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The Journey Begins Here
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It was easy to fall for Boston, with its handsome architecture, esteemed universities and Revolutionary spirit. But what sustains this relationship is the way the city not only preserves these long-standing traditions but also continues to add to its long history of innovation and progress. The Innovation Trail in Cambridge is an impressive showcase of the city’s prowess in science and technology, but that’s just the beginning. In the 25 years I have lived here, this place has driven social change, evolved into a cycling city, transformed neighborhoods and more. I can’t wait to see what Boston comes up with next.
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Mara Vorhees

havetwinswilltravel.com

Mara Vorhees writes about food, culture and family travel around the world and in her hometown of Boston.







THE BEST

Revolutionary History Experiences

Discover why Boston is called the birthplace of the American Revolution. Bostonians railed against British policies, witnessed the conflict’s first bloodshed and engaged in a war that would launch a nation.
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Follow the Freedom Trail to walk in the footsteps of history, visiting the locations where protests began and battles were fought.
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Visit Boston on Patriots’ Day to witness a celebratory parade and wreath-laying ceremony commemorating the start of the American Revolution.

Engage in the debates of the day and throw crates of tea into the harbor at the Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum. (pictured)
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Admire the impressive collection of Revolutionary-era art at the Museum of Fine Arts, including silver pieces crafted by Paul Revere. (pictured)

Explore colonial-era Cambridge to see loyalists’ mansions along Tory Row, as well as their Anglican church on the Cambridge Common.





THE BEST

Contemporary Art Experiences

Boston has proudly reclaimed its place as a city of artistic vision and purpose, with impressive contemporary art programming at the major museums, a vibrant art district and public art popping up all over town.
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Sample world-class museums and the lesser-known venues in the Fenway.
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Explore the SoWa Art & Design District, browsing the galleries and watching the artists at work.

Wander around the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and discover the university’s impressive collection of contemporary public art and architecture, including the Stata Center. (pictured)
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Immerse yourself in the high-tech multimedia artworks at the WNDR Museum near Downtown Crossing.

See what’s showing in the galleries at Pao Arts Center, a Chinatown cultural center showcasing Asian American and Pacific Islander artists.

Marvel at the multimedia creations on display at the striking water-front Institute of Contemporary Art. (pictured)





THE BEST

Outdoor Experiences

Boston is blessed with two glorious shorelines and many miles of open green space within its city limits. This natural bounty offers unlimited opportunities to get outside and get moving.
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Cycle the Charles River Bike Trail to explore Cambridge and Boston, taking in city skylines, college campuses and verdant parklands.

Set sail on the Boston Harbor on a charter boat or a sailing lesson with Courageous Sailing.

Sign up with Paddle Boston to kayak or canoe along the Charles River from Allston to Kendall Sq, seeing Boston and Cambridge from the river.

Cruise out to the Boston Harbor Islands for bird-watching, beach-combing, hiking and exploring.

Admire the seasonal blooms and ride the family-friendly swan boats on the lagoon at the Public Garden.

Soak up the sunshine, the sea breezes and the scene at the city beaches in South Boston.





THE BEST

Black History Experiences

When it comes to race, Boston’s history is full of contradictions, from its growth due to the slave trade to its role in the abolitionist and Civil Rights movements.
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Learn about the role of slavery in the city’s history and economy at the excellent Boston Slavery Exhibit at Faneuil Hall.

Follow the Black Heritage Trail to learn about the free Black community that thrived in Beacon Hill before the Civil War. (pictured)

Visit the Museum of African American History to see exhibits about the movements for abolition, school integration and more.
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Get a taste of the South End’s vibrant Black culture when you grab a meal at Charlie’s Sandwich Shoppe or listen to some jams at Wally’s Cafe.

Walk around Fenway Park and learn about the Red Sox’s legacy of racism and how the team is combating it today. (pictured)





THE BEST

Eating Experiences

The greater Boston area is the home of the first Thanksgiving and bountiful autumnal harvests. It’s also one of the United State’s seafood capitals and its vibrant dining scene is rich with international influences.
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Enjoy oysters on the half shell, clam chowder, lobster rolls (pictured) and other New England seafood specialties in the Seaport District.
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Enjoy an intimate, multicourse, Italian extravaganza at the North End eatery Table, featuring creative presentations of classic ingredients.

Graze your way from cannoli to sfogliatelle (thin, flaky pastries) on a pastry crawl through the North End’s traditional Italian bakeries.
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Stop into Time Out Market, a Fenway food hall, to sample culinary delights from some of Boston’s most celebrated restaurateurs. (pictured)

See where famed chef Julia Child lived, shopped and cooked in Cambridge – and maybe get inspired to cook something yourself.

Enjoy dinner or drinks with a stunning sunset at a venue, such as Pier 6, on the Charlestown waterfront.





THE BEST

College Life Experiences

No single element has influenced Boston as profoundly as its educational institutions. The colleges and universities are a renewable source of creative energy, innovative ideas and local spirit, and the whole city benefits.
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Wander around Harvard Yard, soak up the history, browse the museums and hang out with the students at the Smith Campus Center.
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Experience the offbeat underbelly of Harvard Square when you browse the independent bookstores and record shops. (pictured)

Spend an evening stargazing and socializing with astronomers at the Coit Observatory at Boston University.
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Be amazed by the scientific research artistic inquiry, and technological innovation on display at MIT Museum; admire the public art around the MIT campus.

Hear the stars of tomorrow perform a wide variety of music at the Berklee Performance Center or the New England Conservatory. (pictured)

Play video games with the MIT brainiacs at Roxy’s Arcade.





THE BEST

Under-the-Radar Experiences

The main museums and historical sights in Boston do not disappoint, but sometimes you want to get awayfrom the crowds, explore unknown territory and experience something unexpected.
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Tour the Folk Americana Roots Hall of Fame in the Theater District for a walk through Boston’s musical history.

Step away from the busy SoWa Art & Design District to discover the hidden outdoor art museum at Underground at Ink Block.

Enjoy an artsy urban picnic or a night of fun and games at Hood Park, a blossoming development in Charlestown.

Check out the contemporary art exhibits at the MassArt Art Museum and the art-filled campus of Northeastern University.

Walk around Chinatown for interesting immigrant history, diverse art and culture and delicious Asian eats.

Learn about the city’s long history of medical discoveries and inventions at the Paul S Russell MD Museum of Medical History & Innovation.





Best for Kids

Head to the flower-filled Public Garden for a serene ride on the swan boats and a sighting of the lagoon’s resident swans, an only-in-Boston experience.

Climb aboard an antique fire truck and learn about local firefighting history at the little-known Boston Fire Museum in the Seaport District.

Learn about Boston’s Revolutionary history on a kid-friendly walk along the Freedom Trail with Boston by Foot.

Cruise out to the Boston Harbor Islands for swimming and beachcombing at Spectacle Island or exploring a Civil War–era fort at Georges Island.

Get a firs-hand history lesson when you join the Revolution and toss crates of tea into the Boston Harbor at the Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum.





Best for Free

Take advantage of free seasonal guided tours led by National Park Service rangers around Beacon Hill on the Black Heritage Trail.

Join a free Art & Architecture tour of the Boston Public Library to learn about the building’s exquisite design and historic murals.

Jam to free live jazz and blues every night of the week, served with a side of history at Wally’s Cafe.

Follow the Freedom Trail to its end in Charlestown and climb to the top of the towering Bunker Hill Monument for fabulous views all around.

Drop into the Harvard Art Museums’ stunning Renzo Piano–designed building to peruse three fantastic art collections, all in one place and all free.








Three Perfect Days

Soak up the best of Boston with art, history and plenty of seafood. When the weather allows, seeing the city by boat or by bike is always recommended.
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DAY ONE

Only Have One Day?

Morning

Get a free history lesson on one of two Boston National Historical Park walking tours, either the Black Heritage Trail in Beacon Hill or the Freedom Trail, starting at the Boston Common.

Afternoon

The Freedom Trail continues into the North End. Stop for a coffee and cannoli break at Caffè Vittoria or Modern Pastry Shop and then cross the river to Charlestown for the end of the Freedom Trail.

Evening

Slurp some oysters or enjoy some other seafood specialty at Neptune Oyster (pictured) or enjoy an Italian feast at Bricco Ristorante & Enoteca.
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DAY TWO

A Weekend Trip

Morning

Immerse yourself in the multimedia artworks in the high-tech WNDR Museum. Afterward, stroll along the Rose Kennedy Greenway, stopping for lunch from the food trucks at Dewey Sq. Continue into Chinatown to see what’s on view at Pao Arts Center.

Afternoon

Cross the Fort Point Channel into the Seaport District for an afternoon of provocative pieces at the Institute of Contemporary Art (pictured).

Evening

Get cicchetti (snacks) from Coppa Enoteca or tapas from Atlántico in the trendy South End. Afterward, listen to some down-and-dirty blues at Wally’s Cafe or sip cocktails with the sophisticates at Beehive.
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DAY THREE

A Short Break

Morning

Cycle the Charles River Bike Trail (pictured), stopping for scenic views of scullers and sailboats. Stop at Harvard Square for lunch on the way back.

Afternoon

While in Harvard Square, explore the historic university campus or check out one of the excellent university museums. Otherwise, head across town to Kendall Square to discover the public art at MIT and be wowed at the wonderful MIT Museum.

Evening

Sample the enticing nightlife options in Cambridge, such as dancing at a Latin club, watching a poetry slam or playing retro video games.
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If You Have More Time

Get out on the water! Take a whale-watching cruise to Stellwagen Bank to see humpbacks and other marine life. Or travel under your own steam by paddling a canoe or kayak on the Charles River from Allston to Kendall Square (or vice versa).

Explore Chinatown to learn more about the neighborhood’s interesting history and rich contem-porary culture. Fill up on dim sum or dumplings while you’re here.

Spend time admiring the incomparable art collection of Boston socialite Isabella Stewart Gardner at her namesake museum. Afterward, explore the neighborhood’s lesser-known venues for contemporary and public art.

Cheer on the Red Sox at Fenway Park. If you can’t get tickets, watch the game from the Bleacher Bar.

Sample Boston’s rich cultural calendar with a concert by the Boston Symphony Orchestra or a performance in the Theater District.
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A City Day Trip

On a sunny day, take a boat out to the Boston Harbor Islands for an unexpected island adventure just a short ride from downtown. Stop by the Boston Harbor Islands Welcome Center to plan your trip.

From Long Wharf, take the ferry out to Georges Island to explore the towers and turrets of Fort Warren, a Civil War–era fort. You can also go to Spectacle Island (pictured) to follow a walking path to the top of North Drumlin for wonderful views of the city across the water. Afterward, cool off with a dip in the icy sea and then comb the beach for trash and treasures.
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BETH MYER/GETTY IMAGES ©



On a Rainy Day

Spend the morning admiring the exquisite artworks at the encyclopedic Museum of Fine Arts or the elegant Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum. Both venues have lovely restaurants on-site where you can have lunch without getting wet.

In the afternoon, you might make your way to Back Bay to take in the icons of Copley Sq. Start with a free art and architecture tour of the Boston Public Library, rich with sculptures and murals. Bring an umbrella so you can walk across the plaza to Trinity Church (pictured) to be dazzled by the stained-glass windows.
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Get Prepared


BOOK AHEAD

One month before Book tickets for performances, sporting events, such as a baseball game at Fenway Park, and tours.

One week before Make reservations at major museums (especially the Gardner Museum, the New England Aquarium, and special exhibits at the MFA and ICA). This is also usually enough time to secure a table at most restaurants.

One day before Check the weather forecast. Pack your umbrella.



Manners Matter

It is not customary to greet strangers in passing, such as on the sidewalk.

Bostonians might not feel like chatting while riding the T or standing in line. That said, most locals are more than happy to give directions or answer questions if you ask.

If someone speaks with a Boston accent in Boston, it’s not news. No need to mock, imitate or comment.

Wicked Good Frappes

When it comes to food, Bostonians have an unusual way of saying things.

Tonic A generic word for any soda.

Frappe Milkshake.

Jimmies Chocolate sprinkles, such as for ice cream.

Dunks or Dunkies Term of endearment for Dunkin’ (formerly Dunkin’ Donuts).

Honey-dipped Glazed doughnut (what you get at Dunks).

Regular coffee Coffee with cream and sugar (also what you get at Dunks).

Things to Know

Smoking Prohibited in all places of employment, including restaurants, bars, taxis, public transportation and most hotels, as well as many public parks.

Restaurant service fees Many Boston-area restaurants add a kitchen appreciation fee of 3% to 5% to your bill to divide among the back-of-house staff. Unless otherwise stated, you’re still expected to tip your server as well.

Weather report Consult the weather beacon atop the old Hancock Building (now the Berkeley Building) and remember this rhyme:


Steady blue, clear view

Flashing blue, clouds are due

Steady red, rain ahead

Flashing red, snow instead.*



*Except in summer, when flashing red means the Red Sox game has been canceled.



TIPPING

Tipping is expected in Boston and throughout New England. In restaurants, tip at least 15% (usually 20% to 25%) for good service. In bars, 20% is expected.




DAILY BUDGET

Budget Less than $200

• Bed in a dorm room: from $60

• Historic sites, walking tours, public parks: mostly free

• Public transportation: $2.40 per ride or $22.50 for a one-week pass

Midrange $200–400

• Double room at a midrange hotel: $180–300

• Two-course dinner with wine: from $50 per person

• Local concert tickets or bleacher seats at Fenway Park: $30–50

Top End More than $400

• Double room at an upscale hotel: $300–500

• Dinner at a top restaurant: from $80 per person

• Premium tickets for theater or a sporting event: from $150




Currency

US dollar ($)

Language

English

Time Zone

Eastern Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus five hours)




TIP

Boston’s institutions of higher education are one of the city’s greatest assets, offering public art, museums, lectures and performances that are often open to the public and sometimes free of charge.
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When To Go

In between extreme weather and busy tourist seasons, June and September are sweet spots with lighter crowds and (mostly) pleasant temperatures.


April showers bring May flowers, but what do Mayflowers bring? If you answered ‘Pilgrims,’ you would be partially correct. In Boston, they also bring college graduations, music festivals and many tourists. October is equally beguiling, with fall foliage, a calendar full of events, and hotels full of travelers. In the hotter months, the students depart but summer vacationers arrive, and the city is abuzz.

From November to March, days are short and the weather is cold. Boston lures visitors with seasonal festivities and well-heated museums.

The Main Events

April: In Boston, Lexington and Concord, history buffs commemorate the start of the American Revolution on the third Monday in April (aka Patriots’ Day). It’s also the day of the Boston Marathon.
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May: Boston Calling is a three-day outdoor music festival over Memorial Day weekend, featuring dozens of world-class musical performances at the Harvard Athletic Complex in Allston.

June: The region’s largest Pride event is Boston Pride for the People, starting with a parade through the South End and culminating with food and music on the Boston Common, plus a block party at City Hall Plaza.

July: Boston hosts one of the biggest Independence Day bashes in the United States, with a free Boston Pops concert on the Charles River Esplanade and a fireworks display that’s televised nationally.

Boston Weather
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Favorite Neighborhood Festivals

January or February: To celebrate the Lunar New Year, Chinatown lights up with a colorful parade, firecrackers, fireworks and lots of food. The highlight is the traditional lion dances, which fill the streets following the parade.

March: The large and vocal South Boston Irish community hosts a St Patrick’s Day parade, complete with participation by LGBTIQ+ groups (which were famously banned for 20-plus years).

July & August: The North End’s religious societies sponsor feasts and processions honoring their patron saints during weekend-long Italian festivals. Major celebra-tions include the Fisherman’s Feast and St Anthony’s Feast, both in late August.

August: Boston’s Caribbean community recreates a Trinidad-style Carnival, complete with spectacular costumes, sultry music and spicy cooking. The festival takes place in Franklin Park.


ACCOMMODATIONS LOWDOWN

There are no bargains on Boston lodging, but prices drop significantly from November and March. Year-round, major events drive prices sky high, especially Patriots’ Day (April), college graduations (May), Independence Day (July) and fall foliage (October).








Getting There

Most travelers arrive by airplane at Boston Logan International Airport in East Boston, while others arrive by bus or train.


From the Airport to the City Center

Silver Line Bus

The Silver Line is a ’rapid’ bus that picks up directly at the airport terminals and travels to the Seaport District and South Station. Coming from the airport, the Silver Line is free, with a free transfer onto the T. It’s the best option if you are staying downtown or in the Seaport District, Beacon Hill or Cambridge.

The T

Take the free airport shuttle to the Airport T station and ride the subway into central Boston ($2.40). The T is the best option for the West End and some downtown destinations.

Logan Express

This convenient bus picks up at the airport terminals and goes to Back Bay, departing every half-hour. The trip from Logan is free (though the return trip is $3). The Logan Express is the best option for destinations in the Back Bay, South End and Fenway-Kenmore.

Ferry

Take the free Massport shuttle bus to the ferry terminal. From there, it’s a quick 15-minute scenic boat ride to Long Wharf or Rowes Wharf ($9.75) – very convenient for destinations on the waterfront. Unfortunately, the ferry only runs five or seven times a day, so make sure the timing lines up.

Taxi

The airport is just across the harbor from the city center, only about 2 miles away via tunnels. A taxi ride costs $25 to $40 depending on time of day and traffic.


North Station

Amtrak trains from New Hampshire and Maine arrive at North Station, located in the West End and on the Orange and Green Lines.



Other Points of Entry

South Station

Buses and most trains arrive at South Station, which is downtown on the MBTA Red Line.






Getting Around

Boston is geographically small and logistically manageable. The sights and activities of principal interest to travelers are contained within an area that’s only about 1 mile wide by 3 miles long. This compactness makes Boston a wonderful city for walking and cycling. Otherwise, most of the main attractions are accessible by subway.


Walk

In the compact central city, it’s often faster to walk than to take public transit. Add some green to your walk by strolling along the appealing parklands, including Boston Common and the Public Garden between downtown, Beacon Hill and Back Bay; the Rose Kennedy Greenway, which connects Chinatown, downtown and the North End; Boston Harborwalk in the Seaport District; and the Charles River Esplanade in Beacon Hill and Back Bay.

Subway

The oldest subway in the United States, the T has four lines: Red, Orange, Green and Blue. The main downtown stations include Park (where the Red and Green Lines meet), Downtown Crossing (Red and Orange), Government Center (Green and Blue) and State (Orange and Blue).
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Bus

The Silver Line is a ‘rapid’ bus that goes from South Station through the Seaport District to the airport. An additional route runs from Downtown Crossing to the South End. The MBTA operates many other (less rapid) bus lines in Boston and around, but you’re unlikely to need to ride them unless you’re visiting outlying areas.


ESSENTIAL APP

[image: jpg]

Download the Transit app (transitapp.com/region/boston), which plots routes and uses real-time data to track buses and subway trains.
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Bicycle

Rent a bicycle using Boston’s shared bike system, Bluebikes (bluebikes.com), which has nearly 500 locations across metro Boston. You can return it at any other rental location. Download the Bluebikes app or unlock a bike at a rental kiosk. Best for short rides, Bluebikes cost $2.95 for 30 minutes. You can also buy a day pass ($10), good for an unlimited number of two-hour rides in a 24-hour period.

Car

Many downtown Boston streets were once cow paths, and if you try to navigate the maze-like roads of the downtown core, you may wish you were a cow rather than a driver. City center parking is challenging and costly. Unless there’s some reason you must have a car, it’s better to walk, take transit or get a taxi in the city center.

Ferry

Boats are useful for a few destinations, primarily the Boston Harbor Islands and Charlestown, both from Long Wharf.

Public Transportation Essentials

Tickets

Before boarding the T or bus, buy a single-ride ticket, aka a CharlieTicket, or a reloadable CharlieCard. Both are available at fare machines in all subway stations. Tap your ticket or card at the gate to deduct the fare. CharlieTickets and CharlieCards allow for two free transfers between trains and buses. (You may have to tap your card again, but only one fare will be deducted.)

If you don’t have a CharlieTicket or CharlieCard, you can use cash on the bus, but pay the exact amount because you will not receive change. The cash fare does not cover transfers.

To ride Boston’s ferries, buy tickets at the vending booths at Long Wharf, Rowes Wharf or the Charlestown Navy Yard. You can also get ferry tickets on the mTicket app.

Digital Payments

In 2024, the MBTA began accepting contactless payment (credit card or mobile wallet) for pay-as-you-go riders on buses and subways. Tap your card or device on the reader at the fare gate or vehicle entrance and wait for the green ‘go’ screen.

Fares

A single ride on the T is $2.40, while the bus fare is $1.70. If you’ll be riding public transportation often, consider purchasing a 1-Day Pass ($11), good for 24 hours of unlimited travel, or a 7-Day Pass ($22.50). You can load passes on either a CharlieTicket or CharlieCard.

Hours of Operation

Boston’s subways and buses begin service around 5am and stop around 1am, but start and end times vary slightly from line to line. Check the MBTA website (mbta.com) for specific route schedules if you’re going to be traveling very early or very late.


TRAVEL COSTS

Bus fare

$1.70

Subway (T) fare

$2.40

Minimum Bluebikes fare

$2.95




DELAYS

Unfortunately, delays on the MBTA are not unusual. See mbta.com/alerts for alerts about service disruptions.




TICKETS


	Ticket Type
	Cost

	T single ride
	$2.40

	T 24-hour pass
	$11

	T 7-day pass
	$22.50

	Bluebikes single ride
	$2.95

	Bluebikes 24-hour pass
	$10





[image: jpg]

Bluebikes | VDB PHOTOS/SHUTTERSTOCK ©






A Few Surprises

Keep your eyes peeled in Boston for whimsical artwork and old architecture (which may be even older than you think).


Nancy Schön Sculptures

American sculptor Nancy Schön is best known for her iconic Make Way for Ducklings statue in the Public Garden, but her whimsical works are scattered throughout the city, surprising and engaging passersby with their depictions of beloved storybook characters. Look for The Tortoise and the Hare on Copley Square and Myrtle the Turtle at the Myrtle St Playground in Beacon Hill, among others.

Mini Mouseums

Look carefully to spot miniature works of art installed in nearly hidden places around the city: places you might not see unless you were a mouse. The teeny constructions are the work of an art collective called AnonyMouse, which does not disclose their locations, instead creating an artistic scavenger hunt or a moment of discovery.

In the Seaport District, look around at mouse-eye-level for the Massachusetts Mouseum of Art and a mousy magazine shop dubbed ‘The Mouzette.’ We won’t spoil the surprise by telling you where to go – you’ll have to sniff it out for yourself.

First Period Architecture

Some of the oldest buildings in the city are along the Freedom Trail, such as the Paul Revere House, but visitors can spot many other examples of First Period architecture (built between 1626 and 1725) around Boston. Look for the city’s oldest house, the James Blake House (1661) at 735 Columbia Rd in Dorchester, and the city’s oldest restaurant (Union Oyster House from 1716) downtown.
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OFFBEAT BOSTON

Walk to the center of an outdated Earth at the intri-guing and lovely Mapparium, in the Mary Baker Eddy Library.

Explore the MIT campus to discover an extensive collection of unusual and often thought-provoking pieces of public art.

Celebrate all things queer at Boston’s oldest gay bar, Jacques Cabaret, home of the city’s most fabulous drag shows.

Sample the quirky nightlife in Cambridge, from performance poetry to vintage video games.








Explore Boston



Downtown & Chinatown

North End & West End

Beacon Hill & Boston Common

Back Bay

Fenway-Kenmore

South End

Seaport District & South Boston

Charlestown

Cambridge



Boston’s Walking Tours


The Black Heritage Trail

Freedom Trail

Walk Back Bay

Walk Fenway-Kenmore

Walk the South End

Walk Charlestown

Walk Cambridge
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Explore

Downtown & Chinatown

Downtown Boston – the area between Boston Common and Boston Harbor – is the city’s administrative and commercial center. You wouldn’t guess it from the modern hustle and bustle, but it’s also the city’s historic center, where Boston’s earliest settlers built houses, went to church, docked their ships and buried their dead. Amid the skyscrapers and traffic jams, visitors can discover colonial-era buildings, ancient graveyards and countless historical markers. You’ll see many of them if you follow the Freedom Trail, which cuts through this area. A significant Chinese population occupies the southern part of the neighborhood, which is Boston’s Chinatown.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-walkingjpg] Walking

This neighborhood is compact and walkable.

[image: icon-subwayjpg] Subway

Downtown is the epicenter of the Boston subway system, so T stations are every-where. To reach Faneuil Hall and Quincy Market, take any line (except the Red Line) to Haymarket, Government Center or State. The Blue Line Aquarium stop offers the easiest access to the waterfront. For Chinatown, take the Green Line to Boylston or the Orange Line to Chinatown.

[image: icon-ferryjpg] Boat

Long Wharf is a hub for water transportation, including the Charlestown Ferry and boats to the Boston Harbor Islands.


THE BEST

HISTORY LESSON Boston Slavery Exhibit

PARK Rose Kennedy Greenway

BOAT TRIP New England Aquarium Whale Watch Cruise

DIM SUM Hei La Moon





[image: map]



1Top Experiences

Rose Kennedy GreenwayE2

Faneuil HallD3

Quincy MarketD3

Old State HouseC3

Old South Meeting HouseC4




1Experiences

1New England AquariumF3

2New England Aquarium Whale Watch CruiseF3

3Boston Harbor Islands Welcome CenterE3

4Georges IslandsF2

5Spectacle IslandF4

6Chinatown GateB7

7Ping On AlleyB6

8Pao Arts CenterB8

9Auntie Kay & Uncle Frank Chin ParkC7

10Mary Soo Hoo ParkB7

11Opera HouseA5

12Paramount CenterB6

13Modern TheatreB5

14Folk Americana Roots Hall of FameA7

15WNDR MuseumB5

16Liberty FleetF3

17City ExperiencesF4




5Eating

18BakeyA5

19Pinoy Kabayan RestaurantE4

20Gene’s Flatbread CafeB6

21ChacareroC5

22Boston Public MarketC1

23High Street PlaceD5

24Dewey Sq Food TrucksD6

25LineupC5

26James Hook & CoE5

27Ruka Resto BarB5

28TradeE6

29Hei La MoonB6

30Empire GardenA7

31Dumpling KingB7

Egg Puff Lady(see 31)

32Bao Bao BakeryB7

33Zhi Wei CafeC7

34SomenyaB7

35Tora Japanese RestaurantB7




6Drinking

36Phin Coffee HouseD6

37Sip CafeD5

38Tradesman CoffeeE4

39The WellC3

40Haley HenryC4

41Trillium GardenE4




7Shopping

42Brattle Book ShopB5









TOP EXPERIENCE

Rose Kennedy Greenway

A multilane elevated highway once separated downtown Boston from its scenic waterfront. Fortunately, the roadway was relocated underground during the decades-long ‘Big Dig,’ and the traffic-clogged expressway was replaced by the Rose Kennedy Greenway. This 1.5-mile linear park weaves a green, garden-filled path between Chinatown and the North End.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The Greenway ARTBeat series features live performances, public art, hands-on workshops and street festivals throughout the summer. Check the calendar on the website for details.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for maps and events.



Flowers & Fountains

Stroll along the Greenway to explore pollinator gardens, observe beehives (cautiously), explore gardens and admire an evolving array of public art. At the northern end of the Greenway, near the blooming Boxwood Garden, residents and workers picnic on the lawn, while kiddos cool off in the Canal Fountains.

Further south, visitors engage in a more meditative experience while walking the Labyrinth in Armenian Heritage Park. The abstract sculpture – a split dodecahedron – changes each year among its 25 different configurations.

Nearby, kids can climb onto the whimsical Greenway Carousel to ride on sea turtles, peregrine falcons, and other regional woodland and sea creatures.

Near the New England Aquarium, the Rings Fountain is playful and unpredictable, and a popular stop on a summer’s day.

Food & Drink

When you’re ready for lunch, head to Dewey Sq, where food trucks and farmers markets set up, or stop at Trillium Garden, serving the craft brewer’s drafts where Atlantic Ave meets High St.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Old State House

The oldest standing public building in Boston, the Old State House dates from 1713, serving as the seat of local government. In 1770, it was the site of a violent skirmish between Bostonian rabble-rousers and British soldiers, later dubbed the Boston Massacre.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The Massacre and Memory tour is a guided walking tour (11am daily) that draws parallels between the Boston Massacre and later movements and events, such as abolition and school segregation.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for prices and opening hours.



House History

On July 18, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was first read from the balcony of the State House (now the Old State House), thus securing its place in history. Four years later in this building, Massachusetts adopted its state constitution, now the oldest written working constitution in the world.

Today, the Old State House stands proudly in Downtown Boston, dwarfed by the surrounding skyscrapers and office buildings. Inside, exhibits document the events leading up to the American Revolution and the development of the federal and state governments. Other displays describe how women, Black people, Native people and other groups petitioned for their rights.

Boston Massacre Site

On March 5, 1770, British soldiers guarding the State House shot into a crowd of angry protesters, killing five colonists who had provoked them with snowballs and rocks. A circle of stones marks the site outside the Old State House.

These were the first casualties of the American Revolution. Among the dead was Crispus Attucks, a sailor of mixed Indigenous and African heritage. The five victims are interred at the nearby Granary Burying Ground.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Faneuil Hall & Quincy Market

For 150 years, Faneuil Hall and Quincy Market map Google map served as Boston’s marketplace. In the 1970s the historic buildings were redeveloped into today’s touristy, festive shopping center, so they still serve their original purpose, albeit with modern trappings. Stop by to pick up a tour, shop for souvenirs or grab lunch.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

On the 4th floor of Faneuil Hall, the Ancient & Honorable Artillery Co of Massachusetts maintains a peculiar collection of antique firearms and curious artifacts (open 9am to 3pm Monday to Friday).

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours.



Faneuil Hall

Though its name became synonymous with the surrounding touristy marketplace, Faneuil Hall has been a public meeting space since its construction in 1742. Its lower level was a meat and produce market, and the Great Hall upstairs became Boston’s first town hall. Protests here against British taxes in the mid-1700s helped launch the independence movement, earning Faneuil Hall its moniker as the United State’s ‘Cradle of Liberty.’ Throughout the 1800s, after architect Charles Bulfinch expanded the structure, Faneuil Hall continued hosting anti-slavery rallies, women’s suffrage gatherings and other public meetings, a role it still plays today.

Staff at the National Park Service Visitor Center, amid souvenir stalls on the building’s 1st floor, can tell you more about its history, and you can visit the Great Hall.

Boston Slavery Exhibit

On the lower level of Faneuil Hall, the Boston Slavery Exhibit confronts the city’s role in the slave economy, beginning in the 1620s when the English enslaved Native people. In 1638, the first ship transporting enslaved Africans docked in Boston. By the 1760s, more than 17,000 enslaved Black people had arrived in New England. The exhibits share stories of enslaved people and their lives in the Boston area.

Peter Faneuil, for whom the hall is named, was a wealthy merchant who profited from the slave trade. His slavery connections have triggered a city initiative to rename the hall, which is still being debated.

Quincy Market

In 1826, a new market was constructed behind Faneuil Hall, named for Mayor Josiah Quincy. The North Market and South Market buildings on either side of Quincy Market were completed the following year. Together, the three buildings comprise an insanely popular complex of shops and food stalls, now known collectively as Faneuil Hall Marketplace.

The main building contains a food hall, while the North and South Markets have all manner of shops, mostly national chains but a few local gems.

[image: jpg]
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QUICK BREAK

It’s overpriced, but you can grab a quick bite at Quincy Market, where the touristy eateries and food stands sell everything from chowder to tacos and ice cream.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Old South Meeting House

Puritans built the Old South Meeting House in 1729 as a place of worship and a space for community meetings. Once the city’s largest building, it evolved into a center for public debates, one of which resulted in the history-changing protest known as the Boston Tea Party.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

A combination ticket for the Old State House and the Old South Meeting House provides a small discount if you’re planning to visit both.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for prices and opening hours.



Boston Tea Party

On December 16, 1773, colonists gathered at Faneuil Hall to await a decision from the colonial governor and discuss a response to the hated Tea Act. But numbers grew into the thousands, so the meeting reconvened at the larger Old South Meeting House. After a hot debate, patriot leaders proceeded with their rebellious act. A group, some disguised as Mohawk Natives, made their way to Griffin’s Wharf, where the tea-bearing ships were docked. The rioters dumped 340 chests of tea into the Boston Harbor. Exhibits at the Old South Meeting House recount how the Boston Tea Party came about and showcase a handful of artifacts from the incendiary event.

After the Revolution

The Old South Meeting House continued to host meetings about contentious issues for years after American independence. Debates over the decades have ranged from ending slavery to the limits of free speech, and both the Ku Klux Klan and birth control activist Margaret Sanger have been prevented from speaking here. Exhibits throughout the restored building tell its history, and a self-guided audio tour brings you into some of the momentous meetings.



EXPERIENCES

See the Creatures of the Sea at the New England AquariumAquarium

The New England Aquarium map Google map (neaq.org, adult/child $34/25) highlights marine life from around the region and across the globe. The centerpiece is the four-story Giant Ocean Tank, a Caribbean coral reef environment teeming with vibrant tropical fish. The aquarium is also home to penguins, sea lions, a giant octopus and more. Look for exhibits about marine conservation efforts and sustainable seafood.

Of course, the best place to see the creatures of the sea (and all creatures, really) is in the wild. Trips by New England Aquarium Whale Watch Cruise map Google map (cityexperiences.com/boston/city-cruises/whale-watch, adult/child $70/50) set off from Long Wharf and journey to Stellwagen Bank, a rich breeding ground for whales, dolphins and marine birds. Whale sightings are practically guaranteed.

Set Sail to the Boston Harbor IslandsIslands

Boston Harbor is sprinkled with 34 islands, some of which are open for trail walking, bird-watching, swimming and camping. It’s a an accessible outdoor adventure, just a 40-minute boat ride from downtown Boston. Get more information at the Boston Harbor Islands Welcome Center map Google map (bostonharborislands.org) on the Rose Kennedy Greenway; some ferries leave from Long Wharf.

The main draw of Georges Island is Fort Warren map, a 19th-century fort and Civil War prison. The fort is largely abandoned (except for a resident ghost), with many dark tunnels, creepy corners and magnificent lookouts to discover. Special events take place on weekends throughout the summer.

Spectacle Island map has 5 miles of walking trails that provide access to a 157ft peak, offering marvelous city views across the harbor. At the supervised beach, swimming is not that appealing because of frigid temperatures and rocky shores, but the beachcombing is phenomenal. Stop by the visitor center to see the exhibit of treasures found here.

Discover Art & Culture in ChinatownArea

Flanked by two marble lions, the Chinatown Gate map Google map marks the entrance to Boston’s historically Chinese district, a neighborhood that still retains much of its cultural identity.

Chinese workers began arriving in the 1870s, and they pitched tents in Ping On Alley map Google map, a narrow lane off Essex St. As late as the 1950s, there was a communal roasting oven here used by residents and neighborhood restaurants.


While the original immigrants came from southern China, today the neighborhood includes people with roots from across China, Vietnam and Cambodia. Pao Arts Center map Google map celebrates Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) culture and also serves as a hub for Chinatown arts, with a gallery and theater.

When you need a rest from your Chinatown wanderings, head to Auntie Kay & Uncle Frank Chin Park map Google map on the Greenway or nearby Mary Soo Hoo Park map Google map, both popular gathering spots that honor local community advocates.


BEST WAYS TO GET ON THE WATER

New England Aquarium Whale Watch Cruise

map

Cruise out to Stellwagen Bank to watch humpback, finback and minke whales, as well as dolphins and seabirds.

Liberty Fleet

map Google map

Set sail around the Boston Harbor on the Liberty Star, a gorgeous, gaff-rigged schooner from the Age of Sail.

City Experiences

map Google map

This company also offers trips on luxury liners such as Odyssey and Spirit of Boston, which include dinner, dancing and skyline views.

If you feel the need for speed, climb aboard City Experiences’ Codzilla for a wet and wild ride.



Enjoy a Show in the Theater DistrictLive performance

Boston’s small Theater District is packed with venues, ranging from small intimate places to the extravagant Opera House map Google map (citizensoperahouse.com). These spaces host the Boston Ballet, the Boston Lyric Opera and many nationally touring shows and performers. There are also diverse performances hosted by Emerson College and Suffolk University at the Paramount Center map Google map and the Modern Theatre map Google map.

Inside the 1925 Wang Theatre, the Folk Americana Roots Hall of Fame map Google map (folkamericanarootshalloffame.org, adult/child $25/17) shows off the region’s musical heritage. Book a tour to explore and see exhibits highlighting the many performers who have been on stage here.

The nearby WNDR Museum map Google map (wndrmuseum.com, adult/child $32/22) is a high-tech immersive art experience, where you can interact with the artworks. Many pieces are by New England artists. Don’t miss the multimedia meditation Let’s Survive Forever, which explores the concept of infinity.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $ $ Midrange     $ $ $ Top End
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Eating

Quick Bites

Bakey$

map Google map

Follow Tremont St for freshly baked babka (sweet bread swirled with chocolate, cinnamon or nuts). 7am-6pm

Pinoy Kabayan Restaurant$

map Google map

Homestyle Filipino fare is served cafeteria style at this friendly family-run eatery. 11:30am-7pm Mon-Sat

Gene’s Flatbread Cafe$

map Google map

This tiny, mostly takeout spot specializes in western China’s meat-filled flatbreads and hand-pulled noodles. 11:30am-6:30pm Mon-Sat

Chacarero$

map Google map

Chilean sandwiches on bread baked daily layered with cheese, tomatoes, avocado spread and green beans. 11am-3pm Mon-Fri

Food Halls

Boston Public Market$

map Google map

New England food and craft entrepreneurs, many from diverse communities, staff this nonprofit marketplace. 8am-6pm Mon & Tue, to 8pm Wed-Sat, 10am-6pm Sun

High Street Place$

map Google map

A buzzing food hall where vendors serve up sandwiches, shellfish, coffee, cocktails and more. 7am-9pm Mon-Wed, to 11pm Thu & Fri, 9am-11pm Sat

Dewey Sq Food Trucks$

map Google map

Food trucks park opposite South Station on the Rose Kennedy Greenway during the warmer months. hours vary

Lineup$

map Google map

A vibrant Chihuly sculpture adds luster to this small Winthrop Center food court, drawing downtown office denizens. 11am-4pm

Seafood

James Hook & Co$$$

map Google map

The lobster out front is the clue to the specialty at this old-school seafood shack. 10am-4pm Sun-Thu, to 5pm Fri & Sat

Fusion Favorites

Ruka Resto Bar$$$

map Google map

Bring friends to sample the Peruvian-Asian small plates in this tropical Downtown Crossing lounge. 5-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Trade$$$

map Google map

This bustling Greek-Mediterranean dining room with a wood-burning oven turns out ‘pizzettes,’ vegetable-forward meze and grilled proteins. 11:30am-10pm Tue-Thu, to 11pm Fri, 4-11pm Sat

Dim Sum

Hei La Moon$

map Google map

A top choice for dim sum, from shrimp har gow and baked pork buns to custardy egg tarts. 11am-8pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun

[image: jpg]

Hei La Moon | KIMBERLY MAROON/LONELY PLANET ©

Empire Garden$

map Google map

Traditional dim sum stars at this Cantonese eatery inside a 1903 former vaudeville theater. 8:30am-9:30pm Sun-Thu, to 10:30pm Fri & Sat

Chinatown Surprises

Dumpling King$

map Google map

This takeout stall in the minuscule Avana Mall serves one thing – dumplings – and they’re delicious. 10am-6pm

Egg Puff Lady$

map Google map

Visit this Avana Mall food cart for the bubble waffles known as ‘egg puffs.’ 11am-8pm

Bao Bao Bakery$

map Google map

Pick up savory and sweet Asian pastries from pineapple buns to scallion braids, as well as bubble tea. 8am-8pm Mon-Wed, to 9pm Thu-Sun

Zhi Wei Cafe$$

map Google map

Lanzhou-style beef noodle soup is the specialty of this modern Leather District Chinese eatery. 11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat, noon-9pm Sun

Japanese

Somenya$$

map Google map

With or without soup, house-made soba and udon are highlights at this serene Japanese noodle shop. noon-10pm Sun-Thu, to 10:30pm Fri & Sat


Tora Japanese Restaurant$$$

map Google map

Sit around the counter for kaisen don (rice bowls layered with fresh fish) and other Japanese fare. 11am-10pm Mon-Sat, to 9:30pm Sun

[image: img]
Drinking

Coffee

Phin Coffee House

map Google map

The ca phe phin (Vietnamese coffee) is an excellent pick-me-up, paired with banh mi or oversized muffins. 7am-6pm Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm Sun

Sip Cafe

map Google map

A greenhouse-like space for caffeine set in downtown’s Norman B Leventhal Park. 6:30am-8pm Mon-Wed, to 9pm Thu & Fri

Tradesman Coffee

map Google map

This Batterymarch St cafe has ample space to work or relax over coffee, sandwiches or cocktails. cafe 7am-5pm, cocktails 3-8pm Mon-Thu

The Well

map Google map

‘Coffee, love, community’ is the slogan for this cheerful nonprofit coffeehouse along the Freedom Trail downtown. 7am-5pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat

Wine & Beer

Haley Henry

map Google map

Pair a glass or flight with tinned fish or charcuterie at this LGBTIQ-friendly wine bar. 3-11pm Tue-Thu, to midnight Fri, noon-midnight Sat

Trillium Garden

map Google map

Sample the goods from Boston’s favorite local microbrewery at this shady beer garden on the Rose Kennedy Greenway. 3-10pm Tue-Thu, from 2pm Fri & Sat, noon-6pm Sun May-Oct

[image: img]
Shopping

Bookstores

Brattle Book Shop

map Google map

Established in 1825, Brattle is among the oldest antiquarian bookstores in the United States. Beyond the several floors of volumes inside, you can browse racks of books in the adjacent alley. 9am-5:30pm Mon-Sat






Explore

North End & West End

Boston’s North End and West End have similar roots as immigrant communities, but these adjacent neighborhoods have evolved in distinct ways. The Puritans settled in the North End, and this waterfront district retains relics of Boston’s colonial era, best explored on the Freedom Trail. Following waves of European arrivals, the North End became a mostly Italian community and still preserves this flavor with numerous restaurants, wine bars and food shops. The West End was similarly lively until it was razed for ‘urban renewal’ in the mid-20th century. Nowadays, the neighborhood is dominated by institutional buildings, including the giant campus of Mass General Hospital.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-walkingjpg] Walking

As other central Boston neighborhoods, the North End is compact and extremely pedestrian-friendly. The West End is less pleasant for walking because of traffic, highway ramps and greater distances.

[image: icon-subwayjpg] Subway

For the North End, the closest T station is Haymarket, which lies on the Green and Orange Lines. For the West End, take the Orange or Green Lines to North Station. For sites along Cambridge St, use the Red Line to Charles/MGH.


THE BEST

HISTORIC SITE Old North Church

CANNOLI Modern Pastry Shop

PIZZA Regina Pizzeria

ITALIAN CAFE Caffè Vittoria

SCIENTIFIC INNOVATION Ether Dome
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1Experiences

1Mike’s PastryG5

2Modern Pastry ShopF6

3Bova’s BakeryF3

4Parziale’s BakeryF3

5TableH3

Table Mercato(see 5)

6St Anthony’s FeastF3

7Fisherman’s FeastH4

8TD GardenD2

9Sports MuseumC3

10Paul S Russell MD Museum of Medical History & InnovationA5

11Ether DomeA4




5Eating

12Hub HallD3

13Galleria UmbertoG5

14Regina PizzeriaF3

15Ernesto’s PizzaE6

16LocaleG3

17Sunny GirlH4

18Pauli’sE6

19Bricco Ristorante & EnotecaF6

20Carmelina’sG5

21Mamma MariaH5

22Neptune OysterE6

23Daily CatchG5

24AlcoveE2




6Drinking

25Caffè VittoriaG5

26Caffè ParadisoF6

27Caffè Dello SportG5

28CuppaCoffeeE4

29Night Shift BrewingE2




7Shopping

30ConverseE2

31I Am BooksF3

32North Bennet Street SchoolG6

33Polcari’s CoffeeF5

34Salumeria ItalianaG6

35Bricco SalumeriaF6









EXPERIENCES

Pastry Crawl Through the North EndBakery

This Italian district is best known for pizza and pasta, but the neigh-borhood has plenty of sweet treats too. Sample these North End bakeries to decide which pastry you prefer.

You’ll see plenty of people with boxes from Mike’s Pastry map Google map (mikespastry.com), usually filled with cannoli, from simple sweetened ricotta to more elaborate creations.

Mike’s is the most famous, but he has his rivals. Many pastry partisans prefer the baked goods from Modern Pastry Shop map Google map (modernpastry.com), a bright cafe where you can enjoy your sweets with a cappuccino. Cannoli and sfogliatelle (paper-thin clam-shaped flaky pastries stuffed with sweetened ricotta) are popular choices.

Craving cannoli, cookies or an apple tart at 2am? Bova’s Bakery map Google map (bovabakeryboston.net) on Salem St is open 24 hours a day. On the same block, Parziale’s Bakery map Google map (parzialebakery.com) also bakes a variety of Italian pastries. Opened in 1907, Parziale’s is credited with crafting Boston’s first pizza.

Take a Seat at TableItalian restaurant

For a completely different North End dining adventure, book a seat at Table map Google map (tableboston.com), a multicourse dinner party-style evening. The menu – seven courses on the weekends, with a four-course option on weeknights – might incorporate a salad of grilled eggplant and fresh mozzarella, fried artichokes served over risotto, grilled octopus with white beans, and profiteroles with house-made gelato. Accommodating only 32 guests, Table typically has seatings at 7pm on Wednesdays and Thursdays, 7pm or 7:30pm Fridays, 6pm and 8:30pm Saturdays, and 3pm and 5:30pm on Sundays, although the schedule can vary with the seasons.

Don’t want to spring for the full Table experience? Stop by Table Mercato map Google map (tableboston.com/mercato), a takeout deli under the same ownership, for salads like marinated octopus or an oversized sub to go. The chicken cutlet is a popular choice, as is the house special Table sandwich, with chicken, prosciutto, fresh mozzarella, arugula and tomato.

Dive into Boston’s Sports HistoryMuseum

Besides beloved Fenway Park, home of the Boston Red Sox, Boston’s mecca for sports fans is TD Garden map Google map (tdgarden.com), where the Boston Bruins play hockey and the Boston Celtics play basketball. Out front, don’t miss the sculpture of an airborne Bobby Orr, The Goal, depicting his game-winning shot that secured the Bruins’ 1970 Stanley Cup victory.

Inside TD Garden, the Sports Museum map Google map (sportsmuseum.org, adult/child $30/20) traces the history of New England sports, featuring memorabilia from the region’s professional sports teams and some nonprofessional athletes. Peek inside the locker of legendary Red Sox player Ted Williams (1918–2002) and admire the ice skates of Olympic figure skater Nancy Kerrigan.

Sports Museum tours end in the Boston Bruins Heritage Hall, a high-tech participatory exhibit opened in 2024 in honor of the hockey team’s 100th anniversary. Test your skills with goal-shooting games or practice your play-by-play as a simulated sports broadcaster.


Italian Festivals

If you love celebrations of Italian food and culture, schedule your North End visit around one of the annual ‘feasts,’ when the streets buzz with food vendors, parades and musical performers. The most popular is St Anthony’s Feast map Google map, launched in Italy in 1919 to honor St Anthony of Padua. The North End’s late-August celebration includes a grand procession featuring a statue of the saint. Pushcarts sell everything from arancini to pizza and pastries. Started in Sicily in 1910, the mid-August Fisherman’s Feast map Google map, celebrates the Madonna del Soccorso with food, processions and several nights of live music.



Investigate Medical History at Massachusetts General HospitalMuseum

Most travelers probably hope to avoid visiting Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH) while in Boston, but if you’re curious about the hospital’s long history of medical innovations, you might reconsider.

The Paul S Russell MD Museum of Medical History & Innovation map Google map (massgeneral.org/museum, free) uses multimedia exhibits and historical artifacts to illustrate evolving medical treatments, from the development of surgical procedures to medical imaging techniques. You can also watch a 1936 silent film that reenacts the introduction of surgical anesthesia.

In 1846, for the first time in history, Dr William TG Morton administered ether to a patient with a tumor in his jaw. Surgeon John Collins Warren then removed the tumor from the unconscious patient. This first public surgery using anesthesia took place in the Ether Dome map Google map (massgeneral.org/museum/exhibits/ether-dome, free) on the 4th floor of the Bulfinch wing. Visit the dome to view exhibits and artifacts about this historic medical breakthrough. Hours are highly variable, so inquire at the Russell Museum.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $ $ Midrange     $ $ $ Top End
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Eating

Food Halls

Hub Hall$

map Google map

Grab a bite before a TD Garden event from this North Station food hall serving fish-and-chips, fried chicken, ramen, and more. hours vary

Pizza

Galleria Umberto$

map Google map

No-frills pizzeria, serving thick-crust squares plus panzarotti (fried dough filled with cheese or meat) and calzones. 10:45am-2:30pm Mon-Sat

Regina Pizzeria$

map Google map

Now a chain, the Thatcher St original serves whole pies at its red Formica tables, plus slices at the bar. 11am-10pm Mon-Sat, to 9pm Sun

Ernesto’s Pizza$$

map Google map

We won’t judge if you order the cheeseburger pizza at this long-standing Salem St pizzeria. 11am-8:45pm Mon-Sat, from noon Sun

Locale$$

map Google map

Contemporary pizzas come from the wood-burning oven at this restaurant on Hanover St’s northern end. 4-9pm Mon-Thu, from noon Fri & Sat, noon-8:30pm Sun

Sandwiches

Sunny Girl$

map Google map

A tiny counter-service eatery known for breakfast sandwiches (served at lunch too) on house-made English muffins. 7am-2pm

Pauli’s$

map Google map

Stop at this deli for good-value lobster rolls and overstuffed ‘wicked fresh’ Italian-style sandwiches. 8am-9pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat, 10am-5pm Sun

Pasta

Bricco Ristorante & Enoteca$$$

map Google map

With an all-Italian wine list and a more contemporary menu, Bricco goes beyond standard red-sauce pasta offerings. 4-11pm Mon-Thu, to 2am Fri, noon-2am Sat, to 11pm Sun

Carmelina’s$$$

map Google map

‘Sunday macaroni’ is served every day at this homey Sicilian restaurant on Hanover St. 11:30am-10pm

Mamma Maria$$$

map Google map

Contemporary Italian cuisine graces the tables of these romantic rooms overlooking North Sq. 5-9:15pm Mon-Thu, 4:30-9:30pm Fri-Sun

Seafood

Neptune Oyster$$$

map Google map

The space is tight, but the oysters and other creative seafood dishes are delectable. Reservations are not accepted; be prepared to wait. 11am-9:30pm Sun-Thu, to 10:30pm Fri & Sat


Daily Catch$$$

map Google map

A piccolo no-reservations storefront that specializes in Sicilian dishes, such as squid ink linguine aglio olio, topped with ground calamari and anchovies. 11am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat

Alcove$$$

map Google map

With a water-view terrace on Lovejoy Wharf, this eatery serves New England seafood and contemporary fare. noon-10pm Mon-Fri, from 11am Sat & Sun
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Drinking

Coffee

Caffè Vittoria

map Google map

The steady hiss of the espresso machine is the backdrop for Boston’s first Italian cafe, opened in 1929. 8am-midnight

Caffè Paradiso

map Google map

Locally popular family-run Italian cafe, whether you’re looking for coffee or cognac with your cannoli. Serves house-made gelato too. 7am-2am

Caffè Dello Sport

map Google map

Espresso, panini and futbol (soccer, that is) are the reasons to patronize this Hanover St sports bar-cafe. 6am-11pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri, 7am-midnight Sat & Sun

CuppaCoffee

map Google map

Fancy a meat pie with your flat white? Stop into this espresso-sized Australian-style cafe for coffee or a snack. 6am-4pm Mon-Fri

Beer

Night Shift Brewing

map Google map

This craft beer maker on Lovejoy Wharf has a large patio overlooking Boston Harbor and the Zakim Bridge. 11:30am-9pm Mon, from 3pm Tue & Wed, 11:30am-10pm Fri & Sat, to 8pm Sun

[image: img]
Shopping

Souvenirs

Converse

map Google map

Buy the latest kicks, check out limited edition designs or create your own custom sneakers at the shoe company’s flagship store on Lovejoy Wharf. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat

I Am Books

map Google map

An independent bookstore, stocking titles in English and Italian. Also puts on events by authors with Italian connections. 10am-6pm Mon & Tue, to 8pm Wed-Sat, 10am-3pm Sun

North Bennet Street School

map Google map

Handcrafted pieces such as books, furniture and musical instruments by students of the prestigious trade school. 7:30am-2pm Mon-Thu

Food

Polcari’s Coffee

map Google map

To buy your own beans or simply enjoy the aroma, visit this classic coffee roastery. 11am-5pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat

Salumeria Italiana

map Google map

An Italian grocery, well-stocked with imported cheeses, olives and more. The shop also makes a mean sandwich. 9:30am-6pm Mon-Thu, 9am-7pm Fri & Sat, to 4pm Sun

Bricco Salumeria

map Google map

A tiny, enticing Italian food shop, with a panetteria (bread bakery) in the basement where you can watch the bakers. 10am-7pm Sun-Thu, to 8pm Fri & Sat






Explore

Beacon Hill & Boston Common

The golden dome of the Massachusetts State House towers over the streets of Beacon Hill. The neighborhood also has a rich history of Black activism and literary achievement. But the appeal of Beacon Hill lies not with notable landmarks or famous residents, but rather with its charming narrow streets lined with brick town houses and lit by gas lanterns. On the neighborhood’s southern border, the Boston Common was originally designated as pasture land, and British soldiers once camped here. Today, the livestock and livery are long gone, and the central expanse of green is the starting point for the Freedom Trail and Black Heritage Trail.
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See for eating and drinking listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-walkingjpg] Walking

From charming Charles St to the delightful parklands, Beacon Hill is a prime neighborhood for walking.

[image: icon-subwayjpg] Subway

At the junction of the Red and Green Lines, Park Street T station services the Boston Common. The Red Line Charles/MGH station is convenient to Charles and Cambridge Sts, and the Charles River Esplanade.

[image: icon-car-rentaljpg] Car

Street parking is often available on Charles St or on Beacon St next to the Public Garden. Find a relatively affordable parking lot beneath the Boston Common.


THE BEST

PUBLIC ART The Embrace

HISTORIC SITE Granary Burying Ground

CHILDREN’S ATTRACTION Swan Boats

BOOKSTORE Beacon Hill Books & Cafe

LIBRARY Boston Athenaeum
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1Top Experiences

Public GardenA4

Boston CommonC4

Massachusetts State HouseD3

Granary Burying GroundD3




1Experiences

1Museum of African American HistoryC2

2Nichols House MuseumC3

3Boston AthenaeumD3




5Eating

4TatteA3

5CobblestonesA3

6ParamountA3

7Beacon Hill Books & CafeA3

8Florina Pizzeria & PaninotecaD2

9FigsA3

10GrottoD2

11Ma MaisonB1

12Beacon Hill Hotel & BistroA3

1375 ChestnutA3

14Mooo....D3




6Drinking

15Tip Tap RoomD2









TOP EXPERIENCE

Granary Burying Ground

Where Park Street Church now stands was once the location of Boston’s granary, a 12,000-bushel grain storage warehouse. The grain facility gave its name to the adjacent Granary Burying Ground, established in 1660, where 2300 heritage gravestones and 204 tombs sit behind an iron fence.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Park Street Church is not open for tours, but if you visit on Sunday, you can peek inside this beautiful historic church.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours and maps of the gravesites.



Famous Names

As you walk through the cemetery, you can read about the eminent and ordinary Bostonians laid to rest here. The most famous residents are Revolutionary-era patriots, including John Hancock, Paul Revere and Samuel Adams. You’ll also find a prominent memorial at the gravesite of the five victims of the 1770 Boston Massacre. Other noteworthy individuals include Peter Faneuil, for whom Faneuil Hall is named, and Mary Buttolph Thaxter Gutteridge, who ran one of the city’s first coffee shops, in 1718 after her husband’s death.

Graves of Enslaved People

Most free Black people who lived in colonial-era Boston were buried in Copp’s Hill Burying Ground in the North End, but some enslaved people were interred in the Granary Burying Ground in the tombs of their owners or former owners, including Chloe Spear, who documented her life in the posthumously published book, Memoir of Mrs Chloe Spear, a Native of Africa, Who Was Enslaved in Childhood and Died in Boston, January 3, 1815, Aged 65 Years.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Boston Common

The oldest public park in the United States, Boston Common is the city’s green heart. On the unceded territory of the Indigenous Massachusett Nation, Puritan settlers set aside parkland here in 1634. Still today, the Common serves as a leafy refuge in the urban center.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Stop by the Boston Common Visitor Center on the Common to pick up a map, book a Freedom Trail tour or use the restroom.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to learn the history of Boston Common.



Monuments & Memorials

Unveiled in 2023, The Embrace, a 20ft-tall bronze sculpture of intertwining arms, celebrates Dr Martin Luther King, Jr and his wife, Coretta Scott King, who met as students in 1950s Boston. King’s embrace of his wife when he received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 inspired the 19-ton sculpture. Installed on the 1965 Freedom Plaza, the work honors Boston civil rights trailblazers. Read stories about the Kings and the city’s social justice pioneers on The Embrace website (embraceboston.org).

Nearby, four aquatic gods lounge in the 1868 bronze Brewer Fountain, cast in Paris and gifted to Boston by wealthy local merchant Gardner Brewer.

The 1770 Boston Massacre took place outside the Old State House, and the 25ft-tall Boston Massacre Monument remembers its five victims: Crispus Attucks, James Caldwell, Patrick Carr, Samuel Gray and Samuel Maverick. The monument replicates a famous Paul Revere engraving.

Opposite the Massachusetts State House, the Robert Gould Shaw & the 54th Regiment Memorial, a bronze and granite sculpture by Augustus Saint-Gaudens, honors one of the first units of Black soldiers to serve in the US Civil War. The memorial is a starting point for the Black Heritage Trail.
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Boston Common | JAMES KIRKIKIS/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Frog Pond

Rent ice skates and take a spin around the Frog Pond skating rink in the winter or cool off at the splash pad in summer. Around the pond, look for six bronze frogs sculpted by Massachusetts artist David Phillips. There is also a playground nearby.

Central Burying Ground

When the older cemeteries began running out of space for the deceased, former pastureland became the Central Burying Ground. Opened in 1756, this cemetery – furthest from the town center – was considered Boston’s least desirable. Wander among the faded headstones that mark the graves of colonists, British common soldiers and visitors who died while in Boston. Painter Gilbert Stuart, best known for his portrait of President George Washington, is also interred here.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Massachusetts State House

The golden dome of the Massachusetts State House is one of the city’s most recognizable landmarks. Samuel Adams and Paul Revere laid the cornerstone on July 4, 1795. Designed by Charles Bulfinch, the state house was completed in 1798, making it the oldest structure on Beacon Hill.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Reserve in advance for a free 45-minute guided tour or pick up a brochure at the 2nd-floor information desk for a self-guided tour.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours and tour reservations.



Congressional Chambers

The governor, House of Representatives and State Senate all have offices in the State House. The House of Representatives occupies the larger legislative chamber. Inside the House chambers, the Sacred Cod represents the importance of the fishing industry to the state of Massachusetts.

Forty senators work in the Senate Chamber in the historic Bulfinch wing directly beneath the dome. The Senate chambers have their own fish, the Holy Mackerel, which hangs above the chandelier.

State House Halls

Other notable spaces in the State House include Nurses Hall, which has a memorial to the nurses who assisted in the Civil War, and the marble Great Hall, with flags from the 351 cities and towns in Massachusetts. Doric Hall is a grand entranceway that serves as a reception area. These front doors are opened only for governors leaving the building on their last day in office and to welcome a visiting US president.

Women’s Leadership Memorial

HEAR US: The Massachusetts Women’s Leadership Memorial is an art installation honoring six notable women from the state. The work includes quotes and bronze portraits, including of mental health advocate Dorothea Dix and abolitionist and suffragette Lucy Stone.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Public Garden

Across Charles St west of Boston Common, the more formal and manicured Public Garden opened in 1837 as the first public botanical garden in the United States. It’s a lovely place to stroll amid the seasonal bloom, but picnicking is prohibited.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The Friends of the Public Garden leads free one-hour tours of the garden at 10am Tuesdays and 4pm Thursdays in summer. You don’t need to sign up in advance.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for tour information and events.



Swan Boats

Amid the 24 acres of trees and flowerbeds is a lagoon where, in 1877, entrepreneur Robert Paget introduced a boat driven by pedals and decorated with a swan. The design was inspired by the opera Lohengrin, in which a heroic knight crosses a river in a boat pulled by a swan. Today, Paget descendants continue to operate the Swan Boats, updated but still using pedal power.

Monuments & Memorials

The garden is sprinkled with monuments and artworks, starting with the statue of George Washington on his horse at the Arlington St entrance. North of here, the Ether Monument commemorates the first successful use of surgical anesthesia, which took place at Massachusetts General Hospital in 1846. The Garden of Remembrance 9/11 Memorial is a sobering tribute to the Massachusetts victims who died in the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Make Way for Ducklings

Sculptor Nancy Schön’s Make Way for Ducklings Statue is a whimsical parade of eight bronze ducklings following their mother. The artwork is a nod to Robert McCloskey’s classic children’s book of the same title about a duck family that lived in the Public Garden.



WALKING TOUR

Walk the Black Heritage Trail

The Black Heritage Trail is a 1.6-mile route connecting sites related to the abolitionist movement, the Underground Railroad and other landmarks from the Black community that resided here in the 18th and 19th centuries. Download the NPS app for an audio tour (nps.gov/boaf/mobile-app.htm) or take a free guided tour led by NPS park rangers.


START

Robert Gould Shaw & the 54th Regiment Memorial

END

Museum of African American History

LENGTH

1.6 miles; 1 hour

[image: jpg]


1 Civil War Heroes

The trail starts at the bronze memorial opposite the Massachu-setts State House. The Robert Gould Shaw & the 54th Regiment Memorial honors one of the first units of Black soldiers to serve in the US Civil War.

2 Historic House

Walk west on Beacon St, turn right onto Joy St and then left onto Pinckney St to the George Middleton House. Built in 1787, it’s among Beacon Hill’s oldest remaining homes. Middleton (1735–1815) was a veteran of the Revolutionary War and an influential Black activist and abolitionist.

3 Civil Rights Landmark

Continue west on Pinckney St to the Phillips School, a formerly white-only institution that became one of Boston’s first integrated schools in 1855.

4 Underground Railroad

The John J Smith House at 86 Pinckney St was a stop on the Underground Railroad. Smith worked tirelessly for the abolition of slavery and the integration of schools. During the Civil War, he was a recruiter for the African-American regiments, and he later served three terms in the Massachusetts House of Representatives.

5 Celebrated Black Church

Turn left on Cedar Lane Way, right on Mt Vernon St and right onto Charles St to the Charles Street Meeting House. Constructed in 1807, it was known as Charles Street AME Church from 1876 to 1939, when it became the largest of Boston’s Black churches.

6 Freedom Seekers’ Refuge

Walk north on Charles and then zigzag up to Phillips St, where the Lewis & Harriet Hayden House at No 66 was among Boston’s most active Underground Railroad safe houses.

7 Community Organizer

The John Coburn House at 2 Phillips St was home to an active member of the New England Freedom Association, an organization dedicated to assisting freedom seekers.

8 Historic Landmarks

Turn downhill on Irving St, right onto Cambridge St and right onto Joy St, where the Smith Court Residences housed many Black Bostonian families during the 1800s. The Black Heritage Trail ends at the Abiel Smith School and African Meeting House, which together comprise the Museum of African American History.



EXPERIENCES

Delve into Beacon Hill’s Black HistoryMuseum

map Google map

In the 18th and 19th centuries, a vibrant free Black community lived on the north slope of Beacon Hill. Two adjacent buildings comprise the Museum of African American History (maah.org, adult/child $15/8). Dating from 1835, the Abiel Smith School was the first public school for Black students in the United States. The building now houses changing exhibits about Boston’s Black heritage, with many items drawn from the museum’s collection of 3000-plus artifacts.

Next door, the African Meeting House is the oldest Black church in the United States. Many anti-slavery activists spoke here, including newspaper publisher and abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, abolitionist leader Frederick Douglass, and women’s rights and anti-slavery advocate Maria W Stewart. Guided tours walk through the history of Boston’s Black community and its fight for rights and justice.

The Museum of African American History is the final stop on the Black Heritage Trail.

Experience Genteel Beacon HillArea

Take a tour of the Nichols House Museum map Google map (nicholshousemuseum.org, adult/child $16/free) to admire the elegant interior of the 1804 townhouse and learn about the Nichols family. The star of the tour is former resident Rose Standish Nichols, who was a landscape designer, suffragette and all-around crafty woman whose work is on display around the house.

Established in 1807, the Boston Athenaeum map Google map (bostonathenaeum.org, adult/child $10/5) is one of the oldest libraries in the United States, with extensive collections of rare books and artworks. Reserve a spot on a one-hour guided Art & Architecture Tour to learn more about the building’s cultural heritage, or purchase a day pass to commune with the spirits of Louisa May Alcott, Nathaniel Hawthorne and other literary forebears.


Charlie on the MTA

The CharlieCard, the fare card for Boston’s transit system, takes its name from the song ‘Charlie on the MTA,’ about a man who didn’t have the nickel he needed to get off the train. The Metropolitan Transit Authority had proposed a fare hike requiring passengers to pay when both boarding and disembarking. In the song, the extra nickel that Charlie didn’t have condemned him to a never-ending underground ride. Did he ever return? No, he never returned, And his fate is still unlearn’d.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $ $ Midrange     $ $ $ Top End
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Eating

Breakfast & Lunch

Tatte$

map Google map

Go to this local bakeshop’s Charles St branch for coffee and pastries. 7am-8pm Mon-Sat, to 7pm Sun

Cobblestones$

map Google map

Stop into this Charles St storefront for breakfast, sandwiches and several kinds of soup. 8am-6pm

Paramount$$

map Google map

Popular for breakfast and brunch, this old-school diner serves comfort food throughout the day. 8am-9:30pm

Beacon Hill Books & Cafe$$

map Google map

This tiny cafe has a small but creative breakfast and lunch menu, plus prix-fixe suppers. 9am-9pm Tue-Sat, 11am-5pm Sun

Pizza

Florina Pizzeria & Paninoteca$

map Google map

Caters to politicos and neighbors with pizza and grilled panini directly behind the State House. 11am-8pm Mon-Fri

Figs$$

map Google map

Celeb chef Todd English’s gourmet pizzeria serves its popular pies on Charles St. 11:30am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Romantic Spots

Grotto$$$

map Google map

An intimate subterran-ean restaurant with a contemporary Italian menu. 5-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat

Ma Maison$$$

map Google map

This Cambridge St bistro specializes in French classics from onion soup to coq au vin. 11am-9:30pm

Beacon Hill Hotel & Bistro$$$

map Google map

Dig into salads, sand-wiches and local seafood in this contemporary dining room. 11:30am-2:30pm & 4:30-9:30pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri, 9:30am-3pm & 4:30-10pm Sat, to 8pm Sun

Seafood & Steak

75 Chestnut$$$

map Google map

Long-standing neigh-borhood eatery known for its crowd-pleasing seafood and steaks. 5-11pm Mon-Fri, from 10:30am Sat & Sun

Mooo....$$$

map Google map

This modern steakhouse indulges your carnivorous cravings. 7am-1:30pm & 5:30-9pm Mon-Fri, to 10pm Sat, 7am-1:30pm & 5:30-8:30pm Sun

[image: img]
Drinking

Pubs

Tip Tap Room

map Google map

A friendly pub offering ‘tips’ (steak, chicken, swordfish) and ‘taps’ (beers). 11:30am-10pm Mon-Wed, to midnight Thu & Fri, 10:30am-midnight Sat, to 10pm Sun






WALKING TOUR

Freedom Trail

Summon your inner Paul Revere and follow the red brick road of the Freedom Trail from Boston Common to the Bunker Hill Monument. This 2.5-mile walking trail is the best introduction to colonial-era Boston, tracing the locations that earned this town its status as the ‘birthplace of the Revolution.’


[image: jpg]


PLANNING TIP

Download the National Park Service (NPS) app for an excellent self-guided tour with insightful descriptions of 16-plus stops.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information about sites on the Freedom Trail



1 Boston Common

The Freedom Trail kicks off at the Boston Common, the country’s oldest public park and a centerpiece of the city. The 50-acre green is crisscrossed with walking paths and dotted with monuments. Don’t miss the memorial to Robert Gould Shaw and the all-Black 54th Regiment, which fought for the Union in the Civil War.

2 Massachusetts State House

Overlooking the Boston Common, the Massachusetts State House occupies a proud spot atop the city’s last remaining hill, land that was previously part of John Hancock’s cow pasture. Go inside for a free tour of the historic halls and the functioning seat of government.

3 Park Street Church

The soaring spire of Park Street Church has been an unmistakable landmark since 1809. The church earned the moniker ‘Brimstone Corner’ both for its usage as a gunpowder storage place during the War of 1812 and for its fiery preaching. Abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison delivered his first anti-slavery speech here in 1829, and a children’s choir first performed Samuel Francis Smith’s hymn ‘America (‘My Country ’Tis of Thee’)’ in 1931.

4 Granary Burying Ground

Next to the church, a pair of Egyptian Revival gates open to the Granary Burying Ground. Steeped in history, the serene cemetery is the final resting place of many of the Sons of Liberty, as well as the victims of the Boston Massacre and other historical figures.


5 King’s Chapel

At the corner of School St, the Georgian King’s Chapel overlooks its adjacent burying ground. It is perhaps an odd choice for inclusion on the Freedom Trail because it was founded as an Anglican church in 1688. It does, however, contain a large bell crafted by Paul Revere, and the prestigious Governor’s Pew, once occupied by George Washington.

The attached burying ground is the oldest in the city. Mary Chilton, who arrived on the Mayflower, and John Winthrop, the first governor of Massachusetts, are among those interred here.


RED BRICK ROAD

Follow the red brick road, a brick inlay in the sidewalk, occasionally punctuated by bronze markers, which denotes the route of the 2.5-mile Freedom Trail.




6 Site of the First Public School

On School St in front of Old City Hall, a plaque commemorates the site of the country’s first public school, founded in 1635. There is a statue of Benjamin Franklin, the school’s most famous dropout. Enter the courtyard to discover some of the school’s distinguished alumni and quirky artwork.

7 Old Corner Bookstore

The little brick building on the corner is aptly known as the Old Corner Bookstore. In the mid-19th century, it was the home of Ticknor & Fields, an influential publishing house that helped to shape American literature during this Golden Age. The company published Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter and Henry David Thoreau’s Walden, among many other titles.

8 Old South Meeting House

The Old South Meeting House saw the beginnings of one of the American Revolution’s most vociferous protests, the Boston Tea Party. Come off the street and learn the details of what went down that day.

[image: jpg]

Old South Meeting House | BORIS VETSHEV/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

9 Old State House

Before the Revolution, the seat of the Massachu-setts government was the Old State House, a striking redbrick colonial edifice. Inside, you can peruse historic artifacts and listen to firsthand accounts of Revolutionary events. Outside, gaze up at the balcony, where the Declaration of Independence was first read to Bostonians in 1776.


SPECIAL EVENTS

Boston celebrates Patriots’ Day (April 19) on the third Monday in April with parades and reenactments.

Charlestown marks Bunker Hill Day (June 17) on the Sunday before, with a parade and other festivities.

On December 16, history buffs reenact the debate at the Old South Meeting House and the Boston Tea Party at Griffin’s Wharf.



10 Boston Massacre Site

In front of the Old State House, the cobblestone circle marks the site of the Boston Massacre, which saw the Revolution’s first casualties in 1770. On March 5, an angry crowd of protesters threw snowballs and rocks at the British soldiers, who eventually fired into the crowd, killing five.

11 Faneuil Hall

Historic Faneuil Hall was Boston’s original market and public meeting place, built in 1740. Pause to admire the bronze statue of Samuel Adams, who sits astride his horse in Dock Sq. You can also ascend to the 2nd-floor hall, where Adams was one of the many orators to speak out against British rule. Don’t miss the insightful exhibit about the role of slavery in Boston’s history.


BEST GUIDED TOURS

Freedom Trail Foundation Guides in period costume cover the main Freedom Trail sites (thefreedomtrail.org).

Boston by Foot  ‘Boston by Little Feet’ is a truncated tour designed for kids (bostonbyfoot.org).

Ye Olde Tavern Tours Combines education and libation at Boston’s historic sites and pubs (yeoldetaverntours.com).

Photo Walks See the first 11 Freedom Trail sites, with plenty of time to take pictures (photowalks.com).



12 Paul Revere House

Cross the Rose Kennedy Greenway into the North End and head to charming North Sq, home to Paul Revere for 30 years. Tours of the clapboard house) shed light on Revere’s work and family life.

13 Old North Church

North on Hanover St, Paul Revere Mall contains a statue of the patriot himself. The park also provides a lovely view of your next destination, the Old North Church. Boston’s oldest house of worship, the 1723 church played a crucial role in Revolutionary events. Sign up for special tours to explore the creepy crypt and climb into the bell tower.

14 Copp’s Hill Burying Ground

Copp’s Hill Burying Ground contains some of the city’s oldest gravestones and offers grand views across the river to Charlestown. Look for the gravestone of Daniel Malcom, whose epitaph lauds him as ‘a true son of liberty, a friend to the public, an enemy of oppression, and one of the foremost in opposing the Revenue Acts on America.’ British soldiers apparently took offense at this claim and used the headstone for target practice, as evident from the bullet marks.


15 USS Constitution

Across the Charlestown Bridge is the Charlestown Navy Yard home of the world’s oldest commissioned warship, the USS Constitution. Board the ship for a tour of the upper decks, where you will learn about its exploits in the country’s earliest naval battles. The Navy Yard also contains a WWII destroyer, USS Cassin Young, as well as the excellent USS Constitution Museum.
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USS Constitution | WANGKUN JIA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

16 Bunker Hill Monument

Narrow streets wind up to the 220ft granite obelisk that is the Bunker Hill Monument. Peek in the nearby museum to see dioramas and artifacts from the momentous battle and then climb 294 steps to the top of the monument to enjoy the panorama of the city, the harbor and beyond.


QUICK BREAK

You have many opportunities for a quick break along the Freedom Trail, including the food trucks on Boston Common, the fast food stalls at Quincy Market and the pastry shops on Hanover St.








Explore

Back Bay

Before the 1850s, the Back Bay was – literally – a bay. When Boston was outgrowing its peninsula, the city reclaimed this swampy area along the Charles River, filling in the bog and creating more than 400 acres for the city to expand. The new district quickly became a desirable residential community, with wide avenues, handsome civic plazas and elegant architecture, which came to define the neighborhood. Back Bay’s focal point is Copley Sq, with its grand architectural landmarks. Newbury St is lined with art galleries and fashionable shops, and the Charles River bounds the neighborhood to the north, with delightful parklands along the bank.



[image: jpg]

See for eating and drinking listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-e-bikesjpg] Bicycle

Back Bay is one of Boston’s best neighborhoods for cycling, thanks to the protected bike lanes on the main thoroughfares and off-road paths on the Charles River Esplanade.

[image: icon-subwayjpg] Subway

The main branch of the Green Line runs the length of Boylston St, with stops at Arlington near the Public Garden, Copley at Copley Sq and Hynes at Mass Ave. The Orange Line is also useful for the Back Bay/South End stop in the southern part of the neighborhood.


THE BEST

CHURCH Trinity Church

BICYCLE RIDE Charles River Esplanade

SPLURGE Courtyard Tea Room

ART Krakow Witkin Gallery

UNUSUAL ATTRACTION Mapparium
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1Top Experiences

Boston Public LibraryE4

Trinity ChurchF4

Charles River EsplanadeE1




1Experiences

1Prudential CenterB5

2The ViewC5

3StratusC5

4BeaconC5

5Boston Marathon MemorialD4

6Mary Baker Eddy Library & MappariumB6

7Norman B Leventhal Map & Education CenterE5

8The NewburyG3

9Street BarG3

10Fairmont Copley PlazaE4

11OAK Long Bar + KitchenE5

12Gibson House MuseumF2

13Krakow Witkin GalleryG3

14Pellas GalleryF3

15Copley Society of ArtE4

16Guild of Boston ArtistsE4

17Emmanuel ChurchG3

18New Old South ChurchE4

19Berklee Performance CenterA6

20Red Room at Cafe 939B5




5Eating

21Saltie GirlE4

22MooncusserH4

23Trident Booksellers & CafeA5

24Krasi Meze & WineB5

25Life AliveG3

26Parish CafeG3

Moon Bar(see 22)

27PortoD5

28Cafe LandwerD4

29LA Burdick ChocolatesF4

30Flour Bakery & CafeF5




6Drinking

31Pavement CoffeehouseB5









TOP EXPERIENCE

Boston Public Library

When it opened in 1854, the Boston Public Library became the first free public library in the United States. Today, it remains ‘a shrine of letters’ and also contains a veritable museum of art and architecture and an elegant restaurant serving afternoon tea.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

For more information on the art and architecture of the beaux-arts McKim Building, download or pick up a brochure for a self-guided tour. Free guided tours take place several times a day.



[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours and tour information.

McKim Building

Designed by architect Charles Follen McKim, the McKim Building opened in 1895 to much acclaim. Highlights include Daniel Chester French’s enormous bronze doorways and Pierre Puvis de Chavannes’ inspirational murals. The central staircase terminates at the splendid Bates Hall Reading Room, with its impressive 50ft barrel-vaulted coffered ceilings. The 3rd floor features John Singer Sargent’s unfinished Judaic and Christian murals, which were criticized for anti-Semitic messages.

Courtyard Tea Room

Overlooking the library’s lovely Italianate courtyard is the eponymous restaurant, where guests can top off their visit with traditional afternoon tea. Come dressed for the occasion and indulge in sandwiches, scones and sweets accompanied by tea or tea-infused cocktails. Reserve in advance (thecateredaffair.com/courtyard-tea-room).

Boylston Street Building

The library’s more modern addition, designed by architect Philip Johnson, opened in 1972. While the boxy granite structure gave the library far more space, its austere design wasn’t particularly welcoming. Several decades later, when William Rawn Associates undertook the library’s next renovation, the firm enhanced the Boylston Street Building with a more hospitable entrance and large windows that allowed natural light to stream in.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Trinity Church

Architect Henry Hobson Richardson (1838–86) designed Trinity Church, with massive multi-toned granite and sand-stone face and rounded arches that came to define the Richardsonian Romanesque style. Consecrated in 1877 and anchoring the east side of Copley Sq, Trinity still has an active Episcopal congregation.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Before you leave Copley Sq, snap a photo of the church’s exterior reflected in the mirrored glass of the 200 Clarendon St tower, capturing Boston old and new.



[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours, prices and the events calendar.

Interior

The 33 arched windows represent some of the finest stained-glass work in the United States. Artist John La Farge (1835–1910), who was responsible for the church’s interior, designed five of these, including Christ Preaching, three turquoise panels that glow above the sanctuary’s west end.

With several other artists, La Farge painted a series of murals covering more than 21,500 sq ft of the church’s interior, mostly in the 100ft-high central tower. The artists completed most of this masterpiece in only five months.

Organ Concerts

With more than 7000 pipes under its grand dome, Trinity Church has the second largest organ in Boston. On Fridays from September to June, Trinity hosts a free 30-minute midday organ concert, the music resonating under the dome’s spectacular acoustics.

Special Exhibits

On the lower level, a thought-provoking exhibit examines the church’s role in New England’s slave economy in the 1700s and 1800s, its participation in the Black Lives Matter movement and ideas for how the institution can continue supporting diversity.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Charles River Esplanade

With waterfront walking and cycling paths, the Charles River Esplanade is a 3-mile riverside park, extending from the Museum of Science to the Boston University Bridge. While the hum of Storrow Dr traffic is a constant backdrop, it’s a leafy place to exercise with city and river views.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Check the calendar for a wide variety of events, including Zumba, yoga and running clubs, in addition to the lineup of concerts at the Hatch Memorial Shell.



[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for information about tours and events.

Hatch Memorial Shell

Conducted by Arthur Fiedler, the Boston Pops orchestra performed its first concert on the Charles River Esplanade in 1929 in a temporary ‘Music Oval.’ By 1941, a more enduring outdoor bandstand was completed, the Hatch Memorial Shell, now one of Boston’s most beloved music venues.

The don’t-miss Hatch Shell event is the annual Boston Pops July 4 concert, celebrating Independence Day with music and fireworks. Also look for GroundBeat, a series of free summer concerts featuring diverse local musicians.

Check out the larger-than-life bust of Arthur Fiedler across the footbridge on the Esplanade island.

Community Boating

For a different view of the city, go sailing or paddling or take a guided tour along the Charles River. Community Boating rents sailboats, kayaks and stand-up paddleboards between April and October. The dockmaster briefly interviews sailors to ensure they have prior sailing experience before going out on the water.

Charles River Bike Trail

From the Esplanade, a paved off-road cycling trail continues 8 miles west to Watertown Sq, offering a glimpse of spectacular cityscapes, inviting parklands and historic university campuses on the way. A parallel trail runs on the north shore of the river, making a 17-mile loop.

At the western end of the Esplanade, the Boston University campus is evident from the students lounging on BU Beach and from the striking CCDS building. The sprawling MIT campus occupies the north side of the river between the Longfellow Bridge and the BU Bridge. You can’t miss the iconic neoclassical Great Dome.

A few miles further west, redbrick facades line the sidewalks and cupolas decorate the skyline on both sides of the river as you pass through Harvard University. Continuing west, pleasant parkland lines both sides of the river until you reach the turnaround point at Watertown Sq.

To get a bicycle, use Bluebikes or rent from Urban AdvenTours. If you’re nervous about navigating on two wheels, the latter also offers guided bike rides along this route.
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Boston Pops July 4 concert | RICHARD CAVALLERI/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


QUICK BREAK

Right on the Esplanade, Night Shift Beer Garden is a breezy riverside establishment serving cold and frothy local brews daily from May to October.





WALKING TOUR

Walk Back Bay

When the Back Bay neighborhood was created, many local congregations took the opportunity to build grand churches in the elegant new district. From majestic Trinity Church to more recent ecclesiastical structures, Back Bay’s churches provide an architectural history of the neighborhood.


START

Arlington Street Church

END

First Church of Christ, Scientist

LENGTH

1.3 miles; 1 hour
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1 Back Bay Original

The cornerstone of Arlington Street Church was laid opposite the Public Garden in 1860, beginning the construction of the first public building in the newly created Back Bay. Boston architect Arthur Gilman modeled the brownstone exterior after London’s St Martin-in-the-Fields. Inside, the sanctuary has what’s considered the largest collection of Tiffany stained-glass windows in a single church.

2 Stunning Stained Glass

Around the corner, Emmanuel Church was the first building on newly filled Newbury St when it opened in 1861. The interior features soaring ceilings, marble floors and vibrant stained-glass windows. The centerpiece is Emmanuel’s Land, a magnificent 15-panel opalescent window by Frederic Crowninshield depicting a pilgrim’s spiritual journey.

3 American Gothic

West on Newbury St, Central Church – now the Church of the Covenant – was also built in the 1860s. The Gothic Revival beaut features a soaring 240ft steeple. Inside, the stained-glass windows, ornate mosaics and elaborate chandelier were all designed by Tiffany & Co.

4 Pearl of Boston Architecture

Head south to Boylston St and stroll two blocks west to Copley Sq, the site of Boston’s most iconic architectural landmarks, including the stunning Trinity Church. You’ll want to pop inside to admire La Farge’s stained-glass windows and richly colored murals, in addition to architect Henry Hobson Richardson’s signature rough-hewn, multihued stone exterior.

5 Old is New

Further west, the magnificent puddingstone Venetian Gothic structure is called New Old South Church because up until 1875 the congregation worshipped in the Old South Church on Milk St (now the Old South Meeting House). The Congregational church has an impressive collection of stained-glass windows and an organ that was rescued from a Minneapolis church before it was demolished.

6 The Mother Church

From Boylston St, turn south on Exeter St and continue southwest on Huntington Ave to the 14-acre plaza near Mass Ave. Built in 1972, the First Church of Christ, Scientist overlooks a nearly 700ft-long reflecting pool. The 14,000-pipe organ inside the so-called ‘Mother Church’ is the city’s largest. Check the website (christianscience.com/find-us/visit-the-mother-church/tour-the-mother-church) for a schedule of free guided tours.



EXPERIENCES

The View at the PruViewpoint

The 52-story Prudential Center map Google map has been a Back Bay landmark since it was constructed in 1964. The Pru contains an upscale shopping mall and several food outlets, but the main reason to visit is The View map Google map (viewboston.com, adult/child $25/10), the multilevel observation deck on the top floors.

The View experience starts at the top, where 23ft-tall windows show off vistas to the Boston Harbor Islands and the airport; across the Charles River to Cambridge; and over Fenway-Kenmore and South Boston. On a clear day, you can see the gentle rises of the Blue Hills to the south and New Hampshire’s mountains on the northern horizon.

Afterward, descend to the 51st floor for a drink at Stratus map Google map. You can also sit or stroll along the highest outdoor terrace in New England.

On the 50th floor, multimedia exhibits tell more about the city landmarks, festivals and neighborhoods, while an immersive theater shows virtual tours. Beacon map Google map offers fine dining with fabulous views all around.

Map the WorldLibrary

Mapmaking may be becoming a lost art, but the Back Bay has two attractions for the geographically inclined. Part of the massive Christian Science Church complex, the Mapparium map Google map (marybakereddylibrary.org, adult/child $6/free) is an immersive, stained-glass representation of the world as it existed in 1935. On 20-minute guided tours, you follow a walkway inside the three-story-tall globe, where an illuminated presentation about this unusual map details its history and points out how the geographic boundaries have changed since that time.

Inside the Boston Public Library, the Norman B Leventhal Map & Education Center map Google map (leventhalmap.org, free) mounts changing exhibitions about mapmakers’ presentations of Boston (and other destinations) over time. A recent exhibit showed how Boston’s transit system maps have evolved.

Sleep at the City’s Poshest AddressesHotel

Overlooking the Public Garden, the Ritz-Carlton Hotel was among the city’s most fashionable lodgings in its most fashionable district when the brick structure was completed in 1927. The Ritz has since relocated to a contemporary building downtown, but its former Newbury St property is once again a hotel, The Newbury map Google map (thenewburyboston.com). Even if you don’t stay at this luxe lodging, stop into its classic Street Bar map Google map for a cocktail or take the elevator to the 17th-floor Italian restaurant, Contessa (contessaristorante.com), where the wraparound windows overlook the entire city.

The Museum of Fine Arts was located on Copley Sq from 1876 until 1909. The former museum site became another posh hotel, Copley Plaza, now Fairmont Copley Plaza map Google map (fairmont.com/copley-plaza-boston). When the property opened in 1912, Boston Mayor ‘Honey Fitz’ Fitzgerald, the grandfather of JFK, hosted a reception for more than 1000 guests. Have a drink at the OAK Long Bar + Kitchen map Google map (oaklongbarkitchen.com) to imagine the settings that these early guests enjoyed.


Boston Marathon Memorial

In 2013, two bombs exploded near the finish line of the Boston Marathon, causing three deaths and hundreds of injuries. The Boston Marathon Memorial map Google map, with four glass and bronze columns illuminating the sky over Boylston St, remembers the three who lost their lives: 29-year-old Krystle Campbell from Medford, Massachusetts; Lingzi Lu, age 23, from Shenyang, China; and Martin Richard, an eight-year-old from Dorchester, Massachusetts. Installed in 2019, the memorial also honors MIT officer Sean Collier, whom the bombers shot and killed in Cambridge, and Sergeant Dennis Simmonds, who died in 2014 after suffering a severe head injury caused by an explosion the bombers set off in Watertown.



Experience Victorian Times at the Gibson House MuseumMuseum

map Google map

The matriarch of a well-to-do Boston Brahmin clan, Catherine Hammond Gibson wanted to be among the first residents of the reclaimed Back Bay. In the 1850s, she constructed a five-story Renaissance Revival–style home outfitted with Japanese wallpaper, a commodious music room, and enough space to house her family and their live-in servants. Take a 45-minute tour of the Gibson House Museum (thegibsonhouse.org, adult/child $12/5) to learn about neighborhood life in the late 1800s and early 1900s when the Gibson family occupied this Beacon St townhouse.

Three Gibson generations occupied the house until Catherine’s passing in 1888. Charles’ and Rosamond’s son, Charles Hammond Gibson Jr, a writer, musician and gay man known as Charlie, ultimately inherited the home. To learn more about Charlie and LGBTIQ+ life in early-20th-century Boston, join one of the Gibson House’s specialized tours, Charlie Gibson’s Queer Boston.



MUSIC IN THE BACK BAY

Trinity Church

map

Stop into this Copley Square landmark for its weekly midday organ recitals.

Emmanuel Church

map Google map

Emmanuel Music, the resident ensemble, performs sacred music between September and May.

New Old South Church

map Google map

The church hosts concerts by the Boston Choral Ensemble, Back Bay Chorale and other local groups.

Berklee Performance Center

map Google map

Concerts and other events take to the stage at the 1215-seat Berklee College of Music’s theater.

Red Room at Cafe 939

map Google map

Diverse up-and-coming musicians perform in this all-ages venue.



Amble Among the Art on Newbury StreetGallery

Newbury St is one of Back Bay’s most fashionable thoroughfares, especially for shoppers and art lovers, with numerous free-to-visit galleries located along the street. If you’d like to preview what’s on view, check the listings at the ArtForum Art Guide (artguide.artforum.com/artguide/place/boston).

Stroll west from the Public Garden and stop into any art space that catches your eye as you stroll. Krakow Witkin Gallery map Google map (krakowwitkingallery.com) is one of the city’s most prominent galleries, focusing on conceptual art. Further along, Pellas Gallery map Google map (pellasgallery.com) features works by emerging artists, most with local connections.

The Copley Society of Art map Google map (copleysociety.org) is the oldest nonprofit arts association in the United States, representing 300-plus artists, which guarantees a diverse range of styles and media. By contrast, the nearby Guild of Boston Artists map Google map (guildofbostonartists.org) is dedicated to traditional representational painting and sculpture.

Tip: One of the nicest times to wander along Newbury St is on Sundays between July and October during Open Newbury Street when the road is closed to car traffic.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $ $ Midrange     $ $ $ Top End
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Eating

Special Occasions

Saltie Girl $$$

map Google map

Seafood specialties in a Back Bay brownstone. 11am-10pm Mon-Wed, to 11pm Thu-Sat, 11am-9pm Sun

Mooncusser $$$

map Google map

Inventive multicourse tasting menus inside this wedge-shaped building. 5:30-9:30pm Tue-Thu, from 5pm Fri & Sat

Brunch

Trident Booksellers & Cafe $

map Google map

Bookshelves surround the tables inside this coffeehouse that offers light meals and weekend brunch. 8am-10pm

Krasi Meze & Wine $$

map Google map

Enjoy dinner or weekend brunch with modern Greek flavors. 5-11pm Mon-Fri, 10am-3pm & 5-11pm Sat & Sun

Light Bites

Life Alive $

map Google map

Bright vegetarian bistro is part of a local chainlet, serving grain bowls, wraps and juices. 7am-9pm

Parish Cafe $$

map Google map

Local chefs created the recipes for the varied sandwiches at this long-standing eatery. 11:30am-midnight Sun-Wed, to 2am Thu-Sat

Moon Bar $$

map Google map

Mooncusser’s more casual sibling, this street-level bar serves enticing small plates with equatorial flavors. 5-10:30pm Tue-Thu, to 11:30pm Fri & Sat

Italian & Mediterranean

Porto $$$

map Google map

Noted chef Jody Adams co-founded Porto near the Prudential Center, prepares coastal-Italian dishes. 5-9pm Tue-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat

Cafe Landwer $$

map Google map

Coffee and pastries in this Israeli-influenced cafe that also serves Mediterranean meals. 8am-9pm

Bakeries & Cafes

LA Burdick Chocolates $

map Google map

Clarendon St chocolatier has several varieties of hot chocolate, indulgent cakes and handmade bonbons. 8am-9pm

Flour Bakery & Cafe $

map Google map

Don’t miss the sticky buns and creative sandwiches at this popular bakeshop’s branch near Back Bay station. 7am-7pm Mon-Fri, 8am-6pm Sat & Sun
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Drinking

Coffee

Pavement Coffeehouse

map Google map

Independent coffee shop and roastery with several locations, including this cafe in a lower-level Newbury St townhouse. 7am-4pm






Explore

Fenway-Kenmore

Like neighboring Back Bay, much of the Fenway-Kenmore area was swampy marshland until it was filled in and built up to accommodate the growing city in the late 19th century. Frederick Law Olmsted designed a picturesque parkland called the Back Bay Fens, and handsome edifices of esteemed cultural and educational institutions sprouted along its edge. Today Huntington Ave, aka the ‘Avenue of the Arts,’ represents a concentrated area of major and minor cultural venues. This neighborhood is also the epicenter of student life and the home of the Boston Red Sox, drawing club-goers and baseball fans.
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See for eating and drinking listings
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Fenway Park | MARCIO JOSE BASTOS SILVA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Getting Around

[image: icon-subwayjpg] Subway

West of the center, the Green Line of the T forks into four branches, so you have to pay attention not only to the color of your train but also its letter (B, C, D or E). To reach Kenmore Sq or Fenway Park, take any of the Green Line trains except the E branch to Kenmore T station. Sights along Huntington Ave in Fenway are accessible from the E branch (Museum of Fine Arts stop) or the Orange Line (Ruggles station).


THE BEST

UNIQUE ART MUSEUM Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum

STREET ART Northeastern University

PRE-GAME DRINKS Bleacher Bar

FOOD HALL Time Out Market

LIVE MUSIC Boston Symphony Orchestra
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1Top Experiences

Fenway ParkC2

Museum of Fine ArtsD4

Isabella Stewart Gardner MuseumC4




1Experiences

1Bleacher BarC2

2Statues of Red Sox GreatsC2

3David Ortiz DriveC2

4MassArt Art MuseumD4

5Northeastern UniversityD4

6Time Out MarketB2

7Rink at 401 ParkB3

8Trillium BrewingB3

9Boston Symphony OrchestraE3

10Symphony HallE3

11New England ConservatoryE4

12Berklee College of MusicE2

13Coit ObservatoryA1

14Lansdowne PubC2

15Bill’s BarD2

Cheeky Monkey Brewing(see 15)

Loretta’s Last Call(see 15)




5Eating

16PhinistaC3

17Cafe SauvageE1

18El PelonC3

19Tasty BurgerC2

20Eventide FenwayC2




6Drinking

21Pavement CoffeehouseE2

22HojokoC2

23Citizen Public HouseC3

24Fool’s ErrandB3

25Cask ’n’ FlagonC2

26BullpenC2

27NathálieB2









TOP EXPERIENCE

Fenway Park

Home of the Boston Red Sox since 1912, Fenway Park is the oldest operating ballpark in the country and an obligatory pilgrimage site for baseball fans. What makes Fenway so special are the many quirks of its century-old construction, which often alter the course of games.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

For last-minute tickets, monitor ticket resale websites like tickpick.com or gametime.co. A limited number of day-of tickets go on sale 90 minutes before game time at Gate E.
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Scan this QR code for prices and schedules.

Green Monster

Fenway’s most famous feature is the Green Monster, the high, close left-field wall. It’s popular among right-handed hitters, who can score an easy home run with a high hit to left. However, a powerful line drive might bounce off the Monster, turning a would-be home run into an off-the-wall double.

At the base of the Green Monster is the original scoreboard, still updated manually from behind the wall.

Other Fenway Features

The Pesky Pole, Fenway’s right-field foul pole, is named for former shortstop Johnny Pesky, who played for the Red Sox for 15 years and coached for 46, until his death in 2012. Look also for the lone Red Seat in the bleachers, which marks the longest home run ever hit at Fenway (by Ted Williams, of course).

Games & Tours

The best way to experience the thrill of Fenway Park is to watch the Olde Towne Team do its thing from April through October. You can also learn about the ballpark’s history year-round by taking a tour, where you visit the press box, the visiting team’s locker room and the Green Monster seats.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Museum of Fine Arts

Boston’s premier art venue, the Museum of Fine Arts (MFA) occupies a handsome neoclassical building overlooking the Fens. The holdings encompass all eras, making it truly encyclopedic in scope. It has too much to see in one visit, so choose a wing to explore.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Rent a guided multimedia tour to provide extra insight into the museum’s highlights. Live guided tours are also available throughout the day.
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Scan this QR code for prices and opening hours.

Art of the Americas

The pride of the museum is the four-story Americas wing, with art from the pre-Columbian era (on the lower level) up through the 20th century (on the top floor). On level one, you’ll find treasures from colonial-era Boston, as well as an incomparable collection of paintings by John Singleton Copley. A highlight of the second level is the gallery dedicated to John Singer Sargent.

European Works

The collection of European art in the northern wing covers all eras, with highlights from the Italian Renaissance and an impressive display of impressionists and postimpressionists. Seven galleries showcase Dutch and Flemish fabulousness. Feast your eyes on some 100 paintings by Golden Age masters, including five by Rembrandt.

Art of Asia & the Ancient World

In the southwestern wing, the MFA’s collection of Asian art includes the serene Buddhist Temple room.

In the southeastern wing, wide-ranging displays of ancient art include two rooms of mummies in the Egyptian galleries.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum

A celebrated 19th-century socialite and patron of the arts, Isabella Stewart Gardner constructed this handsome, Venetian-style palazzo overlooking the Fens to house her fantastic art collection. Now a delightful museum, it contains some 2500 pieces of art and artifacts.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The Gardner is a small museum, which limits the number of guests at any given time. Book tickets in advance, especially on weekends and during vacation weeks.
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Scan this QR code for prices and opening hours.

Cloisters & Courtyard

The museum’s centerpiece is the delightful four-story courtyard, filled with lush greenery, seasonal blooms and evocative sculptures. Cloisters encircle the courtyard, paved with Islamic tiling. A somber Spanish Chapel anchors one corner, while another is adorned by a Moorish arch framing John Singer Sargent’s painting El Jaleo.

The Collections

Isabella’s collections occupy rooms on all three floors, including many paintings by John Singer Sargent – she was one of his biggest patrons. Note the empty frames, where stolen paintings once hung. On the 3rd floor, the Titian Room centers on his famous rendition of The Rape of Europa. The Gothic Room features Sargent’s remarkable (and rather controversial) portrait of Isabella herself.

Piano Building

Isabella’s will stipulated that her art-filled palazzo never be altered, so it took some finagling to get permission to construct the so-called Piano Building addition on the south side of the building. The space includes a lovely concert hall and a vibrant art-in-residency program – all in effort to share Isabella’s love for art and culture with the community. Concerts take place on Sunday afternoons and the occasional Thursday evening.



WALKING TOUR

Walk Fenway-Kenmore

Winding from Boylston St in the east to Brookline Ave in the west, the Back Bay Fens is a string of gardens and greens that offers a welcome retreat for urban dwellers – and visitors like you. A loop around the entire park is 2.5 miles, but the fun of the Fens lies in exploring the interior.


START

Boylston Street Bridge

END

Peterborough St

LENGTH

1.5 miles; 1 hour
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1 Bridge Over Troubled Water

In the 19th century, landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted designed the Back Back Fens as a wetlands park to absorb dangerous flood waters from the surrounding neighborhoods. Start your tour at the prettily arched stone Boylston Street Bridge, which crosses the Muddy River. Like most of the bridges in the Fens, it was designed by Olmsted’s adopted son, John.

2 Historic Gardens

The eastern end of the Fens is mostly occupied by Victory Gardens, the country’s only remaining such space, originally planted in 1941 to raise food during wartime. Nowadays, these community gardens are still well cared for and prolific.

3 The Wilds of the Fens

Walk over the Agassiz Bridge, another exquisite creation by John Olmsted, with its multiple arches and rough-cut stonework. You’ll pass the so-called Duck House, a former public restroom that was damaged in a fire, now waiting to be repurposed.

4 Architecture in the Park

Along the Fenway, look for a mini architectural masterpiece, designed by Henry Hobson Richardson of Trinity Church fame. The former pumping station now houses the Shattuck Visitor Center for the Emerald Necklace Conservancy. From May to October, the Conservancy offers free guided tours of the Back Bay Fens.

5 Roses Abloom

Cross back to the west side, where the river bends around a WWII memorial and a Japanese temple bell that was a postwar peace offering. Here is also the elegant Kelleher Rose Garden. It’s open from April to November and at its glorious peak when it’s in full bloom in June.

6 Urban Action

Further south, the Fens becomes a more functional urban park, with ballfields, basketball courts and a track around Clemente Field. This area is Fenway’s big backyard, where the neighborhood’s many apartment-dwellers come for fresh air, exercise and recreation.

7 Pit Stop

If you’ve worked up your appetite, you’re in luck: a row of welcoming, affordable restaurants is just a few steps away on Peterborough St. Grab tasty tacos at El Pelon or linger over Vietnamese sweet and savory sandwiches at Phinista.



EXPERIENCES

Walk Around Fenway ParkStadium

Baseball fans, take a walk around the outside of Fenway Park to learn the local lore about the Red Sox and the historic ballpark. Start at Gate A, the main entrance on Lansdowne St. The famous street is lined with bars, but the coolest place to pre-game is the Bleacher Bar map (bleacherbarboston.com). You enter from the street, but the bar is tucked beneath the bleachers, with a big window looking out onto center field.

Around the corner, outside of Gate B, are a series of statues of Red Sox greats map Google map, including Carl Yastrzemsky (aka Yaz), Johnny Pesky and, of course, Ted Williams, who is still widely regarded as the greatest hitter in baseball history.

Turn right on Jersey St and continue across Brookline Ave onto David Ortiz Drive map Google map, named for the beloved Red Sox slugger in 2017. His big red number 34 is also here, along with the retired numbers of other Red Sox legends.

Find Fenway’s Unexpected ArtGallery

It’s no secret that Fenway is Boston’s artistic heart and the site of its most venerable artistic institutions, but this neighborhood is more than its famous venues. After visiting the MFA or the Gardner, spend a few hours discovering art in unexpected places.

The Massachusetts College of Art and Design, better known as MassArt, is the country’s only public college of art, opened in 1873. The college showcases work by students, faculty and alumni at the on-site MassArt Art Museum map Google map (maam.massart.edu, free), open Thursday through Sunday. Prepare to have your mind blown – or at least opened – by the innovative and experimental art on display.

Fenway is also rich in public art, especially around the campus of Northeastern University map Google map. Walk around the blocks between Huntington Ave, Forsyth St and Ruggles St to discover a veritable museum of outdoor art, including the exuberant paintings of Silvia López Chavez covering the exterior of the Ruggles T station.


Jersey Street, Then & Now

For decades, the road on the west side of Fenway Park was called Yawkey Way, after a former Red Sox owner. In 2018, city officials changed it back to its original name of Jersey St. Though revered for the work of his family foundation, Tom Yawkey resisted efforts to racially integrate his baseball team, passing on opportunities to sign baseball greats Jackie Robinson and Willie Mays. The Red Sox were the last all-white team in the major leagues. Current Red Sox owner John Henry advocated for reverting the street name, telling local newspapers he was ‘haunted’ by the club’s history.



Sample the Best of Boston’s Dining at Time Out MarketFood hall

map Google map

With its distinctive square tower, the art deco Landmark Center was built in 1928 for Sears Roebuck & Co. Now it houses Time Out Market (timeoutmarket.com/boston), which includes 15 eateries, two bars and a demo kitchen. It’s like a food court, except classier, tastier and 100% Boston. From Cusser’s lobster rolls to Michael Schlow’s pasta and the Cushmans’ high-art sushi, the best of Boston dining is all right here in Fenway.

Embrace Winter at the Landmark CenterIce skating

Want to chase away the winter blues? Head to the outdoor Rink at 401 Park map Google map (therink401park.com) at the Landmark Center for a whirl around the ice. If ice-skating around in a circle doesn’t sound exciting enough, come for broomball or ice flow yoga. Skates are available to rent.

After one too many falls, you deserve a treat from Trillium Brewing map Google map (trilliumbrewing.com) or Time Out Market. For an irresistible winter warm-up, we recommend noodle soup from Ms Cluck’s Deluxe, Saigon Coffee from Say Coffee Co or a ‘roasty’ stout from Trillium. You earned it!


BEST QUEER CULTURE

Boston Gay Men’s Chorus

BGMC (bgmc.org) has more than 40 years of history of singing with pride. The chorus has traveled the world – to places such as Poland and the Middle East – raising their voices against hatred and homophobia. BGMC performs at Jordan Hall.

The Theater Offensive (TTO)

Dedicated to theater by and for queer and trans folx since 1989, TTO (thetheateroffensive.org) explores queer themes, hosts theater festivals and supports LGBTIQ+ artists. TTO is constructing a permanent home, Boylston Black Box, expected to open in Fenway in 2024.



Hear from Fenway’s Master MusiciansLive music

Musical notes waft out every window in the southeastern corner of Fenway, where two prestigious music academies and one world-famous symphony orchestra are packed into a six-block area. Whatever music you wish to hear – classical, contemporary or something in between – you can probably catch a first-rate live performance.

The queen of Boston cultural institutions is the Boston Symphony Orchestra map Google map (bso.org), which entertains listeners at spectacular Symphony Hall map Google map. In addition to the orchestra, chamber music and choral performances sometimes take place as well.

Across the street, the New England Conservatory map Google map (necmusic.edu) is the country’s oldest music school and something of a feeder to the BSO. The NEC offers a packed calendar of concerts and recitals by students and faculty at the Conservatory’s Jordan Hall, and most are free of charge.

Nearby at the Berklee College of Music map Google map (berklee.edu), programs focus on contemporary music, especially jazz and modern American music.


Star Light, Star Bright

On Wednesday nights when the skies are clear, the Boston University astronomy department welcomes the public into the Coit Observatory map Google map to peer through its fancy telescopes and gaze into the heavens. Actual astronomers are on hand to tell you where to look and what you are seeing. It’s the middle of Boston, so it’s not the darkest sky in the world, but the lenses are powerful, and the company is knowledgeable. Reserve your spot (for free!) the Thursday before (bu.edu/astronomy/community/open-night-observatory). Be quick because events book up quickly.



Bar Crawl on Lansdowne StreetBar

For a fun night out, head to Lansdowne St, where bars and clubs line up along the north side. Lansdowne Pub map Google map (lansdownepubboston.com) is a friendly Irish pub with live music and fun events every night of the week. Calling itself Fenway’s original music venue, Bill’s Bar map Google map (billsbarboston.com) has been around longer than any of the other places on this strip. Stop by for comedy on Fridays, DJs on Saturdays and reggae on Sundays. Head to Cheeky Monkey Brewing map Google map (luckystrikeent.com/location/cheeky-monkey-brewing-co) for a rotating selection of beers, an eclectic food menu and live music (or DJ) from Thursday to Saturday, plus pool and ping-pong.

Loretta’s Last Call map Google map (lorettaslastcall.com) is Boston’s best country bar – though it’s a small pool – and is beloved among southern transplants and anyone with a country soul. Drop in for line dancing on Tuesday and live music every other night of the week. Don’t miss the Backdoor Donuts pop-up (at the side door, really, but close enough).



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $ $ Midrange     $ $ $ Top End
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Eating

International Bites

Phinista $

map Google map

A delightful French-Vietnamese cafe, serving sweet crepes and savory banh mi sandwiches. 9:30am-6pm

Cafe Sauvage $$

map Google map

Convivial and delightfully Parisian. The menu mixes French classics and eclectic international fare. 8am-3pm Tue, to 9pm Wed & Thu, 8am-10pm Fri, from 9am Sat, 9am-9pm Sun

Fast & Friendly

El Pelon $

map Google map

Favorite for burritos and tacos, especially the taco pescado, made with crispy cod and topped with chili mayo. 11am-10pm

Tasty Burger $

map Google map

New location, but never fear – the burgers are still tasty. 11am-2am

Eventide Fenway $$

map Google map

Just-shucked oysters and brown-butter lobster rolls followed by soft-serve ice cream. 11am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat

[image: img]
Drinking

Coffee

Pavement Coffeehouse

map Google map

Cozy up with coffee and bagels in this bohemian rhapsody, located in a former drum shop near Berklee. 7am-4pm

Cocktails

Hojoko

map Google map

Self-described ‘rock-n-roll sushi tavern.’ The food, drinks and vibe are funky, fun, and on point. 11:30am-10pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Citizen Public House

map Google map

A dark, enticing whiskey bar with raw oysters and craft cocktails. 5pm-1am Mon-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat, to 5-10pm Sun

Fool’s Errand

map Google map

A standing-room-only setting for fancy drinks and bites. 5pm-midnight Wed-Sat

Before the Sox Game

Cask ’n’ Flagon

map Google map

Serving the Fenway faithful since 1969. 11:30am-midnight Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat

Bleacher Bar

map Google map

Beneath the bleachers at Fenway Park – there’s a waiting list for a window seat. 11:30am-midnight Mon-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat, 11:30am-10pm Sun

Bullpen

map Google map

Gritty but endearing place with a secret entrance (for ticket holders) onto Jersey St. 3pm-midnight Mon-Thu, to 2am Fri, 10:30am-2am Sat, 10am-10pm Sun

Wine Bars

Nathálie

map Google map

Spot serving small-production wines and delicious nibbles. 3-11pm Tue-Thu, to midnight Fri, noon-midnight Sat






Explore

South End

Like other Boston neighborhoods, the South End was built on reclaimed land during the city’s 19th-century growth spurt. Architect Charles Bulfinch laid out the streets in the style of a genteel English residential neighborhood, with Victorian row houses and pocket gardens. In subsequent years, the neighborhood fell on hard times, but, in the 1990s, the South End was claimed and cleaned up by the LGBTIQ+ community, and artists turned a former industrial area into a vibrant arts district. Nowadays, the South End is one of the city’s most dynamic neighborhoods, maintaining the refinement of its Victorian roots and embracing a modern, creative vibe.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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South End architecture | CHRIS FREDA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Getting Around

[image: icon-subwayjpg] Subway

It’s a half-mile walk from Back Bay station (on the Orange Line) to the heart of the South End, and twice as far to the SoWa Arts & Design District. Be cautious about walking around at night in the southern part of the neighborhood.

[image: icon-busajpg] Bus

The Silver Line offers two efficient bus services – the SL4 from South Station and the SL5 from Downtown Crossing – that run down Washington St. You can transfer for free from the subway.


THE BEST

LIVE MUSIC Wally’s Cafe

LGBTIQ+ NIGHTLIFE Club Cafe

SCENIC SQUARE Union Park

SHOPPING SoWa Open Market

INTERNATIONAL DINING Coppa Enoteca
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1Experiences

1SoWa Artists GuildG5

2SoWa Open MarketH6

3Underground at Ink BlockH4

4Clay LoungeG5

5Boston Fiber CoG5

6WylloG6

7Jacques CabaretF1

8Club CafeD2

9Cathedral StationF4

10Wally’s CafeA5

11Charlie’s Sandwich ShoppeB4

12Alpha GalleryG5

13Boston Sculptors GalleryG5

14Bromfield GalleryG5

15MassArt x SoWaH6

16Mills GalleryE3




5Eating

17Metropolis CafeD4

18BeehiveE3

Charlie’s Sandwich Shoppe(see 11)

19Anoush’ellaD6

20PiccoE3

21Coppa EnotecaF4

22Bar MezzanaG4

23Myers + ChangF4

24Elephant WalkE5

25Lobstah on a RollA5

26Bootleg SpecialF2

27AtlánticoF5

28B&G OystersE4




6Drinking

29Berkeley PerkE2

30Sip of JoyC5

31Blackbird DoughnutsE3

32Barcelona Wine BarE3

33CosmicaE3

34Delux CafeD3

35Five Horses TavernA4




7Shopping

36Sault New EnglandD4

37Bos. ShopD4

38GiftedD4

Stitch & Tickle(see 5)

Wyllo(see 6)

39Dahlia GalleryF5









WALKING TOUR

Walk the South End

The South End is a neighborhood of redbrick row houses and residential parks, reminiscent of Victorian London. In fact, this is the country’s largest collection of Victorian row houses, distinguished by graceful bowed windows, cast-iron railings and front gardens. This 1-mile walk shows off some of its loveliest spots in the South End.


START

Titus Sparrow Park

END

Union Park

LENGTH

1 mile; 1 hour

[image: jpg]


1 Green Space

Start at Titus Sparrow Park, a popular gathering spot in the western end of the neighborhood. Tennis and basketball courts and playscapes attract the young and active, while the outdoor stage hosts summer concerts.

2 Victorian Gentility

Heading south, Rutland Square is a perfect example of a Victorian residential square, its elegant houses facing a fenced-in linear park. Be sure to look back to admire the dramatic Gothic spire of Union Church, built in 1870. At the southern end of Rutland Square, take a quick detour to see tiny Haven St and its lovely community garden, and then continue to Washington St.

3 Final Resting Place

On the south side of Washington (behind the wall) is the South End Burying Ground, a so-called ‘paupers’ grave’ dating from 1810. It’s a historic but somewhat creepy place. The cemetery has only about a dozen grave markers, even though more than 10,000 souls are buried here. Back in the day, the gallows stood at the east end of the grounds.

4 Twin Parks

Walk northeast on Washington St, cutting between the attractive twin parks on either side of the street, Franklin Square and Blackstone Square, with matching fountains at their centers. Architect Charles Bulfinch intended Washington St to divert around one large park, but it was split in the interest of traffic efficiency.

5 Holy Shrine

Further along, the imposing neo-Gothic edifice of the Cathedral of the Holy Cross (1875) serves as the seat of the archbishop for the Archdiocese of Boston. If the church is open, take a peek inside at the exquisite rose window, depicting King David playing his harp.

6 Loveliest Street

Turn back north and walk to Union Park. This is, perhaps, the South End’s most perfectly preserved residential square, with an elliptical park at its center and handsome houses all around. The street terminates at Tremont St near the Boston Center for the Arts.



EXPERIENCES

See Artists at Work in the SoWa Art & Design DistrictGallery

The area south of Washington St (now known as SoWa) is Boston’s most active contemporary art district. Visit during open-studio events on Sunday (11am to 4pm) or the first Friday of the month (5pm to 9pm). During open studio events, the SoWa Artists Guild map Google map (sowaartists.com) buzzes with energy. Visitors pop in and out of the venues that line Thayer St. The galleries serve wine and cheese, and artists are on hand to talk about their work.

You can also go upstairs at 450 Harrison Ave to three floors of artist studios. Every medium is represented, including some you did not know existed. On Sundays from May to October, there’s even more to browse (and buy!), as the SoWa Open Market map Google map (sowaboston.com) sets up in the parking lot behind the building.

Afterward, stroll two blocks north to a different kind of art venue. Underground at Ink Block map Google map (undergroundinkblock.com) has electrifying street murals in the shadow of the highway.

Get Crafty in SoWaArts & crafts

Has all this art got your creative juices flowing? SoWa is not just for other people’s art! You can try your hand at a craft, including pottery, fiber arts, mosaics and more.

Clay Lounge map Google map (clayloungeboston.com) is a busy pottery studio and gallery, with a full schedule of classes on working with clay. Friday night workshops allow newbies to get their hands dirty and create something cool.

Next door at Boston Fiber Company map Google map (bostonfibercompany.com), classes focus on everything from knitting and needle felting to metal weaving. Classes occur Tuesday through Thursday evenings and Saturday afternoons. All the materials you need to complete your project are provided.

Across Thayer St, Saturday afternoon workshops at Wyllo map Google map focus on all kinds of crafts, from calligraphy to candle making.

A few members of the SoWa Artists Guild offer classes in their studios during the First Friday Open Studios events.

Go Out in Queer BostonBar

The number of night spots catering specifically to LGBTIQ+ clientele has dwindled in recent years, but the South End is still a sure bet for a night out on the town for folx of all persuasions.

On a quiet street in Bay Village, Jacques Cabaret map Google map (jacquescabaret.com) is Boston’s oldest gay bar, renowned for its fabulous drag shows six nights a week. Saturday nights with Dee Dee DeRay are hot, hot, hot! Reservations are essential.

Club Cafe map Google map (clubcafe.com) is a bigger, glossy, gay nightlife extravaganza on the edge of Back Bay. It has a full calendar of events, from drag bingo to tea dances. The CC weekend dance parties are where it’s at.

In the heart of the South End is the friendly neighborhood gay sports bar Cathedral Station map Google map (cathedralstation.com). There is nothing too fancy going on here, just screens, a pool table and a super chill vibe.

Club Cafe and Cathedral Station offer satisfying Sunday brunches too.

Discover the South End’s Black HistoryLive music

At one time, the intersection of Mass and Columbus Aves had a music club on every corner. It was the heyday of jazz – in the 1940s and 1950s – when a quarter of Boston’s Black population lived in the South End, and this corner was the place to be on a Saturday night (or any night, probably). The only club remaining from this era is Wally’s Cafe map Google map (wallyscafe.com), holding its own since 1947. Nothing fancy goes on here: just pure, live music – blues, jazz and funk – every night of the week.

The heyday of jazz was also the era of segregated restaurants and hotels. History has it that visiting jazz musicians knew they could get a good meal up the street at Charlie’s Sandwich Shoppe map Google map (charliessandwichshoppe.com). The joint earned a mention in The Negro Motorist’s Green Book, a guide for Black travelers trying to navigate Jim Crow laws. It’s only open for breakfast and lunch. Hash it up!


BEST ART GALLERIES

Alpha Gallery

map Google map

A prestigious gallery that represents Milton Avery, among other talents.

Boston Sculptors Gallery

map Google map

A unique cooperative of three dozen artists who work in clay, wood and other 3D media.

Bromfield Gallery

map Google map

Solo shows by the members of the city’s oldest art cooperative.

MassArt x SoWa

map Google map

Up-and-coming talent is on display at this venue of the state art college.

Mills Gallery

map Google map

Hosts innovative and unusual shows by resident artists inside the Boston Center for the Arts.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $ $ Midrange     $ $ $ Top End

[image: img]
Eating

Brunch

Metropolis Cafe $$

map Google map

A neighborhood institu-tion, serving gourmet food in an intimate, unpretentious setting. A local favorite for brunch. 5-10pm Mon-Fri, 9am-3pm & 5-10pm Sat & Sun

Beehive $$

map Google map

Descend into a 1920s Paris club, the perfect setting for a leisurely weekend brunch. 5-11pm Mon-Wed, to midnight Thu, 5pm-1:30am Fri, 10am-1:30am Sat, to 11pm Sun

Lunch

Charlie’s Sandwich Shoppe $

map Google map

An old-school diner serving much more than sandwiches. 7am-2pm Mon, Wed & Thu, to 3pm Fri-Sun

Anoush’ella $$

map Google map

A healthy and satisfying menu of Armenian and Lebanese street food, mostly featuring stuffed manoush (flatbread). 11am-9:30pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun

Picco $$

map Google map

Great pizza and people-watching in the heart of the South End. 11am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat

Italian

Coppa Enoteca $$$

map Google map

James Beard–winning chef Ken Oringer presents Italian small plates, plus house-made pasta and pizza. Bonus: four different spritz options. 5-10pm Mon-Sat, 11am-9pm Sun

Bar Mezzana $$$

map Google map

An elegant eatery serving pasta, crudo, and grilled meats and fish from the Amalfi coast. 5-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Asian

Myers + Chang $$

map Google map

The menu is a sampler of Asian cooking, featuring delicious dumplings, spicy stir-fries and oodles of noodles. 4-9pm Mon-Wed, to 10pm Thu, 11:30am-10pm Fri & Sat, to 9pm Sun

Elephant Walk $$

map Google map

A long-standing and much-loved restaurant serving a unique combi-nation of French and Cambodian dishes. 4:30-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat, 11am-9pm Sun

Seafood

Lobstah on a Roll $$

map Google map

Legit lobster rolls (despite the unfortunate name), packed with knuckles and claws. Choose cold mayo or hot butter. 11:45am-6:30pm

Bootleg Special $

map Google map

The Big Easy meets Boston, and the results are delectable. 4-9:45pm Mon-Thu, to 10:45pm Fri, 11am-10:45pm Sat, 11am-9:45pm Sun

Atlántico $$$

map Google map

Spanish tapas and platos fuertes (main courses) with a seafood focus – and paella. 4:30-9:30pm Mon-Fri, 11:30am-10:30pm Sat, to 9:30pm Sun


B&G Oysters $$$

map Google map

Oyster bar and seafood extravaganza from celebrity chef Barbara Lynch. noon-9pm Sun, Wed & Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

[image: img]
Drinking

Coffee Break

Berkeley Perk

map Google map

A neighborhood favorite for breakfast, lunch and coffee. 7am-3pm Mon-Fri

Sip of Joy

map Google map

Drinking coffee and socializing is a ritual at this delightful Turkish cafe. 6am-4pm Tue-Sun

Blackbird Doughnuts

map Google map

Coffee is even more delicious when it comes with freshly made and uniquely flavored dough-nuts. 7am-4pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun

Cocktails & Craft Beers

Barcelona Wine Bar

map Google map

Hip, happening spot for wine, sangria and tapas. 4-11pm Mon-Wed, 4pm-1am Fri, 2pm-1am Fri,10:30am-1am Sat, 10:30am-11pm Sun

Cosmica

map Google map

Lively spot for tasty tequila concoctions and accompanying Mexican fare. Late-night taco menu on weekends. 5-11pm Mon-Wed, to midnight Thu & Fri, 4pm-midnight Sat

Delux Cafe

map Google map

A long-standing, laid-back hipster dive bar with a surprisingly sophisticated menu. No reservations and cash only. 5pm-1am Tue-Sun

Five Horses Tavern

map Google map

Go-to place for craft beers, with 40 rotating options on draft and 60 in the bottle. 11:30am-midnight Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun

[image: img]
Shopping

Souvenirs

Sault New England

map Google map

Ruggedly preppy men’s fashion, including fun hats and tees with local themes. 10am-6pm Mon-Thu, to 7pm Fri & Sat, 10am-5pm Sun

Bos. Shop

map Google map

This agency supports Black-owned businesses. The store carries ‘bos’ swag, as well as goodies from Black designers and creators. 11am-6pm Fri-Sun

Gifted

map Google map

Deck your home out in Boston gear, such as tea towels, coasters and even blankets. 11am-6pm Mon & Tue, 10am-7pm Wed-Sat, to 5pm Sun

Local Designers

Stitch & Tickle

map Google map

Handbags are the thing, handmade of soft, supple leather and supremely stylish. noon-6pm Wed-Fri, 11am-5pm Sat & Sun

Wyllo

map Google map

Showcases an eclectic collection of clothing, accessories and gifts dreamed up by dozens of creative women. noon-6pm Wed-Fri, 11am-5pm Sat & Sun

Dahlia Gallery

map Google map

Dahlia Popovitz knows her way around a loom, creating elegant hand-woven scarves, wraps and sweaters. by appointment






Explore

Seaport District & South Boston

Across Fort Point Channel from downtown (but technically part of South Boston), the Seaport District was a 19th-century center of shipbuilding and trade. By the mid-2000s, however, most industries had left the area. The city targeted this waterfront area for transformation, starting with the Moakley Courthouse, a large convention center and a new building for the Institute of Contemporary Art. These big projects kicked off an intense period of development, as office towers, hotels, shopping malls and residential buildings sprouted up, seemingly overnight. Nowadays, the Seaport’s restaurants, art galleries and evolving activities make this district one of Boston’s most dynamic.
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See for eating and drinking listings
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Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum | MARCIO JOSE BASTOS SILVA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Getting Around

[image: icon-subwayjpg] Subway

It’s a 10-minute walk from South Station (Red Line) to the Seaport District. Broadway station, also on the Red Line, sits at the top of the main drag in South Boston.

[image: icon-busajpg] Bus

Use the MBTA Silver Line rapid buses to/from South Station and to get around the Seaport District. The S1 route connects Logan Airport’s terminals to South Station; the S2 travels between South Station and the Innovation and Design Building; and the S3 runs from South Station to the Airport T station.


THE BEST

NIGHT OUT Grace by Nia

SEAFOOD Row 34

HISTORY Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum

BEACH Carson Beach

SCENIC VIEW John Hancock’s Founders Gallery at the ICA
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1Top Experiences

Institute of Contemporary ArtB1

Boston Tea Party Ships & MuseumD7




1Experiences

1Boston Children’s MuseumE7

2Boston Fire MuseumE7

3Martin’s ParkE6

4Carson BeachB6

5FPAC Gallery at 300 SummerE8

6FPAC Gallery at the EnvoyE6

7Gallery at Atlantic WharfD6

8Midway GalleryA2

9FP3 GalleryE7

10John F Kennedy Presidential Library & MuseumC8

11Edward M Kennedy Institute for the United States SenateC8

12Castle Island & Fort IndependenceF4

13Sullivan’sF4

14L & M St BeachesC5




5Eating

15Hood Milk BottleE7

16Tatte Bakery & CafeB1

17Flour Bakery & CafeE7

18Cocorico BoulangerieB2

19Yankee Lobster CoC2

20Legal Sea FoodsC2

21Row 34F8

22Hook + LineB1

23Yume Ga ArukaraB2

24Para MariaE6

25ChickadeeD3

26Grace by NiaF6

27Moonshine 152A3

28Lulu GreenA3

29Fox & the Knife EnotecaA3

30Bar VolpeA3




6Drinking

31Trillium Fort PointF7

32Harpoon Brewery & Beer HallC2

33Borrachito Taqueria & SpiritsB2

34ZaZibarF6









TOP EXPERIENCE

Institute of Contemporary Art

In a dramatic structure overlooking the Boston Harbor, the Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA) is the city’s premier venue for new and innovative art. The spacious light-filled interior hosts rotating exhibitions that showcase the museum’s growing collections that feature every medium imaginable.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The ICA calendar is packed with special events, including free admission on Thursday evenings, thematic parties on first Fridays and seasonal teen nights.



[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for prices, opening hours and the events calendar.

Design

Designed by architects Diller Scofidio + Renfro and completed in 2006, the ICA’s building is cantilevered over the water, and its translucent glass spaces glow. Outside, you can sit on the wooden steps overlooking the water, while inside, the window-lined John Hancock Founders Gallery, which connects the building’s east and west wings, offers even more expansive harbor views.

Collections

The ICA’s permanent collection includes many 20th- and 21st-century art innovators: photographer Robert Mapplethorpe, pop artist Yayoi Kusama and multimedia artist Paul Chan, among many others. The museum’s Barbara Lee Collection of Art by Women encompasses 85 works by artists ranging from Louise Bourgeois to Jenny Holzer and Cindy Sherman. These works are on view periodically in various exhibits, as are creations by emerging contemporary artists.

Art Lab

On weekends, visitors of all ages can stop into the Art Lab to work on an art project related to particular contemporary art themes.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum

The 1773 protest known as the Boston Tea Party set into motion the events that led to the Revolutionary War. Nowadays, replica Tea Party Ships are moored at Griffin’s Wharf, alongside an excellent experiential museum dedicated to the catalytic event.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

At Abigail’s Tea Room, the museum’s cafe, you can do a tea tasting, sampling five varieties of the teas that were thrown overboard in 1773.



[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for prices and opening hours.

Background

On December 16, 1773, a group of Bostonians known as the Sons of Liberty snuck onto three ships moored in Boston Harbor. The Beaver, the Dartmouth and the Eleanor were carrying tea from the British East India Company. The interlopers began smashing chests and throwing their contents into the harbor, destroying more than 92,000lb of tea in only three hours. The Boston Tea Party, as it became known, was one of the key events that led to the Revolutionary War and the creation of the United States as an independent nation.

On Deck

Full-scale replicas of two 18th-century ships are on display at the Boston Tea Party Ships and Museum, where entertaining costumed interpreters take you through some of the events precipitating the confrontations between Bostonians and the British. You then board the ships and reenact the historic tea dumping.

Museum Exhibits

The story continues inside the museum, with talking portraits and other multimedia presentations. You can also watch a film about the start of the American Revolution in 1775.



EXPERIENCES

Check Out Child-Friendly Spots in SeaportMuseum

Youngsters can climb, play and explore the participatory exhibits, ranging from construction to cultures, at the excellent Boston Children’s Museum map Google map (bostonchildrensmuseum.org, $22), a multistory multimedia museum on the waterfront. Whether it’s experimenting with bubbles or ball launchers, creating in the art lab, or learning what to expect in kindergarten, kids have plenty to challenge their minds. There’s also plenty of room to move, including a play space for the youngest (ages 0 to 3) and a three-level climbing sculpture at the museum’s center.

Around the corner at the Boston Fire Museum map Google map (bostonfiremuseum.com, free), exhibits document fire-fighting through the centuries. There are antique firetrucks (great photo ops!), firefighting equipment and displays of devastating blazes. It’s inside the former Congress Street Fire Station.

If the kids still have more energy, let them romp at Martin’s Park map Google map (martinsparkboston.org), a shady oasis along the Harborwalk, with a replica wooden ship, timber maze and climbing sphere. The park honors Martin Richard, who was the youngest victim of the 2013 Boston Marathon bombings.

Explore the Fort Point Arts CommunityGallery

A few blocks inland from the Seaport District, the area known as Fort Point was a working district where warehouses stored sugar, molasses and textiles. As businesses shut down, these industrial build-ings were abandoned, and artists began moving in. This was the beginning of the Fort Point Arts Community (FPAC, fortpointarts.org), an association supporting the district’s 200-plus artists.

FPAC Gallery at 300 Summer map Google map organizes bi-monthly group shows by its artist members. FPAC Gallery at the Envoy map Google map also offers regularly changing exhibits, as does Gallery at Atlantic Wharf map Google map, just over the Congress St Bridge downtown. Other Seaport art venues include the Midway Gallery map Google map (midwaygallery.org) and the FP3 Gallery map Google map.

Look for public art throughout the neighborhood too, particularly Okuda San Miguel’s seven massive colorful sculptures along Seaport Blvd and Frank Stella’s mural Damascus Gate (Stretch Variation I), painted over the entrance of a Seaport Blvd building.

Learn About the Kennedy LegacyMuseum

Located on Columbia Point (4 miles south of downtown), the John F Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum map Google map (jfklibrary.org, adult/child $18/10) is dedicated to the life and death of the 35th US president. Thoughtful, thorough multimedia exhibits guide visitors through his short life, starting with a 20-minute film about his childhood and early career. Further exhibits explore the presidential campaign, notable events during his presidency and his assassination. There are also exhibits about JFK’s wife Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy, and his brother Robert, who served as Attorney General.

Nearby, the Edward M Kennedy Institute for the US Senate map Google map (emkinstitute.org) is a tribute to JFK’s brother Ted, who served 47 years in the US Senate. The centerpiece is a full-size replica of the Senate chambers at the US Capitol in Washington, DC. Unfortunately, the EMK Institute is currently open only to groups, but lectures and other programs are sometimes open to the public.

Take a Day Out at Castle IslandPark

The funny thing about Castle Island map Google map is that it’s not an island. And there’s no castle. It’s actually a cape, jutting out into Dorchester Bay. And the structure is more of a fort, although its earliest version was dubbed a ‘castle’ back in 1630. The current rendition – Fort Independence (1800) – is open for history tours and special events during warmer months.

Mostly, Castle Island serves as a local park, offering sea breezes and wonderful views at every turn. Walkers circle the peninsula on the paved trail. Kids play on the beach, and families picnic on the lawn. Everybody stops to look up when a low-flying plane roars overhead on its way in or out of Logan Airport.

The snack shack Sullivan’s map Google map (sullivanscastleisland.com) is an obligatory lunch stop for lobster rolls and hot dogs in the casing (aka ‘snap dogs’). Don’t miss this Southie tradition since 1951.


SOUTHIE BEACHES

Castle Island

map

An enclosed lagoon with shallow, calm protected waters, making it popular among families with young children. Restrooms and a snack shack are on-site.

L & M St Beaches

map Google map

Two side-by-side beaches, where the young and beautiful show off their well-oiled tans and well-toned bods. South Beach (Miami) has got nothing on Southie Beach (Boston).

Carson Beach

map Google map

A long beach with room to spread out. It is well equipped with a large bathhouse and a snack shack. Find beach volleyball courts at the southern end.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $ $ Midrange     $ $ $ Top End

[image: img]
Eating

Bakeries & Ice Cream Shops

Hood Milk Bottle $

map Google map

Originally a 1930s roadside stand, this 15,000lb dairy icon outside the Boston Children’s Museum houses a seasonal ice cream shop. hours vary

Tatte Bakery & Cafe $

map Google map

This local bakery chainlet has an airy branch on Pier 4 serving pastries, salads (try the crunchy halloumi with roasted carrots) and all-day brunch. 7am-8pm Mon-Sat, 8am-7pm Sun

Flour Bakery & Cafe $

map Google map

You don’t have to leave the Seaport District to dig into this popular local bakery chain’s morning pastries, sandwiches and sweet treats. 7am-7pm Mon-Fri, 8am-6pm Sat & Sun

Cocorico Boulangerie $

map Google map

Duck into this bakeshop in the Omni Seaport Hotel for fresh-baked ‘cruffins’ (a muffin-croissant hybrid), gooey cinnamon buns and fruit-filled muffins. 7am-3pm

Seafood

Yankee Lobster Co $$$

map Google map

This stalwart seafood shack specializes in the eponymous crustaceans. Fish-n- chips, chowder and fresh oysters round out the menu. 10am-9pm Mon-Sat, 11am-6pm Sun

Legal Sea Foods $$$

map Google map

A prime waterfront location for the local chain, featuring a roof deck overlooking the harbor. All your seafood favorites are on the menu, served with sea breezes and water views. 11am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Row 34 $$$

map Google map

A bustling seafood hall in a former textile warehouse. Choose from the well-stocked raw bar or the menu of fried and grilled seafood. 11:30am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Hook + Line $$$

map Google map

Straddles the line between classic and contemporary with an eclectic assortment of seafood concoctions. noon-10pm Mon-Fri, from 11am Sat & Sun

International

Yume Ga Arukara $$

map Google map

Take a seat at the counter of this cozy Japanese eatery to watch the noodle makers at work and order the signature cold udon with marinated beef. 11am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat


Para Maria $$

map Google map

Helmed by two-time Food Network Chopped champion Tatiana Pairot Rosana, this Envoy Hotel eatery offers pan-Latin fare, plus a ‘tacos and tarot’ brunch. 7am-11pm

Chickadee $$$

map Google map

It’s fitting that this lively bistro in the Innovation and Design Building cooks up innovative Mediterranean-inspired small plates and pasta made in-house. 5-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat

American

Grace by Nia $$$

map Google map

This glam supper club draws a diverse crowd for upscale soul food, evening live music and Sunday jazz brunch. 5pm-midnight Wed & Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat, 11am-11pm Sun

Bistros

Moonshine 152 $$

map Google map

Plan to share the world-rambling plates, from the mushroom tofu burger and dirty fried rice to buttermilk-fried chicken wings, at this under-the-radar bistro. 5-10pm Tue-Thu, to 11pm Fri, 11:30am-3pm & 4-11pm Sat, to 10pm Sun

Lulu Green $$

map Google map

This casual vegetarian cafe adds style in the evenings, serving cocktails instead of coffee, to pair with the contemporary plant-based fare all day. 11am-9pm Tue-Fri, from 9am Sat, 9am-4pm Sun

Fox & the Knife Enoteca $$$

map Google map

Start with the addictive crispy chickpeas or the taleggio-stuffed focaccia and then choose a handmade pasta at this contem-porary wine bar in a buzzing storefront space. 4:30-10pm

Bar Volpe $$$

map Google map

Under the same ownership as Fox & the Knife, this restaurant highlights Italian street foods, pasta, and larger dishes such as veal saltimbocca and Sardinian-style paella. 4-10pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Local Beers

Trillium Fort Point

map Google map

Sample brews in the tap-room, eat in the 2nd-floor dining room or chill on the rooftop. noon-11pm Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun

Harpoon Brewery & Beer Hall

map Google map

Tour the facility at this long-standing brewery. noon-8pm Sun-Tue, to 8:30pm Wed, noon-9pm Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat

Cocktails

Borrachito Taqueria & Spirits

map Google map

Hidden behind this Mexican-style taco shop is a cocktail bar with a weekend DJ. 4pm-2am Mon-Fri, from 1pm Sat, 1pm-midnight Sun

ZaZibar

map Google map

The chef is from the Caribbean, but the drinks ramble the world in this cocktail lounge. noon-10pm Tue, to midnight Wed & Thu, noon-2am Fri & Sat, to midnight Sun






Explore

Charlestown

Lined with 19th-century Federal-style houses, the streets in Charlestown exude history. The Bunker Hill Monument towers above as a reminder that this neighborhood saw some of the most brutal fighting during the Revolutionary War, which you can learn about on the Freedom Trail. In 1800, the newly independent United States established the Charlestown Navy Yard on the waterfront here, kicking off nearly two centuries of shipbuilding and seafaring. The marina-lined waterfront and bustling Navy Yard are still the defining features of this harborside enclave. Charlestown was incorporated into Boston in 1873, but this neighborhood remains apart, in terms of both geography and atmosphere.



[image: jpg]

See for eating and drinking listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-walkingjpg] Walking

Historic Charlestown is mostly pedestrian friendly, although the walks from the T stations have some tricky crossings, with lots of traffic on New Rutherford Ave.

[image: icon-subwayjpg] Subway

The closest T stations are Community College (Orange Line) and North Station (junction of Orange and Green Lines), both a 20-minute walk from the Charlestown sights.

[image: icon-ferryjpg] Boat

A fun way to get to Charlestown is to take the Charlestown Ferry, which runs every 20 or 30 minutes between Long Wharf (Downtown Boston) and the Charlestown Navy Yard.


THE BEST

VIEWPOINT Bunker Hill Monument

BEER GARDEN The Anchor

BOAT RIDE Courageous Sailing

PUBLIC ART Hood Park

BRUNCH Monument
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1Top Experiences

Bunker Hill MonumentD3

Charlestown Navy YardD4




1Experiences

1Courageous SailingE4

2Hood ParkA2

3StoveFactory Gallery & StudiosB1

4AGC @ HoodA1

5Warren TavernC3




5Eating

6Mister Q CafeC3

7SorelleD4

8Tradesman Coffee & PizzaB2

9Brewer’s ForkE3

10Waverly KitchenC2

11MonumentC3




6Drinking

12The AnchorE4

13Pier 6F4

14Good CompanyA2

15Urban WildA2









TOP EXPERIENCE

Bunker Hill Monument

This 220ft granite obelisk towers over Charlestown, a memorial to the battle that was fought on the surrounding hillside on June 17, 1775. The consequential Battle of Bunker Hill changed the course of the Revolutionary War – and the course of history.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The monument is generally open from Wednesday to Sunday (daily between Memorial Day in late May and Indigenous Peoples’ Day in mid-October). The monument closes during very hot weather.



[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours and special events.

The Battle

After two unsuccessful assaults by the British, the Patriots were finally defeated and ceded the Charlestown peninsula to their foes. But British General Sir Henry Clinton called it ‘a dear bought victory’ because his side suffered enormous casualties – twice as many as the Americans. Most importantly, the battle was a surprising and sobering indication that the American militiamen could hold their own against the Redcoats.

Fun fact: the Bunker Hill Monument actually stands atop Breed’s Hill, where most of the fighting took place. The actual Bunker Hill – about 700 yards from here – was only peripherally involved in the battle.

Top of the Monument

Erected in the early 19th century, the Bunker Hill Monument was one of the country’s first war memorials. The 294-step climb is worth the effort, especially on a clear day, for expansive views of Charlestown and beyond.

Museum Exhibits

Learn more about the battle at the small Bunker Hill Museum across the street. It contains two floors of battlefield dioramas and historic artifacts, as well as an impressive 360-degree mural depicting the battle.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Charlestown Navy Yard

For nearly two centuries, the Charlestown Navy Yard was a hub of industry and innovation for shipbuilding and seafaring. Nowadays, this busy place is a sort of living museum. The USS Constitution and museum are the main draws, but it also has other curiosities.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The National Park Service Visitor Center is a good place to start your explorations, offering maps and tours of the Navy Yard.



[image: barcode]

Scan QR code for opening hours and special events.

USS Constitution & Museum

The mighty USS Constitution was built at a shipyard across the harbor in the North End in 1797. It was the third of the US Navy’s six original frigates. The USS Constitution was involved in several naval skirmishes around the turn of the century, but it was the ship’s performance during the War of 1812 that made it famous. As the story goes, a crewman watched a cannon bounce off the hull and declared, ‘Her sides are made of iron!’ The nickname ‘Old Ironsides’ has stuck since (although the ship is actually made of oak). The USS Constitution is now the country’s oldest Navy ship.

US Navy crew members give free tours of the historic ship, telling of its greatest feats and direst tragedies. A photo ID is required for security purposes.

To learn more about the storied past of Old Ironsides, spend some time at the excellent USS Constitution Museum. Interesting exhibits explore the birth of the US Navy during the Barbary Wars and the War of 1812. An exhibit upstairs gives kids an opportunity to experience a sailor’s life by scrubbing the deck, swinging in a hammock or furling a sail.


[image: jpg]
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USS Cassin Young

USS Cassin Young is a Fletcher WWII destroyer that was built in Charlestown. Between Memorial Day (end of May) and Veterans Day (November 11), guided tours explore the ins and outs of the battleship, or you can wander around the main deck independently.

Around the Navy Yard

Although most of the shipyard buildings are not open to the public, many of the old granite structures are still standing. The oldest building in the yard is the imposing Federal-style Commandant’s House, dating from 1805. Other interesting historic buildings, such as the 1000ft-long Ropewalk and the old forge house, have been demolished or repurposed.


QUICK BREAK

Just across the street from the Navy Yard, Dovetail is a delightful bistro serving pasta and seafood with outdoor seating and items to go.





WALKING TOUR

Walk Charlestown

Stroll along the Charlestown waterfront to discover a string of eclectic parks and playgrounds, boat-filled marinas, outdoor drinking venues, and unexpected artistic surprises. The Charlestown waterfront is also one of the few places where you can watch the sunset behind the city skyline, so plan your walk accordingly.


START

Mayor Menino Park

END

Paul Revere Park

LENGTH

1.5 miles; 1 hour
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1 Accessible Space

Start at Mayor Menino Park, at the northeastern end of the Charlestown peninsula. In the aftermath of the 2013 Boston Marathon bombings, the former mayor envisioned this inclusive playground, which would be accessible to children of all abilities. The location in front of Spaulding Hospital is significant because many victims of the bombing were treated there.

2 Harbor Views & Eats

Heading south, the Harborwalk follows the shoreline past the boats bobbing at their moorings, with wonderful views across the water. Pier 6 is a nautical-themed restaurant and bar with a breezy deck that beckons when the weather is warm. Stop for a seafood snack or a refreshing drink with fantastic views of the Boston skyline.

3 Waterside Park

Continue south to Shipyard Park, often dotted with whimsical public art. The park’s centerpiece is the state Korean War Memorial. The Charlestown Ferry departs to Long Wharf from the dock here, and there is also a playground for the younger set.

4 Beer Garden

Facing the dock, The Anchor is an inviting beer garden and open-air venue for community events. Check the calendar for the lineup of live music, fitness and dance classes, and movie nights during the summer months. Even when no events are happening, it’s a delightful place to sip a cold drink and feel the ocean breeze.

5 Naval Hub

If you can drag yourself away from the enticing waterside park, it’s a pleasant stroll through the Charlestown Navy Yard and further south to Constitution Wharf. On the way, you’ll pass the USS Constitution and museum, as well as the NPS visitors center.

6 Urban Intersection

Cross under the North Washing-ton Street Bridge to Paul Revere Park. Popular with dogs and kids, it’s stretches under the Zakim Bridge. The Charles River Dam offers pedestrian access across the river to Lovejoy Wharf, and a pedestrian bridge crosses over the railroad tracks to North Point Park in Cambridge.



EXPERIENCES

Set Sail with Courageous SailingBoating

map Google map

Are you longing to get out on the water? Want to feel the wind in your face and taste the salt on your lips? From May to October, Courageous Sailing (courageoussailing.org) can take your party out to sail around Boston Harbor in a Rhodes 19 or J80 vessel. This experience is a private, customized two-hour trip, so you can take the family on a tour, journey out to the islands in the harbor or enjoy a romantic sunset cruise. If you want to learn to sail yourself, the skipper is an experienced instructor who is happy to show you the ropes.

Scope Out Charlestown’s CreativityPublic art

This historic ’hood is better known for patriotic events than artistic endeavors, but Charlestown has a burgeoning creative scene. The most prominent manifestation is at the Charlestown Navy Yard and nearby Shipyard Park, with various public art installations along the waterfront.

Once the Hood Milk dairy plant, Hood Park map Google map (hoodpark.com) has turned its campus into an outdoor art museum. Bold, beautiful murals cover the exterior walls and surround the central green. Seven artists representing six countries (but most of them Boston-based) contributed their talents. Check it out when you stop by the summer beer garden or bring the doggo to the park.

The Artists Group of Charlestown (ACG) is also doing its part for art in the neighborhood. This group operates the StoveFactory Gallery and Studios map Google map – yes, in a former 19th-century stove factory. It hosts events throughout the year, as well as solo exhibitions at AGC @ Hood map Google map at Hood Park.


A Hero’s Tavern

Eliphalet Newell was an ardent supporter of the Revolutionary cause and a participant in the Boston Tea Party. When the war was over, he opened a tavern and named it after his friend General Joseph Warren, who had died in the Battle of Bunker Hill. Warren had been an active member of the Sons of Liberty and a respected leader of the Revolution. Opened in 1780, the Warren Tavern map Google map became a popular meeting place, especially among admirers of General Warren. Paul Revere was a regular, and George Washington stopped by for a visit when he was in town.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $ $ Midrange     $ $ $ Top End
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Eating

Sandwiches

Mister Q Cafe $

map Google map

A neighborhood favorite for breakfast or lunch, with killer sandwiches, plus cannoli and coffee. 6:30am-5pm Mon-Fri, 7am-3pm Sat & Sun

Sorelle $

map Google map

Simple sandwiches, salads and bowls to sustain you for that last leg of the Freedom Trail. Outdoor seating over-looks the marina. 7am-3pm Mon-Fri, 8am-4pm Sat, to 3pm Sun

Pizza

Tradesman Coffee & Pizza $

map Google map

A coffee shop by day (that also serves scrumptious mini doughnuts) and a high-end pizza place for lunch and dinner. Located in Hood Park. 7am-11pm Mon-Sat, to 9pm Sun

Brewer’s Fork $$

map Google map

A local favorite – for its small plates, pizzas and craft beers. 11:30am-10pm Mon-Fri, 10:30am-10pm Sat, 10:30am-9pm Sun

Gastropubs

Waverly Kitchen $$

map Google map

Serves comfort food in all forms, such as mac ’n’ cheese, duck poutine and chicken potpie. The fireplace keeps things cozy. 10am-11pm Mon-Thu, 8am-midnight Fri & Sat, 8am-11pm Sun

Monument $$

map Google map

American classics with an innovative flair. Brunch is a highlight, especially the lemon poppyseed pancakes. 11:30am-11pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri, 9am-midnight Sat, 9am-11pm Sun

[image: img]
Drinking

Brews & Views

The Anchor

map Google map

A pleasant seaside beer garden with occasional live music. Has igloos at weekends in winter. 4-9pm Mon-Fri, from 1pm Sat & Sun, Fri-Sun only in winter

Pier 6

map Google map

Fine views of the Boston Harbor – the seafood on the menu goes nicely with the setting. 11am-1am

Good Company

map Google map

This cocktail bar uses local seasonal ingredients for its food, and has several nonalcoholic options. 4-10:30pm Tue-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Urban Wild

map Google map

Munch on wings, sip cocktails and enjoy a wide array of entertainment. 4pm-midnight Mon-Thu, 3pm-1am Fri, from 11am Sat, 11am-10pm Sun






Explore

Cambridge

You could be forgiven never setting foot in Boston, but instead spending all your time across the river in Cambridge. We list Cambridge among Boston’s neighborhoods, but it is an independent city, with historical and cultural offerings that rival its neighbor to the south. In 1631, a group of Puritans moved from the original Massachusetts Bay Colony to this safer location upriver. Here, they established Harvard College – the continent’s first institution of higher education – which would shape the history of this town (and Boston) for centuries to come. Still today, life in Cambridge revolves around the universities.



[image: jpg]

See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-subwayjpg] Subway

Take the Red Line to Harvard station for Harvard Sq, Central station for Central Sq and Kendall/MIT for Kendall Sq and MIT.

[image: icon-e-bikesjpg] Bicycle

Cambridge is improving its bicycle infrastructure, including adding protected bike lanes on most thoroughfares. An off-road multiuse path lines the Charles River.

[image: icon-car-rentaljpg] Car

Street parking is a challenge in these busy commercial areas. Metered parking is available around the Cambridge Common and on Massachusetts Ave if you can find a free spot.


THE BEST

ART MUSEUM Harvard Art Museums

SCIENCE MUSEUM MIT Museum

STUDENT HANGOUT Shays Pub & Wine Bar

SOLO NIGHT OUT Havana Club

VEGETARIAN FOOD Life Alive





[image: map]



1Top Experiences

Harvard UniversityD3




1Experiences

3Mt Auburn CemeteryA3

4Winthrop SquareC3

5Cambridge CommonC2

6Christ ChurchC2

7Tory RowA2

8Longfellow HouseA2

9Lizard LoungeC1

13Julia Child’s HouseE1

14Wine & Cheese CaskF1

15Savenor’s MarketF2

16PRB BoulangerieF2

17Cambridge School of Culinary ArtsC1

18LilypadF3

21RegattabarB4




5Eating

23Clover HSQC3

25Hokkaido Ramen SantoukaD4

30LA BurdickB3




6Drinking

33Shays Pub & Wine BarC4

35Wusong RoadB3




7Shopping

37Ward MapsC1

38Cardullo’s Gourmet ShoppeC3

39Cambridge Artists CooperativeB3

40Planet RecordsB3

41Armageddon ShopB4

42Rodney’s BookstoreC3

43Grolier Poetry BookshopD4

44Harvard Book StoreD3

45Million Year PicnicC3










TOP EXPERIENCE

Harvard University

Founded in 1636 to educate men for the ministry, Harvard is the United State’s oldest college, and it remains one of the country’s most prestigious universities. For visitors, the university campus contains some historic buildings clustered around Harvard Yard, as well as impressive architecture and excellent museums.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Free campus tours depart from the Harvard University Information Center inside the Smith Campus Center. You can also pick up a self-guided tour booklet or download the mobile app.



[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for information about guided campus tours.

Harvard Yard & Around

The university’s geographic and historic heart is Harvard Yard, where redbrick buildings and leaf-covered lawns exude academia.

Flanking the main entrance at Johnston Gate are the two oldest buildings on campus. Massachusetts Hall (1720) houses the offices of the president of the university, while Harvard Hall (1766) originally housed the library. The focal point of the yard is the John Harvard Statue by Daniel Chester French, where every Harvard hopeful touches the statue’s shiny shoe for good luck.

Just outside Bradstreet Gates, the Plaza is a lively outdoor space with food trucks, farmers markets and seasonal recreation. Two massive buildings loom over the Plaza. The Victorian Gothic beauty is Memorial Hall, built to honor Harvard’s Civil War heroes. The modernist steel and concrete structure is the Science Center, which contains the university’s small but fascinating Collection of Historical Scientific Instruments, some of which date from the 15th century.

Intriguing Art

It is called the Harvard Art Museums (harvardartmuseums.org) – plural – because it contains three distinct collections with unique themes and histories: the Fogg Museum (Western art), the Busch-Reisinger Museum (the art of Northern Europe, especially Germanic-speaking countries) and the Arthur M Sackler Museum (Asian, Islamic and Indian art). All three collections come together under one stylish roof, designed by architect extraordinaire Renzo Piano. Bonus: the Harvard Art Museums are free to all visitors.

[image: jpg]
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Science Museums

The centerpiece of the Peabody Museum of Archaeology & Ethnology is the impressive Hall of the North American Indian, which traces how indigenous people responded to the arrival of Europeans from the 15th to 18th centuries.

The Harvard Museum of Natural History is famed for its botanical galleries, featuring some 3000 pieces of handblown, intricately crafted glass flowers and plants. Other cool exhibits feature extensive zoological galleries, climate change demonstrations, sparkling gemstones and arthropods (yes, cockroaches).

One price covers admission to both museums (hmsc.harvard.edu).


QUICK BREAK

The Smith Campus Center functions as the university’s ‘living room,’ where students and visitors can congregate, study and socialize. It has a handful of restaurants.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

At the eastern end of the city, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) offers a completely novel perspective on Cambridge academia: proudly nerdy but not quite as tweedy as Harvard. The campus vibe is progressive and innovative, with a healthy dose of quirkiness.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Stop by the MIT Welcome Center to pick up a map and get information about on-campus events. Free performances and activities often take place on the lawn nearby.



[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for campus maps and information about events and tours.

Campus Landmarks

The centerpiece of campus is Killian Court, an expansive lawn that faces the Charles River. The iconic (and gigantic) Great Dome towers above.

Around the corner on Mass Ave are two modernist masterpieces by Eero Saarinen. You might not immediately recognize the mysterious, windowless brick cylinder as a religious building, but the interior of the MIT Chapel (opening hours are limited) offers spiritual experience, with light streaming onto the spectacular shimmering altarpiece. Nearby is the stunning Kresge Auditorium, with its glass walls and sweeping, rounded triangular roof.

A frenzy of building resulted in some of the most architecturally intriguing structures you’ll find on either side of the river, including Dr Seuss-like Stata Center and the sponge-like Simmons Hall.

MIT Museum

Completely revamped and reopened in 2022, the MIT Museum (mitmuseum.mit.edu) is a fantastic display of the university’s research and innovations, and it also asks deep questions about technology and society. The museum’s goal is ‘to turn MIT inside out’ and make its work accessible to the rest of us.

Thought-provoking (and sometimes head-scratching) exhibits focus on the history and ethics of genetic technology, the potential and danger of artificial intelligence, and the race-winning solar-powered vehicle Nimbus, among other topics. Historic artifacts from the collections complement the futuristic ideas. Several surprising exhibits explore the interplay between science and art.

[image: jpg]
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Public Art

MIT is famous for scientific learning, but this institute of technology also has a fabulous art collection. The university’s Percent-for-Art Program requires that every building project budget has a line item for art acquisitions. As a result, the campus is replete with architectural innovations and public art masterpieces, including many from the 21st century. Pick up a map at the List Visual Arts Center or download the mobile app (listart.stqry.app) for a tour of highlights.


QUICK BREAK

Take a break for drinks or lunch at one of the student hangouts near MIT, such as Earnest Drinks or Naco Taco.
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1Top Experiences

Massachusetts Institute of TechnologyD4




1Experiences

1Paddle BostonF3

2Locke BarF3

10Cantab LoungeB2

11Havana ClubB2

12Roxy’s ArcadeC3

19Mad MonkfishC2

20Plough & StarsA1




5Eating

22Veggie GalaxyC3

24Life AliveB2

26Naco TacoC3

27Dumpling HouseA1

28Little DonkeyC2

29WaypointA1

31Toscanini’sC2

32Earnest DrinksE1




6Drinking

34Lamplighter Brewing CoC1

36Brick & MortarC2










WALKING TOUR

Walk Cambridge

Walk the Innovation Trail to learn about the many breakthroughs and inventions that have taken place in Kendall Sq, dubbed the ‘most innovative square mile on the planet.’ Get more details from an audio tour (theinnovationtrail.org) or the expert guides at Boston History Co, which runs tours (boshist.org/tours/the-innovation-trail).


START

Confectioner’s Row

END

MIT Museum

LENGTH

1 mile; 1 hour
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1 Sweet Start

Most of the Innovation Trail focuses on biological and computer technology, but it starts with something even better: candy. Owned by Tootsie Roll Co., the building at 810 Main St is one of the last operating candy manufacturers in an area once known as Confectioner’s Row.

2 Innovative History

The oldest industrial structure in Cambridge is at 700 Main St. Since the 1830s, it has been the production site of many technologies, from train cars to plumbing wrenches and Polaroid cameras. Nowadays, it is a biotech incubator, where startup companies can rent lab space to get their companies going. Who knows what innovations will come out of here in the coming years?

3 From Medicine to Space

A few blocks northeast, Technology Square is an innovation hub, home to Draper Labs (partially responsible for Apollo’s moon landing), Moderna (developers of life-saving vaccines) and the Whitehead Institute (creators of the Human Genome Project).

4 Asymmetrical Architecture

Duck down Vassar St to the MIT Stata Center. You can enter the 1st floor to check out the intriguing, interactive, multimedia art on display. A small exhibit details the extremely innovative ‘hacks’ (pranks) for which MIT students are famous.

5 Cutting-Edge Research

Return to Main St and continue east to the Broad Institute (rhymes with ‘road’). Interesting exhibits at the Broad Discovery Center demonstrate how the institute’s research on genomes is leading to treatments for many different human diseases. Docents are on hand to answer questions.

6 Tech Giant

Further east on Main St is the Cambridge headquarters of Google. The technology giant’s ties to this city go all the way back to 2005 when it acquired a local startup called Android.

7 Honoring the Innovators

Nearby is the Entrepreneur’s Walk of Fame, recognizing inventors and entrepreneurs, from Thomas Edison to Steve Jobs.

8 Incredible Exhibits

Cap off your tour with an afternoon at the MIT Museum, a fabulous display of world-changing research and mind-boggling innovation.



EXPERIENCES

Paddle the Charles RiverKayaking

Get a new perspective on the city when you rent a canoe or kayak from Paddle Boston map Google map (paddleboston.com) near Kendall Sq. Experienced kayakers can venture into the harbor, but the river and basin are perfectly lovely for skyline views and fall foliage.

Another outlet in Allston, near Harvard Square, allows for an excellent one-way 5-mile paddle between the two rental centers. End at Kendall and celebrate with lunch or libations on the canal-side patio at Locke Bar map Google map (thelockebar.com).

Explore Mt Auburn CemeteryCemetery

With graceful landscaping and moving memorials, Mt Auburn Cemetery map Google map (mountauburn.org) is the country’s oldest and loveliest garden cemetery. It is a delightful destination for grave spotting, bird-watching or just peaceful contemplation.

Near the entrance, the gorgeous neo-Gothic Bigelow Chapel over-looks an ornamental garden. Follow Fountain Ave to Magnolia Ave along the eastern edge of the graveyard to reach Washington Tower (open seasonally), offering fabulous views of Boston in the distance.

Pick up a map to find the graves of Mary Baker Eddy (founder of the Church of Christ, Scientist), Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (19th-century poet), Isabella Stewart Gardner (socialite and art collector), Oliver Wendell Holmes (US Supreme Court justice) and Winslow Homer (19th-century painter), among other folks.

Discover Pre-Revolutionary CambridgeHistoric site

Originally known as Newtowne, Cambridge was settled by the Massachusetts Bay Co in 1631. Present-day Winthrop Square map Google map was the hub of the early settlement. Harvard College was founded in 1636, and the town was later renamed after the university in England.

Cambridge Common map Google map was the village green, originally used for pastureland and military training. The gallows loomed nearby. Nowadays, you can see a trio of cannons from the Revolution and a memorial to 18th-century Black leader Prince Hall.

Christ Church map Google map (cccambridge.org) is the oldest church in Cambridge, completed in 1761. Adjacent to the church, the Old Burying Ground contains graves dating from 1636.

Brattle St was the epicenter of colonial-era poshness. Lined with the mansions of royal sympathizers, the street earned the nickname Tory Row map Google map. Brattle St’s most famous resident was not a Tory but a poet. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow inhabited the stately manor at 105 Brattle St. now called Longfellow House map Google map (nps.gov/long, free), a National Historic Site.

Go Out on the Town in CambridgeBar

On Sunday nights, poets (and fans) congregate in the underground space at Lizard Lounge map Google map (lizardloungeclub.com) to perform in verse, with live jazz accompaniment. The vibe is inclusive, and the poetry is subversive. If Sunday doesn’t work for you, a similar event takes place on Wednesdays at the Cantab Lounge map Google map (thecantablounge.com).

So you think you can dance? Even if the answer is no, you’ll have a blast at Havana Club map Google map (havanaclubsalsa.com). Come early for the bachata lesson and then dance the night away every evening but Wednesday. No partner required. If you’re more adroit with your hands than your feet, head to Roxy’s Arcade map Google map (roxysarcade.com). This ‘secret’ spot is packed with pinball machines, retro video games and arcade classics, and has a cocktail bar.

Follow in the Footsteps of Julia ChildFood

The original celebrity chef, Julia Child was a Cambridge resident for 40 years, living at 103 Irving St map Google map – where her kitchen was also a TV set. Julia often frequented nearby shops, such as the Wine & Cheese Cask map Google map (thewineandcheesecask.com) and Savenor’s Market map Google map (savenorsmarket.com). Look for her signature ‘Bon Appétit’ in the concrete in front of the latter. Nearby, PRB Boulangerie map Google map (prbboulangerie.com) arrived in the neighborhood in 2023, but surely Julia would approve of its authentic French pastries.

Of course, the best way to embody Julia’s bon vivant spirit is to cook. The Cambridge School of Culinary Arts map Google map (cambridgeculinary.com) offers one-time courses focusing on significant meals or fun techniques. For daring duos, special ‘Cooking Couples’ classes focus on regional foods, wine pairing and more.


BEST JAZZ MUSIC

Lilypad

map Google map

The smallest venue ever, with an intriguing lineup of modern jazz and other avant-garde stuff.

Mad Monkfish

map Google map

Asian fare on the menu and live jazz on the scene Friday through Sunday.

Plough & Stars

map Google map

A tiny Irish pub with live music six nights a week, plus unexpectedly excellent food.

Regattabar

map Google map

Books excellent jazz musicians from around the world.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $ $ Midrange     $ $ $ Top End
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Eating

Vegetarian

Veggie Galaxy $

map Google map

Everything you ever wanted from a classic all-American diner – without the meat. Bonus: an amazing vegan bakery. 11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri, 9am-10pm Sat, to 9pm Sun

CloverHSQ $

map Google map

Once a food truck, now a chain of Earth-friendly fast food, famous for rosemary fries and chickpea fritters. 7am-10pm Mon-Sat, 11am-8pm Sun

Life Alive $

map Google map

A joyful, healthful and purposeful approach to eating animal-free food. The Green Goddess grain bowl is divine. 8am-10pm Mon-Sat, to 9pm Sun

International

Hokkaido Ramen Santouka $

map Google map

Fast service and satisfying noodles from the Japanese chain, with an authentic shoutout to guests as they arrive and depart. 11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 9:30pm Fri-Sun

Naco Taco $

map Google map

Indulge in tacos and tortas on the most inviting patio in Cambridge. 11am-10pm Sun-Wed, to midnight Thu-Sat

Dumpling House $$

map Google map

A Chinatown transplant serving a dozen varieties of dumplings, including highly recommended soup dumplings. 11am-10pm Wed-Mon

Worth a Splurge

Little Donkey $$$

map Google map

A cozy bistro serving globally inspired small plates. 5-9pm Mon-Wed, to 10pm Thu-Sat, 10:30am-2:30pm Sun

Waypoint $$$

map Google map

Truly innovative presentations of all kinds of seafood, such as smoked whitefish pizza and uni bucatini (sea urchin pasta). Bonus: $1 oysters before 7pm. 5-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Sweets & Treats

LA Burdick $

map Google map

A boutique chocolatier serving some of the best chocolate you’ll drink in your lifetime. 8am-9pm

Toscanini’s $

map Google map

The original location of a Cambridge classic. The ice-cream flavors are unexpected and delicious, and they change often. noon-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Earnest Drinks $

map Google map

Ice cream in the front, cocktails in the back. Get the best of both worlds with a boozy frappe. 4:30-9pm Mon-Thu, from 2pm Fri, noon-9pm Sat
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Drinking

Cocktails & Craft Beer

Shays Pub & Wine Bar

map Google map

A crowded, convivial beer bar that’s a favorite among Harvard grad students. 4-11pm Mon-Wed, noon-1am Thu-Sat, to 11pm Sun

Lamplighter Brewing Co

map Google map

Flights and pints of frothy goodness, as well as beer snacks and board games. 11am-10pm Sun & Mon, to midnight Tue-Sat

Wusong Road

map Google map

Fancy cocktails are the star of the show at this stylish tiki bar decked out in Polynesian decor. 3-11pm Mon, from noon Tue & Wed, noon-midnight Thu-Sat, to 11pm Sun

Brick & Mortar

map Google map

Enter through the unmarked door and climb the dark stairs to cool cocktail heaven. No pretenses here – just a chilled-out vibe and a choice list of libations. 5pm-midnight Mon-Wed, to 1am Thu-Sat
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Shopping

Souvenirs

Ward Maps

map Google map

Maps, maps and more maps. Come for unique souvenirs like vintage MBTA paraphernalia. 10am-6pm Mon-Fri, from noon Sat & Sun

Cardullo’s Gourmet Shoppe

map Google map

Check out favorites, such as Boston salt-water taffy and Maine clam chowder. 9am-8pm Mon-Wed, to 9pm Thu-Sat, 11am-7pm Sun

Cambridge Artists Cooperative

map Google map

Handmade jewelry, woven scarves, pottery and more are made and sold by co-op members. noon-6pm Tue-Sun

Record Shops

Planet Records

map Google map

A small space with an impressive selection of vinyl, especially jazz and classical music. 11am-6pm

Armageddon Shop

map Google map

A record store with a commitment to under-ground music, especially by local musicians. noon-8pm Mon-Sat, to 6pm Sun

Bookstores

Rodney’s Bookstore

map Google map

The only used bookstore in Cambridge. Thousands of books are packed into this pocket-sized space, including a selection of $1 bargains. 9:30am-9pm Mon-Sat, noon-8pm Sun

Grolier Poetry Bookshop

map Google map

Founded in 1927, this is the oldest poetry bookstore in the United States. Over the years, TS Eliot, ee cummings and Allen Ginsberg passed through these doors. Check out the calendar of poetry readings. 11am-7pm Wed-Fri, noon-5pm Sat

Harvard Book Store

map Google map

Family-owned and operated since 1932 – not officially affiliated with Harvard, but it is the community’s favorite place to browse. 9am-10pm Mon-Sat, 10am-9pm Sun

Million Year Picnic

map Google map

Named after the Ray Bradbury sci-fi short story, this is the best comic bookstore in the square. 11am-7pm
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Family Travel

Boston is one giant history museum and the setting for many lively and informative field trips. Families are a big part of the audience here, so most venues go the extra mile to accommodate them.



History Lesson

In family-friendly Boston, many historic sites offer programs that help children understand past events, especially the American Revolution. Most local museums have exhibits specially geared to kids of elementary age. Children can walk through history on the Freedom Trail and Black Heritage Trail, and costume-clad guides bring the history to life.



Urban Outdoors

Boston offers plenty of opportunities for kids to go outside and play. Hit the playgrounds at the Charles River Esplanade, and cool off in the splash pad on the Boston Common. Ride the carousel on the Rose Kennedy Greenway or the swan boats at the Public Garden. Explore the fort at Castle Island, and ferry out to the Boston Harbor Islands.

Public Transportation

Kids under the age of 12 can ride the T and the bus for free.
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PUBLIC TOILETS

When you gotta go, you gotta go, especially when you’re a kid. Scan this QR code for the city’s interactive map of public toilets, as well as a list by neighborhood.
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Dining Out

Most restaurants offer children’s menus and high chairs for the youngest guests.



Art for Kids

Boston’s art museums offer free or reduced admission for kids, as well as scavenger hunts and hands-on art activities to keep them engaged. Note that backpack-style baby carriers are not allowed in these museums.






Accommodations

Prices are high in Boston, but the options are many for comfortable and atmospheric places to stay.


Where to stay if you love…

History & City Vibes

Downtown & Chinatown Stay downtown to be at the center of the action, within walking distance of many historic sites, restaurants and transportation options.


OUR PICK

We love to stay in...

Cambridge

Stay in Cambridge to experience Harvard and MIT’s unique campus cultures, as well as museums, restaurants and nightlife to rival those in Boston. Cambridge has (slightly) more breathing room than its neighbor to the south, but it’s a quick ride across the river to central Boston and surrounding sights.



Affordable Options & Easy Access to Downtown

North End & West End Options in the North End are limited, but the West End gets points for affordability. Bonus points for proximity to Beacon Hill and downtown Boston.


HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN A …

dorm bed $50–80

midrange hotel $150–200

apartment rental $150–250



Classic Boston Architecture

Back Bay Spend the night in a Back Bay brownstone or some other swanky spot and experience high-end Boston living, with easy access to classy shopping and dining.

Art, Music & Sports

Fenway-Kenmore This lively neighborhood has it all, including the city’s top art museums and cultural institutions, diverse dining, and vibrant nightlife – not to mention beloved Fenway Park.

Sea Views

Seaport District & South Boston Choose one of the Seaport’s harborside hotels for spectacular views across the water, plus easy access to downtown Boston and one of the city’s hottest dining scenes.






Food, Drink & Nightlife

Allergies & Intolerances

People with food allergies and intolerances should not have any problems eating in Boston. Servers usually inquire about dietary restrictions before taking an order, and common allergens are often noted on menus. In any case, it’s always best to communicate with your server about your dietary restrictions.


WHERE TO EAT

Seafood shack

A casual waterside seafood restaurant.

Food hall

A collection of food vendors under one roof.

Food truck

A mobile eatery.
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Eating Clams

New England clam chowder (pictured) is a rich, creamy dish with clams and diced potatoes.

Fried clams are ubiquitous across New England, heaped on a plate with French fries or piled into a bun as a clam roll.

Steamers are soft-shell clams steamed in their shells and served whole.

HOW TO… Pay the Bill

After you finish your meal, your server will usually offer dessert or coffee and then bring the bill whether you ask for it or not.

Cash or card Most restaurants accept payment by cash or card; however, there are exceptions. A few old-school, family-run restaurants might require payment in cash (especially in the North End). Some food trucks and other small places only accept payment by card.

Tipping The tip is not usually included in the fee. Remember to tip at least 15%, and usually 20% to 25% for good service.



PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to the price of a main course.

$ less than $15

$$ $15–30

$$$ more than $30




OPENING HOURS

Cafes 7am to 3pm

Restaurants 11am to 10pm, or from 5pm for some high-end places

Bars 5pm to 1am or 2am
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Going Out

Breweries Almost every neighborhood has local craft breweries or beer bars.

Nightclubs Clubs are open from 10pm to 2am, but most of the action goes down after midnight.

Tipping Tip your bar-tender and your waitstaff. A 20% tip is the norm. Most restaurants and bars pay these hard-working folks well below minimum wage based on the assumption that the bulk of their earnings come directly from the customers.

Closing times If New York is the city that never sleeps, Boston might be the city that needs a good eight hours. Liquor laws dictate that alcohol service must end by 2am, but many bars close earlier, especially on school nights.

Transportation The T stops running around 1am, so be sure you know how you’re getting home.

Happy hours There are none. It’s illegal for bars in Massachusetts to offer free or discounted alcoholic drinks.


HOW MUCH FOR A…

espresso
$4–5

craft beer
$8–10

glass of wine
$12–16

scoop of ice cream
$5

plate of pasta
$25

lobster roll
$30–35

upscale three-course dinner
$60–80








LGBTIQ+ Travelers

With an out and active LGBTIQ+ population, Boston is among the most queer-friendly cities in the country.


Gayborhoods

Boston is LGBTIQ+ friendly through and through, but a few neighborhoods have larger and more visible populations (and amenities) than others.

South End Boston’s OG gay neighborhood since the 1980s when the ‘queer eye’ moved in and cleaned everything up. Home of the city’s longest-standing and best-known LGBTIQ+ venues.

Jamaica Plain A diverse ’hood known for its social activism, vegetarian restaurants and lesbian clubs.

Dorchester When Boston property values shot through the roof, folx started moving south to working-class Dorchester, which is now home to some of the city’s LGBTIQ+ hot spots.

Cambridge An intellectual hub with a young population and liberal politics. It has few dedicated LGBTIQ+ venues, but the population is out, active and well entrenched in the community.


OUR PICKS

By Day

SUNDAY

Drag brunch at Carrie Nation in Beacon Hill.

MONDAY

Drag bingo at Club Cafe.

TUESDAY

Show tunes at dbar in Dorchester.

WEDNESDAY

Catch a game at Cathedral Station.

THURSDAY

Queeraoke at Midway Cafe in Jamaica Plain.

FRIDAY

Friday Feels in Dorchester.

SATURDAY

Drag Me to the Main Stage at Jacques Cabaret.




EQUALITY TRAIL

The Equality Trail follows the route of Boston’s first Gay Pride March in 1971. Scan this QR code to follow the route.
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PRIDE FOR THE PEOPLE

Boston Pride for the People takes place on the second weekend in June, celebrating all things queer with a parade, festival and other events around the city.



Resources

• baywindows.com A weekly newspaper for LGBTIQ+ readers, with a print and web edition.

• edgeboston.com The Boston edition of the nationwide network of publications that offer news and entertainment for LGBTIQ+ readers, including a culture section.






Health & Safe Travel

Boston is a mostly safe city but it still requires a degree of vigilance, especially in the later hours.


Crime

A large majority of crime in Boston happens in a relatively small section of the city, mostly outlying areas away from tourist attractions. That said, some areas of central Boston feel deserted at night, making it less safe to walk around. This is the case in the Downtown Crossing shopping district and the southern part of the South End, but it’s best to avoid walking around any deserted area after dark.


EXTREME TEMPERATURES

Whether the heat and humidity of summer or the bitter cold of winter, Boston’s temperatures can be dangerous. Be sure to dress appropriately if you’re going to be spending any time outside. Be aware that alcohol consumption is dehydrating and can also mask symptoms of hypothermia.



Tobacco & Cannabis

Smoking is prohibited in public places in Boston and Cambridge, including hotels, restaurants, bars and city parks.

Recreational and medical use of cannabis products is legal in Massachusetts if you’re 21 or older. You can’t carry more than 1oz with you, and you’re not allowed to use marijuana in a public place.


Emergency Number

In case of emergency, dial 911 to reach the police, fire department or ambulance services.




QUICK INFO

Security Always lock bicycles and automobiles, preferably in high-traffic areas.

Tap water Tap water is safe to drink and perfectly acceptable to order in a restaurant.

Medical services Medical facilities in Boston are excellent.








Responsible Travel

Follow these tips to leave a lighter footprint, support local and have a positive impact on communities.
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Tips to Reduce Your Environmental Impact

Take these simple steps to reduce your environmental impact while traveling in Boston and at home in your daily life. Reduce carbon emissions by traveling around the city on foot, or by public transportation or bicycle. Always carry a just-in-case tote bag to reduce plastic use and avoid the 5-cent surcharge for store bags. Don’t forget your reusable water bottle!

Buy Local

Sample local eats from the diverse vendors, such as Boston baked beans (pictured) at the Boston Public Market or pick up a unique souvenir in the SoWa Art & Design District.
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OUR PICK

Urban AdvenTours

Instead of a bus tour, explore the city by bicycle.

Urban AdvenTours (urbanadventours.com) offers cycling tours of Boston, Cambridge and the Emerald Necklace route.



Eat Plants

Even in seafood-centric Boston, vegetarians and vegans have plenty of options, particularly in Cambridge. Clover has outposts in Harvard Square and downtown. Life Alive serves veggie dishes in Central Square and Back Bay. Lulu Green is a cafe-bistro in South Boston, and Veggie Galaxy is a classic diner (but animal free) in Central Square.

Resources

• mos.org/centers/environment Explore how science and technology can slow climate change. • hmnh.harvard.edu/climate-change Understand how to mitigate the risks of climate change.



SECONDHAND TREASURES

Look for vintage finds at thrift stores like Covet (covetboston.com), which has locations in Beacon Hill, Back Bay and South Boston; the Garment District (garmentdistrict.com) in Kendall Sq; and the weekly SoWa Open Market in the South End.



Architectural Icon & Environmental Innovator

Towering over the Charles River like a precarious stack of books, the Center for Computing & Data Sciences (CCDS) at Boston University is certainly visually intriguing, but what’s got everybody talking is its cutting-edge approach to sustainability. The building has no gas line, and BU claims it is 100% fossil-fuel free. CCDS is heated and cooled by geothermal stores that lie 1500ft underground. Pumps draw the heat down into the ground during the summer and then bring it back up in the winter. The interior design is also innovative – a ‘vertical campus’ that strives to foster interaction and collaboration.


EAT LOCAL MA

Support local farms and enjoy fresh local products. Scan this QR code to download the Eat Local MA app for a map of local food, farms and farmers markets.
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Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when traveling; Lonely Planet urges all travelers to engage with their travel carbon footprint, which will mainly come from air travel. While there often isn’t an alternative, travelers can look to minimise the number of flights they take, opt for newer aircrafts and use cleaner ground transportation, such as trains. One proposed solution—purchasing carbon offsets—unfortunately does not cancel out the impact of individual flights. While most destinations will depend on air travel for the foreseeable future, for now, pursuing ground-based travel where possible is the best course of action.

The UN Carbon Offset Calculator shows how flying impacts a household’s emissions.
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The ICAO’s carbon emissions calculator enables visitors to analyse the CO2 generated by point-to-point journeys.
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Accessible Travel

Museums & More

Boston’s largest museums provide wheelchairs, ASL interpreters and other assistance for visitors with disabilities, as well as programs for patrons with sensory requirements. Institutions include the Boston Children’s Museum, Museum of Fine Arts, New England Aquarium and Museum of Science, as well as Fenway Park.

Airport Access

All terminals at Boston’s Logan International Airport have accessible ramps, and restrooms and elevators with braille and buttons. The MBTA Silver Line buses, which stop at all terminals and travel to South Station, are wheelchair accessible.


TRANSIT

Most – but not all – MBTA stations, subways, buses and commuter trains are accessible. See the MBTA’s online station guide (mbta.com/stops/subway) for specifics. The Green Line is particularly problematic because some stations require stairs to reach the platform.



Accommodations

Boston’s larger and newer hotels offer the best options for travelers with disabilities. Historic properties, small B&Bs and apartments in heri-tage buildings may be more challenging. Check with individual properties before booking.


OUR PICK

Mayor Menino Park is an accessible playground, located in Charlestown in front of the Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital. Special features include a ramped play structure and opportunities for sensory play. The former mayor of Boston initiated its construction after the 2013 Boston Marathon bombings, which caused more than 260 injuries, including many lost limbs and lower leg injuries. The playground caters to children of all abilities, as well as Spaulding rehab patients of all ages.




NEWER = MORE ACCESSIBLE

In historic Boston, more recently constructed buildings, from museums and hotels to transit stations, provide better accessibility than heritage buildings, but staff at most facilities can assist with access.



Resources

• mbta.com/trip-planner Select the wheelchair-accessible option (if needed) to figure out how to get around on public transit.






Nuts & Bolts

Opening Hours

Banks 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday, sometimes 9am to noon or 2pm Saturday

Bars and clubs To midnight Monday through Thursday, often to 1am or 2am Friday and Saturday, closing earlier on Sunday

Businesses 9am to 5pm or 6pm Monday to Friday

Restaurants Open 7am (breakfast), 11am (lunch) or 5pm (dinner), close 9pm or 10pm.

Shops 10am to 7pm Monday to Saturday, sometimes noon to 5pm Sunday


QUICK INFO

Time zone Eastern Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus five hours)

Country code +1

Emergency number 911

Population 667,137



ELECTRICITY
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Public Holidays

New Year’s Day January 1

Martin Luther King Jr Day Third Monday in January

Presidents’ Day Third Monday in February

Evacuation Day March 17 (marking the 1776 evacuation of British forces)

Patriots’ Day Third Monday in April (commemorating the start of the American Revolution)

Memorial Day Last Monday in May

Bunker Hill Day June 17 (remembering the 1775 Battle of Bunker Hill)

Juneteenth June 19

Independence Day July 4

Labor Day First Monday in September

Indigenous Peoples’ Day Second Monday in October

Veterans Day November 11

Thanksgiving Day Fourth Thursday in November

Christmas Day December 25

Wi-fi Access

Hotels and other accommodations typically have wi-fi for guests, and you can get online in many cafes, museums, shopping malls and airports. In some city parks and out-door locations, you can connect to Wicked Free Wi-Fi, the city of Boston’s free network.








Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travelers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you are happy to have your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/legal.
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