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Welcome to San Francisco


Grab your coat and enter a wonderland of fog and fabulousness. Consider permission permanently granted to join a parade, start your own parade, or found a parade startup. If there’s a technology still unimagined, a poem left unspoken or a green scheme untested, chances are it’s about to happen here. So long, status quo; hello, San Francisco.
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San Francisco’s Top Experiences




1Escape the urban throng at Golden Gate Park
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San Francisco’s Top Experiences

1Marvel at the Golden Gate Bridge
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San Francisco’s Top Experiences

1Stroll through the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art
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San Francisco’s Top Experiences

1Take in as many of 400-plus Mission Murals as you can
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San Francisco’s Top Experiences

1Follow LGBTQ+ trailblazers on the Rainbow Honor Walk
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San Francisco’s Top Experiences

1Connect with the Summer of Love on Haight Street
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San Francisco’s Top Experiences

1Explore Chinatown’s alleyways

[image: jpg]

MICHAEL URMANN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©





San Francisco’s Top Experiences

1Grab a panoramic view atop Coit Tower
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San Francisco’s Top Experiences

1Chill out at the Presidio

[image: jpg]

FRANKIE WO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©





San Francisco’s Top Experiences

1Time travel on Alcatraz
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San Francisco’s Top Experiences

1Sample SF food at the Ferry Building
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California Cuisine Reinvented



Other cities have more monuments, but SF packs more flavor. Chef Alice Waters set the Bay Area standard for organic, sustainable food in 1971 at Chez Panisse. Today organic produce and sustainable seafood are star ingredients in the Bay Area’s trend-setting, cross-cultural menus. There’s no better place or time for dinner.
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San Francisco Taste Sensations

San Francisco’s best dishes are hard to describe. What was that flavor, exactly? Good question. This Pacific port has been mixing spice-route flavors and local ingredients for 175-odd years, so SF cuisine isn’t beholden to any one ingredient or cultural influence. Since the 1970s, chefs have championed sustainable seafood and vegetable-forward fine dining – and they’re continuing to innovate. With long-established local techniques – including Mexican nixtamalization, Japanese knifework, Korean fermentation – celebrated chefs are constantly adapting menus to the changing climate and seasons. So in SF, tonight’s special might just be the past, present and future of food.




Date-Worthy Dinners

Date nights take some planning in SF. Most restaurants offer online reservations through their websites, OpenTable (www.opentable.com) or Tock (www.exploretock.com). If the system shows no availability, call directly – some seats are held for walk-ins, or there may be a wait list, room at the bar or a cancellation.

Small, celebrated bistros like Benu, Rich Table, State Bird Provisions and Frances offer limited seating, so check websites to find out when reservations are released – usually a month or two ahead. Have a credit card ready to hold your reservation – some Michelin-pedigreed restaurants require a deposit or payment up front. On weekends, it can seem harder to score dinner reservations than Beyoncé tickets – but on a good night, SF chefs may just rock your world.




Best Innovators

Benu Fine dining meets DJ styling in ingenious remixes of Pacific Rim classics with the best ingredients in the West.

Nari In a serene minimalist setting, Thai Californian creations quietly blow minds and keep taste buds awake for days.

Rich Table Inventive California fare with fine-dining finesse makes you clever by association.

Mister Jiu’s California’s pristine ingredients and wild creativity inside a historic Chinatown banquet hall.

Greens Organic vegetarian fare reinvented nightly since 1979 by all-star women chefs, with Zen garden-fresh ingredients.




Best Seafood

Atelier Crenn California dreams are edible here, with imaginative plates of pristine, sustainable seafood arranged like verses of a poem.

Sasa Taste subtle differences in seasons in the kaiseki tasting menu, composed with a light touch and sharp eye.

Scoma’s Cioppino (seafood stew) on Fisherman’s Wharf docks, made with the catch of the day and paired with sailor-strength San Franciscan Manhattans. (pictured)




Best for Romance

Boulevard California’s seasonal, sunny coastal flavors shine with exacting, unfussy preparation and SF’s best service.

Dalida If your date leaves you the last bites of dazzling Mediterranean share plates and decadent dips, it must be love.

Frances Rustic, sun-drenched Californian flavors with sumptuous textures and impeccable technique.






San Francisco Treats



Warning: lifelong cravings begin in SF. This city is a nonstop feast, from year-round farmers markets to gourmet food trucks. Lines stretch down the block outside legendary purveyors of SF specialties: dim sum, focaccia, burritos. Leave room for dessert – SF has fierce competition for pastry and ice cream, and you’re the winner.
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Must-Try SF Signatures

No self-respecting San Franciscan will let you leave town without sampling the city’s cross-cultural menu staples: Mission burritos and North Beach focaccia perfected over 100 years, dim sum and chocolate obsessions that date from the gold rush, and tamales and oysters enjoyed on these shores before there was a city by the Bay. Lately SF sourdough loyalists are getting into trippy pastries and ice cream – if you haven’t tried mochi doughnuts and ube sourdough gelato, come back.




Farmers Markets

For a sneak peek of tonight’s SF restaurant specials, hit the nearest farmers market. NorCal idealists who headed back to the land in the 1970s started the nation’s organic-farming movement, and today SF is the US city with the most farmers markets per capita. Gather seasonal ingredients year-round here from California farmers, or feast on ready-to-eat specialties from artisan food purveyors.




Food Trucks

SF food trucks park where the people are, around parks, festivals and farmers markets – track them with Roaming Hunger (www.roaminghunger.com/sf/vendors). SF’s largest gathering of gourmet trucks is Off the Grid (www.offthegridsf.com) at Fort Mason (pictured) – but for food trucks with a side of mini-golf, head to Spark Social (www.sparksocialsf.com).




Best San Francisco Classics

La Palma Mexicatessen Organic corn tamales and huaraches with flavor-bursting salsas, made fresh on-site daily.

Good Mong Kok Line up for plump, fragrant dim sum scooped from steamers into takeout containers.

Liguria Bakery Join North Beach nonnas for focaccia hot from a 100-year-old oven.

La Taqueria Definitive SF burritos feed body and soul with slow-cooked beans, grilled meats and mesquite salsa.




Best Desserts

Craftsman & Wolves Exquisite pastries full of surprises, from champagne mousse cakes to savory muffins containing jammy eggs.

Dynamo Donut Specialties change with the seasons, from cozy spiced chocolate to sunny blueberry lavender.

Philmore Creamery Ultra-creamy gelato and pristine sorbets made daily on-site.

Arsicault Armando Lacayo left his Wall Street finance gig for an award-winning career in financiers and croissants.

b. patisserie Impeccable viennoiserie pastries in seasonal SF flavors – come for pumpkin, stay for black sesame.




Best Farmers Markets

Ferry Plaza Farmers Market Star chefs, heirloom ingredients and food trucks at weekends. (pictured)

Mission Community Market Nonprofit, neighborhood-run market with 30+ local vendors offering farm-fresh ingredients and artisan-food meals.

Castro Farmers Market Local produce and artisan foods at moderate prices, plus charmingly offbeat folk-music groups.
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Bar Open



No matter what you’re having, bars, lounges and cafes will oblige, serving California wines, Bay spirits and local roasts with pride. Adventurous drinking is abetted by bartenders who continue gold rush traditions with potent drinks in vintage glassware. Craft is a given: bartenders brew bitters and baristas take foam art seriously.
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Cocktails

Tonight you’re gonna party like it’s 1899. You’ll recognize saloon historians by their hand-hewn ice and vast tiki drink menus – tropical drinks date back to SF’s early Pacific shipping-route days. Score happy-hour specials under $10, or splash out for gourmet concoctions with premium local hooch – look for St George gin, Spirit Works rye, Hangar One vodka and Emperor Norton absinthe.




Wine & Beer

To toast the good life, you don’t need to commit to a bottle or escape to Wine Country. Wine bars offer top-notch, cult California wines by the glass, and restaurants citywide showcase organically grown, sustainable and even biodynamic wines. SF’s first brewery was built before the city was, and craft beer is the pride of beer gardens and brewpubs – learn to brew your own at Workshop or SF Brewers’ Guild (www.sfbrewersguild.org).




Coffee

When SF couples break up, the thorniest issue is: who gets the cafe? San Franciscans are fiercely loyal to specific roasts and baristas – especially in the Mission, Hayes Valley and North Beach – and the majority of first dates meet on neutral coffee grounds.

When using free cafe wi-fi, remember: order something every hour, don’t leave laptops unattended and take phone calls outside.




Best Cocktails

Comstock Saloon Wild West saloon serving potent, period-perfect concoctions and dainty bar bites.

Trick Dog Ultimate theme bar switching up menus to match obsessions: murals, horoscopes, tattoos…

Smuggler’s Cove Get shipwrecked with expert bartenders mixing 1200 top-notch rums.

Alembic Drink your way to genius with clever cocktails crafted from 250 specialty spirits.

Bourbon & Branch Library speakeasy where barkeeps dispense encyclopedic cocktail knowhow.




Best Iconic Bars

Twin Peaks The first gay bar with street windows. (pictured)

Stookey’s Club Moderne Drink like a hard-boiled detective from a Dashiell Hammett noir-novel in this 1930s lounge.

Tonga Room Typhoons strike every 20 minutes inside the Fairmont Hotel’s tiki speakeasy.

Martuni’s Sing-alongs with martinis at SF’s classic gay piano bar.

Aub Zam Zam Find boho bliss at the Haight’s vintage Persian jazz bar.




Best Cafes

Caffe Trieste Epic Beat poetry and accordion jams since the ’50s.

Ritual Coffee Roasters Art and sociable seating in a cult roastery-cafe.

Sightglass Coffee This SoMa roastery serves small-batch roasts from family farms.

Andytown Coffee Ocean Beach days demand iced espresso cream combos.




Best for Beer

Zeitgeist Beer garden where bikers, bakers and bankers drink together since 1977.

Toronado Any day’s a holiday with this seasonal craft-beer selection.

Woods Outbound Out-there microbrews and oenobeer you’d never find in a can.
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Show Time



SF ranks among the top five US cities for the number of creative types per sq mile – and when they hit the stage, look out. Though there’s a world-famous orchestra, opera, jazz center, film festival and theater, the scene isn’t all about marquee names or sit-down shows: see cutting-edge music, drag and comedy for the price of a movie.
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Live Music

SF’s soundtrack isn’t a playlist – it’s live music, in world-renowned venues. Classical music isn’t background music – SF Classical Voice (www.sfcv.org) has performance dates.

Major jazz talents are in residence at SFJAZZ and marquee acts rock the Fillmore. But small venues are full of surprises: hip-hop stays funky at the Independent, punk’s not dead at Bottom of the Hill and indie launches at Brick & Mortar give you bragging rights when bands make it at Outside Lands Festival.




Theater & Drag

Angels in America got its wings at American Conservatory Theater. The next theatrical breakthrough may await at ACT’s Strand Theater, Fort Mason’s Magic Theatre and Brava Theater. Theatre Bay Area (www.theatrebayarea.org) lists shows at 100 companies, while SHN (www.shnsf.com) covers Broadway.

SF has done drag since before there was a downtown, and today official Drag Laureate D’Arcy Drollinger presides over legendary Oasis drag cabaret. Non-LGBTQ+ bars host drag DJs, bingo and brunch, and no one dares interrupt drag story hour at SF Main Library.




Cinema

Cinephiles adore vintage movie palaces like the Roxie, Castro, Balboa and Alamo Drafthouse. Beyond the SF International Film Festival, SF hosts LGBTQ+ Frameline, Asian American, Jewish and Arab film fests.




Dance Clubs

DJs set the tone at clubs, where the right groove gets everyone dancing. For cheaper entry, show up before 10pm or join the online guest list. You’ll usually only wait 15 minutes anywhere. SF doesn’t do VIP rooms, so if you want to find the action, check the back patio.




Best for Music

San Francisco Symphony Grammy-winning classical music with global talent and rock-star collabs. (pictured)

SFJAZZ Legends get the main hall swinging and upstarts riff in the lab.

San Francisco Opera Premieres classics and original works based on real-life divas.

Fillmore Psychedelic posters line this West Coast temple of rock and funk.

Great American Music Hall Bands bring their best to this ex-bordello.




Best for Comedy

Cobb’s Comedy Club Dare to sit within firing distance of HBO headliners.

Marsh Monologues and one-act wonders keep you on the edge of your seat.

BATS Improv You’ll never guess what’s next in freestyle shows – with improv, you could be next.




Best Dance Clubs

El Rio Get down in the Mission and flirt internationally in the backyard.

Club OMG All-gender club where the gays come out to play.

Cat Club Fab themed dance parties, from New Wave ’80s to go-go bondage.

440 Castro Bears, go-go boys and disco queens stomp the dance floor.

Madrone Art Bar Nudge art aside art: it’s a Prince/Michael dance-off.






LGBTQ+ San Francisco



It doesn’t matter where you’re from or who you love: if you’re here and queer, welcome home. San Francisco is America’s gayest city for 175 years and counting, and though some may call it the retirement home of the young – the sidewalks roll up early here – there’s nowhere easier to be out and proud, in excellent company.
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LGBTQ+ Nightlife

The intersection of 18th and Castro (pictured) is the gay world’s historic center, but dancing queens and nonbinary club kids hit SoMa’s clubs on weekends. Drag shows have been a staple since the gold rush, and you’ll find them at clubs citywide – especially in SoMa, the world’s first Leather & LGBTQ Cultural District and home to SF Drag Laureate D’Arcy Drollinger’s Oasis all-drag cabaret. In the Tenderloin’s history-making Transgender District, drag shows at Aunt Charlie’s have remained wholly unpredictable.

For more than 60 years, the Mission has been the jackpot at the end of the rainbow for lesbians, femmes, transwomen, bois, transdudes and nonbinary folx. Between Dolores Park protests and Women’s Building fundraisers, cut loose on the patio at Wild Side West, hit premieres at Brava Theater and Roxie Cinema, and flirt over drinks at Mother and Jolene’s.

Juanita More throws SF’s most euphoric dance parties, including BeatPig, Princess and disco galas for LGBTQ+ nonprofits. Comfort & Joy arts collective brings Radical Faerie energy to Burning Man, Castro’s neon-lit Glow street fair and other parties.




Best LGBTQ+ Dance Parties

Aunt Charlie’s Lounge Knock-down gender-bending shows and dance-floor freakiness.

El Rio World music, salsa, house, live bands and SF’s flirtiest patio.

Oasis Iconic drag cabaret venue does double duty with anything-goes rainbow disco.




Best Gay by Day

Dolores Park Sun and cityscapes on hillside ‘Gay Beach,’ plus political protests.

Baker Beach Only Baker Beach regulars know you can get goose bumps there.

Rainbow Honor Walk Follow the steps of LGBTQ+ trailblazers through the history-changing Castro.

Eagle Tavern At Sunday-afternoon beer busts, leather daddies, bears, off-duty police and politicians pack the patio.




Best Places to Stay

Hotel Castro ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-854-9029; www.thehotelcastro.com; 4230 18th St; $299-388; [image: icon-busgif]g22,33, [image: icon-tramgif]jF, [image: icon-metrogif]mK,L,M) Wake up inspired, amid guestroom photo-mosaics of Harvey Milk and other LGBTQ+ icons.

Parker Guest House ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-621-3222; www.parkerguesthouse.com; 520 Church St; d $249-289, with shared bath $209-249; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g33, [image: icon-metrogif]mJ) A grand gay getaway at this Edwardian estate, with two sunny yellow mansions linked by secret gardens.

Beck’s Motor Lodge ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-621-8212; www.becksmotorlodge.com; 2222 Market St; d $119-309; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-metrogif]mCastro St) The Castro’s original 1958 motel is clean and sharp, with roof deck and free parking.





LGBTQ+ Social Calendars

SF has two gay newspapers, plus a glossy nightlife mag.

Bay Area Reporter (www.ebar.com) Since 1971; news and events. San Francisco Bay Times (http://sfbaytimes.com) News and calendar listings. Gloss Magazine (www.glossmagazine.net) Nightlife and parties.





Responsible Travel



Positive, sustainable and feel-good experiences around the city.
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Shrink Your Footprint

AWear your walking shoes. San Francisco is only 7x7 miles, and the city’s best views are found strolling through parks, along beaches, up stairways, down piers and (oh yes) on 48 hilltops.

ABring your own reusable bag to keep SF green. SF was the first US city to ban disposable plastic bags, and requires stores to charge $0.25 for compostable or paper bags. These mandates have reduced waste from disposable bags by 70-90%.

ARenew, recycle, compost. Shed your excess baggage at vintage stores citywide (check website for buying hours), or donate to Mission nonprofit Community Thrift. For non-reusable items, blue bins are for recycling, green bins are for organic matter. SF piloted citywide composting in 2009; now California mandates it statewide.




Support Local

Feast at farmers markets. SF hosts 17 farmers markets, including the chef-legendary Ferry Plaza and the historic Alemany market. Neighborhood farmers’ markets brim with California-grown produce and local flavor, too.

Toast locally. How to choose between a cocktail concocted in SF 150 years ago, or one invented today? When in doubt, choose the one with Bay Area spirits: mmm, tastes like local pride. Ask what’s local and on tap at Zeitgeist and Toronado, and you may need to get more specific - try anything from SF’s own Fort Point or Woods Outbound.

Get only-in-SF souvenirs. Your new obsession awaits in SF’s art and design hotspots: art books at Park Life and Catherine Clark Gallery, artist-designed housewares at Open Editions and Museum of Craft and Design, handbound ‘zines at Needles & Pens and Bound Together Anarchist Book Collective, and the latest breakthrough Bay Area art at Minnesota St Project.




Give back

Share food, share love. Back in the ’60s, Black Panthers and Haight hippies distributed free food around the Bay – and now you can too. Volunteer to pack grocery bags on Saturdays at historic Haight Ashbury Food Program (www.thefoodprogram.org), or serve hot meals or make care packages at Glide Memorial.

Honor SF’s LGBTQ+ trailblazers. It’s taken 170+ years of SF protests, elections, and epic drag shows to establish safe spaces for the LGBTQ+ community to thrive here – and San Francisco’s not done yet. To support the ongoing work of providing health, legal and social services to the LGBTQ+ community, check out SF LGBT Center (www.sfcenter.org/resources).





Build Bridges

Golden Gate Bridge is the city’s symbol for a reason: San Francisco is the place to stretch your imagination and make unexpected connections. So go ahead: Entertain a new idea at City Lights, Exploratorium (pictured), SFMOMA, or any SF happy hour. This historic city of sanctuary welcomes all, and takes particular joy when people express their true selves – and you too will roar for more at the Oasis, Castro Theatre, and SF International Film Festival. Consider yourself invited to join a parade, a protest, or both. Pride and Lunar New Year are month-long celebrations here, and San Franciscans keep creative protest signs handy to march on City Hall year-round. One you’re sure to recognize: “We build bridges, not walls.”





Treasure Hunt



Those tricked-out dens, well-stocked spice racks and fabulous ensembles don’t just pull themselves together – San Franciscans scour the city for them. Eclectic originality is SF’s signature style, but consider the thrill of the hunt: while shopping you can watch fish theater, sample chocolate and trade fashion tips with drag icons.
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Opening Hours

Most stores are open daily from 11am to 5pm or 6pm, though some stay open later on weekends. Stores in the Mission and Haight tend to open later and keep erratic hours.




Adventures in Retail

Indie designers and vintage shops supply original style on SF’s most boutique-studded streets: Haight, Divisadero, Valencia, Hayes, Grant, Fillmore and Polk. For further adventures in alt-retail, don’t miss West Coast Craft (mid-June and mid-November; www.westcoastcraft.com) and Art Market San Francisco (last weekend in April; www.artmarketsf.com), both held at Fort Mason Center.




Sales Tax

Combined San Francisco city and California state sales taxes tack 8.625% onto the price of your purchase. This tax is not refundable.




Best Only-in-SF Shopping

City Lights Books If you can’t find nirvana in the Poetry Chair upstairs, try Lost Continents in the basement. (pictured)

826 Valencia Your friendly neighborhood pirate store and publishing house supports youth writing.

Bi-Rite Best selection of local artisan chocolates, cured meats and small-production wines.

Park Life Art, books, Aesthetics team T-shirts and design objects make SF seem gifted.

Apothecarium Wonderland of cannabis edibles to whet your California appetite.






Architecture



It’s not hard to get face to facade with SF’s Ohlone and Mexican heritage, Asian ancestry and California arts-and-crafts roots. But SF’s signature style is pure fantasy – between candy-colored Victorians and pagoda-roofed banquet halls, you’ll spot a Mayan Deco dentist office and a public bathhouse clad in glittering mosaics.
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Low-Key Fabulous

SF’s low-profile buildings are its highlights, with colorful Victorians that have survived quakes, fires and condo developments standing proud around Alamo Sq Park and Japantown, Haight, Mission and Castro. Streets are lined by Wild West stores, their squared-off rooflines as iconic as a cowboy’s hat.




Art-Deco SF

SF became a port city in the 1930s, introducing the ocean-liner look of the 1939 Streamline Moderne Aquatic Bathhouse and SF’s signature art-deco Golden Gate Bridge. Chinatown business leaders consulted Hearst Castle architect Julia Morgan to create a crowd-pleasing Deco style, with neon signs and Deco dragon streetlights illuminating brick buildings with tiled pagoda roofs.




Modern Skyline

In 1924 Timothy Pflueger built SF’s first skyscraper: the Gothic Deco, 26-story Pacific Telegraph Building. Today SF’s skyline is big on dramatic shapes like exclamation-mark Coit Tower, iconic Transamerica Pyramid (pictured) and tongue-shaped Salesforce Tower.




Best Low-Profile Landmarks

California Academy of Sciences The wildflower roof blends into Golden Gate Park.

de Young Museum James Turrell’s Skyspace hides in the garden.

Chinese Historical Society of America Chinatown’s former YWCA is Julia Morgan’s clinker-brick landmark.






Museums & Galleries



Most major museums are downtown, though Golden Gate Park is home to the de Young Museum and California Academy of Sciences. Galleries are clustered around the Mission and Dogpatch.
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Best Museums

SFMOMA Cutting-edge collections in a super-sized art museum.

Exploratorium Hands-on exhibits test scientific theories and blow minds.

De Young Museum Global art and craft masterworks showcase provocative ideas and enviable hand-eye coordination. (pictured)

Asian Art Museum Sightsee halfway across the globe, from Rajasthani miniatures to Chinese installation art.

Legion of Honor Contemporary art interacts with impressionist paintings, ancient Egyptian artifacts and 90,000 graphic artworks.




Best Art Scenes

Luggage Store Gallery This plucky nonprofit gallery invites street artists indoors on one of the Tenderloin’s toughest blocks.

Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts Dance, silk-screen protest posters, altars and stories.

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts Debate, celebrate and make together.

Minnesota Street Project Artist studios, galleries and arts nonprofits cover a city block.

Haight Street Art Center Rock stars and skate legends flock to blockbuster shows of screen-printed posters.

Institute of Contemporary Art San Francisco Immersive art shows cover a converted warehouse.


Immersive Art Is Everywhere

Art explodes from frames and jumps off pedestals. Murals and street performances flow from alleyways into galleries. There are no ropes to get in the way of immersive installations and interactive art.








Active San Francisco



San Franciscans love the outdoors, and their historic conservation efforts have protected acres of parks, beaches and woodlands for all to enjoy. This city lives for sunny days spent biking, skating, surfing and drifting on the Bay. Foggy days are spent browsing books, watching matinees, seeing art and shivering through Giants games.
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Fun in the Sun

On sunny weekends, SF is out admiring nature, jogging, kite-flying, golfing or cycling across the Golden Gate Bridge. Even on foggy days, don’t forget sunscreen: UV rays penetrate SF’s thin cloud cover.

Crissy Field has a 2.5-mile jogging track, and trails run 3 miles through Golden Gate Park from the Panhandle to Ocean Beach. The Presidio offers beaches, ocean breezes and Golden Gate Bridge views framed by eucalyptus trees.

The best beaches for walking, jogging and water sports are Ocean Beach, Crissy Field, Baker Beach, Aquatic Park and Crane Cove Park beach. Between the cold currents and riptides, most beachgoers only dip toes in these waters. Hardcore surfers and swimmers can rent wetsuits at Aqua Surf shop.

The San Francisco Bicycle Coalition (www.sfbike.org) produces the San Francisco Bike Map & Walking Guide, which outlines the Wiggle route from Market St through the Haight to Golden Gate Park, and shows how to avoid traffic and hills.




Best for Activities

Golden Gate Park Lawn-bowling, skating and cycling – especially on car-free Sundays.

Stow Lake Glide across the lake by paddleboat. (pictured)

City Kayak See SF’s reflection in the Bay at sunset, or catch a Giants game from the water.

Crissy Field Kitesurfing with a Golden Gate Bridge backdrop.






For Kids



San Francisco has the fewest kids per capita of any US city – as SPCA data reveals, San Franciscans actually have more dogs than children. Yet many locals make it their business to keep kids entertained – from Pixar animators to video-game designers – and every SF neighborhood offers activities and attractions for kids and teens.
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Best Joyrides

USS Pampanito Hop on the Powell-Hyde cable car to Fisherman’s Wharf and enter submarine stealth mode.

Maritime National Historical Park Climb aboard schooners and steamships.

Stow Lake Hire pedal boats and rowboats from the magnificent 1946 boathouse and enjoy paddleboating at the lake.




Best Creatures

California Academy of Sciences Chase butterflies through the rainforest dome, wave at penguins in the African Hall and squeal in the Eel Forest. (pictured)

Conservatory of Flowers Pee-eeww! Get a whiff of insect breath from carnivorous flowers.

Aquarium of the Bay Wave back at Pier 39 sea lions before braving the shark tunnel.




Best Playgrounds

Golden Gate Park Swings, monkey bars, play castles with slides, hillside slides and a vintage carousel, plus penguins, bison and pink Pacific octopus call the park home.

Presidio New log-playhouses, climbing structures and adventurous challenge courses.

Dolores Park Climbing structures, mini-Mayan pyramid and picnic tables.






Freebies



Living in San Francisco isn’t exactly cheap, but savvy travelers will find plenty of freebies here – including free concerts, museum free admission days, free outdoor movies in SF parks, and free festivals year-round. From summer through fall, San Francisco’s free spirits live their best lives at free events galore – and everyone’s invited.
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Free Concerts

In October, head to Hardly Strictly Bluegrass (pictured; www.hardlystrictlybluegrass.com) for free bluegrass at Golden Gate Park, with three days of concerts by 100-plus bands and seven stages.

Stern Grove Festival (www.sterngrove.org) is a series of free concerts at Golden Gate Park’s natural amphitheater, from Afrobeat jazz to SF Opera from June to August.

All the Bay Area’s a stage in August and September at the SF Shakespeare Festival (www.sfshakes.org), when actors perform the bard’s best for free in public parks.




Best Freebies

Fort Point No need for a postcard – the best Golden Gate Bridge vistas are free at Fort Point, Crissy Field and the Presidio.

Balmy Alley Free murals in the Mission.

Adobe Books Free poetry readings.

La Raza Skatepark It’s free to hang with skaters.

Ferry Building Graze on free samples downtown.

SFMOMA Check out the permanent collection for free.

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts See world-class contemporary art for free.




Best Free Events

Giants baseball Catch the action and join the party at the Embarcadero waterfront promenade behind left field.

First Tuesdays Many museums are free the first Tuesday of the month, including the de Young.








Four Perfect Days



Day 1

Hike to Coit Tower (pictured) for 360-degree vistas. Take scenic Filbert Street Steps to the Embarcadero, cross Fog Bridge and discover hidden superpowers in the Exploratorium.

Ferry to Alcatraz, taking in Golden Gate Bridge views. Hop the Powell-Mason cable car to North Beach to walk streets lined with pizzerias and boutiques and alleys named for poets, then cross poetry-inscribed Kerouac Alley to the Poetry Room at free-speech landmark City Lights Books.

Cackle at Cobb’s Comedy Club comics, and toast the wildest night in the west with pisco sours at Comstock Saloon or mai tais at Li Po.
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Day 2

Hop the N Judah to Golden Gate Park. See carnivorous plants digest insects at Conservatory of Flowers (pictured) and ground-breaking art at de Young. Follow butterflies through a rainforest at California Academy of Sciences, then find Zen in the Japanese Tea Garden.

Beachcomb Ocean Beach up to the Beach Chalet to see 1930s frescoes. Follow the Coastal Trail past Lands End for Golden Gate Bridge vistas and priceless works on paper at Legion of Honor.

Cap your outlandish day with a wild night at the Fillmore Auditorium, home to music legends.
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Day 3

Hit pagoda-topped Grant St for tea tastings and souvenirs, followed by historical revelations at the Chinese Historical Society of America. Then find your fortune at the Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Company.

Take the Powell-Hyde cable car (pictured) past zigzagging Lombard St to the Maritime National Historical Park. Save the world from Space Invaders at Musée Mécanique and bark back at sea lions at Pier 39.

Browse Hayes Valley boutiques before your concert at the SF Symphony or SFJAZZ Center, and toast your good fortune at Smuggler’s Cove.
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Day 4

Wander 24th St past mural-covered bodegas to Balmy Alley, where the Mission muralista movement began in the 1970s. Pause for pirate supplies at 826 Valencia before picnics in Dolores Park.

Spot Victorian ‘Painted Ladies’ around Alamo Square Park (pictured) and stroll the tree-lined Panhandle to Stanyan. Window-shop your way down hippie-historic Haight Street, past record stores and vintage emporiums.

Catch a show at the Deco-fabulous Castro Theatre. Club kids cruise over to 440 Castro, while straight-friendly crowds clink tiki drinks amid airplane wreckage at Last Rites.
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Need to Know

For detailed information, see Survival Guide



 



Currency

US dollar ($)




Language

English




Visas

USA Visa Waiver Program (VWP) allows nationals from 40 countries to enter the US without a visa.




Money

ATMs widely available; credit cards accepted at most hotels, stores and restaurants.




Cell Phones

Most US cell phones besides iPhone use CDMA, not European standard GSM.




Time

Pacific Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus eight hours)




Tipping

Add 15% to 25% to restaurant bills (check if already applied); $1 to $2 per bar drink; $1 per cafe drink; $2 per bag to porters; 15% or $1 per taxi.






Daily Budget


Budget: Less than $150

Hostel bed: $37–75

Food-truck fare: $5–15

Mission murals: free

Roxie Theater movie premiere: $14




Midrange: $150–350

Downtown hotel/home-share: $125–200

Ferry Building meal: $20–45

SFJAZZ Lab tickets: $30

Muni 1-Day Visitor Passport: $13




Top End: More than $350

Boutique hotel: $200–425

Chef’s tasting menu: $90–400

Oasis drag show tickets: $40

Opera orchestra seats: $80–250







Advance Planning

Two months before Make reservations at Benu, build stamina for Coit Tower climbs and Mission bar crawls.

Three weeks before Book Alcatraz tour, Chinatown History Tour or Precita Eyes Mission Mural Tour.

One week before Search for tickets to SFJAZZ, SF Symphony, SF Opera and Oasis drag shows.





Arriving in San Francisco


A San Francisco International Airport (SFO)

Fast rides to downtown SF on BART cost $10; ride-share $35 to $60; door-to-door shuttle $20 to $25; SamTrans express bus 398 to Transbay Terminal Center $2.50; or taxi $45 to $60.




A Oakland International Airport (OAK)

Catch BART from the airport to downtown SF ($11.40); take a shared shuttle for $40 to $60; or pay $40 to $80 for a ride-share or taxi to SF destinations.




L Emeryville Amtrak Station

Located outside Oakland, this depot serves West Coast and nationwide train routes; Amtrak runs free shuttles to/from San Francisco.





Getting Around

San Franciscans mostly walk, bike, ride Muni or ride-share instead of taking a car or cab.


J Cable Cars

Frequent, slow and scenic, from 6am to 12:30am daily. Single rides cost $8; for frequent use, get a Muni Passport ($13 per day).




J Muni Streetcar & Bus

Reasonably fast, but schedules vary by line; infrequent after 9pm. Fares are $3 cash, or $2.50 with a reloadable Clipper card.




L BART

High-speed transit to East Bay, Mission St, SF airport and Millbrae, where it connects with Caltrain.




K Taxi

Fares are about $3.50 per mile; meters start at $4.15.
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San Francisco Neighbourhoods


Golden Gate Bridge, the Presidio,  Marina & Wharf

Downtown, Civic Center & SoMa

Chinatown & North Beach

Japantown, Fillmore & Pacific Heights

The Mission

The Castro

The Haight & Hayes Valley

Golden Gate Park & the Avenues
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1Top Experience

Marvel at the Golden Gate Bridge

Chill Out at the Presidio

Stroll Through the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art

Sample SF Food at the Ferry Building

Explore Chinatown’s Alleyways

Grab a Panoramic View Atop Coit Tower

Take in as Many of 400-Plus Mission Murals as You Can

Follow LGBTQ+ Trailblazers on the Rainbow Honor Walk

Connect with the Summer of Love on Haight Street

Escape the Urban Throng at Golden Gate Park











Golden Gate Bridge, the Presidio, Marina & Wharf

After the 1906 quake, SF built a futuristic fairground along the swampy northern waterfront for the 1915 Expo. Locals established a social hub around Fort Mason and Presidio army bases. The 1989 quake damaged the Marina but the neighborhood reinvented itself again, turning army bases into playgrounds.
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The Short List

AGolden Gate Bridge Watch iconic Deco towers pierce the fog above, while sailboats drift below.

AThe Presidio Picnic in an ex-military post where nature is taking over, with Golden Gate views.

AExploratorium Discover weird science after hours over glow-in-the-dark cocktails.

AFort Mason Catch the next wave of San Francisco food, art and ideas at a WWII boatyard.

AFisherman’s Wharf Hang out with sea lions, sailors and Space Invaders on SF’s wild waterfront.




Getting There & Around

[image: icon-busgif]g Free PresidiGo Downtown bus connects Presidio Transit Center to Embarcadero BART and TransBay Terminal. South Hills PresidiGo connects Baker Beach and the Avenues; Muni 30 and 45 connect the Presidio and Marina with Chinatown and North Beach; 28 covers Fisherman’s Wharf.

[image: icon-cargif]u Try Crissy Field, Fort Mason or Presidio for street parking.






Top ExperienceMarvel at the Golden Gate Bridge



No other bridge puts on a show like this. On clear days, the Golden Gate Bridge glows ember-red against the blue sky – thanks to 28 daredevil painters, who scale towers 80 stories high to refresh its International Orange paint weekly. But don’t miss its late-afternoon magic act: one minute Deco towers balance atop the fog; a minute later, they’ve disappeared.
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map Google map

[image: icon-phonegif]%toll information 877-229-8655

www.goldengate.org

Hwy 101

northbound free, southbound $6.40-9.40

[image: icon-busgif]gall Golden Gate Transit buses






yTop Tips

AGolden Gate Bridge Welcome Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-426-5220; www.parksconservancy.org/services/golden-gate-bridge-welcome-center; Golden Gate Bridge toll plaza; [image: icon-busgif]gGolden Gate Transit) has displays on bridge builders and the inventions they tested.

ACity Guides ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-557-4266; www.sfcityguides.org; suggested donation $20) runs free bridge tours departing from the Joseph Strauss statue outside the welcome center; 11am Sunday and Thursday.

ADress warmly. Wear water-resistant outer layers to break the wind.




5Take a Break

Nothing hits the spot after brisk bridge walks like a hot drink at the Round House Cafe ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-603-0366; www.equatorcoffees.com/blogs/cafes/round-house; Golden Gate Bridge Plaza; [image: icon-busgif]gGolden Gate Transit).





Designing an Icon

Hard to imagine San Francisco without its signature art-deco landmark – but the Navy almost nixed this bridge design. The War Department owned the land flanking the bridge, and the navy wanted it built of solid concrete, painted dull gray with caution-yellow stripes. Luckily, architects Gertrude Comfort and Irving Morrow joined forces with engineer Joseph Strauss on a winning counter-proposal: a soaring yet sturdy suspension bridge, painted a color that ensured safety without blighting the landscape.




A Death-Defying Feat

Before military honchos could insist on an eyesore, workers dove into the treacherous Bay riptides to sink bridge foundations in 1933. Builders braved powerful currents and high winds daily for four years, and despite standard-setting safety measures – including a reinforced safety net that saved 19 workers who fell from bridge scaffolding – 11 builders lost their lives during construction. Today a plaque on the bridge’s southern entrance honors their courage and extraordinary achievement: a pioneering suspension bridge almost 2 miles long, with 746ft suspension towers.




Bridge Crossings

Ever since the bridge’s 1937 opening, the debate continues: east or west, which vista point is best? Cinema buffs say Hitchcock was right: seen from below at Fort Point, the bridge induces a thrilling case of Vertigo. Fog aficionados prefer Marin’s north-end Vista Point, watching gusts billow through bridge cables like dry ice at a Kiss concert. To see both sides of the great Golden Gate debate, walk the 1.7-mile span along the eastern sidewalk or bike the western sidewalk. To beat fast-moving fog back to SF, rent an e-bike or hop on a bus.







Top ExperienceChill Out at the Presidio



Spies, nudists, hidden art treasures and pets called Blinky and Stinky: SF’s best-kept secrets are revealed along the Presidio’s scenic hiking paths. But the top secrets on this retired US army base are the end-to-end Golden Gate Bridge views, once only glimpsed by resident officers and passing commuters – until nonprofit Presidio Trust turfed over military bunkers and highway tunnels, creating a panoramic public park.
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map Google map

[image: icon-phonegif]%415-561-4323

www.presidio.gov

[image: icon-hoursgif]hsunrise-sunset

[image: icon-parkgif]p

[image: icon-busgif]g28, 43






yTop Tips

ASecluded Baker Beach ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-561-4323; www.presidio.gov/places/baker-beach; [image: icon-parkgif]p; [image: icon-busgif]gPresidiGo) has views of the Golden Gate, plus nude sunbathing behind the rocks on the clothing-optional, no-photos north end. Picnickers stick to the sandy south end.

ABehind the golf clubhouse is Andy Goldsworthy’s 100ft Spire (www.presidio.gov/places/andy-goldsworthys-spire; admission free; [image: icon-busgif]gPresidiGo Presidio Hills), built in 2006 from 37 fallen Presidio cypress trees.

AFollow Ecology Trail from Spire for two more Goldsworthy earthworks, Tree Fall and Earth Wall, then wander Lover’s Lane to find his zigzagging Wood Line.




5Take a Break

Food trucks line up for Popup Presidio (www.presidiotunneltops.gov/visit/food; Presidio Parade Grounds; [image: icon-busgif]gPresidiGo) at the former Parade Grounds.





Back to Nature

SF’s most inspired picnic spot straddles a traffic jam. Thanks to a $118 million effort to reclaim unsightly concrete traffic bottlenecks as public green space, you can enjoy spectacular Golden Gate Bridge views on grassy lawns while commuters zoom underground. Kids race downhill to the Outpost’s reclaimed-cypress playhouses, and romantics converge on Tunnel Tops to watch sunsets over the Bay.

War is for the birds at Crissy Field ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-561-4700; www.nps.gov; 1199 East Beach; [image: icon-parkgif]p; [image: icon-busgif]g30, PresidiGo Shuttle), a military airstrip turned waterfront nature preserve (pictured). Joggers, hikers and strollers cover beachside trails, while sandpipers and wetsuited windsurfers brave chilly waters at East Beach. On foggy days, everyone flocks to certified-green Warming Hut ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-561-3042; www.parksconservancy.org/visit/eat/warming-hut.html; 983 Marine Dr; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]gPresidiGo shuttle) to warm up with fair-trade coffee while browsing wildlife books. Behind Crissy Field is the Pet Cemetery, where soldiers honor beloved pets.




Military Secrets, Revealed

Keeping a low profile on the southeast corner of Crissy Field is mysterious Building 640, a WWII spycraft school that’s now the Military Intelligence Service Historic Learning Center (www.njahs.org/building-640; 640 Mason St; [image: icon-busgif]gPresidiGo). Inside this drafty bunkhouse, Japanese American soldiers were trained for high-risk intelligence missions on WWII battlegrounds. Meanwhile, their families were incarcerated as supposed ‘enemy aliens’ in accordance with US Executive Order 9066. The Japanese American 442nd regiment became the most decorated unit in US history, and SF-based Japanese American Citizens League won major civil rights victories – triumphs captured here in riveting displays.







Walking TourThe Wild Side of Fisherman’s Wharf


Brace for an action-packed afternoon along San Francisco’s historic wharf. Today you’ll stare down sharks, take selfies with sea lions, hop a schooner and swap stories with sailors over spiked coffee. Yes, the Wharf can get touristy – its family-friendly attractions draw all-age crowds most weekends – but this walk reveals its wild side.


Walk Facts

Start Pier 39; F-Market streetcar

End Buena Vista Cafe; Powell-Hyde (Friedel Klussmann Memorial Turnaround)

Length 0.9 miles; two hours
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1Walk Underwater at Aquarium of the Bay

Walk into SF Bay without getting wet at Aquarium of the Bay ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-623-5300; www.aquariumofthebay.org; Pier 39; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g47, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mE, F). Glass tubes lead through shark tanks, river otters and real-life Little Mermaid moments with manta-ray ballets.



2Take Sea-Lion Selfies at Pier 39

Pier 39’s sea-lebrity sea lions ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-623-4734; www.pier39.com; cnr Beach St & the Embarcadero; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g47, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mE, F) are regulars from January to July. Keep your distance – sea lions can get territorial.



3Time Trip at Union Hall

Hexagonal Bill Chester Longshoremen’s Union Hall (400 North Point St; [image: icon-metrogif]mE, F) was named for SF’s 1930s Black union leader and site of the 1966 Trips Festival where novelist Ken Kesey spiked punch with government-issue LSD.



4Enter Stealth Mode

Explore 1943 submarine USS Pampanito ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-775-1943; www.maritime.org/pamphome.htm; Pier 45; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g30, 47, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Hyde, [image: icon-metrogif]mE, F) and hear stories of dives and torpedo battles with a self-guided audio tour.



5Get Your Game on at Musée Mécanique

Musée Mécanique ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-346-2000; www.museemecanique.com; Pier 45, Shed A; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g47, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, Powell-Hyde, [image: icon-metrogif]mE, F) is a converted boatshed with 300 vintage arcade games. Battle Space Invaders, start a Wild West brawl and get your fortune told, all for under a buck.



6Ship Out at Hyde St Pier

Fishers deliver hauls next to Maritime National Historic Park ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-447-5000; www.nps.gov/safr; 499 Jefferson St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g19, 30, 47, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Hyde, [image: icon-metrogif]mF) at Hyde St Pier. Board triple-masted 1895 schooner CA Thayer, 1907 steam-tugboat Hercules, 1890 steam-paddleboat Eureka and 1886 square-rigger Balclutha.



7Find Treasure at the Maritime Museum

Since 1878 Dolphin Club swimmers have braved Aquatic Park waters. Aquatic Bathhouse opened in 1939 for stinky sailors – today it’s a treasure of Deco mosaics, Maritime History Museum (Aquatic Park Bathhouse; www.maritime.org; 900 Beach St; admission free; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g19, 30, 47, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Hyde) shows, 1930s friezes by Black Californian sculptor Sargent Johnson and Beniamino Bufano’s sea-life sculptures.



8Drink Like a Sailor at Buena Vista Cafe

With 175 years of wharf history and gossip – you have enough seafaring stories to swap with fishers and stars over boozy Irish coffee at historic Buena Vista Cafe.
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1Top Experiences

Golden Gate BridgeA3

The PresidioC4




1Sights

1Fort Mason CenterG3

2Fort PointA3

3Cartoon Art MuseumH3

4Palace of Fine ArtsD4

5Walt Disney Family MuseumC4

6Wave OrganE3

7House of AirB4




5Eating

8Atelier CrennF5

Greens(see 1)

9Scoma’sH3

10AbacáH3

11Viva GoaE4

12DalidaC4

13KaiyoG5

14Dynamo Donut & CoffeeD4

Off the Grid(see 1)

15GIO GelatiF5

16Lucca DelicatessenF4




6Drinking

Interval Bar & Cafe(see 1)

17Buena Vista CafeH3




3Entertainment

Magic Theatre(see 1)

BATS Improv(see 1)




7Shopping

18ATYSF5

19Sports BasementC4

Flax Art & Design(see 1)

Anomie(see 18)











Sights


1Fort Mason Center ARTS CENTER

map Google map

San Francisco takes subversive glee in turning military installations into civilian playgrounds. Fort Mason was an embarkation point for WWII troops, but today its warehouses contain cultural centers, galleries, cutting-edge Magic Theater and BATS Improv comedy workshops. Waterfront Herbst Pavilion includes arts and craft fairs among its arsenal of events, while dockside nonprofit SF Camerawork (www.sfcamerawork.org; 2 Marina Blvd, Bldg A; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 28, 30, 43, 49) has showcased next-wave photographers since 1974. Ex-shipyards host farmers markets (9:30am to 1:30pm Sunday and Wednesday) and Off the Grid food trucks. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-345-7500; www.fortmason.org; cnr Marina Blvd & Laguna St; [image: icon-parkgif]p; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 28, 30, 43, 49)




1Fort Point HISTORIC SITE

map Google map

This triple-decker, brick-walled military fortress was completed in 1861, featuring 126 cannons to protect SF against certain invasion during the Civil War…or not, as it turned out. With not a single shot fired, Fort Point was quietly abandoned in 1900. Alfred Hitchcock made it famous in his 1956 film Vertigo – Kim Novak jumped into the Bay here. Now the fort showcases Civil War displays and panoramic viewing decks of Golden Gate Bridge’s underbelly. In winter, reserve spooky Saturday-night candlelight tours (www.parksconservancy.org/parks/fort-point). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-504-2334; www.nps.gov/fopo; Marine Dr; admission free; [image: icon-parkgif]p; [image: icon-busgif]g28)




1Cartoon Art Museum MUSEUM

map Google map

Founded on a grant from Bay Area cartoon legend Charles M Schultz of Peanuts fame, this museum showcases cartoon classics from Batman blockbusters to Calvin & Hobbes strips. But these curators aren’t afraid of the dark or serious subjects, either, showcasing Ukrainian political cartoons, Edward Gorey’s Goth monsters, feminist comics trailblazer Trina Robbins and George Takei’s graphic-novel memoir of Japanese American incarceration camps. Events are rare opportunities to mingle with comic legends, local Pixar Studios animators and obsessive comic collectors. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-227-8666; www.cartoonart.org; 781 Beach St; [image: icon-busgif]g19, 30, 49, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Hyde)




1Palace of Fine Arts MONUMENT

map Google map

Like many a fine romance, the Palace of Fine Arts was a folly that wasn’t expected to last. California arts-and-crafts architect Bernard Maybeck originally built this Greco-Roman ruin in plaster for the 1915 Panama-Pacific International Expo, but San Francisco decided to keep the Palace after the fair, and recast it in concrete. Join shy prom dates and shivering brides posing for photos under the Rotunda frieze, showing ‘art under attack by materialists, with idealists leaping to her rescue’ – a timeless sentiment. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-608-2220; www.palaceoffinearts.com; Palace Dr; [image: icon-busgif]g28, 30, 43)




1Walt Disney Family Museum MUSEUM

map Google map

Mouseketeers have taken over the Presidio’s 1890s military barracks. Adults raised on Disney will enjoy following the story of Walt Disney’s life through the main museum, from early animation cels to a scale model of Disneyland – but kids will find more history lessons than movie magic here, except for during blockbuster special exhibitions like Disney Cats and Dogs. Book ahead for inspiring workshops, from drawing fundamentals to writing the heroine’s journey; check online for discount tickets. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-345-6800; www.waltdisney.org; 104 Montgomery St; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g43, PresidiGo shuttle)




1Wave Organ PUBLIC ART

map Google map

Follow a trail past yacht-club docks along a jetty poking into the Bay, and you’ll discover an aural oddity: the Wave Organ. Eerie sounds wheeze from repurposed SF cemetery marble statues and PVC plumbing parts, ingeniously reconfigured into acoustic sculpture by Exploratorium artists Peter Richards and George Gonzalez. Depending on the waves, winds and tide, the installation sounds like humming from a cook in a noisy kitchen or spooky heavy breathing on a prank phone call. (www.exploratorium.edu/visit/wave-organ; Marina Small Craft Harbor jetty; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 30)



[image: jpg]
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1House of Air TRAMPOLINING

map Google map

Get airborne inside this converted Presidio airplane hangar, lined with 42 trampolines. After an hour bouncing off the walls at this trampoline park, even the most active kiddos will sleep like rocks. Kids aged 7+ get dedicated areas; adults get a cafe so they can keep up. To try aerial maneuvers, reserve time on Olympic training grounds. Book ahead for weekends. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-965-2470; www.houseofair.com; 926 Old Mason St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g28)




Hands-on Science at The Exploratorium

Can you stop time, sculpt fog or make sand sing? At the Exploratorium ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-528-4444; www.exploratorium.edu; Pier 15/17; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-metrogif]mE, F), you’ll discover superhuman abilities you never knew you had – and emerge from this hands-on science lab with a renewed sense of wonder.

Exploratorium designers have won MacArthur Genius grants for creating 600+ fascinating interactive exhibits, daring you to star in motion-capture animations, try on a static-electricity hairdo and send whispered messages to strangers across the room.

Their mind-bending scientific experiments are inspired by founder Frank Oppenheimer, a physicist who’d worked on the atom bomb but was blacklisted during the McCarthy era. He dedicated the rest of his life to promoting science in the public interest, teaching public school and founding the Exploratorium in 1969.

Today this 9-acre museum is truly immersive, covering a glass-walled pier jutting into San Francisco Bay – including outdoor exhibits that are free to explore, 24 hours a day. For date nights where anything could happen – scientifically speaking – don’t miss Exploratorium After Dark Thursdays, when 18+ crowds bond over eye-opening events and mad-scientist cocktails.






Eating


5Atelier Crenn FRENCH $$$

map Google map

Tonight’s menu arrives in the form of a poem, evoking California’s rich past and anticipating a sensational, sustainable future with artful pescatarian and vegetarian dishes.

The poet/chef/owner is James Beard Award–winning, triple-Michelin-starred Dominique Crenn, whose edible Californian dreamscapes are inspired by SF’s seafaring legends and her own Sonoma farmstead. Book two months ahead; for more spontaneous feasts, try next-door Bar Crenn. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-440-0460; www.ateliercrenn.com; 3127 Fillmore St; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 28, 30, 43)




5Greens VEGETARIAN, CALIFORNIAN $$

map Google map

Since 1979 Fort Mason’s ex-army mess hall (see here) has been commandeered by women star chefs, inventing flavor-bomb vegetarian dishes with organic ingredients from Buddhist Green Gulch Farm. Reserve ahead for bayfront tables with breathtaking Golden Gate Bridge views, savor bar bites with Buddha-hand-infused cocktails at reclaimed-redwood-stump tables, or get to-go cafe lunches to enjoy sitting on the docks of the bay. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-771-6222; www.facebook.com/greensrestaurant; 2 Marina Blvd, Bldg A, Fort Mason Center; [image: icon-veggif]v[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 28, 30, 43, 49)




5Scoma’s SEAFOOD $$$

map Google map

Watch fishing boats dock as you enjoy ‘pier-to-plate’ Cal-Italian classics – crisp Dungeness crab cakes, creamy shrimp Louie salads and San Francisco’s definitive cioppino (seafood stew). White-jacketed servers suggest award-winning wine pairings, but don’t skip SF’s finest Manhattan, barrel-aged for 1965 nights to honor Scoma’s 1965 opening. Pine-paneled walls feature signed photos of celebrity regulars; reserve ahead or wait your turn in the retro-cool lounge. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-771-4383; www.scomas.com; Pier 47; [image: icon-parkgif]p; [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Hyde, [image: icon-metrogif]mF)




5Abacá FILIPINO CALIFORNIAN $$

map Google map

Sunny, irresistible flavors and holiday vibes make diners one big pamilya (family), sharing creative soul food honoring San Francisco’s 150-year-old Filipino roots. Abacá serves SF’s most exciting brunch, including fried chicken and pandan waffles, avocado toast with sustainable smoked sturgeon on ube (purple yam) sourdough, plus passion-fruit mimosas. Bet you’ll be back for BBQ bar bites and seafood-studded pancit (noodles). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-486-0788; www.restaurantabaca.com; 2700 Jones St; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 28, 30, 39, [image: icon-tramgif]jF, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason)




5Viva Goa GOAN $

map Google map

Melt hearts and persistent Presidio fog with tangy, warming Goan xacuti coconut-poppy-seed curries and pillowy naan. Menu descriptions make dishes sound simple and straightforward, but these Indian coastal flavors are gorgeously complex: coconut-prawn curry finishes with a kokum kick, and crispy samosas pack extra umami with a hint of black salt. Upbeat service and NorCal wines and beer make meals into events. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-440-2600; www.vivagoaindiancuisine.com; 2420 Lombard St; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 28, 43)




5Dalida MEDITERRANEAN CALIFORNIAN $$

map Google map

Never mind the stunning Bay views outside this historic Presidio officer’s post – the aromas inside this swanky modern bistro will transport you to the Mediterranean. Chef/owners Laura and Solyat Ozylimaz harmonize Turkish, Greek, Armenian and Syrian influences like fine-dining diplomats in sumptuous yogurt-laced Aleppo roast chicken, Istanbul stuffed mussels and Cypriot lamb chops. Toast world peace with Evan Williams’ award-winning cocktails. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-237-1999; www.dalidasf.com; 101 Montgomery St, Suite 100, Main Post, Presidio; [image: icon-busgif]g28, 43)




5Kaiyo JAPANESE, PERUVIAN $$

map Google map

Fusion is more fun at this Nikkei (Japanese-Peruvian) bistro, where original pisco cocktails are inspired by anime characters and surf-and-turf gets adventurous with torched lomo steak rolls, passion-fruit-kissed Hokkaido scallop tiradito and aji amarillo–marinated Sonoma chicken antichucos (skewers). On weekends, linger over brunches of irresistible uni toast and togarashi-spiced bloody Marys, then return for upbeat happy hours (3:30pm to 5pm Friday to Sunday). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-525-4804; www.kaiyosf.com; 1838 Union St; [image: icon-busgif]g41, 45)




5Dynamo Donut & Coffee PASTRIES $

map Google map

Reward yourself for Crissy Field hikes with SF’s best doughnuts in sensational seasonal flavors: spiced chocolate in winter, orange fennel in spring, blueberry lavender in summer and carrot cake in fall.

Gluten-free options are available, and Proyecto Diaz coffee drinks are on point. Your furry sidekick deserves a reward too – doggy doughnuts are sugar-free, bacon-rich crunchy treats. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-920-1978; www.dynamodonut.com; 110 Yacht Rd; [image: icon-familygif]c[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 28)




5Off the Grid FOOD TRUCK $

map Google map

On Friday nights at Fort Mason, 25 to 30 food trucks and pop-ups converge at California’s largest mobile-gourmet hootenanny (see here). These weekly parties feature live music, original cocktails, California wines and foodies enjoying local favorites like Bini’s Kitchen momos (Nepalese dumplings), Señor Sisig’s Filipino-fusion adobo burritos and Oui Oui macarons.

Dress warmly and arrive early for the best selection and shorter waits. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-339-5888; www.offthegridsf.com; 2 Marina Blvd, Fort Mason Center; items [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 28, 30, 43, 49)




5GIO Gelati GELATO

map Google map

Gelato aficionado Guido left Italy to pursue his San Francisco start-up dream: reinventing Italian extra-creamy ice cream with California-grown fruit, dairy and nuts. Taste before you decide – seasonal dairy-free options are sleeper hits, especially blood orange and passion fruit — or go for a sumptuous pistachio and dark-chocolate combo. For a pick-me-up, get hazelnut affogato (espresso poured over gelato). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-867-1306; www.giogelati.com; 1998 Union St; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 43, 45)




5Lucca Delicatessen DELI $

map Google map

Leave picnics to the pros at Lucca, makers of Italian deli classics since 1929. Ambitious Presidio hikes call for the mighty meatball sandwich, foggy Crissy Field beach days demand hot homemade minestrone soup, and hot dates deserve the spicy-salami Calabrian sub with a rustic Chianti. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-921-7873; www.luccadeli.com; 2120 Chestnut St; [image: icon-busgif]g28, 30, 43)



[image: jpg]

Whale watching near the Golden Gate Bridge | JWEBB13/SHUTTERSTOCK ©




Drinking


6Interval Bar & Cafe BAR

map Google map

Lose track of time over aged Tom Collins or freshly roasted coffee at the Interval (see here), specifically designed to stimulate philosophical discussion. The bar-cafe doubles as HQ for nonprofit Long Now Foundation, dedicated to long-term thinking – hence Brian Eno’s fourth-dimensional digital artwork over the bar, the interdisciplinary library overhead and the sculptural prototype of a 10,000-year clock. (www.theinterval.org; 2 Marina Blvd, Bldg A, Fort Mason Center, [image: icon-busgif]g10, 22, 28, 30, 47, 49)




6Buena Vista Cafe BAR

map Google map

Take the edge off wharf fog with vintage goblets of bitter-creamy Irish coffee, introduced to America at this destination bar that has served sailors, cannery workers and Food Network regulars. That old Victorian floor creaks under carousers and families alike, served community-style at round tables overlooking the cable-car turnaround at Victoria Park. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-474-5044; www.thebuenavista.com; 2765 Hyde St; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g30, 45, 47, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Hyde)





Entertainment


3Magic Theater THEATER

map Google map

Talents are launched along the water’s edge at Magic Theater (see here), staging breakthrough works by provocative playwrights – including premieres of original commissioned works. Pushing boundaries since 1967, the Magic houses stunning new murals, artistic residencies for Campo Santo and Lorraine Hansberry Theatre, plus freeform jazz worship services for SF’s legendary St John Coltrane Church. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-441-8822; www.magictheatre.org; cnr Marina Blvd & Laguna St, Bldg D, 3rd fl, Fort Mason Center; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 28, 30, 43, 49)




3BATS Improv THEATER

map Google map

Think fast: Bay Area Theater Sports dares you to suggest plot twists for raucous improvised comedy shows at BATS Improv (see here) performed in a range of styles, from high-school musical to B-movie sci-fi to knock-off Shakespeare. Feeling brave? Take center stage at three-hour introductory improv workshops or specialty courses like Improv for Shy People. Book tickets and workshops online; classes fill quickly. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-474-6776; www.improv.org; cnr Marina Blvd & Laguna St, Bldg B, 3rd fl, Fort Mason Center; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 28, 30, 43)




The Bay by Boat

San Francisco’s hilltop vistas are glorious – but when the sun shines on the Bay, the city looks even more dazzling from a boat. Enjoy those sparkling waters with a clear conscience: all Bay ferries and tour boats run on renewable vegetable-based diesel fuel.


Bay cruises

The Red & White Fleet ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-673-2900; www.redandwhite.com; Pier 43½; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g47, [image: icon-metrogif]mE, F) 60- to 90-minute cruises depart Pier 43½ – sunset cruises rival rom-coms for boozy toasts and teary proposals. Blue & Gold Fleet ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-705-8200; www.blueandgoldfleet.com; Pier 41; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g47, [image: icon-metrogif]mE, F) also runs sunset cruises from Pier 39 – or for a bargain Bay getaway, hop its Sausalito ferry from Pier 41.




Sailboat tours

Drift across the Bay for 90-minute sails aboard the Adventure Cat ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-777-1630; www.adventurecat.com; Pier 39, Dock J; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g47, [image: icon-metrogif]mE, F), a catamaran with a trampoline between its hulls and a cozy cabin, complete with bar. Nighttime City Lights tours offer up-close views of Bay Bridge Lights, drifting along the Embarcadero.




Whale-watching tours

Cruise into the Pacific on daylong, naturalist-led Oceanic Society (map, E3; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-256-9604; www.oceanicsociety.org; 3950 Scott St; [image: icon-busgif]g30) expeditions to the Farallon Islands during peak whale-watching season (April to November), when massive blue-whale sightings are not a fluke. Reserve ahead and bring lunch.







Shopping


7ATYS HOMEWARES

map Google map

Like the lovechild of SFMOMA Museum Store and a Moscone Center start-up expo, this modern design store showcases artistic, technologically advanced household items – a Bluetooth speaker shaped like a songbird in a birdcage, movable San Francisco skyline wall decals, even a portable weather station (spoiler-alert: there will be fog). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-441-9220; www.atysdesign.com; 2149b Union St; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 41, 45)




7Sports Basement SPORTS & OUTDOORS

map Google map

This massive, 80,000-sq-ft ex-Army storehouse offers sporting goods galore to buy, rent or trade. Rent wetsuits here for Crissy Field Beach, camping gear for weekend escapes, or bikes to cross nearby Golden Gate Bridge.

Snap up name-brand sporting goods at closeout prices, or trade in your still-usable gear for SB Pre-loved Goods. (www.sportsbasement.com; 610 Old Mason St; [image: icon-busgif]g30, 43, PresidiGo Shuttle)




7Flax Art & Design DESIGN

map Google map

Your next artistic breakthrough awaits at SF’s most inspiring art-supply store (see here), which offers urban sketching workshops. Get moved to poetry by counters loaded with limited-edition pens, brushes and writing instruments, which you can try with artisan-made inks and papers.

If you wonder where SF drag artists and protest-sign-makers get their ideas, check out these vast selections of cardboard, glue and glitter. (www.flaxart.com; 2 Marina Blvd, Bldg D; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 28, 30, 43)




7Anomie FASHION & ACCESSORIES

map Google map

Upgrade from suitcase basics to SF style at this cool shop (see here) with modern, versatile fits by independent designers for all – including the adorably cool anoMINI kids’ selection. Look for local design collabs, limited-edition accessories, artisan jewelry and a killer sale rack. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-872-9943; www.shopanomie.com; 2149 Union St; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 41, 45)











Worth a TripTime Travel on Alcatraz



Your first step onto ‘the Rock’ seems to cue ominous music: dunh-dunh-dunnnnh! Inmates served extra-hard time at this island prison until the ’60s, when it closed – and Native American activists reoccupied it during an FBI standoff. Stop by Building 64 for Native history videos, then hike to the cellhouse for audio tours of lockup life. On the return ferry, those death-defying escape attempts make sense.

[image: jpg]

MINTIMAGES/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


[image: icon-boatgif]fAlcatraz City Cruises

www.alcatrazcruises.com

tours adult/child 5-11yr day $45.25/27.55, night $56.30/33, behind the scenes adult/child 12-17yr $101.30/97; ferries depart Pier 33 half-hourly 8:45am-3:50pm, night tours 5:55pm & 6:30pm






yTop Tips

ABook weeks ahead for day visits; a month ahead for night tours. For cellhouse twilight tours, book the night tour. For park ranger insights, take the Behind the Scenes tour (ages 12+) of tunnels, hidden passages and hospital cells closed to the public – tack on the night/day tour at no extra cost.

AAlcatraz can be blustery, cold and prone to sudden weather changes. Wear extra layers, long pants and a hat.

ATo beat the crowds, hop the day’s first or last boat to Alcatraz.




5Take a Break

Snacks are sold on the ferry only. Eating is only allowed on the ferry or at the dock. Bottled water is available.




oGetting There

The only way here is the Alcatraz Cruises ferry from Pier 33. Book an outgoing ferry a week ahead. Arrive early so you don’t miss it.





From Pelicans to Flappers

When Spanish lieutenant Juan Manuel de Ayala sailed past the 22-acre island he called Isla de Alcatraces (Isle of the Pelicans) in 1775, it seemed peaceful enough. But in 1859 Alcatraz became the first US West Coast fort, with a dungeon for Civil War deserters, insubordinates and conscientious objectors. Native Americans dubbed ‘unfriendly’ were held prisoner here – including 19 Hopi who refused to send their children to government boarding schools, where speaking Hopi and practicing their religion were punishable by beatings. By 1902 the four cellblocks of wooden cages were rotting, unsanitary and ill-equipped for the influx of US soldiers convicted of war crimes in the Philippines.

The army began building a new concrete military prison in 1909, but upkeep was expensive and the US soon had other things to worry about: WWI, financial ruin and flappers. In 1922, when the 18th Amendment to the Constitution declared selling liquor a crime, rebellious Jazz Agers weren’t about to quit drinking – and gangsters kept the booze flowing. Authorities were determined to make a public example of criminal ringleaders, and in 1934 the Federal Bureau of Prisons took over Alcatraz to showcase its crime-fighting efforts.




Prison Life

‘The Rock’ averaged only 264 inmates, but its roster read like an America’s Most Wanted list. A-list criminals doing time on Alcatraz included Chicago crime boss Al ‘Scarface’ Capone, dapper kidnapper George ‘Machine Gun’ Kelly, Harlem mafioso poet ‘Bumpy’ Johnson and Morton Sobell, the military contractor found guilty of Soviet espionage along with Julius and Ethel Rosenberg. First-person accounts of daily life in Alcatraz lockup are included on the award-winning self-guided cellhouse audio tour, covering mealtime rules (‘Do not exceed the ration. Do not waste food.’), censored library books (war yes, romance no) – and for rule-breakers, solitary confinement in cold, dark, 5ft-wide D-block cells.

Prisons were routinely segregated, but Black inmate Robert Lipscomb organized protests at Alcatraz demanding desegregation and equal treatment under US law. Prison officials called Lipscomb a ‘racial agitator,’ and punished him with solitary confinement in a lightless D-block cell. Lipscomb kept filing appeals until Alcatraz closed, 10 months before the 1964 Civil Rights Act passed.



[image: jpg]

Clarence Anglin’s cell | BENNY MARTY/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


Escaping Alcatraz

Take your headphones off for just a moment, and you’ll notice the sound of carefree city life traveling from across the water: this is the torment that made escaping into perilous riptides seem worth the risk. Alcatraz was touted as escape-proof, and 35 known escape attempts failed – but the Anglin brothers and Frank Morris made the single best attempt in 1962.

In Clarence Anglin’s cell, you can see the decoy dummy that fooled the guards, and the escape hatch carved with a spoon under the sink. The escapees squeezed through prison ventilation ducts to the roof, where they shimmied down pipes and launched escape rafts made of raincoats. Though shreds of their rafts were found, they were never seen again.

Frank Morris and the Anglin brothers may have escaped prison – but the socio-economic odds were never on their side, as the new Alcatraz exhibit ‘The Big Lockup: Mass Incarceration in America’ shows. Their stories echo those of many incarcerated Americans today: Morris was orphaned and in foster care when he was first jailed at age 13, and the Anglin brothers came from an impoverished rural family with 14 kids before they were imprisoned for robbing a bank with a toy gun. By the time of their Alcatraz escape, Morris and the Anglins had been serving theft sentences for decades, with no end in sight.

But even if their raft capsized, it took down Alcatraz with it. Less than a year after their escape attempt, Alcatraz upkeep and security was deemed too expensive, and the island prison was abandoned to the birds in 1963…or so it seemed.




‘Home of the Free Indian Land’

When the federal prison on Alcatraz closed in the 1960s, Native American leaders claimed sovereignty over the island, noting that Alcatraz had long been used by indigenous Ohlone as a spiritual retreat. But after years of negotiations, federal authorities refused their proposal to turn Alcatraz into a Native American study center.

On the eve of Thanksgiving 1969, 79 Native American activists calling themselves ‘Indians of All Tribes’ took over Alcatraz, proclaiming it ‘Home of the Free Indian Land’ – as the still-visible sign on the Alcatraz water tower says. From 1969 to 1971, several thousand Native Americans visited the occupied island, standing their ground against FBI raids for over 19 months.

By the time the FBI ousted the Indians of All Tribes, they’d won the battle for hearts and minds. Public support for what they called the Alcatraz Red Power Movement pressured President Richard Nixon to restore Native territory and strengthen self-rule for Native nations.

Today 1.5 million visitors annually arrive at Alcatraz ferry docks near Building 64, where riveting videos honor the island’s indigenous history, and Native leaders organize public events. Since 1975 the International Indian Treaty Council has celebrated Indigenous People’s Day on the US Thanksgiving holiday, with a sunrise ‘Un-Thanksgiving’ ceremony on Alcatraz.









Downtown, Civic Center & SoMa

Luring San Franciscans downtown after work takes a happening club, dazzling museum show, killer cocktail or sumptuous feast – luckily, there’s plenty to choose from. After 175 years of entertaining through earthquakes and pandemics, downtown arts venues have something for everyone – iconic drag, immersive museums, Grammy-winning symphonies or kinky street fairs in SF’s Leather & LGBTQ+ Cultural District.

[image: jpg]

View of Transamerica Pyramid from Pier 7 | SUSANNE POMMER/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


The Short List

ASan Francisco Museum of Modern Art Get lost in mesmerizing installation art.

AFerry Building Graze the NorCal food scene by the shimmering bay.

ALeather & LGBTQ+ Cultural District Celebrate fabulous SF freedom and legendary drag.

AAsian Art Museum Smile back at a 3000-year-old bronze rhino amid priceless treasures.

ASan Francisco Symphony See classic music reinvented by Esa-Pekka Salonen and Grammy-winning global talents.




Getting There & Around

Streetcar Historic F-Market streetcars run along Market St, as does BART.

[image: icon-busgif]g Buses 2, 5, 6, 7, 14, 19, 21, 27, 30, 31, 38, 41 and 45 serve downtown and/or SoMa.

[image: icon-metrogif]m Metro lines run under Market St. T runs from Chinatown to SoMa, CalTrain and Dogpatch.







Top ExperienceStroll Through the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art



Boggle your mind at SFMOMA, where masterworks sprawl over seven floors of galleries. Take on SFMOMA’s collections from the top, jumping into 7th-floor immersive installations, posing with Elvis in 5th-floor pop art, meditating in the serene Agnes Martin room with 4th-floor minimalists and spotting iconic images in the world-renowned 3rd-floor photography collection.

[image: jpg]
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map Google map

www.sfmoma.org

151 3rd St

adult/19-24yr/under 18yr $25/19/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Fri-Tue, 1-8pm Thu

[image: icon-busgif]g5, 6, 7, 14, 19, 21, 31, 38 [image: icon-metrogif]mMontgomery [image: icon-bartgif]ZMontgomery






yTop Tips

ASFMOMA has generous freebies. Under 18s get free admission and can bring four adults for free on family days (check online). Some major artworks are free, including lobby installations, atrium art, 2nd-floor murals and galleries (book free tickets online).

AYou could spend months scouring SF for original gifts, artisan jewelry, art prints, designer toys and limited-edition art books – or just head to the museum store for a huge selection.

AEnjoy 19,000 plants covering the largest living wall in the US on the 3rd-floor terrace.




5Take a Break

Stop by the 5th-floor roof terrace cafe (11:30am to 4pm Friday to Monday) for tasty snacks and a beverage in the sculpture garden – after an iced espresso martini, you may start to love those rusty Richard Serra monoliths.





Bold Beginnings

From its start in 1935, SFMOMA was a visionary early investor in then-emerging art forms including photography, murals, installations and performance art. Head to the 2nd floor to see how SFMOMA began, with colorful characters worthy of SF by Paul Klee, Georgia O’Keefe, Henri Matisse and Sargent Johnson. The breakout stars of SFMOMA’s original collection of modern paintings are masterworks by fearless surrealist Frida Kahlo and radical muralist Diego Rivera –just seeing the 1931 wedding portrait Frida Kahlo painted of herself with Diego is worth the admission.




Expanding Horizons

SFMOMA continues to push boundaries instead of catering to trends, building collections around breakthrough shows by true Californian originals: Jim Campbell’s ghostly dancing digital art, Kara Walker’s history-changing monumental friezes, Mathew Barney’s tense, Vaseline-smeared performance videos and Susan Kare’s original designs of Apple icons, including the dreaded bomb.

But wait, there’s more: the recent donation of iconic pop art, abstract expressionism and contemporary masterpieces from the Fisher family (San Francisco founders of the Gap) tripled the museum’s collections. To make room, Snøhetta architects added ship-shape galleries around the original Mario Botta–designed building, with its central oculus that looks like a periscope. The museum now looks like what it actually is: a futurist submarine headed deep into the unknown. Expect a wild ride.







Top ExperienceSample SF Food at the Ferry Building



Global food trends start in San Francisco. To sample tomorrow’s menu today, just wander through the city’s monument to trailblazing, sustainable food. Outside, the Ferry Building is a trans-bay transit hub. But inside, urban-legendary food kiosks supply moveable feasts: Hog Island oysters, Reems sourdough flatbread, Tsar Nicolai sustainable caviar, Humphrey Slocombe Rosé All Day ice cream. Come hungry.

[image: jpg]

LYNN YEH/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


map Google map

www.ferrybuildingmarketplace.com

cnr Market St & the Embarcadero; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-8pm; vendor hours vary

[image: icon-busgif]g2, 6, 9, 14, 21, 31 [image: icon-metrogif]mEmbarcadero [image: icon-bartgif]ZEmbarcadero






yTop Tips

ANothing tops a Ferry Building lunch like a ferry ride to Tiburon or Sausalito for a waterfront stroll.

ASteps from Ferry Plaza are romantic views along pedestrian Pier 14. Watch Bay Bridge lights twinkle in the water at dusk – the next proposal here could be yours.

AJoin San Franciscans biking, jogging and strolling the Embarcadero waterfront promenade south to Giants Stadium.




5Take a Break

For sit-down meals, book Boulibar ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-399-1155; www.bouletteslarder.com) for pizza – or line up for shucked-to-order Hog Island oysters ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-391-7117; www.hogislandoysters.com; both 1 Ferry Bldg, cnr Market St & the Embarcadero; [image: icon-busgif]g2, 6, 9, 14, 21, 31, [image: icon-metrogif]mEmbarcadero, [image: icon-bartgif]ZEmbarcadero).





Boatloads of Flavor

Since 1898 boats have launched from Ferry Building terminal docks – but it took another century to launch its second career as a gourmet hub. When the Bay Bridge opened to car traffic, the Ferry Building was eclipsed. An overhead freeway was built along the Embarcadero, turning the Ferry Building black with exhaust fumes. Only after the freeway overpass was damaged in the 1989 earthquake did city planners realize this place had potential – plus bay views for days.

Today San Francisco commuters are once again embracing the slow, scenic route, opting for Golden Gate Ferry ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-455-2000; www.goldengate.org/ferry/schedules-maps) cruises instead of bridge traffic. Join leisurely local crowds waiting out rush hour at Fort Point Beer, Ferry Plaza Wine Merchant and Red Bay Coffee kiosks – and stick around for truly monumental meals.




Ferry Plaza Farmers Market

SF’s professional chefs and semi-professional eaters mingle at Ferry Plaza Farmers Market ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-291-3276; www.foodwise.org; cnr Market St & the Embarcadero; [image: icon-veggif]v[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g2, 6, 9, 14, 21, 31, [image: icon-metrogif]mEmbarcadero, [image: icon-bartgif]ZEmbarcadero), where purveyors of local organic produce, pasture-raised meats and gourmet foods draw 40,000 foodies weekly. The Saturday-morning farmers market has 100+ vendors and and the best people-watching – arrive early if you’re shopping, before those pesky Top Chef contestants snap up the best finds.

While San Franciscans sometimes grumble that prices are higher here than other city markets, you won’t be complaining with your mouth full of seasonal, sustainable, handmade gourmet treats. Assemble eclectic eats – top picks include Roli Roti chicken, Rize Up purple ube sourdough, Dirty Girl heirloom tomatoes, Namu kimchi okonomiyaki and Frog Hollow fruit turnovers – for a peak picnic by the bay.






[image: jpg]



1Top Experiences

San Francisco Museum of Modern ArtE3

Ferry BuildingH3




1Sights

1Asian Art MuseumB2

2Contemporary Jewish MuseumE3

3Museum of the African DiasporaE3

4Luggage Store GalleryC3

5Transamerica Pyramid & Redwood ParkG1

6San Francisco Murals at Rincon Post OfficeH3




5Eating

7BenuF4

8RoohF5

9Liholiho Yacht ClubD1

10BoulevardH3

11CotognaG1

12Saigon Sandwich ShopB2




6Drinking

13Stookey’s Club Moderne

14Bourbon & BranchD2

15Cat ClubB4

16Zombie VillageD2

17Rickshaw StopA2

18Pacific Cocktail HavenE2

19Local EditionE3

20Sightglass CoffeeC4




3Entertainment

21San Francisco SymphonyA2

22OasisA4

23San Francisco OperaA2

24American Conservatory TheaterD2

25Great American Music HallC1

26Yerba Buena Center for the ArtsE3




7Shopping

27William Stout Architectural BooksG1

28Barbary Coast DispensaryD3

29Britex FabricsE2

30Mr S LeatherB4

31Levi’s Flagship StoreE3











Sights


1Asian Art Museum MUSEUM

map Google map

Imaginations stretch across three floors spanning 6000 years of Asian art, from palace-intrigue Indian miniatures to meditative Tibetan mandalas, with stops to admire iridescent Iranian tiles, an entire Japanese minimalist teahouse and Reina, the adorable 3000-year-old Chinese bronze rhinoceros. Besides the largest collection of Asian art outside Asia –18,000+ works – the museum offers excellent all-ages programs, from shadow-puppet shows to DJ mixers.

Ground-floor galleries host contemporary shows, from Kolkata-based Jayashree Chakravarty’s maps of personal space to San Francisco’s own Zen modernist painter Bernice Bing. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-581-3500; www.asianart.org; 200 Larkin St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-metrogif]mCivic Center, [image: icon-bartgif]ZCivic Center)




1Contemporary Jewish Museum MUSEUM

map Google map

Enter the blue-steel box miraculously balancing on one corner, and your ideas about art and religion may be totally upended. Original CJM shows offer fresh perspectives on Jewish art, history and ideas, from Rube Goldberg’s mysterious machines to Jay Blakesberg’s iconic SF rock-concert photos. Architect Daniel Libeskind repurposed a 1907 brick power station into this cutting-edge museum, adding blue-steel elements to form the Hebrew word l’chaim (life). True to form, exciting CJM events and contemporary-art commissions bring this museum to life. (CJM; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-655-7856; www.thecjm.org; 736 Mission St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 30, 45, [image: icon-bartgif]ZMontgomery, [image: icon-metrogif]mMontgomery)




1Museum of the African Diaspora MUSEUM

map Google map

Take your own personal journey through epic stories of diaspora, told through Black art. Get grounded with a moving video of slave narratives featuring Maya Angelou, and emerge into exhibits celebrating contemporary Black art and culture – from Kwame Brathwaite’s uplifting 1960s Black Is Beautiful photography to Ramekon O’Arwister’s found-object totems of Black queer culture.

Meet and co-create with Bay Area creatives at MoAD’s poetry slams, art workshops, dance programs and African Diaspora Film Club screenings – and book ahead for Diaspora Dinners featuring megastar chefs. (MoAD; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-358-7200; www.moadsf.org; 685 Mission St; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 30, 45, [image: icon-metrogif]mMontgomery, [image: icon-bartgif]ZMontgomery)




1Luggage Store Gallery GALLERY

map Google map

Like a dandelion pushing through sidewalk cracks, this plucky nonprofit gallery has brought signs of life to one of the Tenderloin’s toughest blocks for two decades. Find the graffitied door and climb to the 2nd-floor gallery, which rises above the street without losing sight of it. By giving SF street artists this gallery platform, the Luggage Store helped launch graffiti-art star Barry McGee, muralist Rigo and street photographer Cheryl Dunn – while also converting notorious, drug-plagued Cohen Alley into mural-covered, community-centered Tenderloin National Forest. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-255-5971; www.luggagestoregallerysf.org; 1007 Market St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 9, 21, [image: icon-metrogif]mCivic Center, [image: icon-bartgif]ZCivic Center)




1Transamerica Pyramid & Redwood Park NOTABLE BUILDING

map Google map

The defining feature of San Francisco’s skyline is this 1972 pyramid, built atop a whaling ship abandoned in the gold rush. Now history is repeating: the bank built atop the whaler folded and the pyramid sold to investors, banking on a new sky bar to attract visitors. Below the pyramid, a half-acre redwood grove sprouted from the ruins of Mark Twain’s favorite saloon. Although redwoods have shallow roots, they intertwine to hold their ground and reach dizzying heights – a perfect metaphor for San Francisco. (www.transamericapyramid.com; 600 Montgomery St; [image: icon-metrogif]mEmbarcadero, [image: icon-bartgif]ZEmbarcadero)



[image: jpg]

Transamerica Pyramid | V_E/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


1San Francisco Murals at Rincon Post Office PUBLIC ART

map Google map

Freewheeling San Francisco comes alive in Rincon Post Office murals, from gold-rush bordellos to ruthless railroad barons. Russian-born painter Anton Refregier began these striking murals in 1941, but McCarthyist censors demanded 92 alterations to tone down SF’s colorful history. Refregier got the last word, dedicating his final 1948 mural to artistic freedom – pointedly contrasting Nazi book-burning scenes with American postwar promises of ‘freedom from fear/want/of worship/speech.’ Refregier’s masterpiece is now a National Landmark, while McCarthy’s House Un-American Activities Committee ended in a riot in San Francisco City Hall. (101 Spear St; [image: icon-busgif]g2, 6, 7, 14, 21, 31, [image: icon-metrogif]mEmbarcadero, [image: icon-bartgif]ZEmbarcadero)




Timothy Pflueger’s Jawdropping Skyscrapers

When a downtown skyscraper makes you stop, stare and crane your neck, it’s probably Timothy Pflueger’s fault. San Francisco’s prolifically fanciful architect was responsible for downtown’s most jaw-dropping buildings from 1925 to 1948, in styles ranging from opulent art deco to monumental minimalism. Movie buffs and architecture aficionados will want to hop the F line to catch a movie in Pflueger’s 1922 palatial Mexican-baroque Castro Theatre, then take BART to Oakland to see how his 1931 glittering mosaic Deco Paramount Theatre inspired Wizard of Oz Emerald City sets. But first, stop and stare at these Pflueger masterpieces downtown.

Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Company Building (140 New Montgomery St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, [image: icon-bartgif]ZMontgomery, [image: icon-metrogif]mMontgomery) Recently renovated and gilt to the hilt indoors, this 1925 building made Pflueger’s reputation with its black-marble deco lobby and soaring, streamlined shape. Winston Churchill made his first transatlantic telephone call here in 1929, but ironically the tower now seems to interfere with cell-phone coverage. Notice the cable-like lines running right up the building, past stylized telegraph insulators to fierce stone eagles.

450 Sutter St (map, E2; 450 Sutter St; [image: icon-busgif]g38, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, Powell-Hyde) A 26-story deco dental building fit for the gods, this 1929 Mayan-revival stone skyscraper has a lobby covered floor to ceiling with cast-bronze snakes representing healing, grimacing figures apparently in need of dentistry, and panels covered with mystifying glyphs – early insurance forms, perhaps? With glowing inverted-pyramid lights, this landmark makes getting a cavity filled seem like a spiritual experience.

I Magnin Building (cnr Stockton & Geary Sts; [image: icon-busgif]g38, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, Powell-Hyde) When Timothy Pflueger’s radical design was revealed on Union Sq in 1948, SF society was shocked: San Francisco’s flagship clothing store appeared completely naked. Stripped of deco adornment, Pflueger’s avant-garde white-marble plinth caused consternation – until Christian Dior himself pronounced it ‘magnifique.’ Pflueger’s daring building remains Union Sq’s most timeless fashion statement, and was his final work before his untimely death of a heart attack at 54. His legacy includes a dozen other Bay Area landmarks, including the Bay Bridge, plus the arts institution he co-founded: the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.






Eating


5Benu CALIFORNIAN, FUSION $$$

map Google map

Just behind SFMOMA, chef Corey Lee crafts exquisite dishes that look like minimalist masterpieces and pack monumental pan-Pacific flavor – a world-class dining experience that unfolds over three hours, followed by a lifetime of nostalgia and impossible cravings for pork cheek with persimmon kimchi and meju (fermented soybeans). Dinner is an investment, with an added 20% service fee shared among staff – but your taste buds will thank you. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-685-4860; www.benusf.com; 22 Hawthorne St; [image: icon-busgif]g10, 12, 14, 30, 45)




5Rooh INDIAN $$

map Google map

Gorgeous flavors dance across your tongue in perfectly composed progressive Indian dishes – tandoori artichoke, dahi puri with avocado-yogurt mousse, Madras curry short ribs – with upbeat service and warm, inviting atmosphere. Rooh founder Anu Bhambri left her high-powered Microsoft gig to lure SoMa start-uppers away from their codebases, with cocktails highlighting Ayurvedic flavor profiles – get the sour lychee fizz or pungent, saffron-spiked mango tango. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-525-5174; www.roohrestaurants.com; 333 Brannan St; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]jN, T)




5Liholiho Yacht Club HAWAIIAN, CALIFORNIAN $$

map Google map

Who needs yachts to be happy? Aloha is the secret ingredient in Liholiho’s colorful, artfully casual dishes, meant for sharing with friends you’d offer the last bite of shrimp-crusted Petrale sole and rendang curry NorCal lamb. Pair gleefully creative dishes with distilled-sunshine cocktails. Reservations are tricky; arrive before 5pm or after 8pm for bar dining. Automatic 20% service fee is shared among staff. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-440-5446; www.lycsf.com; 871 Sutter St; [image: icon-busgif]g2, 3, 27, 38, [image: icon-tramgif]jCalifornia)




5Boulevard CALIFORNIAN $$$

map Google map

Inside the gracious 1889 belle-epoque Audiffred Building, James Beard Award–winning chef Nancy Oakes celebrates timeless good taste. Dates and deals are made over multi-course feasts featuring reliably delectable, effortlessly elegant dishes – get juicy wood-oven-roasted Berkshire pork chops or crisp California quail – plus nostalgia-inducing cakes, inspired wine pairings and SF’s best service. An à-la-carte menu is available in the bar and chef’s counter. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-543-6084; www.boulevardrestaurant.com; 1 Mission St; [image: icon-metrogif]mEmbarcadero, [image: icon-bartgif]ZEmbarcadero)




5Cotogna ITALIAN $$

map Google map

Chef-owner Michael Tusk racks up James Beard Awards for gracefully performing a tricky Italian balancing act: he strikes ideal proportions among a few pristine flavors in rustic pastas, wood-fired pizzas and salt-crusted branzino. Come hungry to take on a four-course regional menu ($90), and trust servers to recommend Italian wines by the glass. Reserve ahead or try late-lunch/early-dinner walk-ins. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-775-8508; www.cotognasf.com; 490 Pacific Ave; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g10, 12)




5Saigon Sandwich Shop VIETNAMESE $

map Google map

Don’t get distracted by Tenderloin street scenes while you wait – be ready to order your banh mi (Vietnamese sandwiches) when the Saigon boss ladies call ‘Next!’ or you’ll get skipped. Act fast and be rewarded with a baguette piled high with your choice of roast pork, chicken, pâté, meatballs or tofu, plus pickled carrots, cilantro, jalapeño and thinly sliced onion. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-474-5698; 560 Larkin St; [image: icon-busgif]g19, 31)





Drinking


6Stookey’s Club Moderne COCKTAIL BAR

map Google map

Dangerous dames and dapper dudes down potent hooch at this art-deco bar straight out of a Dashiell Hammett thriller. Chrome-lined 1930s Streamline Moderne decor sets the scene for intrigue, and wisecracking white-jacketed bartenders shake the stiffest Corpse Reviver cocktails in town.

Arrive early to find room on the hat rack for your fedora, especially on live jazz nights. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-771-9695; www.stookeysclubmoderne.com; 895 Bush St; [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, Powell-Hyde)




6Bourbon & Branch BAR

map Google map

‘Don’t even think of asking for a cosmo’ reads the House Rules at this Prohibition-era speakeasy, recognizable by its delightfully misleading Anti-Saloon League sign. For award-winning cocktails in the liquored-up library, whisper the password (‘books’) at the O’Farrell entrance. Reservations are required for front-room booths and Wilson & Wilson Detective Agency, the noir-themed speakeasy-within-a-speakeasy (password supplied with reservations). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-346-1735; www.bourbonandbranch.com; 501 Jones St; [image: icon-busgif]g27, 38)




6Cat Club CLUB

map Google map

You never really know your friends till you’ve seen them belt A-ha’s ‘Take on Me’ at Class of ’84, Cat Club’s Thursday-night retro dance party, where the euphoric bi/straight/gay/undefinable scene seems like an outtake from a long-lost John Hughes art-school rom-com. Wednesdays bring leather daddies, Fridays are Goth-rock central, and Saturdays everyone throws down to New Wave and Bootie power-pop mashups. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-703-8965; www.sfcatclub.com; 1190 Folsom St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 19, 27, 47, [image: icon-metrogif]mCivic Center, [image: icon-bartgif]ZCivic Center)




6Zombie Village COCKTAIL BAR

map Google map

Roaring back from the dead, this reincarnation of a 1942 Oakland zombie tiki bar is irresistable. Step off gritty Tenderloin streets into a nocturnal island paradise, where stars twinkle over thatched huts – but danger beckons at the skull-lined bar serving rum drinks so potent, some are lit on fire. Authentically inauthentic carvings by renowned tiki artists set the scene for drinks inspired by historic Bay Area shipping-route cocktails. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-474-2284; www.thezombievillage.com; 441 Jones St; [image: icon-busgif]g27, 38)




6Rickshaw Stop CLUB

map Google map

Beats won’t quit at this rainbow-spectrum black-box club in a former TV studio. Regular events include PopScene indie-artist showcases (ages 18+) and house parties galore, from anime future funk nights to bi/pan/trans mashup dance parties – plus the odd emo night or pun-off tournament. Doors usually open at 9pm and main acts kick off around 10pm; weekend events rage until 2am. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-861-2011; www.rickshawstop.com; 155 Fell St; [image: icon-busgif]g21, 47, 49, [image: icon-metrogif]mVan Ness)




Top Five Guided Tours

AEmperor Norton’s Fantastic Time Machine ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-548-1710; www.sftimemachine.com; [image: icon-busgif]g30, 38, [image: icon-bartgif]ZPowell St, [image: icon-metrogif]mPowell St, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, Powell-Hyde) San Francisco finally invented time-travel contraptions! They’re called shoes – just put them on and follow SF’s self-appointed Emperor Norton (aka historian Joseph Amster) across 2 miles of the most dastardly, scheming, uplifting and urban-legendary terrain on Earth…or at least west of Berkeley.

ADandyhorse SF Bike Tours (map, B4; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-890-2453; www.sfbiketours.com; 33 Gordon St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 19, 27, 47) Discover San Francisco’s hidden highlights on an e-bike, dodging the hills and braking for freshly roasted coffee like a local. Adventures begin in SoMa, looping through the Haight, Golden Gate Park, Presidio, Golden Gate Bridge and back.

APublic Library City Guides Volunteer San Francisco historians are keeping the city’s legends alive, leading 1½- to two-hour nonprofit walking tours covering iconic locations and San Francisco obsessions: Gold Rush City, Castro Tales, Victorian SF, Downtown Deco, Russian Hill Stairways and more. Book ahead for the popular Devil’s Playground tour, covering notorious nightlife hot spots that made and ruined reputations – and changed history.

ACity Kayak Tours (map, G6; [image: icon-phonegif]%888-966-0953, 415-294-1050; www.citykayak.com; Pier 40, South Beach Harbor; kayak & SUP 1hr rental [image: icon-busgif]g30, 45, [image: icon-metrogif]mN, T) Paddle past the Bay Bridge to admire SF’s reflection in the water, or catch Giants games around McCovey Cove – 100 kayakers have caught a ‘splash ball’ here. Sporty romantics: moonrise and fireworks tours are ideal for proposals.

ATenderloin Museum Walking Tours (map, C2; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-351-1912; www.tenderloinmuseum.org/tours; 398 Eddy St; [image: icon-bartgif]ZPowell, [image: icon-metrogif]mPowell, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, Powell-Hyde) Resident Tenderloin Museum historians lead intrepid visitors past historic sites where Muhammad Ali boxed, Miles Davis recorded and LGBTQ+ activists fought for their right to be served in cafeterias – and established America’s first Transgender Historic District.




6Pacific Cocktail Haven COCKTAIL BAR

map Google map

Expand your hooch horizons at Union Sq’s spice-route cocktail lounge, where you can enjoy a Thrillla in Manila (a calamansi absinthe-bourbon knockout) or take the Silk Road (a Japanese curry-spiked gin adventure). Arrive before 7pm for simple, dangerously sippable hi-ball happy hour, or bring your posse for perfect Pimms punch serving up to eight people. No reservations. (PCH; www.pacificcocktailsf.com; 580 Sutter St; [image: icon-busgif]g1, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, Powell-Hyde, California)




6Local Edition BAR

map Google map

Drink like an editor post-deadline in the Hearst newspaper building speakeasy, with media-mogul-worthy cocktails – get the Rosebud (gin, bubbly, Lillet Rosé, grapefruit and spice). The lighting is so dim you might bump into typewriters on display, but you’ll be stumbling anyway after Dublin Down (Irish whiskey, rum, lime, egg whites and five spice). Book tables ahead for swinging live-music nights. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-795-1375; www.localeditionsf.com; 691 Market St; [image: icon-metrogif]mMontgomery, [image: icon-bartgif]ZMontgomery)




6Sightglass Coffee CAFE

map Google map

Follow enticing aromas into this sunny SoMa warehouse, where family-grown, high-end coffee is roasted in small batches daily. Aficionados sip signature Owl’s Howl espresso drinks on the mezzanine, for an overview of roasters and baristas working their magic. No wi-fi; people come here for the coffee and conversation. Besides this flagship, Sightglass has cafes in the Mission and Haight. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-861-1313; www.sightglasscoffee.com; 270 7th St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 19, [image: icon-bartgif]ZCivic Center, [image: icon-metrogif]mCivic Center)




SF’s Legendary LGBTQ+ Cultural Districts

Naming any SF neighborhood an official LGBTQ+ district seems redundant: LGBTQ+ trailblazers have shaped San Francisco for 175+ years, and SF Pride lasts all of June.

Downtown visitors have packed drag shows since the Gold Rush, sailors cruised Tenderloin gay and trans clubs through both world wars, Mission lesbian bars took root in the 1960s, and Castro gay bars and businesses boomed in the 1970s. But SoMa has been the biggest weekend draw since the 1980s, with drag and trans cabarets, leather bars and LGBTQ+ clubs open day and night.

The Tenderloin claims honors as the world’s first recognized Transgender District (www.transgenderdistrictsf.com), with a historic focal point: America’s first recorded LGBTQ+ uprising was San Francisco’s 1966 Compton’s Cafeteria Riot, when transwomen fought back against police harassment. The former Compton’s site at Turk and Taylor is now the epicenter of the community’s annual Riot Party. Nearby, iconic Aunt Charlie’s Lounge ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-441-2922; www.auntcharlieslounge.com; 133 Turk St; [image: icon-busgif]g27, 31, [image: icon-metrogif]mPowell, [image: icon-bartgif]ZPowell) proudly hosts DIY drag and ’80s dive-bar disco.

SoMa is home to San Francisco’s official Leather & LGBTQ+ Cultural District (www.sfleatherdistrict.org), featuring historic Folsom St leather bars and bumping LGBTQ+ clubs around 6th to 12th St. Bond with 400,000 kinky adults at Folsom Street Fair (www.folsomstreet.org) over public spankings for charity, and compare tattoos and Mr S Leather chaps at legendary SF Eagle (map, A4; www.sf-eagle.com; 398 12th St; [image: icon-busgif]g9, 12, 27) Sunday beer busts. Choose your own adventure in SoMa LGBTQ+ clubs: bears and bikers throng the patio at Lone Star Saloon (map, A4; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-863-9999; www.lonestarsf.com; 1354 Harrison St; [image: icon-busgif]g9, 12, 27, 47), drag legends impair everyone’s ability to blush at Oasis, and crowds cheer when transgender divas stomp the AsiaSF (map, B4; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-255-2742; www.asiasf.com; 201 9th St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 19, [image: icon-metrogif]mCivic Center, [image: icon-bartgif]ZCivic Center) bar like the world’s most fabulous runway.

Afterward, you could be the breakout star of the dance floor at Club OMG (map, C3; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-896-6473; www.clubomgsf.com; 43 6th St; [image: icon-metrogif]mPowell, [image: icon-bartgif]ZPowell), and keep the party going after hours at EndUp (map, C4; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-646-0999; www.facebook.com/theendup; 401 6th St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 19, 27, 47).






Entertainment


3San Francisco Symphony CLASSICAL MUSIC

map Google map

When cutting-edge conductor and composer Esa-Pekka Salonen raises his baton, the audience is on the edge of their seats for another world-class performance by Grammy-winning SF Symphony. Esa-Pekka Salonen brings fresh inspiration to SF with world premieres of original works, screenings of Star Wars and Black Panther with live orchestra, and spirited collaborations showcase major talent – including violinist Itzhak Perlman, pianist Yuja Wang and SF’s own rock demigods, Metallica. ([image: icon-phonegif]%box office 415-864-6000, rush-ticket hotline 415-503-5577; www.sfsymphony.org; Grove St, btwn Franklin St & Van Ness Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g21, 45, 47, [image: icon-metrogif]mVan Ness, [image: icon-bartgif]ZCivic Center)




3Oasis CABARET

map Google map

Forget what you’ve learned about drag on TV – this dedicated dragstravaganza venue in a former gay bathhouse hosts shows so fearless and funny, you’ll laugh until it stops hurting. SF’s official Drag Laureate D’Arcy Drollinger produces original shows and legendary Star Trek and Sex and the City spoofs, and guest stars Jimbo and Willow Pill do what they couldn’t on TV. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-795-3180; www.sfoasis.com; 298 11th St; [image: icon-busgif]g9, 12, 14, [image: icon-metrogif]mVan Ness)




3San Francisco Opera OPERA

map Google map

Cheer for SF Opera premieres of original works, including Margaret Atwood’s gripping The Handmaid’s Tale, Grammy-winning The (R)Evolution of Steve Jobs and Pulitzer Prize–winner Nilo Cruz’s El Último Sueño de Frida y Diego (Frida and Diego’s Last Dream). Painter David Hockney’s radical sets and haute-couture costumes complement Eun Sung Kim’s bold musical direction – appreciate both with $26 balcony seats. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-864-3330; www.sfopera.com; 301 Van Ness Ave, War Memorial Opera House; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 21, 45, 49, [image: icon-bartgif]ZCivic Center, [image: icon-metrogif]mVan Ness)



[image: jpg]

War Memorial Opera House, home of the San Francisco Opera | KIT LEONG/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


3American Conservatory Theater THEATER

map Google map

Breakthrough shows launch at this turn-of-the-century landmark, which has hosted ACT’s productions of Tony Kushner’s Angels in America and other Tony-winning works by major playwrights, including Tom Stoppard, Dustin Lance Black, Eve Ensler and Robert Wilson. ACT’s Strand Theater on Market St stages experimental works like Kristina Wong’s Pulitzer Prize–nominated Sweatshop Overlord, and hosts talks with the directors. (ACT; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-749-2228; www.act-sf.org; 405 Geary St; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 30, 38, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, Powell-Hyde, [image: icon-bartgif]ZPowell, [image: icon-metrogif]mPowell)




3Great American Music Hall LIVE MUSIC

map Google map

Everyone busts out their best sets at this opulent 1907 bordello turned all-ages venue – global sensations like Latin Grammy–winner Monsieur Periné fly in just for the night, Grateful Dead tribute acts pack the house with patchouli and John Waters hosts Christmas extravaganzas. Pay extra for dinner with prime balcony seating or rock out with the standing-room scrum downstairs. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-885-0750; www.gamh.com; 859 O’Farrell St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g19, 38, 49)




3Yerba Buena Center for the Arts PERFORMING ARTS

map Google map

Rock stars would envy performance artists at YBCA openings, which draw devoted dance and art crowds with shows ranging from hip-hop dance showcases to Indian kathak/American tap-fusion freestyle. Touring dance and jazz companies perform at YBCA’s main theater, while the gallery showcases multisensory contemporary art: Korean shamanistic performances, Iranian diaspora storytelling booths and Bay Area Now immersive art installations. (YBCA; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-978-2700; www.ybca.org; 700 Howard St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g14, [image: icon-metrogif]mPowell, [image: icon-bartgif]ZPowell)




Let’s Go Giants!

Hooray, the Giants (Oracle Park; map, F6; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-972-2000, tours 415-972-2400; http://sanfrancisco.giants.mlb.com; 24 Willie Mays Plaza; [image: icon-hoursgif]htour times vary; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-metrogif]mN, T) are winning again! But there is a downside: games often sell out, even though the stadium is among America’s most expensive ballparks. Don’t despair: single tickets are available online, starting at $38 – you might even score $8 weekday tickets. For popular weekend baseball games, ‘dynamic pricing’ applies – prices climb fast, so snap up bleacher seating among megafans while you can. Discounted tickets are also available for teachers, healthcare workers, first responders, military, seniors and students.

If you can’t find tickets, join hardcore Giants fans along the waterfront boardwalk on the park’s eastern edge. Here you can hear the game and join the joyous roar of the crowd – you might even glimpse plays through the archways. For more Giants action, kayak around McCovey Cove and wait for a ‘splash hit.’






Shopping


7William Stout Architectural Books BOOKS

map Google map

Welcome to SF’s best-kept design secret, where architects, skateboard makers and Airbnb founders get inspiration at reasonable prices. When Bill Stout announced his retirement at 81, SF panicked: where else could you find California classics like Cabins, Love Shacks and Other Hide-outs or original catalogs of Charles and Ray Eames’ chairs? Fittingly, the Eames Institute of Infinite Curiosity bought the bookshop – and 70,000 titles are still available. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-391-6757; www.stoutbooks.com; 804 Montgomery St; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 10, 12, 41, [image: icon-tramgif]jCalifornia)



[image: jpg]

A game at the San Francisco Giants stadium | ERIC BRODER VAN DYKE/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


7Barbary Coast Dispensary CANNABIS

map Google map

Is this a Victorian apothecary, swanky lounge or sports bar? All of the above – only the indulgence of choice here is cannabis (21+ with ID). Consult savvy budtenders about indica (mellow), sativa (fun) and hybrid offerings – then settle into a plush red booth with sanitized bongs or rolling trays. Watch SF teams win on big screens, or just bask in the antique chandelier glow. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-243-4400; www.barbarycoastsf.com; 952 Mission St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 9, 14, [image: icon-bartgif]ZPowell, [image: icon-metrogif]mPowell)




7Britex Fabrics ARTS & CRAFTS

map Google map

Fake fur flies and remnants roll as San Franciscans prepare for Pride, Burning Man, Halloween and your average SF weekend. Since 1952 runways can’t compete with Britex for fashion drama.

Join designers scoring caution-orange chiffon, glam rockers digging through velvet goldmines, and Hollywood costumers making vampire-movie magic with jet buttons and hand-dyed ribbon. For expert advice, consult Britex staff. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-392-2910; www.britexfabrics.com; 117 Post St; [image: icon-busgif]g38, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, Powell-Hyde, [image: icon-metrogif]mPowell, [image: icon-bartgif]ZPowell)



[image: jpg]

Britex Frabrics | AZTECBLUE/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©


7Mr S Leather ADULT

map Google map

Only in San Francisco would you find an S&M men’s superstore, with such musts as harnesses, chaps and, for that special someone, a chrome-plated codpiece.

If you’ve been a very bad puppy, there’s an entire doghouse department catering to you here. Mr S staff know their gear, serving SF’s Leather District since 1979 – so don’t be shy with questions. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-863-7764; www.mr-s-leather.com; 385 8th St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 19, 27, 47)




7Levi’s Flagship Store CLOTHING

map Google map

Californians have been rocking denim since the gold rush, when SF tailor Levi Strauss invented dungarees with copper-riveted pockets to hold gold nuggets. Levi’s hometown store still sells classic jeans that fit without fail (tailoring available) plus limited-edition collabs and 150th anniversary-edition 501s. Trade in old Levis for a gift card (sign up online), and score trucker jackets and Western shirts on discount racks. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-501-0100; www.levi.com; 815 Market St; [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, Powell-Hyde, [image: icon-metrogif]mPowell, [image: icon-bartgif]ZPowell)





Homelessness in San Francisco

Like cities worldwide, San Francisco has an affordable housing crisis. But with so many profitable tech companies headquartered in downtown San Francisco, you may wonder: why are there lines for shelters and soup kitchens here?

Good question. From the gold rush to today’s tech economy, San Francisco has always been a boomtown – and booms drive up rent and prices fast. Yet when economic busts bring layoffs, prices are slow to correct. With educational debt and without affordable healthcare, unemployed workers can quickly slip through holes in the US safety net. City data shows that 70% of SF’s unhoused population are San Franciscans priced out of their homes, most often after losing a job. Especially for those dealing with disabling medical conditions, staying in the city where they’ve created communities, built businesses and paid taxes is a challenge.

Housing insecurity is a global crisis, but it’s a political hot-button in San Francisco. Right-wing pundits point to homelessness as a failure of San Francisco’s left-leaning government, ignoring global economic trends and fast-growing homelessness nationwide. All cities must support vulnerable populations, and many look for leadership to San Francisco – a historic city of refuge through wars, earthquakes and civil rights battles. San Franciscans expect the city to support unhoused neighbors, and make better use of $365 million in city tax dollars allocated to transitional housing.

Some city initiatives are showing promise. Five navigation centers in and around downtown SF offer ‘safe, healthy, dignified interim housing’ to individuals, their families, significant others and pets. Social workers guide navigation-center tenants to appropriate support services, from food assistance and substance-use-disorder treatment to childcare and long-term housing resources. Between 2019 and 2022, unsheltered homelessness decreased 15%.

When you see people sleeping on the streets of the Tenderloin or SoMa, ending housing insecurity may seem like a distant goal – but even in the short time you’re here, you can make a meaningful difference. Consider volunteering with a homelessness organization like Glide (map, D2; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-674-6090; www.glide.org; 330 Ellis St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g38, [image: icon-metrogif]mPowell, [image: icon-bartgif]ZPowell) or donating to Haight Ashbury Food Program. And if you appreciate the grace and kindness you receive as a guest in SF, return the favor to the resilient people who call this city home – through boom and bust alike.











Chinatown & North Beach

Dumplings and rare teas are served under pagoda roofs on Chinatown’s main streets – but its historic back alleys are filled with temple incense, mah-jongg tile clatter and distant echoes of revolution. Wild parrots circle over the Italian cafes and bohemian bars of North Beach, serving enough espresso to fuel your own Beat poetry revival.

[image: jpg]

Chinatown | MICHAEL URMANN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


The Short List

AChinatown alleyways Hear mah-jongg tiles and temple gongs as you wander story-filled backstreets.

ACoit Tower Climb Filbert St Steps past heckling parrots and fragrant gardens to this panoramic, mural-lined tower.

ACity Lights Books Reflect in the Poet’s Chair and celebrate free speech.

AChinese Historical Society of America Time-travel at this museum, housed in the historic Julia Morgan–designed Chinatown YWCA.

ALi Po Pick up where Jack Kerouac and Allen Ginsberg left off at a historic Beat hangout.




Getting There & Around

Muni The T line streetcar service links Chinatown and North Beach to downtown and Dogpatch.

[image: icon-busgif]g Key routes are 1, 10, 12, 30, 39, 41 and 45.

[image: icon-tramgif]j Powell-Mason and Powell-Hyde lines. The California St cable car passes through Chinatown’s southern end.







Top ExperienceExplore Chinatown’s Alleyways



The 41 alleyways packed into Chinatown’s 22 blocks have seen it all since 1849: gold rushes and revolutions, incense and opium, fire and icy receptions, with pagoda-roofed temples atop barbershops, laundries and diners. There was nowhere to go but up after 1870, when discriminatory laws restricted Chinese immigration, employment and housing – yet the community stood its ground, and changed history.

[image: jpg]
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map Google map

btwn Grant Ave, Stockton St, California St & Broadway

[image: icon-petgif]#

[image: icon-busgif]g1, 30, 45

[image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Hyde, Powell-Mason, California






yTop Tips

AOn two-hour Chinatown Alleyway Tours ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-984-1478; www.chinatownalleywaytours.org; Portsmouth Sq; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 8, 10, 12, 30, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jCalifornia, Powell-Mason, Powell-Hyde), teenage historians guide you through backstreets that have seen it all and share their perspectives on the challenges and prospects.

AKid-friendly Chinatown Heritage Walking Tours focus on Chinatown’s role in art, California history and social movements. Proceeds support the nonprofit Chinese Culture Center; book three days ahead.




5Take a Break

Find your fortune at Golden Gate Fortune Cookies, where cookies are stamped from vintage presses – just as they were in 1909, when fortune cookies were invented for the opening of Golden Gate Park’s Japanese Tea Garden.





Waverly Place

Deco dragon lanterns light the way down Grant Avenue, Chinatown’s economic heart since the 1800s – but its soul is Waverly Pl, lined with flag-festooned temple balconies. Readers recognize this byway as the namesake of a character in Amy Tan’s groundbreaking novel The Joy Luck Club, and gourmets know it for Mister Jiu’s. Follow wafting sandalwood incense up three flights of stairs to Tin How Temple (Tien Hau Temple; 125 Waverly Pl; donation customary; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 8, 30, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jCalifornia, Powell-Mason, Powell-Hyde), where services have been held since 1852 – even after San Francisco’s 1906 earthquake and fire, while the altar was still smoldering. Entry is free and donations customary for temple upkeep; no photography inside, please.




Spofford Alley

Turn into narrow, laundry-lined Spofford Alley, where Prohibition bootlegger battles were waged and Sun Yat-sen plotted the overthrow of China’s Manchu dynasty at No 36. Now Spofford stays mellow until dusk, when Chinese orchestras strike up tunes and the clatter of epic mah-jongg games begins.




Ross Alley

Colorful murals grace SF’s oldest alleyway (pictured), formerly known as Mexico, Spanish and Manila St, after the multinational women who once staffed gambling dens and brothels here. Today Ross Alley is better known for stealing scenes in action flicks (The Karate Kid Part II, Big Trouble in Little China) and the splashy contemporary-art installations of the Chinese Culture Center at No 41. Pick up cookies hot from the press at Golden Gate Fortune Cookies, listen for the plaintive strains of musicians playing the erhu and be transported back 100 years – or forward. Times change, but Chinatown alleys remain.







Top ExperienceGrab a Panoramic View Atop Coit Tower



The exclamation mark atop Telegraph Hill is Coit Tower, dedicated to San Francisco’s first responders by firefighting millionaire Lillie Hitchcock Coit. The lobby is lined with 1930s murals celebrating SF workers – initially denounced as communist, but now landmarked. For a parrot’s-eye panoramic view of San Francisco 210ft above the city, take the elevator to the tower’s open-air platform.

[image: jpg]
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map Google map

[image: icon-phonegif]%415-249-0995

www.sfrecpark.org

Telegraph Hill Blvd

elevator adult/student/child $10/7/3, mural tour full/2nd fl $10/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Apr-Oct, to 5pm Nov-Mar; [image: icon-busgif]g39






yTop Tips

AReserve docent-led, 30- to 40-minute Coir Tower mural tours online to skip the ticket line at the entry. You can tour all murals ($10) or just the seven recently restored hidden stairwell murals ($5), which can only be viewed on a tour.

ABook ahead to take the vintage 1930s elevator to the 360-degree viewing-platform panorama. Heads up: if the elevator is out of order, it’s a 13-flight climb up the stairwell to the viewing platform.

ATo preserve the fragile murals, food and drinks aren’t allowed in the tower – but there’s a cafe kiosk outside (9:30am to 6pm).




5Take a Break

Stop by for focaccia hot from a 100-year-old-oven on your way up Telegraph Hill – and enjoy a picnic that’ll make the parrots jealous.





Lobby Murals

The lobby murals show what SF was like during the Depression: people lining up at soup kitchens, dockworkers’ unions, partying despite Prohibition and reading books – including Marxist manifestos – in Chinese, Italian and English. When they were completed in 1934, these publicly funded artworks were controversial. Authorities called the 26 artists communists, and demanded that radical elements be removed. The artists refused, and in a last-minute compromise, park employees painted over a hammer-and-sickle symbol. Public opinion overruled the censors: San Franciscans embraced the murals as symbols of the city’s openness, and proclaimed them historic landmarks. The painstakingly preserved murals are as bold as ever.




Viewing Platform & Secret Stairwell

Take the creaky 1930s elevator to Coit Tower’s panoramic viewing platform – or for a challenge, hike up 13 flights of stairs. For a more modest climb, book a tour up the narrow 2nd-floor stairwell, where recently revealed murals were hidden for 80 years. The seven restored murals show 1930s SF. The scene-stealer is Jane Berlandina’s ultra-modernist egg-tempera mural Home Life, showing San Franciscans kicking back and baking a pie.




Filbert Street Steps

A ruthless 19th-century entrepreneur quarried and blasted away roads on the side of Telegraph Hill. City Hall eventually stopped it, but the view of the bay from the Filbert Street Steps ([image: icon-busgif]g39) is still (wait for it) dynamite. Notice the scenery: sweeping Bay Bridge vistas, wooden cottages along the Napier Lane boardwalk and sculpture-dotted gardens where wild parrots have flocked for decades.







Walking TourNorth Beach Beat


Explore the stomping grounds of San Francisco’s bohemian crowds of writers, artists, dreamers and unclassifiable characters Jack Kerouac lovingly called ‘the mad ones.’ In streets named after SF literary legends, you can get moved to poetry and debate philosophy without missing a Beat.


Walk Facts

Start City Lights Books

End Li Po

Length 1.5 miles; two hours



[image: jpg]


1City Lights Books

At City Lights Books, home of Beat poetry and free speech, find a few choice words to inspire your journey into literary North Beach – Ferlinghetti’s San Francisco Poems and Ginsberg’s Howl make excellent company.




2Caffe Trieste

Head to Caffe Trieste for opera on the jukebox and potent espresso in the back booth, where Francis Ford Coppola drafted The Godfather screenplay.




3Washington Square

At Washington Square (www.sfrecpark.org; cnr Columbus Ave & Union St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 30, 39, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mT), you’ll spot parrots in the treetops and octogenarians in tai-chi tiger stances on the lawn – pure poetry in motion.




4Liguria Bakery

At the corner, Liguria Bakery will give you something to write home about: focaccia hot from a century-old oven.




5Bob Kaufman Alley

Peaceful Bob Kaufman Alley ([image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 10, 12, 30, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mT) honors the jazz-legendary spoken-word poet who took a 12-year vow of silence that lasted until the Vietnam War ended – when he finally walked into a North Beach cafe and recited his moving poem ‘All Those Ships That Never Sailed.’




6Beat Museum

Dylan jam sessions erupt in the bookshop, Allen Ginsberg spouts poetry nude in documentary screenings, and stoned visitors grin beatifically at it all. Welcome to the Beat Museum, spiritual home to all ‘angelheaded hipsters burning for the ancient heavenly connection’ (to quote Ginsberg’s Howl).




7Specs

The obligatory literary bar crawl begins at Specs amid merchant-marine memorabilia, tall tales from old-timers and pitchers of beer.




8Vesuvio

Jack Kerouac once ditched Henry Miller to go on a bender at Vesuvio, until bartenders ejected him into the street now named for him: Jack Kerouac Alley. Note the words of Chinese poet Li Po embedded in the alley: ‘In the company of friends, there is never enough wine.’




9Li Po

End your night like the Beats did, debating philosophy and quoting poetry among newfound friends under the laughing Buddha at Li Po – there may not be enough wine, but there’s plenty of beer here.







[image: jpg]
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Sights


1City Lights Books CULTURAL CENTER

map Google map

Free spirits have found refuge here since 1957, when City Lights founder and poet Lawrence Ferlinghetti and manager Shigeyoshi Murao won a landmark ruling defending their right to publish Allen Ginsberg’s epic poem Howl. Celebrate your freedom to read freely in the designated Poet’s Chair upstairs overlooking Jack Kerouac Alley, load up on zines on the mezzanine and entertain radical ideas downstairs in the Pedagogies of Resistance section. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-362-8193; www.citylights.com; 261 Columbus Ave; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 10, 12, 30, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, Powell-Hyde, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




1Chinese Historical Society of America MUSEUM

map Google map

Picture what it was like to be Chinese in America during the gold rush, Cold War and hippie heyday at this 1932 landmark, built as Chinatown’s YWCA by Hearst Castle architect Julia Morgan. CHSA historians unearth fascinating artifacts: WWII Chinatown nightclub posters, Frank Wong’s Chinatown miniatures, and Bruce Lee’s martial arts costumes and philosophy library. Exhibits highlight Chinese American perspectives on US history, tracing anti-Asian hate speech from the Chinese Exclusion Act (1882–1943) to today, alongside 175+ years of history-changing civil-rights activism. (CHSA; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-391-1188; www.chsa.org; 965 Clay St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 8, 30, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jCalifornia, Powell-Mason, Powell-Hyde, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




1Beat Museum MUSEUM

map Google map

The closest you can get to the complete Beat experience without breaking a law. The 1000-plus artifacts in this museum’s literary ephemera collection include the sublime (the banned edition of Ginsberg’s Howl, with the author’s own annotations) and the ridiculous (Kerouac bobblehead dolls are definite head-shakers). Highlights include overdue tributes to Diane di Prima and other women Beats and the writing desk of City Lights founder and SF’s original Poet Laureate, Lawrence Ferlinghetti. Bookstore entry and poetry readings are free. ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-537-6822; www.kerouac.com; 540 Broadway; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 10, 12, 30, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)



[image: jpg]

Beat Museum | SEYHAN AHEN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


1Chinese Culture Center GALLERY

map Google map

Glimpse bright horizons at this landmark gallery on the Hilton’s 3rd floor. CCC exhibits showcase Chinese art from the mainland to SF, ranging from contemporary Chinese ink-brush painters to flags honoring immigrant journeys by local immigrant women artists. In odd-numbered years, don’t miss Present Tense Biennial, where 30-plus Bay Area artists present personal takes on Chinese culture. Visit the Center’s satellite gallery at 41 Ross Alley for contemporary collaborations; for local historical perspectives, book the Center’s Chinatown Heritage Walking Tours ($45; [image: icon-familygif]c; CCC; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-986-1822; www.cccsf.us; Hilton Hotel, 3rd fl, 750 Kearny St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 8, 10, 12, 30, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jCalifornia, Powell-Mason, Powell-Hyde, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




1Jack Kerouac Alley STREET

map Google map

‘The air was soft, the stars so fine, the promise of every cobbled alley so great…’ This ode by the On the Road and Dharma Bums author is embedded in his namesake alley, a fittingly poetic, colorful shortcut between Chinatown and North Beach via his favorite haunts City Lights, Vesuvio and a stool near the golden Buddha statue at Li Po – Kerouac was a true believer in literature, Buddhism and beer. (btwn Grant & Columbus Aves; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 10, 12, 30, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason)




Chinatown’s Ingenious Clinker-Brick Architecture

As you walk Chinatown’s alleyways, take a close look at the brick buildings around you. You might notice bricks jutting out from the wall at odd angles, because they’re not flat enough to be laid flush. Some of the bricks are blackened, twisted and bubbled. You’ve spotted clinker bricks, warped and discolored by fire over a century ago.

Clinker bricks are part of Chinatown’s extraordinary survival story. Chinatown was originally built by mostly non-Chinese landlords in cheap, unreinforced brick – and when the great 1906 earthquake hit, those buildings toppled. Fire swept Chinatown at such high temperatures that the bricks began to melt and turn glassy, becoming clinker bricks. Chinatown’s survivors were evacuated to Golden Gate Park, where they had to live in tents for months. They’d lost everything – their homes, workplaces, social centers, churches and temples were reduced to rubble. Chinatown streets were choked with clinker bricks.

While survivors regrouped, opportunists schemed. With the backing of City Hall, ruthless developer Abe Ruef conspired to relocate Chinatown outside San Francisco. But when Chinatown survivors caught wind of the plan, they marched back into their still-smoking neighborhood, cleared the streets and started rebuilding Chinatown, brick by brick. Bricklayers typically toss out over-fired clinker bricks as defective, because they’re hard to lay straight and don’t insulate well – but Chinatown’s survivors couldn’t wait for better materials to arrive. They made ingenious use of warped bricks others would consider useless, turning them on their ends to create decorative patterns.

Chinatown stood its ground, and made an architectural statement. Architect Julia Morgan incorporated clinker bricks as a poignant decorative motif for Chinatown’s 1908 Donaldina Cameron House (920 Sacramento St), a refuge for women and children who escaped indentured servitude. Chinatown’s architecture of survival soon became a signature of California’s arts-and-crafts movement, and today clinker bricks can be seen on buildings and homes across the state.






Eating


5Mister Jiu’s CHINESE, CALIFORNIAN $$

map Google map

Life always calls for a toast in this 150-year-old Chinatown banquet hall – but major milestones demand fabulous five-course feasts by award-winning chef/owner Brandon Jew. Expect ingenious Chinese-Californian signatures – Sonoma Wagyu-steak chow fun, forbidden rice-stuffed quail, sourdough scallion pancakes – plus irresistible add-ons like tea-smoked Sonoma duck. Score tables one month ahead, or enjoy the à-la-carte bar menu and seasonal cocktails. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-857-9688; www.misterjius.com; 28 Waverly Pl; [image: icon-busgif]g30, [image: icon-tramgif]jCalifornia, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




5Z & Y SICHUAN $$

map Google map

Spice up date nights with signature Sichuan spicy pork dumplings, flaming cauliflower and heat-blistered long beans, and leave lips buzzing with fish poached in chili oil and buried in peppercorns. Tables are tightly packed, service chaotic yet capable and meals downright joyous. Reserve ahead and/or go early; worth the inevitable wait amid tantalizing aromas. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-981-8988; www.zandyrestaurant.com; 655 Jackson St; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 10, 12, 30, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, Powell-Hyde, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




5Liguria Bakery BAKERY $

map Google map

Bleary-eyed art students and Italian grandmothers line up before 8am for cinnamon-raisin focaccia hot out of the 100-year-old oven, leaving 9am dawdlers a choice of tomato (aka red pizza) or classic rosemary and garlic. Latecomers, beware: when they run out, they close. Get yours in waxed paper or boxed for picnics – just don’t kid yourself that you’ll save some for later. Cash only. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-421-3786; 1700 Stockton St; [image: icon-veggif]v[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 30, 39, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




5Molinari DELI $

map Google map

Grab a number and sing along to Sinatra while wisecracking staff prepare massive panini to order. When your number is called, request a crusty roll or focaccia loaded with fixings: milky buffalo mozzarella, tangy sun-dried tomatoes, silky sheets of prosciutto, slabs of legendary house-cured salami, generous drizzles of olive oil and balsamic. Enjoy hot from the panini press at sidewalk tables. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-421-2337; www.molinarisalame.com; 373 Columbus Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 10, 12, 30, 39, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




5Good Mong Kok DIM SUM $

map Google map

If you’re not hungry yet, you will be when it’s finally your turn at the counter, where plump dumplings are whisked from vast steamers into takeout containers to enjoy in Portsmouth Sq. The menu changes by the minute/hour, but expect classic pork siu mai, shrimp har gow and BBQ pork buns; BYO chili sauce and black vinegar. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-397-2688; 1039 Stockton St; [image: icon-busgif]g30, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, California, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




5Golden Boy PIZZA $

map Google map

Join visiting rock stars and neighborhood tattoo artists humbly lining up for a North Beach legend: Genovese focaccia-crust pizza at a bomb-shelter counter. Generations of Sodini family pizzaioli (pizza-makers) have kept punks in line since 1978, slinging square slabs of pizza that’s chewy, crunchy and hot from the oven. Get pesto and classic clam-and-garlic slices to enjoy in Washington Sq Park, and boom: you’re golden. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-982-9738; www.goldenboypizza.com; 542 Green St; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 30, 39, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason)




5China Live CHINESE $$

map Google map

San Francisco has craved Chinese food nightly since 1848, and SF chef George Chen’s gourmet emporium delivers new regional Chinese taste sensations with Californian flair. Menus change seasonally, but recurring favorites include Kurobuta pork xiaolongbao (soup dumplings), zesty chrysanthemum salad and crispy, kumquat-glazed Peking duck. Chase with cocktails in the upstairs speakeasy (follow the bat symbols). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-788-8188; www.chinalivesf.com; 644 Broadway; [image: icon-busgif]g10, 12, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Hyde, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




5Ristorante Ideale ITALIAN $$

map Google map

Other North Beach restaurants fake Italian accents, but this trattoria has Italians in the kitchen, on the floor and at the table. Roman chef-owner Maurizio Bruschi serves authentic, al dente bucatini amatriciana (tube pasta with tomato-pecorino sauce and house-cured pancetta) and ravioli and gnocchi handmade in-house (‘of course!’). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-391-4129; www.idealerestaurant.com; 1309 Grant Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 10, 12, 30, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]m5)





Drinking


6Specs BAR

map Google map

The walls here are plastered with merchant-marine memorabilia, and you’ll be plastered too if you try to keep up with the salty characters holding court in the back over beer with cheese, saltine crackers and hot sauce. Surrounded by seafaring mementos landlubbers find their sea legs with navy-strength gin drinks. Cash only. (Specs Twelve Adler Museum Cafe; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-421-4112; www.specsbarsf.com; 12 William Saroyan Pl; [image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 10, 12, 30, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




6Comstock Saloon BAR

map Google map

During this 1907 saloon’s heyday, patrons relieved themselves in the marble trough below the bar – now you’ll have to tear yourself away from Comstock’s authentic pisco punch and martini-precursor Martinez (gin, vermouth, bitters, maraschino liqueur).

Toast Emperor Norton’s statue at happy hour (4pm to 6pm) and stick around for tasty dinners accompanied by ragtime-jazz bands. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-617-0071; www.comstocksaloon.com; 155 Columbus Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 10, 12, 30, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




6Li Po BAR

map Google map

Beat a hasty retreat to red-vinyl booths where Allen Ginsberg and Jack Kerouac debated the meaning of life under a golden Buddha. Enter the 1937 faux-grotto doorway and dodge red lanterns to place your order: Lucky Buddha beer or a potent Chinese mai tai spiked with baijiu (rice liquor). A world-class dive bar. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-982-0072; www.lipolounge.com; 916 Grant Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 30, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




6Caffe Trieste CAFE

map Google map

Opera on the jukebox, live accordion jams and Beat poetry on bathroom walls: Caffe Trieste remains North Beach at its best, since the 1950s. Linger over espresso drinks and draft your screenplay under the Sardinian fishing mural indoors, like young Francis Ford Coppola did. The movie? The Godfather. Cash only. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-392-6739; www.caffetrieste.com; 601 Vallejo St; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 10, 12, 30, 41, 45, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




6Vesuvio BAR

map Google map

Guy walks into a bar, roars and leaves. Without missing a beat, the bartender says to the next customer, ‘Welcome to Vesuvio, honey – what can I get you?’ Jack Kerouac blew off Henry Miller to go on a bender here and after you’ve joined neighborhood characters on the stained-glass mezzanine for 11pm microbrews or 11am Kerouacs (rum, tequila and OJ), you’ll see why. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-362-3370; www.vesuvio.com; 255 Columbus Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 10, 12, 30, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason)




6Réveille CAFE

map Google map

If this sunny flat-iron storefront doesn’t lighten your mood, cappuccino with a foam-art heart will. Réveille’s coffee is like San Francisco on a good day: nutty and uplifting, without a trace of bitterness. No wi-fi makes for easy conversation, and sidewalk-facing counters offer some of SF’s best people-watching. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-789-6258; www.reveillecoffee.com; 200 Columbus Ave; [image: icon-familygif]c[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 10, 12, 30, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




6Devil’s Acre BAR

map Google map

Potent potions and lipsmacking quack cures are proudly served at this Victorian apothecary-style bar, named after SF’s urban-legendary saloon zone. Here sworn enemies Call a ’Treuse – their signature cocktail, featuring chartreuse, vermouth, egg white and mysterious ‘gold rush bitters.’ Reserve online for parties of four plus; no food. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-766-4363; www.thedevilsacre.com; 256 Columbus Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 10, 12, 30, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




615 Romolo BAR

map Google map

Strap on your spurs: it’s gonna be a wild Western night at this back-alley Basque saloon squeezed between burlesque joints. Happy hours start off innocently with refreshing Pimms Cup, but the Derringer (rye, cognac, sherry, coffee) ends the night with a bang. Pace yourself with tasty pintxos (tapas). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-398-1359; www.15romolo.com; 15 Romolo Pl; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 10, 12, 30, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)





Entertainment


3Bimbo’s 365 Club LIVE MUSIC

map Google map

Get your kicks at this 1931 speakeasy with stiff drinks, burlesque bar murals and parquet dance floors. Shows range from rare, intimate solo-artist showcases (Adele, Chris Isaak) to ’80s cover bands and live comedy. Dress snazzy. Most shows are 21+, two-drink minimum; no recording. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-474-0365; www.bimbos365club.com; 1025 Columbus Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 30, 39, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




3Cobb’s Comedy Club COMEDY

map Google map

Bumper-to-bumper tables make Cobb’s audiences cozy – and vulnerable. Cobb’s is a launchpad for major local talent (Ali Wong, Dana Carvey, Anjelah Johnson), but also a petri dish where big-name acts (John Oliver, Michelle Wolf, Paul Reiser, Mo Amer) test risky new material. Check the website for headliners and showcases. Shows are 21+; two-drink minimum. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-928-4320; www.cobbscomedyclub.com; 915 Columbus Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 30, 39, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)





Shopping


7Golden Gate Fortune Cookies FOOD & DRINKS

map Google map

Cookies here are stamped from vintage presses – just as they were in 1909, when fortune cookies were invented for SF’s Japanese Tea Garden. Write your own fortunes for custom cookies. Cash only; $1 tip per photo. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-781-3956; www.goldengatefortunecookies.com; 56 Ross Alley; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 30, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, Powell-Hyde, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




7San Francisco Rock Posters & Collectibles VINTAGE, ART

map Google map

Are you ready to rock?! Enter this trippy temple to classic rock gods – but leave your lighters at home, because these concert posters are vintage originals. Expect to pay hundreds for first-run psychedelic Fillmore concert posters featuring the Grateful Dead – but you can also score bargain handbills. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-956-6749; www.rockposters.com; 1851 Powell St; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 30, 39, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




7101 Music MUSIC

map Google map

You’ll have to bend over those earthquake-defying bins to let DJs and hard-core collectors pass (hey, wasn’t that Tom Waits?!), but among the $5 to $25 discs are obscure releases (Songs for Greek Lovers) and original recordings by Nina Simone, Alice Coltrane and SF’s own Dead Kennedys. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-392-6369; 1414 Grant Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 30, 39, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




7Red Blossom Tea Company TEA

map Google map

Crook your pinky: it’s always teatime at Red Blossom, featuring 100-plus specialty teas imported by second-generation tea merchants Alice and Peter Luong. Sniff shiny canisters lining wooden shelves and ask about tasting collections. For the full-immersion experience, book a tea class ($80, one hour). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-395-0868; www.redblossomtea.com; 831 Grant Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 10, 12, 30, 35, 41, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, Powell-Hyde, California, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




7Vacation VINTAGE

map Google map

Choose your decade and rock that look tonight with these killer curated finds. Upbeat staff stylists make it their mission to find fits for every gender, size and North Beach night out. To cash in on your castoffs, call ahead to check buying hours. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-795-3633; www.vacation-sf.com; 1499 Grant St; [image: icon-busgif]g8,30.39,41.45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




7KIM + ONO FASHION & ACCESSORIES

map Google map

Hollywood pinups borrowed their slinky silk-robe style from Chinatown burlesque stars back in the ’30s – now it’s your turn to star in designs by Chinatown sister-duo designers Renee and Tiffany. Kimonos range from satin poly to silk charmeuse ($35 to $120+). Custom and bridal kimonos available. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-989-8588; www.kimandono.com; 729 Grant Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g30, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jCalifornia, Powell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




7Al’s Attire FASHION & ACCESSORIES

map Google map

Hepcats and slick chicks get their handmade threads at Al’s, where vintage styles are reinvented in noir-novel twill, dandy high-sheen cotton and mid-century flecked tweeds. Prices aren’t exactly bohemian for these bespoke originals. Ask about tailoring and custom orders for weddings, Grammys and other shindigs. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-693-9900; www.alsattire.com; 1300 Grant Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 10, 12, 30, 41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)











Walking TourRussian & Nob Hill Secrets


Cloud nine can’t compare to the upper reaches of Nob Hill and Russian Hill, where hilltop gardens, literary landmarks and divine vistas await discovery up flower-lined stairway walks. If the climb and the sights don’t leave you completely weak in the knees, try staggering back downhill after a couple of Nob Hill cocktails. Now you understand why San Francisco invented cable cars.


Walk Facts

Start Vallejo St Steps

End Tonga Room

Length 1.7 miles; two hours



[image: jpg]


1Conquer Vallejo Street Steps

Begin your ascent of Russian Hill, where Vallejo Street Steps (Vallejo St, btwn Mason & Jones Sts; [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, Powell-Hyde) rise toward Taylor St past Zen gardens and flower-framed apartments. When fog blows, listen for wind chimes and parrots in the treetops.




2Wax Poetic at Ina Coolbrith Park

Ina Coolbrith was California’s first poet laureate, editor of Mark Twain and Jack London, and founder of Poet’s Corner at Ina Coolbrith Park (www.sfparksalliance.org/our-parks/parks/ina-coolbrith-park; cnr Vallejo & Taylor Sts; [image: icon-busgif]g41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason), where poets still convene. Her uncle was Mormon prophet Joseph Smith – she kept this secret from her bohemian crowd. This hilltop park is a fitting honor: secret and romantic, with exclamation-inspiring vistas.




3Discover Mysterious Macondray Lane

The route down from Ina Coolbrith Park – via steep stairs, past gravity-defying wooden cottages – looks like a scene from a novel. And so it is: Armistead Maupin used Macondray Lane (btwn Jones & Leavenworth Sts; [image: icon-busgif]g41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Mason, Powell-Hyde) as the model for Barbary Ln in his Tales of the City series.




4Spot Kerouac’s Love Shack

This modest house (29 Russell St; [image: icon-busgif]g41, 45, [image: icon-tramgif]jPowell-Hyde) witnessed major drama in 1951–52, when Jack Kerouac shacked up with Neal and Carolyn Cassady to pound out his 120ft-long scroll draft of On the Road.




5Find Unexpected Graces at Grace Cathedral

Hop the Powell-Hyde cable car to Nob Hill’s crest, graced by Gothic Grace Cathedral ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-749-6300; www.gracecathedral.org; 1100 California St; [image: icon-busgif]g1, [image: icon-tramgif]jCalifornia). Murals commemorate the 1945 UN charter signing, and Keith Haring’s bronze angel altarpiece graces the Interfaith AIDS Memorial Chapel.




6Drink Up a Storm at the Tonga Room

Since 1945, there’s a 100% chance of tropical rainstorms inside the Tonga Room ([image: icon-phonegif]%reservations 415-772-5278; www.fairmont-san-francisco.com/dine/tonga-room-hurricane-bar; Fairmont San Francisco, 950 Mason St; [image: icon-busgif]g1, [image: icon-tramgif]jCalifornia, Powell-Mason, Powell-Hyde). But the rain only falls on the indoor pool, where bands play on a boat after 7pm. To live dangerously, order the historically accurate 1934 zombie or potent 1944 mai tai.









Japantown, Fillmore & Pacific Heights

Japanese Americans have called 30 blocks here home for over a century, and today J-pop stars and cosplay TikTokkers pack Japantown anime premieres. The Fillmore has been a nightlife hub since the jazzy 1930s and turned trippy in the psychedelic 1960s. Hilltop Pacific Heights is ringed with mansions, many owned by powerful women – from Underground Railroad pioneer Mary Ellen Pleasant to ex-House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

[image: jpg]

Peace Pagoda, Japantown | SVETLANASF/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


The Short List

AFillmore Auditorium Rock out in San Francisco’s shrine to the psychedelic ’60s.

AKabuki Springs & Spa Unwind in communal Japanese baths.

AJapan Center Slurp ramen, read manga and cultivate bonsai gardens.

ASasa Reach the next level of Japanese dining with a magic password: omakase.

AJapantown Walking Tour Follow the footsteps of civil-rights trailblazers.




Getting There & Around

[image: icon-busgif]g Lines 1, 2, 3, 10, 22 and 38 serve the area.

[image: icon-tramgif]j The California line’s western terminus is at Van Ness, a few blocks east of Pacific Heights.







[image: jpg]
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Sights


1Japan Center NOTABLE BUILDING

map Google map

Time travel to 1968 as you cross Japan Center’s indoor wooden bridges, with noren (curtains) and maneki-neko (cat figurines) waving welcomes from restaurant entryways. Hard to believe, but this kawaii-cute mall started with a knock-down fight. While Japanese American residents were incarcerated in camps during WWII, the city planned to tear down Japantown. Postwar, 1500 recently returned Japantown residents were uprooted to build the mall. But Japantown residents and businesses rallied, stopping evictions and converting the mall into a community hub. (www.sfjapantown.org; 1737 Post St; [image: icon-parkgif]p; [image: icon-busgif]g2, 3, 22, 38, 38L)



[image: jpg]

Japan Center | KIT LEONG/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


1Tokaido Arts GALLERY

map Google map

Tidal waves loom, plum trees bloom, actors strike poses while cats snooze: all these scenes unfold before you in stunning color at Tokaido Arts, one of the world’s largest private collections of original Japanese woodblock prints. Don’t be fooled by the modest side of this gallery perched on Japan Center’s indoor footbridge – works collected and sold here since 1971 span four centuries, from Hokusai’s Edo-era turbulent seascapes to Yoshida’s 1930s night market scenes. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-567-4390; www.tokaidoarts.com; 1581 Webster St, Suite 203; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38)




1Cottage Row STREET

map Google map

Detour to days of yore, when this neighborhood was a sleepy Japanese seaside village – before lumber barons arrived with bombastic Victorian fanfare. Serene clapboard cottages from the 1860–70s line this brick-paved pedestrian promenade, where trailblazing Issei (first-generation Japanese American) urban farmers hosted farmers markets. Today, a bonsai grove on the Sutter St entry honors Issei contributions. Homes are private, but the mini-park is perfect for meditation and picnics. Cottage Row is off Sutter St, between Webster and Fillmore Sts. (www.sfrecpark.org; [image: icon-busgif]g2, 3, 22, 38)




1Peace Pagoda MONUMENT

map Google map

Japantown’s low-key landmark is minimalist master Yoshiro Taniguchi’s Peace Pagoda, donated by San Francisco’s sister city of Osaka, Japan, in 1968. Presented with this five-tiered concrete stupa, San Francisco seemed stupa-fied about what to do with it. Over the years the city clustered shrubs around its stark nakedness, drained leaky reflecting pools and paved over surrounding gardens. Finally, with cherry trees and boulder benches restored to the plaza, the picture-perfect pagoda has made a comeback as a social-media star. (Peace Plaza, Japan Center; [image: icon-parkgif]p; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38)




1Haas-Lilienthal House HISTORIC BUILDING

map Google map

If these red-velvet walls could talk, this 1886 Queen Anne–style Victorian could tell you about earthquakes, booms, busts and untimely deaths. See this turreted Pacific Heights mansion like an honored guest of the prominent Jewish refugee Haas family, ushered from the parlor to the ballroom – then duck behind the scenes to see how staff kept the household going. Docents lead one-hour tours plus Sunday neighborhood walking tours and occasional seasonal events, from fancy-dress Victorian Valentine balls to eerily accurate haunted-house tours. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-441-3000; www.haas-lilienthalhouse.org; 2007 Franklin St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 10, 12, 19, 27, 47, 49)




1Pearl Spa SPA

map Google map

K-beauty fans raise their skincare game at this women-only, clothing-free, fastidiously clean Korean spa. Recover from jet lag and late Fillmore nights in the cedar sauna, hot tub, cool pool, warming clay-ball pit and Himalayan pink salt room – maybe it won’t cure anything, but it leaves your outlook decidedly rosier. Get access with appointment-only treatments, including deliciously slurpy Aveda seaweed massages ($180 per 90 minutes). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-580-7142; www.pearlspasf.com; 1656 Post St; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38)




Japantown Time Travel

‘What happened here?’ asks an intriguing sign in Peace Plaza, on the outside wall of Japan Center’s east wing. This sign marks the beginning of the self-guided 10-block Japantown History Walk, following the footsteps of Japantown’s trailblazers. Take a picture of this sign as a map reference and handy timeline of key events in 150 years of Japantown history. Then follow your map to explore the origins of San Francisco sushi, Japanese baseball, WWII incarceration camps, civil rights movements, the rock-music scene and Japantown’s enduring community.

For insider’s perspectives on Japantown, book National Japanese American Historical Society tours (NJAHS; map, F5; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-921-5007; www.njahs.org/walking-tours; NJAHS Japantown Peace Gallery, 1684 Post St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38) led by local docents sharing cultural insights and personal stories. Tours depart NJAHS Japantown Peace Gallery, a community arts and history showcase. From Wednesday through Friday, NJAHS offers fascinating tours of the Presidio’s Fourth Army Intelligence School, where Japanese American soldiers were trained for top-secret missions in WWII and postwar US occupation of Japan.






Eating


5Nari THAI $$

map Google map

Day-Glo bright flavors and lush, trippy textures make dinner at Nari as mind-blowing as a ’60s Fillmore show. Ingenious chef/owner Pim Techamuanvivit creates Thai-California dishes so singular, you just have to trust your server’s advice and experience them – her cured kampachi in tamarind curry could keep taste buds awake for days, and that smoky, succulent caramelized fish-sauce cabbage is definitely habit-forming. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-868-6274; www.narisf.com; 1625 Post St; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38)




5Sasa JAPANESE $$$

map Google map

Settle into driftwood-strewn decor for a kaiseki (seasonally inspired tasting menu) as delightful as Japantown’s Cherry Blossom Festival parade. Each carefully composed bite reveals unexpected flourishes: velvety, thoughtfully sourced Santa Barbara sea urchin, gently packed Hokkaido scallop nigiri, silken organic chawanmushi (egg custard) studded with Dungeness crab. Never has the 2nd floor of a mall seemed this close to heaven. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-683-9674; www.sasasf.com; 22 Peace Plaza, Japan Center, East Wing, 2nd fl; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38)




5State Bird Provisions CALIFORNIAN $$

map Google map

Even before winning James Beard Awards, State Bird attracted lines not seen since the Dead played neighboring Fillmore Auditorium. Carts arrive tableside laden with seasonal California-inspired, dim-sum-sized ‘provisions’ like goat-Gouda mochi, trout caviar on green-garlic pancakes and the namesake dish: buttermilk-brined quail nested on sweet-and-sour onions. Book ahead, line up before 5pm for walk-ins, or head around the corner to hip little-sis bistro Anchovy Bar. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-795-1272; www.statebirdsf.com; 1529 Fillmore St; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38)




5Hinodeya Ramen Bar RAMEN $

map Google map

Other ramen broth takes a day to make, but this powerfully rich bowlful has been in the works since 1885. Four generations of noodle-makers perfected their craft before opening Hinodeya’s first noodle bar outside Japan on Japantown’s walkway. Start with karage-fried chicken, caramelized eggplant and citrusy sake cocktails before the main event: ramen graced with Kurobuta pork, black garlic and perfectly seasoned eggs. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-216-5011; www.hinodeyaramen.com; 1737 Buchanan St; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38)




5Philmore Creamery GELATO

map Google map

Enticing boutique window displays line Fillmore St, but this storefront is irresistible: here in a glass-enclosed kitchen, gelato makers cheerfully create daily flavors freshly on-site. Impeccable pistachio and bewitching honey lavender are never icy, always creamy. But before you commit to gelato flavors, try the vegan sorbets – including seasonal just-picked local strawberry and chocolate darker than any Japantown escape room. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-400-4076; www.philmorecreamery.com; 1840 Fillmore St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 22, 38)




5Marufuku Ramen RAMEN $

map Google map

No Silicon Valley technology excites as much local geekery as a bowl of Marufuku ramen. Its advantages are much discussed: tonkotsu broth cooked for 20 hours to achieve milky density, noodles hand-cut ultra-thin to avoid clumping, topped with a jammy egg that’s never hard-boiled. Here’s all you need to know: rich, slurp-worthy noodles. Save some broth and get extra noodles for $2. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-872-9786; www.marufukuramen.com; 1581 Webster St, Suite 235, Japan Center, West Wing, 2nd fl; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38)




5b. patisserie BAKERY $

map Google map

Once even Pacific Heights gourmands weren’t sure how to pronounce kouign-amann (it’s ‘queen-ah-man’), until James Beard–winning pastry chef Belinda Leong turned Brittany’s buttery, caramelized pastry into a San Francisco sensation in seasonal flavors – pumpkin for fall, black sesame for lunar new year. For lunch, get tartines piled with ham, cheese and béchamel or prosciutto and burrata. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-440-1700; www.bpatisserie.com; 2821 California St; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 24)



[image: jpg]

Pastries at b. patisserie | SIPA USA/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©


5Wise Sons Bagel & Bakery BAKERY $

map Google map

New Yorkers who claim the only thing preventing San Francisco relocations are the bagels: you have no excuses. Fillmore was a historic Jewish community hub, and Wise Sons honors deep deli roots with proper boiled-then-baked bagels, pastrami on house-baked rye and latkes with housemade apple sauce. You’re in San Francisco, so get unconventional: try kimchi on Reubens and avo on bagels. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-872-9046; www.wisesonsdeli.com; 1520 Fillmore St; [image: icon-veggif]v[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38)




5Mochill DESSERTS $

map Google map

Look past influencers posing for selfies at this tiny kiosk, and you’ll spot Japantown Center’s biggest social-media stars: mochi doughnuts in daily flavors like yuzu, matcha Oreo and black sesame. Japantown’s dessert sensation is flower-shaped, but has no wheat flour: rice flour creates a chewy, light, silky texture. Don’t overlook up-and-coming stars: mochi cupcakes topped with fruity pebbles cereal. (www.mochillsf.com; Japantown Center, East Wing, 1737 Post St; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38)




5On the Bridge JAPANESE $

map Google map

Take a breather during Japantown street festivals, karaoke sessions or shopping binges for belly-warming, spirit-restoring meals in the heart of the action, right on the indoor footbridge spanning Webster St. Since 1979 the Nakamura family has spoiled diners for choice with vast selections of curries made from scratch, Japanese beer and yoshoku (east/west) style fish-roe pasta beloved of rocker Patti Smith. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-922-7765; www.onthebridgesf.com; 1581 Webster St, Suite #206; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38)




5Jane CAFE $

map Google map

Skip spa treatments and get that Pac Heights glow the natural way at Jane – home to improbably healthy cowboy salads with homemade ranch and dragon-fruit smoothie bowls piled with so many hemp seeds and antioxidant goji berries, you’ll feel like you’ve just eaten a yoga class. On second thought: get the breakfast cookie and coffee, then hit the spa. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-931-5263; www.itsjane.com; 2123 Fillmore St; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 3, 22)




Inspiration to Go

Dining out in Japantown can be so inspiring, you may wish you could take the entire restaurant with you – kaiseki, sake tastings, bento boxes, ikebana floral arrangements and all. Nonprofit Japanese Cultural & Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC; map, E4; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-567-5505; www.jcccnc.org; 1840 Sutter Street; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38) generously offers affordable workshops with acclaimed local artists and chefs, so you can learn to make your own. Check the calendar for upcoming in-person events and online workshops in Japanese traditions of kaiseki cooking, doburoku (home-brew sake), magawappa bento-box woodcraft and ikebana.






Drinking


6Scopo Divino WINE BAR

map Google map

Wine, music and conversation blend brunch into happy hour (3pm to 6pm) at Scopo Divino. Toast NorCal with old-vine zins and fog-kissed whites, or sample intriguing Italian blends on the Taste of Italy flight. Live jazz keeps Fillmore supper-club traditions alive and swinging 5pm to 8pm most weekdays and 4pm to 7pm Saturday.

At bottomless brunches, indulge in tart-cherry Bellinis with chicken and waffles. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-928-3728; www.scopodivino.com; 2800 California St; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 24, 38)




6Boba Guys TEAHOUSE

map Google map

When ping-pong buddies Andrew and Bin got thirsty, they became Boba Guys. This is their dream milk tea, made with premium small-batch teas and organic milk from Sonoma – plus your choice of fresh, locally made tapioca balls or grass jelly. Pair yours with sensational snacks made by local BIPOC entrepreneurs mentored by Andrew and Bin. (www.bobaguys.com; 1522 Fillmore St; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38)




6Social Study BAR

map Google map

Observe San Franciscans in their native habitat at Social Study, where Four Barrel espresso drink helps wrap work early, and rec-room vibes kick in over epic board games, local wine and beer, and movies projected onto brick walls. DJs remix vintage soul, funk and hip-hop on vinyl for old-school Fillmore vibes on Thursday through Saturday nights, when Social Study becomes date-night central. (www.thesocialstudysf.com; 1795 Geary Blvd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30-10pm Mon, from 1pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38)




6Tailor’s Son COCKTAIL BAR

map Google map

Milan-style aperitivi are a perfect fit for fashion-savvy Fillmore St, where boutique shoppers are lured away from style scores by chef-owner Adriano Paganini’s California-fresh takes on classic spritz and negroni cocktails and her signature tailor’s martini: gin, vodka and a whiff of white balsamic vinegar. Linger at heated parklet booths for happy-hour bites (5pm to 6:30pm Monday to Friday), and return for weekend brunch. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-673-7200; www.thetailorssonsf.com; 2049 Fillmore St; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 22, 38)




SF’s Eclectic Soundtrack

Japantown and the Fillmore have bonded over music for a century – including ’30s blues, ’50s jazz, ’60s psychedelic rock, ’70s punk, ’90s hip-hop and timeless taiko drums. You can hear it all at Japantown’s Cherry Blossom Festival (www.nccbf.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr), plus current pop hits from around the Pacific Rim.

Japantown’s music scene started when local late-night diners become after-party destinations for touring musicians. Tired of playing at segregated auditoriums for polite applause, they jammed at Japantown clubs like Jimbo’s Bop City with packed, integrated dance floors.

Billie Holliday, Ella Fitzgerald, Dinah Washington and other divas played tiny clubs that sprang up around Fillmore St until the 1960s, when redevelopment steadily squeezed out Jimbo’s and many other clubs – including the legendary Winterland, where the Sex Pistols played their last show. One original 1930s Fillmore St blues venue remains: the Boom Boom Room, which hosts top talent year-round and the Fillmore Jazz Festival in July.

When San Francisco’s hippie scene exploded, psychedelic sounds spilled out of Fillmore Auditorium and into the streets. SF silk-screen artists made promotional posters in Day-Glo colors so trippy, they were nearly impossible to read – and soon every rock star wanted their illegible name on a Fillmore poster. But since 1969, SF’s strangest musical trip has needed no advertisement: the Audium, where original soundscapes reverberate through a darkened auditorium.






Entertainment


3Fillmore Auditorium LIVE MUSIC

map Google map

Jimi Hendrix, Janis Joplin, Aretha Franklin, the Grateful Dead – they all played the Fillmore, and the upstairs bar is lined with vintage psychedelic posters to prove it. Bands that sell out stadiums keep rocking this historic, 1250-capacity dance hall, and for major shows, free posters are still handed out. To squeeze up to the stage, be polite and lead with the hip. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-346-6000; www.thefillmore.com; 1805 Geary Blvd; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38)




3Audium SOUNDSCAPE

map Google map

Feel sounds surround you as you sit in darkness inside this sound sculpture, lined floor to ceiling with 176 speakers. Since 1967 Stan Shaff and his son Dave have orchestrated sounds in this unique auditorium, blending found audio into meditative ‘room compositions.’ Over 85 minutes, tones build from muscle-car hums to sci-fi sound effects to oddly endearing foghorn wheezes. A truly San Franciscan experience that induces altered states – pre-partying recommended. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-771-1616; www.audium.org; 1616 Bush St; [image: icon-busgif]g2, 3, 19, 38, 49, [image: icon-tramgif]jCalifornia)




3Boom Boom Room LIVE MUSIC

map Google map

Jumping since the ’30s, the Boom Boom remains a classic Fillmore venue for blues, soul and funk. Boom Boom is zero pretense, all good times – with the well-stomped original checkered linoleum dance floor to prove it. Headliners include top touring talent, but many nights cover is free or $12, and potent drinks get the party going even before shows start around 9pm. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-673-8000; www.boomboomroom.com; 1601 Fillmore St; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38)




3Sheba Piano Lounge JAZZ

map Google map

Hot jazz comes extra spicy at Sheba’s – a Fillmore supper club where jazz combos play while sister co-owners Israel and Net Alamayehu dish out generous Ethiopian vegetarian platters and tender doro wat (spiced chicken). For your two-drink minimum, Sheba offers NorCal wines and beer, plus cocktails made with Ethiopian tej (honey wine). Arrive before 7:30pm showtime to score a coveted fireside table. No cover charge; two-drink minimum. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-440-7414; www.shebapianolounge.com; 1419 Fillmore St; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 31, 38)




3AMC Kabuki 8 CINEMA

map Google map

A go-to for rainy-day matinees, featuring big-name flicks and film-festival favorites. Reserve a stadium recliner seat online ($2 extra) and arrive early to beat the line to the bar for wine, beer and cocktails to pair with your movie snacks (hence the 21-plus designation for most shows). Dress to match your movie and you’ll fit right in with Kabuki crowds. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-346-3243; www.amctheatres.com; 1881 Post St; [image: icon-busgif]g2, 3, 22, 38)




3Festa Karaoke Lounge KARAOKE

map Google map

In Japan Center, follow sounds of familiar tunes sung by unfamiliar voices into this tiny, dark lounge straight out of a manga comic. For $2 per song, anyone can claim the spotlight on Festa’s miniature stage, and belt until the glowing cityscape backdrop quivers. The songbook’s massive and drink menu short but impressive, from yuzu shochu cocktails to Sonoma pinot noir (21+). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-971-9648; www.festalounge.com; 1825a Post St, Suite 210; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38)





Shopping


7Kinokuniya Books BOOKS

map Google map

Like warriors in a showdown, the manga, bookstore and stationery divisions of Kinokuniya vie for your attention. You must choose where your loyalties lie: with vampire comics downstairs, stunning Daido Moriyama photography books and Harajuku street-fashion mags upstairs, or across the hall to stationery for whiskey-barrel-wood Pure Malt pens and journals featuring a pensive fried egg – for collecting your ‘eggsistential thoughts.’ ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-567-7625; https://usa.kinokuniya.com/stores-kinokuniya-san-francisco; 1581 Webster St, Japan Center; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38)




7Soko Hardware HOMEWARES

map Google map

Since 1925 four generations of the Ashizawa family have made it their mission to stock Soko with exceptional, affordable, hard-to-find housewares, from hot-water ladles for Japanese baths to properly tuned wind chimes. When (not if) Japantown inspires you to bring small graces into your own home and garden, Soko is your source for ikebana, bonsai, tea-ceremony and Zen rock-garden supplies. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-931-5510; www.sokohardware.com; 1698 Post St; [image: icon-busgif]g2, 3, 22, 38)



[image: jpg]
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7Paper Tree ARTS & CRAFTS

map Google map

Turn left at Ruth Asawa’s bronze Origami Fountains into this paper-craft emporium, where endless possibilities unfold. Since 1968 Paper Tree has inspired original origami, filling glass display cases with astounding creations: cocoon dresses, minuscule frogs and vast coral reefs made entirely of paper. Beginners can fold their own Death Star with Star Wars kits, while paper pros get creative with stunning handmade washi paper. (Origami Store; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-921-7100; 1743 Osaka Way; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38)




7SF76 CERAMICS, HOMEWARES

map Google map

Upgrade from boring basics to modern Japanese designs bound to bring joy: hand-forged knives, square-handled Hasami porcelain mugs, bronzed Traveler’s Company pen cases and Makoo recycled leather totes to hold it all. The cup and bowl collections cover entire walls, and stunning tablescapes feature handcrafted pieces by San Francisco artisans – including stoneware ramen bowls and adorable bunny chopstick holders. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-922-8331; www.sankosf.com; 1758 Buchanan St; [image: icon-busgif]g2, 3, 22, 38)




Whose Neighborhood?

From Fillmore St to Pacific Heights, prices climb and demographics shift – there’s a reason San Franciscans nicknamed this area ‘Specific Whites.’ But there are through lines along Fillmore St too, with Victorian flats, nightlife and small businesses galore. It’s hard to say where one neighborhood ends and the next begins, because Japantown, the Fillmore and Pacific Heights are inextricably linked by history. In the 1880s Japanese American fishers and traders settled this peaceful hillside, calling it Nihonmachi (Japantown). When downtown billionaires noticed the views, they staked out hilltop sites for Pacific Heights mansions. Powerful women took up residence, including Black billionaire and Underground Railroad pioneer Mary Ellen Pleasant, nude model turned Legion of Honor founder Alma Spreckles, and former US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

Savvy builders copied Pac Heights’ swanky styles downhill, rapidly constructing Victorian row-houses in sections. This early pre-fab architecture produced affordable, fabulous Fillmore flats, attracting middle-class Filipino, Jewish and Black entrepreneurs. Neighborhood supper clubs and late-night venues became magnets for top talent, packing dance floors with multiethnic crowds nightly.

WWII changed everything. In 1942 President Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066, imprisoning Japanese Americans in remote camps as suspected ‘enemy aliens.’ Japantown leaders filed lawsuits against this violation of civil rights, but reparations and an official apology would take 45 years. Meanwhile, the US Navy needed battleships for war in the Pacific, and recruited women and Black workers to lead the Bay Area shipbuilding effort. By 1945 around 30,000 Black workers were settled in and around Fillmore St and Japantown, where Japanese Americans had been evicted from their homes.

After WWII, many Japanese Americans returned from incarceration camps only to discover that real-estate speculators had plans for their old neighborhood. Over 15 years, developers bulldozed more than 38 blocks of small businesses and affordable Victorian flats for high-rise condos – displacing more than 13,000 Japanese American and Black San Franciscans. The new Geary Blvd expressway divided the neighborhood, splitting Japantown from Fillmore.

The community stood its ground. With wrecking balls swinging, Black and Japanese American community leaders banded together. Today, the Fillmore St and Geary Blvd area is a vibrant patchwork of multi-family housing, small businesses and local institutions.




7Katsura Garden BONSAI

map Google map

Small wonders are the specialty of Katsura Garden, bonsai-garden masters. Years of training go into each tiny tree gracing these shelves, from the miniature juniper that looks like it grew on a windswept molehill to the stunted maple that sheds five tiny, perfect red leaves each autumn. Pick up bonsai and floral supplies to keep the inspiration flowing. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-931-6209; 1825 Post St, Japan Center; [image: icon-busgif]g2, 3, 22, 38)




7New People CLOTHING, SHOES

map Google map

A three-story emporium devoted to Japanese pop culture, New People brings Tokyo style to San Francisco. Get dolled up in Lolita petticoat dresses at 2nd-floor Baby the Stars Shine Bright, or freestyle in Sou-Sou’s modern graphic shifts inspired by kantoui (tunics) worn circa 500 BCE. Check the website for upcoming tea tastings, J-pop summits, anime film premieres and other events in the basement auditorium. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-345-1975; www.newpeopleworld.com; 1746 Post St; [image: icon-busgif]g2, 3, 22, 38)




Kabuki Springs & Spa

Gooong! That’s a subtle hint to chatty spa-goers to shush, restoring meditative silence to Japantown’s communal, clothing-optional bathhouse (map, D5; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-922-6000; www.kabukisprings.com; 1750 Geary Blvd; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 38). Salt-scrub in the steam room, soak in the hot pool, take a cold plunge, reheat in the sauna, rinse and repeat. Men/transmen and women/transwomen alternate days except all-gender Tuesdays, when bathing suits are required. Spa treatments include herbal shiatsu massage, with optional reduced-price communal baths ($20) and validated parking.

Plan on 2½ hours for a leisurely bath experience, plus a wait at peak times. Book treatments and bath access online, and arrive promptly – after 15 minutes, you’ll be wait-listed. During off-peak weekdays, you can just show up, add your name to the wait list and browse Japan Center until they text you that there’s an opening.











The Mission

The best way to enjoy the Mission is with a book in one hand and a burrito in the other, amid murals, sunshine and the usual crowd of filmmakers, techies, skaters and novelists. Calle 24 (24th St) is SF’s designated Latino Cultural District, and the Mission offers nightlife for everyone: dance clubs, historic lesbian bars, saloons, experimental theater and movie premieres.

[image: jpg]
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The Short List

AMission murals See garage doors, storefronts and entire alleyways transformed into canvases.

ADogpatch Crawl Spot art taking root in SF’s historic port district warehouses.

ADolores Park Play, picnic and people-watch entire days away.

ACalle 24 Latino Cultural District Get obsessed with huaraches, mosaics, skateboarding and history.

AMission nightlife Toast SF in award-winning lounges, historic saloons and landmark lesbian bars.




Getting There & Around

[image: icon-busgif]g Lines serving the Mission include 9, 12, 14, 22, 27 and 33. Bus 48 serves the Mission and Dogpatch.

Streetcar The J streetcar heads from downtown alongside the Mission. The T Muni line from downtown stops along 3rd St, in the Dogpatch district.

[image: icon-bartgif]Z Stations at 16th and 24th Sts serve the Mission.







Top ExperienceTake in as Many of 400-Plus Mission Murals as You Can



Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera have no idea what they started. Since the Mexican painting power couple came to SF for a working honeymoon in the 1930s, they’ve inspired generations of muralists to create 400-plus Mission murals – a splendid show of political dissent, community pride and street-art bravado. Today multistory murals cover Calle 24 (24th St), SF’s Latino Cultural District.

[image: jpg]
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map Google map

[image: icon-phonegif]%415-285-2287

www.precitaeyes.org

btwn 24th & 25th Sts

[image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 27, 48

[image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission






Mission Murals

yTop Tips

AOutdoor murals are free for all to enjoy – but it you’re posting a pic on social media, kindly credit the muralist. Mission muralists know their copyright law, so any photos must be for noncommercial use.

AMuralists lead weekend Precita Eyes ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-285-2287; www.precitaeyes.org; 2981 24th St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 48, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission) walking tours, covering 60 to 70 Mission murals within a six- to 10-block radius of the mural arts nonprofit’s mosaic-covered HQ. Tours last just under two hours. Proceeds fund mural upkeep and new commissions.




5Take a Break

Find out why entire Mission art movements have been fueled by huaraches (sandal-shaped stuffed masa pockets) at La Palma Mexicatessen.





Balmy Alley

Inspired by Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera’s 1930s SF artworks, Mujeres Muralistas (‘Women Muralists’) set out to transform the political landscape in 1973. By painting Balmy Alley garage doors (pictured) they turned a neglected backstreet into a safe passage and built neighborhood pride. Today the murals are maintained by nonprofit Precita Eyes, including early Kahlo homages.




Clarion Alley

Open-air gallery Clarion Alley (www.clarionalleymuralproject.org; btwn 17th & 18th Sts; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 22, 33, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission, [image: icon-metrogif]m16th St Mission) has spray-paint masterworks curated by a street artists’ collective, including Tanya Wischerath’s portraits of SF’s transgender trailblazers as saints. Few of the 900 murals survive tests of time and taggers here – an exception is Jet Martinez’ glimpse of Clarion Alley inside a forest spirit. With alums like Barry McGee and Alicia McCarthy, this alley has produced more stars than most art schools.




Women’s Building

Serving the community since 1979, Women’s Building ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-431-1180; www.womensbuilding.org; 3543 18th St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 22, 33, 49, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission, [image: icon-metrogif]mJ) was lovingly painted by seven women Mission muralistas and 100 volunteers in 1994 – its five-story MaestraPeace shows goddesses and feminist icons weaving glorious fabric. On the restored Lapidge St side is Nobel Prize–winner Rigoberta Menchú, reproductive-rights advocate and former US Surgeon-General Dr Joycelyn Elders, and artist Georgia O’Keefe.




826 Valencia

Pulitzer Prize winner and graphic novelist Chris Ware’s gold-leaf mural celebrates human attempts to communicate atop 826 Valencia. This literary nonprofit is fronted by a Pirate Store, for all your pirate needs.









Walking TourDogpatch Crawl


Hop the Muni T-line streetcar to SF’s waterfront Dogpatch district, and you’ll discover there’s life beyond Golden State Warriors games at Chase Center. Take a closer look between ports reclaimed as parks and futuristic self-driving car startups, and you’ll notice Dogpatch’s old shipping warehouses are overflowing with exciting art and ideas.


Walk Facts

Start Letterform Archive

End Besharam

Length 1 miles; two hours



[image: jpg]


1Letterform Archive

Nonprofit Letterform Archive ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-802-7485; www.letterformarchive.org; 2325 3rd St; [image: icon-busgif]g22, [image: icon-metrogif]mT) captures Bay Area words in fine form, from elegant art books to handmade protest signs. Punk zine publishers, Adobe software designers and other creative San Franciscans flock here to see powerful print, from 1960s Black Panther newspapers to 1980s AIDS awareness posters.




2ICASF

Making a splash on a quiet, tree-lined street, nonprofit Institute for Contemporary Art San Francisco (ICASF; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-226-9250; www.icasf.org; 901 Minnesota St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g33, [image: icon-metrogif]mT) hosts free, experimental shows on urgent topics, from climate change to reparations. Artists and techies have competed for space and attention in San Francisco since the gold rush – but they’re co-conspirators at ICASF, where major funders include Instagram cofounders.




3Museum of Craft & Design

Poetry made from cast-off clothes and journal entries cast in concrete: handcrafted originals restore wonder to the industrial age at the Museum of Craft & Design ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-773-0303; www.sfmcd.org; 2569 3rd St; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 48, [image: icon-metrogif]mT). The DIY makerspace is equipped with supplies, so you can capture inspiration while it’s fresh – or leave artistry to the pros featured in the museum shop.




4Minnesota Street Project

Art took root in Dogpatch in 2016, when venture-capitalist arts patrons Deborah and Andy Rappaport opened Minnesota Street Project (www.minnesotastreetproject.com; 1275 Minnesota St; [image: icon-busgif]g48, [image: icon-metrogif]mT) with subsidized artists’ studios and galleries. Shows are free and fearless, from Anglim/Trimble’s art-provocateurs to Eleanor Harwood Gallery’s meticulous dreamscapes. Galleries open until 8pm for fabulous First Saturdays; check calendar online.




5Besharam

Feel free to discuss art with your mouth full at Besharam, creative Californian takes on regional South Asian snacks with clever cocktails – don’t miss the gin-laced drunken pani puri and Point Reyes blue cheese paratha.







[image: jpg]



1Top Experiences

Mission MuralsE7




1Sights

1Dolores ParkA5

2826 ValenciaB5

3Catharine Clark GalleryF3

4Creativity ExploredB3

5Hosfelt GalleryF3

6Crane Cove ParkF3

7Incline GalleryB4

8Mission Cultural Center for Latino ArtsC7




5Eating

9La Palma MexicatessenE7

10Reem’sC8

11La TaqueriaC7

12Craftsman & WolvesB4

13DelfinaB4

14Tartine ManufactoryE4

15Farmhouse Kitchen Thai CuisineE4

16Foreign CinemaC6

17BesharamF8

18Chile LindoC3

19Burma LoveB1

20Udupi PalaceB6

21Tortas Los PicudosE7




6Drinking

22Trick DogE5

23ZeitgeistB1

24UngraftedF6

25El RioC8

26%ABVB3

2720 SpotC5

28Ritual Coffee RoastersB6

29ElixirB3

30Thee ParksideF3

31HomesteadD4

32YieldF6




3Entertainment

33ODC TheaterD3

34Roxie CinemaB3

35Chase CenterF2

36Alamo Drafthouse CinemaC6

37Bottom of the Hill

38Brava TheaterF7

39ChapelB4

40Brick & MortarC1

41MarshB6




7Shopping

42Adobe Books & Arts CoopD7

43Community ThriftB3

44Gravel & GoldB5

45Rainbow GroceryD1

46Mission Comics & ArtC4

47BagguB5

48NooworksB2

49Ministry of ScentB5

50Medicine for NightmaresE7

51Bi-RiteB4

52Needles & PensC6











Sights


1Dolores Park PARK

map Google map

Welcome to San Francisco’s sunny side, the land of street ball and Mayan-pyramid playgrounds, semiprofessional tanning and glorious taco picnics. Grassy slopes are dedicated to the fine art of lolling, while lowlands host soccer, Frisbee, political protests and other local sports. Good weather brings cultural events, including Easter’s Hunky Jesus drag contest, free summer movie nights and fall SF Mime Troupe performances. Fair warning: secondhand highs copped near the refurbished bathroom may have you chasing the helados (ice-cream) cart. (www.sfrecpark.org; Dolores St, btwn 18th & 20th Sts; [image: icon-familygif]c[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 33, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission, [image: icon-metrogif]mJ)




1826 Valencia CULTURAL CENTER

map Google map

Avast, ye scurvy scallywags! If ye be shipwrecked without yer eye patch or McSweeney’s literary anthology, lay down ye doubloons and claim yer booty at this here nonprofit pirate store. While kids be writing tall tales for dark nights below decks, ye can watch Fish Theater, if that be yer dastardly inclination. (Pirate Supply Store; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-642-5905; www.826valencia.org; 826 Valencia St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 33, 49, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission, [image: icon-metrogif]mJ)




1Catharine Clark Gallery GALLERY

map Google map

Art revolutions are instigated at Catharine Clark, a showcase for such gorgeous provocations as Masami Teraoka’s paintings of geishas and samurai battling the AIDS epidemic, and Stephanie Syjuco’s self-portraits in faux-native costume sourced from chain stores. Don’t miss riveting video/new-media works, like Trina Michelle Robinson’s explorations of her pre-slavery roots. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-399-1439; www.cclarkgallery.com; 248 Utah St; [image: icon-busgif]g9, 10, 19, 22, 27, 33)




1Creativity Explored GALLERY

map Google map

Be the first to glimpse artworks destined for museum retrospectives, Marc Jacobs handbags and CB2 throw pillows – all by local artists with developmental disabilities who create multimedia art at this nonprofit center. Intriguing themes range from monsters to Morse code, and openings are joyous celebrations with the artists, their families and dedicated fan base. Original artworks sell fast, but you can score limited-edition T-shirts, notecards and prints – proceeds directly support the artists and their families through dedicated funds. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-863-2108; www.creativityexplored.org; 3245 16th St; donations welcome; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 22, 33, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission, [image: icon-metrogif]mJ)




1Hosfelt Gallery GALLERY

map Google map

Trancelike states are often induced by Hosfelt, where visitors step from gritty sidewalks into dreamy, finely detailed interior worlds. Close inspection reveals that Russel Crotty’s space-telescope skyscapes are finely drawn in colored pencil, Liliana Porter’s crowd photos are composed riots of toy figurines, and Julie Chang’s spellbinding wall graffiti is composed of interlocking international amulets protecting all who view them. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-495-5454; www.hosfeltgallery.com; 260 Utah St; [image: icon-busgif]g9, 10, 22, 27, 33)




1Crane Cove Park PARK

map Google map

Nick and Nora are the iconic industrial cranes framing San Francisco’s central Bay waterfront – but after more than a century, they’re now officially retired at this 7-acre portside park. Nick watches over picnickers at Bayside tables and kiddos playing on the rocky beach – there’s no lifeguard here – while Nora overlooks San Francisco’s most scenic dog run. (www.sfport.com; 18th & Illinois Sts; [image: icon-familygif]c[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g15,22, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)



[image: jpg]

Crane Cove Park | EXTROSPECTIVELY/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


1Incline Gallery GALLERY

map Google map

Ramp up your art collection at Incline, a sloping gallery at the rear of an ex-mortuary where bodies were once transported for embalming. Today this is where San Francisco’s emerging talents begin upward career trajectories, with shows hung along the skylit ramp, from Jose Arias’ iconic Mexican Americana photographs to Gary Miller’s rhinestone-studded glitter-drag portraits. Wall installations add discoveries around every corner, while prices remain surprisingly down to earth. (www.inclinegallerysf.com; 766 Valencia St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 22, 33, 49, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission, [image: icon-metrogif]mJ)




1Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts ART

map Google map

Strike a tango pose, take up the conga, or silk-screen a protest poster at the printmaking studio at the Mission’s Latinx arts hub. Teachers are accomplished artists who support their community, generously offering hands-on workshops for neighbors, fellow artists and visitors of all ages. Check the online calendar for upcoming events, from gallery openings to documentary screenings, and don’t miss November’s Día de los Muertos altar displays. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-821-1155; www.missionculturalcenter.org; 2868 Mission St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 48, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission)





Eating


5La Palma Mexicatessen MEXICAN $

map Google map

Follow the applause: that’s the clapping sound of organic tortilla-making in progress. You’ve found the Mission mother lode of handmade tamales, huaraches, and pupusas (tortilla pockets) with fillings like cotija (Oaxacan cheese), carnitas (slow-roasted pork) or chicharones (pork crackling), topped by La Palma’s own tangy tomatillo sauce. Get takeout or bring a small army to finish feasts at sunny sidewalk tables. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-647-1500; www.lapalmasf.com; 2884 24th St; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 27, 48, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission)




5Reem’s BAKERY, MIDDLE EASTERN $

map Google map

When acclaimed Syrian-Palestinian chef Reem Assil opened her Mission corner bakery, her neighbors quickly learned the Arabic expression sahtein (‘enjoy in good health’). Reem’s serves sensational, sustainable Palestinian Californian comfort food hot from the oven, including mana’eesh flatbread – get ‘Pali-Cali’ sumac-laced chicken with crunchy arugula and caramelized and pickled onions. Dishes are made for sharing, including classic mezze like baba ghanoush, weekend brunch signatures like shakshuka (eggs poached in spicy tomato sauce) and obligatory pistachio-studded knafeh (cheese pastry). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-780-1953; www.reemscalifornia.com; 2901 Mission St)




5La Taqueria MEXICAN $

map Google map

San Francisco’s definitive burrito has hardly changed since 1972: grilled meats, slow-cooked beans, flour tortillas, just-made housemade salsa, period. No dubious saffron rice, mango salsa or spinach tortillas here – James Beard Award–winning LaTaq serves pure burrito bliss, especially with added escabeche (spicy pickled vegetables) and crema (sour cream). Worth the wait, always. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-285-7117; www.facebook.com/lataqsf; 2889 Mission St; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 48, 49, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission)




5Craftsman & Wolves BAKERY $

map Google map

Breakfast rules are made to be broken by the Rebel Within: a sausage-spiked Asiago-cheese muffin with a silken soft-boiled egg baked inside. Stop by for midafternoon foam-arty cappuccino with matcha (green-tea) cookies, or make it an occasion with gorgeous pastries – yuzu coconut cakes are ideal for non-birthdays, while foggy days call for clouds of champagne mousse with a cassis center. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-913-7713; www.craftsman-wolves.com; 746 Valencia St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 22, 33, 49, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission, [image: icon-metrogif]mJ)




5Delfina ITALIAN $$

map Google map

Nothing beats playing all day in Dolores Park, except maybe skipping downhill to Delfina for dinner. Count on rustic Italian cuisine prepared with California ingredients so fresh, you can taste the sunshine in that ragù. Signature Sonoma duck breast melts into brown-butter polenta, and housemade stuffed pasta is full of local, seasonal surprises – Petrale sole and tomatoes, or Brentwood corn and tomatoes. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-552-4055; www.delfinasf.com; 3621 18th St; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 22, 33, 49, [image: icon-metrogif]mJ, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission)




5Tartine Manufactory CALIFORNIAN $

map Google map

What began as a bakehouse has become a powerhouse of artisan foods, in a converted factory so awash in sunshine and good vibes, it seems Instagram-filtered. Join the line for specialty coffee drinks and grab-and-go pastry, or order mimosas and wait for a table to enjoy brisket hash brunches or smoked-salmon tartine lunches. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-757-0007; www.tartinemanufactory.com; 595 Alabama St; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 22, 27, 33)




5Farmhouse Kitchen Thai Cuisine THAI $$

map Google map

California farm-to-table cuisine gets Thai street smarts in this warehouse restaurant showcasing organic local ingredients and regional Thai night-market inspiration. Organic Sonoma fried chicken laced with fresh turmeric packs a savory punch, but spicy eggplant with blue rice teaches your taste buds Thai kickboxing. Get artful cocktails but skip spendy seafood, and come back for the four-course weekday lunch ($28). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-814-2920; www.farmhousethai.com; 710 Florida St; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 27)




5Foreign Cinema CALIFORNIAN $$$

map Google map

Like the timeless films screened in the courtyard, award-winning chef Gayle Pirie’s classic California signature dishes have made San Francisco date-night memories for 20 years. Rave reviews keep rolling in for her crisp sesame-fried chicken and seasonal, sustainable seafood dishes like California sea bass with sage pesto. For the red-carpet treatment, check out the oyster bar. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-648-7600; www.foreigncinema.com; 2534 Mission St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 33, 48, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission)



[image: jpg]

Desserts, Foreign Cinema | LAUREN WOLFE/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


5Besharam NORTHERN INDIAN $$

map Google map

Consider permission granted to discuss art with your mouth full at Besharam, located inside the Minnesota Street Project. Art openings are upstaged by chef/owner Heena Patel’s Gujarati-Californian cocktails and clever chaat: paratha with Point Reyes blue cheese, drunken pani-puri with gin-spiked tamarind water, and show-stopping blueberry saffron cheesecake. Reserve ahead or wait for bar seating – arrivals and departures are strictly timed. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-580-7662; www.besharamrestaurant.com; 1275 Minnesota St, [image: icon-busgif]g48, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




5Chile Lindo LATIN AMERICAN $

map Google map

Paula Tejeda bakes empanadas fresh daily at her deli in the Mission’s historic 1915 Redstone Labor Temple. Her pastries showcase local, sustainable ingredients and native Chilean spices. Enjoy with Chilean wine, plus live music 7pm to 10pm Thursdays. ¡Que sabroso! (Tasty!) ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-621-6108; www.chilelindo.com; 2944 16th St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 22, 33, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission)




5Burma Love BURMESE $$

map Google map

For flavors that hug your tongue, then deliver a swift kick, it must be Burma Love. Salad gets upgraded to the main event here, mixed table-side with fermented tea leaf, toasted garlic and sesame seeds. Meanwhile, profoundly spiced vegetables make star turns across the menu and coconut sticky rice adds decadence. Top-notch cocktails offset haphazard service. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-861-2100; www.burmainc.com; 211 Valencia St; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]jF, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission)




5Udupi Palace SOUTH INDIAN $

map Google map

Tandoori in the Tenderloin is for novices – San Francisco foodies queue for the bright, clean flavors of Udupi’s South Indian dosas (light, crispy lentil-flour pancakes) dipped in sambar (vegetable stew) and coconut chutney. Marathoners may need help finishing the 2ft-long paper dosa – save room for pea-and-onion uthappam (lentil-flour pancake) and bagala bhath (yogurt rice with nutty toasted mustard seeds). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-970-8000; www.udupipalacesanfranciscoca.com; 1007 Valencia St; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 33, 49, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission)




5Tortas Los Picudos MEXICAN $

map Google map

Mexico City’s signature street food gets reinvented to satisfy famished La Raza skateboarders. These sandwiches are stuffed with farm-fresh veggies and healthy poached chicken or tangy marinated pulled pork, with optional (and recommended) pickled jalapeños and slabs of avocado. Wash it down with a strawberry-mango smoothie or freshly squeezed OJ, and you can skip dinner. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-824-4199; 2969 24th St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 26, 33, 49, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission)




Make Your Own Mission Meals

Mission restaurants may not deliver to your hometown – but you can take inspiration to go. The i-Rite Market community food nonprofit 18 Reasons (map, A4; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-568-2710; www.18reasons.org; 3674 18th St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 33, [image: icon-metrogif]mJ) offers affordable hands-on cooking classes and skill-building workshops – spots fill quickly, especially for popular essential knife skills classes ($75). For further inspiration, producer dinners offer only-in-SF experiences – like singing sea shanties over sustainable seafood feasts with San Francisco’s acclaimed sea-forager Kirk Lombard ($160).

Fresh local ingredients are the key to any great Mission meal – and you’ll hit the motherlode on Thursdays at nonprofit, neighborhood-run Mission Community Market (map, C6; www.missioncommunitymarket.org; Bartlett St, btwn 21st & 22nd Sts; [image: icon-veggif]v[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 48, 49, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission). More than 30 local farmers and food artisans offer California produce and inspired San Francisco street food – look for Coastside Farms’ smoked albacore, Far West Fungi’s mushrooms and Flour Chylde pastries. Enjoy shade, seating and mariachis at the outdoor market’s mural-lined La Placita plaza.






Drinking


6Trick Dog BAR

map Google map

To fall in love with San Francisco, you don’t need to drink the Kool-Aid – just try these cocktails inspired by local obsessions Whole Earth Catalog, Mission muralists or Chinese horoscopes. Whenever Trick Dog finds a fresh obsession, the menu changes – proof you can teach an old dog new tricks and improve on old-fashioneds. Arrive early for bar stools or reserve the mood-lit loft for bar bites, and try the mocktails (really). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-471-2999; www.trickdogbar.com; 3010 20th St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 48)




6Zeitgeist BEER GARDEN

map Google map

You’ve got two seconds flat to order from boss women barkeeps used to putting bikers in check – but with 64 taps of craft beer, you’re spoiled for choice. Since 1977 epic afternoons have unfolded in Zeitgeist’s sunny garden, where strangers bond over tall Bloody Marys and fat burgers at long tables. San Francisco’s longest happy hour lasts until 6pm weekdays. Cash only; no photos (read: no evidence). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-255-7505; www.zeitgeistsf.com; 199 Valencia St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 22, 48, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission)




6Ungrafted WINE BAR

map Google map

After Dogpatch gallery-hopping, head to Ungrafted for blind flights of California vintages with business-and-life-partner somms Chris Gaither and Rebecca Fineman, the world’s 25th female master sommelier. Ask these experts to help you navigate the enormous wine list – including many splits, or half-bottles – and find inventive food pairings with za’atar flatbread and arepas topped with Tsar Nicolai caviar. Check website for classes. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-814-2129; www.ungraftedsf.com; 2419 3rd St; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 48, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




6El Rio CLUB

map Google map

Work it all out on the dance floor with San Francisco’s most down and funky crowd – the full rainbow spectrum of colorful characters is here to party. Highlights include Salsa Sunday, Saturday Mango lesbian parties, free oysters from 5:30pm Friday, drag bingo and Karaokiki Wednesdays, and air hockey whenever. Expect knockout margaritas and shameless flirting on a patio that’s seen it all since 1978. Cash only. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-282-3325; www.elriosf.com; 3158 Mission St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 27, 49, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission)




6%ABV COCKTAIL BAR

map Google map

Discerning drinkers recognize the name (the abbreviation for ‘per cent alcohol by volume’) and appreciate the craft – why yes, you would like tangerine oil in your martini, and a massive hand-cut ice cube with your Japanese malt whiskey. Top-notch hooch is served with zero pretension, including excellent Cali wine, beer and low-ABV drinks too. Order tasty bar bites early, before the place packs. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-400-4748; www.abvsf.com; 3174 16th St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 22, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission, [image: icon-metrogif]mJ)




620 Spot WINE BAR

map Google map

Find your California mellow at this neighborhood wine lounge in an 1885 Victorian, former home of Force of Habit punk-record shop – note the vintage sign. Standard wine lists seem way too top 40 after trying deep cuts like Blaufränkisch, Furmint and Carricante. Caution: house-baked tres leches cake with tawny port could become a habit. Come early for cozy lounge or heated outdoor seating; no reservations. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-624-3140; www.20spot.com; 3565 20th St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 22, 33, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission)




6Ritual Coffee Roasters CAFE

map Google map

Cults wish they inspired the same devotion as Ritual, where regulars solemnly queue for house-roasted cappuccino with ferns drawn in foam and specialty drip coffees with highly distinctive flavor profiles – descriptions comparing roasts to grapefruit peel or toasted hazelnut aren’t exaggerating. Electrical outlets are limited to encourage conversation, so you can eavesdrop on dates and political-protest plans. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-641-1011; www.ritualroasters.com; 1026 Valencia St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 48, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission)



[image: jpg]

Ritual Coffee Roasters | HORST FRIEDRICHS/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©


6Elixir BAR

map Google map

Do the planet a favor and have another drink at San Francisco’s first certified green bar, in an actual 1858 Wild West saloon (notice the discreet former women’s entrance in the bathroom). Sesquicentennial favorites are reinvented here with local organic, biodynamic spirits, from pisco sours to frozen Irish coffees – but Elixir’s signature whiskey cocktails get everyone air-guitar rocking to the killer jukebox. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-522-1633; www.elixirsf.com; 3200 16th St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 22, 33, 49, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission, [image: icon-metrogif]mJ)




6Thee Parkside BAR

map Google map

Band stickers plastering courtyard walls may actually be holding Thee Parkside together, which remains improbably intact after solid rocking by local bands for decades (cover free to $15). Crowds of bikers, art-school profs, start-up founders and chefs-in-training practically camp out on the sunny, dog-friendly back patio, where everyone bonds over shared tater-tot nachos and legit margaritas. Live dangerously: take shots with strangers at the bar or in the vintage photo booth. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-252-1330; www.theeparkside.com; 1600 17th St; [image: icon-busgif]g10, 19, 22)




6Homestead BAR

map Google map

Your friendly Victorian corner dive c 1893, complete with carved-wood bar, pressed-tin ceiling, roast peanuts in the shell and Mission characters galore. During Prohibition, this saloon sold sandwiches and soda spiked with hooch hidden in table drawers.

Today San Francisco’s creative contingent packs Homestead to celebrate art openings and writing assignments with draft beer – and when Iggy Pop hits the jukebox, stand back. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-282-4663; www.homesteadsf.com; 2301 Folsom St; [image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 22, 33, 49, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission)




6Yield WINE BAR

map Google map

It’s easy being green at Yield, a storefront wine bar splashing out sustainably farmed vintages at bistro tables indoors and on the sunny sidewalk. Your hosts are two adorable Labradors, who encourage you to settle in with a glass, maybe some tasty flatbread and California cheeses, and kick it with a convivial crowd that gets downright rowdy on trivia nights. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-401-8984; www.yieldandpause.com; 2490 3rd St; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 48, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)




The Mission’s Landmark Lesbian & Nonbinary Bars

When SF’s first lesbian bar opened in 1936, there was nothing quite like it in the US. By 1980 there were 200+ lesbian bars nationwide – yet at this writing, only 27 are in business. If you’re here, queer, and looking for the lesbian and nonbinary party, you’re in the right place: the Mission has the most lesbian-centric bars of any US neighborhood.

The Mission’s original lesbian landmark is Wild Side West ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-647-3099; www.wildsidewest.com; 424 Cortland Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g24), where the clientele has kept busy since 1962 making herstory. The sculpture garden began in the 1970s, when killjoy neighbors chucked toilets over the fence to protest women enjoying themselves – but upcycled toilet planters became the pride of the Wild Side.

The neon sign at Jolene’s (map, D2; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-913-7948; www.jolenessf.com; 2700 16th St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 22, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th Mission St) announces ‘you are safe here,’ and the butt wallpaper is an invitation to shake yours with other lesbian and nonbinary partiers. Join scenes already in progress at femme-centric UHaul parties, Sunday drag brunch buffets, burlesque performances, and fierce tournaments on the pink pool table.

The newcomer to the neighborhood is femme-centric Mother (map, B3; www.mothersf.com; 3079 16th St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 22, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St), where the purple exterior hints at a 40-year out-and-proud history. Punk vibes and pint-sized margaritas keep nights unpredictable, but if you’re feeling brave, get the Ex – a tart gingery gin cocktail that’s slightly bitter. Afterward, you may want to switch to the nonalcoholic BFF. Cash only.

But wait, there’s more to Mission lesbian nightlife: Mango lesbian parties are marquee Saturday events at El Rio, SF’s most down and funky rainbow-spectrum bar since 1978.






Entertainment


3ODC Theater DANCE

map Google map

With risky, raw performances and the sheer joy of movement, ODC has been redefining dance for more than 50 years. The regular performance season runs from September to December, but ODC stages year-round shows featuring touring and international artists. Down the block at 351 Shotwell St, ODC Dance Commons offers 200-plus classes a week from flamenco to vogue for all dance levels. (Oberlin Dance Collective; [image: icon-phonegif]%box office 415-863-9834, classes 415-863-6606; www.odc.dance; 3153 17th St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 22, 33, 49, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission)




3Roxie Cinema CINEMA

map Google map

This vintage 1909 cinema is a neighborhood nonprofit with an international reputation for distributing documentaries and showing controversial films banned elsewhere. Tickets to film-festival premieres, rare revivals and raucous Oscars telecasts sell out – buy them online – but if the main show’s packed, discover riveting documentaries in teensy next-door Little Roxy instead. No ads, plus personal introductions to every film. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-863-1087; www.roxie.com; 3117 16th St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 22, 33, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission)




3Chase Center BASKETBALL

map Google map

The sing-song chant ‘Warr-i-ors!’ is both a SF game-day greeting and a taunt to fans of visiting teams, taking on SF’s frequent NBA champions (four times since 2014) with a home-court advantage. Single-game tickets are sold via Chase Center’s website, with prices rising steeply from $40 nosebleed bleachers to high triple digits for grudge matches against LA Lakers.

Between October and May seasons, the Center hosts marquee headliners from pop (Paramore, Drake) to comedy (Jerry Seinfeld–Jim Gaffigan double bill), plus monster-trucks and community events. (Golden State Warriors Stadium; [image: icon-phonegif]%888-479-4667; 1 Warriors Way; [image: icon-busgif]g15, 22, [image: icon-metrogif]mT)
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Chase Center | SUNDRY PHOTOGRAPHY/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


3Alamo Drafthouse Cinema CINEMA

map Google map

The landmark 1932 New Mission cinema is restored to its original Timothy Pflueger–designed art-deco glory, and it’s on a mission to upgrade dinner-and-a-movie dates. Staff deliver movie-themed cocktails, beer and pizza to your plush banquette seats while you enjoy art-house premieres, weekend blockbusters, or cult revivals at Monday Movie Parties, Terror Tuesdays or well-curated Weird Wednesdays. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-549-5959; www.drafthouse.com/sf; 2550 Mission St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission)




3Bottom of the Hill LIVE MUSIC

map Google map

The bottom of Potrero Hill tops the list for rocking with punk legends the Avengers, Pansy Division and Dead Boys, and newcomers worth checking out for their names alone (Telekinetic Yeti, Whateverglades, Puppeteers for Fears). The patio is covered in handbills and ruled by a cat that prefers music to people – totally punk rock. Anchor Steam on tap; cash only. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-621-4455; www.bottomofthehill.com; 1233 17th St; [image: icon-busgif]g10, 19, 22)




3Brava Theater THEATER

map Google map

Brava’s been producing women-run theater for 40+ years, hosting acts from V-day monologist Eve Ensler to Culture Clash comedy troupe, and it’s the nation’s first company with a commitment to producing original works by women of color and LGBTQ+ playwrights. Brava honors the Mission’s Mexican roots with community fiestas, holiday shows and hand-painted posters modeled after Mexican cinema billboards. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-641-7657; www.brava.org; 2781 24th St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 27, 33, 48)




3Chapel LIVE MUSIC

map Google map

Musical prayers are answered in a 1914 California arts-and-crafts landmark with heavenly acoustics. The 40ft roof is regularly raised by shows by folkYEAH! indie artist showcases, ’80s tribute bands, and performance-art mayhem by the likes of Laurie Anderson and the Residents. Mostly for all ages, except when comedians like W Kamau Bell test edgy material. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-551-5157; www.thechapelsf.com; 777 Valencia St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 33, [image: icon-metrogif]mJ, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission)




3Brick & Mortar LIVE MUSIC

map Google map

Break out of radio ruts and playlist loops with outlandish bands rocking the mortar loose at San Francisco’s Brick & Mortar. The bill here ranges from NPR Tiny Desk artist showcases to reggae violin virtuosos, with breakthrough shows from Popscene indie upstarts and homegrown Bay Area talent from folkYEAH! and California Live. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-678-5099; www.brickandmortarmusic.com; 1710 Mission St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 49, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission)




3Marsh THEATER

map Google map

Choose your seat wisely: you may spend the evening on the edge of it. One-acts and monologues here involve the audience in the creative process, from comedian Marga Gomez’ Swimming with Lesbians to Monday local storyteller showcases. Sliding-scale pricing allows everyone to participate and a few reserved seats are sometimes available (tickets from $50). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-641-0235; www.themarsh.org; 1062 Valencia St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 48, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission)




Calle 24 Latino Cultural District

For a fabulous change of scenery, turn off Mission St and onto 24th St – now known as Calle 24 Latino Cultural District (map, C7; www.calle24sf.org; 3250 24th St). Monumental murals reach around Victorian bay windows, and papel picado (cut-paper streamers) wave from storefronts. Enticing aromas beckon: flowering trees, fresh coffee, pan dulce at historic panaderías. Now you understand why 4000+ people stroll this street every day, and why it’s known as El Corazón de la Misión – the beating heart of the Mission.

Calle 24 murals always look fresh thanks to Precita Eyes, the mural-arts nonprofit that restores historic murals, organizes new mural commissions and leads mural walking tours. You can’t miss Precita Eyes’ Calle 24 storefront, graced by a stunning new mosaic of flower goddess Xochiquetzal by muralist/founder Susan Cervantes.

Skaters roll through mural-covered Balmy Alley between two skater hot spots: La Raza Skatepark (map, F8; cnr 25th & Utah Sts; [image: icon-busgif]g9, 10, 27, 33, 48, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission) and Mission Skateboards (map, D7; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-647-7888; www.missionsk8shop.com; 3045 24th St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 48, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission). Owner and street-skate legend Scot Thompson makes it his mission to equip newbies and pros alike with artist-designed decks, custom tees and stacks of San Francisco’s own Thrasher magazine.

Books are another Calle 24 obsession. When neighborhood bookstores lost business to online megastores, readers rallied, turning Adobe Books and Medicine for Nightmares into member-supported collectives. Don’t miss raucous Calle 24 bookstore events and premieres at Brava Theater, staging original works by women, BIPOC and LBGTQ+ talents in a fabulous 1926 art-deco theater.

Follow the sound of applause from Brava to La Palma Mexicatessen, where that clapping means tortilleras are busy making organic tortillas by hand. Load up on tacos and huaraches to enjoy at 24th & York Minipark (map, E7; www.sfparksalliance.org/our-parks/parks/24th-and-york-mini-park; cnr York & 24th Sts; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g9, 12, 27, 48, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St), for picnics on the mosaic-encrusted back of Quetzalcoatl. The serpent-god first appeared in murals here in 1972, when neighbors rallied to turn a derelict lot into a community hub. Quetzalcoatl’s transformative powers are undeniable, and a gift to all who walk Calle 24.






Shopping


7Adobe Books & Arts Coop BOOKS

map Google map

Wall-to-wall inspiration – just-released fiction, limited-edition art books, rare cookbooks, well-thumbed poetry – plus zine-launch parties, comedy nights and art openings. Mingle with Mission characters debating all-time-greatest pulp-fiction covers and San Francisco history (founder Andrew is a whiz) and see San Francisco artists in the gallery before they hit Whitney Biennials. Adobe is a nonprofit, volunteer-run cooperative; purchases underwrite community events and prison library programs. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-864-3936; www.adobebooks.com; 3130 24th St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 48, 49, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission)




7Community Thrift CLOTHING

map Google map

When local collectors and retailers have too much of a good thing, they donate it to nonprofit Community Thrift, where proceeds go to 200-plus local charities – all the more reason to gloat over your $3 porcelain teacup, $12 vintage suede platform heels and $15 aloha-print romper. Donate your cast-offs (until 5pm daily) and show some love to the community. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-861-4910; www.communitythriftsf.org; 623 Valencia St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 22, 33, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission)




7Gravel & Gold HOMEWARES

map Google map

Get back to the land and in touch with California’s roots without leaving sight of a Mission sidewalk. Gravel & Gold celebrates California’s hippie homesteader movement. Find your own Cali style with hand-thrown stoneware mugs, Risograph posters and rare books on ’70s beach-shack architecture – plus local maker pop-ups and workshops (check the website). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-552-0112; www.gravelandgold.com; 3266 21st St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 49, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission)




7Rainbow Grocery FOOD & DRINKS

map Google map

At this legendary cooperative, chefs find the next San Francisco taste sensation in the massive bulk section, cheesemongers share the bounty of California cheeses, and shoppers flirt shamelessly in the artisan-chocolate aisle. To answer your questions about where to find what, ask a fellow shopper – staff/owners can be elusive. Small but well-priced wine and craft-beer selections; no meat products. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-863-0620; www.rainbow.coop; 1745 Folsom St; [image: icon-busgif]g9, 12, 33, 47)




7Mission Comics & Art COMICS, ART

map Google map

Heads will roll, fists will fly and furious vengeance will be wreaked inside this mild-mannered shop stocking marquee titles (Walking Dead, Star Wars) and indie comics (Snotgirl, Head Lopper). Signings and gallery shows feature major cartoonists, including Poison Ivy cover artist Jessica Fong and Supergirl writer Mariko Tamaki – and comics fans come correct at trivia nights and dog costume contests. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-695-1545; www.missioncomicsandart.com; 2250 Mission St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 33, 49, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission)




7Baggu FASHION & ACCESSORIES

map Google map

Pull out a reusable bag at any San Francisco checkout counter to get a nod of approval – and it saves you a city-mandated 25¢ fee besides. But pull out a colorful, lightweight, durable nylon tote by San Francisco designer Baggu, and San Franciscans may stop you in the street with compliments. Baggu’s flagship stocks fun limited-edition prints – sharks, mushrooms, grass – plus Dolores Park-ready sun hats, insulated coolers and picnic blankets. (www.baggu.com; 911 Valencia St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 33, 49, [image: icon-metrogif]mJ)




7Nooworks CLOTHING

map Google map

Add Mission edge to your style with Nooworks’ local artist-designed, limited-edition, women-owned, California-made styles, most under $100. You’ve probably seen Nooworks’ graphic-print jumpsuits on socials – probably covered in knives, or possibly psychedelic mushrooms – but the art-teacher tunics sell out here before they hit Instagram. Raid the sales rack for fab ’fits for kids, women and nonbinary fashion plates. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-829-7623; www.nooworks.com; 395 Valencia St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 22, 33, 49, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission)




7Ministry of Scent PERFUME

map Google map

If you want to bottle San Francisco and take it home with you, you’ve come to the right place. Ministry of Scent stocks an intoxicating variety of regional perfumers’ creations to transport you from Ocean Beach days to Mission art openings, with Imaginary Authors’ Falling into the Sea and Yosh Han’s conversation-starting Ginger Ciao. Check for in-person perfume events. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-896-4665; www.ministryofscent.com; 973 Valencia St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 33, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission)




7Medicine for Nightmares BOOKS

map Google map

Part bookstore, part community center, with books in the front, and local art shows and art books in the back. Medicine for Nightmares is not a hush-hush place but an authentic San Francisco scene – after 5pm, don’t be surprised to bump into an urban square dance, Wednesday oil-painting workshop or a writers’ gathering. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-824-1761; www.alleycatbookshop.com; 3036 24th St; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 14, 48, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission)




7Bi-Rite FOOD & DRINKS

map Google map

Jewelry counters can’t compare to the dazzle of Bi-Rite’s sublime wall of local artisan chocolates, treasure boxes of organic fruit and California wine and cheese selections expertly curated by upbeat, knowledgeable staff. Step up to the altar-like deli counter to provision five-star Dolores Park picnics. An institution since 1940, Bi-Rite champions good food for all through its nonprofit 18 Reasons. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-241-9760; www.biritemarket.com; 3639 18th St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 22, 33, [image: icon-bartgif]Z16th St Mission, [image: icon-metrogif]mJ)




7Needles & Pens ARTS & CRAFTS

map Google map

Fill your head and home with wild ideas at this scrappy zine newsstand/indie gift shop/design emporium. Pick up gifts your hosts will actually keep – fancy houseplants, cards by local artists, Xara Thustra’s manifesto Friendship Between Artists Is an Equation of Love and Survival – and some treats for yourself, including H Finn Cunningham’s Mental Health Cookbook and those beaded shoulder-dusters from the wall of earrings. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-872-9189; www.needles-pens.com; 1173 Valencia St; [image: icon-busgif]g14, 33, 48, [image: icon-bartgif]Z24th St Mission)











The Castro

Rainbow flags gaily wave hello at the world’s premier LGBTQ+ culture destination, spiritual home to club kids, career activists, leather daddies and drag stars alike. Check Rainbow Honor Walk plaques on Castro sidewalks and notice whose footsteps you’re walking in – Nobel Laureates and astronauts, civil-rights leaders and San Francisco’s very own Empress.

[image: jpg]
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The Short List

ARainbow Honor Walk See how far we’ve come along Castro sidewalks honoring LGBTQ+ trailblazers.

ACastro Theatre Catch a movie premiere, sing-along musical or drag-star showcase.

AGLBT History Museum Time-travel through historic milestones at America’s first LGBTQ+ museum.

AFrances Feast on chef Melissa Perello’s renegade rustic cuisine.

ACorona Heights Park Summit at sunset and watch rainbow lights twinkle below.




Getting There & Around

[image: icon-metrogif]m K, L and M trains run beneath Market St to Castro station. J trains travel from downtown along Church to 18th St and beyond.

Streetcar Vintage streetcars operate on the F-Market line, from Fisherman’s Wharf to Castro St.

[image: icon-busgif]g Buses 24 and 33 serve the Castro.







Top ExperienceFollow LGBTQ+ Trailblazers on the Rainbow Honor Walk



You’re always in excellent company in the Castro, where sidewalk plaques honor LGBTQ+ heroes. Along Market and Castro Sts, 68 trailblazers point the way forward – including Nobel Laureates, censored poets and San Francisco’s own self-declared Absolute Empress José Sarria.

[image: jpg]
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map Google map

www.rainbowhonorwalk.org

Castro St & Market St

[image: icon-metrogif]mCastro St






yTop Tip

AWhen happy hours turn into late nights, get home safely with Homobiles ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-574-5023; www.homobiles.org; donations appreciated), providing secure, reliable, donation-based taxis for the LGBTQ+ community – text for fastest service, 24/7.

ANonprofit Strut ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-437-3400; www.strutsf.org; 470 Castro St; [image: icon-busgif]g24, 33, [image: icon-metrogif]mF, K, L, M) provides private, free and low-cost services, including PrEP HIV prophylaxis, STI testing, counseling and support groups – all part of San Francisco AIDS Foundation’s trailblazing work since 1982.




5Take a Break

When you pass Gertrude Stein on your Rainbow Walk, detour into Anchor Oyster Bar to get your name on the list for sustainably sourced local seafood, including Dungeness crab cakes and San Francisco cioppino (seafood stew).





All Hail the Absolute Empress

In front of the public library on 16th St is a street sign heralding your arrival at José Sarria Court. A bronze plaque explains that this street is dedicated to the world’s most royal highness: Absolute Empress José Sarria of San Francisco. WWII veteran and drag hostess with the mostest José Sarria became the first out gay American to run for public office in 1961, on a platform to stop harassment of gay bar patrons. Sarria narrowly lost – but instead of accepting defeat, she declared herself Empress of San Francisco. Her Imperial Court became a fundraising powerhouse during the AIDS pandemic, providing funds for prevention and care when politicians wouldn’t – and establishing pandemic public health protocols that continue to save lives worldwide.




Meet Rainbow Luminaries

Follow the Rainbow Honor Walk along Market St toward Castro St, and you might spot familiar faces among the portraits etched in bronze sidewalk plaques including Freddy Mercury, filmmaker Marlon Riggs and trans-rights trailblazer Marsha P Johnson. You won’t recognize everyone, and that’s on purpose – like the best Castro party hosts, the Rainbow Walk introduces local heroes alongside international leaders and artists. Check online to see who’s featured where, and read bios of the extraordinary lives of trans Zuni leader We’Wha, women’s healthcare advocate Phyllis Lyon, Iranian singer Fereydoun Farrokhzad and transgender gold rush stagecoach driver Charley Parkhurst.

As you turn onto Castro St, you may notice flowers or notes fans have left by the plaques of their icons. But all honorees are bathed in glory every night, when they’re illuminated by rainbow LEDs. Watch this space: the Rainbow Honor Walk is expanding down Market St, branching off Castro into 18th and 19th Sts.







Walking TourThe History-Making Castro


Castro nightlife is urban-legendary, but when the sun comes out, the Castro really shines – being out in broad daylight is a freedom this community fought for, and thoroughly enjoys. Today the little neighborhood under the giant rainbow flag is a global symbol of freedom, and you’re about to see exactly why.


Walk Facts

Start Harvey Milk Plaza

End Fabulosa Books

Length 0.1 miles; one hour



[image: jpg]


1Come Out in Harvey Milk Plaza

A huge rainbow flag welcomes you to Harvey Milk Plaza (cnr Market & Castro Sts; [image: icon-metrogif]mCastro St), honoring the camera-store owner and America’s first out gay official. Milk was assassinated by a rival, but his civil rights and civic pride legacy lives on – you’ll spot him on murals, books and magnets.




2Toast at Twin Peaks

Follow the rainbow sign to landmark 1935 Twin Peaks Tavern, the world’s first gay bar with windows open to the street. Toast freedom at the carved-wood bar, or nab a window seat for the Castro’s best people-watching – including nudists, legally obliged to cover up with strategically placed socks.




3Walk in the Steps of LGBTQ+ Giants

Watch your step on Castro St – you might step on Virginia Woolf or James Baldwin. They’re among the 68 trailblazing LGBTQ+ icons featured in bronze sidewalk plaques along the Castro’s Rainbow Honor Walk.




4Bask in Castro Theatre’s Star Power

Look up: the Castro Theatre marquee is winking its neon welcome. Architect Timothy Pflueger’s Spanish-Moroccan-Asian 1922 Deco designs are freshly restored, though recent plans to remove original velvet cinema seats sparked debate. Lines wrap around the block for movie premieres, drag legends and A-list LGBTQ+ comedians.




5Thrive with a Strut

You’d never guess how hauntingly empty Castro St was during the AIDS pandemic. In 1982 nonprofit San Francisco AIDS Foundation led the world in preventive action, setting global standards for humane care – including protocols used during Covid-19. Today Strut has free and low-cost healthcare.




6Look Back with Pride

Time-travel through 50 years at America’s first gay museum. GLBT History Museum captures proud moments and historic challenges through stories and artifacts – including Harvey Milk’s worn-out shoes from civil rights marches, Gilbert Baker’s handsewn 1978 rainbow flag and disco-diva Sylvester’s glamour.




7Head Over the Rainbow

Gay pride stops traffic at Castro and 18th Sts, with rainbow-striped crosswalks, while activists gather petition signatures, street altars honor community members and lip-sync battles erupt. Fabulosa Books has memoirs by LGBTQ+ icons, author readings and an LGBTQ+ book club that’s truly fabulosa (19th-century Polari gay slang for fabulous).
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1Top Experiences

Rainbow Honor WalkC4
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7Shopping

17ApothecariumE1

18Cliff’s VarietyC3
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20Fabulosa BooksC4

21CrossroadsD1
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Sights


1GLBT History Museum MUSEUM

map Google map

America’s first gay history museum showcases a century of San Francisco LGBTQ+ ephemera – including Harvey Milk’s campaign literature and Keith Haring’s posters urging SF to ‘Act Up Fight AIDS’ – alongside exhibits highlighting queer culture and movements throughout history. Visits here are bonding experiences for LGBTQ+ community and civil-rights allies alike, with moving multimedia stories sharing deep struggles and sheer queer joy. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-777-5455; www.glbthistory.org/museum; 4127 18th St; [image: icon-busgif]g24, 33, [image: icon-metrogif]mCastro St)




1Corona Heights Park PARK

map Google map

For romantic sunsets with panoramic views from the Castro to the Bay, scramble up the red rocks of 520ft-high Corona Heights. Face southeast as the sun sets, and watch rainbow lights twinkle welcomes across the Castro. Take tiny Beaver St uphill to the steps through the bushes, then head right up the trail, past tennis courts and rock climbers. For an easier hike, enter via Roosevelt Way. Once afternoon fog blows in, you’ll be glad you brought a jacket. (Museum Hill; btwn 16th St & Roosevelt Way; [image: icon-busgif]g37, [image: icon-metrogif]mCastro St)




Community Bulletins

ANewspaper If you don’t spot a copy of the LGBTQ+ Bay Area Reporter newspaper in Castro bookstores and cafes, check out the community’s newspaper of record since 1971 at www.ebar.com.

ANotice board Check out the outdoor bulletin board behind Walgreens (map, C4; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-861-3136; www.walgreens.com; 498 Castro St, cnr 18th St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h24hr; [image: icon-busgif]g24, 33, 35, [image: icon-metrogif]mF, K, L, M) at 18th and Castro Sts to see what’s happening in the Castro now: circuit parties, parenting support groups, drag political fundraisers, lost cats, bands seeking guitarists and – the perennial favorite – missed connections.

AAltars Across rainbow crosswalks at 18th and Castro, you may spot impromptu altars with glitter, candles, flowers and notes honoring friends of the community who have died or are celebrating a landmark achievement – always a touching sight.






Eating


5Frances CALIFORNIAN $$$

map Google map

Rebel chef-owner Melissa Perello earned a Michelin star for fine dining, then ditched downtown to start this market-inspired neighborhood bistro. Seasonal menus showcase rustic flavors and luxurious textures with impeccable technique – handmade pastas, juicy steaks, lumberjack date cake to satisfy your discerning lumberjack date – plus top-notch Italian and cult Californian wine. Tasting menus are excellent value here (from $65). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-621-3870; www.frances-sf.com; 3870 17th St; [image: icon-busgif]g24, 33, [image: icon-metrogif]mF, K, L, M)




5Beit Rima MIDDLE EASTERN $

map Google map

Bond over meze inspired by chef-owner Samir Mogannam’s mom, plus stints at the Bay Area’s top Mediterranean restaurants. Hummus traditionalists and root-vegetable radicals kiss and make up over Samir’s classic version, with just enough lemon to make you pucker up – kibbe-style spiced beef optional. Palestinian lager pairs with garlicky ful (fava dip), juicy, smoky shish taouk (grilled chicken) and nutty, tangy muhamarra (almond/pepper spread). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-710-2397; www.beitrimasf.com; 138 Church St; [image: icon-veggif]v[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g22, [image: icon-metrogif]mJ, K, L, M, N)




5Thoroughbread BAKERY $

map Google map

Pastries come with pedigree at Thoroughbread – they’re creations of Michelin-starred Michel Suas, founder of the San Francisco Baking Institute. Check cooling racks behind the counter – baking continues all day, and weekends bring olive fougasse and warm chocolate bread. Tantalizing aromas and upbeat bakers make this a beloved neighborhood hangout, where people put down phones and chat on the back patio. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-558-0690; www.thoroughbreadandpastry.com; 248 Church St; [image: icon-veggif]v[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 33, [image: icon-metrogif]mJ, K, L, M, N)




5Anchor Oyster Bar SEAFOOD $$$

map Google map

Since 1977 Anchor remains Castro’s port of call for sustainably sourced local oysters, Dungeness crab, seafood salads and San Francisco’s famous cioppino. The nautical-themed room seats 24 at stainless-steel tables; for faster service, sit at the marble-top bar. No reservations – get on the list, then chill with a glass of wine on the outdoor bench until called. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-531-3990; www.anchoroysterbar.com; 579 Castro St; [image: icon-busgif]g24, 33, [image: icon-metrogif]mF, K, L, M)



[image: jpg]
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5Starbelly CALIFORNIAN, PIZZA $$

map Google map

All the sun-drenched flavors and chill vibes you’d expect from California. The Castro Farmers Market is across the street, and you can taste it in Starbelly’s sustainably sourced, market-fresh salads, seasonal dumplings and thin-crust pizzas with wild local mushrooms. Starbelly’s Point Reyes blue cheeseburger is the Castro’s best burger, especially with housemade bacon. Request heated patio seating for easy conversation. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-252-7500; www.starbellysf.com; 3583 16th St; [image: icon-veggif]v[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-metrogif]mCastro St)




Castro Farmers Market

The midweek mood picks up as Castro neighbors ditch work for first pick of produce at the Wednesday Castro Farmers Market (map, C2; www.pcfma.com; Noe St, cnr Market St; [image: icon-metrogif]mCastro St). Find local and organic produce, baked goods and artisan foods at moderate prices, plus charmingly offbeat folk music.






Drinking


6Twin Peaks Tavern GAY & LESBIAN

map Google map

The vintage rainbow neon sign points the way to a local landmark: opened in 1935, Twin Peaks became the world’s first gay bar with windows open to the street in 1971.

Nab a window seat for prime people-watching, cozy up to the Victorian carved-wood bar for cocktails and conviviality, or grab a back booth to review Castro shows over wine by the glass. Cash only. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-864-9470; 401 Castro St; [image: icon-metrogif]mCastro St)




6440 Castro GAY

map Google map

The most happening bar on Castro St, 440 is a magnet for bearded 30- and 40-something dudes – especially on 2-for-1 Wednesdays and Fridays, when go-go boys twirl. Monday’s underwear night welcomes bears (the term was coined in SF) and Peter Pans alike – but if you think 440’s Battle of the Bulge contest has something to do with WWII, this is not your bar, honey. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-621-8732; www.the440.com; 440 Castro St; [image: icon-busgif]g24, 33, [image: icon-metrogif]mF, K, L, M)



[image: jpg]
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6Blackbird GAY & LESBIAN

map Google map

Mysterious tinctures and housemade bitters turn creative cocktails into irresistible potions, luring Castro regulars and straight-friendly after-work crowds to this cozy neighborhood den next to the Church St Muni stop. Upbeat happy hours run 5pm to 8pm weekdays — mix it up while you wait for your turn to order or play pool. Weekends get ear-splittingly loud, especially during fundraising dance parties. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-872-5310; www.blackbirdbar.com; 2124 Market St; [image: icon-busgif]g33, 37, [image: icon-metrogif]mF, J, K, L, M)




6Beaux GAY

map Google map

The candy store of Castro clubs, Beaux serves every gay flavor, from Pan Dulce Wednesdays to Throwback Thursdays, go-go Manimal Fridays to straight-friendly weekend drag brunches (reserve ahead). Weekends peak with with Nitty Gritty dirty disco (find the mezzanine for floor views) and Big Top Sundays, when RuPaul’s Drag Race stars emcee. Arrive before 10pm to beat lines and cover. (www.beauxsf.com; 2344 Market St; [image: icon-busgif]g24, 33, [image: icon-metrogif]mF, K, L, M)




6Last Rites TIKI BAR

map Google map

An airplane crashed on a desert island, and out of the wreckage came this killer Castro tiki bar. Enter through the airplane door to discover a long-lost jungle world, where tattoo artists and software engineers clink flaming rum drinks over steamer-trunk tables. A giant skull glowers from fern-covered walls, daring you to finish that second Zombie Killer. (www.lastritesbar.com; 718 14th St; [image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g22, [image: icon-metrogif]mF, J, K, L, M)




6Moby Dick GAY & LESBIAN

map Google map

You can call anyone Ishmael here, as long as you’re buying. The fish tank over the bar is mesmerizing – there’s something thrusting out of the coral, and it’s definitely not fishy. Weekdays it’s a mellow spot for pool and pinball with boozy slushies, plus Wednesday drag shows. Moby Dick’s sign is a Castro photo-op since 1977, and the commemorative mural is fab. Cash only. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-861-1199; www.mobydicksf.com; 4049 18th St; Wed night cover [image: icon-metrogif]mCastro St)




6Verve Coffee Roasters CAFE

map Google map

Cults wish they had the devoted following of this Santa Cruz roaster, justifiably worshipped for small-batch, single-origin roasts prepared with pride. Chipper baristas will ask if you want your milk microfoamed for denser consistency – say yes and tip in cash. Tasty breakfast biscuits and a sunny corner spot encourage people-watching – don’t let the silent stressy laptop crowd kill your vibe. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-780-0867; www.vervecoffee.com; 2101 Market St; [image: icon-busgif]g22, [image: icon-metrogif]mF, J, K, L, M)




6Lookout GAY

map Google map

Soon there may be a groove worn across Market St between the Castro’s biggest gym and the Lookout, where post-workout crowds pack the street-view balcony. Stripped-down rugby players deliver truth in advertising at Jock, the Sunday afternoon fundraising party for LGBTQ+ sports teams. Saturday drag brunches are good times had by all; DJs spin most nights. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-431-0306; www.lookoutsf.com; 3600 16th St; [image: icon-busgif]g23, 33, [image: icon-metrogif]mF, K, L, M)




Castro Theatre

Showtime starts at the vintage 1922 Castro Theatre (map, C3; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-621-6120; www.castrotheatre.com; 429 Castro St; shows vary; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 33, [image: icon-metrogif]mF, K, L, M) when the mighty organ rises – and no, that’s not a euphemism. Before velvet curtains open on the Deco-fabulous stage, a vintage Wurlitzer organ rises from a trap door to play show tunes, ending with a crowd sing-along to the Judy Garland anthem ‘San Francisco.’ For all-star drag revues, A-list queer comedy and film-festival premieres – including the world’s biggest LGBTQ+ film fest in June, Frameline Film Festival (www.frameline.org) – you’ll be cheering too.






Entertainment


3Swedish American Hall & Cafe du Nord LIVE MUSIC

map Google map

The Castro was once known as Little Scandinavia after the sailors who docked here – and the secret to their community spirit was the speakeasy running in the basement of their local meeting hall since 1907. Today the updated Cafe du Nord speakeasy is an atmospheric singer-songwriter hot spot, while upstairs Swedish American Hall hosts folkYEAH! indie-breakthrough showcases (some all-ages; most 21+). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-375-3370; www.swedishamericanhall.com; 2170 Market St; [image: icon-metrogif]mChurch St)





Shopping


7Apothecarium DISPENSARY

map Google map

What’s that alluring frosted-glass emporium – the lovechild of an Apple Store and a Victorian lingerie boutique? It’s America’s best-designed marijuana dispensary, according to Architectural Digest. For the full effect, consult expert staff about edibles for your desired state, from mellow to giddy – and then you can really appreciate the local art on thoughtfully provided designer couches (21-plus only; ID required). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-500-2620; www.apothecarium.com; 2029 Market St; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 37, [image: icon-metrogif]mF, J, K, L, M)




7Cliff’s Variety HOMEWARES

map Google map

None of the hardware maestros at Cliff’s will raise an eyebrow if you express a dire need for a jar of rubber nuns, silver body paint and a case of cocktail toothpicks – though they might angle for an invitation. A community institution since 1936, Cliff’s stocks drag supplies galore in the annex and celebrates the seasons with gay-gasp-worthy window displays. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-431-5365; www.cliffsvariety.com; 479 Castro St; [image: icon-metrogif]mCastro St)




7Stag & Manor HOMEWARES, DESIGN

map Google map

Dashingly handsome decor from indie design boutique Stag & Manor lets you take the Castro home. Macramé wall hangings give your pad California creds, brass-ball lanterns wink welcome at guests, and fair-trade throw pillows show dates how thoughtful and laid-back you are. Well priced, globally minded and neighbor-owned – friendly Castro owner Seth Morrison will solve design dilemmas and custom-order sequin portraits. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-997-8241; www.stagandmanor.com; 2327 Market St; [image: icon-busgif]g24, 33, [image: icon-metrogif]mF, J, K, L, M)




7Fabulosa Books BOOKS

map Google map

For vacation reading that matches the Castro scenery, head into Fabulosa for a wide selection of San Francisco literature, LGBTQ+ memoirs and novels censored elsewhere. Readings here are magnets for local characters, and the bulletin board at the back of the store will give you the lowdown on local activism and literary events. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-658-7015; www.fabulosabooks.com; 489 Castro St; [image: icon-busgif]g22, 33, [image: icon-metrogif]mF, K, L, M)




7Crossroads CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES

map Google map

Switch up your look without a major investment at the Castro branch of the fashion resale retailer – including San Francisco’s best-priced selection of nonbinary and men’s contemporary vintage, with recent runway looks on the wall (staff will take them down for you). Drag celebrities shop here, so you may well score glitter boots previously worn by RuPaul’s Drag Race superstars. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-552-8740; www.crossroadstrading.com; 2123 Market St)




7Sui Generis FASHION & ACCESSORIES

map Google map

Emerge with confidence from this designer resale boutique, sure that nobody else will be working your look. The well-curated collection of contemporary resale and vintage clothing suits all genders but skews runway, best for sample-sized folks with fat wallets. But with prices way below retail, you can pay rent and rock Marni scribble hi-tops with that Dsquared2 magenta blazer and vintage butterfly brooches. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-437-2231; www.suigenerisconsignment.com; 2265 Market St; [image: icon-metrogif]mCastro St)











The Haight & Hayes Valley

Hippie idealism lives in the Haight, with street musicians, anarchist comic books and psychedelic murals galore. Catch shows and go gourmet in Hayes Valley, where Zen monks and jazz legends drift down the sidewalks.

[image: jpg]
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The Short List

AHaight St Bring back the Summer of Love with freestyle folk songs under the 4:20 clock.

ASFJAZZ Toast jazz giants between sets in America’s biggest, boldest jazz venue.

AAlamo Square Park Admire Victorian mansions that have hosted divas, refugees and one grumpy lion.

AHaight Street Art Center Find inspiration at poster-art shows and spot the hidden WPA mural.

ABound Together Anarchist Book Collective Peruse radical comics and prisoner literature at the volunteer-run outpost of Left Coast ideas.




Getting There & Around

[image: icon-busgif]g Bus routes 5, 6, 7, 21, 22, 24, 33, 37, & 43 serve this neighborhood.

Streetcar The N line links downtown and the Lower Haight to the Upper Haight, and onward to Ocean Beach.

[image: icon-bartgif]Z Civic Center BART station is four blocks east of Hayes Valley.







Top ExperienceConnect with the Summer of Love on Haight Street



Was it the fall of 1966 or the winter of ’67? As the saying goes, if you can remember the Summer of Love, you probably weren’t here. The fog was laced with pot, incense and burning draft cards, and the corner of Haight and Ashbury Sts became the turning point for a generation of free spirits. And so it remains.

[image: jpg]
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map Google map

btwn Central Ave & Stanyan St

[image: icon-busgif]g7, 22, 33, 43

[image: icon-metrogif]mN






yTop Tips

AFrom buskers to teens scrounging for bus fare, panhandling has been part of the Upper Haight since the ’60s – no judgment, no obligation. If you want to do more, volunteer at Haight Ashbury Food Program.

AHaight St is divided by the strip of Divisadero St indie boutiques, trendy bars and restaurants called NoPa (North of the Panhandle). West of Divisadero, the Upper Haight has hippie hot spots, radical literature and retail for rebels. Lower Haight has mellow vibes and better beer.




5Take a Break

Samples of beer brewed in the cellar keep conversation flowing at communal tables at Magnolia Brewery, while housemade sausages and Hippie Hill veggie bowls satisfy stoner appetites – it’s like the Summer of Love with better food.





Feel the Flower Power

The Haight’s counterculture kids called themselves freaks and flower children – though San Francisco Chronicle dubbed them ‘hippies.’ But hippies were a movement, not a fad – and decades later, hippies of all ages still gather here. There’s free food at Haight Ashbury Food Program (www.thefoodprogram.org), free music at Amoeba Music and the annual Haight-Ashbury Street Fair, and free spirits doing their thing. On an average Saturday in the Upper Haight, you can sign Green Party petitions, commission a poem, and hear Hare Krishna on keyboards and Bob Dylan on banjo.

Psychedelic art has never gone out of style – hence the murals covering Upper Haight storefronts, prized tie-dyed concert tees on the Wasteland ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-863-3150; www.shopwasteland.com; 1660 Haight St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 33, 37, 43, [image: icon-metrogif]mN) wall, and Stanley Mouse’s original Grateful Dead posters at Haight Street Art Center. SF’s psychedelic glitter drag troupe the Cockettes started in a ’60s Haight commune, and you can find your own Day-Glo drag style at Piedmont on Haight, turning out trippy lewks since 1972.




4:20 Time

The clock at the corner of Haight and Ashbury is permanently set to 4:20 – recognized as ‘international bong hit time,’ a Bay Area term coined c 1971.

At the 4:20 Festival (www.420hippiehill.com) on April 20 at Hippie Hill, the music and contact highs are free to anyone 21+ with ID. SF has 42 licensed cannabis dispensaries offering legit weed for recreational use by adults. In the Haight, you can get organic pot at Sparc ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-805-1085; www.sparcsf.org; 473 Haight St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 22, [image: icon-metrogif]mN), a trailblazing marijuana dispensary and medical marijuana provider since 1998 – and they deliver citywide.







Walking TourHaight Flashback


To the rest of the world, hippies just seemed to happen – but in the Haight you’ll see exactly where ’60s Flower Power took root, like a dandelion in the sidewalk. More than a nostalgia trip, the Upper Haight is a standing invitation to let your freak flag fly – so feel free to sing along, sniff flowers, sign petitions, join drum circles and feel totally alive.


Walk Facts

Start Buena Vista Park

End Golden Gate Park

Length 1.3 miles; one hour



[image: jpg]


1Buena Vista Park

In Buena Vista Park (www.sfrecpark.org; Haight St, btwn Central Ave & Baker St; [image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 37, 43) see panoramic city views. Founded in 1867, this park is ringed by century-old California oaks – and surrounded by stately Victorians that became hippie communes in 1967’s Summer of Love.




2Bound Together Anarchist Book Collective

Heading west up Haight St, you may recognize Emma Goldman in the Anarchists of the Americas mural at Bound Together Anarchist Book Collective – if not, the kindly all-volunteer staff can supply you with biographical comics by way of introduction.




31235 Masonic Avenue

Old-timers claim the Symbionese Liberation Army used 1235 Masonic Ave as a safe house for kidnapped-heiress-turned-bank-robber Patty Hearst. To live here now, you’d have to rob a bank – a one-bedroom apartment sold for $1.5 million.




4Grateful Dead House

Turn right onto Waller St and left uphill past 32 Delmar Street, site of the Sid Vicious overdose that broke up the Sex Pistols in 1978. A block over, pay your respects at the Grateful Dead House, site of the band’s 1967 drug bust and landmark press conference demanding marijuana be decriminalized.




5635 Ashbury Street

During the Summer of Love, 635 Ashbury St was the love nest of Janis Joplin and her girlfriend Peggy Caserta. This is one of Joplin’s many known SF addresses. Street musicians still jam at Haight and Ashbury.




6Haight-Ashbury Free Clinic

Since the 1960s, bad trips have been treated gratis at Haight-Ashbury Free Clinic (HealthRIGHT 360; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-746-1950; www.healthright360.org; 558 Clayton St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 33, 37, 43, [image: icon-metrogif]mN) – pioneering nonjudgmental, free ‘rock medicine’ still offered at SF festivals. The clinic’s hand-carved 1967 sign still hangs at Haight and Cole Sts next to a mural of its motto: ‘Healthcare is a right, not a privilege.’




7Evolutionary Rainbow

Psychedelic murals honor hippie history along Haight St. The most beloved is Joana Zegri’s 1967 Evolutionary Rainbow at the corner of Cole and Haight Sts, showing life forms evolving from the Pleistocene era to the Age of Aquarius.




8Hippie Hill

Follow your bliss to the Hippie Hill drum circle in Golden Gate Park, where free spirits have gathered since the ’60s to share music, peace and love. On sunny days when dancers twirl barefoot, you’ll realize you’ve arrived at just the right time for your own Summer of Love.
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Sights


1Haight Street Art Center ARTS CENTER

map Google map

Look for Jeremy Fish’s bronze bunny-skull sculpture, and enter a wonderland of psychedelic silk-screened posters, San Francisco’s signature art form. Glimpse rock-concert posters in progress at the on-site screen-printing studio, plus jaw-dropping gallery shows featuring Stanley Mouse’s psychedelic Grateful Dead posters and Ralph Steadman’s original illustrations for Hunter S Thompson’s Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas. Gracing the stairwell is a hidden SF treasure: Ruben Kaddish’s 1937 WPA fresco Dissertation on Alchemy, surely the trippiest mural ever commissioned by the US government. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-363-6150; www.haightstreetart.org; 215 Haight St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 22, [image: icon-metrogif]mF)




1Alamo Square Park PARK

map Google map

Hippie communes and Victorian bordellos, czarist bootleggers and jazz legends: these genteel ‘Painted Lady’ Victorian mansions have hosted them all since 1857, and survived elegantly intact. Pastel ‘Postcard Row’ mansions (aka the Full House sitcom backdrop) along the southeastern edge of this hilltop park pale in comparison with the colorful, outrageously ornamented Victorians along the northwestern end – especially the 1889 Italianate Westerfield mansion, where Kenneth Anger filmed Church of Satan tower rituals starring one grumpy lion that refused to climb the stairs. (www.sfparksalliance.org/our-parks/parks/alamo-square; cnr Hayes & Steiner Sts; [image: icon-familygif]c[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 21, 22, 24)




1Grateful Dead House NOTABLE BUILDING

map Google map

Like surviving members of the Grateful Dead, this purple Victorian sports a touch of gray – but during the Summer of Love, this was where Jerry Garcia and bandmates blew minds, amps and brain cells. After they were busted for drugs in 1967, the Dead held a press conference here arguing for decriminalization. They claimed if everyone who smoked marijuana were arrested, San Francisco would be empty. Point taken, eventually – in 2016 California legalized adult recreational marijuana use for adults (21+ with ID). (710 Ashbury St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 33, 37, 43)



[image: jpg]

Grateful Dead House | LITTLENYSTOCK/SHUTTERSTOCK ©




Eating


5Rich Table CALIFORNIAN $$

map Google map

Impossible cravings begin at Rich Table, where mind-bending dishes like porcini doughnuts, sardine chips and Dungeness crab latkes blow up Instagram feeds nightly. Join married co-chefs/owners Sarah and Evan Rich for the world’s friendliest culinary competition – taste their latest only-in-SF pasta inventions like sea-urchin cacio e pepe, and you’ll agree: everyone’s a winner here.

For maximum adventure, get the chef’s menu ($129). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-355-9085; www.richtablesf.com; 199 Gough St; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 6, 7, 21, 47, [image: icon-metrogif]mVan Ness)




5Brenda’s Meat & Three SOUTHERN US $

map Google map

Southerners know the name promises one meaty main course plus three sides – though only superheroes finish the city’s best fried chicken and smoky red beans and rice, let alone exemplary cheese grits and fluffy cream biscuits. Chef Brenda Buenviaje’s portions are defiantly Southern, which explains brunch lines of marathoners and marathon partiers.

Arrive early, share shrimp-stuffed johnnycakes, and count on a nap. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-926-8657; www.brendasmeatandthree.com; 919 Divisadero St; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 21, 24, 38)




5Ragazza PIZZA $$

map Google map

‘Girl’ is what the name means – as in, ‘Oooh girl, did you try the wild-nettle pizza?!’ Artisan salumi is the star of many Ragazza pizzas, from the Amatriciana with pecorino, pancetta and egg to the Moto with Calabrian chili and sausage. Arrive early and linger over well-priced Italian wine. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-255-1133; www.ragazzasf.com; 311 Divisadero St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 21, 24)




5The Mill BAKERY $

map Google map

Baked with organic wholegrain stone-ground on-site, hearty Josey Baker Bread sustains Haight skaters and start-uppers alike. You might think SF hipsters are gullible for queuing for fancy toast, until you taste the truth: slathered in housemade hazelnut spread, this toast is a proper meal. Join the line for Monday-night pizza specials (5pm to 8pm). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-345-1953; www.themillsf.com; 736 Divisadero St; [image: icon-veggif]v[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 21, 24, 38)




5RT Rotisserie CALIFORNIAN $

map Google map

An all-star menu makes ordering mains easy – entire chickens hot off the spit, succulent lamb and pickled onions, or surprisingly decadent roast cauliflower with earthy beet-tahini sauce – but do you choose porcini-powdered fries or lemony signature salad with that? A counter staffer calls it: ‘Look, I don’t normally go for salads, but this one’s next-level.’ So true. No reservations. (www.rtrotisserie.com; 101 Oak St; [image: icon-veggif]v[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 6, 7, 21, 47, [image: icon-metrogif]mVan Ness)




5Abu Salim MIDDLE EASTERN $

map Google map

Wrapround outdoor murals make the Haight c 1967 look like a mighty fine time – but even if you were born too late for the Summer of Love, you’re right on time for lunch at Abu Salim. Try MidEast favorites with trippy, tasty twists: cheesy stuffed felafel, lamb shawarma salad, wraps packed with musakhan (roast chicken with caramelized onions and sumac rice pilaf). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-547-0051; 1599 Haight St; [image: icon-veggif]v[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 37, 43)




5Little Chihuahua MEXICAN $

map Google map

Who says sustainable, organic food has to be expensive or French? Grass-fed meats and organic veggies and beans are packed into organic tortillas, all washed down with craft beer or wine in a can. Burritos are a two-meal deal, especially the decadent al pastor (grilled pork with pineapple salsa and jack cheese) and garlic shrimp (sustainably sourced). Kids’ menu available. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-255-8225; www.thelittlechihuahua.com; 292 Divisadero St; [image: icon-veggif]v[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 21, 24)




5DragonEats VIETNAMESE $

map Google map

Velvety roast-duck banh mi (Vietnamese sandwich) gives opera stars something to sing about at this sunny Vietnamese deli, right around the corner from San Francisco’s opera house and symphony hall. Hungry divas order theirs with a shrimp-roll side, while tenors in tight corsets opt for five-spice-chicken ‘fresh bowls’ with vegetables and brown rice. For picnics in Golden Gate Park, visit their Haight location (1671 Haight St). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-795-1469; www.dragoneats.com; 520 Gough St; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 21, 47, 49, [image: icon-metrogif]mCivic Center)




5Magnolia Brewery CALIFORNIAN $$

map Google map

Organic pub grub and samplers of beer brewed in the cellar keep conversation flowing at communal tables, while housemade sausages and vegetarian Hippie Hill Bowls satisfy stoner appetites in booths – it’s like the Summer of Love all over again, only with better food. Bet you’ll be back for Thursday fried-chicken specials and six-packs of Kalifornia Kölsch. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-864-7468; www.magnoliapub.com; 1398 Haight St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 33, 43)




San Francisco Zen Center

With its sunny courtyard and generous cased windows, this uplifting 1922 building is an interfaith landmark. Since 1969 it’s been home to the Zen Center (map, G4; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-863-3136; www.sfzc.org; 300 Page St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 21, 22), the largest Buddhist community outside Asia. Before she built Hearst Castle, Julia Morgan (California’s first licensed woman architect) designed this Italianate brick structure to house the Emanu-El Sisterhood, a residence for low-income Jewish working women – note the ironwork Stars of David on the 1st-floor loggia. The center is currently adding a Welcome Center with a bookstore, accessibility features and gender-neutral bathrooms, to extend a thoughtful welcome to all. During renovations, the Zendo remains open for meditation, introductions to Zen practice and Dharma talks (see website for schedule).






Drinking


6Aub Zam Zam BAR

map Google map

Persian arches, One Thousand and One Nights murals, 1930s jazz on the jukebox and top-shelf cocktails at low-shelf prices have brought Bohemian bliss to Haight St since 1941. Legendary founder Bruno used to throw people out for ordering vodka martinis, but he was a softie in the end, bequeathing his beloved bar to regulars who’d become friends. Phones down; cash only. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-861-2545; 1633 Haight St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 22, 33, 43, [image: icon-metrogif]mN)




6Smuggler’s Cove BAR

map Google map

Yo-ho-ho and a bottle of rum…wait, make that a Dead Reckoning (Nicaraguan rum, port, pineapple and bitters), or if you’re feeling brave, the Demerara Dry Float (passion fruit, multiple rums and danger). Pirates are bedeviled by choice at this shipwreck tiki bar. With signature cocktails featuring 1200 (!) rums gleaned from rum-running around the world, you won’t be dry-docked long. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-869-1900; www.smugglerscovesf.com; 650 Gough St; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 21, 47, 49, [image: icon-metrogif]mCivic Center, [image: icon-bartgif]ZCivic Center)




6Madrone Art Bar BAR

map Google map

SF artist Tom Marioni famously said ‘drinking beer with friends is the highest form of art’ – but at this Victorian parlor-art bar, make it a Madroni (gin, Campari and Carpano). Join crowds grooving and bumping into art installations on Motown Mondays, Saturday global disco and monthly Pop Life, when mash-ups bring all the freaks to the floor. Bring cash for drinks, tips and song requests. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-241-0202; www.madroneartbar.com; 500 Divisadero St; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 6, 7, 21, 24)




6Noc Noc BAR

map Google map

Who’s there? Trance DJs, anarchist hackers, Burning Man founders and other San Franciscan characters straight out of an R Crumb comic, that’s who. At the Haight’s original ’90s postapocalyptic party bar, happy hour lasts until 7pm daily with $5 local drafts (no PBR here). Fair warning: those sake bombs will Noc-knock you off your steampunk stool. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-861-5811; www.nocnocs.com; 557 Haight St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 22, 24, [image: icon-metrogif]mN)




6Toronado PUB

map Google map

Glory hallelujah, beer-lovers: your prayers are answered. Genuflect before the chalkboard altar that lists 40-plus beers on tap and hundreds more bottled, including sensational seasonal microbrews. Bring cash and score sausages from the next-door grill to accompany ale made by Trappist monks. Sometimes it gets too loud in here to hear your date talk, but you’ll hear angels sing. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-863-2276; www.toronado.com; 547 Haight St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 22, [image: icon-metrogif]mN)




6Alembic BAR

map Google map

The Victorian tin ceilings are hammered, and you could be too unless you order tasty bar bites with these dangerously dainty cocktails. Classics include newfangled old-fashioneds with brown-butter bourbon, but sensational seasonal menus range from summer’s Stranger Than Paradise (Japanese whiskey soda, palo santo and dragon fruit) to winter’s Chamoy-kin Me Crazy (mezcal, pomegranate, chamoy and Aleppo pepper). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-666-0822; www.alembicsf.com; 1725 Haight St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 33, 37, 43, [image: icon-metrogif]mN)




6Martuni’s GAY & LESBIAN

map Google map

Slip behind the velvet curtains into the city’s top piano bar, where the rainbow spectrum of regulars seems to have memorized the words to every show tune. Comedy nights are a blast and sing-alongs a given – especially after a couple of classic lemon drops or top-notch martinis (get watermelon or chocolate; $13). Straight-friendly, especially if you sing from the heart. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-241-0205; 4 Valencia St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, [image: icon-metrogif]mVan Ness)




Victorian Color

The Haight’s signature architectural style is often called ‘Victorian.’ Few buildings were actually built during Queen Victoria’s 1837–1901 reign – and many historic Haight homes are cheerfully inauthentic Californian late-Victorian flats and painted in eye-popping colors.

When prospectors struck it rich in the gold rush, they upgraded from downtown tenements to these Haight homes embellished to the eaves with woodwork and gilding.

But with all those rococo flourishes, Haight mansions and bordellos began to look alike. Local legend has it that to help patrons recognize bordellos, theater masks were incorporated into garland decorations. You’ll spot masks grinning and frowning above windows and doors around Alamo Square – if those walls could talk, SF might scandalize middle America even more than it already does.

From the late 19th to the early 20th century, California’s lumber boom produced rows of candy-colored ‘Painted Lady’ flats, plus Queen Anne corner mansions with turrets and gingerbread woodwork under steeply peaked roofs. Postwar redevelopment schemes wrecked 38 blocks of historic, affordable homes. Civil-rights activists took a stand in front of wrecking balls, saving this community of survivors and kicking off San Francisco’s Victorian revival.

Local house painters launched the 1970s Colorist Movement, restoring Painted Ladies to full glory. But as the tech economy boomed, their wild six-to-10-color schemes were not as appealing to newly minted millionaires. Many Painted Ladies were painted historically incorrect (but marketable) minimalist all-white or all-gray – even Alice Walker’s purple Postcard Row Victorian was beige. During the pandemic, Alamo Sq neighbors reintroduced vivid local color, launching the Colorist Revival you can see in all its Instagrammable glory.




6Coffee to the People CAFE

map Google map

The people united will never be decaffeinated at this radical coffee house. Choose a bumper-sticker-covered table to match your politics (peace is perennially popular), admire hippie macramé on the walls and browse consciousness-raising books. Hemp-milk cappuccinos and turmeric lattes are acquired tastes, but beware the quadruple-shot Freak Out, which has enough fair-trade espresso to revive the Sandinista movement. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-626-2435; 1206 Masonic Ave; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 33, 37, 43)




6Hôtel Biron WINE BAR

map Google map

Duck into the alley to find this walk-in wine closet, with standout small-production Californian, French and Italian vintages and a cork-studded ceiling. The vibe is French underground, with exposed-brick walls, surreal art, a leather couch and just a few tables for two. Barkeeps let you keep tasting until you find what you like; pair with cheese and salumi platters. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-780-5366; www.hotelbiron.com; 45 Rose St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 21, 47, 49, [image: icon-metrogif]mVan Ness)




6Blue Bottle Coffee Kiosk CAFE

map Google map

Don’t mock SF’s coffee geekery until you’ve tried the elixir emerging from this back-alley garage-door kiosk. The Bay Area’s Blue Bottle built its reputation with micro-roasted organic coffee, off-the-menu Gibraltar, the barista-favorite drink with foam and espresso poured together into the eponymous short glass. Expect a (short) wait and seats outside on creatively repurposed traffic curbs. (www.bluebottlecoffee.net; 315 Linden St; [image: icon-familygif]c[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 21, 47, 49, [image: icon-metrogif]mVan Ness)




Gamer Heaven

The name Free Gold Watch ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-876-4444; 1767 Waller St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 33, 43, [image: icon-metrogif]mN) may sound too good to be true, but you’ve hit the jackpot here: inside this cavernous storefront is a working screen-printing shop absolutely crammed with 50+ vintage pinball games. Most cost a buck or less to play. Regulars proceed directly to the next level of gamer heaven: the Secret Juju Gallery of rare 1970s games.






Entertainment


3SFJAZZ Center JAZZ

map Google map

Jazz legends and singular talents from Argentina to Yemen are showcased at America’s largest jazz center. Enjoy brilliant sound and jazz-themed cocktails in Miner Auditorium, where the stage is regularly stormed by soul icon Mavis Staples, punk poet Laurie Anderson and Tony-winning dancer Savion Glover. Hear fresh takes on classic jazz albums and poets riffing with jazz combos in downstairs Joe Henderson Lab, featuring Bay Area stars like harpist/sound-sculptor Destiny Muhammad and achingly uplifting singer/songwriter Diana Gameros. (www.sfjazz.org; 201 Franklin St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 6, 7, 21, 47, 49, [image: icon-metrogif]mVan Ness)




3Booksmith LIVE PERFORMANCE

map Google map

Throw a stone in SF and you’ll probably hit a writer (ouch) or reader (ouch again) headed to/from Booksmith. Literary figures organize Booksmith book signings, raucous poetry readings and politician-postcard-writing marathons. This is no library, as you’ll discover. Reserve seats online for free; book purchases are encouraged, especially at author signings. (www.booksmith.com; 1727 Haight St; events free; ; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 43, [image: icon-metrogif]mN)




3Independent LIVE MUSIC

map Google map

Bragging rights are earned with breakthrough live shows at the small but mighty Independent, hosting indie dreamers (Death Cab for Cutie), hip-hop hitmakers (Ghostface Killah, Janelle Monáe) and genre-defiers (George Clinton). Watch this max-capacity 800 space for surprise shows – Metallica rocked the Independent for $20 general admission. Ventilation isn’t great, but the sound is stellar, bathrooms improbably clean and legit booze is served in compostable cups. (www.theindependentsf.com; 628 Divisadero St; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 6, 7, 21, 24)




Amoeba Music

Enticements are hardly necessary to lure fans to the West Coast’s most eclectic collection of new and used music and video, but Amoeba ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-831-1200; www.amoeba.com; 1855 Haight St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 33, 43, [image: icon-metrogif]mN) offers listening stations, free zines with uncannily accurate staff reviews, and a free concert/album signing series that recently starred Janelle Monáe, Trixie Mattel, the Soul Rebels and the Damned – plus a foundation that’s saved a million acres of rainforest.






Shopping


7Bound Together Anarchist Book Collective BOOKS

map Google map

Since 1976 this volunteer-run, nonprofit anarchist bookstore has kept free thinkers supplied with organic-permaculture manuals, social history and radical comics, all while coordinating the anual spring Anarchist Book Fair (http://bayareaanarchistbookfair.com), running the Prisoners’ Literature Project and retouching the Anarchists of the Americas storefront mural – makes us tools of the state look like slackers. Hours are impressively regular, but call ahead to check. (http://boundtogether.org; 1369 Haight St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 33, 37, 43)




7710 Collective ARTS & CRAFTS

map Google map

Haight collectives have kicked off underground arts and crafts movements since the ’60s, and the next one’s underway at this collective of local makers and obsessively curated vintage – the ’80s megabelt selection is its own art installation. Fab California crafts range from felt-appliqué denim to marbled leather earrings, and thought-provoking art showcases feature massive, meditative watercolors alongside vintage-mag collages. (www.seventencollective.com; 1644 Haight St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 43)




7Isotope COMICS

map Google map

Toilet seats signed by famous cartoonists over the front counter show just how seriously Isotope takes comics. Newbies tentatively flip through superhero serials, while superfans eye the latest limited-edition graphic novels and head upstairs to lounge with local cartoonists – some of whom lead comics workshops here. Don’t miss signings and free comic-book days. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-621-6543; 326 Fell St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 21, 47, 49)



[image: jpg]

Painted Ladies) | LUCIANO MORTULA - LGM/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


7Rare Device GIFTS & SOUVENIRS

map Google map

Sly San Francisco wit is the rare device that makes this well-curated selection of gifts for all ages so irresistible. Flower Power clips hold your hair while you rock out; rainbow-handled coffee mugs start every day with Pride; wide-eyed clay ghosts fill in for you on Zoom calls. (www.raredevice.net; 600 Divisadero St; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 6, 7, 21, 24)




7Paloma FASHION & ACCESSORIES

map Google map

Like ransacking a poet’s attic, this San Francisco maker boutique yields evocative, imaginative handmade finds. You might discover flour-sack shirts, caps made from camp blankets, wallets made from footballs, and real buffalo nickels adorning handbags made on-site by artisan Laureano Faedi. His love of history shows in SF motorcycle-gang coasters and tees advertising long-lost amusement park Playland at the Beach. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-342-2625; www.palomahayes.com; 112 Gough St; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 6, 7, 21, 47, [image: icon-metrogif]mVan Ness)




7MAC FASHION & ACCESSORIES

map Google map

‘Modern Appealing Clothing’ is what this store promises – and it delivers for all genders, with streamlined chic from Engineered Garments, Junya Watanabe’s sculptural shifts and artist-designed tees from Oakland’s nonprofit Creative Growth. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-863-3011; www.macmodernappealingclothing.com; 387 Grove St; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 21, 47, 49)




7Upper Playground FASHION & ACCESSORIES

map Google map

Blend into SF scenery with a locally designed ‘Golden State of Mind’ hoodie, tectonic-plate map tee and snap-back cap featuring the elusive Golden Gate Park coyote by SF’s own Jeremy Fish. International collectors snap up artwork by Bay Area legends David Choe, Sam Flores and Ferris Plock – but you can score their original work on UP graphic tees for $32. (www.upperplayground.com; 220 Fillmore St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 22, [image: icon-metrogif]mN)




7Piedmont Boutique FASHION & ACCESSORIES

map Google map

‘No food, no photos, no playing in the boas,’ says the sign inside the door – but that last rule is gleefully ignored by drag stars, pageant dropouts, Burners, strippers and people who take Halloween dead seriously (read: all SF). Since 1972 Piedmont’s signature getups have been designed and sewn in the city, so they’re not cheap – but honey, those airplane earrings are priceless. (www.piedmontboutique.com; 1452 Haight St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 33, 37, 43)




7FTC Skateboarding SPORTS & OUTDOORS

map Google map

Big air and big style are the tip at this SF skateboard outfitter, featuring Western Edition decks designed by local guest artists. Show insider flair as you grab air on painter Richard Colman’s pop-art deck or Jim Marshall’s Carlos Santana concert-photo deck, and rock the SF look with FTC (‘For the City’) chore jackets and caps. Ask staff about upcoming SF street games. (www.ftcsf.com; 1632 Haight St; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 33, 37, 43, [image: icon-metrogif]mN)




Make Your Own Hippie Handicrafts

Classic hippie handicrafts are undergoing a major revival with hands-on Haight St workshops. At 710 Collective, local makers offer a range of workshops covering plant care, ceramics and turquoise ring-making (workshops $50 to $150).

Inside the sunny storefront of Workshop (map, C3; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-874-9186; www.workshopsf.org; 1798 McAllister St; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 7, 21, 24, 43), enthusiastic local instructors generously share their craft and supplies to make crafting dreams come true – one organic bath-bomb workshop covers holiday gift-giving, and that homebrew workshop costs less than a round at the bar.











Golden Gate Park & the Avenues

Hard-core surfers and gourmet adventurers meet in the foggy avenues around Golden Gate Park. Between the Richmond district and Sunset, this is one chill global village. Explore the residential avenues that cover 50-odd blocks from Stanyan St to Ocean Beach. You’ll find bluegrass and sushi, disc golf and bookstores, French pastries and cult-movie matinees.

[image: jpg]

De Young | Museum | KIT LEONG/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


The Short List

AGolden Gate Park Skip, disc-golf or Lindy Hop through America’s most outlandish stretch of urban wilderness.

Ade Young Museum Follow Andy Goldsworthy’s sidewalk fault lines to explore groundbreaking global art.

ACalifornia Academy of Sciences Wave hello to the penguins and enjoy wild evenings at 21-plus NightLife events.

ACoastal Trail Glimpse seals, sunsets and shipwrecks along San Francisco’s waterfront wilderness trail.

AOcean Beach Numb your toes in the Pacific and warm up over bonfires in artist-designed firepits.




Getting There & Around

[image: icon-busgif]g 1, 5, 6, 7, 18, 21, 28, 29, 31, 33, 38, 44

Streetcar The N line runs from downtown through the Sunset to Ocean Beach.







Top ExperienceEscape the Urban Throng at Golden Gate Park



When San Franciscans refer to ‘the park,’ there’s only one that gets the definite article: Golden Gate Park. Everything SF holds dear is here: free spirits and free music; butterfly domes and underground art; tiny, chatty penguins and hushed redwood groves; tenacious bonsai and massive, mellow bison.

[image: jpg]
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map Google map

www.sfrecpark.org

btwn Stanyan St & Great Hwy

[image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-familygif]c
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yTop Tips

AMost concerts are in Sharon Meadow (including 4:20 Festival). Multi-stage festivals are held around Polo Fields – notably free Hardly Strictly Bluegrass and not-cheap-but-worthwhile Outside Lands.

AGardens of Golden Gate Pass gives unlimited three-day admission to SF Botanical Garden, Japanese Tea Garden and Conservatory of Flowers.

AJohn F Kennedy Dr is closed to vehicles east of Crossover Dr (around 9th Ave). On weekends, this pedestrian zone is a hot spot for roller disco, performance art and Lindy Hop lessons.




5Take a Break

AHave sit-down meals at de Young cafe overlooking the sculpture garden or Beach Chalet.

ATry food carts on John F Kennedy Dr or street-food trucks near Japanese Tea Garden and California Academy of Sciences.





De Young Museum

Follow sculptor Andy Goldsworthy’s artificial earthquake fault line through Herzog & de Meuron’s copper-clad courtyard to enter a world of groundbreaking art, from Faith Ringgold’s storytelling quilts to Ansel Adams’ sweeping California landscape photographs. The de Young Museum ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-750-3600; famsf.org; 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Dr; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 7, 44, [image: icon-metrogif]mN) boldly pursues ideas across continents and art forms, so you never know what awaits around the corner – you could be face to face with Oceanic ceremonial masks, Frida Kahlo’s surreal self-portraits, Ramses the Great’s golden sarcophagus or Carrie Mae Weems’ haunting American dream videos.

For park panoramas, take the elevator up the 144ft sci-fi observation tower.




California Academy of Sciences

Just when you thought San Francisco couldn’t get any wilder, blue butterflies alight on your shoulders in the Osher Rainforest Dome, pink Pacific octopuses wave eight-armed hellos in Steinhart Aquarium and penguins waddle your way in the African Hall. The California Academy of Sciences (map, F4; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-379-8000; www.calacademy.org; 55 Music Concourse Dr; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 6, 7, 21, 31, 33, 44, [image: icon-metrogif]mN) has championed weird and wild science since 1853, and acclaimed architect Renzo Piano’s 2008 remodel brought thousands of live animals and 60 research scientists under a 2.5-acre Wildflower Roof. Night owls party on at 21+ Thursday NightLife events, featuring themed cocktails and time-traveling Planetarium shows (6pm to 10pm Thursdays, $20, ID required).




San Francisco Botanical Garden

Sniff your way around the world inside the 70-acre San Francisco Botanical Garden (Strybing Arboretum; map, F4; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-661-1316; www.sfbg.org; 1199 9th Ave;adult Dec-Jan $11, Feb-Nov $13, Sat & Sun $15, youth/child $7/3, Gardens of Golden Gate ([image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 44, [image: icon-metrogif]mN), from South African grasses to Japanese magnolias. Thanks to San Francisco’s coastal microclimates and dedicated gardeners, flora from around the world bloom year-round here. Don’t miss the California redwood grove and Ancient Planet Garden, with plants dating back to California’s dinosaur days. In spring and fall, pianos pop up amid the flowers: welcome to Flower Piano, where professional musicians serenade global flora with music from around the world.




Japanese Tea Garden

Since 1894, 5-acre Japanese Tea Garden (map, F4; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-661-1316; www.sfjapaneseteagarden.org; 75 Hagiwara Tea Garden Dr; [image: icon-parkgif]p; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 7, 44, [image: icon-metrogif]mN) has blushed pink with springtime cherry blossoms and turned red with autumn maple leaves. The low-key Hagiwara Bonsai Grove is a high achievement by its dauntless gardeners – on return from WWII Japanese American incarceration camps, the Hagiwara family spent decades restoring this tiny, century-old forest. After Zen Garden meditation, enjoy fortune cookies.




Conservatory of Flowers

Flower power is alive and well at SF’s Conservatory of Flowers ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-831-2090; www.conservatoryofflowers.org; 100 John F Kennedy Dr; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 7, 21, 33, [image: icon-metrogif]mN). Inside this gloriously restored 1878 Victorian greenhouse, orchids command center stage like opera divas, lilies float contemplatively in ponds and carnivorous plants gobble insect breakfasts. The conservatory celebrates summer solstice in grand SF style, with free psychedelic summer light shows.



[image: jpg]
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National AIDS Memorial Grove

Join meditators in peaceful, 10-acre, redwood-ringed National AIDS Memorial Grove ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-765-0446; www.aidsmemorial.org; Bowling Green Dr; [image: icon-busgif]g44, 71, [image: icon-metrogif]mN). Poetic paving-stone tributes commemorate lives lost to the AIDS pandemic since 1991, so visits to this valley are always moving – especially on World AIDS Day (Dec 1). Until AIDS takes a hike, you can: join AIDS Walk San Francisco (https://sf.aidswalk.net) each July, raising more than $90 million to find a cure and support people with HIV.




Stow Lake

A park within the park, Stow Lake (www.sfrecpark.org; [image: icon-busgif]g7, 44, [image: icon-metrogif]mN) offers waterfall views, picnics in the Taiwanese pagoda and bird-watching on a picturesque island called Strawberry Hill. Pedal boats and rowboats are available daily in good weather at the 1946 boathouse ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-386-2531; www.stowlakeboathouse.com; 50 Stow Lake Dr; [image: icon-familygif]c[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 7, 29, 44).




Children’s Playground

Kids have the run of the park’s historic southeastern children’s playground (Koret Children’s Quarter; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-831-2700; www.golden-gate-park.com/childrens-playground.html; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g7, 33, [image: icon-metrogif]mN), which features a new climbing wall, daredevil concrete slides, and a sweet vintage carousel that’s been terrifying toddlers since 1912.




Buffalo Paddock

Since 1899 this has been Golden Gate Park’s home where the buffalo roam (www.golden-gate-park.com/buffalo-paddock.html; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 21) – though technically, they’re bison. SF’s mellow, well-fed herd rarely moves – but when their tails point upward, you may be about to witness bison bucking. On the rare occasion of a stampede, they can reach speeds of up to 30mph. The paddock is off John F Kennedy Dr, near 39th Ave.







[image: jpg]



1Top Experiences

Golden Gate ParkD4




1Sights

1Legion of HonorB2

2Lands EndA2

3Ocean BeachA4

4Internet ArchiveF2




5Eating

5Dragon BeauxE2

6WakoG2

7MamahuhuG2

8PearlD2

9Hook Fish CoB5

10Arsicault BakeryG2

11King of NoodlesE5

12Cinderella Russian BakeryG3

13OuterlandsB5




6Drinking

14Andytown CoffeeB6

15Woods OutboundB5

16Trad’r SamD2

17High TreasonG2

18Violet’s TavernD2

19Tommy’s Mexican RestaurantD2




3Entertainment

20Plough & StarsG2

21Balboa TheatreC3

22Neck of the WoodsG2

23Four Star TheaterD2




7Shopping

24Green Apple BooksG2

25Park LifeG2











Sights


1Legion of Honor MUSEUM

map Google map

A museum as eccentric and illuminating as San Francisco itself, the Legion’s wildly eclectic collection covers Monet water lilies and John Cage soundscapes, cuneiform tablets and R Crumb comics. Upstairs, contemporary artworks interact with Rodin sculptures and Dutch masterpieces. Downstairs, blockbuster shows range from Guo Pei’s fantasy couture to Picasso’s sketchbooks, alongside selections from the Achenbach Collection’s 90,000 works on paper, from Rembrandt to Ruth Asawa. Ticket covers free same-day entry to the de Young Museum.

The Legion is a monumental tribute to California’s WWI veterans donated by ‘Big Alma’ de Bretteville Spreckels, San Francisco’s larger-than-life sculptor’s model turned millionaire, who donated her fortune to gift this museum to her beloved San Francisco. The centerpiece of ‘Big Alma’s’ legacy is Rodin’s The Kiss – but at 4pm on Saturdays, pipe-organ recitals steal the show in the Rodin gallery. Entry to the downstairs museum cafe and store is free, and entry to the permanent collection is free after 4:30pm. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-750-3600; http://legionofhonor.famsf.org; 100 34th Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 2, 18, 38)




1Lands End PARK

map Google map

Looking out from Lands End feels like surveying the edge of the world. Covering the curved stretch between Golden Gate Park and the Presidio, Land’s End hiking trails cross the landscape with ocean vistas, shipwrecks and Golden Gate Bridge views. The Lands End visitor center and cafe are located at Point Lobos Ave and Merrie Way, overlooking the Sutro Bath ruins. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-426-5240; www.nps.gov; 680 Point Lobos Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g38)




1Ocean Beach BEACH

map Google map

At this blustery, atmospheric beach, the sun sets over the Pacific. Most days are too chilly for bikini-clad clambakes, but fine for hardy beachcombers, determined castle-builders and hardcore surfers braving riptides. The original site of Burning Man, Ocean Beach allows bonfires in artist-designed firepits until 9:30pm; no alcohol permitted. Swimmers, beware strong currents; walkers, mind sneaker waves. Stick to paths in the fragile southern dunes, where skittish snowy plover shorebirds shelter in winter. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-561-4323; www.parksconservancy.org; Great Hwy; [image: icon-parkgif]p; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 18, 31, [image: icon-metrogif]mN)



[image: jpg]
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1Internet Archive ARCHIVES

map Google map

Follow trails of deleted White House tweets, lost Grateful Dead tapes and defunct Nintendo gamer magazines to this 1923 Greek Revival landmark. In a former Christian Science church, nonprofit Internet Archive hosts more than 30 petabytes (that’s 300 million gigabytes) of bygone media, and counting. The archive is maintained by 100-plus dedicated volunteer archivists, depicted in ceramic sculptures by artist Nuala Creed.

Check the website for film screenings, talks, and Friday visits (1pm to 2pm), often led by founder, internet pioneer and Alexa inventor Brewster Kahle. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-561-6767; www.archive.org; 300 Funston Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g2, 38)




Coastal Trail

Hit your stride on this 10.5-mile Coastal Trail (map, B1; www.californiacoastaltrail.info; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 18, 38), starting at Fort Funston, crossing sandy Ocean Beach and wrapping around the Presidio toward the Golden Gate Bridge. Pick up the restored trail near Sutro Baths ruins, heading around Lands End bluffs for end-of-the-world views and glimpses of shipwrecks at low tide. End at the Legion of Honor for art, coffee and pastries, or head down tiled Lincoln Park Steps near 32nd Ave toward drinks and dinner on Clement St.






Eating


5Dragon Beaux DIM SUM $$

map Google map

Hong Kong meets Vegas at San Francisco’s most glamorous, decadent Cantonese restaurant. Say yes to platters of succulent roast meats – hello, duck and pork belly – and creative dumplings, especially Wagyu beef bao and XO dumplings with plump, brandy-laced shrimp in spinach wrappers. Expect premium teas, sharp service and impeccable standards, including congee, Chinese broccoli in housemade oyster sauce and jiggly egg tarts. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-333-8899; www.dragonbeaux.com; 5700 Geary Blvd; [image: icon-busgif]g2, 38)




5Wako JAPANESE $$$

map Google map

Chef-owner Tomoharu Nakamura’s driftwood-paneled bistro is as quintessentially San Franciscan as the landmark bonsai grove at nearby Japanese Tea Garden. Each omakase (chef’s choice) dish is a miniature marvel of Japanese seafood with a California accent – such as fatty tuna belly with California caviar, Kyoto-style shrimp and Brentwood corn tempura, and for dessert, matcha tiramisu. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-682-4875; www.sushiwakosf.com; 211 Clement St; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 2, 33, 38, 44)




5Mamahuhu CHINESE $

map Google map

Forget takeout — the team behind Michelin-starred Mister Jiu’s and Shanghai’s first organic bistro are revamping beloved Chinese American diner classics with California-fresh, sustainably sourced ingredients. Order local beer and wine on tap at the counter with new/old favorites: sweet-and-sour chicken with honey and hawthorn, organic shiitake-mushroom mapo tofu, fried rice with wild-caught shrimp and kale, crunchy sesame slaw with tangy mandarin slices. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-742-4958; www.eatmamahuhu.com; 517 Clement St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 38, 44)




5Pearl ITALIAN, CALIFORNIAN $$

map Google map

Like a friendly neighbor with the perfect garden, this neighborhood bistro would be the object of envy if it weren’t so welcoming – with impeccable garden-inspired cocktails besides. Start with seasonal local crudo (aka Italian sushi), roasted cauliflower with rich black-sesame sauce, and/or handmade handkerchief pasta with proper Bolognese, and invite your date to finish juicy steak and silky buttermilk panna cotta. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-592-9777; www.pearl6101.com; 6101 California St; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 2, 29, 38)




5Hook Fish Co SEAFOOD $

map Google map

Join local surfers braving ocean breezes for fresh, sustainable Pacific seafood at weathered wooden tables, just two blocks from Ocean Beach. Order over a small wooden counter from a short menu of today’s seafood catch, served how you like it: as fish and chips, in a burrito, atop a salad or California-classic tacos, grilled or fried on warm corn tortillas. (www.hookfishco.com; 4542 Irving St; [image: icon-busgif]g18, [image: icon-metrogif]mN)




5Arsicault Bakery BAKERY $

map Google map

Armando Lacayo left France for a career in finance, then left Wall Street for a San Francisco career in financiers (almond teacakes). Within a year, Bon Appétit magazine declared his modest Ariscault storefront the best new bakery in America. Although they bake 900 golden, flaky croissants a day, they’re often sold out by lunch – line up early and bon appétit. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-750-9460; www.arsicault-bakery.com; 397 Arguello Blvd; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 2, 33, 38, 44)




5King of Noodles NOODLES $

map Google map

Take the edge off Sunset fog with fragrant bowls of hand-pulled noodles laced with housemade hot sauce. Chow mein hits the spot with well-caramelized chicken and a hint of XO brandy sauce – but make it a proper feast with smoky dry-fried long beans, crunchy farmer’s cucumbers, perfectly flaky onion pancakes and juicy xiaolongbao (soup dumplings). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-566-8318; 1639 Irving St; [image: icon-busgif]g7, 28, 29, [image: icon-metrogif]mN)




5Cinderella Russian Bakery RUSSIAN $

map Google map

Fog banks are no match for the heartwarming powers of the Cinderella, serving traditional Russian comfort food since 1953. Join generations of San Francisco’s Russian Jewish community in Cinderella’s parklet near Golden Gate Park for scrumptious, just-baked egg-and-green-onion piroshki, hearty borscht, decadent potato vareniki (boiled dumplings) and babushka’s chicken soup – all at neighborly prices. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-751-6723; www.cinderellabakery.com; 436 Balboa St; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 21, 31, 33)




5Outerlands CALIFORNIAN $$

map Google map

When windy Ocean Beach leaves you feeling shipwrecked, drift into this chic beach bistro for organic California soul food. Sign up and hang out until called in for brunch, served hot from a cast-iron pan – get the Dutch pancakes or grilled cheese on just-baked levain. Dinner kicks off with citrusy beach cocktails and satisfies all appetites with housemade soups and mushroom kombu risotto. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-661-6140; www.outerlandssf.com; 4001 Judah St; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g18, [image: icon-metrogif]mN)





Drinking


6Andytown Coffee COFFEE

map Google map

Head to San Francisco’s Sunset district to catch rare urban sightings of skittish snowy plover shorebirds and the original drink they inspired: Andytown’s ‘snowy plover’ combines a jittery double-shot of espresso with bubbly Pellegrino, ice and a puff of whipped cream. Rebels order the matcha plover (same but with green tea) and everyone gets the Irish soda bread – go before it’s gone. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-753-9775; www.andytownsf.com; 3655 Lawton St; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g18, [image: icon-metrogif]mN)




6Woods Outbound CRAFT BEER

map Google map

The last stop on the N-Judah line is your first stop for microbrews after Ocean Beach afternoons. Woods brewmasters are known for throwing unusual ingredients into their 20-gallon brewing system – eucalyptus or passion fruit, for instance – and they’ve gone wild with grapes too, producing blushing skin-contact sav blanc and a pinot noir grape saison ‘enobeer.’ ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-571-8025; www.woodsbeer.com/outbound; 4045 Judah St; [image: icon-busgif]g18, [image: icon-metrogif]mN)



[image: jpg]
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6Trad’r Sam BAR

map Google map

Island getaways at this original 1937-vintage tiki bar will make you forget Ocean Beach chills. Bargain tropical drinks double as dares: five-rum Zombies will have you wondering what happened to your brain, Surfer on Acid hits harder than Mavericks and Tidal Wave comes with four straws – solo attempts are guaranteed wipeouts. No food, unless you count ice-cream drinks – get the Orange Freeze. Cash only. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-221-0773; 6150 Geary Blvd; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 5, 29, 31, 38)




6High Treason WINE BAR

map Google map

Proof positive that you can get good vibes and great wines on a beer budget. While most restaurants only serve special reserves by the bottle, this neighborhood joint cheerfully serves cult wines by the glass with minimal markup and zero pretension. Eclectic vinyl sets the mood and exciting food pop-ups expand pairing possibilities beyond random cheese with whatever-red to Hawaiian coconut shrimp and Grüner Veltliner. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-742-5256; 443 Clement St; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 38, 44)




6Violet’s Tavern COCKTAIL BAR

map Google map

Emerging from San Francisco fog is this moment of clarity: every neighborhood needs a top-notch cocktail bar where everyone comes for happy hour, and sticks around for the midweek $35 fixed-price dinner. Arrive by 5pm to grab a barstool and the obligatory Ultraviolet, a glowing, pea-flower purple gin cocktail with crème de violette and cucumber. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-682-4861; www.violets-sf.com; 2301 Clement St; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 2, 29, 38)




6Tommy’s Mexican Restaurant BAR

map Google map

Welcome to San Francisco’s temple of tequila since 1965. Tommy’s serves enchiladas as a cover for day drinking until 7pm, when margarita pitchers with blanco, reposado or añejo tequila rule. Cuervo Gold is displayed ‘for educational purposes only’ – it doesn’t meet Tommy’s strict criteria of unadulterated 100% agave, preferably aged in small barrels. Luckily for connoisseurs, 400 tasty tequilas do. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-387-4747; www.tommystequila.com; 5929 Geary Blvd; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 29, 31, 38)




Beach Chalet

Microbrews with views: watch Pacific sunsets through pint glasses of Riptide Red ale from the comfort of the upstairs dining room at the Beach Chalet (map, A4; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-386-8439; www.beachchalet.com; 1000 Great Hwy; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 18, 31). Downstairs, splendid 1930s Works Project Administration (WPA) frescoes celebrate the building of Golden Gate Park. In the backyard, laid-back sister restaurant Park Chalet hosts raucous 4pm-to-6pm weekday happy hours, plus lazy brunches and live music at weekends.






Entertainment


3Plough & Stars LIVE MUSIC

map Google map

Bands that sell out shows from Ireland to Appalachia and headline San Francisco’s Hardly Strictly Bluegrass festival (www.hardlystrictlybluegrass.com; ) jam here on weeknights, taking breaks to clink pint glasses of Guinness at long union-hall tables.

Join in a Sunday seisiún (jam) or Thursday Irish set dancing, and don’t miss barnstorming weekend shows and record release parties – cover is a bargain at $6 to $15. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-751-1122; www.theploughandstars.com; 116 Clement St; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 2, 33, 38, 44)




3Balboa Theatre CINEMA

map Google map

First stop Cannes; next stop Balboa and 37th, featuring first-run movie premieres alongside international film-fest favorites, family-friendly Sunday-morning matinees and audience-participation cult hits Rocky Horror Picture Show and The Room.

Nonprofit San Francisco Neighborhood Theater Foundation keeps this 1926 Deco movie palace current and exciting – especially at Drunk Theater, where one drunk comedian tries to keep up with four improv pros. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-221-8184; www.balboamovies.com; 3630 Balboa St; [image: icon-busgif]g5, 18, 31, 38)



[image: jpg]
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3Neck of the Woods LIVE MUSIC

map Google map

A vast yet cozy loft venue with all the right moves since 1973, where indie acts regularly pound a stage formerly rocked by Otis Redding, Metallica and Etta James – and you can be the next to storm the stage at pop-punk karaoke nights with a live band.

Pre-party in the downstairs lounge with daily happy-hour specials (6pm to 7pm). ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-622-7656; www.neckofthewoodssf.com; 406 Clement St; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 2, 33, 38, 44)




3Four Star Theater CINEMA

map Google map

Before Ang Lee, Wayne Wang and Wong Kar-wai hit multiplex marquees, they brought down the house in the Four Star’s cozy screening room. Still screening films since 1964, this nonprofit neighborhood cinema now features international film-festival favorites, vintage classics and Japanese anime alongside San Francisco documentary favorites like Chinatown Rising – see the website for showtimes and tickets. ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-418-6712; www.4-star-movies.com; 2200 Clement St; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 29, 38)




Gearing Up for Ocean Beach

AMollusk (map, B5; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-564-6300; www.mollusksurfshop.com; 4500 Irving St; [image: icon-busgif]g18, [image: icon-metrogif]mN) Legendary shapers (surfboard makers) create limited-edition boards and signature T-shirts for this landmark surf shop.

AAqua Surf Shop (map, B5; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-242-9283; www.aquasurfshop.com; 3847 Judah St; rental per day bodyboard/wetsuit; [image: icon-busgif]g18, [image: icon-metrogif]mN) Earn Sunset street cred the hardcore way, with Aqua’s rental surf gear plus referrals for surf instructors (see website).

AOn the Run (map, G5; [image: icon-phonegif]%415-682-2042; www.ontherunshoes.com; 1310 9th Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 7, 43, 44, [image: icon-metrogif]mN) If your morning jog leaves your feet or shins hurting, get your gait checked here before you hit Ocean Beach or Golden Gate Park trails.






Shopping


7Green Apple Books BOOKS

map Google map

Stagger out of this literary rabbit hole while you still can, laden with remaindered art books, used cookbooks and just-released novels signed by local authors. If two floors of bookish bliss aren’t enough, check out even more new titles, in-store readings and events at Green Apple Books on the Park (1231 9th Ave). (www.greenapplebooks.com; 506 Clement St; [image: icon-busgif]g2, 38, 44)




7Park Life GIFTS & SOUVENIRS

map Google map

Park Life is design store, indie publisher and art gallery folded into one. Neighbor-owners Derek and Jamie keep their place stocked with gifts too good to give away, including toy soldiers in yoga poses and photo books signed on-site by skater/photographer Ed Templeton. But wait, there’s more: stationery and home design at 201 Clement (11am to 5pm). (www.parklifestore.com; 220 Clement St; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 33, 38, 44)











Survival Guide


Before You Go


When to Go

[image: jpg]

AWinter (Dec–Feb) Low-season rates, brisk but rarely cold days, and the colorful Lunar New Year parade.

ASpring (Mar–Apr) Film festivals, blooming parks and midseason rates make the occasional damp day worthwhile.

ASummer (May–Aug) Street fairs, farmers markets and June Pride celebrations compensate for high-season rates and chilly afternoon fog.

AFall (Sep–Nov) Prime time for blue skies, free concerts, better hotel rates and flavor-bursting harvest cuisine.




Book Your Stay

ASan Francisco hotel rates are among the highest in California. Plan ahead and grab bargains when you see them; note the hefty 15.5% room and tourism tax on top of quoted rates.

ADowntown hotels offer bargain rates, but avoid the sketchy, depressing Tenderloin, especially the three blocks in all directions from Eddy and Jones Sts.

AHotel parking costs $40 to $60 per night extra – only a few offer free self-service lots.


Useful Websites

ABedandBreakfast.com (www.bedandbreakfast.com) Listings include local B&Bs and neighborhood inns.

AHotelTonight (www.hoteltonight.com) SF-based hotel-search app offering last-minute discounted bookings.

ALonely Planet (lonelyplanet.com/usa/san-francisco/hotels) Recommendations and bookings.




Best Budget

AHI San Francisco Fisherman’s Wharf (www.hiusa.org) Waterfront hostel with million-dollar views.

AHotel del Sol (www.hoteldelsol.com) Mod motel with courtyard pool, colorful rooms and sweet deals.

APacific Tradewinds Hostel (www.san-francisco-hostel.com) Warm welcomes, snappy design and free breakfasts.

ASan Remo Hotel (www.sanremohotel.com) North Beach’s original 1906 inn, with period charm and shared bathrooms.

AMarina Motel (www.marinamotel.com) Sitcom-set vintage motel offers kitchsy-cute rooms with kitchenettes.




Best Midrange

AHotel Emblem (www.viceroyhotelsandresorts.com/emblem) Plush creative retreat equipped with poetry, inspiration boards and meditation bowls.

AOrchard Garden (www.theorchardgardenhotel.com) LEED-certified green hotel with soothing rooms, chemical-free products and splendid roof terrace.

AHotel Bohème (www.hotelboheme.com) Poetry writes itself in North Beach’s bohemian inn, with funky en-suite rooms named after Beat poets.

APalihotel (www.palisociety.com) Smartly updated vintage hotel in SF’s shopping hub with luxury club vibes.

AInfinity Hotel (www.infinityhotelsf.com) Sleek yet comfortable, with bonus bidets, steam showers and roof-deck views from here to infinity.

AHotel Zeppelin (www.zhotelssf.com) Work hard, play harder downtown, with psychedelic decor, workspaces and blackout shades.




Best Top End

ALodge at the Presidio (www.presidiolodging.com) Officer’s post turned ecolodge, where guestrooms have commanding bridge views.

AArgonaut Hotel (www.argonauthotel.com) Bay views and captain’s beds in a converted Fisherman’s Wharf warehouse.

AWhite Swan Inn (www.whiteswaninnsf.com) Eccentric, fashion-forward B&B with cottage-core decor, soaking tubs and fireside yoga.

AParker Guesthouse (www.parkerguesthouse.com) Swanky boutique B&B in a Castro mansion amid lush gardens.

AHotel Kabuki (www.jdvhotels.com) Rock-star hideaway in Japantown with sleek design and balconies with sweeping city views.

AChateau Tivoli (www.chateautivoli.com) Opulent 1892 Victorian mansion B&B near Alamo Sq, with stately beds and decadent breakfasts.

AHotel Castro (www.thehotelcastro.com) Retro-fab ’70s Castro inn, with guestroom photo-mosaics of LGBTQ+ icons and hip downstairs bar.

AUnion Street Inn (www.unionstreetinn.com) Plush Edwardian B&B with generous breakfasts in the parlor and six antique-filled guestrooms – some facing lush gardens.






Arriving in San Francisco


San Francisco Airport (SFO)

BART Direct 30-minute ride to/from downtown San Francisco. The SFO BART station is connected to the International Terminal.

Shuttle bus Airport shuttles (one way $20 to $25) depart from upper-level ticketing areas; anticipate 45 to 60 minutes to most SF locations. Companies include Quake City and Airport Express.

Express bus SamTrans ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-660-4287; www.samtrans.com) bus 398 takes 30 to 45 minutes to reach SF’s Salesforce Transit Center (www.salesforcetransitcenter.com).

Taxis Cost $50 to $65 plus tip and depart from the lower-level baggage-claim area of SFO.

Ride-share Fares range from $35 to $60 off-peak for a direct-to-destination ride. Ride-shares pick up on level 5 of the domestic garage.

Car Downtown San Francisco is a 25- to 60-minute, 14-mile trip north from SFO up Hwy 101.




Oakland International Airport (OAK)

BART BART train shuttles run every 10 to 20 minutes across from Terminal 1 to the Coliseum station, where you connect with BART trains to downtown SF ($11.40, 25 minutes).

Shuttle bus The SuperShuttle ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-258-3826; www.supershuttle.com) offers shared van rides from OAK to downtown SF for $75 for up to three people (reservation required).

Ride-shares Lyft and Uber pick up from the 3rd Curb at OAK; expect to pay $40 to $80 to SF.

Taxis Taxis leave curbside from OAK and average $35 to $55 to Oakland, $70 to $90 to SF.




San Jose International Airport (SJC)

Caltrain The free VTA (Valley Transit Authority; [image: icon-phonegif]%408-321-2300; www.vta.org) Airport Flyer connects the Santa Clara Caltrain station and the airport. From Santa Clara station, Caltrain (one way $12, 1½ hours) runs northbound trains to the SF terminus at 4th and King Sts.

Car It’s a straight shot to the city via Hwy 101; expect heavy traffic at peak times.




Emeryville Amtrak Station (EMY)

Train Trains operated by Amtrak ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-872-7245; www.amtrak.com) serves San Francisco via stations in Oakland and Emeryville, with free shuttle-bus connections to San Francisco.





Getting Around


Cable Car

AFrequent, slow and scenic, from 6am to 12:30am daily.

ACable-car tickets cost $8 per ride, and can be bought at cable-car-turnaround kiosks or on board from the conductor.

AFor frequent use, get a Muni Passport ($13 per day).




Streetcar

AFares are $3 cash, or $2.50 with a reloadable Clipper card.

AStreetcars, and particularly lines J, K/T, L, M and N, are often faster than driving.

ASchedules vary by line; infrequent after 9pm.




BART

AHigh-speed transit to East Bay, Mission St, SF airport and Millbrae, where it connects with Caltrain.

AWithin SF, one-way fares start at $2.15.

AThe fastest link between downtown and the Mission District also offers transit to SFO airport ($10), Oakland and Berkeley ($4.50).




Transit Passes

Muni Passport (one/three/seven days $13/31/41) allows unlimited travel on all Muni transport, including cable cars. It’s sold at the Muni kiosk at the Powell St cable-car turnaround on Market St, SF’s Visitor Information Center and shops around town – see www.sfmta.com for locations. One-day (but not multiday) passports are available from cable-car conductors.

Clipper Cards Downtown Muni/BART stations have machines that issue the Clipper card (www.clippercard.com), a reloadable transit card that costs $3 with a $2 minimum that can be used on Muni, BART, AC Transit, Caltrain, SamTrans and Golden Gate Transit (but not single-use cable-car tickets). Clipper cards automatically deduct fares and apply transfers – only one Muni fare is deducted per 90-minute period.




Bus

AThe standard cash fare for buses is $3, and each ticket is good for 120 minutes of travel. With a reloadable Clipper card, discounted fare is $2.50.

AFor route planning and schedules, consult http://transit.511.org.

AFor real-time departures, see www.nextmuni.com, which synchs with GPS on buses for best estimates on arrival times.




Taxi

AFares are about $3.50 per mile; meters start at $4.15. Unlike Lyft and Uber, taxis don’t charge surge pricing at peak times.

AFor quickest service in San Francisco, download the Flywheel app for smartphones, which dispatches the nearest taxi.




Bicycle

AContact the San Francisco Bicycle Coalition ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-431-2453; www.sfbike.org) for maps, information and laws regarding bicyclists.

ABicycles can be taken on most Muni buses and some BART trains.

ABay Wheels ([image: icon-phonegif]%855-480-2453; www.lyft.com/bikes/bay-wheels; single ride/day pass $3.50) bike ride-sharing is available within SF through the Lyft app; rides start at $3.50.




Car

ATraffic is notoriously bad, and parking is next to impossible. Avoid driving until it’s time to leave town.

ASan Francisco streets mostly follow a grid bisected diagonally by Market St, with signs pointing toward major attractions.

ABefore heading to any bridge, airport or other traffic choke-point, call 511 for a traffic update.





Essential Information


Accessible Travel

All Bay Area transit companies offer wheelchair-accessible service and travel discounts for travelers with disabilities. Major car-rental companies can usually supply hand-controlled vehicles with one or two days’ notice. For people with visual impairment, major intersections emit a chirping signal to indicate when it’s safe to cross the street.

San Francisco Bay Area Regional Transit Guide (https://511.org/transit/accessibility) Covers accessibility for people with disabilities.

Muni’s Street & Transit (www.sfmta.com/accessibility) Details wheelchair-friendly bus routes and streetcar stops.

Independent Living Resource Center of San Francisco ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-543-6222, TTY 415-543-6698; www.ilrcsf.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4:30pm Mon-Thu, to 4pm Fri) Provides travel tips, including information about wheelchair accessibility on Bay Area public transit and in hotels and other local facilities.

Environmental Traveling Companions ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-474-7662; www.etctrips.org) Top-notch white-water rafting, kayaking and cross-country skiing trips in California for people with disabilities, including all-ages and youth programs.

Download Lonely Planet’s free Accessible Travel guides from www.lonelyplanet.com.




Business Hours

Typical opening hours in San Francisco.

Banks 9am–4:30pm or 5pm Monday to Friday, plus occasionally 9am–noon Saturday

Offices 8:30am–5:30pm Monday to Friday, though many locals work remotely

Restaurants Breakfast 8am–10:30am; lunch 11:30am–2:30pm; dinner 5:30pm, with last service 8:30pm–9pm weekdays or 9–9:30pm weekends; Saturday and Sunday brunch 10am–2:30pm

Shops 10am–5pm or 6pm Monday to Saturday, though hours may run 11am–7pm Saturday and noon–6pm Sunday




Discount Cards

Some green-minded venues, such as the de Young Museum, the California Academy of Sciences and the Legion of Honor, offer $2 discounts to ticket-bearing Muni riders.

City Pass (www.citypass.com; adult/child $94/74) Covers entry to four attractions, including the California Academy of Sciences, Blue & Gold Fleet Bay Cruise, the Aquarium of the Bay and either the Exploratorium or SFMOMA.

Go Card (https://gocity.com/san-francisco; adult/child one day $79/64, two days $119/94, three days $139/114) Provides access to the city’s major attractions, including the California Academy of Sciences, the Aquarium of the Bay, SFMOMA, Asian Art Museum, de Young Museum, Contemporary Jewish Museum, USS Pampanito, Bay Cruises, the Beat Museum and Exploratorium, plus discounts on packaged tours.




Etiquette

AFormality San Franciscans are extremely informal. There are no special formalities travelers must be aware of, and jeans can be worn almost anywhere – they were invented here.

AGreeting Public health protocols adopted in SF during the Covid-19 pandemic have curbed Silicon Valley business handshakes and Californian bear hugs. Air kisses and one-armed hugs are common among friends, but ask new friends or acquaintances for consent first to avoid any awkwardness or offense.




Electricity

[image: jpg]

[image: jpg]




Emergencies


	
Emergency
	
911


	
Non-emergency
	
311


	
San Francisco city/area code
	
415


	
US country code
	
1







LGBTQ+ Health & Safety

SF wishes you well, offering health and support services to all. The Castro’s nonprofit Strut center provides private, free and low-cost services, including PrEP HIV prophylaxis, STI testing, counseling and support groups – all part of the San Francisco AIDS Foundation’s trailblazing work since 1982.

Founded in 1979, Lyon-Martin Health Services provides dedicated primary care for women, transfolx and nonbinary visitors regardless of ability to pay – including hormone therapy, reproductive healthcare and mental health services.

Both Strut and Lyon-Martin offer support groups, and LYRIC helps LGBTQ+ teens handle crises. SF LGBT Center (www.sfcenter.org/resources) keeps an updated list of health, legal and social services for the LGBTQ+ community.




Money-Saving Tips

ASummer through fall, festivals in Golden Gate Park and neighborhood street fairs are often free.

AMany SF museums are free the first Tuesday of the month, and some evening events offer steeply discounted admission; see individual listings.

ASF Funcheap (https://sf.funcheap.com) curates a calendar packed with free and low-cost events in SF.




Money

ATMs are widely available; credit cards are accepted at most hotels, stores and restaurants. Many farmers-market stalls and food trucks and some bars are cash only. Keep small bills for cafes, bars and hotel service, where cash tips are appreciated.


Changing Money

Though there are exchange bureaus at airports, the best rates are generally in town. You can change money downtown at Currency Exchange International ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-974-6600; www.sanfranciscocurrencyexchange.com; 865 Market St, Westfield Centre, Level 1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-8:30pm Mon-Sat, 11am-7pm Sun; [image: icon-metrogif]mPowell, [image: icon-bartgif]ZPowell) and Bank of America ([image: icon-phonegif]%415-837-1394; www.bankamerica.com; 1 Powell St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-2pm Sat; [image: icon-metrogif]mPowell, [image: icon-bartgif]ZPowell).




Traveler’s Checks

In SF, traveler’s checks are used less often than Apple Pay or GPay – but you can go to a bank to cash them, or see if your hotel will accept them.





Public Holidays

Most shops remain open on public holidays (with the exception of Independence Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day), but banks, schools and offices are usually closed. Holidays that may affect business hours and transit schedules include the following.

New Year’s Day January 1

Martin Luther King Jr Day Third Monday in January

Presidents’ Day Third Monday in February

Easter Sunday (and Good Friday and Easter Monday) in March or April

Memorial Day Last Monday in May

Juneteenth June 19

Independence Day July 4

Labor Day First Monday in September

Indigenous People’s Day/Columbus Day Second Monday in October

Veterans Day November 11

Thanksgiving Fourth Thursday in November

Christmas Day December 25




Safe Travel

By US standards, SF violent crime rates are comparatively low – but keep your city smarts and wits about you, especially at night in the Tenderloin, South of Market (SoMa) and the Mission. If you’re alone in these areas at night, consider ride-share or a taxi instead of waiting for a bus.

AThe nationwide affordable housing crisis hits home in San Francisco, where income disparities are noticeable – though homeless rates are lower in SF than in many US cities. SF’s pioneering navigation centers are providing essential transitional housing support and services, but you’ll probably see some people camped out in the Tenderloin, SoMa and the Mission.

AThe Bayview–Hunters Point neighborhood (south of Dogpatch) isn’t for wandering tourists, due to ongoing issues with policing, petty crime and gentrification.

AAfter dark, Dolores Park, Buena Vista Park and the entry to Golden Gate Park at Haight and Stanyan Sts see some drug deals and casual sex hookups. If you’re there at night, you may get propositioned.

AAvoid using your smartphone unnecessarily on the street, or laptops near cafe doors – snatch-and-grab theft can happen.




Telephone

The US country code is 1. San Francisco’s city/area code is 415. When calling local numbers in San Francisco you must dial the area code; thus, all local numbers begin with 1-415.

To place an international call, dial 011 + country code + city code + number (make sure to drop the 0 that precedes foreign city codes or your call won’t go through). When calling Canada, there’s no need to dial the international access code (011). When dialing from a landline, you must precede any area code with 1 for direct dialing, 0 for collect calls and operator assistance (both expensive); from cell phones, dial only the area code and number.


Area Codes in the Bay

East Bay 510

Marin County 415

Peninsula 650

San Francisco 415

San Jose 408

Santa Cruz 831

Wine Country 707

Toll-free numbers start with 800, 855, 866, 877 or 888; phone numbers beginning with 900 usually incur high fees.




Operator Services

International operator 00

Local directory 411

Long-distance directory information 1 + area code + 555-1212

Operator 0

Toll-free number information 800-555-1212





Toilets

Many toilets in public or shared spaces in San Francisco are designated for use by all genders, denoted by a triangle. All-gender toilets usually have stalls instead of open urinals.

Citywide Self-cleaning, coin-operated outdoor kiosk commodes cost 25¢ or require a free token to enter; there are 28 citywide, mostly in North Beach, Fisherman’s Wharf, the Financial District and the Tenderloin. Toilet paper isn’t always available, and there’s a 20-minute time limit. Public library branches and some city parks also have restrooms.

Downtown Most hotel lobbies have restrooms. Clean toilets and baby-changing tables can be found at Westfield San Francisco Centre and Macy’s.

Civic Center San Francisco Main Library has restrooms.

Haight-Ashbury & Mission District Woefully lacking in public toilets; you may have to buy coffee, beer or food to gain access to locked customer-only bathrooms.




Tourist Information

SF Visitor Information Center (www.sanfrancisco.travel/visitor-information-center) Muni Passports, activities deals, culture and event calendars.

Further tourist information is available from the following websites.

ASFGate (www.sfgate.com)

ASFist (www.sfist.com)

A48 Hills (https://48hills.org)




Visas

USA Visa Waiver Program (VWP) allows nationals from 40 countries to enter the US without a visa, provided they are carrying a machine-readable e-passport (with an embedded chip). For the updated list of countries included in the program and current requirements, see the US Customs & Border Protection (www.cbp.gov/travel/international-visitors) website.

Citizens of VWP countries need to register with the US Department of Homeland Security (https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov/esta) three days before their visit. There is a $21 fee for registration application.
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Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travelers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you don’t want your comments reproduced or your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/legal.
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and ethnic diversity
interwoven with quaint
Victorians and upscale
boutiques.

The Mission
Abook in one hand,

aburrito in the other,
murals all around

The Haight & Hayes
Valley

Sixties flashbacks,
radical fashion, free
music and pricey
skateboards.

The Castro
Vibrant and proud, with
the fabulous art deco
theater, LGBTQ+ rights
history and rainbow
crosswalks to prove it

co International
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LONELY PLANET'S PROMISE

We tell it like itis. Our job is to make amazing travel experiences
happen. Our recommendations are always independently selected,
with no influence from outside sources. Our advice comes from
first-hand experience, so you can rely on us to help you have a
great trip, every time.
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