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YELLOWSTONE & GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARKS

THE JOURNEY BEGINS HERE


[image: ]

Grand Teton National Park | MATT ANDERSON PHOTOGRAPHY/GETTY IMAGES ©

Yellowstone has always had a mythic status in my life. With its extraordinary combination of geothermal features and abundant wildlife, the national park is like no other place on earth. On my early visits here, I loved walking the boardwalk trails past gurgling mud pots, steaming geysers and howling fumaroles while imagining I’d somehow stumbled my way onto another planet. Later, it was the wolves that captivated me, and I could spend hours watching a pack in the Lamar Valley. There was also the whole array of other astonishing wildlife, from massive grizzly bears to fleet-footed pronghorn, along with the lumbering bison that actually ruled the park.

And yet Yellowstone and its mountainous neighbor of Grand Teton are much more than the sum total of their wild, disparate parts. There’s the extraordinary volcanic past and the scientific anomalies continually being uncovered, not to mention a human history that encompasses Native American tribes, explorers and landscape artists. You could spend a lifetime here and still have things to discover.

Regis St Louis

@regisstlouis

The son of two Coloradans, Regis has spent two decades exploring the world’s mountain landscapes. He is the author of more than 100 Lonely Planet guides.
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My favorite experience is tramping through wintery forests in snowshoes while tracing the rim of the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone. Seeing the park under heavy snowfall is magical.
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WILDLIFE WATCHING

Some come to spot the big five: bear, moose, elk, bison and wolf. Others are drawn to trumpeter swans and the array of migratory birds that pass through. Whether you hope to spot an animal you’ve never seen in the wild before or simply want to reconnect with the wild kingdom, the vast landscapes of Yellowstone and Grand Teton harbor an astonishing array of plant and animal life, with every season offering one-of-a-kind wildlife encounters.

Sunrise & Sunset

Pick a prime viewing spot at dawn or dusk for the best chance to see wildlife, and be patient as nature plays itself out before your eyes.

[image: jpg]

BEN WICKHAM/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Roadside Etiquette

If you spot an animal off the road while driving, don’t block traffic. Instead, pull completely off and view safely from the side of the road.

[image: jpg]

MATTHEW THOMAS ALLEN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Visual Advantage

Binoculars are a must when looking at wildlife, and a spotting scope is even better. If you're lacking, stores in the parks are well stocked.


[image: jpg]

Moose, Yellowstone National Park | JARED LLOYD/GETTY IMAGES ©


BEST ANIMAL EXPERIENCES

[image: ]

Observe huge bison herds and wolf packs on the move from a vantage point overlooking the Lamar Valley 1.

Learn all about apex predators while viewing them up close at the nonprofit rescue Grizzly & Wolf Discovery Center 2.

Look for elk, moose, beavers and river otters against a stunning mountain backdrop along the Oxbow Bend 3.

Watch the sunrise while looking for grizzlies, coyotes and sandhill cranes in the Hayden Valley 4.

Scan the banks of ponds and mountain streams for well-concealed moose while hiking the trails near Jenny Lake 5.







GUSHING GEYSERS

Old Faithful gets all the attention, but it’s just one of many astonishing geothermal features in Yellowstone. Bubbling mud pots, steaming fumaroles and gurgling hot springs are also part of the landscape, which at times resembles something from another planet. In fact, the national park is home to some 10,000 thermal-powered attributes – the world’s greatest concentration of such wonders.

Eruption Times

Check the Old Faithful visitor center for predicted eruption times, and be patient if you want to catch Steamboat, Beehive or Grand, as it may take a while.

Brilliant Hues

As the water temperature changes, so do the colors of the thermophiles (heat-loving microorganisms), creating a rainbow of oranges, yellows and greens in the surrounding algae.

[image: jpg]

Grand Prismatic Spring | LUCKY-PHOTOGRAPHER/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


BEST SPOUTING EXPERIENCES

[image: jpg]

Pop open an Old Faithful Ale and wait for its namesake to erupt while enjoying the view from the shaded upper deck of the Old Faithful Inn 1.

Stroll the Upper Geyser Basin 2 amid numerous spectacular spouters – some that erupt dramatically just once a day, others that thrash continually in a violent rage.

See hidden bubbling hot pools and hissing fumaroles without the crowds on a backcountry hike near the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone 3.

Breathe in the villainous aroma of rotten-egg-scented clouds while gazing out across the Mud Volcano 4.

Admire the vibrant colors of the Grand Prismatic Spring 5 while strolling the misty boardwalk trail.







WILDERNESS LANDSCAPES

Set with thundering waterfalls, snow-covered peaks and deep chiseled canyons, these neighboring national parks have been dazzling visitors since the 1800s. There are countless ways to experience the magic, whether trekking through the backcountry or admiring from an easy-to-reach lookout. Make sure your camera is charged and has plenty of memory to spare: you’re in a photographer’s paradise.

Early Risers

Beat the worst of the crowds by hitting the key attractions at first light. Alternatively, come in the afternoon, when most visitors have dispersed.

[image: jpg]

MELISSAMN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

History Written in Stone

Owing to volcanic activity, much of the Yellowstone area is relatively young (geologically speaking). However, the Beartooth Mountains to the east contain some of the world's oldest rock formations.

[image: jpg]

DANAE ABREU/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Deepen Your Knowledge

The Yellowstone Forever Institute offers a wide range of field seminars, covering everything from photography and geology to indigenous mythology and in-depth plant and animal studies.


BEST LANDSCAPE EXPERIENCES

[image: jpg]

Feel the roar of the Lower Falls 1 as they plunge over 300ft through the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone.

Let your imagination run wild while taking in the graceful tiered terraces and colorful coral-like formations of Mammoth Hot Springs 2.

Walk in the footsteps of Ansel Adams while photographing the rustic log cabins of Mormon Row 3, dramatically set against the mountains of the Tetons.

Breathe in the clean mountain air while taking in the magnificent view of a subalpine lake against soaring peaks on the Taggart Lake Trail 4.

Get your fill of wildflowers while walking above the colorful meadows along the Beaver Ponds Trail 5.







HITTING THE TRAIL

Buck the trend of roadside viewing and look down on the rolling meadows and alpine lakes from on high. Yellowstone’s 1000 miles of trails, alongside Grand Teton’s 250-plus miles, ensure you’ll never run out of options even if you spend a lifetime here. You can make an easy outing overlooking a canyon or gear up for a multiday trek walking beneath cloud-scraping mountain peaks. Wherever you roam, some of the most stunning, life-affirming scenery awaits.

Being Prepared

Many trails are well marked but no matter where you’re heading it’s wise to travel with a good map – along with rain gear, sunscreen and other essentials.

[image: jpg]

AARONJ9/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Weather Wise

Check the forecast before heading out. When lightning flashes, take cover – and avoid ridges, isolated trees and exposed areas.

[image: jpg]

L PAUL MANN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Bear Spray

Unless you’re traveling in the winter, you’ll want to have a can of bear spray handy on a hike. Keep it within easy reach and know how to use it.
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Cascade Canyon | KRIS WIKTOR/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


BEST HIKING EXPERIENCES

[image: jpg]

Head off on the epic four-day trek along the high spine of the Tetons on the challenging Teton Crest Trail 1.

Pitch a tent along Shoshone Lake 2, Yellowstone’s largest backcountry lake, with memorable lakeshore campsites well placed for a multiday trek or paddle.

Admire 360-degree views over Yellowstone after reaching the summit of Mt Washburn 3 on a tough but rewarding 1390ft climb.

Make an easygoing hike on the South Rim Trail 4, which offers superb views over the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone.

Take the boat across Jenny Lake and then ascend through waterfall-filled Cascade Canyon en route to Lake Solitude 5.







ON THE WATER

Whether soloing in a kayak or bundling the family into a canoe, paddling is a great way to glide into nature at your own pace. When your arms tire, shore up on empty beaches for a picnic or a swim. With a permit you can also backcountry camp in a number of appealing spots a few paces from the shore.

Permits

To boat in Grand Teton, you need to purchase a permit, available at recreation.gov. In Yellowstone, permits are given after an invasive species inspection.

Underwater Features

Yellowstone’s geothermal features don’t end at the shoreline. The bottom of Yellowstone Lake has geysers, fumaroles and hot springs, plus hydrothermal vents with over 250°F (121°C) temperatures.

[image: jpg]

Snake River | PHILIPPE SAINTE-LAUDY PHOTOGRAPHY/GETTY IMAGES ©


BEST AQUATIC EXPERIENCES

[image: jpg]

Cool off while bouncing over rapids on a white-water rafting trip through a sunbaked canyon along the Shoshone River 1.

Plan an aquatic outing from Colter Bay Village 2, either hiring a kayak for a scenic paddle along the lakeshore or booking a narrated lake cruise.

Head off on an easygoing canoe trip from String Lake 3 and then portage to Leigh Lake and spend the night at a backcountry campsite.

Let the guide do all the work while you look for wildlife on a narrated float trip down the Snake River 4 in Grand Teton.

Grab your fishing rod and head to the Grassy Lake Road 5, a prime fishing area in southwestern Yellowstone.







WINTER WONDERLAND

Winter is a magical (but frigid) season. Geysers turn nearby trees into frozen ice sculptures and the wildlife is easier to spot in the whiteness, including frosty-bearded bison warming themselves by steaming hot springs. It’s also the time to get active on the region’s renowned ski slopes, and forested trails are ideal for snowshoeing and cross-country skiing.

Gear Essentials

Make sure your clothing is up to the task: winter here brings extreme temperatures that range from zero (-17°C) to 20°F (-6°C) and subzero temperatures at night.

[image: jpg]

FERRANTRAITE/GETTY IMAGES ©

Guided Trips

With limited access to Yellowstone, a snowmobile or snow-coach tour can be the best way to experience the park. You can also base yourself in the Old Faithful Snow Lodge.

[image: jpg]

CAROLINA K. SMITH MD/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Snowfall

Yellowstone typically receives around 150in of snowfall each year, compared to Grand Teton’s 172in, though higher elevations can receive up to 400in


BEST SNOWY EXPERIENCES

[image: jpg]

Ski past ghost trees to frozen waterfalls and erupting geysers or drink hot cocoa at the while exploring the wintery scenery surrounding Old Faithful 1.

Strap on your snowshoes and follow a park ranger across the frozen landscape on a guided hike at Taggart Lake 2 in the Grand Tetons.

Hit the powdery slopes then relax over evening drinks by the fire at Jackson Hole Mountain Resort 3.

Take the kids for a sleigh ride out to see wildlife while visiting the National Elk Refuge 4 in Jackson.

Glide through peaceful snow-covered forests at the world-class Rendezvous Ski Trails 5 in West Yellowstone.







SCENIC DRIVES

The head-spinning road snakes up the mountainside to deposit you in a different world, high above the tree line, onto a rolling plateau overlooking topaz lakes and craggy rock faces where marmots sunbathe. Or you might find your way onto a parched two-laner that follows a rushing river beneath looming canyon walls. This corner of the Rockies offers some magnificent drives – with little-known hikes, remote campsites and charming little towns along the way.

Summer Driving

Plan your road trip carefully as most scenic roads open for only a short window during the summer, typically from late May through mid-September.

[image: jpg]

PAT TR/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Essential Listening

Check out the Women in Wyoming, The Sweet Smell of Sagebrush or Wyoming My 307 podcasts for an insight into the region – and a fine accompaniment to any road trip.

[image: jpg]

DANIEL JEDZURA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

From the Runway to the Park

If you fly into Cody or Billings, you can start your trip off on a high by using a scenic byway to reach the park.


[image: jpg]

Chief Joseph Scenic Byway | JIM PARKIN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


BEST TOURING EXPERIENCES

[image: jpg]

Take your time meandering along the Beartooth Hwy 1 as you pass aptly named attractions like the Top of the World store.

Enjoy dramatic Tetons panoramas 800ft above Jackson Hole’s valley floor on the Signal Mountain Summit Road 2.

Stop for a hike to a little visited canyon while traversing the jaw-dropping Chief Joseph Scenic Byway 3.

Admire the views of rolling ranchlands and snowy peaks flanking Yellowstone’s north entrance in the Paradise Valley 4.

Photograph the fantastic mountain views while driving in the Grand Tetons, with roaming pronghorn, deer and moose on the Jackson Hole Valley flats 5.









THE PARKS

Find the places that tick all your boxes.
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ITINERARIES

Billings, the Beartooth & Canyon Country

Allow: 4 days    Distance: 320 miles


This journey gives you a taste of Billings culture before heading to a pivotal battlefield that shaped US history. You’ll then drive a scenic mountain highway to Yellowstone. There you’ll look for wildlife in the Lamar Valley, see vestiges of the park’s volcanic past and check out Yellowstone’s most famous canyon.


[image: jpg]

[image: jpg]

Lamar Valley | GESTALT IMAGERY/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

1 Billings [image: ] 1 Day

Montana’s biggest city makes a fine introduction to the state’s wonders. Spend the morning taking in sculpture, photography and painting at the Yellowstone Art Museum and then head to the Western Heritage Center for history and cultures. Finish with a tour through the Moss Mansion followed by drinks at one of the craft-beer bars.

[image: ] 1-hour drive

[image: jpg]

Andrew Smith/EyeEm/Getty Images ©

2 Little Bighorn Battlefield [image: ] 1 Day

Rise early to beat the searing heat (and crowds) on a visit to the Little Bighorn Battlefield (pictured) on the Crow Reservation. Get an overview of the events in the gallery and screening room of the visitor center. Afterward, sign up for a tour with a Native American guide. Don’t depart without visiting the Indian Memorial.

[image: ] 1-hour drive

[image: jpg]

William C Bunce/shutterstock ©

3 Beartooth Hwy [image: ] ½ Day

Leave the lowland behind as you wind your way uphill along one of America’s most scenic highways (pictured). Stop to breathe in the air at the 10,947ft Beartooth Pass West Summit and then pick up a coffee at the Top of the World Resort. Take your time on the downhill as there are plenty of places to get out and explore, like the Clarks Fork Trailhead.

[image: ] 1½-hour drive

[image: jpg]

Anders Riishede/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


4 Lamar Valley [image: ] ½ Day

The northeastern entrance of Yellowstone takes you through some of the best wildlife watching in the park. Arrive early for the best chance to see wolves (pictured) from along the road. Stop just after crossing the Lamar River Bridge for a hike up Specimen Ridge. You’ll pass bison trails and sweeping valley views as you ascend a ridge dotted with fossilized tree trunks.

[image: ] 30-minute drive

[image: jpg]

Richard Seeley/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

5 Tower-Roosevelt [image: ] ½ Day

Spend a day in Yellowstone’s northeastern corner. Don’t miss the views of Tower Fall (pictured) as it plunges over 130ft into the Yellowstone River. There are numerous hikes in the area, including the Yellowstone River Overlook. For something more strenuous, head up Mt Washburn. Later have dinner in Roosevelt Lodge.

[image: ] 40-minute drive

[image: jpg]

fukez84/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

6 Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone [image: ] ½ Day

The final day takes you to one of Yellowstone’s must-see sights. Stop at the Brink of the Lower Falls (pictured) to feel the roar of this 308ft waterfall. Then, head to the other side of the canyon for a spellbinding walk along the South Rim Trail. Leave time to explore the Canyon Visitor Education Center, which is packed with insight into Yellowstone’s natural history.

[image: jpg]

Focused Adventures/SHUTTERSTOCK ©





ITINERARIES

Cowboy Towns, Lakes & Geysers

[image: jpg]

Allow: 6 days    Distance: 220 miles


Cross the southern half of the Yellowstone National Park on a journey that takes in the desert-like landscapes of Cody, the Wapiti Valley’s age-old mountains and the fertile shores that hide a dark secret along Hebgen Lake. Along the way, you’ll see the world’s most impressive geysers, including Old Faithful.


[image: jpg]

[image: jpg]

Upper Geyser Basin | CherylRamalho/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

1 cody [image: ] 2 Days

The cowboy-loving settlement of Wyoming is packed with attractions, including the state’s best museum. Highlights include visiting a collection of Wild West dwellings, seeing the ruins of a Japanese American internment camp and white-water rafting on the Shoshone (pictured). By night, hit the rodeo, followed by live music at one of the town’s bars.

[image: ] 45-minute drive

[image: jpg]

Andrew Woodley/Universal Images Group via Getty Images ©

2 Wapiti Valley [image: ] ½ Day

It’s a spectacular drive from Cody along the Buffalo Bill Scenic Byway into Yellowstone. You’ll have views of the Absaroka Range (pictured) as you traverse a craggy canyon with opportunities to spy bighorn sheep, elk and other wildlife. Guest ranches make a fine base for horseback riding, and you can pitch a tent in state parks and wilderness areas.

[image: ] 1-hour drive

[image: jpg]

HTurner/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

3 Yellowstone Lake [image: ] ½ Day

The parched landscape transforms into an alpine backdrop as you cross the southeastern entrance into Yellowstone and reach Sylvan Pass (elevation 8530ft). The road skirts along the northern shore of Yellowstone Lake (pictured), passing Fishing Bridge (where grizzlies gather) and trailheads to scenic spots.

[image: ] 1-hour drive
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Virrage Images/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


4 Old Faithful [image: ] 1 Day

You could easily spend a full day exploring the geysers and other geothermal features in the Upper Geyser Basin. It’s well worth hiking around Geyser Hill and following the boardwalk out to other bubbling wonders before or after catching Old Faithful (pictured). Afterward, see Native American artwork at the Yellowstone Tribal Heritage Center.

[image: ] 1-hour drive

[image: jpg]

Volkv/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

5 West Yellowstone [image: ] 1½ Days

You’ll pass yet more geothermal sites as you head to West Yellowstone, a relaxing town just outside of the park. You’ll find lodging and dining options, as well as the Grizzly & Wolf Discovery Center (pictured). Outfitters can set you up on an array of activities including mountain biking, fly-fishing and horseback riding.

[image: ] 30-minute drive

[image: jpg]

Yifei He, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons, ©

6 Hebgen Lake [image: ] ½ Day

A short drive north of West Yellowstone, you can explore a picturesque lake valley (pictured) fringed by mountains. You’ll find hiking trails, fishing spots and campsites along this less-frequented corner of Yellowstone as well as sites related to the earthquake of 1959. You can learn all about the devastation – still visible on the hillsides – at the Earthquake Lake Visitor Center.

[image: jpg]

Pecold/SHUTTERSTOCK ©





ITINERARIES

Mountain Valleys & Hot Springs

[image: jpg]

Allow: 4 days    Distance: 190 miles


On a journey into the park from the northwest, you’ll start off with a dose of dinosaurs and microbrews in Bozeman, followed by small-town charm in Livingston. From there the Paradise Valley immerses you in wild beauty and whisks you into a landscape of waterfalls, hot springs and steaming rivers in Yellowstone.


[image: jpg]

[image: jpg]

Mammoth Hot Springs | Gunter Marx Photography/getty images ©

1 Bozeman [image: ] 1 Day

One of Montana’s most captivating small towns makes a great launchpad for the mountains, with stellar hiking in summer and powder-filled skiing in the winter. Main St has a mix of shops, cafes and galleries, alongside restaurants and craft breweries. Bozeman is also home to a world-class museum (pictured) devoted to dinosaurs and natural history.

[image: ] 30-minute drive

[image: jpg]

Hugh K Telleria/shutterstock ©

2 Livingston [image: ] 1 Day

A drive east of Bozeman, Livingston is a tiny town that was once a key departure point for visitors to Yellowstone. These days, you can see a slice of history at the Yellowstone Gateway Museum and explore the gallery scene, including the former rail hub Livingston Depot Center. You can also book fly-fishing excursions in the area (pictured).

[image: ] 45-minute drive

[image: jpg]

BONNIE WATTON/shutterstock ©

3 Paradise Valley [image: ] ½ Day

The drive south takes you through a valley of ranchlands watched over by rugged peaks. As you follow along the Yellowstone River, admire the views and explore little-visited spots like Tom Miner Basin and the Gallatin Petrified Forest (pictured). There's also Chico Hot Springs near the mouth of Emigrant Canyon.

[image: ] 45-minute drive
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Tetra Images/getty images ©


4 Mammoth [image: ] ½ Day

From the Paradise Valley, it’s a short drive into the park to the Mammoth Hot Springs. Take your time at the steaming terraces, then hike the Beaver Ponds Trail (pictured). Add to your knowledge by seeing the exhibits in the Albright Visitor Center and checking out Fort Yellowstone. Gardiner makes a great base for lodging and dining.

[image: ] 40-minute drive

[image: jpg]

Travel with Co/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

5 Norris [image: ] ½ Day

Impressive attractions crowd the road as you drive south. Take in the dramatic Golden Gate canyon, stop for views of Falls and Sheepeater Cliffs, and then hear the sound of fumaroles at Roaring Mountain. More geothermal sites await in Norris, home to the most volatile area of Yellowstone. See the action on the boardwalk trails of Porcelain Basin (pictured).

[image: ] 30-minute drive
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Serge Yatunin/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

6 Madison [image: ] ½ Day

Keep heading south to reach Artist Paint Pots, home to dozens of gurgling and steaming highlights. A few miles further along, stop for a look at Gibbon Falls (pictured). At Madison Junction, graze in the meadow. The road soon parallels the Firehole River, with countless thermal attractions. The biggest of all is the steaming Grand Prismatic Spring with its brilliant hues.

[image: jpg]
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ITINERARIES

Jackson & the Grand Tetons

[image: jpg]

Allow: 4 days    Distance: 110 miles


Kick off a Grand Teton adventure in Jackson, a dynamic food- and drink-loving town that’s a great base for a wide range of outdoor activities. From there, it’s an easy drive into the national park, with its many highlights – from dramatic overlooks and canyon trails to historical sites from early pioneers.


[image: jpg]
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Jenny Lake | Jeff R Clow/Getty Images ©

1 Jackson [image: ] 1 Day

Wyoming’s most cosmopolitan little town is a magnet for outdoor lovers, with wildlife watching on the National Elk Refuge (pictured) and cycling trails just outside of town, plus ski lifts you can walk to in winter. By evening, you can explore the international dining scene, listen to rockabilly at a live music bar or sit by the firepits while sipping a drink at Snake River Brewing.

[image: ] 30-minute drive

[image: jpg]

Reimar/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

2 Laurance S Rockefeller Preserve [image: ] ½ Day

As you drive north, stop in the National Museum of Wildlife Art for a look at works by two centuries of painters and sculptors, including Native American artists. Continue into Grand Teton to the Laurance S Rockefeller Preserve. Look for wildlife on a hike around Phelps Lake (pictured), which is also a fine spot for a swim.

[image: ] 30-minute drive

[image: jpg]

Aleksandr Kretov/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

3 Jenny Lake [image: ] 1 Day

Get an early start on a visit to one of Grand Teton’s most popular destinations, stunning Jenny Lake. Plan a full day of hiking around the lake and heading up through Cascade Canyon, with stops at Inspiration Point and Hidden Falls (pictured) along the way. On the return trip, you can cut down on the mileage by catching the boat back across the lake.

[image: ] 30-minute drive
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ElenaGC/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


4 Colter Bay Village [image: ] ½ Day

Continuing north, stop to admire the views over the soaring peaks to the west, and take the short detour up Signal Mountain Rd. After crossing the Jackson Lake Dam, make your way to Colter Bay Village, a prime spot for getting active: kayaking, hiking the shoreline trails or taking a dip off the rocky beach of Jackson Lake (pictured).

[image: ] 40-minute drive
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Sean Xu/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

5 Mormon Row [image: ] ½ Day

Heading back south, take Hwy 191 and stop at the Oxbow Bend, a lookout over a mountain-backed stretch of Snake River (pictured). South of there, you can look for bison at the Elk Ranch Turnout, and spy ground squirrels while walking around the Cunningham Cabin Historic Site. End the day among the beautifully preserved barns and houses of Mormon Row.

[image: ] 30-minute drive
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Denton Rumsey/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

6 Gros Ventre [image: ] ½ Day

Leave the crowds behind as you head along the Gros Ventre Rd, a wilderness area just east of Grand Teton National Park. Pull over at the Gros Ventre Geological Slide (pictured), an area that was transformed by a massive rock slide in 1925. Then continue along the road that overlooks the Lower Slide Lake, a prime area for camping, boating and fishing.

[image: jpg]

gjohnstonphoto/SHUTTERSTOCK ©







WHEN TO GO

Most people visit during the short summer season, though colder months have their appeal, with winter sports and crowd-free national parks.


Locals often joke that there are only three seasons in the northern Rockies: July, August and winter. Many roads close from November through April, and some sections of the park aren’t accessible until late May. July and August are best for hiking at higher elevations, though they’re also the busiest months, with ample traffic and high hotel prices.

Several Yellowstone lodges open in winter with snow coaches (oversized, winterized buses) providing transport into the park and tours to park highlights. Grand Teton allows more DIY adventures for cross-country skiers and snowshoers, with certain roads open all year. Ski resorts and towns like Jackson have a second peak season in winter.

Saving Money

Travel in the shoulder season (May and mid-September to October) to beat the crowds and high accommodations prices. You can save even more traveling in November or April, although many hotels and restaurants close between the busy summer and winter seasons.

[image: jpg]

Abyss Pool, West Thumb | Jess Kraft/shutterstock ©


I LIVE HERE

Summer in the Beartooth Mountains

A member of the Coeur d’Alene Tribe, Theresa White is a nature photographer based in eastern Montana. theresawhitephotography.com

I grew up camping in the Beartooth Mountains, and I have a lot of family memories from being in the area. It was always a place of adventure. It’s wild and free, with just the rocks and the trees and the lakes sitting up above 10,000ft. It’s beautiful, and in the summer it’s really the only time you can get up there.




SUMMER SNOWSTORMS

Snowfall can happen at any time in the higher elevations, even in the middle of summer. Always check forecasts before heading out, as snowstorms can lead to sudden road closures (especially in the Beartooth Mountains).




THE THROES OF WINTER

Winter (December to March) brings heavy snowfall – typically 150in or more per year. In the spring (April and May), crews spend weeks clearing the roads, which requires bulldozers, graders with wedges and other heavy equipment to break up the dense snowpack.

Music, Rodeos & Culture

Livingston celebrates its favorite beverage during Tap Into Montana Brewfest. You’ll find top craft brewers as well as good food and live music.[image: ] June

East of Yellowstone, cowboys from across the country saddle up at the Cody Stampede Rodeo to compete for top honors at this four-day event. Parades, food booths and a craft fair add to the fun.[image: ] July

Stretch out on the grass while listening to rapid-fire finger-picking at the Grand Targhee Bluegrass Festival. More than a dozen bands take the stage over the three-day weekend. Reserve early for a camping spot.[image: ] August

Some 1500 tipis are set up during the massive Crow Fair, one of the largest Native American gatherings in the US. Held in Crow Agency, the powwow features traditional dancing, an impressive parade and daily rodeos.[image: ] August

Wildlife, Fairs & Mountain Men


If you need a new wall hanging, check out Elkfest in Jackson. Boy Scouts collect and sell the shed antlers to raise money to buy winter feed for the elk – thus the elk financially support themselves during the winter.[image: ] May

In tiny Reed Point, the Great Montana Sheep Drive brings a huge flock of sheep thundering (well, bleating) through the center of town, in a sendup of better-known cattle drives.[image: ] September

From a farm petting zoo to cornhole tournaments and horse shows, it does not get more Wyoming than the Teton County Fair. The action spans nine days and has amusement for all ages.[image: ] July

West Yellowstone’s Smoking Waters Mountain Man Rendezvous is a 10-day reenactment of an 1859 gathering and includes tomahawk-throwing competitions, cowboy poetry and black-powder sharpshooting.[image: ] August


I LIVE HERE

The Magic of Winter

Jeff Henry is the author of numerous books, including Yellowstone National Park: The First 150 Years.

I’ve always liked the snow and cold weather, which is one reason I was drawn here. In the winter, there’s a solitude to the landscape and the scenery is breathtakingly beautiful. The contrast between the erupting geyser with 190°F (87°C) water with the -50°F (-45°C) air is staggering. The ice formations are incredible for photography.
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Sunset, Yellowstone National Park | Kris Wiktor/shutterstock ©

THE ROLE OF LIGHTNING

Lightning plays a key role in the ecosystem by igniting wildfires, which help maintain biodiversity and allow some plant communities to flourish. Lightning strikes often cause dozens of wildfires during the summer, though most go out naturally after burning less than half an acre.



Weather Through The Year
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JANUARY

Avg daytime max: 27°F
Days of snowfall: 9

[image: gif]

FEBRUARY

Avg daytime max: 29°F
Days of snowfall: 9
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MARCH

Avg daytime max: 38°F
Days of snowfall: 7
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APRIL

Avg daytime max: 45°F
Days of snowfall: 6
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MAY

Avg daytime max: 53°F
Days of rainfall or snowfall: 10
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JUNE

Avg daytime max: 63°F
Days of rainfall or snowfall: 10
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JULY

Avg daytime max: 75°F
Days of rainfall: 5
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AUGUST

Avg daytime max: 75°F
Days of rainfall: 5

[image: gif]

SEPTEMBER

Avg daytime max: 63°F
Days of rainfall or snowfall: 6
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OCTOBER

Avg daytime max: 49°F
Days of rainfall or snowfall: 10
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NOVEMBER

Avg daytime max: 34°F
Days of rainfall or snowfall: 8

DECEMBER

[image: gif]

Avg daytime max: 26°F
Days of snowfall: 10







GET PREPARED FOR YELLOWSTONE & GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARKS

Useful things to load in your bag, your ears and your brain
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Grand Teton National Park | Mark A Paulda/getty images ©


Manners

Be respectful of wildlife. Don’t approach animals, and keep a distance of at least 100yd from bears and wolves and 25yd from bison, elk, moose and other animals.

Don’t park in the road or block traffic (unless a bison or elk is blocking your way, of course). Use pullouts and get fully off the road if stopping to view wildlife.



Clothes

Layers The key to packing for Yellowstone. Locals will tell you there are only three seasons here – July, August and winter – so pack for changeable weather. Even on a cloudless summer day, it’s smart to pack a shell jacket and a knit cap. Synthetic, silk or wool base layers (not cotton) are the most effective. A waterproof but breathable rain jacket and an insulating fleece are musts. A down vest or light jacket is useful in spring and fall when it can also be useful to have thermal underwear and wind/waterproof shell pants.

Footwear Light to medium hiking boots are recommended for day hikes, while sturdy boots with ankle support are better for demanding hikes or extended trips with a heavy pack. Most importantly, they should be well broken in with a nonslip (such as Vibram) sole.


READ
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Lost in My Own Backyard (Tim Cahill; 2004) Engaging, funny and thoughtful insight into Yellowstone's great wonders.

[image: jpg]

Lone Women (Victor LaValle; 2023) Gripping, genre-blurring novel with non-stereotypical characters set in early 20th-century Montana.
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Empire of Shadows: The Epic Story of Yellowstone (George Back; 2012) Exploration, American Indian Wars and the frontier.
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Altitude Adjustment (Mary Beth Baptiste; 2014) Inspiring story of escaping and starting over again in the Grand Tetons.




Speaking Wyoming

Mealtime The noon meal is called 'dinner' and the evening meal is called 'supper.'

Fizzy drinks Locals call it 'pop' rather than 'soda.'

Dout (extinguish) As in 'dout that campfire before you leave.'

Barking squirrel Slang for 'prairie dog.'

Greenies Nickname for people from Colorado (because of their green license plates).

Couple two three Several

Gully washer A heavy downpour

Top Tips

Get out of the car – you’ll lose 95% of tourists simply by walking a mile from the road.

Take your cues from the park animals: get up early, rest at lunchtime and stay out late. Be at the trailhead at 8am for the best light, fewer tourists and more parking spaces.

Use the hour just before sunset to wildlife watch while others are rushing back to set up their campsites. Then eat dinner at 9pm when restaurant tables are wide open.

Roads and geyser basins are busiest between 11am and 3pm.

Head out of the park. While 'the Gallatin National Forest' may not have the same sexy ring as 'Yellowstone National Park,' the hikes are just as superb and you’ll have the trails to yourself.




WATCH

A River Runs Through It (Robert Redford; 1992) Livingston, Bozeman and the Paradise Valley (pictured) play starring roles in this beautifully shot film.

Yellowstone (Kieth Merrill; 1994) IMAX big-screen movie that gives an overview of the park's history shown daily in West Yellowstone.

The National Parks: America’s Best Idea (Ken Burns; 2009) Captures the challenges and triumphs in creating the parks.

Yellowstone (Taylor Sheridan; 2018) Fictionalized story of a Montana ranching family.
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LISTEN

Wise River (Kitchen Dwellers; 2022) Born from kitchen jam sessions, the Montana string band blends bluegrass, folk and rock in their latest record.

Red Beads (Joseph Fire Crow; 2006) The Native American flutist Joseph Fire Crow creates lyrical, meditative works on this award-winning album.

If I Was a Cowboy (Stephanie Quayle; 2019) Catchy country ballads that don’t stray far from Quayle’s roots growing up in Bozeman.

Luke Bell (Luke Bell; 2016) Hits from the rising honky-tonk star from Cody, who died tragically in 2022.








TRIP PLANNER

PERMITS, RULES & REGULATIONS

Whether you plan on backpacking through the wilderness or casting for dinner on Jackson Lake, it’s essential to get your permits in order and familiarize yourself with the rules and regulations before setting out. The permit process is easier than ever these days, as you can take care of most of your permits for fishing, boating and backcountry travel online.


[image: jpg]

Camping, Yellowstone National Park | Jayjay Adventures/shutterstock ©

Backcountry Travel

There’s no better way to experience the raw wildness of Yellowstone than on an overnight backpacking trip. Some experience in backcountry camping is important before heading out into the wild – particularly in bear awareness (grizzlies and black bears), hanging or securing food and leave-no-trace practices. You also need to be weather prepared. Snow is often found in the backcountry until mid-July.

That said, there’s a huge range of challenges available, from easy backcountry overnights an hour from the road to multiday expedition-style traverses through some of the most remote terrain south of Alaska. Choose the right trip at the right time of year and arrive prepared, and there’s no better way to experience the park.

YELLOWSTONE

Hikers can explore Yellowstone's backcountry from more than 92 trailheads that give access to nearly 1000 miles of hiking trails and 293 primitive campsites.

The most popular areas are the Hellroaring region of the Black Canyon of the Yellowstone in spring, Slough Creek in early summer, Shoshone Lake in August, Bechler region in August/September and Heart Lake throughout summer. You should include a backup itinerary if applying for a popular region or trail in peak season.

The park sets aside around one-fourth of all backcountry sites for walk-in permits. The other three-fourths are snapped up on advance reservations. There are backcountry offices (open 8am to 4:30pm) at nine locations, including Old Faithful Ranger Station, Mammoth's Albright Visitor Center, Canyon Visitor Education Center, Tower Ranger Station and in West Yellowstone.

Be sure to check out the Backcountry Situation Report on the park website, as this lists up-to-date info on trail closures owing to bear management, heavy snowfall, flooding and other issues.

The backcountry-use permit is site and date specific and states the campsite where you must overnight. Part of your permit goes on the dashboard of your car; the main permit stays with you on your pack.

GRAND TETON

Backcountry camping is restricted to camping zones. Hikers (with backcountry permits) can choose their own sites inside many of these areas, but in the most heavily used zones, all sites are designated (indicated by marker posts). Fires are prohibited, except at some lakeshore sites, so bring a camp stove. Campsites must be at least 200ft from waterways. No bikes or pets are permitted on trails.

Park-approved bear-resistant food storage canisters are required. Backpackers can check one out for free when securing their permit. Permitting is a little different on Grassy Lake Rd ($2 per permit available through backcountry offices) and Sheffield Campground (first-come, first-served, $13 per night paid on arrival). No permits are required for backcountry camping in the national forest on the Idaho side of the Tetons, though campers must stay a minimum of 1 mile from roads and 100ft from water sources. Fires are generally allowed, but check current regulations at the Flagg Ranch Information Station.
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BACKCOUNTRY PERMITS

The permitting situation varies slightly between the two parks.

Yellowstone

• Early access lottery From March 1 to March 20, you can enter (via recreation.gov) to get early access to booking backcountry campsites during peak season.

• Peak season Runs from May 15 to October 31. Walk-up permits for backcountry sites are available in person from a backcountry office up to two days before the start of your trip. Online, you can reserve sites through recreation.gov beginning in late April.

• Non-peak season Runs from November 1 to May 14. Permits are available from October 6 onwards. You can get these online (again recreation.gov). If traveling in winter, you do not have to stay in designated sites, but you will need to give an approximate location in the comments section of the reservation.

• Fees Backcountry permit fees are $5 per person per night, plus a $10 reservation fee.

Grand Teton

• Advance backcountry permits Booking opens in early January and runs through May for making advance reservations.

• Booking in person The park reserves up to one-third of each camping zone for advance booking, with the other two-thirds of each camping zone available on a first-come, first-served basis. Permits are available on the day before the start of a trip.

• Fees Cost $45 per backcountry trip if booked online, or $35 in person.



Walk-in permits are given on a first-come, first-served basis, 24 hours in advance, from the backcountry offices at Craig Thomas and Colter Bay visitor centers or Jenny Lake Ranger Station. For best results, apply early in the morning the day before your intended departure.

Fishing

In Yellowstone, it’s catch-and-release only for the park’s native species, including cutthroat trout, grayling and mountain whitefish. Non-native fish are considered invasive species that have wreaked havoc. These include rainbow trout, brook trout, lake trout and smallmouth bass. When you hook these, they must be killed – indeed it’s illegal to release them alive.

A Yellowstone fishing permit is required for anglers aged 16 and older (state licenses are not required). Permits cost $40/55 for three/seven days, or $70 for the season; free permits are required for unsupervised anglers aged 15 and under. Permits are available online via recreation.gov.

Fishing season usually runs from the Saturday of Memorial Day to October 31, though some may close during the season due to bear activity. The useful Fishing Regulations pamphlet details the park’s complex rules and regulations.

Grand Teton National Park has different restrictions. For one, anglers must carry a valid Wyoming fishing license; you can get these online (via the Wyoming Game & Fish Department). In general, anglers are limited to six trout per day (with varying size limitations). For more details, get a copy of the park's fishing brochure.

Lakes are open to fishing year-round apart from Jackson Lake, which closes to fishing for the month of October. All streams and Blacktail Spring Ponds within Grand Teton National Park are closed to fishing access from December through July. Other seasonal closures are the Snake, Buffalo Fork and Gros Ventre Rivers, which close from December 15 through March 31.

Travel with Pets

Strict national park restrictions limit pets to paved parking lots, picnic spots and camping areas, which rules out trails or boardwalks. Also, you are not allowed to tie your pet (aka bear bait) to objects or leave them unattended. If temperatures are cool, a pet may stay inside a ventilated vehicle, but that’s rarely the case in summer. Obviously, pet waste must be picked up and thrown away.

Your best bet if traveling with your furry friend is to focus on national forest trails, where dogs are allowed on a leash. Shoshone National Forest, Bridger-Teton National Forest, Custer Gallatin National Forest, Caribou-Targhee National Forest and Jedediah Smith Wilderness all allow dogs.


WATERCRAFT

Permits

Required for all vessels, including float tubes.

Inspection

In Yellowstone, all watercraft (including stand-up paddleboards) must have an inspection for aquatic invasive species (AIS) before launching. Do this at Bridge Bay, Grant Marina or Lewis Lake. In Grand Teton, boaters can buy AIS decals in advance (via the Wyoming Game & Fish Department).

Motorized boats

Yellowstone: Permitted on Lewis and Yellowstone Lake.

Grand Teton: Permitted on Jackson Lake. Boats of 10HP and under are also allowed on Jenny Lake.

Nonmotorized boats

Yellowstone: Permitted on all lakes except Sylvan, Eleanor and Twin Lakes, and Beach Springs Lagoon.

Grand Teton: Permitted on the Snake River and Jackson, Jenny, Phelps, Emma Matilda, Two Ocean, Taggart, Bradley, Bearpaw, Leigh and String Lakes.
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THE OUTDOORS

The soaring Tetons and vast wilderness of Yellowstone form the backdrop to a wide array of outdoor adventures, from hiking up mountain slopes to kayaking across alpine lakes.
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Big Sky | alexfe/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Hikers and backpackers could spend many months traipsing the 1000-plus miles of national park trails, not to mention the countless paths in the surrounding mountains and forests. Fans of water sports can set their sights on the lakes and rivers in both parks. You’ll find both easygoing outings hugging the shorelines and challenging multiday excursions with portages along the way. When the temperature plummets, the park transforms into a winter wonderland, a spectacular setting for cross-country skiing and snowshoeing.

Hiking & Backpacking

Almost every part of Yellowstone and Grand Teton national parks offers outstanding day hiking, as do the national forests surrounding the parks. You'll find plenty of variety, from easy strolls to challenging mountain ascents, and you can plan your hikes around viewpoints, lakes, little-known geysers and other features. Park trails are well marked and well maintained, often with restroom facilities at the trailhead. In some forested areas, these trails may be marked by a series of blazed trees; in Yellowstone, trees bear orange metal tags; on rocky moraines look for cairns.

The wonders and solitude of the remote backcountry make it well worth hauling in overnight gear. Both parks offer backpacking trips for all fitness levels, taking you to remote meadows, mountain crests or backcountry fishing spots. Backcountry permits are not necessary for day hikes anywhere but are required for overnight trips in Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks.



FAMILY ADVENTURES

Kids and adults alike can challenge themselves on rope bridges and soaring through the air on ziplines at Yellowstone Aerial Adventures.

Watch villains get what’s coming to them during the mock shoot-out at Cody’s Irma Hotel.

Have a laugh at the sulfurous, belching mud pots at the Artist Paint Pots and then head to Madison Valley to look for bison.

Go for a family-friendly hike to String Lake. On hot days, you can cool off with a dip in the shallow waters.

Take a boat ride on Jackson Lake, followed by a picnic on the shoreline.

Have fun exploring the Museum of the Rockies, with its massive dinosaur skeletons and planetarium shows.



On the Water

Vast Yellowstone Lake offers access to the most remote reaches of the park, but is a serious endeavor; Bridge Bay Marina offers boat shuttles to get you started. For an easier paddle, consider a sea kayak tour of West Thumb Geyser Basin from Grant Village.

Grand Teton’s Jackson Lake offers scenic backcountry paddling, with several islands to explore and boat-only access to hiking trails in the little-visited northwest corner. Novice and family paddlers favor String and Leigh Lakes, both of which are perfect for stand-up paddleboarding (SUPs), while Lewis Lake in Yellowstone is a good family choice. Wildlife watching is superlative on Grand Teton's Two Ocean Lake.

At Colter Bay in Grand Teton, you can rent canoes, but they can’t go far because trips are limited to the bay. For a longer trip, it’s best to rent from an outdoor shop such as Adventure Sports at Moose.
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Kayaking, Snake River | Stacy Funderburke/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Winter Activities

Though it's an increasingly popular season, winter still only attracts a fraction of summer’s visitor numbers, giving you the sense that you are being let in on a park secret. Winter sports are a go from the end of November to April, though February and March generally offer the best snow conditions.

In Yellowstone, shuttles offer ski drops in Mammoth and Old Faithful. Stay off the groomed roads meant for motorized travel. Otherwise, skiers will find ungroomed backcountry trails with orange markers.

Grand Teton National Park grooms 14 scenic miles of track between the Taggart-Bradley Lakes parking area and Signal Mountain. Trails are usually marked with orange flags. Backcountry skiers must take more precautions: avalanches are a major hazard in the canyons and upper areas of the Tetons.


Alternative Adventures

ROCK CLIMBING

Go for a rewarding climb up Baxter’s Pinnacle in Cascade Canyon with the renowned Exum Mountain Guides.

RAFTING

Bounce along the rapids while holding tight to your paddle on a white-water rafting trip along the Yellowstone River.

SKIING

Get your fill of thrilling downhill skiing on the legendary powder-filled slopes of Big Sky.

VIA FERRATA

Test your mettle while clambering up metal rungs on the via ferrata at Jackson Hole Mountain Resort.

FLY-FISHING

Strap on wading boots and follow your guide into crystal-clear streams on an excursion with Big Sky Anglers.

CYCLING

Rent a bike in Jackson Hole and make the scenic 20-mile ride up to Jenny Lake.

HORSEBACK RIDING

Climb into the saddle and travel through mountain landscapes on a ride with Turpin Meadow Ranch.





ACTION AREAS

Where to find Yellowstone & Grand Teton National Parks' best outdoor activities.
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YELLOWSTONE & GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARKS

THE GUIDE

Chapters in this section are organised by hubs and their surrounding areas. We see the hub as your base in the destination, where you’ll find unique experiences, local insights, insider tips and expert recommendations. It’s also your gateway to the surrounding area, where you’ll see what and how much you can do from there.
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YELLOWSTONE: GEYSER COUNTRY & THE WEST
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EARTH'S GREATEST CONCENTRATION OF GEYSERS

More than half the world's geysers are found in this otherworldly corner of Yellowstone.
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Yellowstone’s geyser country holds the park’s most spectacular geothermal features, within the densest concentration of geysers on the planet – over 200 spouters in less than 2 sq miles. It is Geyser Country that makes the Yellowstone plateau utterly and globally unique.

Old Faithful is just one of many highlights here. There are also many geysers lining the Firehole River, the aquatic backbone of the basin, whose tributaries feed 21 of the park’s 110 waterfalls. Both the Firehole and Madison Rivers offer superb fly-fishing, and the meadows along them support large wildlife populations.

The most famous geysers always attract a crowd, but sometimes it’s the smaller features that are the most interesting. The smaller geysers make up for their lack of size with great names, such as North Goggles, Little Squirt, Gizmo, Spanker, Spasmodic, Slurper and Bulger. The drive from Madison to Old Faithful takes you right through the heart of Geyser Country.

Geyser gazing aside, the region also has plenty of trails for leaving the pavement behind and immersing yourself in Yellowstone’s wilderness. There are short hikes up to scenic overlooks and to glittering waterfalls as well as longer trails that take you deep into the backcountry past little-seen thermal features and serene lakes.

Get the lowdown on the area’s attractions at the Old Faithful Visitor Education Center, which also has a worthwhile museum, and is surrounded by other essential infrastructure, including restaurants, shops and lodging.
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Bison, Madison River Valley | Gjeterhund Photography/shutterstock ©


THE MAIN AREAS

OLD FAITHFUL & THE UPPER GEYSER BASIN

World-famous geysers.

MADISON VALLEY

Wildlife watching and panoramic views.

NORRIS GEYSER BASIN

Yellowstone's hottest, oldest thermal area.

BECHLER REGION

Adventures in the remote southwest.




Find Your Way

In the southwestern corner of Yellowstone, Geyser Country has a dense collection of geothermal features packed in a relatively small space. The hotels of Old Faithful make the closest base, though there’s also camping in nearby Madison or budget-friendly lodging in West Yellowstone.
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Plan Your Time

Most people are here to see (and film) geysers in action, though you’ll also find rewarding hikes in the area as well as wildlife watching.
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Norris Geyser Basin | Diegomezr/shutterstock ©


Pressed for Time

• Take a morning walk along the Geyser Basin and stroll out to Morning Glory Pool, passing other steaming features along the way. Later stop in the Old Faithful Visitor Education Center to peruse exhibits on the science behind the geothermal drama. Cap the day with an afternoon drink from the upper deck of the Old Faithful Inn.




A Long Weekend

• After an in-depth look at the Upper Geyser Basin, make your way north to Black Sand Basin, Biscuit Basin, the Grand Prismatic Spring and Fountain Paint Pot. In the afternoon, look for wildlife in the Madison Valley. On day two, hit the trail, making the trek out to Lone Star Geyser or the Queen's Laundry.



SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS

SPRING

Look for the calves (bison, elk) while exploring the boardwalks and valley overlooks. Ice and snow still cling to trails.

SUMMER

Enjoy the magnificent display of wildflowers in the meadows and on the backcountry trails.

FALL

Aspens dapple the forests with yellow and golden leaves. Listen for bugling elk from late August to early November.

WINTER

Bitter cold and ample snow arrives from December through March. Look for animal tracks just off the boardwalks.




OLD FAITHFUL & THE UPPER GEYSER BASIN
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Old Faithful is just one of 500 geysers in Yellowstone, but its great size and reliable eruptions have made it the most famous geyser on earth, not to mention the must-see attraction when visiting the park. More than just a recognizable highlight, Old Faithful served as a strong impetus for establishing the national park back in 1872.

During the 1870 exploration of the region led by Washburn, Langford and Doane, Old Faithful was the first geyser named by the group and it was used in the early not-so-enlightened days of the park as a laundry, with clothing dumped into the spring ending up thoroughly washed by the boiling eruption (cotton materials fared better than woolen clothing, which would often be torn to shreds).

Surrounding Old Faithful are numerous other geothermal features, from bubbling mud pots to hissing fumaroles. You could easily spend a full day exploring the boardwalk trails here as well as other geothermal sites nearby.
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TOP SIGHTS

1 Old Faithful

SIGHTS

2 Aurum Geyser

3 Beauty Pool

4 Beehive Geyser

5 Blue Star Spring

6 Castle Geyser

7 Chinese Spring

8 Chromatic Pool

9 Comet Geyser

10 Crested Pool

11 Daisy Geyser

12 Doublet Pool

13 Fan Geyser

14 Geyser Hill

15 Giantess Geyser

16 Grand Geyser

17 Grotto Geyser

18 Lion Geyser Group

19 Morning Glory Pool

20 Mortar Geyser

21 Observation Hill

22 Old Faithful Inn

23 Plume Geyser

24 Anemone Geyser

25 Riverside Geyser

26 Sawmill Geyser

27 Spasmodic Geyser

28 Splendid Geyser

29 Vault Geyser

30 Yellowstone Tribal Heritage Center

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

31 Mallard Lake Trailhead

INFORMATION

32 Old Faithful Visitor Information Center




TOP TIP

Check the latest Old Faithful estimated eruption time at the visitor center as soon as you arrive in the area and then plan your activities accordingly. It’s worth browsing the visitor center's exhibitions first, to give you a deeper appreciation of the science behind nature’s powerful shows.
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Understanding Geothermal Features

FASCINATING EARTH SCIENCE EXHIBITS

The environmentally friendly Old Faithful Visitor Education Center is all about the thermal features at Yellowstone, exploring the differences between geysers, hot springs, fumaroles and mud pots, and explaining why there are no geysers in Mammoth (hint: the water is simply not hot enough). There are fascinating displays that help bring nature’s power into full focus – like fragments of the Pork Chop Geyser that explosively erupted in 1989. You can also see the smooth, almost porcelain-like texture of silica buildup in the underground network, and learn about some of the record-breaking events in the park: one geyser trail was closed in 2003 as the ground temperature approached boiling point.

Another section delves into the extraordinary discoveries made in the geyser area. Until the second half of the 20th century, no one imagined life could survive in the inhospitable, high-temperature conditions amid the geysers and hot pools. Then in the 1960s, a visiting microbiologist discovered a new species of microorganism that thrived in the hot temperatures. Named Thermus Aquaticus, the microbe has played a pivotal role in the booming biotech industry, with new discoveries continuing to be unearthed.

Yellowstone Lake also gets some coverage. A video shows some of the unique features of the lake bottom, with its spire, craters and hot-water vents. You can see photos of the so-called Fishing Cone, a bubbling pool where some fishers would cook their catch just seconds after hooking it. Kids will enjoy the hands-on Young Scientist displays, which include a working laboratory geyser. Plenty of exhibits also delve into Yellowstone’s wildlife.

Exploring Geyser Hill

EYE-CATCHING ERUPTIONS NEAR OLD FAITHFUL

Old Faithful gets all the attention, but there are countless other geothermal wonders, many of which require no waiting around. From Old Faithful, follow the inner boardwalk counterclockwise and take the bridge across the Firehole River. Take the branch off to the left and you’ll soon reach the 0.6-mile loop that leads past a diverse array of simmering pools and steaming fountains.

Even before you reach Geyser Hill, you’ll encounter some surprises. Not far from Old Faithful is the unmarked Chinese Spring, named after an Asian (actually Japanese) laundry that once operated here. Dirty clothes were put into the spring along with soap, and the owners waited for the clothes to fly out, apparently clean, in an induced eruption. Don’t try a repeat performance, unless you want a citation.
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Near the bridge, riverside Blue Star Spring was the site of a macabre incident in winter of 1996–97, when a young bison fell into the boiling waters and died, causing the pool to smell like beef soup for days.

Seepage from Giantess Geyser and Vault Geyser has created geyserite terraces that look like scaled relief maps. Giantess springs to life between two and six times a year, though when active the geyser erupts twice hourly for up to 40 hours. The surrounding area shakes from underground steam explosions just before it erupts. Vault Geyser was inactive for a decade until bursting back into life in 1998.

Doublet Pool is known for its deep-blue color, thin scalloped geyserite border and the occasional thumping that emanates from collapsing steam and gas bubbles deep underground. Aurum Geyser (aurum means gold in Latin) is thought to be connected somehow to water deposits in the meadow behind it. There are some lovely disc-shaped formations here. It erupts to 20ft every 2½ to five hours.

The Lion Geyser Group is a gathering of four interconnected geysers (two lions and two cubs), whose eruptions are preceded by a roar, hence the name. Heart Spring is said to resemble the shape of a human heart.

Beehive Geyser erupts twice a day, rising up to 200ft through its 4ft-high cone-shaped nozzle, with a jet engine-like whoosh. It’s the second- or third-tallest regularly active geyser in the park and is a regular crowd-pleaser. Beehive has an ‘indicator’ – a smaller vent that, when active, signals the main eruption. The park keeps tabs on projected eruption times (check the website geysertimes.org) and will make announcements inside the visitor center when it’s about to go off.

Erupting every 20 minutes, Plume Geyser is one of the easiest geysers to catch. It’s also one of the basin’s youngest geysers, created by a steam explosion in 1922. Interestingly, its eruptions seem to have different phases by night and day.

Nearby Anemone Geyser erupts every 10 minutes or so, and offers the chance to see the full cycle of an eruption, from the pool filling, overflowing, bubbling up and finally shooting skyward, 6ft into the air. Afterward, the water rushes back underground with a gurgling sound.


LOCAL EXPERT: THE COEUR D’ALENE
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Photographer Theresa White sheds light on the origin of her tribe's name. www.theresawhitephotography.com

French fur traders called us 'Coeur d’Alene' (meaning 'heart like an awl') because they found us difficult to trade with. And so we took that as a point of pride, of honor, but our traditional name is Schitsu’umsh. It means ‘those who are found here.’ We lived right there on the edge of Coeur d’Alene Lake (present-day Idaho). We weren’t real nomadic. We did travel into the park once a year for hunting so that’s how our tribe used the area. Now we just come hunting for animals to see and take photos of them.



WHERE TO STAY NEAR OLD FAITHFUL

Old Faithful Inn

Variety of rooms in a historic log-walled inn with a frenetic lobby that quiets by night. $$$

Old Faithful Snow Lodge

Modern but cookie-cutter rooms as well as pine-walled Frontier cabins with showers only. $$$

Old Faithful Lodge Cabins

A 1920s-era design with a mix of modern and rustic cabins, some with private bathrooms. $$$


RANGER-LED WALKS

From late May through early September, park rangers lead 1½-hour walks of Geyser Hill daily at 8:30am. Along the way, you’ll learn about the extraordinary geothermal features at work here and get an overview of the park’s volcanic past. Scientists continue to learn about new aspects of complex plumbing hidden beneath the ground, and you can supplement your walk with a tour of the exhibitions in the visitor center. The rangers have a deep knowledge of their corner of Yellowstone and they can shed light on wildlife sightings in the area as well as suggest lesser-visited places to explore. Tours meet outside the Old Faithful Visitor Education Center (on the geyser side).



BEST FREE PARK ACTIVITIES

Guided Walks

Taking a guided ranger-led hike, walk or snowshoe excursion.

Amphitheater Presentation

Getting new insights into geology, wildlife or the cosmos during an evening talk.

Old Faithful Inn Tour

Learning about life for the early visitors to the park on a guided wander through the inn.

Ice Skating

Carving up the ice at rinks adjacent to Old Faithful Snow Lodge and Mammoth Hot Springs.

Films

Gaining deeper insight into the park while watching films screened in the Old Faithful Visitor Education Center.

Geyser Gazing

Relaxing on the upstairs deck while waiting for the big one to erupt at the Old Faithful Inn.


WHERE TO EAT & DRINK NEAR OLD FAITHFUL

Old Faithful Inn Bear Paw Deli

Grab a meal to go and head up to the observation deck for Old Faithful views. $

Old Faithful Inn Dining Room

Expansive lunch and dinner buffets served in an elegant log-cabin-style interior. $$$

Bear Pit Lounge

Hidden behind the fireplace, the welcoming bar is a cozy spot for an après-geyser cocktail.



Get Your Thrill on Observation Hill

ENJOY A DIFFERENT OUTLOOK

For an alternative view of the Old Faithful eruption, or for a pre- or post-eruption overview of the entire basin, follow a branch trail from the Firehole River up a couple of hundred vertical feet to Observation Point. From here you can descend to Solitary Geyser to rejoin the boardwalk for a 1.1-mile loop.

Solitary Geyser started off as a hot spring until it was diverted into a swimming pool in 1915 (the pool was dismantled in 1950). The lowering of the water level turned the spring into a geyser, triggering eruptions that continue to this day, even though water levels have returned to normal. Small sudden bursts occur every four to eight minutes.

Boardwalk Bubblers

ERUPTIONS IN THE UPPER GEYSER BASIN

Before or after you explore Old Faithful and Geyser Hill, you can head northwest along a boardwalk trail that leads past over a dozen other unique features. Take the paved trail leading up from the Old Faithful Inn, and you’ll soon reach Castle Geyser. The huge cone, resembling a bleached sand castle, attests to its status as the oldest geyser in the region, somewhere between 5000 and 15,000 years old (and built atop an even older spring). Castle goes off every 14 hours or so and can be predicted to within two hours – times are posted beside the geyser. The liquid-y eruption (reaching heights of 75ft) is followed by a noisy 30-minute steam phase, as the heat and steam energy long outlast the water supply.
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Castle Geyser | Kenneth Keifer/shutterstock ©

Nearby, 42ft-deep Crested Pool is almost constantly boiling, at temperatures of around 200°F (93°C) with water thrown up to 6ft in the air. This is one of the best places to get overviews of the basin.

Crossing the Firehole River, turn right to take in Spasmodic Geyser, which is in full activity roughly a third of the time and erupts from more than 20 vents. Next to it, Sawmill Geyser shares a similar eruption schedule, but its extents are highly variable. Peer inside to see the origin of its name, as water spins violently in its crater like a circular saw.
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Sawmill Geyser | Fedor Selivanov/shutterstock ©

Turn around and continue on the boardwalk up the opposite direction to reach Grand Geyser, ranking as the world’s tallest predictable geyser (150ft to 180ft). It spews in bursts every eight hours or so and lasts about 10 to 12 minutes. It will often pause after nine minutes and then restart after a minute or so; the subsequent bursts are typically the most spectacular. Grand is a fountain geyser, not a cone like Old Faithful. Nearby Turban Geyser acts as a trigger for Grand and, along with Vent Geyser, continues to rage for one to two hours after Grand subsides.

The boardwalk leads across the Firehole once again en route to Chromatic Pool and Beauty Pool. These strikingly colorful features are linked, so when one drops the other rises. A few paces further you’ll find Giant Geyser, which produces stupendous eruptions but may be dormant for decades. It erupted more than 50 times in 2007, then has gradually tapered off since then (its last eruption was in 2019). Eruptions can last an hour, reach heights of 180ft to 250ft and expel an astonishing 1 million gallons of hot water. The cessation of otherwise continuous Bijou Geyser nearby signals an imminent eruption of Giant Geyser.

After Giant, keep an eye out for Grotto Geyser. This one erupts every eight hours for anywhere between one and 10 hours. The cone takes its weird shape from trees that have been encased in deposits of siliceous sinter. Increased activity in Grotto generally means less activity in Giant Geyser.

On the opposite bank of the Firehole, you can’t miss the Riverside Geyser, one of the region’s most photogenic facets. If you’re lucky, you might catch one of its amazing eruptions, when a 75ft column of water arcs into the Firehole River, often capped by a rainbow. Twenty-minute outpourings occur about every six hours; water spilling over the cone signals an eruption within the next two hours.


You’ll cross the Firehole River yet again to reach Fan and Mortar. These riverside geysers erupt infrequently but in unison, with Fan bursting water out of 17 individual jets. Next comes beautiful Morning Glory Pool, from where hard-core geyser gazers can follow a walking trail to several minor features such as Artemisia Geyser (another 0.4 miles), named for its similarity to the color of sagebrush (artemisia), and nearby Atomizer Geyser, named for the large amounts of fine spray-like mists that follow its minor eruptions.

Heading back toward Old Faithful, take the paved trail. Off on the right, a spur trail loops around past Daisy Geyser. The predictable Daisy Geyser lets loose at an angle up to 75ft every three hours or so and can be predicted to within 45 minutes, except when nearby Splendid Geyser erupts. Splendid is one of the largest in the region but erupts irregularly – apparently sometimes triggered by a change in atmospheric pressure, which slightly reduces the pool’s boiling point. Don’t confuse Daisy with the larger, constantly splashing cone of Comet Geyser. All three geysers are linked by underground chambers.

You can return to your starting point along the paved trail (passing Round and Orange Springs along the way), or reconnect with the boardwalk just north of the turnoff to Daisy Geyser.


MORNING GLORY POOL

A steamy favorite that’s well worth the walk, beautiful Morning Glory Pool is named after its likeness to its namesake flower. Unfortunately, the pool is slowly changing temperature and, therefore, color, due to the tons of trash thrown into it by past visitors (the main access road to Old Faithful passed by the pool until 1971). The refuse diminishes circulation and accelerates heat loss. As the pool cools, orange bacteria spreads from its sides, replacing the gorgeous blue tones.

In 1950 park staff induced an eruption to empty and clean the spring, pulling out US$86.27 in pennies, 76 handkerchiefs, several towels, socks, shirts and underwear.



WHERE TO EAT NEAR OLD FAITHFUL

Old Faithful Lodge Cafeteria

Barbecue, gyros and grain bowls (including veg options) with views of Old Faithful. $

Old Faithful Snow Lodge Geyser Grill

Counter-service spot with burgers (veggie too), bison bratwurst, salads and soup. $

Old Faithful Snow Lodge Obsidian Dining Room

Upscale regional fare like elk ravioli, fried quail, bison short rib and Idaho red trout. $$$

Geyser-Gazing Strategies

INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF SEEING AN ERUPTION

Predictions are made for the region’s six main geysers – Old Faithful, Grand, Castle, Riverside, Daisy and the Lower Geyser Basin’s Great Fountain – and these are also posted at Old Faithful Lodge, Old Faithful Inn and the Madison Junior Ranger Station. You can also get this information on the National Park Service (NPS)app, on the @GeyserNPS Twitter feed, by phone at 307-344-2751 or at geysertimes.org.
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Geyser Basin | Danita Delimont/shutterstock ©

Budget at least half a day to see the area around Old Faithful, and a whole day to see all the geyser basins, though you could easily spend a day or two more if you catch the geyser-gazing bug. If time is tight, concentrate on Upper and Midway Geyser Basins and skip Biscuit and Black Sand Basins.


BEST BACK-COUNTRY THERMAL FEATURES

It's great to see iconic geysers, but equally rewarding to explore an off-trail thermal basin. With a bit of legwork, you'll likely have the following backcountry secrets to yourself.

Shoshone Geyser Basin

Lakeshore basin best visited on a multiday backpacking or canoe trip.

Washburn Hot Springs

En route from Mt Washburn to Canyon's Glacial Boulder trailhead.

Mr Bubbles

The king of backcountry soaks, in Bechler.

Howard Eaton Trail

Explore Mammoth's terraces and vents from the back side.




Getting Around

Boardwalk trails (most of which are accessible) can be icy and slippery outside of the summer, so consider investing in a pair of traction devices. A walking stick is also handy wherever you roam.





TOP SIGHT
Old Faithful

While not the tallest or even the most predictable geyser in the park, Old Faithful is the poster child for Yellowstone and a consistent crowd-pleaser. Every 1½ hours or so the geyser spouts some 8000 gallons of water up to 180ft in the air. It’s worth hanging around to view the eruption from several locations for the complete experience.
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GEYSER GAZING

Scan this QR code for predicted eruption times
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Timing

For more than 75 years, the geyser faithfully erupted every hour or so – one reason for the name the Washburn expedition gave it in 1870. The average time between shows these days is 1½ hours and getting longer, though this has historically varied between 45 and 110 minutes. The average eruption lasts around four minutes, though the duration can range from 90 seconds to five minutes. The water temperature is normally 204°F (95°C), and the steam is about 350°F (176°C). The longer the eruption, the longer the recovery time. Rangers correctly predict eruptions to within 10 minutes about 90% of the time. And no, Old Faithful has never erupted on the hour.

Old Faithful Visitor Education Center

Get insight into the inner works below the earth’s surface while perusing the exhibitions at the visitor center. You can also find out predicted eruption times for both Old Faithful and other prominent geysers in the park. Park rangers are on hand to answer questions about the area, and they often make announcements when other eruptions are imminent. During the summer, rangers lead guided walks around Old Faithful.


DON’T MISS

Looped boardwalk

The spectacular eruption

Views from the Old Faithful Inn Observation Deck

Guided tour around the Old Faithful Inn

Native American culture in the Yellowstone Tribal Heritage Center

Old Faithful Visitor Education Center



Old Faithful Historic District

A 0.7-mile boardwalk loops around Old Faithful, which is overlooked by a handful of buildings off in the distance. These make up the so-called Old Faithful Historic District, with old-fashioned wooden structures dating back to the 1920s.

Don’t miss the Old Faithful Inn. Designed by Seattle architect Robert C Reamer and built in 1904, this building has log rafters above a seven-story lobby that rises above 65ft. The chimney of the central fireplace (actually eight fireplaces combined) contains more than 500 tons of rhyolite rock. Grab a seat in the lobby and take in the finely crafted log and wood-frame structure. You can also climb the gnarled log staircase to various levels overlooking the main floor. The Crow’s Nest, a top-floor balcony where musicians once played for dancers in the lobby below, is wonderful (but unused since 1959). Look also for the huge popcorn popper and fire tools at the back of the fireplace. The 2nd-floor observation deck offers the chance to enjoy fine views of the Old Faithful geyser while enjoying a drink and a bit of fresh air (the covered deck also keeps out the rain and snow on dreary days). The lobby hosts local artists and authors, who answer questions and do book signings. Free 45-minute Historic Inn tours depart from the fireplace at various times throughout the day, with animated guides bringing the past to life.

Yellowstone Tribal Heritage Center

One of the newest features just off the Old Faithful boardwalk pays homage to the region’s associated tribal nations. Some 27 different groups have significant ties to Yellowstone, with hunters and gatherers here for over 11,000 years. From mid-May through mid-October, Indigenous artists, historians and craft makers give presentations and demonstrations here. You might see an exhibition of beadwork, photography or moccasin making. There are also performances – storytelling, drumming, dancing – as well as food demonstrations and other activities.


HIKE TO MALLARD LAKE

If you need a break from the crowds, immerse yourself in nature on one of several memorable hikes in the area. The out-and-back trail (7 miles round trip) climbs steadily to Mallard Lake from the southeast side of the Old Faithful Lodge cabins and takes you across the Firehole River and past Pipeline Hot Springs up to peaceful views of the lakeshore.




TOP TIPS

• You can access Old Faithful 24 hours a day. Go early in the morning or late in the afternoon for fewer crowds.

• For an alternative view of the geyser and a fine perspective over the basin, make the short hike up to Observation Hill.

• Make it a full-day experience by visiting Old Faithful as well as the many other geysers in the area; start with Geyser Hill then follow the boardwalk trail out to other distant geothermal features (like Morning Glory).

• Get the lowdown on the day’s predicted eruptions at geysertimes.org, or by calling 307-344-2751.







Beyond Old Faithful & the Upper Geyser Basin
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Outside of the spouters of the Upper Geyser Basin, you’ll find a dazzling array of other geothermal attractions.


If you’re heading to Old Faithful from the north, you’ll pass a number of other blockbuster geothermal sites along the way. A short drive from the turnoff at Madison Junction leads to the Fountain Paint Pot with its mud pots, geysers and colorfully fringed hot springs. Keep following the Firehole River – its banks smoking from thermal activities in places – to reach the Lower Geyser Basin, which is famous for the Grand Prismatic Spring, another must-see sight in Yellowstone.

Further along, Biscuit Basin offers another extraordinary slice of Yellowstone as does nearby Black Sand Basin. Geothermal activity peaks near Old Faithful, but if you continue along the Grand Loop Rd, to reach the trailhead to Lone Star Geyser, there is a fascinating site accessible only on foot or bicycle. Keep going to cross the Continental Divide and yet more smoking wonders at West Thumb.
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Continental Divide, Isa Lake | Rui Serra Maia/shutterstock ©


TOP TIP

Bison are sometimes spotted in the geyser basins. Keep a heathy distance: these animals have sometimes charged visitors who’ve gotten too close.




Primordial Views at Black Sand Basin

BRILLIANT COLORS FROM GEOTHERMAL ACTIVITY

Formed from weathered volcanic glass (obsidian), the eponymous black sand covers a swath of this geyser basin just 1 mile northwest of Old Faithful. Following the boardwalk trail, you’ll immediately pass unusual features. Off to the right glimmers the Opalescent Pool, where runoff from another hot spring flooded this once dry area, killing the trees.

Nearby, Cliff Geyser is named for the geyserite wall that separates the geyser from Iron Spring Creek and is a periodic gusher, sometimes erupting as high as 40ft.

Further along the boardwalk, Emerald Pool looks like an exotic flower with a lovely orange lip and gets its pretty color from yellow bacteria and the blue reflected from the sky. Rainbow Pool is connected underground to nearby Sunset Lake and is one of the more colorful in the park, though it's hard to see. The ground under the boardwalks here is literally boiling.

Unsigned Handkerchief Pool, just to the south of Rainbow Pool, was once one of Yellowstone’s most famous features. Visitors would place a handkerchief in the pool and watch it get sucked down and then spat out ‘clean’ through a side vent. The pool stopped functioning in the 1920s after a visitor decided to jam logs into the opening (illegal today), but it has since restored itself.

You can reach this area by car, stopping before or after a visit to Old Faithful. Or better yet, come here on foot by following the mile-long trail from Daisy Geyser in the Upper Geyser Basin. For more insight, join one of the ranger-led walks that typically happen around lunchtime during the summer months.
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ESSENTIAL GEYSER READING

Windows into the Earth (Smith and Siegel)

Delves into the geological drama that shapes Yellowstone and Grand Teton.

Roadside Geology of Yellow-stone (Fritz and Thomas)

Companion for understanding the park’s geologic and volcanic back story.

The Geysers of Yellowstone (T Scott Bryan)

Field guide that describes in detail over 500 of the park’s geothermal features.


BISCUIT BASIN

Two miles north of Black Sand Basin, Biscuit Basin is named for biscuit-like deposits that surrounded stunning Sapphire Pool, but these were destroyed during violent eruptions that followed the nearby 1959 Hebgen earthquake. The main features here are deep Jewel Geyser, which erupts every 10 minutes or so, with beautifully delicate formations, and Shell Spring, which is shaped like a clamshell and linked underground. Mustard Spring was named for its iron-oxide-induced dark-yellow color.

A half-mile hiking and cycling trail leads from across the highway to Upper Geyser Basin’s Daisy Geyser and a hiking-only path crosses the road to lead to Artemisia and Atomizer Geysers in the Upper Geyser Basin.





WALKING TOUR
Hiking to Fairy Falls & Imperial Geyser
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Tucked away in the northwestern corner of the Midway Geyser Basin, 197ft Fairy Falls is a popular hike, largely because it’s only a short trip from Old Faithful. Beyond Fairy Falls the trail continues to a hidden thermal area at the base of the Twin Buttes, two conspicuous bald hills that offer fine views. Along the way, you’ll also pass one of Yellowstone’s most photogenic geothermal features.


1 Grand Prismatic Spring

The hike starts out with a bang. After 0.8 miles, you’ll get an eyeful of one of Yellowstone’s icons: the Grand Prismatic Spring. You can’t reach the boardwalk from this trail, but you can head along a newer side trail to your left for 400yd up a gentle ascent for one of the park's greatest views: an astonishing bird’s-eye vista of the famous spring, which from this angle looks like a giant blue eye weeping exquisite multicolored tears.

The Hike Back on the wide main trail, continue 0.3 miles to a junction and turn left onto the narrower Fairy Creek Trail.
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Imperial Geyser | Kit Leong/shutterstock ©

2 Fairy Falls

At 197ft, Fairy Falls is the park’s seventh-highest waterfall, but the wispy volume of water is hardly on par with the falls on the Yellowstone River. Still, patterned streaks of white water blanket the dark lower rocks, and clumps of raspberries and fireweed flourish around a pretty pool, which makes for a fine swimming hole on a hot and sticky summer day.

The Hike After crossing a footbridge over Fairy Creek, the trail continues 0.7 miles northwest. Be sure to take the left fork as you emerge from the forest.

3 Spray Geyser & Imperial Geyser

After a crowd-filled start, you’re likely to have these two nearby geysers all to yourself. The plume of Spray Geyser is a near constant, with frequent eruptions up to a height of 6ft or 8ft. Nearby, Imperial Geyser plays almost perpetually, projecting blasts of water up to 20ft into its large blue pool fringed by brightly colored algae.

The Hike From here, you can either make the return journey or hike up the buttes for glorious views over the valley.

4 Twin Buttes

The two prominent hills off in the distance lie near the western edge of the Yellowstone caldera. If you care to climb onto the buttes, head up the hillside trail behind Imperial Geyser. After discovering the collection of five or so lily-choked ponds hidden in a hollow between the two summits, you can continue to either summit, though the right-hand hill is the more appealing. Views to the east encompass the Lower and Midway Geyser Basins, while to the west the trail-free Madison Plateau stretches off toward the park boundary. Retrace your steps to the Fairy Falls trailhead.





GEYSER GAZING ON FIREHOLE LAKE DRIVE
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This short drive begins about 1.2 miles south of 1 Fountain Paint Pot and takes you past geysers, steaming lakes and a small waterfall. The first sight you’ll see on this 2-mile one-way road will be the 2 Firehole Spring off to your left. There’s a pullout where you can get out and have a look at this bubbling, steaming hot spring. A short hop from here is 3 Surprise Pool, a dark blue spring surrounded by a crusty white sinter. It lies near the road’s premier attraction, the 4 Great Fountain Geyser, which typically soars around 100ft (occasionally as high as 200ft) in a series of wide staccato bursts every 12 hours or so. Eruption times are predicted by the Old Faithful Visitor Education Center to within a couple of hours, and you’ll often find people waiting with a picnic lunch. Before you reach the next bend in the road, you’ll spot 5 White Dome Geyser. The huge 30ft cone indicates this geyser has been erupting for several hundred years. Sinter deposits have clearly impeded its impact over the centuries as its eruptions typically top out around 30ft or so. These happen roughly every 30 minutes. On the left, 6 Pink Cone Geyser gets its pinkish-red color from manganese-dioxide deposits. At the next parking area, you’ll see 7 Firehole Lake, a large hot spring ringed by several small geysers, including the raging waters of Artesia Geyser. On the opposite side of the road, you’ll see Steady Geyser in near continual eruption through one of two vents and 8 Black Warrior Lake named for the water’s dark coloration. Along the short boardwalk trail, you can see the Hot Cascades, where a steaming waterfall from Black Warrior streams into Hot Lake.



Brilliant Hues of Grand Prismatic Spring

YELLOWSTONE'S MOST FAMOUS SPRING

One of the park’s most beautiful geothermal features, Grand Prismatic is not only the park’s largest and deepest hot spring – it’s also the biggest hot spring in the US. It spans some 330ft in width, and although it doesn’t look like it from the surface, the waters reach a depth of over 120ft. The extraordinary colors, however, are what make this spring so extraordinary.

The drama begins as soon as you park the car (in the Middle Geyser Basin) and walk the bridge spanning the Firehole River. You’ll notice waves of steam wafting over the water. This comes from the Excelsior Pool, a huge former geyser that blew itself out of existence in the 1880s with massive 300ft explosions of water. The pool continually discharges some 4000 gallons of boiling water a minute into the Firehole River.

Follow the boardwalk loop (the total distance is a half mile), and you’ll soon reach the Grand Prismatic Spring. Under full sun, the water appears an intense blue color, while the edges of the spring glimmer in shades of yellow, orange and ocher. The steaming waters look all the more striking against the backdrop of pine-covered hills in the distance.

After taking in the spring, the boardwalk continues past several other smaller features including Opal Pool, which is something of a miniaturized version of Grand Prismatic, with its bright colors fringing the waters. Aptly named Turquoise Pool lacks the rich shoreline hues, though its waters glow a deep blue on sunny days.
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YELLOWSTONE FACTS

Fiery Features

There are more than 10,000 hydrothermal features in Yellowstone, including more than 500 geysers.

Mammals

Yellowstone is home to the greatest concentration of mammals in the lower 48.

Waterfalls

Across the park’s 2-million-plus acres, you’ll find nearly 300 different waterfalls.


GRAND PRISMATIC SPRING OVERLOOK

The most dramatic views of the Grand Prismatic Spring are from the overlook along the Fairy Falls Trail. Find the trailhead by driving 1.3 miles south of the Grand Prismatic Spring to a small parking area. The hike to the overlook is an easy 1-mile walk to the hillside with panoramic views, although you can also make a day of it and continue on to Fairy Falls, among the park’s prettiest cascades.



Otherworldly Stroll at Fountain Paint Pot

DYNAMIC GEOTHERMAL AREA

Yellowstone’s still-active volcano manifests itself in many ways, and the power lurking beneath the earth’s surface is particularly evident along this half-mile boardwalk trail. The first feature you’ll see is Silex Spring, a smoke-spewing pool whose waters hover just below the boiling point. Note the strips of yellow, orange and russet-colored bacterial mats along the pool’s run-off. These are created by thermophiles, or heat-loving microorganisms.

Just past Silex Spring, Fountain Paint Pot is a huge bowl of plopping goop that ranks as one of the biggest in the park. The action is sloppiest in spring, with some mud pots drying up by August. The area around the thermal features is slowly being drowned in deposits, while a grassy basin beyond supports the park’s largest bison herd.

You’ll hear the hiss of fumaroles as you continue along. The sounds come from steam as well as gases of carbon dioxide and hydrogen sulfide as low-volume water comes into contact with hot rocks far below. Nearby, Red Spouter is particularly fascinating, since it acts like a muddy hot spring or even low-erupting geyser in early summer, only to become a mud pot and then a fumarole later in the year. It only appeared after the huge Hebgen Lake earthquake of 1959.

[image: jpg]

Red Spouter | Iv-olga/shutterstock ©

The next stretch of boardwalk takes you to surprisingly different features. Before descending the stairs, take in the view across this geyser area and perhaps spot a handful of eruptions happening simultaneously. Morning and Fountain Geysers are impressive but infrequent gushers. The latter drains into Spasm Geyser, which has shorter but more frequent eruptions, peaking about 20ft high. Clepsydra Geyser, meanwhile, has erupted almost constantly since the 1959 earthquake.



WALKING TOUR
Sentinel Meadows & Queen’s Laundry Geyser
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This 4.2-mile loop trail is a good choice if you fancy a bit of simple off-route trail, finding and getting some good glimpses of bison along the way. The going is flat and easy but requires some basic navigation skills. Wear waterproof boots before July, as trails can be boggy. Park at the end of Fountain Flat Dr, just off the main Grand Loop Rd.


1 Sentinel Meadows Trailhead

As you get underway, you’ll notice the soil quickly turns white, hinting at the thermal features lying ahead. Enjoy the views over this bizarre at times lunar-like landscape of Sentinel Meadows.

The Hike After crossing the bridge over the Firehole River, turn right and follow the Sentinel Meadows Trail. The route initially parallels but soon swings away from the Firehole River.

2 Geothermal Views

The trail climbs a small hill to offer views of the valley, its four smoking thermal features and a probable scattering of bison. Mound Spring is the closest and most expansive of the springs, Steep Cone is the tallest, and Flat Cone is the furthest, across the creek.

The Hike The trail ascends a second small hill before skirting around a patch of new-growth forest 1.7 miles from the trailhead.
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3 Pathfinding

Things get a bit tricky as you progress. As the main trail bends to the left to hook around the forested hill, look to the right to see the steam of Queen’s Laundry Geyser – this is your destination. Two faint trails lead here: one directly from the main trail, the other further south (a post in the ground makes a rough marker), which swings northwest, skirting the forest. Both are wet and boggy early in the season, so you'll just have to scout out the driest path.

The Hike In general, trace an arc counterclockwise to the right of the bog, staying on dry ground to get to the far northern side of the geyser, by a ruined wooden cabin.

4 Queen’s Laundry

The historic cabin is a former bathhouse, built in 1881 by park superintendent Norris as the first national-park building designed solely for public use. The geyser gets its name from the bathing costumes that used to hang to dry on strings beside the bathhouse. The deep-blue geyser (really more of a pool) drains past the bathhouse into a wide cascade. Don’t get too close to the geyser – act as if the normal boardwalks and warning signs were in place.

The Hike Back at the junction you can return the way you came.

5 Imperial Meadows

Alternatively, you continue on the main trail as it curves east, past a seasonal pond, across a bridge, over a small rise and then along the edge of Imperial Meadows, beside an open plain favored by bison.




THE CELESTINE TRAGEDY

In 1981 Celestine Pool was the site of one of the park’s most famous accidents, when a 24-year-old Californian man by the name of David Kirwan dived headfirst into the near boiling hot spring to save his dog, which had plunged into the seemingly enticing pool. The man reached the dog but was unable to bring him out, and soon he was struggling himself. A friend traveling with him came to the edge, sustaining second-degree burns on his feet as he helped him out. Kirwan’s skin was already peeling as he emerged, and he was blind. He died the next day (the dog also perished), having suffered third-degree burns across 100% of his body.



YELLOWSTONE FACTS

Hiking Trails

Over 1000 miles of hiking trails crisscross the national park, from short hops to epic 145-mile treks.

Birds

Nearly 300 bird species travel through the park, with around 185 nesting species.

Grizzlies

Around 200 grizzly bears roam the park, with another 850 or so living in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem.



RIVERSIDE HIKE TO LONE STAR GEYSER
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This easy, level riverside stroll (5 miles round trip) takes you along a former service road to one of the park’s largest backcountry geysers. If you prefer not to walk it, you can travel this paved path by bicycle. Before heading out on the trail, take a peek at the 1 Kepler Cascades, where the Firehole River speeds through a spectacular gorge. It’s a few paces from there to the 2 Lone Star trailhead. You’ll follow an old paved road (closed to cars) past a tiny weir that diverts water to Old Faithful village. The road crosses the 3 Firehole River Bridge and follows the upper Firehole River, heading upstream to the Spring Creek Trail junction (which you’ll reach around mile 1.6). The ever-present waterway and views through the pine-forest-lined banks make for a placid outing. It’s less than a mile further to reach the 4 Lone Star, a prominent 9ft-tall cone-type geyser covered in sinter of pink, brown and ivory hues. Isolated Lone Star erupts every three hours for between 15 and 30 minutes and reaches 30ft to 45ft in height, followed by a steam phase of similar length. Check the NPS logbook (in front of the geyser) to gauge exactly when the next eruption might occur – if you catch an eruption, fill in the log for future visitors. If you have time to kill, consider following the 5 Shoshone Lake Trail for 20 minutes to check out the two minor thermal areas along the Firehole River. To completely avoid the crowds, consider taking the quieter but hillier Howard Eaton Trail (OK2) from 1 mile south of the Old Faithful overpass as an alternative 5.8-mile return route. The trail joins the Shoshone Lake Trail 0.3 miles beyond Lone Star Geyser.





WALKING TOUR
North Shoshone Lake & Shoshone Geyser Basin
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Follow the Continental Divide Trail on this easy overnighter that combines a backcountry geyser basin with an unforgettable sunset beside silent Shoshone Lake. You’ll earn big bragging rights upon completing this 19.2-mile journey around one of the park’s real hidden gems. Not only is Shoshone Lake the largest backcountry lake in Yellowstone, at more than 8000 acres, it's also the largest lake in the lower 48 states not reachable by road.


1 Lone Star Geyser

The first 2.4 miles follow along the former road as part of the Lone Star Geyser hike. Although you’ve got mileage to cover, be sure to check the logbook at Lone Star Geyser to see if an eruption is imminent.

The Hike Proceed past the Lone Star Geyser, following the orange markers, and turn left after 0.3 miles at the junction with the Howard Eaton Trail.
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Lone Star Geyser | Rui Serra Maia/shutterstock ©

2 Lone Star Geyser Basin

The trail soon reaches a small thermal field of scalding-hot pools and hissing steam vents – so no, that growling isn’t a bear on the prowl! If you’re not in a hurry, this area lies near some attractive off-trail campsites, including OA2, which is right next to a hot spring.

The Hike You’ll leave the valley behind as you make the climb to Grants Pass. The ascent starts off steeply but soon levels off.


3 Grants Pass

Amid the dense greenery, with no signs marking the spot, you’ll have to use your imagination as you reach the Continental Divide at Grants Pass (8010ft). From here, it’s a pleasant, easygoing stroll along the sandy track through stands of tall, old-growth Engelmann spruce and whitebark pine.

The Hike You’ll continue your descent, making several stream crossings over rustic log bridges and passing the junction of the Bechler River Trail along the way.

4 Shoshone Geyser Basin

This area harbors over 80 different thermal features and was famously visited in 1839 by trapper Osborne Russell. The main features include Little Great Geyser, the Minute Man group, Little Bulger and the Orion group further south; its Union Geyser used to erupt to heights of 100ft. T Scott Bryan’s encyclopedic The Geysers of Yellowstone details 40 of the basin’s geysers, none of which are marked on-site. Be careful not to get too close to the brittle crust surrounding the hot springs.

The Hike You’ve reached prime backcountry campsites along the lake. Spend the night at the peninsula-located 8R5 or another site you’ve reserved in the area.

5 Shoshone Lake

On day two follow the trail as it parallels the lovely shore for half an hour before dipping back into forest. You’ll stroll past curving beachfront and meadows just inland. Early in summer you'll have to ford DeLacy Creek as it enters Shoshone Lake; consider heading inland to cross if the waters are high. The last part of the hike takes you past lily ponds and meadows along the DeLacy Creek Trail to the end of the hike, where you’ll have to arrange a shuttle back to your starting point at the Lone Star trailhead.





MYSTIC FALLS & BISCUIT BASIN HIKE
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Escape some of the geyser-gazing crowds on this pleasant, relatively flat 2.4-mile out-and-back hike that’s great for the whole family. Because of a lack of shade, the longer loop hike to the overlook is best done in the morning or late afternoon. The Biscuit Basin turnoff is 2 miles north of the Old Faithful overpass. From the parking area, head west across the 1 Firehole River Bridge and follow the 2 Biscuit Basin boardwalk loop around to the left, past several notable geysers and hot springs. Just west of Avoca Spring, the wide, sandy 3 Mystic Falls Trail (blazed but unsigned) ducks into burned lodgepole forest dotted with wildflowers. The undulating trail parallels, but does not cross, the Little Firehole River. Soon you’ll reach the signed 4 Summit Lake/Little Firehole Meadows Trail junction. From here, it’s 0.7 miles to the left on the most direct route to the falls, saving the longer overlook loop – visible on a cliff to the right – for the return trip. After another couple of minutes, a 5 second junction leads left to Summit Lake on the Continental Divide Trail but continue right to the falls. After 10 to 15 minutes the trail arrives at the bottom of the 70ft 6 Mystic Falls, where several hillside hot springs seep into the river. A series of switchbacks leads to the top of the falls. Retrace your steps to complete the family-friendly version. If you’re fit or traveling without children, you can instead choose to complete the loop (which adds a sweaty 500ft elevation gain) by continuing 0.5 miles through more burned lodgepoles to the 7 Fairy Creek/Little Firehole Meadows Trail junction. Turn right and descend to the Biscuit Basin Overlook for an expansive bird’s-eye view of the steaming Upper Geyser Basin.




Crossing the Continental Divide

FORESTS, LAKES AND WATERFALLS

The road from Old Faithful takes you over the famous Continental Divide, not once but twice on a winding 17-mile journey to West Thumb near the edge of Yellowstone Lake. A few minutes after leaving geyser country behind, you’ll reach the Kepler Cascades, where a wooden platform offers fine views of the forest-lined Firehole River as it drops some 125ft over several stages.

Just past the cascades is the parking area for the worthwhile hike or bike ride to Lone Star Geyser. The easy trail (about two hours round trip) takes you up to one of the most impressive geysers in the backcountry. Back in the car, the road climbs past Scaup Lake, a green-tinged body of water ringed by towering pines. Just around the bend, the Spring Creek picnic area makes a fine snack spot. It also lies near the site of the park’s biggest stagecoach robbery, when one lone outlaw managed to rob 17 stagecoaches in 1908.

A few minutes more along the gently curving road and you’ll reach the signpost announcing the continental divide, elevation 8262ft. There’s a small pullout where you can have a closer look at Isa Lake, a lily-covered body of water straddling the Continental Divide. After rains or snowmelt, the waters here flow into both the Atlantic and the Pacific drainages.

From the pass, the road descends to the DeLacy Creek trailhead for hikes to Shoshone Lake. Another half mile beyond the trailhead, there's a tantalizing sliver of a view toward remote Shoshone Lake. From here the road ascends back across the Continental Divide (8391ft) before finally descending to excellent views of Yellowstone Lake and the turnoff to West Thumb.
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Isa Lake | LindaTancs/getty images ©


HIKING TO SHOSHONE LAKE

The best way to get to the shores of lovely Shoshone Lake is on the three-hour (6-mile) return hike along the DeLacy Creek Trail. The meadows en route are good habitats for moose, elk, mule deer, coyotes and sandhill cranes, but bring bug repellent before August. Shoshone Lake was known at one time as DeLacy Lake, after the army engineer who 'discovered' it. Bring a picnic to eat on the lovely volcanic lakeshore beach. Backcountry site 8S3 (no wood fires) is less than 30 minutes from here if you want to make an easy overnight of it.




Getting Around

The roads are in fairly good condition, though you'll always want to stay alert for wildlife wandering across the pavement and novice visitors slamming on their brakes at the first sight of bison in the distance.






MADISON VALLEY
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Many people arriving in the park are in a rush to reach Old Faithful and the other geysers, but there are some worthwhile sights on the 15-mile stretch between West Yellowstone and the Madison Junction. The junction itself lies near the confluence of three rivers: the Madison, the Firehole and the Gibbon. From the Madison Information Station, you can gaze up at National Park Mountain (elevation 7553ft), which commemorates the spot where, in 1870, the idea of preserving Yellowstone was allegedly first mentioned.

The Madison Valley is of particular interest mainly to anglers and wildlife watchers, though all will appreciate the sublime afternoon light and active herds of deer, elk and bison. Because of the long snow-free season, many elk live in the valley year-round, while bison migrate through the valley between their winter habitat near the park’s western boundary and summer grazing in the Hayden Valley.


TOP TIP

A good place to get info on the area is at the small Madison Information Station. Built in 1930, this rustic wood and stone building is a National Historic Landmark and has exhibits about the park. The on-site ranger can advise on nearby trails and wildlife in the area.
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Bison, Madison Valley | Gjeterhund Photography/shutterstock ©


Wildlife Watching En Route to West Yellowstone

BISON AND RIVERSIDE PATHS

Two miles east of Madison, the family-friendly Harlequin Lake Trail follows a gentle incline half a mile north through pine forest to a lily-pad-covered pond. The trailhead is also a fine place to spot wildlife (including elk) in the lovely valley to the south.

Continuing east from here the road threads between volcanic bluffs, with towering Mt Haynes (8235ft) on the left and similarly sized Mt Jackson (8231ft) on the right, and past several excellent fly-fishing spots, before the valley opens up to views of the distant Gallatin Range. Look out for bison.

Named after the distance to West Yellowstone, the Seven Mile Bridge is the only crossing of the Madison River. There’s a pullout where you can stop and peer at the sparklingly clear water. There’s also a trail here that skirts along the Madison River before meeting up with the 14-mile-long Gneiss Creek Trail, where bison and elk are commonly spotted. The area south of here was transformed by the North Fork Fire, which engulfed the region in 1988.

Four miles further, Riverside Drive is a narrow, 1-mile, one-way road that’s useful for trout fishing access, family cycling or a waterfront picnic. Three miles later the Two Ribbons Trail is a 0.75-mile, wheelchair-accessible trail that takes you on a simple loop past the rushing river. Keep an eye out for the scars left by forest fires.
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Two Ribbons Trail | Nikki Yancey/shutterstock ©

Shortly after you enter Montana, about 2 miles before West Yellowstone, the unpaved Barns Hole Road to the north accesses several more fishing spots. And then, just like that, you're out of the wilderness and in the middle of bustling West Yellowstone.


COOLING OFF IN FIREHOLE CANYON

Just south of Madison Junction, you can hop onto the one-way Firehole Canyon Dr, will is a favorite late-summertime destination. The 2-mile road passes 40ft-high Firehole Falls at the foot of towering dark rhyolite cliffs, but the main attraction here is the lukewarm Firehole Swimming Area (no fee), one of the few locations in the park that’s open for swimming. The kids will love it. There are two vault toilets here but limited parking. Note that the swimming area is closed in early summer due to high runoff; a sign at the beginning of the drive indicates whether it's open.




Getting Around

Take your time enjoying the afternoon views over Madison Valley before joining the exodus to West Yellowstone. Alternatively, come in the morning for prime wildlife watching while most people are hurrying to Old Faithful and other well-known sites.






NORRIS GEYSER BASIN
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North and west of Norris Junction, the Norris Geyser Basin is North America’s most volatile and oldest continuously active geothermal area (in existence for around 115,000 years). It’s also the site of Yellowstone’s hottest recorded temperatures, where three intersecting faults underlaid by magma rise to within 2 miles of the surface.

Barely 1000ft below the ground, scientific instruments have recorded temperatures as high as 459°F (237°C). Norris is also home to the majority of the world’s acidic geysers, fed by the basin’s abundant supplies of sulfur, as well as Steamboat Geyser, considered the world's tallest active geyser. In Norris, the ground sighs, boils and rages like nowhere else on earth.

Norris’ geothermal features change seasonally, most commonly in August or September: clear pools transform into spouting geysers or mud pots and vice versa. Thermal activity is also affected by earthquake swarms and other mysterious disturbances, which generally last only a few days before things revert to ‘normal.’

[image: map]


TOP SIGHTS

1 Museum of the National Park Ranger

2 Norris Back Basin

3 Norris Geyser Basin

4 Porcelain Basin

SIGHTS

5 Black Growler Steam Vent

6 Cistern Spring

7 Congress Pool

8 Constant Geyser

9 Crackling Lake

10 Echinus Geyser

11 Emerald Spring

12 Hurricane Vent

13 Ledge Geyser

14 Norris Geyser Basin Museum

15 Pinwheel Geyser

16 Porkchop Geyser

17 Steamboat Geyser

18 Whale's Mouth

19 Whirligig Geyser

SLEEPING

20 Norris Campground




TOP TIP

Overlooking Porcelain Basin is the tiny Norris Geyser Basin Museum, which opened as the park’s first museum in 1930. Ranger-led walking tours of the basin meet here at 10am. You can also catch a short talk at Steamboat Geyser at 2:30pm. These happen daily during the summer (mid-June to late September).
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Otherworldly Views in Porcelain Basin

THE BUBBLING, PULSING EARTH

One mile of boardwalks loops through Porcelain Basin, which is named for the area’s milky deposits of siliceous sinter, also known as geyserite. The bleached basin boils and bubbles and the ash-white ground actually pulsates in places. Check out the overviews from Porcelain Terrace Overlook, near the Norris Museum.

As you descend from the museum, veer left before the continually blowing fumarole of Black Growler Steam Vent, said to be the park's hottest. As with most fumaroles, this vent is higher than the basin floor and is, thus, without a reliable supply of water. Below is the large but currently inactive Ledge Geyser.

Going clockwise, the boardwalk heads left past Crackling Lake, which bubbles like a deep-fat fryer, and the Whale’s Mouth, a gaping, blue hot spring.

The swirling waters of Whirligig Geyser and nearby Pinwheel Geyser became dramatically acidic in 2000, helping to support the green cyanidium algae and yellow cyanobacteria that create many of the stunning colors in its drainage channels. The color of these bacterial mats indicates the relative temperatures of the water, from very hot blues and whites (up to 199°F; 92°C) to cooler yellows and greens (144°F; 62°C) and even cooler beiges and dark browns (130°F to 80°F; 54°C to 26°C). Nearby Constant Geyser used to erupt every 20 minutes or so but has erupted much less frequently in recent years.

A side path leads past Hurricane Vent to Congress Pool, which appeared in 1891 – the year scientists convened in Yellowstone for a geologic congress. The corner of Porcelain Basin at the end of the boardwalk is the fastest changing and most active part of the basin and offers fine views toward Mt Holmes (10,336ft).

WHERE TO CAMP NEAR NORRIS GEYSER BASIN

Norris Campground

One of Yellowstone’s best campgrounds with forest-fringed sites overlooking the Gibbon River. $

Madison Campground

Forests, meadows and wildlife are part of the draw at this well-located campground 14 miles from Norris. $

Canyon Campground

The most densely forested campground in the park, though some sites are overly cramped. $


THE PORKCHOP GEYSER

After deposits sealed its tiny, 2in-wide vent, Porkchop Geyser exploded in 1989, blowing huge lumps of geyserite 200ft away. You can see a lump of Porkchop in the museum at the Old Faithful Visitor Education Center. The geyser once had the excellent name of Dr Morey's Porkchop Geyser.



Bubbling Beauty in Norris Back Basin

SHIMMERING POOLS AND A TOWERING GEYSER

Two miles of boardwalks and gentle trails snake through the forested Norris Back Basin. The main show here is Steamboat Geyser, the world’s tallest active geyser, which infrequently skyrockets to an awesome 380ft (over twice as high as Old Faithful). The geyser was dormant for half a century until 1961 and quiet again for most of the 1990s, but it burst back into life in 2018, with over 160 eruptions over the next five years.

Heading into Back Basin, you'll soon reach Emerald Spring, which combines reflected blue light with yellow sulfur deposits to create a striking blue-green color. For a shorter loop, take the right branch at Cistern Springs; otherwise, continue clockwise around the basin.

Near Steamboat Geyser, yellow-and-green Cistern Spring is linked to Steamboat through underground channels and empties for a day or two following Steamboat’s eruptions. The spring is slowly drowning its surroundings in geyserite deposits.

Past the eroded runoff channel of Steamboat Geyser, you'll come to dramatic Echinus Geyser, the park’s largest acidic geyser. It erupted every couple of hours until fairly recently, with spouts reaching up to 60ft and sometimes continuing for more than an hour, but these days it’s pretty quiet. You can get closer to the action here than at almost any of the park’s other geysers, and if you sit in the grandstand, you may well get wet during an eruption (kids love it). Furious bubbling signals an imminent eruption. Echinus (e-ki-nuss) is named for its spiny geyserite deposits (echinoderms include sea urchins), characteristic of acidic solutions.
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MUSEUM OF THE NATIONAL PARK RANGER

The historic 1908 log Norris Soldier Station is one of only three stations left from the era of the park's army control. Today it houses the small Museum of the National Park Ranger, which is often staffed by chatty retired NPS employees. Exhibits detail the evolution of the ranger profession from its military origins, including a fun mock-up of an old ranger cabin and bunk room. See if you can guess which future US president served as a park ranger in Canyon in 1936, before entering the oval office 38 years later.

The Gibbon River flows through meadows in front of the building, making it a pleasant place to look for wildlife. Norris Campground is right next door.




Getting Around

The parking area for Norris Geyser Basin can get packed so try to avoid visiting in the middle of the day. If you're staying at the Norris Campground, you can also take the hiking trail here (a 30-minute walk).






Beyond Norris Geyser Basin
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Outside of Norris, the roads take you through plenty of Yellowstone variety, including waterfalls, meadows and bubbling springs, with hiking trails along the way.


The geothermal epicenter of Norris lies near a key junction in the park, with roads leading north to Mammoth, south to the Madison Valley and east to the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone. Whichever direction you head, the journey is a big part of the experience, with plenty of places to take in the scenery along the way. This includes yet more geothermal features, waterfalls and some particularly appealing places for a picnic.

The Norris area was named after Philetus Norris, the park’s second superintendent (1877–82). A former trapper and soldier, Norris spent his time in Yellowstone exploring undocumented regions, blazing new trails and overseeing the construction of some of the park’s first roads, parts of which were later incorporated into the Grand Loop Rd.


TOP TIP

You'll find some prime camping in the area, including the Norris Campground and easy-to-reach backcountry sites overlooking Ice Lake.
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SCENIC DRIVE TO MADISON JUNCTION
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The 14-mile Norris to Madison Junction road quickly enters aptly named Elk Park, a fine place to spot elk and bison – you’ll likely have to navigate a car jam here. Just under 5 miles south of Norris Junction an easy 1-mile trail leads through burned forest to the fun mud pots and springs of 1 Artist Paint Pots, a family favorite. The best mud pots are in the far-right-hand corner. The road passes through 2 Gibbon Meadows with its pleasant riverside picnic area and abundant bison herds and then goes by the trailhead that leads to little-visited 3 Monument Geyser Basin, where a 2-mile round-trip hiking trail sets off for semi-dormant chimney-like cones. Next comes pretty, blue-green 4 Beryl Spring, where the rolling action of the water comes from escaping gases rather than boiling water. As the road and river descend off the Solfatara Plateau, you pass 5 Gibbon Falls, one of the park’s prettiest cascades. For the best views of the 84ft falls, you’ll have to park and walk downhill along the road. Like so many of Yellowstone’s cascades, the falls flow over hard rhyolite that marks the edge of the Yellowstone caldera. Several picnic areas follow, of which 6 Gibbon Falls picnic area is the nicest, offering views down to the river. 7 Tuff Cliff sits at the foot of a wall of rock welded together in a cloud of volcanic ash. Five miles further west a parking area on the right gives access to 8 Terrace Spring, a large pool with a rolling geyser in the corner. Two lovely hot springs above form the namesake terrace. From here, the road drops down to Madison Junction, with its campground, ranger station and panoramic valley views.





DRIVING TO CANYON VILLAGE
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The 12-mile Norris–Canyon road connects the two parts of the Grand Loop Rd across the burnt forest and cooled lava flows of the Solfatara Plateau. Just past the junction, the pleasant 1 Norris Meadows picnic area offers some fine bird-watching over the plain of the meandering Gibbon River. About 2 miles into the drive, a one-way side road branches off past 2 Virginia Cascade, which, like Gibbon Falls, lies on the caldera boundary. One story goes that the superintendent wanted to name the falls after his wife, Virginia, but the NPS was against naming park features after living people, so they compromised by naming the fall after the state of (ahem…) Virginia. The narrow 2.5-mile road follows the old stagecoach road along the Norris Cutoff and is closed to buses, trailers and RVs. Back on the main road, you'll pass through a region that suffered some of the worst devastation during the 1988 wildfires. 3 Ice Lake Trail leads 0.5 miles to the peaceful namesake lake, with a charming wheelchair-accessible backcountry campsite (4D3) on its southern shore. Sites 4D1 and 4D2 are just a mile or so from the road and make a great first backcountry site for young families, though it's best to avoid the heavy mosquito months of June and July. Camping here feels like owning your own private lake. Trails continue northeast along the border of a major burn area to Wolf Lake (3 miles) and Grebe Lake (another 1.5 miles). There are also some longer hike options to Cascade Lake. Further down the Norris–Canyon road, you’ll pass the 4 Cygnet Lakes Trailhead and then the 5 Grebe Lake and 6 Cascade Creek trailheads, which offer alternative routes through burnt forest to Grebe and Cascade Lakes.




Walking Monument Geyser Basin

LOFTY VIEWS AND GEOTHERMAL ACTIVITY

This steep but rewarding climb takes you up to a little-visited thermal feature, with fine views over Gibbon Meadows. The 2.4-mile out-and-back trail includes about 700ft of elevation gain, so take your time.

The semi-dormant chimney-like cones of Monument Geyser Basin are among the park’s tallest. There’s limited thermal action here these days (no geysers or spouters), but you’ll likely have the place to yourself.

The trail follows the Gibbon River for about half a mile. The path then heads steeply uphill for another half mile, offering fine views of Gibbon Meadows and Mt Holmes en route. The views keep getting better with every hard-earned step. You'll also have a glimpse of the volcanic cone of Gibbon Hill and the faint clouds of steam emitting from the Norris Geyser Basin off in the distance.

When you reach the top, you can catch your breath while exploring the parched landscape fringed by forest. The most prominent feature in the bleached basin is Monument Geyser.
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Observation deck, Gibbon River | Iv-olga/shutterstock ©


WHERE TO ESCAPE THE CROWDS

Bechler Region

The bone-crushing drive deters most visitors from this lush wilderness area, home to half the park’s waterfalls. Late summer is the best time.

Fossil Forest Trail

An unmarked turnoff and path lead up to fine views and several petrified tree stumps.

Imperial Geyser

Lose the crowds just 10 minutes past Fairy Falls.

Upper Geyser Basin

Come for a full-moon stroll and the geyser eruptions will seem even more magical.

Yellowstone Lake Picnic Areas

There are a few lovely lakeshore picnic tables between Bridge Bay and West Thumb – some signed, others not. Several are right on the beach.




Getting Around

It's an easygoing drive from Norris to other points in the park. If you find yourself low on fuel, Canyon Village (12 miles east) has the nearest service station.






BECHLER REGION
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Visitors must go out of their way to find the Bechler (Beck-ler) region. Located in the remote southwestern area of the park, it cannot be reached from the main entrance points or loops. Known for its numerous waterfalls and the park’s highest rainfall, the remote region, also known as Bechler Corner or Cascade Corner, is largely the preserve of hardy backpackers, outfitters and horseback riders who brave flooded streams, monster mosquitoes and boggy marshland to access beautiful backcountry with the park’s largest waterfalls and outstanding thermal soaking springs. The vast 19,700-acre meadow is home to diverse wildlife, including sandhill cranes, moose and coyotes. Early-season visits are impractical here – trails are often flooded into July and mosquitoes can be brutal along the river until the beginning of August.

Visitors en route to a hike in the region, or traveling Grassy Lake Rd, might want to detour by car or foot to the Cave Falls and its swimming hole.


TOP TIP

Waterfall obsessives should pick up The Guide to Yellowstone Waterfalls and their Discovery by Paul Rubinstein, Lee Whittlesey and Mike Stevens, for photos, maps and coordinates of over 250 waterfalls, many of them in the Bechler region. An epic trail for seeing waterfalls is the epic 34-mile (one-way) trail between Bechler Ranger Station and Old Faithful.
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BECHLER MEADOWS HIKE
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Bechler Meadows’ extensive wetlands are a wildlife magnet. Grizzlies and black bears, as well as rare waterfowl such as gray owls and great blue herons, are often spotted. Add substantial cascades to an already spectacular mix by taking the Bechler Falls side trip for a total of just under 12 miles. This route avoids all fords, but the trails can be wet through July, so bring waterproof shoes. From 1 Bechler Ranger Station, follow the Bechler Meadows Trail 3.3 miles northeast past the Boundary Creek Trail junction through lodgepole-pine forest to the 2 Bechler River/Rocky Ford Cutoff Trail junction. If it’s not too buggy, hike an extra 0.5 miles north to 3 Bechler Meadows. You will cross a wooden suspension bridge over 4 Boundary Creek past campsite 9B1. It’s an ideal spot to look for sandhill cranes and moose, or angle the waters for rainbow trout. Retrace your steps the half mile back to the junction and then continue southeast 0.7 miles past campsite 9C1 to the wide 5 Rocky Ford at the Bechler River Trail junction. Instead of fording the river, trace the river’s west bank south for 2 more miles to the 6 next junction, namely the south-leading trail to Bechler Falls and Cave Falls. From here, make the worthwhile detour downstream to 7 Bechler Falls, one of Bechler’s widest and most voluminous waterfalls. Continue east on the riverbank trail 1.5 miles to the 20ft, broad-spanning 8 Cave Falls and its refreshing swimming hole. From here, you can get picked up on Cave Falls Rd or hike back the way you came to Bechler Ranger Station (it’s 3.8 miles from here), or even cycle 5 miles on the road to the ranger station (leave a bike here en route to the ranger station).







YELLOWSTONE: MAMMOTH, TOWER-ROOSEVELT & THE NORTH
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GEOTHERMAL WONDERS AND WILDLIFE WATCHING

The great northern swath of Yellowstone packs in days of adventure, from walking boardwalk paths amid smoke-belching mud pools to wildlife watching in open river valleys.
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Mammoth Terraces | GJ-NYC/shutterstock ©

Mammoth Country is renowned for its graceful geothermal terraces and the towering Gallatin Range to the northwest. As the lowest and driest region of the park, it’s also the warmest and a good base for winter and early- or late-season activities.

The region’s Northern Range is an important wintering area for wildlife, including the park’s largest herds of elk, pronghorn, mule deer and bighorn sheep. Around half the park’s population of elk winter here, attracted by the warmer temperatures and lack of snow on many south-facing slopes due to the sun and prevailing wind. The poorly aerated and drained soil supports scant vegetation, creating dry, ‘desert-like’ conditions.

Further to the east, the geological drama from eons past has shaped the Tower-Roosevelt Region and left visible scars on the landscape. Some 50 million years ago, volcanic eruptions formed the peaks of the Absaroka Range. These violent eruptions also covered an ancient forest in ash – the evidence of which survives in the form of fossilized tree trunks. Column-like basalt formations, igneous outcroppings and volcanic breccia (blocks with angular fragments of lava) all attest to the transformative forces that shaped this corner of Yellowstone.

Nearby, the Lamar Valley is one of Yellowstone’s most famous regions when it comes to wildlife watching. The spotting possibilities are practically limitless, though many people come here hoping to spy wolves, which have successfully hunted across the valley since their reintroduction some 30 years ago.
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Grizzly bear, Lamar Valley | Frank Fichtmueller/shutterstock ©


THE MAIN AREAS

FORT YELLOWSTONE

Exhibits, park info and historic architecture.

MAMMOTH TERRACES

Steaming otherworldly features.

TOWER FALL

Majestic cascade and canyon views.

LAMAR VALLEY

Yellowstone's best wildlife watching.




Find Your Way

Easy to reach from the gateway town of Gardiner, the northern half of Yellowstone covers the key highlights on the Grand Loop Rd between Mammoth and Tower-Roosevelt, as well as the thermal features south to Norris.
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Plan Your Time

Tick off the major sites in Mammoth, Norris and Tower-Roosevelt but leave time to hike at least one trail in the region.
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Pressed for Time

• Start in historic Fort Yellowstone. Stroll the grounds and see the exhibits at the Albright Visitor Center. Afterward, head to nearby Mammoth Hot Springs for a look at photogenic geothermal features. Later drive to Norris for more mud pots and fumaroles. In the afternoon, check out Tower Fall (pictured), then look for wildlife in the Lamar Valley.




Two Days to Travel Around

• After visiting the key sites, devote a day to hiking. For an easygoing outing, stroll the Forces of the Northern Range Trailhead. More challenging but still fairly easy is the Yellowstone River Overlook hike which offers mesmerizing views. Further east, the steeper Fossil Forest Trail takes you to 30-million-old petrified tree trunks.



SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS

SPRING

Although much of the park is snowbound, the northern section remains open, and it’s a prime season for wildlife.

SUMMER

See wildflowers in bloom and the waterfalls at their most powerful. The park gets crowded, so drive cautiously.

FALL

Herds of elk and bison migrate down into the Lamar Valley. Listen out for bugling elk during the rut (mating season).

WINTER

Many facilities close but the Mammoth Hotel stays open, making it a great base for cross-country skiing and tours.




FORT YELLOWSTONE
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The US’ first national park may have been the nation’s best idea upon its founding in 1872, but for the first years of its existence, Yellowstone was indeed little more than an idea. Poachers, developers and destructive souvenir hunters caused chaos within the park borders with little fear of repercussions. When word reached Washington, the government sent in the army to get things under control.

In 1886 the First US Cavalry arrived, beginning what would be a 32-year presence in the park. While safeguarding the park for future generations, army servicepeople stayed in temporary shelters before building a permanent post in the late 1890s and early 1900s. Many of the sandstone buildings from that time live on, and they still serve as residences and offices for the park’s headquarters. The location is also ideal: from Fort Yellowstone, it’s a short walk to Mammoth Hot Springs.
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Mammoth Hot Springs | cb_travel/shutterstock ©


TOP TIP

The Albright Visitor Center is a great first stop when arriving in Yellowstone. Rangers provide loads of advice on nearby trails and attractions, and the exhibits cover history and ecology. Enjoy the free wi-fi before heading off-grid as you delve deeper into the park.





WALKING FORT YELLOWSTONE HISTORIC DISTRICT
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The decades peel away as you stand in front of the 1 Bachelor Officers’ Quarters, an impressive 1909 building where some of the single cavalry troops lived. Today it houses the Albright Visitor Center. Facing the building (just pretend the parking lot has disappeared) is the 2 parade ground, once a central part of soldierly life where troops trained and gathered for ceremonies. The long row of buildings stretching south of here were mostly 3 officers’ quarters (and are today private residences of park staff so tread respectfully). At the south end, however, was the 4 guardhouse (built in 1891 then rebuilt two decades later), capable of holding 15 prisoners. On the signpost out front, you can see a wide-eyed mug shot of George Broadbent, who served three days in the guardhouse in 1907 for poaching. You’ll have to use your imagination to picture the hospital, which once adjoined the guardhouse. Opened in 1894, the 11-bed clinic served both soldiers and tourists. Conveniently located next door was the morgue, which had a mere two-body capacity. A short hop along the road is the 5 chapel, built of native stone in 1913 and still in use today. The small church was one of the last structures built by the army and remains the best-preserved building on the fort. If you’re around on a Sunday morning, pop inside to see stained-glass windows depicting Old Faithful and Yellowstone Falls. Heading back up along the parallel walkway, you’ll pass various former residences including several sizable 6 cavalry barracks, as well as the 7 post exchange, once home to a reading room, canteen, barbershop and gymnasium. End the tour back at the 8 Albright Visitor Center to see vintage photos from the army days.






MAMMOTH TERRACES
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Northern Yellowstone’s major thermal feature is a graceful collection of travertine terraces and cascading hot pools. Some terraces are bone dry, while others sparkle with hundreds of minuscule pools, coral-like formations and a fabulous palette of colors. The miniature mountain of thermal action is in constant flux and serves as a conduit of deep volcanic forces at work. The thermal waters that feed Mammoth come from the volatile Norris Geyser Basin, some 20 miles to the south, via a large fault system that connects the two. In the early days of the park, the pools here were commercialized with visitors coming for a soak in the steaming mineral waters.

Curiously, the geothermal activity continues underground beneath the nearby parade ground down to Boiling River. An older terrace formation also runs beneath the Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel and beneath much of Fort Yellowstone with some sink holes that have appeared over the years.
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TOP SIGHTS

1Mammoth Hot Springs

SIGHTS

2Liberty Cap

3Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel

4Minerva Terrace

5Mound Spring

6Opal Terrace

7Palette Spring

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

8Beaver Ponds Trailhead

SLEEPING

9Mammoth Campground

see 3 Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel

EATING

10Mammoth Hot Springs Dining Room

11Mammoth Hot Springs General Store

12Mammoth Terrace Grill




TOP TIP

Apart from strolling the boardwalk paths that wrap around the terraces, you can get bonus views of several terraces by taking the little-traveled Howard Eaton Trail. You can even ski it in winter, when you’ll likely share the terraces with elk.





ASCENT UP SEPULCHER MOUNTAIN
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This long but varied hike takes you on a loop that offers superb views over half the park and a peek at hidden thermal features of the Mammoth Terraces. The first half of this 11.5-mile hike is a cardio workout, gaining around 3400ft before descending through meadows and forest in a long but leisurely stroll back.

Start on the same trailhead as the 1 Beaver Ponds Trail. After about 0.7 miles the Sepulcher Mountain trail branches left away from the Beaver Ponds Trail and you’ll begin a moderately steep ascent. The trail swings right and winds below the ridgeline through patches of forest and sagebrush to a 2 viewpoint overlooking Gardiner and the lower Paradise Valley, north of the park boundary. Keep your eye out for mountain goats, which are sometimes spotted in the area as you continue the ascent. The climb is tough, but worth the effort to reach the 3 Sepulcher Mountain summit (elevation 9646ft), with views of the snowcapped Tetons, some 50 miles to the south on clear days. From here, you’ll make the 4 descent, passing through open meadows and enjoying impressive panoramas. The trail runs through 5 Glen Creek Canyon with the trickling waterway on one side and great views stretched out before you. Branch left (east) on a shortcut trail to cross tiny Snow Pass (follow the electricity poles) on a winter cross-country ski trail. Along the final stretch, you’ll follow the 6 Howard Eaton Trail, which takes you around the back of the Mammoth Upper Terraces. You'll see unique geothermal features such as New Highland and Narrow Gauge Terraces. A few minutes later, you’ll pass the dramatic Mammoth Terraces and arrive back at the day’s starting point.




SNOWMOBILING

Snowmobiles are another way to experience the frozen landscape. The park service enforces a daily cap of winter vehicles, and snowmobilers have to be accompanied by a commercial guide, though regulations permit snowmobilers to take an online course and get a private permit to enter the park (see recreation.gov for details). Or you can simply join an excursion with one of the various operators running daily snowmobiling trips like Old Faithful Snowmobiling Tours or Backcountry Adventures. Both outfits use the most modern, environmentally friendly snowmobiles – four-stroke engines that have a cleaner and quieter exhaust. Essential heavy winter gear is included with each rental so you'll stay warm on the all-day (or multiday) adventure.



THE BEST WINTER TOURS

Wake up to Winter Wildlife

Look for bison, elk, coyotes and wolves on a sunrise tour to the Lamar Valley.

Grand Canyon Day Tour

See the dramatic ice formations around the canyon and waterfalls on a full-day excursion.

Tower Ski Tour

Make an afternoon tour through the Blacktail Plateau, with views at the Tower Fall Overlook.


Winter Adventures in the Park

SKIING, SNOWSHOEING AND FROZEN LANDSCAPES

Winter (December to March) can be a magical time to visit Yellowstone. The falls turn to frozen curtains of ice, the geysers spurt taller and steamier than in other seasons, and surrounding ‘ghost trees’ turn into surreal frozen steam sculptures. The warm thermal areas around Old Faithful, Norris and Mammoth become winter refuges for elk and bison, and the thermally heated (and thus still flowing) rivers attract plenty of waterfowl.

The winter season runs from late December to mid-March, and activity centers on Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel and Old Faithful Snow Lodge, the only two accommodations open in the park. The restaurants are also open so you won’t go hungry. Independent travel is more difficult in winter and most people sign up for a lodging and activity package through Yellowstone National Park Lodges, which often works out cheaper than arranging things yourself. The day might be spent cross-country skiing, snowshoeing or spotting wolves (with the help of a naturalist) in the Lamar Valley, followed by nights of stargazing or simply curling up by the fire with a good book while the snow falls outside. The Yellowstone Forever Institute also runs some particularly good winter programs, from landscape photography to yoga ski retreats.
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Coyote, Yellowstone National Park | Richard Seeley/shutterstock ©


Both hotels rent snowshoes and cross-country skis. You can ice-skate in Mammoth and Old Faithful (with free skate rental). After a day on skis, you’ll appreciate Mammoth Hotel's hot-tub cabins or a massage at the Old Faithful Snow Lodge.

Hard-core, snow-loving travelers who scoff at such luxuries can opt to camp instead. The Mammoth Campground stays open all year. Outside of Mammoth, you can snow camp anywhere in the park, with a backcountry permit, but winter camping conditions are for specialists only.

Accessing the park is an adventure in itself. The only road open year-round is the northern Mammoth–Cooke City road via Tower-Roosevelt Junction, plus an extension to Mammoth’s Upper Terraces. During the season, Yellowstone National Park Lodges operates one-way snow-coach tours once daily between Old Faithful and Mammoth. It also operates a road shuttle between Bozeman airport and Mammoth. Private snow-coach companies only offer return day trips from West Yellowstone.

Trips inside the park (organized by Yellowstone National Park Lodges) include day snow-coach tours to Canyon from Old Faithful and Mammoth half-day tours to Norris from Mammoth; and half-day tours from Old Faithful to West Thumb, the Madison Valley or Firehole Basin.

There are no public accommodations in Canyon, but Yellowstone Expeditions runs a winter yurt camp there for its cross-country ski and snowshoe tours. Four-day tours from West Yellowstone include transportation, heated accommodations, sauna, food and a guide.

Visitor centers at Old Faithful and Mammoth are open during the winter season. There are winter warming huts at Mammoth, Indian Creek, Old Faithful (in yurts), West Thumb, Fishing Bridge, Madison and Canyon.
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Bison, Mammoth Campground | RVLIKEMIDGLEY/shutterstock ©


LOCAL EXPERT: MOUNTAIN MEN
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Writer and historian Jeff Henry describes one man he would’ve loved to meet.

Jim Bridger guided some of the official explorations in the later part of the 1800s, but in his early life, he know people like Andrew Henry, who in turn had known Lewis and Clark. Bridger himself got here to the mountains in 1822 when he was just a 17-year-old kid. He had amazing stories but he was such a story in his own right. One time he got two Blackfoot arrows stuck in his back. His buddies could pull one out, but not the other one since the arrowhead was lodged under a bone. So he had to wait four years till a doctor came along, gave him a heck of a lot of whiskey, maybe a stick to bite on. Those mountain men were tough guys.




Getting Around

It’s about a 12-minute drive from the town of Gardiner to Fort Yellowstone. From there, it’s about a half-mile walk to the first parking area of Mammoth Terraces, though you can also safely walk there on sidewalks.





WALKING TOUR
Hiking the Beaver Ponds
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This enjoyable 6-mile loop hike is family friendly and perfect if you’re overnighting at Mammoth or Gardiner. True to the name, the trail offers some prime beaver viewing thanks to the five ponds you’ll pass along the way. Get an early start to maximize your chances of spotting wildlife. You might also spot moose, mule deer or waterfowl. Black bears are also a distinct possibility. Don’t forget to bring mosquito repellent.


1 Hymen Terrace

You'll find the Beaver Ponds Trailhead near the Liberty Cap. Before you get underway, pause at the trailside Hymen Terrace, named after the Greek god of marriage and one of the prettiest of Mammoth’s many hot-spring terraces.

The Hike From the terrace, the trail leads you on a series of gentle climbs through fir and spruce forests along Clematis Creek, which may be dry by late summer.
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Hymen Terrace | Sue Smith/shutterstock ©

2 Sepulcher Mountain Trail

The route is clearly signposted and follows the Sepulcher Mountain Trail for the first stretch, taking a right at the first junction, and soon crossing a wooden bridge. The views just keep getting better as you continue along, with each successive switchback opening onto snatches of distant hillsides just visible through the trees. You can catch your breath at the signed junction about 0.7 miles into the walk. This is the end of the main elevation gain.

The Hike Turn right for the Beaver Ponds Loop, which continues on level ground through patches of Douglas fir forest and open meadows of wildflowers.


3 Everts Ridge

Along this stretch, you can peek through the trees to see views over Mammoth and Mt Everts Ridge. Look carefully at the ridge and you'll see strata of sediment from an ancient sea topped by a tuff of pyroclastic ash from a volcanic eruption.

The Hike The trail crosses a 4WD service track leading up to a hilltop radio transmitter, before passing a patch of quaking aspens and descending once again.

4 Beaver Ponds

After emerging from the forest, you’ll catch sight of the first of the five ponds. Although beavers have long since left the scene, the tiny body of waterway is quite idyllic, with tall reeds and Douglas fir–fringed shores. The fifth and final pond offers fine views of Sepulcher Mountain in the background and is a good place to spot moose, elk and pronghorn.

The Hike Cross the outlet at the far end of the lake and ascend to a small ridge above another long, skinny lake.

5 Panoramic Views

From here, the trail continues across an open sagebrush plateau and up to a ridge, offering views down on Gardiner town and both the modern and former stagecoach roads to the park. You’ll also see the orderly buildings and manicured green lawns of Fort Yellowstone and the white thermal terraces of Mammoth. The trail ends just a few paces away from the Mammoth Hot Springs General Store, a handy place to grab a well-deserved ice cream before returning to your vehicle.





WALKING TOUR
Adventures at Bunsen Peak & Osprey Falls
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The short but steep hike takes you up the side of an ancient lava plug. There are superb views from the top of Bunsen Peak (8564ft), and you have the option of transforming the half-day, 4.2-mile round-trip hike into a more challenging full-day outing by tacking on a descent to an impressive canyon waterfall. Regardless, even if you just make it halfway up the hill you’ll be rewarded with superb views.


1 Sagebrush & Wildflowers

From 7250ft, the well-trodden dirt trail climbs immediately through sagebrush interspersed with wildflowers, then enters a young Douglas fir and lodgepole pine mosaic. You’ll get early views of the Golden Gate Pass below and to the left, and the ash-colored jumble of the limestone Hoodoos to the north.

The Hike It’s a slow but steady climb past a series of meadows that offer fabulous views southwest to Swan Lake Flat, Antler Peak and Mt Holmes.

2 Switchback City

There are more than a dozen switchbacks, but plenty of rewards for your effort. You’ll enjoy views of the eroded sandstone cliffs and spires of Cathedral Rock, with vistas down to the travertine mounds of Mammoth. The layered sandstone-and-shale mountain of Mt Everts to the north offers proof that the area was underwater 70 to 140 million years ago.

The Hike Beyond the Cathedral Rock outcrop, the switchbacks get steeper on the north side of the mountain and the exposed dome-shaped peak comes into view.


3 Bunsen Peak Summit

The trail passes under power lines before a small cabin and communications equipment mark the first of three small summits. Continue east along the loose talus ridge, past the cairns of the middle summit, to the exposed easternmost summit for the best southern panoramas.

The Hike You can retrace your steps from here or wind around the peak to descend the unsigned eastern slope toward Osprey Falls Trail.
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Bunsen Peak | V. Vormann/shutterstock ©

4 Descending Toward Osprey Falls

From the south side of the third summit, the trail descends east through the burnt forest and volcanic talus of Bunsen Peak’s eastern flank. It’s nearly 2 miles of downhill walking to the dirt track of Bunsen Peak Rd.

The Hike Head left on Bunsen Peak Rd, snaking down a switchback for 100yd to the junction with the Osprey Falls Trail.

5 Sheepeater Canyon

From the marked trailhead, the 1.4-mile Osprey Falls Trail wanders along the cliffs before dropping like a stone into Sheepeater Canyon, losing 800ft in under a mile on a series of narrow, rocky switchbacks. You’ve just descended one of Yellowstone’s deepest canyons!

The Hike Just when you think your knees have had enough, the trail finally levels out by the Gardner River.

6 Osprey Falls

The 150ft Osprey Falls shimmer below an impressive basalt cliff and spire. The falls are a refreshing spot to relax before hauling yourself back up to Bunsen Peak Loop Rd, from where it’s a 3.2-mile trudge back to the day’s starting point.






Beyond Mammoth Terraces
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Driving south or east quickly leads to more park drama, including shimmering cliffs and plunging waterfalls.


After visiting the famous sites at Mammoth, it’s an easy drive either south to Norris or east to Tower-Roosevelt. Both ways offer plenty of dramatic scenery along the way, from churning waterfalls to sparkling obsidian cliffs, lofty forested peaks to extraordinary geothermal features (though not as many as in some other parts of the park). You’ll also find plenty of outstanding hikes to take it all in.

As elsewhere in the park, this swath of northern Yellowstone offers plenty of wildlife-watching opportunities, so it’s worth planning your trip around prime activity (early or late in the day).

Unless you’re staying inside the park, Gardiner makes a handy gateway town for exploring. Bison blockades notwithstanding, you’re never more than an hour from the park’s northeast entrance.
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Undine Falls | Patrick Jennings/shutterstock ©


TOP TIP

You can beat some of the traffic by driving to the furthest points south or west and working your way back.




EARLY YELLOWSTONE INHABITANTS

The Sheepeaters, also known as the Tukudika, were a subtribe of the Shoshone famed for their ram's-horn bows, obsidian arrowheads and tools, sheepskin clothing, and fish and game traps. Archaeological evidence points to a Tukudika presence dating back thousands of years. Perhaps no other tribe knew the park so intimately. When President Chester A Arthur traveled through the park in 1883, the Tukudika Chief Togwotee was his guide. They continued to inhabit the region after its establishment as a national park in 1872, following the rhythms of the season – traveling higher into the mountains during the warmer months and staying at elevations in the winter. By 1900, however, they had been confined to reservations and saw the gradual erosion of their traditional lifestyles.



WHERE TO STAY NEAR MAMMOTH

Mammoth Campground

The park’s only campground open year-round has 85 sites set amid scattered junipers and Douglas firs. $

Indian Creek Campground

Forested sites near hiking trails and a pretty stream some 8 miles south of Mammoth. $

Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel

Ample amenities and attractive modern rooms and cabins within walking distance of Mammoth Terraces. $$$


Hoodoos, Cliffs & Sulfurous Mountains

RUGGED SCENERY BETWEEN MAMMOTH AND NORRIS

The 20-mile drive to Norris takes you past Mammoth’s Upper Terraces before entering a jumbled landscape of hoodoos. These were formed when the 65,000-year-old travertine deposits of nearby Terrace Mountain slipped down the hillside, breaking into boulder-like fragments.

The road climbs to the cantilevered road of Golden Gate, named after the light-colored welded rock formed from cooled ash flows. The sprouting knob of rock on the outside of the road was actually pulled down and then replaced when the road was widened! Shortly afterward, a pullout offers views of tiny Rustic Falls, a natural funnel that was probably used by the Sheepeater people to trap bighorn sheep.

[image: jpg]

Sheepeater Cliffs | Jef Wodniack/shutterstock ©

The peak rising to the left is Bunsen Peak (8564ft), a plug of solidified magma that formed inside a long-since-eroded volcanic cone. Hiking and cycling trails head up and around Bunsen Peak from the busy Bunsen Peak/Glen Creek trailhead. Further along on the right, delightful Swan Lake, in the middle of Gardner’s Hole, offers good bird-watching (look for trumpeter swans in winter and early spring) and views of the Gallatin Range. A board helps identify the various peaks.Two miles further south, turn off for the Sheepeater Cliffs, an amazing collection of 500,000-year-old hexagonal basalt columns, stacked like building blocks. You’ll find a scenic picnic area and strolls along the river to more formations (no buses, trailers or RVs allowed on this road).
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The road passes a nice fishing spot and winter warming hut near Indian Creek Campground, then continues to a series of four pullouts at Willow Park and Moose Bogs, 2 miles further south and a good place to look for some of the park’s 200 moose. Soon after comes a pleasant picnic spot at Apollinaris Spring, once a popular stagecoach stop for parched travelers headed to Norris.

Obsidian Cliff, to the left of the road, exposes the interior of a 180,000-year-old lava flow. Rapid cooling prevented the formation of crystals and fused the lava into this form of volcanic glass. Obsidian, used for spearheads and arrowheads, was widely traded by Native Americans and was one of the major reasons early people visited the Yellowstone region. The park service was forced to remove the cliffside trails of this National Historic Landmark due to pilfering of the obsidian – leave it alone!

Just 1 mile further, the Beaver Lake picnic area offers a fine spot for a picnic and some wildlife watching. Just past here, isolated fumaroles, hot springs and other thermal features start to appear by the side of the road, heralding the approach of the thermally active Norris region.

Roaring Mountain is a huge bleached hillside pockmarked with hissing fumaroles. During its heyday, around the turn of the last century, visitors could hear the roar of the fumaroles from over 4 miles away. The activity is much reduced today.

From here the road passes pretty North and South Twin Lakes and descends to beautiful Nymph Lake. The lake’s bubbling pools, bleached white shoreline and steaming geysers lend the area a powerfully primeval air – something out of the landscapes of Tolkien or the age of the dinosaurs. Just south of here is the unsigned but superbly named Devil’s Frying Pan springs. The smell of sulfur stays with you as the road quickly descends into the Norris Geyser Basin.


YELLOWSTONE–POWERED SCIENCE

A huge variety of microbes and bacteria thrive in these extreme waters, tolerating heat, extremely acidic or alkaline conditions and toxic minerals. One such species has yielded an important enzyme crucial to DNA fingerprinting tests. Other research is revealing important clues about the origins of life on earth and the survival of life in outer space. Much of this activity occurs on a microscopic scale, but visitors can still appreciate the brilliant colors these microorganisms produce in bodies of water. Each species inhabits a highly specific temperature and chemical zone, so each layer produces the rings and patches of vibrant color that give Yellowstone's waters their psychedelic signature.



WHERE TO EAT NEAR MAMMOTH TERRACES

Mammoth Terrace Grill

Line up for MacYellowstone-style burgers, bison brats, salads and ice cream along with breakfast options. $

Mammoth Hot Springs Dining Room

Ecofriendly restaurant serving locally sourced and organic dishes. $$$

Mammoth Hot Springs General Store

Groceries and snacks (pulled barbecue pork sandwiches, chili and ice cream). $

Grasslands, Waterfalls & Family-Friendly Hikes

SIGHTS EN ROUTE TO TOWER-ROOSEVELT

The 18-mile road to Tower-Roosevelt Junction heads east from Mammoth over the Gardner River Bridge, where the Gardner River meets the Yellowstone River. By the roadside, just over 2 miles from Mammoth, is pretty, three-tiered Undine Falls, aptly named for an alluring water nymph. You can get up-close views of the falls by continuing another half mile down the road and taking the Lava Creek Trail (note the parking is on the south side of the road by a pretty picnic area, but you’ll need to cross the road to reach the trailhead). It’s less than a half mile to reach the falls, but this trail continues all the way to Mammoth Campground near Fort Yellowstone.

Back in the car, it’s 0.4 miles further along the road to reach the trailhead for Wraith Falls. This easygoing 1-mile round-trip walk is a good family hike through pretty meadows, fire-burn patches and mixed conifer forest. As you near the end, you’ll cross rushing Lupine Creek and soon get a view of the 79ft falls high up in the hillside. The flow of water can be a trickle or quite impressive depending on the season.

The Blacktail Ponds are another mile along the road. Early or late in the day, this treeless watering hole is a fine spot to look for muskrats and waterfowl. Otherwise, continue on to the nearby Blacktail Deer Creek Trail. This 8-mile out-and-back hike goes through rolling grass-covered hills, through fir forest and across a suspension bridge over the Yellowstone River. It’s easy on the way there, but all uphill (over 1100ft to ascend) on the way back. Another few minutes' drive takes you to a pullout for the Forces of the Northern Range Trailhead. Overlooking a vast stretch of grasslands, this fully accessible boardwalk loop has signposts that give insight into the animal and plant life in this part of the park. Kids will get a kick out of placing their hands on a wolf print.

Up the road, you’ll pass Phantom Lake, one of three interconnected lakes that normally dry up by July, and an unsigned scenic overview of Hellroaring Mountain. For a closer look, take the short drive down a dirt road and park at the Hellroaring trailhead. This is another great hike that takes in varied scenery (and a memorable suspension bridge crossing over the Yellowstone River, which is about a mile from the start).
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Half a mile further, you’ll motor past Floating Island Lake, whose marshy banks are a favorite spot for water birds. Just before you reach Tower-Roosevelt Junction is the 0.25-mile turnoff (no RVs or trailers) to the heavily visited Petrified Tree, surrounded by a fence like a priceless work of art. The tree is worth a quick look if you’ve never seen one before, but the parking lot can be cramped and busy. A nicer way to visit the tree is on an early-morning or evening hike from Roosevelt Lodge on the 3-mile Lost Lake Loop.


BLACKTAIL PLATEAU DRIVE

Opposite the pullout to the Forces of the Northern Range Self-Guiding Trail is the turnoff to the unpaved Blacktail Plateau Dr. This 6-mile one-way drive detours off the main highway to follow part of the Bannock Trail, a hunting route taken by Bannock Indians in the mid-19th century. After passing through alpine meadows and forests, you’ll reach Crescent Hill, the spot where Truman Everts was finally discovered after wandering lost in the park for over a month. RVs and trailers are not allowed down the rough, unpaved road, but bikes are an option if you have someone to pick you up at the other end.



ARCHAEOLOGY IN YELLOWSTONE

Discoveries

There are over 1900 archaeological sites, though only 3% of the park has been surveyed.

Obsidian Cliff

A National Historic Landmark used as a resource to make high-quality stone tools for over 11,000 years.

Yellowstone Lake

As many as 10 different Native American tribes lived near the lake, leaving behind countless artifacts.


LOST IN THE WILDERNESS

Everts Ridge, northwest of Mammoth, is named after Truman Everts, a member of the Washburn-Langford-Doane expedition and the subject of a notable early tourist-disaster story. Separated from his group in September 1870, the 54-year-old tax inspector soon lost his bearings and promptly broke his glasses. His horse then bolted, taking all Everts’ equipment with it, save for a penknife and a pair of opera glasses (they helped him make fire!). He kept warm at night by cuddling up to hot springs near Heart Lake, but he ended up badly burning himself. After 37 days lost in the wilderness, Everts was finally discovered, shoeless, frostbitten, emaciated and delirious…but alive.




Getting Around

It's a straightforward drive from Mammoth Terraces to Norris or Tower-Roosevelt, though you'll want to take it slow as bison roadblocks sometimes appear.






TOWER FALL
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A few miles south of Tower-Roosevelt Junction, Tower Creek plunges over 132ft Tower Fall before joining the Yellowstone River. The fall gets its name from the volcanic breccia towers around it, which brood like a demonic fortress and earn the fall the nickname 'Devil’s Den.’

Local storytellers claim that prominent Minaret Peak gets its name from one Minnie Rhett, the girlfriend of an early park visitor, but that sounds rather like one of Jim Bridger's tall tales. Iconic landscape painter Thomas Moran created one of his most famous paintings here, credited with inspiring the US Congress to create the National Park System. He was but one of many early visitors captivated by the striking landscape here.

Volcanic vistas aside, the area surrounding Tower Fall offers some prime wildlife watching. Bighorn sheep traverse the mountainous terrain nearby, while ospreys, peregrine falcons and red-tail hawks soar overhead. There is also a sizable black bear population.
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Yellowstone River, Tower Fall | Serge Yatunin/shutterstock ©


TOP TIP

Though it’s a busy area, stroll out to the viewpoint overlooking Tower Fall The paved trail that continues another 0.3 miles downhill gives a closer view of the river but not of the cascade. Afterward, stop in for ice cream at Yellowstone General Store.





CANYON VIEWS ON THE YELLOWSTONE RIVER OVERLOOK HIKE
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This easygoing 3.4-mile stroll overlooking the canyon offers fantastic views into its eroded towers and basalt formations. You might also get glimpses of osprey and bighorn sheep, so bring your binoculars. It’s a popular family hike, but watch the little ones because there are lots of sheer drop-offs and no guardrails.

The trail leads off from the picnic site left of the vault toilets to ascend a couple of hundred feet – the only elevation gain on the entire hike. En route, the trail passes several 1 large erratic boulders, deposited in the valley more than 10,000 years ago from the Beartooth Mountains by slow-moving glaciers. The hike soon puts you on the 2 rim of the jaw-dropping canyon. And as you continue along, more features come into view, giving unobscured views down past the crooked canyon walls to the Yellowstone River and north and east beyond rolling ridges to the peaks of the Absaroka Range. About a mile from the trailhead, you may smell sulfur, a sign that you are about to pass 180-degree views of the 3 Calcite Springs thermal area across the canyon. As you continue tracing the canyon, you’ll soon have fine views of the breccia spires of 4 the Narrows. These basalt columns were formed some 1.3 million years ago from rapidly cooling lava flows. As you stop to admire the view, look out for bighorn sheep on the cliffs above. The trail ends abruptly at a 5 bald hilltop lookout that offers views down on the site of the Bannock Indian ford, used by the Bannock to cross the Yellowstone River during their annual hunting trips across the park. From here, you can retrace your steps back to your starting point.






LAMAR VALLEY
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Sometimes referred to as the Serengeti of the US, the Lamar Valley contains great herds of bison and elk, along with pronghorn, mule deer, moose and bighorn sheep. They come to feed in the lush river valley against the sagebrush steppe, which seems to glow in incandescent hues in the golden morning light. In fact, the valley is home to one of the largest herds of bison and elk in North America.

The great number of ungulates draws predators, including some of the park’s most famed residents: its wolf packs (as with other wildlife, keep your distance). At all hours of the day, you’ll find wildlife lovers parked at pullouts on the roadside, watching the action unfold as wolves, along with the odd coyote, bobcat and bear pass through the valley.

The wide U-shaped valley was carved by glaciers, and remnants of its Pleistocene past live on in the marshy ponds and the errant boulders carried and deposited here by the great sheets of ice.

[image: jpg]

Bison, Lamar Valley | Ian Dewar Photography/shutterstock ©


TOP TIP

Dawn and dusk are the best times to look for wildlife in the Lamar Valley, as it's when many animals (especially wolves) are most active. Bring a spotting scope to make the most of your visit; binoculars are often insufficient to see the action.





WALKING TOUR
Ancient Wonders on the Fossil Forest Trail
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A must for amateur geologists, this unmaintained trail climbs steeply to a couple of isolated patches of petrified forest scattered along Specimen Ridge, thought to hold the word’s largest collection of petrified trees. The forests were buried suddenly in ash around 50 million years ago, or turned to stone by a vengeful Crow medicine man, depending on your beliefs.


1 Fossil Forest Trailhead

The Fossil Forest Trailhead isn't easy to find, so be sure not to confuse it with the Specimen Ridge Trail a couple of miles further west. The parking area is marked ‘Trailhead’ and is just a few hundred yards west of the Lamar Canyon bridge. Look for the information board on wolves.

The Hike From the unmarked trailhead, the fairly clear path starts off following a dirt double track and then veers right after 100yd to head up the hillside.

2 Wildflowers & Bison Trails

The trail is not formally maintained by the National Park Service, so it isn’t as easy to follow as most other trails in the park. However, this only adds a bit of excitement when you do stumble upon the fossilized trees. But first, you'll ascend hillsides of wildflowers crisscrossed by bison tracks. Keep your eyes peeled for ground squirrels and other wildlife.

The Hike Branch right along the steeper path and, after a 10-minute uphill climb, you’ll reach your first petrified tree stump by a bend in the trail. A second and third stump are along the same side trail.
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Petrified trees, above Lamar Valley | Tim Stirling/shutterstock ©

3 Stone Trees

Paleodendrochronologists (scientists who date fossilized trees) have identified dozens of species of tree in the region, including tropical avocado and breadfruit, with several ancient petrified forests stacked atop even older petrified forests. Some of the trees were buried where they grew, but others were probably deposited by a mudflow caused by volcanic eruptions about 50 million years ago.

The Hike Back on the main trail it’s more uphill, past a volcanic outcrop enclosing another fossilized tree and into ridgeline meadows.

4 Grand Views & Grouse

As you continue the hunt for more petrified trees (ever uphill, at least for the moment), don’t forget to stop and admire the views. You’ll have a sweeping panorama of the Lamar and Yellowstone Valleys. You might also spot a dusky grouse or two. These sizable birds sometimes perch on boulders or stand stock-still in the high grass watching inquisitively as humans pass through their domain.

The Hike Stick to the main trail, then follow a narrow path as it veers to the right through a small patch of forest.

5 Petrified Wonders

You’ll soon reach the crowning glory of this trail: the stump of a petrified giant redwood. This fabulous tree would once have topped out at 200ft! Below the huge stump are two thinner but taller upright trees that stand like sentinels on a very steep ridge (best to admire from above rather than making the descent). From here, return the way you came while enjoying the views.








YELLOWSTONE: CANYON COUNTRY & THE EAST
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YELLOWSTONE'S FAMOUS CANYON, LAKE AND WATERFALLS

The southeast has some of Yellowstone’s most dramatic landscapes and adventure aplenty, from ridgeline hikes to memorable boat trips.
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Upper Falls | Patrick Jennings/shutterstock ©


After its placid meanderings north from Yellowstone Lake through the Hayden Valley, the Yellowstone River musters its energy and plummets over Upper Falls (109ft) and then the much larger Lower Falls (308ft), before raging through the 1000ft-deep Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone. More than 4000ft wide at the top, the canyon snakes for 20 miles as far as the Narrows near Tower-Roosevelt Junction.

Much of the canyon’s beauty comes from its subtle range of colors, from egg white to flamboyant salmon pink, a by-product of iron oxidization in the rock – in effect, the canyon is rusting. Whiffs of steam rise from vents in the canyon wall, hinting at the thermal activity that played a major role in the canyon's creation (by weakening the rhyolite rock). Relatively new in geological terms, the canyon was carved out not by glacial erosion but by water supplied by ice dams that melted and flooded the region during the most recent ice age.

South of the great canyon, the Yellowstone River and more than 140 other tributaries pour into a vast alpine body of water, the Yellowstone Lake. The deep-cobalt–blue body of water has been a human draw for millennia; artifacts found along the lakeshore date back 12,000 years. Geothermal features are found even here both along the shore and bubbling unseen at the bottom of the lake, which plunges to depths of over 390ft in places.
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Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone | Filip Fuxa/shutterstock ©


THE MAIN AREAS

GRAND CANYON OF THE YELLOWSTONE

Views, waterfalls and panoramic hikes.

YELLOWSTONE LAKE

Geothermal activity and aquatic action.




Find Your Way

Attractions in Yellowstone's southeast occupy a huge swath of the park thanks to massive Yellowstone Lake. North of there, the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone has thundering falls and dramatic overlooks.
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Plan Your Time

You can get an overview of the region’s prime attractions on a one-day driving tour, or you could spend a few days adding boating and hiking to the mix.
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cb_travel/shutterstock ©


Pressed for Time

• Start off with a tour of the viewpoints along the North Rim of the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone, then head across the Chittenden Bridge for more views, and perhaps a hike on the South Rim Trail (pictured). Check out the exhibits at the Visitor Education Center, then drive to Yellowstone Lake for a walk amid the shoreline mud pots, geysers and fumaroles.




Three Days to Travel Around

• Get an early start for the challenging hike up Mt Washburn for one of Yellowstone's best overlooks. Afterward, make a slow drive along the Hayden Valley, stopping for wildlife watching, and geothermal gawking at the Mud Volcano. On day three, hike out to Natural Bridge and take a lake cruise.



SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS

SPRING

Baby animals (elk, bison and pronghorn calves) steal the show in the Hayden Valley. Snow still covers some trails.

SUMMER

Brilliant wildflowers cover meadows and mountaintop hikes finally clear of snow (at least by August).

FALL

Catch the fall colors and enjoy fewer crowds. The season ends on November 1 when most roads close.

WINTER

Roads are closed to normal traffic. Reach frozen falls on a tour from Old Faithful Snow Lodge.




GRAND CANYON OF THE YELLOWSTONE
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The Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone, near the center of the national park, was first formed some 150,000 years ago as rising magma lifted the land and the Yellowstone River carved through rhyolite weakened by thermal activity. The fledgling canyon was temporarily blocked up to three times by glaciers (18,000 to 14,000 years ago), and the subsequent glacial flooding created a classic V-shaped, river-eroded canyon. It reached its present breathtaking, wind-whipped form only about 10,000 years ago.

Like many of Yellowstone’s waterfalls, the Lower Falls of the Yellowstone tumble over the junction of hard lava bedrock and softer rock, in this case rhyolite and thermal areas. The spectacular colors of the canyon walls were created as hot waters percolated through the rhyolite picking up iron oxides that stain the walls many different colors. A good base for lodging and dining in the area is Canyon Village.
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TOP SIGHTS

1 Artist Point

2 Brink of the Lower Falls

3 Lookout Point

SIGHTS

4 Chittenden Bridge

5 Grandview Point

6 Inspiration Point

7 North Rim Drive

8 Point Sublime

9 South Rim Drive

10 Upper Falls Viewpoint

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

11 North Rim Trail

12 Red Rock Point Trail

13 South Rim Trail

SLEEPING

14 Canyon Campground

15 Canyon Lodge Rooms

16 Western Cabins

EATING

17 Canyon Lodge Eatery

18 Canyon Lodge Falls Cafe

see 17 Ice Creamery at Canyon Eatery

INFORMATION

19 Canyon Visitor Education Center




TOP TIP

Bring binoculars to spot ospreys that migrate into the canyon beginning in late April. Look for their nests atop pinnacles, where the female lays her clutch sometime in early June. The whole family sticks around for the summer before abandoning the canyon by September.
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Chittenden Bridge | Konnor Tierney/shutterstock ©


Grand Vistas on the North Rim

LOOKOUTS OVER THE CANYON

A little over one mile south of Canyon Junction, a one-way road leads along North Rim Drive, which is dotted with lofty viewpoints above the Grand Canyon. The first parking area you’ll reach gives access to Brink of the Lower Falls. Here a steep 0.75-mile trail descends 600ft for exciting close-up views of the tumbling white water as the Yellowstone River rushes over the lip of the Lower Falls. Heading back up isn’t quite as much fun as going down so be sure to pace yourself.

Back at the trailhead, you can either continue another half mile by car or walk the North Rim Trail that skirts along the road to the next overlook. No matter which you choose, make sure you don’t miss the jaw-dropping panorama from Lookout Point. Here you’ll get a majestic view of the thundering Lower Falls. If you seek closer canyon encounters (and want to lose some of the crowds), make the 500ft descent along the half-mile-long Red Rock Point Trail. It was around here that iconic early painter Thomas Moran made the sketches for his famous painting of the canyon, allegedly weeping over the lack of colors in his palette.

A short hop up the road, you’ll reach Grandview Point, which offers views north over the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone's colorful smoking walls, though no glimpses of the Lower Falls.

Continue on North Rim Dr another half mile then take the runoff to Inspiration Point. This viewpoint offers an overview of the length of the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone and a small section of the Lower Falls. There are a few steps to descend – and there used to be more before the old lookout point fell (literally) victim to the canyon’s relentless erosion.
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Lower Falls | Orhan Cam/shutterstock ©

Unrivaled Views from the South Rim

PANORAMAS ALONG SOUTH RIM DRIVE

After exploring North Rim Dr, continue down to South Rim Drive for more grand views from a different perspective. After turning off the main road, you’ll cross the Chittenden Bridge. Pull over at the large parking area for the Upper Falls Viewpoint. Overlooks provide fine vantage points through the pine trees of the fast-flowing white water churning over the Upper Falls.

From here you can head off on foot for views of the waterfalls from the trail, or continue by car 1 mile further to the west. The road ends near Artist Point. This is probably the most famous of the canyon’s viewpoints, offering a long overview of the Lower Falls and canyon. It was not, as many people assume, named for the spot where Thomas Moran sketched his famous landscape of the falls, a copy of which is on display in the Canyon Visitor Education Center. It was actually named by the park photographer FJ Haynes for its superlative scenic views.
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Lower Falls | Harry Beugelink/shutterstock ©

If you’ve come this far, it’s time to leave the car behind and continue on foot to Point Sublime. The 2.7-mile out-and-back hike takes you up to another spot for more fabulous views of the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone's colorful walls. You’ll also have some unique perspectives along the way – with some of the most photogenic overlooks a few minutes before you reach the point. If the hike has whetted your appetite for more, the 4-mile (two-hour) round-trip hike to Ribbon Lake branches off from here.
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Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone | Roman Khomlyak/shutterstock ©



HIKE TO THE HIDDEN FALLS

Escape the crowds and see unique views of the canyon and the falls by hitting one of the trails in the area. The South Rim Trail is a great choice, as you’ll have glimpses of the Upper and the Lower Falls as well as the age-old canyon walls, and can enjoy mesmerizing views over the chiseled landscape. Between the two better-known cascades, you can also spot the much smaller but graceful Crystal Falls, sometimes referred to as the ‘hidden’ or ‘third’ waterfall of the canyon region. You can make it a 4-mile out-and-back hike or link up with other trails and make a full day of it.



WHERE TO EAT IN CANYON VILLAGE

Canyon Lodge Falls Cafe

Good for a bite in a hurry with ready-made sandwiches, flatbreads and salads, plus cold drinks. $

Canyon Lodge Eatery

Diner-esque setting with lunchtime wok and noodle bowls, and chicken, veg items or roasted salmon for dinner. $$

Ice Creamery at Canyon Eatery

The perfect refreshment after a long hike in the canyon area. $

Delving into Earth Science

CANYON VISITOR CENTER EXHIBITS

At the Canyon Visitor Education Center, maps, models and interactive displays help bring into focus the dramatic upheaval of the landscape and the forces that continue to churn just below the earth’s surface. On the main floor, you can walk around a massive relief model of the national park, while an overhead narration describes the volcanic eruptions, the extent of the caldera and lava flows. To see the entirety of the map, there’s an even better view from upstairs.

Other displays talk about the power of the Yellowstone Supervolcano: its eruption some 640,000 years ago was 280 times larger than the 1980 eruption at Mt St Helens, and the caldera stretches 45 miles in diameter. Upstairs, you can learn more about the many earthquakes the region experiences (around 600 micro quakes a year, and several dozen light quakes), which play an important role in keeping geysers active. Nearby is a brief overview of hot springs, fumaroles, geysers and mud pots.

The Ice Age also left its mark. Glaciers, some 4000ft thick, covered huge swaths of the park. The moving ice mountains carved the Lamar Valley and gave Yellowstone Lake its modern-day shape. Glacier erratics – like the boulder at Inspiration Point – were carried some 15 miles from the Beartooth Mountains and left there as the ice retreated.

Don’t miss a viewing of the 20-minute film Yellowstone: Land to Life (which loops constantly). It gives an excellent introduction to the region’s transformation over the eons, from a flat ancient seabed to a mountain-filled horizon as the Rocky Mountains arose, and the volcanic eruptions that changed everything.
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Moose, Yellowstone National Park | Harry Collins Photography/shutterstock ©



WALKING THE NORTH RIM

Four popular scenic overlooks line the one-way 2.5-mile North Rim Dr. Most people link them by car, but it's also possible to visit them on a scenic walk. The North Rim Trail parallels the road from Inspiration Point to Upper Falls Overlook (2.5 miles). From there you can continue 0.75 miles to Chittenden Bridge on South Rim Dr and keep going on the South Rim Trail. The only disadvantage to this route is that it’s one way, so you’ll have to either retrace your steps or arrange a designated driver to pick you up.



WHERE TO STAY IN CANYON VILLAGE

Canyon Lodge Rooms

A huge variety of options from standards with shower only to plush suites with forest-facing decks. $$$

Western Cabins

Comfortably set with two queen beds in each and full bathrooms, plus a shared front porch. $$$

Canyon Campground

Great location near Canyon Village restaurants and visitor center, but sites don’t offer much privacy. $



WHY I LOVE THE GRAND CANYON OF THE YELLOWSTONE
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Regis St Louis, writer

For witnessing the staggering power of nature, I love going to the lookout at Brink of the Lower Falls. Leaning out over the railing, Yellowstone’s mightiest waterfall roars past. It's like therapy – feeling the mist against my face while watching this endless thundering stream against the backdrop of cliffs and forest. After the close-up, I like to head over to the lower rim trail for a walk on the edge of the canyon, with every step yielding yet a new angle on the magnificent sweep of canyon stretching beneath me. The canyon’s magic continues in the backcountry, with a hike to Clear Lake, past gurgling geothermal features seen by so few visitors.




Getting Around

The parking areas for the canyon lookouts get very crowded. As elsewhere, you'll have less company if you go early in the morning or late afternoon. The canyon lookouts are several miles south of Canyon Village (about a five-minute drive to the first parking lot).





HIKING THE SOUTH RIM TRAIL & RIBBON LAKE
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Southeast of the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone's South Rim, a network of trails meanders through meadows and forests and past several small lakes. This 6-mile loop links several of these and combines magnificent views with backcountry beauty (including a thermal area). After parking at the 1 Upper Falls viewpoints, follow the 2 South Rim Trail east along the rim of the canyon to 3 Artist Point. You’ll enjoy some fine canyon panoramas along the way. From busy Artist Point, join the 4 Point Sublime trail toward Point Sublime, taking in the superb views halfway along the trail. After enjoying the view, retrace your steps to the junction, and branch south past 5 Lily Pad Lake for 0.3 miles to another junction. Branch left here and descend for 1.2 miles to 6 Ribbon Lake, actually two conjoined ponds that offer a good chance of spotting moose. For a close-up view of the mouth of Silver Cord Cascade, continue on the path to the canyon rim, then head left along the canyon wall. From Ribbon Lake, head back to the junction with Lily Pad Lake and instead of returning the way you came, continue straight, past several minor fumaroles and hot springs to the acidic, spring-fed waters of 7 Clear Lake, 1.5 miles from Ribbon Lake. Continue along the Clear Lake Trail and, at the next unsigned junction, take the right branch for the final 0.7 miles back to the day’s starting point. Alternatively, the left branch continues across open grassland (good wildlife spotting) for just over a mile to the Wapiti Lake trailhead, where you can link up with the South Rim Trail by Chittenden Bridge and return through forest, passing the Upper Falls en route. This longer loop adds 1 mile.






Beyond the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone
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There’s much to experience beyond the river-carved landscapes, from bison spotting to hiking mountain peaks, plus plenty of geothermal wonders.


Heading outside of the Grand Canyon, you’ll find a mix of steaming geothermal features and open landscapes perfect for wildlife watching. These glacier-scoured meadows lie near the center of the vast Yellowstone Caldera, the crater formed some 631,000 years ago by the eruption of a supervolcano. One of Yellowstone’s most popular summit hikes is also found in this region. The top of Mt Washburn doubles as one of three fire lookout stations still in operation in the park.

The best base for exploring the region is at one of the lodges or campsites in the Canyon Village, though you can just as easily base yourself in Lake Village to the south or Norris to the west.
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View from Mt Washburn | Jurekz/shutterstock ©


TOP TIP

Most people head to the canyon first followed by a hike on a nearby trail. Beat the crowds by heading straight to the trailhead.





SACRED LAND

According to legend, the Dragon’s Mouth Spring is a place where it all began for the native Kiowa people. When Doh Ki, the great deity, created the world, he didn’t make a place for the Kiowa. Instead, he promised them a homeland if they traveled through a harsh, volcanic place. They crossed the land as instructed and came upon the bubbling hot spring. Doh Ki told them the land would be theirs if anyone would enter. Only one great Kiowa warrior answered the call, diving into the spring. He was badly burned and soon lost consciousness. Fellow Kiowa pulled him out, and when he opened his eyes, the barren earth had been transformed into a verdant place of forests, streams and abundant game, and the land was theirs.
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Mud Volcano | Iv-olga/shutterstock ©

Sulfurous Eruptions near the Mud Volcano

GEOTHERMAL POWER IN ACTION

One of the park’s most geologically volatile regions, the Mud Volcano area, 10 miles south of Canyon Junction and 6 miles north of Fishing Bridge Junction, contains an assortment of mud pots and other gurgling sulfurous pits. Huge plumes of fetid-smelling clouds fill the air – that rotten egg smell comes courtesy of the hydrogen sulfide gas belching out of the earth.

The nearby Sour Creek resurgent dome may look like a hill but it is in fact an area of active ground deformation, where the land rises or falls owing to the movements of the magma chamber below. Speaking of magma, beneath the dome is the fuel that superheats the mud volcanoes, while the high acidity created by thermophiles breaks down rock into mud pots rather than creating the pressurized geyser plumbing more characteristic of alkaline thermal features. During a series of earthquakes in 1979 the mud pots developed enough heat and gases to literally cook lodgepole pines and grasses on neighboring hillsides. One mud pot recently emerged from underneath the parking lot.
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Grebe Lake | BENEDIKT JUERGES/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Mud Volcano itself has not erupted since the Langford-Washburn-Doane expedition of 1870 first encountered it. They described it as being 30ft high and 30ft wide, erupting mud that covered nearby trees. A crater is all that remains of the original cone, likely the result of a violent eruption. Instead, it looks more like a witch’s cauldron, the water within gurgling and steaming. Dragon’s Mouth Spring gets its name from the deep thumping and crashing that emanates from a hidden lair that looks like it guards the gateway to the underworld. In 1999 the pool cooled and its color changed from green to white and gray and now partially back to green again.
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Mud Volcano | RaksyBH/shutterstock ©

The easiest way to see the other sights is to follow the 0.6-mile loop boardwalk (there are some steps) clockwise, past Mud Geyser and up Cooking Hillside. Halfway up, Churning Cauldron is a favorite; waves of water produced by bubbling gas (not boiling water) have created tiny beaches here. The dark colors of this and other pots are because of the presence of iron sulfides.
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Sulphur cauldron, Mud Volcano | Top: Mariusz S. Jurgielewicz/shutterstock ©

Black Dragon’s Cauldron appeared in 1948 in a crack in the earth and has since moved south 200ft along the crack to produce an elliptical pool. The rolling motion of the water is actually due to rising gases rather than boiling water. Though it no longer erupts as it once did (when explosive 20ft bursts of mud shot into the air), it may spring to life again one day.

Nearby Sour Lake looks like a nice place for a swim, but its waters are nearly as acidic as battery acid. Further downhill, Grizzly Fumarole changes throughout the year from a fumarole to a mud pot and even a muddy spring, according to the amount of moisture in the ground.

Sulphur Cauldron, just a few hundred yards north, by a pullout in the road, is one of the most acidic springs in the park, at pH 1.3. Other thermal areas, visible across the Yellowstone River, can only be reached by hiking the Howard Eaton Trail from Fishing Bridge.



HIKE TO CASCADE LAKE & OBSERVATION PEAK
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There’s something for everyone on this trail, which starts just a short drive north of Canyon Village. The full hike climbs 1400ft to Observation Peak (9397ft), which is part of the Washburn Range. However, the turnaround at Cascade Lake gives an easy, level hike of only 4.4 miles return (2½ hours). You can also add on a 4-mile return side trip to Grebe Lake. Start the hike at the 1 Cascade Lake Trailhead, 1.5 miles north of Canyon Junction on the Grand Loop Rd. The double-wide track crosses several creeks before swinging into forest to follow a meandering creek. After 1 mile you’ll hit the 2 Cascade Creek Trail that leads here from the Canyon–Norris road, offering a different, drier early-season approach if you can arrange a car shuttle. Take the right branch to 3 Cascade Lake, which opens to meadows on the west and backs onto the Solfatara Plateau. The lake is worth exploring for its wildfowl and occasional moose. Bison often graze the nearby meadows. From here, the hike up to 4 Observation Peak takes about 1¼ hours and gains 1400ft in 3 miles. After 30 minutes the trail crests a saddle and curves to the left, opening up views of the peak ahead. It loops further to a ridgeline, giving you time to catch your breath before the final push to the summit. The views from the peak are superb: Cascade and Grebe Lakes sit below, smoking Norris Geyser Basin is to the west, and the Hayden Valley yawns to the south. To the north is the Washburn Bear Management Area, classic grizzly country, so keep your eyes peeled. The descent back to Cascade Lake takes about one hour, from where you return to the trailhead the way you came.



LAKE TRAILS IN THE CANYON AREA

Ice Lake

An easy 0.3-mile hike that leads through fallen and new-growth lodgepole pine forest.

Wolf Lake

A little-used 7-mile out-and-back trail with a waterfall along the way.

Grebe Lake

Ample solitude on this fairly easy 6.4-mile round-trip hike that passes several backcountry campsites.


THERMOPHILES

In 1966 a micro–biologist was on a cross-country road trip when he stopped in Yellowstone National Park. He had never been there before and he was immediately struck by the blue-green algae spotted in a hot spring – evidence that some life could tolerate extreme temperatures. Piqued by curiosity, he collected samples and soon discovered an entirely new species of bacteria that could endure temperatures of 150°F (65°C) and higher. He named the yellow bacteria Thermus aquaticus. It was one of a new class of microbes known as thermophiles that would later prove instrumental in the field of biotechnology. In Yellowstone, they’re responsible for creating the vivid colors around some hot springs, owing to the presence of photosynthetic pigments.



BEST BOOKS ABOUT YELLOWSTONE

Letters from Yellowstone (Diane Smith)

Epistolary novel about a young woman who joins a field study of Yellowstone in the 1890s.

Death in Yellowstone (Lee Whittlesey)

Cautionary tales about foolish and tragic events in Yellowstone.

Burning Ground (DA Galloway)

Historical fiction that features a time traveler who joins the 1871 Hayden Expedition.


Climbing Mt Washburn

SUMMITING THE 10,219FT PEAK

One of Yellowstone’s most popular day hikes offers unsurpassed 360-degree mountaintop views, with the chance of spotting bighorn sheep and black bears. Though you’ll ascend some 1400ft during the 6.8-mile round-trip hike, it’s a fairly gradual rise making it a good option for those of at least an average fitness level. The big challenge is finding trailhead parking – go early to get a spot.

The hike begins at Dunraven Pass (8859ft) on the Grand Loop Rd, just a bit under 5 miles north of Canyon. The wide trail follows a rough, disused road (dating from 1905) following a series of long, ribbon-like loops through a forest of subalpine firs. After 20 minutes the views start to open up. The fire tower appears dauntingly distant, but the climb really isn’t as painful as it looks. Continue northeast up broad switchbacks to a viewpoint, then follow a narrow ridge past a few stunted whitebark pines (look out for bears). At the Mt Washburn Trail junction, the road curves up to the three-story fire-lookout tower, about two hours from the trailhead.

The majestic panoramas (when the weather is clear) stretch over three-quarters of the park, across the Yellowstone Caldera south to Yellowstone Lake, Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone, the Hayden Valley and even the Tetons, and north to the Beartooth and Absaroka Ranges. Below you are the smoking Washburn Hot Springs. Keep your eyes peeled for bighorn sheep basking near the summit. From the top, return the way you came.
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Dunraven Pass | Xuanren Wang/shutterstock ©

BEST BOOKS ABOUT YELLOWSTONE

The Stories of Yellowstone (Mark Miller)

A portrait of what the earliest visitors to Yellowstone experienced, from 1807 to 1920.

Saving Yellowstone (Megan Kate Nelson)

Captures the thrill of discovery and the bold idea to create the world’s first national park.

Mountain Man (David Marshall)

Story of John Colter and his harrowing adventures with Lewis and Clark.




HIKING TRIP
Mt Washburn & Seven Mile Hole Hike
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This excellent overnight shuttle hike (15.6 miles total) takes you to the top of one of the park’s highest peaks and then down, down, down to Seven Mile Hole, a minor hydrothermal area at the bottom of the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone. It’s not a particularly long hike, but it does involve a lot of elevation change (most of it downhill). The backcountry sites at Seven Mile Hole are popular with anglers; book a campsite well in advance.


1 Mt Washburn Summit

From the Mt Washburn Trailhead, you’ll make the popular ascent heading up one of Yellowstone’s top peaks. While you don’t need to go to the summit, it’s worth it for the 360-degree views – one of the most memorable panoramas over Yellowstone.

The Hike From the four-way junction just below the summit of Mt Washburn, take the Mt Washburn Spur Trail.

2 Wildflower-Filled Meadows

Leaving Mt Washburn behind, you’ll follow along an undulating ridge past alpine wildflower meadows. Through the trees lining the trail, you’ll have a fine view over the open meadows against a scenic mountain backdrop.

The Hike After dipping through a saddle to another little gap in the tree line, bear right and descend 2.6 miles from the summit through small clearings to 3 Washburn Meadow and campsite 4E1 (campfires allowed).
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Mt Washburn trail | digidreamgrafix/shutterstock ©

3 Washburn Hot Springs

The trail descends southwest through boggy grassland grazed by elk and deer to Washburn Hot Springs, a small field of inky black mud pots, pools and hissing fumaroles.

The Hike Proceed past more small thermal areas to the Seven Mile Hole Trail junction, 3 miles from campsite 4E1.

4 Seven Mile Hole

The steep trail switchbacks down 1400ft through Douglas firs, passing a 10ft-high geyser cone before arriving at a more active thermal area. Continue down to the end of the thermal basin then cross a small thermal stream. This entire area is known as Seven Mile Hole. Large springs emerge from the reddish chalky cliffs on the river’s far bank.

The Hike A good spot to overnight is campsite 4C3, reachable by fording narrow Sulphur Creek, then following the riverbank past a tiny hot pool.

5 The Climb

The first section is the hard 1400ft ascent back out of Seven Mile Hole to the junction with the Mt Washburn Spur Trail. Watch your footing and take it slow.

The Hike Back at the junction, head southwest along a trail that gradually grows wider as you continue along.

6 Canyon View

The final leg offers stupendous views over the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone. For the last 2.7 miles, you’ll pass through lodgepole forest carpeted with low-lying grouseberry shrubs, and you’ll have fine glimpses through the trees of the 1200ft-deep canyon just south of the trail.




YELLOWSTONE SUPERVOLCANO

Mt Washburn is all that remains of a volcano that erupted around 640,000 years ago, forming the vast Yellowstone Caldera. Interpretive displays in the lookout tower point out the caldera extents, making this a memorable place to get a sense of the awesome scale of the Yellowstone Supervolcano. The lofty summit also serves as a useful lookout for fires, and the tower is still staffed continuously from mid-June until the end of September.

Mt Washburn peak is named after Montana surveyor-general Henry Washburn, who rode up the peak to see the view during the Washburn, Langford and Doane expedition of 1870.




Wildlife Watching in the Hayden Valley

BISON, BEARS AND BIRDS

The Yellowstone River is broad and shallow as it meanders gently through the vast grasslands of Hayden Valley, named after the expedition leader whose 1871 survey led to the establishment of the park the following year. This former lake bed was formed in the last ice age when a glacial outburst flooded the valley, turning the region into an arm of Yellowstone Lake. The fine silt-and-clay soil prevents water from percolating into the ground, making the area marshy and impenetrable to most trees. This supports the rich shrubs and grasses favored by bison.
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Bison, Hayden Valley | Manel Vinuesa/getty images ©

The Hayden is the largest valley in the park and one of its premier wildlife-viewing areas. Take your time as you drive the 16-mile road from Canyon Village south to Lake Village. With patience you’re likely to see coyotes, springtime grizzlies, elk and lots of bison, plus one of the largest fall ruts. Bison, in fact, are usually here year-round, and if you visit in the spring, you might see the year’s first calves, which are born in late April or May.

Bird-watching is equally impressive. The region is home to white pelicans, trumpeter swans, sandhill cranes, ospreys, bald eagles and Canada geese. There are popular viewing areas 1 mile north of Sulphur Cauldron and 1.5 miles north of Trout Creek. At prime spots like Alum Creek, you’ll want to set up your spotting scope early, as the pullouts fill with cars an hour or two before dusk.
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Pelicans, Hayden Valley | alwayssunnyalwaysreal/shutterstock ©



BISON PROWESS

Despite their docile, hulking appearance and ‘aloof’ manner, bison are surprisingly agile. They become increasingly uneasy when approached. A raised tail indicates one of two subsequent events: a charge or discharge. Statistically speaking, bison are much more dangerous than bears. Every year several visitors are gored and seriously injured by these animals, and sometimes even killed. Keep your distance to avoid becoming an unwilling rodeo clown – especially in August when it's rutting season.




Getting Around

Keep in mind the opening dates for key roads in the area. The high-elevation road between Canyon Village and Tower Fall is the last to open in the park, typically on the last Friday in May.






YELLOWSTONE LAKE


[image: jpg]

The shimmering centerpiece of the southeast section of the park, Yellowstone Lake sits at an elevation of 7733ft, and its great size makes it one of the largest alpine lakes on the planet. The lake remains frozen almost half the year, from January to early June, though its average depth is 140ft (maximum 390ft) and parts of the lake floor boil with underwater hot springs.

The lake’s southern and eastern borders flank the steep Absaroka Range and the pristine Thorofare region, some of the wildest and remotest lands in the lower 48. This watery wilderness lined with volcanic beaches is best explored by boat or sea kayak.

The lake is home to the biggest inland population of cutthroat trout in the US. In addition to excellent fishing and boating, the lake also offers prime birding and wildlife watching. Thermal activity rings the lake, and in cold weather steaming thermals blur into the water.

[image: jpg]


TOP SIGHTS

1 Heart Lake

2 Pelican Valley Trailhead

3 West Thumb

SIGHTS

see 3 Abyss Pool

see 3 Big Cone Geyser

see 3 Black Pool

4 Fishing Bridge

see 3 Fishing Cone

see 3 Lakeshore Geyser

see 3 Thumb Paint Pots

SLEEPING

5 Grant Village

see 6 Lake Lodge Cabins

6 Lake Yellowstone Hotel

EATING

see 5 Grant Village Lake House Restaurant




TOP TIP

A 22-mile section of the Grand Loop Rd hugs Yellowstone Lake’s shoreline between Fishing Bridge Junction to the north and West Thumb Junction to the west. Visitor centers and convenience stores are at Fishing Bridge and Grant Village. Grant and Lake Villages offer the most visitor services, including dining.
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Yellowstone Lake | Kris Wiktor/shutterstock ©


Exploring West Thumb

THE STEAMING, SPOUTING LAKESHORE

Named for its location in the hand-shaped Yellowstone Lake, West Thumb is a small volcanic caldera spawned 150,000 years ago inside the much larger Yellowstone Caldera. Yellowstone Lake filled the crater, creating West Thumb Bay, a circular inlet at the lake’s western end. The geyser basin pours more than 3000 gallons of hot water into the lake daily.

Back in the early days of the park, visitors would take a steamboat from West Thumb to the Lake Hotel, stopping at Dot Island en route to gawk at the captive elk and bison that were in pens there. Although West Thumb is not one of Yellowstone’s prime thermal sites, its half-mile shoreline boardwalk loop (with a shorter inner loop to finish) passes more than a dozen hot springs. At famous Fishing Cone, anglers once used the infamous ‘hook ’n’ cook’ method to prepare their catch, casting fish into the boiling water – a practice now prohibited.

Fluctuating lake levels in spring and early summer sometimes submerge Fishing Cone and Lakeshore Geyser, but you can still see Big Cone. You can spot the underwater features by looking for slick spots or a slight bulge in the water.
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Geyser, West Thumb | Kris Wiktor/shutterstock ©

Abyss Pool is one of the park’s deepest springs, and during high season rangers typically give short talks here several times a day. Nearby Black Pool is one of the prettiest lakeside features, with stunning amber-colored runoff, though it’s now sapphire blue after years of lower temperatures supported mats of black thermophiles. Thumb Paint Pots are struggling to regain the energy that once catapulted boiling mud 25ft into the air.
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Bison, Pelican Valley | Karel Stipek/shutterstock ©



UNEARTHING YELLOWSTONE’S SOIL

If you’ve ever wondered why some parts of Yellowstone support vibrant vegetation and other areas do not, the answer has much to do with volcanic activity. Older eruptions covered the land in andesitic lava that turned into soil that was rich in nutrients, which helped nurture fir and spruce forests as well as wildflower-covered meadows. More recent eruptions emitted rhyolite lava, which ultimately yielded a poorer soil that could support few trees apart from the slender lodgepole pine.



WHERE TO STAY NEAR YELLOWSTONE LAKE

Lake Lodge Cabins

Away from the main lodge, you’ll find comfortable Western Cabins and smaller, shower-only Frontier Cabins. $$$

Lake Yellowstone Hotel

The cheery yellow colonial has classy rooms, some with lake views and internet access (a rarity in Yellowstone). $$$

Grant Village

Condo-like rooms have a somewhat dated design, but are well located, especially for visits to Grand Teton. $$$



PELICAN VALLEY HIKE
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Bird- and wildlife-watchers favor this rolling stroll through remote meadows and sagebrush in the heart of grizzly country. The 1 Pelican Valley Trailhead starts off by following the abandoned Turbid Lake service road due east for a few minutes, then veers north along the forest edge to an overlook. This provides the first sight of the Pelican Creek drainage, a couple of miles away. Look for pelicans at the mouth of the creek. The trail descends through open meadow to the valley floor, passing through boggy sections. Near the Turbid Lake Trail junction, scan the forest edge (and trail) for signs of coyotes, bison, elk and grizzlies. A mile further on the trail passes the rickety remains of the 2 Pelican Creek Bridge. Make the easy ford and climb a terrace for 1.5 miles to the bridge over 3 Astringent Creek, just before another junction. The marshy area around a group of thermal springs just south of the trail offers good wildlife watching. Continue east along the forest edge, scanning the clover patches for bear scat. Follow the old service road northeast for 1.5 miles to another easy ford of Pelican Creek and the Upper Pelican Creek Trail junction. The ill-defined trail later cuts south away from the valley edge, crossing meadows to 4 Raven Creek. There are plenty of waist-deep swimming holes here. Beyond Raven Creek, the trail heads southeast through sagebrush-interspersed meadows and then through a dormant thermal area fragrant with sulfur. After a patch of unburned forest, follow through rolling sagebrush hills to the 5 Pelican Springs patrol cabin and the Mist Creek Pass Trail junction. From here, it’s a well-defined, undulating 5 miles back to the Pelican Creek Bridge junction along the forested southern edge of the valley.





HIKING TRIP
Heart Lake & Mt Sheridan Hike
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While the shores of 2160-acre Heart Lake suffered damage in the 1988 fires, it remains a beautiful and popular destination. An extensive thermal field extends from the northwestern shore, showcasing boiling hot pots and a large geyser. Heart Lake provides rich habitat for waterfowl, and there are plentiful stocks of cutthroat and elusive – but record-setting – lake (Mackinaw) trout. Make this 22-mile round-trip hike from July to October (bear activity closes the trail from April through June).


1 Forests & Fumaroles

From the Heart Lake Trailhead, the sandy, mostly single-track trail takes you through strewn trunks and new-growth lodgepole forest. After a few miles, the trail rises slightly over a minor watershed to the first group of smoking fumaroles at the north foot of bald-topped Factory Hill (9607ft), 1½ to two hours from the trailhead. From here, your first glimpses of Heart Lake, 2 miles downhill, come into view.

The Hike From here, the big descent begins as you drop down some 500ft over the course of the next mile or so.

2 Heart Lake Geyser Basin

You may feel as if you’ve stumbled onto another planet as you wind your way past numerous spurting springs and boiling pools. The trail crosses warm Witch Creek several times to reach the Heart Lake patrol cabin, just off the lake’s north shore (7450ft).

The Hike Heart Lake Trail continues west (to the right), first following the gray-sand beach to cross the Witch Creek inlet on a log bridge.
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Heart Lake | mtnmichelle/getty images ©

3 Columbia Pool & Rustic Geyser

Follow the steam along an often-overgrown trail at the tree line behind 8H6 campsite to another fascinating thermal area. Here you will spot the azure Columbia Pool. Rustic Geyser spouts up to 50ft at irregular intervals, while other springs bubble up into large calcified bathtubs.

The Hike This is a prime spot for overnighting. You’ll find backcountry sites like 8H6, 8H5 and 8H4 near the lake. Otherwise look for the spur trail west to Mt Sheridan.

4 Mt Sheridan

The 3.3-mile Mt Sheridan trail crosses open meadows briefly before starting its spiraling 2800ft ascent along a steep spur largely covered in whitebark pines. You'll come to a saddle flanked by wind-battered firs. Continue left (southeast) up the narrowing tundra ridge, over old snowdrifts, to reach the 10,308ft talus-covered summit. The fire lookout scans 360 degrees, taking in Pitchstone Plateau to the west, Shoshone Lake to the northwest, Yellowstone Lake to the northeast and the jagged Tetons to the south. Snowdrifts often persist through mid-July. From here, it’s an 11.2-mile hike back to the Heart Lake Trailhead. If you prefer not to tack on the extra mileage, hiking just the Heart Lake Trail to the patrol cabin is around 15 miles round trip. With the fine campsites near the lake, however, it’s worth spreading it out over several days.





HIKING IN THE LAKE COUNTRY

Lake Country is best known for its boating opportunities, but its great hikes are also worthwhile. Bear activity in the river inlets to Yellowstone Lake delays the hiking season here (the Pelican Valley, Natural Bridge and Heart Lake Trails are closed until early July), making it a limited early-season option. Other restrictions apply, with some trails allowing day use only (9am to 7pm), so you won't be able to get an early-morning start.

Check with a visitor center if you are coming in early summer, and always hike with others – park officials recommend groups of four or more.



Trails, Viewpoints & Wildlife

BETWEEN FISHING BRIDGE AND THE EAST ENTRANCE

Fishing Bridge is perhaps not the best name for the scenic bridge spanning the Yellowstone River. There has been a bridge here since 1902 but it closed to fishing in 1973 to protect spawning cutthroat trout – much to the benefit of resident grizzlies. A good first stop in the area is the Fishing Bridge Visitor Center, housed in a 1931 stone-and-log building (classic Yellowstone ‘parchitecture’). Here you'll find a ranger station and a small museum highlighting the ecology of Yellowstone Lake with a special emphasis on birdlife. The lakeside ponds south of the bridge offer great bird-watching.

Nearby you’ll find some good hiking trails to take in the scenery, including the family-friendly Elephant Back Mountain, located 1.5 miles south of the Fishing Bridge. At Pelican Creek Bridge, 1 mile east of Fishing Bridge Visitor Center, an easy 1.3-mile loop nature trail winds through lodgepole forest to a pleasant beach and lake views. Keep an eye out for moose and springtime grizzlies in the wetlands.

Formed by a giant steam (not lava) explosion, Storm Point, 1.5 miles further east, juts into the north end of the lake. The looped 2.3-mile Storm Point Trail begins near Indian Pond, winding through diverse wildlife habitats, including meadows, shoreline and old forest. Wildlife, such as bison, moose, marmots and waterfowl, is particularly active around dusk and dawn. The trail closes in late spring and early summer due to bear activity and can be buggy early in summer.

Just east of Storm Point, a dirt road branches north to the Pelican Valley Trailhead. The lush, meandering meadows here rank among the park’s prime grizzly habitats.

Like West Thumb, crater-shaped Mary Bay is the result of a thermal explosion. Both Mary Bay and neighboring Sedge Bay are peppered with underwater thermal areas, of which roiling Steamboat Point is the most obvious. Sedge Bay beach is a launching point for canoe or kayak trips south along the lake’s eastern shoreline and is a fine place for a picnic. Bird-watchers flock to the bay’s southeastern corner.

As the East Entrance Rd turns away from the lake, a mile-long paved road (no buses, RVs or trailers) branches north to the Lake Butte Overlook, which offers grand sunset views of Yellowstone Lake and the remote Thorofare corner of the park. Further east is the slightly less impressive Yellowstone Lake Overlook.

The main road gradually climbs up the western slope of the remote Absaroka Range past lovely Sylvan Lake (with a picnic area and catch-and-release fishing), Eleanor Lake and the Avalanche Peak Trailhead. The road peaks at the avalanche area of Sylvan Pass (8530ft), dominated by 10,238ft Top Notch Peak to the south. Look for the Howitzer gun mounted on the southern side of the pass, employed to set off controlled avalanches during the dangerous winter months.

East of the pass the landscape becomes more rugged and impressive. The high, barren walls of Mt Langford (10,774ft) and Plenty Coups Peak (10,937ft) rise to the south. Middle Creek, with several good fishing spots, parallels the south side of the road.

The East Entrance marks the boundary between Yellowstone National Park and Shoshone National Forest. From here the Buffalo Bill Scenic Byway leads to Cody via the Wapiti Valley.
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Elephant Back Mountain trail | Kit Leong/shutterstock ©

WHERE TO EAT NEAR YELLOWSTONE LAKE

Lake Yellowstone Hotel Dining Room

Upscale setting for breakfast buffets and reservation-only French-inspired dinners. $$$

Wylie’s Canteen at Lake Lodge

Breakfast bowls, English muffin sandwiches, burgers and milkshakes. $$

Grant Village Lake House Restaurant

Tacos, churros and margaritas served on a covered deck overlooking the water. $



CLIMBING ELEPHANT BACK MOUNTAIN

This 3.5-mile hike is a short-but-sweet option that follows a well-traveled path and rewards you with fine lake views near the top. The start of this lollipop loop trail parallels the Grand Loop Rd for 100yd, then abruptly ducks into the forest. As you begin the steady climb keep an eye out for deer and moose. At the junction, you can take either way: both trails lead to the panoramic overlook (8600ft), although the trail to the left is steeper. At the top, you’ll have a view of Pelican Valley’s meadows to the left, Stevenson Island sitting in the lake ahead, and the Absaroka Range outlining the horizon in the distance.




Getting Around

Massive Yellowstone Lake is one of the few places that can be approached from all directions. You can get here from the north (coming from canyon country), south (from Grand Teton), west (via geyser country) and east (from Cody).







AROUND YELLOWSTONE
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CAPTIVATING TOWNS AND SCENIC DRIVES

Nature- and arts-loving settlements make excellent bases for exploring the region’s many highlights, from alpine peaks to fossil forests.
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Earthquake Lake | T.Schofield/shutterstock ©

The wilderness doesn’t really begin (or end) at the park entrance stations. The Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem is a protective cushion of national forests and mountainous wilderness reserves that offer almost as much scenic splendor as the park itself but without the crowds.

Latched onto Yellowstone Park’s northern boundaries, the three gateway towns of Gardiner, West Yellowstone and Cooke City serve as functional visitor hubs, good for a bed and a bite to eat, but it’s the four corridors that radiate out from the park that offer the real scenic draws. Plan your itinerary to combine the stunning Beartooth and Gallatin routes, or the Beartooth, Wapiti and Chief Joseph Scenic Hwys via the Wild West town of Cody, and you’ll have the makings of a spectacular road trip.

Further afield, you’ll find small towns and modest-sized cities that offer a fine counterpoint to adventures in the wild. You can browse the galleries of Livingston, check out a world-class natural history collection in Bozeman or tap into the contemporary art scene in Billings. Other highlights in the area include the Little Bighorn Battlefield on the Crow Reservation, the guest ranches of the Paradise Valley, and the Big Sky Resort with its legendary ski runs in winter and hiking paths, ziplines and mountain-biking trails in the summer.
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THE MAIN AREAS

WEST YELLOWSTONE

Lively gateway town with history.

EARTHQUAKE LAKE

Powerful tectonic forces on display.

GALLATIN VALLEY

Hiking, mountain biking and skiing.

LIVINGSTON & THE PARADISE VALLEY

Arts-loving town and canyon beauty.

BOZEMAN

Mountain city with top museums and restaurants.

BILLINGS

Gateway to battlefields, plus scenic drives.

CODY

Rodeos, cowboys and outdoor adventures.




Find Your Way

The region surrounding the park has a mix of wilderness reserves, scenic drives and vibrant towns. You could spend weeks exploring it all, or simply choose one or two areas as a base while visiting Yellowstone.
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Plan Your Time

You could have a memorable getaway here without setting foot in the national park. There’s first-class rafting, hiking, biking and skiing, plus farm-to-table cooking and craft breweries awaiting at the day’s end.
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Pressed for Time

• Starting off in Bozeman, spend the morning gazing at T. rex skulls at the Museum of the Rockies. In the afternoon, drive to nearby Livingston to browse the shops and galleries. On the next day, head to the Paradise Valley (pictured) for a rafting trip along the Yellowstone River then enjoy a bit of R&R at Chico Hot Springs.




A Long Weekend

• In Cody, get a taste of the legendary West on a wander through the Old Trail Town. Later, explore frontier life, Native American art and natural history at the Buffalo Bill Center of the West. From there, take the Chief Joseph Scenic Byway and connect to the alpine Beartooth Hwy, which combine for one of America’s most scenic drives.



SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS

SPRING

With limited opportunities for outdoor activities, spring is a good time to focus on local culture.

SUMMER

Abundant outdoor adventures such as whitewater rafting, rodeos, Native American tours and arts events.

FALL

Up to mid-October is still a great time for hiking and other activities with fiery fall colors adding to the magic.

WINTER

The place to be is Big Sky Resort in the Gallatin Valley, with its array of ski runs and winter activities.




WEST YELLOWSTONE


[image: jpg]

The rambling mountain town of West Yellowstone is smack in the middle of some of the best hiking, fishing, sightseeing and hunting in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. It’s only 32 miles from Old Faithful and 50 miles from Big Sky, making it an ideal base for exploring the park and countryside – as long as you don’t mind a little company.

In the early 1900s, the Union Pacific Railroad built a rail line to the western edge of the park, then a fledgling community called Riverside. In 1908 Eagle’s General Store (still on Yellowstone Ave today) was established, joined by the Madison Hotel in 1912. The frontier-style town, soon rechristened Yellowstone, became a hub of activity fueled by the railroad, until the rise of automobile travel put the line out of business in 1960. There are still vestiges of its railroad-loving past as well as some fine museums and one of Yellowstone’s best wildlife parks.
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TOP SIGHTS

1 Grizzly & Wolf Discovery Center

SIGHTS

2 Museum of the Yellowstone

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

3 Big Sky Anglers

4 Freeheel & Wheel

5 Yellowstone Vacations

SLEEPING

6 Historic Madison Hotel

7 Stage Coach Inn

8 Three Bear Lodge

EATING

9 Madison Crossing Lounge

10 Taqueria Malverde

11 Wild West Pizzeria & Saloon

12 YBC Taproom

ENTERTAINMENT

13 Yellowstone Giant Screen Theater

SHOPPING

14 Book Peddler

15 Smith & Chandler

INFORMATION

16 West Yellowstone Visitor Information Center




TOP TIP

Yellowstone NP’s busiest access is the West Entrance, which admits around two million visitors per year. Hotels and restaurants get booked solid in the summer, and traffic can come to a standstill as everyone funnels through the gates.
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Museum of the Rockies | Michael Gordon/shutterstock ©


Close Encounters with Apex Predators

VISITING THE GRIZZLY & WOLF DISCOVERY CENTER

The not-for-profit Grizzly & Wolf Discovery Center is home to seven different grizzly bears and two packs of wolves, as well as otters, birds of prey and some decidedly photogenic ground squirrels. Apart from the latter, the animals found here wouldn’t survive in the wild.

Each of the animals has a different story, but the bears generally arrived after becoming habituated to humans and becoming a ‘nuisance.’ Here they can live out the rest of their days in relative comfort, though there is a small ask in exchange for the food and lodging. The bears serve as product testers. Several times a week, staff bring out a new device for them to grapple with, usually a cooler or trash can filled with treats (dog biscuits are a favorite) to entice them. If the bears fail to break in (or destroy the thing) after a solid hour of effort, the device is officially dubbed ‘bear-proof.’ Bears range in size from 380 pounds to 991 pounds, and they all have quite distinct personalities. They enter the enclosure singly or in compatible pairs, and you can learn all about their individual backstories from park staff while you watch the bears in action.

Nearby, you can watch the park’s captivating wolves from the oversized windows inside the Naturalist Cabin. If you’ve never stared into the golden eyes of a wolf, this is your chance. Staff can fill you in on the story and personality traits of each wolf, and if they’re not on hand, you can find binders with loads of info on the canines. Keep an eye out for Sura, the alpha (female) of the Fossil Butte pack. Sura, which means ‘new life’ in Inuit, is an apt name considering she gave birth to a litter of four puppies that are all now part of her pack (and let her call all the shots). The keepers try to keep things natural, and they spray other scents around – both prey and fellow predators – to keep their instincts as wild as possible.

The newest part of the wildlife park is the Riparian Exhibit, aka the Banks of the Yellowstone. Here you’ll find otters diving and frolicking in the water, and can also check out other creatures, like the cutthroat trout, the Columbia spotted frog, western tiger salamanders and terrestrial garter snakes.

From late May to November, the park is also home to a number of raptors whose injuries prevent them from returning to the wild. There are various bald eagles, several hawk species and two great horned owls.

After experiencing close encounters with birds, reptiles and mammals, leave time to explore the small museum inside. You can see some massive taxidermy (including a 1400lb polar bear), compare skulls and teeth, learn about animal behavior, get insight into diet (whitebark pine nuts can be a huge part of a grizzly diet) and even peer at scat (under glass). A few common myths are also dispelled – bears don’t actually hibernate, but enter a state of ‘winter lethargy.’ To make a day of it, you can also watch one of the nature films that are screened in the small theater.
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Wolf, Grizzly & Wolf Discovery Center | Larry Lamsa, CC BY 2.0, via Wikimedia Commons ©

BEST OUTFITTERS

Freeheel & Wheel

Rent bikes, cross-country skis and snowshoes (or order espressos) from this women-owned business.

Big Sky Anglers

Organize all the gear for an epic fly-fishing outing, or book an excursion with one of their guides.

Yellowstone Vacations

A wide range of tours, including summer bus tours, winter snow-coach excursions and snowmobile tours.


BEST PLACES TO EAT, DRINK & STAY

Madison Crossing Lounge

The town’s best restaurant fires up tasty bison tenderloin, Idaho trout and veggie stir-fries. $$$

YBC Taproom

House-made beers and southern snacks, plus games upstairs. $$

Taquería Malverde

Munch on tacos, burritos and fajitas, served from a repurposed bus. $

Wild West Pizzeria & Saloon

Decent pizzas, but it’s the country western ambience that’s a draw. $$

Historic Madison Hotel

This 1912 hostelry has cozy but basic log-walled rooms with shared bathrooms. $

Three Bear Lodge

Spacious hotel rooms featuring handmade reclaimed furniture, plus slightly cheaper motel rooms. $$

Stage Coach Inn

Past the lobby’s eye-catching taxidermy, you’ll find comfy rooms plus a sauna and indoor pool. $$$



BEST OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

Yellowstone Aerial Adventures

Self-guided high ropes courses, from easy to more challenging, with ziplines along the way.

Rendezvous Ski Trails

On the edge of town, you can ski some 21.5 miles of trails through forests and past open meadows.

Parade Rest Ranch

Go for a horseback ride with this ranch north of town. It also has cabins, fly-fishing and cookouts and winter activities.

Rainy Day in West Yellowstone

BOOKS, MOVIES AND MUSEUMS

When the weather sours, plan your day around browsing the shops, sipping coffee and enjoying some downtime. Start by getting your bearings at the excellent West Yellowstone Visitor Information Center, where you can get insight into both the town and the national park. Nearby, the Yellowstone Giant Screen Theatre screens the latest releases as well as the long-running film Yellowstone, which brings this extraordinary region to life with dramatized events depicting key historical episodes.

Just across Canyon St, the small Museum of the Yellowstone explores the early days of travel into the park by stagecoach and rail. It also touches on the 1959 earthquake and the devastating 1988 fires. Various films are shown throughout the day, and a ticket gets you admission for two days. It’s housed in the 1909 Union Pacific depot.

Across West Yellowstone Ave, stroll the scenic stretch of storefronts, including the vintage Smith & Chandler, a curio store that first opened in 1925. Although it burned down in 1973 (fire was a constant in this town), the store was rebuilt, and today it continues to stock good-quality wool socks, Pendleton blankets and Stetson hats.

Back around the corner on North Canyon St, the Book Peddler is West Yellowstone’s most charming cafe and its best little bookshop. Browse titles by local authors. After purchasing, curl up with your book of choice over a caffe latte and a slice of outrageously good pistachio bread.




LOCAL EXPERT: TOP PLACES FOR SNOWSHOEING
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Co-owner of Freeheel & Wheel, Melissa Alder shares her favorite winter trails. @freeheelandwheel

There are several trails along Hwy 191 that are in the northwest corner of the park, but you don’t have to go through the gate to get there. These are some of my favorite trails for skiing and snowshoeing.

Bighorn Pass Trail

The headwaters of the Gallatin River, at the end of which is Gallatin Lake, and it’s a beautiful drainage.

Specimen Creek

A scenic canyon trail with petrified tree trunks hidden up on some of the ridges a few miles in.

Fawn Pass

Takes you up a drainage along Fan Creek and you can combine it with Bighorn Pass to make a big 12-mile loop.




Getting Around

Once you arrive in town, you can park the car and get around the compact center on foot. Parking is free on the street.





WALKING THROUGH THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY

[image: jpg]

Watch the years slip away as you begin your stroll near the corner of Electric St and Yellowstone Ave. Tucked inside the lobby of the Branch Restaurant, you’ll find the 1 Oregon Short Line Railway Car, a beautifully preserved 1903 Pullman car, with elaborate wood paneling and velvet armchairs, that was once used by railroad executives. Strolling east along the avenue, you’ll pass the lofty 2 water tower on the right. Built in 1910, the 70ft tower provided water for the steam engines that rumbled into town; it's still the tallest structure in West Yellowstone. From there it's a short hop to the former 3 Union Pacific Dining Lodge, a rustically elegant 1925 building made of chunky wood and rhyolite stone. Some 1000 meals per day were served up to the generally wealthy train passengers arriving and departing by train. On the opposite side of the avenue, you’ll find several wooden hotels with deep roots in the community. The oldest of the bunch is the 4 Historic Madison, which was built in 1912 and hosted a handful of well-known visitors over the years including Clark Gable and President Herbert Hoover. Head around the corner and up to Madison Ave. The first 5 school in town opened in 1915 at No 121. It was rebuilt and remodeled a few times over the years, but there’s still more than a hint of the past lurking inside. The former gym houses the town’s spacious new craft brewery, while a high-end restaurant (Madison Crossing Lounge) occupies a former first-grade classroom. Walk one block west to reach the final stop, the 6 Stage Coach Inn. Built in 1948 for well-heeled visitors arriving by motor car, this accommodations was the classiest in town when it opened.






EARTHQUAKE LAKE
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Just before midnight on August 17, 1959, an earthquake measuring 7.5 on the Richter scale ripped the landscape of the Upper Madison Valley. As two huge fault blocks tilted and dropped, a massive 80-million-ton landslide pulverized two campgrounds, before rising halfway up the opposite valley wall.

The slip caused Hebgen Lake’s north shore to drop 18ft, flooding lakeshore houses and lodges. Gaps opened up in highways, and cars crashed into the gaping holes in classic disaster-movie style. Hurricane-force winds caused by the slide then rushed down the valley, tearing off campers’ clothes from their bodies and creating a huge wave on the lake. Mini-tsunamis sloshed up and down the lake for the next 12 hours, pouring over the Hebgen Lake Dam, which, amazingly, held firm.

In a final fanfare, several hundred of Yellowstone’s thermal features simultaneously erupted. After the dust settled, it was discovered that 28 people had been killed, mostly in the Rock Creek campsite.
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Earthquake Lake | melissamn/shutterstock ©


TOP TIP

The lake valley makes a relaxing setting for a few days of activities, whether camping, fishing, boating or hiking. You can rent kayaks, SUPs and fishing boats from the Kirkwood Marina on the north shore of Hebgen Lake. A good base for overnighting in a cabin is at the Campfire Lodge.





A LEAP IN THE NICK OF TIME

Testimonies of survivors show the terrifying power of the earthquake. Grace Miller, a 70-something-year-old resident who ran the Hilgard Lodge, awoke with an urgent feeling that she needed to leave her cabin home. When she went to her door, she found it jammed shut, but in a rush of adrenaline, she kicked it open – only to see a huge, newly formed gap. She and her malamute dog leaped across as the cabin fell away behind her. She wandered in the darkness trying to make her way to higher ground, and her dog Sandy stopped her several times from stepping into huge crevices. They finally found safety at a ranch 1.5 miles away early the next morning.



Visiting Earthquake Lake Sites

VISIBLE DEVASTATION OF THE LANDSCAPE

To get to grips with the enormity of the quake, the largest ever to hit the Rockies, visit the Earthquake Lake Visitor Center, atop the landslide area at the end of Quake Lake. Drive or hike up the interpretive trails for a vista of the dramatic slide area and a memorial boulder inscribed with the names of the 28 campers killed in the slide. A dock at the eastern end of Quake Lake allows boaters to glide past the surreal submerged treetops.

After visiting the visitor center, there are various other sites to visit on the drive back to West Yellowstone. At the so-called Ghost Village, you can see half a dozen cabins of the former Halford’s Camp that were stranded in the plain and then deposited by the rising waters of the new lake. To get here turn off the highway toward Campfire Lodge and then branch right down a dirt road. The cabins are on the other side of the river.

At the Cabin Creek Campground you can see see where a 20ft-tall cliff suddenly emerged along the Hebgen Lake fault line. One campsite actually straddled the fault, with the picnic table left above the scarp and the fire ring 20ft below.

A few miles further east along Hwy 287, a road leads off to a parking area and a short trail that leads to the ruins of the former Hilgard Lodge, which was destroyed by waves after the quake. You can also walk along the former highway and see where a landslide caused it to crumble into the water.
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Ghost Village | T.Schofield/shutterstock ©


Getting Around

Coming from West Yellowstone, it’s a 9-mile drive north along Hwy 191 to the turnoff to Hebgen Lake (marked with a sign for the National Forest Geologic Area, Earthquake Lake). From there, it’s another 19 miles along the lakeshore to the visitor center, with marked interpretive sites along the way.






GALLATIN VALLEY
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A broad ribbon snaking through big valleys, the Gallatin River leaves its headwaters in the northwest corner of Yellowstone National Park to cascade through the narrow, craggy Gallatin Valley. US 191 traces its path, eventually meeting the Madison, Jefferson and Missouri Rivers at Three Forks. Sandwiched between the scenic Madison and Gallatin Ranges, the route – first forged by Lewis and Clark – is peppered with enough trailheads to make return hikers and skiers arthritic. The commercial heart of the valley is the broad opening connecting Big Sky Resort.

On a clear day, you can see a distinct cluster of summits exceeding 10,000ft rising sharply out of the silhouette of the Gallatin Range, west of US 191. These are the Spanish Peaks, made of gneiss formed some 1.6 billion years ago. Apart from being the oldest rock formations in the Madison Range, these mountains are also the valley’s premier hiking and backcountry ski destination.

[image: jpg]

Gallatin River | Damon Callisto/shutterstock ©


TOP TIP

Hiking trails – all open to mountain biking – head into the mountains along numerous creek drainages from both sides of US 191. See Beartooth Publishing’s Bozeman, Big Sky, West Yellowstone map (updated in 2020).





BIG SKY

One of North America’s biggest ski resorts, Big Sky offers an awesome 5850 acres of skiable terrain, with a 4350ft vertical drop, 300 named runs and some 38 lifts, including a 75-passenger tram up to Lone Peak (elevation 11,167ft). The winter activities happen on four mountains that get more than 400in of powder a year. From June to September mountain bikers can take lift-serviced trails to reach more than 50 miles of trails (bikes available for rent). Thrill seekers can opt for zipline tours (the longest stretches for 1500ft some 150ft above the forest floor). Many other activities are on offer, from archery and rock climbing to hiking and horseback riding.



Outdoor Adventures in Gallatin Valley

FLY-FISHING, HIKING, RAFTING AND HORSEBACK RIDING

Ever since Robert Redford and Brad Pitt made it look sexy in the 1992 classic A River Runs Through It, Montana has been closely tied to fly-fishing cool. Whether you are just learning or you're a world-class trout wrangler, the wide, fast rivers are always spectacularly beautiful and filled with fish.

For DIY trout fishing, the Gallatin River, 8 miles southwest of Bozeman along Hwy 191, has the most accessible, consistent angling spots, closely followed by the beautiful Yellowstone River, 25 miles east of Bozeman in the Paradise Valley. If you’d like a hand, Gallatin River Guides offers guided fly-fishing trips and equipment rentals.

When it comes to hiking, there are numerous good trails in the area, including the 8.2-mile out-and-back hike up to Cinnamon Mountain, for sweeping 360-degree views from the 9350ft summit. Slightly less strenuous is the gorgeous 6-mile (round-trip) hike to Lava Lake.

The Gallatin Valley offers some of the best white-water rafting around Yellowstone – most exciting during June’s high water. For inspiration, check out the ‘mad mile’ of white water visible from the main road after the Cascade Creek bridge. Geyser Whitewater Expeditions offers half- and full-day rafting trips as well as scenic floats and kayak excursions. Montana Whitewater offers a similar array of outings as well as easygoing tubing on the Madison River.

You can get in the saddle with Jake’s Horses, a reputable operator running horseback riding tours since 1976. They offer a wide range of excursions, from one-hour to multiday pack trips with tent camping in Yellowstone.
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Lava Lake | Gray Moeller/shutterstock ©


Getting Around

Many trailheads are located right off Hwy 191. Be careful when pulling off to access these hikes as traffic is heavy and fast-moving on this winding two-lane highway.





LIVINGSTON & THE PARADISE VALLEY
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The Paradise Valley is proud of its heritage as the 'original' entrance to Yellowstone. When the Northern Pacific completed a rail line to Livingston, at the valley’s north end, in 1882, the first visitors to Yellowstone began arriving, transferring to pack horse, mule and later stagecoach – the main way into the park for its first four decades.

While it now competes with the likes of the Tetons and Beartooth Pass for the title of 'most dramatic approach,' the drive through the pastoral river flats flanked by the Gallatin and Absaroka Ranges will definitely set the tempo for big adventures ahead. It's not called 'paradise' for nothing.

Livingston makes for an intriguing stopover before you head south on Hwy 89 toward Gardiner and the park. Twenty-five miles south of Livingston, unpretentious Chico Hot Springs has garnered a sizable following in recent years, while the blink-and-you-miss-it village of Emigrant has a few surprises of its own.
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TOP SIGHTS

1 Chico Hot Springs

2 Yellowstone Gateway Museum

SIGHTS

3 Emigrant

4 Gardiner

5 Livingston

see 5 Livingston Center for Art & Culture

see 5 Livingston Depot Center

see 5 Medicine Bird Gallery

6 Pray

see 4 Yellowstone Heritage & Research Center

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

see 5 Dan Bailey's Outdoor Company

7 Elbow Lake Trailhead

see 4 Flying Pig Adventures

8 Pine Creek Lake Trailhead

see 4 Roosevelt Arch

SLEEPING

9 Mountain Sky Guest Ranch

10 Yellowstone Hot Springs

11 Yellowstone Valley Lodge

EATING

see 3 Follow Yer' Nose BBQ

see 4 Gardiner Market

see 3 Old Saloon

see 4 The Corral

see 3 Wildflour Bakery

see 4 Wonderland Cafe & Lodge

see 4 Yellowstone Perk

SHOPPING

see 5 Livingston Farmers Market




TOP TIP

Main St is a prime draw for locals and visitors alike, as is the Livingston Farmers Market, held summer Wednesdays (4:30pm–7:30pm) at Miles Park on the Yellowstone River. The park is also a great spot for a waterfront stroll or jog.
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Horse grazing, Paradise Valley | Hannah Lorsch/shutterstock ©


Getting Active in the Paradise Valley

HIKING, FISHING AND CYCLING

The Paradise Valley’s most popular trail is the 10.5-mile round-trip hike to Pine Creek Lake. The trail starts from the Pine Creek Campground parking area and leads up to Pine Creek Falls, where the crowds thin out for the next 4 miles to the lake, gaining around 3000ft en route.

Further south, down Mill Creek Rd, is the trailhead for Elbow Lake, 3500ft above the trailhead at the base of 11,206ft Mt Cowen, the highest peak in the Absaroka Range. The strenuous 18-mile round-trip hike is best done as an overnighter.

The Yellowstone River winds past 19 fishing access sites along the Paradise Valley, most of which have boat ramps. Experienced anglers can pit themselves against challenging private spring creeks. Book an excursion or rent gear from a reputable outfitter like Dan Bailey’s in Livingston.

The Paradise Valley has some of the best cycling in the Yellowstone region. The paved East River Rd from the junction with Hwy 89 to Chico Rd and Chico Hot Springs is a scenic, smooth ride of 24 miles. For something more suited to fat tires, try the 17-mile gravel Gardiner Back Rd between Gardiner and Tom Miner Rd. This route starts from just behind the Yellowstone Heritage & Research Center as a dedicated bike path and follows the old railroad bed and stagecoach road past the Devil’s Slide, the narrows of Yankee Jim Canyon and several primitive camping spots. To shorten the ride, turn off at Corwin Springs after 8 miles. Combine these routes and you’ll get a complete traverse of the valley.
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Paradise Valley | Hannah Lorsch/shutterstock ©


GEOLOGIC WONDERS

South of the Tom Miner turnoff, US 89 winds through Yankee Jim Canyon, a narrow gorge cut through folded bands of extremely old rock (mostly gneiss) that look a bit like marble cake. Yankee Jim George hacked out a toll road through the canyon in the 19th century and made a living from Yellowstone-bound stagecoaches until the railroad put him out of business. This stretch of the Yellowstone River is the valley’s hottest white-water spot.

Further south, a pullout offers fine views of the Devil’s Slide, a superbly named, salmon-pink landslide area consisting of 200-million-year-old rock. Keep an eye out for bighorn sheep here.



WHERE TO STAY IN THE PARADISE VALLEY

Yellowstone Valley Lodge

A great place for anglers with modern cabins on the banks of the Yellowstone River. $$$

Mountain Sky Guest Ranch

Professionally run dude ranch with horseback riding, fly-fishing and other adventures. $$$

Yellowstone Hot Springs

Camping, RV sites and well-equipped log cabins, plus a hot-springs-fed swimming pool. $$$

Fun Times in Pray & Emigrant

HOT SPRINGS AND VINTAGE BUILDINGS

Thirty miles from Yellowstone National Park, just south of Pray at the mouth of Emigrant Canyon, Chico Hot Springs was established in 1900 as a luxurious getaway for local cattle barons. The Victorian elegance has been restored, with great attention to rustic detail. It’s worth a visit just to poke around and take a plunge in the large outdoor pool, fed from hot springs and a toasty 103°F (39°C) most days.

The resort has a wide range of lodging, from motel-style fishers cabins to spacious hillside chalets with mountain views. You can also stay in a repurposed train car, overnight in a glamping-style covered wagon or stay in a private vacation house.

The Chico Inn Restaurant is renowned throughout the region and reservations are essential. But there’s also more casual fare at the snack bar adjoining the pool or you can linger over snacks and drinks at the Saloon – which also hosts live music on weekends.

Chico’s activity center offers a comprehensive array of activities: mountain biking, horseback riding, fly-fishing, rock climbing, stand-up paddleboard (SUP) rentals and rafting trips down the Yellowstone. In the winter, you can go cross-country skiing or on a dogsledding tour. There’s even a full spa to help you recover.

On the way to Chico, it's worth detouring to Emigrant, which was once a railroad stop for mining in the area. Located along Hwy 89, the tiny settlement has a handful of vintage-looking buildings that evoke the Old West, and it makes a fine spot to grab a bite.



REMOTE ADVENTURES IN TOM MINER BASIN

To get off the beaten track, head west of US 89 on Tom Miner Rd, 17 miles north of Gardiner and 35 miles south of Livingston, into one of the prettiest pockets of land in the area. The washboard road ends 12 miles west of the highway at the secluded 16-site Tom Miner Campground, which has potable water and toilets.

Trails from the campground lead up through the Gallatin Petrified Forest, where remnants of 35- to 55-million-year-old petrified redwood and oak trees lie scattered among the Absaroka’s volcanic rocks. A 0.5-mile interpretive trail near the campground winds around volcanic bluffs of fused ash and peters out by a remarkable piece of petrified wood that is lodged in the roof of a small cave.



WHERE TO EAT & DRINK IN EMIGRANT

Follow Yer’ Nose BBQ

Ramshackle spot with heavenly brisket and pulled pork best enjoyed on the spacious deck. $$

Old Saloon

Knock back a few cold ones with the cowboys at this atmospheric hole in the wall. $

Wildflour Bakery

Perfect way to start the day with breakfast sandwiches, cinnamon rolls and fair-trade coffee. $

History & Art in Livingston

CHECKING OUT THE MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES

Home to antique shops, galleries and upscale restaurants, the arts-loving community of Livingston is a great place to delve into the lore of Yellowstone’s 19th-century visitors.

Set in the original colonnaded Northern Pacific Railroad depot, the Livingston Depot Center has exhibits charting the engineering challenges of laying railroad tracks across the Rockies as well as models, uniforms and photos from the heyday of train travel in the region. Worthwhile temporary exhibitions have explored topics like Cinema in Montana, animal migrations and the Western photography of Barbara Van Cleve. Dating from 1902, the building itself is a work of art and designed by Reed & Stem, the architects responsible for New York’s Grand Central Station.

On the other side of the train tracks, Yellowstone Gateway Museum houses a collection of historical and archaeological treasures tucked inside a cozy, century-old schoolhouse. Exhibits include a pioneer kitchen and an early Yellowstone stagecoach. You can check out a dugout canoe made by Churchill Clark (the fourth great-grandson of explorer William Clark) and learn about local characters like Joe Garr, who fought in WWII and kept a remarkable record of his travels in the South Pacific. You can also see a century-old bicycle, not unlike those used by the African American bicycle corps that passed through Livingston during an experimental 1900-mile journey between Missoula and St Louis.

Down on Main St, you can take in Livingston’s burgeoning gallery scene. A few key places include the wide-ranging Livingston Center for Art & Culture, the whimsical crafts of Raised by Wolves and the Medicine Bird Gallery featuring the exquisite photography of Gary Crandall.
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LOCAL EXPERT: LIVINGSTON’S INDIE STORES
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Candace Hall, the owner of Bitterroot Records, shares her favorite independent shops.

@bitterrootrecords

Boheme Apotheca

An amazing couple runs this place. She makes her own hydrosols. We’re so lucky to have her. Also sell vintage clothes, jewelry and handmade things.

Elk River Books

Much-loved bookstore, with author events and readings – one of the few things there is to do in the winter.

Raised by Wolves

They have a lot of delightfully strange things like creepy artwork and handmade puppets.

Cactus Blossom

A great little store and collective of women who do workshops: glass-blowing, jewelry making and crafting your own incense.



WHERE TO EAT & DRINK IN LIVINGSTON

Campione

Livingston’s best spot for dinner (or weekend brunch) with Italian dishes showcasing local ingredients. $$$

Murray Bar

Iconic spot for drinks in the Murray Hotel; munch on pizza from Gil's next door. $

Pinky’s

Inviting diner on Main St for comfort fare, with breakfast served all day. $



BEST PLACES TO EAT IN GARDINER

Wonderland Cafe & Lodge

Buzzing spot for organic salads, elk chili, Montana rib eye and veg-friendly stir-fries, plus baked goods in the morning. $$

Gardiner Market

Small but well-stocked grocery store with fair prices and lots of picnic fare. $

The Corral

Much-loved spot with outdoor tables for burgers, sweet-potato fries and milkshakes. $$

Yellowstone Perk

Gardiner’s best espresso drinks (try a huckleberry latte) as well as breakfast burritos, veggie panini and bison tacos. $$



Gearing Up for Adventure in Gardiner

EXPLORING YELLOWSTONE'S PRIME GATEWAY

Gardiner is piled so tightly against Yellowstone National Park's northern boundary it looks as if a massive train loaded with souvenir shops, hotels and restaurants crashed into it. This is a quintessential tourist town that exists solely to house and feed the thousands of visitors that pour through the park's original entrance every year.

The border of the park is marked by the Roosevelt Arch, constructed in 1903 and emblazoned with the powerful reminder, 'For the benefit and enjoyment of the people.' Originally, visitors traveled through the arch on the old stagecoach road. Today most people pull over to walk through the portal, though you can still drive through it. A short drive northwest of the arch, the Yellowstone Heritage & Research Center has abundant archives (more than five million items and growing), which are a fantastic resource on the park. Drop-in visitors can peruse the temporary exhibits in the lobby and upstairs, and use the library (though you won’t be able to check out any books).

In town, half-a-dozen companies operate family-friendly rafting trips on the Yellowstone River through the class II to III rapids of Yankee Jim Canyon, one of Montana’s more famous white-water spots. Both half- and full-day rafting trips operate from mid-May to mid-September. Most companies, including well-known outfitters like Flying Pig Adventures, also offer ‘paddle and saddle’ combos, typically giving you two hours of rafting and two hours of horseback riding.


Getting Around

The West Entrance, from Gardiner into Yellowstone, is the only entrance to the national park that's open year-round. Mammoth Hot Springs is just 5 miles away, though you'll want to get an early start to beat the heavy traffic backups in the summer.






BOZEMAN
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In a magnificent setting in the Gallatin Valley, Bozeman enjoys prime access to the Bridger and Gallatin Ranges surrounding it. Unlike some other mountain towns, Bozeman still has an authentic feel with historic buildings lining its downtown and a passionate nature-loving community working hard to preserve the land. The challenges, however, are substantial in one of the nation’s fastest-growing micropolitan regions.

Apart from all the outstanding hiking, cycling, skiing, rafting and other outdoor possibilities, Bozeman has some great museums and cultural attractions, plus plenty of brewpubs, locally owned boutiques and diverse restaurants. The town was named after the frontiersman John Bozeman, who founded the town in 1864 as a supply hub for prospectors looking to strike it rich in nearby gold rush territory. There’s a youthful energy to the town thanks to students from Montana State University.
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SIGHTS

1 Emerson Center for the Arts & Culture

2 Gallatin History Museum

SLEEPING

3 RSVP Motel

4 Lark

EATING

5 Plonk

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

6 Treeline Coffee Roasters




TOP TIP

Galleries stay open late (and pour free wine) on the first Friday of each month and there's plenty of live music happening around town on weekends as well as the occasional dance or theater performance. Check Bozone (bozone.com).





A GIANT OF PALEONTOLOGY

The former curator of the Museum of the Rockies is larger than life. Paleontologist Jack Horner is widely believed to have been the model for the character Dr Alan Grant in the book Jurassic Park and served as technical adviser to all the films. And yes, they did extract soft tissue from a Tyrannosaurus thigh bone, right here in Bozeman. Among scientists Horner is perhaps best known for his discoveries related to the large herbivorous Maiasaura, offering clear evidence that some dinosaurs cared for their young. Horner published over 100 research papers as well as a handful of books, including three titles about dinosaurs for children.



Peering Back to the Age of Dinosaurs

MONTANA'S BEST PREHISTORIC COLLECTION

The most insightful natural history exhibitions in Montana should not be missed. The Museum of the Rockies (MOR) has stellar displays on the geological history of the Rockies, and dinosaur exhibits including an Edmontosaurus jaw with its incredible battery of teeth, the largest T. rex skull in the world and a full T. rex (with only a slightly smaller skull).

It’s amazing how much drama you can find in a single 50-million-year-old slab of rock. From the group of teenage diplodocus who suffocated when their legs became stuck in river mud, to the dinosaur skeleton surrounded by the teeth of the pack of predators that devoured it, these are fossils that come alive before your eyes.

MOR also shatters preconceptions, reminding you that many dinosaurs were in fact clad in feathers and that sharks once swam the tropical seas covering current-day Montana. Then there’s the scale of the beasts – 9ft-long rib bones stand in the corner near huge 20ft-tall reconstructions of horned Torosaurus and Montanoceratops (we kid you not). On display here is the world’s largest collection of T. rex skeletons.

Laser planetarium shows are interesting, as is the living-history outdoors section (closed in winter). There's also a reasonable set of exhibitions on Yellowstone (with an emphasis on Native American culture) and old cars and wagons used to get around the area. The museum probably won't occupy a full day, but it does have plenty of hands-on exhibits for the littler ones.
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Museum of the Rockies | Hugh K Telleria/shutterstock ©

WHERE TO STAY IN BOZEMAN

The Lark

Boasting a yellow palette and modern graphic design, this hip place has a great walkable location. $$$

RSVP Motel

Stylish upscale motel with colorful rooms and a great little on-site cafe and restaurant. $$$

Howlers Inn

A sanctuary with rescued captive-born wolves living in enclosed areas, supported by the B&B profits. $$



BEST PLACES TO EAT & DRINK IN BOZEMAN

Montana Ale Works

Amid industrial chic in the former Northern Pacific freight warehouse, you’ll find award-winning craft brews and creative cooking (flathead trout crostini, truffle fries, wagyu burgers) plus a kids' menu. $$

Treeline Coffee Roasters

Sit at a table under the trees, sipping the best coffee in town, or head inside to the heady aroma of the roasting room.

Plonk

Stylish spot for both cheese boards and heartier dishes like tempura black cod or massaman curry, paired with good wine and excellent cocktails. $$$



History, Culture & Computers in Bozeman

MUSEUMS AND ARTS CENTERS

You’ll find a full day’s worth of amusement in this surprising mountain town. Conveniently located on Main St, the Gallatin History Museum does a fine job of shining a spotlight on the past. Exhibitions cover Native Americans in the area, pioneers, 19th-century weaponry and changing fashions over the decades. The museum is set in the former jail, a red-brick building from 1911, and you can see the original cells as well as a hanging gallows, where Seth Danner met his end in 1923 (the only person to be executed in the jail).

A bulwark of the creative scene in Bozeman, the Emerson Center for the Arts & Culture is a nonprofit set in an old school a couple of blocks from Main St. Here you can see works by regional artists in changing exhibitions throughout the year, as well as the occasional film screening and musical performance.

If you have even one bit of computer geek in you (and don’t cringe at the odd IT pun), visit the American Computer & Robotics Museum. You'll find an eclectic collection of artifacts covering landmarks in computer development including binary circuits, vacuum tubes, a chunk of ENIAC, an original Apple I signed by 'the Woz' himself and a navigation computer from a Minuteman 1 missile – most with painstakingly detailed explanations.

Another fine landmark in Bozeman is the Story Mansion, which is a striking 1866 building and former home of Nelson Story. Periodic events are worth seeking out, including open houses and film screenings on the lawn.


Getting Around

Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport, 8 miles northwest of downtown, serves major hubs. Car rental places are located exclusively at the airport.






BILLINGS
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It's hard to believe laid-back Billings is Montana's largest city (population 120,000). The friendly oil-and-ranching center doesn’t rank high among the state’s must-see destinations, but it’s an intriguing place to explore, with a mix of worthwhile museums and historical sites, an underrated dining scene and one of the best collections of microbreweries in the state.

Billings owes its founding – and its name – to the railroad. Back in 1882, executives from the Northern Pacific Railroad decided to make the alkali flats above the Yellowstone River the western rail hub as the lines continued expanding west through the Montana Territory. Named after the Railroad president Frederick Billings, the town went from a few tent shelters to more than 1500 residents by the end of 1883. The growth was so astonishing that Billings became known as ‘the Magic City.’
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TOP SIGHTS

1 Moss Mansion Museum

2 Western Heritage Center

3 Yellowstone Art Museum

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

4 Bar MT

5 Craft Local

6 Überbrew




TOP TIP

Though it’s not the most auspicious location (you'll see what we mean), the Billings Chamber of Commerce (9am to 5pm weekdays) has info on activities and the latest events around town. Find online info at Downtown Billings (downtownbillings.com).




Downtown Discoveries in Billings

ART, ARCHITECTURE AND HISTORY

Most people skip through Billings on their way into Yellowstone or out to Little Bighorn, meaning you’ll be something of a trailblazer if you stop and do a day's exploring.

A good first stop is the Western Heritage Center (WHC), which has changing exhibitions that illuminate unique aspects of the Montana experience. Rare engravings of works by early Yellowstone artists, photographs of Montana ghost towns, lifestyles on Native American reservations and immigrant communities in Billings are a few recent themes the WHC has explored. It’s set in a grand Romanesque building complete with circular towers that originally housed the Parmly Billings Memorial Library when it opened in 1901.

Like the Gallatin History Museum in Bozeman, the Yellowstone Art Museum (YAM) is set in a former jail. The tiny 1884 building, however, has been greatly expanded over the years – as has the collection, going from 609 pieces in 1994 to more than 7400 today. Now Montana’s largest collection of contemporary art, the YAM celebrates the work of top local and regional artists. Discover immense talents like Native American photographer Ken Blackbird, lithographer Russell Chatham or mixed-media artist Brooke Atherton.

Billings’ most impressive former dwelling is the Moss Mansion, a three-story 28-room house built of Lake Superior red sandstone in 1903. Stop in for a self-paced wander around the beautifully designed house set with original furnishings, or book ahead for a guided tour led by a historian – highly recommended for learning about the early history of Billings.


BEST CRAFT BEER SPOTS IN BILLINGS

Überbrew

Polished taproom where you can munch on a beer-marinated bockwurst with a glass of top-selling White Noise Hefeweizen.

Bar MT

More than two dozen craft beers on tap inside the historic depot – head out back to read about town history posted by the train tracks.

Craft Local

Montana microbrews served up in a huge hub of Billings culture, with live music (jazz, blues, indie rock) as well as poetry open mics sessions.

Montana Brewing Company

Much-loved restaurant-style brewery with a large front patio.




Getting Around

Billings spreads along the north side of the Yellowstone River, although refineries block views of the water. Downtown has a walkable core, particularly along Montana Ave west of 27th St, and North Broadway near 2nd Ave.






Beyond Billings
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The semi-arid landscape beyond Billings has fascinating places to explore disparate corners of Montana, from age-old rock art to emotive battlefields.


Wondrous nature lies right in Billings' backyard, which is one reason why locals are largely an outdoorsy bunch. The banks of the Yellowstone set the stage for waterside walks, trail running and bird-watching at various riverfront parks. Just north of downtown, the Rimrock Bluffs are another much-loved getaway, and offer fine views of the distant Beartooth Mountains, an 80-million-year-old sandstone formation.

There’s plenty of history hidden in this corner of Montana as well. An hour’s drive southeast of Billings, the Little Bighorn Battlefield sheds light on the great conflict between Native Americans and encroaching white settlers backed by the US military. Several worthwhile state parks lie within easy reach of Billings, including Pictograph Cave State Park, with its collection of ancient rock art.
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Twin Lakes | Tom Olson/shutterstock ©


TOP TIP

Time your visit for the first tour of the day, at 10am, if visiting Little Bighorn to beat the rush.





DRIVING THE BEARTOOTH HIGHWAY
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The breathtaking Beartooth Hwy connects Red Lodge to Cooke City and Yellowstone’s Northeast Entrance along a soaring 68-mile road built in 1932. An engineering feat, this road is a destination in its own right and easily the most dramatic route into Yellowstone National Park. The journey starts just west of the charming town of 1 Red Lodge, about an hour’s drive from Billings. First up is 2 Twin Lakes, where a parking area offers good views of the cirque and the ski lift that comprises the Beartooth Basin, an extreme early-summer ski area. At the start of a series of switchbacks, 2 miles further, look northwest across 3 Rock Creek for views of the Hellroaring Plateau and the jagged Bear’s Tooth (11,612ft), which lends the range its name. A mile later you’ll crest the 4 Beartooth Pass West Summit, the highest point along the highway at 10,947ft. At the 5 Top of the World Resort, you can stop for a reviving coffee (and a fishing license if you need one). As the road descends, you’ll see 6 Beartooth Butte, a huge lump of the sedimentary rock that once covered the Beartooths. Keep going to reach an 7 overlook offering views of Index Peak (11,313ft) and jagged Pilot Peak (11,708ft). At the height of glaciation, ice sheets would have covered the entire horizon except for the very tip of these peaks. A turnoff connects to 8 Chief Joseph Scenic Byway, which leads 62 miles to Cody and accesses Yellowstone’s East Entrance via the Wapiti Valley. Instead, keep descending and make a pit stop at 9 Clarks Fork Trailhead, a fine place for a picnic, a day hike and a look at the flume of the former mining power station. From here it’s 4 miles to 10 Cooke City, via the modest Colter Pass (8066ft).




Nature Escapes near Billings

PANORAMAS AND ROCK ART

It’s a quick hop from downtown into the wilds of southern Montana. In fact, from the airport, you’re within walking distance of a popular nature getaway. The geological formation known as the Rimrocks, or ‘Rims,’ formed some 80 million years ago when the bluffs here were the shoreline of the Western Interior Seaway, a shallow sea that ran from the Gulf of Mexico up to the Arctic Ocean, dividing the present- day US in half.

Coursing along the Rims, the paved 3-mile-long Chief Black Otter Trail is a favorite for running, dog walking and cycling, and it’s particularly popular at sunset. On the eastern half of the trail, you can visit the Yellowstone Kelly Interpretive Site, the final resting place of the scout and guide active in Montana in the 1860s and 1870s. Historical panels shed light on the life of this adventurer, who was once part of Teddy Roosevelt’s ‘tennis cabinet.’

Some 8 miles southwest of Billings, the Pictograph Cave State Park contains rock paintings first created more than 2000 years ago. Stop in the small visitor center first to get an idea of the thematic subjects painted here (including thunderbirds, turtles, bears and shield-bearing warriors), as well as the many artifacts found on-site, the oldest of which date back more than 4500 years. Afterward, it’s an easy but uphill stroll along a path that takes you past the cave paintings.


POMPEY’S PILLAR NATIONAL MONUMENT

Around 30 miles northwest of Billings, Pompey’s Pillar National Monument is where William Clark (of Lewis and Clark fame) carved his name in 1806 during the pivotal three-year expedition across some 4900 miles. The inscription on the massive sandstone outcrop is the only known visible evidence of Lewis and Clark’s journey that remains intact. A small visitor center illustrates an interesting period when the parties split for a month on their return trip. Displays include replicas of the bullboats that some of Clark's men used to float the Yellowstone after their horses were stolen.



KEY SITES IN LITTLE BIGHORN

Deep Ravine Trail

Walk down this path to see spots where fierce fighting occurred during the battle; it's a half-mile round trip.

Custer National Cemetery

Graves of US soldiers killed in combat from the 1800s up to the Vietnam War era.

Reno-Benteen Memorial

Battlefield Tour Rd ends at this spot, where several army companies retreated and were unable to reinforce Custer.

The Battle that Changed History

MONTANA'S MOST FAMOUS BATTLEFIELD

In the arid plains of the Crow (Apsáalooke) Indian Reservation, the Little Bighorn Battlefield – located 65 miles southeast of Billings, or about a one-hour drive – commemorates the site where General George Custer made his famous ‘last stand,’ and the famous chiefs Crazy Horse and Sitting Bull won a decisive victory. The event served as a point of pride for tribal peoples across the country, in their all-out effort to preserve a gravely threatened way of life. However, the height of Native American power proved to be short lived as federal troops went after the Plains Indians with a vengeance, confining nearly all Sioux and Cheyenne to reservations within five years of the battle.

The visitor center gives a fine overview of the battle: exhibitions help explain the backstory of the conflict, from the US betrayal of the 1868 Treaty of Fort Laramie to the savage attacks by the US army on Native American villages that preceded that fateful day in June 1876. A 20-minute video helps bring the battle to life. Afterward, have a look at the ledger drawings by the Cheyenne warrior Wooden Leg and Lakota war chief Rain in the Face, both of whom participated in the battle. There are also displays on native crafts – cradleboards, moccasins, parfleches (bags made from rawhide) – as well as weaponry displays and the typical outfit worn by a US soldier and a Native American warrior. The heavy wool uniforms worn by army soldiers were less than ideal in the 93°F (34°C) heat on that sultry summer day. Note also the first burial markers used to mark the shallow graves where soldiers were killed. When a body could be identified, their name was written on a slip of paper, rolled into an empty rifle cartridge and pounded into a stake atop the grave.
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Pictograph Cave State Park | JWCohen/shutterstock ©

From the visitor center, it’s a short walk to the stone monument atop so-called Last Stand Hill where Custer fell in battle. Under it are buried the remains of some of the 240 US soldiers killed during the battle (remains that could be identified were generally taken east and interred at various cemeteries including Arlington). Marble markers adorning the hillside indicate where 7th cavalrymen perished. Across the road from there, you can walk down to the Indian Memorial that memorializes the Native Americans who fought to preserve their way of life during the conflict. If time allows, you can drive the 4.5-mile road through the former battlefield site, which is dotted with signposts that give historical details. Along the way, keep an eye out for marble markers – red granite for Native Americans, white marble for cavalry soldiers – that mark the sites where soldiers and warriors died.

Several times a day, park rangers give dramatic talks on the shaded porch behind the visitor center. They provide an excellent perspective on the battle and its aftermath – giving details on, for example, the famed Native American chiefs whose reigns would come to tragic ends in the years following the battle.

The highlight of any visit to this National Park Service site is learning about the conflict while taking an excursion with Apsáalooke Tours. Run by Crow guides, these one-hour bus tours give deeper insight into the conflict from a Native American perspective. You’ll learn about the precognitive dreams Sitting Bull had in the days before the army invasion, the incredible heartbreak experienced by some warriors who watched their families being slaughtered, and war traditions practiced by Plains Indians – mutilating corpses was a way to ensure the spirit of the defeated could not wage successful combat in the next life. The tours run hourly from 10am to 3pm Memorial Day to Labor Day.
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LOCAL EXPERT: A BATTLE FORETOLD
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Apsáalooké journalist and historical interpreter Rusty LaFrance describes Sitting Bull’s precognition.

@rustin_lane

Some days before the battle, Sitting Bull receives a dream from the creator. This happens while he is in a trance during the sacred Sundance ritual. In it, he sees a massive thunderstorm that hovers above his people’s encampment. Thunder and lightning erupt from the clouds. Afterward, dead horses and soldiers fall to the earth. A voice then speaks to Sitting Bull. 'These soldiers who are coming are a gift from the creator. He’s giving you these because they have no ears. They do not listen. Kill them but do not take anything from their bodies. Otherwise, there will be a curse upon your people.'



WHERE TO STAY IN BILLINGS

Billings KOA Holiday

Ten minutes from downtown, the US' first KOA campground has tent and RV sites as well as cabins. $

Northern Hotel

Attractive rooms boast wildlife photos at this upscale spot in the heart of downtown Billings. $$$

Dude Rancher Lodge

Historic motor lodge with simply furnished rooms in a decent downtown location in Billings. $$



REMEMBERING NATIVE AMERICAN ANCESTORS

‘Peace through unity’ is the theme of the thought-provoking Indian Memorial dedicated in 2003 (then rededicated in 2014 with the addition of interpretive panels) to the members of the five tribes that fought here. Etched in stone, you can see names and in some cases faces (Sitting Bull, Wooden Leg, Young Two Moons), along with quotes from participants and historical information. Atop the monument, a bronze sculpture depicts the silhouettes of three warriors riding to a battle. The rider in back hands his shield off to a standing woman, who adds an important woman’s perspective to the conflict. The sculpture was designed by Oglala Sioux artist Colleen Cutschall.




Getting Around

It's fairly easy getting around by car in the region, though keep in mind that mountain roads can close during the winter. The Beartooth Hwy typically opens from late May to mid-September but can close during the occasional June snowstorm.






CODY
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Cody revels in its frontier image, a legacy that started with its founder, William 'Buffalo Bill' Cody: Chief of Scouts for the Army, notorious buffalo hunter, and showman who spent years touring the world with his Wild West extravaganza. The town rallies around nightly rodeos in summer, rowdy saloons and a world-class museum that was started by Buffalo Bill's estate and is a worthy destination all by itself.

Spectacular scenery lies within easy reach of town. Yellowstone’s Eastern Entrance is about an hour’s drive from downtown, and the approach takes you on a stunning stretch of canyonland skirting the North Fork of the Shoshone. Other scenic drives connect Cody with Red Lodge along the mountainous Chief Joseph Scenic Byway. Meanwhile, the town makes a fine base for other adventures, including white-water rafting, discovering forgotten corners of WWII history and spotting wild mustangs in the badlands.
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TOP SIGHTS

1 Buffalo Bill Center of the West

SIGHTS

2 Cody Heritage Museum

3 Irma Hotel

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

4 Wyoming River Trips

EATING

5 Annie's Soda Saloon

6 Cody Steakhouse

7 Proud Cut Saloon

see 10 Sitti's Table

8 The Station

9 Trailhead Bar & Grill

10 WYOld West Taproom

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

11 Cassie's

12 Silver Dollar Bar

see 3 Silver Saddle Saloon




TOP TIP

The Cody Chamber of Commerce is an excellent source of information for the area, including about local events and for trail maps for hikes all around Cody. The adjoining shop sells locally made arts and crafts.
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Rafting, Shoshone River | Andrew Woodley/Universal Images Group via Getty Images ©


Looking for the Ghosts of Buffalo Bill

ACTION AT THE IRMA

For a thick slice of classic Cody shtick, join the crowds on the porch of the Irma Hotel at 6pm for the gunslingers’ mock shoot-out.

The shoot-out itself manages to feel a bit contrived, but it’s all good fun with blazing, smoking guns (blanks) and some dramatic death rattles as the villains collapse in a heap. Kids will enjoy watching costumed characters that include Wild Bill Hickok, Buffalo Bill and Wyatt Earp. It runs daily, except Sunday, from early June to mid-September. (Crowds can swell to 500 and up.

If you prefer not to stand, reserve a seat for a small fee, some of which is then donated to charity.)

After the shoot-out join the faux-cowboys in their 10-gallon hats for happy hour in the Irma Hotel’s Silver Saddle Saloon, or better still, head next door to the wonderfully atmospheric Irma dining room and grab a stool and a bottle of Bill Cody Beer at the 50ft-long imported French cherrywood bar.

Presented to Bill by Queen Victoria, it was transported by stagecoach from Red Lodge and, at US$100,000, cost more than the hotel itself.

It’s well worth poking around the hallways of the atmospheric Irma Hotel. Buffalo Bill built and named the hotel for his youngest daughter, Irma, calling it ‘just the swellest hotel that ever was.’ He kept two suites and an office for his personal use, and his ghost is said to frequent the creaking corridors.

WHERE TO EAT & DRINK IN CODY

Annie’s Soda Saloon

Old-fashioned soda fountain in an early-1900s building with sandwiches, salads and huckleberry milkshakes. $

Sitti’s Table

An inviting spot for breakfast (granola, smoked salmon tartines) and lunch (brisket sandwich, veggie bowls). $$

Trailhead Bar & Grill

Local, seasonally inspired menus and wood-fired pizzas dominate at this upscale anytime spot. $$$

Cowboy Culture

WILD WEST BUILDINGS AND RODEOS

There’s more than a dollop of the Wild West in this once hardscrabble town nestled in the Bighorn Basin. On the west side of Cody, you can check out the hideouts of Butch Cassidy, Kid Curry and the Sundance Kid. Today part of the Old Trail Town, the unique open-air Buffalo Bill Center of the West museum features a collection of late-19th-century wooden buildings relocated here from all over Wyoming. Look for the bullet holes in the door of the Rivers Saloon and the grave of mountain man Jeremiah ‘Liver-Eating’ Johnson, re-buried here in 1974 with Robert Redford as one of the pallbearers.

In the heart of town, the tiny Cody Heritage Museum has old photos and century-old knickknacks on display that cover the founding of the town by Buffalo Bill Cody, the history of ranching and agriculture, plus more-modern pursuits (tourism, oil and gas). The museum also touches on the best-loved event, the Cody Stampede Rodeo, which has been going strong since 1919. It’s still one of the region’s biggest events, held annually on the 4th of July weekend.

If you’re in town during the summer, you can see what all the fuss is about. The Cody Nite Rodeo kicks off at 8pm every night from June through August and features events like bareback riding, team roping, barrel racing and the more intense bull riding as well as activities for kids. Note, however, that animal welfare groups often criticize rodeo events as being harmful to animals.



STEAKHOUSES ON SHERIDAN AVENUE

Ranching goes back to the town’s early days at the turn of the 20th century. Not surprisingly, beef plays a big role in the local cuisine, and you’ll find some first-rate steakhouses sprinkled along Sheridan Ave. One of the best is the inviting if unimaginatively named Cody Steakhouse, which grills up perfectly juicy rib eyes, T-bones and filets, along with chicken fried steak, bone-in pork chops and other cowboy classics. A few doors down, Proud Cut Saloon also has its local boosters, and is also famous for its bison burgers and rocky mountain oysters (bull testicles sliced and fried in cornmeal batter).



WHERE TO EAT & DRINK IN CODY

Our Place

Small local favorite for its breakfasts; ideal location if you’re heading into the Wapiti Valley. $

WYOld West Taproom

Tasty pub fare and self-serve taps that allow you to pour as much as you’d like. $

The Station

Former fuel station turned cheery cafe serving excellent espresso, crepes, sandwiches and salads. $

Rafting the Shoshone River

FAMILY-FRIENDLY RAPIDS

Floating along the Shoshone River on a rafting adventure is one of the best ways to experience the rugged landscape outside of Cody. Before the journey starts, you’ll get equipped for the day ahead. The chilly water temperatures (around 50°F /10°C) mean you’ll want the extra protection typically offered: waterproof pants, hooded jacket and neoprene water shoes. After meeting your guide and fellow rafters for the trip, you’ll head to the shoreline where you’ll get a brief tutorial on safety and a quick overview of the region before pushing off into the river.

A few bouncy but fairly gentle rapids followed by fast-flowing but placid river bends set the scene for the trip through the Shoshone Canyon. It’s mostly class I with the occasional Class II making it ideal for families and those wanting an easygoing adventure. The first part of the trip passes the dramatic red rocks of the Chugwater Formation, an iron-oxidized sandstone that emerged some 200 million years ago.

You'll paddle your way past huge river boulders, swirling eddies and the occasional waterfall trickling down the canyon walls. Flat-water stretches give you time to enjoy the rugged riparian scenery, with cottonwood trees, willows, sagebrush and invasive Russian olive trees. You might also catch sight of a yellow warbler, flycatcher, osprey and bald eagle (which nests in the area), glide past mule deer munching in the underbrush or see a red-tailed hawk on the hunt.

Wyoming River Trips is one of the best operators in the area, with 40 years of experience and knowledgeable guides who share historical and cultural insight into the region.
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MORE AQUATIC ADVENTURES

If you’re looking for more of an adrenaline rush, sign up for the full-day adventure on the North Forth of the Shoshone River offered by Wyoming River Trips. The trip begins in Shoshone National Forest, just 5 miles outside of Yellowstone, and offers even more wildlife-watching opportunities. You might see bighorn sheep on the cliffs, elk or moose grazing by the banks and the occasional grizzly on the move. Faster-moving waters, fed by melting snowpack, make it a good intermediate level experience, with class I to III+ white water depending on water levels.




Getting Around

Sheridan Ave is the heart of Cody, which is dotted with restaurants, shops and bars. Once in town, you can wander this section easily on foot, though you’ll still need a car to reach the rodeo and Old Trail Town.






Beyond Cody
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It’s easy to fall for the dramatic rugged scenery outside of Cody, with memorable outdoor adventures and scenic drives.


West of Cody lies the stunning Wapiti Valley, a name that translates to ‘pale white rump’ from the Algonquin language. Rather than being a jab at homesteaders’ backsides, the term distinguishes the lighter-colored elk, or wapiti, from darker colored moose.

The North Absaroka Wilderness Area sits north of the valley, and the Washakie Wilderness (named after a revered Shoshone warrior and peacemaker) lies to the south. The network of wildlife-filled backcountry trails, easy access to Yellowstone’s lake country and top-notch dude ranches make the valley an excellent wild route into or out of the park.

Other memorable destinations near Cody include the scenic drive toward Red Lodge and history forays at Heart Mountain.
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Washakie Wilderness | Tom Olson/shutterstock ©


TOP TIP

If campsites are all booked up in Yellowstone, try to score a spot in Buffalo Bill State Park. The best have lakeside views.




A Dark Episode in American History

WWII INTERNMENT CAMP

Following the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor, more than 110,000 Japanese Americans were interned in 10 camps across the US. Taking only what they could carry, around 11,000 Japanese-Americans relocated from West Coast homes to the flimsy tar-paper rooms at the Heart Mountain Relocation Center, 14 miles northeast of Cody (about a 15-minute drive). Here they made the best of three years of confinement setting up a newspaper, two theaters and a high school in what quickly became Wyoming's third-largest town.

Only a few structures remain from the original buildings, but a memorial and barracks-style interpretive center tell the powerful story of how – seized by xenophobia – the US failed its own citizens 60 years ago. Here interactive displays, photographs and oral histories allow you to learn what life was like for the people who were imprisoned here.

Nearby, the red-brick chimney stretching toward the sky was once part of an extensive 150-bed hospital complex consisting of 17 separate wings. Japanese American doctors and primarily Caucasian nurses attended to medical needs, which included the delivery of over 500 babies born. There’s also a monument called the Honor Roll, which lists the names of Japanese Americans who fought for the US in WWII.

Despite being stripped of their citizenship and imprisoned with their families behind barbed wire, many men and women answered the call to fight for the country that imprisoned them.
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Chamberlin Inn | Laurens Hoddenbagh/shutterstock ©

After the war, the full-length barrack at the relocation center was shipped off-site for use as veterans’ housing and later as a geology field station. It was brought back to its original home in 2015.
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View from the Beartooth Hwy | Daniel J. Rao/shutterstock ©


GROWING FOOD IN THE MOUNTAINS

The first year was particularly difficult for the new Japanese American prisoners at Heart Mountain. Torn from their homes hundreds of miles away, they suffered amid the challenging climate and isolation of remote Wyoming. The bland canned food and poor-quality meat served to them only made things worse. James Ito, who grew up on a farm in southern California and graduated from the Berkeley College of Agriculture, organized the Japanese American farmers among the camp and set to work. Within a year, the camp was growing most of its own food, and by 1945 they were producing a surplus – a remarkable achievement given the growing conditions of the high Wyoming desert. Ito later went on to a position with the US Department of Agriculture.



WHERE TO STAY IN & AROUND CODY

Irma Hotel

A mix of original high-ceiling historic suites and slightly more modern, less expensive annex rooms. $$$

The Cody

New Western chic with green credentials; there’s an indoor pool and Jacuzzi, plus free breakfasts. $$$

Chamberlin Inn

Elegant downtown retreat with a lovely cocktail bar and lounge opening onto a hidden courtyard. $$$

Driving Chief Joseph Scenic Byway

PANORAMAS, TRAILS AND CANYONS

The 47-mile Chief Joseph Scenic Byway starts 16 miles north of Cody, enters the Shoshone National Forest after 8 miles and climbs to a spectacular viewpoint at Dead Indian Pass (8048ft). Native Americans used to ambush game that migrated through the pass between summer mountain pastures and winter ranges down in the plains. The pass is named for a Bannock brave killed here in skirmishes with the army in 1878.

As you descend from the pass, just 0.3 miles before Dead Indian Campground, an unsigned dirt road leads a couple of hundred yards to an unmarked trailhead that offers an excellent short hike to view the 1200ft-deep Clarks Fork Canyon. The trail leads north for 2 miles to a scenic overlook. The views of the granite gorge and Dead Indian Creek waterfall are breathtaking. The canyon effectively separates the 50-million-year-old volcanic rock of the Absaroka Range from the two-billion-year-old granite of the Beartooth Plateau.

Back on the road, USFS Rd 101 branches southwest into the beautiful Sunlight Basin. Its upper branches end at a wall of peaks forming the remote eastern boundary of Yellowstone National Park. Where Hwy 296 crosses Sunlight Creek is the terrific Sunlight Bridge, the highest in Wyoming. Park and walk across the bridge for hair-raising views into the gorge.

Just north of Crandall Creek, around Swamp Lake and below the Cathedral Cliffs, are six scenic ponds where you might spot sandhill cranes and trumpeter swans.

Hwy 296 continues northwest to the crossbar junction of US 212, where the Beartooth Hwy leads northwest to Cooke City and Yellowstone National Park or northeast to Red Lodge and Billings.


SMALL TOWN CHARMS IN RED LODGE

One hour north of Cody, the tiny river valley town of Red Lodge was once a thriving mining community. Today the brick buildings lining Main St draw hikers, climbers and skiers. For travelers, it’s a pleasant place to grab a snack and fuel up before tackling the legendary Beartooth Hwy that switchbacks through the imposing mountains southwest of town on its way to Yellowstone National Park.

While in Red Lodge, you can browse town history at the Carbon County Museum and see works of local artists and artisans at the Carbon County Arts Guild Gallery. North of town, the Yellowstone Wildlife Sanctuary is a refuge for dozens of animals that can’t be returned to the wild including bears, wolves, sandhill cranes and a bison.



WHERE TO EAT IN RED LODGE

Cafe Regis

Sustainably run place with a delightful backyard for enjoying the best breakfast in town. $

Piccola Cucina

Convivial spot turning out satisfying seasonally inspired southern Italian cooking, from arancini to grilled branzino. $$

Red Box Car

High-end fast food served out of an old railroad car, with creekside seating at picnic tables. $$

Exploring the Wapiti Valley

WILDERNESS GATEWAY TO YELLOWSTONE

As you drive the Wapiti Valley from Cody to the East Entrance of Yellowstone National Park, you will find yourself twisting to gape at the volcanic Absaroka Range, a rugged canyon of eroded badlands that gradually gives way to alpine splendor.

Six miles west of Cody, US 14/16/20 emerges from the dramatic Shoshone Canyon and tunnel to views of the Buffalo Bill Reservoir. Past the tiny settlement of Wapiti, Wyoming’s high-desert landscape and open ranchland close in as the road enters Shoshone National Forest and becomes the Buffalo Bill Cody Scenic Hwy. The roadside information station at the Wapiti Ranger Station has a 3D map of the region, as well as information on grizzly sightings. The national forest here was the first in the US and the nearby 1903 ranger station is its oldest. From here on, the Wapiti Valley is lined with eerie buttes and dark brown hoodoos. National forest campgrounds, trailheads and guest ranches crop up every few miles as the scenery becomes increasingly rugged.
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Buffalo Bill Reservoir | Ian Dagnall/Alamy Stock Photo ©

Two miles before the East Entrance to Yellowstone is the gas station, store, restaurant, bar and corrals of Pahaska Tepee Resort, a good place to refuel. Staff lead free tours of the original lodge, built by Buffalo Bill in 1904 as a hunting lodge, and there are local trail rides. Pahaska was Bill’s Native American name and means ‘Longhair’ in the Sioux language, a reference to Cody’s long white hair and extravagant goatee.
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BEST ACTIVITIES IN THE WAPITI VALLEY

Rand Creek Ranch

Family-owned guest ranch with both one-hour jaunts and full-day treks in Shoshone National Forest, as well as overnight pack trips in Yellowstone.

North Fork Anglers

Shop and guide service in Cody that can get you outfitted for outstanding fly-fishing (rainbow trout, brook trout, mountain whitefish and more) on the North Fork of the Shoshone River.

Park County Nordic Ski Association

In the winter, this nonprofit maintains 12 miles of groomed cross-country trails (free to use) near the Pahaska Tepee resort.





Getting Around

Road closures will limit your travel outside of summer, with no access to the northern part of Chief Joseph Scenic Byway or the Eastern Entrance to Yellowstone via the Wapiti Valley.







GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARK
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GATEWAY TO MOUNTAIN ADVENTURES

Chiseled peaks, topaz lakes and wildlife-rich forests make a magnificent backdrop to hiking, climbing, boating or simply reconnecting with nature.
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Awe-inspiring in their grandeur, the Tetons have captivated the imagination from the moment humans laid eyes on them. Some 12 imposing glacier-carved summits frame the singular Grand Teton (13,775ft). Many of the mountains consist of gneiss, formed some 2.7 billion years ago – making this metamorphic rock among the oldest in North America. Ironically, the mountain range itself is one of the continent’s youngest, uplifting for less than 10 million years (compared to typical Rocky Mountain ranges of 50 million years or 300 million for the Appalachians).

While the view is breathtaking from the valley floor, it only gets more impressive on the trail. It's well worth hiking the dramatic canyons of fragrant forest to sublime alpine lakes surrounded by wildflowers in summer. Aside from hiking and taking in scenic views, the lake-filled national park is a prime spot for kayaking, cycling along vehicle-free paths and visiting historic sites left behind by early pioneers. In winter the Tetons make a magical setting for snowshoeing and cross-country skiing.

Designated a national park in 1929, much of the Snake River Valley was later donated to the park by John D Rockefeller, who acquired it through secret purchases. While the name of the Grand Tetons is often ascribed to French trappers, the range was more likely dubbed for the Thítȟuŋwaŋ band of the Lakota Sioux who inhabited the area long before.
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THE MAIN AREAS

JENNY LAKE

Grand Teton’s best-loved hikes.

JACKSON LAKE

Hiking, dining and aquatic activities.

LAURANCE S ROCKEFELLER PRESERVE

Peaceful, quieter corner of the park.




Find Your Way

Many key sites lie along the two-lane Teton Park Rd, which stretches for 27 miles between the park headquarters in the south (just off Hwy 191) and Colter Bay Village overlooking Jackson Lake in the north.
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Plan Your Time

The park's easy, north–south layout means you can see a lot in a short amount of time. Lakeside activities and 250 miles of trails, however, mean you won’t run out of options for outdoor adventures.
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Pressed for Time

• Get an early start with a trip up to Jenny Lake. Catch the boat to the north shore and hike up to Inspiration Point (pictured) and thundering Hidden Falls. Afterward, take a scenic drive around the park, stopping at scenic lookouts and checking out historic Mormon Row. In the evening, have dinner with a view at the elegant Jackson Lake Lodge.




Three Days to Tour

• After taking in Jenny Lake, spend day two in the Laurance S Rockefeller Preserve. Go for a hike (and a swim if it’s hot outside) at Phelps Lake, or make a more challenging day of it in Death Canyon. On day three visit Colter Bay Village for a look at Native American art, then go boating on the lake.



SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS

SPRING

Many trails are still snowbound, so spend your days photographing dramatic backdrops.

SUMMER

High season brings heavy crowds to the lakes and trails. Plan on early-morning excursions.

FALL

By mid-September crowds have thinned, making it an ideal time to explore amid blazing colors.

WINTER

Strap on skis or snowshoes and hit the trails in the Grand Tetons. The park under heavy snowfall is pure magic.




JENNY LAKE
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The scenic heart of the Grand Tetons and the epicenter of the area's crowds, Jenny Lake was named for the Shoshone wife of early guide and mountain man Beaver Dick Leigh. Tragically, Jenny died of smallpox in 1876 along with their five children.

The Jenny Lake Visitor Center is worth a visit for its geological displays and 3D map of Jackson Hole. The building is a historic one – dating back to the 1920s, this rustic cabin once served as the photography studio of Harrison Crandall, who sold photos and postcards while working as the park’s official photographer. The Jenny Lake area received a massive $19 million restoration completed in 2019, which included rebuilding trails, directing paths away from sensitive areas, adding new interpretive panels and creating more accessible areas.

From the visitor center, a network of trails leads around the lake to some beautiful lookouts and thundering waterfalls.
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TOP SIGHTS

1 Grand Teton

SIGHTS

2 Amphitheater Lake

3 Blacktail Pond

4 Bradley Lake

see 13 Chapel of the Transfiguration

5 Cunningham Cabin

6 Disappointment Peak

7 Garnet Canyon

8 Hidden Falls

9 Inspiration Point

10 Jenny Lake Overlook

11 Jenny Lake Scenic Drive

12 Lake Solitude

see 13 Maud Noble Cabin

13 Menor's Ferry Historic District

14 Middle Teton

15 Moose Ponds

16 Mormon Row

17 Mt Owen

18 Schwabacher Landing

19 Shadow Mountain

20 Snake River Overlook

21 South Teton

22 String Lake

23 Surprise Lake

24 Taggart Lake

25 Teewinot Mountain

26 Teton Glacier Overlook

27 Teton Glacier Turnout

28 Timbered Island

see 13 Transportation Barn

ACTIVITIES & TOURS

29 Cascade Canyon Trail

30 Lupine Meadows Trailhead

31 Taggart Lake Turnout

SLEEPING

see 13 Dornan's

32 Jenny Lake Campground

33 Jenny Lake Lodge

34 Triangle X Ranch

EATING

see 13 Dornan's

INFORMATION

see 13 Craig Thomas Discovery & Visitor Center

see 35 Jenny Lake Ranger Station

35 Jenny Lake Visitor Center




TOP TIP

Rangers lead easygoing morning hikes from Jenny Lake Visitor Center to Moose Ponds (2.5 miles, two hours), with a good chance of spotting wildlife. These happen at 9am, but arrive early to secure a spot.
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Adventures on & Around Jenny Lake

BOATING AND LAKE STROLLS

Jenny Lake Boating runs shuttles across the lake between the east-shore dock near the visitor center and the west-shore dock near Hidden Falls, offering quick (12-minute) access to Inspiration Point and the Cascade Canyon Trail. Shuttles run every 15 minutes but expect long waits for return shuttles between 4pm and 6pm. You can buy your tickets at the dock.

If you prefer to walk, from the visitor center it’s about 2.5 miles to reach Hidden Falls and then you continue for a short uphill section to fine views at Inspiration Point. If you’ve come this far, it's worth continuing up to Cascade Canyon, with a good supply of water, for more excellent views. From here, you can return the way you came or continue clockwise 1.5 miles to the String Lake Trailhead to make a 3.8-mile circle around the lake. If you're walking the Jenny Lake Trail in the early morning or late afternoon, detour approximately 15 minutes (about 0.5 miles) from the visitor center to Moose Ponds for a good chance of spotting moose.

Canoes, kayaks and boats with motors less than 8HP are allowed on Jenny Lake. The put-in is by the east-shore boat dock, accessed by a separate road that branches off the Lupine Meadows Trailhead road. Jenny Lake Boating rents kayaks and canoes. It also offers hour-long scenic Jenny Lake cruises throughout the day. Inquire at the dock or call to reserve.

Jenny Lake also offers good fishing and is stocked with lake, brown, brook and Snake River cutthroat trout.


TETON GLACIER OVERLOOK

Before heading back down, it’s worth the effort to make the short side trip for another great Tetons view. To reach the Teton Glacier Overlook, follow the trail around the northeast shore of Amphitheater Lake, staying right at several indistinct forks. Climb between the rocks to the top of a shoulder for breathtaking views of the glacier and into the valley sweeping down from the Grand Teton. A shattered ridgeline between the razor-sharp spires of Teewinot and Mt Owen to the north contrasts with the flatlands visible between sheer valley walls to the south. Vertigo sufferers beware! Afterward, retrace your steps to the trailhead.



WHERE TO SPOT WILDLIFE

Antelope Flats

Reliable spot for seeing bison and pronghorn (and the occasional moose) at home on the range. 

Hermitage Point Trail

On this trail skirting Jackson Lake, stop at Swan Lake to look for beavers, trumpeter swans and geese.

Mormon Row

Go early in the day to seek out coyotes, northern harriers and American kestrels hunting ground squirrels.

Rewarding Ascent to Surprise & Amphitheater Lakes

STEEP CLIMB TO MAGNIFICENT VIEWS

This strenuous trail is one of the park's oldest and is a classic leg-burner thanks to its 3070ft of elevation gain over the course of the 9.8-mile round-trip journey. Expect company: the great views make it very popular. The route, which starts at the Lupine Meadows Trailhead south of Jenny Lake, should be free of snow by late June. Bring plenty of water since none is available between the trailhead and the two lakes near the top of the climb.

The well-worn trail gently winds through pine forest until it mounts a shoulder and the ascent begins in earnest. A junction with the Taggart and Bradley Lakes Trail lies atop the shoulder, 1.7 miles (40 minutes) from the start. Taking in the cheery yellow blooms of arrowleaf balsamroot, keep right and tackle the series of switchbacks up the flank of Disappointment Peak (11,571ft). The route offers views over Taggart Lake and Jackson Hole. About 1½ hours (3 miles) from the trailhead there is a signed junction with the Garnet Canyon Trail.

The switchbacks ease shortly before the lakes, and after around 2¼ hours of solid climbing, you'll finally reach the inviting, gemstone waters of Surprise Lake. Set in a hollow beneath jagged white rocks and cliffs, it is a resplendent payoff for your efforts. The slightly bigger and starker Amphitheater Lake lies just 0.2 miles further along the trail. Return the way you came.

If you want to extend your stay, you can book one of three designated campsites at Surprise Lake. Note that because of heavy use, some areas are off-limits for regeneration.


BEST PLACES TO EAT & DRINK IN THE PARK

Blue Heron, Jackson Lake Lodge

A must for sunset cocktails with huge windows. $$

Ranch House, Colter Bay Village, Jackson Lake

Comfort fare, with vegetarian options, and a huge breakfast buffet. $$

Leeks Marina, Jackson Lake

End the day on a high note with pizza and draft beer on the patio. $$

Trapper Grill, Signal Mountain Lodge, Jackson Lake

Tuck into pan-seared trout while enjoying lakefront views from the deck. $$

Jenny Lake Lodge Dining Room

Fine dining with a view. $$$



WHERE TO SPOT WILDLIFE

Oxbow Bend

Scenic river bend populated with moose, elk, sandhill cranes, ospreys, bald eagles, trumpeter swans and blue herons.

Willow Flats Overlook

Views of a freshwater marsh that's home to birds, moose, elk and beavers. 

Blacktail Ponds

Off Hwy 191, turn off to look out over the marshy meadows for ospreys, eagles and moose.


Historic Landscapes South of Jenny Lake

HIKING AND HOMESTEADERS

Just south of Jenny Lake, Teton Park Rd passes the turnoff to the Lupine Meadows Trailhead, for hikes to Surprise Lake and Garnet Canyon. On the east side of Teton Park Rd, watch for Timbered Island, an enclave of forested glacial soils stacked atop poorly drained sedimentary soils.

Two miles south of here, Teton Glacier turnout offers some of the best views of Teton Glacier, the largest in the park. The Taggart Lake turnout is 1.5 miles further on – a popular destination for some great easygoing hikes in the park.

Menor's Ferry Historic District, comprising a short trail and several old pioneer buildings, sits half a mile north of Moose, off a paved road. Bill Menor was alone on the west bank of the Snake River for a decade, building a pontoon raft that provided a vital crossing for mule teams and riders who hunted, picked mushrooms and berries, and cut lumber on the Teton side. The all-wood General Store has more than a whisper of the past, and its shelves once heaved with all the essentials needed by homesteaders in the early 1900s. Also on-site are the smokehouse, storehouse and well (more of a filter for river water) that Menor built here.

In 1910 Menor sold the property to entrepreneur Maude Noble, who started charging a then-brazen $1 to locals and $2 for those with out-of-state plates to cross. The National Park Service (NPS) operates an impressive replica of Menor's ferry for crossings when the river is high enough (typically from mid- to late summer). It’s also worth peering inside the Maude Noble cabin, which contains exhibits on park history. It was here in 1923 that Noble hosted a meeting that proved pivotal in the ultimate creation of the national park.

Across from the cabin, you can check out the transportation barn (a recreation of Menor’s, which occupied the site in the late 19th century), with its collection of paint-peeling wagons and other vintage modes of getting around. Note the rugged yellow stagecoach, used by the Bar BC dude ranch for whisking wealthy visitors around the region in the early 20th century. The rugged open vehicle offered only slightly more comfort than the utilitarian wagons used by early settlers.

The nearby log-cabin-style Chapel of the Transfiguration, dating to 1924, has aspen pews and views of the Tetons through the altar window. It was a vital meeting place for many settlers who wouldn’t have to travel all the way to Jackson to go to church. From Memorial Day through September, Episcopal services are held on Sundays.

Just beyond is Moose Entrance Station and the Craig Thomas Discovery & Visitor Center, the latter offering interpretive displays, an auditorium hosting excellent speakers and events, and the park's largest selection of books. The park's southern hub, Moose, offers accommodations, restaurants and shops, and serves as the jumping-off point for many park excursions. It is also the center for wintertime park activity.

[image: jpg]

Lupine Meadows | Jeffrey T. Kreulen/shutterstock ©



TETON SCIENCE SCHOOLS

Founded in 1967, the highly regarded Teton Science Schools operates as a nonprofit with four campuses that runs a wide variety of programs, including an independent school serving students from pre-K through high school.

Aside from running some fantastic summer nature programs for kids, Teton Science Schools also hosts a variety of half- and full-day tours for the public. You can go on a sunrise or sunset wildlife-watching tour, go for a hiking and sightseeing tour in Yellowstone or book a family adventure especially designed for kids. There are also multiday excursions for stargazers with overnights in the park.



ESSENTIAL TETONS READING

Painters of Grand Teton National Park

Coffee-table book with some 400 paintings, drawings and photographs of Teton scenes.

The Grand Teton Reader

Features works by 35 writers, covering everything from Shoshone legends to harrowing mountain climbs.

Crucible for Conservation

Robert Righter’s highly readable history of the years of struggles to create the national park.

Garnet Canyon to Lower Saddle Hike

A CHALLENGING ASCENT

This climbers' route hauls hikers into the world of rock and ice. You must be fit and well acclimatized to make the 12.5-mile hike with an elevation gain of nearly 4980ft. However, there’s also a shorter route that’s worth seeking out for a taste of the high mountains without the epic ascent. Set off at first light since afternoon weather is notoriously fickle up here.

It's possible to hike this trail in a day, but it's best done as an overnighter, camping at either the Meadows or South Fork sites.

For the first 3 miles, follow the Surprise and Amphitheater Lakes trail. At the signed trail junction, branch left instead of right to the lakes. From this junction the trail curves around the hillside to dramatic views of Garnet Canyon and Middle Teton. Just over a mile from the junction, the maintained trail stops and the sometimes indistinct climbers' path continues over boulder fields for 20 minutes to the Meadows campsite. If you aren't confident with bouldering and trail finding, this spot makes a good terminus (8.4 miles round trip, five hours).

The path splits right to Spalding Falls and the base camp for Grand Teton and left through indistinct boulder fields to switchback up to a small saddle, where you'll find a couple of campsites. From here, the trail traverses a small snowfield (present until August) and heads up the valley over a series of false saddles.

With several indistinct trails at your disposal, finding the right one involves some guesswork and bouldering. About 2 miles from the meadows you'll finally reach the saddle between Middle and South Teton (12,514ft), with fabulous views down to Iceflow Lake and across to the Wall and Hurricane Pass. You will likely meet groups of climbers heading to Middle Teton.

From the saddle, it's a 3½- to four-hour return the way you came. Take great care on the rocks and snowfields as you return, as you'll be tired; this is no place to sprain an ankle or worse.



TEATS & SNAKES

First impressions are everything… It's thought that French Canadian fur trappers named the three Tetons – South, Middle and Grand – 'les Trois Tétons' (the three breasts) in a lonely moment of Western wandering, though the peaks may in fact be named for the Thíthuŋwaŋ band of the Lakota Sioux who lived here.

Trapper Osborne Russell claimed their Shoshone moniker was 'Hoary Headed Fathers.' Teewinot means 'Many Pinnacles' in Shoshone – it accurately describes the features of the whole range as well as Teewinot Mountain.

Snake River also gets its name from the local Shoshone people; the name Snake was mistakenly given to the Shoshone themselves, when the weaving sign for the Shoshone (who called themselves the people of the woven grass huts) was confused with the sign for a snake.



TREES OF GRAND TETON

Lodgepole pine

Widespread in the park, these tall, narrow pines were used in tipi and lodge construction by Native Americans.

Aspen

White-barked trees known for their leaves that ‘quake’ as the wind blows. They turn yellow in autumn.

Cottonwoods

Growing along streams and rivers, cottonwoods have long narrow leaves that also turn yellow in fall.



BEARPAW & TRAPPER LAKES HIKE
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Just north of Jenny Lake, you’ll find a trailhead along narrow String Lake that leads north to three other scenic waterways. The 9.2-mile out-and-back hike is a fun, fairly flat outing that skirts forest-clad, crystal-clear swimming holes. Get an early start on this trail, as it's very popular, particularly with young families. Canoeing these lakes (with short portages) is an excellent option in summer. Keep track of your picnic food, since bears are frequently spotted. The hike begins at the 1 Leigh Lake Trailhead, off String Lake Rd. The path follows String Lake’s 2 eastern shore for about a mile before reaching the southern edge of 3 Leigh Lake. A trail branches left across the outlet to Paintbrush Canyon. Instead, take the right branch and then turn right again and follow the 4 Leigh shoreline. As you continue north, your surroundings open up to fine views of Mt Moran and its Falling Ice and Skillet Glaciers. The dark central stripes in both Mt Moran and Middle Teton (12,804ft) consist of 1.5-billion-year-old lava-injected rock called diabase. Continue past several lovely lakeside 5 campsites (12A, 12B and 12C), which make easy overnight destinations for families with small children. Ten minutes further along the trail, you'll pass a picturesque 6 beach, with views of Mystic Island and, from left to right, Rockchuck Peak, Mt Woodring (11,590ft), Mt Moran and Bivouac Peak. After about 2 miles of Leigh Lake views, the trail heads into forest to a meadow junction; take the central path to the west side of 7 Bearpaw Lake. The trail then veers away from the lake for 0.5 miles to quiet 8 Trapper Lake, a fine spot to look for elk, beavers and American dippers.





REFUELING AT DORNAN'S

Dating back to 1922, Dornan's lies just across the Snake River from national park headquarters in a community called Moose. Here you’ll find food, lodging, rental gear and fuel pumps. Open year-round, Dornan’s Pizza and Pasta Company has stunning views from its indoor tables (and upper deck in summer) and serves appetizers, salads, hot sandwiches (veggie or meat stromboli) and pizzas, plus craft beers. Next door you can tuck into smoky barbecue at the summer-only Dornan’s Chuckwagon. The neighboring Trading Post has snacks, baked goods and deli sandwiches. Across the road, Adventure Sports rents bikes, paddleboards and kayaks. The one- and two-bedroom Spur Ranch Cabins are modern and fully equipped with kitchens, and the decks have views.
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Traversing Cascade Canyon to Lake Solitude

ONE OF JENNY LAKE'S FINEST HIKES

Thanks to wide patronage, this lovely trail (particularly its beginning) lacks the lake's namesake solitude, but still provides a rewarding challenge. Though a long hike with a large elevation gain, it is not especially tough since the grade is quite gradual. Gear up for steep sections at the beginning near Inspiration Point and just before Lake Solitude. Moose and bears frequent the area.

The Cascade Canyon (west) dock on Jenny Lake meets a network of trails. If you plan to do the whole hike, taking the Jenny Lake Boating shuttle (which runs from 7am to 7pm) will cut down on the big mileage – it's 14.4 miles with the shuttle, 18.3 without.

From the dock, you’ll head left for the uphill climb to Hidden Falls (about a half-mile ascent), then huff it another 0.3 miles along switchbacks to reach dramatic Inspiration Point. From here, you’ll have sweeping views over the lake and its forested shores. Catch your breath, then push on past the crowds of onlookers to the best part of the trail – the hike through Cascade Canyon, which begins another half mile further along. Entering the Cascade Canyon Trail, you’ll find yourself walking beneath the soaring peaks of the glacially carved U-shaped canyon, following alongside a trickling stream (Cascade Creek) that at times transforms into a gushing waterfall. At some points on the trail, the creek stretches into a wide, placid pond where you might spy moose in the thickets. The aspen-lined banks are particularly striking in the fall. Further along, you’ll pass through more densely forested sections. Stay alert to avoid surprising bears, and be on the lookout for other wildlife, including elk, mule deer and the odd snowshoe hare.

About 4.5 miles from the dock, the valley splits at the Forks. The left branch leads to South Fork and Hurricane Pass. Turn right and climb gently for 30 minutes to enter the Cascade Camping Zone (12 sites), which stretches for the next 30 minutes. This area can remain quite snowy into early summer; check with rangers on conditions. From the zone's end, it's 10 minutes up to the lake, past a small cascade and a hitch-rail marking the end of the line for horses. It's about three hours (7.2 miles) from here back to the dock.

Rimmed by fir and pines and sporting ice until midsummer, Lake Solitude (9035ft) is a great spot to loll around (but probably not to swim). To the northeast, the diagonal slash leading up the hillside leads to Paintbrush Divide (10,645ft). Camping is prohibited at the lake.

Return to the boat dock the way you came. The terrain, shaded most of the afternoon, is all downhill, affording full views of Mt Owen and Grand Teton. If you’re not exhausted after the day’s hike and decided to return to Jenny Lake Trailhead on foot (rather than by boat), you can tack on a short detour to Moose Ponds on the way back.
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WHERE TO CAMP IN THE PARK

Jenny Lake Campground

The popular tent-only campground sits among the evergreens and glacial boulders but lacks lake views. $

Gros Ventre Campground

Sizable but attractive campground has tall cotton-woods for shade and a pretty nearby river (moose spotting). $

Lizard Creek Campground

Small Lizard Creek has pleasantly shaded sites set amid spruce and fir forest on the shores of Jackson Lake. $



LOCAL CRAFTMAKERS

The newest arrival in the Dornan’s complex, ArtShop opened in 2022 and serves as a showcase for dozens of local artists and craftmakers. You’ll find beautifully made jewelry, walnut cutting boards, nature photography, ceramic mugs and pitchers, card sets featuring Teton wildflowers, woodblock prints, paintings and small nature-themed sculptures. Curator Alex Pope also hosts other events in her store: vintage Western clothing store pop-ups, artists soirees and a wintertime holiday open house. Check @artshopjh for the latest goings-on.



CLIMBING IN THE GRAND TETONS

Exum Mountain Guides

Legendary climbing school that can turn you into a safe mountaineer at their lodge by Jenny Lake.

Best Climbs, Grand Teton National Park

Richard Rossiter’s guide has route descriptions from intermediate to extreme climbs.

Climber's Guide to Teton Range

Reynold Jackson’s huge tome covers 932 routes and gives insight into Teton climbing.



HIKING TAGGART & BRADLEY LAKES
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One of the best options for a relatively easy 6-mile hike for the whole family is to head to Taggart and Bradley. This pair of glacial lakes sits at the base of the Tetons, surrounded by grassy areas thick with summer wildflowers and fragrant pine forest. The terrain is open from earlier fires, so it's a bit easier to spot wildlife, particularly moose. The trails here offer several easy loop options ranging from around 3 to 5 miles. Plan an early start in summer since much of the trail lacks shade. Don't forget your swimsuit. The 1 Taggart Lake Trailhead is just off Teton Park Rd, 5 miles north of Moose. Follow the trail northwest, past horse corrals, and take the first left at a 2 marked signpost after 0.2 miles. Although this trail is only slightly longer, it receives far less traffic than the other option. After another 1.4 miles, turn right and climb open slopes to a point on the 3 moraine wall overlooking the jewel-like waters of Taggart Lake. Descend the short distance to the 4 lakeshore and use a wooden footbridge to cross the outlet creek. A small, rocky outcropping makes a fine point to swim from. The views of the Tetons are fantastic. Follow the trail as it winds around the east shore of Taggart Lake before climbing steadily to the 5 moraine wall separating Taggart and Bradley Lakes. Descend through the trees to reach the thickly forested shores of Bradley Lake. You'll reach a 6 junction just before the trail reaches the shore. Turn right to begin the trip back to the parking area or forge ahead to explore the 7 perimeter of the lake before returning to this junction.





HIKING TRIP
Multiday Trek on the Paintbrush Divide
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This intense excursion lifts you into the alpine scenery high above tree level. Set amid the lofty peaks east and north of Jenny Lake, the Tetons' most popular backpacking trip is perfect if you like a social atmosphere in the backcountry; just make sure you reserve a campsite in advance. Uber-athletes could zip through it on an epic day hike, though it's worth savoring.


1 String Lake Trailhead

The first stretch takes you on the trail that curves south around String Lake. The path climbs gently until the left-hand junction with Paintbrush Canyon, 1.6 miles in. This steeper but moderate trail borders a stream flowing over granite boulders, passing through the Lower Paintbrush Camping Zone and some stock campsites. It climbs ever higher to reach an upper basin surrounded by snowy peaks.

The Hike: After arriving at the first unnamed lake, continue to the right of it to reach Holly Lake (9424ft).

2 Holly Lake

After the first day’s 6.2-mile hike, ascending some 2540ft, Holly Lake makes a good place to overnight. There are two good shady designated campsites at the lake's southeast corner. If these sites are booked, camp in the Upper Paintbrush Canyon Camping Zone. If you’re short on time, and simply want a great day hike, you can return via the same route (12.4 miles, seven hours total), enjoying the lake views framed by the valley above.

The Hike: Ascend steeply to join the main trail; it's about one hour to Paintbrush Divide (10,645ft). This is a tricky section with some exposure and a scree field.
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3 Lake Solitude

As you negotiate your way along steep sections be prepared for rough conditions. The pass may be snowy into early July – consult a ranger before going. A mountaineering ice tool could come in handy, even in summer. You’ll enjoy the outstanding views as you ascend another 1235ft or so before descending along broad switchbacks to reach Lake Solitude after another hour or so. You can camp in the nearby North Fork Cascade Camping Zone or continue on.

The Hike: Follow the trail through Cascade Canyon, which will lead you alongside a fast-flowing mountain creek and gushing waterfalls.

4 Cascade Canyon

From the camping zone, the trail descends through dense forest, which opens up as you head down the canyon. Look for moose, who favor the small ponds and lush banks of Cascade Creek. There are great views of Mt Owen to the south side of the canyon. Berry patches flank the final parts of the trail – be mindful of bears here. Further along, you can stop and admire the views over mountain-backed Jenny Lake and feel the roar of a cascade at Hidden Falls. From there, it’s about 1.7 relatively flat miles back to the trailhead at String Lake.




Photogenic Vistas from the Eastern Slopes

HISTORIC BUILDINGS AND FAMOUS VIEWS

Highway 26/89/191 traverses the park's eastern flank for about 25 miles from the Moran Junction to the park's southern gate, past sagebrush flats and the occasional ranch – always with the Tetons' sharp spires diverting your gaze westward. The hardscrabble lives of Jackson Hole's early homesteaders are reflected in the valley's characteristic lodgepole buck-and-pole fences.

Ranchers Pierce and Margaret Cunningham, early major supporters of Grand Teton National Park, cultivated a cattle ranch at Cunningham Cabin in 1890, 6 miles south of Moran Junction. The property is one of the best surviving examples of a homestead cabin; a short trail casts light on local homesteading.

Four miles southwest, the Snake River Overlook offers good panoramas of the Tetons and opportunities for wildlife watching, though forest growth means the photo ops aren't quite as sensational as when Ansel Adams immortalized the shot.

A better place for photos is Schwabacher Landing, a popular rafting put-in 4 miles further south. The jagged Tetons, reflected in the meandering river, rank as some of the park's most sublime scenery. Access the landing via a short dirt road.

East of Blacktail Butte (7687ft), an unpaved road great for cycling connects Antelope Flats Rd to the north with Gros Ventre Rd to the south (when not washed out). Its scenic collection of ranches with pioneer barns and cabins is known as Mormon Row, where 10 settlers took up residence in the 1890s. A resident bison herd, gorgeous post-dawn light and superb Teton views make this area exceptionally popular with photographers. Two barns sit north of the junction with Antelope Flats Rd and two south.
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EASTERN ADVENTURE BASE

With a jagged Teton backdrop, the 1926 Triangle X Ranch on the eastern flanks of the park is still run by its founding family, the Turners. The dude ranch has 20 attractive log cabins, ranging from one to four bedrooms, and each set with a porch and Adirondack chairs where you can enjoy the scenery. There are loads of activities including trout fishing, river floats and most importantly horseback riding. Adventure-filled days are followed by nights of barbecue with a side of square dancing and folk-singing cowboys. Kids get special attention with their own dining hall and a 'Little Wrangler' program, featuring horseback riding, swimming and crafts.



SHRUBS OF GRAND TETON

Big Sagebrush

Evergreen shrub that covers most of the valley floor. Its small yellow flowers bloom in August.

Huckleberry

Grows around 2ft to 4ft tall in lodgepole pine forests. Its famous purple berries appear in August.

Willows

Occuring along stream banks and other damp areas, the willow is a favorite food of moose.



BARNS & BISON DRIVING TOUR
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Head out of Jackson on Hwy 191. First stop: the 1 National Museum of Wildlife Art. You may ask, why do this when you have the real thing? Just look. The way these masters envisioned this landscape will change the way you see it yourself. Continue north on Hwy 191. At the Gros Ventre Junction, take a right and drive along Gros Ventre Rd, skirting the 2 Gros Ventre River, lined with cottonwoods, juniper, spruce and willows. The river ecology contrasts sharply with the dry sagebrush flats to its north, where pronghorn can often be seen, bounding at speeds up to 60mph. At the next junction, take a left to drive north on 3 Mormon Row, a picturesque strip that includes a much-photographed rambling barn. At the end of the row, loop left on 4 Antelope Flats Road, where bison and pronghorn roam the grasslands. It soon meets Hwy 191: go left, then right at Moose Junction. Before the park entrance gate, take a left onto narrow 5 Moose–Wilson Road. You will need to squeeze onto the shoulder for oncoming traffic: this is why oversized vehicles are explicitly banned. Mind the blind curves, twisting through dense foliage. You will pass turnoffs for Death Canyon Trailhead, Phelps Lake Trailhead and Granite Canyon Trailhead. If you're keen on a swim, these trails will take you to 6 Phelps Lake; it's a 30- to 45-minute walk along the Woodland Trail from Phelps Lake Trailhead. The road spills out near 7 Teton Village, where you can take a gondola to the top to check out the views or grab lunch. Follow the Moose–Wilson Rd south to Hwy 22. Go left to return to Jackson.





HIKING TRIP
Trekking the Teton Crest

[image: jpg]

This epic trail takes hikers rambling over the lofty spine of the Tetons for jaw-dropping views and a fair share of high exposure. Dipping in and out of the neighboring Jedediah Smith Wilderness, the trail has numerous routes out – namely the canyons and passes that access it on either side. Hikers must arrange for a shuttle or have two cars to leave at the start and end points.


1 Paintbrush Divide

Day one is the same as the Paintbrush Divide loop, curving around String Lake and climbing through Paintbrush Canyon to Holly Lake. Day two continues to follow this route, taking you over a scree field to Paintbrush Divide. This section with loose boulders can be sketchy; take it very slowly. Ice tools may be necessary for the better part of the summer, so check with rangers on conditions before heading out.

The Hike: Follow the divide down switchbacks to Lake Solitude (9035ft), until the Forks junction between the North and South Forks of Cascade Canyon.

2 Avalanche Divide

After spending the night at the South Fork Cascade Camping Zone, the trail climbs up to the Avalanche Divide junction. Head right (southwest) to Hurricane Pass (10,372ft), which has unsurpassed views of the Grand, South and Middle Tetons. For even more sublime views, make the excursion from the Avalanche Divide junction 1.6 miles to the divide, a scenic overlook above Snowdrift Lake.

The Hike: From the pass, the traiTeton Crestl descends into the Jedediah Smith Wilderness, past Sunset Lake, into the Basin Lakes of the Alaska Basin.
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3 Alaska Basin

The Alaska Basin is a great place to spend the night, with several popular campsites. No permits are needed here since you're outside the park, but you must camp at least 200ft from lakes and 150ft from streams.

The Hike: The trail crosses South Fork Teton Creek on stepping stones and switchbacks up the Sheep Steps to the wide saddle of Mt Meek Pass (9718ft) to re-enter the park.

4 Marion Lake

For the next 3 miles, the trail dips into the stunning plateau of Death Canyon Shelf and the camping zone. Past the turnoff to Death Canyon, it climbs to Fox Creek Pass (9560ft) and continues southwest over a vague saddle to Marion Lake and its designated campsites. Set in a cirque basin just beneath the 10,540ft Housetop Mountain, Marion Lake is quite striking, and the meadows just east of the lake fill with wildflowers in July.

The Hike: The trail descends into the Upper Granite Canyon Camping Zone and continues past the Upper Granite Canyon patrol cabin to the junction with the Valley Trail.

5 Granite Canyon

On the final day, it’s about 9 miles of hiking (with a descent of some 2900ft) to reach the end, which is the trailhead of Granite Canyon. Traversing this canyon gives a great finish to the multiday trip, with superb mountain views and waterfalls galore cascading down the surrounding peaks. If you prefer to take a shortcut instead of hiking the canyon’s length, you can head southeast to Teton Village and take the Jackson Hole Aerial Tram.




Rock Climbing & Mountain Climbing

SCALING LEGENDARY PEAKS

The Tetons are known for excellent short-route rock climbs, as well as classic longer routes to summits such as Grant Teton, Mt Moran and Mt Owen (12,928ft), all best attempted with an experienced guide.

The crowning glory of the park, the dagger-edged Grand Teton (13,775ft) has taunted many a would-be mountaineer. The first white men to claim to have summited were James Stevenson and Nathanial Langford, part of the 1872 Hayden Geological Survey. However, when William Owen, Franklin Spalding and two others arrived at the top in 1898, they found no evidence of a prior expedition. So they chiseled their names in a boulder, claimed the first ascent, and ignited a dispute that persists today.

Today, climbers speckle the mountain's multiple routes throughout the summer season, and even very fit nonclimbers can reach the summit with a little training and a competent guide. The most popular route requires a combination of scrambling, easy 5th-class climbing and a few rappels, but should not be taken lightly. The park rescues 15 to 20 people a year, and fatalities are not uncommon.

Day climbers don't need to register, but those staying overnight need a backcountry-use permit (available at park visitor centers).

Garnet Canyon is the hard-won gateway to scrambles to Middle and South Teton and the technical ascent of Grand Teton – but you need technical climbing skills and an existing familiarity with the routes. However, even nonclimbers will find the 4-mile hike to the starting point of the Grand Teton climb a memorable one.

Jenny Lake Ranger Station is the go-to office for climbing information, with climbing guidebooks, trail maps and loads of insight from rangers. An excellent resource and the spot to meet outdoor partners in crime, the member-supported Grand Teton Climbers' Ranch, run by the American Alpine Club, has been a climbing institution since 1970. It also offers lodging in wooden bunks (bring your own sleeping bag and pad), plus a communal library, a cook shelter and bathhouse, plus free bicycle rental on-site. And if you're traveling solo, you can call or email in advance and they can help you find a climbing partner.
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UPPER WIND RIVER

Part of the Wyoming Centennial Scenic Byway, US 26/287 climbs east from Grand Teton National Park’s Moran Junction up the slopes of Bridger-Teton National Forest to Togwotee Pass (Toe-ga-tee; 9658ft), before dropping into the upper Wind River Valley. To the north is the 914-sq-mile Teton Wilderness; to the south is the more distant Gros Ventre Wilderness. Dubois is the only town in the upper valley, east of which the landscape yields to the semi-arid red sandstone Dubois badlands. The Bridger-Teton National Forest Blackrock Ranger Station, 8 miles east of Moran Junction, has general information and free maps of the region.



Cycling in Grand Teton

EXPLORING ON TWO WHEELS

Cyclists are in less danger from motorists in the Tetons than in Yellowstone National Park because the roads are wider and more open, but it is still best to venture out early to avoid traffic. Grand Teton National Park gets little traffic from September to early October, and the cool temperatures make for pleasant pedaling. In April, Teton Park Rd is open only to cyclists and pedestrian traffic. This is a great time to cycle if the snow has cleared.

The best spot for cycling in the park is the Grand Teton Multiuse Bike Path between Jackson and Jenny Lakes.

Just east of the park in Teton National Forest (part of Bridger-Teton), the forested Shadow Mountain (8299ft) offers a strenuous 6-mile round-trip loop. Set off along a gravel road from the parking lot at the end of paved Antelope Flats Rd. A steady climb, the road is rutted and rocky at points. Open sections offer excellent Teton views. Just over half a mile past the summit there's a single-track path to the left. It splits, and your best option is to stay left, although all trails do lead to the bottom. Be alert for fallen logs, which lie across the path in places.

After this exciting downhill run, join the fire road. Watch for muddy conditions, which make this section a lot trickier. A webbed network of trails here means it is easy to get turned around. For topographical maps, visit Hoback Sports in Jackson.

For a longer outing, make a 33-mile loop from Jackson. Start off by heading north on Hwy 191 to Moose Junction. Go left here and left again to the narrow and winding Moose–Wilson Rd. Keep an eye out for horned owls, which nest along this section. Approaching Teton Village, the road becomes smooth and stays that way. Continue on the flats of Moose–Wilson Rd until you hit a junction with Hwy 22; turn left here. There will be a lot of car traffic on Hwy 22.

An early start will help you avoid traffic on the narrows of Moose–Wilson Rd.

Another memorable ride takes you on a 16-mile loop through the heart of Mormon Row. Start at the Gros Ventre Junction. Go right at the turnoff (if you're coming from Jackson), heading northeast with Blacktail Butte to your north. Take a left at Mormon Row. Bumpy and unpaved, this 3-mile section is probably the only reason not to ride a road bike. Bike north past the intersection with Antelope Flats Rd for a block just to see the historic barns, then return to Antelope Flats and head west toward the Tetons. The road ends at Hwy 191; turn left (south) here to return to the start.
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TURPIN MEADOW RANCH

For a true wilderness getaway or some of the best Nordic terrain in the region, check out Turpin Meadow Ranch, a luxury dude ranch set near the banks of the Buffalo Fork River. In winter you’ll have acres of cross-country skiing right outside the cabin door, in addition to fat-bike touring and snowmobiling. In summer there’s mountain biking, fly-fishing, horseback riding, pack trips and wildlife watching. Cabins feature smart retro decor and fireplaces. It’s located around 17 miles northeast of Moran Junction (a 30-minute drive).




Getting Around

Jenny Lake lies about 8 miles north of the turnoff from Hwy 191 (a 15-minute drive) and around 20 miles north of Jackson. The parking lot fills by 9am, so get an early start.





PLAINS & PANORAMAS DRIVE
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This scenic loop with its fantastic views begins 8 miles north of Jackson at 1 Moose Junction. Follow Hwy 191 north past Blacktail Ponds Overlook and Glacier View turnout. Seven miles after Moose Junction, 2 Snake River Overlook has views of the braided channels of the Snake. Dense cottonwoods, willows and Engelmann spruce provide an excellent habitat for moose and deer. Stop at 3 Cunningham Cabin, the site of an 1892 shoot-out where a band of self-deputized locals sought to root out rumored horse thieves. Now the historic spot is overrun with homesteading ground squirrels. At Moran Junction bear left, continuing on 191. The hulking peak of Mt Moran looms to the west, bearing five glaciers. Stop about 3.5 miles later at 4 Oxbow Bend to look for fishing eagles, ospreys and trumpeter swans. Long-legged great blue herons stalk the shallows. Head south along Teton Park Rd at Jackson Lake Junction. The rustic 1930s 5 Log Chapel of the Sacred Heart follows. On your left, you will see a sign for 6 Signal Mountain Road, a 5-mile climb. You can detour here or continue straight ahead. Turn on the one-way 7 Jenny Lake Scenic Drive, twisting through a forested area with the tantalizing spires of the Tetons just across the lake. It will deposit you back on Teton Park Rd. On the left just before Moose Junction, you will see 8 Menor's Ferry Historic District. The brainchild of Bill Menor, the ferry provided the only transportation across the river. In the same area, the log 9 Chapel of the Transfiguration, built in 1924, still holds church services. Return to the main road and follow it until it exits the park at Moose Junction.






JACKSON LAKE


[image: jpg]

The focal point for the northern half of the park is Jackson Lake, a body of water first formed by glaciers and then enlarged over the past 120 years as part of the Jackson Lake Dam. Today, this mountain-backed waterscape comprises one of the largest high-altitude lakes in the US, with over a dozen islands and depths reaching more than 400ft. The superlatives extend to other key waterways, such as the Snake River, which feeds the lake before continuing its journey another 1000-plus miles en route to the Pacific Ocean.

Standing on the edge of the shore you can admire the view of Mt Moran (12,605ft) looming above the lake’s southwest corner. The peak was named after landscape painter Thomas Moran, who first traveled this way with the Hayden Geological Survey of 1871. Moran’s grand depictions forever became synonymous with the area. A number of key areas dot the lake’s eastern shores, including Colter Bay Village, the Jackson Lake Lodge and the Signal Mountain Lodge.
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SIGHTS

1 Christian Pond

2 Colter Bay Village

3 Donoho Point

4 Flagg Ranch

5 Grand View Point

6 Grassy Lake Rd

7 Half Moon Bay

8 Jackson Lake Dam

9 John D Rockefeller Jr Memorial Parkway

10 Leigh Lake

11 Mt Moran

12 Oxbow Bend

see 4 Polecat Creek Bridge

13 Signal Mountain

14 Spalding Bay

15 Swan Lake

16 Tillery Lake

17 Two Ocean Lake

17 Webb Canyon

18 Willow Flats Overlook

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

20 Arizona Island Picnic Area

21 Hermitage Point Trailhead

22 Lakeview Picnic Area

SLEEPING

23 Bearpaw Bay

24 Deadman Point

25 Elk Island

26 Grassy Island

see 4 Headwaters Lodge & Cabins

27 Jackson Lake Lodge

28 Little Mackinaw Bay

29 Lizard Creek Campground

30 Signal Mountain Campground

31 South Landing

32 Warm Springs

33 Wilcox Point

EATING

34 Leeks Marina




TOP TIP

Colter Bay Village is the epicenter of much activity in the northern end of the park including hiking trails, horseback rides and kayak rentals. The lakeshore is also a great destination for some downtime, whether catching a sunset, picnicking or cooling off in the waters.
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TOUR OPERATORS

Rendezvous River Sports

Runs four-day kayaking trips around Jackson Lake, finishing with a float down the Snake River.

Heart Six Ranch

Scenic float trips along the Snake River, horseback rides, pack trips and winter activities.

Solitude Float Trips

A favorite of park visitors for its two-hour scenic float trips from Deadman’s Bar.


Boating in Grand Teton

FUN DAYS ON THE WATER

A fun, mellow activity for families or groups is to rent a motorboat for a day and explore Jackson Lake, stopping to picnic and swim at uncrowded inlets and islands. Though they cover less terrain, canoes and kayaks are also wonderful. Ask at Colter Bay Marina or Signal Mountain Marina. Keep in mind that canoes and kayaks rented at the marinas may not be paddled beyond Colter Bay or Half Moon Bay (from Colter Bay) or Donoho Point (from Signal Mountain).

String Lake, near Jenny Lake, and Leigh Lake are other perfect destinations for a family canoe trip, stand-up paddling or just splashing around. Start on String Lake and make a 120ft portage before Leigh, which offers the most scenic day and overnight paddles. Six beautiful backcountry campsites flank the lakeshore, three of which (16, 14A and 14B) are only accessible by boat. It's 3 miles one way from the portage point at the outlet of Leigh Lake to the furthest campsite (16). String Lake's canoe-only put-in is just before the Leigh Lake Trailhead parking lot. Leigh Lake also offers quality fishing.

If you prefer to leave the planning to someone else, various operators run float trips in the national park. The Triangle X Ranch offers dawn, daytime and sunset floats, plus a four-hour early-evening float and cookout. Trips run out of Moose. Solitude Float Trips is another recommended rafting company that runs Deadman's Bar-to-Moose trips and sunrise trips, plus shorter 5-mile floats.

On the east side of Jackson Lake, Colter Bay Cruises runs 1½-hour cruises three times daily, as well as longer breakfast, lunch and dinner cruises in the shadow of Mt Moran.


BOATING RULES & REGULATIONS

Motorized craft (maximum 7.5HP) are allowed only on Jackson, Phelps and Jenny Lakes. Hand-propelled nonmotorized craft are permitted on Jackson, Two Ocean, Emma Matilda, Bearpaw, Leigh, String, Jenny, Bradley, Taggart and Phelps Lakes, as well as the Snake River 1000ft below Jackson Lake Dam. Sailboats, water skis and sailboards are permitted only on Jackson Lake. Jet skis are not allowed in the park. Floating is prohibited within 1000ft of Jackson Lake Dam. Only hand-powered rafts, canoes and kayaks are allowed on the Snake River. Watercraft are forbidden on other rivers. All private craft must obtain a one-year permit (nonmotorized/motorized craft $25/75). Nonmotorized craft are rafts, canoes, paddleboards and kayaks. These can be purchased recreation.gov or in person via the Craig Thomas or Colter Bay visitor centers.



TOUR OPERATORS

Grand Teton Lodge Company

Huge range of tours including rafting trips, horseback rides, guided fly-fishing, lake cruises and park bus tours.

Wildlife Expeditions

Teton Science Schools runs these half-, full- or multiday naturalist-guided trips and courses.

Signal Mountain Marina

Rent kayaks, pontoon boats and fishing boats by the hour for adventures on Jackson Lake.

Paddling the Backcountry

EXPLORING THE LAKES

You can head off on memorable aquatic adventures by overnighting at backcountry campsites around Jackson Lake at Deadman Point, Bearpaw Bay, Grassy Island, Little Mackinaw Bay, South Landing, Elk Island and Warm Springs. Book these sites well in advance, especially on summer weekends, when the lake is bursting with powerboats, sailboards, sailboats and canoes. There is a maximum three-night stay.

With dramatic close-ups of the toothy Mt Moran, Moran Bay is the most popular destination from Colter and Spalding Bays. While boating you can stop at Grassy Island, which lies at the epicenter of Moran Bay. From the put-in at Signal Mountain Marina, you can paddle to Hermitage Point (2 miles), Elk Island (3 miles) and Grassy Island (6 miles). From Colter Bay to Little Mackinaw Bay it's 1.5 miles.

Alternatively, you can paddle from Lizard Creek Campground to remote backcountry trails on Jackson's northwest shore. Wilcox Point backcountry campsite (1.25 miles from Lizard Creek) provides backcountry access to Webb Canyon along the Moose Basin Divide Trail (20 miles). For a longer intermediate-level trip, paddle the twists and turns of the Snake River from Flagg Ranch to Wilcox Point or Lizard Creek.

Predominant winds from the southwest can be strong, especially in the afternoon, when waves can swamp canoes. Morning is usually the best time to paddle.

[image: jpg]

Kayaking, Jackson Lake | B Brown/shutterstock ©


Remote Adventures on Grassy Lake Road

GETTING OFF THE BEATEN PATH

The east–west Grassy Lake Rd links the main highway through Grand Teton (US 89) with Ashton, Idaho, offering a remote back way into the national parks. This bumpy gravel road, also a good mountain-biking route, follows an old Native American trade and hunting route. The big draw is camping at remote sites, fishing pristine streams and hiking trails that are well off the beaten path. In late fall the road closes and snowmobiles take over.

Only the first mile or so is paved. After that, it’s 36 miles of unpaved, rutted, sometimes washboard roadway, ensuring a slow journey. It typically takes around three hours to drive the entire length.

Heading west from US 89, Flagg Ranch is the first landmark on the road. Shortly after crossing the Polecat Creek Bridge, the pavement ends. The graded gravel road parallels the north bank of the Snake River.

Sandwiched between the Winegar Hole and Jedediah Smith Wildernesses, this region is peppered with lakes with great fishing options. The most accessible are the roadside Indian Lake and Loon Lake, 1 mile down a bumpy track off Reclamation Rd. Further east there's a turnoff for the rough road to stunning Lake of the Woods, site of the Boy Scouts' Camp Loll. A mile further east is the half-mile detour south to Tillery Lake. Beyond, the expansive and popular Grassy Lake Reservoir has boating, fishing and dispersed campsites. Just after the reservoir, the road enters the John D Rockefeller Jr Memorial Parkway.

Check with rangers if visiting in May or June, as road conditions may require a 4WD vehicle.


CAMPING ON GRASSY LAKE ROAD

There are 20 free, minimally developed, first-come, first-served campsites strung out along Grassy Lake Rd. The first (and most popular) campground is 1.6 miles along the road and has four riverside campsites. Each of the next three riverside campgrounds, in the 1.5-mile stretch past Soldiers' Meadow, has two sites. The last four campgrounds, spaced out along the next 3.5 miles, are useful for hikes into Yellowstone's southern reaches.

Each site has a picnic table, a bear box and a parking space. There's also a central vault toilet as well as trash cans and recycling receptacles. There's no potable water so plan ahead. Camping is only allowed in designated sites.



GRAND TETON WILDFLOWERS

Arrowleaf Balsamroot

Member of the sunflower family, these bright yellow flowers grow in great bunches and are widely prevalent.

Scarlet Gilia

Small trumpet-shaped flowers, often red, found in sagebrush flats and forests; rather unpleasant smelling.

Lupine

Look in meadows and mountain slopes for this five-petaled flower that belongs to the pea family.

Driving the John D Rockefeller Jr Memorial Parkway

PEACEFUL ROAD TO YELLOWSTONE

Managed by the NPS, John D Rockefeller Jr Memorial Parkway is a 7.5-mile corridor linking Yellowstone and Grand Teton national parks. Congress recognized Rockefeller's contribution to the creation of Grand Teton National Park by designating this 24,000-acre parkway in his honor in 1972. Here, the Tetons taper to a gentle slope, and rocks from volcanic flows in Yellowstone line the Snake River. A transitional zone between the two national parks, the area combines characteristics of both, though it's less spectacular than either. Activities focus on the historic Flagg Ranch, which was established as a US Cavalry post in 1872.

North–south US 89/191/287 is the main road through the parkway. The turnoff to Flagg Ranch is 2 miles south of Yellowstone's South Entrance Station and 15 miles north of Colter Bay Village. The turnoff to Grassy Lake Rd, which leads west to Ashton, Idaho, is just north of Flagg Ranch.

The Flagg Ranch Information Station is near the Grassy Lake Rd turnoff. Nearby Headwaters Lodge and Cabins offers parkway accommodations, dining, gas and activities. Once a popular winter launchpad into Yellowstone National Park, the resort now closes in winter since stricter snowmobiling regulations have been put in place. Winter trails can still be accessed here.



SADDLING UP IN GRAND TETON

Horseback riding is possible at Jackson Lake, Colter Bay and the Flagg Ranch area. Children are charged the same as adults and must be at least eight years old and over 4ft tall. The Colter Bay Corral offers short rides around Swan Lake. Families with small children can check out the 10-minute wrangler-led pony rides. Make reservations at the activities booth next to the Colter Bay grocery store a few days in advance.

Over at the Jackson Lake Lodge Activities Desk, you can sign up for a two-hour guided horseback ride that loops around the local trails departing in the mornings, or afternoon one-hour rides that are perfect for first-timers.



GRAND TETON WILDFLOWERS

Indian Paintbrush

Bright red or yellow flowers with spiky petals, paintbrushes are hemiparasites (suck nutrients from other plants).

Sticky Geranium

Widespread late-spring flower with five sizable petals in shades of pink, purple or blue.

Calypso Orchid

Also called Fairy Slipper, this orchid has pinkish-purple petals and grows in damp, shaded forests.



HIKING TO HERMITAGE POINT
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On this memorable hike trail in the Colter Bay region, you’ll make your way to a wild and windswept promontory with outstanding views of the multifanged Mt Moran. The 9.7-mile (round-trip) journey is fairly easygoing, meaning you won’t have to contend with a large elevation gain. From the 1 Colter Bay Visitor Center, follow the parking lot to the southern end. The first part of the trail follows the 2 shoreline of Jackson Lake with fine views of the Teton Range. The trail descends and passes along the left (eastern) side of lily-filled 3 Heron Pond, where you can look for moose, beavers and trumpeter swans. It branches right, then right again for 2.2 miles to the post marking Hermitage Point (4.4 miles, 1¾ hours). Search the pines for nesting osprey near the point; there can be many here. This lesser-hiked leg takes you through 4 dense forest and doesn’t offer much in the way of views. Be sure to announce your presence when approaching blind corners in case of bears. After about two hours of hiking, you’ll reach 5 Hermitage Point on the edge of Jackson Lake. The magnificent overlook feels all the more impressive given the contrast with the forested landscape you just passed through. The return leg (4.8 miles, two hours) loops back, taking a right to 6 Third Creek and then a left past 7 Swan Lake. Keep a watchful eye out for yet more beavers munching on lily pads. If you don't have the time to tackle the entire Hermitage Point loop, then turn left at the southeast end of Heron Pond to Swan Lake and return on a 3-mile, 1¾-hour loop, which is commonly used by horseback riders and ideal for families with small children.




Exploring the Northern Shore of Jackson Lake

PICNIC SPOTS, CAMPSITES AND EXHIBITIONS

The road south from Yellowstone drops off the Yellowstone plateau at the end of the John D Rockefeller Jr Memorial Parkway, where a startling view of the Tetons soaring above Jackson Lake comes into play. Lizard Creek Campground puts travelers within easy reach of the shores and makes a good base for visits to both Yellowstone to the north and Grand Teton to the south. Just past this 60-site campground, you’ll reach the Jackson Lake Overlook, which offers a mesmerizing panorama of mountain and lake.

Just south of there, you can stop for more views at the Lakeview Picnic Area or look for wildflowers in the meadows surrounding the Arizona Island Picnic Area. Leeks Marina is a short drive south of there, and the on-site pizzeria is known for serving some of the best pizzas around – the sweeping views from the picnic tables only enhance the flavor.

The next turnoff is Colter Bay Village, which makes a popular base for all sorts of adventures. Get your bearings at the Colter Bay Visitor Center, where rangers can advise you about the day’s events: from naturalist-led walks to evening talks in the amphitheater, as well as wildlife spotting (like the mama black bear and her three cubs who took up residency near Colter Bay in 2023).

The visitor center is also home to the worthwhile Indian Arts Gallery. The small but thoughtfully curated exhibition space has objects spanning from 1830 to 1940. Artifacts include beautiful beadwork, quillwork, pottery, weaving and paintings. During the summer, the park hosts Native American artists and craftmakers (in one-week rotations) who display and sell their works and answer questions about their tribal cultures.

South of the visitor center is the marina and trailhead for hikes to Swan Lake and Hermitage Point. A popular picnic and swimming area sits just north of the visitor center, though countless other secluded swimming and sunbathing spots are dotted around Jackson Lake.
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LOCAL EXPERT: ASSINIBOINE HERITAGE
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Dani Bahnsen, an artist from the Assiniboine Tribe, shares memories from her childhood.

@buffalo.sister

As a kid, I spent summers with my grandparents to learn. They had a big ranch in Montana on the reservation. And so during the week I was a cowgirl, and on the weekends I was an Indian, and we would go to powwows. At gatherings and ceremonies, the elders, holding their peace pipes, would tell stories. Some of them were funny and would be lighthearted. And at other times the stories were very serious. It was really inspiring. I didn’t realize at the time how lucky I was to have that culture.



NATURE GUIDES

A Backcountry Field Guide to Yellowstone and Grand Teton

Some 1200 photos help you identify trees, wildflowers, birds, mammals and amphibians.

Grand Teton National Park Wildlife

Simplified lightweight pocket guide that illustrates the park’s key plant and animal life.

Birds of Wyoming

Stan Tekiela’s 348-page field guide is packed with info (and color photos) on the region’s many birds.
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SNOWMOBILES

Snowmobiles are allowed only on the frozen surface of Jackson Lake for ice fishing access. Snowmobilers will have more options in nearby Yellowstone National Park and West Yellowstone. You must have a valid driver's license and vehicles must have Best Available Technology (BAT) and meet the requirements listed in the NPS snowmobiling brochure. On the John D Rockefeller Jr Memorial Parkway, Grassy Lake Rd is open to snowmobiles without BAT.



WINTER WILDLIFE

Bighorn Sheep

These animals hang out on high-elevation ridges that have blown free of snow.

Moose

Moose use long legs to travel through snow to find their preferred forage. Calves follow directly behind the mother.

Predators

Coyote, foxes, lynx and wolves remain active using snow-adapted feet to navigate the terrain.


Winter Adventures

SKIING AND SNOWSHOEING

With the crowds gone, bears tucked away in their dens and powdery snow blanketing the pines, the Tetons make a lovely winter destination. Teton Park Rd is plowed from Jackson Lake Junction to Signal Mountain Lodge and from Moose to the Taggart Lake Trailhead. The outer park road (US 89/191) is plowed and open for winter travel from the town of Jackson to Flagg Ranch just south of Yellowstone National Park.

Cross-country skiers hit the trails between mid-December and mid-March. The park grooms 15 miles of track right under the Tetons' highest peaks, between the Taggart and Bradley Lakes parking area and Signal Mountain. Lanes are available for ski touring, skate skiing and snowshoeing. Grooming takes place two or three times per week. The NPS does not always mark every trail: consult at the ranger station to make sure that the trail you plan to use is well tracked and easy to follow. Remember to yield to passing skiers and those skiing downhill. You can find rental equipment in Jackson.

For an easy 8-mile, round-trip, cross-country ski trip, start from the Taggart Lake parking area and follow the Jenny Lake Trail parallel to Cottonwood Creek. Return via the Teton Park Rd. There are great views of the Tetons throughout.

A slightly more challenging route begins at the same spot. The Taggart Lake to Beaver Creek excursion is a moderate-to-difficult trail with some climbing. It's a 3-mile round trip to Taggart Lake or 4 miles to do the Beaver Creek loop, climbing through a glacial moraine. Use care on the return descent, as the trail may be icy. To ski Moose–Wilson Rd, it's an easy 5.8-mile round trip, with some climbing. Park at the entrance to Death Canyon Rd. A 2-mile loop detours to the edge of Phelps Lake. You can also approach via Teton Village, parking at Granite Canyon Trailhead.

Snowshoers may use the park's Nordic skiing trails. For an easy outing, try Teton Park Rd (closed to traffic in winter). Remember to use the hardpack trail and never walk on ski trails – skiers will thank you for preserving the track. From late December through to mid-March, rangers lead free two-hour, 1.5-mile snowshoe hikes from the Taggart Lake Trailhead two times per week. Traditional wooden snowshoes are available for rental. The tour is open to eight-year-olds and up.

A favorite among snowshoers is the Polecat Creek Trail, a 2.5-mile loop that takes you past the eponymous creek as well as Huckleberry Hot Springs. Park at the Headwaters Lodge at Flagg Ranch and travel clockwise.


TETON WINTER FACILITIES

Much is closed for winter in Grand Teton National Park. Dates for service openings and closures vary greatly from year to year, depending on snow conditions. Get information on weather, road, ski and avalanche conditions from the visitor center in Jackson. Spur Ranch Log Cabins, which stays open for most of the year, sits close to the center of Moose. There is limited tent and RV camping near the Colter Bay Visitor Center, though tent sites may be on snow. On the eastern edge of the national park, Triangle X Ranch has wood cabins at discount winter rates.



GUIDED FISHING TOURS

Snake River Angler

Full-service fishing shop with guide service to fishing spots in Grand Teton and Yellowstone.

Grand Teton Fly Fishing

Runs half- or full-day fly-fishing float trips on a wide variety of rivers.


Grand Fishing Adventures

Top-notch guided fly-fishing on the Snake, Green and Salt Rivers, plus exclusive access to Fish Creek.

Grand Vistas near Jackson Lake Lodge

OVERLOOKS AND WILDLIFE

The elegant Jackson Lake Lodge is worth a stop, if only to gape at the stupendous views through its 60ft-tall windows. In cold weather, the cozy fireplaces in the upper lobby are blazing. In summer you can drink in fine Teton views and a cold Snake River Lager while sitting outdoors.

The willow flats below the hotel balcony are a top spot to catch a glimpse of moose, which flock to willow as a critical food source, particularly in winter.

Since the area has become popular with calving elk and bears, it now has a seasonal closure between mid-May and mid-July. During that time you can still enjoy the nearby Willow Flats turnout, with views of Mt Moran, Bivouac Peak (10,825ft), Rolling Thunder Mountain (10,908ft), Eagles Rest Peak (11,258ft) and Ranger Peak (11,355ft).

A short walk from the lodge, Christian Pond is a good place to spot riparian birdlife. The trail to the pond crosses the main road by a bridge just south of the lodge.

About a mile north of Jackson Lake Lodge, a rough dirt road branches east off the main road to a trailhead, from which it's a 1-mile walk one way (with a steep climb at the end) to Grand View Point (7586ft), which offers fine views of both the Tetons and Two Ocean Lake. You can also visit the viewpoint as part of the Two Ocean Lake hike.

One of Grand Teton's most famous scenic spots for wildlife watching is Oxbow Bend, 2 miles east of Jackson Lake Junction, with the reflection of Mt Moran as a stunning backdrop. Early morning and dusk are the best times to spot moose, elk, sandhill cranes, ospreys, bald eagles, trumpeter swans, Canada geese, blue herons and white pelicans. The oxbow was created when the river's faster water eroded the outer bank while the slower inner flow deposited sediment.

Heading south on Teton Park Rd, you'll find interpretive displays along the west shoulder near Jackson Lake Dam. Built in 1916, the dam raises the lake level by 39ft, and was paid for by Idaho farmers who still own the irrigation rights to the top 39ft of water. The dam was reinforced between 1986 and 1989 to withstand earthquakes. A new addition to the area is a fishing area, including wheelchair-accessible paths, on the riverside. Access it on the south side of the dam, turning west off Teton Park Rd. South of here is the rustic Log Chapel of the Sacred Heart, built in the 1930s and renovated in 2002. The church, which features rustic stylings and two beautiful stained-glass windows, is open to visitors and holds Catholic Mass occasionally in summer. There's also a pleasant picnic area.
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FISHING

Fishing is a Tetons draw, with several species of whitefish and cutthroat, lake and brown trout thriving in local rivers and lakes. Anglers must carry a valid Wyoming fishing license. Fishing licenses are issued at Moose Village store, Signal Mountain Lodge and Colter Bay Marina. The Snake, Buffalo Fork and Gros Ventre Rivers are closed from November 1 to March 31. In general, anglers are limited to six trout per day, with varying size limitations. Get a copy of the park's fishing brochure for details.



SMALL MAMMALS

Yellow-Bellied Marmot

Housecat-sized rodent (also called a rock chuck) with prominent incisors, sometimes spotted sunning on rocks.

Pika

Tiny critters related to rabbits but with round ears, pikas gather and dry vegetation (haypiles) to survive winter.

Ground Squirrels

They live in colonies in burrows, make chirping noises, and sometimes stand fully erect on their hind legs.


Lofty Views atop Signal Mountain Summit

DRIVING OR HIKING TO A MOUNTAINTOP

One of the park’s best overlooks is the 5-mile paved road east of Teton Park Rd that winds up to the top of Signal Mountain. From its perch at 7953ft above sea level, you’ll have dramatic panoramas some 800ft above Jackson Hole's valley floor. Below, the Snake River, the valley's only drainage, runs a twisted course through cottonwood and spruce. Abandoned dry channels demonstrate the changing landscape.

Views are superb at sunrise, but the best vistas are actually from three-quarters of the way up at Jackson Point Overlook, a short walk south from a parking area. William Jackson took a famous photograph from this point in 1878, when preparing a single image could take a full hour, using heavy glass plates and a portable studio.

A 6.8-mile round-trip hiking trail leads to the summit from Signal Mountain Campground, through groves of scrumptious huckleberries (these ripen in late summer). Though it’s an out-and-back hike, the trail branches in the center allowing you to avoid retracing your steps for at least part of the journey. Keep an eye out for elk, mule deer and even black bears along the way. In winter, Signal Mountain Summit Rd offers cross-country skiing with stunning views and a fun 5-mile downhill return run. To reach the turnoff, ski 1 mile south from Signal Mountain.
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HIKING TWO OCEAN LAKE

On this unique hike northeast of Jackson Lake Junction, views take a backseat to the beauty of Two Ocean Lake and the lush surrounding forest. The looped hike around the lake stretches 6.4 miles, with a 700ft elevation gain. If you have the energy, however, it’s worth making the ascent up to aptly named Grand View Point. The extra detour adds another 2.6 miles to the hike (making for 9 miles total). From the top you’ll have sweeping views over the Tetons as well as Two Ocean and Emma Matilda Lakes. Return to the main lake trail via the same route, then complete the hike by following the south shoreline of the lake.




Getting Around

Teton Park Rd follows the southeastern shore of Jackson Lake and then ends at Hwy 191. Continuing north, it’s another mile to the Jackson Lake Lodge and 6 miles to Colter Bay Village.






Laurance S Rockefeller Preserve
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For solitude coupled with the most stunning views that don't include the Grand, visitors should check out this newer section of Grand Teton National Park. Once the JY Ranch, an exclusive Rockefeller family retreat, these 3100 acres around Phelps Lake were donated in full by Laurance S Rockefeller in 2001. His grandfather, John D Rockefeller, had been an early park advocate, purchasing the first tracts of land to donate in 1927.

With this sector, Laurance Rockefeller's vision was to create a space of refuge and renewal. In contrast to other visitor centers, the beautiful Laurance S Rockefeller Preserve Center is a meditative experience. Sparely furnished and certified by LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design), the green building features quotes from naturalists and writers etched into walls, giant picture windows to admire the views, and a library with leather armchairs and books on conservation and nature.
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SIGHTS

1 Jump Rock

2 Phelps Lake

ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

3 Boulder Ridge Trail Junction

4 Death Canyon Trailhead

5 Lake Creek Trail

6 Valley Trail

7 Valley Trail & Phelps Lake Trail Junction

8 Woodland Trail

SLEEPING

9 Campsite 1

10 Campsite 2

11 Campsite 3

INFORMATION

12 Laurance S Rockefeller Preserve Center




TOP TIP

The preserve promotes an intimate experience. To prevent overcrowding, no parking is allowed on the shoulder of the Moose–Wilson Rd, and the parking lot only takes 40 vehicles – come before 10am or after 3pm in summer to ensure a spot. It's 4 miles south of Moose Junction.
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BEAR ENCOUNTERS

Running

Bad idea! Bears are faster, and running may elicit an attack from a nonaggressive bear.

Bear Spray

If a bear charges, spray a one- to two-second blast when the bear is 30ft away.

If the Bear Makes Contact

Drop, lie flat on your stomach and cover your neck with your hands. Don’t move until the bear has left.


Circling Phelps Lake

MEMORABLE VIEWS ON A LOOP TRAIL

On this scenic 7-mile trail, you’ll have great views and plenty of wildlife-watching opportunities while making a loop around a forest-lined lake. The trail, which is fairly flat but has a few ups and downs, leaves the Laurance S Rockefeller Preserve Center and splits. If you go left over the bridge, you will be on the Lake Creek Trail. Go right for the Woodland Trail. Before long, the Woodland Trail crosses the main road and continues in a gentle, winding ascent through pine forest and aspens, hitting the junction of the Boulder Ridge Trail at 0.7 miles. Continue straight; soon after, views open up and you get a glimpse of Static Peak (11,303ft) and nearby Buck Mountain. It should take 30 to 45 minutes total to reach Phelps Lake. Go the extra 20yd to the lake viewpoint for gorgeous views of the headwall across the lake; there are benches here for resting.

Start the Phelps Lake Trail loop counterclockwise. The trail intersects again with the longer Boulder Ridge Trail; continue on the lake loop, going through forested and sometimes bouldery terrain with lake views on the left. About one hour in you'll reach Jump Rock, an immense boulder used for launching swimmers into the lake. It's a fine spot to rest or picnic. The rock itself has a 23ft drop and the water is about 30ft deep here, so it's perfect for jumping in. Shortly you will reach the opposite side of the lake. Hikers can get easily turned around here, since a nearby avalanche created some trail detours. If you pay close attention, the route is clear. Briefly turn onto Valley Trail, which ascends a humid aspen grove with a waterfall within earshot.

Two short paths veer toward the lake; keep right and continue rounding the lake, looking up to your right to see the waterfall. This area is popular with moose, so keep an eye out for them. A muddy section has round log stepping stones. Ascend away from the lake to a trail sign that marks the halfway point. Go left here and cross a bridge over the stream. The trail ascends, surrounded by ferns, and on the left you will have a view of the creek feeding the lake. Keep ascending and reach the trail's highest point, the intersection of Valley Trail with Phelps Lake Trail. Veer left here, and it's 3 miles to the Laurance S Rockefeller Preserve Center. On this stretch, you’ll enjoy some fine views across the lake to Jackson Peak. A mile on, consider taking the short left-hand trail to lakeside Huckleberry Point if it's berry season – they flourish here in late summer. Rejoin the trail, which passes over marshlands on a steel boardwalk. Continue straight at another intersection with the Boulder Ridge Trail. Soon after, you will reach the road: cross carefully as it's a blind curve. The trail crosses the river before ending at the preserve center.

The parking lot fills up by 9am in summer, so an early (or midafternoon) start is helpful.
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BEST LODGING IN THE PARK

Jackson Lake Lodge

Attractive hotel-style rooms, some of which (the priciest) boast dramatic mountain views. Cottages have a mix of views from parking lot to mountains, though all are comfortably furnished. $$$

Jenny Lake Lodge

Peel back the decades on a stay in Jenny Lake’s rustically elegant cabins, within a short walk from String Lake or Jenny Lake. $$$

Colter Bay Village

This busy area has inviting log cabins (electric heaters only) nicely set among the forest as well as simpler tent cabins (BYO sleeping bags). $$$




Getting Around

Access this region of the park via Moose–Wilson Rd. The visitor center of Laurance S Rockefeller Preserve is about a 30-minute drive from both Jenny Lake and Jackson.





HIKING DEATH CANYON
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In the southwestern corner of the park off Moose–Wilson Rd, the lesser-known Death Canyon takes you on a 9-mile journey through a dramatic canyon beneath sheer cliffs towering overhead. You’ll find the 1 trailhead about five miles southwest of Moose. The trail starts off with a climb to 2 Phelps Lake Overlook (7200ft) and then descends through lovely aspen forest, passing a springtime waterfall. Shortly after, you’ll enter the towering 3 gorge. This is when the real ascent kicks in – a relentless uphill climb over rocky switchbacks that quickly joins the river, which cascades over large boulders. After a hard slog of about 1.5 miles, the path flattens out. Devoid of the river's roar, the valley seems impressively serene. The trail hits a junction by an 4 old patrol cabin, 4.5 miles from the trailhead. The right branch climbs steeply to Static Peak Divide (10,792ft); if you have the energy, switchback up the trail to the tree line for great views (a two-hour detour). Alternatively, continue straight on the main trail up 5 Death Canyon, through riverside willows in prime moose habitat. The trail crosses a log bridge and enters a lush forest filled with berries, which indicate bear territory. The 6 campsites of the Death Canyon Camping Area pop up occasionally, as do views of the Death Canyon Shelf, an impressive layer of sedimentary rock atop granite and gneiss. Continue along this trail as long as you wish, perhaps using one of the campsites as a picnic spot, though a good turnaround point comes where the trail crosses the stream. To exit, retrace your steps. Consider descending to pine-rimmed 7 Phelps Lake for a dip before the final grind, a 1.6-mile hike that includes climbing back up the moraine hill, which seems a lot longer at day's end.







AROUND GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARK
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UPSCALE TOWNS FRINGING WILDERNESS

With world-class skiing in winter and fabled mountain hiking in summer, you’ll find year-round adventures here, alongside outstanding dining, shopping and lodging.
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Outside the park boundaries, the landscape doesn’t suddenly turn dull. The rampage of beauty continues with cold clear rivers, winding single tracks and steep powder runs. Visit this region in winter and you will find Jackson Hole and Grand Targhee resorts serving up deep, pillowy snow. Lodges light roaring fires and the wilderness becomes a haven for snowshoeing, ski touring, dogsledding and frozen fun.

Posh and popular Jackson serves as the regional hub and base camp, where you can browse for Western baubles, down pints of fresh organic lager or wrap yourself in honey and rose petals. The foodie scene is among the best in the West, with an emphasis on local, farm-raised food. Despite the pricey art galleries and upscale boutiques, Jackson still has vestiges of a more rugged past, with several Western-themed bars and a small rodeo that draw in the cowboys. There’s also wildlife that comes right through town, with mule deer grazing on the baseball field, and great herds of elk on the National Elk Refuge near downtown.

On the Idaho side, rural Teton Valley is another world. For a less crowded view of the mountains, a trip west across the divide might be in order. Intriguingly, several blockbuster hikes into the national park actually begin on the Idaho side. Afterward, you can retreat to charming towns like Driggs, with its up-and-coming dining scene and old-fashioned slices of Americana, including old-fashioned soda fountains and a drive-in movie theater.
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THE MAIN AREAS

JACKSON

Vibrant arts-loving town.




Find Your Way

The main base for exploring this region is Jackson, which is just a short drive from the entrance to Grand Teton National Park. Alternatively, Driggs in Idaho serves as a handy gateway for adventures in the Teton Valley.
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Plan Your Time

Using Jackson as a base, you can spend your days hiking, skiing, biking or wildlife watching and return for fine meals and drinks by night.
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Pressed for Time

• Start the day in Jackson with coffee and croissants and then head up to the National Museum of Wildlife Art for immersion in impressive works by countless artists. In the afternoon, look for wildlife in the National Elk Refuge (pictured) and then treat yourself to tapas and drinks at Bin22. End the night with drinks at the Million Dollar Cowboy Bar.




Two Days to Tour

• After a day in Jackson, start off with an early-morning drive over the stunning Teton Pass into Idaho. Stop in for a huckleberry milkshake in Driggs, then head off on a challenging hike in the Teton Valley. Afterward, book a table at the high-end Forage Bistro, then catch an outdoor movie at the Spud Drive-in.



SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS

WINTER

Winter means skiing, snowshoeing through tranquil forests and wildlife watching at the National Elk Refuge.

SPRING

Ample snow covers the ground, but warmer days are arriving. Jackson hosts its Elkfest antler auction, which benefits the elk.

SUMMER

With snow melting high up, there are plenty of activities, including rodeos and the Teton County Fair.

FALL

It’s still a fine season for hiking. Fine-art lovers flock to town during the Jackson Hole Fall Arts Festival in September.




JACKSON
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Hiding in a verdant valley between some of the most rugged and wild mountains in the US, Jackson (population 11,000) looks similar to other towns in Wyoming – false-front roof lines, covered wooden walkways, saloons on every block – but it isn't quite the same. Here, just south of Grand Teton, hard-core climbers, cyclists and skiers (recognizable as sunburned baristas) outnumber cowboys by a wide margin, and you’re just as likely to see a celebrity as a moose wandering the urban trails.

The city’s popularity among travelers dates back to the early 20th century when the first dude ranches opened in Jackson Hole, and locals found more-reliable sources of income showing off the mountains to wealthy East Coasters, whom they would lead on fishing, hunting and horseback-riding excursions. Today there’s also no lack of boutique hotels, art galleries or high-end farm-to-table restaurants.
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ACTIVITIES, COURSES & TOURS

1 Dave Hansen Whitewater

2 Hoback Sports

3 Snow King Resort

SLEEPING

4 Cowboy Village

5 Ranch Inn Motel

6 Wort Hotel

DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE

7 Bin 22

8 Million Dollar Cowboy Bar

9 Snake River Brewing Co




TOP TIP

Happily ditch your car in Jackson, as it’s easy to get around on foot, with most restaurants, shops and bars within a few blocks of Town Sq. Even the tiny winter resort of Snow King is walkable from downtown. You'll need a car for the national park, however – unless you’re going by bicycle.
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Wildlife Watching in the National Elk Refuge

ELK, BIGHORN SHEEP AND BIRDS

On the edge of Jackson, the 24,700-acre National Elk Refuge was created in 1912 to provide sanctuary for one of the largest elk herds in Wyoming. In the winter, the elk migrate from as far away as Yellowstone down into the meadows, forests and marshes where they can find food and shelter among the foothills of the Grand Tetons. During the summer they migrate back into higher elevations, and are rarely seen in the refuge.

A good first stop for understanding the significance of this place is the National Elk Refuge Visitor Center. Here you can peruse exhibitions that give you deeper insight into the region’s plant and animal life. You can listen to the recorded sounds of bull elks bugling, see videos of elk (including some mischievous camera-licking juveniles) and admire an impressive 13-piece mural depicting five different habitats created by the late plein air artist Greg McHuron. Staff on hand loan out binoculars and can give tips on prime wildlife watching. There’s also a whiteboard listing recent bird and other animal sightings. Before leaving, head upstairs for a view over the refuge and take a stroll out onto the wooden boardwalk that overlooks a small pond.

From the visitor center, it’s a 1.5-mile drive southeast through town to the entrance of the refuge. You can drive this dirt road that extends through the reserve for more than 5 miles, though plenty of locals come here for runs, dog walks and bike rides. Take it slow as you drive the road, keeping an eye out not only for elk but also bighorn sheep, trumpeter swans and the occasional bald eagle. This is a great place for bird-watching, with everything from sandhill cranes to prairie falcons, with the occasional rare migrant like the Eurasian wigeon spotted here.

A little less than a mile from the start, you’ll reach the Miller Cabin on the left. Dating back to the turn of the 20th century, this wooden house, cabin and barn were once the residence of Robert Miller, the first superintendent of Teton National Monument. He played a prominent role in developing Jackson, as did his wife Grace, who became mayor in 1920. You can tour the house in the summer, which is decorated with period furnishings that help bring the past to life. Volunteer staff are sometimes on hand to answer questions.

Take advantage of various pullouts along the road to stop to admire the landscape – and with luck see some elk. Around 1.3 miles past the Miller Cabin (2.2 miles from the start), you’ll pass a pullout to the right with a faintly marked path leading up the hill. This is the Crystal Butte Trail – the only place where visitors are allowed to travel across the reserve on foot. It continues uphill for 2.4 miles into the Bridger-Teton National Forest, with fine views along the way.
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Around 3.6 miles from the beginning, you’ll reach the eastern boundary of the refuge at Twin Creek Ranch Rd. This is a good place to turn around.
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ALTERNATIVE REFUGE VIEWS & CUTTHROAT TROUT

A multiuse path that parallels the main road leading from Jackson toward Grand Teton also passes alongside the National Elk Refuge. Traveling by bicycle or on foot (it’s not a bad place for a run) allows you to stop at leisure to look for wildlife. Along the way, you can also pay a visit to the Jackson National Fish Hatchery, also part of the wildlife refuge, where you can peek into tanks where the threatened cutthroat trout are raised. A volunteer on hand can explain how it all works.



BEST OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

Continental Divide Dogsled Adventures

Experience Wyoming's back- country from the canine point of view on a snowy excursion.

Dave Hansen Whitewater

Top-notch outfit for memorable 8-mile white-water trips on the Snake River.

Hoback Sports

Rent mountain bikes, road bikes and e-bikes, as well as skis and snowboards in winter.



ARCHITECTURE & SCULPTURE GARDEN

Inspired by the ruins of Slains Castle in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, the quartzite facade of the NMWA blends into the mountainous landscape and offers fine views across the lush valley. Paths on either side of the parking lot are fringed by sagebrush and dotted with works by over a dozen different artists. Designed by the award-winning African American landscape architect Walter Hood, the Sculpture Trail has many standout pieces, including Ken Bunn’s Tribute to the Gray Wolf, Buffalo Trail by Richard Loffler and Bart Walter’s Wapiti Trail.



WHERE TO DRINK IN JACKSON

Bin22

Hidden in a wine store, this bubbling spot has tasty tapas plates and first-rate wines. $$

Million Dollar Cowboy Bar

Climb into the saddle (literally) and enjoy a night of fun at this Western bar with live music. $$

Snake River Brewing Company

Grab a picnic table on the lawn and linger over Jackson’s finest craft brews. $$

Nature-Themed Masterpieces at the National Museum of Wildlife Art

JACKSON'S BEST ART COLLECTION

The nation’s only museum dedicated exclusively to wildlife art, the National Museum of Wildlife Art (NMWA) is a surprising find in tiny Jackson. If you’re imagining dusty taxidermy and soporific landscapes, think again. Here you’ll find a world-class collection of paintings, sculpture, photography and mixed media, including works by Georgia O’Keeffe, Andy Warhol and Ai Weiwei. The collection features works by more than 550 artists, dating from 2500 BCE to the present. All of which is a roundabout way of saying there’s lots to see here, so plan on spending half a day (or more) to make the most of your visit.

The journey begins with a stroll past the luminous wintery painting of Tucker Smith’s The Refuge and Ken Carlson’s vivid portrait of a grizzly before delving into a bit of whimsy: David Everett’s Pantheon features a curiously stacked assemblage of key Wyoming animals sculpted one on top of the other, from the greater short-horned lizard (the state reptile) at the bottom to the endangered black-footed ferret at the top.

Subsequent rooms delve into masterpieces by Thomas Moran and Thomas Hill who created paintings of some of Yellowstone and Grand Teton’s most famous backdrops – although they sometimes added a few romantic flourishes to the scenery. Robert Bateman’s Chief brings a majestic bison to life – even more so, if you listen to the guttural bellowing of bulls by downloading the free museum app. Elsewhere, you can listen to grizzlies fighting over a kill, howling wolves, bighorn sheep crashing horns, and the lone cry of a female cougar seeking a mate.

In the Children’s Discovery Gallery, there are lots of hands-on activities: you can compare fur pelts and the skulls of different mammals, get a close-up look at scat (thankfully under glass) and size up eggs of golden eagle versus the red-tailed hawk. There’s a reading nook for curling up with a good picture book, and plenty of art supplies for drawing, coloring and sculpting. If there’s a small group, the kids can even don animal costumes and put on a show.

Some of the oldest pieces in the collection are the so-called Birdstones, the small slate, granite and porphyry figurines (several resemble alert beagles rather than birds) made by indigenous carvers from southern Michigan and Indiana over 4000 years ago. You’ll also find works by Native American artists from Southwestern tribes like the Zuni and Hopi, whose exquisite ceramics feature eye-catching deer, birds and bears as well as effigy vessels that incorporate animal faces and into their shape.

Some of the most impressive works are those painted by the so-called ‘Big Four,’ the German-born American Carl Rungius, the Swede Bruno Liljefors and the Germans Richard Friese and Wilhelm Kuhnert – all of whom made prolific contributions in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and brought wildlife painting out of the studio and into the outdoors, with field sketching and more-natural realistic settings. An entire room is devoted to the near photorealist paintings by Rungius as well as later artists who followed in his footsteps like the reclusive artist Robert Kuhn (his Pas de Deux features the dynamic dance-like interaction between rabbit and fox). Before leaving, don’t miss the view from the Members’ Gallery, which has spotting scopes looking out on the National Elk Refuge.
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WINTERTIME SLEIGH RIDE

From mid-December to early April, you can visit the National Elk Refuge by horse-drawn sleigh. On a 45-minute to one-hour ride, you’ll glide across snowy meadows to get a close-up view of hundreds of elk that gather here. If you come early in the season, you’ll see bull elks at their most impressive with full racks (they shed their antlers from late February through March). Knowledgeable guides will fill you in on these elk and their longtime winter range. Departures happen every half hour from 10am to 4pm. Reserve ahead through nersleighrides.com and be sure to dress warmly.



WHERE TO STAY IN JACKSON

Wort Hotel

A distinctly Wyoming feel permeates this luxury historic hotel that has only gotten better with age. $$$

Ranch Inn Motel

Boasts well-equipped rooms, some with balconies, and a good central location. $$$

Cowboy Village

Cozy log cabins are snugly furnished with knotted pine, bark beds and animal carvings. $$$



BEST MOUNTAIN ADVENTURES

Snow King Resort

Sling the skis over your shoulder and walk to this tiny 500-acre resort from downtown. Three lifts and a gondola serve ski and snowboard runs with a vertical drop of 1571ft.

Jackson Hole Mountain Resort

This mountain is larger than life. Whether tackling Jackson Hole with skis, board, boots or mountain bike, you will be humbled. With more than 4100ft of vertical rise and some of the world's most infamous slopes, Jackson Hole's 2500 skiable acres sit at the top of every serious shredder's bucket list. Summer months are active with a bike park, disc-golf course, climbing wall, ropes course and a high alpine via ferrata course where you tackle mountaineering assisted by cables and ladders.




Getting Around

Most hotels have parking lots, although there's also street parking around town. The downtown core is pleasantly walkable.






Beyond Jackson
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The mountainous backdrop is a year-round destination with skiing in winter and cycling, hiking and wildlife watching in the summer.


It's hard not to fall under the spell of one of America’s most breathtaking destinations. Moose, elk and bison roam the valley floor against the jagged peaks of the soaring Tetons, while eagles and ospreys fish the crystalline streams and mirror-like lakes. Dubbed ‘the hole’ by early mountain men, today the region is home to a handful of tiny communities, plus pristine wilderness that draws adventure seekers.

West of Jackson, the Teton Valley was first frequented by Blackfoot, Bannock, Shoshone, Nez Percé and Crow American Indian tribes as a summer hunting ground. In the 19th century, Mormons put down agrarian roots. Nowadays, once-sleepy ranching towns are gateways to outdoor adventure, with fabulous skiing, hiking, mountaineering and mountain biking.
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TOP TIP

The Teton Valley town of Driggs makes a handy base for exploring, with a few hotels as well as cabins and campgrounds nearby.




See the Power of Nature at Gros Ventre

WALKING A MASSIVE LANDSLIDE

A few miles northeast of the settlement of Kelly, Gros Ventre Rd leads into a beautiful stretch of wilderness that’s part of the Bridger Teton National Forest. Here, you can head onto a winding forest-lined road (unpaved but passable for normal cars) that parallels the Gros Ventre River churning just below. Shortly after a fork in the road (where you’ll stick to the main road), a wooden sign to the right announces the Gros Ventre Geological Slide. Pull over here and breathe in the crisp mountain air, then learn about the mountain-shifting events that occurred around a century ago.

On June 23, 1925, a vast slide of 50 million cubic yards of rock, one of the world’s largest recent movements of the earth, plummeted 2000ft down the side of the Gros Ventre Mountains to form a 225ft-high dam, creating a lake atop the Gros Ventre River. Two years later when the dam suddenly gave way, it created a monster wave that killed six and washed away the downstream town of Kelly.

Signposts near the start of the trail give vivid descriptions of the cataclysmic flood and delve into geology, river dynamics and local wildlife. An easygoing half-mile loop trail gives fine views over the rocky debris as well as the new growth that has sprung up since then. Amazingly, some trees survived the fall, ‘surfing’ the slide to reroot on the valley floor. Today the resulting Upper and Lower Slide Lakes attract anglers and boaters.

There are some great campsites in the area as well as cabins that immerse you in this wild corner of Grand Teton.
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KELLY WARM SPRING

Near the start of Gros Ventre Rd, less than half a mile from the Antelope Flats Rd junction, you’ll pass this small aptly named body of water. In contrast to hot springs, the temperature here is around 80°F (26°C). Entering the water is not recommended owing to the high levels of E. coli and other disease-causing agents; however, the meadow overlooking the spring makes a nice setting for a picnic. In the spring, it’s also a good spot to see wildlife, with elk and bison that come to graze on the grass.



WHERE TO STAY IN GROS VENTRE

Atherton Creek Campground

Attractive sites (some lack shade) overlooking Lower Slide Lake, about a 20-minute drive up Gros Ventre Rd. $

Crystal Creek Campground

Beautiful but primitive sites, a further 15 minutes along the increasingly rough road past Atherton. $

Budges’ Slide Lake Cabins

On the southwestern edge of Lower Slide Lake, these well-equipped cabins have decks overlooking the water. $$$


LOCAL EXPERT: MOUNTAIN LIFESTYLE IN THE GRAND TETON VALLEY
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Brian McDermott, Executive Director of the Teton Regional Economic Coalition, describes why the Teton Valley is the best place to live.

I’m convinced we have the fittest older population. Because frankly there’s not much else to do besides bike, hike and ski. I ski with 80-year-olds that I have a hard time keeping up with. That lifestyle of sport and beauty really feeds the mind and the soul. We know how hugely fortunate we are to live in this gorgeous landscape where we can interact with the charismatic megafauna – those large animals: deer, black bear, brown bear, moose. And that gives us a joie de vivre. It’s really quite nice.



WHERE TO EAT IN THE TETON VALLEY

Forage Bistro

There’s a jovial buzz to this family-run spot that serves beautifully prepared seasonal cuisine. $$$

Bangkok Kitchen

Authentic, fresh and flavor-packed Thai cuisine served in a casual setting on North Main St. $$

Badger Creek Cafe

Great little breakfast and lunch spot in the tiny arts-minded settlement of Tetonia. $

Exploring Idaho’s Teton Valley

SMALL-TOWN CHARM

The west face of the Teton Range soars above this broad valley, which lies mostly in Teton County, Idaho. This side of the mountain is warmer, sunnier and more tranquil than its well-known Wyoming neighbor.

Coming from Jackson, you’ll take Hwy 22 (aka the Teton Pass Hwy), which takes you up through an 8430ft mountain pass that sometimes closes in winter for avalanche control. The drive is steep (up to 10% grade in places) and offers some fabulous views, though heavy traffic means you’ll want to use pullouts to admire the scenery.
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Around 25 miles after pulling out of Jackson, you’ll reach the small town of Victor, where you can stop at the old-fashioned soda fountain and general goods store of Victor Emporium for one of their famous huckleberry shakes. Have a gander at the curious mural on the side of the building, which celebrates the outdoor life and the animals of the forest in one magnificent mash-up. Across the road is Victor Outdoor Seconds, where you can find quality secondhand outdoor gear and clothing often at great prices. There’s everything from ice skates and snowboards to cowboy hats, fleeces and waterproof boots.

It’s a short hop (just 8 miles) up to Driggs, Idaho Teton Valley’s most charming town. Keep your eyes peeled along the way, however. Around 6 miles outside of Victor, you’ll pass the Spud Drive-in on your right. Dating back to the 1950s, this outdoor cinema spins the clock back, with family fun under the starry skies. Note the location, then make a plan to come back if there’s anything showing.

A good first stop in Driggs is the Teton Geo Center. This free museum and information center packs a lot of knowledge into a small space. Exhibits on the culture, heritage, agriculture, geology and recreational opportunities of the area inspire you to get out and experience them yourself. There are plentiful maps and brochures, and volunteers to answer questions.

Next door is the Teton Rock Gym. Though seemingly small in size, this place has 3000 sq ft of climbing with bouldering, top rope sections and a dozen auto belays. It’s a great spot to hone your skills before heading into the mountains.

From here, you can take a stroll up Main St, which is sprinkled with restaurants, cafes and tempting spots for some refreshment: the much-loved Citizen 33 Brewery makes a diverse range of in-house beers, from easy-drinking lagers and English-style ales to some highly appealing IPAs. They have a sustainable focus and source all their hops from western Idaho.

Locals love Driggs almost as much for its small-town charm as its grand backyard complete with a wide range of adventures – hiking, cycling, skiing and mountaineering. If you’re eager to get a taste of the natural beauty just outside of town, stop in the US Forest Service office on South Main and ask for hiking recommendations. A short drive east of town along the Teton Canyon Rd, you’ll find campsites and some stunning trails like the dramatic Devil’s Staircase Trail with its awe-inspiring views across the mountains.
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TETON RAPTOR CENTER

Seven miles west of Jackson, the Teton Raptor Center is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the conservation of the region’s birds of prey. Based out of a historic 137-acre property near Wilson, the center runs a variety of programs covering education, research and rehabilitation. Each year the center treats an average of 130 injured birds with the goal of eventually releasing them back into the wild. Various avian residents (that couldn’t survive in the wild) play a starring role at Raptor Encounters held throughout the year, when you can learn all about owls, eagles and hawks. Check the latest activities at tetonraptorcenter.org.



WHERE TO STAY IN THE TETON VALLEY

Teton Valley Resort

An impressive range of accommodations, from comfortable wood cabins to tipis and safari tents. $$

Fin & Feather Inn

A pleasant B&B with attractive rooms, nice views and a lounge with fireplace. $$

Teton Tepee Lodge

One-of-a-kind spot with welcoming hosts who make you feel right at home. $$


Summiting Table Mountain

CHALLENGING CROWD-FREE HIKE

This outstanding hike, starting in Targhee National Forest (part of Caribou-Targhee), offers solitude, wildflowers galore and stunning high-alpine scenery without the crowds found on the eastern side of the range. A long haul, its stream crossings and steep sections make it best for experienced hikers – the 4000ft elevation gain is intense. The trail is optimal after snowpack has melted and crews have cleared winter deadfall (early July through September). The final scramble onto Table Mountain can be slippery – tread carefully.

You’ll find the trailhead at Teton Canyon Campground (7200ft), some 11 miles west of Driggs, Idaho. You have several options to reach Table Mountain: the northern trail, known as Huckleberry or North Teton Trail, is 7 miles long and has a gradual ascent up 4000ft. The shorter but more strenuous Face Trail is 4 miles long but quite steep – it’s best not to descend this one with its loose rocks creating a hazardous scenario. Some make it a loop hike by ascending Face and descending Huckleberry (11 miles round trip). Others prefer the easier and arguably more scenic Huckleberry for both legs, though this makes for a 14-mile outing. Along the way, you’ll pass through forest, wildflower meadows dotted with aspens, and mountain streams and waterfalls.

Both trails eventually intersect before the final (and hardest) stretch to the top. It’s worth the effort though: the flat-top summit of Table Mountain affords great gawping views of the Grand Teton, Alaska Basin and the western slope of the peaks. Spend some time drinking it all in before making the return journey.
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WINTER & SUMMER ADVENTURES

The Grand Targhee Resort is revered for its incredible powder stashes (more than 500in of snow falls each winter). Fed by six chair lifts, the mountain runs stretch across more than 2600 acres of skiable terrain, which is well suited for families and intermediate skiers, plus challenging runs for the more advanced. There are also some 9 miles of groomed Nordic trails and skating tracks.

When the snow melts, the wildflowers take over and the valley becomes a haven for hiking, climbing and biking. The summer bike park maximizes the terrain with variety for all types of riders, while hikers can catch a ride to the top of Fred’s Mountain for a face-to-face encounter with Grand Teton's even more photogenic backside.



WHERE TO STAY IN JACKSON HOLE

Hostel

Skier’s favorite with budget private rooms and four-bed dorms, plus spacious lounge with pool table. $$

Alpenhof Lodge

A classic Tyrolean lodge of comfy rooms perfectly set at the base of the slopes. $$$

Fireside Resort

Small rustic chic cabins have fireplaces and kitchens in a forested setting. $$$
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Climbing the Devil's Staircase to Alaska Basin

DEVILISH CLIMB TO THE HEAVENS

A long day loop (16 miles) incorporating Devil's Staircase and Alaska Basin can be done in either direction, but by hitting it counterclockwise you will encounter fewer people in the early leg of the hike and quickly achieve stunning views after ascending the Devil’s Staircase. Set aside at least nine hours.

The trailhead begins near the Teton Canyon Campground, 11 miles east of Driggs. The first 2.7 miles follow an old 4WD track at a mellow grade through fir and lodgepole pine. The south fork of Teton Creek parallels the trail. When the trail forks for Alaska Basin and Devil’s Staircase, take the right-hand fork, which quickly gets steep. After a few switchbacks, you end up on a gently up-sloping high meadow with views. Heading toward Mt Meek Pass, look for Dall sheep on the cliffs that tower to the right. A gurgling brook parallels most of this section, steeped in wildflowers.

Continuing up, savor the views of Mt Meek (10,681ft), Buck Mountain (11,938ft) and South Teton, before taking the fork to Alaska Basin (9200ft). This high-alpine area resembles Alaska's open tundra.

The rest of the hike follows the valley downhill through switchbacks and stream crossings. Polished rock outcrops show evidence of glacial movement. This rocky, sometimes steep forested section can be somewhat tough on the knees.

From Alaska Basin to the signed junction with Devil’s Staircase, it's 5 miles. Continue toward the parking lot via the entrance trail. If you’re hot and sweaty, take advantage of the great swimming holes off short paths to the creek.
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SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL

This sensitive alpine terrain receives heavy use. Practice leave-no-trace principles, stay on trails and observe fire restrictions. Permits are not required to camp, but campers must be at least 200ft from lakes and 150ft from streams. Bring water tablets or a purifier, sandals for river crossings and ample sunscreen.

Timing is also no small consideration. Beware of snowpack in early summer, as it can be treacherous going up through June. Get up-to-date info on trail conditions by consulting with Targhee National Forest rangers.

You can savor this epic trek by overnighting in Alaska Basin, which will also allow you extra time to explore the Basin Lakes.




Getting Around

Traffic can be heavy getting around the region during peak seasons (summer and winter). Allow yourself extra time to reach your destination.





WELL-EARNED VIEWS FROM JACKSON PEAK
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One of the best mountain hikes you can do within easy reach of downtown Jackson is the 10-mile round-trip ascent to the top of Jackson Peak (elevation 10,741ft).

You'll start at the 1 Goodwin Lake Trailhead. From there, things kick off with a bit of a challenge. You’ll make a 2 steep climb through thin forest before reaching an open, wildflower-filled meadow. The grueling climb continues as you cross the meadow and continue back into lodgepole forest and wind your way uphill. Keep an eye out for black bears that are known to frequent the area. After the first mile, you’ll reach a 3 ridgeline and the trail flattens out a bit.

The ascent continues a bit more gradually for the next couple of miles, taking you up rocky slopes. Around mile three you’ll arrive at the lovely forest-fringed 4 Goodwin Lake. This is a great spot for a picnic – or even a swim if you don’t mind the alpine temperatures. You’ll probably see Jacksonites with their canine companions, as the hike is a popular destination for dogs (especially the ones who love the water).

Past the lake, the hike gets steeper, passing 5 open meadows just below Jackson Peak. From here cairns mark the final climb to the top. The last mile or so is the hardest of all, but it’s well worth the effort. From the 6 summit, you’ll have magnificent 360-degree views, with the towering Tetons off in the distance.

To get here, drive east on East Broadway, turning left into the National Elk Refuge. The last part of the road is in bad shape, and it can be hard going without a high-clearance vehicle.







TOOLKIT


The chapters in this section cover the most important topics you’ll need to know about in Yellowstone & Grand Teton National Parks. They’re full of nuts-and-bolts information and valuable insights to help you understand and navigate Yellowstone & Grand Teton National Parks and get the most out of your trip.
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Arriving

The main gateway towns (and airports) nearest to Yellowstone National Park are Jackson (56 miles), Cody (52 miles), Bozeman (65 miles), Billings (129 miles) and Idaho Falls (107 miles). West Yellowstone has limited but pricey summer services. Grand Teton National Park sits right outside Jackson (13 miles).
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Visas

Visitors from Western Europe, Australia, New Zealand, Japan and Singapore can enter the US for up to 90 days on a visa waiver program (VWP).




SIM Cards

Supermarkets sell AT&T and T-Mobile SIM cards, giving you a month’s worth of data and calls for around $40. Bear in mind that connections in Yellowstone are generally poor.




Road Trip to the Parks

If you don’t mind the drive, you might find better deals flying into Salt Lake City (390 miles) or Denver (563 miles), and renting a car there.




Wi-Fi

Free wi-fi is available at most airports, though service is sometimes slow. At motels and hotels in major towns outside the park, wi-fi access is fairly reliable.



From Airports to Yellowstone Park Entrances
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WELCOME TO THE WILDERNESS

No matter which gateway you fly into, you’ll get a taste of rugged wilderness even before you exit the airport. Some places, like Jackson Hole, offer dramatic views of the mountains as you fly right into a valley flanked by tall peaks. Other airports have flickering fires in the lobby, grizzlies and other taxidermy on display, and big windows facing pristine backdrops. If you’re hiring a car, you might be offered bear spray with your rental – worth the extra cost, since you can simply return it when you drop off the car. If arriving overland, the mountains will be your welcome sign, particularly if you’re heading to the iconic peaks of the Grand Tetons.








Getting Around

A car is the only practical way of visiting these parks. There’s no transport of any kind inside the park and only minimal transportation in the gateway corridors.



TRAVEL COSTS

Car rental
From $50
per day

Fuel
Approx $4.70
per gallon

Park bus tour
$160

Bike rental
From $40
per day



Slow Driving

While drivers in this region tend to be lead-footed on the interstate, traffic in the park is exasperatingly slow, typified by lumbering RVs wheezing over the Continental Divide. At the slightest whiff of a bison or moose, traffic slams to a halt. For this reason, it pays to be extra attentive when driving.

Road Conditions

Harsh winter conditions create potholes that mar even recently repaved roads. Grand Teton National Park’s roads are generally in better condition than Yellowstone’s. Sometimes sections of road are closed between certain hours; make sure you check the parks’ newspapers or websites for current road conditions.

YELLOWSTONE UNDER SNOWFALL

In winter, you can see the park without the crowds – or the bears (they’ll be sleeping) – by taking either a snowmobile or a snow-coach tour. Snow-coaches are converted vans with huge tires or tank-like treads. Backcountry Adventures and Scenic Safaris are among the park-authorized companies offering daily tours, departing from either West Yellowstone or Mammoth. Yellowstone National Park Lodges also operates snow-coaches as well as providing skier shuttles.


Wildlife

Every year hundreds of wild animals meet their fate on the grill of a car. Keep an eye out for crossing animals and drive with particular care at dawn and dusk. Bison should be passed very carefully – they are not nearly as passive as cattle.




Fuel & Spare Parts

Gas prices inside the park are higher than elsewhere in Wyoming and Montana. Prices rise as you get closer to the park, peaking at Red Lodge and Cooke City. Service stations in Yellowstone National Park have fuel and can do basic repairs and oil changes.




Bicycle

Touring by bicycle is popular, although cycling through Yellowstone National Park presents its own challenges. It can be hazardous navigating narrow roads jammed with RVs – whose side mirrors and wide loads present a danger. Grand Teton generally has wider roads and even a bicycle path to Jenny Lake.




TIP

Slow down at night. Bison can be particularly hard to see. Unlike deer, their eyes don’t reflect light.
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DRIVING ESSENTIALS
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Road status updates: call 307-344-2117
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Speed it is 30mph on most city streets and 70mph or more on highways
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In gateway towns and park hubs like Old Faithful








Money

Currency: US dollar ($)
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Credit Cards

Most hotels, restaurants and shops accept credit cards. A handful of places (usually small mom-and-pop restaurants) accept cash only. A few places tack on an extra service charge to use credit cards, typically passing on to the customers whatever fee the credit card companies charge these businesses.

ATMs

You’ll find plenty of ATMs at gateway towns like Gardiner, West Yellowstone and Jackson. Within the park, Yellowstone has 24-hour ATMs at many hotels and general stores. In Grand Teton look for 24-hour ATMs at Dornan’s and Jackson Lake Lodge, and other ATMs at Colter Bay grocery store and Signal Mountain.

Tipping

Activities Around 15% is standard for horse-packing and rafting trips, as well as stays at dude ranches.

Restaurants Leaving 15% to 20% is standard at restaurants, cafes and bars for good service.

Hotels It’s polite to leave a few dollars (around $2 to $5 per night) for the housekeeping staff.


HOW MUCH FOR...

National park entry (seven days)
$35

Museum admission
$18–25

A quick lunch
$12–20

Full-day tour
$160



HOW TO… Save money

Traveling during the shoulder season (May and mid-September to mid-October) can save you a fair bit of cash on lodging prices, though keep in mind that some roads don’t open in May. You can also take advantage of happy hour deals (typically 4pm to 6pm) at bars outside the park, with discounts on drinks and snacks. Bring picnic supplies to save money (and time) while visiting the park.


ECONOMIC CHALLENGES

Whether overnighting at a park lodge or basing at an inn just outside the park, you might be surprised at the high prices – especially if you visit during the summer. For those who live and work in the surrounding communities, rising costs have brought hardship to many long-time residents of Wyoming and Montana. A recent influx of out-of-state property buyers (inspired by shows like Yellowstone to move to the area), plus short-term rentals like Airbnb, have pushed up rents and home prices. Unable to find affordable housing, some families have moved full time into campers and RVs.
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LOCAL TIP

It’s helpful to have a supply of cash (especially single dollars) so you’ll have tip money handy for the smaller things (like baristas and housekeeping staff).








Accommodations

Dude Ranches

Dude-ranch history dates back to the late 19th century when visiting family and friends from eastern cities offered money to the informal accommodations supplied as a sideline by the region’s ranches. These days, you can find anything from a working-ranch experience (5am wake-up calls included) to top-of-the-line resorts frequented by the rich and famous.

Park Lodges

If you aren’t camping, accommodations in Yellowstone and Grand Teton are limited to concession-run park lodges and cabins. Lodges are often grand reminders of a bygone era, but the rooms have usually been renovated and are generally quite comfortable. Not all rooms are equal, and there’s often a vast range of different room permutations available.

Park Cabins

Cabins are generally remnants from the 1950s, almost always jammed into a small area and resembling anything from an affluent suburb to military barracks. The cheaper cabins are simple (sometimes without bathrooms), but contain a modicum of rustic charm. The pricier cabins have modern interiors but are pretty charmless. As with lodging rooms, there are no TVs or radios in park accommodations, so unplugging is a certainty.

Staying Outside the Parks

Accommodations outside the parks offer much greater variety, from hostels to Victorian B&Bs and fly-fishing lodges. The good news is that you can score great discounts of up to 50% on lodging outside the parks in the shoulder-season months of April, May and October through to mid-December, with winter discounts of at least 30% from January to March, depending on the destination.


HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN...

Park lodging
$250–600

Hotel outside the park
$250

Campsite
$20–40
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Camping

In many ways, camping is the most enjoyable approach to a Yellowstone vacation. Toasting marshmallows over an open fire, stargazing in the mountain air and taking in an evening ranger talk are essential parts of the national park family-bonding experience. Campsites at all 12 campgrounds in Yellowstone must be booked online in advance (five are reserved through Yellowstone National Park Lodges, the other seven through recreation.gov).
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RESERVATIONS

It’s essential to reserve park accommodations at least six months in advance, preferably longer if you want a specific type of room. If you find yourself without a reservation, any of the parks’ accommodations can tell you exactly what’s available park-wide on the spot and can make bookings for up to two days ahead. If you are desperate, keep heading back to check, as cancellations open up a limited number of accommodations every day. Outside the parks, the more popular hotels fill up a month or two in advance of high summer (July and August).






Family Travel

If Yellowstone’s wonderland of gushing geysers, gurgling mud pots and baby bison turns adults into kids, imagine the impact on younger visitors. Sharing these moments will create priceless family memories, and for your kids, a journey to the parks may just kick-start a lifelong love of nature and the outdoors.


National Park Programs

Take advantage of Yellowstone’s ranger-led activities, many of which are aimed at families. Most campgrounds run family-oriented campfire programs with lectures in the early evenings and hikes to family-friendly destinations, including Storm Point and Mystic Falls. See the park newspapers for details. Grand Teton’s campfire program is based in Colter Bay, with campfire talks also at Gros Ventre Campground.

Hiking with Kids

You can make outings more fun (and avoid the moans and groans) by having a few simple strategies in mind before setting out. A cool destination, such as a lake or falls, offers extra incentive. Creating a scavenger-hunt list, made from features described in hike descriptions, can help keep kids’ attention. Outfitting kids with a mini backpack, a small hiking stick or camera helps them feel part of the expedition.


Keeping it Safe

Minimize risks by keeping a few essentials in mind, including cautioning kids about thermal areas before visiting them. Keep children within sight while on the trail, give them a whistle – and make sure they know what to do if they get lost.




Package Family Tours

The Yellowstone Forever Institute offers a range of excellent family programs. The most popular is a four-day Yellowstone for Families, where a qualified naturalist takes families (with children aged eight to 12) animal tracking, exploring, wildlife watching, and even painting and taking photos.




KID-FRIENDLY ADVENTURES

Grizzly & Wolf Discovery Center

Close encounters with bears, wolves and otters at a West Yellowstone rescue center.

Yellowstone Raft Company

Family-friendly class II and III rapids in Yankee Jim Canyon.

Fairy Falls Trail

A level hike with views over geothermal features and a waterfall at the end.

Pioneer Grill

Sip a huckleberry milkshake at this 1950s-style diner in Grand Teton.

Roosevelt Horseback Ride

Ride through sagebrush flats and meadows.
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JUNIOR RANGER PROGRAM

Kids can earn a very cool badge through the Junior Ranger Program, a renowned and worthwhile program in Yellowstone and Grand Teton. Tasks include completing an activity book with questions and games, attending a ranger talk and doing a hike. The program can be completed in two days and is aimed at five- to 12-year-olds, although adults can enjoy it too – and everyone is likely to gain a deeper understanding of the park. There’s even a special badge if you come in the winter. Get things started by expressing your interest to a ranger at any of the visitor center.






Health & Safe Travel

Yellowstone and Grand Teton are wild environments and so carry inherent risks. Dangers can come in the form of bears and bison, boiling thermal features and backcountry stream crossings, though for most visitors, distracted drivers are probably the number one concern.


Mosquitoes

Mosquitoes can be a major irritant from mid-June until around mid-August, so carry repellent. The most effective sprays contain DEET (the higher the percentage, the more effective). DEET is powerful stuff and should be kept away from plastics and your tent. Citronella is a kinder (to the skin at least) alternative.

Bear Jams

Rubbernecking at wildlife doesn’t just cause traffic jams – along with speeding, it’s also the main cause of more than 600 annual vehicular accidents in Yellowstone. If you absolutely must get that rutting elk snapshot, pull completely off the road. If there’s no room to park, just wait for a better opportunity.


SAFE CYCLING

Yellowstone is not an easy place to cycle. Roads are winding, shoulders are slim and traffic is often heavy.



WILDLIFE SIGNS
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Danger do not approach wildlife Square brown sign with bison or elk image on it
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Bison on road Yellow diamond-shaped with wording only
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Slow down for wildlife Yellow square with one bear or bear and bear cubs on it
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Warning bear frequenting area White sign with red words and outline of bear
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Caution wildlife on roadway Square yellow sign, black writing

BEING BEAR AWARE

When camping, use the bear boxes at developed campgrounds or lock food in your car. Never store food or eat in your tent. In the backcountry, campers must hang food and scented items such as garbage, toothpaste, soap and sunscreen at least 10ft above the ground, 4ft from tree trunks and 200ft from their tents.

Moose & Elk

Bison may look tame but these 2-ton creatures can sprint at 30mph and have actually harmed more visitors than bears have. Keep your distance! Moose usually flee intruding humans, but if a moose feels cornered or otherwise threatened, it may suddenly charge. Moose and elk cows with calves are especially dangerous, as they will aggressively defend their young.


GEOTHERMAL HAZARDS

You’ll see plenty of signs warning you to stay on existing boardwalks and maintain a safe distance from all geothermal features. Thin crusts of earth can break without warning, giving way to unseen boiling water. Even warm springs can be dangerous; temperatures often fluctuate, sometimes dramatically, so what is safe one day may not be safe the next.








Food, Drink & Nightlife

The Dining Scene

No one comes to Yellowstone or the Grand Tetons for the cuisine, but that doesn’t mean you can’t eat well here. Gateway towns like West Yellowstone, Gardiner and Cody have an abundance of restaurants, with Jackson top of the pack when it comes to variety and fine dining. Restaurants are also found throughout the park and offer a mix of retro-style diners, ice-cream counters and log-cabin eateries.

Local Specialties

Outside the tourist-driven eateries in the parks, local cuisine is a stick-to-your-ribs diet of biscuits and gravy, chicken-fried steaks, turkey loaf and mashed potatoes, plus oversized burgers and sizzling steaks. One local ‘delicacy’ that always gets foisted (with a grin) on tourists is Rocky Mountain oysters – deep-fried bison testicles, normally served in pairs.

Picnics & Campfire Food

Given the lovely locations and abundant picnic areas, picnicking is a popular option. A cooler is invaluable during the heat of summer, and ice is available at most park junctions. The majority of campers bring a dual-burner stove to speed along cookouts. At the end of the day, even the blandest can of beans tastes like heaven when cooked over an open fire.

Vegetarians & Vegans

If you plan on sticking to a strict vegetarian diet while traveling in Greater Yellowstone, you’ll have to get used to two things: baked potatoes and grudging looks from local ranchers. Mexican food is found in every gateway town (often in repurposed old-school buses), so rice, beans and tortillas are other reliable staples.


HOW MUCH FOR...

An upscale dinner for two
$120–200

Coffee drinks
$4–8

Ice cream
$4–8

Craft beer
$6–8
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Craft Beer

Wyoming is home to over 40 craft breweries, while Montana boasts more than 100 microbreweries, cider producers and distilleries. The love for a well-crafted local beer is widespread. Even tiny Cody has four different places that produce their own beers. Not surprisingly, you’ll find local craft beer on the menu just about everywhere, including in Yellowstone lodges, which proudly serve Old Faithful Ale (made by Grand Teton Brewing in Driggs, Idaho).




NIGHTLIFE

If you’re craving a bit of nightlife beyond listening to creatures of the night, you’ll find a few drinking spots in the park. The Old Faithful Inn has a cozy bar (the Bear Pit) open until midnight, while the Blue Heron in Grand Teton’s Jackson Lake Lodge makes a great evening spot for sunset drinks and snacks. Once you step outside of the parks, you’ll find a lot more options. There is plenty of local character (and characters) at the Western-themed bars – some with live music – in Cody, West Yellowstone and Jackson.








Accessible Travel

Yellowstone and Grand Teton both have accessible boardwalks and trails, plus accessible camping and lodging. All of the major sites in the park also have designated parking for visitors with disabilities.


Resources

At a park visitor center, you can ask for an Accessibility Guide to Yellowstone, which lists accessible sights and facilities. Grand Teton has a smaller brochure. The NPS app has the most up-to-date info. This covers accessible visitor centers, picnic areas, trails, historic sites and sights. Find it by clicking ‘Accessibility’ under the heading ‘Amenities.’ For specific questions call the park’s Accessibility Coordinator at 307-344-2314 in Yellowstone, and 307-739-3300 in Grand Teton.


Airport

The main airports in the area like Jackson Hole, Billings, Idaho Falls and Bozeman are all accessible to travelers. Most airlines use boarding bridges, but assistance is available if boarding from the ground is necessary.




Accommodations

You’ll find an array of accessible accommodations (roll-in showers, accessible parking) including cabins inside both national parks. All park campgrounds have at least one accessible site. It’s a mixed bag outside the park, though every town has some accessible hotel rooms.



WHEELCHAIR RENTAL

You can borrow manual wheelchairs from visitor centers at Old Faithful, Mammoth and Canyon. Wheel-chairs are also available to guests at most park lodging options apart from Roosevelt Lodge.

Accessible Trails

Apart from accessible boardwalks at places like Mammoth and Old Faithful, Yellowstone has several others, including the Fairy Falls Trail, Lone Geyser and Two Ribbons Trail. Accessible trails in Grand Teton include the 6-mile trail along String Lake.

Backcountry Camping

Yellowstone has several wheelchair-accessible backcountry campsites.


VISITORS WITH HEARING IMPAIRMENT

Visitors with hearing disabilities can get information at TTY 307-344-5395 (Yellowstone) and TTY 307-739-3301 (Grand Teton). The parks will provide sign-language interpreters for ranger-led programs if booked three weeks in advance – call 307-344-2251 or send an email via the official NPS site (nps.gov).
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ACCESSIBLE MUSEUMS

Gateway towns have some excellent museums, nearly all of which are accessible. These include the National Museum of Wildlife Art, Buffalo Bill Center of the West and the Museum of the Rockies, as well as the Grizzly & Wolf Discovery Center.


Access Pass
The America the Beautiful – the National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Access Pass gives free lifetime admission to US residents who have a permanent disability (proof is required). Passes are available at park entrance stations.








Responsible Travel

Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when traveling, and the importance of making changes where we can. Lonely Planet urges all travelers to engage with their travel carbon footprint. There are many carbon calculators online that allow travelers to estimate the carbon emissions generated by their journey. Many airlines and booking sites offer travelers the option of offsetting the impact of greenhouse gas emissions by contributing to climate-friendly initiatives around the world. We continue to offset the carbon footprint of all Lonely Planet staff travel, while recognizing this is a mitigation more than a solution.

Drink Wine from the Tap

Several bars in the park now offer wine on tap; a more sustainable way of packaging and transporting wine. Unfortunately, you can’t order it by the pint.

Bring Your Own Water Bottle

Yellowstone National Park Lodges no longer sells disposable plastic bottles of water (though Yellowstone General Stores do). Dozens of water stations have been set up around park infrastructure, so filling up is easy.
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During summer, the Yellowstone Tribal Heritage Center features a rotating lineup of artists from different tribes, who showcase their paintings, beadwork, nature photography and storytelling. There’s a different presenter each week.




Redesigned in 2017, the Canyon Lodge & Cabins in Yellowstone features recycled and repurposed materials; it was named a top destination for eco-conscious travelers in the New York Times.
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RENT AN ELECTRIC VEHICLE

There are charging stations at Mammoth, Canyon, Old Faithful Lodge, Lake Hotel and the Yellowstone Forever store in Gardiner, so you are never far from a charge.


RECYCLE BEAR SPRAY & GAS CANISTERS

Take your bear spray to any backcountry office or to Bozeman airport. You can drop your gas cans at any park campground. Some places also rent bear spray and offer easy returns.

Pack Your Own Market Bag

Pack and carry your own reusable bag for picnic fare, souvenirs and other items you purchase both within the park and at nearby gateway towns.

Eat Local

Almost 60% of the park menus are now sourced from local or organic sources, from Montanan goat cheese to locally distilled Wyoming spirits. Look for the green leaf on park menus.

Reusable Cutlery

You can lessen your carbon footprint by using your own cutlery for takeout meals. Just be sure to let restaurant service staff know before packing to-go containers.

Fish for Invasive Species

Invasive lake trout pose a dire threat to the native cutthroat trout population. Do your part by fishing for lake trout – they also make a tasty meal.

Wind Power

Renewable sources (largely wind power) generate around 24% of Wyoming’s electricity, which places it in 15th place among America’s 50 states. Unfortunately, the state ranks dead last when it comes to the highest CO₂ emissions per capita.


The Mammoth Hotel Dining Room is seriously committed to sustainability and has the highest rating by the Green Restaurant Association.




Make a low-impact journey by booking a scenic excursion on the Snake River with National Park Float Trips.




Support Local Artists

When shopping for gifts, seek out works by local artists and craft makers. Visitor centers in both national parks are often good places to find unique works, including pieces by Indigenous artists.




RESOURCES

yellowstone.org Yellowstone Forever is the official nonprofit of the park; it also offers field seminars and private tours.
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grandtetonassociation.org Nonprofit that channels 100% of store profits back into the national park.
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lnt.org Eco-focused Leave No Trace has useful insight into no-impact travel.
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Trail Safety

Whenever you head off on a hike, you need to be prepared. Always allow plenty of time to accomplish a walk before dark, particularly in spring and fall when daylight hours are shorter. Study the route carefully before setting out, noting possible alternate routes and the point of no return (where it’s quicker to continue than to turn back). It’s also wise not to walk alone.
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Pre-Departure Planning

Before setting off, make sure you have a relevant map, compass and whistle, and that you know the weather forecast for the area for the next 24 hours. Make sure you’re carrying more than enough water for your journey. Pack bear spray, know how to use it and make sure it’s within easy reach (a hip holster is best). Always leave details of your intended route, the number of people in your group and the expected return time with someone responsible before you set off; later, announce your return.


Crossing Streams

Drowning is the leading cause of death in Yellowstone’s backcountry. In spring and early summer, streams turn into raging rivers and block many trails until July, so always check at a backcountry office. Sudden downpours can also quickly turn a gentle stream into a raging torrent. If you’re in any doubt, look for a safer passage upstream or wait.




Rockfall

Even a small falling rock could shatter your hand or crack your skull, so always be alert to the danger of rockfall. Don’t dally below cliffs or on trails fringed by large fields of raw talus. If you accidentally let a rock loose, loudly warn other hikers below. Mountain goats and bighorn sheep also sometimes dislodge rocks.



LIGHTNING

Getting struck by lightning during a summer-afternoon storm is a real possibility, especially if climbing a summit or ridgeline. Undertake long hikes early, and avoid exposed ridges, open areas and lone trees. Move away from bodies of water or beaches. If camping, crouch on a sleeping pad with your arms around your knees.

Rescue & Evacuation

Search-and-rescue operations are expensive and often require emergency personnel to risk their own welfare. Self-evacuation should be your first consideration. For serious accidents or illnesses, seek help, but don’t leave the injured party alone. If that’s impossible, leave sufficient warm clothing, food and water, as well as a whistle and flashlight. Mark the position with something conspicuous.


Bears & Hiking

When hiking in grizzly country, stay alert and make plenty of noise. Never hike before dawn or after dusk. If you encounter a bear at close range, don’t run. Instead, back away slowly. If it charges, deploy your bear spray.








Nuts & Bolts

TOILETS

Park junctions, visitor centers, accommodations and most campgrounds have modern flush toilets. Most trailheads, picnic areas and cheaper park-service campgrounds have vault toilets. Some backcountry sites have vault toilets.


TAP WATER

Tap water is safe to drink, but water from streams needs to be filtered and disinfected.



Weights & Measures

The US uses the imperial system (miles, yards, pounds, pints and quarts).

Smoking

Smoking is not allowed in public areas, bars, restaurants, park buildings or thermal areas. Be careful extinguishing cigarettes in the backcountry; tossed cigarettes have started fires.




GOOD TO KNOW

Time zone
Mountain (GMT-7)

Country code
1

Emergency number
911

Wyoming population
579,000



Electricity
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PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

There are 10 public holidays in the USA. Banks, schools and post offices are closed, and transportation, museums and other services may operate on a Sunday schedule or close altogether.


New Year’s Day January 1

Martin Luther King Jr Day Third Monday in January

Presidents’ Day Third Monday in February

Memorial Day Last Monday in May

Independence Day July 4

Labor Day First Monday in September

Indigenous Peoples’ Day Second Monday in October

Veterans’ Day November 11

Thanksgiving Fourth Thursday in November

Christmas Day December 25








STORYBOOK

Regis St Louis delves deep into what makes Yellowstone National Park such a special place to visit




Meet the Ranger

Diverse landscapes, wildfires and uninvited dinner guests: it’s all part of the Yellowstone experience for ranger Rich Jehle.

The Yellowstone Supervolcano

Yellowstone has seen momentous change over time, from a primordial landscape to epicenter of geothermal energy.

Yellowstone & the Birth of a National Park

Explorations through Yellowstone inspired one of America’s most groundbreaking ideas: creating a national park.

The Wolves of Yellowstone

The wolf has made a remarkable comeback which has benefited other animal and plant life in astonishing ways.
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MEET THE
RANGER

Diverse landscapes, wildfires and uninvited dinner guests: it’s all part of the Yellowstone experience for Rich Jehle (pictured), a ranger with the national park for more than 35 years. As told to Regis St Louis.
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What makes Yellowstone so different from other national parks?

All this spectacular stuff is just crammed into a relatively small area. There are many parts of this park that if nothing else existed they would be worthy of being their own national park: the geyser basins, the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone, and the northern range – called the Serengeti of North America for its huge concentrations of wildlife.

What do you love most about working in Yellowstone?

The goal of the National Park Service is a very noble endeavor. We’re trying to help preserve Yellowstone in as much of a natural condition as we can, so we can pass that on to future generations. Just that in and of itself gives meaning to the work for me. It inspires me to think that I’m doing behind-the-scenes work that’s contributing to a much bigger cause.

Apart from that, work here is never dull. There are events that require your immediate attention: from fires to wind storms to changing geyser patterns. After the big flood in 2022 washed out roads, the entire park, in an incredible team effort, responded and very quickly did some amazing work to allow visitors to get access to Yellowstone.

I understand you were here during the devastating fires of ’88. Did you ever think Yellowstone would recover?

This was probably the biggest fire event that Yellowstone had in 200 years. I thought to myself, ‘The landscape is destroyed. It’s never going to look the same again.’ And yet, fire is a part of the ecosystem here. Just like wind, rain and running water, fire has shaped the landscape for tens of thousands of years. Now I can go back to some of those same badly burned spots and see new growth — trees that are 35ft or 40ft tall.

I MET MY WIFE HERE. WE EVEN GOT MARRIED IN THE HISTORIC CHAPEL THAT IS PART OF FORT YELLOWSTONE. WE’VE RAISED A FAMILY HERE – WE HAVE TWO DAUGHTERS – I’VE BEEN INCREDIBLY LUCKY

Do you have any memorable wildlife encounters?

Some years ago I lived in a small one-story staffing complex across from the Madison Campground. One night in late October, I was cooking dinner in my apartment when I heard a knock out front. I went over and opened the door, and it took me a second to realize what I was looking at. But when I came to my senses there was a bear, a black bear, standing up, leaning against the glass screen door. Literally I was no more than 6in from his face. It was so surprising that the image didn’t quite register. It took me a few seconds for me to realize, ‘Wow, I should probably shut the door.’ So I shut the door. Later we set a trap that was baited with elk meat, but that bear was too smart, and we never caught it.

Do you have any favorite places?

I have lots of favorite spots. One of the things I used to love doing was going to the geyser basins at night. When there are no crowds and the moon is out, that’s an eerie, otherworldly experience.


How has Yellowstone affected your life?

Yellowstone has been a huge part of my life. In the summer after college, I came up here and worked a seasonal job in a general store in Grant Village. Pretty quickly this place got its hooks in me and filled a lot of things I was looking for in my life: spectacular outdoor landscapes with endless opportunities to enjoy this environment. One thing led to another, and I just stayed. On a personal level, I met my wife here. We even got married in the historic chapel that is part of Fort Yellowstone.

We’ve raised a family here – we have two daughters, one of whom is out of college and has also worked for the National Park Service here in Yellowstone. I’ve been incredibly lucky in that I’ve been able to live and work in a place as spectacular as Yellowstone, which is a very inspiring place to be.





THE YELLOWSTONE
SUPERVOLCANO

Yellowstone has seen momentous change over the eons, from a flat primordial landscape to a mountainous epicenter of geothermal energy nestled atop one of the foremost hot spots. By Regis St Louis
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IT’S HARD TO IMAGINE a time when the soaring mountains of Northwest Wyoming did not exist. But some 570 million years ago, present-day Yellowstone was nothing more than a stark, featureless plain, sitting at an elevation at or even below sea level. Over the next several hundred million years, shallow seas covered the area and stretched from present-day Canada all the way down to Mexico. These great bodies of water teemed with early forms of life, including trilobites (a type of marine arthropod), some of which are now preserved as fossils in the region’s Cambrian rock deposits.

Sometime around 75 million years ago, the days of flat horizons came to an end. Forces deep within the earth began uplifting and contorting the ground, deforming sedimentary rock on the surface and pushing up and exposing deeper Precambrian rocks – some of which first formed around 2.7 billion years ago (these astonishingly old rocks can still be seen in the steep walls of Lamar Canyon).

The Volcanic Past

Fire played a prominent role in reshaping this corner of the continent as large volcanoes around Yellowstone erupted some 50 million years ago. Huge explosions of volcanic rock covered large swaths of the landscape, with solidified magma making up a key part of the present-day Absaroka Range. Vast flows of lava and ash swept across the landscape, burying trees, some of which became petrified wood (as is visible in the stumps hidden along the Fossil Forest Trail in the Lamar Valley). Mt Washburn and Eagle Peak – Yellowstone’s highest summit at 11,372ft – are remnants of this early Absaroka volcano. Elsewhere, the steady flow of lava created extraordinary formations, like the basalt columns and volcanic breccia in Tower Fall.

More dramatic movements occurred 10 million years ago, with tensional forces pushing up great mountain blocks along faults while causing other areas to drop, creating the steep and jagged east face of the Tetons.

All of these events were mere preludes to the dynamic changes that transpired around two million years ago. That’s when molten rock surging from deep within the earth produced the first of three gargantuan volcanic eruptions – in fact, one of the largest eruptions known to science. It covered over 5000 sq miles with ash and was an estimated 6000 times more powerful than the 1980 eruption of Mt St Helens in Washington. Another great eruption occurred around 1.3 million years ago.

This was followed by a third around 631,000 years ago that created the 1000-sq-mile Yellowstone caldera at the center of the park. The explosion spat out magma and clouds of 1800°F (982°C) liquid ash at supersonic speeds, vaporizing all in its path and suffocating the land in blisteringly hot ash flows. Billowing ash traveled thousands of square miles in minutes, landing as far away as the Gulf of Mexico. The crater roof and floor then imploded and dropped thousands of feet, creating a smoldering volcanic pit 45 miles long and 30 miles wide. Ash circling the globe caused a volcanic winter by reducing the amount of solar heat reaching the earth.


Visitors sometimes wonder why Yellowstone lacks the dramatic peaks found in places like the nearby Grand Tetons. The reason is simply that the mountains were either blown away by the explosion or they sank into the caldera.

Since this last massive eruption, at least 80 smaller eruptions have occurred, including one some 174,000 years ago that created West Thumb in Yellowstone Lake. Ensuing lava flows have filled in and forests have reclaimed the area, making it difficult to see the entirety of the Rhode Island–sized caldera. However, parts of the park still bear the scars of this great eruption. The steep southern slopes of the Washburn Range stand just beyond the northern end of the caldera and remain tall because they were not involved in the collapse. Some of the caldera’s outline can, in fact, be seen from the summit of Mt Washburn.

Yellowstone’s Hot Spot

The many eruptions did not exhaust Yellowstone’s fuel source. Yellowstone sits atop two enormous magma chambers – one that lies 3 to 10 miles below the surface, and below it an even larger reservoir – big enough to fill the Grand Canyon 11 times with molten rock. This great underground furnace fuels Yellowstone’s geothermal features – all 10,000 of them, which is more than all other geothermal areas on the planet combined.

Heat is only one part of the equation. Essential to Yellowstone’s thermal features is the addition of water, falling onto the park as rain or, more commonly, snow. This surface water may seep as deep as 2 miles over long periods of time before it drains through the side channels of geysers, hot springs and underground aquifers. This means that the burst from a geyser may have fallen as snow or rain up to 500 years ago.

With Yellowstone’s geothermal activity constantly in flux, what seem like permanent features are mere blips on the geologic timescale. Geysers suddenly erupt, or dry up; hot springs gradually appear, or explode so violently that they destroy themselves.

Scientists are still making sense of the complicated plumbing beneath the supervolcano. In 2022 new research using a decade worth of seismic data was published which showed that there was far more liquid magma than previously thought found in the upper reservoir. The more liquid the molten rock, the more likely an eruption is imminent. However, an explosion isn’t likely to happen in the near future given the current composition of roughly 20% liquid material. Around 35% to 50% is the threshold for eruptions.

Yellowstone is rising or falling as much as an inch a year, moving 65ft with each slow-motion ‘breath,’ particularly at Mallard Lake Dome just east of Old Faithful, and Sour Creek Dome, east of the Hayden Valley. These movements in the earth’s crust are probably due to the withdrawal of molten rock from twin magma chambers on the rim of the Yellowstone caldera.

No one knows for sure what will happen if (or when) Yellowstone’s slumbering giant awakens. The last major Yellowstone eruption dwarfed every other volcanic eruption on the earth’s surface for the past several million years, and such an explosion remains beyond human experience. But don’t bet on Armageddon just yet. According to the US Geological Survey (USGS), a supereruption is not imminent. If there is an explosive event, it is likely to be hydrothermal, involving a rock-hurling geyser eruption or lava flow.

More pressing are the threats facing Yellowstone from climate change. The park anticipates the years ahead will bring more severe weather – like the heavy rains and flooding that wiped out a major park entrance road in 2022. With rising temperatures, officials also expect more frequent and destructive wildfires, along with droughts that can impact the park’s geothermal features; recent studies found that Old Faithful stopped erupting for several decades owing to a mega-drought in the 13th century. Yellowstone’s southern neighbor, Grand Teton, also faces grave threats from climate change, including longer fire seasons and the disappearance of its glaciers.





YELLOWSTONE
& THE BIRTH OF A NATIONAL PARK

Nineteenth-century explorations through the bizarre lands known as Yellowstone ultimately inspired one of America’s most groundbreaking ideas: creating a national park for all to enjoy. By Regis St Louis
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NATIVE AMERICANS TRAVELED through the Yellowstone region for more than 10,000 years. Ancestors of the present-day Shoshone, Blackfeet, Kiowa, Coeur d’Alene, Tukudika and other tribes hunted buffalo and bighorn sheep here, mined obsidian, fished, gathered plants and traded seasonally with other groups. The region remained unknown to outsiders, however, until the late 1700s when French fur trappers encountered the Crow and Sioux while exploring the upper Missouri River tributaries in search of beaver.

Early Explorations & Tall Tales

The Lewis and Clark expedition, led by Shoshone guide and interpreter Sacagawea in the Montana and Idaho region, passed close by the Yellowstone region. When William Clark camped near present-day Livingston in 1806, he was just 60 miles north of the steaming travertine terraces of Mammoth Hot Springs. The famous explorers, however, would never lay eyes on the great geysers and bubbling mud pools.


John Colter, one of their recruits, however, did eventually find his way south, becoming the first person of European descent to explore the lands of Yellowstone and Grand Teton. In October of 1807, he set off from Fort Raymond and traveled some 500 miles to establish trade with the Crow Nation. Along the way, he crossed the Continental Divide, skirted the edge of a vast lake (likely Jackson Lake) and stumbled upon a bizarre world of bursting geysers and sulfurous mud pots. His discoveries were all the more extraordinary given that he traveled solo in the dead of winter. When he returned to Fort Raymond, few believed his wild descriptions of the strange places he’d seen. For years after, fur traders referred derisively to the region he traversed as ‘Colter’s Hell.’

A few decades later, a fur trapper by the name of Jim Bridger found his way into the Upper Yellowstone. Bridger had long been known as an inveterate teller of tall tales, and his descriptions of Yellowstone sounded like pure fantasy, although there was more than a kernel of truth buried in his fables. Bridger’s most famous yarns told of Yellowstone’s petrified trees (though he couldn’t resist upping the ante to ‘peetrified birds sitting on a peetrified tree singing peetrified songs’); a ‘mountain of glass’ that acted as a giant telescope (fiction, but based on the volcanic glass of Obsidian Cliff); a river that flowed so fast that friction made it hot on the bottom (actually thermal runoff on the Firehole River); and a spot on Yellowstone Lake where you could throw out a line and reel in a cooked fish (fact, a technique proved by early tourists at Fishing Cone, with the help of an underwater geyser).

He also told of a place where fish could cross the Rocky Mountains (actually Two Ocean Plateau, just south of the park), with a stream atop the Continental Divide branching into two, one leading to the Atlantic, the other to the Pacific. (Lake Isa does the same thing between Old Faithful and Yellowstone Lake, but has no fish).

Official Expeditions

The collapse of the fur trade in the 1840s brought an end to the wanderings of trappers and their colorful tales of mud-spouting mountains. Yellowstone would remain free of white visitors for the next three decades. Meanwhile, Native American tribes like Tukudika (or Sheepeaters), Crow/Absaroka, Shoshone, Bannock, Blackfeet and Gros Ventre continued to hunt, trade and travel seasonally through the region as they had for generations.

RUMORS OF GOLD FOUND NEAR BANNACK AND VIRGINIA CITY SHATTERED THE QUIET, AS THOUSANDS OF FORTUNE-SEEKING PROSPECTORS FLOODED WEST

Rumors of gold found in the streams near Bannack and Virginia City shattered the quiet, as thousands of fortune-seeking prospectors flooded west in the early 1860s. Boomtowns sprouted like weeds, and the newly christened territory of Montana was carved out of the existing Idaho Territory by President Abraham Lincoln in 1864. As development continued, interest once again turned to the unexplored territory surrounding the valley of the upper Yellowstone River.

In the fall of 1869, the private three-member Folsom-Cook-Peterson expedition headed south from Bozeman, Montana, for a month to explore the divide between the Gallatin and Yellowstone Rivers. They made it past the Grand Canyon and Yellowstone Lake as far south as Shoshone Lake and returned in fine fettle to write a popular magazine article that refueled interest in exploration among the eastern establishment. Upon witnessing a 150ft eruption of Great Fountain Geyser in the Firehole Lake region, the team wrote: ‘We could not contain our enthusiasm; with one accord we all took off our hats and yelled with all our might!’

With considerable foresight, Cook wrote, ‘We knew that as soon as the wonderful character of the country was generally known outside there would be plenty of people hurrying in to get possession, unless something was done.’


Folsom, Cook and Peterson gained enough notoriety to be invited along for the landmark 1870 Washburn-Langford-Doane expedition, bankrolled primarily by the Northern Pacific Railroad, which was seeking a route across the Montana Territory and publicity to attract investors and tourists. The 19-person party, led by former Montana tax collector Nathaniel Langford and Montana Surveyor-General Henry Washburn, was given an escort by Lt Gustavus Doane from Fort Ellis (near present-day Bozeman).

They successfully traced the route of the 1869 expedition, named many thermal features (including Old Faithful) and returned to the East Coast 40 days later. They received a hero’s welcome from the national media, which finally began to take seriously their reports of a landscape ‘so grand as to strain conception and stagger belief.’ One of Langford’s lectures about Yellowstone caught the attention of Dr Ferdinand Hayden, director of the newly formed US Geological Survey. Hayden soon persuaded Congress, with substantial lobbying muscle from Northern Pacific supporters, to appropriate $40,000 for the first federally funded scientific expedition to the Greater Yellowstone region.

In 1871 the 34-person Hayden expedition set out from Fort Ellis with a full cavalry escort. Hayden’s scientific work was fairly pedestrian, but two members of his party, landscape painter Thomas Moran and photographer William Henry Jackson, produced works of art that offered proof of the region’s amazing sights and ultimately led to serious discussion of designating Yellowstone a national park.
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Big Challenges for the New Park

In 1872 President Ulysses Grant signed the landmark Yellowstone National Park Act, setting aside ‘the tract of land in the Territories of Montana and Wyoming, lying near the headwaters of the Yellowstone River,’ and ‘all timber, mineral deposits, natural curiosities, or wonders…in their natural condition.’

With the creation of the national park, Native American tribes were banished from the land. The last of the Tukudika, the region’s only permanent inhabitants, were driven off the new park territory into the Wind River Reservation in the early 1870s and came under the control of the Shoshone chief Washakie.

Grant’s proclamation put a box on the map around what was thought to be the extent of the region’s thermal areas but neglected to appropriate any management funds. The park’s first superintendent, one Nathaniel Langford (he of the 1870 expedition), was unpaid and only visited the park twice in his five-year tenure.

A decade of rampant squatting, wildlife poaching, wanton vandalism of thermal features and general lawlessness in Yellowstone National Park preceded an 1882 visit by Civil War hero General Philip Sheridan. Sheridan persuaded Congress to appropriate $9000 to hire 10 protective assistants to aid the park’s staff-less superintendent. But park regulations still didn’t allow for any substantial punishments beyond expelling trespassers. The jurisdiction of Wyoming territorial law was extended into the park in 1884, but poaching remained rampant.


With no funding from Washington to run a civilian administration, the secretary of the interior had little choice but to call in the US cavalry from nearby Fort Custer to provide protection. The army patrolled the park from 1886 until the handover to the newly created National Park Service and first park superintendent Horace Albright in 1918. Construction of Fort Yellowstone (present-day park headquarters) began in 1891. By the early 1900s, mounted troops were stationed year-round throughout the backcountry. Fighting fires, building roads, protecting desirable wildlife (bison and elk) from poaching and predators, entertaining visitors and preserving the park’s natural features were the soldiers’ primary duties. Predator control, such as poisoning coyotes, was common, but under the army’s rule, Yellowstone’s environmental status quo was largely maintained.
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Visitors Come to Wonderland

The Northern Pacific Railroad arrived in Livingston in 1883, the same year Congress allocated funds to begin construction of the Grand Loop Rd in Yellowstone National Park. Park tourism and the railways were intimate bedfellows and it was the railways that ushered in the era of modern mass tourism in Greater Yellowstone.

Early visitors to Wonderland (the park’s early nickname) rode the rails to West Yellowstone, Livingston and later Cinnabar, Cody or Gallatin Gateway and then transferred to stagecoaches for a six-day park tour that still mirrors today’s overnight stops. The ‘dudes’ (tourists) would brave dust clouds and holdups to stay in classy hotels attended by ‘savages’ (concession employees) and beanery girls, entertained at night by string quartets, while generally behaving badly during the day – throwing handkerchiefs into geysers, bathing in hot springs and (later) feeding the bears.

The railroad’s grand plans to monopolize public access to the park even went as far as a plan to extend rail tracks through the park itself, though Congress squelched this idea. Ultimately, it was the arrival of the automobile that would scuttle the railroad’s bid for domination of concession and transportation interests. Whereas over 80% of Yellowstone’s 52,000 visitors in 1915 arrived via railroad, by 1940 nearly all of Yellowstone’s half-million visitors entered the park in private automobiles.

In 1905 completion of the skeleton of what is known today as the Grand Loop Rd by the US Army Corps of Engineers established the blueprint of the standardized Yellowstone tourist experience. Constant clashes between cars and stagecoaches over right-of-way on the narrow one-way roads led to the banishment of horse-drawn wagons in 1916.

Establishment of Grand Teton National Park in 1929 opened up Greater Yellowstone’s south flank to public visitation. East Coast philanthropist John D Rockefeller’s 200,000-acre land grant in 1949 added the final pieces of Grand Teton National Park and marked the tipping point in Greater Yellowstone’s transition from a resource-based region to a tourist-driven economy.





THE WOLVES OF
YELLOWSTONE

Once North America’s most reviled predator, the wolf has made a remarkable comeback thanks to a program launched in 1995. Its return from virtual extinction in the park has benefited other animal and plant life in often astonishing ways. By Regis St Louis


IN THE COLD winter air, international news crews and school children from Gardiner, Montana, watched from the side of the road as the truck rumbled through the Roosevelt Arch, the northern gateway into Yellowstone National Park. It was January 1995, and inside the horse trailers were eight gray wolves captured in the wilderness near Alberta, Canada. The young students were among the first to witness one of the biggest moments in the history of US conservation: restoring a species to a national park.

When the Hayden expedition passed through Yellowstone in 1871, wolf packs freely roamed the valleys. After the national park was established the following year, things would take a dramatic turn for the worse for the established wolf populations. Neither wolves nor any other species in the park were legally protected. That policy changed in the 1880s when park managers noticed a marked decline in wildlife and banned hunting in the park. Wolves and other predators, however, were marked for eradication and park employees slaughtered at least 136 wolves in the early part of the 20th century. In 1926 the last wolf pack in Yellowstone was killed.

Outside the park, the situation for wolves was equally dire. Once a flourishing species in the West, wolves were viewed as a menace to early homesteaders and ranchers, who hunted, trapped and poisoned the predators in attempts to all out eliminate them. By 1960 nearly all wolves had been killed in the lower 48 states – only a few hundred survived in the dense forests of Upper Michigan and Minnesota. They were the only species in the US that was intentionally driven to the brink of extinction.

The Green Fire

Aldo Leopold and his hunting companions fired at the wolf, their bullets mortally wounding the animal as they emptied their rifles. As Leopold later wrote, ‘We reached the old wolf in time to watch a fierce green fire dying in her eyes… I was young then, and full of trigger-itch; I thought that because fewer wolves meant more deer, that no wolves would mean hunters’ paradise. But after seeing the green fire die, I sensed that neither the wolf nor the mountain agreed with such a view.’ It was around 1909 when he killed the wolf, and the event was an early spark that would later inspire one of America’s most important figures in wildlife conservation.

Like most others who worked in the US Forest Service in the early 20th century, Leopold called for the eradication of all ‘varmints’ like wolves as they reduced the number of deer and other game species. After years of observation in the wild, he began to realize the problematic nature of this notion. While working in the Gila Mountains in New Mexico and in Arizona’s North Kaibab Plateau, he noticed that removal of predators had led to exponential growth in deer populations. This led to overbrowsing and the eventual starvation of large numbers of deer. He began to see the detrimental effects of removing the wolf from the picture, and that predators play a key role in maintaining the balance of a healthy ecosystem. Just prior to his death in 1948, Leopold completed A Sand County Almanac, a collection of essays that touch on natural history, philosophy and the principle of ‘land ethic’ – the relationship people have to the lands they inhabit.

Leopold’s vision shared some commonalities with traditional Native American beliefs: the land is sacred and humans are just one part of nature; all parts of the ecosystem are interconnected and dependent on one another for survival.

Though beautifully written, the book received scant attention until the environmental awakening of the 1960s and ‘70s. This was a time of changing attitudes toward nature thanks to the rediscovery of writers like Leopold as well as Rachel Carson, whose seminal work Silent Spring helped ignite the environmental movement. A public outraged by abuses committed by chemical companies pressured Washington. This ultimately led to the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency in 1970. A few years later, the Endangered Species Act was passed. The landmark 1973 law not only gave full protection to the gray wolf, but it also required the federal government to restore endangered species that have been eliminated if at all possible.
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Gray Wolf, Mammoth Hot Springs | John Morrison/getty images ©


Return of the Wolf

During the 1970s and ‘80s, conservationists and scientists set about studying the feasibility of reintroducing wolves in the Northern Rockies. Researching the topic were various biologists, including Douglas Houston whose important 1982 book The Northern Yellowstone Elk described Yellowstone as the ideal place for the return of wolves, describing their extermination as ‘the single greatest departure from the objective of maintaining natural ecosystems.’ Meanwhile, in 1987, the US Fish & Wildlife Service produced a Recovery Plan to restore wolves to Idaho, Montana and Wyoming. Bipartisan approval from Congress made the idea a reality when the Northern Rocky Mountain Gray Wolf Restoration Act was passed in 1990.

In 1994 Douglas Smith, one of the world’s foremost experts on wolves, was hired by Yellowstone as the project biologist for the reintroduction of wolves. The following year, 14 gray wolves were captured in Canada and transported to Yellowstone (the first eight of whom were witnessed by local students and the news media as they were trucked into the park). There the wolves were tagged with radio collars and temporarily placed in specially built pens to acclimate to their new life in the park. Wolves roam extensively and have a deep-rooted homing instinct, so park managers hoped the extra time would curb their desire to simply head home. They also surreptitiously planted the carcasses of elk, bison, deer or moose (using animals that had died in and around the park), which would give the wolves a taste of their new environment. Human contact was kept to a minimum.

At the end of March, after 10 weeks in the pens, the wolves were released into the park. In order to survive and thrive, the wolves had to accomplish three things: form packs, hunt and kill enough animals for food, and raise pups. The wolves wasted little time in forming packs, with animals sorting themselves into the Rose Creek, Soda Butte and Crystal Creek packs – each named after the areas they first inhabited. They also succeeded in hunting (mostly elk calves). One pair from the Rose Creek pack successfully bred, producing eight pups the first year.

The following year, 17 more wolves were introduced to the park. Together they created another four packs, including the Leopold pack – named after the famous 20th-century conservationist. The year was auspicious, with 14 surviving pups born later that spring. Although initial plans called for five years of annual releases of wolves into Yellowstone, park managers decided the great success of the first two seasons (as well as reduced funding) eliminated the need for further reintroductions.
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Wolf pack, Wapiti Lake | MICHELLE HOLIHAN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


Trophic Cascade

Nearly 30 years after the first new wolf pack formed in Yellowstone, biologists have noted some surprising benefits to the park. The reappearance of wolves has in fact led to a trophic cascade – dramatic changes brought to other living organisms in the food chain from the addition of a top predator. It ultimately led to a greater sense of equilibrium in entire ecosystems.

The elk population stabilized, which led to the decrease of overbrowsing on young willow, aspen and cottonwood plants. With elk on the move in the winter, these plants could finally flourish on the riverbanks. Healthy willows, in turn, benefitted the songbird population by providing them with a robust habitat. The willows also nourished the beaver population, which relied on willows to survive in the winter. Beaver colonies grew in size, and this had cascading benefits to other wildlife, as the dams provide habitats for fish, waterfowl, amphibians and insects.

Wolves preyed on coyotes, which benefited mice, rabbits and other rodents. As the numbers of these species increased, Yellowstone saw increasing numbers of hawks, foxes, badgers and weasels as all of these creatures fed on the rodents. Wolf kills benefited other scavengers that came to feed on the carcass, including bears, bald eagles and ravens. Scientists have been astonished at the numerous ways that wolf kills have positively impacted other species. Though by no means a magic formula, wolves have helped bring Yellowstone closer to the natural state before the first trappers arrived on the scene. The Yellowstone program has also become a model for predator reintroduction worldwide.
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Elk | Cody Linde/Shutterstock ©

Continuing Challenges

Around 120 wolves currently live within the boundaries of the national park, with another 1100 living in Montana. The population size continually fluctuates, but in recent years, it’s been on a downward trend owing to hunting. In 2011 wolves were removed from the Endangered Species Act, and the killing of wolves was once again allowed outside of the national park. Every year, the state sets new quotas, which aren’t always in line with maintaining a sustainable population. The quota of 450 wolves set for 2022 led to the death of 25 wolves from Yellowstone – around 20% of the park’s estimated population. After an outcry from scientists and park managers, the Montana Fish & Game Commission voted to lower the quota to 289 wolves, and maintain a six-wolf quota for the Yellowstone population that ventured out of the park. Critics of state plans decry the fact that politicians, rather than wildlife biologists, are deciding on animal management issues.
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‘Yellowstone has always had a mythic status in my life. With its extraordinary combination of geothermal features and abundant wildlife, it is like no other place on earth’
– REGIS ST LOUIS

[image: jpg]

LUCKY-PHOTOGRAPHER/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

‘Awe-inspiring in their grandeur, the Tetons have captivated the imagination from the moment humans laid eyes on them.’
– REGIS ST LOUIS


THIS BOOK

Destination Editor

Sarah Stocking

Commissioning Editor

Lauren Keith

Production Editor

Graham O’Neill

Book Designer

Catalina Aragon

Cartographer

Hunor Csutoros

Assisting Editors

Janet Austin, Sasha Drew, Gabrielle Innes, Kate James

Cover Researcher

Norma Brewer

Thanks Ronan Abayawickrema, Sofie Andersen, Karen Henderson, Katerina Pavkova



Published by Lonely Planet Global Limited

CRN 554153

7th edition – Apr 2024

ISBN 978 1 83758 550 2

© Lonely Planet 2024 Photographs © as indicated 2024

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be copied, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic, mechanical, recording or otherwise, except brief extracts for the purpose of review, and no part of this publication may be sold or hired, without the written permission of the publisher. Lonely Planet and the Lonely Planet logo are trademarks of Lonely Planet and are registered in the US Patent and Trademark Office and in other countries. Lonely Planet does not allow its name or logo to be appropriated by commercial establishments, such as retailers, restaurants or hotels. Please let us know of any misuses: lonelyplanet.com/legal/intellectual-property.

Mapping data sources:

© Lonely Planet

© OpenStreetMap http://openstreetmap.org/copyright






[image: Cross Promo]




[image: button]


[image: button]


[image: button]


[image: button]


[image: button]







EPUB/images/map84-1.jpg
Mammoth
Terraces

Walk the boardwalk
paths that wind past
sputtering fumaroles

and marble-esque
terracessculpted by
thermal activiy,then
hikeatralintothe
backcountry.

®

CAR BUS

The only practical way of getting  The only time whenyouwon't
aroundin the parkis by car. Beat  necessarily needa caris during
theworstof the trafficbysetting  the winter. Yellowstone National
outearly or doing your exploring  Park Lodges run a daily shuttle
inthe late afternoon when the between Bozeman airport and

) roads are less busy. Mammoth Hot Springs. From
\ there, you canalso booka snow
Nl S __coachto OldFaithful.
i
Mammoth = ]
Terraces \

Fort
% © Yellowstone.
°

Lamar Valley
Make atleast one sunrise trip out
alongthe road skiting the Lamar
Riverfora chance tosee wolves and
toads of other wildife.

Tower
Fall

Yellowestone
National Park

Fort Yellowstone

Tower Fall -
Gettips ontrails and recent wildife 0 Vi v o watbrll :
igines o parkirange(s pitdes then walk the River Overlook Tral S
exhibitions on park history, then forcanyon views. End the day with 3

checkout the historic buildings from
Yellowstone's army days.

dinner atthe Roosevelt Lodge.






EPUB/images/map6-1.jpg
Bozeman

Att, music, dining in a vibrant
mountain town

Paradise

SBillings

——
Bozeiman
thingstono &
£
&
<
Gatlatin S
National 3
Forest § Ao,
&8 i o Z
ational
Forest Lamar Valley

Look for wolves, bears

2 Yalley Emigianto
Hot springs e
aae g Mammoth Sepengn
VONTANATZS Terraces Redl MONTANA
% Admire nature’s finest p i
% artistr Custer
% | Norris Geyser o v oo
Beaverhead: 5 )= i
e Basin VLTRSS T e e
National Forest Stroll boardwalk | S
trails past i a5 Mapmath
geothermal t
‘wonders i i
y =
D~y g \
West [ A Lake [ \| Grand Canyon
Yellowstone s T T of the Yellowstone
+ fest Yolowistone, oo i 2 ‘ :
Grizzly % @") ’ oS the Ye Hike the rim overlooking
encountersand e thundering waterfalls
cross-country Yellowstone oty
= ‘National
skiing Parke e s
- + North Fork
% suoshone icer Nort ok i

Old Faithful

Hear the roar of
Yellowstone’s famous

geyser

Bechler Region

Explore the ruggedand
remote southwest

Colter Bay
| Jackson Vitage--~
Lake o

DAHO Jenny Lake crand L
IDAHO onny. Naonad R
Climbupto Park:
breathtaking 3 By
viewpoints Driggs,, | ¢ A R
i Grana
7 Jedon L3
BT ol i
aurance itor©. iy 27T
Tetong
Rockefeller Preserve H vﬁa‘;e‘
Cool offin Phelps Lake 1Bt
i @ G Ventre
¥ Wilderness

Y Yellowstone
| National Lake.
i Walk the
) shoreline of this
i vastalpine lake
Teton

Wilderness

Jackson Lake
Kayak past forested
shores

BridgerTeon
Nurional Forest

Jackson
Captivating base

foryear-round
adventures

oMesteetse

WYOMING

Cody
Cowboy-loving
settlement
and Wild West

gateway






EPUB/images/Regis-St-Louis-headshot.jpg





EPUB/images/Melissa-Alder-I-live-here-West-Yellowstone.jpg
wvﬂoc mmmmmm
snHsavw
ou9I od .






EPUB/images/shutterstock_1010671534.jpg
b, LR N





EPUB/images/Rusty_LaFrance_-_Around_Billings.jpg





EPUB/images/map38-1.jpg
Bozefnen
o

Enfiso.

it
-
ot

Beaverhead-

cerlodge:
National Forest

teogen

WestYellafistone o

Geothermal Features
© 0ld Faithful

© Grand Prismatic Spring

© Mammoth Hot Springs

© West Thumb Geyser Basin
© Norris Geyser Basin

O Lonestar Geyser

@ Fountain Paint Pot.

Ashtof

Diggs,,

Animals/Wildlife

© Lamar Valley
@ Madison Valley

© Hayden Valley

© Antelope Flats Road
© Oxbow Bend Turnout k
© Moose Pond

Victoro,

tivingstono 4

&

3

s
A
S

Galtatin
National
Forest

Emigranto.

Gardiner
&

@ fjotiapmonn
o% 0f

h
o
GL:)

Yellowstone
National
Pari:

Yellowstong
Lake.

S0 9

g
S
& oFlaggRanch

Grand Teton | 7§
National - =
Park

Jackson
ackson ColterBay

Ve
o

Y4

) *;'ﬁo

Voran
randl N Q| 0O

@

Kayaking/Canoeing
© Yellowstone Lake
@ Shoshone Lake
© Jackson Lake
© Jenny Lake
O String Lake
Red
‘olodge
Custer
Natiowal
Forest
®0
Cody
Shoshone K[wlNothorbrk Bt ;,‘40
Wapiti Reservoir
Shoshone
National
Forest
Teton Skiing/Snowboarding
e © Grand Targhee Resort

© Big Sky
© Rendezvous SkiTrails

© Jackson Hole Mountain Resort
O Snow King Resort

O Taggartand Bradley Lakes

Bridger-Teton
National Forest

oDubojs

mwﬁo \%’\o
2 National
fo' o .
+ ‘@ Jackson
16 G

Wilderness

oBilings

e 25 il

o

Walking/Hiking

© southRim

@ Beaver Ponds.

© Mt Washburn

© Bunsen Peak

© Cascade Canyon

O Taggartand Bradley Lakes
@ Phelps Lake

|
|
-

oMestestse

WYOMING:





EPUB/images/map212-1.jpg
including
which has road
mountain bikes and e-bi

National o

Victor

se

—Junction

CAR
Although you can get around
Jackson on foot, a caris
‘handy for reaching trails in
‘Grand Teton and in the Teton
Valley. All car rental agencies
are based in town, with free
shuttle transport form the
airport.





EPUB/images/map48-1.jpg
OLD FAITHFUL & THE UPPER GEYSER BASIN

28

9

13
20
25

516
27
25"
K
10
=3

Yellowstone
National Park
8
Upper
Geyser
Basin
2

®

———————— 025 miles

2

Faithful

32 30
3

Porking
Hrea





EPUB/images/map44-1.jpg
Madison Valley
Spot National Park Mountain,then

lookfor bison, elk and other wildite
inthe lushvalley while taking in the

10 km

Nor's Norris Geyser

|| views from scenic lookouts. s Basin
L Walk the cunving
[ paths amid some of
| Yellowstone's most
Rilerside! impressive features,
&, including hissing.
i OMadison fumaroles, bubbling
i A Notonal pk ks and colomul
@ Natonctpark: algae formations.
fountaia
CAR
1f you're drivingin from West
Yellowstone, allowat least
an hour tomake the 32-mile = Old Faithful & the U
{rpito the Ol Faithful area. o o e pEss
Geting apestlsl ot LD Watchthe famed geyser erupting,
g i Jpper Geyser Basin 2
ensiresyullievepring & thensstrollthe boardwalk trils to

parkingat thermal features
along the way.
I

BechlerRegion
Escape the crowds inthe south-
western comer, arugged areafull
of waterfals and forested akes.

admire Yellowstone's biggest con-

centration ofthermal features.

Yellowstone
Gidnt
Village

Shoshone
Lake

(o)

BICYCLE

You can access some of the
more distant thermal stes on
bike, includingthe Morning
Glory Pool, reachable viaa
1-mile (one-way) paved trail
from the Old Faithful General
Store. You can rent a bike
from the Old Faithful Snow
Lodge.






EPUB/images/icon-m09.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2094859411.jpg





EPUB/images/icon-m08.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2086834390.jpg





EPUB/images/icon-m11.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2104087811.jpg





EPUB/images/icon-m10.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2100753313.jpg





EPUB/images/icon-taxi.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2159380125.jpg





EPUB/images/icon-m12.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2138490401.jpg





EPUB/images/Jeff_Henry_-_Yellowstone-Mammoth.jpg





EPUB/images/icon-watch.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2178011333.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2045564795.jpg





EPUB/images/icon-m07.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2079123259.jpg





EPUB/images/icon-m06.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_206238292.jpg





EPUB/images/lp-logo.png
¢
®





EPUB/images/Lost_in_My_Own_Backyard_Tim_Cahill.jpg
AKRILL
TosPoimMy

O, sa<ky=<






EPUB/images/map108-1.jpg
overlooks. ¢

ol Grand Canyon of \
the Yellowstone @ >
Grand Canyon of
the Yellowstone | yoypoints dotboth CAR
sides of the canyon,while | Youll needa carto navigate
trailstake youinto the thearea. Keep in mind that
wildemess. Exhibitions mostroadsin the region don't
atthe visitor center give open until early or mid-May,
insight nto Yellowstone's though the road from Norris =
innerworkings, waterfalls | to the Canyon opens around e
and panoramic hikes. April22. Y el
Pelican Valley (
Yellowstone Trailhead 4

National Park ﬁ =

Yellowstone Lake
Ashoreline road hugs the north and
westside ofthe lake down toWest
Thumb, with ts many geothermal
features.

Yellowstone Lake

West
&5 Thumb.

)

BOAT
©. At Bridge Bay Marina,
oa You canhead outon
Lake ascenic cruise, renta
40HP motorboat or book
achartered sightseeing
CN orfishing boat. For
> backcountry adventures,
e there's a shuttle service that
- transports people, gear and
——e even canoes.





EPUB/images/map174-1.jpg
®

Toton
CAR Wilderess
There's no public Inthe north, you'l find
transportation in the park, lakeside trails and an
soyoullneedacarto enticing shoreline for
getaround. Getan early. picnics and wildife
start to beat the traffic watching. Hire boats
and toensure you'll finda and kayaks at Colter
parking spot at your chosen S an = BayVillage.
destination. P

Lake

ColterBay Viloge

Emma.
Matilda
Lake

Reconnect with
nature in this idyllic
spotinthe southern

fforan:

Leigh
reaches ofthe park. L
Youllalsofinda
Dectillata o Grand Teton
rowarding hkesintho (AN (VAR 4 The busiest spotin Grand Tetonis
Jegiod Lake; famous for areason: awide variety of
! S breathtaking hiking trais, plus boat
L 4rips and kayaking on the lake.
Teton’ | . aniedie
S —
S
S
B 7 b ll«e\(’nrr—'h r/uu
Beher e
Croek = o @
| o
et -~ Joncton Unlikein Yellowstone, biking
ey g isa welcome proposition
Rockefoller = here. The 20-mile Grand Teton
| Preserve - Pathway,linking Jackson with
5 e f Jenny Lake,is one of many
{ Village / paved multiuse trailsin the
A area, Visit Friends of Pathways
®3 S i (friendsofpathways.org) for

; mapsand other details.





EPUB/images/map136-1.jpg
©

CAR
It's easy to getaround witha
can,thoughkeepinmind that
some high-elevation roads
like the Beartooth Hwy close
outside of summer. Parkingis
generallya breeze wherever
Yougo.
©Billings

82440 Yalowstone Sl ivnestan
Gal Billings
Explore contemporary art and
frontier history, then head to the sun-
baked countryside to see indigenous

o

BICYCLE

",

Livingston & the
Paradise Valley

Thoughit's hard to get from i Gallatin Charming Livingston has a
point Atopaint Bbybicycle, Enniso National Emgont .z Salbry o M Shmia o ock artand a famous battlefield.
you'll find some outstanding ChicoHot Photogenicvaleysouth of here has - —
mountain-biking trails in i) Springs hot-springs hotels,ranchresorts
the region, particularly near R i fistrate afting, e
Bozeman and in the Gallatin West Yellowstone i Wilderness Lodge
Valley, 3 5 Cody ;
‘The park gateway town 5 Cowboy culture
hasafamous bear and v ;ﬁ:i;sz;? :(r‘sﬂ
wolfrefuge, cross-country’ hED ] y
skitralls,and ample lodg- A Nuional Fark & R g\ﬁhc‘(l’vn;ﬂ:;%ﬂ B:;':::
—— ing and dining options. Torest .
[cH o e et BUEoBI \ authentic Wild West
Y _— Vellowstone Centerof buidings. Its
§ 7 } ings.Its also
> the West. >
B North Absaroka e DWoTRes
Wilderness bestmuseum.

Codp






EPUB/images/map18-1.jpg
Yellowstone:
Mammoth, Tower-
Roosevelt & the
North

stroll the steam-covered boardwalks
past travertine terraces in an
otherworldly setting, then getan
overview of park history at nearby
Fort Yellowstone. Further south,
Norris Geyser Basin is home to the
park’s hottest area. East of there,
the Tower-Roosevelt regionis the
gateway tothe bestwildlife watching
inthe park at the Lamar Valley.

Yellowstone: Geyser
Country & the West

See the park's mostimpressive geysers,
fumarolesand hot springs, from the explosive
bursts of Old Faithful to the brilliant hues of the
‘Grand Prismatic Spring. Add to your knowledge
amid science displays, architecture strolls and
Native American art. Afterward, you can escape
the crowds on hikes to backcountry waterfalls
and lesser-known steaming features.

Around Grand
Teton National
Park

Ashortdrive from the park

entrance, Jackson s famed for
the world-class skiresortsinits
backyard, along with the ample
summertime actvities (hiking,
mountain biking, rafting) not to
mentionits great dining scene.

Yellowstone: Mammoth,
Tower-Roosevelt & the North

Yellowstone:
Yellowstone: Canyon
Geyser Country Country
& the West & the East
Grand Teton
National Park

Over inthe Teton Valley (idaho),
You can trek iconic passes or
unwind atfriendly, low-key towns
like Driggs.

Around
Grand Teton
National Park

Around
Yellowstone

Yellowstone: Canyon
Country & the Southeast

Lofty overlooks offer dramatic views across
the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone and
its thundering waterfalls. Nearby, trails wind
along the canyon rim, up to mountain summits
andntothe densely forested backcountry.
Massive Yellowstone Lake stretches south of
the canyon and sets the stage for shoreline
hikes and aquatic adventures.

Grand Teton National Park

The Grand Tetons, withits backdrop of soaring,
jagged peaks,is a popular destination year-
round. Warm-weather days bring boating on

the lakes, scenic drives and rewarding climbs
tosparkling alpine lakes. In the winter, there's
snowshoeing and skiing amid the frosty
wonderland of white-blanketed forests and
frozen ponds.

Around
Yellowstone
West, north and east of the
parkyou'l find fascinating wild
west settlements, arts-loving
communities and vibrant Main
Streets perched near skislopes.
and forested wilderness. Scenic
drives wind over steep passes to
overlooks of two-billion-year-old
rock formations. Adventure comes
inmany forms, and there are plenty
of surprising discoveries along
the way.





EPUB/images/Jehle-head-shot-Yellowstone.jpg





EPUB/images/Lone_Women_Victor_LaValle.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyImages-91537768.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyImages-898224122.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1925160332.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1794131110.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyImages-1636898753.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1789828310.jpg
———

.






EPUB/images/GettyImages-528752506.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1815702836.jpg
s
>
““






EPUB/images/GettyImages-178521240.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1802557783.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyImages-583647880.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1838581468.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyImages-538736753.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1826339804.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyImages-629434454.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1890910198.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1842167326.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1785693434.jpg





EPUB/images/icon-m05.gif





EPUB/images/GettyRF_720110869.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1963735894.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyRF_167495243.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1993726118.jpg
= - | v gy

e R R
). e PSR e

T TN M Y






EPUB/images/how-to-use-this-book.jpg
Congratulations on choosing Yellowstone
& Grand Teton National Parks for
your next adventure

Plan Your Trip The Guide

Explore some of the most Navigate the destination with
spectacular parts of the country in-depth tips on the best
as you start to build the itinerary experiences and the best way to
for your journey make the most of your trip

LAMAR
VALLEY

Jackson &
and TetonsD

Storybook

Gointo greater depth as
you explore a destination or
make sense of something you
experience on your trip

Accommodations
THE

YELLOWSTONE £
SUPERVOLCANO

COVER PHOTOGRAPH
Grand Prismatic Spring, Yellowstone National Park,
Danita Delimont/Shutterstock ©





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1992827516.jpg





EPUB/images/icon-m02.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2013352331.jpg





EPUB/images/icon-m01.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2005081790.jpg





EPUB/images/icon-m04.gif






EPUB/images/icon-m03.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2013353315.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1940489194.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1940019025.jpg







EPUB/images/Empire_of_Shadows_The_Epic_Story_of_Yellowstone-George_Back.jpg
THE EPIC STORY
o YELLOWSTONE

EMPIREo/
SHADOWS

P






EPUB/images/shutterstock_1674748807.jpg





EPUB/images/sun-light7.jpg





EPUB/images/DC7PXT.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1667443690.jpg





EPUB/images/sun-light6.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyImages-1135715079.jpg





EPUB/images/F4FDYJ.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1688160724.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1581405352.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_88240939.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_82942090.jpg





EPUB/images/btn-google-ptnr.png
Google






EPUB/images/sun-light1.jpg





EPUB/images/btn-bn-ptnr.png
Barnes & Noble






EPUB/images/shutterstock_158880845.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_96823747.jpg





EPUB/images/Candace_Hall_-_Livingston.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1661360794.jpg





EPUB/images/sun-light3.jpg





EPUB/images/btn-lp-ptnr.png
lonelyplanet.com






EPUB/images/shutterstock_1601241406.jpg





EPUB/images/sun-light2.jpg





EPUB/images/Dani_Bahnsen_-_Grand_Teton.jpg
—————






EPUB/images/shutterstock_1666555798.jpg





EPUB/images/sun-light5.jpg





EPUB/images/CR4ADX.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1661450665.jpg





EPUB/images/sun-light4.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyImages-1442648293.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1785691307.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyImages-1339517618.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1783038038.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyImages-156905683.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyImages-1140463264.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1701412225.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1699073563.jpg





EPUB/images/Teresa-White-Yellowstone-Geyser-Country.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyImages-1153329113.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1734094817.jpg





EPUB/images/Wolf_(48846829103).jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1707175294.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyImages-1198891290.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_174962075.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyImages-1174368971.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1736437586.jpg





EPUB/images/xpromo-top-generic.png
GIFET TITLES

Unlock the secrets of this beautiful planet
with our inspirational range of illustrated
non-fiction and gift titles.

<

365 THINGS TO DO

& THE PERFECT DAY
TO DO THEM






EPUB/images/GettyImages-1205373247.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1765721504.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyImages-1205373244.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1764393467.jpg





EPUB/images/sun-light8.jpg








EPUB/images/cover.jpg





EPUB/images/13-beyond-mammoth-np-ygt7.jpg
Mammoth Forces of the
Terraces | ayq Northern Range
Creek Trailhead
Trail
Sheepeater
Cliff

Obsidian
Cliff

Roaring
Mountain





EPUB/images/13-bunsen-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
A 0 e 500 m
®o s 0.25 miles

A The

Hoodoos

0\@\ Cathedral
Rock

Bunsen ‘s
A@

: Peak "-.. 3
° i
H >3 2
H Yellowstone .." ° e
H National K4
°= Park ..’
%
....
...
...
...
....






EPUB/images/13-fort-yellowstone-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/13-fort-yellowstone-wt-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/13-fossil-trail-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
®>

oo

Lamar River
500 m

e 0.25 miles

Yellowstone
National
Park

[
o
°
°
.
°
[
°
°
e
J
°






EPUB/images/13-lamar-valley-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/13-mammoth-ch-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/13-mammoth-terraces-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg
Mammoth

]i eaces





EPUB/images/13-mammoth-terraces-dp-np-ygt7.jpg
o pf
orth Entrance Rg-

~ pypunogdued W

MAMMOTH

&7
1©
Mammoth
Hot Sprin, Yellowstone
National Park
45






EPUB/images/13-sepulcher-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
Beaver
A =
O MONTAN4 e

WYOMiNG

Yellowstone
National
Park

(‘%
2
e
o
e
=)
o
@
e
o
S
S

A Clagett
Butte

Clagett Butte Trail

o1 doo PUBS

& Terrace

Mountain





EPUB/images/04-02-th-loc-np-ygt7.jpg
ol





EPUB/images/13-tower-fall-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/04-03-th-loc-np-ygt7.jpg
*N





EPUB/images/13-yellowstone-river-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
®
oo

500 m
—— 0.25 miles

AB”’”])US
Butte

Yellowstone
National
Park






EPUB/images/04-04-th-loc-np-ygt7.jpg
ol





EPUB/images/14-beyond-grand-canyon-np-ygt7.jpg
Mt Washburn

Dunraven
Pass

Cascade

ke Grand Canyon
of the Yellowstone

Hayden
Valleye Mud
Voleano





EPUB/images/04-05-th-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/14-canyon-ch-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/04-06-th-loc-np-ygt7.jpg
*N





EPUB/images/04-07-th-loc-np-ygt7.jpg
w-





EPUB/images/14-cascade-lake-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
A 0 m— 500 m
® (1]  0.25 miles

Observation,

Yellowstone
National
Park

9.

** Cascade Creej,






EPUB/images/14-grand-canyon-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg
Grand Canyon
of the Yellowstone





EPUB/images/14-grand-canyon-dp-np-ygt7.jpg
B 1208 FNZ]

\ W =) 15 Yellowstone
]7 National
3 = ’6 Park .
Village; \o“fw\
clace®>
& 7,
& %
: O e
Lookout , Yellowstone .
Brink of = Point %Artlst
the Lower " M %3 Point _
Lily Pad

Lake

0 e— 1km
[} — 0.5 miles






EPUB/images/14-heart-lake-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
A 0 m— 1km
® () 0.5 miles

Lewis
Lake

ej O

Aster
Lake

A CTeeK
A8
Yellowstone

National
Park

Y -
.

L
2\ Mt Sheridan





EPUB/images/00-yellowstone-gt-locator-np-ygt7.jpg
Around
Yellowstone

Yellowstone: Mammoth,
Tower-Roosevelt & the North

Yellowstone: Yellowstone:

Geyser Country

& the West & the East

Grand Teton
National Park

Around
Grand Teton
National Park





EPUB/images/14-pelican-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
0 — 2 km
0 — 1 mile

(03

l.-cooonaoc.o‘
Indian S
Pond e
Mary Bay Turbid
Lake
o3
Yellowstone &

Lake





EPUB/images/04-01-th-loc-np-ygt7.jpg
h





EPUB/images/14-south-rim-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
AQmmmmm  500m
@ 0 s 0.25 miles

Grand.Loop Rd

"'u. ®e o o 20
: ..:c" ".,;-1}' ....‘...’ Ay

Yellowstone .

'.
National “”.,."“"'. T
Park oos! o
*

o B
5 M" &
i . i
f 00000000000000° oo® e
& ToneSee ..i‘ >
5
ot
e e P
S = - v S
-
\\ .
: N
I\ § = :
Al Ee





EPUB/images/12-bechler-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/12-bechler-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
1km

A 0 s—
@ 0 e 0.5 miles

NS .‘
.....
C)
.....
S
.. <
3 Lilypad
3 Yellowstone Lake ’
& National K
o Park S
o
.
o
H
S
o® '.... .
'.. o ‘N‘OQ“
0d \%Q~
.o.. “ 0000 < 0\
. L)
o: X 00® oo0® .. ;
(&) g 7366‘/1]67'1?2'”67,
.’ooo"‘o.go..oit........‘.:
- .'o %,
~
oo°

seess
&
&
&
B





EPUB/images/12-beyond-norris-np-ygt7.jpg
Norris Geyser
Basin

Monument 4
Geyser _ Artist
Basine Paint Pots
Madison g;?@m
Junction

Canyon
Village





EPUB/images/12-beyond-old-faithful-np-ygt7.jpg
Fountain

Paint Pot
Grand Prismatic
Spring
Biscuit
Basin
Old
BlackSand  Faithful
Basin
Lone Star

Geyser





EPUB/images/12-canyon-village-dt-np-ygt7.jpg
@8— 2 km

3
=)
3
] mile :\
S
=
g
=
5.
) -~ Grebe
3 Yellowstone Lake
2 National Park
%
Wolf
Lake Ges
%

o}
Canyon
Village
Ice Lake <
2o
Norris-Canyon Rd
)
)
ok =
S Cre? )
e ¥
ot 2
o
)
~AY!
-(1"‘0\/ Cygnet
W’% Lakes

C,-gek‘
N wm

<@ Alu

)

Q\)

V\"\\\*





EPUB/images/12-fairy-falls-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
A
0

Feather

Lake
Goose %
/ Lake =
A G,
N ey
Twin
o Buttes
.'. Lower
g Basin
- Lake
o
o
H
H
RN 3 IS

Yellowstone
N1
N (mo.],l,al Grand
Park 5 e
Prismatic
Spring

Fairy Falls
Parking Lot

1k Maiyg,,
— 0.5 miles"l llay a C)'gg,q.






EPUB/images/12-firehole-dt-np-ygt7.jpg
A O m— 500 m
® 0 e 0.25 miles

&
=

Firehole Lake Dy

Yellowstone
National
Park

Z»
U ("'(’(',}





EPUB/images/12-geyser-country-ch-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/12-lone-star-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
®
oo

1km
— 0.5 miles
o
.
£l
o
o
L)
.
L3
L3
o
.
Y- ¥
- )
.
o
J
K
o
o
o
®
o
o
K
® .
.
. &
)
.
.
K
H
....
Yellowstone
National
Park
o
w‘\%





EPUB/images/12-madison-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg
Madison





EPUB/images/12-madison-dt-np-ygt7.jpg
el
< ; Solfatara North
L, s ‘ﬁf Trailhead

Grixly “Z
A
0 m— 2km X <
® 0 1 mile zq)‘ Lake % N
&R Y Lake of the
§ N Woods
i L
5 S
\= N _
&° R
A5 Q_'\?‘ Lo
. S o (=
i) e
X © 8
@ Q e
3 S
0}/ =
C‘"“e“
&
P
Yellowstone
National N
Park rrig
>
6’5 “nhg
2
%.
%;.
@,
A
axe?
Jatd
o





EPUB/images/12-mystic-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
Yellowstone
National
Park

Cr e(ﬂ*
gpri™
®00o0® [1’0‘”‘
<s
¥
S
N
R

R

500 m
—— 0.25 miles

3
1 ’a.\:‘iv
Loy Elh L





EPUB/images/12-norris-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg
Norris Geyser
Basin





EPUB/images/12-norris-dp-np-ygt7.jpg
A 0 500
®o Y

20
e 0.25 miles :'T?»
Museum of the
National
Park Ranger
Yellowstone 5
National Park &

Porcelain
Basin
B ©4
’9<B<T>8
1B
z ©<T><73T 7
Norris Geyser ©> ﬁl 4
Basin 3 a5

3
©—<
cn

Norris n
Back Basin ‘5T© 7
20 <

165

o?

2000

Sy

10

S

&
S
S

Norris=(28

OO

&

1o0ay 109qL)





EPUB/images/12-old-faithful-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg
ithful & the
yser Basin





EPUB/images/12-sentinel-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
500 m
T

A G
®o e 025 miles

o,
e,
s '0.0.0
o
900000°°%%0q00s

.9. O eees0nnyane®

ontine! Creek
....

Yellowstone
National
Park






EPUB/images/12-shoshone-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
Yellowstone
National

(_.Pm’k






EPUB/images/13-beaver-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
500 m
e 0.25 miles

(03

% oo

]
L 4) *eeesees®oeq,
%

." Beaver
Ponds

{r(l/‘{///(,/_/\,/.i -

st

3
3
°
L5

%,
L .
..c ""o
o) H
eoe,
z“'.,. i3
tl

.

°®
"'c.o

Yellowstone
National
Park

=

i

®%0000%00°°





EPUB/images/16-bearpaw-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
1km
0.5 miles

Grand Teton
National
Park





EPUB/images/16-death-canyon-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
i

RS A0 1km
@\0 . 0.5 miles
a3
—
R \
N

Grand Teton
National
Park

R

\,Qooo"o. #





EPUB/images/16-gt-ch-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/16-hermitage-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
A 0 — 1km /
® 0 e 0.5 miles

Cygnet
Pond

D'e
Colter **geeqe®
Bay %

Jackson

Grand Teton
Lake

National
Parlk
Heron Pon?. o *%0qq, “






EPUB/images/16-jackson-lake-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg






EPUB/images/16-jackson-lake-dp-np-ygt7.jpg
- Teton S
Wilderness N
Sl 4 \
\ //

|

/

o

AW
@
o\ B gx’{'-sz‘on

National "
Foﬂﬁt -

Cirque
Lake .

- + N ‘ "‘ . : o7 N ‘ .
S o uopsia g






EPUB/images/16-jenny-lake-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg






EPUB/images/16-jenny-lake-dp-np-ygt7.jpg
rizzly
Bg(fake‘

Cascade Creek

7 GT?%‘ZT
A A

Antelope

ndily Snowdm'@\ o ggq i
v ats

WL leg
(‘mzbou Targhee ,.qlanche
National Fozat i

South FO il






EPUB/images/16-paintbrush-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
= (1) 2 km

0 e ]mie

/\"_’\,
s TN

~— N

P
e fj{(}q‘@ek Grand Teton
k_\/“'/\f‘ A~ National

Park
r 4
Grixly
Bear Lake ‘
. Holly P
eng, Lake
. 3 ‘o" e, @s /
..$

‘V l Lake of

i’ the Crags

gmzbou -Targheé

! National Forest :..
|

N,

o ASC:
®00000000%000
T LI L

.\/ Jﬁ /

=





EPUB/images/16-plains-dt-np-ygt7.jpg
Trapper 1
o / ~ Lake

& _e
-
°
Leigh Creey.
~ X

i
x e,

/J
- o

=S <

Cascade Creek
Teton

wcier

Gl

5 km
2.5 miles





EPUB/images/16-rockefeller-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg
Laurance S
Rocl er
Pr





EPUB/images/16-rockefeller-dp-np-ygt7.jpg
\aley Trail

Death canyonTrail 9 0
Statc Poak(6m) DA
NI

Buck Mount ta:n}
(6.5mi) %

%7

Grand Teton

National
Park
\\ —
gpen
anyol =
(
\
\
\ .
&3 g
= >
1 % £
) Q &
3 4
e s ' f
@ ) — 0.5 miles Lakegeeﬂrau E

O





EPUB/images/16-taggart-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
srand Teton
National
Park






EPUB/images/16-teton-crest-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
A ) — 5km
— 2.5 miles

South
Leigh
Lakes
Caribou-Targhee \
National Fmvsz‘ Jenny
j Lake
= South Fork Cascade
eton Creelk ;
Creek T b Camping Zone
.jo Grand
Hurricane & Teton
Pass
Lake
Taminah Taggart _
Lake o
QN
’.'o’ L\
. : Frand Teton &
$ National Park §
Moose
Junction
Phelps
Indian Lake r—
Lake i 4
4
Bridger-Teton )
oS o National !
®%0esee 0eseeeece,,, Forest i ¢ )
(;/mzm Creel ". . - o\
%o J 1 G
> . | - RO
< g w ° National
I
y7 oTeton &5 iy
) Village / Refuge





EPUB/images/17-around-gt-ch-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/14-washburn-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
Mt Washburn
o,

0/

g00°

— 1 mile

@8_ 2 km

%000 000e0¢

Yellowstone i

National 30

Cascade Park °
Lake

(S=)






EPUB/images/14-yellowstone-lake-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg
Yellow:
Lak





EPUB/images/14-yellowstone-lake-dp-np-ygt7.jpg
P LTI e

< Pelica Valley N\ ones Creck
’ rau ad /Mlﬂjm//’ﬁ%@
bsa Nation

7 ‘Wzl( erness Forest

ég—{—'—_lokm JJ} :

A/pr

Pea

)W/ _ { i I’Vas]za\'zb’
- Mt Langford /\ ' Wildern
. I/ EQ Plen 7
~ 8 Coups
l,/»\;& ) Peajf/f

L
el N \Jeton

(’lloystom’ o Wilderness

. Naa&bnle Pmli

\

Hc;an‘ Lake.‘
LN

\

7 Creek
S
B

& P
«S’j'
Ption ¢y





EPUB/images/15-around-ystone-ch-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/15-beartooth-hwy-dt-np-ygt7.jpg
/w”-
_//\.iwe )






EPUB/images/15-beyond-billings-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/15-beyond-cody-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/15-billings-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/15-billings-dp-np-ygt7.jpg
2.
@ 0 2 %@ N
0 e 0.1 miles 2, *fin3 %
S
7, % Yellowstone W
5 & %, " At M 0
% o Yy luseum 2
R o
@ & N
6thAveN ) S
%
@ 7.
% A £ (>
2 L] %
Alderson Ave 5 %, (% &
e
7. %
N <3 i
] B "4 QE
Burlington Ave N ?f (3 S
2,
]
2 <@$ /Pu) g
g 450% 03 @,
LewisAve 2, & %
1 £ ~ Western &
o 0 Heritage
c % S 2 Center
] oss Mansion %, "
um g . 3
Yellowstone Avt 7. 2 5]
3 3 i
2 %
o W ) N S
(& %, o
Wyoming Ave e & as
ug,





EPUB/images/15-bozeman-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/15-bozeman-dp-np-ygt7.jpg
yo—  mom
®0 0.1 miles

2
= E Cottonwood St E Cottonwood St 2 v
5
-4 |
Durston Rd S 2 Weeahst < S e T 2 3
z 5= kel < z R 2
iz = § = s = <
=] (of = % = % £ = =
W Short St W Short St WShortst 3 & | = =
° : = 7 = /-
[} = =
: s 2 E & ¢ E Fridley St
o] - e
WVlladst 2§ EVilard St S 5 £
2 &
é % = EDavis St g
-
WBeallSt = EBeall St
W Lamme St ElLamme St =
=T z
< < <
£ | £ g
SR W Mendenhall St EMendenhall St s
5
11 2 o R5
W Main St z g EMain St
g L 2 2 224 5 b —
3 z 5 2 2 = @ 2 3 Howlel
@ w0 M > @ <
@ & 2 s &5 2 i 2 £ = =]
3 e < WBabcockSt £ = ‘P o
Emerson _, s z 2 & g
Fi If Z g 73 s I
Museum of the Rockies (1.251 r 5, Story Mansion 8 EOlvest 2
o American Computer & W Olive St o EOlve St é

0.5mi)
Robotics Museum (1.75mi) ‘ (7 @ B_ T






EPUB/images/15-cody-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/15-cody-dp-np-ygt7.jpg
R

Qur Place (0.3mi);

The Cody (05mi) &
Old Trail Town (0.5mi);
Cody Night Rodeo (Imi),

’ﬁ"

3 !
%ﬂ 6(—9 %’Z \iew Ne WthSt ﬁSalisbury Ave %
s & % ca® L 3
<] 23 & 10th St > 2 BleisteinAve
> 5 2102 _ g
= é = RumseyAve /4 % 55; ?/5
5 P 2 3R FNe
3 ~ .2 5 Q% Sheridan Ave
vy N I R O
s BeckAve 5 % 9
= Buffalo Bill Center
2 f t Alger Ave
¢ ﬁ t Draw St
Allen Ave & Cody Ave 5
5 £
Platinum R ©* CanyonAveg, 2
i i Sunshine|
Lindsay La Y e 8 ‘
GerransAve <& i 16t St
5 g’ Stampede Ave % %
@ 5
2 _‘:5 Alpine Ave £ 0
Red Butte Ave ‘
e
S Aps® Aspen Dr
o

Meadow La Ave
 Willow\®

Birch\®
Cedarla






EPUB/images/15-earthquake-lake-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/15-gallatin-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/15-paradise-valley-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg
Livingsii))n &the
Paradise Valley





EPUB/images/15-paradise-valley-dp-np-ygt7.jpg
275
o B NN
azgman Yellowstone {iTi~
Gateway Livingston
Museum

LIVINGSTON &
THE PARADISE VALLEY

0 s— 10 km
(1] — 5 miles

oHoffman s
Mystic §
Lake N
Brisbino Pine
Creek 8
o )
s
o
Park
Gallatin County
National
Forest =
5 . Gallatin
N oChicory National
s Pray Forest
> 3
S5d 3 ?(;5,‘»5 Elbow
©Ool, Lake
Emigrant
oKotke " Merrimano &= Chico
9 . Chicoo T Hot Springs o
L R oWhite :
K d
Daileyo N iy
(historical) &
Dailey 5,
Lake 2,
!
OCarbella =,
oMiner
O.
Sphinx
Absaroka-
Beartooth
Wilderness
0 Corwin Springs %
&30 pring %
= ; C,
Y Aldridgeo &
X ey ¢
\ a Electric Jardineo
As i >
k ] ). 0 oNe 4.
N / Gaidiner™ ')’E,lf 7 -

Yellowstone
National Park

Halys creek





EPUB/images/15-yellowstone-west-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/15-yellowstone-west-dp-np-ygt7.jpg
Firehole Ave
R0
2N —
O i
5 o2 14
= %%. &3
Madison Ave é
% R
g & Yellowsto:
i 23 § Natio
£ A @ Pa
s d =8 = 9Bk Ga4
Yellowstone Ave
s, OB we
Entranc:
0.4my
Grizzly & Wolf
Discovery
b Faithful St Center
K3

D)}






EPUB/images/15-yellowstone-west-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
2]
©

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000°

® O =— 100 m

Madison Ave 6

Dunraven St

Canyon St

Electric St

i 4)

*
o
o
$
°
:
H
H
o
A
H
s
o
3
e
°
.
g
H
:
°
A
H
H
:
:
s
H
Yellowstone Ave H

o






EPUB/images/16-barns-dt-np-ygt7.jpg
A0 5km
® 1] — 2.5 miles
Rimrock
Lake ©
\ . Phelps -
Indian Lake
" Lake
¥
. - Grand Teton _ =
National Park P —
Granite Creek Y i
T
# i
L Teton Village
P )
{
S
National

Caribou-Targhee

) Elk Refuge
National Forest

Bridger-Teton
National Forest

OWilson

Gros Ventre
Wilderness .
Goodwin
Lake

Jackson





EPUB/images/235-2.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1482541262.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_71679619.jpg





EPUB/images/235-1.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1473011387.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_688685809.jpg





EPUB/images/235-4.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1485224627.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_742555243.jpg





EPUB/images/235-3.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_148458125.jpg
B T






EPUB/images/shutterstock_727947991.jpg





EPUB/images/237-1.jpg





EPUB/images/235-5.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1488622892.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1373616437.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_666046768.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_662724715.jpg





EPUB/images/233-1.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1401147266.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_672745612.jpg





EPUB/images/231-4.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1385270045.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_666046798.jpg





EPUB/images/234-1.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1416850499.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_682271359.jpg





EPUB/images/233-2.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_140442295.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_682271359-01.jpg






EPUB/images/Arctic_Wolf_at_the_Grizzly_and_Wolf_Discovery_Center.jpg
et





EPUB/images/shutterstock_156539618.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_789591799.jpg





EPUB/images/Altitude_Adjustment_Mary_Beth_Baptiste.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_156539591.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_784576042.jpg





EPUB/images/btn-amzn-kindle-ptnr.png
Amazon






EPUB/images/shutterstock_1568516473.jpg





EPUB/images/Brian_McDermott-Around_Jackson.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1566976063.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_79841002.jpg





EPUB/images/btn-apple-ptnr.png
Apple






EPUB/images/shutterstock_760785391.jpg





EPUB/images/239-1.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1496246591.jpg
i
= T






EPUB/images/shutterstock_769320562.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1495567832.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_768217192.jpg
P

e . v






EPUB/images/239-3.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1547306465.jpg





EPUB/images/239-2.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1536528452.jpg





EPUB/images/50-1.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_155100122.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_783637726.jpg





EPUB/images/241-1.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1549133783.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_775903897.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1194587635.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_440789620.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1188540433.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_429470932.jpg
__=§\,\\






EPUB/images/shutterstock_1214872522.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_450973462.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_442838848.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1224931006.jpg
AN 1o

CONTNENTAL - . i

FLEVTION 8262 7






EPUB/images/shutterstock_471140333.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1215495304.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_458781280.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1240121977.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1107261245.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_418897345.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_390181327.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_115594666.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_423784279.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_114034408.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_42361168.jpg





EPUB/images/17-jackson-peak-wt-np-ygt7.jpg
Ve

Jackson
(8mi)

S
5
£
=

Gros Ventre
Wilderness

A

Nowlin
Peak

Jackson

Goodwin

Peak

A.

Lake

A 0 ee— 1km
® 0 0.5 miles

Bridger-Teton
National
Forest

Table
Mountain





EPUB/images/shutterstock_132281828.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_521178730.jpg





EPUB/images/17-jackson-dp-np-ygt7.jpg
Ao 200m SA National Museum of ] e
®o 1 miles 2] Widite Art Gmi; ~ =— g 5
53 W Deloney Ave 8 kS(;’; y/\;g,f,’%’}al Fish N “E Deloney Ave = }‘:5" Moose St
g ﬁ ] ==Y ental Divide Dogsled
5 tures (74mi) % =
\ Broadway S & 8 Town E Broadway =l
fotsontol 1 e 3 S @) Natonal Eik Refuge
lountain Resort 2 & Entrance (0.6mi);
(12mi) ol 1=V \ Miller Cabin (1.5mi);
/ WPearlAve & = E Pearl Ave ﬁr tal Butte
% B \ Trailhead (3mi);
% ;fu : ridger-Teton National
S = CUE AX Forest (12mi)
2 ] 1 \
@ g W Simpson Ave E Simpson Ave a i
2 \ &
2 ¥ =\ 5
) 54 9 ﬁ 2} (e} E
W Hansen Ave %’ EHansen Ave %S —
= B M
% 2 z
WKelly Ave 3 5 g
WKelly Ave % = 7 EKelly Ave
E &
% W Kams Ave EKarns Ave
2
W SnowKing Ave E Snow King Ave lms






EPUB/images/shutterstock_1315278629.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_504297997.jpg





EPUB/images/230-2.jpg
From To Duration

South
Entrance

Mammoth
(NW)
Entrance

Bozeman





EPUB/images/shutterstock_133632707.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_53091211.jpg





EPUB/images/230-1.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1329222056.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_524839042.jpg





EPUB/images/231-2.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_134149850.jpg





EPUB/images/231-1.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1339012805.jpg





EPUB/images/231-3.jpg
45





EPUB/images/shutterstock_473131447.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1274609707.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_493253167.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_124801285.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_481191013.jpg





EPUB/images/17-jackson-dp-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1313434778.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_50170333.jpg





EPUB/images/17-beyond-jackson-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1305022024.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_500238901.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_228100243.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2276567463.jpg
" P

i ¥ e 5
R e (o






EPUB/images/shutterstock_2293277539.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2289811725.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2310562105.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2301359503.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2313879807.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2258039507.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2250188565.jpg
R e







EPUB/images/06-itin-01-np-ygt7.jpg
50 km

— 25 miles

(03
°i

©OBroadview

oComanche
OActon

OHuntley
Big

Timber 1hr
o

Reed
oPoint

Ol jvingston

Little Bighorn &
Battlefield

OAbsarokee
OFishtail

OBridger

MONTANA





EPUB/images/06-itin-02-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/06-itin-02-np-ygt7.jpg
Corwin
Springs

=

&5

- OdFaithful

-

{

lagg Ranch

Grand Teton
National Park

ter Bay

MONTANA

Yy

N Custer

5 National

§ Forest
Gallatin. &
National § .
Forest

H’UUA(W

National Park Sl

National
Forest

Wapiti @ /"
Valley

E
L
=B
B
7% Teton
S Wilderness
Washakie
Wilderness

50 km
25 miles

(03






EPUB/images/06-itin-03-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/06-itin-03-np-ygt7.jpg
N p— 20 km Bozeman
® 0 10 miles L|V|ngston
=78
Gallatin
National N A
- g ‘a
Forest B Custer
IS . National
Q Gallatin Forest
National
Emigrant deress
- Merriman
Mountain c
Vilage Paradise
Miner
%bé‘“;’(’]i;;' Shoshone
. curaol National
Lee Metcalf Wilderness .
Wilderness e
Gardiner MONTANA
= Mammoth
= WYOMING
/,7;;
Hebgen F P T i
] anyon Yellowstone
Lake Jillage National Park
West
Yellowstone
(]
IDAHO,






EPUB/images/shutterstock_1058852105.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2351076153.jpg





EPUB/images/06-itin-04-loc-np-ygt7.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1048627454.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2350022889.jpg





EPUB/images/06-itin-04-np-ygt7.jpg
Teton
Wilderness

Bridger-Teton

7 Lot
ce S Rockefeller 5 Ao hr \ Aﬁfifﬁfz
Preserve " Gros L N
Teton f = Ventre
f 3 " Y
Village™ . National @& \

Elk Refuge

Gros Ventre
Wilderness





EPUB/images/shutterstock_108779723.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_323371301.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1067515211.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_242142940.jpg





EPUB/images/11-yellowstone-gt-guide-np-ygt7.jpg
Gran
National Park






EPUB/images/shutterstock_109540421.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_345929525.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_340109108.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1101414695.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1101386426.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_390180808.jpg






EPUB/images/shutterstock_2334629801.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1048194682.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_234897196.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1041143566.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2343028047.jpg






EPUB/images/shutterstock_2239892613.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2184031171.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2183378283.jpg
it
v
%
&






EPUB/images/shutterstock_2196704013.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2184683697.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2224178155.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2218097519.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2237205479.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2183378209.jpg





