

[image: Front Cover]




[image: Full Page Sampler]







Contents


Plan Your Trip


The Journey Begins Here

Our Picks

Three Perfect Days

Get Prepared

When To Go

Getting There

Getting Around

A Few Surprises





Explore Chicago


The Loop

Near North & Navy Pier

Gold Coast

Lincoln Park & Old Town

Lake View & Wrigleyville

Wicker Park, Bucktown & Ukrainian Village

West Loop & Near West Side

Pilsen & Near South Side





Top Experiences


Millennium Park

Art Institute of Chicago

Willis Tower

Chicago Architecture Center

Navy Pier

Museum of Contemporary Art

360 Chicago

Lincoln Park

Wrigley Field

Northalsted, Chicago’s Gayborhood

Field Museum

Griffin Museum of Science & Industry





Chicago Toolkit


Family Travel

Accommodations

Food, Drink & Nightlife

LGBTIQ+ Travelers

Health & Safe Travel

Responsible Travel

Accessible Travel

Nuts & Bolts

This Book









The Journey Begins Here
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Chicago is the New York City equivalent for us Midwestern folk, that magnetic urban black hole with an appeal so inescapable that you have no choice but to fall into it. The city’s grand architecture always strikes me, from the world’s first skyscrapers to Frank Lloyd Wright masterpieces.

Chicago’s vibe is far more laid-back than any of its East Coast counterparts, and its come-as-you-are attitude welcomes all.
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Lauren Keith

@noplacelike_it

Lauren is a travel writer who has fallen in love with Chicago countless times over the past 20 years of visiting.
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THE BEST

Architecture Experiences

The Great Fire of 1871 didn’t just ignite more than 17,000 buildings in Chicago: it also sparked an architectural revolution. Ambitious young designers streamed in with bold ideas to try out on the blank landscape.
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Hop aboard a boat tour on the Chicago River with the Chicago Architecture Center and see the dazzling buildings overhead. (pictured)
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Ascend 103 floors in the Willis Tower and then peer straight down from a glass-floored ledge in Chicago’s tallest skyscraper.

Tilt out of the top of 875 Michigan Ave (formerly known as the John Hancock Center) at 360 Chicago.
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Gaze at Gold Coast mansions on Astor Street, where Chicago’s rich and power-ful have lived since the 1880s.

Explore the Rookery and other arch-itectural stars in the Loop, from early skyscrapers to modern towers. (pictured)

See where Frank Lloyd Wright lived for 20 years in Oak Park, home to the densest concentration of his buildings in the world.







THE BEST

Museum Experiences

The world’s largest dinosaur. The most impressionist paintings outside of France. The Western Hemisphere’s biggest science museum. Chicago’s superlative institutions draw millions of visitors each year to explore their treasures.
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Gawk at color-swirled Monets, Picassos, Van Goghs and a very big, dotted Seurat in the sprawling Art Institute of Chicago.
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Explore a WWII German U-boat, a dollhouse filled with precious gems, a full-scale coal mine and more at the Griffin Museum of Science & Industry. (pictured)

Learn from colorful folk art and altars at the National Museum of Mexican Art, the USA’s largest Latinx art institution.
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Size up Sue the T-rex, towering totem poles and magnificent mummies at the Field Museum, one of the world’s foremost scientific research institutions.

Wander among antique equipment and fascinating exhibits on the history of medical science at the International Museum of Surgical Science, which fills a lakefront mansion. (pictured)







THE BEST

Lake & River Experiences

Lake Michigan edges the city from north to south. It’s huge, a freshwater ‘sea’ whose frothy waves ripple over the horizon with no end in sight. Almost the entire lakefront is public parkland.
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Mosey out on Navy Pier, which stretches a half-mile into Lake Michigan and offers sweet skyline views, especially from the 196ft Ferris wheel.
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Join locals on the running paths, athletic fields and beaches in water-hugging Lincoln Park, Chicago’s largest green space.

Have fun in the sun with a swim in the water, by joining a beach yoga class or going for a run at North Avenue Beach. (pictured)
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Float through Chicago’s ‘canyons’ of glistening steel and concrete on the river or head out onto the wide expanse of Lake Michigan with two paddles with Wateriders, Chicago’s oldest kayak rental company.

Wander along the water on Chicago’s Riverwalk, a 1.25-mile-long promenade dotted with outdoor cafes and umbrella-shaded bars. (pictured)







THE BEST

Iconic Chicago Experiences

Chicago looms large in the collective imagination: the hulking skyline as it juts into the clouds, Frank Sinatra crooning about the Wrigley Building or the image of Ferris Bueller pondering works at the Art Institute.
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Spend an afternoon in the bleachers at Wrigley Field, hot dog and beer in hand, rooting for a Cubs win.
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Hear the blues howl and slide at Buddy Guy’s Legends, an atmospheric club owned by the famed guitarist. (pictured)

Open wide for a thick, gooey-cheese slice of deep-dish pizza, perhaps invented at Pizzeria Uno – the claim to fame is hotly debated.
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Laugh out loud at Second City, the comedy venue that put improv on the map and launched many superstars’ careers.

Find your reflection in Cloud Gate, aka ‘the Bean,’ the awesomely mirrored sculpture where you can take a selfie with a skyline background.

Track down the Route 66 sign – the famous Mother Road starts in downtown Chicago. (pictured)







THE BEST

Food & Drink Experiences

Foodies dig Chicago for bizarre but iconic eats and its come-as-you-are scene of award-winning restaurants. Several established craft breweries get creative in their taprooms and add to the goodness.
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Dig into deep-dish pizza, Chicago’s most famous culinary concoction, at Pizzeria Uno, where it was supposedly invented. (pictured)

Sink your teeth into a drippy Italian beef sandwich, a Chicago specialty made even more famous by The Bear television series, at Al’s #1 Italian Beef.

Drink your way through the breweries and distilleries that have taken over former factories in the West Loop.
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Try to keep a straight face while downing a shot of Malört (pictured), Chicago’s local liquor that’s famous for its unusual taste, at a dive bar in Wrigleyville.

Splurge on an unforgettable three-Michelin-star meal at Smyth or pick from the menu of other top-notch eats around Chicago’s ‘Restaurant Row’ (Randolph St).






Best for Kids

Watch chimpanzees swing, lions roar and penguins waddle at Lincoln Park Zoo and then feed chickens and cows at the on-site farm.

Excavate dinosaur bones, climb a ropey schooner and make art at the Chicago Children’s Museum before enjoying the carnival rides on Navy Pier.

Explore the U-boat, watch baby chicks hatch and get lost in the labyrinthine mirror maze at the Griffin Museum of Science & Industry.

Take your pick among the playgrounds at Maggie Daley Park, including an enchanted forest to wander through and a large ship to pretend-sail.

Immerse the family in gentle outdoor thrills, such as the butterfly haven, frog marsh and wilderness walk at the underrated Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum.





Best for Free

Dig into the boatload of freebies at Millennium Park, especially in summer, including morning yoga classes, afternoon art walks and evening concerts.

Pop into the Chicago Cultural Center for gratis goodness, such as museum-quality art exhibitions, foreign film screenings and hour-long tours of downtown.

Drop your jaw at Art on the Mart, a trippy, ever-changing light show projected onto the world’s largest commercial building each night.

Follow The 606, a trail that unfolds on an elevated train track repurposed into a smart, public art–laden walking and cycling path.

Meander along the byways of Lincoln Park, hear lions roar in Lincoln Park Zoo, smell exotic flowers in the conservatory and discover the calm of the hidden lily pool, all for free.







Three Perfect Days

The nation’s third-largest city covers a lot of ground, but you can see a good chunk of it if you have a plan. Here’s our guide to get you started.
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DAY ONE

Only Have One Day?

MORNING

Take a Chicago Architecture Center boat tour and ogle the most skyscraping collection of buildings the country has to offer. Saunter over to Millennium Park (pictured) to see ‘the Bean’ reflect the skyline.

AFTERNOON

Explore the Art Institute of Chicago, the nation’s second-largest art museum. Next, head to Willis Tower, zip up to the 103rd floor and step out onto the glass-floored ledge.

EVENING

Choose from the bounty of eateries on the West Loop’s ‘Restaurant Row’ (Randolph St). Afterward, knock back a house-brewed beer at Cruz Blanca or sip an imaginative cocktail at James Beard winner Aviary.

[image: jpg]

ALEXANDRE F FAGUNDES/SHUTTERSTOCK ©




DAY TWO

A Weekend Trip

MORNING

Shop and stroll Michigan Ave, aka the Magnificent Mile. Wander the half-mile-long Navy Pier (pictured) and take a spin on the high-in-the-sky Ferris wheel.

AFTERNOON

Take the water taxi to the Museum Campus. Dinosaurs and gemstones stuff the Field Museum, sharks swim in the kiddie-mobbed Shedd Aquarium, and meteorites and space capsules are on view at the Adler Planetarium.

EVENING

Bars pack the main streets in Wicker Park. Track down the door to Violet Hour, a nouveau speakeasy pouring award-winning seasonal cocktails, or sample the suds at Forbidden Root, a ‘botanical brewery.’
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DAY THREE

A Short Break

MORNING

Dip your toes in Lake Michigan at North Avenue Beach. Amble northward through the sprawling greenery of Lincoln Park. Stop at Lincoln Park Zoo to see lions, zebras and bears. Pop into Lincoln Park Conservatory (pictured) to smell exotic blooms.

AFTERNOON

Head north to Wrigley Field for an afternoon baseball game. Afterward, practice your home-run swing at Sluggers and your beer drinking at Murphy’s Bleachers, two of the many rip-roaring bars that circle the stadium.

EVENING

Keep the party going in Wrigleyville and the LGBTIQ+ bars of Northalsted, Chicago’s out-and-proud district. Sidetrack sits in the middle of the action.
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If You Have More Time

South in Hyde Park, the Griffin Museum of Science & Industry packs 9 acres of exhibits into a building constructed for the 1893 World’s Fair, including an entire German U-boat, a full-size replica of a coal mine and much more.

Find the whole world in Chicago by checking out its international neighborhoods. Visit the free National Museum of Mexican Art in Pilsen, grab lunch at a dim sum restaurant in Chinatown and admire the ornate gate and architecture, and pop into the churches, restaurants and bars in Ukrainian Village.

For fun photo ops and immersive exhibitions, check out Chicago’s growing stable of experiential spaces, such as the Instagram-ready Museum of Ice Cream, the slime-filled Sloomoo Institute and the digital art displays at the WNDR Museum.

Come evening, hit the heights of the 94th-floor observatory at 360 Chicago and see what’s on stage in Chicago’s Theater District.
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A City Day Trip

Journey out to Oak Park (pictured), a suburb west of Chicago easily reached by L train or Metra, to find the architectural fingerprints of Frank Lloyd Wright. The town is home to the world’s largest number of Wright-designed buildings, including his own home and studio and the concrete cube of Unity Temple, a 1908 Unitarian church.

Wright called Oak Park home for two decades, from 1889 to 1909, and was only 22 years old when he built his house here, the first one he ever designed. He was soon drawing up plans for several neighbors, designing 25 buildings within a few square miles.
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On a Rainy Day

The Museum Campus is home to three major Chicago museums that make for a perfect outing, rain or shine. Start at the Field Museum, the biggest of the bunch. This institution houses everything but the kitchen sink. The collection’s rock star is Sue, the largest Tyrannosaurus rex yet discovered.

From the east exit, it takes less than five minutes to walk to the Shedd Aquarium, where just 5in of Plexiglas separate you from two dozen fierce-looking sharks and other sea critters. The Adler Planetarium (pictured) is just a 10-minute walk beyond the aquarium (or wait for bus 130 or 146).
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Get Prepared


BOOK AHEAD

Two months before Book your hotel. Reserve tables at hot restaurants such as Alinea, Girl & the Goat and Smyth.

Two weeks before Reserve a table at your other must-eat restaurants and book tickets for sports events and blockbuster museum exhibits.

One week before Check hottix.org for half-price theater tickets. To see entertainment options and make bookings, check chicagoreader.com.



Manners Matter

Tips They’re expected at table-service restaurants unless your bill specifically says otherwise. At least 20% is customary.

Smoking Don’t smoke in restaurants or bars or on their outdoor patios.

On L trains Don’t block the doors, and keep your phone volume down.

On escalators Stand on the right side and walk on the left side.

Local Lingo

The L is the train, as in ‘I have to catch the L.’ It’s short for ‘elevated,’ which all tracks were initially. But now trains also run on subway tracks. It’s still called the L.

LSD is short for Lake Shore Drive, sometimes called ‘the Drive,’ and officially DuSable Lake Shore Drive.

Slashie is the term for a combination bar/liquor store.

Things to Know

Crime You’ve probably heard about Chicago’s high murder rate, but this is mostly concentrated in a handful of far west and far south neighborhoods. Overall, major tourist areas are reasonably safe, but take normal big-city precautions.

Marijuana The state has legalized marijuana for recreational purposes. You must be 21 or older to purchase marijuana products from licensed dispensaries. Illinois residents are allowed 5g of cannabis concentrate or 30g of cannabis flower – out-of-state visitors are permitted only half of these limits.

Alcohol outdoors It’s against the law to have an open container of alcohol in public. However, this is overlooked during most concerts at Millennium Park, as well as at Navy Pier if you buy from one of the on-site vendors.



TIPPING

Tipping isn’t optional. Withhold tips only in cases of outrageously bad service.

[image: jpg]





DAILY BUDGET

BUDGET: Less than $150

• Hostel dorm bed: $50

• Lunch specials: $15

• CTA day pass: $5

• Discount theater or blues club ticket: $10–25

MIDRANGE: $150–350

• Double room at a hotel or B&B: $175–275

• Dinner and a drink in a casual restaurant: $50

• Architecture boat tour: $54

• Cubs bleacher seat: $75

TOP END: More than $350

• Double room at a luxury hotel: $400

• Dinner at Michelin-starred Alinea: from $325

• Lyric Opera ticket: $200





Currency

US dollar ($)

Language

English

Time zone

Central Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus six hours)




TIP

If you’re visiting Chicago’s biggest (and most expensive) attractions, look into CityPass (citypass.com/chicago), which gives access to five of the city’s top draws, including the Art Institute, Shedd Aquarium and Willis Tower, over nine consecutive days.
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When To Go

Chicago’s beachy, festival-laden summer is the best time to visit, though spring and fall rock too, with fewer crowds. Beware of brutal winter temperatures.


Chicago shines in summer, its peak season. The weather warms, and everyone dashes for the beaches, baseball stadiums and beer gardens. Festivals rock the neighborhoods every weekend.

Things start to wind down crowd-wise in September and October, but the weather remains pleasant, and plenty of big events keep the party going. Soon, winter winds and cold begin to bite. The city twinkles with holiday cheer, prices drop and crowds disappear. Warmth creeps back in April and May, and outdoor action begins anew.


The Biggest Bashes

March: For St Patrick’s Day, everyone in Chicago is Irish. The local plumbers’ union dyes the Chicago River shamrock green (pouring in a secret, biodegradable coloring) and then a big parade follows through downtown. Pubs and bars across the city are packed.

June: The Chicago Blues Festival is the globe’s biggest free blues gathering, with multiple stages in Millennium Park putting on the electrified, minor-key grooves that made Chicago famous.

June: Join the party of colorful floats and revelers celebrating all things LGBTIQ+ during Chicago’s Pride Parade. More than 800,000 people pack the route along Broadway and Halsted Sts in Lake View.

August: Some 170 bands – including many A-listers – rock and roll on eight stages in Grant Park during Lollapalooza, the raucous and sweaty four-day music extravaganza.
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Chicago Weather
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Neighborhood Shindigs

January or February: Lions dance, firecrackers burst and marching bands bang their gongs during the Argyle Lunar New Year Parade, held on the main road in Uptown’s ‘Little Saigon.’

August: Artists from around the world come to town to paint murals in West Town and the West Loop for Titan Walls, with DJs and food vendors adding to the scene.

August: During the Bud Billiken Parade, a huge lineup of dancers, floats and drill teams strut their stuff along Martin Luther King Jr Dr through Bronzeville and Washington Park.

September: The German-American Oktoberfest is like you’re in Munich, except you’re in Lincoln Square drinking lagers in a beer tent to the tune of oompah bands.


BOOKING BARGAINS

Accommodations prices are lowest from January through March, followed by April, May, November and December. It’s also cheaper if you look beyond the Loop, Near North, Gold Coast and West Loop, especially if you have a vehicle, because parking costs around downtown are outrageous.








Getting There

Chicago has two international airports, O’Hare (ORD) and Midway (MDW). O’Hare serves more than 200 destinations with nonstop service and is one of the best-connected airports in the USA.


From the Airports to the City Center

By Train

Both airports have their own L train stations, operated by the Chicago Transit Authority (transitchicago.com). O’Hare station is on the Blue Line. Trains run 24/7 and cost $5. They depart every 10 minutes or so and reach downtown in 40 minutes. Midway station is on the Orange Line. Trains run between 4:30am and 2am and cost $2.50. They depart approximately every 15 minutes and reach downtown in 30 minutes.

Use a contactless credit or debit card for the fare or buy a ticket or reloadable Ventra card from machines at the stations.

By Taxi or Rideshare

At both airports, taxi stands are located outside of baggage claim at each terminal. Get in a taxi only from the designated stand to ensure that the driver is licensed. All taxis should have working meters. The average taxi fare to downtown is about $50 from O’Hare and $35 from Midway. A shared flat-rate taxi service to downtown is available, costing $24 per person from O’Hare and $18 per person from Midway.

Ride-hailing apps, such as Uber and Lyft, operate at ORD and MDW. At O’Hare, pickup is outside of Terminal 2 only. The price is about the same as for standard taxis.

Other Points of Entry

Union Station

Chicago’s grand columned Union Station is a hub for Amtrak trains (amtrak.com), with more long-distance connections than anywhere else in the country. Union Station also welcomes suburban and regional trains.

Union Station is not directly connected to the L network. For onward public transportation, Clinton (Blue Line) is a few blocks south. The Brown, Orange, Purple and Pink Lines station at Quincy is about a half-mile east.


Chicago Bus Station

Greyhound (greyhound.com) and Flixbus (flixbus.com) can be good options for budget travelers. The bus station is on Harrison St, a few blocks southwest of Union Station.







Getting Around

As the largest city in the Midwest, Chicago offers a multitude of options to get around without needing a car, including an extensive public transportation network bolstered by e-scooters, taxis and your own two feet. Driving is still an option, but beware of gnarly rush-hour traffic, expensive garages and parking restrictions on street-sweeping days.


L Train

The L (a system of elevated and subway trains) is often the fastest option to get you to most sights and neighborhoods in Chicago. Two of the eight color-coded lines – the Red Line and the Blue Line – operate 24 hours a day. The other lines run from roughly 4am to 1am daily, departing every 10 minutes or so.
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Bus

Buses cover areas that the L misses and operate from early morning until late evening. The standard fare is $2.25 with two free transfers within two hours. Buses are particularly useful for reaching the Museum Campus (home to the Field Museum and Shedd Aquarium), the Griffin Museum of Science & Industry, and Lincoln Park Zoo.

Bicycle & E-scooter

Chicago has nearly 450 miles of bikeways, and its Divvy bike-share system (divvybikes.com), operated by ride-hailing company Lyft, has more than 800 stations offering 15,000 bicycles, e-bikes and e-scooters. Divvy is available in all parts of Chicago, covering 234 sq miles, the largest bike-share system in North America. Rent by the ride ($1 to unlock plus $0.18 per minute for standard bicycles) or by the day ($18.10 for unlimited rides in a 24-hour period, up to three hours each). Lime (li.me), Spin (spin.app) and Superpedes-trian (superpedestrian.com) also rent e-scooters through their apps.


ESSENTIAL APP

Download the Google Maps app (maps.google.com) for the latest departure information for trains and buses.
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Taxi & Ride-Hailing Apps

Standard yellow cabs aren’t as ubiquitous on Chicago’s streets since ride-hailing apps like Uber (uber.com) and Lyft (lyft.com) came on the scene, but taxis can still be found around the downtown core. Curb (gocurb.com) is the city’s official taxi app.

Boat

One of the most scenic ways to get around Chicago is by boat. The city has two seasonal water-taxi companies that operate on the Chicago River and Lake Michigan.

Chicago Water Taxi (chicagowatertaxi.com) runs three routes from March to October. Stops are at Ogilvie/Union in the West Loop, Michigan Ave on the Riverwalk and Chinatown.

From late May to September, Shoreline Water Taxis (shorelinesightseeing.com/water-taxis) sets off from Navy Pier to the Museum Campus (lake route) and Union Station/Willis Tower (river route).

Public Transport Essentials

Fares & Tickets

The standard L train fare is $2.50, except from O’Hare Airport, which costs $5. Pay for your fare using a reloadable Ventra card (purchased from machines at L stations) or a contactless credit or debit card for the best price. It’s possible to buy one-way rides on the L and pay with cash to board Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) buses, but passengers are financially penalized for doing so. One-way tickets cost $3 and are not available at O’Hare, and paying with cash on the bus must be in exact change and does not allow free transfers.

Ventra cards cost $5, but this amount is refunded as transit credit if you register the card online (ventrachicago.com) or on the Ventra app.

The system does not have price capping, so if you plan on taking more than two journeys in a day, get a pass instead. One-/three-/seven-day passes cost $5/15/20.

Multiple Riders

If you’re traveling with a group, you can use a single Ventra card for up to seven people. Each traveler should touch the same Ventra card when entering the train station. On the bus, tell the driver how many people you want to pay for.

Delays & Safety

The CTA, the country’s second-largest public transportation network, is struggling to recover after the COVID-19 pandemic because of staffing shortages. As a result, train service has been cut by 22% and buses by 7%. The remaining services often don’t run to schedule.

The state of Chicago’s L trains can also be dire, with some unruly passengers smoking, littering and even urinating in the cars. The effect of this bad behavior is more unpleasant and annoying than outright dangerous, but the CTA has hired third-party security guards to monitor some stations and trains.


TRAVEL COSTS

Standard adult L train fare

$2.50

3-Day CTA Pass

$10

Divvy Bike Share

$1, plus $0.18 per minute




PEDWAY PROTECTION

Use the Pedway, a system of underground tunnels downtown, to avoid inclement weather.




TICKETS

Reduced prices on CTA services are available for seniors, travelers with disabilities and children under 12 years. Kids under seven years travel for free with a fare-paying adult.
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NIGHT OWL SERVICES

L trains

Blue Line & Red Line.



Buses

Eighteen bus lines operate 24/7, converging in the Loop and running about every 30 minutes. Look for an owl symbol on bus stop signs and the letter N before the route number.






A Few Surprises

Chicago’s skyscrapers and mega museums draw the attention, but look closely to find hidden treasures off the beaten track.


Midcoast USA

Didn’t pack your bathing suit? Visitors often don’t realize Chicago is a beach town, thanks to mammoth Lake Michigan lapping its side.

The city has more than two dozen official strands of sand patrolled by lifeguards in summer. Swimming is popular, though the water is pretty cold. Some beaches have great amenities, such as snack stands, beach bars, and rental outlets for kayaks and stand-up paddleboards. Favorite spots include Oak Street Beach – a sandbox in the shadow of skyscrapers – and North Avenue Beach, which gives off a bit of a Southern California vibe in summer. Buff teams spike volleyballs, kids build sandcastles and everyone jumps in for a swim when the weather heats up.
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Capone’s City

Gangster Al Capone came to Chicago from New York in 1919. He quickly moved up the ranks and was the city’s mob boss from 1924 to 1931, until Eliot Ness brought him down on tax evasion charges. Ness was the federal agent whose task force earned the name ‘The Untouchables’ because its members were supposedly impervious to bribes.

Prohibition – when it was illegal to manufacture, sell or transport alcohol in the USA, from 1920 to 1933 – fueled the success of the Chicago mob. Gangs made fortunes dealing in illegal beer, gin and other intoxicants, and the only places to consume alcohol were illegal speakeasies, many of which still exist as bars in Chicago. Twin Anchors went by the name Tante Lee Soft Drinks, and the secret passageway between the tavern and the apartment building next door – a necessity in case of police raids – is still intact. Stop at the Chicago History Museum to see a Prohibition-era still used to make bootleg liquor.
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A Handshake Deal

The sleek tasting room at CH Distillery in the West Loop would never give away the fact that it also produces Malört, Chicago’s iconic liquor. Carl Jeppson, a Swedish immigrant who moved to Chicago in the 1880s, marketed Malört as medicinal bitters during Prohibition. Today, practically every bar in town stocks it, and drinkers have described it variously as the flavor of pencil shavings, canal water, cleaning fluid and sweaty socks. (Its flavor comes from wormwood.) Downing a shot is a right of passage, often in the form of a Chicago Handshake: a shot of Malört with an Old Style beer. Order it in dive bars across the city.

Prairie Style

Not only is Chicago the birthplace of the skyscraper – the 10-story Home Insurance Building, completed in 1885 and demolished in 1931 – but it’s also where its architectural opposite, Prairie style, got its start. Frank Lloyd Wright, who began his career at Adler & Sullivan, one of the city’s high-flying architecture firms, pioneered the movement, which aimed for buildings to mirror their place in the plains, emphasizing the horizontal over the vertical with long, low roof lines and rows of windows that seamlessly connect indoor spaces with the outdoors.

Prairie style is considered the first uniquely American form of architecture. You can see its beauty at the Rookery, Charnley-Persky House – which Wright designed when he was only 19 years old, declaring it the first modern building – and at Wright’s home and studio in Oak Park.
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A River Runs Through It

Many metro areas in the USA have neglected their waterways, but the Chicago River is a city centerpiece. Architecture-themed boat tours are popular, and the St Patrick’s Day celebration, which turns the river shamrock green, draws tens of thousands of revelers, but you can explore it under your own paddle-powered steam on a kayak with Wateriders or saunter along the cafe- and bar-lined Riverwalk.


OFFBEAT CHICAGO

• Examine the eerie surgical instruments at the esoteric International Museum of Surgical Science, set in an old mansion.

• Emerge from the Money Museum with a take-home bag of shredded currency and a photo with the million-dollar briefcase.

• See where the Great Chicago Fire started in 1871, marked by the 33ft-tall bronze Pillar of Fire sculpture.

• Walk around Northerly Island, a park that was an airport for more than five decades until Chicago’s mayor ordered it bulldozed overnight.

• Find remnants of the 1893 World’s Fair at the Griffin Museum of Science & Industry (the fair’s Palace of Fine Arts) and the nearby Garden of the Phoenix.
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Explore Chicago


The Loop

Near North & Navy Pier

Gold Coast

Lincoln Park & Old Town

Lake View & Wrigleyville

Wicker Park, Bucktown & Ukrainian Village

West Loop & Near West Side

Pilsen & Near South Side



Worth a Trip


Griffin Museum of Science & Industry



Chicago’s Walking Tours


Walk the Loop

Explore the Near North

Stroll Around the Gold Coast

Walk Lincoln Park & Old Town

Walk Lake View & Wrigleyville

Explore Wicker Park

Eat & Drink the West Loop

Peer at Pilsen & Near South Side

Walk Oak Park
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Explore

The Loop

The Loop is Chicago’s center of action, named for the elevated train tracks that encircle its busy streets. Several big-ticket attractions are here, including the masterpiece-laden Art Institute, the stratospheric Willis Tower, the neon-lit Theater District and sculpture-dotted Millennium Park. Architecture lovers will be on cloud nine – this city invented the skyscraper, after all. A wind-in-your-hair boat tour is a popular way to take it in. This area has always been Chicago’s core, with people first settling at the mouth of the Chicago River. Those early residents would be awed by the towering forest of steel and glass that now rises all around.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-walkjpg] Walking

Many of the Loop’s sights are close together and easily walkable.

[image: icon-e-bikesjpg] Bicycle

Divvy, Chicago’s bike-share system, has lots of docking stations around the Loop, including in Millennium Park and Grant Park. You’re allowed to ride in the parks and along the Riverwalk (except in some signposted areas where you must walk your bike).

[image: icon-trainjpg] L Train

All lines converge in the Loop. Clark/Lake is a useful transfer station between them. Washington/Wabash is handy for the parks, and Quincy station is near Willis Tower.


THE BEST

TOURS Chicago Architecture Center

WATERSIDE WALK Riverwalk

GREEN SPACE Millennium Park

ART MUSEUM Art Institute of Chicago

PHOTO OP Willis Tower
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1Top Experiences

 Millennium ParkF3

 Art Institute of ChicagoE4

 Willis TowerB4

 Chicago Architecture CenterE1




1Experiences

1RiverwalkE1

2McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River MuseumE1

3JettyB1

4Urban KayaksH1

5Chicago TheatreD2

6Cadillac Palace TheatreC2

7Nederlander TheatreD2

8Auditorium TheatreE5

9CIBC TheatreD3

10Goodman TheatreD2

11Hot TixD2

12Magic ParlourD2

13Teatro ZinZanniD2

14Lion TheatreE2

15RookeryC4

16Chicago Federal CenterD4

17Marquette BuildingD4

18Sullivan CenterD3

19Carbide & Carbon BuildingE1

20Buddy Guy’s LegendsE6

21American Writers MuseumE2

22Chicago Cultural CenterE2

23InstaGreeterE2

24St Patrick’s Day ParadeF5

25Chicago Blues FestivalF3

26LollapaloozaF5

27Harold Washington Library CenterD5

28Money MuseumC4

29Medieval Torture MuseumD2

30Museum of IllusionsE3

31Color FactoryB4

32Grant ParkG5

33Buckingham FountainG5

34Daley PlazaC2

 Daley Plaza Farmers Market(see 34)

 The Picasso(see 34)

35Fine Arts BuildingE5

36Studebaker TheaterE5

37Museum of Contemporary PhotographyE6




5Eating

38YolkE6

39Eleven City DinerE6

40The GageE3

41DearbornD2

42Bar MarA2

43Petterino’sD2

44Lou Malnati’sD6

45Pizano’sE3

46Art of PizzaD6

47Devil DawgsD6

48CafecitoE5

49BienMeSabe Arepa BarE4

50Hanabusa CafeE3

51Native FoodsC4

52Revival Food HallC4

53Goddess & the BakerE3

54Washington HallD3




6Drinking

55Elephant & CastleE2

56Miller’s PubE4

57Kasey’s TavernD6

58Brando’s SpeakeasyD5

59Cindy’sE3

60LH RooftopE1

61RaisedD1

62CeriseE1

63Monk’s PubB2

 Milk Room(see 59)

64BerghoffD4

65Ceres CafeC5

66Chicago BrewhouseD1

67Good FunkA2

68IntelligentsiaE2




7Shopping

69BuddyE2

70Chicago Architecture Center ShopF1

71Optimo HatsD5

72Sandmeyer’s BookstoreD6

73Exile in BookvilleE5







TOP EXPERIENCE


Millennium Park

Chicago’s showpiece shines with whimsical public art. Where to start amid the mod designs in Millennium Park? Perhaps Pritzker Pavilion, Frank Gehry’s swooping silver band shell; Anish Kapoor’s silvery sculpture Cloud Gate (aka ‘the Bean’); or maybe someplace away from the crowds, like Lurie Garden, blooming with prairie flowers.
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map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The park has multiple entrances, but when concerts take the stage at Pritzker Pavilion, all visitors must enter from either Randolph or Monroe Sts to go through security.



[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours and visitor information.

The Bean

The park’s biggest draw is ‘the Bean’ – officially titled Cloud Gate – Anish Kapoor’s 110-ton, silver-drop sculpture. It reflects both the sky and the skyline, and everyone clamors around to take a picture and touch its silvery smoothness. Good vantage points for photos are at the sculpture’s northern and southern ends. For great people-watching, go up the stairs on Washington St and find the shaded benches.

To keep the Bean gleaming, park staff hose it down with water and squeegee it daily. Twice a year, it gets a thorough cleaning with 40 gallons of liquid detergent.

Crown Fountain

Jaume Plensa’s Crown Fountain is another crowd-pleaser. Its two 50ft-high glass-block towers contain video displays that flash 1000 different faces. The people shown are native Chicagoans, and they all agreed to strap into Plensa’s special dental chair, where he immobilized their heads for filming. Each mug puckers up and spurts water. A fresh set of non-puckering faces appears in winter when the fountain is dry.

On hot days, the fountain crowds with people splashing in the streams to cool off. Kids love it.


Pritzker Pavilion

Architect Frank Gehry designed Pritzker Pavilion, Millennium Park’s acoustically awesome band shell with a swooping silver exterior. Supposedly, it’s inspired by gefilte fish, a classic Jewish dish that as a child Gehry watched his grandma make. The pipes that crisscross the lawn are threaded with speakers, so that’s where the sound comes from.

The pavilion hosts free concerts at 6:30pm several nights weekly (at 7:30pm on Saturdays) from mid-June through August. The lineup is typically R&B, jazz or world-music performers on Monday and Thursday, with classical music on Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. On Tuesday, movies are beamed onto the huge screen on stage. Seats are available up close in the pavilion (arrive early for these), or you can sit on the Great Lawn that unfurls behind.


For all shows – but especially the classical ones, which the top-notch Grant Park Orchestra plays – folks bring blankets, picnics, wine and beer. Nothing beats sitting on the lawn, looking up through Gehry’s wild grid and seeing the skyscrapers forming the backdrop to the soaring music.


QUICK BREAK

Located below the Bean, Millennium Hall is a row of eateries serving Neapolitan pizza, tacos, frozen margaritas and beer. The building has public restrooms as well.



Lurie Garden

If the crowds at the Bean, Crown Fountain and Pritzker Pavilion are too much, seek out the peaceful Lurie Garden (pictured), which uses native plants to form a botanical tribute to Illinois’ tallgrass prairie. Visitors often miss the area because it’s hidden behind a 15ft-high hedge. Yellow coneflowers, poet’s daffodils, bluebells and other gorgeous blooms carpet the 5-acre oasis; everything is raised sustainably and without chemicals. A little river runs through it, where folks kick off their shoes and dangle their feet in the water.

[image: jpg]
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PACK A PICNIC

You can bring in food, beer and wine for most events, but it must be in small bags or coolers. The nearest grocery store is Mariano’s (333 E Benton Pl).




BP Bridge & Nichols Bridgeway

In addition to Pritzker Pavilion, Gehry also designed the snaking BP Bridge that spans Columbus Dr. The luminous sheet-metal walkway connects Millennium Park (from the back of the Great Lawn) to Maggie Daley Park, which has ice-skating and rock climbing among its activity arsenal. The bridge offers great skyline views too.

The Nichols Bridgeway is another pedestrian-only span. Architect Renzo Piano designed this silver beauty. It arches from the park over Monroe St to the Art Institute’s 3rd-floor contemporary sculpture terrace, which is free to view.


HARRIS THEATER

Harris Theater for Music and Dance anchors the park’s northern side on Randolph St. It is Chicago’s premier midsize venue, and more than 30 cutting-edge performing arts troupes call it home.



Ice-Skating Rink

Tucked between the Bean sculpture and the twinkling lights of Michigan Ave, the McCormick Tribune Ice Rink fills with skaters in winter. It operates from late November to early March, and it is hands down the city’s most scenic rink. Admission is free; skate rental costs around $20. In summer, the rink morphs into the alfresco seating area for the pizza, beer and taco eateries in Millennium Hall.

Wrigley Square & Boeing Galleries

The big plaza at the corner of Michigan Ave and Randolph St is Wrigley Square. The Greek-looking structure rising up from it is the Millennium Monument, a replica of the original peristyle that stood here between 1917 and 1953. The semicircular row of Doric columns shoots up nearly 40ft. It juxtaposes oddly with the modern art throughout the rest of the park, but it’s meant to tie past and present together. The lawn in front is dandy for lazing about.

The two Boeing Galleries flank the park on the northern and southern sides. The outdoor spaces display changing exhibits of contemporary sculpture and photo-murals.


TOP EXPERIENCE


Art Institute of Chicago

The USA’s second-largest art museum, the Art Institute of Chicago, houses a treasure trove from around the globe. The collection of impressionist and postimpressionist paintings is second only to those in France, and the number of surrealist works is tremendous. The Modern Wing dazzles with Picassos and Mirós.
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map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Allow at least two hours to browse the museum’s highlights. Advance tickets are available online, but unless there’s a blockbuster exhibit, they’re not necessary. The entrance line moves fast.



[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for prices and opening hours.

Must-See Works: Floor 2

The marble halls of this floor are where the majority of highlights hang. Get close enough to Georges Seurat’s A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte (Gallery 240) for the painting to break down into its component dots, and you’ll see why it took the artist two long years to complete his pointillist masterpiece.

The Bedroom (Gallery 241) by Vincent van Gogh depicts the sleeping quarters of the artist’s house in Arles. Claude Monet’s Stacks of Wheat (Gallery 243) – paintings of the 15ft-tall stacks by the artist’s farmhouse in Giverny – were part of a series that effectively launched his career.

Nighthawks (Gallery 262), Edward Hopper’s lonely, poignant snapshot of four solitary souls at a neon-lit diner, was inspired by a Greenwich Ave restaurant in Manhattan. Grant Wood used his sister and his dentist as models for the two stern-faced farmers in his iconic painting, American Gothic (Gallery 263).

Must-See Works: Floors 1 & 3

The America Windows (Gallery 144) – huge, blue stained-glass pieces – were created by Marc Chagall to celebrate the USA’s bicentennial. Look for images of the Chicago skyline depicted in the third window from the right. The elongated figure of The Old Guitarist (Gallery 391) by Pablo Picasso is from the artist’s Blue Period, reflecting not only Picasso’s color scheme but also his experience as a poor, lonely artist in Paris during his early years there.

Salvador Dalí’s Inventions of the Monsters (Gallery 396) was painted in Austria immediately before the Nazi annexation. The title refers to a Nostradamus prediction that the apparition of monsters presages the outbreak of war.

Outdoor Freebies

You can see art without entering the museum. The north garden has Alexander Calder’s Flying Dragon and other sculptures. The south garden has the Fountain of the Great Lakes by Lorado Taft. The 3rd-floor contemporary sculpture terrace has city views and connects to Millennium Park via the pedestrian-only Nichols Bridgeway.


QUICK BREAK

The Gage cooks eclectic gastropub fare and pours whiskeys and beers to pair with it. Berghoff, dating from 1898, is tops for a beer and a dose of Chicago history.




TOP EXPERIENCE


Willis Tower

For superlative-seekers, Willis Tower is it: Chicago’s tallest skyscraper, rising 1450ft into the heavens. Built in 1973 as the Sears Tower, the black-tubed behemoth reigned as the world’s tallest building for almost 25 years. On the 103rd-floor Skydeck, glass-floored ledges jut out in midair, giving a knee-buckling perspective.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Timed tickets are available online. If you can’t make the time or it’s cloudy that day, staff will help you reschedule for free, but there are no refunds.
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Scan this QR code for prices and opening hours.

Facts & Stats

Architect Fazlur Khan came up with the design of nine bundled tubes after looking at cigarettes in their pack. Willis Tower lost its ‘world’s tallest’ crown in 1996 to Malaysia’s Petronas Twin Towers. It lost its ‘USA’s tallest’ crown in 2013 to New York’s One World Trade Center.

On the Edge

Before ascending, make your way through fun interactive exhibits about Chicago’s history and culture. Snap a photo with a giant deep-dish pizza, stand on a Second City stage and sit on an L train. Afterward, it’s time for the ear-popping, 70-second elevator ride to the Skydeck.

From the Skydeck, the entire city stretches below, and you can understand exactly how Chicago is laid out. On good days, you can see for 40 to 50 miles, as far as Indiana, Michigan and Wisconsin.

On the deck’s western side are the five famous ledges – glass-encased boxes hanging out from the building frame. Staff let visitors step on for 90 seconds to see the hair-raising views and take photos. Don’t worry: as long as you weigh less than 10,000lb, that 1.5in-thick glass should hold.


TOP EXPERIENCE


Chicago Architecture Center

The Chicago Architecture Center (CAC) is the premier keeper of the city’s architectural flame. You can stop by to explore the exhibits, but the real experience is seeing the buildings on a Chicago River cruise or one of the many excellent guided tours.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

For one weekend in mid-October, the Chicago Architecture Center coordinates free tours of more than 200 architectural gems, many normally off-limits to the public, during Open House Chicago (openhousechicago.org).

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to see the CAC’s architecture tours.



All Aboard for Architecture

Many companies run architecture-focused boat tours on the Chicago River, but the CAC is the gold standard. Yes, it’s touristy, but it’s also marvelous.

Follow the crowds to the docks beneath Michigan Ave and climb aboard the First Lady. Grab a seat on deck and look up as the stunning skyscrapers glide by. Docents’ architecture lessons carry on the breeze, so you’ll know your beaux arts from International Style by journey’s end.

Out & About

CAC also offers tons of great tours – more than 85 – that explore architecture by theme, such as art deco or historic skyscrapers, or individual building. The tours extend far outside of the Loop and include structures across the city. Many of the tours are on foot, but CAC also runs tours by bus and even L train.

Around the Galleries

The architecture-spotting starts at the Chicago Architecture Center’s own building – it occupies the lower floors of a striking 1960s Mies van der Rohe tower. Galleries inside feature an interactive 3D model of Chicago and displays about the city’s architectural history, as well as exhibits on skyscrapers around the world.


WALKING TOUR


Walk the Loop

Chicago’s best photo ops are in the Loop, so why buy postcards when you can make your own? All you need is a camera, a pair of comfortable shoes and a free day to spend shooting Loop sights, and you’ll have your own picture-postcard perspective of this charmingly photogenic city.


START

Daley Plaza

END

Route 66 sign

LENGTH

1 mile; 1 hour
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1 The Art of Abstraction

Begin at Daley Plaza, where Pablo Picasso’s abstract sculpture may have you scratching your head. Baboon, dog, woman? Picasso couldn’t decide either, which is why it’s officially titled Untitled. Everyone just calls it ‘The Picasso’ though, and it has become a city symbol since it was installed in 1967.

2 All That Jazz

Nothing says Chicago like a sign that literally says ‘Chicago.’ Head north on Dearborn St, turning right on Randolph St and left on State St to reach the Chicago Theatre, where the six-story-high 1920s marquee spells out the city’s name. Bonus if you swing by at night when it’s brilliantly illuminated.

3 Meet at Marshall Field’s

Return south on State St, pausing at the intersection with Washington St. ‘Meeting under the clock’ has been a Chicago tradition since 1897, when retailer Marshall Field installed the Old Marshall Field’s Clock outside his department store (now Macy’s). The elaborate timepiece weighs more than 7.5 tons, and a photo beneath it is a must.

4 The Scene at the Bean

Head east on Washington St toward Wabash Ave, and you’ll see the L train clattering overhead. Snap the iconic image and then continue to Millennium Park and ‘the Bean.’ The shiny sculpture, officially titled Cloud Gate, is photographed more than anything else in Chicago. Stand on the west side of the mirrored blob and take a selfie with a skyline background.

5 Pucker Up

Continue south through Millennium Park until you reach Crown Fountain, near Michigan Ave and Monroe St. Its two 50ft-high glass-block towers contain LED video displays showing images of Chicago residents spouting water gargoyle-style, which begs for your camera.

6 Guardian Lions

Carry on south on Michigan Ave to the Art Institute of Chicago and take a profile shot of the two bronze lions that have been guarding the place since 1894. They’re city mascots, of sorts.

7 Get Your Kicks

Across Michigan Ave on Adams St, the Route 66 sign marks the beginning of the fabled roadway across the USA and makes a great final shot. There’s another sign at the end of the block, but it’s a replica.


EXPERIENCES


Stroll the RiverwalkWaterfront

The Riverwalk map Google map is a whole other Chicago that exists below street level. Access it from the stairs at any bridge, and behold a realm of boats, bars and people-watching spaces that stretches for 1.25 miles along the Chicago River’s southern side.

Duck beneath Michigan Ave and head west from the boat tour docks to the McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum map Google map (bridgehousemuseum.org, adult/child $8/6), a cool little gallery that lets you see the bridge’s massive gears in action.

About half a mile west, the Jetty map Google map has floating wetland gardens to wander around. At night, it’s the prime place to see Art on The Mart, the eye-popping public light show projected on a huge building across the river.

East of the boat tour docks at Michigan Ave, Urban Kayaks map Google map (urbankayaks.com) offers great guided tours that skim past downtown’s skyscrapers and historic sites. Continue east to walk under a tunnel and arrive at Lake Michigan, opening up before you in a blue-green, sea-like expansiveness.

Shine a Spotlight on Chicago’s Theater DistrictTheater

Broadway shows try out in Chicago before they open in New York, and the Loop’s Theater District is where it happens. Several century-old, neon-lit playhouses that cluster around State and Randolph Sts host big productions.

The opulent Chicago Theatre map Google map (msg.com/the-chicago-theatre) is the star, with an enormous glittering marquee that’s an official landmark. Others include Cadillac Palace Theatre map Google map, with an interior based on the Palace of Versailles; Nederlander Theatre map Google map, with stunning Far East architectural elements; Auditorium Theatre map Google map (auditoriumtheatre.org), an 1889 beauty with perfect acoustics; and CIBC Theatre map Google map. Broadway in Chicago (broadwayinchicago.com) handles tickets for most of them.

Also in the mix is Goodman Theatre map Google map (goodmantheatre.org), a crucible for new and classic dramas that often head to Broadway. Bargain alert: unsold tickets for the current day’s performance go on online sale at 10am for half-price.

Hot Tix map Google map (hottix.org) sells discounted theater tickets to shows around the city online and from its desk inside the Block 37 shops on State St.

See an Offbeat Live ShowLive performance

Chicago’s Theater District offers shows that are a bit less traditional as well. The Magic Parlour map Google map (themagicparlourchicago.com) is a long-running, close-up magic show in a snug space in Petterino’s restaurant, next door to Goodman. Old-school vaudeville meets a romantic supper club at Teatro ZinZanni map Google map (zinzanni.com/chicago), on the 14th floor of the Cambria Hotel (next door to Nederlander). Aerialists, acrobats and cabaret performers take the stage in a room that’s like a mirrored, big-top tent, as you enjoy a four-course meal.

At Drunk Shakespeare (drunkshakespeare.com), one of the actors does indeed imbibe – five shots of whiskey! – and then tries to perform Hamlet or another lead role, while four other cast members try to keep the play on track. The shenanigans happen at Lion Theatre map Google map, a storefront space behind the Chicago Theatre.

Sing the Blues at Buddy Guy’s LegendsLive music

Top local and national acts wail on the stage of Buddy Guy’s Legends map Google map (buddyguy.com). You might even see Buddy Guy, a local icon, himself, as he’s known to hang out at the bar when he’s in town. Free, all-ages acoustic shows take place at dinnertime. To stay after 8pm for the evening shows, you’ll need to pay the $15 to $25 cover charge. It’s worth every penny.

The room is relatively small, so you’ll be close enough to see the blues players bend frets. Be sure to check out the photos, guitars and other memorabilia scattered throughout.


ICONIC CHICAGO BUILDINGS

Rookery

map Google map

Looks hulking and fortress-like outside, but it’s light and airy inside thanks to Frank Lloyd Wright’s atrium overhaul.

Chicago Federal Center

map Google map

Famed architect Ludwig Mies van der Rohe designed the two buildings on Dearborn St in his grid-like, glass-and-steel style.

Marquette Building

map Google map

Walk into the lobby and admire the Tiffany glass mosaics and bronze reliefs of Native American leaders and European explorers.

Sullivan Center

map Google map

Superb metalwork of flowing botanical and geometric forms around the main entrance.

Carbide & Carbon Building

map Google map

Ogle the building’s polished black granite, green terracotta and gold-leaf accented crown, intended to look like a foil-wrapped Champagne bottle.




Channel Your Inner WordsmithMuseum

Bibliophiles will have a grand time in the small American Writers Museum map Google map (americanwritersmuseum.org, adult/child $16/free), where creatives spanning the ages – from Edgar Allen Poe and Elie Wiesel to James Baldwin and Edith Wharton – get their due. Interactive exhibits trace the history of the American voice in nonfiction and literature.

Rotating displays celebrate individual wordsmiths and groups, such as refugee and immigrant authors. Meditate at the word waterfall, learn exercises and tips for your own writing (and then get started at the table of old type-writers), and hit the lounge, where you can choose books off the shelf to read in comfy chairs.

Find Free Art at the Chicago Cultural CenterGallery

Overshadowed by big-ticket neighbors like Millennium Park and the Art Institute, folks sometimes forget the exquisite free-to-visit Chicago Cultural Center map Google map (chicagoculturalcenter.org) puts on terrific art exhibitions throughout its block-long expanse, especially in the 2nd- and 4th-floor galleries. The world’s largest Tiffany stained-glass dome also sparkles inside, its 30,000 jeweled pieces begging for a look on the 3rd floor. InstaGreeter map Google map (chicagogreeter.com) tours of the Loop depart from the Randolph St lobby at 11:30am and 1:30pm Friday through Sunday year-round. In summer, foreign films screen in the theater on Wednesdays at 6:30pm. And everything is free!

The beaux arts building began its life as the Chicago Public Library in 1897. The Gilded Age interior mixes white Carrara and green Connemara marble throughout. The building’s splendor was meant to inspire the rabble toward loftier goals. It was made for everyone, which earned it its People’s Palace nickname. You can explore on your own or take the hour-long building tour (1:15pm Thursdays and Fridays), which departs from the Randolph St lobby.


FESTIVALS IN THE LOOP

Many of Chicago’s biggest bashes happen in Grant Park and Millennium Park. Summer is prime time, but the St Patrick’s Day Parade map Google map gets the party started in March. The local plumbers’ union dyes the Chicago River shamrock green, and bagpipers, step dancers and marching bands promenade in Grant Park. The Chicago Blues Festival map Google map takes place in mid-June. It’s the largest free blues gig in the world – a fitting legacy for the city that electrified the genre. In early August, Lollapalooza map Google map – one of the world’s premier music fests – amps up Grant Park, with 170 bands spilling off eight stages.



Get Creative at the Harold Washington Library CenterLibrary

map Google map

Chicago’s whopping main library (chipublib.org) provides a boatload of freebies. Major authors give readings, and impressive performances take place in the auditorium. The 9th-floor Winter Garden, where light streams in through the 52ft glass roof, is a sweet spot to read, write, use the wi-fi or just relax (though it doesn’t have a ton of outlets to plug into).

Harold Washington Library Center also has good exhibitions in its galleries. The 8th floor has piano practice rooms to tickle the ivories. The 3rd-floor Maker Lab features 3D printers and intriguing drop-in demonstrations. The 2nd-floor children’s library hosts frequent story times and play programs.

See Dollar Signs at the Money MuseumMuseum

The small, free Money Museum map Google map (chicagofed.org), in the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago, is fun for a quick browse. The best exhibits include a giant glass cube stuffed with one million $1 bills (they weigh 2000lb) and a counterfeit display differentiating real bills from fakes. Learn why we call $1000 a ‘grand,’ understand how Alexander Hamilton created the USA’s financial infrastructure and snap a sweet photo of yourself clutching the million-dollar-stuffed briefcase. You also get a cool bag of shredded currency to take home.

Plunge into an Immersive MuseumMuseum

Immersive museums have popped up all over Chicago, including in the Loop. Fans of dark lore will enjoy the Medieval Torture Museum map Google map (medievaltorturemuseum.com, adult/child $40/free) to learn about devices like the Flute of Shame for bad musicians (finger screws that tighten), the Neck Violin for quarreling women (a shackle locked the two face to face), branding tongs and skull crackers. It’s fun and a bit cheesy.

The Museum of Illusions map Google map (moichicago.com, adult/child $33/25) draws lots of date-night couples and families with older kids. Wave to multiple yous at the clone table, see your head on a platter, spin in the vortex tunnel and walk on walls in the reverse room.

At Color Factory map Google map (colorfactory.co, adult/child $39/28), hiding in Willis Tower, find your way through the mirror maze, learn how color and sound go together via enormous horns, get lost in the forest of satin ribbon ‘woods,’ and then leap into the grand finale: the ball pit with slides.


Go Green at the Loop’s Best ParksPark

Even though the Loop is the core of Chicago, plenty of nature has made its way in and around the steely skyscrapers. Massive Millennium Park isn’t the Loop’s only green space. Maggie Daley Park sits next door and is a great spot for families, with its trove of playgrounds, including a ropey suspension bridge to climb over, a hilly ‘wave lawn’ to roll down, an enchanted forest to wander through and a large ship to pretend-sail.

Grant Park (map Google map) is the grassy sprawl between the skyscrapers and Lake Michigan. Its highlight is Buckingham Fountain map Google map, one of the world’s largest – inspired by a water-work at the Palace of Versailles – with a 1.5-million-gallon capacity and a 15-story-high spray. It lets loose with a splashy free show on the hour from 9am to 11pm early May to mid-October, accompanied at night by multicolored lights and music.

Discover What’s Happening in Daley PlazaPlaza

map Google map

Daley Plaza is the place to be on weekdays at lunchtime, especially when the weather warms up. You never know what will be going on – dance performances, bands, ethnic festivals, holiday celebrations – but you do know it’ll be free. From May to October, a sprawling farmers market sets up on Thursday mornings, and food trucks add to the action on Fridays from 11am to 3pm. Pablo Picasso’s untitled sculpture, which everyone just calls ‘The Picasso,’ map Google map lords over it all. Feel free to join the kids climbing on it.

The plaza remains a pilgrimage site to many as the film location where the Blues Brothers crashed through the Daley Center’s plate-glass windows.

Get Artsy in the South LoopArea

The South Loop, aka the area that stretches south of Van Buren St, crackles with creative energy. And no wonder, with all the art students from Columbia College and the School of the Art Institute doing their thing. It’s a cool, less-trodden place to spend an afternoon.

The Fine Arts Building map Google map (fineartsbuilding.com) has been a haven for artists for more than a century. The 1st floor holds the historic Studebaker Theater map Google map (once home to vaudeville shows and now the base for productions like NPR’s Wait Wait Don’t Tell Me news quiz show.

A block away, swing into the small Museum of Contemporary Photography map Google map (mocp.org, free) and check out what’s showing from the permanent collection. You might see works by Robert Capa, Henri Cartier-Bresson, Harry Callahan, Sally Mann, Ai Weiwei or any of the other 1500 contemporary photographers in the stash.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $ $ Midrange     $ $ $ Top End
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Eating

Breakfast & Brunch

Yolk $$

map Google map

Sunny local chain that’s popular for bountiful breakfasts of five-egg omelets, cinnamon-roll French toast and Nutella crepes. 7am-2:30pm

Eleven City Diner $$

map Google map

Plates groan under massive omelets, challah French toast, Reuben sandwiches and other Jewish deli dishes. 8am-3pm Mon-Fri, 8:30am-4pm Sat & Sun

Pre-Theater

The Gage $$$

map Google map

Buzzy gastropub that cooks fanciful grub, from Gouda-topped venison burgers to chicken fried lobster. 11am-11pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri, 10am-midnight Sat, to 11pm Sun

Dearborn $$$

map Google map

Stylish tavern with burgers, pizzas, fish and chips, steaks, and wines aplenty. 11am-10pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun

Bar Mar $$$

map Google map

Chef José Andrés’ airy, glass-sculpted eatery for oysters, sandwiches, wine and lobster-rich snacks. 11am-11pm Mon-Fri, from 3pm Sat, 11am-8pm Sun

Petterino’s $$

map Google map

Stalwart serving Italian fare in the heart of the Theater District for 20-plus years. 11am-8pm Sun & Mon, to 9pm Tue-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Deep-Dish Pizza & Chicago Dogs

Lou Malnati’s $$

map Google map

Outpost of the well-known deep-dish pizza chain, renowned for its butter crust and gluten-free sausage crust. 11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Pizano’s $$

map Google map

Makes great thin-crust and deep-dish pizzas, served in a convivial ambience by time-honored waitstaff. 11am-10pm

Art of Pizza $

map Google map

Deep-dish pie by the slice at low prices in the South Loop. 11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Devil Dawgs $

map Google map

Rustles up Chicago-style hot dogs in the South Loop. 11am-10pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

International Eats

Cafecito $

map Google map

Modest cafe attached to the HI-Chicago hostel, with terrific Cuban pork sandwiches and strong coffee. 8am-8pm Mon-Fri, 10am-6pm Sat & Sun

BienMeSabe Arepa Bar $

map Google map

No-frills Venezuelan spot for arepas stuffed with roasted pork, tofu, sweet plantains and more. 11am-7pm Mon-Fri, from 10:30am Sat

Hanabusa Cafe $$

map Google map

Order Japanese-style soufflé pancakes, ramen bowls and teas at the counter and then settle in for a wait. 11am-6:30pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun

Quick Bites

Native Foods $

map Google map

Good-vibe eatery for vegan fast-casual burgers, tacos, hot chicken and meatball sandwiches. 10:30am-8pm Mon-Sat, 11am-7pm Sun

Revival Food Hall $

map Google map

A slew of all-local, hipster eats to choose from, plus a bar and small book and record store. 8am-8pm Mon-Fri

Goddess & the Baker $

map Google map

Counter-service cafe for sandwiches, eggs, acai bowls, muffins and cakes. 7am-4pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat, 8am-3pm Sun

Washington Hall $

map Google map

Food hall with a big bar and a dozen vendors offering everything from Indian curries to tacos and doughnuts. 7am-5pm Mon & Sat, to 7pm Tue-Fri

[image: img]
Drinking

Late-Night Bars

Elephant & Castle

map Google map

British-style pub with pints, fish and chips, shepherd’s pie and a handy location in the Theater District. 7am-2am

Miller’s Pub

map Google map

Admire this long-standing bar for its dark-wood furnishings, stained-glass fixtures, nostalgic sports photos, mondo beer selection and meaty food menu. 11am-2am

Kasey’s Tavern

map Google map

Artsy students, local condo dwellers and sports fans all belly up to the long wooden bar in this friendly South Loop pub. 11am-2am Sun-Fri, to 3am Sat

Brando’s Speakeasy

map Google map

Despite the name, it’s not a yesteryear sort of place, but rather a lounge-y karaoke bar with a young-leaning crowd. 5pm-2am Sun-Fri, to 3am Sat

Rooftop Bars

Cindy’s

map Google map

Best rooftop in town. Set on the 13th floor of the Chicago Athletic Association Hotel, it unfurls awesome Millennium Park and lake vistas. 11am-11pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri, 10am-midnight Sat, to 11pm Sun

LH Rooftop

map Google map

This trendy 22nd-floor bar atop the LondonHouse hotel, in a 1923 beaux arts beauty of a building, provides tremendous lake and skyscraper views. 11am-midnight

Raised

map Google map

Not a rooftop, but a terrace on the Renaissance hotel’s 3rd floor, Raised offers great riverside views of the Marina Towers, Wrigley Building and more. 4pm-midnight Mon-Thu, from 2pm Fri & Sat

Cerise

map Google map

The Virgin Hotel’s clubby 26th-floor lounge lets you hang out and sip amid the surrounding skyscrapers. 4pm-midnight Mon-Wed, to 1am Thu, 3pm-2am Fri & Sat, to 10pm Sun


A Drink with History

Monk’s Pub

map Google map

Old barrels, vintage taps and faux antiquarian books set the mood, accompanied by a whopping international beer selection (almost 200!) and free peanuts. 10am-11pm Mon-Fri, 11am-5pm Sat

Milk Room

map Google map

Former speakeasy that has been converted into a cool eight-seat whiskey bar in the Chicago Athletic Association Hotel; make reservations. 5-11pm Wed-Sat, to 9pm Sun

Berghoff

map Google map

Dates from 1898 and was the first Chicago bar to serve a legal drink after Prohibition (ask to see the liquor license stamped ‘#1’). 11:30am-8pm Mon-Sat

Ceres Cafe

map Google map

Located in the art deco Chicago Board of Trade building. Known for its strong drinks and dark, time-blunting ambience, where traders weep over their losses. 7am-8pm Mon-Fri

Along & Near the Riverwalk

Chicago Brewhouse

map Google map

If you can’t make it to all of Chicago’s breweries, this is a great spot to sample lots of brews on the alfresco waterfront terrace. 11am-11pm May-Oct

Good Funk

map Google map

Cozy old-world wine bar overlooking the Chicago River, where small-batch reds and whites from around the world pour into glasses. 4-11pm Sun & Mon, to midnight Tue-Sat

Coffee

Intelligentsia

map Google map

Modern industrial coffee bar near Millennium Park; part of a local chain that roasts its own beans and percolates good, strong stuff. 7am-7pm

[image: img]
Shopping

Local Goodies

Buddy

map Google map

Cool shop in the Chicago Cultural Center that gives local artists and small businesses a place to sell their wares. 11am-5pm

Chicago Architecture Center Shop

map Google map

A haven for anyone with an edifice complex, selling mini Willis Tower models, skyline posters and Frank Lloyd Wright note cards. 10am-5pm

Optimo Hats

map Google map

A Chicago institution and the last custom hat-maker for men in town, with lots of celebrity clients. 11am-5pm Mon-Sat

Books

Sandmeyer’s Bookstore

map Google map

Old-school, Printers Row shop with wooden floors that creak underfoot as you browse tomes of all types. 11am-6:30pm Mon-Wed & Fri, to 8pm Thu, 10am-5pm Sat, 11am-4pm Sun

Exile in Bookville

map Google map

A great, wide-ranging bookstore in the Fine Arts Building. Bluesy albums play in the background as you peruse the handwritten recommendations on the shelves. 10am-7pm Mon-Sat, 11am-4pm Sun







Explore

Near North & Navy Pier

The Near North packs in deep-dish-pizza parlors, buzzy bistros, art galleries and so many upscale stores that its main vein – Michigan Ave – has been dubbed the ‘Magnificent Mile.’ Bulging out to the east is Navy Pier, a half-mile-long wharf of tour boats, carnival rides and a flashy, king-sized Ferris wheel. Shops, restaurants and amusements abound, making this neighborhood an incredibly lively part of the city. It’s a particularly great neighborhood for families, with a dedicated children’s museum and amusement park rides on Navy Pier, loads of places for pizza and silly hands-on museums for all ages.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-trainjpg] L Train

Take the Red Line to Grand or Chicago for the Magnificent Mile.

[image: icon-busjpg] Trolley

A free trolley runs from the Red Line Grand stop to Navy Pier from late May to early September.

[image: icon-busajpg] Bus

Buses 29, 65, 66 and 124 go to Navy Pier. More than a dozen bus routes run along the Magnificent Mile (N Michigan Ave).

[image: icon-e-bikesjpg] Bicycle

Divvy bike-share stations are dotted around the neighborhood. Cyclists can ride to, but not along, Navy Pier.


THE BEST

AMUSEMENTS Navy Pier

SHOPPING Magnificent Mile

OPULENT ARCHITECTURE Driehaus Museum

TV ICON Billy Goat Tavern

PHOTO OP Museum of Ice Cream
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1Top Experiences

 Navy PierG4




1Experiences

1Driehaus MuseumC3

2Arts Club of ChicagoD3

3Richard Norton GalleryA5

4The MartA5

5Museum of Ice CreamD4

6Sloomoo InstituteA2

7Marina CityC5

8House of BluesB5

9Ohio Street BeachF3

10Seadog SpeedboatsH4

11WateridersA4




5Eating

12BeatrixB4

13Doughnut VaultA4

14Pizzeria UnoC4

15Gino’s EastD2

16Lou Malnati’sA4

17Giordano’sC2

18Kinzie ChophouseA4

19Bavette’s Bar & BoeufA4

20Chicago Chop HouseB3

21Gene & GeorgettiA4

22Mr BeefA3

23Portillo’s & Barnelli’sB3

24BuonaE3

25Billy Goat TavernD4

26TzucoC3

27TopolobampoB4

28Purple PigD4

29IndienneA3

30Tortoise Supper ClubC5

31Untitled Supper ClubB5




6Drinking

32Green Door TavernA3

33Centennial Crafted Beer & EateryB2

34Library at Gilt BarA4




7Shopping

35Colores MexicanosD3

36Mary Mary GiftsB3

37Garrett PopcornD3







TOP EXPERIENCE


Navy Pier

Century-old Navy Pier is a defining feature of the Chicago lakefront. It extends onto the water for 3300ft, built on a foundation of 20,000 logs. Today, it’s a family-friendly entertainment center with an iconic Ferris wheel and other carnival rides, a children’s museum and restaurants.
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map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Crowds amass for dazzling fireworks shows at 9pm on Wednesdays and 10pm on Saturdays between Memorial Day (late May) and Labor Day (early September).

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for Navy Pier’s daily event schedule.



Centennial Wheel & Other Attractions

No visit to Navy Pier is complete without a go-around on the gigantic, 196ft-tall Centennial Wheel, which unfurls great views. The carousel is a beloved kiddie classic, with carved horses bobbing to organ music. There’s also a giant swing that spins you out over the pier.

For young ones in need of further amusements, the Chicago Children’s Museum is on the pier near the main entrance. Experience circus life; climb 37ft of structural steel, wood, wire and rope; make art; play with water; or get in the excavation pit to search for dinosaur bones. The Chicago Shakespeare Theater also calls the pier home. The white-canopied ‘tent’ holds the Shakespeare Theater’s venue, the Yard, one of three performance spaces that show its takes on the Bard.

Polk Bros Park, by the pier’s entrance, entertains with a splashy fountain with lights and dancing spouts. Feel free to jump in with all the kids doing the same. The park also has performance lawns for free concerts and movies.

Sightseeing on the Water

Navy Pier is the starting point for Lake Michigan sightseeing cruises. Competing tour boats depart from the pier’s southern side, where you can set sail in Windy, a tall-masted schooner, or take a thrilling ride on City Experiences’ Seadog Speedboats. Shoreline Sightseeing (shorelinesightseeing.com) provides architecture, lake and fireworks cruises. It also operates Shoreline Water Taxis, with lake service to the Museum Campus, as well as service to docks along the Chicago River.

Pier History

Navy Pier opened in 1916. During the past century, it has seen action as a busy inland port, a WWII Navy pilot training center, a university campus, a convention center and now an entertainment complex.

Walk to the pier’s east end to see an 8-ton anchor set upright on a concrete slab. It’s from the WWII-era warship USS Chicago, and it was dedicated as a Navy memorial after the vessel was decommissioned. During that war, the US Navy used the pier as a training center for pilots.


QUICK BREAK

Heft a gargantuan slice of stuffed pizza at the pier outpost of Giordano’s. Vendors sell beer and alcohol from walk-up windows, so you can stroll and drink on the pier.




WALKING TOUR


Explore the Near North

Navy Pier steals a lot of the attention in this neighborhood, but the area has plenty more to explore, whether you’re here to shop on the Magnificent Mile (N Michigan Ave) or make a TV show–inspired pilgrimage. Architecture is a highlight, thanks to iconic skyscrapers and historic buildings such as the Tribune Tower.


START

Chicago L station

END

Three Dots and a Dash

LENGTH

1.6 miles; 3 hours

[image: jpg]


1 Chicago’s Shopping Street

Leaving the Chicago L station, walk east to the intersection of Chicago and Michigan Aves to hit the Magnificent Mile, one of the best shopping destinations in the USA. Browse and buy to your heart’s content – it’s home to the world’s largest Ralph Lauren, plus luxury stores like Burberry and Ferragamo.

2 A Tribute to the Tribune

As you stroll south, pause at the towering neo-Gothic Tribune Tower. It may no longer house the Chicago Tribune, but its walls still tell the world’s stories. An eccentric owner of the newspaper in the early 1900s collected – and asked his reporters to send – rocks from famous places around the world, which are embedded around the building’s base.

3 Bridge to the Past

When Michigan Ave reaches the Chicago River, it becomes the historic DuSable Bridge. The beaux arts bridge was designed to resemble the iconic Pont Alexandre III in Paris. Look beyond its distinctly French flair to discover the story of Chicago told in a series of artistic reliefs on its four bridge houses.

4 White as Wrigley

On the bridge’s northwest side, the Wrigley Building gleams a blinding white. Chewing-gum magnate William Wrigley built it that way on purpose because he wanted it to be as attention-grabbing as a billboard. More than 250,000 glazed terracotta tiles make up the facade.

5 No Fries! Cheeps!

Head down the stairs toward Billy Goat Tavern, the inspiration for John Belushi’s iconic Saturday Night Live ‘cheezborger’ skit. It’s a tourist magnet but a deserving one.

6 Birthplace of a Chicago Icon

Head north on Rush St to Ohio St. Turn left and continue to Wabash Ave. If you just stopped for food, you might not be hungry, but this foodie landmark is worth noting for later. Ike Sewell supposedly invented deep-dish pizza at Pizzeria Uno in 1943, although his claim to fame is hotly contested.

7 V for Victory

Cheers to your walk around Near North at Three Dots and a Dash, a fun tiki bar with rum flights and its own speakeasy, the Bamboo Room. The bar’s name is the letter V in Morse code.


EXPERIENCES


Step into the Gilded Age at the Driehaus MuseumHistoric building

Set in the exquisite 1883 Nickerson Mansion, the Driehaus Museum map Google map (driehausmuseum.org, adult/child $20/free) immerses visitors in Gilded Age decorative arts and architecture. Marble, onyx, intricately carved wood and gorgeous stained glass greet visitors to this opulent pile, the most expensive in Chicago at the time of its construction. Many of the home’s original features remain intact, including lots of Tiffany stained glass and sumptuous objets d’art. Schedule your visit around one of the museum’s guided tours.

Have an Art AttackGallery

Art is a neighborhood strong suit, particularly at the River North’s many galleries.

The Arts Club of Chicago map Google map (artsclubchicago.org) sounds stuffy: a club for patrons of the arts, and it looks the part as men in fancy suits and women in furs drop by for lunch in the members-only dining room. Ignore all that. You’re here for the 1st-floor galleries that are free and open to the public. The Arts Club hosts three or four exhibitions per year, often by well-known artists, and has a regular calendar of public events, including panel discussions, artist talks and sound meditations.

The independent Richard Norton Gallery map Google map (richardnortongallery.com, free) is hidden among the designer showrooms and offices at the Mart. It specializes in 20th-century American and European paintings and sculpture. The gallery prides itself on its large and varied collection of modern art by area painters who were instructors or students at the Art Institute of Chicago.

Watch a Building Turn into a Canvas at Art on The Martart

Every evening, a massive digital art projection illuminates the 2.5-acre facade of one of the biggest buildings in the country. When it opened in 1930, The Mart map Google map (artonthemart.com), then known as the Merchandise Mart, was the largest building in the world, constructed to serve as a warehouse for the Marshall Field & Co department store. It spans two entire city blocks, rises for 25 stories and even had its own zip code for a while.

After dusk from April through December, the riverfront facade of The Mart becomes the city’s art canvas for 30 minutes. Displays rotate, but you might see the Art Institute of Chicago’s collection set to music or collaborations between local and international artists. One of the best places to take in this free show is from the Riverwalk between Wells and Franklin Sts in the Loop.


Dive into Silliness at Chicago’s Interactive MuseumsMuseum

The Museum of Ice Cream map Google map (museumoficecream.com, from $33) is one of a half-dozen locations around the world dedicated to the world’s favorite frozen dessert. It’s also the only place in Chicago where you can plunge into a giant pool of sprinkles, an activity the adults might love as much as the kids. The Museum of Ice Cream combines photo ops, interactive experiences and lots of ice cream to create one of the sweetest experiences in the city – complete with a Chicago-style ice-cream ‘hot dog’ sundae.

If you’re an adult who grew up dreaming of getting slimed on Nickelodeon, the Sloomoo Institute map Google map (sloomooinstitute.com, from $22) is the destination of your dreams. Kids will love it too. Jump into multisensory playscapes oozing with slime, dig your hands into vats of goo in different scents and textures, and walk past fun mirrors that transform you into a slime creature. You can even design your own custom blend of slime.

Get on the WaterBoat tour

Visitors often don’t realize Chicago is one the country’s best beach towns, thanks to mammoth Lake Michigan lapping its side. Small and sandy Ohio Street Beach map Google map is close enough to downtown for you to swim and sun-bathe in the shadows of skyscrapers.

If you’d rather be on the water than in it, hop onto a Seadog Speedboats map Google map tour (cityexperiences.com/chicago/city-cruises/seadog-cruises) for a thrilling ride across the second largest of the five Great Lakes. Or take it at a slower, personally powered pace by kayak with Wateriders map Google map (wateriders.com), Chicago’s oldest kayak rental company. Float through canyons of glistening steel and concrete on the Chicago River or head out onto the wide expanse of Lake Michigan.


CHICAGO’S CORNCOBS

The twin corncob towers of Marina City map Google map are an Instagram favorite for their futuristic, cartoony look. Bertrand Goldberg designed the 1964 high-rise, which takes up almost an entire city block along the Chicago River. The two towers have become an iconic part of the Chicago skyline and have appeared on record album covers and in movies, including Wilco’s Yankee Hotel Foxtrot, Steve McQueen’s parking garage chase scene in The Hunter and Ferris Bueller’s Day Off.

It’s also home to the House of Blues map Google map, a live-music venue co-founded by Dan Aykroyd, co-star of the 1980 movie The Blues Brothers, which was shot in Chicago.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $ $ Midrange     $ $ $ Top End
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Eating

Breakfast & Brunch

Beatrix $$

map Google map

An extensive weekend brunch and weekday breakfast menu with fresh-squeezed juices and a creative coffee bar. 7am-9pm Mon-Thu, 8am-10pm Fri & Sat, to 9pm Sun

Doughnut Vault $

map Google map

Chicago’s fluffiest glazed doughnuts served up in a chandelier-clad shop that was once a bank vault. 7:30am-1pm

Deep Dish

Pizzeria Uno $$

map Google map

The original Chicago deep-dish pizzeria still makes a solid pie. 11am-11pm

Gino’s East $$

map Google map

In the great deep-dish pizza wars, Gino’s is easily in the top five. It encourages customers to cover every available surface with graffiti. 11am-10pm

Lou Malnati’s $$

map Google map

The spicy special sausage blend will power you through a day of shopping. 11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Giordano’s $$

map Google map

A deep-dish pizza that’s a modern twist on an Italian grandmother’s legendary Easter pie. 11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Steakhouses

Kinzie Chophouse $$$

map Google map

A steakhouse known for its dry-aged meats, award-winning wine list and Sunday tasting menu. 11:30am-9:30pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri, 5-10pm Sat, to 9pm Sun

Bavette’s Bar & Boeuf $$$

map Google map

Make reservations early to get into this sexy steakhouse that feels more like a speakeasy. 4-10:30pm Mon-Thu, 3-11pm Fri & Sat, to 10:30pm Sun

Chicago Chop House $$$

map Google map

Feast on seafood appetizers, steaks and all of your favorite sides. 4-10pm

Gene & Georgetti $$$

map Google map

Well-aged steaks in a restaurant where Frank Sinatra ate. 11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri-Sun

Italian Beef & Chicago Classics

Mr Beef $

map Google map

The shop that inspired the award-winning Hulu show The Bear specializes in Italian beef sandwiches served with sweet peppers and spicy giardiniera (pickled vegetables). 10am-4pm Mon-Sat

Portillo’s & Barnelli’s $

map Google map

Beef is slow-roasted for four hours after being dipped in a custom seasoning blend 50 years in the making. 10am-1am

Buona

map Google map

A third-generation family-owned company that’s now the largest Italian beef producer in the country. 10am-10:30pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Billy Goat Tavern $

map Google map

An iconic local burger joint that inspired one of Saturday Night Live’s best-known skits. 6am-1am Mon-Thu, to 2am Fri, to 3am Sat, 9am-2am Sun

Mexican

Tzuco $$

map Google map

French-inspired Mexican cuisine from two-time Michelin star chef Carlos Gaytan. 4-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri, 10am-2pm & 4-11pm Sat, to 9pm Sun

Topolobampo $$$

map Google map

Fine-dining Mexican restaurant that’s the hub of celebrity chef Rick Bayless’ local restaurant empire. 6-11pm Wed & Thu, 5:30-9pm Fri & Sat

Splurge-Worthy

Purple Pig $$

map Google map

James Beard Award–winning restaurant specializing in small plates and pork dishes. 11am-10pm

Indienne $$$

map Google map

A Michelin-starred Indian tasting menu with vegetarian and pescatarian options. 5-10pm Mon-Sat

Tortoise Supper Club $$$

map Google map

A high-end supper club dining experience and live jazz. 5-9pm Tue-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat

Untitled Supper Club $$$

map Google map

Gourmet meals, American whiskeys and everything from live aerial entertainment to burlesque. 5pm-midnight Tue & Wed, to 2am Thu & Fri, to 3am Sat

[image: img]
Drinking

Beer

Green Door Tavern

map Google map

A century-old bar that’s a great option for a burger and a beer. 5-10pm Mon, 4pm-midnight Tue, to 2am Wed & Thu, 11:30am-2am Fri, to 3am Sat, 11:30am-9pm Sun

Centennial Crafted Beer & Eatery

map Google map

Fifty taps of craft beer in a cozy neighborhood bar that serves up beer flights. 4-11pm Wed & Thu, 11:30am-midnight Fri, from 11am Sat, 11am-9pm Sun

Cocktails

Library at Gilt Bar

map Google map

World-class cocktails with velvet booths, vintage art and speakeasy vibes. 6-10:30pm Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat
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Shopping

Local Shops

Colores Mexicanos

map Google map

Shop for handmade Mexican clothing and handicrafts at this woman- and immigrant-owned boutique on Michigan Ave. 10am-6:30pm Mon-Thu, to 7:30pm Fri & Sat

Mary Mary Gifts

map Google map

Head inside a 138-year-old building for diverse finds from around the world. 11am-6pm Mon-Sat, to 5pm Sun

Garrett Popcorn

map Google map

The ultimate Chicago souvenir is a can of this company’s world-famous popcorn. 10am-8pm Sun-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat






Explore

Gold Coast

This neighborhood’s streets aren’t lined with gold, but sometimes it feels like they could be. The Gold Coast has been home to the wealthiest Chicagoans for well over a century. Bejeweled shoppers glide in and out of the neighborhood’s stylish boutiques as the occasional Tesla or Rolls-Royce wheels along the leafy avenues. Sights-wise, the 360 Chicago observatory and Museum of Contemporary Art are the top attention-grabbers. At night, Rush St entertains with swanky steakhouses and piano lounges. A stroll through the neighborhood, especially the Astor St area, lets you take in some of the most beautiful old mansions in town.
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See for eating and drinking listings



Getting Around

[image: icon-trainjpg] L Train

Take the Red Line to Clark/Division for the neighborhood’s northern areas and to Chicago for the southern parts.

[image: icon-busajpg] Bus

Routes 3, 26 and 125 run along Michigan Ave.

[image: icon-e-bikesjpg] Bicycle

Divvy bike-share stations are sparser in this neighborhood than elsewhere, but cyclists can find docks near some of the major north–south streets.

[image: icon-walkjpg] Walking

The Gold Coast is a great neighborhood for walking, with opportunities to ogle historic mansions, especially around Astor St.


THE BEST

ART Museum of Contemporary Art

HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE Charnley-Persky House

PHOTO OP 360 Chicago

QUIRKY MUSEUM International Museum of Surgical Science

FOR THE FANS Chicago Sports Museum
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1Top Experiences

 Museum of Contemporary ArtE8

 360 ChicagoD7




1Experiences

1Charnley-Persky HouseC3

2Newberry LibraryB6

3International Museum of Surgical ScienceC2

4Chicago Sports MuseumD7




5Eating

53rd Coast CafeB4

63 Arts Club CafeB4

7AdalinaB7

8Le ColonialC6

9BellevueC6

10BistronomicC8

11Maple & AshB6

12Gibson’sC6

13Ambassador RoomC4




6Drinking

14SparrowB5

15Zebra LoungeB4

16Hangge-UppeB5







TOP EXPERIENCE


Museum of Contemporary Art

In contrast to the classical collection of the Art Institute of Chicago, the Museum of Contemporary Art (MCA) exhibits contemporary, avant-garde works from the past century that often straddle the worlds of visual art and mixed media. Its modern photography collections are especially strong.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The free Tuesdays on the Terrace evening summer concert series takes place in the museum’s terrace garden. Food and drinks are available for purchase, or pack a picnic.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours and tickets.



Exhibitions

The MCA is where Jeff Koons held his first solo museum exhibition and where Frida Kahlo’s first exhibition in the USA took place, and the museum continues to mount themed exhibitions that typically focus on underappreciated or up-and-coming artists that curators are introducing to American audiences. Shows last three months or so before the exhibits morph into something new.

The museum experience begins at a street-level staircase. Head up the stairs to find work from Jasper Johns, Andy Warhol and Kara Walker, an African American artist best known for her artistic silhouettes and for showing the long-lasting tragic effects of slavery. The museum is one of the nation’s most voracious collectors of work by African American female artists.

Around the Building

While art is, naturally, the museum’s big draw, its architecture is also worth admiring. Check out the leaf-shaped spiral staircase at the northwestern corner of the building. The terraced sculpture garden at the back of the museum makes for a nifty browse.

The museum’s front plaza also sees lots of action, especially on Tuesday mornings in June through October when a farmers market sets up from 7am to 2pm.


TOP EXPERIENCE


360 Chicago

Located atop the city’s fourth-tallest skyscraper, 875 N Michigan Ave, 360 Chicago is a cool place to hang out in the heavens. In many ways, the view here surpasses the one at Willis Tower because the building is closer to Lake Michigan and provides unfettered panoramic vistas.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Go at night, when the views are particularly awesome. On Wednesday and Saturday evenings in summer, there’s the bonus of seeing Navy Pier’s fireworks. Last entry is 10pm.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours and tickets.



Observation Deck Lowdown

Feel the speed as you ascend to the 94th-floor observation deck in the elevators. They’re moving at 20mph, some of the country’s fastest.

On a clear day, it’s possible to peek into four states from this perch 1000ft above street level. Look for local landmarks, such as the Willis Tower, Wrigley Field, Oak Street Beach and Navy Pier. Indulge your inner thrill seeker with TILT, a set of floor-to-ceiling windows that you stand in as they move and tip out over the ground, and enjoy a cocktail at CloudBar.

Architecture

The John Hancock Center, as the building was then known, was completed in 1969, and is made of enough aluminum to cover 12 football fields. Fazlur Khan and Bruce Graham were the chief architects, and they designed the structure to sway as much as 5in to 8in in Chicago’s windy conditions. They went on to build the Willis Tower four years later.

The X-shaped cross braces that you see on the building’s exterior are each 18 stories tall. They make for strangely shaped windows and have affected the value of the residences behind them because of the blocked views.



WALKING TOUR


Stroll Around the Gold Coast

Chicago’s wealthiest residents have called the Gold Coast home since the late 1800s. Bentleys sit parked outside elegant city mansions, and fur-wearing women hobnob in stylish cafes. But hints of this posh neighborhood’s quietly seamier side can also be found between the wallet-busting boutiques and restaurants.


START

3 Arts Club Cafe

END

Hopsmith

LENGTH

1.1 miles; 1 hour
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1 Light Lunch

Get fuelled up for a walk with lunch at the elegant 3 Arts Club Cafe, sitting on stylish couches in a sunny glass atrium replete with chandeliers, trees and a fountain inside a five-floor Restoration Hardware home-decor store. The original Three Arts Club, founded in 1912, was a home for women in the ‘three arts’ of music, painting and drama.

2 Hef’s Mansion

Walk east to State St and take a left. Stop in front of 1340 N State Pkwy, the Original Playboy Mansion. Constructed in 1899, it’s where Playboy founder Hugh Hefner lived, worked and partied throughout the 1960s. In the mid-1970s, Hef decamped to Los Angeles, and the building now comprises ultraluxury private condos, so you can’t go inside.

3 Step on Wood

Keep heading north on N State Pkwy until you reach Wooden Alley, a one-block stretch that connects State and Astor. Wooden blocks were commonly used as pavement in the late 1800s and early 1900s because they were cheaper than other construction options. This street was built in 1909 just as wood-block paving was starting to become unfashionable, and today it’s a rare Chicago survivor.

4 Lifestyles of the Rich & Famous

Home to some of Chicago’s richest denizens past and present, Astor Street was named for the USA’s first multimillionaire, John Jacob Astor (he never lived there, but the area’s builders thought his name added dazzle). Several turn-of-the-century mansions rise between the 1300 and 1500 blocks, built for beer-brewing barons, wealthy merchants, and even the son of Mary Todd and Abraham Lincoln.

5 In With the Modern

Continue walking south to the Charnley-Persky House, a mansion designed by architects Louis Sullivan and his apprentice Frank Lloyd Wright. The home eschewed the Victorian construction norms and paved the way for a more modern style of residential architecture. Make time for a tour of the interior if you’re here on a Wednesday, Friday or Saturday.

6 Cheers to Beers

Walk Astor St south to its conclusion at Division St. Turn right and walk a few blocks to Hopsmith, a two-level bar and restaurant with a large selection of beers on tap at reasonable prices.


EXPERIENCES


Step Inside an Early Frank Lloyd Wright Home at Charnley-Persky Housebuilding

map Google map

While he was still working for Louis Sullivan, Frank Lloyd Wright (who was 19 at the time) designed the 11-room Charnley-Persky House (sah.org/about-sah/charnley-persky-house), which sparked a new era in architectural design because it did away with Victorian gaudiness in favor of plain, abstract forms that went on to become the modern style. It was completed in 1892 and now houses the Society of Architectural Historians.

Free 45-minute guided tours are offered on Wednesdays. Tours on Fridays and Saturdays (April through October only) cost $15.

Be a Bookworm at Newberry LibraryLibrary

map Google map

The free public galleries at the Newberry Library (newberry.org) are a treat for bibliophiles: those who swoon over original Thomas Paine pamphlets about the French Revolution or go weak-kneed on seeing Thomas Jefferson’s copy of the History of the Expedition under Captains Lewis and Clark (with margin notes!). Intriguing exhibits rotate yellowed manuscripts and tattered first editions from the library’s extensive collection. Free hour-long tours of the building take place several times a week.

Witness Medical Magic at the International Museum of Surgical ScienceMuseum

map Google map

The fascinating International Museum of Surgical Science (imss.org, adult/child $30/23), set inside a former residential mansion facing Lake Michigan, is home to the only museum of its kind in North America. Exhibits demonstrate the amazing strides made in medical science, on subjects like eyeglasses, wound healing, anesthesia and X-rays, as well as the history of nursing.

Celebrate the City’s Teams at the Chicago Sports MuseumMuseum

map Google map

To understand the city’s sports psyche, peruse the memorabilia-filled cases at the Chicago Sports Museum (chicagosportsmuseum.com, adult/child $10/6). See how your vertical jump measures against Michael Jordan’s and slip on a replica of the Super Bowl ring crafted for Chicago Bears player William ‘Refrigerator’ Perry, the largest championship ring ever made. Check out the 2016 World Series collection, and look for the cleats infielder Kris Bryant wore on the winning final play of the 2016 World Series, which ended the team’s 108-year championship drought. Admission is free if you eat or drink at the attached Harry Caray’s 7th Inning Stretch restaurant.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $ $ Midrange     $ $ $ Top End

[image: img]
Eating

Breakfast & Brunch

3rd Coast Cafe $

map Google map

A cafe and wine bar with a Mediterranean-inspired menu. Serves breakfast all day. 7am-9pm

3 Arts Club Cafe $ $

map Google map

Brunch, lunch and dinner in a skylit garden dining room inside a high-end furniture showroom. 10am-9pm Mon-Sat, to 7pm Sun

Splurge-Worthy

Adalina $$$

map Google map

Modern Italian cuisine served by tuxedo-clad waiters. Have a pre-dinner cocktail at the downstairs bar, Rose Lounge. 4-9pm Mon-Wed, to 10pm Thu & Fri, 11am-10pm Sat, to 9pm Sun

Le Colonial $$$

map Google map

Upscale Vietnamese in a setting designed to transport diners to 1920s Saigon. noon-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri, 11:30am-11pm Sat, to 10pm Sun

Bellevue $$$

map Google map

Best known for its giant prime rib and Italian beef wontons. noon-11pm Mon-Wed, from 11am Thu & Fri, 10am-11pm Sat & Sun

Bistronomic $$$

map Google map

Delicious French staples like duck breast and escargot, but desserts like the chocolate creme brûlée stand out most. 5-8:15pm Tue, 11am-2pm & 5-8:30pm Wed-Fri, 10am-2pm & 5-8:30pm Sat & Sun

Steakhouses

Maple & Ash $$$

map Google map

High-end steaks, seafood towers and brunches. An excellent option for celebratory meals. 1-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri, 11am-11pm Sat, to 10pm Sun

Gibson’s $$$

map Google map

A high-end Chicago steakhouse. Stop at the bar for a martini before dinner. 11am-midnight

Ambassador Room $$$

map Google map

This place isn’t solely a steakhouse, but its NY strip steak alone is worth the reservation. 5-10pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Bars & Lounges

Sparrow

map Google map

A Cuban-inspired cocktail bar serving rum-, coconut- and pineapple-forward drinks like La Floridita and Hotel Nacional. 4pm-2am Sun-Fri, to 3am Sat

Zebra Lounge

map Google map

A zebra-themed piano bar featuring live music every night. 7pm-2am Mon-Fri, 7:30pm-3am Sat, to 2am Sun

Hangge-Uppe

map Google map

A late-night dance bar with DJs and a basement playing music from the 1970s and ’80s. 9pm-4am Thu & Fri, to 5am Sat







Explore

Lincoln Park & Old Town

Lincoln Park and Old Town are two of Chicago’s oldest and most charming neighborhoods. Come here to walk streets lined with Victorian architecture, immerse yourself in nature, dive into local history and dine at Michelin-star restaurants. Lincoln Park, the green space, is the city’s premier playground, filled with lagoons, walking paths, beaches and zoo animals. To the south, stylish Old Town hangs on to its free-spirited, bohemian past with artsy bars and the improv-comedy bastion Second City. Like the city at large, these neighborhoods are filled with nuance, history and more than a few pleasant surprises.



[image: jpg]

See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-trainjpg] L Train

Take the Brown, Purple or Red Line to Fullerton for Lincoln Park. Use the Brown or Purple Line to Sedgwick for Old Town.

[image: icon-busajpg] Bus

Route 151 runs from downtown (along Lake Shore Dr) and passes near Lincoln Park Zoo and other sites.

[image: icon-e-bikesjpg] Bicycle

With abundant greenery, this neighborhood is a great spot for cyclists, and you’re allowed to ride on paved paths through the park. Find Divvy bike-share stations around the area, including in Lincoln Park itself.


THE BEST

GREEN SPACE Lincoln Park

BEACH North Avenue Beach

MUSEUM Chicago History Museum

COMEDY Second City

LIVE MUSIC Kingston Mines
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1Top Experiences

 Lincoln ParkG5




1Experiences

1Chicago History MuseumF5

2Second CityF5

3ZaniesF6

4Kingston MinesC2

5Wild Hare & Singing Armadillo Frog SanctuaryC1

6Lincoln HallC2

7Park WestE4

8AliveOneD1

9Peggy Notebaert Nature MuseumF2

10Wieners CircleD1

11Twin AnchorsE5

12Marge’s StillE5

13Biograph TheaterC2




5Eating

14BruncheryD1

15Batter & BerriesB1

16Bagelers CoffeehouseC2

17Jam ’n HoneyC3

18Small ChevalF6

19Pequod’s PizzaA3

20Chicago Pizza & Oven Grinder CompanyF3

21Aloha EatsE2

22GalitC2

23AlineaD5

24EsméE3

25BokaD5

26Athenian RoomC3

27Cafe Ba-Ba-ReebaC4

28KamehachiF6

29Topo GigioF6




6Drinking

30Red Lion PubC2

31Delilah’sB1

32Old Town Ale HouseF5

33King of CupsD3




7Shopping

34McShane’s Exchange ConsignmentC4

35Elliott ConsignmentC2

36Gold Coast CoutureF6

37All She WroteC4

38Spice HouseF6

39House of GlunzF6







TOP EXPERIENCE


Lincoln Park

Chicago’s largest park (at nearly 1200 acres), Lincoln Park stretches north from its namesake neighborhood to Edgewater. It’s one of the most visited parks in the USA, and it’s a favorite playground of locals, who flock here to stroll, picnic, sunbathe, play sports and visit the eponymous zoo.


[image: jpg]
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map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Find markets and takeout joints along Clark St and Diversey Pkwy for picnic provisions. Visit on Wednesday (May to October) or Saturday mornings (April to November) to browse the farmers market.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours.



Lincoln Park Zoo & Other Freebies

Opened in 1868, the free Lincoln Park Zoo is one of the oldest in the country and has entertained generations of Chicagoans. It’s home to about 1100 animals from around the world, including chimpanzees, western lowland gorillas, lions, penguins and black bears.

The leafy Lincoln Park Conservatory and the Alfred Caldwell Lily Pool are also nearby and free to visit. The elegant Victorian-era glass conservatory is filled with ancient ferns, towering palms and fragrant tropical flowers. Regardless of the temperature outside, it’s always lush and green inside. The enchanting Lily Pool hides in a plot northeast of the Lincoln Park Conservatory, at the corner of Fullerton and Cannon Drs. Built in 1938 by landscape architect Jens Jenson, the garden is designated a National Historic Landmark for its Prairie style, use of native plants, and stonework that resembles the stratified canyons of the Wisconsin Dells. The pool has become an important stopover for migrating birds and also welcomes turtles and dragonflies.

Land of Lincoln

At the park’s southern edge, sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens’ Standing Lincoln shows Abraham Lincoln, the 16th US President and the park’s namesake, deep in contemplation before giving a speech. Saint-Gaudens based the work on casts of Lincoln’s face and hands made while Lincoln was alive. Nearby, at the corner of LaSalle Dr and Clark St, take a gander at the Couch Tomb. It’s the sole remainder of the land’s pre-1864 use as a municipal cemetery. The city relocated the bodies when Lincoln Park was created.

Ready, Set, Relax

North Avenue Beach (pictured) is an idyllic stretch of sand with access to Lake Michigan at Diversey Harbor, which has a public boat launch and fueling dock. There are channels for rowing and crewing, two ponds with a variety of birdlife, and pathways for running, jogging and cycling. Some local yoga studios host classes in the park during the summer.


QUICK BREAK

Sultan’s Market offers heaping plates for a casual Middle Eastern meal. The J Parker provides a swanky break at its rooftop cocktail bar.




WALKING TOUR


Walk Lincoln Park & Old Town

Looking to entertain the little ones? A day in Lincoln Park will keep the whole family busy without breaking the bank. Generations of Chicagoans have been coming here to enjoy the greenery, the lakefront and the Lincoln Park Zoo, now one of the last free zoos in the country.


START

Farm-in-the-Zoo

END

Fullerton Seawall

LENGTH

2 miles; 3 hours


[image: 13-lincoln-park-wt-pk-chg6-jpg]




1 Animal Farm

Start off at the big ol’ barn at Farm-in-the-Zoo, located at Lincoln Park Zoo’s southern end. The farm features a full range of barnyard animals where kids can pet sheep, watch chicks hatch, and feed chickens and cows. Staff put on demonstrations of cow milking, horse grooming and other farm work.

2 Walk the Wetlands

To the north, look for the Nature Boardwalk, a half-mile path around the South Pond’s wetlands ecosystem. Informational placards explain the marshy environment and the creatures that live there. The mod-looking arch you pass on the east side is the Education Pavilion. Local starchitect Jeanne Gang (of Aqua Tower fame) designed it; it’s meant to resemble a turtle shell.

3 Break for Burgers

All that walking will no doubt lead to rumbling bellies (and grumbling kiddos), so head out of the park and over to RJ Grunts for lunch. The staff can store your stroller while you chow down on chocolate-peanut-butter-banana milkshakes and burgers. The menu, and the hubbub, are entirely kid-friendly, and even the pickiest of eaters will find something to their liking.

4 It’s a Jungle in Here

After fueling up, explore recreated geographical regions in the Regenstein African Journey – full of pygmy hippos, zebras, rhinos and giraffes – and watch Ape House monkeys play at the two best exhibits at Lincoln Park Zoo, set in the shadow of looming high-rises.

5 Lovely Lilies

After strolling through the exhibits, continue north through the park and into the hidden oasis of the Alfred Caldwell Lily Pool, where you can sit and enjoy the serenity while your kids go on the lookout for turtles and dragonflies.

6 Skyline Shot

By now, you’ve spent a while in the park. If you have enough energy to continue, head east along Fullerton Pkwy to the lake-lapping seawall. The curving headland offers one of the city’s best skyline views – the ideal background for a keepsake family photo of your day.


EXPERIENCES


Get to Know the City at the Chicago History MuseumMuseum

map Google map

Curious about Chicago’s storied past? Multimedia displays at the Chicago History Museum (chicagohistory.org, adult/child $19/free) cover it all, from the Great Fire of 1871 to the 1968 Democratic Convention. President Lincoln’s deathbed is here, as is the bell worn by Mrs O’Leary’s cow, the first passenger car that operated on the city’s elevated train system, a signed copy of Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation, and a cane Charlie Chaplin used while filming in Chicago in the early 1900s.

Laugh Out Loud at Second CityComedy

There’s no better neighborhood for laughs than Old Town. Catch a show at Second City map Google map (secondcity.com), the iconic comedy club and school that’s been churning out Saturday Night Live stars for decades. Tina Fey, Jim Belushi and Stephen Colbert are just a few of the comedians who have honed their craft on the stage here.

Second City hosts live standup every night of the week, as well as late-night improv shows on Fridays and Saturdays. Grab dinner or drinks at the club’s on-site 1959 Kitchen & Bar before the show.

For more comedy, head to Zanies map Google map (chicago.zanies.com) on N Wells St, an intimate venue with just 100 seats. Jimmy Fallon, Sarah Silverman, Tiffany Haddish, Kevin Hart, Chris Rock and Dave Chappelle are a few of the acts that have performed here.

Listen to Live Music at Kingston MinesBlues

map Google map

Opened in 1968, Kingston Mines (kingstonmines.com) is the largest and oldest continuously operating blues club in Chicago. Listen to live acts perform across two intimate stages four nights a week.

Junior Wells, Billy Branch, Magic Slim and Koko Taylor are some of the blues greats that have graced these stages, but it isn’t just a venue for well-known performers – it hosts an open jam from 5:30pm until 2am every Sunday.

Watch Butterflies at the Peggy Notebaert Nature MuseumMuseum

map Google map

The hands-on Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum (naturemuseum.org, adult/child $17/10) is one of Chicago’s most family-friendly. In its 2700-sq-ft greenhouse, 40 species of exotic butterflies fly freely among flowers and tropical trees. Learn how caterpillars become butterflies and watch butterflies take flight for the first time every afternoon at 2pm. Book a Saturday morning yoga class inside the museum’s butterfly haven or camp out at the nature museum overnight.


Get a Mouthful at Wieners CircleFast food

map Google map

As famous for its foul-mouthed ambience as for its charred hot dogs and cheddar fries, the Wieners Circle (wienerscirclechicago.com) is a normal hot-dog stand – with damn good food – daytimes and weeknights. The wild show comes on weekend nights around 2am, when the nearby bars close, the F-bombs fly, and it can get raucous between staff and customers. Wieners Circle is open until 5am on weekends.

Experience Prohibition-Era ChicagoBar

In the 1920s, gangsters like Al Capone, Bugs Moran and Baby Face Nelson ruled the streets of Chicago. Prohibition – when it was illegal to manufacture, sell or transport alcohol in the USA, from 1920 to 1933 – was in force, and the only places to consume alcohol were illegal speakeasies, such as the Twin Anchors map Google map tavern (twinanchorsribs.com), which went by the name Tante Lee Soft Drinks during Prohibition. The secret passageway between the tavern and the apartment building next door – a necessity in case of police raids – is still intact.

Marge’s Still map Google map (margeschicago.com), a block to the north, was another speakeasy. At the time, it was called Victor Caruso’s Soft Drinks. Stop at the Chicago History Museum to see a Prohibition-era still used to make bootleg liquor.

Keep heading north to Biograph Theatermap Google map, where gangster John Dillinger watched a movie with a female companion before the FBI shot and killed him.


BEST LIVE MUSIC BEYOND KINGSTON MINES

Wild Hare & Singing Armadillo Frog Sanctuary

map Google map

Visit for the Rum Punch Sunday brunch to eat plantain waffles, gouda grits or a jerk skillet breakfast with a reggae soundtrack.

Lincoln Hall

map Google map

Hyped national indie bands are the main players at this cool midsize venue with excellent sound.

Park West

map Google map

Originally built in 1916 as a venue for vaudeville and movies, this glamorous auditorium has a unique diamond-shaped interior.

AliveOne

map Google map

See local bands or listen to a jukebox that only plays recordings of live concerts by Springsteen, Pink Floyd, the Pixies, Led Zeppelin, Muddy Waters, Hendrix and more.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $ $ Midrange     $ $ $ Top End

[image: img]
Eating

Breakfast & Brunch

Brunchery $$

map Google map

This Lincoln Park deli has been a neighborhood favorite for brunch for decades. 9am-3pm

Batter & Berries $$

map Google map

Order the ‘Original French Toast’ flight to sample several of this restaurant’s most popular items. 8am-3pm Fri-Mon, 9am-2pm Tue-Thu

Bagelers Coffeehouse $

map Google map

A relaxed spot for coffee, bagels, pastries and working from a laptop. 7am-3pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun

Jam ’n Honey $

map Google map

A casual diner serving American breakfast fare like pancakes and French toast. 8am-9pm Mon-Fri, to 3pm Sat & Sun

Casual Eats

Small Cheval $

map Google map

Skip the line for Au Cheval and have a burger and fries at this casual spinoff chain. 11am-11pm

Pequod’s Pizza $$

map Google map

Locals love this deep dish because of its thick chewy crusts and caramelized layer of cheese. 11am-2am Mon-Sat, to midnight Sun

Chicago Pizza & Oven Grinder Company $$

map Google map

Why have deep-dish pizza when you can try the city’s only pizza pot pie? 4-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri, 11am-11pm Sat, to 10pm Sun

Aloha Eats $

map Google map

Hawaiian food, from musubis (rice rolls wrapped in seaweed) to saimin (egg noodle soup) and katsus (breaded cutlets). Spam, aka ‘the Hawaiian steak,’ is the main ingredient in many dishes. 11am-9pm Tue-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat, to 5pm Sun

Splurge-Worthy

Galit $$$

map Google map

A Michelin-star Middle Eastern restaurant with a lively vibe, a tasting menu and creative cocktails. 5-9pm Tue-Thu, to 9:30pm Fri & Sat

Alinea $$$

map Google map

A creative three-Michelin-star tasting menu that truly is unlike any other meal in the world. 5-10pm

Esmé $$$

map Google map

Michelin-starred fine-dining tasting menus inspired by art. Menus rotate every few months. 5-10pm Wed-Sun

Boka $$$

map Google map

Michelin-star restaurant and neighborhood favorite with a focus on seasonal American cuisine. 5-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat

International

Athenian Room $

map Google map

Huge portions of Greek food at affordable prices with quick service. 4-9:30pm Mon-Wed, to 10pm Thu & Fri, noon-10pm Sat, to 9pm Sun

Cafe Ba-Ba-Reeba $$

map Google map

A lively spot for Spanish tapas, pintxos (bar snacks) and sangria flights. 4-9pm Tue-Thu, 11:30am-11pm Fri, from 10am Sat, 10am-9pm Sun & Mon

Kamehachi $$

map Google map

One of the oldest sushi restaurants in the city. Come for the fresh flavorful sushi, but stay for the BATSU! comedy parties on weekends. 11:30am-9pm Sun-Wed, to 10pm Thu-Sat

Topo Gigio $$

map Google map

Italian restaurant with a Tuscan-inspired, seafood-heavy menu. 11:30am-10pm Tue-Thu, to 10:30pm Fri & Sat, 4pm-9pm Sun

[image: img]
Drinking

Pubs & Dives

Red Lion Pub

map Google map

An English pub that feels like a dream home library with a well-stocked bar. 4pm-1am Mon-Thu, to 2am Fri, noon-2am Sat, 10:30am-midnight Sun

Delilah’s

map Google map

A music-forward dive bar serving more than 1000 whiskeys and 200 different beers. 4pm-2am Mon-Fri, 11am-3am Sat, to 2am Sun

Old Town Ale House

map Google map

An unpretentious neighborhood bar near the Second City comedy club. 3pm-4am Sun-Fri, to 5am Sat

Cocktails

King of Cups

map Google map

A stylish, dimly lit cocktail bar with fancy chandeliers and tarot card readings every night. 5pm-2am

[image: img]
Shopping

Fashion

McShane’s Exchange Consignment

map Google map

Secondhand designer clothing, bags and shoes sorted by color. 11am-7pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat, noon-6pm Sun

Elliott Consignment

map Google map

A locally owned resale store that aims to give quality clothing multiple lives. 11am-5pm

Gold Coast Couture

map Google map

A high-end hat shop and Chicago’s best place to shop for Kentucky Derby hats. by appointment only

Gifts & Souvenirs

All She Wrote

map Google map

Cards, invitations, stationery and gifts. A great place for local souvenirs that aren’t cheesy. 11am-6pm Tue-Sat, noon-5pm Sun

Food & Drink

Spice House

map Google map

Rubs, salts and spices – everything you need for grilling season, including custom house-made blends. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat, to 5pm Sun

House of Glunz

map Google map

A local wine shop and bar that traces its history to 1888. noon-8pm Mon-Sat, to 5pm Sun







Explore

Lake View & Wrigleyville

Baseball lovers and nightlife fans share this bar-packed neighbor-hood, where the good times roll in Wrigleyville, set around star attraction Wrigley Field, and in Northalsted, the club-thumping LGBTIQ+ district. Quieter areas invite lingering too, such as Roscoe Village, which charms with its small-town vibe, and the Southport Corridor, chockablock with upscale restaurants and shops. Together, the four communities comprise Lake View. Wrigleyville tends to grab the glory. You can find long-standing dive bars and boozers full of Cubs fans guzzling beers, but there are cocktail bars, fancy doughnut shops and trendy eateries too.



[image: jpg]

See for eating, drinking and shopping listings



[image: jpg]

Alta Vista Terrace | SERHII CHRUCKY/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©

Getting Around

[image: icon-trainjpg] L Train

Take the Red Line to Addison for Wrigleyville and around. Use the Red, Brown or Purple Line to Belmont for much of Northalsted. Ride to Paulina station on the Brown Line for Roscoe Village and the Southport Corridor.

[image: icon-busajpg] Bus

Useful routes include 152 (Addison), 9 (Ashland), 77 (Belmont), 50 (Damen), 76 (Diversey) and 49 (Western).

[image: icon-busjpg] Walking & Bicycle

Get around this compact neighborhood easily on foot. To cover more distance, a few Divvy bike-share stations are dotted around the area.


THE BEST

SPORTS Wrigley Field

LGBTIQ+ NIGHTLIFE Northalsted

LIVE MUSIC Metro

QUIETER VIBE Roscoe Village

CHICAGO HANDSHAKE Wrigleyville bars




TOP EXPERIENCE


Wrigley Field

Built in 1914, Wrigley Field is the second-oldest baseball park in the major leagues. It provides an old-school slice of Americana, with a hand-turned scoreboard, ivy-covered outfield walls and an iconic neon entrance sign. Legendary traditions and curses imbue the stadium.


[image: jpg]
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map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The Upper Reserved Infield seats are usually cheap. They’re high up but have decent views. The unshaded bleacher seats are the party-hard section, but the sun can be brutal.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for tours, tickets and more information.



Around Wrigley

The field is surrounded by houses, bars, restaurants and even a fire station. The grassy plaza just north of the main entrance – aka Gallagher Way – has tables, chairs, a coffee shop and a huge video screen. On nongame days, it’s open to the public and hosts free movie nights, concerts and alfresco fitness classes. On game days, it’s a beer garden for ticket holders and shows Cubs programs on the screen.

Gametime & Tours

Gates open 1½ hours before the game’s start time. It’s good to arrive an hour or so early to look around inside. Check out the Walk of Fame behind the bleachers in right field to learn about Cubs greats through the ages. Watch players take batting practice. Head down close to the field for photos (as long as it’s 30 or more minutes before game time; after that you won’t be allowed).

Ninety-minute stadium tours ($30) are available most days March through September that take in the upper deck, bleachers, field and more. On nongame days, you get the bonus of also going into the press box, dugout and visitors’ locker room.


Traditions & Curses

When the middle of the seventh inning arrives, it’s time for the seventh inning stretch. Stand up for the group sing-along of ‘Take Me Out to the Ballgame,’ often led by a guest celebrity along the lines of Mr T, Ozzy Osbourne or the local weather reporter.

Perhaps you’ve heard of the infamous curse. In 1945, the Cubs were in the World Series against the Detroit Tigers. When Billy Sianis, owner of the Billy Goat Tavern, tried to enter Wrigley Field with his pet goat to see the game, staff refused. Sianis said the Cubs would never win another World Series.

Years rolled by, and they didn’t. Then in 2016, it happened: the Cubs won the World Series in a wild, come-from-behind set of games.


QUICK BREAK

It’s a Cubs game prerequisite to beer up at Murphy’s Bleachers, a well-loved, historic watering hole only steps away from the entrance to Wrigley Field’s bleacher seats.




TOP EXPERIENCE


Northalsted, Chicago’s Gayborhood

The rainbow flags and the abundance of bars and dance clubs will let you know you’ve arrived in Northalsted, east of Wrigley Field. The well-heeled hub of Chicago’s gay community, Northalsted bustles on Broadway during the day and gets hedonistic on Halsted St at night.
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map Google map


PLANNING TIP

To see the area at its peak, visit at night. The neighborhood mellows during the day, when it’s mostly about shopping (weekdays) and brunch (weekends).
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Scan this QR code for a local business directory and upcoming events.



Best Nightlife

Sidetrack has been here since the neighborhood’s genesis and sits in the middle of the action. Its LGBTIQ+ storytelling show draws big groups on the first Tuesday of each month. Across the street, Roscoe’s Tavern is another local stalwart, with a casual bar in front, a dance club in back and a patio outdoors. Drag-race viewing parties and drag bingo add to the fun. Nearby late-night, lesbian-owned bar The Closet changes tempo after 2am, when the gang becomes more mixed (male and female) and the music and rowdiness amp up. Willies ’n Waffles is good for a late-night bite, assuming you’re ready for genital-shaped treats with raunchy names.

Top Shops & Northalsted Market Days

Halsted St holds several thrift and fetish shops to add sass to your wardrobe. Men’s Room has the goods when the urge strikes for leather harnesses, fetish gear, handcuffs or sexy underwear. Egoist Underwear sells men’s swimwear, gym wear, jockstraps and briefs with saucy style. Mesh abounds. On Broadway, Unabridged Bookstore stocks a stellar gay and lesbian section, covering everything from gay parenting to queer spirituality.


The LGBTIQ+ community lets loose during a hot mid-August weekend with Northalsted Market Days, one of the neighborhood’s premier events. Attendees gay and straight alike prowl the incense-wafting vendors set up along a half-mile stretch of Halsted St. Drag queens in feather boas, Twister games played in the street and disco divas on the main stage are a sure bet. Past performers have included Lizzo, Pussy Riot, Joan Jett and the Village People.

Pride Parade

On the last Sunday in June, colorful floats and risqué revelers pack Broadway and Halsted Sts in Northalsted (aka Boystown). The Pride Parade (pictured) is the LGBTIQ+ community’s main event, and more than 800,000 people come to the party.


QUICK BREAK

Sunday brunch at Wood, with house-butchered meats and bread from its wood-fired oven, packs a crowd. Filipina-owned Jennivee’s Bakery tempts with creamy-frosted purple yam and mango cream cupcakes.




WALKING TOUR


Walk Lake View & Wrigleyville

Lake View is the overarching name of this good-time neighborhood, known for its nonstop lineup of bars, theaters, rock halls and global eateries, while Wrigleyville is the pocket that surrounds Wrigley Field. The area is known more for its nightlife than its sights, but this walk packs in baseball, bars, LBGTIQ+ history and an architectural surprise.


START

Sidetrack

END

Metro

LENGTH

1.5 miles; 1½ hours
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1 Get Sidetracked

Start at Sidetrack, the bar that launched the surrounding gayborhood (in Northalsted) in the 1980s. Today, Halsted St bursts with LBGTIQ+ nightlife and shops. This massive bar thumps dance music for gay and straight crowds, and events from drag nights to Beyoncé dance parties take place throughout the week.

2 A Drop of History

Walk west on Newport Ave past tidy residences to Clark St, where the bar belt unfurls en route to Wrigley Field. Veer slightly onto Sheffield Ave to Nisei Lounge, a post-WWII hangout for Chicago’s Japanese-American community. It’s now a dive bar stalwart that pours bountiful shots of the infamous local spirit Malört.

3 Going to Gallagher

Get back on Clark St and soon you come to retro Wrigley Field. Snap a photo under the landmarked neon sign. The plaza nearby where everyone is hanging out is Gallagher Way. On nongame days, it often hosts concerts or farmers markets open to the public.

4 Caray & the Cubs

Turn east on Waveland Ave along the ballpark’s edge. Look up and you’ll notice buildings with bleachers on top, aka the ‘Wrigley rooftops.’ They’re rented out to groups and offer a unique perspective onto the field. A few steps onward, pay homage to legendary Cubs broadcaster Harry Caray at his statue.

5 Alta Vista Architecture

Walk north on Sheffield Ave to Grace St and turn left (west). When you reach Alta Vista Terrace, stroll down it to see a recreated block of London row houses. The 20 exquisitely detailed homes on either side of the street mirror each other diagonally.

6 Souvenir Stop

Take Grace St back to Clark St. Buy a fun souvenir at Obvious Shirts, which creates clever, humorous shirts with simple, bold text on solid backgrounds. Its selection includes all Chicago teams.

7 Singing Stars

Finish up at Metro to see what soon-to-be-famous band is playing that night. For more than three decades, this venue has been synonymous with loud rock.
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1Top Experiences

 Wrigley FieldB3

 NorthalstedC4




1Experiences

1MetroB3

2SchubasA5

3Martyrs’A2

4Nisei LoungeB4

5SluggersB3

6AlmaD2

7MordecaiD2

8TransistorA4

9Last Chapter Book ShopA4

10Loba Pastry + CoffeeA3

11Kitsch’n on RoscoeA4

12Little Goat DinerA4

13Corridor Brewery & ProvisionsA4

14Southport Grocery & CafeA3

15Steingold’s of ChicagoA3




5Eating

16Small ChevalC1

17Smoke DaddyD2

18Jeni’sC1

19Big StarD2

20Gundis Kurdish KitchenD6

21Chilam BalamD5

22Andy’s Thai KitchenB6

23Comfort’s African CuisineD6

24Mia FrancescaC4

25Chicago DinerC4

26CrispD6

27Clark Street DogC5

28mfkD6

29Dear MargaretA6

30Farm Bar LakeviewA5

31Tango SurA2




6Drinking

32Ten Cat TavernA2

33Duke of PerthD6

34L&L TavernC5




7Shopping

35Brown ElephantA5

36Out of the ClosetC4

37BeatnixC4

38Cubs StoreD1

39Wrigleyville SportsB3

40Obvious ShirtsA2

41Sports WorldB3







EXPERIENCES


Rock Out in Lake View’s Cool ClubsLive music

Lake View is home to loads of live music clubs, and you’re guaranteed to see a terrific show any night of the week. The cream of the crop is the Metro map Google map (metrochicago.com), Chicago’s premier loud-rock venue and a tastemaker for more than four decades. Ever since a pre-fame REM headlined the first bill in 1982, the club has captured bands on the brink of stardom. Think Sonic Youth and the Ramones in the ’80s, Nirvana and Jane’s Addiction in the ’90s, and White Stripes and the Killers in the early 2000s.

Schubas map Google map (lh-st.com) is hot on its heels. Set in an old Schlitz brewery building and known for its great sound, it presents twangy acoustic artists, plus indie rock acts on their way up. Martyrs’ map Google map (martyrslive.com) is a small, catch-all venue where pretty much anything goes musically.

Have a Drink at Wrigleyville’s Best BarsBar

A lot of bars pave the way to Wrigley Field. Clark St holds the majority, but Addison St and Sheffield Ave bring on the beverages too.

Divey Nisei Lounge map Google map (niseiloungechicago.com) is Wrigleyville’s longest-standing bar, pouring drinks since 1951. For those craving a pool table, jukebox, dartboards and the local liquor Malört, this festively scruffy place is it. Try the Chicago Handshake (an Old Style beer plus a shot of Malört).

For the sports bar scene, make your way to Sluggers map Google map (sluggersbar.com). Sidestep the schnockered Cubs fans and giant-screen TVs and go to the 2nd floor to practice your home-run swing in the batting cages.

To drink in fancier digs, head to Alma map Google map (almahotelzachary.com), the Hotel Zachary’s 2nd-floor lounge. Order a classic Manhattan or martini and angle for a seat on the terrace with a view of the ballpark. Next door, Mordecai map Google map (mordecaichicago.com) supplements its cocktails and views with a lengthy list of rare bourbons.

Soak Up the Quaint Ambience in Roscoe VillageArea

Looking for a small-town feel in the big city? Roscoe Village is like a little hamlet of cute houses and independent small businesses.

Check out Transistor map Google map (transistorchicago.com), part art gallery, part record store and part one-of-a-kind gift shop. Rest assured no one else will be giving your friend a necklace made from dominoes or a bat-painted tea cup. Last Chapter Book Shop map Google map (thelastchapterbookshop.com) specializes in romance novels. Lots of cheeky gifts supplement the spicy book selection.

For breakfast, head to Loba Pastry + Coffee map Google map (lobapastry.com). The small, steamed-window bakery was nominated for a Beard Award for its ever-changing goodies ranging from pineapple sourdough muffins to caramel-peach butter cakes. Tiki-and-toy-laden Kitsch’n on Roscoe map Google map (kitschn.com) cooks a big breakfast menu to go with its Bloody Marys, mimosas and sweet outdoor patio.

Find a Buffet of Restaurants in the Southport CorridorArea

Located in west Lake View between Roscoe Village and Wrigleyville, the Southport Corridor (along Southport Ave) unfurls a mile-long stretch of eateries and shops.

If you go at it from south to north, Little Goat Diner map Google map (littlegoatchicago.com) pops up first, Iron Chef Stephanie Izard’s modern spin on a retro comfort food diner. Fork into all-day breakfast specials like peanut butter and banana waffles, or lunch and dinner favorites like chicken and dumplings.

Nearby, snug Corridor Brewery & Provisions map Google map (corridorchicago.com) makes a rotating array of IPAs, lagers and farmhouse ales in the shiny tanks gurgling behind the bar, plus artisanal pizzas to go with them.

Southport Grocery & Cafe map Google map (southportgrocery.com) packs a crowd into its small, narrow room, where plates clatter and neighbors chitchat over bread pudding pancakes and butternut squash omelets.

A few blocks away, Steingold’s of Chicago map Google map (steingoldsdeli.com) features modern twists on Jewish deli classics. Grab a counter seat or carry out pastrami-sliced turkey on challah bread or crackly, fresh-made bagels with pastrami lox.


Lake View’s Origins

The neighborhood’s name does indeed come from its vista-rich proximity to Lake Michigan, but there’s more to the story. In 1854, the Hotel Lake View opened along the lakefront just south of where Irving Park Rd is today. It was a summer getaway for Chicago residents to escape the city’s noise and pollution. By 1857, the area around the hotel was incorporated as Lake View Township. The city annexed it in 1889. Given how built up Lake View is today, it’s hard to imagine that during its early days, it was known as the celery capital, growing the stalky vegetable in the boggy soil.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $ $ Midrange     $ $ $ Top End

[image: img]
Eating

Near Wrigley Field

Small Cheval $

map Google map

Retro bustling eatery serving a compact menu of burgers, milkshakes, cocktails and beer. 11am-10pm

Smoke Daddy $$

map Google map

Slow-cooked porcine delights, frosty brews and an easy-breezy vibe. 11am-9pm Mon & Thu, to 10pm Fri, 10am-10pm Sat, to 9pm Sun

Jeni’s $

map Google map

Midwest ice-cream chain with creative flavors like gooey butter cake and goat’s cheese with red cherries. 1-10pm Mon & Tue, to 11pm Wed-Sun

[image: jpg]
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Big Star $

map Google map

Tacos plumped with roasted pork shoulder and spicy tofu. Opens early for daytime Cubs games. 4-10pm Mon-Thu, 11:30am-11pm Fri, from 11am Sat, 11am-10pm Sun


International Eats

Gundis Kurdish Kitchen $$

map Google map

Sizzling meat dishes and veggie stews in an airy, exposed-brick room. 4-10pm Wed-Fri, from 9am Sat, 9am-9pm Sun

Chilam Balam $$

map Google map

Fiery modern Mexican food in basement digs. BYO beer or wine. Cash or Venmo only. 5-9pm Tue-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat

Andy’s Thai Kitchen $

map Google map

Authentic atomically spiced dishes like boat noodles and basil preserved egg. Cash only. 11am-9:30pm Mon-Fri, from noon Sat & Sun

Comfort’s African Cuisine $$

map Google map

Casual family-run eatery featuring grilled croaker fish, catfish pepper soup and other traditional Nigerian dishes. noon-9pm Tue-Sat, to 8pm Sun

Casual Vibes

Mia Francesca $$

map Google map

Energy swirls among the closely spaced tables at this Italian bistro dishing earthy pasta classics. 5-9pm Mon-Thu, 4-10pm Fri & Sat, to 9pm Sun

Chicago Diner $$

map Google map

Vegetarian comfort food stalwart with vintage red tables and booths. 11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri, 10am-10pm Sat, to 9pm Sun

Crisp $

map Google map

Loud music, bright colors and picnic-style tables set the scene for Korean fried chicken and mixed vegetable bowls. 11:30am-9pm Tue-Sun

Clark Street Dog $

map Google map

No-frills spot for hot dogs, Italian beef, chili cheese fries and more meaty delights. 11am-midnight Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat

Cozy & Romantic

mfk $$$

map Google map

Spanish dishes and sunny cocktails in a teeny, romantic space that feels like the seaside in Spain. 5-9:30pm Tue-Sat, 4-8:30pm Sun

Dear Margaret $$$

map Google map

French-Canadian dishes using pork, lake fish and earthy cheeses in a room modeled on grandma’s house. 5-10pm Wed-Sat, to 9pm Sun

Farm Bar Lakeview $$

map Google map

Farm-to-table comfort foods served in a handsome house tucked among local residences. 4-9pm Mon-Wed, to 10pm Thu, 11am-10pm Fri, from 10am Sat, 10am-9pm Sun

Tango Sur $$$

map Google map

This candlelit Argentine steakhouse makes an idyllic date location. 5-10:30pm Mon-Thu, to 11:30pm Fri, 3-11:30pm Sat, noon-10:30pm Sun

[image: img]
Drinking

Pubs & Dives

Ten Cat Tavern

map Google map

Shoot pool, check out the art and swill beers by the fireplace (winter) or in the beer garden (summer). A local favorite. 4pm-2am Mon-Fri, 2pm-3am Sat, 3pm-2am Sun

Duke of Perth

map Google map

Cozy, laid-back pub with UK beers, Scotch whiskeys, and fish and chips (all you can eat on Wednesdays and Fridays). 5pm-midnight Tue-Thu, 4pm-1am Fri, from noon Sat, noon-midnight Sun

L&L Tavern

map Google map

A dimly lit, unapologetic dive bar, complete with curt, seen-it-all staff, and cheap beer and whiskey. Cash only. 5pm-2am Mon-Thu, from 4pm Fri, 4pm-3am Sat, to midnight Sun

[image: img]
Shopping

Vintage & Secondhand

Brown Elephant

map Google map

Resale shop benefiting local LGBTIQ+ health centers, with a stellar selection of books, vintage furniture and kitchen items. 11am-7pm

Out of the Closet

map Google map

Excellent thrift shop where the money goes to the AIDS Healthcare Foundation. 10am-7pm Mon-Sat, to 6pm Sun

Beatnix

map Google map

Two floors of vintage, kitschy-cool clothes, costumes, wigs, jewelry and shoes. Lots of drag performers shop here. noon-11pm Mon-Thu, 10am-midnight Sat, from noon Sun

Sports Gear

Cubs Store

map Google map

The team’s slick, official store has every Cubs-logoed hat, jersey, jacket, shot glass and toy you could dream of. 10am-7pm

Wrigleyville Sports

map Google map

Long-standing family-run store that carries a terrific array of licensed clothing and souvenirs for all of Chicago’s pro teams. 9am-9pm Mon-Sat, 10am-7pm Sun

Obvious Shirts

map Google map

Creates clever, humorous shirts with simple, bold text on solid backgrounds; its selection includes all Chicago teams. 11am-5pm Mon-Sat

Sports World

map Google map

It goes heavy on the Cubs shirts and ballcaps, with a bit of Bears and Bulls gear too. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat, to 4pm Sun







Explore

Wicker Park, Bucktown & Ukrainian Village

Once home to Central and Eastern European immigrants, these areas now pulse with scrappy art galleries and trendy restaurants, though vintage old-world dive bars linger on many side-street corners. While the area offers few conventional sights, you could easily spend the day browsing shops and galleries, and the night eating, drinking and listening to live music. Wicker Park is the commercial heart. It’s flanked by slightly posher Bucktown and slightly shabbier Ukrainian Village. Milwaukee, North and Damen Aves are the main veins through the neighborhoods. Division St, once a polka-bar-lined road known as the ‘Polish Broadway,’ is another hot spot.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-trainjpg] L Train

The Blue Line is the best way to reach this neighborhood. Get off at Damen for Bucktown and northern Wicker Park, Division for southern Wicker Park, and Chicago for Ukrainian Village.

[image: icon-busajpg] Bus

Route 72 runs along North Ave, and bus 70 goes along Division St. Use bus 66 along Chicago Ave and bus 50 on Damen Ave.

[image: icon-e-bikesjpg] Bicycle

Chicago Ave, Division St, Damen Ave and smaller side streets have Divvy bike-share docks.


THE BEST

STREET ART West Town

WALKING The 606

OUTSIDER ART Intuit

POLISH CULTURE Polish Museum of America

UKRAINIAN HERITAGE Ukrainian Village
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1Experiences

1Holy Trinity Russian Orthodox CathedralB5

2Intuit: The Center for Intuitive & Outsider ArtF7

3Polish Museum of AmericaE6

4The 606C3

5Small ChevalB3

6Hubbard Street MuralsF8

7Titan WallsD8

8Ukrainian National MuseumA7

9Sts Volodymyr & Olha ChurchA7

10Old LvivA7

11Tryzub Ukrainian KitchenB7




5Eating

12HandlebarA4

13Bloom Plant Based KitchenC4

14Liberation KitchenB8

15Devil DawgsC4

16Sultan’s MarketB4

17La PasaditaD5

18Big StarB4

19PieceC4

20Enoteca RomaB5

21Dimo’s PizzaB4

22Lao Peng YouB7

23Uncle Mike’s PlaceC8

24IrazuA3

25Chef’s Special Cocktail BarA1

26TortelloC5

27Mott StD4

28SchwaD4

29KasamaC6

30Le BouchonB2

31BoeufhausA6




6Drinking

32Map RoomB2

33Forbidden RootC7

34Le MidiB5

35District Brew YardsD8

36Violet HourB4

37Queen MaryB5

38MatchboxF7

39Lottie’s PubC3

40Innertown PubB6

41Ola’s LiquorsB6

42Chipp InnD6




7Shopping

43Transit TeesC4

44T-Shirt DeliB3

45John Fluevog ShoesC4

46MothB2

47Bodega VintageD5

48RagstockC4

49Store B VintageC4

50Una Mae’sC4

51VirtuB2

52Salvage OneC8

53One Strange BirdB5

54Velvet GoldmineB5

55Wicker Park Secret Agent Supply CoD5

56Volumes BookcafeC4

57Myopic BooksB4

58Quimby’sC4









WALKING TOUR

Explore Wicker Park

Successful Central and Eastern European immigrant brewers arrived in the late 1800s to make beer in the factories that used to be prevalent in this neighborhood. Large lots could be found at a good price, and their mansions on Hoyne Ave became known as Beer Barons Row.


START

Wicker Park

END

Piece

LENGTH

0.8 miles; 30 minutes
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1 Neighborhood Namesake

Start an exploration of the neighborhood at the green space that gives it its title, Wicker Park. It’s named for brothers Charles and Joel Wicker, real estate developers who bought the land in the 1870s. Today, the patch sports ornamental gardens, softball fields and a popular dog park.

2 A Tragic Tale

Head west on Schiller St to Hoyne Ave. Turn north and stop at 1407 N Hoyne Avenue, an enormous Second Empire–style residence built by beer merchant John Raap. He was murdered at one of his warehouses; his wife continued to live in the home and eventually went insane.

3 Redbrick Republican

The redbrick house across the street at 1406 N Hoyne belonged to William Hale Thompson, the last Republican mayor of Chicago, back in the 1920s.

4 Front Yard Cannon

Onward at 1558 N Hoyne, admire the cannon in the yard of Herman Plautz, another beer magnate whose residence later housed the American Legion. Notice the pressed-metal decorative trim on this mustard-colored Queen Anne beauty.

5 Howl at the Sky

Turn east on North Ave and you’ll come to the art deco Northwest Tower, aka the Coyote Building, so named because its pointed spire looks like the snout of a howling coyote. It now houses the trendy Robey hotel.

6 Art & Architecture

Across the intersection, the Flat Iron Building was built in 1918 and converted into an artist community in the 1960s. It still contains several studios.

7 Mafia Men

Continue on North Ave to 1921 W North, where Al Capone’s crony Patsy Lolordo was gunned down on January 8, 1929, which led to the notorious St Valentine’s Day Massacre.

8 Piece of Pizza

Next door is Piece, an excellent pizza joint (New Haven–style with thin, flour-dusted crust) and microbrewery that’s the perfect way to end your beery jaunt.


EXPERIENCES


Find Eye-Popping Architecture at Holy Trinity Russian Orthodox CathedralChurch

map Google map

The Holy Trinity Russian Orthodox Cathedral (holytrinitycathedral.net) looks like it was scooped straight out of the Russian countryside, but famed Chicago architect Louis Sullivan actually designed the 1903 stunner. Czar Nicholas II helped fund the structure, which is now a city landmark. Cathedral staff give tours of the gilded interior on Saturdays once a month or by appointment. Sunday morning services also are open to the public.

Behold ‘Outsider Art’ at IntuitGallery

map Google map

Exquisite paintings, sculptures with found objects, and vivid pen and ink drawings comprise the collection at Intuit: The Center for Intuitive & Outsider Art (art.org), a small museum focusing on self-taught artists. Most have faced societal, economic or geographic barriers to a traditional path of art-making, hence the term ‘outsider’ art. The most fascinating exhibit is the recreation of famed local Henry Darger’s cluttered studio apartment, complete with balls of twine, teetering stacks of old magazines, an ancient typewriter and a Victrola phonograph.

Learn History at the Polish Museum of AmericaMuseum

map Google map

If you don’t know Pulaski from a pierogi, the Polish Museum of America (polishmuseumofamerica.org, adult/child $10/8.50) is the place to get the scoop on Polish culture. Founded in 1935, it’s one of the oldest ethnic museums in the country. It’s a fine opportunity to learn about the Poles who helped shape Chicago, which has one of the world’s largest Polish communities.

Walk or Cycle the 606Walking

The 606 map Google map (the606.org) – named for the zip code prefix Chicagoans share – is an urban-cool elevated path along an old train track now dotted with trees, flowers, benches and artworks. The trail unfurls for 2.7 miles parallel to Bloomingdale Ave. The trail’s eastern end is on Ashland Ave (in Walsh Park), and its western end is on Ridgeway Ave (in Logan Square/Humboldt Park). Access points pop up every quarter mile, so it’s easy to get on or off the path. Several bars and restaurants beckon at ground level.

For those wanting to cycle, convenient Divvy bike-share stations are on Ashland Ave by the trail’s eastern end and Milwaukee Ave near Small Cheval map Google map (smallcheval.com), a festive little shack serving up burgers, fries, milkshakes and beers.


Discover Emerging Artists in West TownGallery

West Town has become Chicago’s most exciting art district. As galleries got priced out of the West Loop, they migrated to the pocket between Hubbard St and Chicago Ave.

Before seeing the indoor galleries, visit an outdoor one. The Hubbard Street Murals map Google map, also known as the B_Line, are a mile-long span on the walls of Hubbard St’s train tracks. The majority are between Peoria St and Ogden Ave. There’s a break before they pick up again by District Brew Yards (districtbrewyards.com). The beer hall serves as the hub for Titan Walls map Google map (titanwalls.muros.com), a five-day mural festival in August that brings international artists to the town.

Head to Chicago Ave, which holds the mother lode of galleries. They start popping up a few blocks east of Ashland Ave and continue for the next half-mile or so heading west. For details on late-opening gallery event West Town First Fridays, check westtownchamber.org.

Understand Ukrainian Culture in Ukrainian VillageArea

Chicago has one of the highest populations of Ukrainians in the USA, and many of them live in Ukrainian Village. The Ukrainian National Museum map Google map (ukrainiannationalmuseum.org, $5) tells the history and culture backstory. Across the street, the five domes of Sts Volodymyr & Olha Church map Google map (stsvo.org) rise in eye-catching gold.

A proper cultural immersion requires Ukrainian food. Head to Old Lviv map Google map, which offers dumplings, stuffed cabbage, pork cutlets, borscht and more native specialties buffet-style. Tryzub Ukrainian Kitchen map Google map (tryzubchicago.com) puts a modern spin on traditional dishes, plus craft cocktails and spirits.


BEST STREETS TO MEANDER

Milwaukee Avenue

Vintage shops, bookstores and record shops are the stock in trade, plus plenty of restaurants.

Division Street

Copious sidewalk seating spills out of hip bistros and cafes, while some early-days dive bars linger too.

Western Avenue

It spans the gamut: ice-cream shops, rock clubs, coffee bars, tattoo shops and pricey restaurants.

Chicago Avenue

Emerging art galleries at the eastern end give way to Ukrainian restaurants and shops moving west.

Damen Avenue

Trendy European and American brands have shops here, alongside cannabis dispensaries and upscale fashion boutiques.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $ $ Midrange     $ $ $ Top End
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Eating

Vegetarian & Vegan

Handlebar $

map Google map

Bike-messenger hangout with vegetarian and fish dishes, plus a great back patio for beers. 10am-midnight Mon-Fri, from 9am Sat & Sun

Bloom Plant Based Kitchen $$

map Google map

Innovative vegan dishes like yucca gnocchi and banana blossom crab cakes. 5-9pm Mon-Thu, 11:30am-3pm & 5-10pm Fri & Sat, 11am-3pm & 5-8:30pm Sun

Liberation Kitchen $

map Google map

Small vegan cafe attached to mock-meat makers Upton’s Naturals offering doughnuts, Italian ‘beef’ sandwiches and more. 11:30am-7pm Wed-Fri, 9am-6pm Sat & Sun

On a Budget

Devil Dawgs $

map Google map

Mural-clad space for Chicago-style hot dogs and other iterations, including a vegan version. 11am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat

Sultan’s Market $

map Google map

Middle Eastern favorite for falafel sandwiches, spinach pies, and chicken and lamb shawarma. 10am-10pm Mon-Sat, to 9pm Sun

La Pasadita $

map Google map

Fat tacos and behemoth burritos with mouthwateringly good carne asada lure in hipsters and Latinx families. 10am-1am Sun-Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat

Big Star $

map Google map

Former gas station that’s now a taco- and whiskey-serving honky-tonk with a buzzing patio. 11:30am-10pm Mon-Fri, 11am-11pm Sat, to 10pm Sun

Pizza & Pasta

Piece $$

map Google map

Spacious microbrewery well known for its flour-dusted, thin-crust ‘New Haven–style’ pizzas that pair nicely with the award-winning beers. 11am-10pm

Enoteca Roma $$

map Google map

Family-run rustic Italian spot for handmade pasta on the starry back patio. 4-9:30pm Wed & Thu, to 10:30pm Fri & Sat, to 9pm Sun

Dimo’s Pizza $

map Google map

Late-night standby serving beers and thin-crust slices with standard or inventive toppings. 11am-1am Sun-Wed, to 2am Thu, to 3am Fri, to 4am Sat

International Eats

Lao Peng You $$

map Google map

Popular, counter-serve, no-reservations storefront for terrific Chinese noodle dishes and dumplings. BYO. 11am-9pm Thu-Sun


Uncle Mike’s Place $$

map Google map

Join construction workers, artsy twenty-somethings and senior citizens chowing rice porridge, Spam and longganisa (sausage similar to chorizo) at this fab Filipino breakfast diner. 6am-2pm

Irazu $$

map Google map

Chicago’s lone Costa Rican eatery whips up peppery tacos, empanadas, burritos and gallo pinto (beans and rice) in beachy digs. 11am-9pm Wed-Sat

Bib Gourmand Gems

Chef’s Special Cocktail Bar $$

map Google map

The drinks are great, as is the retro ambience, but the American-Chinese dishes steal the show. 5pm-midnight Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun

Tortello $$

map Google map

Bowls of comfort at this cute storefront that makes fresh pasta right before your eyes. 4:30-9pm Mon & Tue, from 11:30am Wed-Sun

Mott St $$$

map Google map

Asian-American fusion food served in festive, street-market-like environs. 5-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri, 10am-2pm & 4:30-10pm Sat, to 9pm Sun

Splurge-Worthy

Schwa $$$

map Google map

Chefs also are servers in this intimate, Michelin-starred restaurant that serves a 12-course tasting menu that redefines American comfort food. BYO. 5:30-9pm Tue-Sat

Kasama $$$

map Google map

Walk-in Filipino bakery by day; reservation only, 13-course, modern Filipino tasting menu by night. bakery 9am-3pm Wed-Sun, dinner Thu-Sun

Le Bouchon $$$

map Google map

Long-standing French bistro with seafood-stuffed bouillabaisse, steak frites, duck cassoulet and other Gallic classics. 11:30am-2:30pm & 5-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Boeufhaus $$$

map Google map

Cozy European-style steakhouse serving meat from sustainably raised animals. Don’t miss the short-rib beignets. 3:30-10pm Mon & Wed, 11am-11pm Fri & Sat, 3:30-9pm Sun

[image: img]
Drinking

Cool Vibes

Map Room

map Google map

Globes and world flags decorate this ‘travelers’ tavern where artsy types sip coffee by day and suds from the 200-strong beer list by night. 7:30am-2am Mon-Fri, from 8:30am Sat, 11am-2am Sun

Forbidden Root

map Google map

Microbrewery that uses roots, spices, fruit and flowers to make eclectic ‘botanical’ beers. The cool space is done up with farm-industrial decor. noon-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, to 9pm Sun

Le Midi

map Google map

Convivial wine bar and shop with a European feel that pours reds, whites and sparkling vintages alongside cheeses and tapas-style plates. noon-10pm Tue-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, to 7pm Sun

District Brew Yards

map Google map

A brewery collective, where several small beermakers concoct their suds and offer them in an industrial self-serve taproom. 3-10pm Tue-Thu, noon-11pm Fri & Sat, to 9pm Sun

Cocktails

Violet Hour

map Google map

High-backed booths, chandeliers and long velvet drapes provide the backdrop to elaborately engineered, Beard Award–winning seasonal cocktails. It’s unmarked; look for the 1520 street number. 5pm-1am

Queen Mary

map Google map

The menu’s gin- and rum-based cocktails riff on British naval drinking traditions, including a navy-strength old-fashioned, daily rum grog and shareable tea-based punch, plus fortified wines and beer. 5pm-1am Mon-Thu, from 3pm Fri-Sun

Matchbox

map Google map

It’s as small as – you got it – a matchbox, with about a dozen bar stools; everyone else stands against the back wall. Favorite drinks include the pisco sour and the ginger gimlet. 3pm-2am

Dive Bars

Lottie’s Pub

map Google map

If the mahogany bar and scuffed tables look familiar, that’s because the pub now doubles as Molly’s on the TV shows Chicago PD and Chicago Fire. 11am-2am Sun-Fri, to 3am Sat

Innertown Pub

map Google map

A holiday-light-festooned moose head and a life-size statue of Elvis overlook the crowd of artsy locals playing pool and drinking on the cheap at this lovable dive that was a speakeasy in the 1920s. 5pm-2am Mon-Fri, 3pm-3am Sat, to 1am Sun

Ola’s Liquors

map Google map

This classic ‘slashie,’ the term for a combination bar/liquor store, has early morning hours catering to third-shift locals and hardcore night owls. Order the advertised zimne piwo (Polish for ‘cold beer’). 7am-2am Mon-Sat, from 11am Sun

Chipp Inn

map Google map

Has all the dive bar staples – pool table, wood bar, ornate tin ceiling, cheap beers – and a booze-serving pedigree that dates from 1897. It’s a great place to post up for a round or three. 1pm-2am

[image: img]
Shopping

Fashion

Transit Tees

map Google map

Locally made, Chicago-themed T-shirts, posters, mugs, street signs – souvenirs with style. 11am-7pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun

T-Shirt Deli

map Google map

Choose a retro design and staff iron it on a T-shirt and then wrap it in butcher paper and serve it to you with potato chips. 11am-6pm Mon-Fri, noon-5pm Sat, to 4pm Sun

John Fluevog Shoes

map Google map

Bold and colorful shoes by the eccentric Canadian designer fill this spacious haven for fans of funky footwear. 11am-7pm Mon-Sat, noon-6pm Sun

Moth

map Google map

Stocks beautiful, hard-to-find art, clothing, textiles and artisan housewares from Scandinavia, Finland and Japan. 11am-6pm Wed-Sat

Vintage

Bodega Vintage

map Google map

Different vendors set up shop for a few weeks with patterned blazers, faux fur coats and leopard-print hats, and then rotate out as new vendors take their place. noon-8pm Mon & Wed-Fri, from 11am Sat & Sun

Ragstock

map Google map

Part of a Midwest chain of stores. The one here is huge, stocking everything from bell bottoms to military shirts and wedding dresses. Bargains on clearance items await in the basement. 11am-7pm Mon-Wed, to 8pm Thu-Sat, noon-7pm Sun

Store B Vintage

map Google map

Skews higher end with its well-curated spread of leather gloves, crystal goblets, gold clutch handbags and more. noon-6pm Mon-Fri, from 11am Sat, noon-5pm Sun

Una Mae’s

map Google map

A fine spot to browse for a pillbox hat or a classic houndstooth-check jacket. Along with vintage wares, it has a collection of new, cool-cat designer duds and accessories for both men and women. noon-6pm Sun-Wed, to 7pm Thu-Sat

Antiques & Handicrafts

Virtu

map Google map

Wonderful handmade objects, many from women artisans: textiles, clothing, ceramics, housewares, jewelry, stationery and more. 11am-6pm Tue-Sat, to 5pm Sun

Salvage One

map Google map

This enormous warehouse of reclaimed architectural bits and pieces invites wild exploration. noon-5pm Thu, from 11am Fri & Sun, 9am-5pm Sat

One Strange Bird

map Google map

Unique jewelry, baby clothes, books, games and Chicago-themed gifts, plus DIY classes like terrarium making while tequila tasting. 11am-6pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat, 11am-5pm Sun

Velvet Goldmine

map Google map

It is indeed a goldmine, brimming with affordable mid-century homewares that get restocked every week. 11am-7pm Sat & Sun

Books

Wicker Park Secret Agent Supply Co

map Google map

Creative books for kids along with mustache disguise kits, invisible ink pens and other crazy spy gear. 11:30am-5:30pm Tue-Sat

Volumes Bookcafe

map Google map

The epitome of a great indie bookstore. It supports new and local writers big time and hosts regular book clubs, open mics, comedy nights, trivia nights and story times. 10am-6pm

Myopic Books

map Google map

One of the city’s oldest and largest used bookstores. It rambles through three floors, its 60,000 tomes heaped onto wooden shelves fanning out in every direction. noon-8pm

Quimby’s

map Google map

A linchpin of underground literary culture in Chicago. It specializes in unusual publications, and you’ll find everything from crayon-powered punk-rock manifestos to slickly produced graphic novels. noon-6pm Thu-Mon







Explore

West Loop & Near West Side

Food has always been at the heart of this ’hood. Once a district of wholesale produce markets and meat-processing factories – Pulitzer Prize–winning writer Carl Sandburg called Chicago the ‘hog butcher for the world’ in a 1914 poem – the area’s redbrick buildings have morphed into hot-chef restaurants, on-trend cocktail bars and luxury loft conversions, shedding scenes of Upton Sinclair for Michelin stars. Fulton St and Randolph St in particular are lined with some of the top eateries and bars in the city – this neighborhood dishes up a buffet of the city’s best, and a meal here is a Chicago must.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-trainjpg] L Train

Take the Green or Pink Line to Morgan or Clinton for the West Loop. Grab the Blue Line to UIC-Halsted for the Hull-House Museum.

[image: icon-walkjpg] Walking

The West Loop is walkable. Eateries and bars line Fulton St and Randolph St (nicknamed ‘Restaurant Row’).

[image: icon-busajpg] Bus

Cover more ground by taking the bus. Route 8 runs along Halsted St.

[image: icon-e-bikesjpg] Bicycle

Divvy, Chicago’s bike-share system, has many docking stations in the area. Particularly useful for visiting spots west of Ashland Ave.


THE BEST

MUSEUM Jane Addams Hull-House Museum

BREWERY Cruz Blanca

COCKTAIL BAR Aviary

IMMERSIVE ART WNDR Museum

HIGH-END MEAL Smyth
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1Experiences

1Jane Addams Hull-House MuseumF5

2Pillar of FireG6

3WNDR MuseumD3




5Eating

4Time Out MarketE1

5French MarketH2

6From Here OnH4

7SmythC1

8NextE1

9Girl & the GoatF2

10ElskeC2

11Au ChevalF1

12Rose MaryE1

13RoisterE1

14MonteverdeE2

15BonciE1

16Publican Quality MeatsF1

17Lou Mitchell’sG4

18Meli CafeF4

19Artopolis Bakery & CafeF4

20Mr Greek GyrosF3

21Greek IslandsF3

22Al’s #1 Italian BeefD6

23Scafuri BakeryC6

24Mario’s Italian LemonadeD6

25Tufano’s Vernon Park TapD5




6Drinking

26Sawada CoffeeF2

27Good AmblerE1

28Ground Up Coffee & BitesE4

29FrothB3

30AviaryE1

31MoneygunG1

32Press RoomD2

33City WineryD1




7Shopping

34Randolph Street MarketC2

35Maxwell Street MarketG5









WALKING TOUR

Eat & Drink the West Loop

The West Loop is brewing and distilling up a storm, and many of the neighborhood’s best watering holes are within walking (or e-scootering) distance of one another. Undertake this journey responsibly: we’re not necessarily advocating visiting all of these in one attempt. Many of these spots serve food too.


START

CH Distillery

END

Rhine Hall Distillery

LENGTH

2.6 miles; 3+ hours


[image: jpg]




1 Only in Illinois

Start on the eastern end of Randolph St, slipping into a seat at slick CH Distillery, where the silver tanks behind the big glass window are illuminated by blue lights. It makes organic vodka from Illinois grain – the only of its kind – as well as aquavit, amaro, coffee liqueur and Malört, Chicago’s local liquor that’s famous for its unusual taste.

2 Blood, Sweat & Beers

Walk west to low-key Haymarket Pub & Brewery, the complete opposite in atmosphere. Hopheads hankering for Belgian- and German-style brews fill the unpretentious barrel-strewn space. The brewery gets its name from the former Haymarket Sq nearby, the site of a historic labor riot, where factory workers went on strike in 1886.

3 Una Cerveza por Favor

West on Randolph St, Cruz Blanca channels the spirit of Mexico City in its brews and food menu. Choose from the dozen or so taps, plus tequila-heavy cocktails and a Mexican food menu.

4 My Goodness, My Guinness

A few blocks north, Guinness Open Gate Brewery serves more than just the black stuff (that’s still brewed in Ireland), reserving its taps for only-in-Chicago beers, such as Corn Maze Cream Ale made with Illinois kernels.

5 German Roots

It’s a bit of a journey (1 mile) west to the next stop, so grab an e-scooter or stretch your legs. Great Central Brewing Co has a huge space with German-beer-hall-style tables. This spot brews in accordance with Germany’s Reinheitsgebot, the purity law that permits only four ingredients: malt, hops, water and yeast.

6 Chicago’s OG Craft Beer

Goose Island Taproom – Chicago’s first craft brewer, launched in 1988 – is now owned by Anheuser-Busch, so technically it’s no longer a craft brewer. But it still acts like one, making small-batch beers at its mod-industrial taproom on Fulton St.

7 Wrap Up a Walk at Rhine Hall

Carry on to Rhine Hall Distillery, a cute-as-a-button spot specializing in fruit brandies and run by a father-daughter team. They source the apples, cherries, plums and other ingredients from the Great Lakes region.


EXPERIENCES


Dive into the History of Jane AddamsMuseum

map Google map

On the edge of the University of Illinois Chicago campus, the free-to-visit Jane Addams Hull-House Museum (hullhousemuseum.org) stands proud as a testament to social justice and a surviving-against-the-odds reminder of this neighborhood’s past. Founded in 1889 by Jane Addams and Ellen Gates Starr, two middle-class Illinois-born white women, this former ‘settlement house’ helped immigrants to Chicago find their feet in their new city. Hull-House was one of the first of its kind in the United States and became a model for others across the country.

An experiment in communal living, Hull-House offered radical-for-the-time services for the neighborhood’s low-wage earners who toiled in Chicago’s sweatshops and meatpacking factories, including public baths, arts programs, employment assistance, English-language courses, and kindergarten and playgrounds for their children.

Today, the house serves as a history museum that recounts the successes of its social programs and the stories of the founders and the building itself through fascinating displays and artifacts.


GREAT CHICAGO FIRE

The cityscape of Chicago was changed forever on October 8, 1871. Legend has it that a cow owned by a certain Mrs O’Leary kicked over a lantern, which ignited some hay, which ignited some lumber, which ignited the whole town.

The horse-drawn firefighting equipment could do little to keep up. The fire burned for three days, killing 300 people and destroying 18,000 buildings over 3 sq miles. The spot where it started is marked by the 33ft-tall bronze Pillar of Fire map Google map sculpture by Chicago artist Egon Weiner. Fittingly, it’s in front of the Robert J Quinn Fire Academy, which trains firefighters.



Step into a World of WNDRGallery

map Google map

Fusing art and tech in its selfie-encouraged displays, the WNDR Museum (wndrmuseum.com; adult/child from $32/22) puts participation at the heart of its installations. While catering to those looking to add to their Instagram feed, this interactive museum also has pieces by big-name artists, such as Dots Obsession by Yayoi Kusama. The work showcases her beloved mirrored infinity room hung with black-polka-dotted yellow spheres, its first installation in the United States. WNDR’s ticket prices are steep; book after 5pm on weekdays for a slight discount.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $ $ Midrange     $ $ $ Top End
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Eating

Food Halls

Time Out Market $

map Google map

A food hall curated by the namesake magazine, with a changing menu of food purveyors at its 18 stalls and three bars. 8am-10pm Mon-Fri, from 9am Sat, 9am-9pm Sun

French Market $

map Google map

Offers food from La République and far beyond, with some 20 stalls cooking up Belgian fries, meat-filled Australian pies, Hawaiian poke bowls, empanadas and much more. 7am-7pm Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm Sat

From Here On $

map Google map

Stalls of fast-casual neighborhood restaurants dish up a taste of the city at large inside the gorgeous 1921 art deco Old Post Office. 7am-3pm Mon & Fri, to 7pm Tue-Thu

Splurge-Worthy

Smyth $$$

map Google map

Fewer than 1% of the world’s restaurants have three Michelin stars – Smyth is one, with creative, perfectly executed seafood, seasonal produce and sweets. 5-9pm Tue-Sat

Next $$$

map Google map

Every three months, this time-machine-like restaurant switches to a whole new menu: perhaps ancient Rome or Julia Child’s favorites. You never know what’s next. 5-10pm Wed-Sun

Girl & the Goat $$$

map Google map

Goat features prominently at chef Stephanie Izard’s flagship restaurant, including the goat fat–washed old-fashioneds and confit goat belly. 4:30-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Elske $$$

map Google map

Fall head over heels for the simple Scandi-accented plates at Michelin-starred Elske, meaning ‘love’ in Danish. 5:30-9pm Wed & Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat, 5-9pm Sun

Elevated Comfort Foods

Au Cheval $$

map Google map

Au Cheval’s cheeseburger is legendary, dripping with a runny fried egg, melty cheddar and tangy dijonnaise, all stuffed into a fluffy bun. 10am-11pm Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun

Rose Mary $$

map Google map

The debut restaurant from Top Chef winner Joe Flamm highlights the hearty flavors of Croatian cuisine in what he calls ‘Adriatic drinking food.’ 4:30-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Roister $$$

map Google map

Get a more wallet-friendly taste of celebrated molecular gastronomist Grant Achatz’ riffs on comfort foods, including flaky fried chicken and cookies served with milk ice cream. lunch Wed-Fri, dinner daily, brunch Sat & Sun

Monteverde $$

map Google map

House-made pasta is the specialty. Try the cacio whey pepe, small tube pasta with pecorino romano and ricotta whey, topped with black winter truffle in season. 11am-9:30pm Tue-Thu, to 10:30pm Fri & Sat

Cheap Eats

Bonci $

map Google map

The first outpost of dough deity Gabriele Bonci’s beloved Rome pizzeria, baking a selection of the chef’s 1500 recipes. 11am-9pm Mon-Sat, to 8pm Sun

Publican Quality Meats $

map Google map

This butcher shop and restaurant is the cheaper sibling to nearby Publican, making lunchtime soups, salads and sandwiches. 10:30am-3pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun

Lou Mitchell’s $

map Google map

Opened in 1923, this old-school diner is a relic of Route 66, surviving among the skyscrapers with its big breakfasts and bottomless coffee. 6am-2pm Wed-Fri, from 7am Sat & Sun

Greektown Picks

Meli Cafe $

map Google map

Meli means ‘honey’ in Greek, and it’s apt for this sweet breakfast spot serving smoothies, crepes and decadent challah bread French toast. 7am-3pm

Artopolis Bakery & Cafe $

map Google map

Satisfy your sweet tooth with cake, berry-topped tarts or baklava. 8am-4pm Tue-Fri, to 6pm Sat & Sun

Mr Greek Gyros $

map Google map

No-frills gyros joint that stays up late for neighborhood partiers and University of Chicago Illinois students. 9am-1am Mon-Wed, to 2am Thu-Sat

Greek Islands $$

map Google map

Long-standing family-favorite restaurant with attentive service. It imports its feta, olive oil and spices straight from Greece. 11am-9pm

Around Little Italy

Al’s #1 Italian Beef $

map Google map

Said to be the birthplace of Chicago’s famous Italian beef sandwich: a soft French roll piled high with thin slices of roast beef and peppers, and dipped in jus. 9am-11pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat

Scafuri Bakery $

map Google map

Southern Italian classics such as pine-nut cookies and freshly filled cannoli alongside all-American treats like apple-cider doughnuts. 8am-4pm Thu & Sun, to 6:30pm Fri & Sat

Mario’s Italian Lemonade $$

map Google map

Italian ice comes loaded with big chunks of fresh fruit. The owners have been serving the slushy goodness-in-a-cup since the 1950s. 10am-11pm May-Sep

Tufano’s Vernon Park Tap $$

map Google map

A family-run classic on a leafy residential street, Tufano’s serves old-school Italian fare for modest prices. Be sure to check out the blackboards that carry a long list of daily specials. 11am-8:30pm Tue-Thu, to 9pm Fri, 4-9pm Sat, 3-8pm Sun
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Drinking

Coffee

Sawada Coffee

map Google map

Open the windowless sticker-covered metal door to this coffee shop that shares an industrial-chic space with Green Street Smoked Meats. 8am-4pm

Good Ambler

map Google map

Spacious and often quiet spot sandwiched between the West Loop’s two main eat streets (Fulton St and Randolph St). 7am-5pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat, 8am-3pm Sun

Ground Up Coffee & Bites

map Google map

Tap into the productive vibes at this college student–filled spot on the other side of the interstate from the UIC campus. 6am-6pm Mon-Fri, 7:30am-3pm Sat & Sun

Froth

map Google map

The only coffee shop we’ve been to that has multiple bankers’ desks for wrangling your projects and creativity; unsurprisingly, a WFH-er favorite. 8am-7pm

Cocktails

Aviary

map Google map

These quirky drinks are like nothing you’ve laid lips on before. Some arrive with Bunsen burners, others come with a slingshot that you use to break the ice. 5-11pm Sun-Wed, to midnight Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat

Moneygun

map Google map

Well-executed classic cocktails poured in a sparsely red-lit space that channels the atmosphere of a hip hole-in-the-wall dive bar. 5pm-2am Tue-Sun

Wine

Press Room

map Google map

Intimate basement bar for cocktails or wine at candlelit tables in a century-old building that was once a casket factory and Methodist publishing house. 4-10pm Tue-Thu, 5pm-midnight Fri & Sat

City Winery

map Google map

Sip glasses of grapes that pair perfectly with the Mediterranean menu, and take a tour of the in-house winery. 4-9pm Mon & Tue, to 10pm Wed & Thu, 4pm-midnight Fri, from noon Sat, noon-9pm Sun

[image: img]
Shopping

Street Markets

Randolph Street Market

map Google map

Modeled after Portobello Road Market in London, hundreds of antiques stalls hawk Turkish rugs, mid-century modern furniture, costume jewelry, pinball machines, vintage fashion and vinyl. 10am-5pm on select weekends

Maxwell Street Market

map Google map

Sells everything from Jesus statues to 10-packs of tube socks and has become a hot spot for foodies craving homemade churros, tamales and other Latin American treats. Sun May-Oct







Explore

Pilsen & Near South Side

From the lakefront Museum Campus – home to the perennially popular Field Museum and Shedd Aquarium – to the street-art-filled predominately Mexican neighborhood of Pilsen, this area spans a wide range of things to do. At the neighborhood’s southern edge, Chinatown bursts with noodle and dumpling restaurants and traditional Asian architecture and signage. To the west of Chinatown lies colorful Pilsen, the heart of Chicago’s Mexican community but named for the Bohemian city of Plzeň by 19th-century Czech immigrants. Chicago’s hipster underground also calls Pilsen home, so you’ll find some great bars and restaurants if you linger into the evening.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-trainjpg] L Train

Take the Red, Orange or Green Line to Roosevelt to reach the Museum Campus. Use the Red Line to Cermak-Chinatown for Chinatown. Ride the Pink Line to 18th for Pilsen and the National Museum of Mexican Art.

[image: icon-busajpg] Bus

Route 130 travels from Union Station to the Museum Campus from late May to early September only. Year-round bus 146 goes from Berwyn Red Line station in Andersonville.

[image: icon-busjpg] Boat

Water taxi services go to the Museum Campus and Chinatown.


THE BEST

MUSEUM Field Museum

GALLERY National Museum of Mexican Art

EAST ASIAN CULTURE Chinatown

STREET ART Pilsen

LIVE MUSIC Thalia Hall
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1Top Experiences

 Field MuseumE1




1Experiences

1Shedd AquariumE1

2Adler PlanetariumF1

3Chinatown SquareB4

4Chinatown GateB4

5Ping Tom Memorial ParkB4

6Northerly IslandF3

7National Museum of Mexican ArtA7

8Thalia HallD7




5Eating

9Ricobene’sB6

10Flo & SantosC2

11Chicago Firehouse RestaurantD2

12S.K.Y.D7

13Qing Xiang Yuan DumplingsB4

14PhoenixB4

15Chi CafeB4

165 RabanitosB7

17Carnitas Don PedroE7

18La Michoacana PremiumC7

19Yvolina’s TamalesF7

20Pleasant House PubF8

21HaiSous Vietnamese KitchenE7




6Drinking

22Alulu Brewery & PubC8

23Moody TongueC6

24Pilsen YardsD7

25SkylarkF8




7Shopping

26Knee Deep VintageD7

27MestizaC7

28ShudioD7

29Pilsen Community BooksE7









TOP EXPERIENCE

Field Museum

The mammoth Field Museum houses everything but the kitchen sink. The collection’s rock star is Sue, the largest Tyrannosaurus rex yet discovered. She’s 13ft tall and 41ft long and menaces the 2nd floor with ferocious aplomb. The galleries beyond hold 40 million other artifacts.
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map Google map


PLANNING TIP

This museum is huge – its square footage covers more than 11 acres – so plan on spending at least half a day. Last entry is at 4pm.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours and tickets.



Dinosaur Stash

Sue might be the Field Museum’s best-known dino, but she’s not the first – or the biggest – dinosaur you’ll encounter here. Máximo is a cast of a titanosaur – the largest animal ever to live – towering 28ft tall and stretching 122ft through the neoclassical main hall. More dinos await in the ‘Evolving Planet’ exhibit on the 2nd floor, where you can also watch staff paleontologists clean up fossils in the lab.

Back in Time

‘Inside Ancient Egypt’ recreates an Egyptian burial chamber on two levels. It contains 23 human mummies and is a reconstruction of the tomb built for Unis-Ankh, the son of the last pharaoh of the Fifth Dynasty, who died at age 21 in 2407 BCE.

‘Ancient Americas’ dives into 13,000 years of human history in the Western Hemisphere, though in early 2024, many of the glass display cases were covered up in response to changes to the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, which requires consent from tribes for sacred and funerary objects to remain on display. ‘Native Truths’ offers a modern perspective through contemporary art, hip-hop music and storytelling. Step inside a full-size replica of a Pawnee Earth Lodge to learn about the tribe’s traditions and culture.

Gems & Stuffed Animals

Other displays that merit your time include the Hall of Gems and its glittering garnets, opals, emeralds, pearls and diamonds. The largest man-eating lion ever caught is stuffed and standing sentry on the basement floor. Preserved insects and birds, and Bushman, the cantankerous ape who drew crowds at Lincoln Park Zoo for decades, are also on display in all their taxidermic glory.


QUICK BREAK

The museum itself has an on-site bistro and cafe. Hot dog vendors set up around the museum on the lake side. Better options are further afield from the Field.






WALKING TOUR

Peer at Pilsen & Near South Side

Murals are a traditional Mexican art form, and they’re splashed all over Pilsen’s buildings, bringing a rainbow of color to this corner of Chicago. This walking tour offers just a small taste of those on display. To cover more ground in a shorter amount of time, a Divvy bike-share kiosk is outside the 18th Street station.


START

18th Street L station

END

Cooper Dual Language Academy

LENGTH

0.8 miles; 1 hour
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1 Station Stop

Start at the 18th Street L station. Murals cover every inch of the walls and stairs, painted in 1998 by late local artist Francisco Mendoza, who graduated from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and taught at schools in Pilsen. Aztec gods and skeletons predominate.

2 Girl Power

Walk west on 18th St to Wood St and turn south, stopping to look at All About the Women, a mural of important Latinas, including Mexican artist Frida Kahlo. If you’re looking for some fuel for the journey, grab a meal of delicious Mexican food at 5 Rabanitos, on the north side of 18th St.

3 Aztec Visions

Sitting pretty to the south is Heritage, a beautiful building-high mural by artist Senkoe, a native of Mexico City. A youthful Xōchipilli, the Aztec god of love, summer and flowers, watches over children playing in Harrison Park from his brightly painted magenta background.

4 Art Outside the Museum

Carry on to 19th St. On the southwest corner, the central character of Under the Street Lights is a childlike figure wearing a red bird mask, painted by Sentrock, aka Chicago artist Joseph Anthony Perez. Turn west on 19th St, passing the National Museum of Mexican Art.

5 A Changing Neighborhood

At 19th and Wolcott Sts, Fight to Stay is a call to action for the neighborhood from artists Hector Duarte and Gabriel Villa to resist the gentrification of Pilsen. According to census numbers, this area lost more than 10,000 Latino residents from 2011 to 2020.

6 Gulliver’s Travels

Duarte, who has painted more than 50 murals around Chicago, covered his own home and studio with the enormous Gulliver in Wonderland. It shows a giant, outstretched Mexican immigrant as Gulliver who is trying to break free from the barbed wire that binds him.

7 Mosaic Monuments

Follow Cullerton St east, turning north on Paulina St. At 18th Pl, admire the mosaics on the walls of Cooper Dual Language Academy, which show a diverse range of Mexican icons, from a portrait of farmworker advocate Dolores Huerta to guitar-shredding Carlos Santana.


EXPERIENCES


Dive Under the Sea at the Shedd AquariumAquarium

map Google map

Standing on the shore of Lake Michigan since 1930, the Shedd Aquarium (sheddaquarium.org, adult/child from $38.70/29.20) is often Chicago’s most popular attraction, drawing in upwards of two million visitors some years. It packs in families and school groups that come to marvel at the 32,000 aquatic creatures that live here, including sharks – separated from you by just 5in of Plexiglas – stingrays and rescued sea otters.

Note that the aquarium puts on ‘animal spotlight’ shows that sometimes feature beluga whales and Pacific white-sided dolphins, a practice that’s increasingly frowned upon because captivity is stressful for these sensitive creatures. In 2016, the American Humane Association, a nonprofit that promotes animal wellbeing, awarded Shedd the country’s first ‘humane certification’ after conducting an animal welfare audit.

As Shedd approaches its 100th birthday, it’s embarked on a renovation project to update its exhibits, add more walk-through tank tunnels and make the historic building more accessible. Some exhibits have been rearranged, and the entrance is temporarily on the south side of the building. Work is expected to finish in 2027.

See Stars at the Adler PlanetariumMuseum

map Google map

Space enthusiasts will get a big bang out of the Adler Planet-arium (adlerplanetarium.org; adult/child $25/13). Exhibits include a collection of sundials and astrolabes, the Gemini 12 space capsule and even Chicago’s first planetarium: the Atwood Sphere, a 17ft rotating metal orb punched with 692 holes to simulate the city’s night sky from 1913. A handful of shows are projected onto the planetarium’s domed theaters, many geared toward kids.

The Adler’s front steps offer Chicago’s best skyline view. Also check out the 12 sides of the 1930s building, one for each sign of the zodiac.

Get Cultured in ChinatownNeighborhood

Chicago’s century-old Chinatown is small but busy. The neighborhood has two distinct parts. Along Archer Ave, Chinatown Square map Google map is a two-level outdoor shopping mall with restaurants, snack stores and bubble tea cafes topped with pagoda roofs and lined with red railings, while Old Chinatown stretches south along Wentworth Ave from Cermak Rd, straddled by a large gate map Google map.

A short walk northwest, Ping Tom Memorial Park map Google map stretches along the Chicago River. It offers dramatic, bridge-strewn views of the skyline and a few ways to get on the water. Rent a kayak from the boathouse from late May through October or arrive by boat with Chicago Water Taxi (chicagowatertaxi.com) from Michigan Ave. Services run between March and October.

Check Out Latinx Creators at the National Museum of Mexican ArtMuseum

map Google map

Founded in 1982, the free-to-visit National Museum of Mexican Art (nationalmuseumofmexicanart.org) – the largest Latino arts institution in the US – has a vivid permanent collection of 18,000 works that sums up 1000 years of Mexican art and culture through classical religious paintings, shining gold altars, skeleton-rich folk art, beadwork and much more.

The turbulent politics and revolutionary leaders of Mexican history are well represented, including works about Cesar Chavez and Emiliano Zapata. The on-site store is a winner, with brightly painted Mexican crafts filling the shelves.

Rock Out at Thalia HallLive music

map Google map

The neighborhood of Pilsen is named for the city of Plzeň in Czechia, and the area’s bohemian history is on full display at ornate Thalia Hall (thaliahallchicago.com), opened in 1892 and patterned after Prague’s opera house. This midsize venue hosts a cool-cat slate of rock, alt-country, jazz and metal concerts, but it’s worth stopping by even if you’re not here to see a show.

In the basement, dimly lit Punch House (punchhousechicago.com) feels like a cross between a speakeasy and your uncle’s 1970s den, with wood-paneled walls and a huge fish tank. Tack Room (tackroomchicago.com) is a feisty piano bar where performers often take requests and let the patrons be the main act.


FOR PARKS OR PLANES?

The Chicago skyline views are tremendous from Northerly Island, map Google map a prairie-grassed park south of Adler Planetarium. Originally envisioned as a series of manmade outdoor areas along the lakefront in the 1909 Plan of Chicago, Northerly Island was the only one that materialized.

The area was then redeveloped into an airport. Its transformation from a runway back to parkland is a curious tale. Mayor Richard M Daley wanted the land for a park, but businesses sought to keep it for planes. The mayor forced its closure in 2003 by ordering city crews to bulldoze X-shaped gouges into the runway in the middle of the night.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $ $ Midrange     $ $ $ Top End
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Eating

Chicago Classics

Ricobene’s $

map Google map

Long-standing joint famous for its 2lb breaded steak sandwich that’s a contender for the best in the country. 9am-12:30am Mon-Thu, to 2am Fri, 10am-2am Sat, to midnight Sun

Flo & Santos $$

map Google map

Dig into tavern-style pizza (wafer-thin crust and sweet sauce), pierogis and potato pancakes at a neighborhood bar. 11am-10pm Sun-Wed, to 10:30pm Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Splurge-Worthy

Chicago Firehouse Restaurant $$$

map Google map

Sleek steakhouse in a former fire station with pressed-tin ceilings, subway tile walls and an elegant horseshoe bar. 4-10pm Tue-Sat, 3-8pm Sun

S.K.Y. $$$

map Google map

Chic but unpretentious spot with a well-priced tasting menu of Asian-influenced New American bites. Don’t miss the lobster dumplings. 5-10pm Sun-Thu, to 10:30pm Fri & Sat, brunch 10am-2pm Sat & Sun

Around Chinatown

Qing Xiang Yuan Dumplings $$

map Google map

Creatively flavored pockets of joy include lamb and coriander, crab roe and pork, and the decadent truffle and Wagyu beef. 11:30am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat

Phoenix $$

map Google map

This big restaurant is a stalwart known for the endless parade of carts doling out dim sum to hungry patrons. 10am-9pm

Chi Cafe $

map Google map

Late-night hours and an enormous menu with everything from scallop congee to minced pork with spaghetti. 4pm-2am Thu-Mon, to midnight Wed

Mexican Bites

5 Rabanitos $

map Google map

Unusual spice combinations and addictive salsa and mole make the dishes shine. Try torta ahogada, a pork sandwich bathed in chili sauce. 11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri, 9am-10pm Sat, to 9pm Sun

Carnitas Don Pedro $

map Google map

This no-frills cash-only meat den is often feted as the best of 18th St’s many carnitas spots. Spanish is the language of choice, but all are welcome. 6am-4pm Mon-Thu, from 5am Fri-Sun

La Michoacana Premium $

map Google map

All of Pilsen is at this neon-pink ice-cream shop on warm nights, devouring tamarind, pineapple and mango chili paletas (popsicles). 7am-11pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri-Sun


Yvolina’s Tamales $

map Google map

Dozens of types of tamales, including many in atypical vegetarian flavors such as quinoa and lentil, and eggplant and cheese. 11am-6pm Fri-Wed

Global Fare

Pleasant House Pub $$

map Google map

Excellent British classics including savory pies topped with mash and gravy, chicken tikka curry, and fish and chips. 10am-9pm Sun & Tue-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat

HaiSous Vietnamese Kitchen $$

map Google map

Chef Thai Dang takes his high-end training in a traditional French culinary school and applies it to lovingly made Vietnamese dishes with phenomenal results. 4-9pm Wed-Sun
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Drinking

Breweries

Alulu Brewery & Pub

map Google map

Join Pilsen’s bohemians at the reclaimed wood tables for a flight of playful house-made suds from the 20 taps. 3-11pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri, noon-midnight Sat, to 11pm Sun

Moody Tongue

map Google map

The world’s first brewery with two Michelin stars. Beers, such as Juiced Lychee IPA and Shaved Black Truffle Pilsner, pair perfectly with New American plates. 5-10pm Wed-Sat

Hip Bars

Pilsen Yards

map Google map

Hop into this hip hangout with a huge all-weather patio and a Mexican-accented menu of tequila and tacos. See if you can track down the 16-seat Alderman speakeasy. 3-10pm Wed & Thu, to 11pm Fri, 11am-11pm Sat, to 9pm Sun

Skylark

map Google map

Artsy patrons play pinball, snap pictures in the photo booth, sip strong drinks and scarf down the awesome tater tots. Cash only. 4pm-2am Sun-Fri, to 3am Sat
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Shopping

Vintage & Homewares

Knee Deep Vintage

map Google map

Vintage clothing for men and women from the 1940s to ’90s in the Thalia Hall building. noon-8pm Mon-Thu, from 11am Fri & Sat, noon-6pm Sun

Mestiza

map Google map

Latina- and queer-owned gift shop with ceramics, wall art, clothing and jewelry by local artists or Fair Trade companies. 11am-6pm Tue-Fri, to 5pm Sat & Sun

Shudio

map Google map

Vintage women’s clothing, plant pots, terrariums and jewelry crafted in-house – the name is a combination of ‘shop’ and ‘studio.’ 11am- 6pm Wed-Sat, to 5pm Sun

Books

Pilsen Community Books

map Google map

Floor-to-ceiling bookshelves stacked with fiction, poetry, philosophy and Spanish-language titles. 11am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 6pm Sat, 11am-5pm Sun






WORTH A TRIP

Griffin Museum of Science & Industry

Geek out at the largest science museum in the Western Hemisphere, housed in a building constructed for the 1893 World’s Fair. Highlights at the Griffin Museum of Science & Industry include a WWII German U-boat nestled in an underground display, a full-scale replica of a coal mine and a 3500-sq-ft model railroad.
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PLANNING TIP

Dedicate a day to this massive museum. In summer and when popular are exhibits on, lines can be long. Purchase tickets online in advance to avoid the wait. You can also prebook for the submarine and other extras.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for tickets and opening hours.



Level 1 & the Submarine

Level 1 holds the U-505 submarine (pictured), as long as a city block. It was towed for 3000 miles through the St Lawrence Seaway and four of the five Great Lakes, plus the more complicated 0.15-mile overland journey from Lake Michigan, to reach the museum. The highlight is going on board and touring the claustrophobic quarters (extra fee). It’s given the Hollywood treatment with blue spotlights moving over it and dramatic music swelling in the background. An interactive kiosk lets you try to break codes.

Don’t miss the Apollo 8 lunar module and the ‘fairy castle’ dollhouse with mini chandeliers made of real diamonds elsewhere on this floor.

Levels 2 & 3

Level 2 rolls out lots of trains. The centerpiece is a model railway that shows the 2200-mile journey from Chicago to Seattle using 1400ft of tracks. ‘Science Storms’ lets you conjure a multistory mock tornado and simulate a tsunami. Drop into the realistic shaft of a coal mine, the museum’s first exhibit when it opened in 1933 (extra fee). The baby chick hatchery is also on this floor.

Level 3 hangs Nazi-emblemed dive bombers, English Spitfires and a 1960s Boeing 727 that you can walk through from the ceiling. In ‘You! The Experience,’ cadavers displayed in half-inch-thick slices have been scaring kids for decades.

Outdoor Sights

The museum’s main building served as the Palace of Fine Arts at the 1893 World’s Expo, which was set in surrounding Jackson Park. The Garden of the Phoenix, a relic of the Japanese pavilion at the World’s Fair, floats on Wooded Island in the park.

This tranquil Japanese garden feels a world away from the city, with a small bridge, waterfall, stepping stones and koi pond. More than 190 cherry trees blossom in April or early May, drawing crowds. Outside the front gate to the garden stands Yoko Ono’s sculpture Sky Landing, comprised of 12 large steel lotus petals.


QUICK BREAK

The museum’s on-site restaurant is on the lower level with kid-friendly options like burgers and pizza. Head west on 55th St for Puerto Rico–Asian fusion at Saucy Porka.








WALKING TOUR

Walk Oak Park

Accessible by Metra and L trains, the Chicago suburb of Oak Park has the densest concentration of Frank Lloyd Wright buildings in the world, including his own home from 1889 to 1909, now open by guided tour. This walking tour takes in a few of his 25 buildings around town, many of which remain private residences.


START

Frank Lloyd Wright Home & Studio

END

Unity Temple

LENGTH

0.75 miles; 45 minutes


[image: jpg]




1 At the Drawing Board

Wright was only 22 years old when he built his Oak Park home, the first house he ever designed. Access to the Frank Lloyd Wright Home & Studio is by guided tour only; book your tickets online in advance (flwright.org/tour/home-and-studio). The hour-long walk-through reveals a fascinating place filled with original Wright-designed furniture and geometric details that made his Prairie-style architecture distinctive.

2 Architectural Oddity

Head south on Forest Ave, where Wright-designed residences line both sides of the street. One of the most unusual is the Nathan G Moore House at 333 Forest Ave. In 1895, attorney Nathan Moore requested a home in Tudor Revival style, which Wright begrudgingly accepted as his first independent commission because he needed the money.

3 Building Influence

Across the street at 318 Forest Ave, the 1902 Arthur Heurtley House looks much more classically Wright, with a low roof, long horizontal lines, leaded glass windows and two tones of Roman brick.

4 Before Fallingwater

Turn east on Elizabeth Ct for Laura Gale House (6 Elizabeth Ct) tucked away among mature trees. It’s more modest than many homes in this neighborhood, but Wright said the residence’s cantilevered balconies were the ‘progenitor of Falling-water’ in Pennsylvania, perhaps his most famous construction.

5 Perfect Prairie Style

Backtrack to Forest Ave. Wright considered the Frank W Thomas House at 210 Forest Ave the first of his Prairie-style houses. Notice the partially obscured front door that’s slightly hidden by architectural arches. Wright’s designs often led visitors on what he termed a ‘path of discovery,’ requiring them to make a few turns before entering the house.

6 Boulder Bust

Outside the gate of Austin Gardens, a bust of Frank Lloyd Wright is carved from a boulder.

7 All Hail the Architect

Continue south on Forest Ave until the intersection with Lake St and turn east. At the corner of Lake and Kenilworth is the hulking concrete block of Unity Temple, a 1908 Unitarian church. Explore at your leisure on a 45-minute self-guided tour (Monday to Saturday) or join a 45-minute guided tour from Monday to Friday.
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Family Travel

Chicago is a kid’s kind of town. Adventures abound indoors and out – from the towering dino skeletons at the Field Museum and adorable sea critters at the Shedd Aquarium to lakefront boat rides – fueled by lots of pizza.



Deals & Discounts

Many Chicago attractions offer free or discounted admission for kids and teens. Visitors under 14 years receive free admission to the Art Institute of Chicago, and families with children under 17 can visit the Chicago History Museum for free. The Griffin Museum of Science & Industry provides discounted admission for children between the ages of three and 11.



Pizza Paradise

Chicago’s most iconic food – deep-dish pizza and Chicago dogs – are perfect kid-friendly eats. The city is full of family-friendly restaurants and offers lots of options for even the pickiest eaters. Many restaurants have children’s menus with discounted prices and kid-friendly options like chicken nuggets, burgers, pizza and grilled cheese sandwiches.
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BEACHY KEEN

Lifeguards patrol 26 miles of beaches on Lake Michigan from Memorial Day (late May) to Labor Day (early September). All are free to visit.

Scan the QR code to check swimming conditions and water quality:
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Resources

For kid-friendly happenings around town, check the websites of Chicago Parent (chicagoparent.com) and Chicago Kids (chicagokids.com).


Public Transport

Children under the age of seven ride free on the L train and public buses; those aged seven to 11 pay a reduced fare.



Bronzeville Children’s Museum

This museum on Chicago’s South Side is the world’s first and only children’s museum dedicated to African American history. Best for children aged four to nine, the museum’s exhibits cover African American excellence in Chicago and around the country.







Accommodations

Chicago’s lodgings rise high in the sky, many in architectural landmarks. Snooze in iconic buildings, but know that nothing comes cheap.


Where to Stay If You Love…

Impressive Architecture

The Loop Cool boutique hotels are the specialty, plus the area is convenient to the parks, festival grounds, museums and Theater District.


OUR PICK

We Love to Stay in...

West Loop & Near West Side.

The West Loop packs in a group of the city’s hippest, most trendsetting properties – think Hoxton, Nobu and Soho House – with prime access to all the surrounding fashionable restaurants and bars. As hinted in the name, the Loop and all its sights are just across the river. You’ll pay big for the pleasure.




HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN

Hostel dorm bed from $50

Double room at a hotel or B&B from $175

Luxury hotel double room from $400



Shopping

Near North & Navy Pier Chicago’s most hotel-filled ’hood is a good choice for shopaholics. Tons of options line Michigan Ave (aka the Magnificent Mile) and the surrounding streets.

Nightlife

Lake View & Wrigleyville Party until the wee hours and crash at a hostel or one of the neighborhood’s increasing number of boutique properties within stumbling distance of the bar.

Luxury Stays

Gold Coast This chichi mostly residential district has an excellent selection of high-end hotels near the lakefront and the luxe shops on the Magnificent Mile.

Like a Local

Wicker Park, Bucktown & Ukrainian Village Away from the tourist masses but close to buzzing nightlife and trendy shops, plus it’s only a 15-minute L ride to get downtown.







Food, Drink & Nightlife

Allergies & Intolerances

Diners with allergies and intolerances are well catered for at Chicago’s restaurants. Servers at many midrange and high-end establishments will ask without prompting if there are any allergies or intolerances that they should be aware of. If you don’t see information about allergies on the menu, or you have specific or strict requirements, ask your server before you order.


HOLD THE KETCHUP

Chicagoans load up their hot dogs with mustard, onions, pickles, tomatoes, peppers and relish, but the one thing you’ll never find on an authentic Chicago dog is ketchup.




GLOBAL NEIGHBORHOODS

Chicago’s rich history of immigration means the city has a diverse palate. Feast on Mexican food in Pilsen, grab bubble tea and dim sum in Chinatown, find wine and baklava in Greektown, and enjoy a thriving Slavic culture at the restaurants and bars in Ukrainian Village.



No Reservations

Make reservations for midrange and top-end restaurants, especially on weekends. For no-reservations hot spots, arrive at opening time or a little before. Make sure your phone is charged; once the host takes your name, many restaurants let you wait elsewhere (eg a nearby bar) and text when your table is ready.

How to… Pay the Bill

Paying for a meal at Chicago’s sit-down restaurants is simple. The server usually brings your check as you’re wrapping up the meal, and it often appears without you needing to ask for it, though this isn’t a sign that you need to hurry up and leave. If you’re paying with a bank card, the server takes the bill and your card away from the table to the machine, unlike in Europe where the machine is usually brought to the table. The server will return with two copies of the receipt: one for you to add a tip to and sign and the other for your records.



PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to the cost of a main dish at dinner.

$ less than $15

$$ $15 to $25

$$$ more than $25




OPENING HOURS

Breakfast 7am or 8am to 11am

Lunch 11am or 11:30am to 2:30pm

Dinner 5pm or 6pm to 10pm Sunday to Thursday, to 11pm or midnight Friday and Saturday



Going Out

Craft Beer Chicago has long been a beer-drinking town. You can get rank-and-file favorites Pabst and Old Style, but an explosion of craft brewers means you can drink better. The West Loop and Malt Row in Ravenswood have good selections.

Cocktail Bars & Distilleries The craft cocktail craze is in full swing all over the city. Mixologists use small-batch liqueurs and fresh-squeezed juices, and Chicago distilleries provide the hooch.

Dive Bars Look for an Old Style or Hamm’s beer sign out front; a well-worn dartboard or pool table inside; patrons wearing ballcaps with the logos of the Cubs, White Sox, Bears or Blackhawks; and sports on TV.

Clubs Nightclubs cluster in River North and West Loop, where the venues tend to be huge and luxurious, with dress codes; Wicker Park and Ukrainian Village, where they’re typically more casual; and Wrigleyville and Northalsted, where they fall somewhere in between.
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HOW MUCH FOR A

Deep-dish pizza
$25

Meal at a steakhouse $50–100

Beer at a bar
$8

Chicago dog
$4.95

Italian beef sandwich $11

Latte
$5

Shot of Malört
$5









LGBTIQ+ Travelers

Chicago is a place of pride all year long and is one of the most vibrant cities in the USA for gay culture.


Gayborhoods

Gay culture thrives in Chicago. Northalsted, formerly known as Boystown, is the country’s oldest officially recognized gay neighborhood. Its beating heart is N Halsted St, which is lined with lively gay bars, clubs and drag venues, especially between Belmont Ave and Grace St. Northalsted is also the focal point of the summertime Pride Parade and Northalsted Market Days. Revelers gay and straight scope the wares from vendors along Halsted St. You can count on fabulously dressed drag queens and crowds cheering to live music blasting from the main stage.

Andersonville is a more laid-back neighborhood that has long been a destination for the local lesbian community, though its popularity with gay men continues to grow. Uptown and Rogers Park are also hubs for local gay communities.


GAY RIGHTS HISTORY

In the 1920s, Henry Gerber, a German immigrant, founded the first gay rights group in the USA from his Chicago home at 1710 N Crilly Court.




OUR PICK

Leather Lifestyle

Learn everything you’ve ever wanted to about the leather lifestyle at the Leather Archives & Museum, an adults-only venue celebrating leather, kink and fetishism. The collection includes erotic art and records from LGBTIQ+ activists, artists and organizations. The museum is located in the far north Rogers Park neighborhood.
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PRIDE PARADE

On the last Sunday in June, colorful floats and risqué revelers pack Northalsted for the Pride Parade.
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Resources

● purpleroofs.com Listings for queer accommodations, travel agencies and tours in Chicago and around the world. ● windycitymediagroup.com LGBTIQ+ newspaper, published weekly. The website is the main source for events and entertainment.







Health & Safe Travel

Chicago is not a particularly risky place to visit, but keep your common sense and big-city wits about you.


Highs & Lows

Chicago has recorded temperatures as cold as -27°F and as high as 105°F, so it’s important to dress for the weather no matter when you visit. In winter, layer your clothing. Start with thermal underwear or a thin base layer. Add a thicker layer like a sweater, light jacket or vest, and then a coat. Also wear a hat, gloves and a warm coat. Winter boots with good traction can help you navigate icy streets, stairs and train platforms.


INSURANCE

The cost of health care in the United States can be prohibitively expensive, and even minor medical needs can carry high costs. Don’t risk it. It is essential to buy health insurance before you travel if your home policy doesn’t cover your medical expenses abroad.




Extreme Weather

Tornadoes and extreme weather can pop up year-round. Download the Red Cross Emergency app for alerts.




QUICK INFO
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Marijuana

Marijuana is legal for recreational use for adults over 21.
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Security

Always lock bikes and car doors.
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Alcohol

Open containers of alcohol are not permitted in public, but this is overlooked in some areas.



Crime

Chicago has a bad reputation when it comes to violent crime, but this is mostly concentrated in a handful of far west and far south neighborhoods and not in tourist areas. However, you should still take standard precautions, especially if you’re out solo at night. Many crimes involve cell phone theft, so be subtle when using your phone.


PHARMACIES

Walgreens and CVS pharmacies are located all around the city. Grocery stores and convenience stores often sell common over-the-counter medications.









Responsible Travel

Follow these tips to leave a lighter footprint, support local and have a positive impact on communities.


Arrive by Train

Instead of flying or driving, take Amtrak (amtrak.com) to Chicago’s Union Station. Chicago has more train connections than anywhere else in the country, and in under seven hours, you can reach several cities across the Great Lakes and the Midwest, including Milwaukee, Kansas City, St Louis and Detroit. Chicago is also the ending point for several long-distance lines, including the California Zephyr from the Bay Area and the Empire Builder from Seattle.
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Take Public Transport

Chicago’s system of buses and city trains goes to key sites, including both of the city’s airports, as well as museums, parks, beaches, Wrigley Field, Soldier Field and other attractions.


Green Space

The 25-acre Millennium Park sits atop a downtown parking garage, and this urban oasis helps reduce surface temperatures and better regulate energy consumption.



Try Vegan

Chicago was once the ‘hog butcher for the world,’ as Carl Sandburg wrote in a 1914 poem, home to the country’s biggest stockyards. Steakhouses are still big, but vegan and vegetarian restaurants are making massive inroads. Most restaurants across the city offer some vegetarian options, but head to Wicker Park, Bucktown and Ukrainian Village for a growing selection of vegan-only restaurants.
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Resources

● greencitymarket.org Check the hours and vendors at Chicago’s farmers markets.

● naturemuseum.org/exhibits/the-sustainability-center Visit an interactive green museum in Lincoln Park.



GROWING AT THE PLANT

At a former meatpacking facility, businesses at The Plant (insidetheplant.com) try to make their waste useful for others. For instance, spent grains from the Whiner Beer Company brewery are transformed into compost for the on-site garden.



On Your Bike

Chicago has nearly 450 miles of bikeways, and its Divvy bike-share system (divvybikes.com) has more than 800 stations offering 15,000 bicycles, e-bikes and e-scooters. Divvy is available in all parts of Chicago, covering 234 sq miles, the largest bike-share system in North America. Rent by the ride ($1 to unlock plus $0.18 per minute for standard bicycles) or by the day ($18.10 for unlimited rides in a 24-hour period, up to three hours each).
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READY, SET, ACTION

Visit the free Climate Action Museum near Union Station to learn about how to prevent global warming by making changes on a local level.

Scan the QR code for opening hours.
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Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when traveling; Lonely Planet urges all travelers to engage with their travel carbon footprint, which will mainly come from air travel. While there often isn’t an alternative, travelers can look to minimise the number of flights they take, opt for newer aircrafts and use cleaner ground transport, such as trains. One proposed solution – purchasing carbon offsets – unfortunately does not cancel out the impact of individual flights. While most destinations will depend on air travel for the foreseeable future, for now, pursuing ground-based travel where possible is the best course of action.

The UN Carbon Offset Calculator shows how flying impacts a household’s emissions.
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The ICAO’s carbon emissions calculator allows visitors to analyze the CO2 generated by point-to-point journeys.
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Accessible Travel

Public Transport

All of the Chicago Transit Authority’s buses and railcars are accessible, but only 70% of the L train stations are. Check the CTA website for a list of accessible stations (transitchicago.com/accessibility/accessibleservices).

CTA buses with ramps and lifts serve 10,000 stops along 130 routes. All buses have priority seats and places to secure wheelchairs.

Accommodations

Federal law in the United States requires hotels built or updated after 1993 to be accessible for travelers with disabilities. In Chicago, accessible rooms can be found in hotels at all price points and in all neighborhoods.


OUR PICKS

Many of Chicago’s top sights – including Millennium Park, Wrigley Field and Willis Tower – are wheelchair accessible, as are most museums. Some places, such as the Field Museum, offer sensory bags with headphones, sunglasses and fidget tools, as well as overviews of exhibits that feature loud noises and bright lights. Theaters are wheelchair accessible and offer assistive listening devices and sign language interpretation. Contact attractions beforehand if you require sighted guides or American Sign Language interpreters.



At the Airport

Chicago O’Hare and Midway International airports offer accessible parking and restrooms for travelers with disabilities. Both airports assist passengers through security when needed and provide areas for service animals.


ART INSTITUTE EXPERIENCE

The Art Institute of Chicago provides TacTiles kits that represent the gallery’s highlights on handheld tiles that are designed to be touched. The museum’s app allows Bluetooth audio output that works with hearing aids.




BEACHES & TRAILS

Some of the city’s most scenic lakefront walks are wheelchair-friendly and have accessible restrooms. Use the accessible paths and beach mats at Ohio Street Beach and North Avenue Beach.



Resources

● choosechicago.com/plan-your-trip/accessibility-in-chicago Accessibility information from the city’s tourism board.
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Nuts & Bolts

Opening Hours

Businesses & banks 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday

Bars 5pm to 2am (to 3am on Saturday); some licensed until 4am (to 5am on Saturday)

Nightclubs 10pm to 4am; often closed Monday through Wednesday

Restaurants Breakfast 7am to 11am, lunch 11am to 2:30pm, dinner 5pm to 10pm Sunday to Thursday, to 11pm or midnight Friday and Saturday

Shops 11am to 7pm Monday to Saturday, noon to 6pm Sunday


QUICK INFO

Time zone Central Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus six hours)

Country code +1

Emergency number 911

Population 2.7 million



Smoking

It’s illegal to smoke or vape inside public places or within 15ft of entrances and windows to public places and workplaces. You cannot smoke in Chicago parks.

It’s legal to consume cannabis at licensed lounges and on private property. Smoking cannabis is not allowed in parks or on streets and sidewalks.

ELECTRICITY

120V/60Hz
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Public Holidays

Banks, schools, offices and most shops close on these days:

New Year’s Day January 1

Dr Martin Luther King Jr Day Third Monday in January

Presidents’ Day Third Monday in February

Pulaski Day First Monday in March (observed mostly by city offices)

Memorial Day Last Monday in May

Juneteenth June 19

Independence Day July 4

Labor Day First Monday in September

Columbus Day/Indigenous Peoples’ Day Second Monday in October

Veterans Day November 11

Thanksgiving Fourth Thursday in November

Christmas December 25








Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travelers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you are happy to have your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/legal.
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The key to the perfect trip

Lonely Planet eBooks make trip planning and
on-the-road travelling easier than ever

1. Discover amazing experiences

Gorgeous photos of top sights with links
to author recommendations help you
plan where to go.

Montenegro’s Top 16

Sveti Stefan

© Sights

Sveti Stefan Beach
The main point of coming]
time horizontal as possib)

3. Plan your perfect trip

Search for destinations, bookmark
favourites and add notes to
customise your guide.

2. Content when you need it

Downloading eBooks on the road is
simple, and you can carry as many
guides as you need.

4., Essential online travel info

Links to the best business and travel
websites bring all the info you need into
one place.

Features you’ll love while on the road...

Central Perth

© sights
2 Bl Tower — —
3 Perth Institute of Contemoo?

Double tap
then pinch
and zoom

Art Gallery of Western Australia
(- ] ar ]

Art Gallery of Western Australia
(e

Map links to reviews mean
you can find info quickly.

'
'

'

'

'

'

I

'

'

i

'

'

'

Top Sights '
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Zoom-in maps make it easy ! Offline maps mean no
i to navigate in a new place. data-roaming charges.
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Ticket type Fullfare  Reduced fare
L train $2.50 $1.25

L train from $5 $1.25

O’Hare Airport

Buswith Ventracard ~ $2.25 $110

Bus with cash

$2.50

$1.25
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