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The Journey Begins Here
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New Yorkers often get nostalgic for the city that once was: the Beatnik ’60s and sexed-up ’70s, when club kids twirled at Limelight and when Times Square wasn’t Disneyland. But New York delivers on the promise of its name by never getting old. The city is in a constant state of reinvention, redrawn by super-tall skyscrapers and soon-to-be Michelin-starred restaurants, entertained by up-and-coming artists at Off-Broadway theaters and blooming with new green spaces seemingly every spring. And while I love the relics from yesteryear – the Gilded Age easter eggs, the art deco designs – I live here to delight in perpetual surprise.
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THE BEST

Skyline Experiences

Seeing New York’s steely skyscraper forest is breathtaking — but appreciating its immensity can be challenging while wandering street-level concrete canyons. Head to observatories, rooftops and parks for dramatic perspectives of the cityscape.
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Take in the entire town from One World Observatory – a grand NYC introduction from the Western Hemisphere’s tallest skyscraper.

Skip down the Brooklyn Heights Promenade for views stretching from Lady Liberty to the Empire State Building and beyond.

Circle Central Park’s Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Reservoir to spot Midtown’s supertall skyscrapers crowned with clouds above Billionaires’ Row.
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Sip a Manhattan inside the Panorama Room on Roosevelt Island as the city spills out along the East River.

Zip to the Top of the Rock at Rockefeller Center to see Central Park’s green carpet unfurling northward.

Snag a window-side table at Laser Wolf in Williamsburg to dine on Israeli comfort food while devouring Manhattan’s skyline.







THE BEST

Green Space Experiences

For a city called the ‘concrete jungle,’ NYC is replete with natural beauty. Head to a sprawling park or secret garden to escape urban stressors and commune with the sublime.
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Go wild in Central Park, where 843 acres sculpted with meadows, forests and waterways support dozens of outdoor activities year-round.

Trade Manhattan’s traffic and trains for food trucks and a spa on Governors Island, only a five-minute ferry ride away.

Take a hike in Prospect Park, where birders search for rare species among Brooklyn’s oldest trees.
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Peek inside community gardens dotting Alphabet City as the fruits of local labor blossom between spring and fall.

Pause among the stems and statues decorating Elizabeth Street Garden – a tiny green patch amid Nolita’s boutiques.

Play a game of chess, watch a summer movie or ice skate in winter at Midtown’s Bryant Park.






THE BEST

Waterfront Experiences

New York is a maritime town born from the commerce that once boomed along its piers. Today, the city’s historic trade and manufacturing ports have been reimagined as splendid littoral parks. Soak it all in.
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Stroll, sunbathe, cycle or dine while wowing at Manhattan’s skyline in Brooklyn Bridge Park, a manufacturing hub-turned-people’s playground.

Experience NYC from an immigrant’s point of view by visiting Ellis Island, once the grand depot for hopefuls sailing to America.

Meander along Hudson River Park’s piers, packed with recreational activities, riveting views, captivating new architecture and an exceptional food court.

[image: jpg]

MRSTAM/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Ride the East River Ferry between Manhattan and Brooklyn. The skylines of both boroughs will brawl for your attention.

Wander cobblestone streets, set sail on a historic schooner and graze at a modern food hall around South Street Seaport.

Hop on a Circle Line cruise to float around Manhattan as a tour guide recounts local history.








THE BEST

Global Foodie Experiences

Immigration has defined the Big Apple for centuries – the key ingredient for a cultural melting pot. Experience the international buffet on your taste buds by sampling plates from food carts, fine-dining establishments and everything sandwiched in between.
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Bite into steamed dumplings, rice rolls, bao buns and Peking duck on a flavor tour of Chinatown’s food counters.

Brave the heat of a South Indian summer with each handful of the ‘gunpowder dosa’ dipped into chutneys at Michelin-starred Semma.

Skip around taco trucks in Williamsburg to decide which filling you prefer in this Mexican staple: birria or al pastor.
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Travel to Ethiopia, Japan, Morocco, Scandinavia and Ukraine by dining at the East Village’s glut of global restaurants.

Slide into a booth at Thai Diner for a Bangkok-meets-Big Apple mash-up, evident in the massaman curry-doused disco fries.

Snag a seat at fine-dining seafood stalwart Le Bernardin, serving French elegance since 1986.






THE BEST

Museum Experiences

There are over 150 museums spread across NYC’s five boroughs – choosing what to see can be challenging. Spend some time in heavy hitters like the Met, then in smaller collections around town.
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Get lost in the Metropolitan Museum of Art and you might stumble upon an ancient Egyptian temple or Washington Crossing the Delaware.

Lose yourself in Van Gogh’s Starry Night while wandering through the Museum of Modern Art’s 630,000-sq-ft space.

Applaud for work by women and Black artists at the Brooklyn Museum, which makes a concerted effort to showcase diversity.
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See what’s on at the Leslie-Lohman Museum of Art, the world’s first museum dedicated to LGBTIQ+ themes.

Explore the Whitney Museum’s permanent collection, featuring modern American masters like Hopper, O’Keeffe and Warhol.

Experience the silver screen from a director’s point of view at the Museum of the Moving Image.








THE BEST

Local History Experiences

The Lenape called it ‘Manahatta,’ the Dutch renamed it ‘New Amsterdam,’ the British switched it to ‘New York’ and centuries of Americans have reshaped it since. Wander the streets to uncover their stories.
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Follow the footsteps of indigenous fisherfolk and American revolutionaries before paying respects at Lower Manhattan’s Colonial cemeteries.

See 400 years of NYC transformations in a 28-minute film presented by the Museum of the City of New York.

Visit the stomping grounds of Jazz Age luminaries in Harlem, where a renaissance of Black culture captured America’s imagination.

[image: jpg]

MATTHEWSHUTTER/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Step into the cramped Lower East Side homes of 19th- and 20th-century immigrants at the Tenement Museum.

Stroll past brownstones and wood-framed town houses along the streets of Brooklyn Heights – America’s first suburb, virtually preserved in amber.

Take a spin on Deno’s Wonder Wheel at Coney Island to experience a thrill ride from the 1920s.






THE BEST

Architectural Experiences

NYC’s streetscape is constantly under construction, with new towers reconfiguring the skyline every year. But not all architecture is new – it’s a hodgepodge spanning centuries. Spot structures that played pivotal roles in New York’s evolution.
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Cross the East River on the Brooklyn Bridge, dubbed the ‘8th wonder of the world’ upon completion in 1883.

Wander the High Line, where apartment buildings designed by 21st-century starchitects attempt to outshine their neighbors.

Spin around Madison Square Park, flanked by early 20th-century towers that once competed to be the city’s tallest.
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Fall in love with the Ansonia’s beaux arts details while touring the Upper West Side’s most coveted co-ops.

Get inspired by new construction around the One World Trade Center site, a symbol of renewal after New York’s darkest day.

Crane your neck along Billionaires’ Row, where Manhattan’s wealthiest residents soar above the city in a series of super-tall, super-skinny skyscrapers.







THE BEST

Annual Festivals

It doesn’t matter what week or month it is – there’s probably a parade, street fair or block party celebrating local culture and creativity. Plan a visit around a big event and join the jamboree.
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Wave your rainbow flag throughout June in preparation for the NYC Pride March, one of the largest LGBTIQ+ events worldwide.

Holler for hungry hordes at Coney Island’s hot dog eating contest before watching fireworks on the Fourth of July.

Eat your way down Mulberry St during September’s Feast of San Gennaro, an 11-day salute to all things Italian.
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Slip into something spooky for the Village Halloween Parade on October 31, a costumed extravaganza with Mardi Gras flair.

Marvel at the massive cartoon balloons floating above Sixth Ave during November’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.

Get in the Christmas spirit by roaming around ornate lawn displays on an evening tour through Dyker Heights in December.






Best for Kids

Inspect dinosaur bones, butterfly wings and galaxies far, far away at the American Museum of Natural History on the Upper West Side.

Take a spin on the Battery’s SeaGlass Carousel, then let the kids run wild at an ecology-oriented jungle gym in Lower Manhattan.

Spend an afternoon in Central Park’s Children’s District, where alfresco game tables and a sprawling playground neighbor an intimate zoo where you can pet the animals.

Hop around the Flatiron District’s whimsical children’s shops, including immersive experiences at CAMP and the world’s largest Harry Potter–themed store, where you can sip delicious Butterbeer.

See a family-friendly Broadway musical like Disney’s Aladdin or Oz-inspired Wicked before peeking behind the scenes at the Museum of Broadway.





Best for Free

Wave at the Statue of Liberty and snap postcard-worthy photos while gliding on the Staten Island Ferry’s 25-minute cruise across New York Harbor.

Take a pilgrimage to Tibet via vibrant paintings hanging inside the Nicholas Roerich Museum’s 19th-century town house, which also hosts free concerts.

Pop into galleries around Chelsea’s West 20s on a DIY art tour to see museum-worthy pieces without paying a dime. Plan your trip around show openings to score free wine.

Crack open a book in the New York Public Library’s Rose Reading Room, then join a guided exploration of Midtown’s Gilded Age landmark.

Plop on a bench in Washington Square Park to watch buskers, chess players, dog walkers and squirrels perform a pedestrian dance.








Three Perfect Days

New York is enormous. It’s impossible to see everything in a few days; even a lifetime would be tricky. Use this guide to focus your itinerary on essential experiences.
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DAY ONE

Only Have One Day?

Morning

Soak in local history at the Museum of the City of New York, then saunter to the Metropolitan Museum of Art. After admiring Egyptian and European masterpieces, ramble across Central Park via the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Reservoir.

Afternoon

Nosh an Upper West Side staple for lunch – try Absolute Bagels or Mama’s TOO! pizza – before stepping into the 19th-century town house of Nicholas Roerich Museum.

Evening

Nab tickets to a splashy Broadway musical, then process the show over food and drinks at Bar Centrale. Finish the day dazzled by the neon lights of Times Square.
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DAY TWO

A Short Break

Morning

Start by sailing to the Statue of Liberty and consider how the green goddess’s ideals compare to America’s realities. Follow it up by exploring the immigration exhibition at Ellis Island.

Afternoon

Eat your way through Chinatown en route to the Lower East Side. Pop into shops along Orchard St or join a guided Tenement Museum tour for more insights into the immigrant experience.

Evening

For dinner, sample Southeast Asian cuisine at Thai Diner before catching an avant-garde cabaret at Joe’s Pub . Cap it off by quaffing cocktails at renowned speakeasy-style bars like Attaboy or PDT.
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DAY THREE

A Weekend Trip

Morning

Kick off this Brooklyn-based romp by lusting over Brooklyn Heights brownstones while devouring pastries at L’Appartement 4F. Wind up in Brooklyn Bridge Park to view Manhattan’s skyscrapers across the river.

Afternoon

Next up is Williamsburg, best reached by ferry. After docking, scour the streets for vintage shops, order food-truck tacos and pop into quirky City Reliquary.

Evening

Book reservations for a memorable meal at Lilia or Bonnie’s, then continue east for a rowdy night out. Dance at House of Yes, catch a concert at Elsewhere or a drag show at 3 Dollar Bill.
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If You Have More Time

Stroll south along the High Line as the sun rises over buildings designed by acclaimed architects. Stop to wander side streets, graze through Chelsea Market and climb around Little Island.

From here, head to the permanent 7th-floor collection at the Whitney Museum, packed with US masters like Cadmus and Rothko. Explore the West Village’s picturesque maze next. Snatch one of the street-side tables at St Jardim to sip espresso or wine while savoring the scene.

You’ll find people-watching pleasures in Washington Square Park, market goods at Union Square and early-20th-century towers surrounding Madison Square Park.

Try something by acclaimed NYC restaurateur Danny Meyer for dinner – be it unpretentious Shake Shack or upscale Union Square Cafe. Finally, head back to the Village for jazz at Smalls or side-splitting performances at the Comedy Cellar.
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A City Day Trip

When summer scorches NYC, seek refuge at Coney Island – a legendary seafront, one hour from Manhattan by subway. Arrive early to claim beach real estate or skip along Steeplechase Pier, packed with fishing poles. Once the sun’s overhead, cool off inside the recently revamped New York Aquarium, then cheer for the wonderfully weird Coney Island Sideshow.

Lean into Americana kitsch with greasy grub along Riegelmann Boardwalk (pictured), a baseball game at Maimonides Park and a spin on the Wonder Wheel, lit neon-pink at night. Even in winter, the boardwalk is worth a gander– it’s a dystopian ghost strip, waiting for the wind to change.
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On a Rainy Day

Arm yourself with an umbrella before snuggling into Smør for Scandinavian comfort food. It’s possible to spend an entire day at the nearby Russian & Turkish Baths, but keep it brief to fit in some fine art.

Take the subway uptown to the Guggenheim, a bright white spiral swirling with paintings. Two blocks away is the Neue Galerie, where you’ll find Austrian art upstairs and Viennese cocoa waiting in a ground-floor cafe.

As night descends, melt into a seat at Metrograph for a cult film classic, followed by a hot toddy at the on-site Commissary.
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Get Prepared


Book Ahead

Two to three months before Book tickets to Broadway shows and other performances. Reserve spots to the Statue of Liberty’s crown.

One month before Reserve tables at trendy and high-end restaurants. Schedule timed tickets to museums.

Two weeks before Check city listings in New York Magazine and New Yorker for events like author readings and art openings.



Manners Matter

Sidewalks are for commuting – not wandering aimlessly. Foot traffic stays to the right and if you want to pause for a longer look, step to the side.

   On the subway, let passengers off the train before attempting to enter. Give pregnant, disabled and elderly passengers priority for seating.

   New York’s colorful characters include people in costume and bona fide movie stars. Don’t stare or snap pictures.

What to Wear

Dress in layers. Summer is sweltering – unless you’re in a restaurant blasting air-con. Winter is brutally cold, but theaters may crank up the heat. Spring and fall can be temperamental. Dress yourself accordingly.

   Wear comfortable shoes unless taking a cab. Between stalking the streets and climbing subway stairs, you’ll put in plenty of steps.

   New York is a fashion town. Sweats are acceptable for outdoor adventures, but not hip restaurants and clubs.

Things to Know

Cash Always carry a little. Most establishments take credit cards, but street vendors, small shops and select restaurants are cash-only.

Street vendors Avoid persistent hawkers selling tickets for tours. You’ll possibly overpay or get scammed. Don’t take pictures with costumed characters around Times Square – they might get aggressive about payment.

Talking to strangers Locals keep to themselves on the streets. Save that friendly ‘hello’ for a small town. Conversely, New Yorkers are happy to help with directions. Be direct (‘Excuse me, can you help me with directions?’) and keep it brief.

Marijuana Adults 21 and over can legally possess 3 ounces of cannabis for personal use. Smoking rules apply: no smoking at outdoor dining areas or public parks.


TIPPING

Tips aren’t only appreciated – they’re expected. Gratuity is factored into the wages of service industry professionals, and receiving tips from customers is an essential part of their income. Consider tipping extra for exceptional service.
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DAILY BUDGET

Budget: Less than $300

• Subway ride: $2.90

• Bagel with a schmear: $6

• Craft beer: $11

• Admission to the Met Museum: $30

• Hostel bed: $100

Midrange: $300–500

• Cappuccino and croissant: $12

• Empire State Building ticket: $44

• Dinner with a glass of wine: $60

• Discounted Broadway show ticket: around $80

• Double room in a boutique hotel: $250

Top end: More than $500

• Brunch: $35

• Cab ride from Midtown to FiDi: $40

• Ticket to QC NY spa: $98

• Box seat at the Metropolitan Opera: around $300

• Upscale accommodations: from $700




Currency

US dollar

Language

English

Time

Eastern Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus five hours)




TIP

New York CityPASS (citypass.com) buys admission to five major tourist attractions for $146 ($124 for kids), potentially saving you 40% on admission prices – just ensure you want to see the sites on offer.
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When to Go

It’s always a great time to visit New York. The city’s energy is tireless, with special events throughout the year adding extra sparkle.


Summer (June through August) is a tale of two New Yorkers. One braves hot, humid streets for free concerts and local beaches; the other weekends in the Hamptons or Hudson Valley to escape mysterious sidewalk smells. Warm days and cool nights make fall (September to November) magnificent, along with changing leaves that paint public parks red and gold. Holiday festivities bring cheer throughout December, while cozy bars and restaurants warm up winter’s coldest days. Weather between March and May can be hit-or-miss, but NYC’s joy becomes electric as parks begin blooming.

The Big Events

June: NYC rolls out the rainbow carpet for Pride month, with gatherings that run the gamut from family-friendly to downright debauchery. It culminates in the NYC Pride March – one of the largest LGBTIQ+ celebrations worldwide.

July: Independence Day (July 4) sizzles around town with innumerable barbecues and Coney Island’s infamous hot dog eating contest. The grand finale: a riot of fireworks lighting up the East River.

October: Throughout October, skeletons and spiderwebs decorate stoops from the West Village to Cobble Hill – a prelude to All Hallows’ Eve (October 31), when New Yorkers get sartorially spooky for the Village Halloween Parade.

November: Massive balloons filled with helium float above high-kicking Rockettes, school marching bands and adoring crowds during Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade – a colorful start to NYC’s splendid holiday season.

New York City Weather
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Wacky & Wonderful

June–September: New Yorkers who stay in town throughout summer reap rewards: SummerStage’s free concert series heats up all five boroughs, including a space in Central Park, with an international selection of musical acts spanning multiple genres.

June: An artsy, eclectic crowd dons nautical costumes to flip their fins down Surf Ave during Coney Island’s Mermaid Parade – a summer solstice shindig with Burning Man brass.

September: Little Italy’s Mulberry St dresses up in red, white and green for the Feast of San Gennaro – an 11-day block party stuffed like a sausage with Italian must-eats (zeppoles, meatballs, cannolis) and featuring a parade honoring the patron saint of Naples.

October–January: Avant-garde dance, music, theater and opera performances take over the Brooklyn Academy of Music for the Next Wave Festival, shining a light on today’s most daring art makers.
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ACCOMMODATIONS LOWDOWN

Hotel prices vary dramatically by season, with rooms costing top dollar from Thanksgiving to early January. Rates also tend to spike on select weekends throughout fall and around major holidays. For the best bargains, plan a visit from January through March or July.








Getting There

Most visitors arrive in NYC via one of three airports – John F Kennedy (JFK), LaGuardia (LGA) or Newark (EWR) – but depending on your route, buses and trains are suitable alternatives.


From the Airport to Midtown Manhattan

From JFK

Subway Hop on the AirTrain ($8.25) and take the A from Howard Beach or the E from Jamaica, Queens ($2.90). Budget 60–90 minutes.

Rail For a slightly pricier but more comfortable subway alternative, take the Long Island Railroad from Jamaica to Penn Station or Grand Central Terminal ($13.25 to $15.25).

Car Queue up for a yellow taxi ($70 flat fee before surcharges or tip) or hire a ride through Uber or Lyft.

From LGA

Bus, subway and rail Take the free LaGuardia Link Q70 shuttle to the E, F, M, R or 7 trains in Jackson Heights ($2.90) or the Long Island Railroad station in Woodside, Queens ($5 to $9.25). The M60 SBS bus connects to the A/C, B/D, 1/2/3 and 4/5 trains. Budget 50–90 minutes.

Car Cabs from LGA to Midtown cost between $30 and $40, excluding tolls and tip.

From EWR

Rail The most convenient option is via train: take the free Newark AirTrain to Newark’s airport train station, then catch a NJ Transit train to Penn Station ($15.50, roughly one hour).

Bus The Newark Airport Express shuttle bus service also serves Manhattan ($18).

Car Cabs often cost upwards of $50.

Other Points of Entry

Grand Central Terminal

Metro-North Railroad and Long Island Railroad trains stop at this gorgeous Midtown landmark and transport center, with easy access to buses, taxis and the subway’s 4/5/6 and 7 lines.

Port Authority Bus Terminal

The country’s largest bus terminal serves 7000 buses on an average day, with all major carriers represented. The area (near Times Square) gets sketchy – try not to linger.


Penn Station

Amtrak, Long Island Railroad and NJ Transit trains stop at this Midtown hub, recently renovated to include the exquisite Moynihan Train Hall. 1/2/3 trains stop directly at Penn Station.








Getting Around

Transportation in NYC is more than yellow cabs and subway cars, though both are icons of urban commuting. Appreciate the city’s shifting landscape while zipping by on bikes, boats and buses, or join the sidewalk ballet by hoofing it block by block. It might seem like chaos at first, but New York’s choreography is precise.


Walking

New York is a pedestrian town – the average local walks roughly 2.5 miles to 4.5 miles daily. Strolling around can be romantic, particularly on streets in the West Village and Brooklyn Heights, as long as you remember to follow unspoken city rules. Consider the sidewalk a mini two-lane highway: keep right, walk no more than two people across and don’t stop short. If you’re gazing at the skyline or your phone, or carrying an enormous golf umbrella, get ready for a collision. New Yorkers walk with purpose – keep up the pace.
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Subway

NYC’s subway system is the biggest and busiest in North America, with 1.4 million daily riders chugging between 462 stations spread across 665 miles of track. It’s cheap, efficient, operates 24/7 and provides a dynamic snapshot of New York – movie stars, mariachi bands, drag queens and young families all commute underground. Trains can also be crowded, smelly and uncomfortable. Signage isn’t always intuitive and track changes can be confusing, even for locals. Service alters slightly around 10pm, with rides arriving less frequently and most express trains running local.
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ESSENTIAL APP

Besides the upiquitous Google Maps, the Citymapper app has detailed maps of subways, bike stations, ferries and more.
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Bicycle

NYC’s cycle scene is thriving, with over 1500 miles of interconnected bike lanes; renting a set of wheels is a fast, fun way to explore town. Beginners should stick to protected lanes – busy streets can be overwhelming. As for rules, follow traffic laws and wear a helmet. The Citi Bike bike-share program is easy to use and has stations in Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens and the Bronx, as well as Jersey City and Hoboken, New Jersey.

Taxi

Yellow cabs are synonymous with NYC – and you’ll likely see them weaving through traffic in business districts south of Central Park and on the Upper East Side. To hail a cab, step off the curb and throw your arm in the air. When the number on a taxi’s top light is lit, it’s available. Ridesharing apps Uber and Lyft also work, though taxis are usually cheaper. Good luck finding a ride in Midtown when it’s raining.

Bus

In Manhattan, bus routes usually run north to south or east to west. The bus is ideal for short distances and traveling across town; it’s also the best public transit option for folks who have difficulty with stairs. Rides tend to be slow and service can be unpredictable.

Ferry

Breezy boat rides beat cramped subway cars, plus there are mini convenience stores on board. Riding the ferry isn’t always the most sensible option, but if you’re traveling to a port-side stop in one of the five boroughs, hop on – it’s a magical way to experience the city.

Tram

The aerial tramway linking Manhattan to Roosevelt Island doesn’t only provide the most convenient way to cross the East River – it also showcases city panoramas for the price of a subway ride.


FARE EVASION

Don’t try riding the subway for free. Hopping the turnstile results in a $100 fine.




Public Transport Essentials

Subway & Bus Tickets

Use OMNY, a contactless payment system, to purchase subway and bus rides operated by the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA). There’s no need to download an app – just tap a contactless credit or debit card connected to a smart device. Pay for 12 rides using the same card within seven days and additional rides within the week are free.

Ferry Tickets

Several ferry operators sail around the city, including the Department of Transportation’s Staten Island Ferry and NY Water Taxi. If you’re riding around Manhattan and Brooklyn, you’ll likely use NYC Ferry. To purchase tickets, download the NYC Ferry app, use a ticket vending machine or see a ticket agent at the dock.

Taxi Fares

Curious about your cab’s ticking meter? There’s an initial $3 charge, plus 70 cents tacked on every .2 mile while moving over 12 mph, or every 60 seconds when traffic is slow or the car is stopped. There’s also a $1 surcharge for ‘improvement,’ another $1 for overnight rides, a $2.50 surcharge during weekday rush hour and costs for whatever tolls you encounter. It adds up quickly.


Travel Costs

Subway or bus ride

$2.90

Citi Bike ride

$4.79 for 30 minutes

One-way ferry ride

$4



Helpful Apps

Get the Citi Bike app to access New York’s bike share program easily. If you plan on taking at least three rides within 24 hours, purchase the $19 day pass to save money. E-bikes cost extra and get charged by the minute.

Use the Curb app to hail taxis without the hassle of stepping onto the street or to schedule rides for later.






A Few Surprises

Convenience store kitties, subway singers and a dedicated Rat Czar. To paraphrase Brooklyn bard Walt Whitman – NYC is large; it contains multitudes.


Neighborhood Bodegas

Some call them delis. Others call them convenience stores. If you’re a New Yorker, the proper term is ‘bodega’ – an embodiment of the ‘city never sleeps’ and often open 24/7. A bodega is technically a store with no more than two cash registers that sells milk and mostly food – and isn’t a specialty store, like a butcher. But at their core, these corner stores are more like neighborhood lifelines for groceries, beer, cleaning supplies, lottery tickets, ATMs and the beloved BEC (bacon, egg and cheese). They’re also community hubs, where locals might ask for the ‘usual’ and owners know everyone’s name.

Bodegas first appeared in the early 20th century, opened by Puerto Rican and Cuban immigrants to serve their communities. Now, there are roughly 13,000 around town, mainly run by Dominican, Mexican, Yemeni and East Asian immigrants. There’s sometimes a resident ‘bodega cat.’

City Animals

A surprising number of species have adapted to urban-jungle living. Many are rare: a coyote sighting in Central Park or a humpback whale breaching in New York Harbor. Others are common, like red-tailed hawks hunting for squirrels or painted turtles sunning on pond rocks. None, however, come close in numbers to the squadrons of pigeons and armies of rats that rule the skies and streets.

In 2023, the city hired its first-ever Rat Czar to mitigate the rodent population, which numbers around three million. There’s even a Rat Academy – a pest-control class taught by the city’s health department. Extinguishing the critters won’t be a walk in the park. NYC’s aging infrastructure, booming population and abundance of tasty trash are ideal ingredients for a rat-tastic feast.

Fantastic Buskers

If pizza-pirating rats are the kings of subway platforms, buskers (street performers) are the court musicians. These artists serenade riders with string concertos, folk songs, barber-shop quartets and bucket-drum percussion. Over 350 acts belong to Music Under New York, a performing arts program administered by the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA). Many others strike out independently, dashing between trains for impromptu commuter concerts. Plenty of buskers also take to the streets. Some earn local notoriety, like Colin Huggins, who lugs a baby grand around Washington Square Park, and Natalia Paruz, who plays a carpenter’s saw at the Times Square subway station.
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Red-tailed hawk, Central Park | TYLER JAMIESON MOULTON/SHUTTERSTOCK ©
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Colin Huggins, Washington Square Park | EDDTORO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©
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United Nations headquarters | NAGLIC/SHUTTERSTOCK ©
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‘Manhattanhenge’ | BLVDONE/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


Grid Life

In 1811, plans for Manhattan’s city grid took shape – trading the organic, irregular growth of early development for orderly right angles. Creating the grid meant bulldozing the island’s hills, streams, marshland and cliffs into equal flat lots upon which the city could grow.

Today, the grid defines urban life. There’s no definitive city center but rather a mosaic of cultural focal points – each block a mini-universe, linked to the greater urban galaxy. It’s also easily navigable by newcomers: rational, direct and no-nonsense – the same descriptors one might use for the typical New Yorker.

Pragmatic as it may be, the grid also provides magic. For two winter sunrises and two summer sunsets every year, the sun aligns with the east–west grid to create ‘Manhattanhenge’ – a celestial light show unplanned by 19th-century developers.

Urban Infrastructure

Walk through NYC and you’ll see the imprint of Robert Moses, New York’s ‘master builder’ from 1934 to 1968. During his urban-planning reign, Moses constructed 658 city parks along with 13 bridges and 416 miles of roadways that snake throughout the state. Many of these projects remain local favorites – Central Park’s zoo, the United Nations headquarters, Lincoln Center’s arts complex and numerous housing developments. His work also led to the eviction of roughly 500,000 people and spawned a fight for historic preservation as he tried transforming NYC’s pedestrian paradise into an automobile oasis.


OFFBEAT NYC

• Head to the 2nd floor of 141 Wooster St to see the Earth Room, packed with 140 tons of dirt.

• Rock and roll to Bach concertos aboard Bargemusic, a coffee-bean-barge-turned-music hall.

• Leaf through zines at Quimby’s, which celebrates anarchist, queer, feminist and punk points of view – and give the owner’s cat a little love.

• Schvitz, cold plunge and repeat with a crowd that includes everyone from fashion models to Orthodox Jewish grandpas at the Russian and Turkish Baths.

• Let the burlesque performers at Théâtre XIV arouse your creative spirit with their intoxicating performances.







Explore New York City



Lower Manhattan

SoHo, Chinatown, Nolita & Little Italy

East Village & Lower East Side

West Village, Chelsea & Meatpacking District

Union Square, Flatiron & Gramercy

Midtown

Upper East Side

Upper West Side, Central Park & Harlem

Brooklyn



New York City’s Walking Tours


Uncover New York’s Colonial Past

See SoHo’s Artsy Side

Eat Your Way Around Chinatown

Stroll Through Jewish History

Admire Art at Chelsea’s Galleries

Gawk at Flatiron’s Grand Towers

Admire the Heights of Billionaires’ Row

Go on an Astoria Art Crawl

Gaze at Gilded Age Architecture

Feel the Pulse of Harlem’s Soul

Time Travel in Brooklyn Heights
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New York City skyline, Brooklyn Bridge Park | DMITRII SAKHAROV/SHUTTERSTOCK ©




Explore

Lower Manhattan

Business first: Lower Manhattan encompasses the Financial District (‘FiDi’) and Tribeca. Pleasure second: this is where to spot sights like the Statue of Liberty and the Brooklyn Bridge. Initially the indigenous Lenape’s stomping ground, the island saw its first shady business transaction when the Dutch purchased the area and dubbed it New Amsterdam. Next came the British, who renamed it New York and vacated after losing the Revolutionary War. The area became a financial powerhouse thanks to its ports, but despite its fortunes, there’s been plenty of pain, including economic collapses and terrorist attacks. Still, the neighborhood’s steely resilience shines through.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Brooklyn Bridge | JULEN ARABAOLAZA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Getting Around

[image: icon-subwaygif]b Subway

FiDi is well serviced by trains: main hub Fulton connects the A/C, J/Z, 2/3 and 4/5 lines, which stop near the World Trade Center site. For access to the Brooklyn Bridge, take the 4/5/6 to Brooklyn Bridge-City Hall. If you’re hopping on a boat, take the 1 to South Ferry.

[image: icon-boatgif]f Ferry

Governors Island ferries depart from the Battery Maritime Building. For service to Staten Island, use the Whitehall Terminal. For the Statue of Liberty, board in Battery Park.


THE BEST

Marvel at New York Harbor from the STATUE OF LIBERTY, a beguiling green goddess guarding Gotham.

Skip down historic streets for high-end food halls and East River views around SOUTH STREET SEAPORT.

Step through Gothic arches on the BROOKLYN BRIDGE, a monument to Gilded Age ambition.

Soar to the top of ONE WORLD OBSERVATORY, where breathtaking panoramas await.





WALKING TOUR

Uncover New York’s Colonial Past

The greatest collection of New York’s old-world history resides in Lower Manhattan, where colonial-era skeletons lurk around traffic-packed sidewalks and centuries-old eateries. Don’t be fooled by the neighborhood’s modern appearance: ghostly reminders of NYC’s yesteryear surprise around every corner.



START

The Battery

END

African Burial Ground National Monument

LENGTH

2 miles; one hour


[image: 10-nyc-colonial-past-wt-pk-nyc10-jpg]




1 Examine Indigenous Origins

Start at the Battery’s waterfront, facing Lady Liberty, to consider how her lofty ideals compare with the city’s complicated origins. Before captain Henry Hudson arrived in 1609, the Lenape paddled here in wood-carved canoes. Stop by the National Museum of the American Indian on the park’s eastern side to learn about the land before European takeover.

2 Raise a Glass to Washington

Trace the park to Pearl Street, the city’s original shoreline before landfill expanded it outward, then jog east to Fraunces Tavern, where George Washington famously threw back a few pints. Across the street, look for the bones of Lovelace Tavern’s foundation, buried beneath the sidewalk. Built in 1670 and burned down in 1706, the site wasn’t rediscovered until 1979.

3 Stroll Dutch Stones

Next stop is Stone St, which became the city’s first cobblestone-paved passage in the 17th century. Dutch colonizers called this Breuers Straet (Brewers St) thanks to its beer-making bounty. Today, it’s lined with bars where crowds imbibe alfresco in summertime.

4 Wall Street’s Hidden History

Three blocks northeast is a plaque marking the site of New York’s 18th-century market where enslaved people were sold, which opened in 1711. The trade of enslaved people was introduced here in 1626. By 1730, 42% of the population owned enslaved people.

5 Wander the Wall

From here, walk west on Wall St – it was an actual defense wall in the 17th century that marked the edge of the New Amsterdam settlement. Trinity Church (resting place of US Founding Father Alexander Hamilton) anchors the street with a neo-Gothic spire, the tallest US building upon completion in 1846.

6 Pay Your Respects

Make a right at Trinity Church to march north on Broadway, built on an old Lenape-made trading route. End at the African Burial Ground National Monument, a memorial and museum honoring the estimated 15,000 African souls interred on-site. Unearthed in 1991 during the construction of an office building, the mass grave is a reminder of the backs on which New York was built.
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1Top Experiences

 Statue of LibertyC8

 Ellis IslandC8

 South Street SeaportF4

 National September 11 Memorial MuseumC5

 Brooklyn BridgeF4




1Experiences

1Bowling GreenD7

2National Museum of the American IndianD7

3Battery ParkC8

4Castle ClintonC8

5SeaGlass CarouselD8

6Pier 26A2

7Pier 25A2

8Downtown BoathouseA2

9USCGC LilacA2

10Grand BanksA3

11South Street Seaport MuseumE5

12Tin BuildingF5

13Pier 17F5

14Bienvenu Steinberg & JC1

15Bortolami GalleryC1

16CityStoreD3

17Mysterious BookshopC3

18Philip Williams PostersC3

19Playing MantisC2

20Hook & Ladder 8C2

21OdeonC3

22New York County Supreme CourtE2

23Museum of Jewish HeritageB7

24Trinity ChurchC6

25New York Stock ExchangeD6

26Federal HallD6

27Fraunces TavernD7

28Oculus CenterC5

29Whitehall TerminalD8

30St George TerminalE8

 National Lighthouse Museum(see 30)

 Flagship Brewing Company(see 30)




5Eating

31ManhattaD5

32Tiny’s & the Bar UpstairsC3

33Delmonico’sD6

34FrenchetteC1

35Le GratinD4

36Leo’s BagelsD6

37Pearl DinerE5

38PisilloD4

39Brookfield PlaceB5

40Locanda VerdeB2

41Hole in the WallE5




6Drinking

42OverstoryE6

43Smith & MillsB2

44Dead RabbitD7

45Brandy LibraryC1

46TerroirB2

47Split EightsD6




7Shopping

48Todd Snyder at the Liquor StoreC1

49Issey MiyakeB2

50Bowne & Co StationersE5









TOP EXPERIENCE

Visit the Statue of Liberty


‘Lady Liberty’ is NYC’s most enduring icon, her torch shining high above New York Harbor since 1886. A one-woman welcoming committee for millions of immigrants, Liberty Enlightening the World (her official name) has become an international symbol of freedom, justice and opportunity.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Statue Cruises is the only company that sells tickets to Liberty Island and Ellis Island; the box office operates inside Castle Clinton. Book online in advance to avoid queues.
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Scan this QR code for ticket prices and opening hours.



Visit the Museum

Start your journey beside Battery Park’s Castle Clinton, where crowds congregate for the 15-minute ferry ride to Liberty Island. Expect airport-style security screenings at the boarding station, with 30–90 minute lines during summer’s high season. Grab a seat by the lower level’s windows or on the upper level’s railings for views of Governors Island, the Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge and Manhattan’s jagged skyline.

Once on land, step into the island’s free museum for a riveting island introduction. The statue’s original torch, removed in 1984, is the visual pièce de résistance, while the most engaging exhibit digs into the statue’s hypocrisy. In 1886, ‘universal liberty’ was a dream deferred for many Americans: women didn’t have the right to vote and African Americans suffered through racist government policies during post–Civil War reconstruction. Even today, America maintains a complicated relationship with Lady Liberty’s lofty ideals.

Gaze at the Goddess

While staring at Lady Liberty’s sea-green copper sheen, consider the fantastic feats it took to bring her to America. Designer Frédéric-Auguste Bartholdi’s 450,000lb giantess was constructed in Paris between 1881 and 1884 with help from French engineer Alexandre Gustave Eiffel (of the eponymous tower) using 300 copper sheets, each about 7.8ft wide. She was transported to New York across the treacherous Atlantic in 214 crates, reassembled from 350 pieces over four months then placed on a granite pedestal designed by architect Richard Morris Hunt, bringing her total height to 305ft.
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Climb into the Crown

If you want to see the harbor from Lady Liberty’s crown, reserve tickets four to six months in advance. This hike isn’t for the faint of heart: visitors climb roughly 20 stories – which includes 215 steps to the pedestal and an additional 162 steep spiral steps to the headpiece. The view is worth the workout: from here, you can see the grand dame’s copper tablet, which reads ‘July 4, 1776’ in Roman numerals (America’s Independence Day).


LUNCH BREAK

The island’s 12-acre expanse is manicured with flowers, trees, picnic areas and waterside walkways. Pack a light lunch to enjoy on-site – and skip the expensive concessions.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Follow Immigrant Footsteps at Ellis Island


Ellis Island was America’s immigration epicenter from 1892 to 1924, welcoming 12 million foreigners into New York City and beyond. Today, approximately 40% of the US population descends from those hopeful newcomers – indelible pieces of a cultural quilt that form the nation’s fabric.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Head to the lobby to check the schedule for free tours and screenings of the 35-minute film Island of Hope, Island of Tears, then pick up a free audio guide.
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Scan this QR code for ticket prices and opening hours.



An Elaborate Introduction

Traveling to Ellis Island begins as it did for many immigrants – on the water. The 27.5-acre plot of land is only accessible via ferry, which leaves from Battery Park and docks at Liberty Island before sailing another 15 minutes to the National Immigration Museum. Get your camera ready: the trip from Liberty Island is particularly scenic.

Once on solid ground, ponder the imposing Main Building (pictured) before you. After the original wood structure burnt down in 1897, architects Edward Lippincott Tilton and William Boring designed a beaux arts compound to impress New York’s first-time arrivals. Copper-topped domes frame triple-arched entrances with Flemish bond brickwork trimmed in limestone. For many immigrants landing in America, this was the most ornate (and potentially intimidating) architecture they’d ever encountered.

Understanding the USA

Immerse yourself in the complex tapestry of US immigration prior to Ellis Island’s debut in ‘Journeys: The Peopling of America, 1550–1890’. This exhibit traces the movement of people to and through the USA as they built the blocks of the nation’s foundation. Stories of displaced Native Americans, enslaved Africans and optimistic immigrants illuminate America’s ongoing struggles with identity.
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An Immigrant’s Point of View

On the Main Building’s 2nd floor, you can walk ‘Through America’s Gate,’ an exhibition chronicling the step-by-step process for newly arrived immigrants on Ellis Island. Begin in the 338ft-long Registry Room, where thousands of hopefuls once gathered daily to wade through the tape of American bureaucracy. From here, wander through halls to learn about medical and legal inspections necessary to gain admittance to the USA, including the 29 questions that would determine a person’s future.

While 98% of immigrants eventually made it into the country, 2% of people faced the personal and financial pain of rejection – which could account for over 1000 travelers per month. Take a moment to examine pieces of salvaged walls, scrawled on by immigrants as they awaited their fate.


DEEP DIVE

If you have ancestors who came through Ellis Island, head to the American Family Immigration History Center to find their records with the help of research assistants.





TOP EXPERIENCE

See NYC from One World Trade Center


This 16-acre campus is a symbol of NYC’s resilience. Reflect at the National September 11 Memorial and Museum, a somber tribute honoring victims of the deadliest terror attack on US soil, and wow at the view from One World Observatory – a testament to the city’s post-9/11 recovery.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Pre-purchase tickets for One World Observatory and the 9/11 Museum to avoid long queues, and consider arriving early to beat the crowds. Sunsets at the observatory are particularly busy.
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Scan this QR code to purchase One World Observatory tickets.



Fly Above New York

Soaring 1776 ft into the air, One World Trade Center (aka Freedom Tower) is a shimmering glass spectacle with edges that form triangles stretching across 104 floors. The building is impressive from below, but wait until you reach the observation decks on levels 100 to 102. Floor-to-ceiling windows showcase a 360-degree panorama with arresting views of all five boroughs and three adjoining states. If you need help naming landmarks, interactive mobile tablets programmed in multiple languages are available, and are included in a combo ticket for a well-spent $10 extra.

Honor the Fallen

Lower Manhattan’s hustle-bustle grinds to a halt at the National September 11 Memorial and Museum, where visitors pause in silence around two massive pools built within the footprints of the fallen towers. Sheets of water pour around the rims, cascading 30ft into a central void. Names of the 2983 people lost in the 2001 terror attack and 1993 World Trade Center car bombing can be found on bronze panels flanking the pools. Over 400 oaks stand like soldiers around the memorial, along with one Callery pear tree – known as the ‘Survivor Tree,’ which managed to escape destruction and stands as a symbol of strength.
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Visit the Museum

The adjacent museum, designed to resemble a collapsed tower, shepherds visitors from street to bedrock level, where they can experience 9/11’s intense trauma through a collection of artifacts, photos, videos and remnants from the destroyed buildings. Exploring the 110,000-sq-ft exhibition space can be a visceral – and overwhelming – emotional journey.

Although it does a yeoman’s job memorializing the tragic events, there’s been fair criticism that the museum monetizes grief (there’s an on-site gift shop) and fails to provoke thoughtful dialogue about sociopolitical matters preceding and following the attack. Still, the subterranean tomb provides a powerful look at stories of loss, bravery and hope. Purchase timed tickets at 911memorial.org in advance to avoid long lines.


QUICK BREAK

Head across the West Side Highway to Brookfield Place (high-end retail) for quick bites from food counters at Le District (French gourmet; 1st floor) or Hudson Eats (local chains; 2nd floor).





TOP EXPERIENCE

Stroll the Brooklyn Bridge


When this marvel of modern engineering opened in 1883, it was the world’s first steel suspension bridge and the first land link between Manhattan and Brooklyn, spanning 1596ft across the East River. Take the free, breeze-buffeted journey for soul-stirring views atop this Gilded Age icon.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Expect large, slow-moving crowds – particularly in good weather. For a fast (though less scenic) shot across the river, cycle along the two-lane bike path beneath the pedestrian walkway.
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Scan this QR code for a short Brooklyn Bridge documentary on PBS.



Admire the Architecture

Longer NYC bridges have since snatched the spotlight, but this 1-mile-plus journey still inspires awe. Its elevated pedestrian path is like an open-air cathedral. Granite stones form neo-Gothic arches that point toward the heavens, and at sunset the latticework of steel-wire cables evokes stained glass. Reach the bridge’s apex for picture-perfect frames of Manhattan’s skyscrapers and Brooklyn’s waterfront.

Consider the Construction

An estimated 27 people died during the 14-year construction process, including designer John Roebling, who contracted tetanus after his foot was crushed at Fulton Landing in the early stages of work. His son, Washington Roebling, took the baton, only to battle the bends (decompression sickness) and become bedridden after toiling away in underwater caissons used to excavate the riverbed for the bridge’s towers. His wife, Emily, supervised most of the construction and became the first person to cross the bridge, holding a rooster as a sign of victory.

Choose Your Path

The Brooklyn Bridge’s Manhattan entrance is directly off City Hall Park, and the Brooklyn side has two exits. The first leads to Brooklyn Bridge Park in Dumbo; the second ends where leafy Brooklyn Heights meets gritty Downtown Brooklyn.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Explore the Sites at South Street Seaport


Manhattan’s historic trading port has come a long way since Hurricane Sandy flooded its cobblestone streets in 2012. In the storm’s aftermath, real estate developers swooped in and transformed these 4 acres into the center of Lower Manhattan’s urban renaissance. Spend a few hours steeping in the surrounds.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

See the seaport from a sailor’s point of view by booking a 90-minute ride on the Clipper City, a replica of a 19th-century schooner docked at Pier 17 (manhattanbysail.com).
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Scan this QR code to peruse local businesses and practical information.



Seafaring Stories

Begin by brushing up on Manhattan’s maritime beginnings at the South Street Seaport Museum. This area was home to the city’s principal port until the Civil War, and its streets still showcase 18th- and 19th-century architecture from its heyday.

Modern Markets

You won’t find the seaport’s fish market and brothels of yore, but modern merchants still sell top-grade goods. New York bookstore chain McNally Jackson is a word-nerd wonderland and Mûre + Grand’s flower-power threads are a ray of sunshine. It’s worth scheduling a trip around the Hester Street Fair (hesterstreetfair.com), Pier 17’s summer weekend pop-up, where vendors sell vintage thrift clothes, handmade jewelry and other uber-cool knickknacks.

Sip and Snack

Break up the shopping by imbibing at bars along the piers. In the Tin Building, an upscale food emporium fit for all tastes, it’s possible to hop around specialty counters for wine, beer and cocktails. At Pier 17’s Pearl Alley, you can grab a negroni while gawking at Brooklyn. There’s no shortage of fabulous food, either, with Carne Mare (Italian chophouse) and House of the Red Pearl (Chinese) topping the list.



EXPERIENCES

Bike Around Manhattan’s TipCycle tour

Thanks to 1500+ miles of bike lanes, cycling is one of the fastest and most efficient ways to navigate NYC – and in Lower Manhattan, a 3-mile stretch tracing the island’s southern tip also happens to be exceptionally scenic. You can zoom along this path in under 30 minutes, but between stops for food, shopping and views, this can quickly turn into a half-day affair. Before hitting the road, fuel up at the Tin Building, a two-floor food hall hocking picnic-ready treats. From here, a two-way bike lane glides beneath FDR Dr. Follow the path south along the East River toward the Whitehall Ferry Terminal, then curve west to reach the Battery, a serene spot to pause and appreciate waterfront views and manicured gardens. As the trail swerves north, it connects with the Hudson River Greenway – a picturesque 13-mile paved ribbon that links to Inwood. Park your bike around Brookfield Place, a posh retail-and-food palace, to enjoy the rest of your adventure on foot.

Get Lucky at Bowling GreenPark and sculpture

Offline map Google map

Bowling Green’s tiny grass-and-gravel patch is far more important than its size lets on. Legend says this is where the Dutch ‘purchased’ the island ‘Manahatta’ from the indigenous Lenape for an obscenely low sum in 1626. It also holds the distinction of being NYC’s first public park, established in 1733. While the wood benches and London Plane trees make this a pretty pit stop, the real reason to visit is for the 7000lb Charging Bull statue nearby, installed in 1989 as a piece of guerrilla art by sculptor Arturo Di Modica to celebrate the strength and vitality of America’s economy. It’s now a permanent city fixture that supposedly brings financial prosperity...as long as you rub its bronze testicles.


Choose Your Ride

Citi Bike, NYC’s ubiquitous bike-share program, offers day passes ($19 per day for unlimited 30-minute rides), which allow users to unlock bikes at one station and drop them off at any other station around the city. This option is most convenient for short, quick trips. You can purchase day passes at station kiosks, but download the Citi Bike app for a better user experience. Blazing Saddles, a rental company with a South Street Seaport outpost, offers one-hour rentals ($10) and full-day rentals (from $28). A rental is best for longer rides where you can stop and explore at your leisure.



Appreciate an Indigenous Museum’s ArchitectureNative history



This National Museum of the American Indian Offline map Google map, located inside Cass Gilbert’s 1907 Customs House, is a visual feast. The beaux arts exterior acts as an appetizer, decorated with Corinthian columns and guarded by four female statues representing Asia, America, Europe and Africa. The museum’s exhibits are the main course, showcasing native art throughout the Americas while exploring indigenous life from ancient to contemporary times. A stunning rotunda serves as dessert, sprinkled with nautical murals from the 1930s and topped with a 140-ton skylight. The tastiest part? Entrance is free.

Saunter Through the BatteryPark tour

Spilling across 25 acres of Manhattan’s southern tip, Battery Park Offline map Google map is a tranquil retreat from FiDi’s busy streets. Meandering footpaths and a protected bike lane skirt perennial gardens, open fields and a scenic stretch of waterfront. While wandering about, you’ll pass scores of monuments – including the Netherlands Monument (a flagstaff commemorating Peter Minuit’s mythic purchase of Manhattan for the Dutch) and the American Merchant Mariners’ Memorial, inspired by a photograph of victims from a WWII submarine attack. Castle Clinton Offline map Google map, built in 1811, stands at the park’s center. Over the years, this sandstone fortress has been a military stronghold, immigration center and even an aquarium. It now serves as the takeoff point for trips to the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. If you’ve got little ones in tow, bee-line for the SeaGlass Carousel Offline map Google map, where visitors sit atop giant fish to spin around a glass-and-steel pavilion (seaglasscarousel.nyc). Pair it with the neighboring Playscape – an artistically imagined jungle gym – for a kid-friendly afternoon.

Float on the Hudson RiverPier hopping

Hudson River Park is a 550-acre recreational ribbon with leafy footpaths and elegant piers stretching along Manhattan’s west side. Tribeca’s Pier 26 Offline map Google map is the only pier dedicated to river ecology, and Pier 25 Offline map Google map is the park’s longest – a 985ft destination for outdoor activities. Visit on a sunny weekend afternoon to connect with Manhattan’s boat-fueled beginnings.


Start by admiring Pier 26’s gardens to see native plants people would’ve encountered prior to industrialization. If you’d prefer to see the city from a cormorant’s point of view, kayak on the Hudson for 20 minutes with Downtown Boathouse’s Offline map Google map free, first-come-first-served program (May to October; downtownboathouse.org). Continue the boat bonanza aboard the Lilac Offline map Google map, America’s only surviving steam-powered lighthouse tender, at Pier 25. Built in 1933 and decommissioned in 1972, it’s now a floating museum, open for weekend tours (May to October).

End your Pier 25 visit on the Sherman Zwicker – a 1942 schooner-turned-seafood restaurant called Grand Banks Offline map Google map. Arrive before sunset to snatch a waterside table. Reservations on crewny.com.

Dive into NYC’s Port-Side PastMaritime museum



New York’s maritime history gets first-class treatment at the pay-what-you-wish South Street Seaport Museum Offline map Google map, spanning several restored brick buildings and four ships docked at Pier 16. The main space on Fulton St honors the city’s seafaring origins, while a 19th-century-style print shop on Water St sells NY-centric cards, books and stationery. The museum’s most exciting offerings, however, are floating in the East River. General admission includes tours of the Wavetree, a cargo vessel built in 1885, and the Ambrose, used as a floating lighthouse from 1908 to 1932. You’ll have to pony up $15 to $70 more to set sail on the neighboring schooner (May to October) or tugboat (Saturday and Sunday) – but both adventures, which whizz through New York Harbor, are well worth the cost.

Graze Around the Tin BuildingFood and drink

Offline map Google map

Celebrated chef and restaurateur Jean-Georges Vongerichten attracts epicurious crowds to this South Street Seaport marketplace (MAP: 44) with 53,000 sq ft of fastidiously curated food counters, sit-down restaurants and upscale pantry shops, plus a smattering of bars. Located on Pier 17, this glitzy gourmet palace is a far cry from its original incarnation as a wholesale seafood market, which operated from 1907 to 2005 (a fish counter at the entrance pays homage). Prices tend toward the high side – save the grocery shopping for elsewhere – but if you want a one-stop shop for fancy picnic fare and table service, this is the area’s best bet. After finding your food, head to a bench on Pier 17’s Offline map Google map north side to savor Brooklyn Bridge views.


Eye Art at Tribeca’s GalleriesFine art

New York’s cutting-edge art galleries are perpetually on the move. They occupied SoHo in the 1970s, the East Village in the 1980s, then Chelsea, the Lower East Side, Williamsburg and Bushwick. While these neighborhoods maintain their allure, none holds a candle to the scene exploding in Tribeca. Purchasing a piece from these dynamo dealers might cost a pretty penny, but perusing the galleries is free.

Walker St, with its Corinthian-columned, cast-iron buildings, serves as the neighborhood’s artsy center. Start from the west to find conceptual works at Bienvenu Steinberg & J Offline map Google map and contemporary pieces at Bortolami Gallery Offline map Google map. Further east is LOMEX, a haven for rising local talent located on the 3rd floor of 86 Walker St (named after the Lower Manhattan Expressway, a failed highway proposed by urban planner Robert Moses in the 1960s, that would’ve torn through SoHo and Chinatown). More galleries invite gazing on Lispenard, White, Franklin and Leonard Sts. Zigzag through the neighborhood and pop into places that catch your eye.



Peruse Tribeca’s Quirky ShopsSpecialty stores



Leave room in your suitcase for something special – it’s tough leaving these eccentric stores empty handed. Start at CityStore Offline map Google map, located in the regal Manhattan Municipal Building, for NY-style souvenirs you can’t find in key-chain-cluttered tourist shops. This is the only place to buy exclusive, city-licensed merchandise like authentic-looking taxi medallions and FDNY tees.


Next, head to Manhattan’s best murder business – the Mysterious Bookshop Offline map Google map. Bibliophiles sleuth around this purveyor of titles relating to crime and espionage. Rare first editions, collectibles and Sherlockania have kept this store alive since 1979.

Around the corner on Chambers St is Philip Williams Posters Offline map Google map, packed with roughly 100,000 printed pieces. Time flies while scanning museum-worthy stacks piled with vintage New Yorker covers, 19th-century advertisements and more. From here, walk 10 minutes north on Varick St to Playing Mantis Offline map Google map. This charming kids’ shop with handmade toys is a throwback to the analog past. Skipping between these shops covers roughly one mile – wear comfortable shoes for the journey.


Half-Shell History

Long before pizza became the cheap-eat treat for famished New Yorkers, a salty sea candy reigned supreme on the streets – oysters. Thick beds of the decadent aphrodisiacs lined the city’s estuaries, plucked by the indigenous Lenape, then pillaged by European colonizers. NYC earned a reputation as the world’s oyster capital, and some biologists estimate that New York Harbor contained half the world’s supply. But by 1927, pollution and overharvesting killed the masses of meaty mollusks. Today, Hudson River Park is dedicated to repopulating the defunct reefs: in 2021, 11.2 million larval oysters were successfully added to the Hudson River Park’s Estuarine Sanctuary.



Go Behind the Scenes in Lower ManhattanMovie tour



NYC is a silver-screen sensation and two of its biggest stars are Tribeca and FiDi. Wander around the area and you’ll find yourself retracing famous footsteps.

Begin at Hook & Ladder 8 Offline map Google map, a 1903 beaux arts fire station recognizable as the original Ghostbusters (1984) headquarters. Next, head south to the Odeon Offline map Google map – one of the neighborhood’s best brunch spots. The red neon sign made its on-screen debut in Bright Lights, Big City (1988) – a film adaptation of Jay McInerney’s 1984 novel. In the 1980s, tastemakers like Martin Scorcese and Andy Warhol gathered here to gab over favorites like steak tartare.

Once you’re satiated, hoof it to the steps of the New York County Supreme Court Offline map Google map, a granite temple from 1901 that has appeared in everything from 12 Angry Men (1957) to long-running TV crime drama Law & Order. If you’re looking to re-create iconic movie moments, leap to the Brooklyn Bridge – where singing sailors Gene Kelly and Frank Sinatra skip in On the Town (1949).


Naming Tribeca

From the mid-19th century to the mid-20th century, this area was a food-and-manufacturing hub known by names such as ‘Washington Market,’ the ‘Butter and Eggs District’ and the ‘Lower West Side.’ By the 1960s, companies had abandoned their buildings and artists took over, transforming light-filled lofts into bohemian studios. One group of artists, hoping to rezone the manufacturing district into a residential stronghold, dubbed themselves the ‘Triangle Below Canal Artists’ Co-op,’ named after the triangle formed by Canal, Church and Lispenard Sts. A newspaper report mistakenly used the term to refer to the entire trapezoidal neighborhood, and it stuck. And Tribeca’s artists? They were eventually priced out.



Honor the Museum of Jewish HeritageHistory museum

Offline map Google map

Weave your way through Jewish history at the world’s third-largest Holocaust museum, which explores Jewish life before, during and after the horrific 20th-century genocide. The six-sided building, overlooking Liberty Island from Battery Park City’s southern tip, symbolizes the Star of David. Its three interior floors explore aspects of Jewish identity, including 4000 first-person Holocaust accounts. For a post-exhibit meditation, amble around the Garden of Stones, an outdoor promenade where trees planted by Holocaust survivors bloom from boulders. Finish by celebrating New York’s Jewish culinary heritage at LOX, an on-site gourmet Kosher cafe. Entry is free on Thursdays from 4pm to 8pm.

Time Hop at Trinity ChurchArchitecture

Offline map Google map

This exquisite example of Gothic Revival architecture overlooks Wall Street’s west end as a regal remnant of 19th-century Manhattan. It’s hard to imagine while staring at its 281ft spire today, but Trinity Church was Manhattan’s tallest structure upon completion in 1846 (the original building burned down in 1776; a second was demolished in 1839). Walk through three sets of bronze doors, conceived by Richard Morris Hunt (responsible for the Statue of Liberty’s pedestal) to genuflect before the interior’s elaborate stained-glass windows, then tour Trinity Churchyard to pay respects to permanent residents like Alexander Hamilton, now a bona fide Broadway celeb.

The church also hosts a robust music program with afternoon concerts featuring jazz tunes and Bach suites. Check trinitywallstreet.org for an events schedule.

Consider the Symbol of US FinanceArchitecture



The New York Stock Exchange Offline map Google map (NYSE) is an icon of American capitalism and the anchor of FiDi. Visitors aren’t allowed inside, but the Roman-inspired architecture gives a wink to the Colosseum-style bloodbaths that must ensue between brokers on the trading floor. The main facade features six Corinthian columns and a pediment titled ‘Integrity Protecting the Works of Man.’ At the center, Integrity wears the winged cap of Mercury, god of commerce; she’s flanked by figures representing industry and production. Across the street stands the 4ft Fearless Girl statue, her arms akimbo. Initially a temporary installation, she defiantly holds her ground. Join her while staring at the American institution.

Stand with Washington at Federal HallArchitecture and museum

Offline map Google map

A bronze statue of George Washington gazes toward the NYSE from the steep steps of this Greek Revival stunner, built as a customs house in 1842 and modeled after the Parthenon. The allusion to Athens, birthplace of democracy, feels fitting for the site of New York’s 18th-century City Hall – where America’s first congress met, the Bill of Rights was constructed and George Washington was sworn in as America’s first president in 1789. Now a museum celebrating the nation’s early days, you can see replicas and remnants of the buildings that preceded the current structure, along with the bible Washington used during his inauguration. It’s worth peeking inside if only to gaze in awe over the opulent interior rotunda and its saucer dome. Admission is free.

Clink Glasses at Fraunces TavernFood and history

Offline map Google map

Raise a glass to America’s fore-fathers at this bar and restaurant, which opened as a saloon in 1762 and served as a political haunt for the likes of George Washington, Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr. In 1783, Washington bid his officers farewell in the 2nd-floor parlor following the British evacuation of New York. In 1804, Hamilton and Burr attended a gathering here one week before their deadly duel. These days, downstairs is for dining and upstairs is for peeping at 18th-century relics in an adjoining museum.


Who Hearts NY?

NYC fell on tough times in the 1970s. In an attempt to save New York’s tourism industry, graphic designer Milton Glaser was tasked with designing an inviting logo. While bumping along in the back of a cab, he scribbled an idea on an envelope. It read ‘I Love NY,’ with a rosy-red heart. (Spoiler alert: it caught on.) Since then, the design has been updated in moments of local duress, including Glaser’s ‘I love NY more than ever’ after 9/11. Most recently, the city introduced ‘We Love NYC’ as a post-pandemic panacea – much to the chagrin of the original’s fans.




Consider FiDi’s Contemporary ArchitectureArtistic transit hub



Staring at the Oculus Center Offline map Google map is like taking a Rorschach test: the soaring design could have dozens of interpretations. Whether you think it looks like a prehistoric ribcage, intergalactic spaceship or flying dove (as architect Santiago Calatrava intended), the construction is inarguably evocative. Perched above the World Trade Center’s mall-and-transit hub, you might come here to switch subway lines or shop at upscale chain stores, but the gleaming cream structure itself is a worthy destination. Constructed with 36,500 tons of steel and streaming with natural light, this is one of NYC’s most mesmerizing train stations, giving Grand Central and Moynihan a run for their money. (Upon completion, Calatrava cited Grand Central’s balconies overlooking the resplendent Main Concourse as inspiration.) Indoor passages to Eataly (tasty Italian) and Brookfield Place (lux retail and food counters) make it a sensible pit stop in inclement weather.

Spend an Afternoon on Staten IslandFerry ride

The ‘Forgotten Borough’ gets a bad rap for birthing three Jersey Shore cast members and the reality show Mob Wives but Staten Island is also responsible for the Wu-Tang Clan, the city’s largest forest preserve and enough pizza shops to make an Italian nonna blush. Sail across New York Harbor on the free ferry from Manhattan’s Whitehall Terminal Offline map Google map for an afternoon to remember.

The 25-minute cruise showcases sites like Lady Liberty and the Verrazzano-Narrows – New York’s longest suspension bridge. If you like your boat rides boozy, grab a beer from the on-ship concessions. Once the ferry docks at Staten Island’s St George Terminal Offline map, continue the maritime tour at the nearby National Lighthouse Museum Offline map. Each exhibit is a love letter to the structures and their keepers, including an impressive collection of 180 lighthouse models collected from 29 states. End the day with a trip to local craft beer purveyor Flagship Brewing Company Offline map before ferrying back to Manhattan.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Indulgent Restaurants

Manhatta $$$

Offline map Google map

Splurge on the tasting menu or sip cocktails bar-side – what’s most important are views from the 60th floor. 11:30am-2pm & 5-10:30pm Mon-Sat, to 9:30pm Sun

Tiny’s & the Bar Upstairs $$$

Offline map Google map

American classics get doused with modern pizzazz at this pretty-in-pink town house dating back to 1810 (clock the antique wallpaper and original tin ceilings). Hours vary

Delmonico’s $$$

Offline map Google map

Step through marble pillars, reputedly brought from Pompeii, for a night of dining with a Gilded Age pedigree at NYC’s oldest steakhouse. Noon-3pm & 5-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

French Bistros

Frenchette $$$

Offline map Google map

This trendy bistro’s mahogany-red banquettes and worn wood floors feel more Left Bank Paris than West Side Manhattan. Noon-10pm Mon-Fri, from 11am Sat, 11am-9:30pm Sun

Le Gratin $$$

Offline map Google map

Kitchen king Daniel Boulud brings Lyon to Lower Manhattan at this French restaurant on the ground floor of the Beekman hotel. 11:30am-10:30pm

Cheap Eats & Food Markets

Leo’s Bagels $

Offline map Google map

Hand-rolled gluten goodness topped with eggs or lox – though the lightly crisped bottom and chewy interior is perfect with a simple cream cheese schmear. 6am-4pm Mon-Fri, 7am-5pm Sat & Sun

Pearl Diner $

Offline map Google map

An unfussy, old-school, swivel-stool classic from the 1960s serving fluffy pancakes and nearly two dozen styles of burgers. 8am-4pm Mon-Fri, to 2pm Sat & Sun

Pisillo $

Offline map Google map

Tiny shop near the Brooklyn Bridge serving super-big Italian sandwiches. Eat yours in City Hall Park or jockey for seats alongside FiDi’s worker bees. 11am-8pm Mon-Fri, to 6pm Sat & Sun

Brookfield Place $$

Offline map Google map

Wander two fancy food courts at this retail space: Le District, a gourmet Francophile foodie marketplace, and Hudson Eats, a mess hall with popular-chain quick bites. Hours vary


Pasta

Locanda Verde $$$

Offline map Google map

Part the velvet curtains to find a chic-casual crowd clinking glasses at this Italian fine diner connected to the Greenwich Hotel. 5-11pm; breakfast, brunch and lunch hours vary

Breakfast & Brunch

Hole in the Wall $$

Offline map Google map

Order Aussie-style brunch fare (avocado toast, quinoa bowls, smoothies) from this reasonably priced local chain. 8:30am-4pm Mon-Fri, from 9am Sat & Sun
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Drinking

Craft Cocktails

Overstory

Offline map Google map

Perched on the 64th floor of an art deco skyscraper from 1932, this lofty lounge is best for marveling at the city’s sparkling lights. Reserve an outdoor table ($50 minimum). 5:45pm-midnight

Smith & Mills

Offline map Google map

Grab a seat inside this carriage house-turned-industrial cocktail bar. Don’t leave without a trip to the loo, housed in a 1902 cage elevator. 4-11pm Sun & Mon, to 1am Tue-Sat

Wine & Whiskey

Dead Rabbit

Offline map Google map

It’s tough to beat this three-floor bar named after a 19th-century Irish-American gang – the Irish coffee is an undefeated knockout. 11am-2am, to 3am Fri & Sat

Brandy Library

Offline map Google map

Order a sniffer from one of the 1500 bottles of brandy, cognac and whiskey lining the floor-to-ceiling shelves at this brown-spirit bastion. 4pm-midnight Mon-Wed, to 2am Thu-Sat

Terroir

Offline map Google map

Select from a list of over 80 wines at this unpretentious outpost for discerning oenophiles. The food menu is equally robust, with everything from salads to lasagna. Hours vary

Strong Coffee

Split Eights

Offline map Google map

Have it both ways at this bi-level hang, which acts as barista and bartender for buttoned-up crowds. Sip coffee until 3pm; loosen your necktie for evening cocktails. Hours vary
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Shopping

Fashionable Threads

Todd Snyder at the Liquor Store

Offline map Google map

The Tribeca location of this menswear brand dresses a 19th-century building in contemporary cool, with sophisticated essentials and lifestyle accessories.

Issey Miyake

Offline map Google map

Innovative sartorial style, sure, but it’s worth stepping inside to see the sculpture designed by Frank Gehry, which ripples across the ceiling like titanium ribbons.

Quirky Shops

Bowne & Co Stationers

Offline map Google map

This 18th-century print shop vet in South Street Seaport stocks vintage New York posters, cards, notepads, books and more.



WORTH A TRIP

Plan a Governors Island Getaway


Car-free, glamp-ready and laced with paths for strolling and cycling, Governors Island might be just a five-minute ferry ride from Manhattan’s southern tip, but energetically it’s worlds away. Get your thrills on this 172-acre pleasure pad, shaped like an ice-cream cone and sprinkled with activities to please all palates.




PLANNING TIP

For access to most of the island’s eateries, plan a weekend day trip from May through October. Adult ferry tickets cost $4; on weekends, all passengers ride free until noon.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information on island offerings.



Changing Landscapes

Governors Island has seen tremendous transformations since the indigenous Lenape fished here in the 1500s. It’s now 100 acres larger, bulked up in 1912 with debris from the Lexington Avenue subway excavation and decorated with architectural remnants from its two centuries as a military stronghold. Fort Jay and Castle Williams, completed in the early 19th century, are the most impressive structures, both of which served as prisons for Confederate soldiers during the Civil War. (Visit on weekends to tour the facilities.) In 2023, one of the island’s last parcels of undeveloped land went to Stony Brook University, which plans to build a campus focused on researching climate change solutions, expected to open in 2028.

Follow Your Passions

Art enthusiasts can spend an afternoon admiring mammoth outdoor sculptures, like the antique indigenous fruit trees populating Open Orchard, a living earthwork. Kids can get a thrill zooming down the city’s longest slide, a 57ft screamer found on the aptly named Slide Hill. If you want to catch some rays, head to Hammock Grove and kick back in one of the area’s 50 namesake swings. When hunger calls, you’ll find an answer at Liggett Terrace’s 
food trucks or a waterfront restaurant with New York Harbor views.

If you’re willing to drop some dough, this people’s park can become a glamorous getaway. Seasonal glamping tents by Collective Retreats (starting at $215 per night) make for unique New York slumber parties, and QC NY’s Roman-style spa (starting at $98) has a series of saunas and steam rooms, and a heated infinity pool where you can soak up city views.

[image: jpg]
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Cycle the Island’s Perimeter

Biking is an easier way to fit in all the sights. Cyclists can pedal around 7 miles of trails for panoramas of Lower Manhattan’s skyline, the Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge, and a Lady Liberty close-up. Rent wheels from Blazing Saddles (from $28 per day) or use one of three Citi Bike stations around the island.


QUICK BREAK

Bring lunch to Picnic Point and nosh next to Lady Liberty. You can also reserve a grill on the park’s website ($26) to spend an afternoon firing up a feast.






Explore

SoHo, Chinatown, Nolita & Little Italy

SoHo (South of Houston) and Nolita (North of Little Italy) dominate as Manhattan’s trendsetting epicenters, while Chinatown and Little Italy simmer with the nostalgia of far-off homelands. Walk around and you’ll see SoHo’s signature ornate cast-iron facades, but despite appearances, the area didn’t remain favorable for long, and by the early 20th century, it was called Hell’s Hundred Acres. Throughout its ups and downs, artists and immigrants have served as proud stewards, transforming these streets into pedestrian playgrounds.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-subwaygif]E Orientation

SoHo is bound north to south by Houston and Canal Sts, and east to west by Lafayette St and Sixth Ave. Nolita stretches east to Bowery. Chinatown bleeds into the surrounding neighborhoods but is generally bound east to west by Allen St and Broadway.

[image: icon-subwaygif]b Subway

Canal St is the main artery separating SoHo and Chinatown; it’s serviced east to west by the J/Z, 6, N/Q/R, A/C/E and 1 trains. Traffic ge ts congested around here – avoid cabs and buses.


THE BEST

Slurp soup dumplings, devour pork buns and watch a high-stakes mah-jongg game on a CHINATOWN FOOD TOUR.

Savor ricotta-crammed cannolis while walking down MULBERRY ST in the heart of Little Italy.

Spend an afternoon thumbing through clothing racks in SoHo and Nolita’s BOUTIQUES AND FLAGSHIP SHOPS.

Peek inside artist Donald Judd’s former Spring St home STUDIO for a serious case of real estate envy.





WALKING TOUR

See SoHo’s Artsy Side

Fashionistas lust over SoHo’s flagship stores today, but in the 1960s many New Yorkers considered the area a wasteland. By the 1980s, these creative crowds turned the neighborhood into NYC’s arty epicenter. Look beyond the storefronts to spot traces of SoHo’s stylish origins.


START

Mmuseumm

END

Elizabeth Street Garden

LENGTH

1.5 miles; two hours


[image: 11-soho-artsy-side-wt-pk-nyc10-jpg]




1 Tiny Art, Big Stories

Begin your tour in Cortlandt Alley, near SoHo’s southern border, and look for the doors of a former freight elevator – now the 36-sq-ft Mmuseumm. Each object on display is a visual poem chronicling the human experience. Hours are limited to Fridays and Saturdays between spring and winter, but a small window allows visitors to see the room 24/7.

2 Gallery View

Head next to cobblestoned Wooster St to see avant-garde art at the Jeffrey Deitch Gallery. This bicoastal art house was founded by its namesake dealer, who’s been involved in the SoHo art scene since the 1970s, fostering careers of big names like Kehinde Wiley and Shepard Fairey.

3 Serious Sketches

Step north to peruse pieces inside the Drawing Center, a nonprofit institute focused solely on drawings. Founded in 1977 as SoHo’s art scene took shape, this free-to-visit museum is now a neighborhood fixture. Expect everything from playful paperworks to the politically controversial, with past artists ranging from Michaelangelo to Marcel Duchamp and Richard Serra.

4 Hidden Dirt

Continue to the 2nd floor of 141 Wooster St to see artist Walter de Maria’s work: a room filled with 280,000lb of dirt. The New York Earth Room, on view since 1980, is a heady experience. The scent is akin to entering a damp forest; the sight of pure earth amid the concrete city is surprisingly moving. Open noon to 3pm and 3:30pm to 6pm, Wednesday to Sunday.

5 Sidewalk Carving

Watch where you step while walking over the northwest corner of Prince St and Broadway (outside Prada) and you’ll spot the work of sculptor Ken Hiratsuka, who carved roughly 40 sidewalks after moving to NYC in 1982. This design took about five hours of actual work, but its completion took two years (1983–84), as police patrols often disrupted Hirasuka’s illegal chiseling.

6 Sweets and Sculptures

Finish with a treat from retro sweets store Little Cupcake Bakeshop and savor it inside sculpture-strewn Elizabeth Street Garden.



WALKING TOUR

Eat Your Way Around Chinatown

The most rewarding way to visit Chinatown is through your taste buds. Steaming street stalls serve family recipes to international crowds. Skipping between shops is ideal for seeing the sights, which include dangling duck roasts, paper lanterns and simple storefronts where food comes first.



START

East Broadway Mall

END

Golden Steamer

LENGTH

1 mile; 1-2 hours
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1 Hidden Dumplings

Begin inside the East Broadway Mall – a largely abandoned shopping center beneath Manhattan Bridge. Look past the grungy vestibules and let your nose lead you downstairs to Fu Zhou Wei Zhong Wei Jia Xiang Feng Wei, which roughly translates to ‘the tastiest Fuzhou hometown-flavor restaurant.’ Order the steamed buns or dumplings and decide if the food lives up to the name.

2 Sights on the Street

Walk west on East Broadway, and you’ll see Manhattan’s beaux arts Municipal Building (completed in 1914) framed by rows of storefronts packed with fruits, fish and bobbing Buddha heads. Hook a right on Bowery to pass Doyers St on your way to Bayard St – a buzzy artery decorated with paper lanterns and twinkling lights.

3 Pineapple Buns

Next stop is Mei Lai Wah, famous for pineapple buns stuffed with roast pork. There’s often a line snaking outside this tiny grab-and-go shop. Once it’s your turn, place an order on the digital kiosk inside and watch as the kitchen staff prep shiny, glazed buns for ravenous hordes.

4 Dim Sum Dining

Next door to Mei Lai Wah is Deluxe Green Bo, a modest mess hall for delectable dim sum and noodles. Order the delicately wrapped soup dumplings, filled with soul-warming steamed broth.

5 Chinatown’s Park

Take a break from the food frenzy in Columbus Park, once a part of Five Points, NYC’s first tenement slums). Today, entering the leafy oasis is like a trip to Shanghai. Spy spirited mah-jongg meisters, slow-motion tai chi practitioners and aunties gossiping over homemade dumplings.

6 Rice Rolls

Follow Mulberry St north from the park and you’ll see the sign for Little Italy in the distance. Save NYC’s Italian kitsch for another time and walk along Canal to Elizabeth St, keeping an eye out for Yi Ji Shi Mo – a tiny, unassuming counter famous for rice rolls.

7 Bao Bun Dessert

End your food tour with Chinatown’s tastiest bao (steamed buns) at Golden Steamer’s Grand St location. Order the pumpkin – if they haven’t already run out.
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1Top Experiences

 Mulberry StreetE6

 ChinatownE8

 Doyers StreetF8




1Experiences

1Bloomingdale’sD5

2IF BoutiqueC6

3Donald Judd Home StudioD4

4Former NYC Police HeadquartersE6

5CoucouE5

6MamanE6

7ClicE5

8La Compagnie des Vins SurnaturelsE6

9Leslie-Lohman Museum of ArtC6

10SoHo Project SpaceC4

11Dominique Ansel BakeryB4

12Elizabeth Street GardenE4

13St. Patrick’s Old CathedralE4

14Museum of Chinese in AmericaE6

15Forsyth PlazaF7

16Mahayana TempleF7




5Eating

17Thai DinerE5

18Golden DinerF8

19Dr. ClarkE7

20RakuB3

21Saigon Vietnamese Sandwich DeliF5

22Prince Street PizzaE4

23Lombardi’sE5

24RoscioliB3

25Tacombi Fonda NolitaE3

26ATLAD2

27Butcher’s DaughterF5

28Buddha BodaiF8

29Jerrell’s Betr BrgrB5

30BalthazarD5

31Raoul’sB4

32ShukaB3

33Fong OnF8

34Di Palo’s Fine FoodsE6

35Little Cupcake BakeshopE4

36Keki Modern CakesE7

37Original Chinatown Ice Cream FactoryF8




6Drinking

38Ear InnA5

39Spring LoungeE5

40Fanelli CafeD4

41Milady’sC4

42JimmyB6

43Bar HugoA5

44The CrownF7

45Café IntegralF5

46Felix Roasting CompanyA5

47Alimama TeaE8




7Shopping

48R SwiaderD6

49OroboroE4

50Canal St MarketD6

51CorridorE3

52Saturdays NYCD5

53Alexis BittarD4

54Wing On Wo & CoF8

55The Hat ShopC4

56Olfactory NYCE3

57Atelier Beauté ChanelC4

58oo35mmE7

59Housing Works BookstoreD3

60McNally JacksonC4

61Rag & BoneD4

62SchottD6









TOP EXPERIENCE

Stroll Down Doyers Street


In a city dominated by an orderly grid, this curved block in Chinatown refuses to conform. Wander the 200ft-long outlier, which has transformed over centuries from a meandering stream to America’s deadliest block, and now to a favorite haunt for food and cocktails.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

If you plan to eat and drink your way down Doyers, arrive in the early evening (5:30pm), when both daytime and late-night businesses are open.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for Chinatown history on the Bowery Boys podcast.



Chinatown’s Roots

Named after Hendrick Doyer, an 18th-century Dutch immigrant who owned a distillery here, Doyers became the epicenter of Chinatown as it took shape in the late 1800s. (A careless street-sign painter apparently omitted the street’s original apostrophe.) By the end of the century, the street earned new monikers like ‘Murder Alley’ and the ‘Bloody Angle’ – references to its criminal activity. Throughout the early 20th century, warring tongs (Chinese gangs) attacked rivals by hiding behind the street’s sharp bend – a cause for concern among anyone visiting nearby tenement buildings packed with gambling parlors and opium dens. Today, it’s a peaceful pedestrian promenade – and instead of blood spatters, a large mural decorates the block.

Long-Lasting Flavors

Lean into the street’s culinary heritage by eating at Nom Wah Tea Parlor. It might look like an American diner from the front, but it’s actually the oldest dim sum place in town, dating back to the 1920s. Grab a seat at one of the red banquettes or counter stools and tick off what you want on the menu provided. Roast pork buns, Shanghainese soup dumplings, shrimp siu mai – it’s all finger-licking good. If you can’t get into the tea parlor (there’s often a line), you can still get a taste of Doyers history by dining at Chinese Tuxedo, a bi-level fine diner that housed the city’s first Chinese theater.
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Doyers After Dark

The opium dens of yore might be gone, but when the sun goes down, Doyers St is still Chinatown’s best place to let loose. If you want to sip sake or cocktails next to a neon pink dragon, head to Peachy’s – a bar underneath the Chinese Tuxedo. Apothéke, an apothecary-style mixology lounge a few steps away, is actually housed in a former opium den. Look for the ‘chemist’ sign with a beaker illustration above the doorway and grab a seat to watch skilled barkeeps work like careful chemists. Keep your visit on-theme by ordering the pineapple-cilantro spiced Sitting Buddha.


QUICK BREAK

Need a pick-me-up? Recharge at Artbean – an airy coffee shop that serves strong brews and sells art made by local creators, located on the street’s northern corner.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Escape to Italy on Mulberry Street


Over the past 50 years, Little Italy has shrunk from a big, brash boot to an ultraslim sandal – but if you skip down Mulberry St, the sight of gingham tablecloths prepped outside pasta shops will inspire nostalgia for the land of olive oil and wine.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Little Italy’s section of Mulberry St technically exists between Canal and Broome Sts, but remnants of its former glory linger all the way to Bleeker St.
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Scan this code for more info on September’s San Gennaro Festival.



When Little Italy was Big

Mulberry St, named after the mulberry trees that once lined its sidewalks, became synonymous with Italy in the late 19th and early 20th centuries as millions of Italian immigrants funneled into the country. By 1910, roughly 10,000 Italian Americans crammed themselves into a 2-mile radius of tenement buildings.

After World War II, the community began a mass exodus to Brooklyn, the suburbs and beyond. Soon, Chinatown expanded, swallowing pieces of Little Italy, and today, upscale boutiques have transformed the enclave into SoHo’s chic emulator. But wiping out the Italian heritage is hard: Mulberry St is practically soaked in red sauce.

Old Country Tastes

There’s no shortage of Italian restaurants on Mulberry, but remember to be discerning. There’s a lot of mediocre, overpriced food, and restaurant hawkers will try to lure you to their alfresco tables. Skip their spiels and head to authentic eateries loved by locals.

If you’re hunting for pizza perfection, nab a table at Rubirosa to scarf down whisper-thin pizza crust, smothered in vodka sauce and fresh mozzarella. Traditional Italian dishes delight at Grotta Azzurra, a staple since 1908 and once favored by Frank Sinatra. More American-Italian ghosts hang out at Umbertos Clam House. In 1972, crime boss Joey Gallo was shot and killed on-site; today, the only thing worth dying for here are the clams. For dessert, Ferrara Bakery hits the spot. Order a sweet ricotta-stuffed cannoli or gelato to savor street-side.
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September Celebration

Every September since 1926, Little Italy has honored the Patron Saint of Naples at the Feast of San Gennaro (pictured) – an 11-day festival on Mulberry St scented with fried dough, juicy sausages and meatball parms. Throughout the celebrations, the neighborhood returns to its red-white-green glory, overflowing with Italians who come ‘home’ to party.


ART DETOUR

Little Italy isn’t all food: check out the Little Italy Street Art Project to see murals by big-name artists splashed across the cityscape. (www.lisaprojectnyc.org/murals)






EXPERIENCES

Shop till You DropShopping

Soho and its surrounds burst at the seams with sartorial splendor. Spend an afternoon following NYC’s style fiends to the neighborhood’s trendiest shops. Start by strutting down Broadway for global chains from Adidas to Zara and everything in between – including Bloomingdale’s Offline map Google map, a department store beloved by big spenders. Zigzag west toward West Broadway to try on designer labels at spots like IF Boutique Offline map Google map, a SoHo fashion stalwart since 1978.

In Nolita, jewel-box boutiques sell unique threads, kicks and fragrances. Mott St is best for browsing, followed by Mulberry and Elizabeth. For fantastic street vendors, skip to the sidewalk stands on Prince St (between Mulberry and Mott) to buy handmade jewelry and art.

You don’t need to identify as a clotheshorse to enjoy the consumer ballet. Bookstores like McNally Jackson cater to the literati, and if you head to Canal St Market, you can choose between shopping and eating.

Serious shopaholics should consult the city’s in-the-know retail blogs for sample sales. Try thestylishcity.com to see what’s hot.

Peruse Art at Donald Judd Home StudioFine art

Offline map Google map

Enter this five-story, cast-iron building from 1870 for a fascinating glimpse into the life of late American artist Donald Judd. The minimalist maverick’s former home and studio, which he bought in 1968 for a now-unthinkable $68,000, is more art installation than crash pad, with modern works by Dan Flavin, Marcel Duchamp, Frank Stella and more on every floor. Guided tours run for roughly 90 minutes and must be booked online – tours often sell out a month in advance (juddfoundation.org).

Experience a Petite Piece of FranceFrench culture

Manhattan is packed with micro-neighborhoods that feel like foreign countries, including Midtown’s Little Brazil and Harlem’s Little Senegal – and on a jolie strip of Nolita, local businesses are vying to call their home ‘Little Paris.’ The heart of the French assemblage is Centre St between Broome and Grand Sts, where you can enjoy the block’s Parisian pleasures. Start by gazing at the former NYC Police Headquarters Offline map Google map at 240 Centre St – a 1909 belle epoque beauty modeled after Paris’s city hall. Across the street, you’ll see Coucou Offline map Google map– a French language school with one-off events like social clubs and dinner parties (visit coucoufrenchclasses.com). The same block is home to Maman Offline map Google map, a cafe and restaurant bringing South France to NYC, and Clic Offline map Google map, a concept store packed with contemporary art. Wine lovers will enjoy La Compagnie des Vins Surnaturels Offline map Google map for its international selections, including many French labels. After enjoying a Côtes Du Rhône, commemorate your visit with a photo of the area’s Little Paris sign.

See Big Hits Off-BroadwayTheater and cabaret

Broadway isn’t the only place to see great theater. See what’s playing at the Public Theater, a legendary Off-Broadway house founded in 1954 that launched some of New York’s biggest hits, including Hamilton in 2015. Today, you’ll find a lineup of new works and reimagined classics, with Shakespeare in heavy rotation. Speaking of the bard, the Public also stages star-studded Shakespeare in the Park performances during the summer – free, if you can get tickets (try the TodayTix lottery), and located in Central Park.

Next door is Joe’s Pub, named for Public Theater founder Joseph Papp. Part bar, part cabaret venue, this intimate space serves up top-shelf entertainers, ranging from downtown icon Joey Arias to Broadway’s biggest divas and heavy hitters like Adele. Take a chance on lesser-known names. Who knows? They might be New York’s next big thing. (Justin Elizabeth Sayer’s The Meeting, a queer-coded variety show, is a hoot.)

Go Gaga for Groundbreaking LGBTIQ+ ArtMuseum and gallery

Charles Leslie and the late Fritz Lohman started showcasing their gay-themed art collection from a SoHo loft in 1969 – an assemblage that rapidly expanded as they rescued works by dying artists during the 1980s AIDS pandemic. The Leslie-Lohman Museum of Art Offline map Google map is the world’s first museum dedicated to LGBTIQ+ themes, with over 25,000 pieces that span three centuries and include names like Keith Haring and Robert Mapplethorpe. Visit between Wednesday and Sunday to see themed shows and solo retrospectives.

If you’re curious about the local LGBTIQ+ art scene, see what’s happening at the SoHo Project Space Offline map Google map – a nearby basement gallery founded by Leslie and Lohman. Shows lean toward the erotic, often celebrating the male form. Pieces are usually for sale and generally affordable. (sohoprojectspace.com)



DOWNTOWN NOSTALGIA

Visit these haunts to resurrect downtown’s good old days.

Merchant’s House Museum

Tour this redbrick mansion, built in 1832 and purchased by merchant Seabury Treadwell three years later, for an authentic look at 19th-century mercantile life.

Chinatown Fair Family Fun Center

This arcade staple on Mott St has been going strong since 1940, delivering childhood sentimentality in the form of air hockey, Guitar Hero and Ms. Pac-Man.

New York City Fire Museum

Visit this kid-friendly firehouse from 1904 to see historic equipment like a horse-drawn firefighting carriage and a former four-legged hero from Brooklyn.



Bite into a Cronut at Dominique Ansel BakeryBakery

Offline map Google map

When it comes to sweet shops, Dominique Ansel Bakery is SoHo’s star. The petite butter-scented store rose to fame in 2013 after unveiling its famous cronut (a croissant-doughnut hybrid), which took NYC taste buds by storm. For years, it was common to see people waiting in hours-long lines just to try one. The lines aren’t as bad today, but you might miss out if you don’t arrive around opening at 8am. The bakery only makes a couple hundred cronuts per day.

Luckily, there are still plenty of creative French pastries on offer, including buttery kouign amann (Breton cake), cookie shots and the DKA – a caramelized croissant that’s eclipsed the cronut in popularity.

Search for Solitude in Elizabeth Street GardenArt park

Offline map Google map

Concrete-smacked SoHo and Nolita are largely devoid of green space, save for this hidden oasis between Prince and Spring Sts. It started in 1991, when an antiques dealer leased the abandoned lot from the city, added landscaping and sprinkled the acre of property with outdoor sculptures. Guarded by limestone lions, today this whimsical spot is a serene refuge for shop-weary New Yorkers. Grab a cup of Nicaraguan coffee from Cafe Integral, a short walk away, to sip in the shade of the trees while admiring stone statues. Visit while you can – the city has spent years battling the garden’s grass-roots community to pave paradise and put up an apartment building.

Tour 19th-Century CatacombsCemetery tour



It might be hard to believe while walking around commerce-crazed Nolita, but there’s a centuries-old cemetery hidden at its heart. The neighborhood’s permanent residents live at St Patrick’s Old Cathedral Offline map Google map (not to be confused with Midtown’s St Patrick’s Cathedral). The Gothic Revival basilica, built in 1815, was once the seat of religious life for the Archdiocese of New York and a vital community center for Irish Catholic immigrants. Guided tours of the site meander through an outdoor cemetery before descending to the church’s catacombs. Wander the underground chambers by electric candlelight to see the final resting place of bishops, European immigrants and notable 19th-century New Yorkers. The 90-minute tour grants visitors access to areas otherwise off-limits (takeawalk.com/old-cathedral-tours, $35). Fun fact: Director Martin Scorsese, whose film Gangs of New York depicts the area’s real-life 19th-century gangs, once served as an altar boy here.

Explore Local Culture at the Museum of Chinese in AmericaHistory museum

Offline map Google map

Learn about Chinatown’s history at the Museum of Chinese in America, where engaging permanent and temporary exhibitions shed light on Chinese American life, both past and present. The illuminating experience takes visitors on a visual history tour, starting with the first Chinese immigrants in the USA, and provides an intimate glimpse into topics like immigration, cultural identity and racial stereotyping. The museum is closed on Mondays and Tuesdays.

Spend a Summer Night in ChinatownNight market

Offline map Google map

For one Friday every month between May and September, nonprofit Think!Chinatown hosts a night market in Forsyth Plaza Offline map Google map at the gateway to the Manhattan Bridge. Wander around dozens of stands to try gastro goodies from local restaurants (mochi doughnuts, tofu custard and more) or check out booths showcasing traditional folk art crafts like paper cutting and sugar painting. Check out thinkchinatown.org/nightmarket for upcoming schedules.

Marvel at a Magnificent Urban TempleBuddhist temple

Offline map Google map

Chinatown is home to many Buddhist temples, though none match the magnificence of the Mahayana Buddhist Temple. Step inside and you’ll find a simple interior, dramatically upstaged by a magnificent 16ft golden statue of Buddha edged with offerings of fresh oranges, apples and flowers. The temple’s doors are guarded by two handsome golden lions as symbols of protection. The site wasn’t always so holy: before the temple’s 1997 opening, this was a movie theater showcasing adult films. Visit to meditate, light some incense or get your fortune read for a $1 donation. Dress appropriately (with shoulders and knees covered) to enter the space.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Diners with a Twist

Thai Diner $$

Offline map Google map

Big Apple goes Bangkok at this tiki temple: think classic NY diner retooled with Southeast Asian flavors. 11am-10:30pm Mon-Wed, to 11:30pm Thu-Sat, from 10am Sat & Sun

Golden Diner $$

Offline map Google map

A Manhattan Bridge haunt with surprising takes on greasy-spoon style. Most excitement comes from Asian influences – like the Thai tea tres leches and chicken katsu club. 10am-10pm Tue-Sun

Japanese & Vietnamese

Dr. Clark $$

Offline map Google map

Order sushi and jingisukan – Ghengis Khan-inspired barbecued lamb, cooked tableside – at this restaurant serving Hokkaido cuisine, beloved by Tokyo-type trendsetters. 6pm-2am

Raku $$

Offline map Google map

The minimalist design lets the important things shine: hot or cold udon (thick Japanese noodles), donburi (a rice-based dish) and gyoza – all affordable and filling. Noon-9:30pm Tue-Sun

Saigon Vietnamese Sandwich Deli $

Offline map Google map

Grab a traditional bánh mì sandwich at this cash-only, no-frills stop near the heart of Little Saigon – a micro-neighborhood within Chinatown. 7am-4pm Tue-Sun

Pizza & Pasta

Prince Street Pizza $

Offline map Google map

The red sauce, crispy bottom and doughy crust make it worth a slice – but is it worth the queue? Buyer’s choice. 10am-3am Sun-Tue, to midnight Wed, to 5am Thu-Sat

Lombardi’s $$

Offline map Google map

This Nolita institution claims to be America’s first pizzeria – it started serving Neapolitan-style, coal-fired pies in 1905. Noon-10pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Roscioli $$$

Offline map Google map

Upstairs is for laid-back à la carte Italian meals in deli-style surrounds. Downstairs is for the tasting menu, served in a wine cellar. 11am-3:30pm & 5-10pm Mon-Sat, 11am-6pm Sun

Tasty Tacos

Tacombi Nolita $

Offline map Google map

Festive lights, foldaway chairs, an old VW Kombi indoors: if you can’t make it to Yucatan, this Mexican chain’s Nolito outpost should be your Plan B. 11am-11pm

ATLA $$

Offline map Google map

Settle into this striking black-and-white restaurant with a mezcal negroni and order classic Mexican dishes elevated to the echelon of fine dining. Noon-11pm Mon-Sat, 11am-9pm Sun


Veggie Delights

Butcher’s Daughter $$

Offline map Google map

The butcher’s daughter has rebelled, peddling fresh, herbivorous fare in her whitewashed cafe. Order a Goddess of Green juice to ‘cheers’ her plant-based plates. 8am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat

Buddha Bodai $

Offline map Google map

Chinatown’s unfussy go-to for vegetarian and certified kosher cuisine, serving classic Cantonese flavors. Dim sum is served until 4pm; BYOB. 11am-9:15pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun

Jerrell’s Betr Brgr $

Offline map Google map

Order a vegan burger and waffle fries from this fast-food counter on Sixth Avenue, then munch away in Spring St Park. 11am-12:30am Sun-Thu, to 3:30am Fri & Sat

Bistros & Brunch

Balthazar $$$

Offline map Google map

It’s been SoHo’s bistro king since 1997 with an uplifting Paris-meets-Manhattan ambience and the something-for-everyone menu. 8am-midnight Mon-Fri, from 9am Sat & Sun

Raoul’s $$$

Offline map Google map

Cool kids started lining up for these French bistro classics in 1975. Order the peppercorn-crusted burger with Saint-André cheese, but know they often sell out. 5-11pm, 11am-2:30pm Sat & Sun

Shuka $$

Offline map Google map

If you can’t get into Chelsea’s Shukette, try its SoHo sibling – a popular spot for weekend brunches thanks to tasty Mediterranean plates and sun-drenched dining rooms. Hours vary

Family-run Food Markets

Fong On $

Offline map Google map

Owner Paul Eng carries on his family’s legacy at this soy-stocked food counter, initially opened in 1933, serving tofu pudding that’s savory, sweet or plain. 11am-7pm Tue-Sun

Di Palo’s Fine Foods $

Offline map Google map

Get a ball of NYC’s best mozzarella at this fourth-generation specialty market, open since 1910, or head to the adjoining wine bar. 9:30am-5pm

Cakes & Ice Cream

Little Cupcake Bakeshop

Offline map Google map

A retro bakehouse famed for its Brooklyn Blackout Cake – a chocolate confection invented by former chain Ebinger’s, honoring citywide blackouts during World War II. 8am-11pm

Keki Modern Cakes

Offline map Google map

Competition for NY’s best cheesecake isn’t stiff – it’s jiggly. Bounce into this sugar shop for Japanese-style cheesecakes and cream puffs stuffed with flavors like ube and pistachio. Noon-7pm

Original Chinatown Ice Cream Factory

Offline map Google map

Chinatown’s favorite ice-cream peddler keeps it local with flavors like pandan, durian and lychee sorbet. Noon-9pm Mon-Fri, 11am-10pm Sat & Sun
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Drinking

Retro Dives

Ear Inn

Offline map Google map

See what SoHo was like before the fashionistas took over at this old-guard drinking den in an 18th-century house built for James Brown, George Washington’s African aide. Noon-4am

Spring Lounge

Offline map Google map

It peddled buckets of beer during Prohibition and became a gambling den in the ’60s. Today, it’s best known for stuffed sharks and all-night revelry. 8am-4am Mon-Sat, from 10am Sun

Fanelli Cafe

Offline map Google map

Originally a saloon from 1847, this cafe is a portal to SoHo’s past. Nab the corner table looking down Prince and Mercer Sts to be the envy of TikTok. 11am-late

Milady’s

Offline map Google map

This is the second iteration of a decades-old dive – classed up with craft cocktails, but relaxed enough to have jello shots on the menu. 4pm-midnight Mon, from noon Tue-Sun, to 2am Fri & Sat, to midnight Sun

Rooftop Cocktails

Jimmy

Offline map Google map

In summer, tipsy patrons spill onto the open deck atop the ModernHaus SoHo hotel’s sky-high hang with fantastic views. 5pm-1am Wed, to 2am Thu-Sat, to 10pm Sun

Bar Hugo

Offline map Google map

Wave to New Jersey from the Hotel Hugo rooftop lounge, where weekday happy hour lasts until 8pm. Views this good don’t often come with a discount. 5pm-midnight Tue-Sat

The Crown

Offline map Google map

Soar to the 21st floor of Chinatown’s Hotel 50 Bowery, where two rooftop patios and a lounge showcase intoxicating skyline scenery. 4pm-midnight Mon-Thu & Sun, to 2am Fri & Sat

Coffee & Tea

Cafe Integral

Offline map Google map

Charge up with a cup of Nicaraguan coffee – best with a dash of the house-made nut milk – and get a bag of chocolate-covered espresso beans. 8am-4pm

Felix Roasting Company

Offline map Google map

Cafe culture goes Gilded Age at this west side joint fit for an Astor. Hold court in the back atrium, outfitted with a skylight and plants. 7am-10pm

Alimama Tea

Offline map Google map

Match vegan, gluten-free mochi doughnut flavors with cold-brewed tea and cream puffs at this munchkin-sized Bayard St cafe. 11am-8pm
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Shopping

Boutiques & Booths

 R Swiader

Offline map Google map

New York-based designer Raf Swiader creates his collection of gender-optional clothing in the basement below this versatile boutique, which doubles as a sleek salon.

Oroboro

Offline map Google map

If you like Free People, try this upscale-casual womenswear shop. Tables lined with handmade jewelry and home goods make the space feel like an art gallery.

Canal St Market

Offline map Google map

Have it two ways at this SoHo-Chinatown border market. Noodles, rice rolls and pizza fill up one side; vintage wares, K-pop clothes and handmade jewelry decorate the other.

Corridor

Offline map Google map

Designer Dan Snyder went from being an intelligence contractor with the FBI to selling his menswear line of thick plaid button-downs and crocheted cardigans to laid-back urbanites.

Saturdays NYC

Offline map Google map

SoHo’s version of a surf shop, with fashion-literate threads. Once you’re styled up, grab a coffee from the in-house espresso bar and hang in the back garden.

Fashionable Accessories

Alexis Bittar

Offline map Google map

Brooklyn-born Bittar started selling his signature Lucite jewelry on the streets of SoHo in the 1980s. Browse his A-lister boutique designed by Tony Award–winning set designer Scott Pask.

Wing On Wo & Co

Offline map Google map

Founded in the 1890s, this is Chinatown’s oldest continually operating store. Browse shelves lined with porcelain treasures like kitchen accessories and jewelry.

The Hat Shop

Offline map Google map

This milliner has held onto its SoHo storefront since 1995 thanks to an enticing mix of high-art headwear ranging from Great Gatsby glam to regal royal wedding.

Cosmetics & Scents

Olfactory NYC

Offline map Google map

Unlike most perfumeries in Nolita’s unofficial fragrance district, this bespoke scent shop allows visitors to craft a signature style with the help of a ‘Scentologist.’

Atelier Beauté Chanel

Offline map Google map

Book a small-group makeup happy hour ($55) to sip champagne while picking the perfect shade of lipstick. Shoppers can try products for free before making purchases.

oo35mm

Offline map Google map

Dewy-skinned serum seekers consider this slender 2nd-floor shop a beauty nirvana, with a small but exquisitely curated selection of cosmetics.

Book Bastions

Housing Works Bookstore

Offline map Google map

Buy secondhand books, vinyl and comics for a good cause (proceeds go to New York’s low-income population affected by HIV and AIDS) or sit in the on-site cafe.

McNally Jackson

Offline map Google map

Bustling indie MJ’s newest location, unveiled in 2023, stocks an excellent selection of magazines and books covering fiction, food, architecture, design, history and kid’s lit.

Big Name Brands

Rag & Bone

Offline map Google map

This global men-and-women’s retailer started in NYC, selling understated basics that never go out of style, like white tees and denim, all elegantly tailored.

Schott

Offline map Google map

What do Marlon Brando, the Ramones and James Dean have in common? They all wore leather jackets from this NYC-based company, going strong since 1913.




Explore

East Village & Lower East Side


These neighborhoods are where all the cool stuff happened. Here’s where the Beat Generation gravitated in the 1950s and the hippies came in the ’60s; where in the ’70s CBGB kick-started the careers of punk and new-wave musicians like the Ramones, Blondie and Television. This remains Manhattan’s most eclectic, creative and funky place to be. These districts are also integral to NYC’s multicultural melting pot, home to successive waves of immigrant communities, remnants of which linger around every corner.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-subwaygif]E Orientation

Houston St (pronounced ‘How-ston’) is the neighborhood dividing line: East Village is above Houston; Lower East Side (LES) is below it.

[image: icon-subwaygif]b Subway

For the East Village, take the L to First or Third Aves, the 6 to Astor Pl or the F to Second Ave. For the Lower East Side, take the B/D to Grand St or the F or J/M/Z to Delancey-Essex Sts.

[image: icon-bus]g Bus

The M14, M21 and B39 buses run along 14th, Houston and Delancey Sts, respectively.


THE BEST

Witness the cramped living quarters of 19th-century immigrants at the TENEMENT MUSEUM.

Pop into experimental art galleries, chic boutiques and an old-school corset shop along ORCHARD STREET.

Peek inside lush community gardens and hip cocktail dens around ALPHABET CITY.

Walk in the footsteps of anarchists and beatniks along ST MARKS PLACE, then hang with the locals at TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK.





WALKING TOUR

Stroll Through Jewish History

In the 19th and 20th centuries, about two million Jews left Europe for the USA in response to anti-Jewish sentiment and pogroms – and about 75% of them ended up in NYC. Most settled around the Lower East Side’s tenements, which became the capital of Jewish life in America.



START

E 10th St & Second Ave

END

Museum at Eldridge St

LENGTH

1.7 miles; 2½ hours
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1 Yiddish Walk of Fame

Look for faded stars in the pavement on E 10th St and Second Ave’s southeast corner to spot names of Jewish thespians who thrived here pre-WWII. Back then, Second Ave was known as ‘Yiddish Broadway.’ Clock the Chase Bank that takes up the corner – it was once a Jewish deli.

2 Bubby’s Favorite Dishes

Slip inside B&H Dairy, a slender greasy spoon open since the late 1930s, for a taste of a time when Second Ave was the land of milk and honey. Polish Catholic Ola Abdelwahed now runs the Jewish Kosher luncheonette with her Muslim Egyptian husband Fawzy, churning out Yiddish comfort classics (blintzes, matzo ball soup), arguably better than a bubby.

3 Nosh on Knishes

Save some appetite for Yonah Schimmel’s Knish Bakery, which started selling its namesake Jewish dough pockets from a Coney Island pushcart in the 1890s. By 1910, the store had opened here, where it now sells knishes stuffed with potatoes, cabbage, spinach, blueberry cheese and more.

4 Splendid Synagogues

Knish in hand, walk east to Angel Orensanz – the city’s oldest still-standing synagogue. A century ago, the Lower East Side made use of over 300 ‘prayer spaces’ – and while some remain religious, many have transformed. This Gothic revival building, built in 1849 and modeled after Germany’s Cologne Cathedral, was abandoned from 1974 until 1986 when Spanish sculptor Angel Orensanz converted it into a multiuse event venue.

5 Bialystok’s Dough Babies

Continue down Essex St to Kossar’s Bagels & Bialys, serving Jewish baked goods since 1936. There are better bagels in town, but the bialys are unbeatable. The doughy roll, indented for fillings like onions or garlic, is a Bialystok, Poland, original.

6 Holy Architecture

End at the Museum at Eldridge Street, a landmark synagogue built in 1887 and the center of Jewish life for decades. The high-ceilinged sanctuary must have felt like a reprieve for the tenement-dwelling neighborhood residents of yore. Join a docent-led tour to appreciate the stunning stained glass (added in 2010) or explore on your own.
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EXPERIENCES

Explore the Tenement Life of ImmigrantsLiving museum



Stand in one of the tenement apartments alongside eight or 10 fellow visitors on the popular tours at the Tenement Museum Offline map Google map, and you’ll get an idea of what it was like living in these cramped quarters. Depending on which tour you choose, a docent will lead you through various rooms of the historically restored buildings and tell you the stories of people who lived there in the 19th and 20th centuries. The ‘Tenement Women: 1902’ tour, for instance, will take you into the small three-room apartment of the Levine family – where Jewish immigrant Jennie Levine managed the household while her husband ran a garment factory in the front room. Other tours explore the stories of immigrants from Germany, Puerto Rico, Italy and China, among other places, who lived here at various points. Tours are the only way to experience the museum, and they sell out daily, so book tickets in advance. Also, make sure to browse the museum shop for great NYC-themed gifts.

Order the Pastrami Sandwich at Katz’s DelicatessenJewish deli

Offline map Google map

Eating a pastrami sandwich on rye bread is one of those quintessential NYC experiences, and Katz’s (established 1888) is THE place to do it. This kosher-style deli has all the trappings – neon signs, table seating, gruff but kind-hearted staff and usually a line out the door. (Movie buffs: this is where Meg Ryan faked her famous orgasm in the 1989 film When Harry Met Sally.) Get a ticket when you walk in and proceed to the various counters to order your meal. Keep that ticket to pay after you eat. You might be surprised by the prices, but the sandwiches are huge and best shared.

If pastrami’s fat and salt content proves appealing, consider turning this into a tour: Pastrami Queen and 2nd Ave Deli serve knockouts on the Upper East Side, and for a leaner meat, sample the pastrami-cured salmon at Russ & Daughters, a stone’s throw from Katz’s. After tasting the sandwiches, decide which meaty pile is tops.


READ THE IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE

Take a deeper dive into the immigrant experience through fiction. Standout novels include Chang Rae Lee’s Native Speaker, about a Korean immigrant’s struggle to become what he thinks makes a ‘true American’; Colm Toibin’s Brooklyn, about a young Irish immigrant in Brooklyn in the mid-1900s; and How the García Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez, about a family uprooted from their home in the Dominican Republic and adjusting to life in 1960s New York.



People-Watch at Astor PlaceNeighborhood nexus

Offline map Google map

With its pedestrian plazas and small park, Astor Pl is a popular meeting point. There are sometimes performances and live musicians in the triangle, as well as a seasonal green market. Check out the northbound entrance to the Astor Pl subway: it’s a re-creation of one of the original cast-iron IRT entrance kiosks. The short street was named after fur trader John Jacob Astor, the city’s first millionaire, and was once the home of the Astor Opera House. The notorious Astor Place Riot happened here in 1849 over a production of Shakespeare’s Macbeth, essentially pitting working-class Americans and Irish immigrants against the British elites, after English actor William Macready had been chosen to play Macbeth rather than the well-known American actor Edwin Forrest.

Spin the CubeUrban art

The concrete plaza at the junction where Astor Pl, Lafayette St, Cooper Sq and East 8th St converge is best known for the steel sculpture called ‘The Cube’ (officially Alamo) by artist Tony Rosenthal. It weighs over 1800lb but, as you might witness, if you get a few people to lean into it, the cube revolves (slowly) on its axis. It was stuck for a few years, but thanks to a restoration in the summer of 2023, it’s a spinning spectacle again. Give it a push.

Feel the Pulse of St Marks PlaceStreet tour

Offline map Google map

This three-block-long strip of 8th St, between Astor Pl and Tompkins Square Park, has been a hallowed stomping ground for bohemian boundary-breakers like anarchist Emma Goldman, Beatnik Allen Ginsberg and punk queen Debbie Harry. The bar at 2 St Marks Pl was once the famous Five-Spot, where jazz fiend Thelonious Monk got his start in the 1950s. The Last of the Mohicans author James Fenimore Cooper lived at No 6. Look up at the buildings at 96 and 98 St Marks Pl and you might recognize them from the cover of Led Zeppelin’s Physical Graffiti album. While gentrification has softened its bite, there’s still some gritty flavor to savor. Skip past smoke shops and tattoo parlors, gobble inexpensive global eats and sidle up to the bar at drinking dens like speakeasy PDT, which attract new generations of rabble-rousers raring to make their mark.


Hang Out in Tompkins Square ParkPublic park

Offline map Google map

At the eastern end of St Marks Pl, Tompkins Square Park is the neighborhood’s all-purpose outdoor lounging destination, beloved by just about everyone. Street musicians often take a corner of the path by the western playground, and everyone can be found relaxing on the benches or picnicking on the grassy lawn. Grab a snack nearby (chocolate or sweets from 9th St vegan bakery Confectionery! Offline map Google map perhaps) and join the happy throngs. The area wasn’t always a place for clean fun, though. In the 1980s, it was a dirty, needle-strewn homeless encampment, and a contentious turning point came in 1988 (and again in 1991), when police razed the band shell and evicted more than 100 squatters living on-site in a tent city. That first eviction turned violent – known as the Tompkins Square Riot – and ushered in the first wave of East Village gentrification. These days, the park is a friendly spot, though it retains some ’80s-punk attitude. There are relatively clean public bathrooms at the north end.

Find Mosaics by the East Village’s GaudiStreet art



Wander the East Village and you’ll come across colorful mosaics on lampposts, stoops, planters and sidewalks. Made with pieces of old dishes, tiles, mirrors and other found materials, they’re the work of Jim Power (aka ‘the Mosaic Man’), a longtime East Village resident. Many works commemorate events, people or landmarks, from Bill Clinton to the New York City Fire Department. The largest concentration of these artworks is along 8th St, between Broadway and Avenue A, and along St Marks Pl. Powers estimated he created about 80 mosaics, but Mayor Giuliani’s anti-graffiti task force removed many in the 1990s.


Events in the Park

Happenings in Tompkins Square Park throughout the year include the ever-popular Tompkins Square Halloween Dog Parade, with pets and owners in outrageously creative costumes. In 2023, financial constraints nearly led to the event’s cancellation, causing consternation among dog-loving locals. The event went on, with roughly 15,000 people and 600 extravagantly dressed dogs in attendance. Also look for the Charlie Parker Jazz Festival in August, celebrating its eponymous saxophonist, who used to live here at 151 Ave B. If you’re not around in August, there are other summertime concerts that take over the park’s south side. There’s also a year-round green market every Sunday along the southwestern corner.




Appreciate the Art SceneGalleries and museums

When it comes to the art scene, Chelsea is known as the neighborhood for well-established galleries and artists, and the Lower East Side and East Village are where to find the up-and-coming and avant-garde. Post-pandemic especially, it seems like every other storefront has turned into an art gallery, showing work of various quality. Browsing the galleries along Orchard, Eldridge and Suffolk Sts (and elsewhere) is fun, free entertainment – especially on the third Thursday of the month when many galleries stay open into the evening to celebrate openings (downtowngallerymap.com has extensive listings). Stop by The Hole Offline map Google map and, if it’s open, O’Flaherty’s Offline map Google map, one of the zaniest new galleries to launch in a while. One recent exhibit/performance was a cafe serving drinks and comfort food. The press release stated, ‘We were told we could never get this restaurant legal. We can’t, but it doesn’t matter.’ There are also some established institutions around here, like the New Museum and the International Center of Photography.

Celebrate Edgy Art at the New MuseumContemporary art

Offline map Google map

The New Museum’s mission statement, like its name, is pretty straightforward: ‘New art, new ideas.’ Come here to see emerging and established contemporary artists creating unique works in various mediums. The museum was founded in 1977 by Marcia Tucker, a former curator at the Whitney Museum of American Art, with the idea of helping emerging artists gain a foothold in the art scene. She had a great eye: Keith Haring, Jeff Koons, Joan Jonas, Mary Kelly and Andres Serrano all exhibited here at the beginning of their careers. The museum has occupied five different locations over the years, but the current seven-story building, which opened in 2007, is a talking point in itself: designed by Tokyo-based architects Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa, it looks like a series of off-kilter building blocks, precariously balanced on top of one another. An expansion is happening next door, with a new building that will complement the existing structure and add exhibition space and a restaurant. The proposed opening date is the end of 2024.


FAVORITE GALLERIES

Perrotin

Intriguingly edgy installations by international rising stars are the usual fare inside this 25,000-sq-ft space.

Rachel Uffner

See what’s on display inside this whitewash, multilevel gallery known for championing female and gender non-conforming artists.

The Hole

Art show openings attract a rowdy crowd at this bi-coastal gallery, also known for performances and special events that pop up between exhibitions.




WHERE TO GO FOR LIVE MUSIC

Bowery Ballroom

Audiences and performers adore this venue for its intimate feel and great sound system. Head to the downstairs lounge between sets for drinks and mingling.

Pianos

You’ll find more DJs spinning records than pianists tickling ivories at this former piano store, now a bi-level bar-and-music spot where the crowd skews young.

Rockwood Music Hall

Squeeze into this pint-sized performance venue featuring emerging acts seven days a week. Singer-songwriters Sara Bareilles and Lady Gaga played here before they got big.



Snap a Picture at the International Center of PhotographyPhotography museum

Offline map Google map

ICP was founded in 1974 by Cornell Capa, the younger brother of photographer Robert Capa. His intent: keep the public aware of the humanitarian and political documentary work that Robert Capa and his colleagues mastered while shining a light on their modern-day torch-bearers. Keeping this photography in the public eye helps to educate and change the world – a mission the museum honors with rotating exhibits, as well as educational areas that include classrooms, darkrooms and shooting studios. The architecture reflects this purpose: glass windows cover the multilevel space, allowing passersby to see inside. Exploring the exhibits takes roughly one hour, though the gift shop’s photography books might keep you occupied for longer.

Applaud Fantastic PerformancesPerforming arts

To experience the best of these neighborhoods, plan to see some entertainment. This can mean just about anything and everything: music, movies or live performances at nightclubs.

CBGB (where the Ramones, Blondie and Talking Heads used to rock out) may have been turned into a John Varvatos store Offline map Google map, but if live music is your thing, there are options aplenty. Headliners from around the world perform at established venues like the Bowery Ballroom and the Mercury Lounge Offline map Google map, and in many smaller venues you can stop in without buying tickets months in advance. The Rockwood Music Hall’s tiny stage hosts multiple shows per night, while Nublu Offline map Google map has a roster of avant-garde ensembles and jazz. Poetry slams throw down at the Nuyorican Poets Cafe Offline map Google map (closed for renovations at the time of writing) and the Bowery Poetry Club Offline map Google map. Metrograph’s Offline map Google map calendar of new, rare and rediscovered films is particularly good when the weather is bad. For late-night alternative fun, like burlesque and drag shows, check out the Slipper Room Offline map Google map, Club Cumming and The Red Room at KGB Offline map Google map.

Go to the Movies at MetrographCinema

Offline map

Serious cinephiles should consider devoting a few hours to this indie movie house, equipped with state-of-the-art digital projectors and an old 35mm reel-to-reel. Check the schedule for a wonderfully eclectic mix of premieres, classic oldies and rare archival films, as well as interviews with directors and other filmmakers. The whole vibe is ‘great American movie theaters of the 1920s.’ Stop by the on-site Commissary for cocktails and food pre- or post-show, or grab upscale candy and chocolate from the snack stand.

Sip Cocktails by Expert MixologistsCocktail crawl



NYC’s craft cocktail revolution technically began behind the bar of Midtown’s Rainbow Room, where chief bartender Dale DeGroff became ‘daddy’ of the 1990s mixologist craze. But the trend exploded thanks to cutting-edge drinking destinations that bubbled up around the East Village and Lower East Side in the early 2000s and never left. For a taste of liquid magic, start at Death & Co Offline map Google map, where classy bartenders have been mixing bespoke beverages with exotic liquors, fresh juices and artisanal garnishes since they opened on New Year’s Eve, 2006. They don’t take reservations, so line up before opening to secure a seat. PDT Offline map Google map (short for Please Don’t Tell) opened in 2007 and became famous for combining speakeasy-style digs with creative concoctions. Make a reservation, then enter through the telephone booth inside Crif Dogs.

You’ll also find enough new cocktail bars to make you dizzy, and to indicate how hot this neighborhood remains, the LES’s Double Chicken Please Offline map Google map was named 2023’s Best Bar in the USA by the World’s 50 Best organization.


Visit New York’s Hippest Micro-HoodDining and drinking



Is Dimes Sq the hippest new micro-hood in NYC? Does it even exist? A spate of media coverage has debated whether this small corner of the Lower East Side around Division and Canal Sts is a publicity joke or a real thing, but isn’t that how trends work? Talking about it has brought it into being. What we know for sure is that Dimes Offline map Google map restaurant was an immediate hot spot for cool downtown kids when it opened back in 2013, and it’s still a great spot to hang out if you can get a table. Dine with the in-crowd at Dimes Market Offline map Google map, Dimes Deli Offline map Google map or one of the area’s other fashionable bars and restaurants, including the chic Lobby Lounge Offline map Google map inside Nine Orchard Hotel. Sure, Dimes Sq might have manifested itself into being from a wisp of media zeitgeist, but it’s cool – just like the rest of the Lower East Side.

Explore the East Village’s Little UkraineCulture tour

It’s often difficult to distinguish the cultural elements of the East Village’s global melting pot. But when Russia invaded Ukraine in early 2022, a brighter light was shone on Little Ukraine. At the turn of the 20th century, roughly half a million Ukrainian people moved to the USA, and by 1955, about 60,000 Ukrainian Americans lived around the East Village. The Ukrainian restaurant Veselka (at Second Ave and 9th St) is about at the center of their NYC homeland, though back then, the heart of the community for many was St George’s Ukrainian Catholic Church Offline map Google map, currently at 7th St and Taras Shevchenko Pl (the latter is named after the famous Ukrainian writer, painter and political activist). In mid-May, the church sponsors the annual Ukrainian Festival, with Ukrainian liturgies and performances, plus lots of food for sale. To explore Ukrainian art and culture, visit the nearby Ukrainian Museum Offline map Google map, where rotating exhibits showcase contemporary art and cultural material from the archives.

Sample Japanese Cuisine in Little TokyoFood and culture



Looking for a taste of Japan? Head to the tight cluster of blocks around 9th and 10th Sts, between Second and Third Aves. The tiny area has evolved over the past 30-odd years into a mini Tokyo. It all started in the ’80s, when Japanese business people flocked to Midtown, followed by younger generations who settled around the East Village. It wasn’t long before empty storefronts filled up with the foods that assuaged their homesickness. By the ’90s, dozens of establishments catered to Japanese taste buds, turning Western palates on to new styles of food. Tour the area one bite at a time and you’ll wind up a izakaya (bar snacks) convert. Sake Bar Decibel Offline map Google map is a fan favorite for its cool underground (figuratively and metaphorically) vibe, extensive sake list and izakaya. Stop in Cha-An Tea House Offline map Google map for desserts, Hasaki Offline map Google map sushi or Rai Rai Ken Offline map Google map for homestyle Japanese curry. Stroll the aisles of H Mart Offline map Google map for your favorite snacks (and some prepared food).

Taste NYC’s Melting PotGlobal cuisine



The diversity of worldwide cuisines in the East Village is jaw-dropping, and most restaurants are reasonably priced. Find what tickles your taste buds, then tour the world through food. Nowon Offline map Google map is a favorite for American-Korean ‘drinking food’ (the Legendary Burger with Kimchi Special Sauce is a must), and some people say the northern-style pho at Hanoi House Offline map Google map is better than anything in Vietnam. There’s outstanding Indian food at Veeray da Dhaba Offline map Google map and elevated Chinese dishes at CheLi Offline map Google map. Of course, you can’t throw a noodle without hitting great Italian, whether at Supper Offline map Google map or Il Posto Accanto Offline map Google map. Nibble on Nordic delicacies at Smør Offline map Google map, try Burmese specialties at Little Myanmar Offline map Google map and if you like Thai food, visit Soothr Offline map Google map. Meanwhile, Cafe Mogador Offline map Google map has been turning out Moroccan favorites since 1983, Takahachi Offline map Google map has been a stalwart for sushi and Japanese noodles since 1991 and Awash Offline map Google map has been serving Ethiopian injera (tangy flatbread) since 1994. For quick, cheap eats, stop into Crif Dogs Offline map Google map for innovative hot dogs or follow the cab drivers to Punjabi Deli for delectable vegetarian fare.

Refresh Your WardrobeShopping tour



Fabulous indie boutiques selling new and vintage clothes and accessories are scattered all over the East Village and Lower East Side, so if you’re looking for something to liven up your look, you’re in the right place. Just know that ‘previously owned’ doesn’t mean ‘inexpensive.’ If you’re in the East Village, a good place to start is along 9th St. Cobblestones Offline map Google map and 9th Street Vintage Offline map Google map are crammed with finds from yesteryear, while Duo NYC Offline map Google map has a more refined, well-chosen aesthetic. Cloak & Dagger Offline map Google map has both new and vintage duds. Stroll the side streets south of 9th St for more finds. Trash & Vaudeville Offline map Google map on 7th St has long been the place to punk out your wardrobe. Down on the Lower East Side, head to Orchard St and wander from there. Pilgrim Offline map Google map specializes in vintage pieces from high-end designers like Prada, Gucci and Armani. Colbo Offline map Google map sells coffee and records alongside its curated fashion collection. Aquelarre Offline map Google map has lots of pretty, flirty clothes. Ludlow St is also an excellent place to browse.

Pop in to Orchard Street’s StorefrontsShopping and strolling



Way back in the early 1700s, there was actually an orchard on Orchard St, but in the late 1800s, this became the main shopping street on the Lower East Side. Garment workers filled tenement buildings, vendors sold goods from pushcarts and the storefronts were mainly textile-oriented. In the mid to late 1900s, the strip became discount shopping central. Nowadays, Orchard St is the hippest part of the neighborhood, especially the stretch between Houston and Canal Sts, which is lined with indie boutiques, happening restaurants like Scarr’s Pizza, and upstart art galleries. Wander this seven-block strip and you’ll still find some historical holdouts, be it discount luggage stores or Orchard Corset Offline map Google map, which opened in 1968 and currently caters to everyone from Orthodox Jews to trans women – all with the aspirations of Victorian silhouettes.

Grab a Snack at Essex MarketFood market

Offline map Google map

Street vendors have come together at what’s known as the Essex Market since 1818, though its newest location only opened in 2019. The most recent Grand St incarnation is a wide-ranging representation of the neighborhood, with stalls selling everything from cheese, groceries, spices and Dominican food to ceviche, rice balls and more. Legendary lunch counter Shopsin’s serves its wide-ranging menu of inventive diner fare in a tiny sit-down space. Downstairs, the Market Line food court has outposts of local institutions like Veselka, as well as pizza, ramen, pho and sushi. If you’re ordering counter food, head upstairs to dine in sunny, open-atrium seating. This makes a sensible pit stop while walking down Orchard St, located two blocks west.

Sweat it Out at the Russian & Turkish BathsSpa

Offline map Google map

Locals have been schvitzing at this downtown spa since 1892. These days, it draws an eclectic mix of actors, students, couples, singles, Russian regulars and old-school locals. Everyone strips down to their underwear or bathing suits (towels, cotton shorts and sandals are provided) and moves between steam rooms, saunas, an ice-cold plunge pool, the sun deck and the restaurant. Most hours are coed (clothing required), but there are blocks of men- and women-only hours (clothing optional). Massages, scrubs and Russian oak-leaf treatments are available. The cafe serves specials like Polish sausage and blinis, and when weather permits, you can cool down with a beer on the roof deck. Check the website (russianturkishbaths.com) for operating hours and the calendar.

Smell the Roses of LoisaidaCommunity gardens

Between spring and fall, watch for colorful blooms bursting between apartment buildings. A flowering of community gardens sprouted here in the 1970s, largely thanks to the Green Guerillas, who beautified areas suffering from urban decay by ‘seed bombing’ empty lots. Many seeds took root around the Lower East Side’s low-income, predominantly Hispanic section (nicknamed ‘Loisaida’), where locals carved out communal backyards.

Since the movement began, the city has taken legal control, with some gardens bulldozed and replaced by new developments. But plenty have protested and held their ground. The 6BC Botanical Garden Offline map Google map has well-manicured paths and a tree house, the 6th St and Avenue B Garden Offline map Google map has a stage for community theater and tiny Le Petit Versaille Offline map Google map (on 2nd St) has events and performances. Most have public hours between April 1 and October 31. You can find a map of the gardens on the Loisada United Neighborhood Gardens website (lungsnyc.org/gardens-greenspaces).


East Village A, B, Cs

Head east of First Ave in the East Village and you’ll be in Alphabet City, so named because the avenues, instead of having numbers, are lettered. This is where you can still get a feel for the Puerto Rican heritage – Avenue C is also known as Loisaida Ave, the Spanglish pronunciation of ‘Lower East Side.’ These days, Avenues B and C have plenty of cool bars and restaurants.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey

[image: img]
Eating

Sushi & Ramen

Rosella $$$

Offline map Google map

Sustainably minded sushi earns this Alphabet City restaurant an A+. Menu features locally caught fish approved by Seafood Watch or NOAA. 5-10pm Wed-Sun

Studio 151 $$$

Offline map Google map

If you dig speakeasy-style entryways, vinyl records and omakase, here’s your spot. Find the red lightbulb glowing at 151 Ave C and head to the 2nd floor. 6pm-2am Sun-Wed, to 4am Thu-Sat

Momofuku Noodle Bar $

Offline map Google map

Despite the collapse of Dave Chang’s international noodle empire, the restaurant that made him a star is still going strong. Noon-4pm & 5-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Marufuku $$

Offline map Google map

This San Francisco transplant serves rich, Hakata-style ramen. The spicy tantan ramen with chicken is a favorite. 11:30am-10pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Ukrainian Flavors

Veselka $$

Offline map Google map

This beloved vestige of the area’s Ukrainian past has been serving handmade varenyky (cheese, potato or meat dumplings), borscht and goulash since 1954. 8am-midnight Mon-Sat, to 11pm Sun

Streetcha $

Offline map Google map

You’ll need cash to pay for treats at this super-casual basement cafe, featuring a small menu of Ukrainian specialties, including varenyky. 9am-5pm Fri-Sun

Pizza Slices & Pies

Una Pizza Napoletana $$

Offline map Google map

Anthony Mangieri’s wood-fired pizzas are some of the best in the USA. The Neapolitan-style pies are soupy in the center and bready at the edges. 5-9pm, Thu-Sat

Scarr’s Pizza $

Offline map Google map

A retro slice shop up front and a hip sit-down for pizza, cocktails and natural wine in back. The lines are almost as legendary as the pies. Noon-11pm Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat

Buns & Tortillas

7th Street Burger $

Offline map Google map

Stumble to this post-drinks counter chain for a cheap and cheesy nightcap – it’s open almost as late as the East Village’s bars. Noon-1am Sun-Wed, to 3am Thu-Sat

Yellow Rose $$

Offline map Google map

Flour tortillas give Tex-Mex taquerias their north-of-the-border flair, which is what you’ll get at this far-north-of-Texas outpost. The bean-and-cheese taco is tried-and-true. Hours vary


Plant-Based Plates

Superiority Burger $$

Offline map Google map

It has NYC’s best veggie burger, certainly, but don’t sleep on this punk-rock diner’s other delicious bangers, including mouthwatering pies. noon-11pm Mon-Wed, to 2am Thu & Fri, 11am-2am Sat, 11am-11pm Sun

Cadence $$

Offline map Google map

Chef Shenarri Freeman’s Virginia roots shine at this vegan restaurant doused with Southern soul. Rose banquettes, floral wallpaper and a forest-green bar make the experience a garden party. 5pm-11pm

Dirt Candy $$$

Offline map Google map

Snag a reservation at this Michelin-starred restaurant, and the vegetable-forward tasting menu will make you forget you ever liked meat. 5:30-10:30pm Tue-Sat

Punjabi Grocery & Deli $

Offline map Google map

If you spot yellow taxis parked out front, you’re in the right place. Former cabbie Kulwinder Singh opened this no-frills Punjabi food counter in 1993. 8am-10pm

Breakfast & Brunch

Russ & Daughters Cafe $$

Offline map Google map

Feast on bagels and fantastic lox (smoked salmon) at this Orchard St diner. 8:30am-2:30pm Mon-Thu, to 3:30pm Fri-Sun

C&B $

Offline map Google map

Order a scrambled egg breakfast sandwich, preferably with cheddar cheese and merguez (sausage), then chow down outdoors in Tompkins Sq Park. 9am-4pm

Sweet Treats

Librae Bakery $

Offline map Google map

Middle Eastern ingredients and Danish baking techniques combine in fabulous concoctions like za’atar labneh morning buns and pistachio rose croissants. 7:30am-4:30pm Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm Sat & Sun

Supermoon Bakehouse $

Offline map Google map

Laminated pastries look like designer jewelry at this shop where flavors change weekly. The cruffin (croissant and muffin) is more than the sum of its parts. 10am-6pm Thu-Mon

Partybus Bakeshop $

Offline map Google map

Grab a seat inside this sourdough-scented, pretty-in-pink pastry shop – you’ll need time to savor the decadent cinnamon bun and almond-chocolate croissant. 8am-4pm Mon-Fri, to 3pm Sat, 9am-3pm Sun

Economy Candy $

Offline map Google map

Choose childhood favorites or grown-up delicacies, or buy candy by the pound. Serving that sweet tooth since 1937. 11am-6pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Iced Coffee & Espresso

Abraço

Offline map Google map

Find a table inside this ground-level cafe to sip perfectly prepared espresso drinks and inhale olive oil cake. 8am-6pm Tue-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat, 9am-6pm Sun

Ninth Street Espresso

Offline map Google map

The original minimalist shop is on 9th St, but the 10th St location is a great place to recharge before heading to Tompkins Sq Park. 7am-7pm


Lê Phin

Offline map Google map

Enjoy a taste of Hanoi by ordering the Vietnamese iced coffee or the pandan matcha latte with house-made syrup. 9am-5:30pm

Hekate Cafe & Elixir Lounge

Offline map Google map

In a neighborhood swimming in cocktail bars, teetotalers can find dry ground at this ‘sober bar’ with coffee, tea, n/a cocktails and witchy energy. Noon-10pm

Liquors, Bitters & Sake

Attaboy

Offline map Google map

Speakeasy vibes and bespoke cocktails – just tell the barkeep what you like, and they’ll whip up the concoction of your dreams. Pricey, yes, but exceptional. 5pm-3am

Amor y Amargo

Offline map Google map

‘Love and Bitters’ is a cocktail chemistry lab showcasing an amaro selection. Walk through the apothecary entrance to the tasting room, where bartenders offer flavor advice. 3pm-midnight

Accidental Bar

Offline map Google map

The sake sommeliers behind this Japanese juice joint inspire indulgence. Sip styles with descriptions like ‘creamed corn at a summer BBQ.’ 5-11pm Sun, Tue & Wed, to midnight Thu-Sat

Beer Bars & Dives

Proletariat

Offline map Google map

Craft-beer cognoscenti cozy up bar-side for ‘rare, new and unusual’ brews, served with English-style, plant-based grub inside this shoe-box-sized pub. Hours vary

Parkside Lounge

Offline map Google map

Old-school dive bar where bros chug beers while hitting billiard balls; also live music and the occasional trivia night. 5pm-4am Mon-Wed, from 4pm Thu, from 3pm Fri-Sun

Library

Offline map Google map

Sounds fancy? It’s not, but locals love the affordable drinks and grungy space, featuring a jukebox and vintage B movies projected on a back wall. Noon-4am

Wine Bars

Parcelle

Offline map Google map

Wine comes first at this oenophile outlet, followed closely by design. The embroidered

mushroom mural and snaking leather sofa make this Dime Sq’s most inviting ‘living room.’ 5-10pm Tue-Sat

Ruffian

Offline map Google map

If you’re into funky orange wines and mostly vegetarian fare, grab a stool at this intimate wine bar. 5-11:30pm Mon-Fri, from 3pm Sat, to 10:30pm Sun

Ten Bells

Offline map Google map

Flickering candles, tin ceilings, brick walls and a U-shaped bar make this spot ideal for sipping natural wine with a new friend. 5pm-2am Mon-Fri, from 3pm Sat & Sun

LGBTIQ+ Bars

Club Cumming

Offline map Google map

Anything goes and all are welcome at this shoebox bar owned by queer icon Alan Cumming. Every night brings something new: open mics, dancing fêtes etc. Hours vary

Cock

Offline map Google map

Dark, dirty and depraved: if that’s your thing, join the men (and the guys who love them) at this cash-only Bacchanalian bar. Enter underneath the neon rooster. 10pm-4am Wed-Sun


Nowhere

Offline map Google map

It’s the quintessential dive bar, plus a rainbow flag. The scene is usually low-key, aside from occasional theme nights. Hours vary

[image: img]
Shopping

Cutting-Edge Fashion

Maryam Nassir Zadeh

Offline map Google map

Spend some time sorting through this chic shop stocked with innovative fashions, sold alongside designers so cool we haven’t heard of them yet.

Only NY

Offline map Google map

Forget the ‘I Love NY’ shirts – this street-smart, normcore independent fashion store’s line of city merch celebrates city sites and organizations, each piece dripping with local swagger.

LAAMS

Offline map Google map

Tour this three-floor culture emporium for streetwear, records, urban art and vintage clothes. Taking sartorial cues from the staff will grant you major style cred on Orchard St.

Bode

Offline map Google map

Vintage quilts and lace curtains inspire or become the fabric for expensive statement pieces by this grandpa-chic menswear brand.

Country Of

Offline map Google map

The ’80s and ’90s are alive inside this snug vintage shop known for its curated collection of American, European and Japanese designer pieces ranging from Levi’s to Gaultier.

Paperbacks, Records & Posters

Sweet Pickle Books

Offline map Google map

Let’s be honest – you’re here for the artisanal pickles and adorable merch, like the ‘Eat More Pickles’ puff beanie.

Bluestockings Cooperative Bookstore

Offline map Google map

Come to this collectively run community space for books by queer, trans and sex-worker authors – or join their Queer Book Club on Zoom.

Mast Books

Offline map Google map

Peruse piles of rare and out-of-print titles at this bookstore and art gallery. Peep their Instagram for upcoming author talks, book launches and signings (@mastbooks).

A-1 Records

Offline map Google map

One of the last remaining East Village record stores, A-1 has been around since 1996. Scooch past up-and-coming DJs in aisles packed with plenty of funk and soul.

Archie’s Press

Offline map Google map

Archie Archambault’s paper-thin print shop features letterpress art (mainly posters and postcards), including his distinctive pieces: maps from around the world, simplified into circles.

Eccentric Decor

Coming Soon

Offline map Google map

The selection of home goods here is fabulously weird and unique. Hello, corncob-shaped side table!

November 19

Offline map Google map

Wonders never cease inside this fastidiously curated home-and-lifestyle shop, where you might find hand-drawn earrings from Germany, mushroom containers from Portugal or fish-shaped pillows.




Explore

West Village, Chelsea & Meatpacking District

The West Village brims with trees, cobblestone streets and brownstones. Once hunting grounds for the Lenape and fields for Dutch farmers, these blocks later sprouted town houses for immigrants drawn to jobs by the bustling docks and factories nearby. Artists and free thinkers settled here in the 20th century, and the Village became an LGBTIQ+ hub. The Meatpacking District stayed grimy through the 20th century, but eventually gave way to swanky stores fed by the High Line’s pedestrian runway. Further north, Chelsea is chock-full of art galleries, restaurants and tech offices.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-subwaygif]E Orientation

Chelsea sits between Sixth Ave and the Hudson River from 34th to 14th Sts. The West Village and Meatpacking District are below, west of Sixth Ave and Hudson St, respectively, and best accessed by foot. Greenwich Village, to the east, is bound east to west by Fourth and Sixth Aves and north to south from 14th to Houston Sts.

[image: icon-subwaygif]b Subway

Take the A/C/E, L or 1/2/3 lines to 14th St to be at the border between the Village and Chelsea.


THE BEST

Stroll down the HIGH LINE, admiring contemporary architecture while perched above the city grid.

Raise a glass to LGBTIQ+ history at STONEWALL, site of the 1969 uprising that became a civil rights game changer.

Grab a seat in WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK, where all types of visitors make for fantastic people-watching.

Check out the city’s brightest stars inside CHELSEA’S ART GALLERIES.





WALKING TOUR

Admire Art at Chelsea’s Galleries

Zigzagging through far-west Chelsea in the afternoon is like visiting a contemporary art museum. The area is home to NYC’s densest concentration of galleries, and, unlike the Whitney or MoMA, visiting these showrooms is gratis. Join the city’s well-heeled aesthetes by hunting the streets for a visual feast. Hours vary, but most galleries open from 10am to 6pm, Tuesday to Saturday.



START

de Vera

END

Paula Cooper Gallery

LENGTH

1 mile; two hours


[image: 13-chelsea-galleries-wt-pk-nyc10-jpg]




1 Decorative Arts and Designer Jewels

Start inside de Vera, where Venetian glass, baroque pearls, marble busts and portraits span classic to contemporary. Federico de Vera’s collection of curious objects (deveraobjects.com) seems more at home in the Met than on 28th St.

2 Up-and-Coming Artists

Enter High Line Nine’s block-long corridor (highlinenine.org), linking 28th and 27th Sts underneath the High Line. This classy strip mall is a gallery space where budding collectors can spot the next big thing.

3 Amazing Spaces

Eight floors and 75,000 sq ft can accommodate quite a lot of work, and the internationally established Pace Gallery (pacegallery.com) fills it with leading artists of the day. Don’t miss the smaller 4000-sq-ft space at 510 W 25th St – inside one of the many auto garages that once populated this area.

3 Established Icons

Seeing the exhibits at the global chain Gagosian (www.gagosian.com) is akin to spinning around the Guggenheim – except everything is for sale. Check the website to see what’s showing – perhaps Jeff Koons, Andy Warhol or Nam June Paik.

5 Big & Bold Creations

The massive pieces inside the 20,000-sq-ft Dia Chelsea (diaart.org) would dwarf most of Manhattan’s jewel-box galleries. Marvel at their size before perusing the art bookstore – it’s pretty as a picture.

6 Tapas Time

Relax and refuel inside Tía Pol, a cozy tapas spot serving Basque-inspired small plates. A weekday happy hour from 3pm to 6pm tailors to the gallery-going crowd. Grab a seat at the bar and unwind with some sangria or patatas bravas.

7 Literary Locale

Walk down Tenth Ave, and 192 Books will catch your eye. It’s not a gallery, per se, but with well-curated shelves showcasing artist monographs, children’s books and fantastic fiction, it fits right in.

8 Where it Began

End at Paula Cooper Gallery, whose eponymous founder started SoHo’s gallery explosion in 1968, then moved to Chelsea in the 1990s before it became cool. Her mission never falters: expose the world to conceptual art.
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1Top Experiences

 Hudson River ParkC6

 High LineC4

 Washington Square ParkF5




1Experiences

1Whitney Museum of American ArtC4

2Chelsea MarketC3

3Stonewall InnG1

4Sheridan SquareH2

5Henrietta HudsonD6

6Marie’s CrisisG2

7Atlantic Theater CompanyD2

8Rattlestick TheaterE4

9IRT TheaterD6

10Cherry Lane TheatreE6

11Village VanguardE4

12SmallsG1

13MezzrowG1

14Comedy CellarF6

15Village UndergroundF6

16Joffrey Ballet SchoolE4

17Greenwich House PotteryH3

18HB StudioC5

19Gansevoort Market Meat CenterC4

20PastisC4

21Chelsea HotelD2

22White Horse TavernD5

23Rubin Museum of ArtE3

24John’s of Bleecker StreetH3

25Ottomanelli & SonsG3

26Faicco’s Italian SpecialtiesH4

27Murray’s CheeseH4

28Pasticceria RoccoH4

29NYC AIDS Memorial at St Vincent’s TriangleE4




5Eating

30SemmaE4

31JeJu Noodle BarD6

32Minetta TavernF6

33Los Tacos No 1C3

34Taco MahalG3

35ShuketteC1

36AnixiD1

37QanoonC2

38BanterF6

39CookshopC2

40Magnolia BakeryD5

41Hector’s Café & DinerC4




6Drinking

42St JardimG1

43BuvetteG3

44Julius’G1

45CubbyholeD4

46Eagle NYCB1

47Le BainC4

48124 Old Rabbit ClubF6

49BanditsE6

50Happiest HourE4

51Employees OnlyD5

52Little BranchE6

53Jungle BirdD3

54Té CompanyG1

55Yanni’s CoffeeE3




7Shopping

56CuevaG2

57ZuriD5

58Goods for the StudyF5

59Printed Matter, IncB1

60Myers of KeswickD4

61McNulty’s Tea & Coffee Co, IncD5









TOP EXPERIENCE

Head up Hudson River Park


Hudson River Park is the 550-acre shining star of Manhattan’s modern green spaces, and the most popular sections hug the Village and Chelsea. Spend a sunny afternoon roaming around New York’s new ‘riviera,’ where strings of waterfront piers have recently become pedestrian playgrounds.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

If you want to cover lots of ground quickly, cycle the park’s adjacent bikeway. You’ll find Citi Bikes at Pier 40 and bike rentals at Pier 84.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for info on activities and attractions.



A Waterfront Transformed

Hike or bike the length of the park and you’ll see glassy towers, leafy plants and strolling New Yorkers galore. It’s hard to imagine the lives once lived along this waterfront, now washed away by time.

In 1609, when Henry Hudson sailed up the river that would bear his name, this was marshland overseen by the Lenape. By the 20th century, it had become central to New York’s maritime economy, welcoming products and people worldwide to its ports. Among them, in 1912, was the ill-fated RMS Titanic, which intended to dock at Pier 59, now Chelsea Piers.

Portside activity died by the 1970s, and the area turned dangerous and derelict. In the coming decades, dilapidated piers attracted artists, nude sunbathers and the LGBTIQ+ community’s cruising crowd. A plan to refurbish the area as a park emerged in the 1980s, and the ongoing project opened its first section in 2003.

Pier Hopping

Vestiges of the waterfront’s LGBTIQ+ past live on at Pier 45 (pictured), known colloquially as Christopher St Pier, where speedo-clad visitors worship the sun while gathered on a well-trimmed grassy patch.

Walking north, you’ll reach Gansevoort Peninsula – completed in 2023 and billed as ‘Manhattan’s first public beach,’ though the Lenape, who swam and sunbathed freely along these shores, might beg to differ. Lounge in an Adirondack chair and admire David Hammons’ ghostly Day’s End, an art installation evoking the former docks through a skeletal warehouse above the water.

[image: jpg]
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Artsy Additions

Up next is Little Island, which appeared like a surrealist dream in 2021: 132 concrete pods shoot from the water like tulips, crowned by undulating green hills. Stroll the 2.4-acre folly’s footpaths to enjoy gentle breezes and expansive views, or check the seasonal event schedule for live performances. (littleisland.org)

Pier 57 rounds out a park day with its range of entertainments: City Winery’s live music, Market 57’s James Beard Foundation–curated food vendors and a rooftop park great for picnics and panoramas.


TRAPEZE TIME

Keen to soar through NYC? Book a class at the New York Trapeze School’s open-air tent on Pier 40 from May through October (trapezeschool.com). No experience required.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Wander Along the High Line


Snaking between the Meatpacking District to Hudson Yards at 30ft above street level, the High Line is a fabulous example of industrial reuse. Once a freight line linking slaughterhouses along the Hudson River, it’s now an art-strewn ribbon running between galleries, modern high-rises and luxury shopping centers.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Crowds can cause major congestion, particularly on warm, sunny days. Start early (before 10am) around 34th St to avoid the swarms, then wander south toward Gansevoort St.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more in-depth High Line info.



Rails to Real Estate

The High Line’s story begins in the early 20th century, when the west side’s booming industrial enterprises were served by perilous street-level tracks, earning Tenth Ave the nickname ‘Death Avenue.’ A two-story-high railway became the expensive solution, and the ‘West Side Elevated Line’ ran its first train in 1933. It wasn’t long before the train line became a money pit and fell into disuse; in the 1990s, demolition was mooted.

Enter the Friends of the High Line, whose vision of an elegant, elevating (and elevated) park slowly caught on. Years of patient activism resulted in the jewel we enjoy today: a pedestrian catwalk planted with 500-plus native species that wends its way above, beside and often through the area’s former factories – and plenty of top-dollar real estate.

Incredible Architecture

Begin your journey near Hudson Yards (enter at 30th or 34th Sts), with supertall skyscrapers shining eastward and the Hudson River rolling to the west. Plant-packed train tracks evoke the industrial wilderness that preceded the park’s creation.

As the path narrows, you’ll see tons of contemporary constructions, including starchitect Zaha Hadid’s futuristic glass-and-metal apartment complex at 520 W 28th St (520w28.com) and the bulbous bay-windowed Lantern House (www.lanternhouse.com), designed by Heatherwick Studio, the team behind the Vessel at Hudson Yards (p155).

For a bird’s-eye view of Tenth Ave, sit on the amphitheater-style seats at 17th or 26th Sts and watch as cabs whiz by. If you prefer serene scenery, snag one of the train-wheel-tracked chaise longues on the Diller–von Furstenberg Sundeck. From here, you can see Little Island, another Diller–von Furstenberg creation.
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Pick Your Next Path

The High Line ends at the foot of the Whitney Museum and near a few other note-worthy areas, including Hudson River Park, the Meatpacking District, and the West Village’s winding streets.


QUICK BREAK

Food carts feed hungry rail hikers in the open-air Chelsea Market Passage between spring and fall. In winter, take the 14th St exit to explore Chelsea Market’s indoor vendors below.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Meet the Locals in Washington Square Park


Grab a seat in Greenwich Village’s unofficial town square and you’ll see it all: NYU students scurrying between classes, street vendors selling handmade clothes, fearless squirrels, socializing canines, speed-chess pros, brassy buskers, barefoot children splashing around the fountain – and ghosts, possibly. Take it all in.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

There are many spots for nibbling, but nothing beats Sri Lanka–born Thiru Kumar’s South Indian–style bites, sold from his NY Dosas pushcart near the dog run (open 11am to 3pm, Monday to Saturday).

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for news and events in the park.



From Graves to Gilded Towers

Centuries ago, this site was a marshy area crossed by Minetta Creek. Dutch colonists granted land rights (for a price) to settlers of African descent, who created a community known as ‘Little Africa.’ Later, the plot became a public cemetery for the unidentified deceased. When the burial grounds turned into a space for military parades in the 1830s, real estate developers followed, and some of the city’s toniest homes sprouted on the park’s north border. Today, this row of historic town houses evokes the Gilded Age; Edith Wharton lived at 7 Washington Square N.

A President’s Arch

The iconic Stanford White–designed Washington Square Arch dominates the park with its 73ft of gleaming white Tuckahoe marble. Originally made of wood to celebrate the centennial of George Washington’s inauguration in 1889, it proved so popular that it was replaced with stone six years later.

Revolutionary Roots

Head to the park’s northwest corner to see an English elm considered one of Manhattan’s oldest trees. Known as ‘Hangman’s Elm,’ legend says traitors were hanged from its branches during the American Revolution.



EXPERIENCES

Admire the Whitney Museum’s Permanent CollectionArt museum



The Whitney Museum of American Art Offline map Google map opened as a showcase for home-grown artists in a W 8th St town house in 1930. After successive expansions north, including a stint at Madison Ave’s Marcel Breuer–designed concrete colossus, the modern marvel returned downtown in 2015. It now anchors the southern reaches of the High Line in a glass-and-concrete building by Renzo Piano, suggesting a giant cruise ship. Outdoor decks – uh, terraces – lead to a smattering of sculptures and exceptional skyline views. If you’re short on time, zip to the 7th floor’s permanent collection, packed with American all-stars like Edward Hopper, Jasper Johns, Georgia O’Keeffe and Andy Warhol. In even-numbered years, don’t miss the world-famous Whitney Biennial, where you might discover the next big name in American art.

Find Artisanal Treats at Chelsea MarketEating and shopping

Offline map Google map

This urban bazaar, which opened in 1997, has spawned many imitators but belongs in a class of its own. Chelsea Market occupies a massive building over an entire city block where Nabisco once used to manufacture cookies in army-size quantities. Today, it’s where visitors peruse independent, small-batch delicacies catering to foodies, fashion hounds and more. The architecture leans into the site’s manufacturing past. Huge cast-iron pipes are repurposed as light fixtures. Serrated blocks of granite become decorative accents. Water pours out of a giant viaduct in the marketplace center – a steampunk-style delight. Over three-dozen vendors ply their temptations throughout, including Miznon (Israeli street food), Los Mariscos (to-die-for ceviche), the Lobster Place (good luck resisting their rolls), Fat Witch Bakery (brownies and other decadent hits) and Day Drinks (on-tap espressos, teas and botanicals). If you want outdoor seating, head to the covered sidewalk tables. Once you’ve had your fill, check out Artists & Fleas – a small market where local artists sell their wares.

Feel the Pride at StonewallNational monument

No neighborhood captures the queer imagination quite like the West Village, its crooked streets daring to defy Manhattan’s grid. At the center of this nonconformist neighborhood stands the Stonewall Inn Offline map Google map, where an infamous police raid on June 28, 1969, sparked an uprising that changed the course of LGBTIQ+ liberation. Fed up with never-ending discrimination and persecution, the bar’s lesbian, gay and transgender patrons decided to stop playing nice with bigoted authorities and started fighting back. The event was a watershed moment for LGBTIQ+ rights worldwide, and the Village became a place of pilgrimage. Raise a glass to the brave pioneers at today’s Stonewall (in a space next door to the 1969 incarnation), then visit adjacent Sheridan Square Offline map Google map. The triangular park is a centerpiece of the Stonewall National Monument, designated in 2016, with sculptures and photographs celebrating the site’s groundbreaking history and the movement’s changemakers. NYC is home to many gayborhoods, but this is its symbolic queer heart.

Visit Historic LGBTIQ+ Watering HolesBars and history

The Village’s lavender love story begins like so many tales about LGBTIQ+ history – at a bar. In the 1850s and 1860s, men (including poet Walt Whitman) found kindred spirits while sharing cold pints at Pfaff’s, located at 647 Broadway. In 1925, a tearoom called Eve’s Hangout opened at 129 MacDougal St with a sign reading, ‘Men are admitted but not welcome.’ In 1966, the Mattachine Society (an early gay rights organization) staged a ‘Sip-In’ at Julius’ to protest the State Liquor Authority’s ban on serving gay people, and in 1969, Stonewall cemented the Village’s status as an LGBTIQ+ epicenter.

New York’s LGBTIQ+ population started moving elsewhere in the 1980s and 1990s (a function of AIDS, gentrification and assimilation), but the queer legacy lives on in a smattering of neighborhood bars. Femme-forward Cubbyhole and Henrietta Hudson Offline map Google map pick up where Eve’s Hangout left off, and if you want to hear a tell-all from a West Village die-hard, grab a stool at Julius’ to chat up the regulars.


A VILLAGE THEORY

The West Village just works as a neighborhood – and to find out why, you might look to The Death and Life of Great American Cities, the 1961 magnum opus of urban-planning guru Jane Jacobs. Inspired by Greenwich Village, Jacobs was the first to expound ideas that are now commonplace: that density spurs commerce and community, that city life takes place outdoors in a ‘sidewalk ballet,’ and that centrally planned developments drain cities of their inherent energy. The late Jacobs lived for years at 555 Hudson St, now immortalized as ‘Jane Jacobs Way’ – a salute to the woman who articulated why this neighborhood is so wonderful.



Join the Chorus at Marie’s CrisisPiano bar

Offline map Google map

The show tunes never stop at this legendary, all-are-welcome basement dive, a short distance from Stonewall. Tipplers have been swilling plonk here since the 1800s – and Broadway belters for at least 40 years. What sets this piano bar apart? Solos are rare, mics are not a thing and the room comes to life as the crowd sings along (sometimes in...questionable harmony) to numbers from Gypsy, A Chorus Line, Rent, Wicked and whatever else the crowd wants. Don’t know the lyrics to that obscure Cole Porter bop? There’s no shortage of aging Broadway queens, eager chorus kids and musical theater aficionados to lead the crowd – and it might be cheating, but you can look up the lyrics on your smartphone. Bring cash and prepare to queue up to get in on weekends, as the word about this magical place has gotten out. You may find yourself staying until last call – and hoarse the following morning.

See Exceptional Theater Off-BroadwayPerforming arts

The neon lights are bright on Midtown’s Broadway, yes – but many of the Great White Way’s biggest hits get incubated on smaller stages downtown. At the Atlantic Theater Company Offline map Google map, founded by David Mamet and William H Macy and housed in a handsome church on W 20th St, the artistic team knows how to pick ’em: both The Band’s Visit and Kimberly Akimbo transferred to Broadway and won the Tony Award for Best Musical in 2018 and 2023, respectively. The ensemble-oriented Rattlestick Theater Offline map Google map emphasizes new voices and talents; its semi-annual ‘jams’ offer artists and playwrights a chance to try out-there ideas. IRT Theater Offline map Google map produces new works by up-and-coming artists, with a special emphasis on the Deaf community. The 100-year-old Cherry Lane Theatre Offline map Google map – Off-Broadway’s oldest house, fresh from a renovation – is an intimate venue primarily known for one- and two-person shows. Buy a ticket at one of these theaters, and you might be able to brag about seeing the soon-to-be-sold-out smash before anyone else.


Lose Yourself in Live JazzJazz music

New Orleans might be the birthplace of jazz, but by the 1930s NYC had become the art form’s heartland. Trumpet trills and piano riffs popped like bottles of champagne around the city, flooding stages from Harlem’s Cotton Club to the Village, where singing stars like Billie Holiday and Sarah Vaughan crooned at Cafe Society on Sheridan Square. Improvisational icons still call the Village home, and it’s worth spending an evening getting lost in their music.

If you’re looking for old-school authenticity, start at the prestigious Village Vanguard Offline map Google map, which has hosted every major star (including Thelonius Monk) since opening in 1935. Turn a quiet Monday night into a big-band jamboree by seeing the Vanguard Jazz Orchestra, which started tooting horns here in 1966.

There’s also Smalls Offline map Google map, an intimate basement jazz den that winks at Prohibition-era speakeasies. Sitting in the front row is like getting a brass-and-bass sound bath. If you can’t squeeze in here, try Mezzrow Offline map Google map down the street. Reserve seats in advance.

Laugh out Loud in a BasementComedy

Skip the Times Square sidewalk comedians selling tickets to blasé shows. For Grade-A stand-up, head to the Comedy Cellar Offline map Google map, a compact club beneath the Olive Tree Cafe. Talented regulars, including up-and-coming TV writers and personalities, have tested new material inside this chuckle den since the 1980s. Occasionally, high-profile comedians drop in – including Jerry Seinfeld, Amy Schumer and Wanda Sykes. There are usually several hour-long shows per day, including a Sunday afternoon performance. If you can’t get a seat, see what’s playing around the corner at the Village Underground Offline map Google map, a hub for music and comedy.

Unleash Your Inner ArtistArts classes

If the Village’s creative spirit leaves you yearning to unleash your inner artist, you’re in luck: several arts nonprofits offer classes for participants of all levels.

Young dancers have been balancing barre-side at the Joffrey Ballet School Offline map Google map since 1953. It doesn’t matter if you’re a total beginner or pointe perfectionist: anyone of any experience level can drop into ballet classes to polish their pliés (registration required).

If you prefer a medium that’s not your own body, Greenwich House Pottery Offline map Google map welcomes budding ceramicists for two-hour ‘sampler’ classes. Sculpt your vessel by hand or throw it on one of the studio wheels; after selecting a glaze, the Pottery team will fire your masterpiece. (Pieces are ready in three to six weeks.)

In rooms where Sigourney Weaver and John Leguizamo once read scenes, you too can see if you have what it takes to command a stage. Famous acting workshop HB Studio Offline map Google map remains a hub for practitioners of the craft, with programs in speech, musical theater, movement and more. Prospective students may audit a class to see if the acting bug bites.

Meet the Meatpacking DistrictNeighborhood tour

‘Meatpacking’ is a fitting name for this compact micro-hood. By the late 1800s, a cluster of slaughterhouses here fed the city’s ever-growing population. Even as this industry declined, wholesale butchers continued operations. You can still see their remnants at the gritty Gansevoort Market Meat Center Offline map Google map, whose niche butchers supply some of the city’s highest-end restaurants. Hector’s Diner, which used to cater to workers on the overnight shift, is another rare throwback. In the 1970s and ’80s, a different kind of trade took over the former warehouses: BDSM sex clubs like the Anvil, which catered to gay men who pounded the cobblestone streets alongside transgender sex workers, drag queens and misfits (including a young RuPaul).

In the late ’90s, the neighborhood changed again. Ritzy establishments moved in, followed by luxury retailers, luring a new type of meat to the district – shoppers. Pastis Offline map Google map, an atmospheric Parisian-style brasserie and early avatar of the new Meatpacking, is going strong at its new location on Gansevoort St. Grab a bite before walking the High Line.


GARDENS WORTH A GANDER

St. Luke in the Fields Garden

Slate paths wind their way to private alcoves, benches included, in this secret garden hidden behind a vine-topped brick wall along Hudson St.

Jane Street Garden

A wrought-iron fence guards this beloved garden established on a once-vacant lot in 1973. Only a few small benches line its plant-fringed promenade – delightful for reading or sipping coffee from Plantshed across the street.

Abingdon Square

More triangle than square, this tiny West Village park is lined with benches surrounding a WWI memorial from 1921. Spring tulips make this strip particularly lovely, and a year-round green market (open 8am to 2pm Saturday) attracts local crowds.




Greet the Chelsea Hotel’s Ghosts Pop culture landmark

Offline map Google map

Opened in 1884, this building is the height of the Queen Anne style, all red brick and wrought-iron balconies. Yet it’s not the architecture that makes this site fascinating. It’s the roster of former artist occupants from ‘the Chelsea’s’ chic-shabby heydays. Management often accepted artworks instead of cash rent – a brilliant proposition with tenants like Jackson Pollock, Bob Dylan, Robert Mapplethorpe and Jimi Hendrix. Leonard Cohen and Janis Joplin had an affair here, commemorated in the former’s ‘Chelsea Hotel #2’. The girlfriend of resident Sid Vicious was found stabbed in their room in 1978. Madonna posed for photographs for her scandalous 1992 book Sex in Room 822. After years of bitter litigation, new owners relocated most residents, and the property reopened in 2022 as a pricey guest hotel. Though the new vibe is ‘understated luxury,’ it’s easy to feel the presence of former residents – much thanks to art that once again hangs on every wall. Honor NYC’s bohemian past in the hotel’s Lobby Bar or the retro-upscale El Quixote restaurant.

Flip Through the Village’s Literary PastStoried sites

Peep into a Village coffee shop and you’ll see no shortage of latop-tapping scribes. They have big shoes to fill: the neighborhood has been a literary hub since the 19th century. No matter what genre you prefer, there’s a pilgrimage spot for you. Writer and activist James Baldwin lived for three years at 81 Horatio St. Mark Twain spent two years at 14 W 10th. Novelist Norman Mailer infamously stabbed his wife Adele Morales with a penknife in their apartment at 73 Perry St (while she didn’t press charges, they divorced soon after). After the success of her play A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry bought a place at 112 Waverly Pl. ‘Flapper feminist’ poet Edna St Vincent Millay lived in one of the Village’s most distinctive homes: a town house at 75 ½ Bedford St, less than 10ft wide. And at the historic White Horse Tavern Offline map Google map, operating since 1880, it’s easy to raise the spirits of hard-drinking poets Dylan Thomas and Delmore Schwartz – sidle up to the wooden bar where they spent hours.


SPOOKY SEASON

Every October, gourds appear on stoops and the occasional skeleton pokes through a parlor-floor window. Yet the highlight of a West Village Halloween is the world-famous parade, which crawls up Sixth Ave after dark on October 31. The event started as a grassroots street party in the ’70s, fueled by the creativity of local artists and theater folk; it now attracts tens of thousands of participants (anyone in a costume can join) and hundreds of thousands of spectators. While the event has gone mainstream, its centerpiece remains the giant handmade puppets that dance through the streets – a nod to the event’s artsy origins.



Step Inside a Buddhist Shrine at the RubinMuseum



Enter this former designer department store in Chelsea and dive deep into Himalayan culture. The Rubin Museum of Art Offline map Google map is the first museum in the Western world dedicated to the art of the Himalayas and surrounding areas, with an impressive collection spanning 1500 years. Stunning textiles, fierce sculptures, Pakistani stone sculptures and Bhutanese paintings reveal the mastery of Buddhist artists. For an immersive experience, head to the Tibetan Buddhist Shrine Room – an installation incorporating sights, sounds and scents in a traditional household shrine.

Spot Famous TV LocationsWalking tour

Experiencing déjà vu while wandering the Village and Chelsea? Chances are you’ve seen the scenery on TV. New Yorkers scoff at how the crew from Friends could ever afford their giant apartment. They surely couldn’t – the loft-like set was, in fact, a soundstage in Los Angeles. Still, the building from the exterior shot, at 90 Bedford St, has become a pilgrimage site for ‘frienatics’ worldwide. A few blocks away, on 66 Perry St, is the town house that Carrie Bradshaw of Sex and the City called home – and which she moves back into in the reboot And Just Like That. It’s meant to be on the Upper East Side, but that’s the magic of TV.

Take a Bite out of Bleecker StreetDining

While the West Village has become one of the city’s most luxurious and desirable neighborhoods, evidence of its working-class, European immigrant past persists. The best stretch for a literal taste of this history may be Bleecker St between Sixth and Seventh Aves. Join the queue for a table at John’s of Bleecker St Offline map Google map, where photos and memorabilia surround old-school booths. In operation since 1929, the joint serves heavenly pies prepared in giant brick pizza ovens, along with pasta and other red sauce fare. If you want to prepare your own Italian feast, take a ticket and wait your turn at Ottomanelli & Sons Offline map Google map, whose expert butchers will help you find the perfect chop. Across the street, Faicco’s Italian Specialities Offline map Google map has been offering gourmet provisions since 1900; you can’t go wrong with their fantastic chicken-cutlet sandwich. Anyone who loves fromage should run to the selection at Murray’s Cheese Offline map Google map, featuring lactose luxuries from around the world. Finish your one-block tour on a sweet note at Pasticceria Rocco Offline map Google map, teeming with rainbow cookies, cannoli and sfogliatella, plus espresso as strong as anything you’ll sip this side of Milan.

Find Public ArtworksStreet sculptures



For a varied (and free) taste of downtown creativity, keep an eye out for notable public artworks on, above and under the streets. Between the towers of NYU’s University Village (505 LaGuardia Pl) looms the 13ft Bust of Sylvette, a concrete sculpture by Picasso. A 20-minute walk to the west lies the cloud-white New York City AIDS Memorial Offline map Google map, commemorating the 100,000 New Yorkers who have died from the disease. Waiting for the A, C or E trains at the Eighth Ave 14th St Station, you might notice an alligator crawling out from a manhole, or a cartoon-like plutocrat clutching a money bag. These impish figures aren’t your average subway riders — they’re part of Life Underground, a station-wide installation by Tom Otterness. In between gallery visits in Chelsea, it’s hard to miss street artist Eduardo Kobra’s vibrant Mount Rushmore mural (10th Ave and 22nd St), which reimagines the American monument with artworld titans Frida Kahlo and three NYC contemporaries – Andy Warhol, Keith Haring and Jean-Michel Basquiat.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Critically Acclaimed Restaurants

Semma $$$

Offline map Google map

Experience summer in South India by ordering the spicy chutneys on Semma’s menu – if reservations are available. Lingering heat from each dish will make you sweat. 5-10pm Mon-Sat

JeJu Noodle Bar $$$

Offline map Google map

Don’t be fooled by the Nighthawks awning out front. There are no Edward Hopper paintings here – just Michelin-starred Korean ramen (called ‘ramyun’). 5-10pm Wed-Fri, from 3pm Sat & Sun

Minetta Tavern $$$

Offline map Google map

Opened in 1937, this tavern was frequented by bohemians like EE Cummings. A cozy 2009 renovation nods to the original. 5pm-midnight, noon-3:30pm Wed-Fri, from 11am-3:30pm Sat & Sun

Taco Style

Los Tacos No 1 $

Offline map Google map

Chelsea Market is the original home of this NYC chain, serving authentic Mexican tacos. Ask for con todo (all the fixings). 11am-10pm Mon-Sat, to 9pm Sun

Taco Mahal $

Offline map Google map

Mix Mexican tacos with Indian flavors to get these ‘Lat-India’ treats: flatbread (roti or naan) stuffed with things like palak paneer. 11am-10pm Mon-Wed & Sun, to 11pm Thu-Sat

Mediterranean Meals

Shukette $$

Offline map Google map

Fluffy pita is an enticing teaser for what’s coming: dollops of labneh, baba ghanoush, crispy eggplant, Arctic char meatballs and more shareable Middle Eastern delicacies. 5-11pm Mon-Sat, 4-10pm Sun

Anixi $$

Offline map Google map

Forget those patchouli-scented vegan dens of the ’90s. This faux-meat fortress is dressed to impress, with velvet curtains and crystal chandeliers as fancy as its Mediterranean-inspired menu. Hours vary

Qanoon $$

Offline map Google map

Palestinian restaurants are rare in NYC, and Qanoon (an alternative spelling for ‘grill’ in Arabic) serves delicious dips, grilled veggies and meats. 5-10pm daily, 10am-4pm Sat & Sun

Brunch & Baked Goods

Banter $

Offline map Google map

This cheery Australian brunch-lunch hang is ideal for a morning pick-me-up. As for its two outposts, a mile apart? That’s what Aussies call ‘ace.’ 8am-3pm Mon-Fri, to 4pm Sat & Sun

	
Cookshop $$

Offline map Google map

Brunch here before (or after) tackling the nearby High Line. Eye-opening cocktails (hello, Cookshop Mary!), inventive egg dishes and outdoor seating make this a Chelsea mainstay. Hours vary

Magnolia Bakery $

Offline map Google map

The original location of this popular chain has had cupcakes featured on the big screen; the real star is the banana pudding. 9:30am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Hector’s Cafe Diner $

Offline map Google map

Time stands still at this humble diner hunkered below the High Line. Join wise guys and the odd tourist with plates of pancakes, omelets and burgers. Hours vary
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Drinking

Wine Bars with Food

St Jardim

Offline map Google map

Perched on a Village side street with oversized windows and outdoor tables, this all-day cafe and wine bar is perfect for people-watching while sharing Mediterranean-inspired plates. Hours vary

Buvette

Offline map Google map

Sip espresso, order wine or settle in for a full meal at this devotedly Francophile cafe-bar-restaurant bubbling over with animated locals, courting couples and West Village wanderers. 8am-midnight

LGBTIQ+ Mainstays

Julius’

Offline map Google map

A cozy dive that’s refreshingly unpretentious. Search for a black-and-white photo from 1966, when the Mattachine Society staged a boundary-breaking ‘Sip-In.’ 4pm-2am Mon-Thu, to 4am Fri, noon-4am Sat, to 2am Sun

Cubbyhole

Offline map Google map

Female-forward crowds have crammed into this snug LGBTIQ+ spot since 1994, playing jukebox tunes while flirting underneath an ephemera-adorned ceiling. 4pm-2am Mon-Thu, to 4am Fri, from 2pm Sat, 2pm-2am Sun

Eagle NYC

Offline map Google map

Leather fetishists and jock-strapped himbos cruise this three-level sleaze palace while dancing and drinking with abandon. Come for summer’s Sunday rooftop beer blasts. 10pm-4am Mon-Sat, from 5pm Sun

Le Bain

Offline map Google map

DJs set the mood inside the Standard Hotel’s rooftop discotheque, where crowds groove to tunes and gush over views. Gay party Paradisco heats up winter Sunday afternoons. Hours vary

Laid-Back Beer & Booze Bars

124 Old Rabbit Club

Offline map Google map

This well-concealed craft beer haunt (look for the word ‘Rabbit’) rewards with rare imported and local brews. Try Brooklyn-based Grimm Artisanal Ales. 6pm-2am Mon-Sat, 4pm-midnight Sun

Bandits

Offline map Google map

Squeeze into a pea-green booth, find Farrah Fawcett on the wood-paneled portrait gallery, and down enough ‘dressed-up’ beers to confidently fondle the shag wall by the bathroom. Hours vary

Happiest Hour

Offline map Google map

Channel the Pacific in this tiki-licious bar splashed with palm prints, ’60s pop and fruity beach cocktails. The Happiest Burger summons fantasies of Cali’s In-N-Out. Hours vary

Classy Cocktails

Employees Only

Offline map Google map

This divine speakeasy-style bar ushered in a new era of haute mixology when it served its first egg-white cocktail in 2004, and it still sets the standard. 6pm-4am

Little Branch

Offline map Google map

It’s a basement Prohibition throwback: patrons clink glasses and sip craft cocktails; and live jazz occasionally accompanies percussive mixologists at work. 6pm-1am Mon-Wed, to 3am Thu-Sat, to midnight Sun

Jungle Bird

Offline map Google map

Classy cocktails with tropical touches (including the bar’s eponymous drink) splish-splash around this two-floor lounge. Downstairs is for intimate groups or dates; upstairs feels friskier. Hours vary

Coffee, Tea & Cookies

Té Company

Offline map Google map

Loose-leaf teas from Taiwanese farmers get served alongside sweets so pretty they belong in a Wes Anderson film. Noon-6pm Tue-Thu, from 11am Sat & Sun

Yanni’s Coffee

Offline map Google map

Get lured inside by the nutty nose of drip coffee and the buttery scent of fresh-baked cookies that are dangerously delectable. 7am-5pm Mon-Fri, from 8pm Sat & Sun
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Shopping

Global Fashion & Food

Cueva

Offline map Google map

A streetside sandwich board showcases the diverse, standout designs represented by this seasonally curated menswear collection, circling the globe from America to Sweden to Japan.

Zuri

Offline map Google map

Colorful racks of one-style-fits-all dresses make this Bleecker St shop stand out. Derived from the Swahili word for ‘good,’ Zuri lives up to its name with ethically sourced Kenyan clothes.

Paperbacks, Notepads, Prints & Patterns

Goods for the Study

Offline map Google map

Hard-core journalers and sketch-pad savants go gaga for the assortment of paper and writing utensils on display at this den for desk goodies. Consider it home-office heaven.

Printed Matter, Inc

Offline map Google map

Don’t expect anything carried by mainstream bookstores here. Instead, trim shelves hide thousands of ideas packed into strange little zines and limited-edition artist monographs.

Overseas Snacks & Exotic Teas

Myers of Keswick

Offline map Google map

If the Union Jacks don’t tip you off, the foreign brands will: Parsons pickled cockles, Percy Pig gummies and enough savory pies to feed His Majesty’s Army.

McNulty’s Tea & Coffee Co, Inc

Offline map Google map

The worn floorboards, fragrant coffee bean sacks and large glass tea jars seem steeped in another era – and they are: this shop started selling caffeinated goods in 1895.




Explore

Union Square, Flatiron & Gramercy

Union Square, Gramercy and Flatiron attract a frenetic melange of upstart university students, old-money New Yorkers and everyone in between. The grab-bag collection is showcased best at the area’s famous park, Union Square, where chess players, Hare Krishnas, apple sellers and protesters mix with harried commuters coming and going via subway. Follow Bloomingdale north and you end up in Flatiron, an architectural gold mine of stately towers, Michelin-starred restaurants and big-box retailers. To the east, Gramercy is decidedly quieter, with its eponymous (and exclusive) park.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-subwaygif]b Subway

Union Sq is a busy train hub. The 4/5/6 come from the Upper East Side and South Brooklyn, the L from Williamsburg and the N/Q/R from Queens and Brooklyn. Take the Q for a link to Times Sq. For the Flatiron District, take the N/R to 23rd St and Broadway or the 6/8 to 23rd on Park Ave South.

[image: icon-bus]g Bus

The M14A and M14D speed cross-town along bus-only 14th St; the M23 runs on 23rd St.


THE BEST

Walk through the FLATIRON DISTRICT to appreciate its angular architecture, including the neighborhood’s namesake tower.

Plan an artisanal-treat picnic at the UNION SQUARE GREENMARKET, then eat it while people-watching from a park bench.

Sip Italian beer on the rooftop of EATALY, or sign up for a class to perfect your pasta-making skills.

Find unique glassware to spice up your home collection at FISHS EDDY.





WALKING TOUR

Gawk at Flatiron’s Grand Towers

It’s easy to get swept up in the Flatiron District’s bustling sidewalks, swirling with shoppers and diners. But if you look up, another side of the city reveals itself – one of gilded grandeur and turn-of-the-20th-century grit. In this well-preserved historic district, each facade tells stories of a metropolis in flux.



START

Church of the Holy Communion

END

26th St & Fifth Ave

LENGTH

0.6 miles; one hour


[image: 14-flatiron-grand-towers-wt-pk-nyc10-jpg]




1 From Church to Theater

Begin at the Gothic Revival temple anchoring 20th St and Sixth Ave’s northeast corner. Built in the mid-19th century as the Episcopalian Church of the Holy Communion, it eventually became the legendary dance club Limelight, a shopping center and then a boutique gym. Its next incarnation? A theater, spearheaded by Tony Award-winning director Michael Arden.

2 A Fashionable Thoroughfare

Walk north along Sixth Ave to appreciate a magnificent collection of cast-iron architecture. During the Gilded Age, these buildings housed swanky department stores frequented by upper-class women. The area earned the moniker ‘Ladies Mile’ until commerce crept north, starting with Macy’s move to Herald Square in 1902.

3 Pie in the Sky

Elegant as a ship sailing uptown, the 285ft-tall Flatiron Building (or the Fuller Building, originally) grows more beautiful the longer you stare at its ornate, triangular limestone-and-terra-cotta facade. Critics hated it upon completion in 1902; the New York Tribune called it a ‘stingy piece of pie.’ But the public was enamored, and postcard pictures of the sky-high tower quickly circled the globe.

4 Size Matters

Amble around Madison Square Park’s fountain for a 360-degree view of architectural titans. To the east, the marble-sheathed, campanile-topped Met Life Tower reaches 700ft high; it became the city’s tallest tower in 1909. Look north to see another former ‘tallest’ title holder — the Empire State Building.

5 Fancy Facades

Continue walking along the park’s eastern path to pass two more knockouts – the 1899 beaux arts Appellate Division Courthouse (27 Madison Ave), with its Roman temple entrance, and Cass Gilbert’s 1928 New York Life Building (51 Madison Ave), crowned with a six-story golden roof.

6 Painted Lady

Finally, stand on the southeast corner of W 26 St and Fifth Ave to gaze at Tristan Eaton’s 100ft-tall mural, The Gilded Lady (236 Fifth Ave), modeled after victimized chorus girl Evelyn Nesbit. A turn-of-the-century Marilyn Monroe, Nesbit’s jealous husband shot her former lover (architect Stanford White) not far from Madison Square Park.




[image: map]





1Top Experiences

 Union SquareB5




1Experiences

1Pete’s TavernC5

2Dear IrvingC5

3Gramercy ParkC4

4National Arts ClubC4

5Theodore Roosevelt’s BirthplaceB4

6Harry Potter New YorkB4

7Books of WonderA5

8Kidding AroundA6

9CAMP 5th AvenueA5

10Evelyn’s PlaygroundC5

11Fishs EddyB4

12Fotografiska New YorkC4

13Shake ShackB3

14Gramercy TavernB4

15Daily ProvisionsC4

16Caffè PannaC4

17Strand Book StoreC6

18Museum of SexB2

19EatalyA3




5Eating

20Eleven Madison ParkB3

21CosmeB4

22Casa MonoC5

23abcVB5

24Union Square CafeC4

25ililiA2

26KymaA5

27La Pecora Bianca NomadA3

28CoteB4

29LautB5




6Drinking

30SerraA3

31230 FifthA2

32Chapel BarC4

33Old Town Bar & RestaurantB5

34Oscar WildeA2

35Irving FarmC5

36COPPAB2




7Shopping

37Bedford Cheese ShopC5

38Ten Ichi MartA4

39Paragon SportsB5









TOP EXPERIENCE

Join the Crowd at Union Square


Union Square is the gathering ground between uptown, downtown, eastside and west. It’s like the Noah’s Ark of New York, pulling at least two of every kind from the city’s concrete seas. Join the intricate urban network of farmers, shoppers, skateboarders, loiterers and activists.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

The best time to visit is around the Union Square Greenmarket (open 8am to 6pm on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday). Come hungry – there are plenty of hand-held treats to try.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for info on Greenmarket events and activities.



Protest Park

Union Square wasn’t originally intended to be a people’s park – an iron fence enclosed the space from its opening in 1839 until 1872. Yet its name became something of a prophecy. In 1882, roughly 10,000 workers joined forces here, calling for ‘less work and more pay’ – marking the first Labor Day parade in the USA.

Social and political protest became central to Union Square’s identity in the coming decades. Walk along the southern border, and you’ll likely see activists rallying today. Even if you don’t hear a demonstration, there’s always a silent protest at play. Look south for proof, where a 10-story building reveals a so-called Climate Clock. In 2020, the digital display began counting down how much time the world has left to get climate change under control before its impacts become even more severe.

Farm Fresh

Despite the park’s history of protest, produce is now the main attraction. Farmers, bakers and craft makers from the tristate area peddle their wares at the Union Square Greenmarket – the largest in town. In peak season, 140 vendors crowd around the north and west sides of the park, selling a smorgasbord to roughly 60,000 shoppers. There’s plenty of fare for at-home chefs (fresh veggies, meats and artisanal cheeses), along with selections perfect for an outdoor picnic (fruits, breads, sweets and ciders).

After finding your food, head to the benches along the park’s green square or grab one of the many metal picnic tables scattered about. When it comes to people-watching, there’s no bad seat in the house.
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Holiday Cheer

Union Square’s market is delightful year-round, but in late fall, it gets downright jolly. From mid-November to December 24, the park is home to the Holiday Market – a European-style Christmas bazaar with tiny huts selling assorted gifts. The scene is particularly charming at night, when you can stroll underneath twinkling fairy lights to find one-of-a-kind creations while sipping hot chocolate.


QUICK BREAK

Every summer, a beer garden opens along the park’s northern boundary. It’s run by Torch & Crown, Manhattan’s only brewery, which you can visit year-round in the Village.





EXPERIENCES

Skip Down Irving PlaceStreet stroll

Unlike most sprawling city streets, Irving Pl is only six blocks – running from 14th to 20th Sts between Park and Third Aves. Urban visionary Samuel Ruggles, who developed the area in the 1830s, named this stretch after Legend of Sleepy Hollow author Washington Irving, who was rumored to have lived at 49 Irving Pl. Though a plaque outside commemorates the man, the story isn’t true. Elsie de Wolfe and Elisabeth Marbury, a 19th-century lesbian power couple with a flair for theatrics, apparently fabricated the tale. Many well-known names still trod these blocks, however, including William Sydney Porter (pen name O. Henry), who wrote Gift of the Magi while living at 55 Irving Pl. A heavy drinker, he frequented Pete’s Tavern Offline map Google map across the street. Slinging beers since 1864, Pete’s is the city’s oldest continually operating restaurant and bar. For a setting that matches the area’s Gilded Age splendor, book a reservation at Dear Irving Offline map Google map, a cocktail lounge with Victorian decor. Round out the tour with a pick-me-up from Irving Farm, serving strong coffee since 1996.

Peek into a Private GardenArchitecture tour

Walk to the north end of Irving Pl and a symphony of gated green space awaits – but only if you’re one of the 300-odd people with a key. This is Gramercy Park Offline map Google map, open only to residents of the 39 surrounding homes – exactly as Samuel Ruggles envisioned it upon opening in 1831. Peer through the fence to imagine the famous hands that held those coveted keys while wandering its perimeter, lined with Italianate, Greek and Gothic Revival facades. On Gramercy Park South, there’s the members-only National Arts Club Offline map Google map, designed by Central Park co-creator Calvert Vaux, with its free, public art gallery. Next door is the Players, a private social club founded in 1888 by Shakespearean actor Edwin Booth (brother of President Lincoln’s assassin). Actors James Cagney (Yankee Doodle Dandy), Margaret Hamilton (Oz’s original Wicked Witch) and Jimmy Fallon lived at 34 Gramercy Park East; Thomas Edison once called 24 Gramercy Park South home. Still dreaming of garden access? Visit on Christmas Eve – it’s open to the public for one hour.


Imagine Little ‘Teedie’ at Theodore Roosevelt’s BirthplaceHistory museum

Offline map Google map

Four decades before 26th President Teddy Roosevelt carried his proverbial ‘big stick’ around Washington DC, a young ‘Teedie’ (his childhood nickname) crawled around 28 E 20th St in a handsome brownstone built in 1848. Although the original house where he grew up was demolished during his lifetime, the current reconstruction replicates the past wonderfully. Original furniture and period-proper restorations resurrect his family’s ghosts, and two ground-floor galleries showcase interesting ephemera – including the bullet-battered shirt Roosevelt wore when he was shot in 1912. Watch the site’s 25-minute film for a crash course in Roosevelt’s early life, then join a free guided tour (10:30am, 11:30am, 1:30pm and 2:30pm) to see the historically furnished rooms. It’s easy to miss this unadorned building – look out for the National Park Service signage.

Find Your Inner Child in FlatironFamily fun

Whether traveling with young ones or just a kid at heart, this part of town offers copious adventures. The most magical is Harry Potter New York Offline map Google map, a three-floor, 20,000-sq-ft shop dedicated to the Wizarding World that’s so massive it appears in the World Record Academy. Make time for the Butterbeer Bar, which serves the sweet (non-alcoholic!) drink on draft or in bottles – and even in ice-cream form. Nearby is one of the city’s most beloved independent children’s bookstores, Books of Wonder Offline map Google map, which inspired Meg Ryan’s character’s shop in the 1997 rom-com You’ve Got Mail. A similar essence is captured just a couple of blocks away in toy form at family-run Kidding Around Offline map Google map with mindfully curated gifts for kids of all ages. Then, wrap shopping and playtime together at the flagship location of CAMP 5th Avenue Offline map Google map, which hosts a rotating exhibit of experiences. Finally, let loose at Evelyn’s Playground Offline map Google map in Union Square, where climbing to the top of the metal dome is a badge of honor for city kids.

Spice Up Your Kitchen at Fishs EddyBoutique shopping

Offline map Google map

Blunt, bold and brassy – Fishs Eddy (@fishseddynyc) encapsulates that distinct mix of New York chutzpah in, of all things, tableware. This beloved shop has been boasting ‘we do the dishes’ since 1986. And they do – with fun-loving products that make quintessential city souvenirs, be it a ‘don’t touch my nuts’ squirrel dish or Lady Liberty mug. Kitchen collectibles aside, the shop has some amusing artwork by artist-in-residence Ben Lovitz, whose ‘Pigeons of NYC’ series pays homage to New York’s ubiquitous bird. Silly pet portraits in the back also belong to Lovitz; he occasionally drops in to paint on-the-spot masterpieces of furry friends. If he isn’t on-site, you’re still in luck – he does commissions (benlenovitz.com). Be sure to check the store’s Instagram, too – founder Julie Gaines sometimes gives tours of a secret upstairs museum.

Get Drunk on PhotographyPhoto museum

Fotografiska New York Offline map Google map, the first US outpost of a popular Stockholm art club, fills five floors of a stunning Renaissance Revival building (1892) with groundbreaking photography. The exhibits always rotate, featuring everything from high-gloss fashion glam to stark photojournalism. Guests are encouraged to treat it like a social space: order a glass of wine from the downstairs cafe and take it up to the galleries, or have a chat in the top floor’s velvet armchairs. Once you’re through the exhibits, grab a table at Verōnika, a sceney on-site bar and restaurant with standout chandeliers. You can keep the party going at Chapel Bar, a cathedral-turned-cocktail hall hidden behind an unmarked door in the lobby.

Taste the Danny Meyer DifferenceFood tour

When a hot dog cart opened in Madison Square Park in 2001, it had one goal: support the park’s first art installation. More than two decades later, it’s a permanent kiosk, but more significantly, it has serious bragging rights as the world’s first Shake Shack Offline map Google map. The man behind the beloved burger is Danny Meyer, who opened his first restaurant, Union Square Cafe, in 1985 at age 27. (The restaurant moved to 19th St and Park in 2016 and is still delicious). Meyer now has all the flashy accolades – Michelin stars, James Beard Awards – and though his empire stretches across town, this neighborhood remains his home base. Here, you’ll find Gramercy Tavern Offline map Google map, known for its seasonal menus, and the first location of his bakery and coffee shop, Daily Provisions Offline map Google map (try the cruller).

Apparently, food runs in the family: his daughter, Hallie Meyer, is making her stamp around Gramercy Park with the Italian gelato shop Caffè Panna Offline map Google map. Make it a father-daughter day – start with his burger, finish with her affogato sundae.


BEYOND HOME FURNISHINGS

For a home furnishing store to become such a stitched-in part of the city fabric is no easy feat. But then again, ABC Carpet & Home, which started as a pushcart business in the early 1900s, has become such a bastion that it’s been called ‘Disneyland for rich adults.’ Though recently downsized and under new ownership, the eclectic mix of offerings on the ground floor is worth browsing, as is the basement for the range of global carpets. A definite don’t-miss is dining at one of its three Jean-Georges Vongerichten restaurants: flagship abc kitchen, Latin-inspired abc cocina and plant-based abcV.



Breeze Through 18 Miles of BooksBookstore

Offline map Google map

New York City is stacked with great bookstores, and the Strand is top-shelf compared to the rest. Initially launched in 1927, this well-read institution’s 12th St location is the only survivor of New York’s former Book Row on Fourth Ave. Today, the indie shop’s ‘18 miles’ of new, used and rare books (or 2.5 million books, if you wanna get specific), stretch across three floors, with bargain books outside. The 1st floor has a branch of the Brooklyn Roasting Company, while the top floor hosts book signings and readings. Overwhelmed by the selection? Curated tables on the entry level divide new releases based on interests – though the best thing to do here is to grab a cup of joe and get lost in the paperback maze.

Revise Your Sex EducationMuseum

Don’t judge the Museum of Sex Offline map Google map (‘MoSex’) by its title. It’s a tiny bit titillating, but it’s mainly educational. After all, the establishment’s mission is to ‘preserve and present the history, evolution, and cultural significance of human sexuality.’ Case in point: when the museum opened its first exhibit ‘NYCSEX: How New York Transformed Sex in America’ in 2002, it also launched its first board of directors, which includes historians and scholars from leading universities. More proof is in the ongoing ‘Artifact’ exhibit, showcasing relics from the 15,000-plus permanent collection – there’s a lotus shoe from China, a turn-of-the-20th-century vibrator, a Playboy in braille and more. If you prefer something less cerebral, explore the four galleries of ‘Super Funland’ – an erotic carnival with a fortune-telling machine featuring RuPaul and a biometric kissing booth that measures passion between partners. Perhaps you leave the parents at home for this one – it’ll be less awkward contemplating the gift shop’s sex toys. Patrons must be 18 and over.


EAT IT ALL UP IN MADISON SQUARE PARK

Madison Square Park is much more than the original Shake Shack site – though it’s a tasty reason to visit. There’s a fantastic dog run, plenty of benches and temporary art installations, which are always worth a gander. When it opened to the public in 1847, this green patch defined Manhattan’s upper reaches. By 1915, it served as the city center, and the chocolate-dipped brownstones of Edith Wharton’s era gave way to grand towers. It’s not exactly Times Square today, but the park is still perpetually buzzing. Find a free bench to savor the scene.



Master Pasta Making at EatalyFood and classes

Offline map Google map

Getting lost inside this epicurean Italian palace isn’t such a bad thing. While wandering the first US outpost of Eataly, you’ll stumble through roughly 50,000 sq ft packed with specialty goods like a finely layered lasagna (meats, cheeses, olive oils, dry pastas, pestos). There are also seven restaurants, including the lovely year-round rooftop bar Serra. Nab a table to eat all the Italian classics – panini, pastries, pasta, pizza and enough gelato to give all of NYC a brain freeze.

But instead of aimless wandering, consider coming here with a purpose: to spruce up your chef skills. Sign up for an on-site class, where you might master pasta making under the tutelage of a professional pastaio (pasta maker) or perfect a Neapolitan pizza recipe. Even if you’re not the next Mario Batali, you can enjoy a few drinks while trying something new. Classes generally run for one to two hours. Sign up online at eataly.com/us_en/stores/nyc-flatiron. There’s another big Eataly downtown near the One World Trade Center.
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Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Unforgettable Fine Dining

Eleven Madison Park $$$

Offline map Google map

Dedicated to sustainability and consistently excellent (Michelin agrees: three stars). Chef Daniel Humm raised the stakes in 2021 with a plant-based menu. 5:30-10pm Mon-Wed, 5-11pm Thu-Sun, noon-2pm Sat

Cosme $$$

Offline map Google map

Enrique Olvera of Mexico City’s Pujol lends his style to this restaurant, serving elevated renditions of south-of-the-border staples. 5:30-9:30pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat, noon-2:30pm Sat & Sun

Casa Mono $$$

Offline map Google map

Watch your Michelin-starred Spanish tapas get prepared bar-side, or discreetly discuss each flavor-packed bite at a table. No reservation? Pop into adjoining Bar Jamón to wait. Noon-11pm

abcV $$$

Offline map Google map

Jean-Georges Vongerichten nails his ABCs at three restaurants connected to the same-named department store. This bright vegan restaurant deserves extra applause. Noon-3pm & 5-10pm Mon-Fri, 11am-3pm & 5:30-10pm Sat & Sun

Mediterranean Meals

Union Square Cafe $$$

Offline map Google map

Danny Meyer earned his reputation upon opening this semi-formal restaurant in 1985. Italian-style dishes and exceptional service earn high marks. 11:30am-10:30pm Sun-Wed, to 11pm Thu-Sat

ilili $$

Offline map Google map

Pomegranate seeds glitter like jewels at this elegant restaurant, where Lebanese cuisine gets its dressed-up due. The menu will please meat-eaters and vegetarians alike. Hours vary

Kyma $$$

Offline map Google map

Kyma, meaning ‘wave’ in Greek, delights: fish dishes (lobster, shellfish and the rest) splash NYC with Ionian Sea style. 11:30am-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, to 9pm Sun

La Pecora Bianca Nomad $$

Offline map Google map

You’re coming here for ambience. Streetside tables are like a European-style plaza. 11:30am-10pm Mon-Wed, to 10:30pm Thu & Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun, to 9pm Sun

Asian Flavors

Cote $$$

Offline map Google map

Beef lovers unite in this moody Korean-American steakhouse. Let your inner carnivore roar by splurging on the Butcher’s Feast. 5-10pm Sun-Wed, to 1am Thu-Sat


Laut $$

Offline map Google map

It’s a Southeast Asia portal: each bite of food recalls kitchens in Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand. 11:30am-3:15pm Mon-Fri, 5-9:45pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri, from 1pm Sat & Sun

[image: img]
Drinking

Rooftop Bars

Serra

Offline map Google map

The crown jewel of Italian food emporium Eataly, this rooftop garden celebrates each season with corresponding decor. Relax with a Peroni or tuck into some pasta. 11am-10:30pm

230 Fifth

Offline map Google map

Tourists, couples, colleagues, families: everyone loves the Empire State Building view from this outdoor-indoor rooftop bar. 4pm-midnight Mon-Thu, to 3am Fri, 11:30am-4am Sat, 11:30am-midnight Sun

Historic Haunts for Beer & Cocktails

Chapel Bar

Offline map Google map

Feeling naughty? Sit in the former confessional booth inside this church-turned-cocktail den to divulge your sins over drinks. Come here after touring Fotografiska. 6pm-2am Tue-Sat

Old Town Bar

Offline map Google map

It still looks like 1892: mahogany bar, tin ceilings and an impressive urinal. Your order: martini, burger. 11:30am-midnight Mon, 11.30am-12.30am Tue-Sat, noon-10pm Sun

Oscar Wilde

Offline map Google map

Much like its namesake author, this bar brims with Victorian flamboyance. Frilly wallpaper, a marble fireplace and NYC’s longest bar – which would probably please Wilde immensely. Hours vary

Artisanal Coffee

Irving Farm

Offline map Google map

Head to this bustling downstairs cafe (the original of a mini-chain) to appreciate hand-picked coffee beans on an exceptionally pretty street. 7am-5pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun

COPPA

Offline map Google map

A great day spot to grab coffee before strolling through Madison Square Park. At night, it’s a cozy cubby for sipping wine. 6:30am-6pm, 7-11pm

[image: img]
Shopping

Specialty Shops

Bedford Cheese Shop

Offline map Google map

Brooklyn’s celebrated cheesemonger brings artisanal outer-borough foodie vibe to dairy-loving Manhattanites. Pick deli treats for a picnic, or eat in with a tasting board.

Ten Ichi Mart

Offline map Google map

This slender Japanese grocer will fill you up with all kinds of cheap treats, including every flavor of mochi.

Paragon Sports

Offline map Google map

Going strong since 1908, this three-floor department store is heaven for outdoor enthusiasts and sports fiends. You can also apply for a permit to use NYC’s tennis courts here.




Explore

Midtown

Long mythologized as the ‘Crossroads of the World,’ Times Square is what non–New Yorkers often picture as its emblem: commerce, crowds and round-the-clock entertainment. Give in to the pull of bright lights shining around 42nd St and Broadway, but don’t skip areas to the east and west – like food-packed Koreatown, LGBTIQ+ haunt Hell’s Kitchen and green pocket Bryant Park. Slices of Midtown have taken many monikers, like the ‘Tenderloin’ (so-called by policemen to reflect the richness of bribes available from district brothels during the 19th century) and the ‘Garment District’ for early 20th-century clothing manufacturing.

   Times Square became smut central around the 1960s, but a clean-up project in the mid ’90s led to its Disneyfication. Still, Midtown isn’t exactly Main Street America – gritty holdouts from previous eras mix with shiny skyscrapers, illustrating New York’s chameleon-like instinct to adapt.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-subwaygif]b Subway

Midtown is easily accessible from nearly all train lines. For Midtown West, take the 1/2/3, 7, A/C/E or N/Q/R/W to Times Sq-42nd St. For Midtown East, take the 4/5/6 to Grand Central-42nd St. The S (Shuttle) travels between both stations. The B/D/F and M will take you to Rockefeller Center. The 1/2/3 and A/C/E will get you to Madison Square Garden at 34th St.


THE BEST

See the next Tony Award–winning play or blockbuster musical on BROADWAY.

Hang out with Picasso, Van Gogh and Warhol at the mind-expanding MUSEUM OF MODERN ART.

Bask in the glow of several million light bulbs flashing non-stop in TIMES SQUARE.

Take a food tour around cultural enclaves like CURRY HILL and KOREATOWN.





WALKING TOUR

Admire the Heights of Billionaires’ Row

Cloud-piercing towers along Central Park’s southern border have transformed the city’s skyline since 2010. Walk the strip dubbed Billionaires’ Row to see skyscrapers that are taller, skinnier and far more luxurious than the average NYC highrise.



START

220 Central Park South

END

432 Park Ave

LENGTH

1.5 miles; one hour


[image: 15-billionaires-row-wt-pk-nyc10-jpg]




1 America’s Most Expensive Homes

220 Central Park South is a limestone magnet for New York’s highest rollers. In 2021, Brooklyn Nets owner Joe Tsai purchased two units for a whopping $157.5 million – the third-most-expensive US residence ever sold. As for the most expensive, that award goes to hedge fund king Ken Griffin, who purchased a unit in the same building for $238 million.

2 Penthouse Prices

If you don’t count One World Trade Center’s 408ft spire, Central Park Tower (finished in 2020) is NYC’s tallest building, soaring 1550ft over Manhattan. The price tag to live in the three-floor penthouse? Roughly $200 million.

3 Asleep in the Sky

You don’t need millions to stay in One57 (completed in 2014), but you will have to pay upwards of $800 a night. Guests wake up with their heads in the clouds at the Park Hyatt New York, a ritzy hotel within the building.

4 Slender Architecture

If buildings on Billionaires’ Row were supermodels, 111 West 57th (completed in 2021) would be fashion icon Twiggy. Also called Steinway Tower, it holds the record for skinniest skyscraper in the world, with a height-to-width ratio of 24:1. This pencil palace is one of the prettier supertalls, with a stepped profile nodding to the city’s art deco days.

5 Wide-Angle Lens

Take a Central Park detour to appreciate these skyscrapers from afar. Enter at 59th St and Sixth Ave, then loop around the Pond via the Gapstow Bridge. From here, crane your neck to see Midtown’s giants dwarfing the city around them.

6 Rich People Problems

There’s no need to envy residences on the ‘row.’ Life inside 432 Park Ave, soaring since 2014, isn’t always sunny. Complaints about architect Rafael Viñoly’s 1396ft-tall rectangle include creaking walls, plumbing issues and elevators that stall during high winds. All this feels appropriate for a facade inspired by a trash can (no joke) – and often compared to a middle finger.
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1Top Experiences

 Times SquareD4

 Empire State BuildingE5

 Museum of Modern ArtE2




1Experiences

1Sardi’sC3

2Joe AllenC3

3Don’t Tell MamaC3

4Drama Book ShopC4

5Museum of BroadwayD3

6Summit One VanderbiltF4

7EdgeB5

8Top of the RockE2

9Chrysler BuildingF4

10Grand Central TerminalF4

11Grand Central MarketF4

 Grand Central Oyster Bar & Restaurant(see 10)

 Grand Central City Winery(see 10)

12Bryant Park GrillE4

 Bryant Park Cafe(see 12)

 Le Carrousel(see 12)

 Bryant Park Movie Nights(see 12)

 Skating Rink at Bryant Park(see 12)

13New York Public LibraryE4

14Morgan Library & MuseumF5

15St Patrick’s CathedralE2

16Carnegie HallD1

17Paley Center for MediaE2

18United NationsH3

19Garment DistrictD4

20H MartE6

21Jongro Rice HotdogE5

22Dons BogamF5

23Jongro BbqE6

24Her Name is HanE6

25HanGawiE6

26BangiaE5

27Turntable LP BarE6

28Radio City Music HallE2

29Intrepid Sea, Air & Space MuseumA3

30Circle Line Boat ToursA4

31Manhattan Kayak CoA3

32Manhattan Community BoathouseA1

33Madison Square GardenC6

34Tiffany & CoE1

35Bergdorf GoodmanE1

36Saks Fifth AvenueE2

37Macy’sD5

38Museum at FITD6

39Museum of Arts & DesignC1

40BirdlandC3

41Jazz at Lincoln CenterC1

42Jazz GalleryE6




5Eating

43Le BernardinD2

44BarbettaC3

45Monkey BarF2

46Mercado Little SpainB6

47Urban HawkerD2

48Sushi 35 WestD5

 Ace’s Pizza(see 8)

49DainobuE1

50LumLumB3

51Blue WillowE1

52Amy’s BreadC3

53Sullivan Street BakeryA3




6Drinking

54Culture EspressoE5

55LevainB1

56Remi43 Flower & CoffeeG3

 Pebble Bar(see 8)

57Bar CentraleC3

58DarlingE1

59Tomi JazzG2

60Lantern’s KeepE3

 Campbell(see 10)

61As IsB2

62Rudy’s Bar & GrillB3

63IndustryC2

64DickensC3




7Shopping

65ArgosyF1

66Christie’sE3

 FAO Schwarz(see 8)

 New York Transit Museum Store(see 10)

67Fine & DandyB2

68Delphinium HomeC3

69DomusB3

70M&J TrimmingE5

71B&HC5









TOP EXPERIENCE

Light up the Night in Times Square


There isn’t a dimmer switch and it’s packed round the clock. Times Square is a splash of Vegas, a soupçon of Disney and a digital deluge of American commercialism. Love it or loathe it, it’s hard not to be mesmerized by the glittering lights.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Avoid hawkers, including costumed cartoon characters importuning kids for photos. You will be strongly – perhaps aggressively – encouraged to tip. If taking a cab, walk a few blocks away to avoid traffic.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for info on events around Times Square.



Naming the Square

Making money has always been Times Square’s raison d’être. Before its current name, the area was called Longacre Sq. Then, when the IRT (NYC’s first subway line) announced a Longacre subway station in 1904, businesses began speculating that moving nearby could increase profits. These businesses included the New York Times, which moved from Nassau St to Broadway and 42nd St the same year. It was a genius decision: with an ‘in-house’ subway station, the Times would have faster distribution and increased commuter sales. The cherry on top? The square was renamed in the paper’s honor.

Although the Times moved west in 1913, one of the paper’s traditions remains – ringing in the new year. First celebrated in 1904 to commemorate the company’s recently opened headquarters, NYC’s New Year’s Eve bash now attracts around one million people, who gather on December 31 to watch a Waterford crystal ball descend from 1 Times Square at midnight.

Advertising Epicenter

Facades are the faces of most New York neighborhoods, but here it’s all about the ads. Building exteriors are de facto canvases for products, and many feature digital billboards running non-stop videos. Care to join the commercial competition? A whopping $40 will buy you 15 seconds of fame on an 18,000-sq-ft screen wrapped around the 46-story TSX Broadway building at 49th St. Just download the TSX app, upload your video and voilà – you’ve hit the big time.

[image: jpg]
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From Peep Shows to Pedestrians

Being seen in this neighborhood wasn’t always admirable. Starting in the 1960s, Times Square became a pit for peep shows, porn theaters and three-card monte scammers; in 1981, Rolling Stone dubbed 42nd St the ‘sleaziest block in America.’ All that changed in the mid-1990s when city mandates downgraded the area’s X-rating to a G (Naked Cowboy not included). Now, roughly 360,000

people pass through Times Square each day. Climb the 27 red steps above the TKTS booth at 47th St to see the wide-eyed visitors swarming below you.


TAKE A BREAK

Skip Times Square restaurants and head to Restaurant Row, a block of 46th St between Eighth and Ninth Aves, or to 9th Ave in Hell’s Kitchen for various international eats.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Discover the Museum of Modern Art


Name a notable artist from the 19th century onward – Van Gogh, Matisse, Picasso, Kahlo, Rothko, Warhol, Bourgeois – and MoMA probably shows some of their best work among its 200,000-piece collection. For aesthetes, it’s an encounter with the sublime; for the uninitiated, a cultural crash course.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Timed tickets are required to guarantee museum entry; a limited number of tickets are also available for purchase on-site. In general, Mondays and Tuesdays are less crowded than weekends.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to access MoMA maps and audio guides.



Collection Highlights

Attempting to see everything in MoMA’s 630,000-sq-ft space could take half a day or more – a surefire way to experience museum fatigue. Instead, go through the collection chronologically, making sure to glimpse the big names on display. Pieces rotate through the galleries at least once a year, which means first-timers might miss some famous works, but repeat visitors will get a fresh experience.

Work your way down: Floor 5 covers the 1880s to the 1940s. Count on seeing Van Gogh’s swirling Starry Night, Monet’s impressionist water lilies, and, if you’re lucky, Frida Kahlo’s gender-bending Self Portrait with Cropped Hair. Floor 4 tackles the 1940s to the 1970s, with Jackson Pollock and Andy Warhol leading the charge. Don’t miss Faith Ringgold’s 1967 response to Picasso’s Guernica in the shocking American People Series #20: Die. On floor 2, 1970s–present, there’s Richard Serra’s Equal, composed of 80-ton steel stacks, and works by painter Jean-Michel Basquiat and photographer Catherine Opie. The museum’s temporary exhibitions are often spectacular, covering a range of themes and styles.

Outside the Galleries

Recharge from the gallery grind by stepping outside into the Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Sculpture Garden, with works by greats like Giacometti and Picasso. (It’s free to the public from 9am to 10:15am.) If it’s raining, opt for a film at one of the gallery’s theaters – same-day tickets are free with admission (see moma.org/film). Families can drop by the Family Art Lab to create artworks of their own.
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STEFANO POLITI MARKOVINA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Gift Shop & Grub

When it comes to gift shops, MoMA is among the city’s best. On top of exquisite books, you’ll find posters, prints and assorted knickknacks. Don’t miss the MoMA Design Store across the street – the furniture, jewelry and artsy accessories turn heads.

If you’re after food, there’s the Bar Room’s à la carte menu and the Modern’s prix fixe (both pricey), or you can opt for the decent cafe fare on Floors 2 and 6.


ART DETOUR

Use your MoMA ticket for free access to MoMA PS1 located in Queens, good for 14 days after your purchase.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Scale the Heights of the Empire State Building


There’s a reason King Kong chose this tower above the rest. One World Trade Center might be taller. The Chrysler Building might be prettier. But when it comes to skyline landmarks, the Empire State Building is NYC’s queen. Take the vertiginous elevator ride to spectacular city views.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Timed tickets are required and often available for same-day purchase. Sunset offers exquisite light, but tickets come with a $10 surcharge. Allow about an hour to take it all in.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to purchase tickets.



Skyscraper Competition

Built in a frenzied 410 days, this steel-framed, limestone-and-granite-clad art deco emblem opened in 1931 with a spectacular title – the world’s tallest building. Its 103 floors stretch 1250 vertical feet, with an antenna bringing its height to 1454ft top to bottom. The rival Chrysler Building previously set the record in 1930, with a last-minute spire hoisted in secret – part of an intense race for the coveted ‘tallest’ credit. Unlike the Chrysler, the ESB held the title for 40 years – until the World Trade Center’s Twin Towers climbed 100ft higher.

Views and Exhibitions

The ESB has two observation decks: the main one on the 86th floor, which is outdoors, and a tiny round room with floor-to-ceiling windows on the 102nd floor. Given the 102nd floor costs an additional $35, it’s fair to say the 86th is plenty satisfying. While you’re on the 86th floor, train the binoculars on the nearby Chrysler Building to admire its splendid deco details.

Admission also grants access to exhibitions on the 2nd and 80th floors, which include history about the ESB’s construction and its place in pop culture. Don’t miss the photo-op with King Kong’s giant paw, where you can give your best impression of Ann Darrow (the unfortunate woman caught in the gorilla’s grip).
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Timing Your Visit

If you’re an early riser, consider booking the Starbucks Reserve Sunrise Experience, which jolts visitors awake with a 5:45am arrival time on Saturdays ($135). The tour includes plenty of coffee and few other visitors – making this ideal for beating crowds. If you don’t do mornings, try visiting between noon and 2pm, once the day’s first rush is over and the masses thin out. You can also visit late (after 10pm, when the observation decks stay open until midnight). Looking at the city’s shining lights, Deborah Kerr’s (paraphrased) words to Cary Grant in An Affair to Remember ring true: this really is the closest thing we have to heaven in New York.


NIGHT WATCH

Look up after dark as the ESB’s top 30 floors light up with LEDs capable of displaying over 16 million colors, often celebrating seasons, holidays, local sports teams or charitable organizations.





EXPERIENCES

Rub Shoulders with Broadway BabiesTheater haunts

Seeing a show on Broadway: aside from office work, that’s what brings many locals to Midtown. Unless, of course, you’re one of the city’s talented actors and singers who come from afar to make it on NYC’s stages. Chorus kids, seasoned hoofers and other theater industry professionals often live, hang out and, if lucky, perform in the area. For a taste of old-school insider Broadway, stop by Sardi’s Offline map Google map, a restaurant with walls covered in caricatures of famous patrons. You might spot actors clinking glasses post-performance at Bar Centrale and Joe Allen Offline map Google map, both on 46th St’s Restaurant Row. Don’t Tell Mamma Offline map Google map, a storied piano bar, draws talented cabaret performers and the occasional big-name chanteuse. Rub elbows with theater cognoscenti searching for scripts at the Drama Book Shop Offline map Google map, designed by Hamilton’s scenic designer. Can’t make it to a show? The interactive Museum of Broadway Offline map Google map is worth a visit, especially for theater kids. You’ll see costumes, artifacts and paraphernalia from Broadway’s most iconic productions, like Oklahoma, Cats, The Producers and Wicked.

Compare Skyline ViewsCity panoramas

For adrenaline-pumping perspectives on Midtown’s urban forestry, jet to some of its highest observation decks – best done around sunset, as the city transforms from day to glittering night.

On Summit One’s Offline map Google map 91st and 92nd floors, you’ll find infinity mirrors and a room of silver balloons, good for batting around. Even bathrooms look out onto the city – in the men’s, the Chrysler Building looms nearby.

Hudson Yards’ skyscrapers look like mini Dubai. The tallest, the Edge Offline map Google map, adds adrenaline boosters like slanted glass fencing, where you can lean out to peer at taxis 100 floors below. Thrillseekers can don a helmet and harness to climb outside for the highest open-air building ascent in the world ($185, minus deck entry price).

The Top of the Rock Offline map Google map, crowning 30 Rockefeller Plaza, has three levels of blockbuster perspectives, including a 360-degree panorama from the 70th floor. It’s 850ft up without glass barriers, making it perfect for photos. More straightforward than the others with less fussy add-on displays, it’s a convenient choice. Reserve timed online tickets for all.


THEATER TICKET DISCOUNTS

Broadway tickets often have three-digit prices these days, but there are ways to score fabulous seats at a fraction of the cost. For the most options, visit the Theatre Development Fund’s TKTS booth under the red steps in Times Square’s Father Duffy Square, offering up to 50% off same-day shows and next-day matinees (lines can be long). Most shows hold lotteries, allowing select winners to purchase choice seats at bargain prices. Many productions also have rush tickets, slashing seat prices on a first-come, first-serve basis. The TodayTix app offers discounted pricing in all forms, including digital lotteries.



Look Up at the Chrysler BuildingArchitecture

Offline map Google map

Opened in 1930 as the headquarters of the eponymous auto empire, the 77-floor Chrysler Building is New York’s most flamboyant example of art deco architecture, guarded by stylized eagles of chromium-nickel and topped by a seven-tiered spire reminiscent of the rising sun. Topping out at 1046ft, it held the title of the world’s tallest building for 11 months until the nearby Empire State Building sprang up. The best view is from the corner of Third Ave and 44th St or the telescopes on the ESB observation deck. Although the Chrysler Building has no restaurant or observation deck, its lobby is a lavish consolation prize. Lobby guards will usher you around the edges as you gaze above at a 20th-century response to the Sistine Chapel – Edward Trumbull’s ceiling work, Transport and Human Endeavor. An immense mural spanning 97ft by 100ft, its depiction of buildings, airplanes and industrious workers on Chrysler assembly lines shows the golden promise of industry and modernity.

Slow Down at Grand Central TerminalTrain station

Don’t rush through this beaux arts station hall from 1913 like Metro North’s commuters. Grand Central Terminal Offline map Google map evokes the romance of rail travel, and it’s worth spending at least an hour falling in love with its treasures. Start by strolling across the marble-trimmed concourse to gaze at the vaulted aquamarine ceiling depicting the night sky’s constellations (inaccurately). What’s visible today is a 1944 copy covering water damage in the original fresco designed by French painter Paul Cesar Helleu. A 1990s renovation added twinkling lights (part of Helleu’s plan) and cleaned the ceiling. Follow Cancer’s claws to the northwest corner to a tiny black rectangle: an unretouched patch of soot. For more hidden wonders, head to the ‘Whispering Gallery’ between the Main Concourse and Vanderbilt Hall, where an acoustic quirk allows people to stand on opposite gallery corners and carry a conversation sotto voce. There’s plenty to eat and drink, too – try Grand Central Market Offline map Google map (fast casual), Oyster Bar & Restaurant Offline map (fine dining), City Winery Offline map and the Campbell, which features live jazz on weekend evenings.

Take a Break in Bryant ParkGreen space

Offline map

European coffee kiosks, alfresco chess games and outdoor events for the whole family: this leafy Parisian-style park is a whimsical break from Midtown’s mayhem. Office workers stream in at lunchtime, competing for tables with skyscraper views. There’s also Bryant Park Grill Offline map Google map, with a patio ideal for twilight cocktails, and neighboring Bryant Park Cafe Offline map Google map, an outdoor hang from mid-April to November. Ping pong, played on the northern side, can be intensely competitive. Kids whirl around on Le Carrousel’s Offline map Google map 14 painted ponies. The scene is particularly popular in summer, when you can watch cinema by starlight at one of Bryant Park’s free movie nights. (Bring a blanket and a picnic for thorough enjoyment.) The park is great in cold weather, too: find unique gifts at the holiday market, open between Thanksgiving and Christmas, or ice-skate all winter long on the city’s largest free-admission rink. It’s hard to believe this was a crime-ridden hellscape in the 1970s. Check the park website for events (bryantpark.org).

Study at the New York Public LibraryLibrary and exhibits

Offline map Google map

Guarded by two marble lions (south: ‘Patience’; north: ‘Fortitude’), the main branch of NYC’s library system was the largest marble structure in the USA upon opening in 1911 – and it remains a lavish public temple today. If you’re looking for an inspiring place to read and write, the magnificent block-long Rose Reading Room is a dream, with gleaming rows of work tables and soaring coffered ceilings painted with celestial themes. Access is restricted to 15-minute guided tours (offered at 11:20am, 1:30pm and 3pm Monday to Saturday) or to those ‘with work to do.’ Show a book, notebook or computer with an intent to use and you’ll likely be ushered past the roped-off entrance. You’ll find temporary, museum-quality exhibitions in the sizable ground-floor space and rooms flanking the main study. For more details about this mini-universe of books, join a free guided tour or grab a free audio guide from the information desk in the grand entry hall.


SIDEWALK SHEDS

Scaffolding, or ‘sidewalk sheds,’ is a lot like wearing a mask. You can’t tell what buildings look like behind the netting and forest-green wood. Suitable for shelter on rainy days and occasionally used as DIY pull-up bars, they also obstruct sidewalks and block sunlight for residents. Even if they’re regarded as eyesores, they’re ubiquitous features of NYC’s landscape. And because repairing facades is often pricier than paying fines for leaving up scaffolding, these sheds sometimes remain visible longer than locals would like. At least 1000 have been up for three-plus years, and in 2022 a Village building’s scaffolding came down after an egregious 23 years.



Be Wowed By Interiors at the Morgan Library & MuseumArchitecture and museum

Offline map Google map

Multimillionaire John Pierpoint Morgan’s (1837–1913) legacy as patron of the arts rivals his renown as a financier and steel magnate. Though the Morgan Library only represents a fraction of his collection, it still gives a sense of its exceptional breadth. The star attraction here is Morgan’s vaulted, three-story-high wood-paneled library, with its 16th-century Dutch tapestry, zodiac-themed ceiling and rare copies of things like the Gutenberg Bible. The room is bookworm bliss, seemingly fit for a fictional head wizard. Nearly as impressive is the library’s entrance – a rotunda with painted ceilings represents the ancient world, Middle Ages and Renaissance. Other rooms include drawings, prints and historically significant manuscripts and objects. There’s also a sophisticated cafe, housed in a contemporary space designed in 2006 by Renzo Piano, architect of the Whitney. Join a free docent-led tour at 12:30pm every Tuesday through Sunday for in-depth info on museum highlights.

Say a Prayer at St Patrick’s CathedralChurch

Offline map Google map

More than five million people visit St Patrick’s Cathedral annually, and once you tour this Roman Catholic house of worship, you’ll understand why. Pass through the massive bronze front doors and there’s an undeniable feeling of awe. Officially consecrated in 1879 as the seat of the Archdiocese of New York in Nolita, it took over 20 years to build the neo-Gothic landmark. The magnificent spires, best appreciated in front of Rockefeller Plaza’s Atlas statue across the street, took another nine years to complete. Of the 70 stained-glass windows, the 26ft Rose Window is most spectacular, installed in the 1950s. A basement crypt behind the altar contains the coffins of every New York cardinal and the remains of freed enslaved person Pierre Toussaint, the first African American up for sainthood. The cathedral stood on the city’s periphery when it was built. Now, the elaborate facade stands in stark contrast to the temples of luxury consumerism nearby.

Listen to Music at Carnegie HallConcerts

Offline map Google map

How do you get to Carnegie Hall? Some might say ‘practice, practice, practice,’ but New Yorkers know you just have to take the N/R/W to 57th St And 7th Ave and walk one block north to the Roman brick building from 1891. Why bother? Acoustics, acoustics, acoustics. Architect William Burnet Tuthill applied the latest in 19th-century European sound technology to his design – from the curvature of the balconies to the shape of the ceiling and heavy velvet drapery. Tchaikovsky himself conducted on opening night and classical, jazz and folk greats have played in the main Isaac Stern Auditorium. Smaller Zankel Hall hosts edgier, eclectic names, and intimate Weill Recital Hall is for chamber music. Take the highly recommended $20 guided tour to learn about the hall’s history.

Screen Your Favorite TV ShowsDigital library



In the age of streaming, there’s something anachronistic about the notion of a video library. However, as you’d expect from the country’s premier media center, the Paley Center for Media Offline map Google map has evolved with the times. Relive your network TV obsessions in the 4th-floor library by choosing from over 160,000 international programs covering TV and radio, along with their accompanying ads (great for a rainy day), or drop into a theater for screenings of popular shows, kids’ programs, sports games and more. Check out the events calendar for talks with high-profile actors, directors and the like, along with great temporary exhibitions.

Go Global at the United NationsArchitecture

Offline map Google map

Enter international territory at the United Nations, perched on a platform over FDR Dr with commanding views of the Queens skyline. To peek into the UN’s hallowed headquarters, join an hour-long guided tour (pre-booking and government-issued ID required; check in at 801 First Ave). It’s gratifying to see meeting halls often captured in the news, along with interpreters’ booths and other odd corners. The whole place has the mid-century flair you’d expect in a complex designed by Le Corbusier and Oscar Niemeyer. Bonus: an eclectic art collection donated by member states (http://visit.un.org).


Sample Koreatown’s SmorgasbordFood crawl

Once part of the Garment District Offline map Google map, this stretch of 32nd St between Madison and Sixth Aves was dubbed K-Town after Korean-owned businesses began moving in. Things took off in the 1990s, and now the area is doused in Korean cuisine. The cavernous H Mart Offline map Google map grocery store is a great place to start. Strolling the aisles, you’ll be amazed by the variety of kimchi, noodles, fried snacks and other treats. For a quick taste of Korean street food, stop at Jongro Rice Hotdog Offline map Google map – a twist on the American corn dog. Two of the best spots for Korean barbecue are Dons Bogam Offline map Google map and the more casual 2nd-floor Jongro BBQ Offline map Google map, which looks like a village square. Her Name is Han Offline map Google map is a lunchtime favorite for classic bulgogi with assorted banchan (side dishes). At HanGawi Offline map Google map, discard your shoes and grab a floor cushion for haute vegetarian cuisine. For the full K-Town experience, check out Bangia Offline map Google map for Korean beer and comfort food before belting karaoke at Turntable LP Bar Offline map Google map.


MIDTOWN’S MICRO-NEIGHBORHOODS

Midtown is massive, but tourists generally keep to its midsection. Worth exploring is Curry Hill, a stretch of Lexington Ave between 26th and 30th Sts with around two dozen Indian restaurants. The incredibly shrinking Flower District, now basically shops on 28th St between Sixth and Seventh Aves, offers a kaleidoscopic array of flora. There’s also the historically significant Garment District, between 34th and 42nd Sts and Sixth and Eighth Aves, which retains its architectural bones and some vestiges of clothing manufacturing. This area is now where most costumes get made for Broadway shows.



Hit Your Mark at Radio City Music HallTheater tour

Offline map Google map

Sign up for a tour of Radio City Music Hall to get an inside scoop on the famous performance complex. The grand foyer, described as ‘visual jazz,’ will have you wowing over its art deco magnificence and massive mural, Fountain of Youth. The curtain weighs 4000 pounds and the stage’s hydraulic system can lift over 80 tons – so the time six adult elephants were raised from the basement was no big deal. The tour highlight is probably the brief talk by a working member of the Rockettes. She pops out of a dressing room fully costumed to recite a script on the troupe’s demanding rehearsal and performance schedule. Fans of glitz and kitsch will thrill to see the precision dancers in the annual Christmas Spectacular, still kicking since it began in 1933.


MIDTOWN’S BEST ANNUAL EVENTS

NY Comic Con

Cavort in costumes with a quarter of a million pop-culture fans every October.

Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade

Massive cartoon character balloons and thousands of onlookers line a 2.5-mile route every November.

Rockefeller Center’s Christmas Tree Lighting

The city’s yuletide season starts at the end of November with a flick of the switch and 50,000 LED lights.

NY Boat Show

In January, fans of Bravo’s Below Deck can climb aboard motoring vessels in a convention center.

Armory Show

Join top galleries, collectors, buyers and art-world aesthetes at the glass-encased Javits Center, often in early September.



Set Sail in Midtown WestWaterfront

Midtown’s most notable coastal assets are almost entirely on the west side. The Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum Offline map Google map, a hulking aircraft carrier that survived both a WWII bomb and kamikaze attacks, houses an impressive interactive military museum with videos, historical artifacts and frozen-in-time living quarters. The flight deck features fighter planes and military helicopters, which might inspire you to try the museum’s high-tech flight simulators. On a pier just to the Intrepid’s south, board a Circle Line Offline map Google map cruise for a floating perspective of the city’s profile. The 90-minute Landmarks cruise is one of those one-time-musts for New Yorkers – and a rite of passage for summer finance interns, usually on the boozy nighttime outing. Next door to Circle Line on Pier 84 (at 44th St), Manhattan Kayak Co Offline map Google map offers a variety of kayaking and stand-up paddleboarding classes and tours. To try out kayaking on the Hudson for free in a more limited area, head north to Pier 96 (at 55th St) to the Manhattan Community Boathouse Offline map Google map.

Go Behind the Scenes at Madison Square GardenStadium tour

Offline map Google map

Madison Square Garden is more than just home to the NBA’s New York Knicks and the NHL’s Rangers. Frazier defeated Ali for the heavyweight boxing title here in 1971 and Phish rings in the New Year with an annually sold-out concert. If you’re not interested in shelling out for a game or pricey performance, MSG’s tour is worth booking. Built over Penn Station after the original’s controversial demolition, the stadium’s facade resembles a derelict office complex from the ’70s. After a massive 2011 renovation, the inside is a gleaming state-of-the-art facility. What happens to MSG and Penn Station moving forward is one of the most contentious and evergreen city battles, pitting politicians, architects, city planners and billionaire developers against one another. The tour takes you down to the floor, up to VIP boxes and around the arena. Surprisingly, considering they’re dressing rooms for sweaty athletes, locker rooms for the Rangers and Knicks are as plushly upholstered as a luxury hotel lobby.

Shop for Statement Pieces on Fifth AvenueDepartment stores

Midtown offers some of the city’s finest stores, whether you’re browsing or buying. It’s amusing to consider Tiffany & Co’s Offline map Google map first day of sales amounted to $4.98 in 1837 – its beads and baubles are now top-dollar. Clothes and goods on display in the department store Bergdorf Goodman Offline map Google map, operating since 1899, are high quality with prices that match. BG, the 7th-floor restaurant, has views of the southeast corner of Central Park, but a window into the world of ‘ladies who lunch’ is just as intriguing. The flagship Saks Fifth Avenue Offline map Google map has 10 floors of stylishly displayed luxury brands, including ones that resemble pop-up installation pieces; discount racks toward the front of floors will save you hundreds. Southwest from this opulence is the much-more-affordable Macy’s Offline map Google map, a jumbo-sized department store stretching from Broadway to Seventh Ave on 34th St. The store’s iconic red star logo was inspired by a tattoo on the hand of founder Rowland Hussey Macy, a Nantucket whaling captain.

Get Your Fashion Fix at FITMuseum

Offline map Google map

Fashionistas shouldn’t miss the fabulous exhibits at the Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT), one of the world’s richest collections of garments, textiles and accessories, covering over 50,000 items from the 18th century to the present. The school’s museum features innovative, rotating exhibitions; recent ones include hip-hop style and an assemblage of 300 shoes from the museum’s 5000-pair trove. Check the website (fitnyc.edu/museum/index.php) for film screenings and talks with fashion designers.

Lean into Creativity at the Museum of Arts & DesignMuseum

Offline map Google map

Design obsessives, this one’s for you. MAD’s four floors of galleries showcase handicrafts, from furniture and carved wood to blown glass and elaborate metal jewelry. Temporary exhibitions are innovative: one past show displayed comedic ceramic sculptures; another was dedicated to Taylor Swift’s shifting style. The 6th floor houses resident artists’ studios, where you can interact with designers from Thursday through Saturday. During ‘Studio Saturdays and Sundays,’ professional artists lead family-friendly, hands-on workshops inspired by the exhibitions. After exhausting the possibilities, head to 9th-floor restaurant and bar Robert for cocktails with a view of Columbus Circle.


BEST OF THE REST

Playwrights Horizon

Catch the next big thing at this boundary-breaking Off-Broadway institution known for celebrating new works by up-and-coming American writers.

6½ Avenue

The only NYC street identified with a fraction, this network of public passageways along and through buildings makes a handy and whimsical shortcut for office workers and visitors.

AKC Museum of the Dog

The light-filled 1st-floor galleries contain paintings of, yes, dogs. An upstairs library carries books on every breed, along with several dozen books on behavioral issues.



Hear Midtown JazzMusic venues

The Village and Harlem aren’t the only neighborhoods with top-flight jazz venues – Midtown has three of NYC’s best. Perhaps the most cachet goes to Birdland Offline map Google map, named after bebop legend Charlie Parker (aka ‘Bird’) who headlined the original club in 1949. These days, the intimate space features big names; a smaller basement theater hosts newer artists.

Perched atop the Time Warner Center tower, Jazz at Lincoln Center Offline map Google map comprises three state-of-the-art spaces helmed by artistic director and trumpeter Wynton Marsalis: midsized Rose Theater, glass-windowed Appel Room and chummy Dizzy’s Club. It’s the last of these that you’re most likely to visit, given its nightly shows (cover charge $15 to $40). The talent – and the Central Park views – are exceptional.

The 5th-floor Jazz Gallery Offline map Google map, not to be overlooked, is generally regarded as one of the form’s most innovative performance spaces, hosting and encouraging young and emerging talents. It’s an ordinary space with nothing in the way of atmosphere. Come for the music and get your drinks elsewhere.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Fabulous Fine Dining

Le Bernardin $$$

Offline map Google map

The triple-Michelin-starred holy grail of gills. French-born chef Eric Ripert has spent decades steering this restaurant to seafood heaven. Noon-2:30pm Mon-Fri, 5-10:30pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Barbetta $$$

Offline map Google map

Linger at this gorgeous Restaurant Row time warp for Piedmontese specialties (gnocchi, risotto) served inside a space as grand as a Broadway theater. 4:30-11pm Tue-Sat, noon-2pm Wed & Sat

Monkey Bar $$$

Offline map Google map

Reasons to drop serious dough here: the giant Jazz Age mural, the extensive steakhouse menu, a cocktail list to match. Hours vary

Midtown Food Markets

Mercado Little Spain $$

Offline map Google map

Celebrity chef José Andrés takes the lower level of the Hudson Yards mall to the Iberian peninsula with kiosks and sit-downs serving Spanish cuisine. 11am-9pm

Urban Hawker $$

Offline map Google map

Stalls specializing in Singaporean street food sizzle with treats like Hainanese chicken rice (poach, roasted or fried), best served by Hainan Jones. 10am-10pm, to 9pm Sun

Great Grub To-Go

Sushi 35 West $$

Offline map Google map

It’s hard to find: take the stairs above the smoke shop, walk the industrial hallway, and presto – Midtown’s best takeout sushi. 11:30am-9pm Mon-Fri, 3:30-9pm Sat

Ace’s Pizza $

Offline map Google map

When hunger strikes around Rockefeller

Center, head here for Detroit-style pizza slices – rectangular clouds of dough slathered in sauce and cheese. 11:30am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 6pm Sat & Sun

Dainobu $

Offline map Google map

Stop by this Japanese grocery for ready-made lunches, including plenty of pre-packaged sushi, before venturing into Central Park for a picnic. 9am-10pm

Asian Eats

LumLum $$

Offline map Google map

Throw a dart in Hell’s Kitchen and you’ll hit a Thai restaurant – just try hitting this beach-themed, bamboo-walled spot first. Fish is the specialty. Hours vary

Blue Willow $$

Offline map Google map

If the Szechuan dishes don’t do it for you, the interior will: vintage lamps and more retro touches channel 1920s China. 11:30am-10pm Mon-Fri, from noon Sat & Sun


Beloved Bakeries

Amy’s Bread $

Offline map Google map

Amy started buttering up Hell’s Kitchen in 1992; now she sells sweets all over the city. Pop into this cheery location for her renowned baguettes and pastries. 8am-7pm

Sullivan Street Bakery $

Offline map Google map

Cakes and breads at this mini-chain are delicious, but Sullivan Street, open since 1994, owes its success to Roman-style pizzas – a rectangular departure from NYC pies. 7am-6pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Coffee Break

Culture Espresso

Offline map Google map

Don’t be fooled by the name. Though the coffee is some of Midtown’s best, you’re coming here for uber-gooey cookies so good they rival Levain. 7am-7pm

Remi43 Flower & Coffee

Offline map Google map

Feeling fatigued from pounding gray pavement? Recharge inside this petal-packed florist shop-cum-cafe, where the latte art is as picture-worthy as the plants. 7am-6pm

Sceney Spots for Drinks

Pebble Bar

Offline map Google map

This town house bar’s roster of celebrity investors has done the unthinkable – created a Rockefeller Center cocktail scene that’s cool. 4pm-midnight Sun-Wed, to 2am Thu-Sat

Bar Centrale

Offline map Google map

Set in a brownstone, this unmarked bar is a favorite of Broadway actors, who are often seen here post-curtain unwinding to soulful jazz. Upstairs from Joe Allen. 5-11:30pm Tue-Sat

Darling

Offline map Google map

Taste how the .0001% lives at Billionaire’ Row’s only rooftop lounge. Best views are from the patio, 47 stories above Central Park. 5pm-midnight Tue-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat

Cozy Cocktail Bars

Tomi Jazz

Offline map Google map

Stumble downstairs into this Japanese jazz den after 6pm, when whiskey flows as freely as an improvised sax solo. 5pm-1am Sun-Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat

Lantern’s Keep

Offline map Google map

This dark, intimate Iroquois Hotel salon specializes in classic drinks, some straight from the 19th century. Ask the bow-tied bartenders for recommendations. 5-10pm Mon, to 11pm Tue-Sat

Campbell

Offline map Google map

This was formerly financier John W Campbell’s 1920 office and sinking into this Grand Central cocktail bar’s leather chairs feels like waiting for John D Rockefeller. 1pm-2am Mon-Fri, from noon Sat & Sun

Beer & Dive Bars

As Is

Offline map Google map

Hell’s Kitchen’s beer heads agree – this hops den is tops. Sample some of the 20 beers on tap. Don’t skimp on grub. 3pm-close Mon-Fri, from noon Sat & Sun

Rudy’s Bar & Grill

Offline map Google map

The pants-free pig outside offers a hint: this is Hell’s Kitchen’s best dive. Cheap beer pitchers, duct-tape-patched booths, free hot dogs. 8am-4am Mon-Sat, from noon Sun


LGBTIQ+ Bars

Industry

Offline map Google map

Explore this single-floor gay bar’s three divided spaces for lounging, cruising and dancing to pop tunes. Don’t miss Sunday night’s show by multi-hyphenate drag performer Kizha Carr. 6pm-4am

Dickens

Offline map Google map

Dine and drink inside this four-floor Midtown palace – an elevated, literary-themed answer to Hell’s Kitchen’s usual dark, divey LGBTIQ+ dens. Check out the seasonal rooftop bar. Hours vary

[image: img]
Shopping

Antiques & Auctions

Argosy

Offline map Google map

Around since 1925, Argosy stocks its seven-floor town house floor-to-ceiling with fine antiquarian items like books, art monographs, show-biz memorabilia, posters and maps. Prices range from costly to clearance.

Christie’s

Offline map Google map

Visiting this celebrated auction house is free – a fantastic way to spot surprising treasures, which might include everything from ancient ceramics to modernist masterpieces. Preregister to attend an auction.

Toys & Trains

FAO Schwarz

Offline map Google map

Claiming to be America’s oldest toy store (opened in 1862 and synonymous with NYC since 1870), this kid’s bazaar is certainly grand – and includes the giant floor piano from Big.

New York Transit Museum Store

Offline map Google map

On Grand Central Terminal’s east side, next to the stationmaster’s office, you’ll find this outpost of Brooklyn’s New York Transit Museum – a nifty shop and gallery with transit-themed swag.

Haberdashery & Homewares

Fine & Dandy

Offline map Google map

Dapper folks drop into this pocket-square-sized haberdashery for retro fashion accessories: hats, of course, plus bow ties, ascots, embroidered suspenders, cufflinks and even spats.

Delphinium Home

Offline map Google map

Super cute, a little quirky and a lot of fun: this is Hell’s Kitchen’s go-to for greeting cards, candles, home furnishings and kitschy gifts fit for just about everyone.

Domus

Offline map Google map

Indian quilts, Guatemalan runners, Kashmir pashminas, Peruvian opal earrings – this globally curated collection of wares is chock-full of finds for colorful shoppers.

Odds & Ends

M&J Trimming

Offline map Google map

Since 1936, this Garment District mainstay has inspired designers with a dazzling array of buttons, beads, sequins, ribbons, rhinestones, feathers and more.

B&H

Offline map Google map

What Blimie & Herman started as a camera store in 1973 is now a temple to electronic gadgetry, complete with an elaborate conveyor belt that brings customers their high-tech toys.



WORTH A TRIP

Experiment with Art at MoMA PS1


If Manhattan’s MoMA is Beyonce, MoMA PS1 (pictured) is Solange – the edgier, up-and-coming little sister of an ultra-famous contemporary art institution. Join a cool crowd of culture vultures in Queens by debating the meaning of non-static sculptures or getting down at a summer dance party.




PLANNING TIP

Present your MoMA ticket within 14 days of purchase for free admission to MoMA PS1. Download the Bloomberg Connects app for the museum’s free digital guide.
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Scan this code for info on hours, tickets and events.



Breaking Boundaries

PS1 first hit the scene in 1976, when Alanna Heiss – a supporter of art in alternative spaces – took possession of an abandoned Renaissance Revival school building in Long Island City. She then invited artists like Richard Serra, James Turrell and Keith Sonnier to create site-specific works. The result was PS1’s inaugural exhibition, ‘Rooms.’

A few remnants of that first show remain, including Turrell’s heavenly Meeting, which frames the naked sky through a hole in the 3rd floor’s ceiling. The museum’s gutsy beginnings are best encapsulated in Richard Artschwager’s Exit – Don’t Fight City Hall – a series of five bulbs painted with the word ‘exit’ along a dead-end brick corridor. His piece is the cheeky response to a city law that forced the museum to add five exit signs throughout the building before opening to the public.

Contemporary Creations

Today, PS1 plays host to experimental and cutting-edge exhibitions. Pay a visit here and you might find yourself peering at videos through floorboards, spotting gnomes created from ‘capitalist rubble’ or staring through a crack in the wall, waiting for the light to shine through. There are also live performances, including poetry readings, dance festivals and avant-garde music concerts. An interactive installation by Thai artist Rirkrit Tiravanija recently took contemporary art to the kitchen, offering guests two types of Thai green chili – one made with specialty ingredients, another with items from a New York supermarket.

The on-site shop, Artbook, is equally impressive, with a lot of the same coffee-table tomes you’ll find at MoMA, along with more eccentric selections and out-of-print titles.
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Seasonal Sounds

Lace up your dancing shoes on select evenings from July through August for Warm Up – an electronic music concert that takes over the outdoor courtyard, each year in a new custom-built architectural creation. Don’t miss Sunday Sessions in fall and winter, either.


TAKE A BREAK

You’ll find pastries, salads and sandwiches on-site at Ora’s Market, but if you want a meal to remember, head to Casa Enrique – a Mexican favorite with excellent mole.





WALKING TOUR

Go on an Astoria Art Crawl

Astoria is quintessential Queens: culturally diverse and bursting with creativity. You won’t find Brooklyn’s brownstone grandeur here, only mid-rise brick and vinyl-sided buildings. But the neighborhood doesn’t lean into its drab surrounds – it beautifies each block with art. Spend a day admiring Astoria’s innovation.


START

Museum of the Moving Image

END

Noguchi Museum

LENGTH

2 miles; three hours

[image: 15-astoria-art-crawl-wt-pk-nyc10-jpg]


1 Behind the Silver Screen

Start at the Museum of the Moving Image, dedicated to all things film, TV and video. It’s easy to lose yourself in the cinematic magic of exhibits, covering everything from director retrospectives to DIY sound mixing. If you’re short on time, run to the gallery dedicated to Muppets creator Jim Henson. Rainy day? See what new film (or Henson classic) is screening.

2 Pita, Please

Follow the plumes of smoke to King Souvlaki, a celebrated food truck bringing a taste of Athens to Astoria. Order a chicken souvlaki pita, served on rolled bread and stuffed with fries, or grab a lamb sausage skewer, grilled over charcoal.

3 Greek Greenery

If you haven’t already inhaled your street grub, nosh on a bench inside tiny Athens Square Park. Astoria is best known as a Greek neighborhood, and this park pays homage to some of the nation’s greats. There’s a bust of Aristotle, a seated sculpture of Socrates and an amphitheater where musicians play Greek and Italian tunes in summer.

4 Colorful Streets

Head east on 30th Ave to reach the Welling Court Mural Project – a collection of street art that rivals wall-scrawled Bushwick. The artsy assemblage includes works by serious spray paint royalty, including NYC locals Buff Monster and COST. The area’s streets splay like spokes on a wheel – cruise them all to find your favorite pieces.

5 Art Park

A short walk south is Socrates Sculpture Park, packed with gigantic art installations and graced with East River views. In 1986, sculptor Mark di Suvero led a team of artists who salvaged this waterfront from its use as an illegal dump site. It’s come a long way: on summer weekends, there’s free kayaking just north in Hallets Cove.

6 Meditation on Minimalism

End at the Noguchi Museum, an ex-factory turned zen oasis by minimalist designer Isamu Noguchi, who converted the once-neglected space into his studio. After his death in 1988, the site became a museum, which sells his iconic paper lamps.




Explore

Upper East Side

The Upper East Side (UES) is a swath of old-school elegance sloping from Central Park to the East River. This is where the Vanderbilts threw extravagant balls and socialites still hold court inside prewar apartment buildings. From the west, there’s Fifth Ave, designated ‘Museum Mile’ from 82nd St to the top of the park. Madison Ave is the go-to for boutiques and restaurants frequented by ‘ladies who lunch.’

   Nearing the East River, young professionals reign supreme; when 5pm hits, a symphony of their clinking glasses spills from Second Ave’s bars. The affluent Upper East Side appears preserved in amber. It’s not the city’s cutting edge, but it delivers a slice of NYC tradition, served by locals who love their neighborhood too much to change it.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-subwaygif]b Subway

4/5/6 trains travel along Lexington Ave; the Q runs up Second Ave to 72nd, 86th and 96th Sts; the F stops at 63rd St and Lexington Ave.

[image: icon-bus]g Bus

The bus is your best bet for traveling west. Crosstown buses at 66th, 72nd, 79th, 86th and 96th Sts head through Central Park to the Upper West Side. M1, M2 and M4 buses run down Fifth and Madison Aves between the Village and Harlem.


THE BEST

Wander among treasures spanning Egyptian artifacts to contemporary paintings at the METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART.

Admire Vienna’s riches inside the NEUE GALERIE, a mansion filled with Gustav Klimt portraits and an Austrian cafe.

Spend an evening sipping cocktails at BEMELMANS BAR, where jazz pianists accompany the scene.

Escape to ROOSEVELT ISLAND for panoramic views and traffic so light it feels like leaving the city.





WALKING TOUR

Gaze at Gilded Age Architecture

As immigrants crowded Lower Manhattan’s tenements in the late 19th century, New York’s wealthy set had another idea – move uptown. An architectural arms race began, with farmland giving way to flamboyant single-family homes. Glide up Fifth Ave as it skirts Central Park to see the vestiges of a strip formerly known as ‘Millionaires’ Row.’


START

East 65th Street and Fifth Ave

END

Cooper-Hewitt Smithsonian Design Museum

LENGTH

1.4 miles; one hour
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1 Keeping Up With the Vanderbilts

Start this trek on East 65th St and Fifth Ave. Until the mid-1800s, few people dreamed of living this far north. But after Caroline Astor, queen of New York’s social scene, moved to this block in 1895, Fifth Ave became the ‘it’ place for elite New Yorkers. Her grand palace is gone (as are many), but her impact remains.

2 Mansion Over Mankind

Pause in front of Henry Clay Frick’s urban castle-turned-museum to consider the robber baron’s polarizing past. Frick was dubbed the ‘most hated man in America’ for exploiting steelworkers. Clearly, none of that stopped him from living ostentatiously.

3 Europe Meets America

Next, gaze between 78th and 79th Sts, with its jumble of European styles copied by Gilded Age aesthetes. The 40,000-sq-ft limestone beauty at 1 East 78th St replicates Bordeaux Châteaux Labottière (1909). Its neighbor, the Payne Whitney House (1909) at 972 Fifth Ave, oozes Italian Renaissance regality. The Ukrainian Institute of America (1897) is most eye-catching, with lacy stonework dripping from its French Gothic facade.

4 Rich Neighbors

Continue to 998 Fifth Ave – an Italian Renaissance Palazzo-style apartment complex (1910). At a time when wealthy New Yorkers opted for single-family homes, this building was a first, paving the way for doorman highrises where well-heeled locals reside today.

5 Luxury All Around

Take a brief Central Park detour for perspective. Standing on the gravel path circling Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Reservoir (named for the former first lady who used to jog here), it’s possible to see supertalls on Billionaires’ Row, along with the San Remo – a twin-towered residence on Central Park West, another storied luxe-home strip.

6 A Modest House

End at the Cooper-Hewitt Smithsonian Design Museum (1902). Andrew Carnegie, the 64-room mansion’s original owner, told his architects he wanted ‘the most modest, plainest’ home in New York. This Georgian ‘country house’ was their interpretation. Enter the garden (open to the public) to consider if the architects answered his brief.
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1Top Experiences

 Roosevelt IslandD5

 Metropolitan Museum of ArtA3




1Experiences

1Museum of the City of New YorkA1

2Neue GalerieA3

 Café Sabarsky(see 2)

3Guggenheim MuseumA3

4Frick CollectionA5

5Frick MadisonA4

6HeidelbergB3

 Schaller & Weber(see 6)

 Schaller’s Stube(see 6)

 Jeremy’s(see 6)

7Carl Schurz ParkC3

8Bemelmans BarA4

9JG MelonB4

10Pastrami QueenB4

11William Greenberg DessertsA3

12Lexington Candy ShopA3

13Jewish MuseumA2

14Park Avenue ArmoryA5

15Asia Society & MuseumA5




5Eating

16TanoshiC4

17DanielA6

18Mission CevicheB5

19Sant AmbroeusA4

20Drunken MunkeyB2

21Variety Coffee RoastersB3

22OrwashersB4

23LaduréeA5




6Drinking

24Pony BarC4

25JeffreyB6

26PenroseB3

27Ethyl’s Alcohol & FoodB3

28Hex & CoC4

292nd Floor Bar & EssenC4

30Auction HouseB3

31UES NYCB3




7Shopping

32Creel & GowA5

33Cooper-Hewitt Smithsonian Design MuseumA2

34Tiny Doll HouseB4

35La Boutique ResaleA3









TOP EXPERIENCE

Take the Tram to Roosevelt Island


Hop on the cherry-red tramway at Second Ave and 60th St, and after a four-minute flight, you’re surrounded by small-town splendor. This is Roosevelt Island – a 2-mile escape between the UES and Queens. Set your clock to island time and see NYC from the slow lane.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

For an alternative to walking, hop on the free Red Bus looping the island. Wide lanes and little traffic make a great case for picking up a Citi Bike.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for info on riding the tram.



Island Asylum

Despite its bright university-chic aesthetic, Roosevelt Island hides a turbulent past. In the 19th century, this was an asylum depot known as Blackwell’s Island – a dumping ground for poor, sick, disabled and incarcerated locals. Largely abandoned in the 1950s, a few relics remain. Start at the island’s northern tip to see a Gothic Revival lighthouse, constructed by inmates in 1872. A 10-minute walk south leads to the Octagon, a luxe apartment complex occupying the once-notorious New York Lunatic Asylum. On the island’s south side, visit the vine-strangled ruins of the Renwick Smallpox Hospital, opened in 1856 to prevent an epidemiological disaster.

Park Views

Roosevelt Island’s modern haunts are decidedly cheerier, notably Franklin D Roosevelt Four Freedoms State Park. Skip to its southern tip to see Manhattan’s hulking United Nations headquarters and Long Island City’s 1936 Pepsi-Cola sign.

Above the East River

For stunning vistas, zip to the Graduate – the island’s first hotel. Panorama Room – a lounge with floor-to-ceiling windows – stares down Manhattan, Queens and Brooklyn from the 18th floor. Anything at All, an on-site restaurant, serves port-side pleasures so satisfying you might decide to stay the night.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Dive into World Culture at the Metropolitan Museum of Art


This palatial museum, founded in 1870, is a bastion of world-class art, celebrating 5000 years of human creativity. The Met’s one-million-plus objects span the globe with artifacts, paintings, sculptures, textiles – and even an Egyptian tomb guarded by a moat. It’s the largest museum in the Western hemisphere.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Entering through the Great Hall might offer a magnificent first look inside, but if you want to beat the crowds, join the entry line at 81st St instead.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to purchase a timed-entry ticket.



Egyptian Art

Time-travel through Egypt’s history in 39 galleries covering the Paleolithic to Roman eras (c 300,000 BCE to 400 CE). Start at the Tomb of Perneb, a limestone burial chamber with intricately painted reliefs (Gallery 100). Next, after walking past pyramid pieces and funerary statues, pause at Gallery 136’s mysterious Fragment of a Queen’s Face (c 1390–1336 BCE) to appreciate the sculptor’s laser-like precision. If you only see one thing, make it the Temple of Dendur (Gallery 131). This is the Western Hemisphere’s only complete Egyptian temple, built over 2000 years ago on the banks of the Nile.

Greek & Roman Art

With over 30,000 individual pieces, this is North America’s most comprehensive assemblage of toga-wearing trophies. Start south of the Great Hall to gape at chiseled gods preening under a vaulted beaux arts ceiling. All this eye candy might inspire staying put, but even greater treasures await in the sunlit Leon Levy and Shelby White Roman Sculpture Court (Gallery 162). Bonus points for spotting the headless Three Graces of Greek mythology – Beauty, Mirth and Abundance.

[image: jpg]

MARCOBRIVIO.PHOTOGRAPHY/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


European Paintings

From Giotto to Gauguin, the Met has it all: religious iconography from the 13th century, every Dutch master you can name and a sweeping selection of 19th-century French impressionists. Unlike Vincent Van Gogh’s Starry Night at MoMA, you won’t contend with crowds to see his paintings here. Stand before his White Field with Cypresses (Gallery 822) to imagine a blustery day in Saint-Rémy-de-Provence. Don’t leave without praising self-taught artist Henri Rousseau’s The Repast of the Lion (Gallery 825).

Islamic Art

Objects sacred and secular fill these 15 galleries dedicated to the Arabian Peninsula, Turkey, and Central and South Asia. The glazed-tile mihrab (prayer niche) is a vision in blue, framed by the five pillars of Islam, written in kufic (Gallery 455). If you’re a fan of interiors, stop by Gallery 461 to wow over gold leaf embellishments in the 18th-century Damascus Room.

American Wing

This two-floor collection of the museum’s northwest corner covers everything from American colonial times to the early 20th century, including Emanuel Luetze’s iconic Washington Crossing the Delaware, which looms large over Gallery 760. If you need a pick-me-up, stop by the American Wing Cafe in the Charles Engelhard Court (pictured) – a glossy garden filled with American-made sculptures and framed by a marble facade that once graced Wall Street.


QUICK BREAK

Drop by the Great Hall Balcony Cafe on the 2nd floor for pastries, sandwiches, sushi and beverages like espresso, wine and beer. Open 11am to 4:15pm Thursday to Tuesday, 5pm to 8:15pm Friday and Saturday.



Modern & Contemporary Art

Georgia O’Keeffe, Edward Hopper, Jackson Pollock and Salvador Dalí: the museum’s southwestern corner is a who’s who of art-world titans from the late 19th century onward. Particularly impressive is Thomas Hart Benton’s America Today (Gallery 909), a room-sized mural depicting the USA at the Great Depression’s onset.

[image: jpg]
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For Kids

The most popular sights for children are generally the Egyptian galleries and medieval arms and armor collection. (Check out the uber-ornate, full-body Armor Garniture of George Clifford in Gallery 371.) The Met hosts plenty of youth-centric events (see the website); there’s also a museum brochure and map made specifically for kids.

Cantor Rooftop Garden Bar

Float above Central Park’s canopy of trees for unobstructed views of Billionaires’ Row in Midtown. Contemporary art installations grace the rooftop space. Plan your visit around sunset, when the sky improvises a painting to compete with the artwork.

Dos & Don’ts

Do sign up to see temporary exhibits by joining the virtual queue via QR code at the entrance. These are often some of the city’s most fantastic museum shows. Do use the Met’s free audio guide, including the Highlights Tour – an exceptional resource available on your smartphone (metmuseum.org/audio-guide). Finally, do check the Met’s website for free docent-led tours to specific galleries – the guides are often well informed and fun.

Don’t try to see everything in one visit. Pick a few galleries to immerse yourself or risk overstimulating your visual senses. Don’t let yourself get hangry, either. The museum has plenty of great places to eat, including the Met Dining Room on the 4th floor. The seasonal plates provide a tasty diversion from the gallery slog.


ART INFATUATION

On weekends, the Met gets romantic with live music for ‘Date Night.’ Bring someone special for drinks in the American Wing Cafe and Petrie Court Cafe (open 5pm to 9pm Friday and Saturday).



More Uptown

All tickets include same-day admission to the Met Cloisters, a fortress of medieval frescoes, tapestries and paintings perched on a Hudson River-facing hill in Washington Heights.


AN ANCIENT EMBLEM

Stop by Gallery 136 to meet William, a blue faience hippopotamus with an essential museum job: Met mascot. Discovered in an Egyptian tomb in 1910 and acquired by the Met in 1917, the hippo quickly became the museum’s quirky frontman, earning his name from a British humor magazine. Ancient Egyptians feared the aggressive hippo, but here, little Billy is cute as a button.





EXPERIENCES

Cover Four Centuries of NYC HistoryHistory museum



The Museum of the City of New York Offline map Google map, housed in a Georgian Colonial Revival–style building near the top of Central Park, is too often overlooked by New Yorkers – a shame, considering how artfully it illustrates the past, present and future of their ever-evolving city. If you only do one thing, spare 28 minutes to watch Timescapes, a multiscreen documentary that chronicles NYC’s past 400 years from tiny Dutch trading center to international powerhouse. Other permanent exhibits explore centuries of social activism and feature notable New Yorkers like poet Walt Whitman and urbanist Jane Jacobs. Icing on the cake: admission is pay-what-you-wish.

Visit Austria at the Neue GalerieArt museum

Offline map Google map

Austrian and German art from 1890 to 1940 takes center stage inside this 1914 mansion designed by Carrère and Hastings (the architects behind New York Public Library and the Frick). The Neue Galerie’s Offline map most prized collection is a series of sketches and paintings by Gustav Klimt, including his gold-flecked 1907 Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer 1, acquired for a cool $135 million by cosmetics magnate and museum founder Ronald Lauder. A connected bookstore is a museum unto itself, decorated with artist monographs and coffee-table books.

For an immersive Austrian experience, reserve a table at Cafe Sabarsky Offline map Google map – a Vienna-style coffeehouse within the mansion, designed to mimic the time it was built (the upholstered seats use 1912 Otto Wagner fabric). With dishes like goulash soup, roasted bratwurst and topfentorte (quark cheesecake), you might mistake the Upper East Side for Europe’s Eastern Alps.

Wind Through the Guggenheim MuseumContemporary collections

Offline map Google map

Architect Frank Lloyd Wright’s iconic inverted ziggurat spirals up from Fifth Ave like a steady crescendo, a defiant departure from its stately surrounds. When the museum debuted in 1959, the architecture world went into a tailspin, and even today, it causes a stir. Expect the concrete coil to overshadow the artwork inside – Wright’s building is the pièce de résistance. That said, eclipsing the art is a challenging feat. The permanent collection, started by mining magnate Solomon R Guggenheim, contains Picasso’s shapes, Kandinsky’s colors, Pollock’s spatters and Mapplethorpe’s portraits. Rotating shows feature big names from the modern and contemporary art worlds, their work lining whirling walls that shoot up sloping ramps toward a glass dome. Wright envisioned exhibits starting on the building’s top floor and working their way down to street level, but these days, most begin on the ground floor instead.

Step Inside a Gilded Age Jewel BoxArt museum

When industrialist Henry Clay Frick made plans to build an Indiana limestone mansion along Fifth Ave in the early 20th century, he intended to turn it into a museum after his death. You’ll be glad he made good on his promise. Walk through the Frick Collection’s Offline map Google map palatial rooms to find gilt-framed masterpieces by Western European artists like Bellini, Goya, Rembrandt, Turner and Vermeer. Unlike the Met’s massive collection, this is the kind of place you can zoom around in an hour, before Gilded Age envy sets in. Closed for renovations as of this writing, the museum is expected to reopen at the end of 2024 – a delight for anyone who misses meditating in the mansion’s light-filled courtyard. Until then, the collection can be viewed five blocks north at Frick Madison Offline map Google map, the brutalist Marcel Breuer–designed building from 1966 – a stark juxtaposition for its flowery 19th-century paintings.

Taste Yorkville’s German PastBratwurst and beer

At the end of the 19th century, NYC had the world’s third-largest German-speaking population after Berlin and Vienna. Yorkville – sandwiched by East 79th St, 96th St, Third Ave and the East River – was better known as Germantown, and East 86th St was lovingly called ‘Sauerkraut Boulevard.’ Today, it’s still possible to hear the sounds of oom-pah-pah on Second Ave between 85th and 86th Sts. Begin your Deutsche immersion at Heidelberg Offline map Google map, serving classics like Bavarian beer and schweinshaxe (pork shank) since 1936. Next, peek into Schaller & Weber Offline map Google map, a sausage stalwart since 1937, to load your bag with brats. If you want something different, stop at Schaller’s Stube Sausage Bar Offline map Google map next door, with international twists on to-go sausages. Third-generation owner Jeremy Schaller also runs a neighboring juice joint called Jeremy’s Offline map Google map. Sidle up to the bar and order the Carl Schurz – a gin-based drink honoring the first German-American elected to the US Senate. End by skipping to Carl Schurz Park Offline map Google map – named in 1910 when Germans still ruled Yorktown.


Order a Manhattan at Bemelmans BarPiano bar

Offline map Google map

Bartenders pour cocktails while wearing red smoking jackets, pianists tinkle the ivories under a 24-karat gold ceiling and guests melt into chocolate-brown banquettes, carefully sipping from highballs. The reasons this bar, located inside the Carlyle Hotel since 1947, recently became a Gen Z TikTok sensation are manifold – but perhaps the greatest draw is the murals, painted by illustrator Ludwig Bemelmans (of Madeleine fame). The colorful scrawls, completed in the mid-1940s to depict Central Park’s four seasons, resemble the clientele: somewhere between old elegance and carefree youth. It’s a quintessential splash of bygone New York with a 21st-century twist.

If you’re here for live music, there’s a $10 cover for pianists (starting at 5:30pm) and a $15 to 35 cover when the jazz trio begins (usually around 9:30pm). Dress smart or risk rejection at the door.

Take a Bite of UES TraditionFood tour

Pricey Michelin-starred restaurants earn mighty praise in Manhattan, but eating the city’s tastiest cuisine doesn’t always mean breaking the bank. A healthy helping of cheap-eat dives on the Upper East Side are veritable landmarks, churning out plates that have pleased fickle diners for decades. Start at JG Melon Offline map Google map, a no-frills pub serving one of NYC’s best burgers since 1972. Flushing down the beefcake with a Bloody Mary is a UES rite of passage. Next stop is Pastrami Queen Offline map Google map, open since 1956. The kosher deli got its start in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, where it was called ‘Pastrami King.’ The gender change only made her more regal – try her namesake sandwich, stacked skyscraper-high with beef, for proof. Break up the savory salt-fest at William Greenberg Desserts Offline map Google map, churning out favorites like hand-sized black-and-white cookies since 1946. End with a trip to Lexington Candy Shop Offline map Google map, New York’s oldest family-run luncheonette. People started slurping soda fountain sweets at this diner in 1925. Order an egg cream for a carbonated taste of a New York classic.


Second Ave Subway

It started as a dream in 1919, but construction didn’t begin until 1972. When it opened on January 1, 2017, the Second Ave subway had cost over $4.4 billion. And that’s just the line’s first section. Still, the money was worth the magic. Permanent tile and mosaic installations at 72nd, 86th and 96th Sts feature pieces by acclaimed artists like Chuck Close and Sarah Sze. Yorkville’s once-sleepy streets are now hotbeds of activity, with Second Ave’s appeal reaching far beyond the neighborhood. As for the line’s proposed extensions? Don’t hold your breath.



Admire Jewish Art in a Gothic MansionArt museum



You might see the Jewish Museum’s Offline map Google map French Gothic chateau-inspired architecture, designed by Charles PH Gilbert in 1908, and think the collection inside can’t compete – but it does. Not only is this one of the world’s oldest Jewish museums (around since 1904), but it also boasts a 30,000-piece collection spanning 4000 years of Jewish art and culture. Expect everything from ceremonial Judaica, including treasures recovered from Holocaust looting, to contemporary works by art-world darlings like Kehinde Wiley. Although the museum doesn’t tackle New York’s Jewish experience, a version of local artist Deborah Kass’s yellow aluminum OY/YO is a playful twist on two common NYC utterances. A larger version of the sculpture lives outside the Brooklyn Museum. Temporary exhibits focus on world-class artists like Marc Chagall or dive into the work of cultural royalty like Helena Rubinstein. The taste level is high and the crowds are usually thin. Saturdays are free.

Watch a Show at Park Avenue ArmoryART SPACE

Offline map Google map

Gilded Age elite from families like the Roosevelts, Livingstons and Vanderbilts once ruled over this 19th-century Gothic Revival behemoth. These days, the 55,000-sq-ft drill hall is one of New York’s largest unobstructed art spaces, often transformed by theatrical productions with some of the grandest set designs you’ll see in NYC. Walking tours allow visitors to grace the gaudy interiors of 1st-floor rooms. Tour dates are sporadic – check armoryonpark.org and book tickets in advance.

See Eastern Art with Western AudiencesMuseum

One of America’s preeminent institutions for exhibiting pan-Asian art, the Asia Society and Museum’s Offline map Google map exceptional collection spans the 11th century BCE to contemporary times, including everything from Song-period Chinese ceramics and Chola-period Indian bronzes to modern Japanese paintings. Founded in 1956 by John D Rockefeller III (a philanthropist and respected collector of Asian art), the institution has grown to include an abundance of cultural offerings like concerts, culinary events, film screenings and lectures. Stop by the museum shop for souvenirs like silk scarves, jewelry, children’s books and home decor. Admission is free on Fridays, and docent-led tours are free with admission.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Haute Cuisine

Tanoshi $$$

Offline map Google map

Guests pack in tighter than a hand roll for an unforgettable omakase experience in a pocket-sized sushi spot with chef-facing seats. BYOB. 6-10:30pm daily, 11:30am-2:30pm Mon-Sat

Daniel $$$

Offline map Google map

Splurge on the tasting menu, perhaps, but sitting in the lounge to order à la carte is the best way to enjoy chef Daniel Boulud’s French cuisine. 5-10pm Tue-Sun

Mission Ceviche $$$

Offline map Google map

Date night tip: drinking the Peruvian leche de tigre (ceviche juice) is supposedly an aphrodisiac – and most Peruvian plates here get bathed in the magical tiger’s milk. Hours vary

Sant Ambroeus $$$

Offline map Google map

Behind the demure facade of this beloved high-end chain lies a dressy Milanese bistro and cafe oozing Upper East Side sophistication. 8am-10pm Mon-Fri, from 9am Sat & Sun

Food with Global Flair

Drunken Munkey $$

Offline map Google map

Vintage wallpaper and cricket-ball door hangers might serve colonial Bombay pastiche, but the rich curries are the real deal. Expect plenty of spice. 4:30pm-midnight

Coffee & Sweets

Variety Coffee Roasters

Offline map Google map

Delectable pastries, smooth brews and floor-to-ceiling windows that brighten the wood-slatted interior. No wonder the work-from-coffee-shop crowd fills up the UES outlet of this Brooklyn chain. 7am-9pm

Orwashers

Offline map Google map

Hungarian immigrants opened this bakery in 1916, which has been serving rye, black and grain breads since. Order something sweet, like the sticky-bun babka or cherry cheese strudel. 7am-6pm

Ladurée

Offline map Google map

Gilded Age grandeur gets baked into macarons at this French pastry shop, everything perfectly pastel-ed. Stay for tea or wrap your treats to go, boxed with a bow. 8am-7pm
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Drinking

Beer Halls & Gastropubs

Pony Bar

Offline map Google map

This craft-beer destination is committed to American (and New York) brews. 3pm-midnight Mon-Thu, to 3am Fri-Sun, from noon Sat & Sun


Jeffrey

Offline map Google map

Post-work hops pursuers come to this unpretentious craft beer and cocktail bar under Roosevelt Island’s tramway to choose from over 30 rotating taps. 4pm-midnight Mon-Wed, noon-1am Thu-Sat, noon-midnight Sun

Penrose

Offline map Google map

This stylish Second Ave gastropub (exposed brick walls, vintage mirrors) is famous for dirty pickle martinis, beer-battered pickles and formidable whiskey collection. 11am-3am Mon-Fri, from 9:30am Sat & Sun

Go-go Dancers & Games

Ethyl’s Alcohol & Food

Offline map Google map

Burlesque, go-go dancers and music from the ’70s make this bar feel like gritty old NYC, before punk club CBGB became a fashion boutique. 5pm-late Mon-Sat

Hex & Co

Offline map Google map

Board games and beer go hand-in-hand at this cafe, skewing more ‘mom’s basement’ than ‘happening bar.’ Choose from 1000 games ($10/player). 11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Transportive Cocktails

2nd Floor Bar & Essen

Offline map Google map

The staircase to this 2nd-floor annex is a portal to 1920s New York. Down creative drinks and shtetl-style bar bites. 5pm-midnight Tue-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat

Auction House

Offline map Google map

Fat divans, gilded mirrors and hardwood floors: try enough of their cocktails, and you may wonder if it’s the Victorian era. 6pm-late

UES.

Offline map Google map

Tell the servers at this ice-cream parlor you’re ‘here to volunteer in the storage room,’ i.e. speakeasy. 5pm-1am Mon-Wed, to 2am Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat, 6pm-midnight Sun
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Shopping

Weird & Wondrous Shops

Creel & Gow

Offline map Google map

Step inside this cabinet of high-end curios in a 19th-century town house to eyeball one-of-a-kind objects sourced internationally: taxidermied peacocks, silver-plated shells, centuries-old sketches and more.

SHOP Cooper Hewitt

Offline map Google map

New and established designers provide quirky home goods and interior decor monographs inside this museum-affiliated shop inside Andrew Carnegie’s former mansion.

Tiny Doll House

Offline map Google map

Obsessed with Carrie Stettheimer’s dollhouse at the Museum of the City of New York? The tiny worlds here (Victorian, Chippendale, contemporary), rendered in stunning detail, will leave you speechless.

Secondhand Clothes

La Boutique Resale

Offline map Google map

UES fashionistas, including Jackie O, started emptying their closets here in 1954 when it was called Encore. La Boutique Resale has kept the fire alive. Head upstairs for discounts.




Explore

Upper West Side, Central Park & Harlem

When Central Park opened in the late 19th century, it spawned a frenzy of property development. The elegant apartments of Broadway and the dazzling art deco towers of Central Park West remain some of the city’s swankiest digs, yet even amid such luxury, this neighborhood has always represented New York’s diverse crossroads.

    Join artists, intellectuals and progressive types who skip between brownstone-lined streets to diners, delis and cultural mainstays like Lincoln Center. Skip long enough, and you’ll find yourself in one of the city’s greatest green spaces – or swimming in the Hudson.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Lincoln Center | GABRIEL MURAD/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Getting Around

[image: icon-subwaygif]b Subway

Take the 1/2/3 trains for easy access to destinations between Broadway and Riverside Park. The B and C are best for areas east of Broadway, including Central Park. The A and D run express from 59th St-Columbus Circle to 125th St in Harlem.

[image: icon-bus]g Bus

The M104 runs along Broadway between Midtown and Harlem. The M110 runs along Central Park West. Crosstown routes at 66th, 72nd, 79th, 86th and 96th Sts head to the Upper East Side.


THE BEST

Escape the city’s urban rat race by picnicking, cycling or strolling through CENTRAL PARK.

Snag tickets to an unforgettable performance at LINCOLN CENTER, the triple treat of first-class art institutions.

Float among delicate butterflies and massive dinosaurs at the AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY.

Walk through HARLEM to consider how a century of artists turned the neighborhood into the city’s cultural cornerstone.





WALKING TOUR

Feel the Pulse of Harlem’s Soul

Ever since the Harlem Renaissance jazzed up New York, Harlem has been a cradle of Black culture, birthing talents and trends with global appeal. This is where Billie Holiday crooned, where Romare Bearden pieced together collages and where Langston Hughes penned his explosive poetry. Vibrant and loud, brooding and melancholy – walk these streets and hear them sing.



START

Malcolm Shabazz Harlem Market

END

Strivers’ Row

LENGTH

2.4 miles; three hours


[image: 17-harlem-soul-wt-pk-nyc10-jpg]




1 Immigrant Influence

Start by trawling Malcolm Shabazz Harlem Market for its colorful African goods. Textiles, jewelry and musical instruments represent countries like Nigeria, Kenya and Ghana. The canopied bazaar is the heart of Little (or Le Petit) Senegal – home to scores of francophone immigrants who began building a community here around the 1980s.

2 Urban Rhythms

Pop into Marcus Garvey Park on a sunny Saturday afternoon when drum circle rhythms pulse through the air. These free-to-join jam sessions mix West African and Caribbean traditions – a cacophonous ode to Harlem culture. Equally entertaining is the Classical Theatre of Harlem, which presents free Shakespeare plays at the park’s bandshell in summer.

3 Dapper Dan

Walk next through the Mount Morris Historic District, where impeccably preserved brownstones testify to the bourgeois aspirations of their early residents. You’ll eventually reach Flamekeepers Hat Club on 121st St, reviving Gilded Age style with its collection of sophisticated caps.

4 Artistic Excellence

Harlem’s heart beats loudest on 125th St, home to the Apollo, where Ella Fitzgerald got her start. But skip the live performances – you’re here for the Studio Museum in Harlem. This incubator for promising artists of African descent is set to unveil a new five-story building in 2024. Come here to spot the art world’s next big thing.

5 Ebony Rhapsody

In the 1920s, Harlem became a hotbed of artistry, led by the rhythmic baton of greats like Duke Ellington. Pay your respects to the big-band maestro at the tiny National Jazz Museum – a one-room, Smithsonian-affiliated love letter to improvisational tunes. Ellington’s cream-white baby grand piano sits up front. Entrance is free.

6 Apartment Envy

End the tour by skipping to the St Nicholas Historic District on W 138th and 139th Sts, also known as Strivers’ Row. Starting around the Harlem Renaissance, these Italianate townhomes became palaces for luminaries like blues vet WC Handy, political heavyweight Adam Clayton Powell Jr, singer-dancer Bill ‘Bojangles’ Robinson and eventually a young (pre-West Coast) Tupac Shakur.
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1Top Experiences

 Central ParkE5

 Riverside ParkB2




1Experiences

1Lincoln CenterC8

 Metropolitan Opera House(see 1)

2New York City BalletC8

3New York PhilharmonicC8

 Film at Lincoln Center(see 1)

4American Museum of Natural HistoryD5

5New-York Historical SocietyD6

6Nicholas Roerich MuseumB1

7American Folk Art MuseumD7

8Fleet FeetD8

9The AnsoniaC6

10The ApthorpC5

11Dakota BuildingD6

12The San RemoD6

13Congregation Shearith IsraelD7

14Jewish Community CenterC6

15Zabar’sC5

16Barney GreengrassC4

17Children’s Museum of ManhattanC5

18Hippo PlaygroundB4

19Swedish Cottage Marionette TheatreD5

20Alice’s Tea CupC6

21West Side KidsC5




5Eating

22Absolute BagelsC1

23Mama’s TOO!C1

24Gray’s PapayaC6

 Tatiana(see 3)

25Cafe LuxembourgC7

26Old John’s DinerC7

27Jacob’s PicklesC5

28Peacefood CafeC5

29El MitoteC7

30Chick ChickC4

31BánhC1

32LevainC6

33Silver Moon BakeryC1

34TerengaF1

35Lechonera La IslaF1

36Harlem Biscuit CompanyD1

37LidoD1

38Sylvia’sE1

39Ginny’s Supper ClubE1

40Slutty VeganD1




6Drinking

41Nobody Told MeC1

42Gebhard’s Beer CultureC6

43Dead PoetC5

44Lucille’sD1

45Plowshares CoffeeC2

46Irving Farm RoastersC5




7Shopping

47MagpieC5

48ShishiC3

49TrintageE1

50Grand Bazaar NYCC6

51Westsider BooksC5

52Olde Good ThingsC4









TOP EXPERIENCE

Ramble Through Central Park


With 843 acres of meadows, ponds and woodlands, Central Park seems like Manhattan in its raw state. But every inch of the park was built by human hands. Thank goodness it was: the majestic merger of nature and art provides a welcome respite from urban jungle living.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Turned around? Check the numbers at the base of park lamp posts. The first two digits indicate nearby cross streets; the second two note if you’re east or west (even numbers mean east).

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for maps, facilities and more info.



Past & Present

In the 1850s, this area of Manhattan was occupied by pig farms, a garbage dump, a bone-boiling operation and Seneca Village – the largest community of African American property owners in pre-Civil War New York. All that changed when plans for a world-class green space began taking shape, intending to give NYC’s booming downtown population somewhere to escape city stressors.

Construction began in 1858 after a public contest awarded landscape designer Frederick Law Olmsted and architect Calvert Vaux the honor of creating the oasis. Two difficult decades followed, forcibly displacing the area’s roughly 1600 residents and employing 20,000 laborers to transform this terrain into a park. Today, Central Park has over 18,000 trees, 136 acres of woodland, 21 playgrounds and seven bodies of water – and over 40 million visitors a year.

Tour the South End

Most visitors enter Central Park from its southern edge at W 59th St. Walk along the Pond at the southeast corner to spot ducks and geese flapping in the blue. In winter, crowds ice skate at Wollman Rink, where views of Midtown’s soaring skyscrapers provide a dramatic backdrop.

Continue northwest to the Children’s District – but be aware that the park’s curving pathways are designed to disorient – a deliberate break from Manhattan’s straight-laced streets. You’ll eventually come to Heckscher Playground, where little ones let off steam on catwalks, swings and slides. If you’re searching for shade, there are two charming structures worth visiting: the Dairy, which resembles a Victorian cottage (it’s currently a visitor center and gift shop), and the Chess & Checkers House, where first-come-first-serve game tables under a pergola let players test their skill. Visitors can borrow game pieces on-site between 10am and 4:30pm, Wednesday through Saturday. A spin on the 100-year-old Carousel nearby provides a Mary Poppins moment of whimsy.

To the east, you’ll find the small yet mighty Central Park Zoo (near E 64th St, admission fee required), whose pavilions house penguins, grizzly bears, tropical birds and even a snow leopard. Kids (and most adults) will love petting goats in the children’s area and watching sea lions sing for their supper.

Perhaps most popular in this part of the park is Sheep Meadow (near W 67th St), a 15-acre lawn where thousands picnic, toss frisbees and bare their skin in summer. On the second Sunday of every month between May and September, gaggles of gay men congregate at its center for an event aptly named ‘Second Sundays.’ Spending a few hours people-watching here is a quintessential city experience.

A skip north is Strawberry Fields (near W 72nd St), a tear-shaped garden and moving memorial for John Lennon, who was assassinated in front of his home at the Dakota in 1980. It contains a grove of stately elms and a tiled mosaic that says simply, ‘Imagine.’

Head east from Strawberry Fields to end up at the Mall, arguably the park’s most elegant section. Here, you’ll find pedestrians strolling down an elm-flanked esplanade. Sculptures of famous authors line the southern end’s Literary Walk, along with the Women’s Rights Pioneers Monument, added in 2020. At the northern end is Bethesda Terrace, with grand staircases and a covered arcade that converge on Bethesda Fountain. You might recognize the fountain’s statue from movies like Home Alone 2, The Avengers and Angels in America – but its most intriguing claim to fame is its sculptor, Emma Stebbins. In the 1860s, she became the first woman to receive a commission for a major public work in NYC.

If you need some intimacy after all the crowds, it doesn’t get more romantic than a rowboat rental on the Lake (open seasonally, weather permitting) plus a cocktail at the Central Park Boathouse – just be prepared to pay a premium.
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PANDORA PICTURES/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


QUICK BREAK

If you didn’t pack a picnic, dine outdoors near Sheep Meadow at casual Le Pain Quotidien or stop by a food cart for snacks and drinks (be prepared with cash).
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PEDAL POWER

Speed through the park by cycling its 6.1-mile loop. For rentals, try Central Park Bike Tours or Citi Bike.



Explore the Middle

Cross picture-perfect Bow Bridge (northwest of Bethesda Fountain) to enter one of the park’s most transporting pockets. The Ramble, a 36-acre forest, features waterfalls, rocky outcroppings and unpaved paths through thickets of trees. Don’t be surprised to see people pointing binoculars at nearby branches: this is a beloved birder destination. Central Park, located along the Atlantic Flyway (an important route for migrating birds), acts as a resting pad for weary winged travelers. Twitchers can spot over 200 avian species resting among the leaves in spring and fall.

You may emerge from the woods by Belvedere Castle (near 79th St), a turreted folly on a rocky outcropping and a centerpiece of the park’s midsection. From its terraces, there’s a view of the Delacorte Theater and the Great Lawn, a massive green carpet and formerly a reservoir. Come summer, check the schedule for frequent (and usually free) concerts on its 13-acre meadow. Annual performances feature the New York Philharmonic, Metropolitan Opera and the occasional big-name pop star.

Continue north and you’ll arrive at the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Reservoir (pictured). The 1.6-mile gravel path along its perimeter is the domain of runners, who navigate the loop in a strictly clockwise direction. Exercise deference if you walk the loop to snap a pic of skyscrapers reflected on the water’s glassy surface.


BARD IN THE CITY

Every summer, the Public Theater heads uptown to present its fabulous free productions of Shakespeare in the Park at the open-air Delacorte Theater. Get same-day tickets by lining up at the theater (come early) or register for the online digital lottery. The Delacorte is closed for ‘revitalization’ until 2025, but once it’s back in action, make this a priority. The experience is often a midsummer’s dream.



Wind Around the North Side

Crowds thin out as you head uptown, making a stroll through the North Woods more magical. This 40-acre Arcadia on the upper reaches of Central Park feels more like the Adirondacks than the heart of Manhattan. Amble along the waterfall-linked Loch, a gentle tree-hugged stream (accessible via the Glen Span Arch near W 103rd St), to spot scampering chipmunks and the occasional raccoon. Keep an eye out for the Blockhouse, the park’s oldest surviving structure, built as a military defense during the War of 1812. If you wander deep enough, skyscrapers disappear and traffic becomes but a murmur.


The Conservatory Garden (at E 105th St) is east of here, which breaks up the wooded wilderness with European-style formality and flowers. This 6-acre area is officially a ‘quiet zone’ with three sections – French, English and Italian – each featuring its own fountain. In spring, come here to appreciate the explosion of colorful petals.

Further north, you’ll find the freshly rebuilt Harlem Meer Center (set to open in summer 2024), which offers outdoor activities like skating in winter and swimming on hot summer days. The recreation center overlooks Harlem Meer, an artificial lake (‘meer’ is Dutch for ‘small sea’), where you might spot some catch-and-release fishing (poles are available at the Charles A. Dana Discovery Center). In nice weather, you’re more likely to see locals than tourists up here, sunning on benches like box turtles.


EXPERT GUIDES

If navigating the park alone seems Sisyphean, join a tour led by the Central Park Conservancy. Guided walks cover everything from woodland ecology to little-known park histories and iconic landmarks. Most tours cost $25 and last roughly 90 minutes, aside from low-cost, family-geared offerings. Check the website for schedules and pricing; advanced booking is required.
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PETAL PALOOZA

In spring, many park trees wear pink. Yoshino cherries blossom along the Reservoir’s east bank, Okame trees dazzle across the water and Cherry Hill delights at E 72nd St.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Catch the Light in Riverside Park


The 5-mile green ribbon stringing 59th St to 155th St might get overshadowed by nearby Central Park, but there are plenty of reasons this serene escape shines. You’ll find Hudson River views from its triple-tiered paths and spectacular light shows once the sun starts to set.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

If you’re coming here to savor summer’s sunset with a beer, take the 1 train to 103rd St and walk west to Ellington in the Park.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for a map and events calendar.



Seeds of Change

Riverside Park has been in a near-constant state of evolution since Frederick Law Olmsted (of Central Park fame) created its concept in the mid-19th century. Calvert Vaux, his prolific parks partner, and urban planner Robert Moses both had hands in its design, transforming windswept bluffs and smoky train tracks into a series of waterfront esplanades.

The most recent extension, a thin strip from 59th to 72nd Sts dubbed Riverside Park South (opened in 2001), recalls a freight-fraught past with rusted remnants of the 69th St Transfer Bridge, while a series of meandering walkways inspire the opposite of locomotive speed (unless, of course, you’re a cycler mid-commute).

Magnificent Monuments

From 72nd St onward, the park widens to include a waterfront bike path, grassy knolls and multi-tiered promenades. A bronze sculpture of Eleanor Roosevelt (1996) appears lost in thought at 72nd St – probably wondering why this was only NYC’s second statue dedicated to a non-fictional woman. The first, Joan of Arc (1915), gallops defiantly atop a pedestal at 93rd St, which incorporates pieces from the Rouen tower where she was imprisoned.

A few blocks south, at W 89th St, 12 Corinthian columns encircle the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Monument (1902), honoring Union Army members who served in the Civil War. It acts as a companion piece to Grant’s Tomb, the grandiose mausoleum of famed Civil War general and 18th US president Ulysses, located 2 miles north at 122nd St.
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Budding Romance

Plan your trip around April and May to parade down the Cherry Walk (between 100th and 125th Sts) when blushing petals paint the promenade pink. Equally pretty is the 91st St Community Garden, immortalized in the rom-com classic You’ve Got Mail.

As for the park’s most picturesque scene, you’ll find it at Ellington in the Park (open April to November) – a casual outdoor restaurant overlooking the Hudson. Arrive before twilight and snag an upper-level picnic table to soak in the sun as it dips behind New Jersey.


TAKE A BREAK

For more alfresco eating, stop by Pier i Cafe in Riverside Park South for food, coffee or cocktails (open April through October).





EXPERIENCES

Applaud for Art at Lincoln CenterPerforming arts

Offline map Google map

Grab tickets to a show within Lincoln Center’s 16-acre travertine complex for seats to some of the city’s best performances.

The Metropolitan Opera House Offline map Google map, showers classical music fans with standards (La Boheme, Madame Butterfly) and contemporary works. The season runs from September to June; tickets start at $25 and can get close to $500.

Pirouetting prodigies take center stage at the David H Koch Theater, home to the prestigious New York City Ballet Offline map Google map, first directed by choreographer George Balanchine. Patrons aged 13 to 30 can nab $30 rush tickets.

Then there’s the New York Philharmonic Offline map Google map, housed at David Geffen Hall, fresh off a $550 million makeover. The country’s oldest professional orchestra (dating to 1842) plays a mix of classics and edgy departures. Get same-day rush tickets for select concerts at the box office for $22.

You’ll find Broadway and Off-Broadway shows here, too, along with Film at Lincoln Center Offline map Google map and Big Apple Circus (think Cirque du Soleil) in a pop-up tent around Christmas.

Geek Out at the American Museum of Natural HistoryScience museum

Offline map Google map

You could spend a lifetime (or at least an afternoon) exploring the American Museum of Natural History (AMNH), a state-of-the-art scientific research center and a can’t-miss hit for kids. From the main entrance on Central Park West, you’ll enter the soaring Theodore Roosevelt Rotunda, where skeletons of a barosaurus and allosaurus appear frozen in combat. From there, wander a warren of galleries packed with life-sized dioramas of African mammals, birds of prey, primates and other wondrous creatures. The always-astounding Milstein Family Hall of Ocean Life contains interactive lessons about marine food chains – all under a suspended, 94ft-long replica of a blue whale. Budding entomologists should bee-line for the David Family Butterfly Vivarium in the new Gilder Center, where fluttering specimens land on outstretched arms. Armchair astronauts will appreciate the Rose Center for Earth & Space, whose spherical theater transports visitors to faraway galaxies. Oh, and don’t forget the hundreds of dinosaur fossils. They’re on the top floor – and sure to inspire the inner paleontologist in visitors of all ages.


SCENES FROM SAN JUAN HILL

Lincoln Center sits on top of what used to be known as San Juan Hill – a neighborhood occupied by Black and Latino New Yorkers until the mid-20th century, as depicted in the musical West Side Story. Urban planner Robert Moses razed the neighborhood as part of his federally funded ‘slum clearance’ initiative, making way for the elite arts institution. The policy – a thinly veiled form of bureaucratic racism – displaced 7000 families and 800 businesses – but not before the 1961 movie adaptation of West Side Story had a chance to film on its emptied streets.



Eye Tiffany Lamps at the New-York Historical SocietyHistory museum

Offline map Google map

It feels fitting that this is New York City’s oldest museum, opened in 1804. A repository of priceless objects and a research center covering all eras of Gotham’s development, it’s always scholarly yet never stodgy. The collection of over 60,000 quirky and fascinating objects covers tons of ground. Find George Washington’s inauguration chair, then wander an illuminating gallery packed with some 100 Tiffany lamps by Louis Comfort Tiffany and his so-called ‘Tiffany Girls,’ who worked anonymously under the Gilded Age master. Be sure to check out the rotating exhibits: recent shows have focused on the life of famous Brooklyn-born jurist Ruth Bader Ginsburg and one of New York’s tastiest institutions, the Jewish deli. An 80,000-sq-ft expansion is currently underway, which will be the first home of the American LGBTQ+ Museum, set to open in 2026. Located next to AMNH on Central Park West, this makes a nice museum pairing or a pleasant stop before heading into the park.

Head to the Himalayas in a Tiny Art TempleArt museum



Ask many UWS locals about the Nicholas Roerich Museum Offline map Google map and they’ll likely draw a blank. Hidden on a residential street near Riverside Park, this three-story town-house-turned-art temple is a divine departure from mega-sized museums – and an under-the-radar neighborhood gem. It displays 150 paintings by the prolific Nicholas Konstantinovich Roerich (1874–1947), a Russian-born poet, philosopher and painter. His most remarkable works are his depictions of the Himalayas, where he and his family settled in 1928. The rich mountainscapes are a wonder to behold: icy Tibetan peaks in bright swaths of blue, white and purple paint might remind you of Georgia O’Keeffe or Rockwell Kent. Check the website for events – on many winter Fridays, classical concerts fill the space with the meditative sounds of Rachmaninov and Mozart. Admission is free; donations are welcome.

Study the Work of Self-Taught ArtistsArt museum



For more of the Upper West Side’s free art-and-music offerings, pop into the American Folk Art Museum Offline map Google map, where three small galleries with rotating exhibits celebrate artists without formal training. Kaleidoscopic quilts, hand-carved decoy ducks and centuries-old sketchbooks represent some of the works you might find inside. The gift shop is an equally engaging art assemblage with books, jewelry, accessories, scarves etc. Drop in for Jazz + Wednesdays, offered on the first and third Wednesday of each month, when jazz guitarist Bill Wurtzel strums tunes from the Great American Songbook.

On Your Mark, Get Set, GoOutdoor athletics

Blessed by miles of shade-rich parks, the UWS draws runners from all over the city. Before hitting the pavement, talk shop with the expert staff at Fleet Feet Offline map Google map in Columbus Circle while getting fitted for the perfect shoe. From there, join fellow athletes on paths in car-free Central Park.

Jogging the park’s 6.1-mile loop is a pleasure cruise – just save steam for the hill near W 106th St and remember to run counterclockwise. For a short sprint, head to the 1.6-mile crushed gravel track around the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Reservoir. Take a reservoir break near E 90th St and pay homage to Fred Lebow, founder of the New York City Marathon – but make it quick. His sculpture is eternally clocking your time.

If you’re serious about mileage, the marathon occurs on the first Sunday of every November. Scoring a bib is almost as tough as the race. Those who reach the finish line brandish their medals throughout town, claiming their hard-won status as temporary NYC royalty.

View Expensive Real EstateArchitecture tour

The Upper West Side’s imposing facades have set the standard for refined ‘apartment’ living for over a century. While these buildings are off-limits to visitors, a few have impressive, block-wide exteriors that merit a closer look. Spend an hour admiring their details.

Start at the Ansonia Offline map Google map (73 St & Broadway), a beaux arts confection from 1904. In the 1970s, Bette Midler belted it out at the Continental Baths, a gay bathhouse and cabaret space that once occupied the basement.


Next up is the Apthorp Offline map Google map (78th St & Broadway), subject of screenwriter Nora Ephron’s 2006 essay ‘Moving On, A Love Story,’ written about the Italian Renaissance Revival complex she called home for 24 years.

The Dakota Offline map Google map (72nd St and Central Park West) is the neighborhood’s most famous – and famously exclusive – co-op. Leonard Bernstein, John Lennon and Yoko Ono have all called this chateauesque fortress home – but the board rejected Cher and Judd Apatow.

Continue north to see two limestone stunners by architect Emory Roth – the twin-towered San Remo Offline map Google map (74th/75th Sts) and the Beresford (81st/82nd Sts), both resplendent revivals of Renaissance style.

Keep it Kosher on the UWSJewish culture

Jewish Americans have shaped Upper West Side culture for over a century – primarily drawn to the area because of exclusionary 20th-century housing policies east of Central Park. Striking synagogues abound (check out the beaux arts home of the Congregation Shearith Israel Offline map Google map for evidence), along with cultural events at the Jewish Community Center Offline map Google map, which presents films and lectures for people of all faiths.

As for the community’s greatest neighborhood gifts, they come in the form of food. Local market Zabar’s Offline map Google map, a bastion of gourmet kosher foodie-ism, has been a neighborhood fixture since Ukrainian Jewish immigrants opened its doors in 1934. Stop in for a heavenly array of cheese, meats, olives, caviar, smoked fish and fresh-from-the-oven knishes. Take your treats to Riverside Park and nosh away.

There’s also Barney Greengrass Offline map Google map, the UWS institution from 1908, best known as the undisputed ‘Sturgeon King’ with smoked whitefish that lives up to the title. Join regulars who kvetch over breakfast at tables near crowded produce counters or take lunch in the adjoining cafe space.


GREAT WORK OR GARBAGE?

On the side of a nondescript building on W 79th St, a two-dimensional boy takes a hammer to a very real, double-headed standpipe (an imperative water pipe for fire safety). Is it graffiti? Is it art? The artist will be happy you’re asking such questions, for the mural is by Banksy – the only surviving piece from the anonymous street artist’s sensational 2013 New York City residency, when, for a full month, he unveiled an unannounced piece almost every day, guerrilla-style. Hammer Boy has become an object of local affection, and neighborhood stalwart Zabar’s keeps the piece conserved behind frequently cleaned plexiglass.



Plan a Day for Tiny TravelersFamily fun

Some days, strollers seem to outnumber cars on the UWS – which makes sense, as this neighborhood is ideal for little ones. If the AMNH feels a little too stuffy, consider visiting the Children’s Museum of Manhattan Offline map Google map, with hands-on exhibits as fun as they are educational. The seasonal, outdoor Dynamic H2O water feature makes summers a splash. When the sun is shining, visit one of the neighborhood’s dozens of playgrounds – like Hippo Playground Offline map Google map in Riverside Park, where kids can play on sculptures featuring its majestic namesake beasts. For something less high-octane, sit back inside Central Park’s Swedish Cottage Marionette Theatre Offline map Google map for a delightful show your little dolls will love (Thursday to Sunday at 11am and 1pm). If you want to top off the excitement with colorful sweets, the whimsy of Alice’s Tea Cup Offline map Google map always wows. And if you want to reward good behavior (or prevent a meltdown), you’ll find presents for all persuasions at West Side Kids Offline map Google map, the neighborhood’s best toy store.


MORE UWS CULTURE

Beacon Theatre

This historic 1928 theater is a perfect medium-sized venue (not a terrible seat in the house) with a constant flow of popular acts like Trevor Noah, John Legend and Tori Amos.

West Side Comedy Club

A long roster of comics kill (and occasionally bomb) on the small stage of this neighborhood yuk-yuk joint, open seven nights a week.

Symphony Space

Expect intriguing (and often esoteric) music and dance performances, including filmed versions of plays and operas from Broadway, the Met and beyond.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Grab-and-Go Goodies

Absolute Bagels $

Offline map Google map

Bagels made by Thai immigrants might make connoisseurs uneasy, but one thing’s certain: there’s a line down the block because they’re among the city’s best. 6am-7pm

Mama’s TOO! $

Offline map Google map

You’ll understand the crowds outside this bite-sized pizza shop after tearing into the Angry Nonna (a square of hot honey-drizzled pepperoni). Noon-11pm

Gray’s Papaya $

Offline map Google map

Lights: bright. Color palette: 1970s. Hot dogs: unpretentiously good. It doesn’t get more New York than bellying up to this classic stand-up joint. 8am-8pm, Mon-Fri, 10am-8pm Sat & Sun

Pre-Show Dining

Tatiana $$$

Offline map Google map

Good luck getting a table at the Afro-Caribbean-inspired restaurant in David Geffen Hall, featured on nearly every ‘best of NYC’ list. Consolation prize? The adjacent lobby bar. 5-10pm Mon-Sat

Cafe Luxembourg $$$

Offline map Google map

Upper-crust locals started knocking back cocktails and nibbling steak tartare at this French bistro in the 1980s. Hours vary

Old John’s Diner $$

Offline map Google map

1950s charm pours out of the Lincoln Center area’s go-to luncheonette. Order the kids egg creams; have yourself a Manhattan. 7am-10pm Mon-Fri, from 9am Sat & Sun

UWS Comfort Food

Jacob’s Pickles $$

Offline map Google map

Jacob elevates the humble pickle to exalted status at this boisterous eatery. Expect briney cukes, upscale comfort food and craft beer. 10am-midnight Mon-Fri, from 9am Sat & Sun

Peacefood Cafe $$

Offline map Google map

Uptown vegans come to Peacefood’s bright, white space for beloved dishes like fried seitan panini, pizza, energy-fueling juices and decadent desserts. 11:30am-9pm

El Mitote $$

Offline map Google map

Guadalajara-style street food and classic Mexican platters get served on colorful trays. Look up ‘Los 41 maricones’ for insight into the LGBTIQ+ inspired mural painted inside. 11:30am-10pm

Asian Fusion

Chick Chick $$

Offline map Google map

Korean- and Nashville-inspired chicken sandwiches rule this low-key poultry palace; kimchi fried rice and ramen round out the menu. 4:30-10pm Mon-Sat, 11:30am-3pm Fri-Sun, 4:30-9pm Sun


Bánh $$

Offline map Google map

Visit Southeast Asia on the Upper West Side’s far reaches with home-style Vietnamese food like sticky mung-bean rice cakes and bánh mì sandwiches. 6-10pm Tue-Sat, noon-4pm Fri-Sun, to 9pm Sun

Cookies & Pastries

Levain $

Offline map Google map

The original location of this cookie chain remains its most charming. Each dough ball is a 6oz lesson in decadence, with the chocolate chip walnut earning highest marks. 8am-8pm

Silver Moon Bakery $

Offline map Google map

Folks line up for Judith Norell’s sweets. She decided to hang up her harpsichord and flee to a Paris baking school before opening this tiny patisserie. 8am-7pm

Harlem’s Cultured Kitchens

Terenga $

Offline map Google map

West African flavors fill the grain bowls at this under-the-radar, casual cafeteria steps from Central Park. There’s a second Midtown location, open weekdays. Noon-9pm Sat, to 8pm Sun

Lechonera La Isla $

Offline map Google map

NYC has the largest Puerto Rican population outside of Puerto Rico, and this storefront serves their specialties: suckling pig, pastelillos and morcilla, just like in San Juan. 9am-9pm

Best Harlem Breakfasts

Harlem Biscuit Company $

Offline map Google map

Buttery biscuits are all the rage near St Nicholas Park. If you order one with the Cajun and Southern-inspired fixings, plan to unbuckle your belt. 8am-2pm

Lido $$

Offline map Google map

Weekend brunch means business at this Italian-style spot, anchoring a stretch of noteworthy restaurants on Adam Clayton Powell Jr Blvd since 2011. Noon-10pm Mon-Fri, from 10:30am Sat & Sun

Elevated Southern Style

Sylvia’s $$

Offline map Google map

Founded by Sylvia Woods in 1962, this Harlem icon attracts scores of locals, celebrities and even a few presidents with lip-smacking good Southern cooking. 11am-8pm Sun-Tue, to 10pm Wed-Sat

Ginny’s Supper Club $$

Offline map Google map

See what the fuss is about upstairs at Red Rooster, serving Black American staples, or dip into this Jazz Age-style speakeasy downstairs. 6-10pm Thu-Sat, 10am-12:30pm Sun

Slutty Vegan $$

Offline map Google map

Wanna lose your vegan virginity? Head to the Harlem counter of this plant-based burger chain. Noon-10pm Tue-Thu & Sun, to midnight Fri & Sat
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Drinking

Beer & Cocktails

Nobody Told Me

Offline map Google map

Be thankful you got the memo: this is the coolest cocktail joint within a 10-block radius. Grab a picture-window booth in summer. Noon-2am Mon-Fri, from 11am Sat & Sun


Gebhard’s Beer Culture

Offline map Google map

The UWS gets serious about suds thanks to Beer Culture’s 16 craft taps. Wash it down with beer-absorbing pub snacks. 3pm-midnight Mon-Thu, noon-2am Fri & Sat, to midnight Sun

Dead Poet

Offline map Google map

Toast your favorite deceased local bard with drinks like the Edgar Allen Poe, made with Misguided Spirits vodka. 2pm-4am Mon-Thu, from 1pm Fri, from noon Sun & Sat

Lucille’s

Offline map Google map

Coffee by day, cocktails by night and relaxed vibes round the clock. Live jazz on Wednesdays and Thursdays at 8pm. 8am-10pm Tue, to 11pm Wed-Sat, to 9pm Sun

Artisanal Coffee

Plowshares

Offline map Google map

Plowshares got into the specialty coffee game in 2008, when this cute-and-cozy espresso spot opened in the Bloomingdale district of the UWS. There’s a second location in Harlem. 8am-3pm

Irving Farm

Offline map Google map

Tucked into a little ground-floor shop, this mini-chain location is bigger than it seems. Walk beyond the counter to a light-filled backroom. 7am-5pm Mon-Fri, 7:30am-6pm Sat & Sun
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Shopping

Unique Boutiques

Magpie

Offline map Google map

Peek into this feel-good shop for a range of eco-friendly objects: quirky stationery, beeswax candles, hand-painted mugs, recycled-resin necklaces and many fair-trade or locally designed pieces.

Shishi

Offline map Google map

Browse the constantly changing racks at this smart boutique for stylish, affordable women’s wear, including elegant sweaters, boho dresses, eye-catching jewelry and more. Snatch what you see – stock is limited.

Trintage

Offline map Google map

‘Trendy’ and ‘vintage’ make the perfect portmanteau for this Harlem closet of women’s clothes, where you’ll find a colorful selection of chic, reasonably priced threads.

Antiques & Used Books

Grand Bazaar NYC

Offline map Google map

One of NYC’s oldest open-air shopping spots, this well-stocked flea market is perfect for browsing away a lazy Sunday. You’ll find a little bit of everything: furnishings, clothing etc.

Westsider Books

Offline map Google map

You’ll need a ladder to reach some of the books in this great little shop, packed to the gills with rare and used reads. For vintage vinyl, head to Westsider Records on W 72nd St.

Olde Good Things

Offline map Google map

Dream of owning a copper-framed window-turned-mirror from the Flatiron Building? Head to this (often expensive) architectural salvage company, if only to glimpse the collection.




Explore

Brooklyn

Brooklyn has come a long way since its 17th-century days as a Dutch farming settlement known as ‘Breuckelen.’ It’s now the city’s most populous borough, with 2.6 million people at last estimate, and a trend-setting destination at home and abroad. Its image as the global epicenter of ‘cool’ is most apparent in Williamsburg, with blocks of buzzy bars, restaurants and boutiques. Head east for Bushwick, an industrial neighborhood dipped in street art.

    But don’t think everything here is artsy-fartsy hipsterdom: Brooklyn is immigrant-grown and diverse, packed with green parks and historic architecture.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-subwaygif]b Subway

The L and J/M/Z trains serve Williamsburg and Bushwick. The G train connects South Brooklyn to Queens, crossing through Williamsburg to Downtown Brooklyn and beyond. For Dumbo and Brooklyn Heights, take the A/C, F or 2/3 trains.

[image: icon-busgif]g Bus

The B60 runs through Williamsburg and Bushwick; the B62 connects Williamsburg to Downtown Brooklyn.

[image: icon-boatgif]f Ferry

The ferry is a delightful transportation alternative. The East River route links Manhattan, Dumbo, Williamsburg and more. Check ferry.nyc for more routes.


THE BEST

Spend a day outdoors in BROOKLYN BRIDGE PARK, a recreational wonderland with spectacular skyline views.

Dance until dawn at HOUSE OF YES, Buswick’s funky and fabulous nightlife venue.

Admire Bushwick’s wall-scrawled blocks, with miles of MURALS painted by international artists.

Make it a fine art–forest combo by visiting the massive BROOKLYN MUSEUM and its verdant neighbor, PROSPECT PARK.





WALKING TOUR

Time Travel in Brooklyn Heights

With over 600 homes predating the Civil War, this neighborhood is Kings County’s crowning achievement in historic preservation. Discover stories behind the stately brownstones and wood-frame row houses then savor spectacular views of Lower Manhattan.



START

Clark St Subway Station

END

Long Island Bar

LENGTH

1.3 miles; 1½ hours
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1 Start Your Engines

Begin with a hand-brewed pour-over from Drip inside the 2/3 Clark St subway station. Before trains became the top choice for transportation, Brooklynites got to Manhattan by boat. After the first steam-powered ferry ushered passengers across the river in 1914, Brooklyn Heights was called ‘America’s first commuter suburb.’

2 Freedom Train

Next stop is Plymouth Church – dubbed the ‘Grand Central Depot’ of the Underground Railroad. In the 1850s and ’60s, Minister Henry Ward Beecher held mock auctions here to purchase the freedom of actual enslaved people. A plaque in pew 89 memorializes a visit from presidential candidate Abraham Lincoln (1860).

3 Neighborhood Prose

Read Truman Capote’s Brooklyn: A Personal Memoir, his valentine to Brooklyn Heights, after walking past 70 Willow St, where the author wrote In Cold Blood and Breakfast at Tiffany’s in the 1950s. His essay’s prose paints a colorful neighborhood portrait.

4 Highway with a View

Wow at Manhattan’s skyline from the Brooklyn Heights Promenade – an eight-block pedestrian strip atop the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway. Created by Robert Moses in 1950, the esplanade represents a significant compromise with the community. He originally intended to cut the BQE across Hicks St, cleaving the neighborhood in half.

5 Beautiful Brothel

Pause in front of the Herman Behr Mansion (1888). If the terra-cotta ornaments on 82 Pierrepont St could talk, they’d tell secrets from days as a merchant’s mansion, hotel, brothel, sleeping pad for Franciscan monks and today’s one-bedroom apartments.

6 Industrial Disguise

Browse businesses along Montague St (L’Appartement 4F’s croissants are flaky perfection), then stop in front of 58 Joralemon St. Notice the black windows: this isn’t a typical town house – it’s an artfully disguised MTA subway vent exterior, following laws that protect the neighborhood’s historic landmark status.

7 Atlantic Ave Chaser

Cap it off by sliding into a red vinyl booth at Long Island Bar – a cool-cat juice joint from 1951. With cocktails crafted by Cosmo inventor Toby Cecchini, it’s no wonder hip locals keep this bar abuzz.
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1Top Experiences

 Brooklyn Bridge ParkA5

 Prospect ParkG2

 Brooklyn MuseumH1

 Coney IslandA2

 Bedford–StuyvesantE6

 DeKalb AvenueA6




1Experiences

1City ReliquaryD3

2Brooklyn BreweryC1

3TaleaD2

418th Ward BrewingF2

5Grimm Artisanal AlesF2

6Marsha P Johnson State ParkC1

7Spoonbill & SugartownC2

8Quimby’sD3

 Desert Island Comics(see 8)

9Bushwick CollectiveH3

10Artists & FleasC2

11ParkmartF5

12Don PanchitoC2

13Birria-LandiaD2

14Tacos El ComalD1

15Rey de ReyesD1

16McCarren ParkD2

17McCarren ParkhouseD1

 Awoke Vintage(see 7)

 Rugged Road & Co(see 7)

18AntoinetteC2

19Chickee’s VintageC2

20Beacon’s ClosetF4

21L Train VintageG4

22Bushwick StarrH5

23Théâtre XIVG4

24Bossa Nova Civic ClubG5

25Mood RingG5

26Avant GardnerG3

27ElsewhereH3

28House of YesH4




5Eating

29LiliaD2

30Laser WolfC1

31Le CrocodileC1

32DinerB3

33OpsH4

34Roberta’sF4

35Emily’s Pork StoreE2

36Tina’s PlaceG4

37Tortilleria Los HermanosH4

38Taqueria Al PastorH4

39Llama InnD2

40Bunna CafeG4

41NowonH3

42KokomoC1

43Win Son BakeryE4

44Bonnie’sE2

45PúsùC3

46Modern LoveD3

47Terms of EndearmentC2




6Drinking

48Four HorsemenC3

49Maison PremiereC2

50WestlightC1

51Cherry on TopH4

 Kato Sake Works(see 23)

52BKE KombuchaF3

53PokitoC3

54Radegast Hall & BiergartenC2

553 Dollar BillF3

56Mary’sE1

57ExleyD2

58MetropolitanD3

59SEY CoffeeF4

60DevociónB2

61NookG4




7Shopping

62BEAMB2

63LeifC2

64Stella DallasD2

65Harlequin VintageG4

66DS & DurgaC2

67HeatonistC2

68photodom.H6

69Nose BestG4









TOP EXPERIENCE

While Away an Afternoon on Brooklyn’s Waterfront


Jaw-dropping views, recreational activities, alfresco eateries, stores and performance spaces: Brooklyn Bridge Park is a one-stop shop for urban leisure. Devote half a day to this 85-acre green space hugging the East River – a sprawling backyard for trendy Dumbo and photogenic Brooklyn Heights.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Pair this experience with a Brooklyn Bridge stroll. Choose between two Brooklyn-side entrances: up a staircase at Washington St and Prospect St, or at Tillary St and Boerum Pl.

[image: barcode]

Scan this code for park info, including a map and directions.



Historic Beginnings

For a breezy introduction to Brooklyn’s historic waterfront, hop on a Manhattan ferry at Midtown’s 34th St or FiDis Pier 11, then sail across the river like writer Walt Whitman in the 19th century. You’ll dock at Fulton Ferry Landing, where lines from his 1856 poem ‘Crossing the Brooklyn Ferry’ are engraved on the guard rails.

Like so much of NYC, this landscape differs greatly from when Whitman wrote his poem. In the following decades, the Brooklyn and Manhattan Bridges became Big Apple landlines. Red-brick buildings shot up along the waterfront, home to companies that manufactured goods like cardboard boxes and Brillo pads. Commercial production didn’t last long: by the 1970s, businesses left and the waterfront became a wasteland. Industrial facades, cobblestone streets and antique trail tracks remain today, but the waterfront is otherwise transformed – a triumph of urban renewal.

Dizzying Views

Venture north of Fulton Ferry Landing for an East River panorama that inspires romance (there always seem to be newlyweds taking pictures here). For 360-degree views, spin around Jane’s Carousel (pictured) – a vintage treasure from 1922 housed in a Pritzker Prize–winning acrylic box. It’s come a long way since its days at an Ohio amusement park, with its 48 carved horses, two chariots and 1200 dazzling lights. With gold leaf on the horses, delicate pinstriping done freehand by a Mercedes-Benz detailer and a color palette closely matching the 1922 original, it has more than earned its spot on the National Register of Historic Places.

Behind the carousel is Empire Stores, which houses the Time Out Market (a collection of bustling food stalls and bars), plus a selection of retail chains. For epic Brooklyn Bridge views backed by FiDi’s skyline, head to Time Out Market’s 5th-floor terrace or nearby Pebble Beach.

[image: jpg]
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ENTER BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

To access Brooklyn Heights, zigzag up Squibb Park Bridge – a pedestrian walkway linking Pier 1 to its scenic promenade – or exit near Pier 5 at Joralemon St.



Pier Party

Crowds thin out south of Fulton Ferry, starting with Pier 1 – a collection of green carpets stitched together by meandering footpaths. Basketball and soccer games often bounce around Piers 2 and 5, respectively. From June through September, Brooklyn Bridge Park Boathouse volunteers hang out at Pier 2, offering free 20-minute kayaking sessions (reservations required; bbpboathouse.org). Sparrows and starlings flap around Pier 3, with its leafy esplanade and picnic-perfect meadow. Cormorants and ducks paddle around Pier 4 – a sandy strip lapped by waves.

Foot traffic picks back up around Pier 6, particularly in summer when outdoor eating options abound. If you want something sweet, grab a scoop of ice cream from OddFellows (Pier 5) and find a river-facing bench to soak up the sunset. At Fornino, you can savor wood-fired pizza, sandwiches and drinks at communal picnic tables. Expect a splashier setting at Pilot – a moored wooden schooner where sun-kissed passengers slurp oysters and cocktails from May to October. The food here is fine, but the FiDi and East River views are exceptional.

[image: jpg]
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WATERFRONT BARBECUE

Come summer, large groups gather around the public grills near Pier 5 for full-day barbecue feasts. If you want to join the party, arrive early. Grills are first come, first serve.



Dumbo Detour

Dumbo (an acronym for Down Under the Manhattan Bridge Overpass) anchors the park’s northern stretches – a 25-block dreamscape for shopping and dining. The best time for exploration is on Sundays between April and December, when the Brooklyn Flea (pictured) takes over 80 Pearl St. Vendors hawk their merchandise under a giant Manhattan Bridge archway, selling everything from antiques and vintage clothes to self-sustaining terrariums, sculptural beeswax candles and handcrafted NYC-made leather goods. Don’t expect to uncover many bargains – shopping here is expensive, like everything else in this city – but if you go early or late to avoid the crowds, it’s a fun place to browse for an hour or two.

While in the neighborhood, poke your head into Hudson Wilder, a slick design shop, and Front General Store, where shelves overflow with vintage workwear, jewelry and stationery.

Many restaurants in Dumbo can feel like tourist traps (expensive, mediocre), but there are still a few worth trying. Top-dollar restaurants Celestine (Mediterranean) and River Cafe (American) practically kiss the water – and the ambience is worth the splurge. Em Vietnamese Bistro is less expensive but just as tasty, with steaming pho suitable for a winter’s day. Butler Bakeshop is more laid-back, with breakfast sandwiches and pastries, and at Evil Twin Brewing, you can grab a coffee or craft beer in the spacious interior.


PHOTO OP

Join snap-happy hordes at Dumbo’s Washington and Water Sts intersection. Cobblestone streets and brick buildings frame the Manhattan Bridge, and you can see the distant Empire State Building.




SOUND WAVES

Walk the gangplank to Bargemusic, a coffee-bean barge transformed into a music hall near the Fulton Ferry dock, to catch classical chamber concerts while rocking to the East River’s waves (bargemusic.org).





TOP EXPERIENCE

Promenade Through Prospect Park


Brooklyn is spoiled for green spaces, and the emerald in its crown is Prospect Park – a 585-acre spread designed by Olmsted and Vaux with rambling, tree-fringed walkways, ornamental bridges and hilly woodlands. Ride a bike, take a stroll, catch a concert – you can’t go wrong.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

If you’ve got children in tow (or identify as a kid at heart), stop by the Children’s Corner, home to a carousel from 1912 and a 12-acre zoo.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for a map of the park.



Perfecting the Park

Don’t tell die-hard Manhattanites: it’s widely understood that Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux saw Central Park as ‘practice’ and Prospect Park as ‘perfection.’ The essential elements of both parks are the same – you’ll find formal features (a concert space; Vaux architectural touches) along with pastoral pleasures (meadows, groves and lakes). But Prospect Park allowed the team to learn from their mistakes, creating an uninterrupted bucolic sanctuary where urban sprawl seems like a distant dream.

Enter at Grand Army Plaza

For a regal entrance to the park, start at this monumental plaza with Parisian flair. The entrance is marked by an arch reminiscent of the Arc de Triomphe, it was built in the 1890s to memorialize the Civil War’s Union soldiers. On Saturday mornings, farmers and bakers ply their wares to Prospect Park locals. Grab some fruit or perhaps a pastry for your stroll.

Go Wild

South of Grand Army is the rolling 90-acre Long Meadow – a magnet for people who sunbathe, picnic and toss frisbees on warm days. Arrive before or after 9pm and the scene becomes a puppy party, packed with furry locals.


If you want to escape the crowds, there are plenty of footpaths studded with over 175 species of trees, including Brooklyn’s last remaining forest. For views of the park’s oldest trees, take the Midwood Trail; for birds and wildlife, skip along Lullwater Creek (pictured). Every Saturday, the Brooklyn Birding Club guides visitors on an avian odyssey – a fantastic option for birders both amateur and expert.

You’ll find a boatload of recreational activities at the LeFrak Center at Lakeside, located on the park’s southeastern corner. In summer, you can rent a kayak and circle the lake, grab a bike to pedal the park’s perimeter or don some skates to live out your roller-disco fantasy. Bluestone Cafe at the Chase Pavilion is a convenient spot to grab food.
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GET INTO THE GROOVE

Check out BRIC’s summer lineup of concerts at the Lena Horne Bandshell, with free and ticketed shows across multiple genres. Lines form early for popular acts.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Browse the Brooklyn Museum


The grande dame of Brooklyn museums opened in 1897 – but don’t be fooled by her age. This 56,000-sq-ft, beaux arts fixture is a progressive fine-arts pioneer. Aside from the classics – spanning Egyptian sarcophagi to 19th-century interiors – there’s an exceptional contemporary collection and exciting rotating exhibits.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Check to see what temporary shows are on display. Past exhibits have included NYC-centric hits like a deep dive into Studio 54 and a look at Spike Lee’s cinematic inspirations.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for tickets and info.



View America’s History in Paint

If you’re short on time, spin around the 5th floor, dedicated to American art from 4000 BCE to the late 20th century. Rotate clockwise through the galleries to see the nation transform before your eyes. Crafts made by ancient indigenous communities give way to a full-length portrait of George Washington by Gilbert Stuart. Albert Bierstadt’s idyllically wild A Storm in the Rocky Mountains transforms into the sharp-edged factory buildings of Charles Sheeler’s Incantation. Each piece is worth solo contemplation, but when considered together, the collection is particularly moving.

Experience Dynamic Diversity

Mainstream museums can feel like shrines to dead white dudes – something this museum is careful to avoid. Work by women gets pride of place on the 4th floor’s 8300-sq-ft Elizabeth Sackler Center for Feminist Art, including Judy Chicago’s 1979 masterpiece, The Dinner Party. Walk around the massive triangular dinner table installation to see 39 genitally driven place settings for femme icons like Hatshepsut, the first female pharaoh, Virginia Woolf and more. The museum’s African collection (3rd floor) is equally impressive, chronicling roughly a millennia of artistry through 4500 works.


Visit for First Saturdays

On the first Saturday of each month, live music, DJs and artsy activities transform the 1st floor into a house party, with installments themed around celebrations like Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, Black History Month and Pride. Register online and prepare to queue up to get in.
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Stroll Through the Brooklyn Botanic Garden

Due west of the museum is one of three entrances to the borough’s beloved botanic garden, featuring 52 acres and 365 days of blooms. Tickets cost $18 – well worth it if you’ve got the hots for horticulture. Crowds pack in for cherry blossom season (April and May) when buds on trees around the Japanese Garden and Cherry Esplanade begin bursting. Check the website to see what’s in season (bbg.org/bloom).


QUICK BREAK

For food, stick to the small 1st-floor cafe. Norm, the on-site restaurant, is overpriced. Stop by the gift shop for a range of artsy items: museum swag, Egyptian necklaces, Kenyan textiles etc.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Dance & Dine Down DeKalb Ave


DeKalb is the main artery running through Fort Greene – a neighborhood sandwiched between Downtown Brooklyn and Clinton Hill. Spend a summer Sunday skipping along the thoroughfare to sample the cultural smorgasbord: start at a massive outdoor dance party, then dine at one of the yummiest restaurants around.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

If you want a seat at DeKalb’s best restaurants, make a reservation a week in advance. Stop by Dick & Jane’s for a pre-dinner drink while waiting for a table.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for info on Fort Greene Park events.



Groove is in the Heart

Fort Greene’s beating heart is its eponymous park – a 30-acre stretch of hilly meadows designed by Olmsted and Vaux. In summer, it’s the neighborhood’s de facto living room. Hang with locals on Sunday afternoons when the Soul Summit Music Festival hosts a free jamboree with DJs, food stands and fashion vendors. The shindig started in 2002, when Fort Greene was the center of Brooklyn’s Black renaissance. Though recent gentrification has changed the neighborhood’s demographic melange, Soul Summit remains a family-friendly gathering honoring Black (and queer) expression.

Delicious DeKalb

Dining on DeKalb is like traveling the world. Starting at the park’s southeast corner, you can eat Japanese at Karasu, hidden behind an interior door at the back of Walter’s restaurant. Heading north, there are four blocks of fantastic options: Miss Ada serves the best Mediterranean meze around, eating in Colonia Verde’s backyard greenhouse feels like dining in Mexico City, and getting a coveted seat at Sailor is like eating in a European seaside village. (Once it opens, put your name on Sailor’s waitlist for barroom seats.)



TOP EXPERIENCE

Do the Right Thing in Bed-Stuy


Manhattan has Harlem and Brooklyn has Bed-Stuy (short for Bedford-Stuyvesant) – a center for Black New York since the 1920s. The neighborhood is a pop-culture pressure cooker, home to hip-hop legends, cinema stars and inventive restaurants surrounded by a staggering amount of Victorian architecture. Celebrate the scene.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

The easiest way to reach Bed-Stuy is by subway. From Manhattan, take the A/C train to Nostrand Ave. In Brooklyn, take the G to Bedford-Nostrand Ave.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for Rolling Stone’s list of Biggie Smalls’ best songs.



Pop Culture Pilgrimage

Choosing Bed-Stuy’s favorite star is like choosing a favorite child. Lena Horne, Jay-Z and Jackie Robinson all spent time here – and that’s just the shortlist. But if we had to choose, two cultural kings are visibly venerated above the rest. Rap legend Biggie Smalls is immortalized at St James Pl and Fulton St – named ‘Christopher ‘Notorious BIG’ Wallace Way’ – and on murals throughout the ’hood. (The King of NY mural on Quincy St and Bedford Ave is most magnificent.) There’s also director Spike Lee, who shot his racially heated 1989 film Do the Right Thing on one Bed Stuy block, now named ‘Do the Right Thing Way.’

Black-Owned Businesses

Bed-Stuy’s Black population has dwindled in recent years due to rising rents and redevelopment, but the community still prospers in plenty of places. Start at Richard Beavers Gallery, a contemporary arthouse highlighting Black creators. Stop by Sincerely Tommy for womenswear or espresso; nearby peace & RIOT sells funky decor and knickknacks. For affordable food, feast on A&A Bake Doubles and Roti’s Trinidadian snacks; for a night of West African fine dining, make a reservation at Dept of Culture.



EXPERIENCES

Feast Your Eyes on Quirky RelicsCabinet of curios



Walk through an antique subway turnstile into City Reliquary Offline map Google map – a tiny museum dedicated to Big Apple ephemera. The three-room collection contains an oddball mix of memorabilia: Lady Liberty figurines, Second Ave Deli signage, a decaying wedding cake from a neighborhood bakery and a shrine honoring Brooklyn Dodgers star Jackie Robinson. Seeing the jam-packed space takes 20 minutes tops – a bit steep for the $10 ticket, but worth it if you like marching to the offbeat. Check the website’s event calendar to catch occasional readings, burlesque shows and junk craft classes in the art-filled backyard. The City Reliquary also hosts the (gender-neutral) Miss Subways Pageant in Coney Island – a rowdy, modern spin on the historic contest.

Sip Craft Beer at Brooklyn BreweriesBar crawl

When it comes to craft chemistry, Brooklyn is NYC’s go-to scientist. Over a dozen breweries cater to all tastes, whether you prefer floral IPAs or tart goses. Spend a night hopping between Williamsburg and Bushwick to see which hops you like best.

Brooklyn Brewery Offline map Google map, housed in a former matzo factory, is a sensible starting point. Open since 1996, it’s the granddad of Brooklyn’s contemporary beer boom. Soak up suds in the taproom or book an informative 45-minute tour. Weeknight ‘Small Batch’ tours include tastings of experimental beers; Sunday’s shorter tours don’t include tastings but come gratis. Reserve your spot online.

Next up is Talea Offline map Google map, New York’s first women-owned brewery. Head to the original Williamsburg location to try fruit-forward beers in the pastel-tiled interior.


18th Ward Brewing Offline map Google map gets pretty packed whenever there’s a concert at nearby Brooklyn Steel, but it’s worth wading through the crowds to sample easy-drinking ales.

End with bold flavors from Grimm Artisanal Ales Offline map Google map. It’s nearly impossible to decide between the experimental IPAs, barrel-aged sours and chocolatey lagers. Order a flight and sample them all.


HEADY HISTORY

Brooklyn is no stranger to beer. As German immigrants flooded New York in the 19th century, breweries sprang up around the borough, turning Kings County into Lager Elysium. By the turn of the 20th century, Brooklyn was home to nearly 50 breweries, and a 12-block stretch linking Williamsburg and Bushwick earned the nickname ‘Brewer’s Row’ thanks to its near-dozen suds-focused establishments. But as the decades marched onward, business dried up. By 1976, all of Brooklyn’s beer makers were gone. It took over a decade to turn the tap back on, and now Brooklyn is once again the leader of NYC’s pint-sized revolution.



Lick Your Lips at SmorgasburgFood market

Every Saturday from April to October, foodies file into Marsha P Johnson State Park Offline map Google map to sample handheld treats at this open-air culinary bazaar. Expect an array of goodies sold by local vendors. Jerk-chicken dumplings, deep-fried pasta bricks, fruit skewers, vegan barbecue, yakitori, doughnuts: the medley is as colorful as Brooklyn itself. Make the most of the experience by commandeering a picnic table and ordering via the Chow Now app, which lets you skip the line. Finally, once you’re satiated, digest the scene: this is New York’s first park named after an LGBTIQ+ icon, with jaw-dropping views of Midtown Manhattan. Arrive early to avoid crowds and wear plenty of sunblock. Don’t expect to find any shade here.

Flip Through the Pages of WilliamsburgBook stores

In the early 2000s, independent bookstores seemed to be goners – the soon-to-be casualties of big-box competitors. But today, these indie establishments aren’t just surviving but thriving, particularly in Williamsburg, where stocked shelves run the gamut from beloved bestsellers to zany zines. Prepare to lose yourself in the pages of these spectacular stores for at least an hour.

Start by leafing through piles of new and used books at Spoonbill & Sugartown Offline map Google map, which carries tons of art tomes and recently released titles. Magazine lovers pore over pages from rare publications, and there’s a small children’s lit section tucked in a back corner.

The title for most eccentric word wonderland goes to Quimby’s Offline map Google map, a renegade offshoot of the indie Chicago outlet. Run by Steven Svymbersky and his friendly cat since 2016, you could spend hours leafing through boxes stuffed with locally made zines covering everything from Barbie’s queer subtext to Aleister Crowley’s unforgettable quotes.

Next door to Quimby’s is Desert Island Offline map Google map, which packs its plywood shelves with comics of all kinds. Well-known, under-the-radar, fetish-forward, esoteric – you name it, they’ve got it.


Traipse Around Bushwick’s MuralsStreet art

There’s no need for expensive museum tickets here – Bushwick wears its art on its sleeve. As the center of the city’s prolific street art scene, you’ll find entire blocks covered in eye-popping murals.

Street art has come a long way since the 1970s and ’80s, when guerrilla graffiti writers were considered city vandals for tagging subway cars, building walls and anywhere else they could reach with a nib. Today, NYC artists who started street-side are celebrated household names (Keith Haring, Jean-Michel Basquiat), and businesses capitalize on the fad by paying painters to dress up their storefronts.

Much of Bushwick’s wall-scrawled blocks are thanks to the Bushwick Collective Offline map Google map, an outdoor gallery curated by neighborhood native Joe Ficalora, who invites the world’s most talented block bombers to paint new works yearly. To admire the collection, walk along Jefferson and Troutman Sts between Cypress and Knickerbocker Aves. More art – including graffiti and paste-ups – can be found near the Morgan Ave L train, most notably on Seigel and Grattan Sts.

Shop Local at Trendy MarketsCraft vendors

Artisanal, small batch and one-of-a-kind: these trademarks of Brooklyn commerce transformed the borough into a globally recognized brand. For an authentic look at local makers responsible for this far-reaching cachet, visit pop-up markets that support up-and-coming visionaries.

Every weekend, over 40 local vendors assemble at Artists & Fleas Offline map Google map, Williamsburg’s flagship location for what’s now a national marketplace. Wander the airy industrial space to find handcrafted jewelry, used vinyl, art prints and a museum-worthy selection of vintage clothes. If you can’t get enough, Chelsea Market houses a separate location with different sellers, open daily.

At Parkmart Offline map Google map, a monthly pop-up at 40 Melrose St, the goods for sale symbolize Bushwick: often less polished but definitely edgier than what you’ll find in neighboring Williamsburg. Emerging brands, artists and publishers set up shop for the day; DJs set the mood. Check the market’s Instagram for upcoming events (@parkmartnyc).

Choose Your Favorite Taco TruckAlfresco food tour

Street eats are a must-have NYC sidewalk accessory, and taco trucks set the standard in Williamsburg. These corn-tortilla treats aren’t gringo knock-offs: NYC’s fourth-largest immigrant group hails from Mexico, and their south-of-the-border style infuses every bite. Sample the selection and choose your favorite.


First stop is Don Panchito Offline map Google map on Bedford Ave. Order the al pastor (roasted pork and pineapple) to scarf down on your walk to Birria-Landia Offline map Google map. This second food truck quickly became a sensation after opening its original Jackson Heights location in 2019. As the name suggests, the must-have here is the Tijuana-style birria taco (stuffed with beef). Be sure to dip it in your cup of consomé, a birria broth, for the ultimate punch of flavor.

Continue to vegetarian-friendly Tacos El Comal Offline map Google map, located a mile away near McCarren Park’s northeast boundary. Rey de Reyes Offline map Google map is right around the corner, selling delicious empanadas in addition to tacos. Whatever you get, take your grub into the park and chow down – then name Williamsburg’s taco champion.

Scan the Crowds at McCarren ParkPARK

Offline map Google map

Once summer hits the city, this park connecting Williamsburg and Greenpoint gets packed. Catch an acoustic jam session, crash a romantic picnic or splash in the public pool (go early to avoid lines and crowds). You’re also likely to spot barbecuing families, bikini-clad sunbathers and plenty of athletes jogging around the track. It’s a people-watching paradise, and you’re welcome to join in.

When it’s time to refuel, stop by McCarren Parkhouse Offline map Google map for sandwiches at Club Club, adult beverages at the Park Bar and coffee at local start-up Blank Street – plus bathrooms, for whenever nature calls. On Saturdays, a farmers market at N 12th St and Union Ave sells farm-fresh foods from the tri-state area, like fruits, veggies, meats and dairy products.


FANTASTIC FESTIVALS & DISPLAYS

Bushwick Collective Block Party

World-renowned street artists paint murals for several days leading up to this June celebration with food and live music.

Afropunk Festival

Every August, this multi-genre music festival celebrates Black culture and music with live performances, funky fashion and craft markets.

Dyker Heights Christmas Lights

Between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Eve, no neighborhood shines brighter than Dyker Heights. Walk around extravagantly lit lawns, hot cocoa in hand.

Halloween in Brooklyn Heights & Cobble Hill

Skeletons and jack-o’-lanterns seem to grace every doorway in South Brooklyn throughout October. Stoops on Garden Pl and Hicks St get seriously spooky.




Update Your Closet with Vintage DiscoveriesThrift shopping

Brooklyn’s L train occasionally looks like an impromptu fashion show. Many artists call Williamsburg or Bushwick home, and the sartorial choices you see on the subway reflect their stylish flair. If you’re feeling underdressed, the solution is simple: buy their (lightly used) clothes.

Dig up dashing denim at Awoke Vintage Offline map Google map in Williamsburg, part of a hip mini-mall on N 5th St and Bedford Ave. Walk to the mall’s back corner to find Rugged Road & Co Offline map Google map– a vintage store sporting masculine Americana threads. From here, head to Antoinette Offline map Google map, a svelte shop with an expertly curated collection of women’s wear. Things get more upscale at Chickee’s Vintage Offline map Google map – where ladies search for high-end labels like Armani, Gucci and Ralph Lauren. While at it, check out Chickee’s, equally chic men’s shop around the corner.

In Bushwick, stop at Beacon’s Closet Offline map Google map (a city chain), where clothes get sorted by color. Still thinking about something you saw on the L? Step into L Train Vintage Offline map Google map, another thrift chain favorite, which likely has what you’re looking for.

Catch an Experimental PerformancePerforming arts

Bushwick isn’t Broadway – and that’s a good thing. Performances here often pack a delirious, rag-tag punch.

If you worship the Drag Race coven, queer bar-and-performance venue 3 Dollar Bill is a top-rate place to see RuPaul’s dolls live. Contestant winner Alaska Thunderfuck 5000 presents shows several times a year, and her touring comrades regularly drop in to deliver ballsy entertainment. Take advantage of local talent, too: Brooklyn drag queens think outside the box. Check the website for upcoming events (3dollarbillbk.com).


Off-Off-Broadway theater company Bushwick Starr Offline map Google map is also worth consideration. Big-name creatives like Jeremy O’Harris (Netflix’s Emily in Paris) have presented new works here – but don’t mistake this neighborhood black box for Great White Way glitz. This is a refuge for avant-garde funk.

Bushwick goes belle epoque for Théâtre XIV’s Offline map Google map bawdy performances, each infused with burlesque, ballet, circus and cabaret. Shows, offered year-round, take material from well-worn tales and spin them into something more sultry. December’s Nutcracker Rouge is a dirty antidote to Lincoln Center’s pretty sugar plums.


UNDER (WATER) PRESSURE

Water towers: look up and you can’t miss these essential facets of city faucets. Buildings six stories and up are required by law to have a rooftop tank since water pressure isn’t strong enough to serve upper floors. The trick here? Gravity. There are approximately 17,000 around town, with most holding 5000–10,000 gallons of water. Building them is hard work, but someone’s gotta do it – chiefly three family-run, multigenerational companies. Until 2009, Rosenwatch (one of the companies) called Williamsburg home. The old site is now the Hoxton Hotel, located next door to the Water Tower – a top-floor bar resembling this omnipresent skyline icon.



Feel the Beat in East Brooklynnightlife

If you want to twirl to techno or house music, base yourself around East Williamsburg and Bushwick. There are plenty of intimate spots where BPMs (beats per minute) ensure dancers stay sweaty (try Bossa Nova Civic Club Offline map Google map or Mood Ring Offline map Google map), though Brooklyn stands out among NYC’s nightlife venues thanks to something rarely found in Manhattan – space.

Dust off your dance shoes before seeing shows at Avant Gardner Offline map Google map, an 80,000-sq-ft EDM palace. DJs and singers grace three indoor stages year-round, but seasonal concert hall Brooklyn Mirage is the complex’s crowning achievement. This open-air hub features massive projection screens and catwalks with Manhattan skyline views.

For performances that skew indie over mainstream, head to Elsewhere Offline map Google map. Rap, rock and rave music are just a few styles you’ll hear inside this furniture factory-turned-concert venue. Float around the three-floor maze of concert halls, each room featuring different DJs, or head to the rooftop to catch small acts in summer. Purchase tickets online in advance.

Dance All Night at House of YesClub

Offline map Google map

Burlesque performers, drag artists and circus acts set the stage at House of Yes – a hedonistic warehouse club with Burning Man flair. Join the eclectic crowd of outrageously costumed attendees by wearing something adventurous and step-touching to everything from disco to house. Leave the jeans and tees at home (unless they’re dipped in glitter). Most Friday and Saturday parties are themed, and half the fun is creating a look.

This is an all-inclusive, consent-forward space – say ‘yes’ to the house rules, and you’re bound to have a blast. Insider slice: stick around until 3:45am, and you might spot the infamous Last Call Pizza grooving about in a pizza suit.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Reservations Required

Lilia $$$

Offline map Google map

This pasta restaurant in a former auto shop cranks out some of the best noodles in town. Getting a reservation is notoriously tough, understandably – it’s carbohydrate heaven. 4-10pm

Laser Wolf $$$

Offline map Google map

It’s all a feast: meze appetizers, Israeli-style skewers cooked over open fire, plus the views of Manhattan – an eye-full from the Hoxton Hotel. 5-11pm Sun-Wed, to 1am Thu-Sat

Le Crocodile $$$

Offline map Google map

Williamsburg’s 20-year transformation from working-class nabe to Brooklyn’s SoHo is most evident at this French brasserie inside the industrial-accented Wythe Hotel. 7am-10pm Sun-Wed, to 11pm Thu-Sat

Diner $$$

Offline map Google map

It was one-of-a-kind in 1999, serving locally sourced eats from an antique dining car. Brooklyn has birthed countless copycats since, but Diner remains tops. 5-10:30pm daily, 10:30am-3pm Fri-Sun

Pizza Perfection

Ops $$

Offline map Google map

Order a glass of natural wine then scarf down sourdough Neapolitan pies straight from the wood-burning oven. 5-10pm Sun-Tue & Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Roberta’s $$

Offline map Google map

Bushwick’s rise to culinary fame started with this pizza shop-turned-chain, dishing inventive wood-fired pies inside its renovated warehouse since 2008. Noon-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri, 11am-11pm Sat, 11am-10pm Sun

Neighborhood Staples

Emily’s Pork Store $

Offline map Google map

Williamsburg has transformed since the 1970s – aside from this Italian butcher shop selling super-stacked sandwiches. Stop by en route to McCarren Park. 9am-6:30pm Mon-Sat

Tina’s Place $

Offline map Google map

Before Bushwick had hipsters, it had Tina’s – a classic NYC diner, serving coffee from cardboard Anthora cups alongside greasy breakfast staples for over 50 years. 6am-3:30pm

Tasty Tacos

Tortilleria Los Hermanos $

Offline map Google map

BYOB to a Bushwick area once dubbed ‘Tortilla Triangle’ for its tortilla factories. Neighborhood demographics have changed, but this factory-cum-cantina remains. 11am-10:30pm Mon-Thu, to 11:30pm Fri-Sun


Taqueria Al Pastor $

Offline map Google map

The namesake taco at this no-frills counter – a corn tortilla topped with sliced pork and cubed pineapple – does a satisfying Mexico City impersonation. 11am-midnight Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun

International Eats

Llama Inn $$$

Offline map Google map

Order Peruvian plates (ceviches, steaks) in this space, which lives somewhere between ‘neighborhood bar’ and ‘date spot.’ 5:30-11pm Mon-Thu, from 5pm Fri-Sun, 11am-2:30pm Sat & Sun

Bunna Cafe $$

Offline map Google map

Forget utensils at this veggie Ethiopian restaurant. Dollops of veggies should be scooped with tangy injera (a fermented pancake). Noon-10pm Sun & Mon, Wed & Thu, to midnight Sat

Nowon $$

Offline map Google map

This East Village offshoot seems quintessentially American: burgers, fried chicken. But each bite is Korean: spicy, fermented. 5-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat, 11am-3:30pm Sat & Sun

Kokomo $$

Offline map Google map

Get away from it all and get into Caribbean-inspired cuisine. Sunday ‘drunch’ and discounted ‘Koko Hour’ are practically parties. Hours vary

Chinese Fusion

Win Son Bakery $

Offline map Google map

Taiwanese takes on pastries and breakfast sandwiches attract morning lines. Return for burgers and fried chicken around dinner. 9am-9pm Sun-Wed, to 10pm Thu-Sat

Bonnie’s $$

Offline map Google map

It’s a Cantonese-American marriage, merging things like cacio e pepe with fermented beancurd. It’s also a raucous wedding party, drunk on the eight-person Long Island iced tea pot. 5-10pm

Púsù $$

Offline map Google map

Think shiitake mushroom as shredded eel: Chinese plates get plant-based twists at this new-age restaurant with a minimalist, space-age design. Noon-3:30pm & 5-10:30pm Mon-Thu, noon-10:30pm Fri & Sat

Vegan Favorites

Modern Love $$

Offline map Google map

Williamsburg’s vegan stalwart isn’t where you come for healthy greens (though they’ve got those) – it’s all about plates piled with comfort food. 4:30-9pm Mon-Thu, 11am-10pm Sat, 11am-9pm Sun

Terms of Endearment $

Offline map Google map

Some superlatives to describe the pastries at this plant-based Parisian cafe: creative, decadent and pretty as a picture. 8:30am-3:30pm Mon-Fri, to 4pm Sat & Sun
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Drinking

Wine & Cocktails

Four Horsemen

Offline map Google map

LCD Soundsystem frontman James Murphy owns this Michelin-starred natural wine bar with an exceptional food menu. Order half glasses to sample several wines. 5:30-11pm daily, 11am-4pm Fri & Sat


Maison Premiere

Offline map Google map

Visiting the green fairy at this oyster-and-cocktail bar is like traveling to 19th-century New Orleans. Absinthe flows from a marble fountain. 2pm-1am Mon-Fri, from noon Sat & Sun

Westlight

Offline map Google map

Cocktails served on the William Vale hotel’s 22nd floor will set you back $18 to $25 – fair prices for outdoor terrace views. Vistas inside dazzle thanks to floor-to-ceiling windows. Hours vary

Cherry on Top

Offline map Google map

Reasons to love Bushwick’s natural wine bar: the red-lit interior, affordable pours and weekly performances. Cherry on top? The roof deck. 5pm-midnight Mon-Fri, from 2pm Sat & Sun

Out-of-the-Box Breweries

Kato Sake Works

Offline map Google map

Bushwick’s go-to for flights of fermented rice beverages. There are only two sake brewers in Brooklyn and 25 in America. 4-10pm Tue-Fri, from noon Sat & Sun

BKE Kombucha

Offline map Google map

The healthcare workers behind this Brooklyn kombucha brand ensure drinkers understand the benefits of fermented tea. Menus contain info on how live cultures impact your gut. Hours vary

Bars with Distinct Character

Mood Ring



Tattooed 20-somethings with a zeal for the zodiac get sweaty on the dance floor at this ultra-inclusive astrology-themed cocktail club. 6pm-2am Sun-Wed, to 3am Thu, to 4am Fri & Sat

Pokito

Offline map Google map

Ultra-cute Pokito packs serious quirk into a snug spot with art-adorned walls, neon bar lighting and a tropical Asian-Latin menu. 5pm-midnight Mon, 5pm-2am Tue-Fri, from 2pm Sat, to midnight Sun

Radegast Hall & Biergarten

Offline map Google map

This beer hall quenches the thirst with communal picnic tables and boot-sized steins. Noon-1am Mon-Thu, to 4am Fri, 11am-4am Sat, to 1am Sun

LGBTIQ+ Bars

 3 Dollar Bill

Offline map Google map

Brooklyn’s biggest ‘queer bar’ packs its 10,000-sq-ft space with colorful performances and crowds. Join them on multiple dance floors, including one outside. Hours vary

Mary’s

Offline map Google map

Take a classic Irish pub (casual, convivial), dress it up with a few Pride flags and you’ve got Mary’s – an East Williamsburg bar that skews sapphic. 5pm-closing

Exley

Offline map Google map

It’s the Cheers of Williamsburg gay bars: everyone seems to know each other. And these Good Judys have taste – cocktails here are top-notch. 4pm-3am Mon-Thu, to 4am Fri-Sun

Metropolitan

Offline map Google map

This relaxed bar started slinging cheap drinks to LGBTIQ+ crowds in 2002 – before Williamsburg became one of NYC’s most popular gayborhoods. Check out summer’s outdoor Sunday barbecues. 3pm-4am


Cool Cafes

SEY Coffee

Offline map Google map

If good coffee is like fine wine, baristas at this Nordic-style roaster are some of the city’s top sommeliers. Expect mad-scientist attention to detail. 7am-5pm, from 8am Sat & Sun

Devoción

Offline map Google map

Sip Colombian coffee on a tufted leather sofa in this fantastic local chain’s industrial Williamsburg location. There’s plenty of seating, yet this stylish space always seems packed. 8am-7pm

Nook

Offline map Google map

Curl up in a cozy armchair at this coffee-and-craft beer parlor. Laptops commandeer the communal table throughout the day. Hours vary
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Shopping

Modern & Vintage Decor

BEAM

Offline map Google map

This striking home goods collection is artsy, fresh and fun. Browse the flamboyant assortment of wares (trendy vases, glassware, furniture, art) – all ideal for a creative’s loft in Williamsburg.

Leif

Offline map Google map

Survey bohemian throw pillows, textiles, framed prints, note cards and more lifestyle trinkets than you can throw a candlestick at (of which you’ll find plenty).

Stella Dallas

Offline map Google map

Step into this vintage boutique for femme-forward clothes ranging from cottage-core to contemporary, along with textiles – a stylish symphony of rugs, runners and throws.

Harlequin Vintage

Offline map Google map

Chances are you’re not carrying the fabulous mid-century mod chair you find here on the plane, but there’s still plenty of tchotchkes and clothes to peruse, many with ’60s swagger.

Specialty Stores

DS & Durga

Offline map Google map

Go on a globetrotting olfactory tour through this Brooklyn-born fragrance shop. Explore

the American West with Cowboy Grass’s sage scent. Jump into a Mexican cenote with Jazmin Yucatan.

Heatonist

Offline map Google map

Williamsburg’s artisanal hot sauce store won’t make you guess if the ‘extreme warning’ on labels like Psycho Hot Sauce are serious. Just sample them at the tasting bar.

photodom.

Offline map Google map

This analog camera outlet celebrates a time before iPhones turned everyone into photographers. Come for point-and-shoots, polaroids, disposable cameras, a great line of shop swag and occasional classes.

Nose Best

Offline map Google map

Cheeky names for these soy wax candles (‘Send Nudes,’ ‘Mountain Daddy’) are only half the fun. Each scent also comes with a Spotify playlist to help set the mood.



WORTH A TRIP

Spend a Day at Coney Island


Tattooed mermaids, vintage roller coasters and greasy-food stands await at this gritty-glamorous escape along the Brooklyn waterfront. A one-hour trip from Midtown, Coney Island became a democratized day-tripper destination in turn-of-the-20th-century New York, promising sugar-sand beaches and cotton-candy clouds. Admire its charms with child-like wonder.

Offline map Google map




PLANNING TIP

To reach Coney Island, take the D/F or N/Q to Coney Island-Stillwell Ave – the last stop on the train. Budget at least half a day to enjoy.
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Scan this QR code for more info, including a map.



Join the Parade

Coney Island’s official season runs from Memorial Day to Labor Day. Expect crowds – particularly on weekends at the height of summer.

The most popular time to visit is for June’s Mermaid Parade (pictured) – a summer solstice celebration where sea sirens trade their fins for feet. The march floods Surf Ave with homemade floats and nautical fashions. Come with an open mind and perhaps a wacky costume. Fourth of July is another crowd favorite, with its hot-dog-eating contest, fireworks and a baseball game featuring the Brooklyn Cyclones.

Can’t make the parade? Strut down Riegelmann Boardwalk – a 2.5-mile waterfront promenade dating back to 1923 – to pass the area’s top sights and spot a sea of colorful characters, including the Steeplechase Funny Face. This smirking cartoon started as a logo for the now-demolished Steeplechase Park; it’s now a Coney Island mascot, symbolizing the merry and maniacal sides of Brooklyn’s historic ‘riviera.’

Get Topsy Turvy

Fancy getting flung into the air at 90mph? The Sling Shot awaits at Luna Park. Perhaps the 56mph race around the 2233ft-long Thunderbolt is more your speed. Or you can go old-school – New Yorkers started shrieking down the wooden Cyclone’s 85ft plunge in 1927, and the drop still thrills riders a century later.

At Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park, you can hop on the Wonder Wheel (white cars are stationary; red and blue cars swing). Around since 1920, Coney Island’s oldest-operating ride is also the most romantic: sweeping views from 150ft above ground are bound to make your heart pitter-pat.
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Taste Local Tradition

In 1916, Polish immigrant Nathan Handwerker started selling weiners for a nickel on the corner of Surf and Stillwell. Nowadays, Nathan’s Famous is an international chain with a flagship eatery at Handwerker’s original haunt. The beefy frank – snuggled in a toasted bun and smothered with ketchup and mustard – is a Coney cuisine classic.


COLD PLUNGE

For a fresh start to the new year, wash away last year’s worries with the Coney Island Polar Bear Club, which leads daring swimmers into the icy Atlantic on January 1.
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Family Travel

New York City is the ultimate kid’s playground, with plenty of affordable options. Roll through Central Park’s green fields, see a family-friendly Broadway show or go on safari at a world-class zoo. No one’s getting bored.



Seeing a Show

Theater in NYC isn’t only for adults. The New Victory (located on 42nd St) offers exceptional shows for young audiences at reasonable prices. Try Midtown’s New World Stages and Union Square’s DR2 for more fantastic Off-Broadway children’s theater. Dead set on Broadway? Score discounted tickets to Aladdin or Lion King on the TodayTix app.




PUBLIC PLAYGROUNDS

Let off some steam at one of NYC’s nearly 1000 playgrounds. Governors Island, Prospect Park and Central Park are home to some favorites.

Scan this QR code for a map of Central Park’s play spaces.
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Getting Around

Children under 44in ride the subway for free with a fare-paying adult. If you need a stroller, use something light. Elevators and escalators are limited; you’ll often have to carry it up or down the stairs. Buses are a convenient stroller alternative. Taxis aren’t required to have car seats, but you can search for Ubers and Lyfts that have them.

Food Frenzy

Picky eater? If pizza doesn’t cut it, try a food market – there’s something for everyone.


Breastfeeding

If you’re looking for a safe place to breastfeed or pump, try the Mamava app, which shares parent-reviewed spaces.



Fun for Free

Children 11 and under get into the Brooklyn Botanic Garden for free daily. The Bronx Zoo is free on Wednesdays. Brooklyn Children’s Museum and Museum of the Moving Image’s Jim Henson exhibit are free on Thursdays.






Accommodation

Every New York neighborhood is a city unto itself. Choose a home base packed with the elements you admire most.


Where to stay if you love…

Soaring skyscrapers & historic sites

Lower Manhattan From One World Trade Center’s gleaming tip to Lady Liberty’s shining torch, staying downtown will immerse you in NYC’s legacy.


HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN

Hostel dorm bed from $100

Brooklyn boutique hotel from $300

Manhattan luxury hotel from $170




OUR PICK

We love to stay in...

East Village & Lower East Side

These connected neighborhoods deliver a bit of everything: old-school eateries, packed nightclubs, neat boutiques, captivating museums and the cultural hodgepodge that makes New York unique. You can stroll to SoHo and the Village, plus Williamsburg is an easy train ride away. Expect seedy vestiges from its punk past – all part of the charm.



Architecture, art & waterfront views

West Village, Chelsea & Meatpacking District Charming streets lined with brick town houses lead to a serious gallery scene and Hudson River Park, an imaginative example of urban renewal.

Bright lights & Broadway

Midtown Skyscraper canyons, splashy musicals and the non-stop bustle of Times Square: this is the NYC you imagined, lit up in neon 24/7.

World-class museums & mansions

Upper East Side Palace-sized apartments attract modern day Astors, while Fifth Ave’s astounding collection of museums are magnets for all. A little sleepy but always elegant.

Trendy bars, boutiques & street art

Brooklyn Hang with Brooklyn’s creative crowd across the East River so you can walk home after bopping around nightclubs and bars.






Food, Drink & Nightlife

Allergies & Intolerances

People with sensitivities to certain foods won’t go hungry in NYC. A bounty of eateries cater to specific diets, be it gluten-free bakeries or upscale vegan restaurants. Many other spots offer at least one thoughtful alternative for dietary restrictions. Kitchens can usually make last-minute accommodations, but it’s always best to call ahead, explain what you need and see what’s possible.


NYC STAPLES, DECODED

BEC

Bacon, egg and cheese sandwich, typically served on a roll

Egg cream

Milk, carbonated water and flavored syrup (often chocolate)

Cronut

A doughnut-croissant, invented by Dominique Ansel

Bialy

The bagel’s Polish cousin, a round bread with an indented top, filled with cooked onions or poppy seeds




EAT ON THE STREET

The assemblage of food trucks you’ll find here represents a bite-sized version of the city’s democratic ideals: made for the masses and enjoyed by all, regardless of demographic. Standard options: pretzels, candied nuts and ‘dirty-water’ hot dogs (boiled, not grilled), plus enough international eats to make your head spin, particularly in Jackson Heights, Queens.



Restaurant Reservations

Many popular establishments require reservations, sometimes weeks in advance. Even for less trendy spots, it’s helpful to pre-book a table and ensure you get a seat – particularly on busy weekend evenings in popular neighborhoods. There are also plenty of first-come, first-served possibilities – put your name on the list and wait.

How to… Pay the Bill

You might have to ask for the ‘bill’ or ‘check,’ though staff usually bring a hard copy or credit card machine to the table.

Getting the check Most but not all restaurants take credit cards, and waitstaff are generally happy to split the bill between two – just don’t make them divide it among more. Asking for separate checks is usually frowned upon.

Tipping Staff expect a tip between 18% and 25% – unless service is terrible. At bars, tip $1 per beer and at least $2 for craft cocktails. Most restaurant bills won’t include the tip unless it’s a party of six or more.


PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to the average cost of a main course.

$ less than $15

$$ $15–$25

$$$ more than $25




OPENING HOURS

Cafes 7am–7pm

Restaurants 11am–10pm, with later hours on weekends

Bars 5pm–midnight or 4am – the latest hour bartenders can legally serve alcohol
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Going Out

Where to go Head to the West Village, East Village and Lower East Side for the best cocktail joints, dive bars and small clubs. There’s Williamsburg, Bushwick and industrial Queens for breweries and warehouse parties.

Happy hour Some bars offer an alternative ‘happy hour’ menu between about 5pm and 7pm, with drinks and snacks at reduced prices.

Club scene Dance clubs and music venues often require a cover at the door or pre-purchased tickets. You can buy most tickets through the Dice or Resident Advisor apps – both are fantastic resources for finding parties. Events with well-known DJs regularly sell out; if you can’t snag a ticket, try queuing early at the door to get in.

When to go dancing On weekends, 10pm is too early and 2am is too late. Try to hit the sweet spot somewhere between; 11pm means shorter lines and 1am means rowdier crowds.


HOW MUCH FOR A

Bagel
$1.75

Plain pizza slice
$3–5

Cup of coffee
$2–5

Bodega BEC
$4.50–6

Cronut
$7.50

Pint of beer
$6–12

Glass of wine
$12–20

Craft cocktail
$15–22








LGBTIQ+ Travellers

Pride: NYC doesn’t just have it – it started it. Pay your respects at the legendary Stonewall site, then paint the town pink.


Gayborhoods

West Village Where the mythic first brick was thrown at Stonewall, giving birth to the modern LGBTIQ+ rights movement. Though it’s no longer the community’s epicenter, it’s definitely the soul.

Chelsea The neighborhood’s original ‘Chelsea Boys’ are daddies now, but they still party like it’s 1999 – especially at the Eagle NYC.

Hell’s Kitchen Twenty-somethings and theater kids twirl in tiny bars along Ninth and Tenth Aves.

East Village Manhattan’s scruffiest outpost for laid-back LGBTIQ+ folks has an artsy edge.

Park Slope Brooklyn’s sapphic set splits their time between friendly pub Ginger’s and the Park Slope Food Co-op. Scan the Lesbian Herstory Archives.

Williamsburg The scene in Williamsburg has got it all: lesbian bar Mary’s, gay cocktail joint Exley and 3 Dollar Bill – NYC’s biggest queer bar.


OUR PICKS

By Day of the Week

MONDAY Cubbyhole Cozy femme favorite.

TUESDAY Julius’ Happy hour in a historic setting.

WEDNESDAY Eagle NYC It’s Jockstrap night – come prepared.

THURSDAY Club Cumming Sing along with the pretty pianist.

FRIDAY Henrietta Hudson Shoot pool with the gals.

SATURDAY 3 Dollar Bill Dance till you death drop.

SUNDAY Battle Hymn Ladyfag’s monthly rave.




OUTDOORS

Throughout summer, LGBTIQ+ folks flock to Peoples’ Beach at Jacob Riis Park in Queens or clothing-free Gunnison Beach in Sandy Hook. Fire Island and Asbury Park are popular weekend escapes.



Resources

• The Center NYC’s LGBTIQ+ community hub, packed with life-affirming programs.

• Ty Sunderland Popular party promoter in Manhattan, Brooklyn and on boats.

• NYC LGBT Historic Sites Project A digital map of NYC’s queer history spanning the 17th century to 2000.


PRIDE

This month-long party reaches all five boroughs, culminating on June’s final Sunday with one of the world’s biggest LGBTIQ+ parades.
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Health & Safe Travel

NYC is one of the USA’s safest cities, but a little common sense goes a long way. Remain alert.


Subway Safety

While waiting for the subway, stand away from the platform edge – especially when trains enter or leave the station. Avoid empty cars – there’s often a stinky reason why there’s no one else inside. Don’t engage with aggressive riders (including making eye contact); if something makes you uncomfortable, change cars at the next stop. The subway is generally safe 24/7, but consider a cab if it’s after midnight and you’re alone.


FIND A RESTROOM

Public restrooms are shamefully scarce. Reliable spots include parks, public libraries and transport hubs (Grand Central, Penn Station). If you’re willing to make a purchase, coffee shops can work, too. Follow @got2gonyc for fantastic filmed reviews of public toilets, plus a Google Maps list with over 2000 bathrooms.




Petty Theft

Pickpockets aren’t a huge concern outside of crowded subways and Times Square. Never leave bags unattended.




QUICK INFO

Marijuana

Adults 21 and over can legally use marijuana. Don’t smoke in public parks – it’s illegal.

Alcohol

Drinking alcohol is prohibited in public places – though plenty of people break the law in parks.

Security

Lock your bike or expect it to be stolen.



Insurance & Medications

If you’re a foreign visitor, be sure to buy travel insurance. Medical care and prescription drugs can be expensive in the USA – and emergency room visits can cost thousands of dollars. Your policy may also cover expenses related to theft, lost luggage or delayed travel. Head to a pharmacy like Duane Reade, CVS or Walgreens for over-the-counter medications.


PEDESTRIAN CROSSING

Crosswalk lights may seem like mere suggestions for New Yorkers, but always look both ways before crossing the street – and watch out for bikes.








Responsible Travel

Follow these tips to leave a lighter footprint, support local and have a positive impact on communities.


Ride, Roll & Stroll

Minimize your carbon footprint by choosing alternatives to taxis and cars. Hop on a train: NYC has one of the world’s most extensive and reliable public transit networks. Pedal around town: grab a Citi Bike, rent wheels for the day or join a bike tour for a fast and efficient way to see the sights. Or walk: the sidewalks are tailor-made for pedestrians; traffic stays to the right.
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Fill up at Faucets

NYC’s tap water is safe to drink. Bring a water bottle instead of buying water in single-use plastic bottles. It’s better for the environment, and it’ll save you money.
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OUR PICK

Feed Local Families

Wealth disparity is astronomical in NYC; Manhattan’s income gap is greater than any large county nationwide. Help feed low-income New Yorkers with City Harvest (cityharvest.org/ways-to-give).



Sustainable Eating

Minimize your environmental impact by choosing restaurants that highlight plant-based dishes, commit to zero-waste policies or source locally grown ingredients. Try vegan at Dirt Candy, support sustainable practices at Rhodora Wine Bar or go farm-to-fork at fancy Blue Hill. Better yet, pay the farmer directly: NYC has over 50 greenmarkets with fresh-grown grub. Check out the selection at Union Square – the Big Apple’s best market.

Resources

• citibikenyc.com/how-it-works Join the pedal party with NYC’s bike share program.

• wildmanstevebrill.com Forage for food on a city park tour.


RECYCLING

NYC sorts waste into four separate categories using color-coded street bins. Blue is for plastics, metal and glass; green is for mixed paper; black is for trash; and brown (less common) is for compost. Toss accordingly.



Sustainable Shopping

Eco-friendly fashion is everywhere in NYC. Find pre-loved vintage around the Lower East Side and Williamsburg. Peruse secondhand selections at Grand Bazaar NYC and Artists & Fleas.

Zero Waste Daniel, an East Williamsburg clothing store, makes sustainable statement pieces using cutting-room scraps from the local garment industry.

At A Sustainable Village, an East Village ‘refillery’, you can load up containers with shampoo, toothpaste, lotion and more without purchasing one-time-use plastic products. Do your best to support local businesses over chains – whether fashion- or food-related.


EARTHY EDUCATION

For a sky-high peek at urban sustainability, tour Midtown’s Javits Center – a six-block campus boasting New York’s largest green roof, home to birds, bees, bats and a one-acre farm.
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Scan this QR code to book a Javits Center tour.



Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when traveling, and the importance of making changes where we can. Lonely Planet urges all travelers to engage with their travel carbon footprint. Many airlines and booking sites offer travelers the option of offsetting the impact of greenhouse gas emissions by contributing to climate-friendly initiatives around the world.

There are many carbon calculators online that allow travelers to estimate the carbon emissions generated by their journey; try resurgence.org using the QR code, right.
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Accessible Travel

Public Transport

For wheelchair users, the easiest way to get around via public transit is on buses, which are equipped with wheelchair lifts and proper seating. Trains are tough – only 25% have accessible elevators, which aren’t always operational. Taxis can accommodate manual and powered wheelchairs. Order accessible cabs on the Curb app.


OUR PICK

Experience NYC from the Western Hemisphere’s highest outdoor sky deck at the Edge. On top of being entirely wheelchair accessible (bathrooms and all), deaf and hard-of-hearing travelers can use assistive listening and captioning devices throughout a digital portion of the experience. Once you’ve reached the 100th floor in a zippy 52 seconds, glide onto the observatory’s protected overhang for stellar 360-degree views. Back on street level, wheelchair users can zoom along the neighboring High Line promenade.



Accessible Dining

With cramped quarters, many NYC restaurants can be accessibility nightmares. Thankfully, there’s Contento – an East Harlem outpost for Peruvian food where ‘inclusion’ gets baked in. Don’t be surprised to spot a guide dog or power wheelchair during your visit.


OLFACTORY ADVENTURE

Blind and vision-impaired travelers will find the Brooklyn Botanic Garden a sensorial delight. The Alice Recknagel Ireys Fragrance Garden, designed to accommodate visual impairments, allows visitors to touch and smell the flora.



Sensory-Friendly Fun

At the Met Museum of Art, folks with cognitive disabilities can join multi-sensory workshops. The Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum offers morning openings for kids with autism. Throughout the year, TDF’s Autism Friendly Performance series presents sensory-friendly performances of Broadway shows.


FOOD FOR THOUGHT

In the USA, 80% of adults with cognitive disabilities are unemployed. Hungry for change? Grab a bite at Café Joyeux, working to lower the statistic one employee at a time.



Resources

● nyctourism.com/accessible-nyc Visit the New York City tourism board’s website for more guides to accessible adventures around town.
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Nuts & Bolts

Opening Hours

Opening hours remain consistent throughout the year, regardless of season.

Banks 9am–6pm Monday–Friday; some 9am–noon Saturday

Post offices 9am–5pm, Monday–Friday, to 1pm Saturday

Cafes 7am–7pm

Restaurants Breakfast 7am–11am, lunch noon to 3pm and dinner 5pm–11pm; weekend brunch 10am–4pm

Pubs & bars Normally 5pm–4am

Clubs 10pm–4am

Shops 10am–7pm weekdays, 11am–8pm Saturdays; Sundays variable

Grocery stores 8am–10pm

Internet

Internet access is available at subway stations and a couple of public green spaces, like Bryant Park and Union Square. Free wi-fi and device charging is available at LinkNYC stands across the city. Many restaurants, hotels, bars provide free wi-fi – you may have to ask staff for an access code.


QUICK INFO

Time zone Eastern Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus five hours)

Country calling code +1

Emergency number 911

Population 8.3 million



ELECTRICITY

120V/60Hz
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Public Holidays

NYC observes over a dozen public holidays, and while many businesses remain open, hours are subject to change. Expect peak hotel prices and packed venues; plan travel around these dates well in advance.

New Year’s Day January 1

Martin Luther King Jr Day Third Monday in January

Presidents’ Day Third Monday in February

Memorial Day Last Monday in May

Juneteenth June 19

Independence Day July 4

Labor Day First Monday in September

Veterans’ Day November 11

Thanksgiving Fourth Thursday in November

Christmas Day December 25






Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travelers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you are happy to have your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/legal.
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STAY IN TOUCH

lonelyplanet.com/contact



IRELAND

Digital Depot, Digital Hub

Roe Lane (off Thomas St)

Dublin 8, D08 TCV4
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