-modern building designed by Renzo Piano suggests a giant cruise ship. Outdoor decks – uh, terraces – play host to rotating sculptures as well as postcard-worthy views of the Meatpacking District and the unfurling Manhattan skyline beyond. In the 50,000 sq ft of light-filled galleries, you’ll find a permanent collection chock-full of top-tier works by American masters including Edward Hopper, Georgia O’Keeffe, Jasper Johns, Andy Warhol and many, many more. Temporary exhibitions further contextualize themes from art history and contemporary society; in even-numbered years, don’t miss the world-famous Whitney Biennial, where you might discover the next big name in American art.

High Line

An industrial relic transformed

This planted promenade has become such a Manhattan mainstay that it’s hard to believe it opened only in 2009. This onetime freight railway is today a grand public space, a magnet for visitors and a catalyst for urban transformation.

The High Line’s story begins in the early 20th century, when the west side’s booming but filthy industrial enterprises were served by perilous street-level tracks that earned Tenth Ave the nickname ‘Death Avenue.’ While the very expensive solution, a railway line two stories above the street, opened in the 1930s, it became uneconomical not long after, and the line fell into disuse. Inaccessible for years, it was slated to be demolished in the 1990s.

Enter the Friends of the High Line, whose vision of an elegant, elevating (and elevated) park slowly caught on. Years of patient activism resulted in the jewel we enjoy today: a mile-and-a-half pathway planted with native species that wends its way above, beside and often through the former factories.

Design highlights include the amphitheater-style viewing platforms at 17th and 26th Sts, and the moveable chaise lounges on the Diller – Von Furstenberg Sundeck, which have train wheels that roll along actual rails. A program of public art continually enlivens the scene, as do the local food vendors who set up in the Chelsea Market Passage. But this park is more than the sum of its parts: it’s a fully immersive triumph of adaptive reuse.

The Center

Uplifting the LGBTIQ+ community for 40+ years

This handsome former schoolhouse became a site of urgent activism during the AIDS crisis, when the community gathered to agitate for a governmental response to a disease that disproportionately affected gay men. The activists of ACT UP officially joined forces here; the Center was also the birthplace of such influential groups as the Lesbian Avengers and Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD).

It remains a beautifully maintained community gathering place where anyone can drop in, whether for a coffee, a youth-oriented program, career counseling, a 12-step meeting or art exhibition. Don’t miss the sensational if rather graphic mural by LGBTIQ+ icon Keith Haring, in the 2nd-floor bathroom.



Small Streets, Big Stories
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Nothing confirms Greenwich Village’s spirit of independence better than its street grid. This historic layout results in a number of courts, dead-ends, mews, dog-legged lanes and other idiosyncratic byways you’ll find in such concentration nowhere else in New York.

Where a waterway called Minetta Creek once flowed, crooked 1 Minetta St meets Minetta Ln. In the days of the Dutch, this area was the heart of the ‘Land of the Blacks,’ a settlement of freed Africans. A few blocks and under 10 minutes away, 2 Washington Mews, just north of Washington Square Park, is lined with utterly charming two-story houses that once served as stables for the grand mansions nearby. (It’s a private street, though the gates are occasionally left open for a quick photo op.) Pick up 10th St heading west: just after Sixth Avenue is 3 Patchin Pl, a leafy private cul-de-sac that writers such as EE Cummings and Djuna Barnes once called home.

Wander over to 4 Gay St, a curved, one-block beauty with row houses dating to 1827. Then mosey over to 5 Commerce St, where, at the 90-degree turn just before Barrow, you’ll find a historic theater, a pair of mansard-roofed houses apocryphally built for feuding twins and a cluster of brownstones lit by alluring gas lanterns. A block down is 6 Grove Ct, another private development with oodles of ivy and white-shuttered brick houses you can admire through an iron gate.

Discover a taste of the area’s gritty history by wandering to 7 Weehawken St. Two blocks away, cobblestoned 8 Charles Ln, once a famous gay-cruising spot, today leads between gleaming towers (two designed by Richard Meier) that bespeak this historic neighborhood’s newest incarnation.





CHELSEA’S MARITIME PAST

Where cyclists and joggers now pass, some of the world’s biggest cruise ships once docked. Before it met its fateful end in the North Atlantic, the RMS Titanic had been steaming toward Pier 59, today part of the giant sports complex Chelsea Piers. A few years later, the RMS Lusitania set sail from Pier 59 – only to be sunk by a German U-boat. The RMS Carpathia delivered the Titanic’s few survivors to Pier 54 (now the site of Little Island); they later took shelter at the seamen’s hostel on Jane and West streets. Once a single-room occupancy guesthouse and recently a boutique hotel, this property is now the San Vicente Bungalows, an ultra-exclusive exclusive private club.



Head up Hudson River Park

A walking tour of a waterfront gem

Where stevedores once hauled cargo from freighters, a brilliant public park has taken shape. Stretching for four miles along Manhattan’s western shore, Hudson River Park has become a crown jewel among New York City’s growing number of waterfront green spaces. To see how its planners have reclaimed these former docks for recreation and other leisurely pursuits, start a bit below the Village at Tribeca’s ecologically oriented Pier 26, where planted native specimens suggest how the city might have looked before humans arrived. On sunny days, the lawns of Pier 45 (at Christopher St) teem with very toned, minimally clothed sunbathers. Walking north, abandoned pier pilings have become breeding grounds for fish and other aquatic creatures in the river’s formerly polluted waters. One of the few patches of pier that’s actually solid ground, Gansevoort Peninsula, opened in 2023, with sports fields, benches and even a ‘beach’ with huge rocks leading to the waterline. At Little West 12 St, Little Island floats improbably on tulip-shaped platforms supported by tall, skinny columns rising up from the river. It’s a dreamy 2.4-acre folly with vibrantly varied plantings, food trucks, an outdoor performing-arts venue and killer views of the downtown skyline. And just north, Pier 57 contains a range of entertainments, from live music against the setting sun at City Winery, to the range of James Beard Foundation–curated food vendors at Market 57 (think Zaab Zaab for northeastern Thai, Mothershuckers for oysters and Ras for plant-based delicacies), to a rooftop park great for family picnics with spectacular views.
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WHERE TO FIND YOUR NEXT READ

Three Lives

Expert staff and a carefully curated selection of fiction and nonfiction make this the perfect bookstore.

192 Books

A beautifully displayed range of well-chosen titles – plus art books catering to the nearby Chelsea art crowd.

Bureau of General Services—Queer Division

Peruse essays, memoirs, zines and even children’s books emphasizing LGBTIQ+ voices.


Celebrating Stonewall

LGBTIQ+ history and hot spots

On the streets of the Village, the revolution in LGBTIQ+ rights caught fire. In June 1969, patrons at the Stonewall Inn – a Mafia-owned gathering spot for the queer community – stood their ground when the police swooped into the bar on one of the regular raids to round up its ‘deviant’ patrons. Days of riots followed – inspiring activists to organize, openly and loudly, for equal rights from then on. Over 50 years later, the fight goes on.

Raise a glass to the brave pioneers of yesterday at today’s Stonewall (in a space next door to the 1969 incarnation), then visit adjacent Sheridan Square Park, the centerpiece of the Stonewall National Monument, designated in 2016, where sculptures and a rotation of photographs celebrate the site’s groundbreaking history and the movement’s changemakers. Make a point of visiting the Center, where the community continues to gather for organizing and inspiration.

Well before Stonewall, the forward-thinking activists of the Mattachine Society would meet at Julius’, a neighborhood tavern since 1864, and still a hopping gay dive today. And the post-Stonewall generations continue to sashay at the Christopher St Pier, where alfresco voguing parties draw fierce trans and nonbinary dancers from all over. (Join in – if you dare.)

Two of the country’s last true lesbian bars – and surely two of the best – are but blocks from one another in the West Village: pint-size Cubbyhole and raucous Henrietta Hudson. While the ladies rule the roost here, all are welcome.


BURSTING WITH PRIDE

On the last Sunday of every June, the West Village and Chelsea’s population swells into the seven figures, as some two million revelers converge for the epic NYC Pride March. The route runs down Fifth Ave then back up Seventh Ave, making narrow Christopher St and the Stonewall Inn the centerpiece of this passionate and still politically charged event. Expect streets thronged with exuberant revelers clad (often scantily) in all manner of rainbow attire. All are welcome; smiles are free.



BEST SPOTS TO HEAR LIVE JAZZ

Village Vanguard

The quintessential basement jazz joint since 1935 has still got it.

Blue Note

Big-name acts and up-and-comers alike appear at this swank venue.

Smalls

Queue up to get cozy in this 75-seat club, where jam sessions are a speciality.

Literary Lives

West village as writer’s colony

Walking around the West Village, you’ll see no shortage of scribes tapping on their laptops in the area’s many coffee shops. They have big shoes to fill: the neighborhood has been a center of literary culture in the USA – and the entire world – since the 19th century. No matter what genre you prefer, there’s a pilgrimage spot for you. Essayist and activist James Baldwin lived for three years at 81 Horatio St. Mark Twain spent two years at 14 W 10th. Novelist Norman Mailer infamously stabbed his wife Adele Morales with a penknife in their apartment at 73 Perry St (while she didn’t press charges, they divorced soon after). After the success of her play A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry bought a place at 112 Waverly Pl. A young Alex Haley rented a studio at 92 Grove St, where for two years he conducted exhaustive interviews with Malcolm X for the latter’s (ghostwritten) autobiography, published after his assassination. Willa Cather, Patricia Highsmith, William S Burroughs, Anaïs Nin…the list of literary Villagers goes on and on.

The ‘flapper feminist’ poet Edna St Vincent Millay lived in one of the Village’s most distinctive homes: a townhouse at 75½ Bedford St, which at less than 10ft wide, might be the city’s narrowest. And the historic White Horse Tavern, which has been in operation since 1880, became a famous bookish hangout in the 1950s. It’s not hard to conjure the ghosts of hard-drinking poets Dylan Thomas and Delmore Schwartz, who were known to spend hours at the carved wooden bar that still stands today.
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A THEORY OF GREENWICH VILLAGE

The West Village just works as a neighborhood – and to find out why, you might look to The Death and Life of Great American Cities, the 1961 tome by urban-planning guru Jane Jacobs. Inspired by Greenwich Village, Jacobs was the first to expound ideas that are now commonplace: that density spurs commerce and community, that city life takes place outdoors in a ‘sidewalk ballet,’ that centrally planned developments drain cities of their inherent energy. The late Jacobs lived for years at 555 Hudson St (now immortalized as ‘Jane Jacobs Way’) – and while she would likely be aghast at Village’s turn toward luxury, we should all salute her for articulating just why this neighborhood is still like no other in the world.



BEST SLICE OF PIZZA

Joe’s Pizza

Many New Yorkers swear it’s the best slice in town. $

Artichoke Basile’s

The signature creamy-artichoke topping satisfies late-night hunger near the Meatpacking District. $

Brunetti

No slices here – only personal pies made with soppressata, broccoli rabe and other gourmet toppings. $$

As Seen on TV

The West Village’s most telegenic buildings

Walking around the West Village and Chelsea, chances are you’ll see the telltale trailers, wires and headset-wearing crew members of an on-location television production (the neighborhood is picture-perfect, after all). While a PA will likely shoo you away if you try to stop and catch a take, you’ll find plenty of familiar locations from TV series past and present hiding in plain sight, all over.

New Yorkers scoff at how the young crew from Friends could ever afford the giant apartment that provided a setting for their antics. They surely couldn’t – the loft-like set was in fact a soundstage in LA – yet the building from the exterior shot that established the setting, on the corner of Bedford and Grove Sts, has become something of a pilgrimage site for ‘frienatics’ worldwide. A few blocks away, on Perry St between Bleecker and West 4th, is the townhouse that Carrie Bradshaw of Sex and the City called home – and which she moves back into on reboot, And Just Like That. (It’s meant to be on the Upper East Side…but that’s the magic of Hollywood.) While a chain blocks the stoop that Carrie swanned down en route to meet Mr Big, it’s hard to resist a photo in front of those famous steps. Fans of 1980s sitcoms will want to stop by a fetching row of townhouses on St Luke’s Pl: while you won’t be able to make an appointment with Dr Heathcliff Huxtable, you can admire the facade of the building his family lived in for the Cosby Show’s eight seasons.

Gallivanting through Chelsea’s Galleries

Prepare for an art feast

It wasn’t so long ago that taxi garages, small factories and storage warehouses were all you’d find in far-west Chelsea. Yet in the last 30 years, such enterprises have made way for another key New York City industry: the business of art. Drawn to the buildings’ high ceilings, reinforced floors and minimalist aesthetic, gallerists have turned the blocks between 10th and 11th Aves into one of the highest concentrations of art showrooms you’ll find in the world.

Which means you can’t go wrong by spending an hour or two crisscrossing the district, taking in as much art as your eyes can handle. Hours can vary and staff can be snooty – but admission to these commercial businesses is always free (if you’re feeling flush, ask for a price list from the front desk). It’s worth scanning online listings ahead of time to see if any shows are of particular interest.

You might focus on the heavy hitters, in whose capacious galleries you’ll find new and existing works by the world’s leading artists. You should always check what’s on at New York standbys Paula Cooper, Gladstone Gallery and Sikkema Jenkins. Gagosian (with not one but two outposts in the district) hosts museum-scale shows of works by art-world stars like Damian Hirst, Takashi Murakami and Richard Serra. Swiss heavyweight Hauser & Wirth counts Mark Bradford, Philip Guston and George Condo on its roster. Other international players in the neighborhood include David Zwirner and Pace.

For a more intimate experience, try wandering the halls of the West Chelsea Building on 26th, which houses dozens of smaller galleries over its 10 floors; you may be among the first to catch a rising art star. After your art extravaganza, stop in for sangria and tapas at longtime art-world hangout Tia Pol.
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ALFRESCO NIGHTS

Improvisations during COVID-19 brought something new to the city’s food scene: the advent of outdoor dining. Normally subject to a grueling process of approval, restaurants throughout the city – and especially the Village – were suddenly able to set up platforms, wooden lean-tos and even yurts to serve patrons in the street as their indoor spaces stayed closed. Years later, even as the scene is back to normal, many of these sidewalk dining areas remain – though new regulations have sought to strike a balance between the delight of alfresco dinners and neighbors irritated by garbage and noise (especially by the roving street bands that serenade diners block by block). It’s a transformation that’s here to stay.



MOST MOUTHWATERING BURGERS

Corner Bistro

It’s no longer the cheapest burger in town – but it still lives up to the hype. $

Elephant & Castle

Burgers come topped with guacamole or sour cream, bacon and scallions at this neighborhood tavern. $$

Minetta Tavern

A proprietary blend of beef by Pat LaFrieda makes for one of the most sumptuous patties in town. $$$


ARCHITECTURAL TIME CAPSULE

Spanning two of Chelsea’s loveliest streets, the General Theological Seminary is where Episcopal priests-to-be receive their scriptural and pastoral training. The block-wide campus is virtually unchanged since the 19th century, with grand neo-Gothic buildings and verdant lawns that suggest the colleges of Oxford and Cambridge across the pond – it’s no wonder it stands in for ‘Hudson University’ in many Law & Order episodes. You can stroll the grounds of the Close (or central quad) during limited visitor hours, or get a taste of the buildings’ charm with a drink (or a stay) at the High Line Hotel, formerly a dorm for seminarians.



Class Pass

How to pursue your artistic dream

If the creative spirit of the Village leaves you yearning to unleash your own inner artist, you’re in luck: several venerable arts nonprofits offer classes for participants of all levels. And while you’ll have to pay to participate, you’re most welcome to drop in for a single session to see if the muse strikes.

Young dancers have been extending at the barre of the Joffrey Ballet School since 1953. Anyone of any experience level, from total beginner to en pointe expert, can polish their pliés and refine their relevés during a drop-in ballet class (registration required). Less tradition-bound hoofers can also try jazz sessions. All classes take place in bright studios with windows that look out onto Jefferson Market Library.

If you prefer a medium that’s not your own body, Greenwich House Pottery welcomes budding ceramicists for two-hour ‘sampler’ classes. Choose to sculpt your vessel by hand or throw it on one of the studio wheels; after selecting a glaze, the Pottery team will fire your masterpiece in an in-house kiln, and it will be yours to keep forever. (The piece will be ready three to six weeks after the class.)

In rooms where Sigourney Weaver, John Leguizamo and Al Pacino once read scenes, you, too, can see if you have what it takes to channel a character and move an audience to tears. Famous acting workshop HB Studios remains a hub for practitioners of the craft, with programs in speech, musical theater, movement and more. Prospective students may audit any one single class (currently online only) to see if the acting bug bites.

BEST INDEPENDENT COFFEE SHOPS

Joe Coffee Company

As charming as it gets – with baristas known for their latte-art skill.

Kobrick Coffee Co.

In the heart of the Meatpacking, a favorite of the WFH set.

Bonsignour

Sip a top-notch iced coffee for hours on the sidewalk benches, and chat with neighbors and visitors.



COME HEAR THE MUSIC PLAY

At Marie’s Crisis Cafe, a legendary basement dive a short distance from Stonewall, the showtunes never stop. Tipplers have been swilling plonk here since the 1800s – and Broadway belters for at least the past 40 years. What sets this piano bar apart? Solos are rare, mics are not a thing and the room comes to life as the packed crowd sings along (sometimes in…questionable harmony) to numbers from Gypsy, A Chorus Line, Grease, Rent and Wicked. Bring cash – and prepare to queue up to get in on the weekends, as the word about this magical place has gotten out. You may find yourself staying until last call – and hoarse the next morning.



Meet the Meatpacking District

From butchery to bougie

Few areas of New York City have changed like the Meatpacking District. By the end of the 1800s, a cluster of slaughterhouses and meat suppliers in the area kept the city’s ever-growing population fed; the opening of the West Side Elevated Line (today the High Line; pTK) allowed freight trains to deliver perishable cargo directly into the warehouses it run through. Even as this commerce declined, many wholesale butchers continued to operate in the area, using the awnings over the (often bloody) sidewalks to string up cow and pig carcasses for carving. You can still see a remnant of this trade at the city-owned Gansevoort Market Meat Center, whose niche butchers supply some of the city’s highest-end restaurants. Hector’s Diner, which used to cater to workers on the overnight shift, is another rare throwback.

In the 1970s and 1980s, a different kind of trade took over many of the former warehouses: BDSM sex clubs, most – like the Anvil, the Mineshaft and J’s Hangout – catering to gay men. Transgender sex workers, leather daddies, drag queens and other misfits (including a young RuPaul) were known to pound the area’s cobblestone streets.

In the late ‘90s, an astonishing change began, as establishments of a ritzier variety moved in, drawing creative businesses and high-end retailers in rapid succession. Keith McNally’s Pastis, an atmospheric Parisian-style brasserie, was an early avatar of the new Meatpacking, and still is in its new location on Gansevoort St. As you sip a (not cheap) drink there, at the Gansevoort Hotel or at the Standard, look out at this transformed neighborhood – and ponder the way cities can change.

BEST SECONDHAND AND VINTAGE STORES

Housing Works

Style-savvy donors mean fabulous finds – all to benefit an esteemed social-services nonprofit.

St. Luke’s Thrift Shop

A lower-level space for pre-loved housewares, clothing, accessories and other curiosities.

Beacon’s Closet

Every piece has flair at this astounding emporium of vintage fashions.


SPOOKY SEASON

Like clockwork, every October gourds appear on stoops, spider webs dangle from cornices and the occasional skeleton pokes through a parlor-floor window. Yet the highlight of Halloween season in the West Village is the world-famous parade, which crawls up Sixth Ave after dark on October 31. The event started as a grassroots street party in the ‘70s, fueled by the creativity of local artists and theater folk; it now attracts tens of thousands of participants (anyone in a costume is welcome to join in), and hundreds of thousands spectators more. While the event has gone mainstream, its centerpiece remains the giant handmade puppets that volunteers make dance through the streets – a nod to the event’s bohemian origins.




Off Broadway, On Point

Catch the next big hit downtown

The neon lights are bright on Midtown’s Broadway, yes – but many of the Great White Way’s biggest hits have been incubated on smaller stages downtown. The artsy vibe of the West Village and Chelsea certainly extends to the stage, visible in its many off-Broadway theaters.

A sort of multiplex for drama, the Public Theater has six separate spaces that play host to some of the most dynamic work around. In addition to readings, workshops and edgy cabaret fare, generation-defining smashes like A Chorus Line and Hamilton were first seen here; the company also produces Shakespeare in the Park each year. In a handsome converted church on W 20th, the Atlantic Theater Company, founded by David Mamet and William H. Macy, also emphasizes new work – and knows how to pick ‘em, such as eventual Tony winners The Band’s Visit and Kimberly Akimbo. The ensemble-oriented  Rattlestick Theater emphasizes new voices and new talents; its semi-annual ‘jams’ offer artists and playwrights a chance to try out new ideas. IRT Theater emphasizes new works by up-and-coming artists, with a special emphasis on the Deaf community.

The oldest off-Broadway house and fresh off a renovation, the 100-year-old Cherry Lane Theater is an intimate venue especially known for one- and two-person shows. Two more well-known stops on the downtown circuit are the Lucille Lortel and Greenwich House theaters, which book all manner of theatrical fare in their historic spaces.

Buy a ticket at one of these theaters, and you might be able to brag about seeing the soon-to-be-sold-out smash before anyone else.
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BEST NEIGHBORHOOD PLAYGROUNDS

Bleecker Playground

Fun play fixtures and a water feature draw kids and carers from all over the West Village.

Clement Clarke Moore Park

A leafy play area named for the famous Chelsea resident who wrote ‘The Night Before Christmas’.

Pier 51

A ship-shape, ship-shaped, kids-only play area jutting into the Hudson.

A Food Tour of Bleecker St

Is this New York’s tastiest block?

While the West Village has become one of the city’s most luxurious and desirable neighborhoods, evidence of its working-class, immigrant past persists to this day. The best stretch for a literal taste of this history may be Bleecker St between Sixth and Seventh Aves.

Join the queue for a table at John’s of Bleecker St, where photos and memorabilia surround old-school booths. In operation since 1929, the joint serves heavenly pies prepared in the giant brick pizza ovens, as well as pastas and other red-sauce fare. Come hungry: the ‘no slices’ policy is taken very seriously here. If you want to prepare your own Italian feast, take a ticket and wait your turn at Ottomanelli & Sons, whose expert butchers will help you find just the right steak, chop or bird to cook up. Across the street, Faicco’s Italian Specialities has been offering gourmet provisions since 1900; you can’t go wrong with their amazing chicken-cutlet sandwich.

The lactose intolerant should skip Murray’s Cheese – but anyone who loves the stuff will go gaga for the selection of gooey, shavable, pungent and mouthwateringly delicious cheeses from all over the world available here. Finish your one-block tour off on a sweet note at Pasticceria Rocco, teeming with rainbow cookies, cannoli and sfogliatella, plus espresso that’s as strong as anything you’ll sip this side of Milan.
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A MISSION TO PRESERVE

Andrew Berman of Village Preservation (@gvshp_nyc) has led the fight to retain the historic character of the neighborhood: Some incredibly important sites in Greenwich Village that Village Preservation has been able to preserve through landmark designation include 70 Fifth Ave, former headquarters of the NAACP and The Crisis Magazine; the Stonewall Inn at 53 Christopher St; and Westbeth at 55 Bethune St, a 13-building industrial complex built as the Bell Telephone laboratories and transformed in 1970 into the first large-scale subsidized housing development for artists in the country.



THE SPICIEST ADULT STORES

Pleasure Chest

A neighborhood shop with a friendly, sex-positive staff that will help you be curious.

Pink Pussycat Boutique

A fixture since 1972, selling toys and especially costumes to spice things up.

The Blue Store

A huge emporium for pleasure in Chelsea, with lots to offer curious LGBTIQ+ customers.



GOURMET GURU

Savvy foodies might recognize the James Beard Foundation, whose awards are the ultimate achievement for chefs all over the USA. Known as the ‘dean of American cookery,’ the man behind the institution was a West Village fixture who almost single-handedly advocated for and elevated the art of American cuisine in the 20th century through the books, recipes and dinners he developed at his townhouse on W 12th St. The eponymous foundation still hosts private dinners there to this day – and produces a slew of public events at the show kitchen and event space Platform at Pier 57. See what’s coming up on the calendar. You might taste something totally new.



Explore Public Artworks

Free art, in many media

For a varied (and free) taste of the creativity that abounds in the West Village and Chelsea, keep an eye out for some notable public artworks you’ll find on, above and under the neighborhoods’ streets. Between the towers of NYU’s University Village (505 LaGuardia Pl) looms the 13ft Bust of Sylvette, a concrete sculpture by Picasso. A 20-minute walk to the west lies the moving New York City AIDS Memorial, commemorating the 100,000 New Yorkers who have died from the disease. Many received treatment at the former St Vincent’s Hospital across the street. A 2011 competition led to the winning design by Studio a+i architects, with a jagged, angular white canopy that lets rays of light down to a burbling fountain. Etched in the pavement are selections from Walt Whitman’s ‘Song of Myself,’ selected and laid out by artist Jenny Holzer, acclaimed for her compelling text-based installations.

Waiting for the A train at the 14th St Station, you might notice an alligator crawling out from a manhole, or a cartoon-like plutocrat clutching a bag of money on a bench, or a payphone with glasses and a top hat. These whimsical, impish figures aren’t your normal straphangers (though we’ve seen weirder); they’re part of Life Underground, a station-wide installation by Tom Otterness that has enlivened commutes since 2001. On a larger, even monumental, scale, David Hammons’ ghostly Day’s End (at Hudson River Park at Gansevoort St) evokes the former docks through a skeletal pier that juts into the water. In between gallery visits in Chelsea, it’s hard to miss street artist Eduardo Kobra’s Mount Rushmore mural (10th Ave and 22nd St), which reimagines the iconic monument in two dimensions and vivid color with the art-world icons Andy Warhol, Frida Kahlo, Keith Haring and Jean-Michel Basquiat.
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THE MOST CLASSIC DINERS

Washington Square Diner

A no-frills, vinyl-booth staple that has remained blissfully unchanged for decades. $

Bus Stop Cafe

This diner-plus is the essential meeting place for budget-minded West Village neighbors. $$

Hollywood Diner

A reliable menu of tuna melts and burger deluxes is bedecked with photos of movie stars. $$

A Pub Crawl, Decade by Decade

A neighborhood history, in bars

This lineup of watering holes – some historic, some reinventions, some newcomers – provides a thirst-quenching history of the West Village and Chelsea: nightlife districts then, now and always.

Now a magnet for the fashion and media sets, the ever-atmospheric Waverly Inn was a cozy tavern for neighborhood regulars (including Willa Cather and Robert Frost) when it opened in 1920. All stained wood and barstools, Peter McManus Cafe in Chelsea, going since 1936, is supposedly the oldest family-run pub in town. Docked at Pier 61, the Frying Pan once helped ships through New York Harbor in the ‘30s and ‘40s; today, thirsty tipplers line the vessel’s decks.

The Bitter End launched in 1961, with live acts still entertaining on the stage once graced by Joni Mitchell and Lady Gaga. Knickerbocker Bar & Grill is a neighborhood spot with a restrained elegance that (delightfully) has changed little since it served its first martini in 1977. On the queerer side, Pieces offers a chipper vibe unchanged since the mid-’90s: think a dance-pop soundtrack and just-legal patrons flirting at the bar (and not via apps).

The bar scene since the turn of the millennium tracks the pace of the city’s gentrification. The trailblazing Employees Only ushered in a new era of haute mixology when it served its first egg-white cocktail in 2004; it still sets the standard. On a triangular corner, Bar Pisellino has a retro, euro vibe, and feels like it’s been around since far before 2019. And closing the loop is Dante, open since 2020: a chic West Village hot spot that continues the legacy of a cafe that first opened in 1915.



ARTISTS ON THE HUDSON

An architectural hodgepodge of smokestacks, train tracks and a 14-story Renaissance-style tower that all but glows at sunset, Westbeth stands out. And for good reason: for decades, it played host to Bell Laboratories, where some of the most essential electronics we use today were invented – you might have heard of vacuum tubes, the microphone and the black-and-white television. After the labs closed, a groundbreaking public-private partnership redeveloped the site – with enhancements by a young Richard Meier – as a 383-apartment residence for artists of all disciplines that’s still one of the most creative places in town. If you’re an artist inspired to move in, you can join the 12-year waiting list.



WHERE TO EAT DESSERT

Aux Merveilleux de Fred

The signature ‘merveilleux’ pastries from this Paris import are impossibly fluffy meringue-and-cream creations.

Milk Bar

The East Village favorite also serves up its outrageously sweet and colorful Birthday Cake on Christopher St.

Magnolia Bakery

Skip the overhyped cupcakes here, and dig into the decadent banana pudding instead.



A PAVER PRIMER

There’s something about cobblestone streets that draws you in. These stretches break the monotony of asphalt. They signify history. Their unevenness implies individuality, and suggests the presence of all who have passed before. A proud achievement of the preservationist community, a few superb cobblestone blocks remain on W 12th and Jane Sts, as well as on many streets in the nearby Meatpacking District. And while they’re technically Belgian pavers (look it up), it’s not a stretch to say these cobblestones have soul.



The Village’s Radical Side

Out-there ideas, music and activism

It’s sometimes hard to remember that a neighborhood of $25 cocktails and eight-figure townhouses was once a hotbed of out-there thinking, and a magnet for disruptors and agitators of all sorts.

The New School has been disseminating provocative concepts for over a century. Welcoming Hannah Arendt, Claude Lévi-Strauss and others fleeing turmoil in Europe in the 1930s, it gained fame for its ‘University in Exile’ – whose thinkers helped change the course of American ideas.

Perhaps it was the vibe of West Village that infused the music of two legendary songwriters with a political edge. Woody Guthrie wrote ‘This Land Is Your Land’ two weeks after moving to New York; he later moved between several West Village apartments, including 74 Charles St. A young Bob Dylan paid $60 a month for his studio at 161 W 4th St, and posed for the famous Freewheelin’ Bob Dylan album art around the corner, in the middle of Jones St. Dylan famously performed a set of Guthrie’s work at Cafe Wha?, which is still booking live acts of all varieties every night. Post-Beatles and at the height of their fame, John Lennon and Yoko Ono called the top floor of modest 105 Bank St home for two years.

In one infamous Village incident, radical ideas ended in tragedy, when in 1970 members of the far-left antiwar group the Weather Underground accidentally detonated explosives at 18 West 11th St, killing three. The now reconstructed townhouse features an unmissable bay window jutting out at an angle toward the street – a visual hint of the stories that lie behind the area’s spiffed-up facades.
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WHERE TO BUY VINYL

Record Runner

Specializing in rare and highly collectible discs since 1979, on Bob Dylan’s Freewheelin’ block.

Generation Records

Peruse tens of thousands of records, with an especially strong punk and metal assortment.

Academy Records & CDs

Fans of classical and opera will find just what they need at this secondhand record shop.


Hot off the presses

Local news outlets have been folding around the USA, feeding a nationwide crisis of polarization and fake news. In the ever-literary Village, however, local papers abound. Extremely local papers. Swing by a library branch or the NYPD’s Sixth Precinct to pick up free copies of the Villager, WestView News, Village View and the Village Sun – then spend an afternoon at a nearby cafe comparing and contrasting their feisty, often cranky, takes on street closures, bicycle lanes, grassroots cultural events and other hyperlocal topics.

[image: jpg]

Cafe Wha?, Greenwich Village | Fotos593/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


[image: jpg]

LADY BUNNY’S LOCAL TIPS

Between international gigs, actress, comedian and drag legend Lady Bunny (@official_lady_bunny) lives where the West Village meets Chelsea. These are her neighborhood faves:

Cowgirl

I love the sagebrush shrimp, which is not on the menu. It’s fried shrimp – and better than my mama’s! (Hope she doesn’t read this.)

Tacos El Idolo

This taco truck parks at 14th St and Eighth Ave – delicious Mexican street food. You never quite know when they’re going to be there – they attract a lot of late night, after-the-clubs clientele.

Sheridan Square

They do drag shows in the park. The spirit is just wonderful, and the audience is super-appreciative. It just feels organic, like you could be transported back to the days of Stonewall. The spirit is there.



BEST SPOTS FOR BRUNCH

Tartine

The charm of this corner cafe enhances its straightforward brunch menu of omelets and sandwiches. $$

Cookshop

In a chic, shiny dining room, expect friendly service and delicious New American fare. $$$

La Bonbonniere

Queue up for eggs, bacon and other hangover remedies at this quintessential greasy spoon. $$






Union Square, Flatiron & Gramercy
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A TRIO OF BUSTLING LOCAL NEIGHBORHOODS

The Crossroads of the World may be in Times Square, but the crossroads of New York City is here in Union Square
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Union Square and its adjacent areas of Gramercy to the east and Flatiron to the north create a neighborhood shared by everyone from college students (the New School and New York University both have buildings in the area) to posh New Yorkers like those who live around the private residents-only Gramercy Park and everyone in between.

That mix of residents is showcased best at the area’s most famous landmark, Union Square, where regular chess players wait for opponents at the park’s game boards on the south side while the west and north ends come alive with vendors seling farm-fresh products at the Greenmarket four days a week.

Despite the clamor of the market itself, there’s a certain calmness to this part of town, with stately buildings alongside sleek modern architecture. There are also a few big box stores like Staples here and lots of local speciality shops, plus a diverse range of eateries from take-out-only stands to Michelin-starred restaurants. Union Square has the biggest name among the three neighborhoods, as its location also doubles as one of the city’s central subway hubs, drawing in national chain stores to its surrounding streets.

Flatiron, named after the triangular building at the meeting points of Broadway and Fifth Avenue, is rooted by the homey Madison Square Park (not to be confused with the venue Madison Square Garden about a 12-minute walk to the northwest). Exclusive Gramercy is the quietest of them, characterized by grand brownstones and upscale apartments. In many ways, this area provides a taste of local living, with a relaxed and easygoing vibe – but don’t slow down too much, after all, it’s still New York City.
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DON’T MISS

Strand Book Store

Iconic for its 18 miles of books, the nearly century-old shop retains its indie vibe just south of Union Square.

Gramercy Park

City’s only true private park, surrounded by historic buildings, housing by celebrities then and now.

Irving Place

A rare six block-long street with a neighborhood vibe, yet home to some of Manhattan’s buzziest establishments.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 Fishs Eddy

2 Flatiron Building

3 Fotografiska New York

4 Gramercy Park

5 Madison Square Park

6 Metropolitan Life Insurance Clock Tower

7 Strand Book Store

8 Theodore Roosevelt National Historic Site

9 Union Square

SIGHTS

10 Camp 5th Avenue

11 Evelyn’s Playground

12 Museum of Sex

13 Union Square Greenmarket

SLEEPING

14 Freehand New York

15 The New York Edition

16 W New York Union Square

EATING

17 230 Fifth Avenue

18 ABC Cocina

19 ABC Kitchen

see 18 ABCV

20 Caffè Panna

21 Eataly

see 20 Friend of a Farmer

22 Gramercy Tavern

23 Rainbow Falafel

24 Shake Shack Madison Square Park

25 The Stand

26 TsuruTonTan

27 Union Square Cafe

28 Urbanspace Union Square

DRINKING/NIGHTLIFE

See 17 230 Fifth Avenue

29 Daily Provisions

30 Dear Irving

see 14 Freehand’s Broken Shaker

see 20 Irving Farm New York

31 Lillie’s Victorian

32 Pete’s Tavern

ENTERTAINMENT

33 Gramercy Theater

34 Irving Plaza

SHOPPING

35 ABC Carpet & Home

36 Bedford Cheese Shop

37 Books of Wonder

38 Harry Potter New York

39 Kidding Around

40 Lego Store




TOP TIP

With eight subway lines meeting at Union Square (4, 5, 6, L, N, Q, R, W), the hub is the city’s third-largest transportation center, making it both convenient to access and hectic to navigate. Once above ground, orient yourself north by facing the Barnes and Noble on 17th Street with the Whole Foods on 14th Street behind you.




Theodore Roosevelt National Historic Site

Birthplace of the 26th President

Walking along 20th Street between Broadway and Park Avenue South, it’s easy to overlook the birthplace of President Teddy Roosevelt, so look south for the National Park Service signage. The reconstruction of the 1848 brownstone manages to blend in with its surroundings, but inside it’s a step back in time. Park rangers run free tours, immersing guests in five rooms – the parlor, library, dining room, nursery, and bedroom – decorated the way it looked when he grew up here in 1865, with actual family relics. The ground floor houses two galleries, including the shirt Roosevelt was wearing when he was shot in 1912, complete with bullet holes.

Fishs Eddy

Crassly clever dishware store

Blunt, bold, and brassy – that distinct mix of New York spirit is encapsulated in, of all things, tableware, at the beloved shop that opened in 1986 and loves to boast that 'we do the dishes.' The fun-loving products from mugs and dish towels to trays and totes make quintessential city souvenirs, since they’re decked out in everything from cityscapes and presidential humor to designs that will shock in just the right way. Check their Instagram for select days when founder Julie Gaines gives tours of a secret upstairs museum.

Fotografiska New York

Trendy photo museum

The first location of the Swedish contemporary photography center outside of Europe, Fotografiska New York debuted in 2019 in five floors of the former Church Missions House built in 1892. Guests are invited to purchase drinks on the ground floor and take them along as wind through the constantly changing exhibits. But what really stuns is Verōnika, a sceney bar and restaurant in a surprisingly airy space with standout chandeliers.The Chapel Bar, which used to be members-only, is now open to the public.

Strand Book Store

Indie Bookshop Mainstay

There are great bookstores, and then there’s Strand in a stratosphere of its own. Best known for its tagline of having 18 miles of books, the indie shop, open seven days a week from 10am to 8pm, is on the corner of 12th Street and Broadway. Originally launched in 1927, the institution is the only survivor of New York’s former Book Row on Fourth Ave. Today, its 2.5 million books are spread through three floors, usually with bargain books outside. The first floor has a branch of the Brooklyn Roasting Company, while the top floor hosts book signings and readings, and also offers a 'Books by the Foot' service, custom curating book collections.

Flatiron Building

Iconic triangular tower

Nowhere else in the city is the diagonal nature of Broadway cutting through the city grid more obvious than at 23rd St, where Fifth and Broadway meet. Here, on the resulting triangular, sits the appropriately shaped Flatiron Building, a terracotta and limestone icon that’s one of the most recognizable city sites. Completed in 1902, the private building has been undergoing a string of ownership changes and can only be admired from the outside. For the best perspective, snap your shots from the pedestrian plaza island north of 23rd Street in front of the Lego Store and Eataly. For a deeper look at the area's buildings, GetYourGuide offers Flatiron District architectural tours.



GRAMERCY PARK HISTORIC HOMES

There’s a sophistication to the manicured green space on the north end of Irving Place between 20th and 21st streets. But unless you know a resident of one of the 39 surrounding homes with a coveted key, you can only admire the 2 acres from behind the black iron fencing, the way it was envisioned when it opened in 1831. Yet it’s worth a perimeter walk to admire the Anglo-Italianate and Greek and Gothic Revival homes. These include the members-only National Arts Club with a free art gallery open to the public and the Queen Anne–style terracotta building at 34 Gramercy Park East, the former home of actor James Cagney and more recently late-night host Jimmy Fallon, until model Cara Delevingne bought his unit.



Shop the Union Square Green Market

Farm-fresh community microcosm

For New Yorkers, Union Square is synonymous with the Greenmarket farmer’s market – and for visitors, it’s one of the best ways to dive right into the local culture.

Open since 1976 (when there were just seven farm stands), the market is open year-round on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays from 8am to 6pm on the north and west ends of the square, hosting up to 140 booths a day, all abiding by strict standards. All producers must fully grow, raise, catch, or bake every product sold by themselves – and within a set radius of the city: 250 miles north, 120 miles south, and 170 miles east and west.

The result is a collection of stands of passionate vendors eager to get the products they personally tended to directly into the hands of consumers. But beyond that, it's become a slice of the Manhattan community. Browsing the stands, you’ll overhear parents asking a farmer about a tomato variety they remember getting there years ago, watch workers on their lunch break discussing the latest flavors with a pasta-sauce maker before buying a crate, and spot runners waving to vendors they recognize as they pass.

On the busiest days, 60,000 people pass through the daily market yet it somehow maintains a low-key, personal feel, even for first-timers. While tourists may not be able to buy and use fresh produce, there are jams, wines, and ciders that make authentic city souvenirs directly from those who made them, as well as baked goods and cheeses for fresh snacks.
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Union Square Green Market | james Andrews1/shutterstock ©

DELICIOUS EATS FOR EVERY BUDGET

ABC Kitchen

Jean-Georges Vongerichten's flagship serves an ever-changing seasonal menu. $$$

TsuruTonTan

First international location of Japan’s famous handmade udon restaurant served in oversized bowls. $$

Rainbow Falafel

A storefront-only Middle Eastern street-food stand, best known for its shawafel, mixing shawarma and falafel. $



A LOOK AT HUMAN SEXUALITY

People often misjudge the Museum of Sex – especially with its moniker MoSex. However, the establishment’s mission is actually more elevated, aiming to 'preserve and present the history, evolution, and cultural significance of human sexuality.' Case in point: when the museum opened its first exhibit 'NYCSEX: How New York Transformed Sex in America' in 2002, it also launched its first board of directors, which includes historians and scholars from leading universities. Located at the corner of 27th St and Fifth Ave, its recent revolving exhibits have included a look at the history of erotic content in mainstream culture from the 1960s until today and a display of artifacts from the museum’s collection of 15,000 items.



Irving Place Neighborhood Stroll

Historic sophistication and local favorites

Unlike any other section of the city’s grid with long sprawling streets, Irving Place is only six blocks, running from 14th to 20th streets between Park Ave and Third Ave. The cozy stretch was named after The Legend of Sleepy Hollow author Washington Irving by Samuel Ruggles, who developed the area in the 1830s. Today, a stroll around this area harkens back to the elevated sense of quiet exclusivity it was built on, mixed with a comfortable neighborhood feel for those in the know.

Start on the north end at the city’s only private park Gramercy Park to set the scene. On the west side between 18th and 19th, you’ll run into a trio of local food favorites – early farm-to-table pioneer Friend of a Farmer, the original location of coffee staple Irving Farm New York, and the sole location of Brooklyn-founded Bedford Cheese Shop – alongside new favorite Caffè Panna.

Across the street, duck in for a drink at Pete’s Tavern, the longest continually running bar and restaurant in the country since 1864. Back outside, admire the Gilded Age homes, paying special attention to 49 Irving Plaza. This is said to be Irving’s former home, though the jury’s out on whether he actually lived there.

Lines will likely be forming between 15th and 16th streets for the standing-room only music venue Irving Plaza, while around the corner The Stand, a low-key restaurant by day, hosts the buzziest stand-up comics by night.

End the walk at the 10,000-sq-ft Urbanspace Union Square, with 13 food vendors. Make sure you step out back to the beer garden to feel like a true city insider. But for the street’s biggest secret: book a reservation at Dear Irving on 17th Street, a trendy speakeasy cocktail lounge.

WHERE TO GO FOR ROOFTOP VIEWS

Eataly's Serra by Birreria

Take the elevator from inside Eataly up top to the greenhouse for a taste of southern Italy. $$

Freehand's Broken Shaker

A surprisingly vast wrap-around cocktail lounge with four bars and relaxed, but trendy, backyard vibes.

230 Fifth Avenue

An eclectic crowd flocks to the city’s largest rooftop with a postcard perspective of the Empire State Building.



BEYOND HOME FURNISHINGS

For a home furnishing store to become such a stitched-in part of the city fabric is no easy feat. But then again, ABC Carpet & Home, which started as a pushcart business in the early 1900s, has become such an institution it’s been called 'Disneyland for rich adults.' Though recently downsized and under new ownership, the eclectic mix of offerings on the ground floor is worth browsing, as is the basement for the range of global carpets. A definite don’t miss is dining at one of its three Jean-Georges Vongerichten restaurants: flagship ABC Kitchen, Latin-inspired ABC Cocina, and plant-based ABCV.



Chef Danny Meyer’s Mainstays, for All Budgets

A Shake Shack odyssey

When a hot dog cart popped up in Madison Square Park in 2001, it only had one goal: to support the park’s Conservancy’s first art installation. More than two decades later, it’s a permanent kiosk in the park, but more significantly, it has serious bragging rights as the world’s first Shake Shack.

Created by Danny Meyer to capture the flavors of American roadside grills, the global chain’s homegrown city roots embody the ethos of the restaurateur who opened his first restaurant Union Square Cafe in 1985 at age 27. Though that city mainstay moved from its original location to 19th St and Park in 2016, it still draws its inspiration hyper-locally from the Union Square Greenmarket. Meyer's restaurants can now be found all over the city, but this area remains the core. Here, you'll find Gramercy Tavern, known for its seasonal menus, and the first location of his bakery and coffee shop Daily Provisions. (While his Blue Smoke was also born in the neighborhood, its remaining location is in Battery Park.)

While Meyer has all the accolades from Michelin stars to James Beard Awards – 28 of the latter, what he’s really become known for is shaking up the dining industry by putting hospitality first, most notably addressing unequal pay by eliminating tipping at his restaurants in 2015 (the policy was reversed during the pandemic in 2020). His daughter, Hallie Meyer, is making her own stamp with the Italian gelato shop Caffè Panna – you can’t go wrong with the affogato sundae of the day.
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BEST SPOTS FOR LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Irving Plaza

Four historic brownstones combined into a theater-turned-rock-music-venue. Mainstream artists headline.

The Stand

A relative newcomer to the comedy scene in 2012, the 16th St venue already has a reputation for A-list stand-ups.

Gramercy Theatre

Historic art-movie theater, which now hosts fan-favorite music acts in a 650-capacity space.
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GREENMARKET VIBES

Ron Binaghi Jr. is a fifth-generation farmer at Stokes Farm.

‘I’ve been here [at Greenmarket] since day one [in 1976] — every Saturday since I was 16. I haven’t missed a day, even the day I graduated high school. I was here the day I got married…

‘The first day, there were 12 original farmers — I remember it like it was yesterday. What’s great about this place is that young and old, Black and white, pick your religion, Hindu, Jewish, Christian, Buddhist, everyone’s here at the same time and we all find something here.

‘There are customers in their mid-30s pushing strollers who used to be in strollers themselves here. The market crosses political and racial lines – food is the great unifier.’



Enjoy a Family Day Out

Easy fun with the tykes

Whether you’re traveling with young ones, or simply are a kid at heart, this part of town offers endless adventures, without the stress of having to navigate the crowded streets of Times Square where so many families tend to spend their days.

For those who’ve received their Hogwarts letters, the most magical is Harry Potter New York, a three-floor, 20,000 sq ft shop dedicated to the Wizarding World so massive that it’s listed in the World Record Academy. Make time for the Butterbeer Bar, which serves the sweet (non-alcoholic!) drink on draft or in bottles – and even in ice-cream form.

Nearby is one of the city’s most beloved independent children’s bookstores, Books of Wonder, which oozes with such character that it was the inspiration for Meg Ryan’s character’s shop in the 1997 rom-com You’ve Got Mail.

That same essence is captured just a couple of blocks away in toy form at family-run Kidding Around with mindfully curated gifts for kids of all ages. Then wrap play and shopping together at the flagship location of CAMP 5th Avenue, which hosts a rotating exhibit of experiences, often featuring recognizable favorite characters.

Finally, let loose at Evelyn’s Playground in Union Square, where climbing to the top of the metal dome is something of a badge of honor for city kids. Also in the neighborhood: Lego Store’s Flatiron location with an interactive mosaic maker, the National Museum of Mathematics, also known as MoMath, making learning fun through basketball and painting exhibits, and Lillie’s Victorian Union Square, featuring three-tier afternoon tea.

GREAT STAYS FOR ANY BUDGET

The New York Edition

Five-star location of Ian Scrager’s Marriott hotel with Michelin-starred restaurant The Clocktower. $$$

W New York Union Square

Recently refreshed beaux art property at the corner of Union Square that’s pet friendly. $$

Freehand New York

Former George Washington Hotel transformed into an artsy affordable stay with rooms ranging four beds to suites. $






Midtown
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THE HYPED, BEATING HEART OF THE CITY

Skyscrapers, Time Square, Broadway, amazing food and luxury shopping – all wrapped into one incredible district that everyone should experience at least once.
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Grand Central Terminal and the Chrysler Building | Jerome LABOUYRIE/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Long mythologized as the ‘Crossroads of the World’, Times Square is what people who have never been to New York City often picture as its emblem: commerce, crowds and around-the-clock entertainment. For feeling the rapid pulse of this burgeoning metropolis and its heady mix of hustlers, newcomers and aspiring Masters of the Universe, there is no better place to start.

Give in to the gravitational pull of shouldn’t-be-missed icons including Times Square, Broadway theaters, Grand Central Terminal, the Empire State Building and Tiffany & Co, as well as cultural knockouts including MoMA, the New York Public Library and the Morgan Library and Museum.

However, allow yourself to flow elsewhere, where New Yorkers go. Like tributaries upstream of a larger river, the streets to the east and west of Times Square gradually become neighborhoods. To the food-packed streets of Koreatown and Hell’s Kitchen, and to the lunchtime haunts of office workers like Bryant Park and hidden atriums and pocket plazas in Midtown East. This is where some of the country’s largest corporations are headquartered in millions of square feet of office space.

COVID-19 and the rise of remote work threatens Midtown’s business primacy; however, there’s no other part of the city so enthralled with, or endangered by, the proliferation of tall and shiny. Midtown has taken many monikers. In the late 19th century when it was vice central, the ‘Tenderloin’. Later, when thousands of immigrant workers were pushed into the area, the neighborhood south of Times Square became the Garment District.

During the late 19th-century Gilded Age, industrialists and financiers built mega mansions here. Few of Midtown’s survived, but those that did have mostly been converted into headquarters and boutiques for luxury brands on Fifth Ave. What you see in Midtown are holdouts and vestiges of previous eras, mixed with New York’s chameleon-like instinct to change with the times.
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DON’T MISS

TIMES SQUARE

Experience the bright and buzzing beating heart of Midtown.

KOREATOWN

One long block with everything from hot pots to barbecue to karaoke.

FIFTH AVE SHOPPING

Uber-luxury stores with astronomical price tags - but it’s free to look.

SKYSCRAPER OBSERVATION DECKS

Gain perspective on the city with skyline views.
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TOP SIGHTS

1 Bryant Park

2 Chrysler Building

3 Empire State Building

4 Grand Central Terminal

5 Morgan Library

6 Museum of Modern Art

7 New York Public Library

8 Paley Center for Media

9 St Patrick’s Cathedral

10 United Nations

SIGHTS

11 550 Madison Avenue Garden

12 AKC Museum of the Dog

13 Christies

14 Japan Society

15 Jazz Gallery

16 Philips

17 Rockefeller Center Concourse

18 Summit One Vanderbilt

19 Top of the Rock

20 Tudor City Greens

21 UN Gift Garden

SLEEPING

22 Plaza

23 Pod 51

24 Refinery Hotel

EATING

25 99 Cent Pizza

26 Bryant Park Grill

27 Deli El Chapincinto

28 Desi Galli

29 Dhaba

30 Dons Bogam

31 Ess-a-Bagel

32 Food Gallery 32

33 Grand Central Concourse & Market

34 Grand Central Oyster Bar & Restaurant


35 Hangawi

36 Her Name is Han

37 Jongro Bbq

38 Jongro Rice Hot Dogs

39 Jupiter

40 Keens

41 Kékí Modern Cakes

42 Monterrey

43 Sparks

see 41 Sundae’s Best

44 Taam Tov

45 The Hugh

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

46 535 Madison Avenue

47 Banjia

48 Bryant Park Cafe

49 Campbell Bar

50 Devoción

51 Felix Roasting Co

52 Gagopa Karaoke

53 Lantern’s Keep

54 Palm Court

55 Refinery’s Rooftop Bar

56 Remi Flower & Coffee

57 Strangelove Bar NYC

58 Subway Inn

59 Turntable LP Bar & Karaoke

ENTERTAINMENT

60 Friars Club

61 Paris Theater

62 Radio City Music Hall

63 Steve Cohen Chamber Magic

SHOPPING

64 Argosy

65 Bergdorf Goodman

66 FAO Schwartz

67 H Mart Supermarket

68 Leon Diamond’s

69 M&J Trimming

70 MoMA Museum & Design Stores

71 Saks Fifth Avenue

72 Tannen’s

73 Tiffany & Co

74 TraxNYC




TOP TIP

Newly inaugurated Grand Central Madison, built underneath Grand Central, links the LIRR to the east side of Manhattan for the first time. Now you can access the AirTrain at the Jamaica station for the final leg to JFK. The terminal which runs from 44th to 48th St, part of a project which originated in the 1990’s and cost over $11 billion, is full of sparkling terrazzo floors, Kiki Smith commissioned art and the longest escalator in the city.




Museum at FIT

More than just clothes

Fashionistas won’t want to miss a visit to the fabulous exhibits at the Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT), one of the world’s richest collections of garments, textiles and accessories – more than 50,000 items from the 18th century to the present day. The school’s museum features innovative, rotating exhibitions; recent ones include hip-hop style and another featured 300 of the museum’s 5000 pairs of shoes. Check the website for film screenings and talks, including with fashion designers and critics.
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Museum at FIT | Ajay Suresh/CC BY 2.0 ©

Museum of Arts & Design

Four floors of superlative design

Design obsessives and aesthetes are drawn to MAD’s galleries showcasing handicrafts, from blown glass and carved wood to elaborate metal jewelry. Temporary exhibitions are innovative: one past show displayed comedic ceramic sculptures; another was dedicated to Taylor Swift’s shifting looks. The sixth floor houses resident artists’ studios where you can interact with designers Thursday through Saturday. During ‘Studio Saturdays and Sundays,’ professional artists lead family-friendly hands-on workshops inspired by the exhibitions. The gift shop sells fantastic contemporary jewelry, while 9th-floor restaurant/bar Robert is perfect for cocktails with a view.

Bryant Park

Elegant central green space

This formerly crime-ridden hellscape in the 1970s, was converted into a Parisian-like leafy oasis in the early ‘90s. Office workers stream in at lunchtime, competing for scarce tables. Ping pong, played on the northern side, can be intensely competitive, as is chess played at tables on the south side. Bring a blanket and picnic dinner for cinema under the stars at the HBO Bryant Park Summer Film Festival; at Christmas, holiday gift vendors and an ice-skating rink take over. Among the park’s other attractions is the French-inspired, Brooklyn-made Le Carrousel. The patio bar of the lovely Bryant Park Grill is a perfect spot for a twilight cocktail and next door, Bryant Park Cafe is popular for after-five catch-ups (open mid-April to November).
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Carnegie Hall

Legendary concert hall

We all know the old joke, ‘How do you get to Carnegie Hall? Practice, practice, practice.’ But why is Carnegie Hall so special? Acoustics, acoustics, acoustics. The architect, William Burnet Tuthill applied the latest in European sound technology circa the 1890s to his design; from the curvature of the balconies to the shape of the ceiling and heavy velvet drapery. Tchaikovsky himself conducted on opening night and classical, jazz and folk greats have featured in the main Isaac Stern Auditorium. Smaller Zankel Hall hosts edgier, eclectic names, and intimate Weill Recital Hall is for chamber music. To learn about the hall’s history, take the highly recommended guided tour.

[image: jpg]

Carnegie Hall | DW labs Incorporated/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

New York Public Library

Grand temple to life of the mind

The two lion sculptures named ‘Patience’ and ‘Fortitude’ fronting the steps of the main branch of the New York City library system, once the largest marble structure in the US, promise something grand. And deliver they do. For bibliophiles, scholars and anyone looking for an inspiring space to read and write, the magnificent block-long 2nd-floor Rose Reading Room with its soaring coffered and celestially-themed painted ceilings is a dream. Access is now restricted to thrice-daily 15-minute guided tours or to those ‘with work to do’; show a book, notebook or computer with an intent to use and you’ll likely be ushered past the roped-off entrance. Intriguing temporary exhibits are in rooms on either side, as well as the large ground-floor space with museum-quality exhibitions. The newly opened large cafe and gift shop has only increased the foot traffic.

For more details about this mini-universe of books, art and architectural flourishes, join a free guided tour or grab a free audio guide from the information desk in the grand entry hall.



TOP SIGHT
Times Square

There’s no dimmer switch and it’s as bright at midnight as it is at noon. Whether it’s a techno utopia or dystopia, or somewhere in between, the visual clutter causes sensory overload. Packed, no matter the time, with travelers from abroad and the US, Times Square is a bit of Vegas, a soupçon of Disney and whole lot of new New York City.
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Digital World

The sight of acreage of signage, not building facades, is what you notice first. Exteriors are plastered with advertising, most notably digital billboards, many with videos that run non-stop selling everything imaginable. The very first electrified signs, for a whiskey brand, Budweiser and Studebaker wagons, went up in 1904 and one of the most famous and long-lasting was the ‘smoking’ Camel cigarette billboard that remained for decades. However, now you too can sell yourself at this mecca of consumerism. An 18,000 sq ft screen wrapped around the 46-story TSX Broadway at 49th St sells 15-second spots at $40 apiece to all takers, ads prohibited. It’s not surprising that a large portion turn out to be people filming themselves in Times Square while looking at themselves in Times Square.


DID YOU KNOW?

The descent of a 700lb wood-and-iron ball on New Year’s Eve is an icon of Times Square, but this wasn’t always how the new year was ushered in. The first three years were celebrated with fireworks, but, deemed a safety hazard, the ball drop was introduced in 1908.



People-Watching

The old Times Square was infamous, once known for its peep shows, X-rated film theaters and three-card monte scammers. Young families and tourists wouldn’t be caught dead here. The new version has crowds more globally representative than the United Nations and the always-on bright lights, like casinos without windows, mean kids won’t think it’s past their bedtime strolling around late at night (Broadway became known as ‘the Great White Way’ in the early 1900s because of the theater marquee lights). An estimated 130 million people walk through Times Square every year. Climb the 27 red glass steps at the TKTS booth at 47th St; like resting a boat behind a rock in Class 5 rapids, you can take in the madness without worrying about going under.


Icons

Times Square’s image and personality have been shaped by mass-marketed visuals, including historic photos like V-J Day ‘Kiss’ by Alfred Eisenstadt and the 1932 ‘Lunch atop a skyscraper’. And of course, the ball drop on New Year’s Eve. Around one million people still gather in Times Square every December 31 to watch a Waterford crystal ball descend from 1 Times Sq at midnight. (A 19th floor observation deck and museum on the building’s history are part of a massive renovation scheduled to be completed in 2024.) The celebration’s origins are wrapped up with another city institution – the New York Times.

At the turn of the 20th century, Times Square was an unremarkable intersection known as Longacre Sq. This changed with a deal made between subway pioneer August Belmont and NY Times publisher Adolph Ochs. Heading construction of the city’s first subway line (from Lower Manhattan to Harlem), Belmont realized that a Midtown business hub would encourage use of the line (and maximize profit). And Ochs agreed that moving to Broadway and 42nd St with an ‘in-house’ subway station would mean faster distribution of the newspaper, and more sales to commuters – and convinced mayor George B McClellan Jr to rename the square in the paper’s honor: Times Square.

Broadway

Lining the streets off Times Square, from 41st to 54th St, are nearly three dozen theaters from beaux arts to neo-Georgian to Venetian-Renaissance. The often-regal-looking theater facades are interesting counterpoints to the skyscrapers and cutting-edge signage competing for your attention. Of course, Broadway itself was once lined with theaters, several of which were controversially demolished to make way for the Marriot Marquis Hotel; the one with the rotating restaurant on the 47th floor. The upside of this debacle, according to many in the theater community (not necessarily the theater owners), was the historical landmarking of 22 venues – only live performances allowed.

Book your tickets to shows as far in advance as possible. Otherwise, try the TKTS Booth for cut-price same-day tickets or try playbill.com’s link for every show’s individual rush, lottery and standing room policies.


MUSIC ROW

At the corner of Broadway and 49th St, the humble-looking Brill Building is considered the most important generator of popular songs in the Western world. In 1962, over 160 music businesses were based here. It was a one-stop shop with artists, songwriters, musicians and producers all on-site.




TOP TIPS

• Skip Times Square restaurants and head to Restaurant Row, a single block of 46th St between Eighth and Ninth Aves, or to 9th Ave in Hell’s Kitchen for a variety of ethnic fare.

• Walking the sidewalks is a slog. Plenty of pedestrian plaza areas have been created. Use these when possible.

• Avoid hawkers, including costumed cartoon characters importuning kids and their parents for photos. You will be strongly, perhaps aggressively, encouraged to tip.

• Never drive through Times Square or even catch a cab here. Walk a few blocks east or west to avoid bumper-to-bumper traffic.
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TOP SIGHTS

1 Carnegie Hall

2 Fashion Institute of Technology

3 Museum of Arts & Design

4 Times Squaret

SIGHTS

5 American Folk Art Museum

6 Brill Building

7 Garment District

8 Hearst Tower

9 Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum

10 Madison Square Grd

11 Manhattan Community Boathouse

12 Museum of Broadway

13 The Edge

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

14 Manhattan Kayak Co

SLEEPING

15 Citizen M Times Sq

16 Civilian Hotel

17 Hotel Scherman

18 Margaritaville Resort Times Square

19 Moxy Hotel Times Square

20 Yotel

EATING

21 Barbetta

22 El Mil Sabores

23 Ellen’s Stardust Diner

24 Empanada Mama

25 Gallagher’s

26 Le Bernardin

27 Mercado Little Spain

28 Meske

29 Moynihan Food Hall

30 Pennsy Food Hall


31 Sardi’s

32 Taco No 1

33 Tasty Hand-Pulled Noodles

34 Tradisyon

35 Turnstyle Underground Market

36 Urban Hawker

see 34 Yakitori Torishin

37 Zoralie

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

38 As Is NYC

39 Bar Centrale

40 Billymark’s West

41 Break Bar

42 Don’t Tell Mamma

43 Electric Lemon

44 Jimmy’s Corner

45 Joe Allen’s

46 Karaoke Duet 53

47 MOBar

48 Mustang Harry’s

49 RPM Underground

50 Rudy’s Bar & Grill

51 Rum House

52 Scruffy Duffy’s

ENTERTAINMENT

53 Birdland

54 Jazz at Lincoln Center

55 Mitzi Newhouse Theater

56 Playwright’s Horizon

57 Signature Theatre

58 Speakeasy Magic

SHOPPING

59 Drama Book Shop

60 Flower District

61 Macy’s

TRANSPORT

62 Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises





MORE AT MOMA

When gallery fatigue sets in, recharge in MoMA’s Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Sculpture Garden, dotted with works by dexterous greats like Matisse, Giacometti and Picasso. Or try to catch a film at one of the gallery’s theaters; same-day tickets are free with admission (see moma.org/film). Families can take advantage of special tours and art talks geared for kids or drop by the Family Art Lab to create artworks of their own.



Museum of Modern Art

World-class collection of superstar artists

Quite possibly the greatest hoarder of modern masterpieces on earth, the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) is an aesthete’s promised land. With a vast collection, a scenic sculptural garden, and some of the best temporary shows in NYC, visiting the MoMA can feel like an overwhelming encounter with the sublime. Even the most committed naturalist would be hard pressed not to wonder in awe at the nearly infinite variety of expressions of creativity.

One of MoMA’s greatest strengths is its collection of abstract expressionism, an avant-garde movement at the time that it emerged in New York in the 1940s and ‘50s. Perhaps best known are the monumentally scaled drip paintings of Jackson Pollock like One: Number 31, 1950, de Kooning’s aggressively iconoclastic Woman I and Rothko’s color field paintings.

Many of the most celebrated works of contemporary art are on levels four and five, so best to tackle the museum from top down before the fatigue sets in. Must-sees include Van Gogh’s Starry Night, Dali’s The Persistence of Memory, Picasso’s Girl Before a Mirror and Chagall’s I and the Village.
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GALLERIES GALORE

Craving more contemporary and modern art after visiting MoMA? Then check out the Guggenheim, the Whitney and the New Museum of Contemporary Art.




Morgan Library & Museum

Jewel-box mansion with finest art

A man of many passions, with the passion to collect art, books and historical artifacts most prominent, John Pierpoint Morgan’s legacy as a patron of the arts rivals his renown as a financier and steel magnate. However, it’s difficult to grasp the amount of wealth he accumulated when you consider that the core of the Morgan Library only represents a fraction of the artwork he left behind. Much of the rest was donated by Morgan and his descendants to other cultural institutions, including an entire wing of the MET. The star attraction at this gem of a museum is Morgan’s vaulted, three-story-high wood-paneled library, with a 16th-century Dutch tapestry, a zodiac-theme ceiling and rare copies of the Gutenberg Bible. Its a bibliophile’s dream in its sumptuous richness, fit for European royalty, a super villain or a fictional head wizard. Nearly as impressive is the library’s entranceway, a rotunda with ceiling paintings representing the ancient world, Middles Ages and Renaissance. Other rooms include drawings, prints, historical manuscripts, and historically significant near Eastern and medieval objects.

The museum, which was opened to the public in 1928, consists of the primary and original main white marble library (circa 1906) resembling a Roman villa, annex galleries commissioned by Morgan’s son Jack in 1924 and the 2006 Renzo Piano–designed contemporary light-filled space that includes a sophisticated cafe.
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ANOTHER CHAPEL OF HIGH ART

The Frick Museum on the Upper East Side includes important paintings and objects, including the Limoges enamels and paintings in the Fragonard room acquired by Henry Clay Frick after JP Morgan’s death.




GRAND ARCHITECTURE

At the turn of the 20th century, New York entered a gilded age. Ruthless businessmen such as JP Morgan, Henry Clay Frick and John D Rockefeller – awash in steel and oil money and described as ‘robber barons’ by newspapers of the time – built themselves lavish manses. Public buildings grew more extravagant in scale and ornamentation. Architects, many of whom trained in France, came back with European design ideals. Gleaming white limestone replaced brownstone, first stories were elevated for dramatic staircase entrances, and buildings were adorned with Corinthian columns. Game-changing architectural firm McKim, Mead and White’s incredibly ornate Morgan Library is emblematic of the era.




Chrysler Building

Skyscraper with style

Opened in 1930 as the headquarters of the eponymous auto empire, the 77-floor Chrysler Building is New York’s most flamboyant example of art deco architecture, guarded by stylized eagles of chromium nickel and topped by a beautiful seven-tiered spire reminiscent of the rising sun. Topping out at 1046ft with its spire, it held the title of the world’s tallest building for 11 months until the nearby Empire State Building was built. The best view is from the corner of Third Ave and 44th St or the telescopes on the ESB observation deck. Although the Chrysler Building has no restaurant or observation deck, its lobby is a lavish consolation prize. Lobby guards will usher you around the edges. Above you is painter Edward Trumbull’s ceiling mural Transport and Human Endeavor. Purportedly the world’s largest mural at 97ft by 100ft, its depiction of buildings, airplanes and industrious workers on Chrysler assembly lines shows the golden promise of industry and modernity.
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Paley Center for Media

More shows than Netflix

In the age of streaming, there’s almost something anachronistic about the notion of a video library. However, as you’d expect from the country’s premier media center, the Paley Center has evolved with the times. You can still go full-on couch potato by screening your childhood favorite network TV shows, radio programs, along with their accompanying ads, or one of 160,000 other selections on your own personal consoles in the 4th-floor library. Check out the events calendar online for talks with high-profile actors, directors and the like, as well as screenings and great temporary exhibitions.


Grand Central Terminal

Glorious train station hall

Not commuting on the Metro North 6:10pm to Larchmont? Nevertheless, head to this beaux-arts masterpiece built during the era when train travel was evocative of romantic journeys. Be sure to stroll across the marble-trimmed concourse, dodging the scurrying hordes to the east or west balcony for a long gaze at the aquamarine-colored vaulted ceiling depicting, inaccurately, the constellations in the night sky. Check out the small sooty black rectangle in the northwest corner, a patch left uncleaned as a reminder of a 1990s renovation. At the far west end, pop into the Biltmore Room, aka ‘the Kissing Room’, reopened only in 2023, where couples could embrace away from the hustle and bustle. The vaulted landing directly below the bridge linking the Main Concourse and Vanderbilt Hall is home to one of Grand Central’s quirkier features, the so-called Whispering Gallery.

Feeling hungry or thirsty? There’s little reason to venture outside the station. Grand Central City Winery in the Vanderbilt Hall, besides drinks puts on music and comedy shows; there’s weekend jazz brunch at atmospheric Campbell; the Oyster Bar & Restaurant for fine dining; and the basement concourse food hall and Grand Central Market for fast casual.

Be sure to enter or exit at 42nd St, and walk a half-block south to catch the full view of Grand Central’s facade, crowned by America’s greatest monumental sculpture, The Glory of Commerce. Its protagonist is a wing-capped Mercury, the Roman god of travel and commerce.
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TENNIS, ANYONE?

With advance planning, you can even get a game of tennis in at the 4th-floor Vanderbilt Tennis Club, known only to New York’s tennis cognoscenti (during US Open week in August, the single court is usually reserved by pros). Court rental prices by the hour are pretty exorbitant, as you might expect; midnight to 2am is the most affordable slot. The easiest access is via the elevators halfway down the ramp to the Oyster Bar.




St Patrick’s Cathedral

The sacred amidst the profane

This massive French Gothic cathedral is one of the largest churches in the world and the largest Roman Catholic church in the US. Whatever its rank, once through its massive bronze front doors, there’s an undeniable feeling of awe. Officially consecrated in 1879 as the seat of the Archdiocese of New York, St Patrick’s took over 20 years to build. Of the 70 stained-glass windows, most spectacular is the 26ft Rose Window, only installed in the 1950s. The magnificent spires, however, which are best appreciated in front of the Atlas statue across the street at Rockefeller Plaza, took another nine years to complete. A basement crypt behind the altar contains the coffins of every New York cardinal and the remains of Pierre Toussaint, a champion of the poor and the first African American up for sainthood. It’s remarkable to think that when it was being built, the location was on the city’s periphery. Today, the church’s elaborately and elegantly carved façade stands in stark contrast to the temples of luxury consumerism nearby.
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United Nations

Where the world meets

On the far east side of Midtown, the United Nations sits on a platform over the FDR Drive in – technically at least – international territory, with great views of the expanding Queens skyline. Peek into the hallowed headquarters of the UN on an hour-long guided tour (prebooking and government-issued ID required). It’s gratifying to see the very meeting halls so often captured in news photos, and to glimpse the interpreters’ booths and other odd corners. The whole place has the mid-century flair you’d expect in a complex designed by Le Corbusier and Oscar Niemeyer. Bonus: an extremely eclectic art collection, donated by member states.



57th St Walking Tour

[image: jpg]

Dubbed ‘Billionaire’s Row’ because of a cluster of skyscraper condos casting shadows over Central Park and luxury boutiques catering to customers in a similar wealth bracket, this stretch of 57th St has dramatically altered the city’s skyline. Begin at 1 432 Park Ave, Uruguayan starchitect Rafael Viñoly’s super-slim tower, the first on the scene. At 1396ft, it’s the tallest residential building in the western hemisphere. Walk west for a quick stop at the glass-ceilinged atrium of 2 590 Madison Ave. An entrance to the lobby of the former President’s gold-plated 3 Trump Tower is on 57th St. Nearby, attached to the landmark-preserved old Steinway piano showroom, 4 111 W 57th St, rising 86 stories to 1428ft, is the slenderest of the bunch.

The food isn’t worth the price at the 5 Russian Tea Room, a little further west, but check out the lavishly furnished dining room. Continuing west, crane your neck up at the glass-covered 6 One57’s angled apex at over 1000ft. Venerable 7 Carnegie Hall is across the street. On the other side of Seventh Ave, above the street level Nordstrom’s at 217 W 57th St, 8 Central Park Tower, with a roof height of 1550ft makes it taller than even One World Observatory, minus the spire. Take a brief foray off 57th St, walking north on Broadway, then east half a block to 9 220 Central Park South, built in 2006, making it the granddaddy of the super-tall bunch. Back through Columbus Circle and south on Eighth Ave to 10 Hearst Tower’s diagonal-grid-patterned exterior resembling a honeycomb. The final half mile stretch on 57th St ends at one of the city’s most strikingly and distinctively-shaped buildings, the asymmetric, vaguely pyramidal  11 625 W 57th St or Via West.





BUILDING DRESSING

Scaffolding, or ‘sidewalk sheds’ in the city’s legal and construction parlance, are the equivalent of wearing sunglasses and a big hat. You can’t tell what some buildings look like behind all the forest-green wood (the city’s regulation color) and netting. Good to shelter under on rainy days, they’re also magnets for shady doings, obstruct sidewalks and block light for residents. And they’re ubiquitous features of New York’s physical geography, even if they’re generally regarded as eyesores. However, repairing the façade is often pricier than paying fines for leaving the scaffolding up, sometimes for many years. In fact, at least 1000 have been up three years or more, and a West Village building’s scaffolding finally came down in 2022 after 23 years.



Check Out the Bling at the Diamond District

Browse sparkling stones worth millions

Every year billions of dollars of diamonds are bought and sold on 47th St between Fifth and Sixth Aves. To the uninitiated, however, it’s a block lined with hundreds of lively, if unremarkable-looking ground-floor retail jewelry stores with hawkers calling out to passersby promising deals. But how do you know what’s a fair price for a stone that has no intrinsic value? The mantra repeated throughout 47th St is ‘Trust me.’ But the real action, the esoterica of the industry, is hashed out in the upper floors, in the cutting and polishing workrooms and the large Wall St-like trading floors where deals are consummated with the Yiddish expression, ‘Mazal and Bracha’ (good luck and blessings).

The character Adam Sandler played in the 2019 film Uncut Gems, a hyperaggressive wheeler-dealer with a shop in the district, represents a certain reality. However, it’s no longer only a redoubt for Orthodox Jews with an old-school traditional pitch. South Asian–owned businesses sit side by side with shops like TraxNYC and Leon Diamond’s ground floor store, aka Richie Rich’s place, that market their extravagantly carrotted ring designs and weighty gold chains to hip-hop artists, athletes and celebrities.

Unsurprisingly, the few eating spots on the block are primarily kosher. One worth a visit, up several flights of stairs above a nondescript diamond dealer storefront is Taam Tov, serving up Kosher Uzbeki, with a few Georgian and other Eastern European specialties in the mix. Think borsch, shish kebab and beef stroganoff; falafel and salads for vegetarians. And strangely, a Chinese food menu available to 5pm.
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OLD-SCHOOL STEAKHOUSES IN MIDTOWN

Keens

Opened in 1885 with unique display of smoking pipes and mutton chop special. $$$

Sparks

Come for the gangster history, stay for the classic prime sirloin. $$$

Gallagher’s

Legendary, as much for the prime rib as the viewable meat cooler. $$$



BEST OF THE REST

Midtown of course is big. Tourists generally keep to its midsection. Residential neighborhoods like Kips Bay, Murray Hill and Sutton Place on the east side don’t attract casual visitors. Worth highlighting is Curry Hill, a stretch of Lexington Ave between 26th and 30th Sts with around two dozen South Asian restaurants; favorites include Dhaba and Desi Galli. The incredibly shrinking Flower District, now basically shops on 28th St between Sixth and Seventh Aves, offers a kaleidoscopic array of flora. And the historically fascinating Garment District, between 34th and 42st Sts and Sixth and Eighth Aves, now known as the Fashion District, retains its architectural bones, and vestiges of clothes manufacturing; most of the costumes for Broadway are made here.



Old New York

Time capsules of another era

Iconic stalwarts like the 21 Club and Hotel Pennsylvania may have just recently finally succumbed, but some older neighborhoods and buildings still survive amid a real estate market continually hungry for redevelopment.

In Midtown, old New York often connotes a clubby social scene for the privileged or famous. Clubs, be they Ivy League universities accessible to alumni or the Century Association, a private organization for ‘arts and letters’ and veritable who’s who of New York’s political, literary and social elite, are headquartered in grand landmarked mansions. The Friars Club, a shrine to comedy legends like Johnny Carson and Carol Burnett and famous for its bawdy roasts, is, for now, a members’ only affair in a six-story brownstone.

But there are avenues into Old New York open to the public. Afternoon English high tea at the opulently furnished Palm Court in the Plaza Hotel is widely considered a quintessential NYC experience. Just south of the hotel is the very date-night-worthy Paris Theater, opened in 1948, making it one of the longest running theaters in the city. French films once had their US premiere here; these days, it’s programmed eclectically by its new operator – Netflix. And on the UES is the headquarters for the Explorers Club, an organization supporting scientific expeditions around the globe since 1904, with fascinating talks and screenings open to the public.

DIVE BARS IN MIDTOWN

Rudy’s Bar & Grill

Marked by a smiling pig figure outside, it only gets classier inside with free hot dogs.

Jimmy’s Corner

Memorabilia-lined walls and longtime haunt of boxing fans.

Strangelove Bar NYC

Punk-rock vibe with cheap beer and graffiti-covered walls.

Koreatown Smorgasbord

So many restaurants, so much variety

Once part of the Garment District, however after the first Korean-owned businesses moved in, attracting others, this stretch of 32nd St between Madison and Sixth Aves was dubbed K-Town. An enclave of primarily Korean street-level restaurants and groceries, the cavernous H Mart Supermarket is a great place to start exploring. Strolling the seemingly endless aisles, you’ll be amazed by the dizzying variety of kimchi, noodles, fried snacks, cuts of meat and more. For a quick bite and a taste of Korean street food, stop at Jongro Rice Hot Dogs. More appetizing than it sounds, perhaps, it’s a twist on the American fairground version of a corn dog (a hot dog dipped in batter, then fried), with your choice of toppings including ramen and panko bread crumbs. Rice K-Hotdog in Food Gallery 32, a blandly named but always lively fast food hall, also sells another version with its own unusual topping options. Another stall there, Mama, does croissant taiyakis, fish-shaped pastries with a choice of custardy fillings.

Two of the best of the nearly dozen spots for Korean barbecue are Dons Bogam and the more casual second-floor Jongro Bbq, which looks like a village square. A favorite lunchtime restaurant for mini hot pots and classic bulgogi with your own banchan (side dishes) is Her Name is Han. At Hangawi, discard your shoes and grab a floor cushion for haute vegetarian cuisine.

The variety of desserts available is equally vast, from Italian gelato infused with typically Korean flavors like misugaru choco pearls and injeolmi (mochi Korean rice cake) at  Sundae’s Best to Japanese-style cream puffs with distinctive fillings like ube and pistachio, or mini yuzu-glazed cheesecake at Kékí Modern Cakes (the original is in Chinatown).

For the full K-Town experience, check out Banjia for late-night Korean beer, cocktails and comfort food and book a karaoke room. One of the coolest, but also one of the smallest,  Turntable LP Bar & Karaoke, feels more downtown than midtown. It also serves outstanding Korean fried chicken, as good as at any K-Town specialty spot. One of the three karaoke rooms (best to make a reservation since it’s small for a neighborhood karaoke spot) is lined with Beatles albums.


[image: jpg]

Bergdorf Goodman | Leonard Zhukovsky/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


GOING ONCE, GOING TWICE...

Ever wonder what a billionaire’s version of Antiques Roadshow would look like? The behind-the-scenes appraisal part of the process, when everything from modernist masterpieces to ‘priceless’ watches, are displayed and the more thrilling event when the uber-wealthy bid on items, both in person and by phone, are open to the public. Only nighttime auctions sometimes require tickets. Careful with your movements. Wave to a friend and you might be on the hook for millions. Check the schedules for Christies, part of the Rockefeller Center complex, Philips, nearby on 57th St, and of course, maybe, most well known, Sotheby’s, which is uptown.



DIVE BARS IN MIDTOWN

Subway Inn

Iconic east-side watering hole, recently moved to its third location in over 85 years.

Billymark’s West

True grit or just grubby on the far west side of Midtown.

Break Bar

Not exactly a dive, but close enough. Down your drink and toss your glass, literally.

Shopping Fifth Avenue & Beyond

From M&Ms to diamonds

Whether merely ogling or actually buying, Midtown offers some of the finest stores in the city. Kitschy touristy shops abound in Times Square. Weed dispensaries pop up and go bust. And candy brands and the country’s professional sports leagues have colonized the area with massive emporiums selling paraphernalia. But the draw is luxury. Depending on your self-confidence or wealth, it’s not always a comfortable experience. Salespeople are trained to clock the merely curious from the serious and seriously liquid. However, there’s a frisson of excitement, even an adrenalin rush, stepping through the front doors of extremely high-end retailers like Chanel,  Gucci and Louis Vuitton. Purses sit isolated on shelves, resembling sculptures in a museum.

Because of its position in popular culture, Tiffany & Co sees its fair share of jewelry window-shoppers. The clothes and goods on display in the department store Bergdorf Goodman, operating since 1899, are of the highest quality with prices to match; women’s jackets can run up to tens of thousands of dollars. BG, the 7th-floor restaurant, has views of the southeast corner of Central Park, but the window into the world of Upper East Side old New York money and ‘ladies who lunch’ is just as interesting. The flagship Saks Fifth Avenue, another iconic department store, has ten floors of stylishly displayed luxury brands, including ones that resemble pop-up installation pieces; discount racks towards the front on some floors will save you hundreds. Windows are dressed up and illuminated in elaborate winter holiday displays around the end of November. Southwest from this assemblage of opulence and more accessible is Macy’s, in the heart of Greeley Sq and once the world’s largest store at over 2 million sq ft and stretching all the way from Broadway to Seventh Ave on 34th St. The store’s iconic red star logo was inspired by a tattoo on the hand of the founder Rowland Hussey Macy, a Nantucket whaling captain.

Check out the plaque near the main Broadway entrance dedicated to one of the store’s original owners, Isidor Straus, who along with his wife died in the sinking of the Titanic in 1912.
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DIAMOND DISCOUNTS (RELATIVELY SPEAKING)

Before paying through the teeth for jewelry on Fifth Ave stores like Tiffany & Co or any of the high-end department stores, head to the Diamond District on 47th St where you’ll generally avoid the markup for fancy packaging and brand names.
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WHY I LOVE MIDTOWN

Michael Grosberg, Writer

When I want to take off my jaded New Yorker glasses and see the city through the fresh eyes of a newcomer, I come to Times Square, usually to see a Broadway show. There’s something infectious about witnessing the awe and joy of others as they marvel at the crush of humanity and there’s no denying the anticipatory excitement of waiting for the curtain to lift on a big, over-the-top musical. But Midtown’s Koreatown and Hell’s Kitchen are also two of my favorite Manhattan neighborhoods to eat in terms of volume and variety of choices. They’re what the city’s about.



QUICK, CHEAP EATS IN MIDTOWN

Taco No 1

One branch of West Coast transplant with long lunchtime lines. $

99 Cent Pizza

For a dollar, what do you expect. It’s fine, if lines aren’t long. $

Deli El Chapincinto

Guatemalan in Midtown East with hot offerings of beef, chicken and fish stews, and more. $



NIGHTTIME COLORS

Since 1976, the Empire State Building’s top 30 floors have been floodlit in a spectrum of 16 million colors (not a typo) each night, reflecting seasonal and holiday hues, or for local sports teams or charitable organizations. Famous combos include orange, white and green for St Patrick’s Day; blue and white for Chanukah; red, white and green for Christmas; and rainbow colors for Gay Pride weekend in June. For a full rundown of color schemes and the schedule, check the QR code.




ALTERNATE VIEWS

Of course, One World Observatory downtown rivals the Midtown skyscraper’s views and the excellent Skyscraper Museum in Battery Park City in lower Manhattan provides great historical context for this vertical city.



QUICK, CHEAP EATS IN MIDTOWN

Ess-a-Bagel

Longtime kosher deli with excellent bagels and sandwich options. $

Tengri Tagh

Sit down for Uyghur specialties like dumplings, stews, noodles and lamb. $

Empanada Mama

Times Square and Hell’s Kitchen locations with over two dozen filling choices. $

Bird’s-Eye Views

Breathtaking skyscraper observation decks

Pounding the pavement, it’s difficult to grasp the size and scope of the city. Only sky-high views provide a perspective on its immensity, as well as its well-designed geometry. On clear days, you can see out to JFK in the east and the New Jersey suburbs to the west. And compared to the highest observation deck in the city at the One World Observatory downtown, these skyscrapers are situated amid the Midtown urban forestry which in itself is worth observing in a relative close-up. If possible, head up just before sunset to see the city transform from day to glittering night.

The classic, still drawing down-the-block crowds despite new upstarts, is the Empire State Building, forever immortalized in film by an overgrown gorilla swatting at planes while perched atop its spire. Long lines can be a drag, with seemingly endless queueing, including an airport-level security check, however, the most notable downside is you can’t see the Empire State Building from the Empire State Building.

The ESB has two observation decks: the main one on the 86th floor, which is outdoors, and a tiny round room with floor-to-ceiling windows on the 102nd floor, at the tippy-top of the mast. Given the 102nd floor costs at least an additional $34, it’s fair to say the 86th alone is plenty satisfying. On the way up, the elevators let you out on the 80th floor for some exhibits and views. On the 86th floor, train the binoculars on the nearby Chrysler Building, to admire its splendid deco details.

Cleverly designed for the Instagram age and working under the assumption people demand distractions wherever they may be, Summit One’s 91st and 92nd floors include infinity mirrors and a room filled with silver balloons good for batting around. Before boarding the elevator (or you could climb the 3921 stairs), guests don protective booties and sunglasses (if you don’t have your own). Even bathrooms look out onto the city – standing in the men’s, the top of the Chrysler Building looms nearby. Well-engineered traffic flow directs you up to the 93rd floor outdoor terrace with a cafe-bar before lining up for the elevator down.
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Hudson Yards’ skyscrapers look like a mini Dubai. The tallest of the bunch, the Edge, takes the viewing experience, well, to the edge – and beyond, with adrenaline boosters such as slanted glass fencing that encourages you to lean out and a small area of glass floor to peer down at taxis 100 floors below. It tends to be less crowded than the others and because its at the southwest edge of Midtown, provides the least obstructed views of downtown and the Hudson River and New Jersey. For real thrills and not for the acrophobic, you can don a helmet and harness and climb outside for the highest open-air building ascent in the world ($185, minus deck entry price).

The Top of the Rock, crowning the central Comcast Building (aka 30 Rockefeller Plaza, formerly called the GE Building) has three levels of blockbuster vistas, notably, 360-degree ones from the 70th floor. It’s 850ft up where there are no glass barriers, making it great for photos; it also affords the best views of all the 57th St supertall buildings, SUMMIT One and the Empire State Building. More straightforward than the others, with less fussy add-on exhibits, displays and commodification, it’s a great choice in terms of ease and convenience.

Timed online ticket reservations for all.
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BEST LOBBY ART OPEN TO THE PUBLIC IN MIDTOWN

Chrysler Building

Edward Trumbull’s ceiling mural Transport and Human Endeavor, purportedly the world’s largest mural, depicts buildings, airplanes and workers on Chrysler assembly lines.

30 Rockefeller Plaza

José Maria Sert’s American Progress replaced Mexican artist Diego Rivera’s original painting, rejected by the Rockefellers for containing ‘communist imagery.’

Hearst Tower

Home to Richard Long’s Riverlines, a 70ft mural made using mud from New York’s Hudson River and England’s River Avon.

535 Madison Avenue

The building’s permanent collection includes works by Jean Debuffet, Fernand Leger and other well-known contemporary artists.



MIDTOWN KARAOKE BARS

RPM Underground

Go on weekends for the bottomless drinks and karaoke brunch.

Karaoke Duet 53

Reasonably-priced drinks and not far north of Broadway theaters.

Gagopa

One of Koreatown’s cheapest and a BYOB like many others.



AIRSHIP PARKING

A locked, unmarked door on the 102nd-floor observation deck of the Empire State Building leads to one of New York’s most outrageous pie-in-the-sky projects: a narrow terrace intended to dock zeppelins. Spearheading the dream in 1928 was former New York governor Alfred E Smith and head honcho of the Empire State Building project. When plans for the secret spire of the competing Chrysler Building were revealed, Smith declared that the top of the ESB would sport an even taller mooring mast for transatlantic airships. There were two (major) oversights: dirigibles require anchoring at both ends and passengers cannot exit the craft through the giant helium-filled balloon. The plan never got off the ground.



FOOD COURTS IN MIDTOWN

Urban Hawker

Stalls specializing in Singaporean-style street food like Hainanese chicken rice and Indonesian layer cake.

Mercado Little Spain

José Andrés buoyant and colorful Spanish answer to Eataly, with several specialty sit-down restaurants and more.

Grand Central Concourse & Market

Station basement with casual food and market with European gourmet purveyors.

Bright Lights off Broadway

Off-stage theater community

Seeing a show on Broadway. Other than work, that’s what brings New Yorkers to the neighborhood. And hordes of talented aspiring actors and singers from Akron to Wichita come with dreams of performing on Broadway. It’s a dream factory. A cutthroat one at that: the reality usually involves waiting tables or the like for years while auditioning for bit parts. But being part of the spectacle, especially for musicals with dazzling over-the-top costumes and sets and stirring scores, and the adulation of theatergoers and their thunderous applause, is too much to resist.

In the meantime, being part of a community, that’s real, and you feel it at certain neighborhood haunts. For a taste of old-school insider Broadway there’s no better place than Sardi’s, a restaurant whose walls are covered with caricatures of its famous patrons. Bar Centrale and Joe Allen’s, both on 46th St’s Restaurant Row, are favorite watering holes for those in the biz. At super-fun ‘50s-themed Ellen’s Stardust Diner you can’t help but applaud when the talented waitstaff belt out show tunes and pop songs while picking up your check. Don’t Tell Mamma, a piano bar that has been around for decades, draws talented cabaret performers, most up-and-coming looking for their break, and the occasional high profile name dropping in for impromptu performances. And rub elbows with theater cognoscenti perusing scripts and attending talks at the Drama Book Shop, designed by Hamilton’s scenic designer.

Can’t make it to a show? The interactive Museum of Broadway, open since 2022, is worth visiting, especially for theater kids and their parents. Costumes, artifacts and paraphernalia from some of Broadway’s most iconic productions, including  Oklahoma, Hair, Cats and The Producers are on display. Don’t miss the incredible 3D diorama of the Wicked theater showing all the facets of backstage production, as well as the state of the art sound board and costume sketches.



THE AKC MUSEUM OF THE DOG

Dog lovers who miss out on the over-the-top pomp and circumstance of the televised Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show (held at Madison Square Garden for many decades until it moved to the USTA Billie Jean King Tennis Center in Flushing Meadows, Queens in 2023), can get their canine fix at the AKC Museum of the Dog. The highlight is the upstairs library filled with shelves on every breed of dog, as well as, most importantly, several dozen books on behavioral issues. The airy first-floor galleries contain paintings of yes, dogs, as well as temporary exhibitions, like one on the evolution of the dog collar. Dogs are welcome, along with their owners, on some Friday evenings.



FOOD COURTS IN MIDTOWN

Rockefeller Center Concourse

Updated underground corridors with mostly boutique, casual and upscale sit-downs.

The Hugh

Housed in airy and spacious office building atrium with mix of upscale fare from burgers to West African.

Moynihan Food Hall

You don’t have to be a commuter to enjoy the food and drink options at this venue across from Penn Station.



6½ AVENUE

Want to avoid several congested midday blocks on Sixth and Seventh Aves? Take the shortcut between 57th and 51st Sts, also known as Holly Whyte Way. The only NYC street identified with a fraction, this six-block network of public passageways alongside and through buildings makes a handy and whimsical shortcut for office workers and visitors alike. In order to encourage use of these public spaces, the city has obligingly installed 6½ Ave street signs and crosswalks.



Tour a Quiet (Madison Square) Garden

Close-up looks at iconic stadium

Madison Square Garden, often described as ‘the Mecca’ of basketball (usually by long-beleaguered fans of the NBA’s New York Knicks), is more than just home to pro basketball and the NHL’s Rangers. Frazier defeated Ali for the heavyweight boxing title here in 1971 and Billy Joel and Drake were recently alternating concert dates. If you’re not interested in shelling out for a game or pricey performance, MSG’s tour is worth booking. Built over Penn Station after the original’s controversial demolition, the stadium’s façade resembles a derelict office complex from the ‘70s. Inside, after a massive 2011 renovation, it’s a gleaming state-of-the-art facility. What happens to MSG and Penn Station moving forward is one of the most contentious evergreen city battles, pitting politicians, architects, city planners and billionaire developers against one another.

The tour takes you down to the floor, up to VIP boxes and around the arena. Surprisingly, considering they’re dressing and un-dressing rooms for sweaty athletes, the Rangers and Knicks lockers room standing only a few feet apart, are as plushly carpeted and upholstered as a luxury hotel lobby (maybe not surprising when you consider they make millions to tens of millions of dollars a year). If you’re in the neighborhood during a sporting event at MSG without tickets, Scruffy Duffy’s and Mustang Harry’s are the next best things; you can share a drink with screaming and groaning fans.
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ROCKEFELLER PLAZA

Before or after taking a tour of Radio City Music Hall, check out the citywide views from the Top of the Rock and other features of Rockefeller Plaza, like the skating rink and newly revitalized lower concourse restaurants.



FINE DINING IN MIDTOWN

Grand Central Oyster Bar & Restaurant

Set under a vaulted ceiling, serving great seafood. Lobster stew is made to order. $$$

Yakitori Torishin

Hells’ Kitchen Michelin-starred yakitori (grilled chicken) with set-menu options and seasonal vegetables. $$$

Le Bernardin

For seafood-lovers with the budget, triple-Michelin-starred Le Bernardin is your fine-dining holy grail. Book ahead. $$$



FUN FACTS ABOUT TIMES SQUARE

Broadway was dubbed ‘the Great White Way’ because it was one of the first streets in the country to be illuminated by electric lights.

‘Lobster palaces’ were the place to see and be seen in Midtown from the 1890s to WWI. These were essentially, large nightclubs that served seafood and attracted high rollers, chorus girls and hangers on.

Camel cigarettes had a billboard in Times Square that survived for decades. But its longevity is less interesting than the fact that the sign featured a steam-blowing machine that pushed out ‘smoke’ every few seconds.

A few of the very first electrified ads in Times Square in 1904 were for a whiskey brand, Budweiser and Studebaker wagons.



Behind the Stage at Radio City Music Hall

Backstage pass to historic stage

Described as visual jazz, Radio City Music Hall’s grand foyer will have you oohing and aahing at its art deco magnificence and massive Ezra Winter mural Fountain of Youth. But as you might expect at this cornerstone of the Rockefeller Center complex, everything is big and bold here. The stage is the size of an entire city block, the curtain weighs 4000 pounds and the stage’s hydraulic system can lift over 80 tons – so the time six adult elephants were raised from the basement was no big deal. Sign up for one of its regularly scheduled tours. Don’t miss the old-school downstairs bathrooms either: the beautiful statue Spirit of the Dance stands in front and the women’s side has a now-never-seen row of chairs for primping. Perhaps the highlight of the tour is the brief talk by a working member of the Rockettes. She pops out of a dressing room fully costumed to recite a script on the troupe’s demanding rehearsal and performance schedule. Mention the ‘Rockettes,’ though, and most self-consciously cynical New Yorkers will roll their eyes. Press a little further and most will also admit they saw the show, at least as kids, or took their kids for a treat. Fans of glitz and kitsch will still thrill to the troupe’s annual Christmas Spectacular which debuted in 1933.

Hell’s Kitchen Global Eats

Go on a world food tour

Forever immortalized by the Broadway musical-cum-film West Side Story, this neighborhood, stretching along Ninth and Tenth avenues between 37th and 55th streets retains some of its low-rise grit. And its more contemporary reputation as a hotspot for gay bars and clubs. However, gentrification in the form of the occasional high-rise condo development is nothing new and Hell’s Kitchen’s identity lives in the shadow of Times Square–related commercialism expanding along Eighth Ave, and the giant Hudson Yards skyscrapers looming in the south.

But the neighboring growth hasn’t overshadowed its eclectic dining scene, and few global regions aren’t represented. Besides favorites below, Thai, Japanese, Brazilian, Filipino, Argentinian and Jamaican cuisines are well represented. Pop into El Mil Sabores for reasonably priced authentic Mexican fare, including the Mil Sabores torta loca (grilled chicken, eggs and sausage); it’s a few tables, and a small grocery selling ingredients for home-cooked Mexican meals. Try Tradisyon for bowls of Filipino specialties like sisig, sinigang and various adobos and Tasty Hand Pulled Noodles, with noodle selections combined with dumplings or soup and meat. There’s also long-running neighborhood standby Meske for Ethiopian fare and hole-in-the-wall Zoralie for cheap Dominican prepared dishes; best for takeout.

Before hopping on a train at the Columbus Circle subway station, grab something to-go, or a haircut at the barbers, at the Turnstyle Underground Market, a food hall just before the turnstiles and between the 57th and 58th Sts entrances on Eighth Ave (no MetroCard required). Standouts include Lisa’s Dumplings, Blintz Box and Criollas Baked Empanadas.
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FINE DINING IN MIDTOWN

Jupiter

Just off Rockefeller’s skating rink, chef-driven pasta specialties and especially creative appetizers. $$$

Barbetta

Linger at this gorgeous Restaurant Row time warp for Piedmontese specialties such as gnocchi and risotto. $$$

Monterrey

Stunning art deco dining room glamour, innovative ‘fusion American’, plus tableside cart service. $$$


WHAT ARE THOSE THINGS?

Water towers. Not the sexiest subject matter. But these important facets of the city’s infrastructure are literally everywhere. You can’t miss the massive wooden barrels perched on steel legs when seeing the city on high from a skyscraper observation deck. There are approximately 17,000 with most holding between 5000 to 10,000 gallons of water, and somehow, only three family-run multigenerational companies serve this market. Buildings six stories and taller are required by law to have a rooftop tank, since the water pressure isn’t enough to serve upper floors on demand. The tanks take their time to fill and then gravity sends the water back down coursing through pipes when needed.



MIDTOWN CAFES FOR A QUICK BREAK

Remi Flower & Coffee

Part flower shop and part coffee shop with latte art almost too good to drink.

Felix Roasting Co

Unique and beautiful hideaway in the Nomad Hotel, a bit of a splurge for its specialty lattes.

Devoción

Cozy living room feel with Brooklyny-vibe, unsurprising since its flagship is in Williamsburg.

It’s Magic

Learn some new tricks

As you’d imagine, if you were to think about it, NYC’s magic scene is centered in Midtown. Relatively under the radar, magic

in the city is nevertheless experiencing a golden era. Never before have there been so many regular live performances. They run the gamut from tuxedoed old-school impresarios in gilded ballrooms to intimate gatherings echoing a downtown speakeasy, all with a New York edge.

The foundation is Tannen’s. Not exactly a secret, however, there’s little casual foot traffic reaching this historically iconic magic shop on the sixth floor of a nondescript Midtown office building. Michael Chabon refers to it in his novel The Amazing Adventures of Cavalier & Klay and David Copperfield’s private magic museum in Las Vegas has an entire room designed as an exact replica of Tannen’s. Amateurs and pros can pick up magic ephemera, old antiquey apparatuses and tricks like ‘pen through quarter’ and ‘floating matchstick’. Staff demo tricks, however, the ‘secrets’, are only revealed privately after purchasing. Some of best magicians in the world still hang out here.

Several mind-bending shows are worth checking out. Magic After Hours with Noah Levine is held in a darkened Tannen’s with a charming Levine holding court at the head of a small card table. Amidst the polished patter and remarkable close-up tricks, Noah recounts the shop’s history.

The self-styled ‘millionaire’s magician’ show Steve Cohen Chamber Magic is held in a gold-painted ballroom in the Palace Hotel (previously, the venue was a Waldorf Astoria apartment). Inspired by formal parlor entertainers of 19th-century France and England, and dressed to match (there’s a dress code for the audience as well), Cohen’s honed delivery of creative iterations of classic card tricks ends with his signature showpiece called ‘think a drink’: from an old, small teapot, he can somehow pour any drink, from tomato juice to whiskey, that audience members request.

Asi Wind’s Inner Circle features one of the best card magicians in the world, with a twist. Upon entering the theater, you write your initials and name on an individual card and Wind works his magic with this personalized deck of 150 names. Other recommended shows include Speakeasy Magic ~in the Flatiron District not far south of Midtown, with four or five roaming magicians, all with their own unique talents and style; Dan White’s show The Magician; Monday Night Magic, the longest-running show in the city; and wherever Derek DelGaudio might be performing. As Is NYC, a Hell’s Kitchen bar, is the closest approximation to a magician’s hangout. One of the owners is part of the ‘magic community’; regardless, it’s worth a stop for the great beer selection.
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BEST GREEN SPACES IN MIDTOWN

UN Gift Garden

Garden with politically inspired sculptures on the north side of the complex. Views of the East River and Queens.

DeWitt Clinton Park

Popular Hell’s Kitchen space, the largest amount of greenery in the area with football and soccer fields.

Tudor City Greens

Privately owned but open to the public, an oasis of gardens and benches.

550 Madison Avenue Garden

Glass-canopy-covered space with landscaped gardens, waterfall and plenty of seating.



OFF-BROADWAY THEATERS IN MIDTOWN

Mitzi Newhouse Theater

Lincoln Center’s intimate theatre in the round dedicated to new work by prominent playwrights.

Playwright’s Horizon

Catch the next big thing at this writer’s institution fostering contemporary American works.

Signature Theatre

Showcase of inventively written plays and innovative revivals west of Times Square.



BEST ONLY-IN-NYC STORES IN MIDTOWN

Argosy

Since 1925 this landmark has filled its six stories with fine antiquarian items such as books, art monographs and more.

FAO Schwarz

Synonymous with NYC and kids toys since 1870, still has the giant floor piano that Tom Hanks made famous in the movie Big.

M&J Trimming

Since 1936, this Garment District mainstay has been inspiring designers with array of buttons, beads, sequins, rhinestones, feathers and more.

MoMA Museum & Design Store

Stocks gorgeous books (criticism, architecture, kids’ picture books) as well as art posters and one-of-a-kind knickknacks.



Midtown Jazz

Best venues of the genre

Greenwich Village and Harlem aren’t the only neighborhoods with top-flight jazz venues. Located within Midtown’s confines are three of the city’s best. Perhaps, the most cachet goes to Birdland, named after Bebop legend Charlie Parker (aka ‘Bird’) who headlined the original club in 1949. These days, the intimate space features big names; a smaller basement theater hosts newer artists. Every Friday at 5:30pm, the house big band does an electrifying set, often drawing excellent dancers. Perched atop the Time Warner Center tower at Columbus Circle, Jazz at Lincoln Center comprises three state-of-the-art spaces helmed by artistic director and trumpeter Wynton Marsalis: midsized Rose Theater; panoramic, glass-backed Appel Room; and chummy Dizzy’s Club. It’s the last of these that you’re most likely to visit, given its nightly shows (cover charge $15 to $40). The talent here is exceptional, as are the dazzling Central Park views. The Jazz Gallery, not to be overlooked, is generally regarded as one of the most innovative performance spaces, hosting and encouraging young and emerging talents. However, it’s an ordinary space with nothing in the way of atmosphere. Come for the music and get your drinks elsewhere.

LONG-RUNNING BROADWAY PLAYS

Lion King

Catchy songs – you know ‘em – and spectacular, innovative costumes and sets; great for kids.

Wicked

Clever take on classic story, with pop-y songs, especially popular with teenage girls.

Book of Mormon

Old-fashioned song and dance and contemporary comedic satire of religion.



BEST EVENTS HAPPENING IN MIDTOWN

Armory Show

At the Javits Center since 2021, top galleries, collectors, buyers and art-world hangers on.

NY Comic Con

Cavort in costumes with a quarter of a million rabid pop-culture fans.

Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade

Massive cartoon character balloons, their minders and thousands of onlookers line a 2.5-mile route.

NY Boat Show

Fans of Bravo’s Below Deck, and others, can climb aboard motoring vessels, in a convention center.

Christmas tree lighting at Rockefeller Center

The city’s yuletide season starts with a flick of the switch and 50,000 LED lights.



Classic Cocktails

Mix it up in style

There’s nothing like a stiff drink in a classic Midtown watering hole. Leather banquettes and the glow of mahogany, the echo of a bygone, more glamorous era. Campbell Bar, a railroad baron’s 1920s-era secret hideaway with a stunning hand-painted ceiling and stone fireplace at Grand Central Terminal will have you feeling like a Rockefeller waiting for a Carnegie. Lantern’s Keep is a dark, intimate salon, set off the lobby of the Iroquois Hotel specializing in classic drinks, some straight from the late 19th century and others inspired by the era. Chat with the passionate, bow-tied bartenders for recommendations. For a slice of old New York, Rum House in the Hotel Edison can’t be beat. It’s revered for its rums and whiskeys. Savor them straight up or mixed in impeccable cocktails like Her Name is Kiki Bridges (a potent and innovative mix of rums). Adding to the magic is nightly live music, spanning solo piano tunes to jaunty jazz trios and sentimental divas. And live the posh life at the St Regis Hotel’s ultraluxe King Cole Bar,named for the devilish 1906 mural behind the bar.

Hotel Rooftop Drinks

Get a buzz from the vistas

Stylish moonlit soirees, ranging, from glitzy to clubby, some with loungey cabanas, others more formally sophisticated, all these rooftop bars have fabulous views for the price of a drink or two. And you don’t have to be a guest to enjoy, though it helps since only an elevator ride separates you from your bed (there are others that are ‘members’ and guests only). Broadway-themed Civilian Hotel’s Starchild Rooftop is a lively choice even for the non-theater-inclined, with a retractable roof and sightlines extending over Hell’s Kitchen down to Hudson Yards and across the Hudson River to New Jersey; it’s a scenester’s scene and DJ heavy on weekend nights.

Housed in a landmarked building, the fun, stylish and design innovative Moxy Times Square Hotel’s Magic Hour Rooftop Bar & Lounge fosters whimsical and sometimes themed amusement-park-like nights. Mobar, in Columbus Circle’s Mandarin Hotel, is a super swanky lounge looking out from the 35th floor to twinkling lights of buildings along the south end of Central Park. The Empire State Building towers near the Refinery’s Rooftop Bar with a retractable glass roof for rainy nights. Sweeping Hudson River views and full menu are on offer at Hudson Yard’s five-star Equinox Hotel’s Rooftop Terrace called Electric Lemon; it’s the largest, most upscale and trendiest of the bunch.
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HOTEL CHAINS WORTH NOTING IN MIDTOWN

Moxy Hotel Times Square

Urban camping aesthetic with Ritz Carlton–level bedding and recommended Legasea restaurant and rooftop bar. $$

Citizen M Times Square

Communal areas are upbeat, contemporary and buzzing, and rooms are space-agey and compact. $$

Margaritaville Resort Times Square

Ignore the cheesiness and enjoy the pool and the drinks, the latter for adults. $$



GAMBLING WITH THE FUTURE

The race is on to bring Las Vegas style casinos to Midtown. Major gaming developers have targeted Times Square, Hudson Yards near the UN, as well as Coney Island and Queens near Citi Field. Even luxury department store Saks Fifth Avenue is hoping to get in the game with a bid to convert the top three floors of its flagship building into an understated Monte Carlo version. As if that weren’t enough, another developer is planning a 260ft-tall-drop amusement park-style ride from a hotel to be built just west of Times Square.



Riverfronts & Riverviews

Along the shores of the Hudson River

It’s easy to forget Manhattan is an island. And like waterfront property the world over, real estate is at a premium. However, the city’s history is chock-a-block with urban planning that has marred its shorelines, notably by Robert Moses–inspired transportation works like the FDR Drive, extensions to the West Side Hwy and the dead zone occupied by Lincoln Tunnel on- and off-ramps.

Midtown’s coastal assets are most notably on the west side. The Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum, a hulking aircraft carrier that survived both a WWII bomb and kamikaze attacks houses an impressive interactive military museum that tells its tale through videos, historical artifacts and frozen-in-time living quarters. The flight deck features fighter planes and military helicopters, which might inspire you to try the museum’s high-tech flight simulators.

On a pier just to the Intrepid’s south, board a Circle Line tour for another perspective on the city’s profile. The 1½-hour Landmarks cruise is one of those one-time-musts for most New Yorkers, visitors and a classic rite of passage for summer finance interns, usually on the boozy nighttime one. Next door to Circle Line’s pier on Pier 94 (at 44th St),  Manhattan Kayak Co offers a variety of kayaking and stand-up paddleboarding classes and tours. To try out kayaking on the Hudson for free, in a more limited area, head north to Pier 96 (at 55th St) to the Manhattan Community Boathouse.


IT TAKES ONE TO KNOW ONE

These supertalls are visible from all of the skyscraper observation decks in Midtown. However, the views from SUMMIT One are the most unobstructed.



HOTELS FOR ALL BUDGETS IN MIDTOWN

Pod 51

Dream come true for folks who would like to live inside a cocoon. Otherwise, sip a drink on the perky rooftop deck. $

Hotel Scherman

Small, boutique, more spacious rooms than others at price point with enviable location to boot. $

Yotel

Cool hotel with rooms based on airplane classes: small with floor-to-ceiling windows with killer views. $$



BEST FREE MIDTOWN ACTIVITIES

Japan Society

Elegant exhibitions of both traditional and contemporary Japanese art, textiles and design in a calming cultural center.

American Folk Art Museum

Treasure trove of self-taught artistry featuring three small galleries with rotating exhibits.

New York Public Library

Step inside the library to peek at its spectacular Rose Reading Room and ground-floor museum-like exhibitions.

Bryant Park Picnic Performances

Sprint to grab a spot on the lawn to watch a movie under the stars in summertime.



HOTELS FOR ALL BUDGETS IN MIDTOWN

Civilian Hotel

Broadway-themed public spaces, vibey ground floor restaurant, Rosedale Kitchen, and great rooftop lounge. $$

Plaza

Set in a landmark French Renaissance–style building, the iconic Plaza’s 282 guest rooms are a regal affair. $$$

Refinery Hotel

Once a hat factory, now 12 floors of cool, design-literate, faintly industrial rooms with custom furnishings. $$$






Upper East Side
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WORLD-CLASS MUSEUMS AND OLD-MONEY AIRS

The Upper East Side (UES) is a swath of old-school elegance sloping from Central Park to the East River.
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The Upper East Side (UES) is a swath of old-school elegance sloping from Central Park to the East River. Synonymous with NYC’s blue bloods, this is where the Vanderbilts once threw extravagant balls and septuagenarian socialites still hold court within lavish prewar apartment buildings.

Starting from the west, there’s Fifth Ave, chockablock with first-rate cultural institutions like the Met and officially designated the ‘Museum Mile’ from 82nd St to the top of the park. Madison Ave is the go-to strip for high-end clothing boutiques and ritzy restaurants frequented by ‘ladies who lunch.’ Pass the doorman buildings along Park Ave, and the neighborhood changes its style. Young professionals and middle-class families reign supreme as you near the East River, and when 5PM hits, you can hear their symphony of clinking glasses spilling out of Second Ave’s lively bars.

It might be hard to imagine while wandering the sea of cement, but until the late 19th century, this area was primarily farmland and forests. Well-heeled visionaries only moved north of Midtown after Central Park’s completion — a real estate race led by Gilded Age millionaires who constructed palatial homes along Fifth Ave.

By the 20th century, working-class immigrants formed communities around Second and Third avenues, brought by the now-defunct elevated East Side train line. Today’s micro-neighborhoods reflect those early enclaves, with the upper crust flocking west of Lexington Ave and the down-to-earth folks staying east. Those who don’t fit into either category hop to Roosevelt Island – a skinny strip between Manhattan and Queens with idiosyncratic tiny-town charm.

Unlike many other NYC neighborhoods that race to embrace change, the affluent Upper East Side might seem preserved in amber. You won’t find the city’s cutting edge on these streets, but you’ll unearth something greater: a slice of old-school New York, delivered by locals who love this city far too much to ever change it.
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DON’T MISS

Museum of the City of New York

Learn about the forces that shaped NYC at this pay-what-you-wish history museum.

Guggenheim Museum

Walk the spiraling ramp inside Frank Lloyd Wright’s masterpiece for a new point of view on modern art.

Bemelmans Bar

Clink cocktail glasses inside this mural-lined bar as a jazz pianist transports you to 1940s New York.

Metropolitan Museum of Art

Seeing everything here could take weeks. Pick a few galleries and enjoy.

Neue Galerie

Vienna’s riches await inside this mansion filled with Gustav Klimt portraits and an Austrian-style cafe.

Roosevelt Island

Panoramic views, 19th-century ruins and barely any traffic: you might wonder if you’ve left the city.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1 Asia Society & Museum

2 Bemelmans Bar

3 Frick Collection

4 Jewish Museum

5 Metropolitan Museum of Art

6 Museum of the City of New York

7 Neue Galerie

8 Park Avenue Armory

9 Solomon R. Guggenheim

SIGHTS

10 Carl Schurz Park

EATING

see 7 Café Sabarsky

11 Daniel

12 Drunken Munkey

13 Elio’s

see 20 Heidelberg

14 JG Melon

15 Ladurée

16 Lexington Candy Shop

17 Mission Ceviche

18 Orwashers

19 Pastrami Queen

20 Schaller & Weber

21 Tanoshi Sushi

22 William Greenberg Desserts

DRINKING/NIGHTLIFE

23 2nd Floor Bar and Essen

24 Auction House

see 13 Ethyl’s Alcohol & Food

25 Jeffrey

see 20 Jeremy’s

26 Penrose

27 Pony Bar

28 UES.

29 Variety Coffee Roasters

SHOPPING

see 1 Creel and Gow

see 20 Schaller’s Stube Sausage Bar

30 SHOP Cooper Hewitt

see 18 Tiny Doll House




TOP TIP

Fifth Ave’s proximity to Central Park makes it a practical place to start exploring Manhattan’s green heart. For sweeping city panoramas, enter at 90th St and walk north around the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Reservoir. If solitude is more your style, venture around the Conservatory Garden’s fountains and flower beds at 105th St.




Bemelmans Bar

Beloved lounge for all things old fashioned

Bartenders pour Manhattans in red smoking jackets, pianists tickle the ivories under a 24-karat gold ceiling and guests melt into chocolate-brown banquettes, carefully sipping from highballs. The reasons this bar, located inside the Carlyle Hotel since 1947, recently became a Gen Z Tik Tok sensation are manifold – but perhaps the greatest draw is the murals, painted by illustrator Ludwig Bemelman (of Madeleine fame). The colorful scrawls, completed in the mid-1940s to depict Central Park’s four seasons, resemble the clientele: somewhere between old elegance and carefree youth. It’s a quintessential splash of bygone New York with a 21st-century twist.

Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum

Mesmerizing architecture and modern art

Architect Frank Lloyd Wright’s iconic inverted ziggurat spirals up from Fifth Ave like a steady crescendo, a defiant departure from its stately surrounds. When the museum debuted in 1959, the architecture world went into a tailspin, and even today, it causes a stir. Expect the concrete coil to overshadow the artwork inside. Wright’s building is the Guggenheim’s raison d’être.

That said, eclipsing the art is a challenging feat. The permanent collection, started by mining magnate Solomon R. Guggenheim, contains Picasso’s shapes, Kandinsky’s colors, Pollock’s splatters and Mapplethorpe’s portraits. Rotating shows feature big names from the modern and contemporary art worlds, their work lining whirling walls that shoot up sloping ramps toward a glass dome.

Wright envisioned exhibits starting on the building’s top floor and working their way down to street level, but these days, most begin on the ground floor instead. People-watching while ascending the ramp can be nearly as fun as inspecting the art.

Museum of the City of New York

Time-travel through NYC

This Georgian Colonial Revival–style building near the top of Central Park is too often overlooked by New Yorkers – a shame, considering how artfully this museum illustrates the past, present and future of their ever-evolving city. If you only do one thing, spare 28 minutes to watch Timescapes, a multi-screen documentary that chronicles 400 years of NYC history from tiny Dutch trading center to international powerhouse. Other permanent exhibits explore centuries of social activism and feature notable New Yorkers like poet Walt Whitman and urbanist Jane Jacobs.

Frick Collection

A Gilded Age jewel box

When industrialist Henry Clay Frick made plans to build an Indiana limestone mansion along Fifth Ave in the early 20th century, he intended to turn it into a museum after his death. You’ll be glad he made good on his promise. Walk through palatial rooms to find gilt-framed masterpieces by Western European artists like Bellini, Goya, Rembrandt, Turner and Vermeer. Unlike the Met’s massive collection, this is the kind of place you can zoom around in an hour, before Gilded Age envy sets in.

Closed for renovations as of this writing, the museum is expected to reopen at the end of 2024 – a delight for anyone who misses meditating in the mansion’s light-filled courtyard.

Until then, the collection can be viewed five blocks north at Frick Madison, the brutalist Marcel Breuer–designed building from 1966 that once housed the Whitney Museum of American Art. A far cry from Frick’s ostentatious urban castle, the Breuer building is all slate gray and concrete – an interesting juxtaposition for flowery 19th-century paintings.



TOP SIGHT
Metropolitan Museum of Art

This stately museum founded in 1870 is a bastion of world-class art, celebrating 5000 years of human creativity. The Met’s one-million-plus objects on view span the globe with artifacts, paintings, sculptures, textiles – and even an Egyptian tomb guarded by a moat. It’s the largest museum in the western hemisphere.
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Scan this QR code for prices and opening hours.
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Egyptian Art

Time-travel through Egypt’s history in 39 galleries covering the Paleolithic to Roman eras (c 300,000 BCE to 400 CE). Start at the Tomb of Perneb, a limestone burial chamber with intricately painted reliefs (Gallery 100). Next, after walking past pyramid pieces and funerary statues, pause at Gallery 136’s mysterious Fragment of a Queen’s Face (c 1390–1336 BCE) to appreciate the sculptor’s laser-like precision. If you only see one thing, make it the Temple of Dendur (Gallery 131). This is the Western Hemisphere’s only complete Egyptian temple, built over 2000 years ago on the banks of the Nile.

Greek & Roman Art

With over 30,000 individual pieces, this is North America’s most comprehensive assemblage of toga-wearing trophies. Start south of the Great Hall to gape at chiseled gods preening under a vaulted beaux-arts ceiling. All this eye candy might inspire staying put, but even greater treasures await in the sunlit  Leon Levy and Shelby White Roman Sculpture Court (Gallery 162). Bonus points for spotting the headless Three Graces of Greek mythology – Beauty, Mirth and Abundance.


DON’T MISS

Temple of Dendur

Roman Sculpture Court

Van Gogh’s White Field with Cypresses

Damascus Room

Leutze’s Washington Crossing the Delaware

Charles Engelhard Court




European Paintings

From Giotto to Gauguin, the Met has it all: religious iconography from the 13th century, every Dutch master you can name and a sweeping selection of 19th-century French Impressionists. Unlike Vincent Van Gogh’s Starry Night at MoMa, you won’t contend with crowds to see his paintings here. Stand in front of his White Field with Cypresses (Gallery 822) to imagine a blustery day in Saint-Rémy-de-Provence. Don’t leave without praising self-taught artist Henri Rousseau’s The Repast of the Lion (Gallery 825).

Islamic Art

Objects sacred and secular fill these 15 galleries dedicated to the Arabian Peninsula, Turkey, and Central and South Asia. The glazed-tile mihrab (prayer niche) is a vision in blue, framed by the five pillars of Islam, written in kufic (Gallery 455). If you’re a fan of interiors, stop by Gallery 461 to wow over gold-leaf embellishments in the 18th-century Damascus Room.

American Wing

This two-floor collection of the museum’s northwest corner covers everything from colonial times to the early 20th century, including Emanuel Luetze’s iconic Washington Crossing the Delaware, which looms large over Gallery 760. If you need a pick-me-up, stop by the American Wing Cafe in the Charles Engelhard Court – a glass garden filled with American-made sculptures and framed by a marble facade that once graced Wall Street.

Modern & Contemporary Art

Georgia O’Keefe, Edward Hopper, Pollock and Dalí: the museum’s southwestern corner is a who’s who of art-world titans from the late 19th century onward. Particularly impressive is Thomas Hart Benton’s America Today (Gallery 909), a room-sized mural depicting the US at the Great Depression’s onset.

Cantor Rooftop Garden Bar

Float above Central Park’s canopy of trees for unobstructed views of Billionaires’ Row in Midtown. Contemporary art installations grace the rooftop space, which you can peruse with a refreshing post-museum cocktail. Plan your visit around sunset, when the sky improvises a painting to compete with the artwork.


AN ANCIENT EMBLEM

Stop by Gallery 136 to meet William, a tiny blue hippopotamus and Met mascot. Discovered in an Egyptian tomb in 1910 and acquired by the Met in 1917, the hippo quickly became the museum’s quirky frontman and earned his name from a British humor magazine.




TOP TIPS

• Beat the Great Hall’s entry line by entering at 81st St.

• Don’t try to see everything in one visit. Pick a few galleries and immerse yourself.

• Upon entering, join the virtual queue via QR code for temporary exhibits. These are often some of the city’s most fantastic museum shows.

• Stream the Met’s free audio guide, including a Highlights Tour, on your smartphone (metmuseum.org/audio-guide).

• Docents offer free guided tours of specific galleries. Check the website for details.

• Seasonal plates at the Met Dining Room (4th Floor) offer a tasty diversion from the gallery slog.






Neue Galerie

Eastern European art in an elegant mansion

Austrian and German art from 1890-1940 takes center stage inside this 1914 mansion designed by Carrère and Hastings (the architects behind New York Public Library and the Frick). The museum’s most prized collection is a series of sketches and paintings by Gustav Klimt, including his gold-flecked 1907 Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer 1, acquired for a cool $135 million by cosmetics magnate and museum founder Ronald Lauder (the 2015 film Woman in Gold recounts the painting’s fascinating history, which includes looting Nazis, a feisty Bloch-Bauer heir and the obstinate Austrian government). A connected bookstore is a museum unto itself, decorated with artist monographs and design tomes.

For an immersive Austrian experience, reserve a table at Cafe Sabarsky – a Vienna-style coffee house within the mansion, designed to mimic the time it was built (the upholstered seats use 1912 Otto Wagner fabric). With dishes like goulash soup, roasted bratwurst and topfentorte (quark cheesecake), you might mistake the Upper East Side for Europe’s Eastern Alps.
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Park Avenue Armory

Colossal setting for theater and design

Gilded Age elite from families like the Roosevelts, Livingstons and Vanderbilts once ruled over this 19th-century Gothic Revival behemoth, built for the Seventh Regiment of the National Guard, known as the ‘Silk Stocking’ Regiment.

These days, the 55,000-sq-ft drill hall is one of New York’s largest unobstructed art spaces, often transformed by theatrical productions and avant-garde shows with some of the grandest set designs you’ll see in NYC.

Walking tours allow visitors to grace the gaudy interiors of first-floor rooms, featuring period works by famed designers like Stanford White and Louis Comfort Tiffany. Tour dates are sporadic – check armoryonpark.org and book tickets in advance.


Asia Society & Museum

Eastern art for Western audiences

One of America’s preeminent institutions for exhibiting pan-Asian art, this exceptional collection spans the 11th century BCE to contemporary times, including everything from Song-period Chinese ceramics and Chola-period Indian bronzes to modern Japanese paintings. Founded in 1956 by John D Rockefeller III (a philanthropist and respected collector of Asian art), the institution has grown to include an abundance of cultural offerings like concerts, culinary events, film screenings and lectures. Stop by the museum shop for souvenirs like silk scarves, jewelry, children’s books and home decor. Admission is free on Fridays, and docent-led tours are free with admission.
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Jewish Museum

Centuries of art with plenty of chutzpah

You might see the French Gothic chateau-inspired architecture, designed by Charles P.H. Gilbert in 1908, and think the collection inside can’t compete – but it does. Not only is this one of the world’s oldest Jewish museums (around since 1904), it boasts a 30,000-piece collection spanning 4000 years of Jewish art and culture. Expect everything from ceremonial Judaica, including treasures recovered from Holocaust looting, to contemporary works by artworld darlings like Kehinde Wiley.

Although the museum doesn’t tackle New York’s Jewish experience, a version of local artist Deborah Kass’s yellow aluminum OY/YO is a playful twist on two common NYC utterances. (A larger version of the sculpture lives outside the Brooklyn Museum.) Temporary exhibits focus on world-class artists like Marc Chagall or dive into the work of cultural royalty like Leonard Cohen and Helena Rubinstein. The taste level is high and the crowds are usually thin. Saturdays are free. Download a free digital guide on the Bloomberg Connects app.



Gaze at Gilded Age Architecture

[image: jpg]

As immigrants crowded Lower Manhattan’s tenements in the late 19th century, New York’s wealthy set had another idea – move uptown. Glide up Fifth Ave as it skirts Central Park to see how this strip earned the name ‘Millionaires’ Row.’

Start this 1.3-mile trek on 1 East 65th Street and Fifth Ave. Until the mid-1800s, the Upper East Side was largely undeveloped, and even after Central Park’s completion, few people dreamed of living this far north. But after Caroline Astor, queen of New York’s social scene, moved to this block in 1895, Fifth Ave became the ‘it’ place for elite New Yorkers. Next, zip past Henry Clay Frick’s 2 mansion-turned-museum and gaze between 78th and 79th streets, with its jumble of European styles copied by Gilded Age aesthetes. At 3 1 East 78th St, the 40,000-sq-ft limestone beauty was made to replicate Bordeaux’s Châteaux Labottière (1909). Its neighbor, the Payne Whitney House at 4 972 Fifth Ave, oozes Italian Renaissance regality (1909). The 5 Ukrainian Institute of America is perhaps the most eye-catching, with gargoyles and lacy stonework dripping from its French Gothic facade (1897).

Continue to 6 998 Fifth Ave – an Italian Renaissance Palazzo-style apartment complex (1910).

As Fifth Ave rolls northward, admire the daring juxtaposition of the ultra-modern  7 Guggenheim on 88th St, then end at the 8 Cooper-Hewitt Smithsonian Design Museum (1902). Andrew Carnegie, the 64-room mansion’s original owner, told his architects he wanted ‘the most modest, plainest’ home in New York. This Georgian ‘country house’ was their interpretation.




Taste Yorkville’s German Past

Beers and bratwurst

At the end of the 19th century, NYC had the world’s third-largest German-speaking population after Berlin and Vienna. Yorkville – an area sandwiched by East 79th St, 96th St, Third Ave and the East River – was better known as Germantown, and East 86th St was lovingly called ‘Sauerkraut Boulevard.’

But in the 1940s, pro-Nazi demonstrators tarnished the neighborhood’s reputation, and a decade later, NYC demolished the Third Avenue El (Manhattan’s last elevated subway line). Many Germans fled the area, and the land of lager and lederhosen started losing its luster.

Today, it’s still possible to hear the sound oom-pah-pah – if you know where to turn your attention. Head to Second Ave between 85th and 86th Sts, where a smattering of family-owned German establishments have stood ground for nearly a century.

Begin your Deutsche immersion at Heidelberg – the neighborhood’s oldest German totem, serving classics like schweinshaxe (pork shank) since 1936. Order a boot-shaped glass of Bavarian beer and clink ‘Prost!’ to the Germans who came before you.

Next, peek into Schaller & Weber, a sausage stalwart since 1937, to buy as many brats as your bag can carry. If you’re wild for wiener, stop at Schaller’s Stube Sausage Bar next door, where to-go sausages get served with international twists. (Vegans, rejoice: there are faux-meat options, too.) Third-generation owner Jeremy Schaller also runs a neighboring juice joint called Jeremy’s. Sidle up to the bar and order the Carl Schurz – a gin-based drink honoring the first German-American elected to the US Senate.

After toasting Senator Schurz, skip to the East River-facing Carl Schurz Park – named in 1910 when Germans still ruled Yorktown.

Take the Tram to Roosevelt Island

Spectacular vistas, century-old ghosts

Hop on the cherry-red tramway at Second Ave and 60th St, and after a four-minute flight through Midtown high-rises, you’ll be surrounded by small-town splendor. This is Roosevelt Island – a 2-mile escape floating between the UES and Queens. Locals are more likely to skip over the skinny island on the Queensboro Bridge – but the 14,000 New Yorkers who call this place home understand its distinctive charm. Set your clock to island time to see NYC from their point of view.

Despite its bright university-chic aesthetic (Cornell Tech’s campus opened here in 2017), Roosevelt Island hides a turbulent history. This was New York’s 19th-century asylum depot, known as Blackwell’s Island – a dumping ground for poor, sick, disabled and incarcerated locals. Largely abandoned in the 1950s, a few relics from its dark past remain. Start at the island’s northern tip to see a Gothic Revival lighthouse, constructed by inmates in 1872. A ten-minute walk south leads to the Octagon, a luxe apartment complex now occupying the once-notorious New York Lunatic Asylum. On the island’s south side, you can see the vine-strangled ruins of the Renwick Smallpox Hospital, opened in 1856 to prevent an epidemiological disaster, and the Strecker Memorial Lab, built in 1892 for scientific research.

Roosevelt Island’s modern haunts are decidedly cheerier. Walk through Franklin D. Roosevelt Four Freedoms State Park to see Manhattan’s hulking United Nations headquarters and Long Island City’s 1936 Pepsi-Cola sign. Contemplate local art at Gallery RIVAA, a nonprofit visual art organization that hosts poetry slams and concerts. If you want stunning vistas, zip to the Graduate – the island’s first hotel. Panorama Room – a cocktail lounge with floor-to-ceiling windows – stares down Manhattan, Queens and Brooklyn from the hotel’s 18th floor. Anything at All, an on-site restaurant named after a quote from The Great Gatsby, serves port-side pleasures so satisfying you might decide to stay the night.
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SECOND AVE SUBWAY

It started as a dream in 1919, but construction didn’t begin until 1972. By the time it opened to the public on Jan 1, 2017, the Second Ave subway cost over $4.4 million – more than almost every other recent transit project in the world. And that’s just the subway line’s first section.

Still, the money was worth the magic. Permanent tile and mosaic installations at 72nd, 86th and 96th streets feature works by acclaimed artists like Chuck Close and Sarah Sze, making the stations destinations unto themselves. Yorkville’s once-sleepy streets are now hotbeds of activity, with the appeal of Second Ave reaching far beyond the neighborhood. As for the line’s proposed extensions? Don’t hold your breath.



UNIQUE UPPER EASTSIDE SHOPS

Tiny Doll House

Obsessed with Carrie Stettheimer’s dollhouse at the Museum of the City of New York? Buy yours here.

Creel and Gow

A cabinet of high-end curiosities: taxidermied peacocks, silver-plated shells, old sketches and more.

SHOP Cooper Hewitt

Quirky home goods and interior design monographs inside Andrew Carnegie’s former mansion.



BEER HALLS & DIVE BARS

Jeffrey

Post-work suds connoisseurs come to this craft-beer hub near the Queensboro Bridge to select brews from over 30 rotating taps.

Pony Bar

If you’re looking for American-made beer, this parlor provides. Expect plenty of breweries from New York State.

Ethyl’s Alcohol & Food

Dancehall DJs, a disco ball and the occasional burlesque show: the 1970s are alive and well at this divey drink den.

Penrose

Wash down beer-battered pickles with a dirty pickle martini until you’re as pickled as the boisterous crowd.



WHERE TO SIP CLASSY COCKTAILS

2nd Floor Bar and Essen

Down creative drinks and shtetl-style bar food at this annex above 2nd Avenue Deli.

Auction House

Divans, gilded mirrors and hardwood floors: try enough of their cocktails, and you may wonder if it’s the Victorian era.

UES.

Tell the servers at this ice-cream shop speakeasy you’re ‘here to volunteer in the storage room.’


Essential Upper Eastside Eats

Take a bite of tradition

Pricey Michelin-starred restaurants earn mighty praise in Manhattan, but eating the city’s tastiest cuisine doesn’t always mean breaking the bank. A healthy helping of cheap-eat dives on the Upper East Side are veritable landmarks, churning out plates that have pleased fickle diners for decades. Take this food tour on an empty stomach or prepare to have plenty of leftovers.

Start at JG Melon, a no-frills pub that’s been serving one of NYC’s best burgers under its pressed-tin ceiling since 1972. Flushing down the beefcake with a Bloody Mary is an UES rite-of-passage.

Next stop is Pastrami Queen, open since 1956. The kosher deli got its start in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, where it was known as ‘Pastrami King.’ Even with the gender change, she earns royal status thanks to her namesake sandwich, stacked skyscraper-high with beef.

Break up the savory salt-fest by making a detour to the UES location of William Greenberg Desserts, going strong since 1946. You can’t scoff at the rugelach, but this spot is all about hand-sized black-and-white cookies, also sold as snackable minis.

End with a trip to Lexington Candy Shop, New York’s oldest family-run luncheonette. People started slurping soda fountain sweets at this diner in 1925. Order an egg cream for a carbonated taste of a New York classic.


MORE UPPER EASTSIDE FOODIE FAVORITES

Tanoshi Sushi

Guests get packed in tighter than a hand roll for an unforgettable omakase experience with chef-facing seats. $$$

Mission Ceviche

Date night tip: drinking the Peruvian leche de tigre (ceviche juice) is supposedly an aphrodisiac. $$$

Daniel

You could splurge on the tasting menu, but sitting in the mahogany lounge to order à la carte is the best way to try this French fine-dining favorite. $$$

Drunken Munkey

Tasty cocktails and rich curries served in a space that evokes colonial Bombay. $$



UPPER EASTSIDE COFFEE & SWEETS

Variety Coffee Roasters

Floor-to-ceiling windows attract the laptop digerati to this Brooklyn-based chain with bold-bean brews.

Orwashers

Hungarian immigrants opened this bakery in 1916 and have been serving rye, black and grain breads since.

Ladurée

Gilded Age grandeur gets baked into a macaron at this French pastry shop, everything pastel-ed to perfection.






Upper West Side & Central Park
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ALLURING PARKS, APPEALING STREETS

Many NYC neighborhoods can be polarizing but just about everyone is fond of the Upper West Side – and who can blame them?
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Since the mostly residential district of the Upper west Side is bookended by two of the city’s largest and best parks. Indeed, the bucolic pleasures of world-famous Central Park and Riverside Park – lesser known but no slouch – define the vibe of gracious living you’ll find here.

The entire area, of course, was once home to the native Lenape, before Dutch settlers came north. To reach the tobacco-growing section of Bloemendal (later Bloomingdale), these new arrivals widened a native trail later known as ‘the Boulevard.’ Broadway (as it’s now called) is lined with apartment towers, theaters, restaurants and businesses, and remains the Upper West Side’s main artery.

The opening of Central Park created a frenzy of property development (then, as now, a perpetual theme of New York City history), with the arrival of the stunning Dakota in 1884 ushering in a new era of high-end urban living. The elegant apartment-hotels of Broadway and the dazzling art deco towers of Central Park West remain some of the swankest digs in the city.

Yet even amid such luxury, public- and affordable-housing developments in the densely populated neighborhood give it a mixed, non-snobby feel. The area has always drawn writers, intellectuals and progressive types, and the neighbors here are known for their civic-mindedness. The Jewish community is particularly well rooted and vibrant.

Whether you want to walk the many side streets filled with picturesque brownstones, check out a show at the Lincoln Center or another of the many cultural organizations here, or just sit for hours gazing west as the sun sets over the Hudson, the Upper West Side will treat you nicely.
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DON’T MISS

Lincoln Center

This performing-arts complex was once the thriving Latino neighborhood of San Juan Hill.

American Museum of Natural History

Dinosaurs, meterorites and so much more.

Central Park

If only all urban parks were this splendid.
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TOP SIGHTS

1 American Museum of Natural History

2 Central Park

3 Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts

4 New-York Historical Society

5 Riverside Park

6 Zabar’s

SIGHTS

7 Ghostbusters: 55 Central Park West

8 When Harry Met Sally: (1) 32 W 89th St

9 (2) Cafe Luxembourg

10 You’ve Got Mail: (1) 106 W 69th St

11 (2) 210 Riverside Dr

12 (3) Verdi Square

13 Ansonia Condominium

14 Apthorp Gate House

15 Arthur Ross Terrace

16 Banksy “Hammer Boy” Mural

17 B’nai Jeshurun

18 Century Apartments

19 Children’s Museum of Manhattan

20 Congregation Rodeph Sholom

21 Congregation Shearith Israel

22 El Dorado

23 Fred Lebow Statue

24 Hippo Playground

25 Joan of Arc Monument

26 Majestic Apartments

27 Marlene Meyerson Jewish Community Center Manhattan

28 Pomander Walk

29 Safari Playground

30 The Belnord Apts

31 The Beresford

32 The Dakota

33 The San Remo

34 Vanguard Wine Bar

35 West Side Community Garden


ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

36 Ballet Hispánico

SLEEPING

37 Arthouse Hotel New York City

38 The Lucerne Hotel

EATING

39 Alice’s Tea Cup

40 Barney Greengrass

41 Carmine’s Italian Restaurant

42 El Mitote

43 Gray’s Papaya

44 Izzy’s Smokehouse

45 Manhattan Diner

46 Simply Noodles

see 44 Talia’s Steakhouse and Bar

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

see 39 Black Press Coffee

see 16 Dublin House

47 Emerald Inn

48 E’s BAR

49 Hi Life Bar & Grill

50 Irving Farm New York

51 Lobby Bar @ David Geffen Hall

52 Sensuous Bean of Columbus Ave

53 The Owl’s Tail

ENTERTAINMENT

54 Beacon Theater

55 Peter Jay Sharp Theatre at Symphony Space

56 Stand Up NY

57 Swedish Cottage Marionette Theatre

58 The Ailey Studios

see 27 West Side Comedy Club

SHOPPING

59 Fleet Feet - New York Running Company

60 Grand Bazaar NYC

61 Hotel Belleclaire

62 More & More Antiques

63 Olde Good Things Antique Store

64 Super Runners Shop

65 West Side Judaica & Bookstore

66 West Side Kids




TOP TIP

Park yourself in the Upper West Side’s glorious green spaces. If you find yourself spending hours sitting on a bench admiring the greenery in Central Park or the dappled waters of the Hudson in Riverside Park, don’t feel any pressure to get moving anytime soon. Residents never do.





THE PERFORMING ARTS, FOR LESS

Ticket prices at the campus’ august companies can approach the stratosphere – but if you want to take a chance, same-day rush tickets for the New York Philharmonic (available at the box office) and the Metropolitan Opera (online) offer some of the best deals in town. The summer calendar on Josie Robertson Plaza brings alfresco screenings and dance events, many free. And every evening, the Revson Fountain comes to life in a spectacular water show that always deserves a standing ovation.



Lincoln Center

A campus of high culture

This performing-arts complex was once the thriving Latino neighborhood of San Juan Hill. Condemned in a massive act of ‘urban renewal’ – but not torn down before much of the 1961 classic West Side Story was filmed in its emptied streets – the quarter gave way to a fortress-like, 16-acre campus atop a plinth, with a trio of huge halls facing inward toward a travertine-clad plaza. A 2009–10 renovation refreshed the campus, better connecting the plaza to the surrounding streets, and softening some of the buildings’ high-modernist edges.

The center is home to 11 acclaimed constituent arts organizations. One of the world’s most famous lyric stages, the Metropolitan Opera can be identified by the huge murals by Marc Chagall visible through its glass-fronted facade. The company that George Balanchine built, the New York City Ballet performs at the  David H Koch Theater; the New York Philharmonic’s home is David Geffen Hall, fresh off a renovation that has improved its problematic acoustics. Clad in warm-sounding wood, Alice Tully Hall is a marvelous venue for hearing classical music; above is the renowned conservatory Juilliard, which has studios with street-facing windows that offer passersby a glimpse of students rehearsing. And every fall, the film world descends on the campus to attend the New York Film Festival, produced by the Film Society of Lincoln Center. Tickets are available to the public – if you can manage to snag one.
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American Museum of Natural History

Dinosaurs, meteorites, dioramas and much, much more

You can spend a lifetime exploring this world-famous palace of wonders, an architectural hodgepodge that’s one of the most famous museums in the world. Founded in the 19th century, the institution is a cutting-edge center for scientific research as well as a can’t-miss hit for kids. Even if you only have an afternoon to get a taste, you’ll leave stimulated and in awe of the natural world.

From the main entrance on Central Park West, you’ll enter the soaring Theodore Roosevelt Rotunda, where skeletons of a barosaurus and allosaurus are frozen in combat. From there, wander the wonderfully disorienting warren of galleries packed with dimly lit, life-sized dioramas of African mammals, birds of prey, primates and other wondrous creatures. The always-astounding Milstein Family Hall of Ocean Life contains interactive lessons about marine food chains – all under a suspended, 94ft-long replica of a blue whale.

Containing exhibits on insects, an interactive video experience, a butterfly vivarium filled with fluttering live specimens and more, the new Gilder Center is already a smash hit with visitors. Other museum highlights include the glittering collection of gems and minerals, exhibits on native peoples from around the world and the Rose Center for Earth & Space, whose spherical theater will transport you to faraway galaxies. Oh, and did we mention the hundreds of dinosaur fossils? They’re on the top floor – and sure to inspire the inner paleontologist in visitors of all ages.
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A SECRET ROOFTOP GARDEN

You don’t need to buy a ticket to sample how fun the museum is for families. Arthur Ross Terrace, on a rooftop adjacent to the Rose Center and accessible via Theodore Roosevelt Park, has 50,000 sq ft of beautiful landscaping and a fun water feature, with shooting jets and embedded lights that evoke the Orion constellation. Bonus for parents: views of the dreamy apartment buildings across W 81st St.






TOP SIGHT
Central Park

It’s a breathtaking slice of urban nature where every vista has been created by human hands. It’s a center for recreation, where anyone can cycle, go horseback riding, play tennis or croquet, visit the zoo and more. It’s a marvel of architecture, a soothing oasis, a monumental landscape painting rendered in three dimensions.
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Scan this QR code for downloadable maps, facilities and other information.
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A Grand Project

As the city’s population boomed in the 19th century, local leaders began to envision a vast public park that would provide respite from the crowded, insalubrious neighborhoods downtown. After a public contest, the city moved forward with the ‘Greensward Plan’ by landscape architect Frederick Law Olmstead and architect Calvert Vaux in 1858. Twenty years of difficult construction followed, as crews dynamited rock formations, drained swamps, created water features and reshaped the terrain into the work of art 28 million visitors currently enjoy today. One unfortunate casualty of this vast public work was the thriving African American settlement of Seneca Village, whose residents were forcibly relocated. Informative signs near the site of the village – on the on the west side of the park around 85th St – help tell the story of this largely unknown community.


DON’T MISS

Sheep Meadow

The Mall

Strawberry Fields

Bethesda Fountain

The Ramble

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Reservoir

North End



South End

Most visitors enter Central Park from its southern edge, at W 59th St. A walk along the Pond, at the southeastern corner, offers views of lazy ducks and geese against a dramatic backdrop of Midtown skyscrapers. While you should beware that the park’s curving pathways are designed to disorient, walk northwest(ish) to Heckscher Playground, where little ones can let off some steam on concrete catwalks and numerous slides. Nearby, two charming structures allow visitors to rest in the shade: the Dairy, whose Vaux-designed woodwork and peaked roofs resemble those of a Victorian cottage (it’s currently a visitor center and gift shop); and the Chess & Checkers House, where game tables under a hewn wooden pergola let players test their skill. A spin on the 100-year-old Carousel provides a whimsical photo op – with music, no less.


Behind the imposing brick Arsenal at E 64th St – once a military outpost, later a museum and police precinct, and today the NYC Parks Department’s headquarters – is the small yet mighty Central Park Zoo (admission fee required), whose pavilions house penguins, grizzly bears, tropical birds and even a snow leopard. Kids (and most adults) will love petting goats in the children’s area, and watching the sea lions sing for their supper during multiple daily feedings.

Every warm-weather weekend, tens of thousands gather at Sheep Meadow, a 15-acre lawn, to picnic, toss frisbees and bare some skin; spending a few hours people-watching here is a quintessential summer–in–New York City experience. A little ways north is the moving Strawberry Fields, a tear-shaped garden and mosaic monument (reading ‘Imagine’) to the late John Lennon, who was assassinated in front of the Dakota apartment building, where he lived, in 1980. His widow Yoko Ono, who lived in the building until 2023, funded the installation.

Perhaps the most elegant section of the park, the Mall is a grand esplanade lined with towering elm trees (isolated from other specimens and under close watch, they have happily escaped the ravages of Dutch elm disease, which has destroyed some 75% of North America’s elms). Where pedestrians stroll today, elegant carriages once whisked wealthy New Yorkers on park outings, sparing them the indignity of mixing with the masses on foot. Be sure to check out the sculptures of famous authors at the southern end of the promenade, also known as Literary Walk. And at the northern end is Bethesda Terrace, the Vaux-designed architectural centerpiece of the park, with a grand staircase and covered Arcade connecting its multiple terraces and converging on Bethesda Fountain. The angel sculpture at its center provides a moving metaphor in Tony Kushner’s epic play Angels in America. If you need some intimacy after all that exploring, it doesn’t get more romantic than a rowboat rental on The Lake or (and?) a cocktail at the Loeb Boathouse (be prepared to pay a premium for both).
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BOAT PATROL

On the surface of Conservatory Water, model sailboats have maneuvered for over 140 years. Olmstead and Vaux took inspiration for this delightful feature from the model-boat pond in Paris’ Jardin du Luxembourg; today, enthusiasts gather every Saturday to launch their radio-controlled craft on the pond’s placid surface.




TOP TIPS

• Tourists cluster toward the south end of the park, at 59th St. If you want to experience it like a New Yorker, take the subway to 110th St, and walk south.

• New Yorkers use the park in every season, rain or shine. Don’t skip a visit even on the coldest days; fresh snow makes the park even more beautiful.

• Pedaling around Central Park Drive is an ideal way to take it all in. Bike-rental outfits and Citi Bike docking stations proliferate on the edges of the park. Be conscientious in sharing the car-free road, and make way for faster cyclists.




CHERRY BLOSSOM SAFARI

If you visit in spring, you’ll see a symphony of flowering trees . Along the Reservoir’s east bank, gnarled Yoshino cherries burst with delicate pinkish-white blossoms. Across the water, Okame trees groaning with luscious pink petals form a canopy over a wood-chip path. Others blossom at the E 72nd St entrance, and the aptly named Cherry Hill.




Mid Park

Cross picture-perfect Bow Bridge to enter one of the park’s most transporting sections, the Ramble. This verdant area features waterfalls, rocky outcroppings, unpaved paths through copses of trees and bird-watchers aplenty. While soaking in this wooded wonderland, remember that every vista, walkway and planting was laid down according to Olmstead’s vision – a merger of the natural world and artistic vision that continues to have no parallel. You may emerge from the woods by  Belvedere Castle, a turreted folly built on a rocky outcropping and a centerpiece of this section of the park. From its terraces, you’ll have a sweeping view of the Great Lawn, an expanse of grass and ballfields that was once a reservoir. Come summer, check the schedule for frequent, and usually free, concerts that take place on the 13-acre lawn; in addition to annual appearances by the New York Philharmonic and the Metropolitan Opera, major past headliners here have included Elton John, Diana Ross, Paul Simon, Garth Brooks and the Pope. To the northwest is the Arthur Ross Pinetum, whose 17 species of evergreen trees are especially fetching against the winter snow.

Continuing north, you’ll arrive at the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Reservoir. The 1.6-mile dirt path along its perimeter is the domain of runners (Mrs Kennedy, who lived on Fifth Ave, was once one of them) who navigate the loop in a strictly clockwise direction. Exercise deference if you walk the loop to snap a pic of the towers of Central Park West reflected on the water’s glassy surface.
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View from Belvedere Castle | jrtwynam/shutterstock ©


North End

The crowds thin out as you head north – which makes a wander through the North Woods all the more magical. Olmstead and Vaux enhanced the area’s varied topography with stone pathways, water features and hillside passages; as the skyline completely disappears and the trees envelop you, you’ll find it hard to believe you’re in Manhattan. (Keep an eye out for the Blockhouse, a fortification from the War of 1812 that’s the single oldest structure in the park.) Enclosed by a wrought-iron fence, the beautiful Conservatory Garden has a totally different feel from the surrounding landscapes, with its French-style formality and neatly planted flowers. The freshly rebuilt Harlem Meer Center (formerly Lasker Rink and Pool; set to open in 2024) offers a way to get exercise when it’s cold, and take a dip on hot summer days. At the park’s northern edge, Harlem Meer draws families with children as well as anyone in need of a break. Sitting on a bench to admire this lovely pond is sure to take the edge off, no matter how stressful the day.


The Bard in the City

One of New York City’s most beloved cultural traditions, Shakespeare in the Park has been delivering the drama for over 60 years – for free. Alfresco Shakespeare productions take place each summer in the 1900-seat Delacorte Theater, with Belvedere Castle looming above as a permanent set piece. Get same-day tickets by lining up the theater (come early), or registering for the online digital lottery. The Delacorte is closed for ‘revitalization’ until 2025, but once back in action the in-person, same-day lottery at the Public Theater downtown will likely be your best bet for scoring tickets.







GRANDIOSE GRANT’S TOMB

At Riverside Park’s northern end, a 150ft-tall dome rises above the trees. This imposing classical structure is the final resting place for Ulysses S Grant, the Civil War general and US president who died in 1885. Since Grant’s wish to eternally repose next to his wife Julia ruled out a military cemetery, a campaign ensued to raise funds for a mausoleum suitable for this wartime hero, and the General Grant National Memorial opened in 1897. Once derelict, the monument today is a peaceful and under-visited place for contemplation.



Riverside Park

The UWS’ other green gem

This four-mile strip of greenery connects Upper West Siders to the shoreline of the Hudson. The park first took shape in the late 19th century following a plan by the omnipresent Frederick Law Olmstead, with swathes of green snaking along the ridge traced by Riverside Dr. (The grand apartment buildings developed across from the park remain some of the city’s finest.) In one of his first grand projects, master administrator Robert Moses in the 1930s redeveloped what had been waterside rail yards, adding a series of terraces (and a four-lane highway) to connect the park above to the shore below.

Today, playgrounds, tennis courts, sports fields and cycling paths draw residents of all ages and athletic preferences, while waterside benches allow the less active to admire the light on the river. While future plans for the former Boat Basin Cafe at W 79th St, once a happy-hour magnet, are still unclear as a renovation continues, there might not be a better spot for sunset cocktails than Ellington’s in the Park (at W 105th St), a terrace facing directly west. If you’re at the park’s northern end come spring, cross the street to see one of New York’s most extraordinary displays of blossoming cherry trees at the jewel-like Sakura Park. And be sure to keep an eye out for some of the cutest maintenance workers you’ll ever see: a small herd of goats, seasonally deployed as weed whackers (or weed munchers?) in some of the park’s steeper patches.
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New-York Historical Society

The city’s past in a new light

It feels right that this is New York City’s oldest museum. A repository of priceless objects as well as a center for research on all eras of Gotham’s development, it’s always informative, even scholarly – yet never boring. Recent exhibitions have focused on that tastiest of New York institutions, the Jewish deli; the life of famous Brooklyn-born jurist Ruth Bader Ginsburg; and New Yorkers’ experiences of WWI. Yet no matter what’s rotating through, its permanent displays make this institution a worthy stop any time. A dimly and dramatically lit gallery of some 100 glass lamps by Louis Comfort Tiffany lets their intricate craftsmanship, well, shine through – while uncovering the fascinating hidden history of the women designers in the Gilded Age master’s atelier. And as part of a recent expansion, the NYHS has partnered with the American LGBTQ+ Museum on a permanent exhibition that explores the history – very much a still-living one – of a community that has made New York City such a beacon of opportunity and change.

Zabar’s

Gefilte fish and gossip

Not many neighborhoods have a food market that defines their ethos. Then again, not many neighborhoods have Zabar’s. Founded by a Jewish immigrant in 1934 as an ‘appetizing store’ – distinct from a deli, specializing in smoked fish, cream cheeses and other meat-free spreads – the market has since grown into a city institution. While the whitefish and lox remain some of the best around, today you’ll also find gourmet groceries, superb prepared foods and (yes) meats, all served by a diverse staff who are as happy to chat for a while as they are to thinly slice corned beef.
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HOME OF THE ARTS

Former Manhattan borough president and current NYC Council member  Gale Brewer  (@galeabrewer) knows the Upper West Side better than almost anyone.

The parks

The Upper West Side is a wonderful place to live…Both Riverside Park and Central Park are packed with respite and active areas.

The arts

From Lincoln Center to Symphony Space and hundreds more cultural organizations, the UWS is home to the arts all year. West Siders adore our three branch libraries, as well as the great Library for the Performing Arts.

The small businesses

The restaurants are much better than the reviewers suggest. I love the owner-operated pharmacies, delis and clothing stores. Thank goodness for the older adults I meet at Fairway and on the M104 bus.





READ ALL ABOUT IT

Dorian Thornley has been making book recommendations at secondhand retailer Westsider Books (@westsiderbooks) for almost 30 years:

When people come in to buy a book about New York City, we tell them to get EB White’s book This Is New York, which was written in 1947 but is still relevant today in the way that it talks about the atmosphere of New York and the attitude of New Yorkers. And Time and Again by Albert Finney – with a time-travel, sci-fi framework that involves the Dakota. Obviously, you’ve got Catcher in the Rye; Salinger is perhaps not in vogue these days, but that’s a big New York novel. Any of the Bellow books. The Zuckerman novels by Philip Roth.



Jewish Traditions on the UWS

From synagogues to kosher restaurants

Jewish Americans have defined the culture of the Upper West Side for over a century – supposedly drawn to the area by exclusionary housing policies of buildings to the east of Central Park. This community remains influential and is still evolving today.

Striking synagogues abound in the blocks west of Central Park. Congregation Rodeph Sholom’s Romanesque revival temple adds grandeur and grace to W 83rd St. Home to a congregation that’s been meeting in New York since 1654 – the oldest in the USA – the beaux-arts Congregation Shearith Israel holds its own against the other monuments of Central Park West. Perhaps the most beautiful temple in the neighborhood, B’nai Jeshrun, is a marvel of colorfully painted ornament, stained glass and gilt in a Moorish revival style.

If ideas are more your thing, stop by the Jewish Community Center, where films, lectures and other programs of interest to Jews and non-Jews alike are always on offer. If you want to continue the learning, you can pick up religious texts and items like menorahs and mezuzahs at West Side Judaica and Bookstore on Broadway. And now, we eat. Glatt kosher burgers and other chops are on offer at Talia’s Steakhouse, a stylish spot on Amsterdam Ave that hosts weekly shabbat dinners and frequent events for Jewish singles (its outdoor terrace is enclosed with a sukkah for Sukkot every October, to surprisingly romantic effect). Next door, kosher barbecue is available to take out from Izzy’s.

And then there’s Barney Greengrass, the UWS institution whose smoked fish might be the best you’ll taste. Bagel platters here come heaped with smoked salmon, gravlax, whitefish and sable, all superbly sliced to order. Wait…you’d even think of skipping the sturgeon here?

Oy vey.
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BEST CHEAP EATS

Gray’s Papaya

Simple hot dogs served until late, plus surprising tropical juices, at a priceless New York City institution. $

El Mitote

A lively cantina great for simple tortas and quesadillas, as well as margaritas. $$

Simply Noodles

Savory, slurp-worthy Yunnan-style noodles, for the right price. $$



RAISING A GLASS

While the Upper West Side is not known as a hip nightlife district, you’ll find some of the most jovial patrons in town at the neighborhood’s many watering holes.

Emerald Inn

Regulars rub elbows with Lincoln Center patrons at this low-key mainstay.

Dublin House

You can’t miss the neon harp that beckons you into this historic dive on W 79th St.

e’s Bar

A lively crowd packs this laid-back spot most nights.

Hi Life Bar & Grill

The cocktails are a highlight at this retro bar with a friendly vibe.



Culture, UWS-Style

Spectate like a local

It doesn’t take much to pass for an Upper West Side culture vulture – a species frequently spotted on local sidewalks – thanks to the area’s concentration of arts venues and institutions. So stash your opera glasses, a copy of the Times’ arts section and maybe a ham sandwich (for intermission) in your tote bag, and head out to catch a show – any show.

Any UWS cultural itinerary starts at Lincoln Center, of course, a veritable embarrassment of performing-arts riches. Yet other venues and companies dot the neighborhood, too. If popular music is more your thing, head to the Beacon Theater, an opulent former movie palace that today books some of the biggest names in music and comedy. This historic venue feels surprisingly intimate for its 2700 seats, bringing you close(ish) to stars like Tori Amos, John Legend and Trevor Noah.

Sitcom Jerry Seinfeld and IRL Jerry Seinfeld are both Upper West Side residents – and if you’re looking for the next big local funnyman, hit neighboring yuk-yuk joints West Side Comedy Club and Stand Up NY. Seven nights a week, a long roster of comics kill (and occasionally bomb) on these small stages; both venues also offer frequent open-mic nights for anyone looking to try out some material of their own.

Up Broadway, Symphony Space offers a program of intriguing (and often esoteric) music and dance performances (as well as filmed versions of plays and operas, if you want to get meta). And if all this inspires you to get moving yourself, drop in on a ballet, jazz or West African dance class at Ailey Extension – where passersby can admire your moves through the ground-floor studio’s floor-to-ceiling windows.

WHERE TO GET A DRINK AFTER A LINCOLN CENTER SHOW

The Lobby Bar

Enjoy a full range of craft cocktails in the recently upgraded David Geffen Hall.

Vanguard Wine Bar

A friendly ambiance for enjoying standout wines and small plates.

The Owl’s Tail

Stop in for creative cocktails and real flair rarely found on the UWS.



HORSE TRADING

In a grand Romanesque revival building on W 89th St, the clop-clop of hooves has given way to the squeals of children. Amazingly, Claremont Riding Academy operated until 2007, its multiple stories filled with stables whose horses used to whisk riders through Central Park’s miles of bridle paths. The historic building is today a private school. In 1989, a row of equally historic stables next door to the academy was converted to studios and performances spaces for Ballet Hispanico, which celebrates Latino cultures through dance.



Do Run Run

Experience a jogger’s paradise

Bounded by two miles-long, shade-rich parks with wide avenues in between, the Upper West Side draws serious and amateur runners from all over the city – and the world. Before you set out in search of that runner’s high, talk shop with the expert staff at Super Runners Shop on Amsterdam Ave or Fleet Feet at Columbus Circle as you get fitted for the perfect shoe. From there, join thousands of fellow athletes on the miles and miles of paths in car-free Central Park.

At Riverside Park, you’ll pass reclaimed piers and railroad ties (and even an old engine) in the section between 59th and 70th Sts, before joining up with a cantilevered passage that provides a straight shot over the waters of the Hudson. Head to the mezzanine promenade to finish up your run under an allée of sycamore trees (from 100th to 110th Sts).

If you know the New York City Marathon, you’ll want to pay homage to Fred Lebow, the marathon’s founder, a sculpture of whom is eternally clocking your time at E 90th St, where 50,000 participants enter Central Park the first Sunday of every November. At the finish line, near W 68th St, exhausted and triumphant finishers cloak themselves in well-earned ponchos before fanning out into local streets. (Watch for limping pedestrians sporting medals all over town in the days after.) While scoring a bib is notoriously tough, you can whet your appetite with an open run arranged by the New York Road Runners (the marathon’s organizer); they take place weekly all over town.
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WHERE TO STAY ON THE UPPER WEST SIDE

The Lucerne

Elegant rooms and great value in a stately building from 1904. $$

Hotel Belleclaire

Your chance to stay in one of the neighborhood’s fabled ‘apartment hotels’ – with all the modern amenities. $$

Arthouse Hotel

Modern touches make this former apartment building extra comfortable. Don’t miss the roof terrace. $$



MASTERPIECE OR GRAFFITI?

On the side of a nondescript retail building on W 79th St, a two-dimensional boy takes a hammer to a very real, double-headed standpipe. (Essential to fire safety in the dense city, such ‘Siamese connections’ can be seen everywhere in town once you start looking.) Is it graffiti? Is it art? The artist will be happy you’re asking such questions, for the mural is by Banksy – the only surviving piece from the anonymous street artist’s sensational 2013 New York City residency, when for a full month, guerilla-style, he unveiled an unannounced piece almost every day. Hammer Boy has become an object of local affection, and neighborhood stalwart Zabar’s keeps the piece conserved behind frequently cleaned plexiglass.



Hollywood on the Upper West Side

A tour of some picture-perfect landmarks

If you find it hard to resist turning your camera on the leafy blocks and historic buildings up and down the district, you’re not alone. Famous filmmakers from Roman Polanski to Mike Nichols to Nora Ephron have set scenes all over the Upper West Side.

One of the city’s most beautiful – and mysterious – buildings is practically a character itself in Roman Polanski’s Rosemary’s Baby: the Dakota (since the famous apartment complex is famously closed to the public, we can’t confirm any satanic goings-on of late). Occult activity of a farther-out variety was reckoned to take place on the roof at nearby 55 Central Park West – often called Ghostbusters Building, outside of which you’re more likely to spot labradoodles than Zuul. In Single White Female, a pair of, um, close roommates shared a pad at the stately Ansonia, perhaps Broadway’s grandest apartment-hotel. In Heartburn, Jack Nicholson breaks Meryl Streep’s…heart in the courtyard of the Apthorp, another imposing apartment palazzo that occupies a full city block. A little ways north is the equally mammoth Belnord, which stands in for the ‘Arconia’ in the Hulu hit Only Murders in the Building.

The Upper West Side is most memorable as a backdrop for silver-screen romance. The double-date scene in When Harry Met Sally takes place at Café Luxembourg on W 70th; the other couple later move into a brownstone at 32 W 89th St. And Ephron’s effervescent You’ve Got Mail is a love letter to her own neighborhood, with scenes filmed at Barney Greengrass, 210 Riverside Dr, Verdi Square and more. And what about that delightful little Shop Around the Corner, you ask? You’ll have to rely on the magic of the movies, alas: the W 69th St storefront is currently occupied by a dry cleaners.

BEST CUP OF COFFEE

Black Press Coffee

A full range of caffeinated options – plus a never-ending kaffeeklatsch with regulars.

The Sensuous Bean

This neighborhood standby for beans, teas and to-go coffees is worth visiting for the smells alone.

Irving Farm New York

This mini NYC chain roasts its own beans. You can taste the difference.



SECRETS OF THE WEST 90S

While things are largely residential as the streets stretch north into the 90s, moments of whimsy and beauty await – if you know where to look. In a canyon between apartment towers, Pomander Walk is a one-block wonder of two-story Tudor cottages, all timber beams and painted shutters. It’s closed to the public – but if you snap a pic through its gate, you can probably get away with geotagging a social post at ‘the Shire.’ Just west, a graceful bronze warrior stands guard over Riverside Park: an equestrian statue of Joan of Arc that’s one of most significant – and least known – works of public sculpture in Manhattan. Take a seat on an adjacent bench to admire the medieval French saint. She’ll keep you safe.



Apartment Department

Grandeur of Central Park West

The Upper West Side has set the standard for refined city living for more than a century. In particular, the huge, elegant buildings along Central Park West all seem to match, their flush-to-the-street facades offering an orthogonal line of luxury, and a contrast to the mature trees across the way. While these buildings are strictly off limits to visitors, a few have impressive, block-wide exteriors that merit a closer look. You might even see one of the many famous people who occupy this real estate stepping out to walk the dog.

Any tour must start with the Dakota, completed in 1884: the first and arguably still the best of uptown’s big luxury developments. The sumptuous design supersizes a French Renaissance château, with dormers, niches and vaulted passageways repurposed for apartment living. Prominent artistic types have appreciated such details – famous residents have included Lauren Bacall, Rosie O’Donnell and (of course) John Lennon and Yoko Ono.

Staying on CPW, compare and contrast a quartet of art deco beauties. Both the El Dorado (between 90th/91st Sts) and the San Remo (74th/75th Sts) boast a set of tapered twin towers that pop out of their bases like mini skyscrapers. The upper floors of the Majestic (71st/72nd Sts) and the Century (62nd/63rd Sts), meanwhile, have a more streamlined style. Somewhere in between is the Beresford (81st/82nd Sts), with setbacks on nearly every floor providing some very lucky people with wraparound terraces.
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WHERE TO FIND THE BEST ANTIQUES

More & More

The assortment of vintage baubles here – like vintage jewelry – is dazzling, almost overwhelming.

Olde Goode Things

This ‘architectural salvage company’ curates home-decor pieces that will catch your eye.

Grand Bazaar

This outdoor marketplace is packed with dealers and vintage specialists with treasures for every taste.



TEEMING WITH TULIPS

New York City has a proud tradition of neighbors turning vacant lots into pocket parks – and West Side Community Garden is one of the most special. On any given afternoon, this oasis on W 89th St draws gardening volunteers, grateful parents, readers and anyone who just wants a peaceful break from it all. The small lawn plays host to Shakespeare performances in the summer – yet the time to visit is in spring, when an extraordinary 15,000 bulbs blossom into a riot of tulips that cover every square inch of this small treasure.



Family Fun

The UWS for little ones

Some days, there seem to be as many strollers as cars on Broadway, Amsterdam and Columbus Aves, and Central Park West. Indeed, with its (relatively) spacious apartments and famous parks (those again!), the Upper West Side is ideal for family life in Manhattan. Here’s how to get a taste of it.

If you can’t take any more hours in the American Museum of Natural History, consider visiting the Children’s Museum of Manhattan, which offers hands-on exhibits that are as fun as they are educational (our kids can’t get enough of Dynamic H2O, an outdoor interactive water feature in the warm-weather months). If it’s too nice out to stay inside, the UWS has literally dozens of playgrounds. You’ll find several just in from the street in Central Park – we love the life-size hippo sculptures, perfect for ‘riding’, at Safari Playground. These majestic beasts also populate…Hippo Playground at Riverside Park; the photo ops are irresistible.

Your little dolls will be delighted by a show at the so-cute-it’s-almost-twee Swedish Cottage Marionette Theater in Central Park, whose artists are experts in the dramatic arts of this charmingly old storytelling medium. After all this excitement, some colorful sweets are in order: Alice’s Tea Cup will whimsically fit the bill. And if you want to reward good behavior (or stop a meltdown), you’ll find parents of all persuasions at West Side Kids, the neighborhood’s best toy store.

BEST FAMILY-FRIENDLY RESTAURANTS

Gennaro

Locals gather at this quintessential neighborhood spot for satisfying, beautifully executed Italian fare. $$

Carmine’s Italian Restaurant

This cavernous red-sauce joint is practically synonymous with family-style dining. Big groups welcome. $$$

Manhattan Diner

The retro decor adds a fun twist for classic diner fare that will please all palates. $






Harlem & Upper Manhattan
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SOME OF MANHATTAN’S BEST STREETS

If Manhattan north of Central Park were its own city, it would be a must-visit world destination in itself.
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This large section of New York offers a true kaleidoscope of different cultures and vibes. Walk the campus and streets near Columbia University to feel like you’re in a (very dense) college town. As Manhattan’s steep, rocky spine snakes north (there’s a reason so many neighborhoods up here have ‘heights’ in their name) and Manhattan narrows, city living takes on a Latin aspect in thriving Dominican neighborhoods. With its woodsy parks, Inwood, at the northern tip, stands out for more than just its latitude.

And then there’s Harlem, whose name alone summons associations with art, culture and sheer panache. Named for the Dutch city of Haarlem, this large, flat area was for years home to farmsteads and country estates (including the home of Alexander Hamilton). Development ensued in the late 19th century, when many of the area’s historic townhouses were built; ever denser buildings came with the northward extension of the subways in the early 20th century. Yet it was the Great Migration of African Americans from Southern farms to Northern cities that truly put Harlem on the map, with a flourishing of intellectual and artistic expression that became a high-water mark of American history: the Harlem Renaissance.

While recent gentrification has changed the African American character of Harlem – and not without controversy – it remains one of New York’s most exciting areas. A stroll down 125th St, Lenox Ave and other thoroughfares remains an essential New York City experience – no more so than on Sundays, when splendidly dressed congregants at the neighborhood’s many churches raise the roof with praise.
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DON’T MISS

The Met Cloisters

High above Manhattan’s tip, a pastiche of monastery architecture houses treasures of medieval art.

Harlem’s Streets

Some of the widest sidewalks in the city are made for strolling.

Washington Heights

In one of the city’s most dynamic quarters, immerse yourself in the Dominican community.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Apollo Theater

2Cathedral Church of St John the Divine

3El Museo del Barrio

4Hispanic Society of America Museum & Library

5Red Rooster

6Studio Museum in Harlem

7United Palace

SIGHTS

81520 Sedgwick Ave

920 E 127th St (Langston Hughes)

10555 Edgecombe Ave

11Abyssinian Baptist Church

12Bill’s Place

13Butler Library

14Caribbean Cultural Center African Diaspora Institute (CCCADI)

15City College of New York

16Columbia University

17Lenfest Center for the Arts

18Grand Concourse

19Hamilton Grange National Memorial

20Harlem Meer

21High Bridge

22Little Red Lighthouse

23Malcolm Shabazz Harlem Market

24Masjid Malcolm Shabazz

25Morris-Jumel Mansion

26Mother AME Zion Church

27Northwest Corner Building

28Riverside Church

29Rosicrucian Cultural Center of New York City

30Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture

31Shakespeare Steps

32Sugar Hill Children’s Museum of Art & Storytelling

33The Bronx Museum of the Arts

34The Forum at Columbia University

35Universal Hip Hop Museum

36Yankee Stadium

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

37J Hood Wright Park

38Totally Kid Carousel

SLEEPING

39Aloft Harlem

40Edge Hotel

41Northern Lights Mansion

EATING

42Absolute Bagels

43Charles Pan-Fried Chicken

44Charles Pan-Fried Chicken

45Cuchifritos

46Des Ambassades

47Koronet Pizza

48La Casa Del Mofongo

49La Fonda

50Le Baobab Gouygui

51Lechonera La Isla

52Melba’s Restaurant

53Rao’s

54SluttyVegan Harlem

55Sylvia’s

56The Hungarian Pastry Shop

57Tom’s

58Wu and Nussbaum

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

59Floridita

60Harlem Shake

ENTERTAINMENT

61Harlem Nights

62Harlem Stage at The Gatehouse

63Shrine

SHOPPING

64Almacen & Botanica Ochun II

65Columbia University Bookstore

66Harlem Haberdashery

67Hats By Bunn Inc

68La Marqueta

69Plaza de Las Americas

70Trintage




TOP TIP

To really soak in these neighborhoods, savor their street scenes: in the warm-weather months, life uptown is lived outdoors. So get jerk chicken from a food cart. Engage with a sidewalk preacher. Shake your hips to merengue from a boom box. Say hi to those folks sitting on the stoop.




Apollo Theater

Where showtime is always a joy

Its iconic marquee jutting out over W 125th St, the majestic Apollo Theater looms as the cultural heart of Harlem. The theater opened in 1914 as a segregated burlesque house, before getting shuttered by a public anti-vice campaign under the administration of Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia. In 1934, the theater relaunched, catering to Harlem’s ever-growing African American community. The Apollo’s world-famous Amateur Night has launched the careers of an astonishing constellation of stars, from Ella Fitzgerald and Sammy Davis Jr to Gladys Knight, Lauryn Hill and Dave Chappelle. The theater’s calendar today brims with big-name acts as well as comedy nights and community-oriented programs – yet the most surefire way to experience the Apollo magic is on Amateur Night, which still takes place every Wednesday, all year long. At these raucous evenings, audiences are encouraged to loudly show their love (or not: booing is also common). You can count on cheering your lungs out – and may leave with a taste of tomorrow’s next big star.
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Studio Museum in Harlem

An incubator of tomorrow’s talent

Kerry James Marshall, Julie Mehretu, Simone Leigh, Kehinde Wiley – what do these art-world superstars have in common? They all passed through the Studio Museum in Harlem, whose artist-in-residence program has, since 1968, been incubating up-and-coming artists of African descent. Aside from its own alumni, the museum also collects and exhibits works by Black artists from the Harlem community, and around the world. The museum will double in size when it reopens in 2024 in a brand-new five-story building designed by Adjaye Associates. When you visit, take note of the artist names you see on gallery wall texts. Chances are, you’ll see their work again before long.


The Met Cloisters

Medieval abbey overlooking the Hudson

This curious and marvelous museum of European art from the Middle Ages could only exist in the USA. Its origins lie with Washington Heights resident George Grey Barnard, an astute, eccentric collector of medieval sculpture and architectural artifacts, many sourced under…dubious circumstances from the ruins of European monasteries. Destitute thanks to his collecting, Barnard eventually sold his trove to John D Rockefeller Jr – who not only built an abbey-like structure that assembled many of Barnard’s pieces (including four ‘cloisters,’ or courtyards), but hired the son of Frederick Olmstead to design a whole park around it. With its heather garden and views of the Palisades across the river, Fort Tryon Park is a delightful green space indeed.

After donating the new institution to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Rockefeller continued funding acquisitions, and the Cloisters opened to the public in 1938. The collection is as remarkable as the one-of-a-kind ambiance in which it’s displayed. Look for a set of 15th-century playing cards in the Treasury, displayed near religious objects made from amber, gold and semiprecious gems, as well as the Annunciation Triptych (or Merode Altarpiece), a masterpiece of Netherlandish painting. And you’ll surely recognize The Unicorn Rests in a Garden, the centerpiece of the Unicorn Tapestries, which tell the story of the mythical, allegorical beast using silk, silver and gold thread.
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IN INWOOD’S WOODS

If you make it to Manhattan’s hilly northern tip, two giant parks offer a contrast in greenery. Filled with dramatic terraces, castle-like parapets and pathways designed for promenading, the heavily landscaped Fort Tryon Park is a photogenic pleasure. A little farther north, by contrast, Inwood Hill Park is one of the few spaces in the city that has been truly untouched by development. On a hike through this urban forest, you’ll encounter caves, old-growth trees and maybe even a bald eagle.




Cathedral of St John the Divine

An ever-evolving house of worship

The soaring Gothic-style cathedral at the top of Morningside Park has been under construction for more than 100 years. And it’s still far from complete. The seat of New York’s Episcopal (Anglican) diocese, the structure represents the grand ambitions of the city’s elite of years past – and the inclusive, ecumenical spirit of the congregation’s present.

Entering the sanctuary, the superlatives unfold: the USA’s largest stained-glass window, one of the largest organs in the world (with 8500 pipes), a nave twice the width of Westminster Abbey. But it’s the small-scale details that really reveal this cathedral’s character. A bay off the nave is a ‘Poet’s Corner’ that salutes such secular saints as Mark Twain and Getrude Stein. Adorable figures by Tom Otterness peek out from niches in the central piers, overlooking the Renaissance Barberini Tapestries. In the grand chapels radiating off the apse, you’ll find religious objects from the treasury, as well as a remarkable cast-bronze relief triptych, The Life of Christ, that is unmistakably by Keith Haring.
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Hispanic Society Museum & Library

A forgotten treasure no more

The star of beaux-arts Audubon Terrace, this museum and research center used to receive only a trickle of in-the-know art lovers. No longer: visitors are at last catching on to the extraordinary, recently renovated institution, the passion project of the eccentric (and fabulously wealthy) scholar-collector Archer Huntington.

The elegant galleries here evoke a Spanish palace. Displayed all around are masterpieces of painting, sculpture, decorative arts and more from Iberia and the Spanish world, including Goya’s fierce Duchess of Alba and three incisive portraits by Velázquez. One of New York’s most atmospheric museums, it’s a must-visit treasure of the city’s cultural life.


United Palace

A theater of architectural wonders

This dazzling 3350-seat venue opened in 1930, one of the five NYC area ‘Wonder Theaters’ operated by Loew’s in the era when a night at the movies was a big deal indeed. The extravagantly eclectic architecture riffs on everything from Cambodian temples to Byzantine churches to Spain’s Alhambra – with every inch gilded to the hilt. Once used for religious services, the meticulously restored theater once again hosts movie screenings plus live performances by Latin American artists – and even the 2023 Tony Awards.
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Red Rooster

The essential Harlem watering hole

Leave it to an Ethiopian-born, Swedish-raised chef-entrepreneur to perfectly capture the vibe of Harlem past and present. Marcus Samuelsson’s Red Rooster has been one of the hottest restaurants in town since it opened in 2010, with a menu of refined comfort food (if you’re thinking of skipping the cornbread – don’t) served in a bustling dining room that’s perpetually filled with what must be everyone in the neighborhood. Walls plastered with work by local artists plus a program of live music enhances the vibe – especially in the downstairs Ginny’s Supper Club, a speakeasy-style lounge that makes the superb cocktails taste even better.

El Museo del Barrio

A spotlight on Latino art

The founders of this exciting museum started with a simple if radical proposition: mainstream museums were ignoring Latino artists – and that needed to change. More than 60 years later, the institution has more than made its point, amassing a permanent collection of more than 8000 artworks, from pre-Columbian objects to contemporary pieces that combine many media. In every exhibition it mounts and every program it presents, the museum never strays from a mission to engage audiences by showcasing the talents of Latino creators all over the USA – and especially in the Spanish-speaking communities of East Harlem (also called the Barrio), which of course is its own backyard.


Strolling the Brownstones of Harlem
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While Harlem went through an especially brutal era of urban renewal in the mid-20th century, some of the city’s most elegant blocks remain – underscored by a rewarding neighborhood walk.

Start at the top of the limestone outcropping at 1 Marcus Garvey Park, where volunteers in the cast-iron Mount Morris Fire Watchtower once looked out for conflagrations, ringing a bell to alert the neighbors below. Descend the steps to the adjacent 2 Mount Morris Park Historic District, where impeccably preserved brownstones, complete with bay windows, stoops and rusticated stones, testify to the bourgeois aspirations of former Harlem residents.

After crossing the clamor of W 125th St, the homes, built between 1880 and 1883, of 3 Astor Row on W 130th St boast front yards and covered wooden porches – both wonderful NYC oddities. The best is yet to come, but a few blocks north: the unmissable Italianate townhouses of 4 Strivers’ Row, on W 138th and 139th Sts, were developed back to back, with alleyways between them. A center for the Harlem elite, the block was home to such famous residents as comic actor Stepin Fetchit, composer Eubie Blake, political heavyweight Adam Clayton Powell Jr and even a young (pre–West Coast) Tupac Shakur.

North of City College’s campus, 5 Hamilton Heights contains yet more stately, character-filled townhouses (such as 144th St and Convent Ave which you might recognize from Wes Anderson’s The Royal Tenenbaums.) Farther north, charming, wooden two-story homes line 6 Sylvan Terrace – an early development for local workers that’s practically unchanged since 1882.




A Crossroads of Black Culture

From Harlem Renaissance through today

Harlem is indelibly associated with African American culture. During the Great Migration of the early 20th century, millions of Black Americans moved north from Southern rural communities, transforming industrializing cities into hubs of Black life. Literature, poetry and music by Black Americans effloresced during the Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s in a concentration of talent and creative expression that rivals Florence of the 1400s. Artists associated with the movement include Alain Locke, Zora Neale Hurston, Marcus Garvey, Duke Ellington and others whose steps you can trace today.

In poems, novels, plays and journalistic commentaries, Langston Hughes (originally from Missouri) took inspiration from jazz, the blues and the everyday people he met on Harlem streets to celebrate Black culture and advocate for social justice. Swing by the townhouse he lived in for 20 years (20 E 127th St), and pull up the text ‘I look at the world’ or ‘Let America Be America Again” to consider the master’s words in situ – literally. At the Studio Museum in Harlem, photographs by James Van Der Zee (on permanent exhibition) illustrate the élan of generations of Harlem residents.

Established in 1925, the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture today contains some 10 million books, documents and artifacts chronicling the experience of those of African descent. While this peerless collection is primarily a resource for scholars, the center offers exhibitions, lectures, performances and tours for the public – which offer a glimpse into the workings of this essential institution. Further north, the elegant 555 Edgecombe Ave was a whites-only building for its first 25 years – before becoming an in-demand address for cultural luminaries like bandleader Count Basie, boxer Joe Louis and singer-activist Paul Robeson. Bring your tour into the present with a live set at Parlor Entertainment Harlem, which hosts live jazz sessions in apartment 3F each Sunday afternoon.
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UPTOWN BURGERS, TWO WAYS

Two female restaurateurs have channeled Harlem’s signature panache at their respective burger joints, which both usually have lines out the door.

Since Jelena Pasic founded Harlem Shake in 2013, crowds have been queuing up for a booth in the retro-diner-like space, washing the signature double-patty burgers down with decadent milkshakes (you won’t regret opting for the red velvet flavor).

A few blocks away, Pinky Cole – who got her start in the restaurant business in the neighborhood – has brought her Atlanta-based phenomenon Slutty Vegan to 135th St. Sassily named sandwiches like the Fussy Hussy, Sloppy Toppy and One Night Stand look tall enough to give you a heart attack. But since everything here is plant-based, feel free to indulge.



BEST SOUL FOOD

Charles Pan-Fried Chicken

Succulent chicken, ribs and more by James Beard Award–nominated chef Gabriel Charles. $$

Sylvia’s

There’s Sylvia’s, and there’s everywhere else. A Harlem legend since 1962 for good reason. $$

Melba’s

Expect a warm welcome at this neighborhood favorite. The chicken and waffles draw diners from all over. $$




DINER LORE
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For over 75 years, Costas Ieromonahos’ family has owned Tom’s Restaurant, made famous first by the 1982 Suzanne Vega hit, and later by Seinfeld.

What’s changed since you started?

Before COVID, all the party kids, all the bartenders, they used to come here to eat breakfast. Now, people come in earlier. I think people aren’t partying any more. There’s, like, brunch – then by 9 or 10pm, they’re home sleeping.

What’s the most frequent question you get?

‘Where was Jerry sitting? What’s the George table?’ I point it out to them.

What about that Suzanne Vega song?

Her vocal teacher is my customer. And she still comes here sometimes. She gets grilled cheese, a milkshake, stuff like that. Simple stuff.



WHERE TO STAY IN HARLEM AND UPPER MANHATTAN

Edge Hotel

A new-ish property in the heart of Washington Heights with clean rooms and easy subway access. $

Northern Lights

Sample brownstone living in this historic guesthouse, in Harlem’s core. $$

Aloft Harlem

A modern, design-focused option smack in the middle of 125th St’s bustle. $$

Go Ivy League in Morningside Heights

Pass for a Columbia student

Looming over Morningside Heights is one of the city’s – and the USA’s – top centers of scholarship, Columbia University. Despite the fortress-like appearance of the institution (which covers a full six square blocks), visitors are most welcome to walk across the stunning campus, planned in the late 19th century by the storied firm of McKim, Mead & White. With a few tips, you might even pass for a Columbia student yourself.

Start at the Columbia Bookshop to stock up on a collegiate t-shirt or cap in the university’s signature baby blue. As you follow College Walk onto the campus proper, you can’t miss the beaux-arts magnificence of the Low Memorial Library and Butler Library, which face each other across the South Field. (Alas, without a badge you’ll be unable to get into any campus building.) Admire the modern angles of the Northwest Corner Building (completed in 2009) as you walk north to the new Manhattanville campus, at 125th and Broadway, where you can see what public programs are on at the Forum, and check out the latest exhibition at the Lenfest Center for the Arts.

Studying concluded, head back down Broadway to join in a carb fest with students at Koronet Pizza, whose jumbo slices have been filling bellies on a budget for decades. Partisans say Absolute Bagels serves some of the city’s best, while the black-and-white cookies at Wu + Nussbaum draw sweet tooths from all over the city.

If you want to linger over a book, you can’t beat the famous Hungarian Pastry Shop – where a wall of volumes by authors known to frequent the cafe speaks to its unimpeachable literary bona fides. If you’re feeling a little less brainy, you can raise a glass (or a few) at the Columbia community favorite’s dive, 1020 Bar. Just bring your ID – since, by this point, you’ll be passing as an undergraduate.
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Harlem’s Spiritual Side

Worship your way

There must be something in the air in Harlem that focuses the mind and elevates the spirit. Visitors to the neighborhood encounter a smorgasbord of religious traditions, and have the opportunity to interact with communities that loudly, proudly practice their faiths as they raise their voices in praise.

Start by opening your mind at Riverside Church, a stupendous neo-Gothic structure in Morningside Heights. The interdenominational congregation has always promoted social justice, and the luminaries who have spoken from the pulpit include Cesar Chavez, Desmond Tutu, Fidel Castro, Reinhold Niebuhr and Martin Luther King Jr, who first articulated his opposition to the Vietnam War here. In a different tradition, Masjid Malcolm Shabazz, capped by an unmissable green onion dome, has also long been a center of Harlem activism, and was for many years the spiritual home of Malcolm X. Non-Muslims are most welcome at the weekly 1pm Friday service.

Every Sunday, Harlem’s hundreds of churches – from unmarked storefronts to opulent piles – throw open their doors for worship. Two of the most august are Mother AME Zion Church, formed in 1796, making it New York’s oldest African American congregation (Sunday service at 11am weekly); and Abyssinian Baptist Church, a longtime pillar of the community (Sunday service at 10am). Both feature in-house gospel choirs that make the angels weep.

If you’re curious about newer-age rituals, consider a meditation session at the Rosicrucian Cultural Center. And if you’re agnostic but still deeply spiritual, stop by Almacen & Botanica Ochun II for a votive candle, deity statuette or pack of incense sticks that you can deploy for rites of your own creation.


A GOSPEL-SERVICE GUIDE

Visitors are most welcome at Sunday services in most Harlem churches. Yet if the main draw for you is hearing a rousing gospel choir in action, you must remember these gatherings are most certainly not shows. Some simple gestures will communicate your respect. Congregants at these churches define ‘Sunday best’ – and while you don’t need to wear a suit or elegant hat to attend, you should skip the shorts, tank tops and sandals. Be sure to stay for the entire service, including the sermon (which might be a stemwinder). Dig deep when the collection plate comes around. And linger a bit after to socialize with your fellow churchgoers. They’ll be glad you came.



BEST LIVE MUSIC

Bill’s Place

BYOB to this tiny, fabulous venue, where jazz saxophonist Bill Saxton and friends let loose.

Shrine World Music Venue

Performance space with varied programming, including neo-soul, funk, comedy, West African acts and more.

Harlem Nights

At this stylish yet neighborly bar, connected locals enjoy live music, craft cocktails and a sizzling ambiance.


FROM WATERWORKS TO DRAMA

You’d be forgiven for mistaking the brawny stone structure on W 135 and Convent Ave for a medieval castle. Instead, it once served as a piece of urban infrastructure for a different, equally vital purpose: a gatehouse for the mammoth Croton Aqueduct system.

Forward-thinking city planners set up this pharaonic project in the 19th century to deliver clean water from hundreds of miles north, via gravity and pumping stations like this one, to receiving reservoirs at Central and Bryant Parks, and on to New Yorkers’ homes.

After years of disuse, the Gate House reopened in 2006 as the home of Harlem Stage, known for high-quality productions that showcase artists of color.



BEST FASHION BOUTIQUES

Harlem Haberdashery

Shop streetwear or get measured for bespoke suits at this Harlem institution, with its famous friendliness and flair.

Hats by Bunn

Men’s and women’s fedoras, trilbies and sun hats woven by hand are the speciality of this millinery atelier.

Trintage

Find the perfect vintage piece for the right price at this perfectly curated women’s boutique.

Perusing Le Petit Sénégal

A taste of West Africa

New York’s countless immigrant enclaves are true treasures – and you’ll find one of the most memorable fanning out from 116th St: Little Senegal. Migrants from Senegal and other West African countries started arriving in force some 40 years ago; today, dozens of beauty salons, clothing stores, restaurants and more cater to this thriving community.

Start your morning with a French pastry, cup of coffee and lively conversation at Patisserie Des Ambassades, which also serves hearty West African fare for lunch and dinner. The vendors at the outdoor Malcolm Shabazz Harlem Market sell baskets, apparel, jewelry and many other African products you didn’t know you were looking for. At neighborhood canteen Le Baobab, communal tables are crowded with local families and delivery workers on break, any of whom may invite you to break bread with them. Fresh-made daily specials include classics like chicken yassa and the elaborate fish-and-rice  thiebou dienn, Senegal’s national dish.

Finish up your tour by taking in an exhibition or performance at Caribbean Cultural Center African Diaspora Institute on W 125th St, which celebrates the melding of African-diaspora cultures from around the globe that you’ll find only in Harlem.
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VISIT AN EXPERIENCE
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Food-world superstar Marcus Samuelsson (@marcuscooks) has lived in Harlem for two decades. Here’s where he goes when he’s not at his Red Rooster.

The Parlor

On a Sunday, Marjorie Eliot plays piano with jazz musicians in her apartment – she’s like 80-plus. This is not a restaurant – you’re walking into someone’s home. This is a Harlem experience.

Central Park’s North End

You have Harlem Meer, a little pond. They allow roller skating, kids are biking, people are fishing. The north side of Central Park is stunning.

East Harlem

This marketplace called La Marqueta has been there for maybe 80 years – there’s food, but also salsa dancing. And Rao’s is the most famous Italian restaurant in the country.



BEST PUERTO RICAN FOOD IN EL BARRIO

Cuchifritos

Old-school counter for fried chicharrones, pork-ear stew, pork belly and other nose-to-tail preparations. $

La Fonda Boricua

Sit down in this swank dining room to enjoy elegantly plated classics like carne guisada, pernil and more. $$

Lechonera La Isla

Tiny storefront spot serves to-die-for roast suckling pig, bacalao, sausage and other Puerto Rican specialties. $

‘It’s Quiet Uptown’

Alexander Hamilton’s Manhattan

Centuries before he became the star of an era-defining Broadway musical, Alexander Hamilton called Upper Manhattan home. A quintessential New Yorker, the famous Founding Father left his fingerprints all over his hometown, establishing the New York Post and the Bank of New York, while championing the commerce-driven spirit that defines the city to this day.

You can get a taste of how this polymath lived in his own time at Hamilton Grange, the homestead of his estate, completed in 1802 in what was then farmland and woods (Hamilton would travel by stagecoach several times each week to attend to business downtown). The twice-relocated (literally, on trucks) Federal-style mansion today features elegant rooms filled with period furniture and furnishings, and is free to visit.

Hamilton was able to enjoy his new pad for only two years before his demise in that famous duel with rival statesman Aaron Burr. In a neighborhood twist, Burr later got married in the parlor of the Morris Jumel Mansion, 20 blocks north of Hamilton Grange. Built in 1765, this Palladian-style house features beautiful Georgian interiors; George Washington briefly used the property as the headquarters for his army as they fled north after defeat at the Battle of Brooklyn. More recently, Lin-Manuel Miranda spent time in the superbly preserved building, channeling its historic characters as he composed his score to Hamilton.


KINGS OF EL BARRIO

In early January, colorful wise men (and the neighbors who love them) take over the streets of East Harlem for the annual Three Kings Day Parade, which has been organized for almost 50 years by El Museo del Barrio. This Latin American tradition gets a New York twist, with poets, musicians, activists and local leaders joining the traditional costumed revelers and life-size puppets that celebrate the holiday of the Epiphany. It’s a post-Christmas treat – and a nice counterpoint to the gaudy holiday displays further downtown.



BEST ATTRACTIONS FOR KIDS

Sugar Hill Children’s Museum of Art & Storytelling

Interactive exhibits and programs for kids emphasize creative hands-on activities.

J Hood Wright Park

Part of a playground climber here is a mini George Washington Bridge. The real one is visible behind it.

Totally Kid Carousel

In Riverbank State Park, this delightful merry-go-round features mountable creatures designed by local kids.

Bienvenido a Washington Heights

Discovering New York’s Dominican community

North of 160th St (there’s no east or west this far up, where Manhattan narrows dramatically), you’ll find the heart of New York’s Dominican community. Following decades of political turmoil in the Dominican Republic, migration took off in the 1960s; the population today numbers an astonishing 900,000 New Yorkers. Famous sons and daughters of Washington Heights include Alex Rodriguez and Cardi B.

Get your first taste of the neighborhood with eggs and spicy sausage over mangú (mashed plantains) plus a café con leche at Floridita, a humming cafe. Wander down to the Plaza de las Americas, in front of the United Palace, where you can source yuca, pineapples and other Caribbean staples from the market stalls – and where a merengue dance party might break out at any moment. Here or on any other Washington Heights street corner, look out for the piragüeros, mobile vendors of the shaved-ice-and-syrup treat. Lin-Manuel Miranda made a cameo as a local piragua guy in the 2021 film adaptation of his love letter to the neighborhood, In the Heights.

On the sidewalks of St Nicholas and Audubon Aves, groups of men sit around tables, concentrating on their high-intensity games of dominoes. They might let you watch; if you speak Spanish, they might even let you join in. Lunch at La Casa Del Mofongo brings heaps of the Caribbean specialty – here made in the Dominican style, with chicharrones added to the mashed green plantain. As you head to the 1 train, pass through the 191st St Tunnel, a riot of graffiti and vivid murals that celebrate this thriving community.
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A Walk Through the Bronx

New York City’s mainland borough

Separated from Upper Manhattan by the ribbon of the Harlem River, the Bronx is the only one of New York City’s five boroughs attached to the mainland United States. An afternoon exploring its streets will give you a taste of one of the city’s liveliest and less-visited corners.

Follow the pretty park path from Washington Heights to the High Bridge. This beautiful stone viaduct was built in the 19th century as part of the Croton Aqueduct project, which delivered water from upstate New York to the ever-expanding city. (Though it’s delivered through newer pipes, the city’s drinking water flows south from the Catskill Mountains to this day.)

Once on the mainland, it’s a 15-minute downhill walk to the Shakespeare Steps – better known, thanks to Joaquin Phoenix’ memorable moves, as the ‘Joker Stairs.’ Strike a pose for your own Gotham City photo op, then continue (back uphill) to the wide sidewalks of Grand Concourse, lined with art deco apartment buildings that were once the height of middle-class comfort.

Behind its jazzy facade, the Bronx Museum of the Arts celebrates artists who focus on the urban experience, many based in the community. And no visit to the borough is complete without taking in Yankee Stadium – ideally by watching the Bronx Bombers step up to the plate on their home turf.

Farther afield lie some of the Bronx’s better-known attractions: the stunning plantings in the New York Botanical Garden, the coterie of critters at the Bronx Zoo and the city’s true Little Italy, on and around Arthur Ave. You may want to spend a while in the Bronx.


BOOGIE-DOWN BEATS

From Staten Island’s Wu-Tang Clan to Brooklyn’s Biggie Smalls, New York City has played a disproportionate role in advancing the art of hip-hop. Yet the Bronx is where just about everyone acknowledges the genre first took shape: it was at a 1973 party in an unassuming apartment complex at 1520 Sedgwick Ave that DJ Kool Herc first matched beats on a pair of turntables, and invited a friend to ‘rap’ along. A worldwide phenomenon followed. Go deeper into the history at the Universal Hip Hop Museum: slated to open in 2025, this immersive attraction will give visitors a new way to feel the beat of the Bronx.



BEST RESTAURANTS ON ARTHUR AVE

Egidio Pastry Shop

Order espresso and biscotti, then get a table by the window to watch the Arthur Ave bustle outside. $

Dominick’s

Family-style classic whose menu of tasty pastas, pizzas and stews is recited by the server – never written down. $$

Çka Ka Qëllu

Restaurant celebrating Albanian cuisine. Cheese, meat, potatoes, plus displays of artisanal artifacts. $$




Brooklyn
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THE UNDERDOG NO MORE

No longer the butt of bridge-and-tunnel jokes, Brooklyn has become a global brand, commanding respect for its arts, architecture, dining and nightlife – and the high rents that come with the territory.
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From its origins as a Dutch farming settlement in the mid-1600s known as Breuckelen, to a population of 2.6 million at last estimate, it’s now one of the most populous places in the country, and a destination setting trends at home and abroad. Beyond its public face, however, the borough is a study in contrasts: multimillion-dollar skyscrapers overlooking public housing, crowded avenues yielding to peaceful green spaces, hipster transplants bumping up against lifelong residents. At its heart is a trifecta of public treasures: the lush Brooklyn Botanic Garden, sprawling Brooklyn Museum, and Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux–designed Prospect Park. (Fun fact: The architects came up with the term ‘parkway’ while putting together their plan for Brooklyn’s system of parks and roads.)

The neighborhoods here are as diverse as its people, from the moneyed Manhattan views of Brooklyn Heights and Dumbo to the trendy North Brooklyn sections of Williamsburg, Greenpoint and Bushwick, with bars, restaurants and nightlife to spare.

Carroll Gardens, Cobble Hill, Park Slope and Prospect Heights have been well and truly gentrified, while areas like Red Hook maintain a bit of an artsy edge. In Central Brooklyn, Fort Greene, Bedford-Stuyvesant (Bed-Stuy) and Crown Heights celebrate Black heritage; the Russian diaspora thrives in South Brooklyn, and numerous Asian and Latino cultures call Sunset Park home. Coney Island’s freak-show days are long gone, but the beachside amusement park remains one of a kind.

It’s easy to make a day trip across the East River if you’re basing yourself in Manhattan, though there’s more than enough to see and do to justify a trip to Brooklyn alone. It’s truly a universe unto itself.
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DON’T MISS

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS PROMENADE

For similar views, this narrow esplanade is ideal for sunset.

BROOKLYN BRIDGE

Stroll the world’s first steel suspension bridge for eye-popping views.

PROSPECT PARK

The architects of Central Park considered this their masterpiece.

BROOKLYN MUSEUM

This art-world powerhouse has more than 1.5 million objects.

BROOKLYN DINING

A haven for food lovers, Brooklyn’s diversity is reflected in its cuisines.

ART SCENE

With unconventional exhibits and shows, Brooklyn’s art scene is unrivaled.

BLACK HISTORY

From the Notorious BIG’s neighborhood to Brooklyn’s first Black community.

CONEY ISLAND AND BRIGHTON BEACH

Bustling boardwalk and Russian culture like no other.
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TOP TIP

Spanning some 69 sq miles, from gritty industrial districts to well-heeled brownstone enclaves, Brooklyn could take weeks, months, even years to truly absorb in full. Get organized geographically: Williamsburg, Greenpoint and Bushwick can be discovered in a day; Williamsburg and Red Hook, however, would be more of a struggle




WHERE TO DRINK LOCAL BEER
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The Complete Beer Course author Joshua M Bernstein (@joshmbernstein) shares his top picks for local brews.

Strong Rope Brewery

The prettiest taproom in NYC, right on the waterfront in Red Hook. You’re gazing at the Statue of Liberty as the sun sets, drinking beer made only with ingredients grown in the state.

Other Half Brewing

If you’re an IPA lover, Other Half in Domino Park is a must. Drink IPAs with wild combinations of hops, then walk across the street for beautiful East River views.

Wild East Brewing Co

My favorite in Gowanus right now. If you’ve burned out on IPAs, go there and fall back in love with the classic styles.




Brooklyn Heights Promenade

An elevated waterfront esplanade

Some of the borough’s ritziest real estate is found in Brooklyn Heights, particularly on the streets leading to its number-one attraction: an 1800ft-long esplanade atop the heavily trafficked Brooklyn–Queens Expwy (BQE). A narrow strip popular with joggers and cyclists, it offers a breathtaking perspective on Lower Manhattan and the New York Harbor, making an ideal setting for a sunset stroll. There are benches too, which are a hot commodity on clear evenings. For even more views, walk along the Squibb Park Bridge, which zigzags along the waterfront just north of the promenade to Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 1.
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Brooklyn Botanic Garden

A place to exhale

A dose of natural beauty in bumper-to-bumper Brooklyn, this 52-acre oasis is the place to be in late April or early May, when the cherry trees are in full bloom, and during the holiday season, when a million-plus lights illuminate the grounds. If you like fall foliage, it’s not bad in autumn either. It’s one of the borough’s prettiest places – thousands of plants and trees across 15 gardens, connected by a network of trails. The Japanese Hill-and-Pond Garden is popular, with wooden bridges and a Shinto shrine; there’s also a bonsai museum, rose garden and woodland field with bluebells and toad-lilies. Kids are welcome to touch and smell in the Fragrance Garden, and the Discovery Garden hosts family activities.
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Brooklyn Navy Yard

Captains of industry

East of Dumbo on the East River’s Wallabout Bay, a retired shipbuilding facility has become a 300-acre industrial park, home to Steiner Studios, local boozeries King County Distillery and Rooftop Reds, and an offshoot of the Lower East Side’s legendary Russ & Daughters appetizing shop. It’s tough to reach by train, but there’s lots to see and do once you’re there, from pottery classes at Brooklyn Clay Industries and woodworking at Bien Hecho Academy to sound-bath meditations at the Naval Cemetery Landscape and sunset yoga at Brooklyn Grange.


Sunset Park

Spread out in Southwest Brooklyn

Small enough to get around easily, large enough to kick back and chill, Sunset Park has basketball, handball and sand volleyball, public restrooms and an Olympic-size, neoclassical/art deco–style pool dating to 1936. But its incredible views are perhaps the biggest draw, overlooking the skyline and the Statue of Liberty across to Staten Island and New Jersey. The neighborhood that gives the plot its name has tons of dining options, so you can fill up on dim sum or hotpot and walk (or nap) it off in the park, or grab tacos en route and find quiet corner to tuck in.


Green-Wood Cemetery

Let the spirits move you

There aren’t many places to go in Brooklyn for peace and quiet – most visitors come here for the exact opposite. But there’s room to relax at Green-Wood Cemetery, a serene 478 acres with 570,000 ‘permanent residents,’ including Jean-Michel Basquiat, Leonard Bernstein and Boss Tweed. Gravespotters can pick up maps at the gatehouse and wander as the spirits move them, or download the official app to explore by theme or proximity.

But there’s more to see than headstones – from art installations and trolley tours to a fascinating array of events, including early morning birding excursions, moonlight catacomb walks, introductions to Revolutionary-era distillers (plus tastings from their modern-day peers) and an uberpopular slate of Halloween programming that hits the creepy high notes. At the Gothic gate, keep an ear out for the green-monk parakeets who bedded in here after escaping from a crate at JFK in the 1960s – or so the story goes. The grounds may look familiar from films like The Departed and John Wick, both of which were shot here.



Marsha P Johnson State Park

Manhattan views for days

Formerly known as East River State Park and before that a 19th-century shipping dock, this 7-acre stretch of Williamsburg waterfront was renamed in 2020 in honor of Marsha P Johnson, the Black transgender activist instrumental in the Stonewall Uprising and early LGBTIQ+ rights movement. It is New York’s first state park dedicated to someone LGBTIQ+. Beyond its new features – a native-species garden, a park house with public restrooms, panels highlighting Johnson’s life and work and a flower-laden gateway at Kent Ave/N Eighth St – it remains a slice of greenery with sublime views of Manhattan.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Brooklyn Navy Yard

2City Reliquary

3Marsha P Johnson State Pk

4McCarren Park

5Smorgasburg

SIGHTS

6Bushwick Collective

7Domino Park

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

8Brooklyn Craft Company

SLEEPING

9Penny

10Wythe Hotel

EATING

1150 Norman

12Ace’s Pizza

13Acre

14Aldama

15Christina’s

see 11Cibone

see 11Dashi Okume

16For All Things Good

17Frankel’s Deli

18Hidden Pearl

19Karczma

20Lala’s

21Mitsuki Japanese Market

22Nowon Bushwick

see 22Nowon. Ace’s

23Peter Luger

24Pierozek

25Restaurant Relax

26Roberta’s

27Rule of Thirds

28Sobre Masa

29Taqueria Ramirez

30Tortilleria Mexicana Los Hermanos

see 18Wanpaku

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

31Bellocq Tea Atelier

32Botbar

30Brooklyn Beer Garden

33Brooklyn Winery

34Bush

35Enlightenment Wines Meadery

36Farewell Bar

37Four Horsemen

38Fresh Kills Bar

39House of Yes

40Kato Sake Works

41Kettl

see 40Kings County Brewers Collective

see 40Kings County Distillery

42Loveless

43Lucky Dog

44Mary’s

45Metropolitan

46New York Distilling Company

47Other Half Brewing

48Pueblo Querido

49Pueblo Querido

50Qahwah House

51Red Pavilion

52SEY Coffee

53Silo

54Skinny Dennis

55Turf Club

56Water Tower Bar

ENTERTAINMENT

57Brooklyn Monarch

58Brooklyn Steel

59Music Hall of Williamsburg

see 59National Sawdust

see 54Nitehawk Cinema

SHOPPING

60Academy Records Annex

61Artists & Fleas

see 11Brooklyn Record Exchange

62Buffalo Exchange

63Captured Tracks

64Dobbin St Vintage

see 64Feng Sway

65Razor-N-Tape





TOP SIGHT
Brooklyn Bridge

When you first see the Brooklyn Bridge in person, it quickly becomes clear why it’s such an iconic landmark. At 1596ft long, with neo-Gothic towers symbolic of the borough and the metropolis as a whole, the world’s first steel suspension bridge is still impressive at age 140. It’s one of the city’s best sights, not to be missed.
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Jane’s Carousel, Brooklyn Bridge | Francois Roux/shutterstock ©


Scan this QR code for hours and other information.
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Walking across the Bridge

Walking across the Brooklyn Bridge – buffeted by the breeze as the traffic roars below – is a formative New York experience, delivering irresistible views of the glittering Manhattan skyline. In years past, pedestrians and cyclists jostled for space on the narrow promenade, but since a dedicated bike lane opened in 2021, it’s a better experience for all involved. You’ll have the best photo ops if you cross from Brooklyn toward Manhattan. Entrances to the walkway are at Tillary St and Boerum Pl (marked ‘Start Brooklyn Bridge Promenade’ on Google Maps) or up the staircase in the underpass on Washington St (Cadman Plaza E) and Prospect St.


DON'T MISS

Walking across the bridge

Brooklyn Bridge Park

Jane’s Carousel

Empire Fulton Ferry

Squibb Park Bridge



Brooklyn Bridge Park

An 85-acre park wrapping around a 1.3-mile East River bend, this post-industrial site took a series of abandoned piers and turned them into a recreation destination with jaw-dropping views of Manhattan. Visit in the summer to catch outdoor movies on Pier 1, bootcamp classes at Pier 2, sunset yoga and dance parties at Pier 3 and kayaking at Pier 4 – all free. There are also playgrounds, ping-pong tables and turf soccer fields and volleyball courts (scan the QR code for open-play availability). Bring your appetite – between Piers 5 and 6 you’ll find wood-fired pizza at Fornino, oysters and fancy cocktails at moored wooden schooner Pilot, scoops of miso-cherry and vegan chocolate-chunk ice cream at Oddfellows and epic sunset views at all of the above.

Jane’s Carousel

Purchased at auction in the 1980s, painstakingly hand-restored and installed in 2011 in the shadow of the Brooklyn and Manhattan Bridges, this carousel is an ornate vintage treasure housed in a Pritzker Prize–winning acrylic box. It’s come a long way since its early days at an Ohio amusement park, with its 48 carved horses, two chariots and 1200 lights now dazzling in the East River. With real gold leaf on the horses, delicate pinstriping reportedly done freehand by a Mercedes-Benz detailer and a color palette closely matching the 1922 original, it has more than earned its spot on the National Register of Historic Places.


CAPTURE THE PERFECT SHOT

There’s no lack of picturesque perspectives. To capture Brooklyn Bridge with the skyline in the background, Pebble Beach, Time Out Market’s roof terrace and Harriet’s Rooftop are all popular spots. Snap more shots on the waterfront near Water St, or stroll across the bridge at golden hour for a close-up of the towers with Manhattan in the frame.



Fulton Ferry Landing

Not be confused with Empire Fulton Ferry – a little park within Brooklyn Bridge Park housing Jane’s Carousel, Time Out Market and avant-garde theater St Ann’s Warehouse – Fulton Ferry Landing is a historic pier operating at the site of the first Brooklyn–Manhattan ferry service in the 1600s. Before you queue up for the trip to Lower Manhattan, North and South Brooklyn or Governor’s Island, stroll around the water’s edge and look at the railings – they’re inscribed with lines from a poem by avid ferry rider Walt Whitman.


TOP TIPS

• Sunset is peak travel time on the pedestrian walkway. Set out at sunrise or after dark to skip the crowds.

• Climbing on any part of the bridge is strictly prohibited and could lead to a year in prison, a $1000 fine, or both.

• There are no bathrooms on the bridge, so make a pit stop before you start your walk.

• Allow 20 to 40 minutes for the trip – longer if you frequently stop to admire the view.

• On the Brooklyn side, the closest subway stops to the pedestrian entrances are the F at York St, A/C at High St and 2/3 at Clark St.



Squibb Park Bridge

Offering a direct – albeit zigzagging – route from the Brooklyn Heights Promenade to Brooklyn Bridge Park, this elevated steel-and-metal span reopened during the pandemic, and this time they got it right. The 2013 version mimicked a bouncy trail bridge, with steel cables and a black-lotus walkway; it was riddled with problems and only stayed open 15 months. Hop on the pedestrian path by Squibb Park and wind your way up to the Greenway; there’s a Citi Bike station at Pier 2 if you feel like taking a ride.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Brooklyn Botanic Garden

2Brooklyn Museum

3Green-Wood Cemetery

4Industry City

5Prospect Park

6Sunset Park

SIGHTS

7Brooklyn Children’s Museum

8Grand Army Pl

9Lefferts Historic House

see 9Prospect Park Zoo

10Respect for Life

11Richard Beavers Gallery

ACTIVITIES

12Brooklyn Metal Works

EATING

13Agi’s Counter

14Allan’s Bakery

15Ariapita

see 31Aunts et Uncles

16Brooklyn Pizza Crew

17Chong Qing Wharf

18Country House Diner

19Culpeppers

20De Hot Pot

21Dept of Culture

22East Harbor Seafood Palace

23El Rey del Pescado

24Gertrude’s

25Hainan Chicken House

see 31Immaculee Bakery

26Island Pops

see 13Joe & Sal’s

27Joloff

28La Brasa Peruana

29Little Thanh Đa

30Los Poblanos

31Mr P’s

32Peppa’s

33Ras Plant Based

34Saraghina Pizzeria

35Sushi Lin

36Tacos El Bronco

37Tacos El Bronco

38Tacos Matamoros

39Xin Fa Bakery

40Yu Nan Flavour Garden

41Zanmi

NIGHTLIFE

42Bed-Vyne Brew

43Breuckelen Distilling

44Brooklyn Kura

45Brooklyn Perk

46Brooklyn Tea

47C’mon Everybody

48Faccia Brutto

see 44Fort Hamilton Distillery

49Hibiscus Brew

50Rogers Garden

see 44Standard Wormwood

51Veggies Natural Juice Bar

52Yafa Cafe

ENTERTAINMENT

53Barbès

54Billie Holiday Theatre

55Kings Theatre

SHOPPING

see 41African, Record Center

56Ancient Blends Apothe’Care

57BLK MKT Vintage

58Byas & Leon

59Cafe con Libros

see 31CaribBeing

60Cups & Books

see 14Fe Noel Little Caribbean

see 14Labay Market

see 42Make Manifest BK

see 58Peace & Riot

see 56Sincerely, Tommy

61Unnameable Books





TOP SIGHT
Prospect Park

Brooklyn has quite a few green spaces, but the emerald in its crown is Prospect Park, a 585-acre spread designed by Olmsted and Vaux, with rambling, tree-fringed walkways, ornamental bridges, hilly woodlands. Make like the locals and ride bikes, take a stroll, catch a concert, or just lounge around – you really can’t go wrong.
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Prospect Park Lake | Dariusz Gryczka/shutterstock ©


Scan this QR code for hours and other information.
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Enter at Grand Army Plaza

A monumental plaza with Parisian flair, this formal entrance is marked by an arch reminiscent of the Arc de Triomphe, built in the 1890s as a memorial to the Civil War’s Union soldiers. Browse the Saturday Greenmarket before plunging into the park.


DON'T MISS

Grand Army Plaza

Long Meadow

Park workouts

Catching a concert

Connecting with nature

Children’s Corner

Lefferts Historic House



Relax on the Long Meadow

South of Grand Army is a sweeping 90-acre lawn – a magnet for sunbathing, picnicking, romping dogs and active types tossing a Frisbee or kicking a ball. It can get packed on sunny days. Bring a book and commandeer a bench or join a pick-up game to feel right at home.

Squeeze in a Workout

From jogging and cycling to horseback riding and skating, Prospect Park is made for active adventures. During the warm months there’s free yoga on the Long Meadow, and a 3.36-mile loop is open to runners and walkers no matter the season. (New York Road Runners has a great route past some park highlights.)

In the southeast corner, Lefrak Center at Lakeside has bike and boat rentals, plus ice-skating in winter and roller-skating in summer. Across Parkside Ave, book time on the tennis courts or shoot hoops at the Parade Ground. Be • Brooklyn Equine offers riding lessons, trail rides and pony rides for kids aged 5 years and under.

Get into the Groove

Free concerts are a sure sign of summer, and Brooklyn’s marquee series takes place at the Bandshell, mixing suggested-donation and ticketed benefit shows across multiple genres. If there’s a movie screening with musicians performing the score, don’t skip it. Lines form early for popular acts; if you can’t get in – or want to catch a paid show for free – take your blanket around the back. The area is fenced so you won’t see the stage, but it’ll sound just fine.

For a community jam, head to Drummer’s Grove, where folks from Little Caribbean typically break it down on Sundays in all seasons but winter.


KEEP THE KIDS ENTERTAINED

Between hands-on activities at the Audubon Center, animal-spotting at the zoo and playgrounds throughout, it’s easy to keep the little ones occupied. Don’t miss the Children’s Corner’s terrific 1912 carousel, with 53 carved horses and two dragon-pulled chariots. It’s wheelchair accessible.



Commune with Nature

As an urban estate, Prospect Park’s people-oriented attractions get considerable attention, but its natural assets are worth a look too. A warren of trails crisscrosses its 585 acres, studded with 175-plus species of trees numbering more than 30,000, some centuries old. It’s also home to the last remaining forest in Brooklyn – 250 acres of woodlands just begging to be explored.

More than 250 avian species pass through Prospect Park each year, making it popular with birdwatchers. Brooklyn Bird Club leads tours, and the Audubon Center hosts free nature-education programs with animal encounters and bird walks (binoculars and guides included). Prefer to DIY? There are miles of nature trails, including a scenic route along Lullwater Creek and a trail into the Midwood, which is home to the park’s oldest trees.

Run by the Wildlife Conservation Society, the park zoo has river otters, red pandas, dingoes and more in naturalistic habitats. Date-specific tickets are required; reserve online in advance.


TOP TIPS

• Barbecuing is only allowed in designated areas. There are tables and charcoal grills near the Picnic House, available on a first come, first served basis, so get there early.

• Since cannabis was decriminalized in New York, it has become much more common to see (and smell) people partaking all over town. Smoking is technically prohibited in city parks, however, so be aware if you choose to light up.

• There are certain exceptions, but for the most part, dogs must be kept on a leash, especially in wooded areas. Check the park’s website for official off-leash times and locations.



Step Back in Time

A landmarked 18th-century farmhouse relocated from the Village of Flatbush, Lefferts Historic House is a free museum that once focused on the wealthy landowners who gave the home its name. It is now dedicated to those who worked the land, including enslaved Africans and the indigenous Lenape people.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Fort Greene Park

2Museum of Contemporary African Diasporan Arts

3NY Transit Museum

SIGHTS

4Brooklyn Glass

5Brooklyn Waterfront Artists Coalition

6Craftsman Ave

7Invisible Dog Art Cntr

8Makeville Studio

9Pioneer Works

10Powerhouse Arts

ACTIVITIES

11MossBoss NYC

12Shiny Sparkle Labs

EATING

13Bar Mario

14DeKalb Market Hall

15F&F

16Hanyeo

17Hometown Bar-B-Que

18Junior’s Rest & Bakery

19Lucali

20Malai

21Sofreh

DRINKING/NIGHTLIFE

22B61

23Bohemien Bar

24Brooklyn High Low

25D’Amico Coffee

26Finback

27Mirror Tea & Sake House

28PIPS

29Principles GI

30Strong Rope Brewery

31Sunny’s

32Threes Brewing

33Van Brunt Stillhouse

34Widow Jane

ENTERTAINMENT

35Brooklyn Acad of Music

36Littlefield

SHOPPING

37Beacon’s Closet

38Books Are Magic

39Coffee Project New York

40Humble House

41Raaka




Brooklyn Museum

Get cultured on Eastern Parkway

Between its buzzy rotating exhibitions and an encyclopedic permanent collection, this five-story, 560,000-sq-ft beaux arts building is stuffed with more than 1.5 million objects – ancient Egyptian sarcophagi, 19th-century period rooms and arts from Asia, Africa and the Islamic world. With the exception of its on-point ticketed exhibits, the museum has a suggested-donation policy for general entry, so you can usually pay as much or as little as you’d like.

The borough’s grande dame may have opened in 1897, but it has new tricks up its sleeve, attracting crowds for social-media-friendly exhibits on the likes of Studio 54, the genre-spanning work of designer Virgil Abloh and the creative sources of director Spike Lee, as well yoga classes and First Saturdays.

But that’s not to say the museum isn’t looking to improve. In the past two years, it has added curators of American, African, indigenous and modern and contemporary arts to its roster and refreshed its collection with some 200 new pieces, among them works by diverse US artists earmarked for the soon-to-be reinstalled American Art wing. Whatever you do, don’t skip the gift shop – it’s as impeccably curated as the rest of the place.


MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS

At the museum’s Sackler Center for Feminist Art, don’t miss The Dinner Party by Judy Chicago. This 1970s feminist masterpiece is a long-term installation, honoring 39 great historical or mythical women with individually tailored place settings around a giant triangular table (and another 999 names inscribed on the floor). One floor up, the visible-storage center isn’t nearly as flashy, but it offers a behind-the-scenes peek at the extensive collection – behind glass, of course, and in temperature-, humidity- and light-controlled environs – which is very cool.



McCarren Park

Warm up or cool down

Whether you’re barbecuing, sunbathing or jogging around the track, grassy 35-acre McCarren Park in Williamsburg makes a good hangout spot, especially on warm summer weekends. Find a shady corner and cheer on the Little Leaguers, BYO balls and post up at the bocce pits, or go jump in the Olympic-size pool – just note that no electronics are allowed at city swimming holes, so you’ll need a combination lock to stash your stuff before diving in. (Make sure you bring one with you; you’ll occasionally see someone selling them outside, but no guarantees.) Lines are common; go early to avoid the worst of the crowds.

Fort Greene Park

War history and rolling scenery

Hilly, tree-lined Fort Greene Park comes alive in summer, with all-ages dance parties, movie nights, and its very own jazz festival, but it’s no slouch in winter either, when there’s stellar sledding on multiple slopes. Designated the borough’s first park in 1845, its 30-acre landscape was shaped by Olmsted and Vaux as ‘a series of shady walks over open grassy spaces.’ Its centerpiece is the Prison Ship Martyrs Monument, designed by McKim, Mead & White’s Stanford White to memorialize American POWs during the Revolutionary War.


Museum of Contemporary African Diasporan Arts

Art, education and social justice

MoCADA is known for thought-provoking multidisciplinary installations examining social and political issues faced by people of the African Diaspora, as well as music and dance performances, readings and rotating exhibitions – from contemporary art and photography to multimedia explorations of the Black maternal spirit. Once located in a 1700-sq-ft gallery behind the Atlantic Center mall, this institution is celebrating its quarter-century by spreading its wings. After a long wait, it has finally expanded, unveiling a garden dedicated to public art and climate-justice programming and moving to sleek new digs at the recently opened L10 Arts and Cultural Center. Don’t miss the gift shop.

Weeksville Heritage Center

Black history comes alive

The site of one of the largest free Black communities in the pre–Civil War US, Weeksville delves into Brooklyn’s Black past through a modern lens, supplementing tours of three wooden houses dating to the 1860s, 1900s and 1930s with art installations, rotating exhibits and a multimedia display on the borough’s abolitionist history.

Once a Native American trail and colonial road, this land – purchased in 1838 by a former enslaved man, James Weeks – ultimately became Brooklyn’s first Black neighborhood. The original village is no longer, though its Hunterfly Road Houses have been preserved. You can go through on your own, but guided tours are more rewarding (Tues-Sat; preregistration required). Note: nothing with wheels is permitted inside, including strollers and wheelchairs.

West Indian Day Parade

Caribbean road march

Originally held indoors in Manhattan in the pre-Lent Carnival months, this exuberant, Technicolor celebration moved to Labor Day in the 1940s, then across the river to Brooklyn in the 1970s, where it’s been a summertime staple ever since. Millions come out to spectate and participate, cheering on scantily clad, sequined dancers as they shake their tail feathers along Eastern Pkwy. The party doesn’t start or end there, though: Carnival week includes Panorama (a steel-pan competition), J’Ouvert (the parade’s rowdy early-morning kick-off) and a post-parade soca fest.
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West Indian Day Parade, Crown Heights | Ben Von Klemperer/shutterstock ©


Industry City

Stroll and sip in Sunset Park

Spread across six former warehouses on 35 acres of waterfront, this Southwest Brooklyn hub for design studios, start-ups and nonprofits has become a destination for dining, drinking and outdoor lounging. Shop for Middle Eastern provisions at the only other outpost of Boerum Hill standby Sahadi’s, pick up staples like onigiri and frozen mochi ice cream at Japan Village, treat yourself to old-school chocolates from Manhattan chocolatier Li-Lac or order a cocktail from a local distillery and sip it under a tree in the pebble-filled courtyard.
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Food market, Prospect Park | Ben Von Klemperer/shutterstock ©

Smorgasburg

Cuisines from around the world

For a taste of Brooklyn’s diverse dining landscape – from traditional (paella, yakitori, wood-fired pizza) to newfangled (jerk-chicken dumplings, deep-fried pasta bricks, Filipino sausage sliders on ube buns) – visit the largest foodie event in the borough. This Brooklyn Flea offshoot has two locations in Brooklyn: to sample the wares, commandeer a picnic table at Williamsburg’s Marsha P Johnson Park on Saturdays, or bring a blanket to Prospect Park’s Breeze Hill on Sundays. Whether you go for colorful bao or vegan barbecue, candied fruit skewers or almost-too-pretty-to-eat mango-lassi donuts, order to go via the Chow Now app to skip the lines. Note: while there are shady spots nearby, the sites themselves are exposed, so bring sunblock or rainwear as the weather demands.

Brooklyn Greenmarkets

Farm-fresh produce and goods

At 15 locations from Bensonhurst to Greenpoint, GrowNYC’s Brooklyn Greenmarkets bring the region’s bounty directly to urban shoppers, allowing them to connect with local farmers in the process. Vendors stock the usual fruit and veg, but you can also pick up items like honey from Dutchess County, cultivated mushrooms from Queens and heritage pork charcuterie from Vermont. Grand Army Plaza, Fort Greene Park and McCarren Park have the most variety; favorites include Kimchee Harvest Farmstead for kimchee, Painted Goat Farm for goat cheese, Divine Brine for pickles and chutney, and Lavender by the Bay for dried and fresh-cut lavender.


Brooklyn Flea

Vintage shopping in Dumbo

From a Ft Greene high school lot in 2008 to the city’s best-known vintage shopping 15 years later, the Flea sets up in Dumbo on Saturdays and Sundays between April and December. Vendors hawk their wares inside a giant archway under the Manhattan Bridge, selling everything from antiques, vinyl and vintage clothes to self-sustaining terrariums, sculptural beeswax candles and handcrafted NYC-made leather goods. Don’t expect to uncover many bargains – shopping here is expensive, like everything else in this city – but if you go early or late to avoid the crowds, it’s a fun place to browse for an hour or two.

New York Transit Museum

The straphanger special

Two floors below ground level on Schermerhorn St, this family-friendly, wheelchair-accessible museum in Downtown Brooklyn is set in a now-decommissioned subway station, built in 1936 and out of service since 1946. At platform level, it covers an entire city block, with vintage subway cars and buses to board and explore – everything from a wooden elevated-train car dating to 1907 to a 1948 ‘Jackie Gleason Bus’ matching the one made famous in The Honeymooners.

It’s a tempting place for a selfie, but don’t get carried away – photoshoots aren’t allowed here. That means no monopolizing that mid-century R-11 car for multiple poses, and no bringing in props, tripods, lights or selfie sticks.
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New York Transit Museum | Michael715/shutterstock ©

City Reliquary

NYC history in granular detail

Tiny pieces tell big stories in Williamsburg, where one of the city’s most bizarre collections lives in bodega-esque digs. This tiny repository for New York–related ephemera is stuffed with World’s Fair memorabilia, postcards of Lady Liberty, and Second Ave Deli signage as well as more unusual displays, like a decaying wedding cake from a neighborhood bakery. In addition to burlesque nights, live comics performances and junk craft classes, it hosts the (gender-neutral) Miss Subways Pageant in Coney Island, a rowdy, modern-day spin on the historic contest.



Biking the Brooklyn Waterfront

[image: jpg]

Though the Brooklyn Waterfront Greenway isn’t complete, long swathes of the route are open to cyclists. This itinerary comes courtesy of Spread Love Tours; rent a bike and allot half a day for a leisurely ride.

Start at 1 Prospect Park and make your way down 2 Ocean Parkway – America’s first dedicated bicycle lane, designed by Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux. Gawk at the big houses around 3 Kings Highway, then detour east, stopping at 4 Roll N Roaster in Sheepshead Bay to stuff yourself with roast-beef sandwiches and cheesy cottage fries before rolling on.

From there, you could head east or west. Going east, it’s a 20-minute ride to sand-swept 5 Plumb Beach. Watch the kite-surfers do their thing, then get on the Greenway, zigzagging through 6 Floyd Bennett Field toward Canarsie and 7 Shirley Chisholm State Park. Turn up Pennsylvania Ave to Flatlands Ave, where 8 Forever Jerk’s smokers reveal expertlyjerked pork, chicken and fish. Round out the day bird-watching at 9 Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge in nearby Queens.

Going west instead, loop around Sheepshead Bay to 10 Manhattan Beach, taking the boardwalk to 11 Brighton Beach. Pop into the amazing 12 Tashkent Super-market for provisions and continue on to 13 Coney Island, where the crowds require precision navigation. From there, leave the waterfront and ride north through South Brooklyn, angling toward 14 Bay Ridge via bike lanes through Bath Beach and Dyker Heights. These roads aren’t car-protected, but it’s mostly locals so there’s less traffic. Legendary 15 Tanoreen makes a fitting final destination.




Offbeat Art in Red Hook

Industrial-strength transformation

Historically a shipping hub, hard-to-reach Red Hook has become a beacon of creative expression in recent decades, with artists of all stripes moving into its old warehouses and transforming them into galleries, studios and performance spaces. Pioneer Works is the area’s major player, a nonprofit hosting multidisciplinary programming – including exhibits and live shows – often free of charge. Next door is founder  Dustin Yellin’s studio, an industrial room housing his Psychogeographies: a collection of intricate life-size collages put together with layered sheets of laminated glass. Another well-regarded neighborhood nonprofit, Brooklyn Waterfront Artists Coalition has rotating exhibitions, plus classes, workshops, gallery talks and live performances.
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Manhattan Bridge | 365 Focus Photography/shutterstock ©


TRY MAKING SOMETHING COOL

Inspired to get your hands dirty and create something yourself? The borough’s course catalog won’t disappoint. In Red Hook, you can assemble a moss-filled terrarium at MossBoss NYC, forge fused-glass bowls, plates and coasters in boozy sessions at Shiny Sparkle Labs and learn bean-to-bar chocolate-making at Raaka. In Gowanus, Makeville Studio leads woodworking bootcamps and classes both intro-level and advanced; Craftsman Ave offers intros to knifesmithing, stained glass and furniture-making; and Brooklyn Glass has neon, glass-blowing, flameworking and kiln-casting workshops. You could learn metalsmithing and jewelry-making at Brooklyn Metal Works in Prospect Heights, or create macramé plant hangers at Brooklyn Craft Company in Greenpoint.



WHERE TO EAT AND DRINK IN RED HOOK

Bar Mario

A cozy, sophisticated space serving Tuscan bread salad, crisp-fried calamari, great pastas and perfect gnocchi. $$

Sunny’s

Divey cash-only bar with a big backyard and live music most nights of the week. $

Hometown Bar-B-Que

Jerk rib tips, lamb banh mi, Vietnamese hot wings and the borough’s best brisket. $$
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Brooklyn Bridge

2Brooklyn Bridge Park

3Brooklyn Flea

4Brooklyn Heights Promenade

SIGHTS

5Fulton Ferry Landing

6Jane’s Carousel

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

7Squibb Park Bridge

SLEEPING

81 Hotel Brooklyn Bri

EATING

9Amai Bā

10Grimaldi’s

11Time Out Market New York

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

see 8Harriet’s Rooftop

12Lazy Sundaes

ENTERTAINMENT

see 5Bargemusic

13St Ann’s Warehouse




Meet Makers in Gowanus

Flourishing creativity, toxic surroundings

The US Environmental Protection Agency may describe the Gowanus Canal as ‘one of the nation’s most seriously contaminated water bodies,’ but that hasn’t stopped creatives from flocking to the vicinity. At the Invisible Dog Art Center, you’ll find everything from choreography workshops and book readings to installations and exhibitions, while Arts Gowanus organizes open studios and other experiences in the neighbourhood. Though it’s not generally open to the public, the new Powerhouse Arts provides fabrication facilities for artists and is slated to host events in the coming months.

BEST ROOFTOP BARS FOR SKYLINE VIEWS

Harriet’s Rooftop

Dumbo’s 1 Hotel terrace requires reservations, but the Brooklyn Bridge views are worth the effort.

Turf Club

The Westlight’s de facto patio has artificial grass in summer and ice-skating in winter.

Water Tower Bar

One-of-a-kind spot set in a refurbished water tower, with sky-high prices to match.


BRING A BOOK TO THE BAR

It can be supremely satisfying to settle in at the bar and crack open a good book, and not far from Brooklyn Heights, Atlantic Ave has several spots suitable for a solo literary outing. Feel like you’re in a Fitzgerald novel as you sip sophisticated cocktails at the art deco Elsa; the frozen hibiscus wine spritzer is especially refreshing. Bohemien Bar has a plant-draped horseshoe-shaped bar and concoctions like the Smokey Moon, with mezcal, shochu, lychee and yuzu. Happy hour is the move at Italian-inspired Pips; grab a window seat, order the oysters and a spritz or an olive negroni, and try to keep your attention on your reading material as the world walks by outside.



BEST BOOKSTORES IN BROOKLYN

Books Are Magic

If your favorite author’s in town, odds are good they’ll have an event here.

Unnameable Books

A cozy indie nook in Prospect Heights with a trove of new and used treasures.

Cafe con Libros

This Afro-Latinx-owned intersectional-feminist space hosts book launches and events in Crown Heights.


Alfresco Urban Art in Bushwick

Graffiti galore

To see colorful, cutting-edge work without setting foot inside a single stuffy gallery, head to North Brooklyn, where the Bushwick Collective has turned once-gritty streets into an open-air attraction. Wander along Jefferson and Troutman Sts toward St Nicholas Ave to take in larger-than-life murals and sprawling street art, then make a pit stop at Brooklyn Beer Garden, a seasonal pop-up with borough-made beverages, games like cornhole and beer pong, and even more graffiti.
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Truman Capote’s House, Willow Street | Petr Svarc/Alamy Stock Photo ©

Finding the Best Views

From north Brooklyn to south

Die-hard Brooklynites might not want to hear it, but one of the borough’s best features is its perspective on the Manhattan skyline. In Dumbo, crowds gather at Front and Washington Sts to snap pics with the Manhattan Bridge and Empire State Building in the background, while Brooklyn Bridge Park offers alternative angles galore. Along the East River waterfront, particularly at Domino Park and on the rooftops of Williamsburg, the city views are exceptional. Further south they’re a little harder to come by, but almost more rewarding given the effort involved.

You can commandeer a hilltop bench in Sunset Park and gaze out over the borough’s streets, Manhattan skyscrapers looming in the distance, or you can venture out to Red Hook, where the Statue of Liberty stands watch over the neighborhood’s goings-on. But you don’t even have to trek that far to set eyes on Lady Liberty – just hop on the F train and look out the window when it pops above ground at Smith–9th Sts station.

An iconic landmark, the colossal copper symbol of the republic is ultra-impressive up close, but there’s just something about catching it out of the corner of your eye during the course of an everyday commute to reinforce the only-in-New-York of it all.


SUPPORT BLACK-OWNED BUSINESSES

Bed-Stuy has a concentration of Black-owned businesses catering to diverse tastes. On Tompkins Ave, Sincerely, Tommy has upscale women’s wear and on-site coffee, while Ancient Blends Apothe’Care is all lush greenery and locally crafted candles, incense and skincare. Go for refreshments at Bed-Vyne Brew or its affiliated wine store. Make Manifest BK is an artisan workspace and gallery selling African-inflected clothing and decor; Byas & Leon carries clothing ethically produced in Haiti; and Peace & Riot is well stocked with books and gifts. Head east to Richard Beavers Gallery to see work by Black artists, browse the curated collection of curiosities at BLK MKT Vintage, and wrap up with a slice of red velvet at Doc’s Cake Shop.



AWESOME AFRICAN RESTAURANTS

Dept of Culture

A communal table in Bed-Stuy serving north-central Nigerian tasting menus in a festive, intimate setting. $$$

Ras Plant Based

Ethiopian fare in Crown Heights that doesn’t miss the meat; order the platters to share. $$

Joloff

Bed-Stuy standby for Senegalese classics, like thiéboudienne, a one-pot rice-and-fish dish. $$

Explore Brooklyn Heights’ Literary Legacy

Whitman, Auden, Capote and more

Struggling writers have long been priced out of Brooklyn Heights, but those stately brownstones once played host to some literary world up-and-comers and luminaries alike. At Fulton Ferry Landing at Brooklyn Bridge Park, the railings are inscribed with lines from ‘Crossing Brooklyn Ferry’ by neighborhood denizen Walt Whitman: ‘Frolic on, crested and scallop-edg’d waves! … Stand up, beautiful hills of Brooklyn!’ A park at Cadman Plaza has been named in the poet’s honor.

On the other side of the Brooklyn Bridge, John Dos Passos worked on Manhattan Transfer at 110 Columbia Heights, Truman Capote was ensconced at 70 Willow St while writing Breakfast at Tiffany’s, and Henry Miller lived at 91 Remsen from 1924 to ‘25. Arthur Miller moved to Brooklyn Heights as an established playwright, bouncing from 62 Montague St to 102 Pierrepont St (where he was neighbors with Norman Mailer) to 31 Grace Ct to 155 Willow St, where he wrote The Crucible.

WH Auden wrote ‘New Year Letter’ on the top floor of 1 Montague Tce, where he lived from 1939 to 1940, and a few years earlier, Thomas Wolfe was two doors down at No. 5, composing Of Time and the River. Alfred Kazin completed On Native Grounds at 150 Remsen St, and HP Lovecraft lived at 169 Clinton St. On Henry St, the huge Hotel St George was the accommodation of choice for F Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway and Tennessee Williams; Capote was known to stop by for a swim in the Olympic-length saltwater pool. It’s no longer a hotel, but the exterior remains impressive.


A PERFECT AFTERNOON IN LITTLE CARIBBEAN

On Flatbush Ave, stop at the pink-fronted Hibiscus Brew or dog-friendly Brooklyn Perk and get your caffeine to go. Continue on to Peppa’s to pick up jerk chicken and cross over to Prospect Park for a picnic. Drummer’s Grove is your destination – Afro-Caribbean percussionists have been gathering here since the 1960s.

When you’re ready to move on, walk east to Bedford Ave to browse the selection of Black authors at Cups & Books, then south for a drink at the Rogers Garden, a hip outdoor space that feels like a party every night – and day – of the week, with DJs spinning R&B, dancehall, reggae and more. Expect a crowd, especially on sunny days.



BEST SHOPPING IN LITTLE CARIBBEAN

I AM caribBEING

Concept store with exhibitions and goods from local artisans, including food, jewelry, apparel and collectibles.

African Record Center

Shop the sounds of the African diaspora on vinyl, including genres from across the islands.

Fe Noel Little Caribbean

A must for resort wear, this boutique from a Grenadian-American designer captures the Caribbean aesthetic.


Connect with Black History

In Bed-Stuy and Crown Heights

Bed-Stuy’s Weeksville Heritage Center is the site of one of the largest free Black communities in pre–Civil War America, and its historic Hunterfly Road Houses are open for tours. Two churches in the neighborhood – Bridge Street AME and Siloam Presbyterian, both still in operation – served as stops on the Underground Railroad. Nearby, the Billie Holiday Theatre is dedicated to Black artists and stories, fostering talents from Smokey Robinson to Samuel L Jackson. During his time with the Brooklyn Dodgers, Jackie Robinson played at Ebbets Field in Crown Heights; the stadium is long gone, but a home-plate marker commemorates the spot where #42 integrated Major League Baseball in 1947 (look for the maintenance door off Sullivan Pl; it’s right in front).
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Drumming session, Prospect Park | Catrina Genovese/getty images ©

Make a Biggie Pilgrimage

That’s Mr Wallace to you

Pay homage to Brooklyn-born rap great Biggie Smalls with a stroll around his Bed-Stuy stomping grounds, from his childhood home (226 St James Pl) to the store where he once bagged groceries (991 Fulton St).


Look for the ‘Christopher ‘Notorious BIG’ Wallace Way’ sign at St James and Fulton; on that corner is a portrait of the artist in his graduation best, and on the opposite corner is Respect for Life, where ‘Pop from the barbershop’ plied his trade. At Country House Diner, order ‘T-bone steak, cheese eggs and Welch’s grape’ to channel Big Poppa. Find the ¡Comandante! Biggie mural on Fulton and S Portland, and the King of NY mural on Quincy St and Bedford Ave. Finish Downtown at George Westinghouse high school, where Biggie, Busta Rhymes and Jay-Z roamed the halls.

Island-Hopping in Little Caribbean

Where to eat, drink and shop

Officially designated in 2017, the world’s first and only Little Caribbean is not your traditional tourist destination; rather, it’s a place where everyday people live and work, setting up shop and creating a down-to-earth vibe.

Take the 2/5 train to Church Ave to arrive in the area’s epicenter. Before you exit the subway station, check out two murals dedicated to the Caribbean community: one depicts the West Indian market, the other the West Indian American Day parade.

A block north on Nostrand Ave is what I AM caribBeing’s Shelley Worrell calls ‘the lit block’ of Little Caribbean. Here you can taste plant-based versions of island favorites, like bake and saltfish with hearts of palm instead of bacalao, at Aunts et Uncles; Haitian-style sweets at Immaculee Bakery; and homemade ice cream at Mr P’s, a Trinidadian shop scooping flavors like soursop and sorrel.

A little further north, Veggies Natural Juice Bar & Cafe makes plant-based patties and a mean peanut punch, while Labay Market carries West Indian staples and hard-to-find-stateside delicacies, including produce from the founder’s farm in Grenada. Allan’s Bakery is known for its currant rolls, and there’s cou-cou (a polenta-like mix of cornmeal and okra) and other Bajan fare at Culpeppers.

No visit to Little Caribbean is complete without roti (the West Indian equivalent of a burrito, usually filled with curried meat and potatoes) or doubles (two circles of fried dough sandwiching curried chickpeas); Brooklyn’s best are at De Hot Pot, Worrell says. Ask for them with everything – ‘plenty pepper’ if you’re brave.


PINKIES UP

It’s not all coffee and booze – tea lovers can partake too. Brooklyn High Low does afternoon tea in Park Slope and Prospect Heights, and in Stuyvesant Heights, Brooklyn Tea curates selections of pu-erh, oolong and more from Asia and Africa. At Gowanus’ Mirror Tea & Sake House, guests take off their shoes and sit on the floor to sip genmaicha and butterfly pea flower, while in Greenpoint, Bellocq Tea Atelier has luxury single-estate, whole-leaf teas and herbal blends made by hand. Also in Greenpoint, Kettl imports its Japanese teas frequently for peak freshness, offering classes and tastings at its cafe. For standout bubble tea, Lazy Sundaes has an outpost in Dumbo.



UNIQUE BOOZY SIPS

Faccia Brutto

Organic Italian spirits – fernet, nocino and amaro – created in Bed-Stuy with sustainably sourced botanicals.

Hana Makgeolli Brewery & Tasting Room

Located in Greenpoint, one of the only places in the country brewing Korean rice wine.

Enlightenment Wines Meadery

Barrel-fermented, dry honey-based wines with on-site tasting room in Bushwick.


TAKE A HOME-BREW TOUR

Before the evolution of NYC’s taproom laws led to an explosion of breweries across the five boroughs, there was nowhere to go for fresh Brooklyn-made suds. Instead, people brewed their own, and many of those first-generation home brewers have since put down roots and become local favorites, including Finback, Strong Rope, Wild East and KCBC.

Today it’s easy to sample the OGs’ wares, but a new class of up-and-coming makers is out there too. For a potential peek at the next big thing, take the Brooklyn Homebrew Tour with Joshua M Bernstein. Held every two to three months (minus a break in the summertime), they will help you meet people who make and love beer in New York City.



CLASSIC BROOKLYN RESTAURANTS

Junior’s

Order a towering slice of fluffy cheesecake at this Downtown diner with a great marquee. $$

Peter Luger

Cash-only Williamsburg steakhouse, with gruff waitstaff, proper martinis and a fan-favorite lunchtime burger. $$$

Randazzo’s Clam Bar

Waterfront Italian seafood in Sheepshead Bay, serving red-sauce pastas and raw, baked or steamed clams. $$$


Get Your Caffeine Fix

Beans, blends and brews

Reflecting its diverse population, Brooklyn’s coffee scene caters to disparate tastes. Bushwick’s Sey is a gold standard for its delicately roasted beans, commitment to sustainability and light-filled, laptop-limited café. (This is not the place for a remote-work day.) Also in Bushwick and working under a similar MO, Loveless practices supply-chain transparency and uses relatively efficient equipment for its beans, roasted in a medium-light ‘New York–Nordic’ style and presented in millennial-pink environs.

For something more old-school, there’s Carroll Gardens fixture  D’Amico Coffee. Established in 1948 by a Sicilian immigrant, this classic roaster and cafe has an array of signature blends. (On the darker side, the Red Hook delivers a jolt.)

Colombian Pueblo Querido buys its beans direct from farmers and roasts on-site; you’ll find single-origin espressos and iced lattes alongside arepas and gluten-free pastries – like pandebonos and buñuelos – at four locations in North Brooklyn.

Yafa Cafe and Qahwah House pour Yemeni coffee in Sunset Park and Williamsburg, respectively. At the latter, the light-roast Jubani features cardamom, ginger and cinnamon; at the former, concoctions like Dirty Tonics (with cold brew, seltzer and orange blossom) and cardamom–brown sugar lattes make an impression.

An equality-focused vegan coffeehouse owned by a queer woman veteran, Gowanus’ Principles GI practices what it preaches, with pay-what-you-can espressos, Americanos and drip coffee. There’s no tipping – employees are paid a fair wage instead. On the opposite end of the people-first spectrum,  Botbar in Greenpoint has a dancing robot pulling the shots; pop in for the novelty factor, less so the java.
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House of Yes nightclub | Guillaume Gaudet/Lonely PlanetT ©

Drink Brooklyn-Made Booze

Beer, liquor and wine

Brooklyn Brewery may be the borough’s biggest name in beer, but there’s more action these days at smaller operations around town. Take, for example, two distinctive options on Troutman St in Bushwick. Known for its signature graphic-novel-style labels by artist Earl Holloway, Kings County Brewers Collective (KCBC) nails its pilsners, lagers and IPAs, and right next door is Kato Sake Works, one of the city’s only sake breweries.

The city’s first sake brewery, Brooklyn Kura, is headquartered in Industry City, where you can order a tasting flight or pick up a bottle of junmai to take home before moving on to Standard Wormwood, where cocktails are composed of house-made ingredients only, down to the vermouth, bitters and mixers. Round out the day at Fort Hamilton Distillery; join a tour or head to the tasting room for concoctions starring the brand’s own rye, bourbon or gin (the Yuzu Collins hits the spot on a hot day).

There’s plenty for whiskey drinkers too. In Red Hook, Widow Jane and Van Brunt Stillhouse offer tours and tastings at their on-site cocktail bars, while Kings County Distillery does the same in the Navy Yard. If gin is your poison of choice, visit Halftone Spirits in Gowanus, or pick up Brooklyn-made bottles by Breuckelen Distilling and New York Distilling Company at local liquor stores.

Prefer wine instead? Brooklyn Winery pours small-batch bottles of cabernet franc, pinot noir and barrel-fermented chardonnay at its restaurant in Greenpoint, and you can book tours too.


WHY I LOVE BROOKLYN
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Maya Stanton, writer
Like many transplants, I dreamt of Manhattan living when I first got to New York; ultimately though, Brooklyn felt right. It’s a 20-minute stroll from my apartment in Crown Heights to Grand Army Plaza, and then you’re right by Prospect Park, a refreshing bit of green in the middle of brownstone Brooklyn. I love listening to music as I walk down Eastern Pkwy and along the park’s paths. It feels so cinematic here, and adding a soundtrack only amplifies the mood. We’re spoiled for choice food-wise, and there’s always something to do, whether it’s a friend’s band’s show or a new bar or restaurant to try. Truly, if you’re bored in Brooklyn, you’re not really trying.



BEST THEATERS

Brooklyn Academy of Music

This borough stalwart hosts unique programming – plays, films, dance and more – from emerging and modern artists.

Nighthawk Cinema

At two locations, this theater pairs new and classic movies with themed food and drink.

St Ann’s Warehouse

On the waterfront at Brooklyn Bridge Park, this avant-garde space hosts creative, thought-provoking productions.


CONEY ISLAND POLAR BEAR CLUB

If you had ‘plunging into frigid Atlantic waters’ on your NYC bucket list, you’re in luck. The oldest winter bathing club in the US is not currently accepting new swimmers – and competition is fierce when it is. Civilians can join the ranks just once a year, though, on New Year’s Day for the Polar Bear Plunge, a fundraiser to support local arts, conservation and community-based organizations in the neighborhood. Anyone taking the plunge is required to register and sign a waiver; check the club’s socials for details.



CONEY ISLAND’S MUST-SEE ATTRACTIONS

Luna Park

Dating to 1903, this amusement park has rides, games and attractions just steps from the beach.

Coney Island Cyclone

At nearly a century old, this teeth-rattling wooden coaster is a New York City landmark.

Deno’s Wonder Wheel

Pick a car and strap in for views of the beach and skyline from 150ft up.


Hang Out in Coney Island

Fun in the sun

For some Brooklynites, summer isn’t official until the trek has been made to Coney Island. Once a seaside escape for the city’s moneyed elite, it was developed as a resort in the 1800s, and by the turn of the 20th century its amusement-park attractions were drawing crowds from all five boroughs. Today the sand and surf aren’t the cleanest (watch out for broken glass and other detritus), but the boardwalk is unbeatable, especially if you like people-watching. Grab a table out front at Ruby’s, order the fried shrimp and a cold beer, and take in the show.

The Coney Island Museum offers an overview of the neighborhood’s storied history, while the Coney Island Circus Sideshow and events like Burlesque at the Beach keep those roots alive. A Brooklyn institution and the country’s largest art parade, the Mermaid Parade is held every June to kick off the summer; it celebrated its centennial in 2023.

Prefer a sportier pastime? A minor-league affiliate of the New York Mets, the Brooklyn Cyclones play at the end of the boardwalk, and there’s nothing like watching the team run the bases as roller coasters dip and zoom in the background. Tickets to the games are often cheap (though food and drink at the park are not) and come with fun extras, from bobbleheads and special jerseys to postgame fireworks and all-you-can-drink packages.
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Create Your Own Brewery Crawl

No designated driver required

Though it’s still very industrial, Gowanus is in the process of transformation, with new developments and mixed-use buildings going up alongside run-down old factories and workshops. In a boon for beer lovers, many of those defunct warehouse spaces have turned into a deep concentration of breweries, meaning you can hit a handful of great spots within a short walk for a low-impact brewery crawl you won’t need an Uber to facilitate.

Strong Rope Brewery has two locations, and while our expert Joshua Bernstein much prefers the one in Red Hook, the taproom on President St is a solid option for beers that use only New York State malts and hops, offering a singular sense and taste of place. Across the street and down the block, Finback’s Brooklyn outpost is also home to a gin distillery, Halftone Spirits, so you can crush your favorite hazy IPA while the person next to you sips a creative cocktail made with liquor distilled on the premises. (Don’t skip the snacks, especially if the dumpling pop-up – run by the mother of one of the owners – is in residence.)

Over on Sackett St, Wild East Brewing Co has some of the best pilsners, lagers and traditional beer styles around, coupled with an attention to detail you don’t often see. Order a pilsner and you’ll receive a flawlessly brewed beer with a beautiful head of foam, usually served in traditional European glassware. And a couple blocks down on Douglass St, Threes Brewing does terrific pilsners and IPAs and has a breezy, welcoming backyard.

BEST ICE CREAM

Malai

This Smith St shop has decadent South Asian–inspired scoops of saffron pistachio and masala chai.

Amai Bā

Brooklyn Heights spot beloved for its vanilla – really! – plus ube, sesame and other interesting flavors.

Island Pops

Hit this Caribbean-inflected Crown Heights storefront for sorrel popsicles, rum-punch sorbet and Guinness ice cream.


RUSSIAN-SPEAKING SOUTH BROOKLYN
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Natallia Argishtin (@weektories), a Belarussian-American and 20-year resident of Sheepshead Bay, shares her favorite spots in the Russian-speaking communities of South Brooklyn.

Old-School Restaurants

For traditional dishes and drinks, try Brighton Beach’s Ocean View Café, Varenichnaya, Hot Potato House and the locally famous Tatiana Grill, or Vanka Café in Sheepshead Bay.

New-School Nightlife

Tap Beer is a gem for sports fans looking to socialize while Level is a luxurious addition with live shows and themed nights.

Bookstores

For literature, children’s books, toys and souvenirs in Russian or Ukrainian, St-Petersburg Books & Gifts Store and Clever Monsters are local favorites.



BUDGET EATS

Taqueria Ramirez

Incredible James Beard–nominated tacos al pastor and blowtorched tripe in tiny Greenpoint digs. $

Xin Fa Bakery

Sesame balls, mochi buns and egg tarts with jiggling custard and a buttery crust in Chinatown. $

Brooklyn Pizza Crew

You can’t go wrong with a plain or cup-pepperoni slice and pizza-oven-baked chocolate-chip cookies. $

A Night out in Williamsburg

Drinking, dancing, dives for dogs

Consent is the cornerstone at House of Yes, a creative collective hosting Dirty Thursdays dance parties and open-stage burlesque shows. Also on the wild side is the Red Pavilion, a tea parlor/Chinese-medicine apothecary/Asian neo-noir nightclub with out-of-the-box offerings, like Shanghai jazz, fantasy cabaret and dim sum brunch with medicinal desserts and mocktails.

Metropolitan is the neighborhood’s original gay bar, with a patio, pool table and programming most nights. From the team behind Park Slope lesbian bar Ginger’s, Mary’s is a queer Irish pub with trivia and traditional music. The Bush has queer speed-dating, figure-drawing classes and karaoke, while C’mon Everybody has underwear parties and Diana vs Donna – that’s Ross and Summer – dance nights. Bushwick’s  Farewell Bar has drag shows, bingo and more dancing.

Indie Brooklyn Monarch does rock, electronic and metal shows, and inside repurposed industrial digs, late-night Silo has thumping house music and an aerial hula-hooping overhead. (Popular Brooklyn Mirage is a destination venue in Bushwick, but it has seen a spate of high-profile crimes recently, so you might want to give it a miss.)

If that’ll have you up past your bedtime, the Four Horsemen – from LCD Soundsystem’s James Murphy – is more laid-back, with skin-contact wines and refined small plates. For cocktail connoisseurs, Fresh Kills Bar doesn’t have a menu; rather, you tell the bartender your base spirit, answer a few follow-ups and voilà, a custom creation. On the low-key side, Lucky Dog is BYO pup with a big backyard, and Skinny Dennis is a honky-tonk with live country and roots music, plus peanuts, cheap beer and frozen coffee cocktails.

Soak Up Russian-Diaspora Culture

Seeking community in South Brooklyn

South Brooklyn is home to a vibrant Russian-speaking community, comprising people not just from Russia but various other former Soviet republics too. Spread across Brighton Beach, Sheepshead Bay and parts of Bensonhurst and Midwood, this kaleidoscope of nations has a thriving food scene, plus Russian-language bookshops, boutiques, and beauty spots offering everything from nail treatments to eyebrow fixes.

Myriad cultures from the former USSR are represented at local grocery stores and markets, including the fantastic buffet-style Tashkent Supermarket, and NetCost Market and Cherry Hill, carrying produce, traditional dishes and ready-to-serve meals.

Old-school restaurants offer a wealth of traditional fare, while modern establishments cater to a younger crowd, frequently with music and nightlife. Examples of the former include Brighton Beach boardwalk star Tatiana Grill for banquet-style eats and over-the-top floor shows, and the much lower-key  Varenichnaya for borscht, blintzes and dumplings – meat-stuffed pelmeni and sour-cherry vareniki among them. More modern options include Sheepshead Bay’s Anyway Café for infused vodkas and Russian and French fare; the upscale Level for ‘European cuisine with Asian flair,’ and Wise Bar & Grill for American-Ukrainian-French fusion.

Also beloved by the Russian-speaking community are Orso Coffee for java, Wildberry for cakes and Coffee Spot for homemade Ukrainian dishes and baked goods.


FOOD HALLS

NYC’s fascination with food halls shows no signs of fading. You could spend an entire day in Industry City, an eight-building, four-block complex between Second and Third Aves in Sunset Park, with 60-odd shops, restaurants and other spaces. Have snacks as you play pétanque at Carreau Club, snack on takoyaki and yakitori at Japan Village, snag a Cubano at Ends Meat and down spicy Thai curries at Bangkok Bar. Time Out Market New York is a two-story spread in Dumbo featuring bites from Ess-a-Bagel and Mr Taka Ramen, plus a rooftop bar with beautiful Brooklyn Bridge views. In Downtown Brooklyn, Dekalb Market Hall has dozens of vendors, including outposts of Katz’s and the Arepa Lady.



MODERN JEWISH DINING

Agi’s Counter

Gussied up takes on Jewish–Eastern European staples, from tongue and confit tuna melts to spanakopita babka. $$$

Frankel’s Deli

Contemporary deli and shop serving smoked-salmon bagels and sloppy pastrami breakfast sandwiches. $$

Gertrude’s

Self-proclaimed ‘Jew-ish’ restaurant doing latkes with caviar, smoked-fish Nicoise and ‘seder plate’ martinis. $$$

Brooklyn Pizza Crawl

Try them all

Between the classic joints and the constant influx of new spots, you could live in Brooklyn forever without trying all the pizzerias. When it comes to the staples, Juliana’s and Grimaldi’s are both in Dumbo so the lines get long; Juliana’s is more worth the wait. Still, consider skipping them both in favor of Totonno’s – it’s a long ride to Coney Island, but the coal-oven pies consistently hit the spot. Also in South Brooklyn, L&B Spumoni Gardens has been serving Sicilian squares for decades, keeping it simple with just a few toppings.

Cash-only BYOB Lucali has been open since 2006, but the pizzeria once frequented by Beyoncé and Jay-Z is no easier to get into now than it was in its heyday. Line up early to put your name on the list, then head to B61 bar to wait. Only you can decide if it’s worth the hassle; if you stick it out, though, the calzone is a must-order. F&F is nearby for slices of cacio e pepe (cheese and pepper) and sausage and sage.

For a classic New York pie or a grandma pizza with fresh mozzarella, try Joe & Sal’s or Brooklyn Pizza Crew.  Roberta’s is the reigning Bushwick queen, but Ops is stealing the spotlight with sourdough pizzas and killer cocktails.  Lala’s offers Brooklyn–style apizza on Grimm Artisanal Ales’ rooftop, with dough made using the same yeast fermenting the brewery’s beer. Kimchi and K-BBQ ‘shrooms top pies at Nowon. Ace’s does Detroit-style squares and pepperontini. For those with dietary restrictions, Saraghina has gluten-free crust and vegan mozzarella, plus impeccable traditional options.
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Juliana’s Pizzeria, Fulton Street | lucentius/GETTY IMAGES ©


WHERE TO EAT IN LITTLE CARIBBEAN
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Born in Flatbush, I AM caribBEING founder Shelley Worrell (@shelleyworrell) lists the area’s best bites.

Veggies Natural Juice Bar & Cafe

Go for the plant-based patties. They have one with jerk plantain, and there’s also a callaloo and a pumpkin I really love. $

De Hot Pot

Hands down the best doubles in Brooklyn. $

Zanmi

Excellent upscale Haitian food. The plantain submarine comes stuffed with cod, but I prefer smoked herring so I usually do a substitute for that. $$$

Ariapita

A little deeper into the neighborhood, but an interesting, eclectic menu. It’s all Trinidadian-based food, and drink. Try the Mauby Sour, with rum, lime and bittersweet tree-bark-derived mauby. $$



BEST SPLURGE MEALS IN PROSPECT HEIGHTS/PARK SLOPE

Sofreh

Modern Persian fare: gorgeous cocktails and a ribeye ‘kebab’ to saffron-rosewater-pistachio ice-cream. $$$

Sushi Lin

Go for the chef’s-choice omakase; given the quality and preparation, it’s almost a steal at $120. $$$

Haenyeo

Korean home cooking, elevated; think noodles, pancake and grilled oysters with seaweed butter. $$$

Satisfy Your Cravings

With cuisines of all kinds

Brooklyn’s diverse dining is one of its biggest draws. In Sunset Park, Tacos El Bronco and Los Poblanos have trucks and restaurants on Fourth and Fifth Aves; Tacos Matamoros, El Rey del Pescado (King of Fish) and La Brasa Peruana offer tacos, aguachile (ceviche) and Peruvian chicken just feet apart. Around Seventh and Eighth Aves, Asian cuisines dominate; hit Yu Nan Flavour Garden for noodles, Hainan Chicken House for Malaysian, Little Thanh Đa for barbecued-pork banh mi and East Harbor Seafood Palace for dim sum, or trek up to Ft Hamilton Pkwy for hotpot at Chong Qing Wharf.

Tortillerias are taking off in North Brooklyn. Bushwick’s Sobre Masa serves heirloom-corn tortillas alongside oyster-mushroom segueza (mole) and lamb meatballs. Tortilleria Mexicana Los Hermanos is more casual, with less flavorful tortillas. In Williamsburg, Aldama mills its own masa for upmarket takes on Mexican classics, and vegetarian For All Things Good has house-milled masa and tortillas too, plus another location in Bed-Stuy. In Greenpoint’s budding Little Tokyo, Acre has health-oriented Japanese plates, and Rule of Thirds has a two-page sake list and binchotan-grilled skewers. At 50 Norman, shop Dashi Okume for homemade miso and custom dashi and Cibone for expensive artisan home goods. Get ramen and oysters at Wanpaku before slipping back to the Hidden Pearl for cocktails. Stock up on snacks at Mitsuki Japanese Market.

Greenpoint retains some Polish edge too. At Karczma, waitstaff deliver traditional plates, like kielbasa and white borscht, to diners at wooden booths; Christina’s has hefty platters of stuffed cabbage and potato pancakes. Restaurant Relax is Polish-grandma-worthy, from sour-pickle soup to fruit-filled blintzes. Pierogi come topped with bacon and jalapeño or garnishing a Bloody Mary at Pierozek, Michelin’s only Polish restaurant in the US.


GET IN FOR FREE

While the Brooklyn Museum operates a suggested-donation model for general entry and charges a fee for high-interest temporary exhibitions, the Brooklyn Botanic Garden usually requires a paid ticket for adults (kids aged 12 years and under are free). That said, weekdays between December and February are pay-what-you-wish, and year-round, a portion of each day’s tickets is set aside for members of the public who may not be able to pay, then made available free of charge. To get in gratis, look for Community Tickets when you make your reservation.



BEST MIDDLE EASTERN FOOD

Tanoreen

The doyen of Bay Ridge, this legendary Palestinian spot has been drawing crowds since 1998. $$$

Ayat

A must-visit for Palestinian classics, from meze and kebabs to maklouba, a layered masterpiece. $$

Yemen Cafe

NYC’s first Yemeni restaurant has a meat-centric menu starring lamb haneeth (slow-roasted) and lots more. $$$


BROOKLYN PLAYS A STARRING ROLE

Pretty Brooklyn Heights has long been a filmmaker favorite: Cher’s character in Moonstruck lived at 19 Cranberry St; the brownstone at 32 Remsen St appeared in The Age of Innocence; and the Godfather’s goons sent Luca Brasi to sleep with the fishes at Hotel St George. Dumbo’s stunning views are catnip for cinematographers, with productions like Bridge of Spies calling ‘action’ at Anchorage and Plymouth Sts. The Warriors famously shot at Coney Island, among others. Spike Lee featured Fort Greene Park and its Prison Ship Martyrs Monument in She’s Gotta Have It, and set Do the Right Thing on Stuyvesant Ave, though the latter won’t look familiar – everything was built to spec, including the pizzeria.



UNIQUE EXERCISE OPPORTUNITIES

Lola Star’s Dreamland Disco

A Coney Island original, these themed roller-skating parties happen on Friday nights in Prospect Park.

Bend & Blaze

BYO pot to this 420-friendly, adults-only yoga class in Bushwick for twice-weekly slow-flow sessions.

Muse

Brush up on your circus skills in Bushwick, where courses range from contortions to acrobatics.


Celebrate First Saturdays

Party at the Brooklyn Museum

The Brooklyn Museum, the borough’s premiere arts institution, levels up for First Saturdays, a completely free, hugely popular event held on the first Saturday of the month for most of the year. Each installment is themed – May typically celebrates Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, June marks Pride, and August recognizes Caribbean culture in the buildup to Labor Day and the West Indian Day Parade. First Saturdays have a jam-packed lineup of live music, DJs, talks and artsy activities. Register online and prepare to queue up to get in.
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Wanpaku, Manhattan Avenue | Robert K. Chin - Storefronts/Alamy Stock Photo ©

Check Out the Cherry Blossoms

Brooklyn in bloom

It’s not often Brooklyn is lauded for its natural beauty, but for a short period in early spring, it’s one of the prettiest places around, thanks to the Brooklyn Botanic Garden’s collection of flowering cherry trees. Known as hanami, cherry-blossom viewing season begins in late March or early April, when the trees start showing their colors, and continues on for the next four or so weeks until the last flowers fade, typically mid-May. With multiple cultivars and varieties in bloom, from the enclosed Japanese Hill-and-Pond Garden to the lawns of the Cherry Esplanade, it’s a wonderful time for a stroll. Before you go, check the Brooklyn Botanic Garden’s website for Cherrywatch; the map frequently updates to show the trees’ status, from prebloom and first flower to peak and postpeak blooms.

Score Vintage Finds

Clothing, vinyl, antiques

Brooklyn’s secondhand stores typically carry quality goods, though you may have to dig to discover hidden gems. For clothing, L Train Vintage, Buffalo Exchange and Beacon’s Closet have multiple locations. Dobbin St Vintage and Feng Sway carry eclectic wares in Greenpoint. Brooklyn Flea and Artists & Fleas are weekend markets with vintage apparel, collectibles and music. Rough Trade closed its Brooklyn outpost, but you still can’t go far without hitting a used record store, particularly in Williamsburg and Greenpoint; pop into Captured Tracks, Academy Records Annex, Razor-N-Tape or Brooklyn Record Exchange to flip through the stacks. Boerum Hill’s Atlantic Ave is the place for antiques; well-curated Humble House has an Instagram-ready selection. For Black-focused finds, BLK MKT Vintage in Bed-Stuy has curiosities, paper ephemera (Yo! MTV Raps trading cards!) and more.


GET ON A BOAT

The subway is often the most direct way to get around the city (construction and delays notwithstanding) and the bus offers some coverage to corners not reached by train. But if you’ve got the time, New York is most pleasantly traversed by boat. For $4 – barely more than the swipe of a Metrocard – NYC Ferry lets you travel between Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn, Staten Island and Governors Island with stops in Greenpoint, North and South Williamsburg, the Navy Yard, Dumbo, Brooklyn Bridge Park, Red Hook, Sunset Park and Bay Ridge. Once you get a taste of life on the water, you may never go underground again.



WHERE TO STAY IN BROOKLYN

Penny

Rooms have kitchenettes, there’s a cute rooftop restaurant and bar, and pets stay fee-free. $$$

1 Hotel Brooklyn Bridge

Tucked away in Dumbo, this thoughtfully designed property features greenery and reclaimed materials. $$$

Wythe Hotel

A one-time cooperage and textile factory, this boutique hotel has Manhattan views and well-appointed rooms. $$$

Retrace Famous Footsteps in South Brooklyn

Disco, gangsters and car chases

The camera loves South Brooklyn. Saturday Night Fever revels in the area’s then Italian-American glory, John Travolta chowing down on a double stack of slices from Lenny’s Pizza (until 2023, still operating in Bensonhurst); dancing at 2001 Odyssey Disco (now a Sunset Park Chinese restaurant); and sitting down for family dinner in Bay Ridge (the house reportedly sold for $1.8 million in 2020).

For The French Connection’s notorious car-chase scene, Gene Hackman’s cop tracks a hitman on a train, driving recklessly under the elevated subway line ‘from Stillwell Avenue/86th Street to just north of the 62nd Street Station,’ per Filmed in New York. A few Brooklyn locations were used for Goodfellas too: Henry Hill’s friend Tommy gets married in Bensonhurst and bumped off in Bay Ridge.

[image: jpg]

Christmas lights, Dyker Heights


DYKER HEIGHTS LIGHTS DETAILS

It’s a trek out to Dyker Heights via public transit, but if you drive, traffic can be a nightmare, so you’ll have to pick your poison. For the best results, visit when a high concentration of people are likely to have their decorations up – say, mid-December to early January – and arrive shortly after dusk, as residents start turning off the lights for the evening anytime between 9pm and 11pm. It should go without saying to act respectfully – people live in these homes, so no wandering onto the lawn or up to the front porch to take pics.




POST-CHRISTMAS TREAT

Keep the Christmas glow alive into January with East Harlem’s Three King’s Day Parade in early January. This Latin American tradition gets a New York makeover as it celebrates the holiday of the Epiphany.




See the Holiday Lights

From Dyker Heights to Prospect Park

Come the winter holidays, New Yorkers and tourists alike travel deep into Southwest Brooklyn to gawk at the spectacularly excessive lights on the homes in Dyker Heights, a residential neighborhood that takes its Christmas decorations very, very seriously. Book a guided tour or wander the streets on your own – walking the blocks between Seventh and 13th Aves and 76th and 86th Sts should put you in the middle of the action.

Further north, the Jewish festival of lights ignites at Grand Army Plaza with a 32ft-high menorah. It’s lit up on all eight nights of Hanukkah, but on the first night there’s typically a party with live music and hot latkes – good reasons to brave the cold. And in a different corner of the borough, the Brooklyn Children’s Museum puts on its annual Kwanzaa celebration in late December, hosting five days of live music, dance, food, art-making and more.

For something more secular, the Brooklyn Botanic Garden’s Lightscape has spectacular illuminations in natural surroundings, featuring more than a million brightly twinkling lights.


Break a Sweat

Opportunities to run and play

At 13.1 miles, the Brooklyn Half Marathon isn’t for beginners, but its route makes a good case for sticking with your training program. From North Brooklyn down through the waterfront, under the Williamsburg, Manhattan and Brooklyn Bridges and up to Grand Army Plaza, down Eastern Pkwy and into Prospect Park, the race covers some of the city’s most attractive scenery.

But you don’t have to be a long-distance runner to break a sweat here. In Prospect Park, you can join a pickup soccer game, book time on the tennis court or simply enjoy the generous green space with a picnic and a low-impact lawn game, like bocce. You could also learn the fundamentals of roller skating with a high-energy Skaterobics class at Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 2, or spend a Saturday morning at the Brooklyn Museum for Outdoor Yoga on the Stoop, a gentle-flow practice plus guided meditation.

Visiting in summer? Look for free outdoor classes throughout the borough. Brooklyn Bridge Park hosts free seasonal waterfront workouts, with sweat sessions including sunset yoga, bootcamp and Zumba, plus free kayaking at Pier 4, with life vests, equipment and instruction provided. In Industry City, IC Athletic Club has also been known to hold free outdoor classes, like CrossFit and bodyART movement training.


WHERE TO SEE LIVE MUSIC

If live music is your jam, there’s arguably no better place to be than Brooklyn. Formerly a 1920s-era Loew’s movie palace, Flatbush’s Kings Theatre is a midsize auditorium popular with acts like Nick Cave and Janelle Monae. Though not easily reached by train, Brooklyn Steel is worth the effort, with quality acoustics, lights and lineups (eg, Little Sims and Blonde Redhead); sister venue Music Hall of Williamsburg is more conveniently located and pulls similar talent. Also in Williamsburg, National Sawdust is an intimate setting for innovative shows. In Gowanus, Littlefield does dance parties and comedy, and up in Park Slope, Barbès has music nightly. Floating under the Brooklyn Bridge, Bargemusic offers chamber music year-round.




A NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM

By day, it’s your typical arts institution, but one night a month, the Brooklyn Museum comes out of its shell for the ultimate after-party, with music, dancing and more. Best of all, it’s completely free.







Queens
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THE MULTICULTURAL HEART OF NEW YORK

Though it may be lacking in the cultural cache and world-famous landmarks that draw tourists to Brooklyn and Manhattan, you could argue that Queens is the heart of New York.
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Al-Iman Mosque, Astoria | james Andrews1/shutterstock ©

Queens is the city’s largest and most populated borough, and it’s emblematic of New York’s cultural melting pot, with immigrants from all over the world. Because of the borough’s international vibe, it’s where you’ll find some of the best food in the city, from Michelin-starred mole to under-the-radar khao soi. Travel the world with your tastebuds at traditional Greek tavernas in Astoria, lively hot-pot restaurants in Flushing or hole-in-the-wall empanada shops in Corona. In Long Island City (the most accessible Queens neighborhood if you’re staying in Manhattan or Brooklyn) you can sample a range of cuisines from around the globe, usually at an affordable price point.

Come to Queens for the food, but stay to explore the neighborhoods where real New Yorkers live and get an authentic taste of local life in one of the biggest and most diverse cities in the world. So where to begin? Start with a day in Long Island City, home to contemporary art hubs MoMA PS1 and SculptureCenter.

Watch the sunset from Gantry Plaza State Park, and sip-and-sup on bustling Vernon Blvd. Spend some time exploring Astoria, taste-testing a variety of eateries, sipping local brews and checking out the Museum of the Moving Image. If it’s summer, catch an alfresco film at Socrates Sculpture Park.

With its jumble of street food, Asian groceries and kitschy malls, Flushing (home to NYC’s biggest Chinatown) also merits a full-day adventure. Or, you can spend the afternoon on Main St and Roosevelt Ave, then hit Flushing Meadows Corona Park for the Queens Night Market. If it’s hot, tackle the surf at Rockaway Beach, home to NYC’s hippest and most popular beach scene.
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Queens Night Market | Max Herman/Alamy Stock Photo ©


DON’T MISS

MoMA PS1

The hip experimental offshoot of the Museum of Modern Art is housed in a former school.

Noguchi Museum

The former studio and museum of Japanese-American sculptor and designer Isamu Noguchi.

Long Island City

Vibrant neighborhood a subway stop from Manhattan, with lively bars and restaurants along Vernon Blvd.

Astoria

Discover Astoria's hipster bars and traditional Greek restaurants.

Flushing

New York City’s real Chinatown.

The Rockaways

Head out to the seaside for surfing, boardwalk eateries and miles of shimmering beaches.
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SIGHTS

1Fort Tilden

2Jacob Riis Park

3Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge

4Rockaway Beach

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

see 7Station Surf Shop

SLEEPING

5Rockaway Hotel

6TWA Hotel

EATING

7Uma’s

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

8Connolly’s

7Sayra’s Wine Bar




TOP TIP

Stretching from Manhattan’s Hudson Yard to Flushing, subway line 7 is the public transit aorta of Queens (conveniently, many of the borough’s top sights and eateries are along this route). From Grand Central Station, it’s under 10 minutes to hip Long Island City and around 40 minutes to Flushing at the end of the line..



MoMA PS1

Razor-sharp art in a former school

If Manhattan’s Museum of Modern Art is Beyonce, that makes MoMA PS1 Solange – the edgier, cooler little sister of one of the world’s most famous contemporary art institutions. PS1 first hit the scene in 1976, when Alanna Heiss – a supporter of art in alternative spaces – took possession of an abandoned school building in Queens and invited artists like Richard Serra, James Turrell and Keith Sonnier to create site-specific works.

The result was PS1’s inaugural exhibition, Rooms. Along with a few surviving remnants of that first show – most notably, Turrell’s awe-inspiring Meeting, where the sky is seen through a hole in the ceiling – PS1 plays host to experimental and boundary-pushing exhibitions. Pay a visit here and you might find yourself peering at videos through floorboards or debating the meaning of non-static structures while staring through a hole in the wall.

Dedicated to showcasing emerging artists through innovative multimedia exhibitions, PS1 is a vibrant and dynamic cultural hub of the city’s art scene. In the fall and winter, don’t miss the Sunday Sessions (a series of lectures, film screenings and performances), while the Friday evening Warm Up parties take over the museum in the summer. Admission is free with a MoMA ticket within 14 days of your visit; just remember that the museum is closed on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

Queens Night Market

Eat your way around the world

Besides several worthwhile museums, Fluishing Meadows Corona Park also hosts the Queens Night Market. Each Saturday night in the summer, dozens of stalls take over the park, selling locally made and internationally inspired gifts and street food. Sample fried fish balls from Antigua, pierogies from Poland or okra stew from Sierra Leone. Save room for dessert – there’s bubble tea, mochi donuts and Portuguese pasteis de nata.
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SIGHTS

1Bland Playground

EATING

2New World Mall

3Nurlan

4Soy Bean Chan Flower Shop

5Szechuan House

6Tangram Mall

7Tiger Sugar

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

8Fang Gourmet Tea

9Hyatt Place Hotel

10Leaf Bar & Lounge

11Liuyishou Hotpot

12Nan Xiang Xiao Long Bao

SHOPPING

13Ebisu Drug Store



Flushing Meadows Corona Park

The green heart of Queens

Central Queens’ biggest attraction is this 1225-acre park, built for the 1939 World’s Fair and dominated by Queens’ most famous landmark, the stainless-steel Unisphere – at 120ft high and weighing 380 tons, it’s the world’s biggest globe. Facing it is the former New York City Building, now home to the Queens Museum. Just south are three weather-worn, Cold War–era New York State Pavilion Towers, part of the New York State Pavilion for the 1964 World’s Fair. If entering the park from the north, look for the 1964 World’s Fair mosaics by Salvador Dalí and Andy Warhol. Also nearby is Citi Field and the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center. Head west over the Grand Central Pkwy to find the New York Hall of Science. The park has sports grounds, too, on its eastern and southern edges. The top-notch Astroturf soccer fields are popular, and a pitch-and-putt golf course is lit up at night.
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TOP SIGHTS

1Louis Armstrong House

2MoMA PS1

3Museum of the Moving Image

4Noguchi Museum

5SculptureCenter

6Socrates Sculpture Park

7Astoria

8Astoria Park

9Jackson Heights

SLEEPING

10Boro Hotel

11Ravel Hotel

EATING

12Abuqir

13Addã Indian Canteen

14Arepa Lady

15Bahari Estiatorio

16Birria-Landia

17Brooklyn Bagel & Coffee Company

18Casa Enrique

19Gregory’s Taverna

20I Love Paraguay

21Jackson Diner

see 24Kabab Cafe

22Khao Khang

23La Esquina Criolla

24Little Egypt

25Mariscos El Submarino

26Mombar

27Phayul

28Samudra

29Sripraphai

30Taco Veloz

31Taverna Kyclades

32Thonglor

see 22Zaab Zaab

33Zhego

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

34Alewife

35Artopolis Bakery

36Astoria Bier & Cheese

37Bohemian Hall & Beer Garden

38Donovan’s Pub

39Jar Bar

40Kinship Coffee

41SingleCut Beersmiths

SHOPPING

see 21Diversity Plaza

see 27Patel Brothers




Socrates Sculpture Park

Art with a Manhattan view

First carved out of an abandoned dump by sculptor Mark di Suvero, Socrates Sculpture Park is now a leafy city park with beautiful views and art installations. It aims to engage the community with an accessible approach to public art installations. Instead of a permanent collection, the 5-acre park hosts rotating exhibitions with large-scale artworks. There are frequent free events like dance performances, farm stands or yoga and meditation classes in the summer. Open year-round, the park is popular with locals – a great place for a picnic or a leisurely dog walk.
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Socrates Sculpture Park, Astoria, Queens | John Penney/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Noguchi Museum

A zen oasis in Long Island City

Both the art and the context in which it’s displayed here are the work of LA-born sculptor, designer and landscape architect Isamu Noguchi, who transformed this once-neglected Long Island City warehouse into his studio. After his death in 1988, his workspace was converted into a museum to showcase his iconic lamps and coffee tables, as well as elegant, abstract stone sculptures. Artifacts are displayed in serene indoor galleries and a minimalist sculpture garden, forming an an oasis of calm. The 1st floor holds the permanent collection, while the upstairs gallery shows temporary exhibitions. Advance tickets are recommended; the museum is closed on Mondays and Tuesdays.

SculptureCenter

An edgy art warehouse

Down a dead-end street in Long Island City, SculptureCenter is a worthwhile stop for fine-art aficionados. Housed in a warehouse that was once a trolley repair shop, SculptureCenter hosts temporary exhibits of large-scale installations by both emerging and established artists. Along with massive installations in the hangar-like main gallery, there’s a cavernous underground space that exhibits smaller works as well as light and sound installations. It’s free to visit and just a few blocks from nearby MoMA PS1.


Louis Armstrong House Museum

Step inside a music legend's home

Venture to Corona to explore the legacy of legendary musician Louis Armstrong at this modest Queens home where the trumpeter settled at the height of his career. The place has been immaculately preserved in groovy style, down to the dazzling retro-turquoise kitchen. Guided tours (40 minutes) include audio clips and insightful commentary on some of the objects connected to the great jazz man, who lived here until his death in 1971. Next door, the new Louis Armstrong Center is home to an archive of recordings, photos, documents and instruments, plus a venue for lectures, concerts and performances.
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Museum of the Moving Image

An interactive pop-culture experience

This supercool complex in Astoria is one of the world’s top film, TV and video museums. Opened in 1988, it's dedicated to the art, history and technology of moving images. Start your visit on the top floor with a stroll down memory lane. You’ll discover early film formats like 19th-century optical toys as well as an epic bounty of vintage TVs and cameras on display. Galleries show the best of a collection of 130,000-plus artifacts, including Elizabeth Taylor’s wig from Cleopatra, Sesame Street costumes, and scale models used in films like Blade Runner. Don’t miss the kitschy Egyptian-themed theater hidden inside the museum, where you can sit and watch films from current exhibitions. Interactive displays – such as a DIY flip-book and voice-over station – let you dive into the science behind the art, while rotating exhibits showcase art images and videos. The museum also has regular film screenings included in the ticket price – check the website for the lineup and time your visit accordingly.


BEST BREWERIES & BEER GARDENS IN QUEENS

Alewife Brewing

Considered Long Island City's top craft-beer destination, with alien-themed brews that often push boundaries.

Astoria Bier & Cheese

Funky bar/shop in Astoria serving seasonal, mostly local drafts, and hundreds of canned and bottled options.

SingleCut Beersmiths

Astoria’s best craft brewery; at least half of the taps are often devoted to potent IPAs and DIPAs.

Bohemian Hall & Beer Garden

Famous Czech spot heaving with drinking crowds, with a roster of cold and foamy Czech beers plus local craft brews.



GREEK RESTAURANTS IN ASTORIA

Gregory’s Taverna

Straight out of a Greek village, this casual venue serves simple, traditional dishes and carafes of Greek wine. $$

Bahari Estiatorio

Locally loved Bahari offers a broad range of charcoal-grilled fish and meat, and traditional casseroles. $$$

Taverna Kyclades

Kyclades is Astoria’s most famous Greek restaurant, serving simple seafood classics like grilled octopus. $$$


Destination Dining

Eat your way around Queens

If there’s one reason to come to Queens, it’s the food. While the city’s hippest and buzziest restaurants are in Manhattan and Brooklyn, Queens still reigns supreme as the most delicious borough, especially when it comes to international cuisine.

If a dish exists, you can devour it in Queens. Head to Long Island City for locavore eateries, and to Astoria and Little Egypt for anything from Greek to bagels. Further east, Elmhurst is home to a cluster of straight-outta-Bangkok Thai options, while Roosevelt Ave is perfect for a Latin food-truck crawl. At the end of the subway line 7 lies Flushing, NYC’s ‘Chinatown without the tourists.’

Queens is home to myriad immigrant communities (and delicious restaurants) – from China, India, Latin America, Greece and the Middle East. But it’s also where you’ll find culinary delights you may never have heard of before or cuisines from countries you never even dreamed of visiting. We highly recommend having a meal outside your comfort zone. Try the Bhutanese ema datsi (hot green peppers with melted cheese) from Zhego in Woodside, or Uyghur lamb kebabs from Nurlan in Flushing. I Love Paraguay in Sunnyside transports diners to a rarely visited South American country with chipa so’o (meat- and cheese-stuffed cornbread pocket). Jamaica’s Africana offers a West African menu where you can try Nigerian edikang ikong (pumpkin-leaf stew) or goat's-meat pepper soup.

Of course, if you’re looking for more familiar foods, Queens is still a winner. Casa Enrique is its only Michelin-starred restaurant, serving upscale Mexican comfort food (and the best guacamole in the city) just one subway stop from Manhattan. For Indian street food, Addã Indian Canteen, in an unassuming storefront in Long Island City, can’t be beaten – just remember to leave room for the biryanis and curries. And in Woodside, Thai restaurants abound, from the renowned SriPraPhai to Zaab Zaab.

Discover Greek Astoria

NYC's Mediterranean outpost

Home to the largest Greek population in the world outside Greece, Astoria is obviously the place to find amazing Greek bakeries, restaurants and gourmet shops, mainly along Broadway.

For Greek immigrants, Astoria is a taste of home, with Greek businesses – especially restaurants – lining the streets. Stroll around the neighborhood and you may hear Greek music filtering out of open windows as the mouth-watering scent of souvlaki tantalizes your tastebuds.

While Astoria has been the heart of NYC’s Greek community since the 1960s, today the neighborhood is also home to Middle Eastern and Latin American immigrants, in addition to young creatives –the neighborhood is well known as a hot spot for aspiring actors. This means that old-school eateries stand next to hipster bars and a new generation of restauranteurs are putting a modern spin on traditional Greek cuisine.

Don’t miss the annual Greek Festival in May, taking over the area for four days with carnival rides, food vendors, traditional Greek music and dancing.
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Greek octopus, Astoria | Guido Alizo/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


BEST ASTORIA CAFES

Artopolis Bakery

Greek specialties abound at Artopolis, but we’re partial to the melomakarona (honey-drenched, orange-flavored cookies) and the traditional baklava (though it comes in a nontraditional Nutella version, too!). $

Brooklyn Bagel & Coffee Company

With a good crust and a chewy interior, bagels here come in a number of variations, with a dazzling repertoire of flavored cream cheese including chipotle and cinnamon walnut raisin. $

Kinship Coffee

Astoria’s top Third Wave caffeine haunt also serves avocado toast, sandwiches and pastries to munch on. $$



WHERE TO EAT IN LITTLE EGYPT

Kabab Cafe

Chef Ali's earthy food (straight from the frying pan onto your plate) ranges further than his Alexandrian roots. $

Mombar

Legendary restaurant worth a visit both for the decor and chef Mustafa’s refined Egyptian food. $$

Abuqir

Pick your seafood from behind the glass at this no-frills spot and let the chefs work their magic. $$$

Stroll through Little Egypt

A taste of the Middle East

You’ll know you’ve reached Little Egypt – on Steinway St between 28th Ave and Astoria Blvd – when you see the pink mosque towering above the street. This tiny corner of Astoria is buzzing with hookah lounges, bakeries, specialty shops, and some of the best under-the-radar foodie finds in Queens. At night, the street comes alive as the cafes fill up and the food trucks send their billowing smoke into the sky like a bat signal for hungry neighbors. It’s known as Little Egypt, but you’ll find delicacies from all over the Middle East and North Africa here.


MOVIES SET IN QUEENS

Coming to America (1988)

Eddie Murphy stars in this classic comedy about an African prince in New York City.

A Guide to Recognizing Your Saints (2006)

Movie based on a memoir about growing up in Astoria, starring Robert Downey Jr and Shia LaBeouf.

Fort Tilden (2014)

Indie comedy of errors about two young women trying to spend a day at the beach.

In Jackson Heights (2015)

Documentary about the diverse neighborhood of Jackson Heights.



WHERE TO EAT IN JACKSON HEIGHTS

Phayul

This place is famous for its momos (beef dumplings), which can be ordered steamed or fried. $$

Jackson Diner

Queens mainstay known for its extensive menu of Indian curries, biryanis, tandoori and vegetarian dishes. $$

Samudra

Vegetarians and vegans will love this South Indian restaurant where dosas rule the menu. $$

Discover Jackson Heights

A nexus of South Asian culture

Just off of Roosevelt Ave on 74th St, you’ll find Jackson Heights, an area like no other in the city. It's the nexus of Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi and Nepali culture in New York City. Anchored by the legendary Patel Brothers grocery store, this happening strip is jam-packed with colorful sari shops, dazzling jewelry stores, tailors, beauty parlors and convenience stores. The small, aptly named Diversity Plaza is lined with storefronts, including the impossibly tiny hole-in-the-wall shops selling sweet pan, a betel leaf stuffed with a melange of sweet and savory tidbits like coconut, dates, seeds and spices.


Roosevelt Avenue Food Crawl

A Latin American street-food stroll

Spread out in a 50-block area from 70th St to 90th St between Roosevelt Ave and 34th Ave is one of the tastiest streets in the city. While you’ll find food from all over the globe here, Latinos from every community south of the border to the tip of Patagonia have significant presences.

When it comes to sidewalk grazing, it’s hard to beat the army of food trucks, carts and secret delis on Roosevelt Ave. Just one stroll from 90th St to 103rd St will have you sipping on champurrados (a warm, thick, corn-based chocolate drink), nibbling on a cemita (a Mexican sandwich), and making room for some Ecuadoran fish stew. It’s cheap, authentic, and quintessentially Queens. Hungry? Set off on a taste-testing mission of Roosevelt Ave’s best. On the street's south side, head for the intersection with Forley St. Here you’ll find the celebrated food stall Taco Veloz, which whips up delicious tacos as well as first-rate cemitas. A short stroll further west along Roosevelt Ave lies Mariscos El Submarino. Head to the back to order from the food counter where skilled staffers whip up some of the best shrimp cocktails and aguachiles on the planet. They come loaded with shrimp (and/or octopus) and are topped with sliced avocado – zingy, refreshing and mouthwateringly good.

Keep rolling along Roosevelt Ave for a cup of meaty broth and an accompanying taco from Birria-Landia, famous for its birria tacos (braised meat served with a side stew for dipping). If you’re still hungry, make your way north to 37th Ave to finish off your Latin American food journey with a pillowy cheese-stuffed arepa from Arepa Lady.
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Experience the Real Chinatown in Flushing

A crossroads of culture

The intersection of Main St and Roosevelt Ave in downtown Flushing can feel like its own city a world away from NYC. Immigrants from all over Asia populate this exuberant neighborhood, and its markets and restaurants burst with well-known favorites and obscure regional specialties from China and beyond. Flushing is famous as a foodie destination, but it’s also a great place to shop and explore the culture of New York’s biggest (and most authentic) Chinatown.

Start your visit with a beautifully prepared oolong at Fang Gourmet Tea, where you can also buy delicate teapots and accessories. Across Main St, Ebisu Drug Store sells Japanese beauty products, along with snacks and home goods.


Further south on Main St, you’ll find New World Mall and its famous food court. Head to the basement to choose from 30-odd purveyors of Eastern culinary wonders, from hand-pulled Lanzhou noodles to Korean-style barbecue, deftly pleated dumplings, sushi, bubble tea and Vietnamese pho. Come with an appetite and perhaps the willingness to try such dishes as fish-stomach soup and rice noodles with Liuzhou snails. For something sweet, line up at Tiger Sugar, the bubble-tea purveyor that has become a worldwide craze. You’ll want to order the Black Sugar Boba and Pearl with Cream Mousse.

Exiting the mall, continue down Roosevelt Ave to find Soy Bean Chan Flower Shop – aside from pretty roses and fragrant peonies, it has a counter in front that serves silky portions of super-fresh tofu, with a side of ginger syrup for drizzling on top. Take your warm treat around the corner to Bland Playground, with benches perfect for relaxation.

One block further, you’ll reach the Hyatt Place Hotel on 39th Ave; take the elevator to the 10th floor, where you’ll find Leaf Bar & Lounge. High above the din below, you can nurse a cocktail while reflecting on the day’s culinary adventures.
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A KOREAN SPA COMPLEX

A sprawling 100,000-sq-ft bathhouse in an industrial neighborhood in Queens, Spa Castle features pools, saunas, steam rooms and more. Visitors can spend hours in the bubbling dream of mineral and massage pools – there’s an outdoor pool and hot tub plus two indoor pools, one of which features a swim-up bar serving frozen cocktails. Choose from a colorful array of saunas (jade room, gold room, pink Himalayan salt room, infrared room, color therapy room), and a full menu of massages, wraps, facials, reflexology and more.



WHERE TO GET THAI FOOD IN QUEENS

SriPraPhai

Legendary spot for a big dinner of everything from curries to heavenly fried soft-shell crab. $$

Zaab Zaab

Elmhurst's Isan Thai restaurant is best known for its whole fish filled with chilis and herbs. $$

Thonglor

Astoria’s best Thai restaurant goes beyond classics with dishes like crispy tamarind duck. $$


BIRD-WATCHING IN THE ROCKAWAYS

The marshy Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge covers the water north of the Rockaways’ barrier island. As one of the most important migratory bird and wetland habitats along the eastern seaboard, it attracts more than 325 bird species in spring and fall. Spring features warblers and songbirds, and American woodcocks in late March. Fall is when migrating hawks and raptors get mobile, along with ducks, geese, monarch butterflies, and thousands of dragonflies. Birders get the most action around the east pond, though casual visitors will enjoy the more scenic west pond trail, which has a 2-mile loop path. Wear mud-resistant shoes, insect repellent and sunscreen, carry some water and watch out for poison ivy.



WHERE TO EAT IN FLUSHING

Nan Xiang Xiao Long Bao

Juicy soup dumplings; thick, sticky noodles; spicy wontons – everything you’d want from a dumpling house. $

Liuyishou Hotpot

One of Flushing's hottest restaurants. Pick your soup base, then pile in your chosen ingredients. $$$

Szechuan House

Flushing's oldest Sichuan restaurant often tops NYC best-of lists for China’s fiery regional cuisine. $$


Dive into NYC’s Surf Scene in the Rockaways

A hipster beach scene

Immortalized by the Ramones’ 1977 song ‘Rockaway Beach,’ America’s largest urban beach – and one of the city’s best – is just a $2.90 trip on the A train from Manhattan (or the same price on the ferry). Less crowded than Coney Island and with a wilder feel (and cleaner water), Rockaway Beach is a long stretch with two social hubs.

On the west end, Jacob Riis Park (part of the 26,000-acre Gateway National Recreation Area) mostly draws families. Next door are the cool green ruins of Fort Tilden (you can walk here along the beach from Jacob Riis), a decommissioned coastal artillery installation from WWI where you’ll find the city’s coolest beachgoers. Bring a cooler full of beer (or bring cash to buy pre-mixed cocktails from vendors) to make friends with the tattooed (and frequently topless) beach denizens here.

On the east end, starting around Beach 108th St, is a burgeoning scene of hipsters, artists and locavore food options, fronting the city’s only designated surfing beaches (at Beach 92nd St and going east). On the boardwalk, concrete concession booths peddle treats such as lobster rolls, ceviche and pizza.

Those wanting to get out on the water can book a lesson with Station Surf Shop near the Beach 90th St subway stop. Lessons are 90 minutes long and include a wetsuit and board rental.

If you’d like to stay overnight, make the Rockaway Hotel (near Beach 108th St) your base. You can walk to dinner at Uma’s (a cool Uzbek spot) or Sayra’s Wine Bar, which has a delightful outdoor patio. Get a drink at the hip Rockaway Surf Club and end your night at Connolly’s, a famous dive bar with frozen drinks.

Warm Ups

One of NYC’s coolest weekly music events

On summer Fridays, rock on at one of New York’s coolest weekly music/culture events: Warm Up. It’s a hit with everyone from verified hipsters to plugged-in music geeks, who spill into the MoMA PS1 courtyard to eat, drink and catch a stellar lineup of top bands, experimental music and DJs. Featured artists have included acid-house deity DJ Pierre and techno pioneer Juan Atkins. It’s like one big block party, albeit with better music and art.


QUEENS FAVORITES
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Creative producer and agent Halle Lagatta (@halle_________) lives in Jackson Heights. She shares her favorite Queens spots:

Astoria Park

The heart and soul of the community. I like to play tennis on the courts overlooking the waterfront, play boccie, and grill as a ‘movie in the park’ plays in the distance.

La Esquina Criolla

I go there for the best empanadas, parillada and palmitos. Next door is an amazing Argentine bakery if you crave sweets like alfajores or medialunas.

Khao Khang

Recently my go-to for Thai food; it’s served cafeteria-style. I keep coming back for the garlic black-pepper pork and green curry.

Hahm Ji Bach

KBBQ open 24hr and perfect for a post-outing meal. I love coming here with big groups for special occasions.



WHERE TO STAY IN QUEENS

Boro Hotel

Minimalist city luxe (quality linens, plush robes, tubs in the suites) with glittering skyline views. $$

TWA Hotel

The world’s chicest airport hotel, located in Eero Saarinen’s landmark 1962 TWA Flight Center at JFK. $$$

Ravel Hotel

This Wyndam hotel has comfy art-filled rooms and dazzling views of Manhattan across the East River. $$





Day Trips from New York City

Outside NYC’s urban jungle are myriad discoveries that offer a deeper perspective to the city’s context in the Tri-State area, which includes New Jersey to the southwest and Connecticut to the northeast.
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Walkway Over the Hudson bridge, Hudson State Historic Park | Jay Gao/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

New York City itself is actually just the smallest sliver of New York State, which also encompasses Long Island to the east and nine more northern regions – the Adirondacks, Capital-Saratoga, Catskills, Central New York, Chautauqua-Allegheny, Finger Lakes, Greater Niagara, Hudson Valley and Thousand Islands-Seaway – which city folks tend to lump together as ‘Upstate.’ But with the five boroughs only representing 305 sq miles of the state’s total 54,555 sq miles, there really is so much more to understand about the area when you go past city limits.

The ease and convenience of being able to escape the hustle, even on a day trip, is one of NYC’s greatest perks. (In fact, you’ll often find a starkly quieter Manhattan on summer weekends, when many urban dwellers stretch their normal radiuses out.) After all, just an hour out of Times Square and you can be up on a stunning Bear Mountain peak or Hudson River viewpoint. Upstate is hailed for wide open spaces and hiking trails in the Hudson Valley, Catskills and the Adirondacks. While New Jersey may best be known for the Jersey Shore, the stereotype from the reality show is (mostly) a misnomer, as it’s home to 130 miles of pristine sand from Sandy Hook down to Cape May. But don’t forget it’s also the Garden State for a reason, with natural wonders like the second-biggest waterfall in volume after Niagara Falls just a stone’s throw from the city. Connecticut may be the quietest of the trio, but it provides a dose of New England charm in its idyllic towns.


TOP TIP

Crossing state lines isn’t a novelty in these parts since many commuters do it multiple times a day. But if you go by car or bus through the Lincoln or Holland Tunnels, be sure to look out the window for the iconic tiled delineation between New York and New Jersey.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Boscobel House & Gardens

2Cold Spring

3Dia Beacon

4Storm King Art Center

SIGHTS

5Bear Mountain State Park

6Constitution Marsh

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

7Bear Mountain Dock

8Doodletown

9Fort Montgomery

10Hessian Lake

11Perkins Memorial Tower




Storm King Art Center

The great arts alfresco

There’s one thing missing from this New Windsor art museum that gives it a major edge over its Manhattan counterparts: walls. Large-scale outdoor sculptures pepper the 500 acres of varied Hudson Valley landscape, from gentle hills and wild meadows to canopied forests, blurring the lines between nature and art. Along with its permanent collection – which includes Alexander Calder’s Five Swords, Zhang Huan’s Three Legged Buddha andMaya Lin’s Storm King Wavefield – is an ever-rotating mix of works, both outside and in the museum building. Open to the public in 1960, the museum was originally formed to highlight the Hudson River School painting but quickly switched to a focus on sculptures. Its strategic location, just about 65 miles north of the city, has made it a favorite day excursion for urbanites. Access from the city is simple, especially on weekends and holiday Mondays when the museum offers a Beacon Shuttle ticket package, which includes round-trip shuttle transportation from the Beacon Metro-North train station (trains depart Manhattan from Grand Central Terminal).

Cold Spring

Car-free small-town getaway

The Putnam County village of Cold Spring has everything: a historic downtown filled with boutiques, antiques and eateries; a dockside park with Hudson River views; and hiking trails in the West Point Foundry Preserve. And the best part is that it’s all super-compact and only a few minutes’ walk from the Metro-North train station. But if you do choose to venture further out, the Magazzino Italian Art museum is also in town (about 3.5 miles to the northeast) while Boscobel House and Gardens is about two miles to the southeast.

Boscobel House & Gardens

Historic villa with garden delights

While it may not have the name cachet of other Hudson River area sights, Boscobel is a secret that locals keep to themselves. Built between 1804 and 1808, the neoclassical mansion is decorated with Federal-period furnishings, but what’s really gasp-worthy is the surrounding landscape. Sitting at a bend in the Hudson River, the clifftop locations overlook Constitution Mars and West Point with 68 acres of trails, historic sights and stunning gardens.

Dia Beacon

Modern art in a factory setting

Despite the Dia Art Foundation also having NYC locations in Chelsea and Bridgehampton, its flagship Hudson Valley outpost is perhaps the most notable. Dia Beacon has been one of the nation’s biggest museum openings since MoMA when it opened its doors in 2003. Set on the Hudson River bank in Beacon, the museum occupies a massive former Nabisco box-printing factory, allowing its contemporary artwork from the 1960s to the present to completely envelope visitors.

Walkway Over the Hudson

World’s longest pedestrian bridge

If you’ve ever dreamed of walking on water, this might be the closest to it. Floating 212ft in the air above the Hudson River is a 1.28-mile bridge – the longest elevated pedestrian bridge in the world. The steel cantilever river crossing, about 70 miles north of the George Washington Bridge, started life as a double-track railroad bridge in 1889 and was decommissioned in 1974. Decades later, it found new life, opening as the Walkway Over the Hudson State Historic Park in 2009. The pathway allows walkers, runners and bikers to cross between the hamlet of Highland on the west side to the city of Poughkeepsie on the east side, but for most, it’s more of a recreational activity. In fact, the stretch is part of the Hudson Valley Rail Trail Network. From Poughkeepsie’s Upper Landing Park there’s also a 21-story glass elevator, making the ADA-compliant walkway accessible.

Culinary Institute of America

Gorgeous campus with student-made dining

There’s playful juxtaposition as you drive onto the Culinary Institute of America’s Hyde Park campus, the 170-acre main location of the private college. While the stately school looks straight out of an Ivy League catalog, there are parking lots named Layer Cake, Cheddar and Asparagus; residence halls called Cayenne, Cinnamon and Ginger; and a student commons center known as The Egg. But the real treat for visitors (besides taking in views of the riverfront campus) is enjoying meals from the chefs-in-training, whether it’s seasonal dishes at American Bounty, classic French at The Bocuse, or regional Italian at Ristorante Caterina de’ Medici. While restaurant reservations are required, you can always pop into the lauded and much-loved Apple Pie Bakery Cafe.

Opus 40

Earthwork sculpture in the woods

Just a 10-minute drive from Woodstock in Saugerties, this 63-acre site is centered around a 6.5-acre earthwork sculpture from artist Harvey Fite, who started building the project in 1939 using Mayan stone building techniques. Visitors can wander around the bluestone quarry with its ramps, pools, monolith and an amphitheater, and duck into a cozy museum about the site, which has been called the Stonehenge of North America. Check for special events from outdoor morning yoga to evening concerts.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Culinary Institute of America

2Opus 40

3Walkway Over the Hudson

SIGHTS

4Beacon

5Bethel Woods Center for the Arts

6Fishkill Farms

7Hudson

8Masker Orchards

9Rhinebeck

10Wilkens Fruit & Fir Farm

ACTIVITIES

11Minnewaska State Park Preserve

12Mohonk Preserve

EATING

13Bethel Country Store

14Bread Alone Bakery

see 14Mud Club

ENTERTAINMENT

15Dutchess Fair

16New York Renaissance Faire

17The Great Jack O’Lantern Blaze

see 14Tinker Street

SHOPPING

see 14Mower’s Saturday Sunday Flea Market



Fire Island

LGBTIQ+ friendly beach haven

The simple charms in life come to the forefront on Fire Island. There are no cars or big buildings, making the beaches of the 32-mile-long barrier island extremely pristine. Ferries leave from Bay Shore, Sayville and Patchogue, all landing at various points along a 0.5-mile-wide stretch. With the island’s long-time reputation for being an LGBTIQ+ friendly getaway, there’s an extra sense of relaxation the moment you set foot here thanks to boardwalks leading to white sand in almost every direction. Since it’s about unwinding here, the beach party scene is thriving. Villages dot the island, each with its own pace. Ocean Beach and Ocean Bay Park are more bustling, while Fire Island Pines and Cherry Grove shine with vibrant gay communities, and Lonelyville has a quieter vibe. As part of the Fire Island National Seashore, there’s a lighthouse on the west end (accessible by car from Robert Moses State Park) and Sunken Forest, an unusual maritime forest that is considered globally rare.

Jones Beach State Park

Ultimate beach and music getaway

A popular day trip about 40 miles southeast of the city, Jones Beach lies on a barrier island off the south side of Long Island in Watanaugh. With 6.5 miles of white sand, it’s a soothing sight for city dwellers – complete with a waterfront concert venue. From the city, take the Long Island Railroad (LIRR) train to the Babylon station and hop on Nassau County’s NICE bus. New to the west end is the Jones Beach Energy and Nature Center, which opened in 2020, with exhibits on the intersection of humans and the environment through energy systems.

Hack NYC Hot Spots in Jersey

Strategize with a river crossing

Even for New Yorkers, the idea of traveling across the Hudson River can be daunting. But once you realize that the PATH (Port Authority Trans-Hudson) train between the West Village’s Christopher St and Jersey City’s Newport takes only nine minutes and that the New York Waterway ferry between Midtown’s 39th St terminal and Hoboken’s 14th St is a mere seven minutes, the Garden State suddenly feels a lot closer – and crossing the state line can pay off in big ways.

While travelers clamor in lines to visit the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island from The Battery in Manhattan, the service also launches from Jersey City’s Liberty State Park, providing more ferry times without the crowds. Bonus: the views of Lower Manhattan and Lady Liberty from the park are some of the most stunning.

Also across the river, theater fans can get a more intimate experience at the Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn, New Jersey, where the Broadway-level productions often go on suburban trial runs before they hit the Great White Way, some with marquee-name talent. (Anne Hathaway and Nick Jonas both graced the stage in their younger days.)

One of the best reasons to cross the river is to enjoy some of the city’s top eats with room to breathe. Often booked-up Italian Song’E Napule debuted a location in Rutherford in 2021 serving its pizza, believed to be one of the nation’s best. Other city favorites with Jersey outposts include speakeasy omakase Sushi by Bou in both Jersey City and Hoboken, and Lower East Side’s  Vanessa’s Dumplings and Williamsburg’s Best Pizza, both in American Dream mall.
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BIRD-WATCHING AT BOSCOBEL
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Tara O’Grady (@taraogradymusic) is a Beacon-based singer-songwriter.

Tara had heard that the birding at Constitution Marsh in Garrison was one of the best in the state, maybe even the country. But when she walked the trail, she didn’t see a single bird – until she headed up to the grounds of Boscobel House and Gardens, where they filled the mansion’s fruit trees. She was so taken by the site’s ‘million-dollar view’ overlooking the marsh and West Point that she applied to work there, and she now relishes in sharing the history and beauty of the Federal-period home (her favorite piece of decor: the ‘ornamental and gorgeous bidet!’) and swapping stories of spotting bald eagles, indigo buntings and eastern bluebirds.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Fire Island

2Jones Beach State Park

SIGHTS

3Lavender by the Bay

4Manor Farm

5Oheka Castle

6Old Westbury Gardens

7Vanderbilt Museum and Planetarium

8Waterdrinker Farm & Garden



Paterson Great Falls

Runner-up to Niagara Falls

Just 20 miles northwest of the city sits the second-largest waterfall (pictured) in volume east of the Mississippi River, after Niagara Falls. Alexander Hamilton recognized the potential of the 77ft-high and 260ft-wide falls – with more than 2 billion gallons of water flowing over it daily – and in 1792 established the city of Paterson around it as the nation’s first planned industrial city.

Grounds for Sculpture

Immersive outdoor art museum

When it comes to sculpture parks, Storm King may impress aesthetes, but New Jersey’s slightly quirkier Grounds for Sculpture is a more immersive experience. Set on 42 acres in Hamilton, about a 70-mile drive southwest from the city, 300 contemporary sculptures are tucked among the manicured grounds. Founded by sculptor Seward Johnson, the standouts are his own meticulous recreations of famous paintings in 3D, like God Bless America – an oversized version of Grant Wood’s American Gothic – and Family Secret, a bronze rendition of Renoir’s Two Sisters (On the Terrace).

Sandy Hook Beach

Jersey Shore with ferry access

One of the closest beaches to Manhattan is Sandy Hook, the northernmost point of the Jersey Shore. Seastreak Ferries offers daily service to Sandy Hook Ferry Landing, where a shuttle service whips beachgoers to Beach D, Beach E, Gunnison or North Beach. The park is part of the National Park Service’s Gateway National Recreation Area with the Statue of Liberty. Visitors can sign up for free ranger tours to visit the top of the Sandy Hook Lighthouse –the oldest operating one in the country from 1764 – and see the Lighthouse Keepers Quarters and History House. If you’re driving in for the lighthouse, let the guards know to avoid the entry fee.

Untermyer Gardens

Stunning gardens with global influences

A spin through this Yonkers landmark is like a little trip around the great gardens of the world. Stepping into the Walled Garden transports you to one of the most notable Persian gardens in this hemisphere. The Vista features two Roman columns, with Indian, Pakistani, Spanish and Italian influences throughout the grounds. The 43-acre site is the result of lawyer Samuel Untermyer’s aspiration to make the world’s ‘finest’ garden. Highlights include a rhododendron walk and Temple in the Sky.

Kykuit, the Rockefeller Estate

Historic luxury villa

What makes Kykuit so stunning isn’t just its grandeur, but the level of carefully thought-out luxuries that create jaw-dropping discoveries at every turn. Built in 1913 atop a hill overlooking the Hudson Valley in Sleepy Hollow, the Classical Revival–style villa by Standard Oil Company magnate John D Rockefeller was home to four generations of the family.


LONG ISLAND WINE COUNTRY
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Winemaker Kareem Massoud of Paumanok Vineyards (@paumanokvineyards) in Aquebogue recommends wine tasting as one of Long Island’s most underrated activities.

In Long Island Wine Country, you can get a true sampling of everything since the ‘cool, maritime climate allows for a diverse range of wine styles that share a common thread of moderately alcoholic wines that are well balanced and full of character,’ says Kareem. The first vineyard started in 1973; now there are three distinct American Viticultural Areas: Long Island, Hamptons and North Fork Long Island. Being in close proximity, they’re easy to make a day out. ‘It’s a user-friendly wine region in terms of visiting multiple wineries,’ Kareem says, noting that the evolving scene is on par with other fine wine regions.




NEW JERSEY HIGHWAY EXITS

New Jerseyans have a secret language of sorts when asking one another where they live: ‘What exit?’ Immortalized as a Saturday Night Live punchline by comedian Joe Piscopo in 1981, the expression lives on since it kind of makes sense in the Garden State. The two major throughways, New Jersey Turnpike and Garden State Parkway, crisscross the length of the state, making the exits major place markers. Their rest stops also have a dose of Jersey pride, with the Turnpike’s named after historical figures with a Jersey link. In 2021, nine of the Parkway’s stops were named after members of the New Jersey Hall of Fame including musicians Whitney Houston and Jon Bon Jovi, Sopranos actor James Gandolfini and TV journalist Connie Chung.



CHARMING UPSTATE TOWNS

Rhinebeck

A hub for creatives, the Hudson Valley town has tree-lined streets, indie shops, and plenty of hiking trails.

Hudson

Walkable riverside town with a range of architectural styles from Victorian to art deco, and antique shops.

Beacon

Relaxed living, with natural wonders (Fishkill Overlook Falls), cultural centers (Dia Beacon) and coffee shops.


Blue Hill at Stone Barns

Fancy food on a farm

Despite being 33 miles north of the city in Pocantico Hills near Tarrytown, scoring a dinner reservation at Blue Hill at Stone Barns Center for Food and Agriculture has been a badge of honor for New Yorkers since it opened in 2004. Located on the farm where much of its ingredients are sourced, the upscale restaurant has no menu, just a chef-selected lineup of the most elegant dishes, based on what’s available in the field and local markets. Main dining-room meals start with a walking tour of the farm. In 2021, the property added a more casual Cafeteria at Stone Barns with communal tables. Also popular are its hiking trails, making it worthy of a full-day adventure.

A Tale of Two Woodstocks

One storied festival, two fascinating destinations

The freewheeling and fancy-free spirit of the 1969 Woodstock Music and Art Fair is embedded in every corner of the town of Woodstock, about a 2.5-hour drive north of NYC. Let your instincts guide you along Mill Hill Rd and around the Village Green down Tinker St, hopscotching through bookshops, boutiques and eateries, maybe browsing through Mower’s Saturday Sunday Flea Market (a block behind the bustling Bread Alone Bakery), or popping into Tinker Street Cinema for a flick in a pre–Civil War church.

While the hippie lifestyle is the essence here – especially at Mud Club, a must-visit for wood-fired bagels and coffee in its garden – true Woodstock devotees will also make the trek over to the festival grounds (a 60-mile, 1.5-hour drive) at what is now the Bethel Woods Center for the Arts. Here, the Woodstock Monument with the iconic dove-perched-on-a-guitar logo sits on the corner of the sprawling lawn – with a peace sign mowed into it, naturally. Turn back the clock by stepping into the museum, where the main gallery tells ‘The Story of Woodstock and the ‘60s’ in immersive and vibrant detail, including one exhibit inside a groovy tie-dyed theme bus.

If your timing is right, you can catch a concert on site in the 16,000-seat amphitheater; if not, follow the town’s signs along the Heritage Trail, making sure to stop at the site of former Joyner’s General Store, now the delightful Bethel Country Store with Woodstock-themed menu items. You’re sure to end your day striking a peace sign.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Grounds for Sculpture

2Paterson Great Falls

3Sandy Hook Beach

SIGHTS

4Liberty State Park

ACTIVITIES

see 14Big Snow

5Deserted Village

See 14 DreamWorks

6Sojo Spa Club

7South Mountain Fairy Trail

EATING

see 14Best Pizza

8Charrito’s

see 14 H Mart

9India Square

10Liberty House

11RoofTop at Exchange Place

12Song’E Napule

13Sushi by Bou

see 14Vanessa’s Dumplings

ENTERTAINMENT

14Nickelodeon Universe

15Paper Mill Playhouse

SHOPPING

16The Avenue



Follow the Trail of Sleepy Hollow

Legendary haunts that spook and inspire

The Headless Horseman is, thankfully, made up. But Sleepy Hollow is a very real place – and just the kind of sweet little riverside village that could inspire author Washington Irving to create his most famously eerie work, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, a short story first published in 1820. More than two centuries later, the Westchester County town – and adjacent Tarrytown and Irvington, named after the author – draw international visitors, especially around Halloween.

At its heart is the working Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, a 90-acre site offering historic tours (including the Murder and Mayhem on select nights). Irving himself is buried here along with other famous names, from Elizabeth Arden to Andrew Carnegie. But it’s actually the cozier 2.5-acre Old Dutch Church and Burying Ground, right in front, where the tale was supposedly set. Honoring its literary fame are the Headless Horseman Bridge, with a historic marker, to the south, and an 18ft-tall steel statue on the median just past the bridge.

Still, Sleepy Hollow is anything but sleepy or hollow – its rich history is reflected in a trio of historic sites. The jewel among them is Kykuit, offering guided tours through the hilltop estate that was home to four generations of Rockefellers, especially notable for its basement art gallery and outdoor fountains. Philipsburg Manor takes visitors back to 1750 to learn about the harsh realities of the enslaved community. Further, past the center of Tarrytown, is Washington Irving’s Sunnyside, his beloved waterfront estate that captures his sense of whimsy. Check hudsonvalley.org for sights’ opening dates, as most open seasonally from May through the fall.

BEST UPSTATE APPLE-PICKING FARMS

Masker Orchards

Pick from more than 14 varieties on the 200-acre orchard in Warwick that’s over a century old.

Fishkill Farms

Fall Harvest Festivals every weekend feature wagon rides and live music alongside apples; in Hopewell Junction.

Wilkens Fruit & Fir Farm

Harvesting since 1916, the Yorktown Heights farm also has peaches, pumpkins, a corn maze and winery.


MATISSE’S LAST WORK

The artwork of French artist Henri Matisse graces some of the most notable cultural institutions around the world (including Midtown’s Museum of Modern Art), and it’s perhaps the last thing you’d think of driving by the nonchalant church on Bedford Rd in Tarrytown. Yet the still-operating Union Church of Pocantico Hills in Westchester County is, surprisingly, home to his very last work – La Rosace or Rose Window, created just a few days before his death in 1954. Commissioned by the Rockefeller family to honor Abby Aldrich Rockefeller, Matisse had written, ‘It is a job that is filling me with pleasure.’ The stained glass is in tremendous company, surrounded by nine windows by Marc Chagall flanking the pews.



UPSTATE FESTIVALS WORTH A TRIP

The Great Jack O’Lantern Blaze

18th-century manor transforms into a spooky fun house with 7000-plus lit pumpkins.

New York Renaissance Faire

Cosplay welcome! From late August to early October, Tuxedo Park doubles as Elizabethan England.

Dutchess Fair

First held in 1842, the six-day agricultural fair is the state’s largest and one of the most legendary on 147 acres.

Tour Gatsby’s Gold Coast Mansions

Trail of Gilded Age homes

All that glitters may not be gold, but that level of extravagance laces the opulent homes of Long Island’s Gold Coast, a stretch of the northern shore where more than 1200 mansions were built from the 1890s to 1930s. It’s here that F Scott Fitzgerland’s 1925 novel, The Great Gatsby, was set, defining the indulgent Gilded Age lifestyles of the ridiculously rich and sometimes famous – the remnants of what’s now referred to as Gatsby’s Gold Coast.

The most accessible is Old Westbury Gardens (pictured), the 1906 Charles II–style former home of businessman John S Phipps. The gem of the 212-acre estate is the Walled Garden (with more than 7000 tulips, hyacinths, daffodils and alliums), along with the Lilac Walk, rose garden, thatched cottages and a cozy cafe in the woods.

Drive north to Centerport to the Vanderbilt Museum and Planetarium (not to be confused with Hyde Park’s Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site). Perched above Northport Bay, the Spanish Revival–style summer home of William K Vanderbilt II started in 1910 and grew into a 24-room mansion over three decades. Inside is a mini natural history museum, with Hall of Fishes and Habitat Wing featuring the world’s largest taxidermied fish, a 32ft-long whale shark. Perhaps the most exclusive is Huntington’s Oheka Castle, which can be visited with a mansion tour, restaurant reservation or overnight stay. Most famous as the setting for Taylor Swift’s ‘Blank Space’ video and Kevin Jonas’ 2009 wedding, the 127-room French-style estate of financier Otto Hermann Kahn sits on Long Island’s highest point and is the country’s second-largest private home ever built.
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MOST STUNNING FLOWER FIELDS

Lavender by the Bay

Family-owned farm with English and French lavender blooms at its Claverton and East Marion locations.

Waterdrinker Farm & Garden

The Manorville outpost blooms with both a colorful Tulip Festival and a cheery Sunflower Festival.

Manor Farm

Run by Starflower Experiences, the educational center in Huntington hosts a sunflower maze.


KOREAN SPA WITH A VIEW

While NYC used to have its own buzzy Korean spa scene, these days Sojo Spa Club (which opened in 2017) in Edgewater, New Jersey, is the trendiest. The centerpiece are its sweat-inducing saunas, all ranging in temperatures and experiences, like the Himalayan salt, charcoal, red clay, white clay, far-infrared and Japanese bedrock. Also a highlight are its 10 heated baths and pools, among them the infinity pool with city views. Other amenities include an ice room, hot-stone beds, relaxation lounge, rooftop garden, fitness center and even a coworking space. Guests are provided with towels and bathrobes to use during their visit, as well as a locker to store their belongings; the spa is open daily from 9am to 9:30pm.



NJ HUDSON RIVERFRONT DINING

Liberty House

Coastal cuisine with a Mediterranean twist and a river view inside Liberty State Park. $$$

RoofTop at Exchange Place

With retractable glass walls and roof, this cocktail-and-light-bites hot spot is known for colorful city sunsets. $$

Charrito’s

A longtime neighborhood favorite serving Oaxaca-style Mexican dishes from atop the Weehawken cliff. $$

A Day at American Dream

Fashion, food, fun and frivolity

Minnesota’s Mall of America may be the nation’s largest, but the runner-up American Dream in East Rutherford, New Jersey, is the shiniest. With more than 3 million sq ft of space within eyeshot of Manhattan, the country’s newest mega-mall – which opened in 2019 and continues to debut new phases – is an easy bus ride from the Port Authority Bus Terminal on 42nd St.

Shoppers will delight in more than 450 stores, from essential brands like Apple and Lululemon to high-end Hermés and Alexander Wang in The Avenue wing. But what truly makes the mall a dream is that fun comes with superlatives here. Its DreamWorks water park notched honors as North America’s largest indoor water park, while its Nickelodeon Universe holds the title of western hemisphere’s largest indoor theme park. There’s also Big Snow, the continent’s first and only indoor ski slope with real snow. Plus there’s a Legoland Discovery Center, Sealife aquarium, the Escape Game with six rooms, two optical-illusion museums (Paradox Museum and TiLT), two minigolf courses (one in black light and another Angry Birds–themed), a mirror maze, full-sized ice rink, and a 300ft observation wheel with NYC views.

Food offerings here are just as immense, from full service to food courts, including local favorites House of ‘Que, Spicy Hot Pot Wok Bar and Van Leeuwen ice cream. The Korean grocery store H Mart also has a full-sized market and, soon, its own food court. Admittedly, it’s easy to be overwhelmed and pulled in too many directions at once here. The shops are all closed on Sundays due to Bergen County laws, but attractions and restaurants remain open.
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Blue Hill at Stone Barns

2Kykuit, the Rockefeller Estate

3Untermyer Gardens

SIGHTS

4Old Dutch Church and Burying Ground

5Philipsburg Manor

6Sleepy Hollow Cemetery

7Union Church of Pocantico Hills

8Washington Irving’s Sunnyside




NEIGHBORHOOD SPOTLIGHT

With one of the highest populations of Indian residents in the western hemisphere, Jersey City’s India Square, also known as Little India, is notable for its authentic range of the South Asian nation’s eateries. Concentrated on a short stretch of Newark Ave between John F Kennedy Blvd and Tonnelle Ave – just three blocks from the Journal Square PATH station – are dozens of businesses that spring to life with crowds on the weekends, when festivals and celebrations often fill the streets. Popular spots include Rasoi, Curry On and Deccan Spice, and all-vegetarian Sapthagiri Taste of India. Mayor Steven Fulop recently posted on Instagram that the area has ‘some of the best Indian food’ in the state.



JERSEY OUTDOOR DELIGHTS

South Mountain Fairy Trail

A half-mile trail in Millburn’s South Mountain Reservation with whimsical miniature homes built by a local.

Deserted Village

Former factory town of Feltville, abandoned for over a century, in Berkeley Heights’ Watchung Reservation.

Lakota Wolf Preserve

Book a guided hike in Warren County’s Delaware Water Gap mountains to see four wolf packs.


HOBOKEN’S COFFEE CULTURE
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Hoboken resident Gwendolyn Benitez runs the daily pop-up Not Ur Regular Coffee (@not_ur_regular_coffee_).

Whether she’s serving coffee from an alleyway, greenhouse or cart, Gwendolyn’s pop-up is an ingrained part of the community fabric in uptown Hoboken. ‘Coffee is the number one thing here,’ she says. ‘It’s coffee, dogs and babies.’

Operating from the waterfront all summer, she loves the diversity of people – ‘from tourists to people who have lived here 40 or 50 years’ – and is always there to greet folks with a smile and a pick-me-up.

‘Coffee brings people together,’ says Gwendolyn. ‘The city is 1 sq mile, but there’s still so much space for you to do things. We’re a smaller version of the same amount of New York City potential.’



HOBOKEN’S FRESHEST MOZZARELLA

Fiore’s House of Quality

There’s always a line out the door for its roast-beef ‘mutz’ with gravy sandwich, served Thursdays and Saturdays. $

Vito’s Deli

A multi-year Hoboken Mutzfest winner, the store has been run by lifelong Hobokenite Vito Buzzerio since 1986. $

M&P Biancamano

The cash-only joint still run by founders Pietro and Teresa Biancamano now also ships their mozzarella on Goldbelly. $
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HIGHLIGHTS

1Maxwell Place Park

2PATH Hoboken Station

3Sybil’s Cave

ACTIVITIES

4Hoboken Cove Community Boathouse

5Pier 13

6Pier A

7Pier C

EATING

8Carlo’s Bakery

9Fiore’s House of Quality

10M&P Biancamano

11Vito’s Deli

TRANSPORT

1214th St Pier



A Hoboken Waterfront Walk

Postcard views of the skyline

Hoboken, New Jersey, packs quite a punch. Hailed as the birthplace of baseball and Frank Sinatra – and more recently, Carlo’s Bakery, made famous by the reality show Cake Boss – the city’s true pièce de résistance is its Hudson River waterfront walkway, with a postcard perspective of Manhattan running opposite to Chelsea, the West Village and Soho.

Start your stroll at the PATH Hoboken Station, ducking in to gaze at the train terminal’s Tiffany ceiling. Then head north, walking the circumference of Pier A – which has dueling views of both the George Washington and Verrazano Bridges from the far end – and Pier C, with a fishing pier and bird rookery. Follow the outermost pathway over the water and around the bend. To the left, you’ll see man-made Sybil’s Cave dating back to 1832, whose mysterious history inspired one Edgar Allan Poe story; it’s ironically juxtaposed with a skatepark across the street. As the walkway opens up again on the more modern uptown waterfront, you’ll find the Hoboken Cove Community Boathouse, which hosts free kayaking and stand-up paddleboarding on select summer days.


Four more piers emerge, including a more manicured one around Maxwell Place Park and a more festive one with brightly painted concrete, called Pier 13. It roars to life in the summer with food trucks, families playing Jenga and dogs sipping from water bowls as their owners indulge in cocktails and beers. By night, it’s an alfresco party in the shadow of the lit skyline. Finally, the 14th St Pier is home to the ferry stop, zipping you back to midtown Manhattan in just seven minutes.
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SIGHTS

1Yale Peabody Museum

2Yale University Art Gallery

ACTIVITIES

3Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript Library

EATING

4Bar

5Frank Pepe Pizzeria

6Louis’ Lunch

7Modern Apizza

8Sally’s Apizza



New Haven Pizza Culture

Napoleon thin crust, Connecticut-style

A pilgrimage two hours north of NYC to the Connecticut college town may just be a requirement for pizza lovers. Its own Neapolitan variety, the New Haven–style pizza comes thin-crust and charred in a coal oven, with a certain rough-and-tough feel that has to be experienced to understand. The pie is often referred to here as apizza, stemming from the Neapolitan dialect.

While locals and visitors may debate the most popular and the best-tasting version, no one can argue that Frank Pepe Pizzeria (founded in 1925 on Wooster St) has been around the longest. Italian immigrant Pepe put his own spin on the pizza from his native Naples. Still today, the Italian roots are strong – the tomatoes come from Mt Vesuvius’ foothills and the pecorino cheese is selected in Sardinia. Just down the street is a tad younger Sally’s Apizza, founded in 1938 by Salvatore ‘Sally’ Consiglio. The modest 15-booth spot shows its distinction in its custom ovens, said to produce an ‘iconic oven-kissed char.’ One thing’s guaranteed at both Frank Pepe and Sally’s – a long wait, even for takeout.

Over on State St, Modern Apizza belongs to the same era; it was established in 1934 by Tony Tolli. Menu standouts include the Clams Casino (with bacon and red peppers) and the Italian Bomb (bacon, sausage, pepperoni, mushroom, onions, pepper and garlic). Though from an entirely new era, Bar (opened in 1991) is also worth mentioning for its brick-oven, comparably thicker-crust pizza. With choices of red or white and toppings like mashed potato, eggs and brisket, it’s also closer to campus, making more of a university hangout.


HAMBURGER SANDWICH BIRTHPLACE

Pizza isn’t the only American food staple that reigns in New Haven. Louis’ Lunch, the brick building with red shutters on Crown St, holds the honors of being the birthplace of the hamburger sandwich, officially recognized by the Library of Congress. Established in 1895 by Louis Lassen, the invention was a matter of course in 1900 when a man stopped by asking for something quick and on the go. Now run by the fourth generation, the crowded restaurant still uses a blend of five cuts of freshly ground meat cooked on cast-iron grills from 1898 and served on white toast. Word to the wise: the only garnishes offered are cheese, onions and tomatoes. We overheard someone ask for mustard and the response: ‘Get out!’



YALE CAMPUS MUST-SEES

Yale University Art Gallery

Oldest college art museum in the country with works from Picasso to Degas; admission is free.

Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library

Unassuming outside, inside is a stunning six-floor-high glass case holding 180,000 books.

Yale Peabody Museum

After its first major renovation in nearly a century, the natural history museum reopens in 2024.





THE NEW YORK CITY
TOOLKIT


The chapters in this section cover the most important topics you’ll need to know about in New York. They’re full of nuts-and-bolts information and valuable insights to help you understand and navigate New York and get the most out of your trip.



Arriving

Money

Getting Around

Accommodations

Food, Drink & Nightlife

Family Travel

Health & Safe Travel

Responsible Travel

LGBTIQ+ Travelers

How to Enjoy NYC on a Budget

Accessible Travel

Nuts & Bolts
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Arriving


New York is served by three airports, including Newark Liberty International Airport (EWR) in New Jersey. Penn Station, the Port Authority Bus Terminal and Grand Central Terminal provide ample bus and rail connections from Washington, DC, Boston, Philadelphia and beyond. Cruise ships call on ports in Manhattan, Brooklyn and New Jersey.
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Airports

Most international flights arrive at John F Kennedy International Airport in Queens or Newark Liberty International Airport in New Jersey. Several domestic flights arrive at both airports and LaGuardia International Airport in Queens.




Visas

Foreign visitors to the US must obtain a visa, unless they’re from a country that qualifies for the visa waiver program.




Sim Cards

You can buy prepaid SIM cards at airport retail stores and vending machines, but they’ll be cheaper at cellular stores outside the airport.




Wi-Fi

All three airports serving the New York area offer free wi-fi. Free wi-fi is also available at Penn Station and at New York City subway stations.



Public Transport from Airport to City Centre
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SAY NO TO THAT RIDE

Land at LaGuardia or JFK International Airports, and you’ll be welcomed by seemingly friendly faces offering rides to Manhattan and Brooklyn. You won’t have to wait in any long taxi lines or for an Uber or Lyft to wind its way through traffic, but any convenience won’t be worth the cost. Airport solicitors aren’t professional drivers. They’re random people who will charge you significantly more than a surge-priced Uber. Save yourself the hassle, headaches and a lot of money by taking public transit, a licensed cab or a legitimate ride-hail service.






Money

Currency: US dollar ($)

Cash or Cards?

In NYC, you’ll want to carry both cash and a credit card. Some businesses only accept credit cards and contactless payments, while some bodegas, and delis will only accept cash. Keep small bills on hand for these situations or to tip street performers.

Taxes and Refunds

In NYC, 8.875% in taxes is added to the sticker price of retail goods, prepared food, and beverages. Hotels add $6 per night in fees and taxes. Clothes and shoes under $110 are exempt from taxes. New York does not offer tax refunds to foreign visitors.

Tipping

Hotels Tip $2 to $3 to bellhops storing or delivering your luggage; $3 to $5 a night for housekeeping.

Restaurants/bars Tip 20% for good service at a nice restaurant or cocktail bar; $1 or $2 for drinks you pick up at a dive bar.

Taxis Tip 10% to 20% of the fare, or round up for short rides; between $1 and $3 to ride-hail-app drivers.


HOW MUCH FOR A…

Museum entry
Usually free, but up to $15 for special exhibitions

Public transport day pass
$15

Coffee
$3-6

Sandwich
$2-7
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HOW TO… Save on Hotels

To save on accommodations, schedule your trip for January when hotel room rates are at their lowest – an average of $212 a night. By September, average room rates can climb as high as $630 per night. If traveling in January is not an option, stay in Brooklyn, the Bronx, Queens or New Jersey and take a train, bus or ferry into Manhattan.
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LOCAL TIP

Decline the pedicab ride. Pedicabs solicit tourists with the promise of quick trips at an affordable price, but they charge by the minute, and that adds up quickly.




PAY WHAT YOU CAN AT THESE MUSEUMS

Making reservations online to visit your favorite museums can be convenient, but it’ll cost you. Reservations trigger suggested donation admission prices. Plan a more spontaneous itinerary and take advantage of pay-what-you-wish entry tickets on site. Pay-what-you-wish museum admission is exactly what it sounds like – pay what you can for entry, no questions asked. Several popular museums offer this option, including the American Museum of Natural History, Brooklyn Museum, Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Cloisters, El Museo del Barrio, MoMA PS1 and some others.








Getting Around

The best way to get around NYC is to walk, take public transit including buses, subway and ferries, and the occasional taxi or ride-hailing service.



TRAVEL COSTS

Rental
From $88/day

Gasoline
Approx $3.86/gallon

Ferry
$4/ride

Subway/bus
$2.75/ride



On Foot

New York is one of the most walkable cities in the United States, and walking is one of the best ways to discover the city that never sleeps. Walking is often the quickest and most efficient way to travel short distances, especially during peak hours.

The Subway

The New York subway is one of the largest rapid transit systems in the world. You can get just about everywhere on the subway at any time, and riding the city’s trains is a cultural experience itself. The subway connects four of NYC’s five boroughs.

TRANSPORT ESSENTIALS

The subway connects four of New York’s five boroughs. It connects to Amtrak trains and the Long Island Rail Road at Penn Station. It also connects with the Metro-North Railroad at Grand Central Terminal, and with New Jersey Transit trains and buses at Penn Station, Port Authority Bus Terminal, the World Trade Center and the 14 St subway station.

Trains heading north and to the Bronx are called uptown trains; those heading south and to Brooklyn are called downtown trains. Announcers will state the direction of departing trains as Manhattan-bound, Bronx-bound, Brooklyn-bound or Queens-bound.

Check if your destination is served by both local and express trains. Local trains make every stop on a line, while express trains only make certain stops. On the subway map, black dots signify local train stops, and white dots show stations where all trains on a route stop.

Tap to ride and pay with a digital wallet or chip-based credit card; or buy a physical OMNY transit card at train stations, local drugstores and newsstands.


Bus

The bus can be great traveling between parts of Brooklyn and Queens, but Manhattan traffic can make for slow rides. The M30 bus connects Manhattan with LaGuardia Airport. The Q70 connects LaGuardia to Jackson Heights for trains across to Brooklyn, Manhattan and Queens.




Ferry

The ferry is one of the best and most comfortable ways to get around the five boroughs on steamy summer days. The city ferry system links Astoria and Long Island City with Midtown Manhattan, and Midtown with Wall Street, Brooklyn and the Bronx.




Taxis

There are far fewer iconic yellow cabs on the city’s streets than there used to be, but they’re still out there. Hail available cabs as they pass or book taxis through the Curb app. Ride-hailing services are available through Uber and Lyft.





	KEY SUBWAY STOPS



	STATION
	BEST FOR



	Times Sq-42 St
	Broadway and Times Square



	81 St
	American Museum of Natural History



	W 4 St-Washington Sq
	Greenwich Village, NYU, Washington Sq



	14 St-Union Sq
	Union Sq Park, Strand Book Store



	Wall St
	New York Stock Exchange, Charging Bull, Trinity Church



	World Trade Center
	One World Trade Center, World Trade Center Memorial



	34 St-Penn Station
	Macy’s, Empire State Building, Madison Square Garden



	Bedford Ave
	Hipster Williamsburg



	Eastern Parkway-Brooklyn Museum
	Prospect Park, Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn Library



	161 St-Yankee Stadium
	Yankee Stadium



	Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr
	Barclays Center





TIMETABLES

Check the Metropolitan Transportation Authority website for information about subway and bus delays before you set off for your destination. You can also download their app.



Tap for Subway Rides

If you use a digital wallet, tap it to pay fares at subway turnstiles and on buses. Use the same device for free transfers and free rides after your 12th ride in a week. The system works with contactless credit and debit cards as well as smartphones, wearables and physical OMNY cards.
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DRIVING ESSENTIALS
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Drive on the right.
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Speed limit is 25mph on most NYC city streets and 55mph or more on highways.
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Blood alcohol limit is 0.08%.



HOW TO… Hail a Cab

Sometimes, it’s quicker to hop in the yellow cab in front of you than to wait for an Uber or Lyft to make their way to you. Cabs signal their availability by turning on middle lights on their roofs. When you see a cab with its light on, step out as far as you safely can and lift an arm to flag down the taxi. Or, request taxis through the Curb app or Uber. Cabs are sometimes cheaper than ride-hailing apps, especially during periods of surge pricing.






Accommodations

While there’s plenty of choice in accommodations types, the price of staying in New York City can match some of the highest in the world.



HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN A...

Manhattan luxury hotel
from $900 per night

midrange Times Square hotel
from $350 per night

Brooklyn boutique hotel
from $395 per night



Luxury Hotels

With iconic brands and famous hotel properties, from the St Regis, the Peninsula and the Ritz Carlton to the Plaza Hotel, the Park Hyatt and the Mandarin Oriental, there’s no shortage of luxury hotels in the Big Apple. Most of the upscale hotels are located in Manhattan.

Midrange Hotels

You’ll find a variety of midrange hotels, mostly in Midtown Manhattan, Lower Manhattan, northern Brooklyn and Queens. Expect familiar brands including Hyatt, DoubleTree, Hilton, Holiday Inn and Marriott. Or opt for something trendier like the Ace Hotel on 29th St or one of several Arlo hotels. These places generally offer air conditioning, fitness centers and free wi-fi.

Budget Hotels

Prepare to spend more for budget hotels than elsewhere and to get less for your money. In Manhattan, your best options are pod hotels that offer tiny but clean and functional rooms. You’ll find a cluster of affordable hotels in Long Island City, Queens and a few around Brooklyn. Look to New Jersey for more options and to Uptown, which has the gallery-inspired Radio Hotel.
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Hostels

New York is home to more than a dozen hostels, most of which are in Manhattan. Some hostels offer only private rooms; others only have dorms. Some offer both, but none are the bargains you may be used to for shared accommodations. A bed in a shared dorm is likely to set you back between $60 and $90 a night.

Vacation Rentals

Vacation rentals can be an economical option for families, large groups and long stays. VRBO, Airbnb, Vacasa and other vacation rental services operate here, but recent legislation prohibits entire-home rentals of under 30 days. You’ll occasionally find rentals from companies like Sonder and BlueGround, which specialize in fully furnished extended-stay apartments. Some residential apartment buildings prohibit short-term rentals.

Airbnb vs New York City

Airbnb and NYC have been locked in a years-long battle over short-term rental regulations. The popularity of rental platforms like Airbnb has driven up rents in a city that’s already one of the most expensive in the world, exacerbating its homelessness problem. Rules that went into effect in 2023 prohibit short-term rentals of under 30 days when a host isn’t present. Airbnb sued the city, claiming the rules are ‘extreme and oppressive,’ and lost. Travelers can still rent rooms from hosts who live in units and full apartments for less than a month.
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	NEIGHBORHOOD
	PRO/CON



	Lower Manhattan
	Great transit options and affordable hotels; some streets can be quiet at night. Plenty of deals with well-known chain hotels.



	SoHo & Chinatown, Nolita & Little Italy
	A mix of budget hotels and trendy high-end properties. Stay here to shop cute boutiques and vintage stores.



	East Village & Lower East Side
	A mix of trendy boutique hotels and simple budget properties. Great for easy access to Williamsburg or to bar-hop.



	West Village, Chelsea & Meatpacking District
	Tons of independent restaurants and city charm, but hotel rooms tend to be expensive and small, even by NYC standards.



	Union Square, Flatiron District & Gramercy
	Restaurants, bars and galleries galore, but everything is expensive in these neighborhoods.



	Midtown
	Great transit options, easy access to EWR, and lots of hotels to choose from; can be loud and bright at night.



	Upper East Side
	Luxurious high-end hotels that offer easy access to the city’s best museums and most elegant streets.



	Upper West Side & Central Park
	Classic hotels that might make you feel like you’re living in your favorite TV show, and a few budget properties near the park.



	Harlem & Upper Manhattan
	Brownstones that have been converted into guesthouses, small budget hotels and a growing crop of trendy new properties.



	Brooklyn
	Trendy and hip, with lots of boutiques and an easy connection to Manhattan. Trendy comes at a high cost for hotels.



	Queens
	Minutes from Manhattan but far more affordable. A train ride from most tourist sights and postcard views of the skyline.









Food, Drink & Nightlife


Where to Eat & Drink

Restaurant Usually serving full meals at both lunch and dinner, sometimes just dinner, or (much less often) just lunch.

Diner Casual spots, typically known for breakfast, but usually with an extensive menu of sandwiches and dinner specials.

Cafe Typically serving lunches and light meals.

Cocktail bar Serves alcohol but specializes in cocktails.
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When to Eat

Breakfast From around 7am to 11am.

Brunch Replacing breakfast and lunch, typically served on weekends from about 11am to 2pm.

Lunch From about noon to 2pm.

Happy Hour Typically 5pm to 7pm, when reduced-price drinks and snacks might be served at bars and restaurants.

Dinner From as early as 5pm until 10pm or later.


MENU DECODER

BEC Bacon, egg and cheese sandwich, typically served on a roll.

Bialy Often said to be a cousin of the bagel, this flattish round bread has an indent on the top that’s usually filled with cooked onions or poppy seeds.

Cronut Cross between a donut and a croissant, invented by Dominique Ansel – there are still lines outside his SoHo bakery to buy the limited-quantity pastries.

Egg cream Once ubiquitous but increasingly hard to find, this milkshake-like beverage has neither egg nor cream; it’s made with milk, carbonated water and flavored syrup (usually chocolate).

Pie Usually in reference to a whole pizza but sometimes a fruit-filled pastry.

Smash burger Hamburger that’s flattened while it’s being grilled so that it’s crispy at the edges.



HOW TO… Pay the Bill

In New York City restaurants, you can ask for ‘the bill’ or ‘the check’, though it might be brought to you at the end of your meal without your having to request it. Most but not all restaurants take credit cards, and waitstaff are generally happy to split the bill between two cards but often don’t appreciate having to split among more than that. Asking for separate checks is generally frowned upon. Most restaurant bills don’t include the tip in the check, unless it’s a party of six or more, when they might include 20%. Tip waitstaff between about 18% and 23% depending on the service.



HOW MUCH FOR A…

Bodega bacon, egg and cheese
$3.50-5

Pizza slice
$3-5

Takeout sandwich
$10

Lunch main course
$12-20

Cappuccino
$3.50-5

Beer
$6-12

Cocktail
$15-22



HOW TO… Have Coffee

New York City coffee bars typically serve all manner of espresso drinks, either hot or over ice. Cold brew – in which coffee grounds are steeped in cold water – is popular. Specialty tea drinks, like chai lattes or matcha lattes, are also widely available.
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Going Out

A night out in New York City can mean many things but it usually starts with drinks. Some establishments have a ‘happy hour’ between about 5pm and 7pm, when you might find a special, reduced-price menu for drinks and maybe snacks. After drinks, dinner can be an hour or two, depending on the restaurant. After dinner, you might also go out for a ‘nightcap’ – technically a drink before bed.

For entertainment, you might opt for live music somewhere, which will usually involve a cover charge. If you’re interested in dance clubs or alternative venues, be prepared for a late night, as things don’t usually get started before 11pm or midnight, and can go until early the next morning. If you’re going to the theater, which typically starts at 7pm or 8pm, you can have an early dinner – some restaurants in Midtown have pre-theater menus. There are also usually a few options to eat late, after the theater.


WHAT MAKES A NEW YORK BAGEL SPECIAL

The bagel may be the most iconic New York food of them all. Crispy on the outside and chewy on the inside, New York bagels are unlike any other in the world. Before they’re baked, New York bagels are submerged in boiling tap water that’s been mixed with barley malt. This process is what gives them their crisp exterior and chewy interior. They can be topped with sesame seeds, poppy seeds or everything seasoning; eating just half a bagel can make you feel like you’ve eaten an entire meal. Bagels became a New York staple in the 1930s. Local Jewish communities would cut them in half, smear them with cream cheese and layer on lox to create a kosher substitute for eggs Benedict. This is where the term ‘schmear,’ which you’ll see on most bagel-shop menus, comes from. Back then, a schmear was a thin layer of cream cheese. Nowadays, it’s not uncommon to unwrap a bagel that’s been stuffed with three or four ounces of cream cheese. And even bagels themselves have gotten larger over the years, now coming in at an average of 6oz or 7oz. You’ll find bagel shops across the city, but you’ll want to go early. Bagels are considered a breakfast food and some shops close as early as 2pm.

For a traditional bagel with cream cheese and lox, try Russ & Daughters, which has been in business since 1914, or Zabar’s, an Upper West Side spot that’s been in business since 1934.
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Family Travel

New York is the ultimate playground for kids. Wander through Central Park looking for the Alice in Wonderland statue. Spend a day at the museum that inspired the Night at the Museum movie franchise. Visit the Statue of Liberty and walk across the Brooklyn Bridge. Take in a Broadway show, or introduce your kids to famous architectural icons. There’s no way anyone’s getting bored here.


Getting Around

Children under 44in ride the subway for free with a fare-paying adult. If your kids are little, pack your lightest strollers. Elevators and escalators are limited, and you’re likely to carry a stroller up or down the stairs at some point. Taxis aren’t required to have car seats, but you can search for Ubers and Lyfts that have them. Buses can be convenient for parents traveling with strollers.

Where to Eat

You’ll find lots of children’s menus and kid-friendly restaurants in NYC, including a few special ones. Head to Alice’s Teacup for an Alice in Wonderland–themed tea party. Take your kids to the 1950s with a visit to Farmacy & Soda Fountain, a vintage ice-cream parlor in Brooklyn. Try Serendipity3’s Frrrozen Hot Chocolate or visit Black Tap Craft Burgers & Beer, which perfected over-the-top ice cream sundaes.


Sights

Children 11 and under get into the Brooklyn Children’s Museum and Brooklyn Botanic Garden for free every day. It’s free to visit the Bronx Zoo on Wednesdays. Kids under four visit the Statue of Liberty’s pedestal for free; those between 4 and 12 pay $12.30.




Facilities

It can be tough to find a public restroom in NYC, let alone one that’s clean and has a changing table. Major department stores are a good bet. All public restrooms built in NYC after 2018 must offer at least one diaper-changing station.




KID-FRIENDLY PICKS

Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum Wander around this decommissioned aircraft carrier and check out historic military planes.

Luna Park, Coney Island Spend a day at this seaside amusement park and top it off with a visit to Nathan’s Hot Dogs.

Central Park Rent bikes to explore a magical 840-acre urban park with a zoo.

Bronx Zoo One of the largest and most famous zoos in the world.

Brooklyn Children’s Museum You’ll love watching your kids shop mini bodegas.
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DAY AT THE MUSEUM

You can’t sleep over at the American Museum of Natural History anymore, but you can still experience a taste of the Ben Stiller movies during the day. The huge museum on the Upper West Side of Manhattan played the Natural History Museum in the movie series. See the museum’s Tyrannosaurus Rex and the giant moai from Rapa Nui – just don’t try to give it any gum-gum. Wander among African lions, Alaskan moose, American bison and black rhinoceros. Hang out with Mammuthus, the museum’s giant mammoth, and the capuchin monkey that lives in the Hall of African Mammals.






Health & Safe Travel

PICKPOCKETS

NYC is a crowded city where it’s easy to snatch a wallet or phone from a back pocket or open bag. Limit the amount of cash you carry. Use a cross-body bag and wear it in front. Consider a money belt to keep cash close to you, and split up your money and credit cards so you have a backup if something is stolen.
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Insurance

Medical care and prescription drugs can be very expensive in the US, even for minor illnesses and injuries. A single emergency room visit can cost thousands of dollars, making travel insurance a key purchase for foreign visitors. Travel and renter’s insurance policy may help cover expenses related to theft, lost luggage or delayed travel.

Roads

Driving in New York City is an unpleasant experience that only gets worse when you try to park. If you must drive in the city, don’t block intersections and look out for throngs of pedestrians, many of whom are fiercely committed to jaywalking.

TRAFFIC SIGNS

Walk
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Don’t walk
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Pedestrian crossing
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Cycling route
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Tap Water

Tap water is absolutely drinkable. NYC doesn’t filter its water, instead treating it with chlorine, fluoride and sodium hydroxide.


PERSONAL SAFETY

NYC is one of the safest major cities in the world. Crime levels are down significantly from their peak decades ago. Common sense and paying close attention to your surroundings will serve you best here. Don’t let bags, laptops or phones out of your sight. Avoid people exhibiting erratic behavior, and be extra cautious in the area surrounding the Port Authority Bus Terminal.








Responsible Travel

Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when travelling, and the importance of making changes where we can. Lonely Planet urges all travelers to engage with their travel carbon footprint. There are many carbon calculators online that allow travelers to estimate the carbon emissions generated by their journey; try resurgence.org/resources/carbon-calculator.html. Many airlines and booking sites offer travelers the option of offsetting the impact of greenhouse gas emissions by contributing to climate-friendly initiatives around the world. We continue to offset the carbon footprint of all Lonely Planet staff travel, while recognising this is a mitigation more than a solution.

Take Public Transit

New York City has one of the most extensive and reliable public transit networks in the world. Minimize your carbon footprint by choosing trains over taxis and cars.

Bring a Water Bottle

NYC’s tap water is safe to drink. Bring a water bottle instead of buying water in single-use plastic bottles. It’s better for the environment, and it’ll save you money.
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In NYC, sidewalks are made for commuting – don’t just stop in the middle of the sidewalk. Step aside to check your phone or look at directions, and don’t block walkways.




Check out Precycle, a Brooklyn grocery store that stocks fresh, local foods and requires shoppers to bring their own reusable containers.
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DON’T MANSPREAD ON THE SUBWAY

Manspreading (when men sit with their legs wide open in crowded spaces, taking up extra space) is one of the most obnoxious things to do on a packed train. An anti-manspreading campaign started on Tumblr around 2013.


TAKE A WALKING TOUR

Instead of crisscrossing Brooklyn and Manhattan in a double-decker bus, dive deep into a specific neighborhood like Greenwich Village, Harlem or Williamsburg on a walking tour with a local expert.

Shop Local Businesses

New York wouldn’t be New York without the independent bars, restaurants and boutiques that line its streets. Help keep these businesses operating by supporting them with your tourism dollars.

Tip Street Performers

Street performers are a key part of the New York experience, and the city wouldn’t be the same without them. Support performances with a tip in cash or through an app.

Zero-Waste Shopping

Find inspiration for a zero-waste lifestyle from A Sustainable Village in the East Village.

Skip Linen Changes

Help conserve water by not having the sheets and towels in your room changed daily.


Cycling is an excellent way to explore New York’s boroughs. Take a bike tour, rent a bike and head for Central Park, or hop on a Citi Bike to ride between districts.




New York City plans to phase out disposable MetroCards in favor of digital payments and reloadable plastic OMNY cards in 2024.




Eat Plant-Based

Make a reservation for the tasting menu at Dirt Candy (pictured), a Michelin-star vegetarian restaurant. For something more casual, try vegan Sichuan at Spicy Moon in the East Village or vegan Black southern cooking at its neighbor Cadence.
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RESOURCES

nystia.org/resources/what-is-sustainable-tourism
New York State Tourism Industry Association.

[image: jpg]

nyctourism.com/articles/green-guide-to-nyc
Essential guide to using public transport.

[image: jpg]

citibikenyc.com/how-it-works
Local bike rentals and how they operate.

[image: jpg]








LGBTIQ+ Travelers

New York City is home to one of the most vibrant gay communities in the world. It’s long been one of the world’s most LGBTIQ+ -friendly places. Brooklyn was a hub for the gay community in the 1920s, and the gay liberation movement began here in 1969. The city remains one of the most welcoming places in the world for LGBTIQ+ travelers.


Neighborhoods

NYC is home to several gay neighborhoods. Hang out in Greenwich Village where the gay liberation movement began. Dine at Chelsea’s vibrant restaurants. Eat and drink your way across Hell’s Kitchen. Have a nightcap in Astoria, or wander through Brooklyn Heights, a historic hub of the New York gay community since the 1920s.
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New York Pride

Each June, hundreds of thousands of people flock to New York City for one of the largest celebrations of gay pride in the world. The marquee event is the Pride March through Greenwich Village. There’s a different theme for the celebration each year and weeks of events leading up to the parade, which has been going on since 1970.




LGBTIQ+ Media

Besides the Stonewall Inn, check out Flaming Saddles and Posh on Ninth Ave; Branded Saloon, a queer honky tonk in Prospect Heights; and Cubbyhole, one of New York’s best lesbian bars, in the West Village. Brooklyn’s oldest lesbian bar, Ginger’s Bar, got a glow-up in 2022. Lambda Lounge is one of a handful of Black-owned gay bars in NYC.



STONEWALL INN

This is the Greenwich Village spot where the gay liberation movement was born out of a botched police raid on a popular gay bar in 1968. The original Stonewall Inn stood at 51 and 53 Christopher St. It eventually closed down, and a new bar at 53 Christopher St now bears its name.

Clubs

New York is dotted with clubs made for dancing and drag shows. Check out The Q NYC, a new multi-level queer bar and club that opened in Midtown in 2021. The Monster hosts a legendary all-night Manster dance party on Saturday nights in Greenwich Village. If you’re in Brooklyn, head to House of Yes. In Queens, check out Icon Bar in Astoria.


The Center

The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Community Center hosts events like book launches, live performances and support group meetings every day of the week. ‘The Center,’ which has been in existence for more than 40 years, also provides HIV testing.








How to Enjoy NYC on a Budget

You can experience much of the best of New York for little to no money. It doesn’t cost a dime to wander through iconic neighborhoods like Greenwich Village or take a stroll across the Brooklyn Bridge. Get lost in Central Park, window-shop on Fifth Ave, visit the World Trade Center and see the Statue of Liberty from the Staten Island Ferry. Check the calendar for free events like theater in the park and summer concerts.


Stay Further Out

Choose a more affordable hotel further out and take the subway or a train into Manhattan. A five- to 10-minute train ride could save you hundreds of dollars, and more if you find accommodations with a kitchen and cook for yourself.

Opt for Street Food & Delis

Skip the Michelin-star restaurants and trendy cocktail bars, and sample the city’s street food and delis instead. You’ll find affordable meals at the Halal Guys truck at W 53rd St and Sixth Avenue, the King David taco carts in Madison Square Park in Manhattan and Prospect Park in Brooklyn, and at hot-dog stands and food trucks across the city. Head to Katz’s Delicatessen and other delis for portions that are large enough to split or have leftovers for another meal.

Do This Instead of That

Instead of going on a Statue of Liberty tour, ride by Lady Liberty for free on the Staten Island Ferry.

Take a $4 ferry ride instead of a pricey harbor cruise.

Use the subway instead of cabs and ride-hailing services.

Broadway for Less

There’s no need to pay full price to experience Broadway theater. Before your trip, check for lotteries for discount tickets to shows you’d like to see. Some shows offer same-day discount rush tickets for as little as $20, and some use the app TodayTix for mobile rush ticket sales and digital lotteries. If you don’t win a lottery or discount rush tickets, head to the TKTS booths (pictured) in Times Square or Lincoln Center for discounted tickets to same-day shows.
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MORE CHEAP & FREE NEW YORK

Many local museums offer free admission one day a week, through you may have to stand in line to get in. Visit art galleries in Chelsea to see cutting-edge exhibits without having to buy a ticket or wait in line. Don’t give up on finding good happy hours. You’ll find lots of places serving $2 oysters on weekday evenings. Tile Bar in East Village still serves $5 well drinks, and Rudy’s on Ninth Ave serves free hot dogs with your drinks all the time.






Accessible Travel

New York is a world-class city that offers less than world-class accessibility. Many top attractions are accessible, but much of the city’s iconic subway system isn’t. Sidewalks can be full of obstacles, but Accessible Pedestrian Signals are available to assist blind or impaired-vision pedestrians.


Top Sights

Top attractions including the Empire State Building, Times Square, Radio City Music Hall, One World Observatory, 9/11 Memorial, Brooklyn Bridge, Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island are wheelchair-accessible.


Airports

Each of New York’s three major airports offer wheelchair assistance at no charge. NYC Airporter shuttle busses are accessible, and wheelchair taxis are available. The AirTrain offers accessible public transit to the Jamaica Station in Queens.




Accommodations

Hotels built after 1990 are required to offer accessible rooms, elevators and roll-in showers. You’ll find accessible hotels across the price spectrum, including The Standard, Four Seasons, and the affordable citizenM.



Public Transit

Much of the NYC subway system was built before accessibility laws were enacted, and many stations aren’t wheelchair-accessible. All city buses are equipped with wheelchair ramps and floors that can be lowered, or mechanical lifts.

Taxis

NYC has taxis that can accommodate manual or powered wheelchairs. They have lower floors and either side entry or a lift gate at the rear. Order through apps or hail them in busy areas like Midtown.


RESOURCES

wheelchairtravel.org/new-york-city
A wheelchair-accessible NYC travel guide.

nyctourism.com/accessible-nyc
The New York City tourism board’s accessibility guide.

theatreaccess.nyc
Search Broadway theaters by facilities like wheelchair seating, assistive listening devices and sign language.

new.mta.info/accessibility/stations
A list of accessible subway stations from the Metropolitan Transit Authority.



MUSEUM ACCESS

The American Museum of Natural History, Museum of Modern Art, Metropolitan Museum of Art, Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum, Guggenheim, Brooklyn Museum and Whitney Museum are just some of the city’s wheelchair-accessible museums.


Accessible Theater Restrooms

Wheelchair-accessible restrooms are typically located on the ground floor of the theater or adjacent to its orchestra section. Some Broadway theaters still don’t have accessible restrooms and direct customers to neighboring theaters that do offer these facilities.








Nuts & Bolts

OPENING HOURS

Banks 9am–6pm Monday to Friday. Some also 9am-noon Saturday.

Pubs & bars Normally 5pm–4am (some are open earlier/later).

Restaurants Breakfast 6am-11am, lunch noon to around 3pm, and dinner 5pm-11pm. Weekend brunch 10am-4pm.

Clubs 10pm-4am.

Shops 10am–7pm weekdays. 11am-8pm Saturdays. Sundays variable.

Internet Access

Internet access is available at subway stations. Free wi-fi and device charging is available at LinkNYC stands across the city. Many restaurants, hotels and bars provide free wi-fi.


Cannabis

Cannabis is legal in NYC. You’ll find dispensaries selling flower, pre-rolled joints, edibles and concentrates across the city.

Smoking

Smoking is not allowed indoors in NYC, inside most hotels, on public transit or in train stations. It’s legal to smoke and vape on streets as long as you maintain distance from building entrances.




GOOD TO KNOW

Time zone
Eastern Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus five hours)

Country code
+1

Emergency number
911

Population
8.5 million
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PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

NYC observes over a dozen public holidays. It hosts the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, an iconic ball drop in Times Square on New Year’s Eve, and an epic fireworks show on July 4.

New Year’s Day January 1

Martin Luther King Jr Day Third Monday in January

Presidents’ Day Third Monday in February

Memorial Day Last Monday in May

Juneteenth June 19

Independence Day July 4

Labor Day First Monday in September

Columbus Day Second Monday in October

Veterans’ Day November 11

Thanksgiving Fourth Thursday in November

Christmas Day December 25







THE NEW YORK CITY

STORYBOOK

Our writers delve deep into different aspects of New York City life.


A History of New York City in 15 Places

New York transformed from a farmland to a metropolis in less than 400 years.

Meena Thiruvengadam

Meet the New Yorkers

New York might seem intimidating at first, but it’s a city happy to share its wonders.

Teddy Minford

The Vanishing Gayborhood

Greenwich Village was the birthplace of modern LGBTIQ+ rights. Now it’s time to move on.

John Garry

Exploring New York’s Literary Past

New York has long been a creative refuge for authors and readers alike.

Dana Givens

NYC’s Proud Asian American Community

A history of resilience has strengthened the city’s vast Asian diaspora.

Rachel Chang
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A HISTORY OF NEW YORK CITY IN
15 PLACES

Once the home of the indigenous Lenape tribe, New York transformed from a swath of farmland to a thriving metropolis in less than 400 years. This former Dutch and English colony is where American democracy was born, and it’s since become a cultural and financial capital of the world. By Meena Thiruvengadam.


MILLIONS OF IMMIGRANTS have passed through New York, creating one of the most cosmopolitan and diverse places in the world. New York City’s stories are written in its architecture, wide avenues, soaring skyscrapers and expansive green spaces. They are chronicled in world-class museums, etched into plaques and carved into monuments and sidewalks.

Four hundred years ago, this area was fertile farmland and hunting grounds. It was colonized by the Netherlands and the United Kingdom, and was a key battleground during the United States’ battle for independence. This is where George Washington was sworn in as the first president of the United States. It’s also where Alexander Hamilton was buried and where the civil rights and gay liberation movements took off.

New York has survived natural disasters, economic crises, two world wars and the worst terrorist attack in the world. It has catapulted writers, musicians, artists and performers to fame, collaborated in the creation of countless fortunes, and become a capital of culture, finance and academia.

There’s no place like New York, and there’s no better introduction to the city’s history than the following places.

1. Stone Street

HISTORIC COBBLESTONES

This Lower Manhattan street is one of New York’s oldest. It was the first city street paved with cobblestone and was home to New York’s first printing press. After a fire wiped out much of Lower Manhattan during the Revolutionary War, several businesses rebuilt on Stone Street. A harborside location made this an attractive option for merchants and importers. As the city developed and Wall Street emerged, skyscrapers rose around Stone Street. It lost some of its luster but eventually regained its shine. Nowadays, this bar- and restaurant-lined street is a popular place for happy hours and weekend brunches.

2. Fraunces Tavern

THE FIRST PRESIDENTIAL TAVERN

While the first building to occupy this site in Lower Manhattan was the New York mayor’s home in 1671, a dimly lit tavern has stood here since the Revolutionary War. George Washington said farewell to his officers in the Long Room a week after British forces left. During the 1800s, Fraunces Tavern was a gathering place for travelers and locals, much as it is today. The site was ravaged by fire and rebuilt several times; it was set to be demolished and turned into a parking lot in 1900. The Daughters of the American Revolution fought for its preservation, and it was declared a National Landmark in 1965.

3. Trinity Church

ALEXANDER HAMILTON’S

FINAL RESTING PLACE

At one point, this small church in the Financial District was New York’s tallest building. The church now standing here is actually the third that has existed at this site. The first incarnation was built in 1698 and burned down during the Revolutionary War; its replacement buckled under the weight of heavy snow. The current Trinity Church, built in Gothic Revival style, dates from 1846. George Washington and Alexander Hamilton both worshiped here, and Hamilton was laid to rest in the small cemetery outside.
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4. Wall Street

GLOBAL FINANCIAL CENTER

This eight-block stretch of the Financial District was a slave-trading marketplace and a securities trading hub in the 18th century. It’s now home to the New York Stock Exchange and also where you’ll find Federal Hall, the birthplace of the US government. Federal Hall housed the first US Congress and Supreme Court and it’s where George Washington took the oath of office. The street is named after a wall that stood here between 1653 and 1699. A plaque at the corner of Wall and Pearl Streets marks the location of the former slave market.

5. Central Park

AN UPTOWN OASIS

A stretch of this urban oasis between 82nd and 89th Sts was once home to a thriving African American community. New York abolished slavery in 1827, allowing Seneca Village – where Black people could buy property and get voting rights – to flourish. An estimated 10% of all Black New York voters lived in Seneca Village in 1845. Eminent domain laws were used to displace Seneca Village residents as well as the German and Irish communities living in what would become the first landscaped public park in the US. Architect Frederick Law Olmstead designed Central Park’s 843 acres of lawns, lakes and woodlands, which opened to New Yorkers in 1858. The park eventually became home to the city zoo and an iconic ice skating rink.

6. Brooklyn Bridge

AN ENGINEERING FEAT

This architectural icon with neo-Gothic towers was once the longest suspension bridge in the world (the Williamsburg Bridge took its title in 1903). The braided-steel technology employed for the construction of Brooklyn Bridge led to the development of modern elevators and the skyscrapers that would come to define skylines around the world. On May 17, 1884, circus pioneer PT Barnum led 21 elephants over the bridge to prove its stability.

7. Statue of Liberty

A GLOBAL ICON

Nothing says New York City like the Statue of Liberty. This icon was a gift from France to the United States after the Civil War. It was designed by Gustave Eiffel, the French architect who designed the Eiffel Tower. Lady Liberty is made from sheets of copper and steel and began to take on her green tint in the 20th century – the result of decades of exposure to the elements. This symbol of freedom and democracy off the coast of Lower Manhattan welcomed millions of people immigrating to the US through Ellis Island with its shining torch and a call for the world to send its tired, its poor and its huddled masses.

8. Ellis Island

WELCOME TO THE UNITED STATES

Ellis Island welcomed more than 12 million immigrants to the US, becoming a global symbol of the American Dream. Immigrants began coming through Ellis Island for processing in 1892, and thousands of people passed through it each day for more than 60 years. A three- to five-hour inspection was all that stood between them and the United States. As immigration policies changed and embassies opened, fewer people made the journey through Ellis Island. During WWII, it became a detention center for merchant seamen. The last of those detainees, a Norwegian named Arne Peterssen, left Ellis Island in 1954.

9. Lower East Side

A TRUE MELTING POT

In the 1800s, this area was known as Little Germany. By the early 1900s, it had turned into a largely Jewish neighborhood. Crowded tenements became home to immigrants from around the world, and organized crime thrived here during the Prohibition era. After the end of WWII, the Lower East Side was New York’s first racially integrated neighbor-hood. This section of the city gave rise to America’s great Beat Generation of poets and was a stomping ground of artists, musicians and hipsters in the 1960s.

10. Times Square

BRIGHT LIGHTS AND BROADWAY

Originally called Longacre Sq, this area was once a horse exchange. It was renamed when The New York Times moved its headquarters here in 1905. Public transit arrived in 1904; theaters, hotels and restaurants followed. The advent of electricity transformed Times Square, whose bright lights have become famous around the world. They were briefly darkened in 1942 as WWII was underway. The sex industry emerged here in the 1970s, and crack cocaine addiction became a fixture of the 1980s. Redevelopment brought shops, pedestrian-only streets and kid-friendly attractions to the area.

11. Harlem

A HAVEN FOR BLACK CULTURE

At one point, this 3-sq-mile section of Manhattan was home to the largest African American community in the US. The Uptown neighborhood birthed the Harlem Renaissance, a golden era of Black literature, arts and music that gave the world Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston and Josephine Baker. Legends including Ella Fitzgerald, James Brown and Michael Jackson have performed at Harlem’s Apollo Theater. Harlem was a hub of the Civil Rights movement, and for Malcolm X and Adam Clayton Powell Jr, it became a launchpad for political, social and economic empowerment movements.

12. Empire State Building

AN ART DECO ICON

This 102-story art deco skyscraper was the world’s first building to soar more than 100 stories into the sky. It was built in a record year and 45 days and was the tallest building in the world for 40 years. It has appeared in King Kong, An Affair to Remember, Sleepless in Seattle and several Superman movies, and had recurring roles on How I Met Your Mother and Gossip Girl. Original plans called for a 50-story building, but several projects were vying to be the tallest in the city at the time, a race that ultimately transformed the New York skyline.
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13. Flushing Meadows Corona Park

FROM WORLD’S FAIRS TO HOLLYWOOD

This sprawling public park is home to the Unisphere, an iconic 12-story stainless-steel globe built for the 1964 World’s Fair, the New York Mets and the US Open tennis championship. The Unisphere is a Hollywood regular that has appeared in Captain America: The First Avenger, Spider-Man: Homecoming, Men in Black and more. The park was a landfill before being redeveloped to host the World’s Fair in 1939; the Queens Museum now occupies a building from that event.

14. Stonewall Inn

A FORCE FOR GAY LIBERATION

This Greenwich Village gay bar was the site of the 1969 riots that launched a liberation movement. With a dance floor and jukebox, Stonewall Inn was one of the few places where same-sex couples could slow-dance together, at least until the next police raid. A botched raid on June 28, 1969, set off the series of spontaneous violent protests that would pave the way for the gay rights movement. The original bar occupied two storefronts at 51 and 53 Christopher St; a bar with the same name is now at 53 Christopher St.

15. World Trade Center

AN ICONIC SKYLINE FOREVER CHANGED

A single tower soars 104 stories above the site where the Twin Towers stood until September 11, 2001. The World Trade Center was a collection of seven buildings anchored by the Twin Towers in Lower Manhattan. A car bomb exploded underneath the North Tower in 1993, killing six people and injuring more than a thousand. Eight years later, two hijacked passenger airplanes flew into the Twin Towers, bringing them crashing down and killing 2753 people in the largest terrorist attack in history. The search-and-rescue effort lasted for nine months and the process of rebuilding took years. Two memorial pools etched with victims’ names stand where the Twin Towers once stood.





MEET THE
NEW YORKERS

New York might seem intimidating at first, but it’s a city happy to share its wonders. Don’t be afraid to ask directions or strike up a conversation – who knows where the night may take you. Teddy Minford introduces NYC’s denizens.
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I’M A NEW YORKER, but I wasn’t always one. Just like over one third of the city’s inhabitants, I was born abroad. But I’ve lived in New York City for 11 years, which is longer than I’ve lived anywhere else in the world. Most of the people you’ll meet in New York City came from somewhere else, even if it’s just across the river in New Jersey. We probably came here for work, to pursue low-paying passions in theater, fashion or publishing, or with dreams of getting paid unfathomable sums to do something boring and nebulous like ‘finance’ or ‘consulting.

I first fell in love with New York before I moved here. I was visiting for a weekend with $80 in my bank account and no plan. My friends ended up leading me on an epic adventure through the city that involved dancing at Pride, spotting a narwhal tusk at The Cloisters, and staying out until the sun came up. I decided New York was the place for me.

Like many New Yorkers, I’ve had my fair share of interesting living situations, mostly in tiny apartments with barely enough space for a bed. Unless they have a trust fund and a brownstone in Brooklyn, most New Yorkers tend to socialize outside the house, solely because they don’t have enough room for dining tables or full-sized couches. Plus, dining out can be almost as affordable as making dinner at home with the overpriced ingredients from the ‘fancy’ bodega. It’s true that most of our refrigerators are empty except for condiments and booze.
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Rude or Honest?

“We may seem rude, but really we’re just honest. Some New Yorkers can even be downright friendly, as long as it’s not rush hour.”

I’m always looking for excuses to explore the city, even if it just means walking to my favorite bodega (not the fancy one) for a baconeggandcheese (all one word) on a roll (of course) with salt and pepper (an essential but not necessarily standard ingredient). Always without ketchup, because along with falling into an open sidewalk hatch, getting attacked by a rogue pigeon, or having a rusty subway grate collapse and plunge me to my death, having a ketchupy piece of garbage get lofted by the wind and land on me is my greatest fear and a humiliation I’m utterly unwilling to inflict upon somebody else.

On weekends, I’ll take a trip out of town to Long Island or the Hudson Valley, or I’ll stay in town and visit one of the city’s cultural institutions like The Met or Balthazar.
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Speaking of restaurants – I’m obsessed. We all are. Luckily, some of the best places in the city are still under the radar, so you can show up at 8pm on a Thursday and get a table.

We may seem rude, but really we’re just honest. Some New Yorkers can even be downright friendly, as long as it’s not rush hour. (Whatever you do, do not create a traffic jam on the sidewalk or the subway platform by looking at your phone or meandering hand-in-hand with your partner while people are trying to get somewhere. You will get screamed at.)

[image: jpg]

New York City’s heart beating. | COHEN/OSTROW/GETTY IMAGES ©

And speaking of the subway: we nearly always take the subway and you should too. It’s usually the fastest way to get anywhere (especially within Manhattan). It’s also the city’s great equalizer and the only acceptable excuse for being late. You never know who you’re going to come across – perhaps a raving lunatic predicting the next apocalypse or perhaps a local A-list celebrity like Sarah Jessica Parker. Probably neither, but perhaps both.





THE VANISHING
GAYBORHOOD

Greenwich Village gave birth to the modern LGBTIQ+ rights movement. Now the movement’s descendants are moving on. By John Garry
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GREENWICH VILLAGE HAS been the Ellis Island for LGBTIQ+ Americans for over a century – an entryway to acceptance, paved with opportunity. Other neighborhoods have vied for the minority group’s attention: working-class ‘fairies’ flitted to the Bowery to express themselves in the late 19th century; enlightened gender-benders found their flock at Harlem’s drag balls in the 1920s. Jazz Age bathhouses brought boys to Coney Island, and Brooklyn Heights was a mid-20th- century gay magnet. But no neighborhood captures the pink plurality’s imagination quite like the Village, its crooked streets daring to defy Manhattan’s grid.

At the center of this nonconformist nabe stands the Stonewall Inn, where an infamous police raid on June 28, 1969, sparked an uprising that changed the course of LGBTIQ+ liberation. Fed up with never-ending discrimination and persecution, the bar’s lesbian, gay and transgender patrons decided to stop playing nice with bigoted authorities and started fighting back. The event was a watershed moment for LGBTIQ+ rights worldwide, and the Village became a place of pilgrimage – the city’s symbolic queer heart.

If you visit during NYC’s annual Pride march, which passes the landmark bar, it’s impossible to resist the Village’s LGBTIQ+ siren song. Streets flood with rainbow flags; drag queens rule the roost. But once visitors leave and confetti clogs the gutters, New York’s original LGBTIQ+ epicenter vanishes like Brigadoon.

Sure, there’s a smattering of gay bars in and around Sheridan Sq. Stonewall National Monument sits across the street from its eponymous pub. Gay fetishists still buy harnesses at Leather Man and lesbians cram into Cubbyhole. But these are all vestiges of another era. Today, the Village is decidedly straight. So what happened to the gayborhood?

Queering the Village

Greenwich Village’s lavender love story begins like so many tales about LGBTIQ+ history – at a bar. In the 1850s and 1860s, men found kindred spirits while sharing cold pints at Pfaff’s, located at 657 Broadway. The underground cellar was a favorite among bohemians like Walt Whitman who wrote a cluster of his Calamus poems, celebrating the ‘manly love of comrades,’ while he was a patron.

By the 1890s, more ‘degenerate’ dives sprouted up on Bleeker St, including the Slide – a ‘fairy resort’ shuttered by police in 1892 – and the Black Rabbit, raided in 1900 by the Society for the Suppression of Vice. One of the society’s members howled that ‘Sodom and Gomorrah would blush for shame’ knowing what happened inside.

Cheap rents attracted New York’s artsy set in the early 20th century, and despite the ongoing threat of police brutality, gay life in the Village blossomed. Washington Square Park’s west side was known as the ‘meat rack’ – a popular cruising spot for men – and a tearoom called Eve’s Hangout opened at 129 MacDougal St in 1925 with a sign reading, ‘Men are admitted but not welcome.’ (Owner Eve Adams, née Chawa Złoczower, a lesbian Polish Jewish émigré, was charged with ‘obscenity’ after a 1926 police raid and deported. She was later murdered in Auschwitz.)

While conservative policing forced the gay scene into the closet after WWII, the Village remained a same-sex-loving sanctum, providing refuge for like-minded locals. Queer icons like author James Baldwin and playwright Lorraine Hansberry formed dynamic social circles around the neighborhood in the 1950s. In 1966, the Mattachine Society (an early gay rights organization) staged a Sip-In at Julius’ (159 W 10th St) to protest the State Liquor Authority’s ban on serving gay people. The following year, Oscar Wilde Memorial Bookshop opened at 291 Mercer St, becoming NYC’s first store dedicated to gay and lesbian literature. Then, in 1969, Stonewall cemented the Village’s status as an LGBTIQ+ mecca.

As the 1970s rolled in, Christopher St rolled out a gay welcome mat. Abandoned piers near West 10th St served as adventure pads for men who sought vitamin D by day and sex by night. Pink businesses multiplied. Political activism exploded. The Village was a fantasy land (primarily for gay men) romanticized in books like Andrew Holleran’s Dancer from the Dance and criticized in Larry Kramer’s Faggots.

Little did New York know that Greenwich Village’s LGBTIQ+ love affair had reached its climax. By the decade’s end, a mysterious ‘cancer’ was spreading surreptitiously among men who had sex with men. Life in the Village was about to change.

AS THE 1970S ROLLED IN, CHRISTOPHER ST ROLLED OUT A GAY WELCOME MAT. ABANDONED PIERS NEAR WEST 10TH ST SERVED AS ADVENTURE PADS FOR MEN WHO SOUGHT VITAMIN D BY DAY AND SEX BY NIGHT.
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Leaving the Gayborhood

Throughout the 1980s and early 1990s, AIDS slaughtered a generation of LGBTIQ+ New Yorkers, including taste-makers like Keith Haring, whose last apartment was in the Village at 542 LaGuardia Pl. It also placed a nail in the neighborhood’s queer coffin, an argument made by ACT UP activist Sarah Schulman in The Gentrification of the Mind (her memoir about the AIDS crisis in NYC). Old apartments emptied as young men filled the rooms at St Vincent’s Hospital (located on West 11th St). Landlords exploited the death of tenants by sidestepping rent-control limits and inviting a wealthier class to move in at premium prices.

Rising rents forced New York’s LGBTIQ+ bohemians to fly the coop. In the 1990s, Chelsea bubbled into a hot spot for muscle queens (known as Chelsea Boys), who spent Saturday nights dancing at the now-defunct Roxy (515 W 18th St). Avant-garde artists headed to the East Village. Lesbians decamped to Park Slope in Brooklyn.

Creating Cultural Archipelagos

LGBTIQ+ communities across the country have a complicated relationship with gentrification. Both vanguards and victims of change, queer people historically transform poor, marginalized neighborhoods into top-dollar destinations, then eventually get priced out and continue the cycle elsewhere, leaving a trail of rainbow-hued dust in their path. Sociologist Amin Ghaziani refers to the resulting network of urban neighborhoods as ‘cultural archipelagos’ – LGBTIQ+ islands spread around a city, defying the traditional idea of a singular gayborhood.

In New York, the archipelago expands continuously. As the 1990s became the early aughts, Chelsea Boys left their homeland for Hell’s Kitchen, now a bastion for NYC’s biggest collection of gay bars. The East Village art scene hopped the river to Williamsburg, following the scent of gay-bar barbecues wafting from Metropolitan’s patio in 2002. Most recently, Williamsburg spilled further east into Bushwick, and Bushwick is now overflowing into Ridgewood. LGBTIQ+ families push strollers in Fort Greene and Clinton Hill. Smaller lavender strongholds grow in Astoria and Jackson Heights. Many people find queer connection on digital apps.

As for the West Village, it’s a shell of its former self. When Edmund White, gay author of City Boy, moved into an apartment here in 1961, his rent was $100 per month – the equivalent of roughly $1000 today. Now, the average rent for a small studio apartment is over $3500 per month. St Vincent’s Hospital, where thousands lost the battle to AIDS, became a luxury high-rise. (One of the first units sold for over $18 million in 2015.) Most people clinging to the original gayborhood are octogenarians with rent-controlled apartments or monied Manhattanites whose wallets burst with Benjamins.

But gentrification wasn’t the only nail in the Village’s coffin. Acceptance and assimilation in the 21st century decreased the need for centralized gay ‘ghettos.’ When the Oscar Wilde Memorial Bookshop shuttered in 2009, it wasn’t due to rising rents – it was due to a lack of sales.Queer titles could be found in big-name bookshops and online stores. LGBTIQ+ literature, and life, had finally gone mainstream. (The original shop is now a dry cleaner’s.)

For many in NYC’s LGBTIQ+ community, the days of hiding in protected social circles are dead. New York State legalized same-sex marriage in 2015, preceding the Supreme Court’s federal ruling by two days. In 2018, Corey Johnson became the first openly gay, HIV-positive man to serve as speaker of the New York City Council. Stonewall’s cries for liberation modulated into cheers of pride, echoing across the city.

21st-Century Havens

Despite significant strides toward equality, prejudice remains a problem. In 2022, anti-LGBTIQ+ protesters descended upon the Chelsea office of gay New York City Council member Erik Bottcher, attacking his neighbors and leaving behind homophobic graffiti. A string of robberies at gay bars led to two deaths. The window of a Hell’s Kitchen gay bar was smashed with a brick. In 2023, vandals snapped dozens of Pride flags at Stonewall.

In response to today’s prejudice, safe spaces are evolving away from the type of proto-LGBTIQ+ havens that often favored cisgender, white gay men. These places identify themselves as ‘queer,’ like Henrietta Hudson – a Village bar that trashed its ‘lesbian’ label in 2021 for this reclaimed slur, redefined to welcome everyone under the alphabet-soup umbrella. They preach inclusion, like Papi Juice – an art collective that throws Brooklyn raves celebrating queer and trans people of color. They look like Nowadays – a Queens-based club that shirks labels entirely and enforces a zero-tolerance policy for ‘violence, racism, transphobia, sexism or other discriminatory language or actions.’ Bouncers relay the message to every patron upon entrance.

With places like these, the term ‘gayborhood’ appears antiquated. People identify as more than ‘gay.’ The population expands beyond a singular zip code. Today, the entire city is a queer kaleidoscope. A gayborhood has borders, but queer NYC colors outside the lines.





EXPLORING NEW YORK’S
LITERARY PAST

New York has long been a creative refuge for authors and readers alike. By Dana Givens
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NEW YORK HAS produced many writers who have had a significant impact on the literary world. Its diverse neighborhoods have provided a wealth of inspiration and folklore, which has contributed to the creation of classic works that are still revered today. The city has been a significant literary hub for the rest of the country, attracting both aspiring and established writers from all walks of life. Their favorite haunts and sources of inspiration have become integral to New York’s rich literary culture.

A Storied Past

Throughout history, New York has inspired authors. One notable figure was Edgar Allan Poe, who spent several years in New York during the 19th century, writing some of his most famous works, including his narrative poem The Raven. In the 1950s and 1960s, the Beat Generation emerged as a new literary movement that explored alternative lifestyles and rejected mainstream societal norms. The movement was led by famous names like Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg and William S Burroughs, who fueled a literary and cultural revolution. Kerouac’s On the Road and Ginsberg’s Howl became emblematic of their generation.

History by Neighborhood

Each NYC neighborhood has its literary enclaves. Authors like Edna St Vincent Millay found their inspiration in Greenwich Village’s narrow streets and its avant-garde atmosphere, which she describes in the poem ‘Recuerdo.’ The Plaza Hotel in Midtown carries the distinction of being the inspiration behind the children’s classic Eloise by Kay Thompson. It was also a hangout for the likes of F Scott Fitzgerald, who set scenes from The Great Gatsby at the iconic hotel. Over in Midtown, the Algonquin Hotel garnered notoriety from its famous Algonquin Round Table – a collective of writers, critics and actors including Dorothy Parker, Robert Benchley and Edna Ferber, who met daily for lunch in the early 20th century. The Chelsea Hotel was also an artistic hub where authors such as Allen Ginsberg and Gregory Corso mingled with musicians like Bob Dylan. Towards the late half of the 20th century, the Gramercy Hotel emerged as a new retreat for Arthur Miller, Salman Rushdie and Jay McInerney.

Harlem’s literary ties stretch back from the Harlem Renaissance through the 1960s. The Schomburg Center is a public library in the neighborhood that serves as an archive and research center for people of African descent. Its name pays homage to Arturo Alfonso Schomburg, a notable writer and activist with Puerto Rican roots who chronicled Caribbean, Afro-Latino and African American history. Writers like Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston and Claude McKay created works that spoke of the culture and struggles of the African American people living in the US, shaping future stories. Their creations would inspire dozens of Black writers to come and leave a lasting mark on the neighborhood.

Borough by Borough

The literary greatness wasn’t confined to Manhattan. Brooklyn has also served as a muse for literary figures. One of the most famous is Walt Whitman, who described his neighborhood of Fort Greene in his poem ‘Leaves of Grass.’ Another iconic name with deep ties to Brooklyn is Truman Capote, who would go on to write the novella  Breakfast at Tiffany’s, which was later turned into the iconic film featuring Audrey Hepburn. The Brooklyn Heights neighborhood became a hub for literary activity led by luminaries like Arthur Miller, WH Auden and Carson McCullers. When it comes to local institutions, there’s also the historic Brooklyn Library, which first opened back in 1896.

Queens has its own place in the literary scene, too. Because of its diversity, it has given rise to names like Isaac Bashevis Singer, winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1978. His writings, including novels The Magician of Lublin and Satan in Goray, explored the challenges and triumphs of newcomers in a foreign land. Another notable Queens writer is Betty Smith, who penned the classic novel A Tree Grows in Brooklyn. The borough’s vibrant Asian communities have created a new wave of Asian American literature. Authors like Chang-Rae Lee of Native Speaker and Helen Wan of The Partner Track explored themes of identity and assimilation through their Queens-based narratives.

Refuge for Book Lovers

Beyond cool hangouts, bookstores have also become central to New York’s literary scene. For more insight, start your journey at Argosy Book Store. It’s the oldest family-owned bookstore in NYC, having opened in 1925 in Midtown’s center. Today, the store specializes in antique and out-of-print items. Moving further down, you’ll find another famous name in literary New York: the Strand. The independent bookstore has been a staple down by Union Sq for years and continues to attract readers who browse its library or attend one of its author events.

SoHo’s McNally Jackson Books and Housing Works are also independent bookstores that have survived the ever-changing neighborhood landscape, remaining a refuge for book lovers. Books Are Magic and Greenlight Bookstore, in Brooklyn, are also on the constantly growing list of local bookstores around the five boroughs.

As the city expands and transforms, its literary community also advances. New authors emerge, confronting contemporary themes and reimagining classic literature. New York remains a haven for writers who want to be inspired and transform their knowledge of the craft. It’s also a place for readers who wish to enjoy the coziness of a locally owned bookstore, grab a seat and begin the first pages of a new book.

New York presents a dynamic and constantly changing literary story that continues to motivate writers and enthrall readers globally.





NYC’S PROUD
ASIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY

A history of resilience has strengthened the city’s vast Asian diaspora. Rachel Chang meets some of its residents.
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NEW YORK CITY isn’t just home to the state’s largest Asian American population – with more than 1.5 million people making up 17.3% of the city’s residents, according to the 2020 census, there are more people who identify as part of the community than in San Francisco and Los Angeles combined, making it one of the country’s most essential Asian hubs.

‘The Asian Pacific Islander population is the fastest growing in NYC and among the most ethnically diverse,’ says Victoria Lee, cofounder of Welcome to Chinatown, a nonprofit that supports the needs of the community and its entrepreneurs. ‘Few places in the world have a wide range of the Asian diaspora within one city. I can start my morning by waving down dim sum carts at Park Asia in Sunset Park, shop for Indonesian pantry staples at Indo Java in Elmhurst, and end the night with Indian food at Dhamaka in the Lower East Side...if I score one of the city’s hard-to-get reservations.’

While many travelers think of Manhattan’s Chinatown as the sole Asian neighborhood, there are now believed to be nine distinct Chinatown neighborhoods, with Flushing in Queens and Sunset Park in Brooklyn being the next two major ones, followed by communities in the East Village, Elmhurst, Bensonhurst, Forest Hills, Homecrest and Little Neck. That’s in addition to Manhattan’s Koreatown and Curry Hill, Queens’ Little Manila and Little Thailand, Brooklyn’s Little Bangladesh and Little Pakistan, and Staten Island’s Little Sri Lanka, as Mott Street Girls cofounders Anna Huang and Chloe Chan point out.

A History of Discrimination

Today, many of these neighborhoods tend to be thought of as tourist hot spots for affordable food and trinkets, but America’s Chinatowns were, in essence, born out of discrimination. In the mid-1800s, many Chinese immigrated to the United States, some in search of fortune during the gold rush and others with promises of work building the Transcontinental Railroad. One thing they all faced: rough conditions and endless hurdles thrust upon them, simply based on their ethnicity. So these enclaves formed organically as a safe space where the community could band together.

In 1882, the difficulties spiked even more with the signing of the Chinese Exclusion Act, which became ‘the first US law banning an entire ethnic group from coming to the US for over 60 years and has far-reaching impacts on the Asian American community to this day,’ Huang and Chan say.

In fact, as second-generation Chinese Americans, neither of them were taught that chapter of American history in school, only learning the truth as tour guides at the Museum of Chinese in America. So when they started Mott Street Girls – named after the thriving street in Manhattan’s Chinatown – they decided to launch a Relive Life Under the Chinese Exclusion Act tour specifically to inform others about the largely untold realities. During the 90-minute walk, guides recount stories of the dark past and resilience of the community to power through, as it relates to the area’s eateries, shops and landmarks.

The exclusionary act wasn’t repealed until 1943 and it wasn’t until 1965 that immigration opened up. ‘Manhattan’s Chinatown grew from 20,000 to 200,000 residents in just 15 years, highlighting the lost opportunities and setbacks caused by the Chinese Exclusion Act,’ Huang and Chan say, adding that guests on their tours have ‘been able to draw parallels to their own immigration histories and cultural backgrounds…regardless of their racial or ethnic backgrounds.’

Resilience Against Anti-Asian Hate

Just because the laws changed, life didn’t suddenly shift into the easy lane for Asian Americans. The deep-rooted discrimination creates hurdles to this day, which spiked during the COVID-19 pandemic with associated racist tropes. Chinatown lost 26% of its jobs from 2019 to 2021, compared to the citywide average of 14%, Lee says, adding, ‘Many business owners fear that the stigma will keep some visitors away for good.’

In the midst of that gut punch to the Chinatown economy, the national wave of anti-Asian hatred hit. More than 11,000 hate acts were reported to Stop AAPI Hate between March 2020 and May 2023 and NYC became a center for some of the most devastating incidents, like a 67-year-old woman being hit in the head 125 times because she was Asian, 35-year-old Christina Yuna Lee being fatally stabbed in her Chinatown home, and a 40-year-old Michelle Alyssa Go being pushed to her death in the Times Square subway station – all in 2022.

That led to a new set of fears. A Pew Research study in May 2022 showed one-third of Asians had changed their routines out of fear, while in the city, a whopping 75% of seniors were afraid to even leave their homes, according to the Asian American Federation.

While living with that constant anxiety, the resilience of the community began to shine through. ‘There’s something infuriating about the helplessness you feel watching your community get beaten down,’ chef Eric Sze, co-owner of Asian restaurants 886 in Manhattan and Wenwen in Brooklyn. Already having donated thousands of bento box meals to shelters during the early days of the pandemic, he started Enough is Enough to raise awareness of anti-Asian hate by rallying together Asian restaurateurs.

Change wasn’t isolated to movements like that. ‘Manhattan’s Chinatown has seen a proliferation of beautification efforts, nonprofit organizations, Asian-owned small businesses, and an increased awareness of social issues in the AAPI community,’ the Mott Street Girls say. Among the new entities formed were festivals, like the Chinatown Night Market, Re-ImagineAsian Fest and Dragon Fest; a running group called Run for Chinatown to support local businesses; and Heart of Dinner, which delivers meals to the elderly. The next generation has also been returning to the neighborhood, taking over China-town businesses like porcelain store Wing on Wo & Co, tofu shop Fong On, tea boutique Grand Tea and Imports, or starting their own, like Yu and Me Books, Artbean Coffee Roasters and Cantonese American restaurant Potluck Club.

The Impact of Asian Food & Culture

All the hardships and struggles have only created a stronger community, often bonded by the common language of nourishment. ‘I think Asian American identity in NYC is pretty much all defined by food,’ Sze says, noting that for many immigrant families, it serves as the ‘glue between the two generations that have so much cultural gap.’ He calls out fellow restaurants Bonnie’s and Potluck Club as ‘shining examples of Asian American first-generation kids growing up and wanting to pay homage and respect to their parents’ generation.’

One thing that still needs to be changed: the perception that Asian food deserves to be cheap. ‘We’re just pushing past a bamboo ceiling,’ Sze says. ‘Charging $18 for beef noodle soup would have been a crime punishable by death a few years ago. Now we’re able to charge what we need to charge for the time and effort it takes to create a superior product.’

Supporting the community goes beyond food, as the doors have started to open more, slowly and surely. A 2019 study by the Asian American Performers Action Coalition showed that only 6.3% of the actors on NYC stages were Asian American. But in 2022, KPOP the musical opened with 18 Asian Broadway debuts and in 2023, Here Lies Love features an all-Filipino Broadway cast.

‘It’s a really exciting time for Asian Americans in the New York theater scene,’ says Here Lies Love star Conrad Ricamora. ‘We are showing the diversity of experience within the Asian American community… I feel immensely proud to be representing Filipinos in an all-Filipino/Filipino American cast for the first time on Broadway. It feels like we are fulfilling the dreams of our parents and our grandparents by being together on theater’s biggest stage for the first time in history.’

Beyond Broadway, says Ricamora, Asian American theater companies Ma-Yi Theater and National Asian American Theater Company are also doing great work. And of course, he says there’s no better way than to combine it with good eats. ‘Food is a big way that Asian Americans express love,’ the actor, who also starred in Fire Island, says. ‘For me there is nothing better than going to Chinatown and having dim sum or noodles and a bubble tea and just walking around. It’s so rich in history and incredible food.’

That’s one aspect everyone concurs about – just dive into the community. ‘The Asian American culture in NYC is vast, diverse, and spans all across the diaspora,’ Lee says. ‘Manhattan Chinatown is…one of the best ways to experience the diverse fabric… The best way to support and get to know the community is to visit the mom-and-pop shops, and get to know their stories.’

Sze echoes those thoughts: ‘From the Chinese kid playing pickup ball in Chinatown to the grandma baking cakes at the bakery, everyone has a story. Allow the hustle and bustle of Chinatown to take over your senses. Allow yourself to be overwhelmed. It’s a beautiful, living thing.’

‘CHARGING $18 FOR BEEF NOODLE SOUP WOULD HAVE BEEN A CRIME PUNISHABLE BY DEATH A FEW YEARS AGO.’
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“Nothing says New York City to me more than the Empire State Building. Like everyone else, I grew up seeing this architectural icon in movies. It’s a view that never gets old”
– MEENA THIRUVENGADAM
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“The allure of bright lights drew me across the country and continues to fuel me. I still feel the shock and awe of stepping into Times Square and finding a new delight every time.”
– RACHEL CHANG
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