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The Journey Begins Here
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Lunar New Year, Wan Chai | HANNA YOHANNA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Despite recent challenges like COVID-19 and its geopolitical situation, Hong Kong emerges resilient and still has a lot going for it. This vibrant city harmonises old and new, with skyscrapers alongside temples. Neighbourhoods like Wan Chai and Tai Hang are evolving rapidly, while Yau Ma Tei and Mong Kok retain their timeless charm. Hong Kong’s skyline, bays and peaks exude a magical allure, making anything seem possible. Don’t sleep on a city that never does.
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Angela Hui

@angelahuii

Angela Hui is a British-born Chinese writer and author based in London with roots in Sai Kung and Shenzhen. She’s been visiting Hong Kong since age three, growing more captivated with each trip. Angela was the former food and drink editor at Time Out London and lifestyle reporter at HuffPost.
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Thomas O’Malley

An inveterate wanderer and milk tea devotee, Thomas lived in China for 12 years and has written over 20 Lonely Planet guidebooks.







THE BEST

Restaurant Experiences

Hong Kong’s food scene ranks among the world’s best. Hopping from one restaurant to another on a food crawl is a rite of passage. Stretchy trousers and a second stomach are a must.
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Experience the thrill of the open-air wok cooking at Oi Man Sang.

Discover next-level Cantonese wok cooking at Ju Xing Home, beloved of local chefs. (pictured)
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Sample the sharing-style Cantonese set menu of the Chairman, featuring locally sourced ingredients and intricate techniques.

Enjoy a dim sum feast at historic Luk Yu Tea House. (pictured)
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Tuck into heavenly roast meats at Kamcentre Roast Goose, tucked away behind a bowling alley at the South China Athletic Association.






THE BEST

Museum Experiences

Satisfy cultural cravings with a diverse array of offerings. From art and space to antiques, Hong Kong’s museums have something for everyone.

Unleash your inner geek and explore interactive exhibitions at the Science Museum. (pictured)
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Be inspired at contemporary arts museum M+ and explore works from leading Chinese and western artists, including paintings, ceramics, videos and installations. (pictured)
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See thousands of relics and artefacts, bronzeware, paintings and clothing at Hong Kong Palace Museum.

Discover the rich cultural heritage of the city at the Hong Kong Museum of History.

Admire calligraphy brushstrokes and get up close to ancient Chinese antiques at the renovated Hong Kong Museum of Art.






THE BEST

Cha Chaan Tang Experiences

Eat like a local at one of the many Hong Kong diner cha chaan tang, blending Chinese and western cuisines, popularised during the 1950s British colonial era.
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Discover the essence of Hong Kong’s milk-tea culture at Lan Fong Yuen, famous for inventing silky, hand-pulled, stocking milk tea.

Enjoy an indulgent breakfast of ham, macaroni and egg sandwiches at Australia Dairy Company.

Slurp up tomato and egg noodles at the super retro basement Star Cafe.

Find a hit of pure dopamine in the form of egg tarts and pineapple buns at Sun Wah Cafe.

Inhale the incredibly silky scrambled-egg sandwiches and freshly baked pineapple buns at Kam Wah Cafe.






THE BEST

Cocktail Experiences

From award-winning bars to hole-in-the-wall local spots, here’s where to go drinking in Hong Kong.

Cosy up at the intimate Savoury Project and work your way through the innovative savoury drinks menu. Thai-beef-salad cocktail, anyone?

Get a slice of dolce vita at Bar Leone, an Italian bar serving good times and delicious cocktails. Try the Mayor of Manhattan and an espresso martini.

Head to Mexican-inspired cocktail bar COA, one of the best bars in the city, for beautifully crafted cocktails.

Drink up the fun vibes at Eaton Hotel’s rooftop bar Terrible Baby for cocktails and live music with a view. (pictured)
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Celebrate Cantonese culture and heritage at the Kinsman, shaking up the drinks scene with its creative use of traditional Chinese spirits. (pictured)
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THE BEST

Indie Art Experiences

See street art and art installations from up-and-coming local talent and established artists from international galleries.
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Discover the power of a good story at Ztoryteller, a gallery and creative studio connecting artists worldwide to turn stories into works of art.

Witness the transformation of Ki Ling La and Chung Ching St into a kaleidoscopic canvas at ArtLane.

Explore contemporary art and avant-garde artists from China and beyond at Contemporary by Angela Li.

Admire the striking facade of JC Contemporary, part of the Tai Kwun heritage arts venue, and find world-class contemporary art.

Delve into how Kiang Malingue Gallery fosters dialogue among global and emerging contemporary artists across various mediums.






THE BEST

Market Experiences

Markets of all kinds and cooked food centres offering delicious local eats are integral to Hong Kong’s culture.
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Explore independent stalls at the revamped Central Market and shop for artisanal snacks, handmade trinkets, jewellery and souvenirs.

Eat your way through a variety of cuisines at Sheung Wan Market & Cooked Food Centre; try Italian plates at ABC Kitchen. (pictured)

Explore the Bauhaus-style Wan Chai Market for some of the city’s best produce; a firm favourite with Hong Kong’s top chefs. (pictured)
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Select fresh seafood straight from the tanks and then get the restaurants on the 2nd floor to cook it for you at Ap Lei Chau Market Cooked Food Centre.

Browse a sea of colourful exotic fruits from all over at Yau Ma Tei Wholesale Fruit Market.






THE BEST

Temple Experiences

Escape from Hong Kong’s incessant buzz at one of the many beautiful temples across the city that give a taste of local culture.

[image: jpg]

Man Mo Temple | BLUEORANGE STUDIO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Pray for good luck at Sik Sik Yuen Wong Tai Sin Temple, one of the most well-known shrines in Hong Kong.

Bask in the spiritual atmosphere of the smoky incense-filled Man Mo Temple.

See the unique and stunning octagonal temple at Tai Hang Lin Fa Kung.

Surround yourself in serenity at Tin Hau Temple for a peaceful oasis from the surrounding hustle and bustle.

Find spiritual comfort for the soul at the lantern-filled Wan Chai Pak Tai Temple.






THE BEST

Shopping Experiences

From upscale malls to indie boutiques, Hong Kong is a shopping paradise for all budgets. With many stores open late, it’s the perfect place for a shopping spree.

Discover indie treasures at PMQ, a Grade III–listed building turned designer hub for furniture-makers, jewellers and designers.

Pop into the glitzy K11 Musea on the waterfront, a blend of art gallery and high-end shopping mall. (pictured)
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Shop at mega-mall Pacific Place for over 200 fashion outlets and three department stores.

Find bargains at open-air Ladies’ Market for clothes, accessories and souvenirs on this 1km stretch of stalls. (pictured)
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Browse cool gifts and unique souvenirs at G.O.D., filled with quirky knick-knacks like ceramics and clothing that nod to Hong Kong.






THE BEST

Hiking Experiences

Hong Kong’s hikes stand out for their convenience. Within an hour, you can leave the city behind and immerse yourself in lush nature.
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Skip the tram and be rewarded with stunning aerial vistas on the ascent to The Peak.

Ascend Braemar Hill towards Red Incense Burner Summit for a relatively flat and shaded hike – low pay-offs and high rewards with incredible views.

Take on one of Hong Kong’s most popular hikes, Dragon’s Back, for stunning coastal vistas.

Challenge your quads and calves with the Lion Rock hike, beginning at Lion Rock Park, and enjoy dramatic views from the summit.

Stroll through Hong Kong’s history on Tai Tam Waterworks Heritage Trail, an unusual and rewarding hike with Victorian-era waterworks and reservoirs.






THE BEST

Living History Experiences

Whether it be ferries, trams or repurposed heritage, see old vintage icons of Hong Kong.

Hop aboard the iconic green and white Star Ferry, offering stunning views across Victoria Harbour since 1880. (pictured)
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Ride on the cable Peak Tram which has been in operation for over a century. (pictured)
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Look for a glimpse of old Hong Kong on the streets of Sham Shui Po with plenty of history at Apliu Street Flea Market and Sham Shui Po Toy Market.

Sign up for the Aberdeen 1773 Fishing Heritage Tour at Aberdeen Harbour to see traditional fishing customs and a sampan-boat way of life.

Ride the world’s longest outdoor covered escalator, the Central–Mid-Levels Escalator, to be in prime location for museums, restaurants and shops.






THE BEST

After Dark Experiences

Often referred to as the city that never sleeps, Hong Kong offers more than just nightlife revelry. Explore its vibrant nocturnal scene.
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Watch the skyline light up and shoot lasers at the Symphony of Lights from the Tsim Sha Tsui waterfront.

Find endless bargains, from clothes and watches to street food and trinkets, at Temple Street Night Market.

Go neon-sign hunting and see displays light up the streets, with the biggest lights near Yau Ma Tei Tin Hau Temple.

Place your bets and catch a horse race at the Happy Valley Racecourse.

Enjoy a cocktail while taking in panoramic views of the skyline from one of the city’s many rooftop bars, such as Terrible Baby.






THE BEST

Beach Experiences

It’s not all shiny malls and skyscrapers. Hong Kong has plenty of great beaches to swim, sunbathe, surf and windsurf.

Lap up the fine powdery white sand and clear waters of Deep Water Bay.

Surf the waves at Big Wave Bay, with undeveloped green hills as a scenic backdrop. (pictured)
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Discover Hong Kong’s back garden at the verdant and lush Shek O Beach.

Take a dip at Repulse Bay, which looks almost too perfect for a swim, with golden sands and lush greenery creating a picture-perfect vista. (pictured)
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Top up your tan or try your hand at windsurfing at Stanley Main Beach; if you’re lucky you might spot a dragon-boat practice session.






THE BEST

Architecture Experiences

Learn more about Hong Kong’s iconic buildings and landmarks that make up one of the world’s best skylines.
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See IM Pei’s angular Bank of China Tower gleaming facade – it may have famously bad feng shui, but it’s a marvel to look at.

Bask in the colourful charm of the 1920s Blue House, a four-storey tong lau tenement building.

Get a glimpse of Zaha Hadid’s futuristic postmodern Jockey Club Innovation Tower.

Gawp at Hong Kong’s tallest building, the International Commerce Centre (ICC) – head to Sky100 for some of the best panoramic views.

Admire the past and present at the renovated 1881 Heritage, with a shopping mall, hotel and exhibition hall inside.






THE BEST

Coffee Experiences

Hong Kong is experiencing a caffeine renaissance. Drink the good stuff at these independent businesses that produce an exceptional cup.

Wake up and smell the coffee at NOC, one of the few places in the city to roast its own beans. (pictured)
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Get a taste of old and new at Halfway Coffee, known for serving freshly brewed coffee in vintage porcelain cups. (pictured)
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Tailor coffee to your liking at APT (A Personal Tailor) – choose blends, select your milk, and adjust the temperature and foam volume to your preference.

Find laid-back brunch vibes in an airy space and a good cup of joe at Little Cove Espresso.

Speak to the staff at Café Sausalito to learn about their small-scale suppliers and unique processes behind some of their recent roasts.






Best for Kids

Customise favourite toppings and design your very own cup noodles at the Cup Noodles Museum.

Nerd out about the universe at the Space Museum where kids can dress up as astronauts and try their hand at a rocket-landing simulation.

Ride the 60m-high Hong Kong Observation Wheel to see wonderful views of the city.

Defy gravity on the Victoria Peak Tram and see impressive skyline views as you ascend higher.

Keep kids entertained at the Hong Kong Zoological & Botanical Gardens – explore perfectly pruned gardens and see a variety of monkeys, meerkats and sloths.





Best for Free

Stumble into a serene world of chanting nuns and beautifully pruned bonsai trees at temple complex Chi Lin Nunnery.

Escape the noise and surround yourself with lotus and koi ponds at the Tang dynasty–style Nan Lian Garden.

Visit one of Hong Kong’s most historic parks, Kowloon Walled City Park, once home to 33,000 people in just two hectares but now a serene Jiangnan-style garden.

Discover the rich heritage of Tai Kwun on a free guided tour and learn the historical significance of the former Central Police Station compound.

Get free admission on a Wednesday at many Hong Kong museums, including the Hong Kong Science Museum.







Three Perfect Days

Hong Kong is a place of endless possibilities. Island boat hopping? Green hiking escapes? Shopping to your heart’s content at the mega malls? Here are our top picks to help break it down.
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DAY ONE

Only Have One Day?

Morning

Start with a classic Hong Kong breakfast at Australia Dairy Company. Walk it off at Kowloon Park (pictured) before catching the iconic Star Ferry to Central.

Afternoon

Ride the Peak Tram for panoramic views of the city, then find peace at the incense-filled Man Mo Temple. Head back to Kowloon on the ferry for sunset views over the harbour.

Evening

Stick around the Avenue of Stars for the daily Symphony of Lights show. After a long day of city exploration, you’ll have worked up an appetite. Have a claypot rice dinner at Hing Kee followed by a nightcap at Terrible Baby for a rooftop view.
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DAY TWO

A Weekend Trip

Morning

Get those endorphins running with a morning swim or wakeboarding session at Repulse Bay, then head to Lan Fong Yuen for its famous milk tea and French toast.

Afternoon

Shop for souvenirs at Central Market, browsing hundreds of independent sellers. Head towards Tai Kwun via the Central-Mid-Levels Escalator (pictured) to explore contemporary art at JC Contemporary.

Evening

For dinner, venture over to Ho Lee Fook for fun and experimental Cantonese cooking, followed by innovative Mexican-inspired drinks at COA.
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DAY THREE

A Short Break

Morning

Order the breakfast set at Luen Fat, then walk it off at Kowloon City Market & Cooked Food Centre while you watch people go about their day. Explore Kowloon Walled City Park for a fascinating glimpse into the once-infamous lawless garrison that’s now a beautiful Jiangnan-style garden.

Afternoon

Hop on the MTR to Chi Lin Nunnery (pictured) and Nan Lian Garden. Take in the beautiful scenery and nature while being surrounded by ponds and high-rises.

Evening

Catch a half-hour MTR to Prince Edward and enjoy exceptional Cantonese cooking at Ju Xing Home.
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If You Have More Time

It would be a crime to come all this way to Hong Kong and not squeeze in at least one hike. Beyond the skyscrapers, lush countryside covers three-quarters of the land and is easily accessible by public transport or taxis.
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The most popular hike is the Dragon’s Back trail, which has stunning costal views.

You can relax afterwards at the beach at Big Wave Bay, a surfing hot spot with rentals available.

While you’re in the area stroll through Shek O’s village to Shek O Beach and enjoy some drinks at Ben’s Back Beach Bar.

For a longer walk, cross over the Shek O Lovers Bridge (aka the ‘Blue Bridge’) to the islet of Tai Tau Chau.




A City Day Trip

Spend the day exploring old and new in Wan Chai. History buffs will love learning about the four-storey balcony-type tenement block Blue House Cluster. From there, see the impressive lantern-filled Pak Tai Temple.
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For a change of scenery, continue your trail upwards towards Lovers’ Rock and bask in the beautiful city vistas.

For lunch, indulge in a big bowl of comforting noodles from Samsen.

Explore the open-air stalls of Tai Yuen Street and Cross St while visiting Wan Chai Market to experience local life.

End the day with a succulent meat feast at Kam’s Roast Goose.

On a Rainy Day
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When it rains, it pours in Hong Kong. Avoid getting wet and spend the day museum-hopping in Tsim Sha Tsui. Learn about Chinese art and calligraphy at the revamped Hong Kong Museum of Art (pictured), then delve into astronomy and space at the Hong Kong Space Museum right next door.

Grab lunch at Star Cafe and spend a few hours making your own noodles at the Cup Noodles Museum.

End your day with a narrated Cantonese opera performance at Xiqu Centre (pictured). If you’re hungry there are a few dinner options inside.






Get Prepared


Book Ahead

Two months before Check dates of Chinese festivals and book accommodation.

One month before Check listings and book tickets for any major shows; book nature tours, plan hikes and reserve well in advance for popular restaurants.

Two weeks before Book harbour cruises, museum or cultural site passes to save time. Sign up for email alerts from events organisers.



Manners Matter

Day to day, things are relaxed, but there are rules of etiquette.

Learning a few Cantonese words will go a long way. Try hello (nei ho), please (mm goi) and thank you (do je).

Stand on the right-hand side of the escalator. Keep the left side free so you don’t disrupt the flow.

Don’t block the doors on the MTR or bus. Get on and off quickly. Don’t hold up the queue, especially during rush hour. Hold onto railings and handles while in motion.

Clothes

Layers In Hong Kong’s temperamental subtropical climate, dress with breathable layers for hot summers – shorts and T-shirts, plus a light long-sleeve layer for chilly air-con indoors. For cold winters, opt for long-sleeve shirts, jackets and trousers.

Shoes Flat, comfy shoes are key. Best way to get around Hong Kong is on foot and public transport for longer distances.

Dressy attire Hong Kongers dress quite casually; save formal attire for special occasions.

Things to Know

Crossing the road Jaywalking is frowned upon and offenders will be fined up to HK$2000. Wait for the beeping green pedestrian light.

Bargaining Haggling is not accepted at department stores, but do bargain with street vendors (but not in food markets). The general rule is to haggle down to 20–30% of asking price.

Dining At budget places, people think nothing of sticking their chopsticks into a communal dish or have gung fai serving chopsticks. High-end restaurants provide separate communal chopsticks and spoons with each dish; if they’re provided, use them. Don’t be afraid to ask for a fork if you can’t manage chopsticks.

Queues Hong Kongers line up for everything. Attempts to jump the queue are frowned upon.



TIPPING

Tipping isn’t expected in Hong Kong and is usually reserved for particularly good service.
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DAILY BUDGET

Budget: Less than HK$1000

• Dorm bed or peer-to-peer rental: from HK$150

• Bowl of noodles: HK$40–150

• Beer: HK$50–100 per pint

• Public transport 24-hour ticket: HK$65

Midrange: HK$1000–3000

• Private apartment or double room: HK$400–800

• Two-course dinner with wine: HK$400–600

• Cocktail: HK$80–200

• Museum: HK$10–120; most free Wednesdays

Top End: More than HK$3000

• Apartment or double in top-end hotel: HK$1200–5000

• Gourmet multi-course dinner with wine: HK$1500–3000

• Theatre show (good seats): HK$300–500

• Red urban taxi: HK$24 plus HK$1.70 for every 200m




Currency

Hong Kong dollar HKD ($)

Language

Cantonese, Mandarin and English

Time

Hong Kong Standard Time (GMT plus 7 hours)




TIP

Always carry a packet of tissues with you for an emergency. Some budget restaurants do not have tissues or toilet paper. Hong Kongers are known to always carry a packet of Tempo tissues everywhere they go.
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When To Go

The colder months are when the city comes alive, but the hot and humid summers can be sweltering. Whatever the season, Hong Kong always has something special to offer.


Hong Kong’s subtropical climate means that temperatures stay relatively mild year-round and never dip too low. October to March offers warm and dry weather that’s perfect for outdoor activities, with spring-like temperatures. June to August can be unpredictable, with sweltering heat and humidity. During the typhoon season from April to September, it’s wise to move indoors for some refreshing air conditioning.

Unusual Traditions

January or February: At the Spring Lantern Festival colourful lanterns adorn markets, streets and trees, typically at the Hong Kong Cultural Centre Piazza in Tsim Sha Tsui and the West Kowloon Waterfront Promenade, along with music, kung fu, acrobatics, folk song and dance.

April: Ching Ming or Tomb Sweeping Festival celebrates spring’s arrival. Families visit cemeteries to honour ancestors with offerings of food, flowers and incense.

May or June: Dragon Boat Festival commemorates the legend of Qu Yuan. After his suicide, locals raced boats and threw rice dumplings into the river to prevent fish from consuming his body. This led to the annual custom of eating zongzi (sticky-rice dumplings) and dragon boat racing.

August: According to legend, during the Hungry Ghost or Zhongyuan Festival, the gates to the underworld open, and spirits roam among the living. Those observing this Taoist festival perform elaborate worship rituals and burn paper offerings on the streets to ‘feed’ the ghosts of departed ancestors.

Hong Kong Weather
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The Big Events
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January–February: Lunar New Year is a major celebration, with vibrant festivities like red lanterns, lion dances and fireworks. Many businesses close for the first three to five days. Dates vary.

March: With renowned events like Art Basel and Art Central alongside local highlights like HKWalls, the city comes alive with vibrant art exhibitions, events and presentations.

April or May: Tin Hau Festival honours the sea goddess Tin Hau. Worshippers gather at over 70 Tin Hau temples for parades featuring kung fu troupes, marching bands and lion dances, ensuring prosperity for fishers.

September or October: Mid- Autumn Festival symbolises unity and love. Expect mooncakes, lanterns and sweet tong yuan (glutinous rice desserts) leading up to the day. Highlights include the Victoria Park Lantern Display and the Tai Hang Fire Dragon Dance, with its 220ft-long dragon, 300 performers and 70,000 incense sticks and firecrackers.


ACCOMMODATION

Choose your base: sleek island side or more affordable Kowloon. Hong Kong hotels offer diverse options, from dorms to suites. On Hong Kong Island, they cluster between Sheung Wan and Causeway Bay; in Kowloon, around Sham Shui Po and Tsim Sha Tsui.







Getting There

Most arrive by plane in Hong Kong International Airport (HKG). Depending on your final destination, there are three transport options from the airport to the city centre: train, bus and taxi.


From the Airport to the City Centre

By Airport Express Train

The Airport Express train is the quickest way to get from the airport to the city centre. It’s located beside the arrivals hall once you emerge from the baggage area. Trains depart for Hong Kong station every 10 minutes from 5.50am to 12.48am. The journey takes 24 minutes. Tickets cost HK$110 (with Octopus) or HK$115 for a regular one-way ticket. They’re available from automated machines or Airport Express customer service centres. Enjoy free wi-fi, TV and power sockets onboard.

Tip: Once you arrive at Central station you can use the free MTR shuttle bus that travels to 50 nearby hotels.

By Bus

The bus is the cheapest way to the city centre. Public buses depart from the Airport Ground Transportation Centre, outside the arrivals hall to the right. ‘A’ buses operate from 5.35am to 12.30am, while ‘N’ buses are night buses, operating from 1.50am to 4.50am. There are over 60 routes, covering almost the entire city. The journey typically takes about an hour. Pay the fare as you board either with an Octopus card or by cash; change is not provided. Alternatively, buy tickets in advance at the Customer Service Centre at the Airport Ground Transportation Centre. Regular tickets cost HK$40. Airport buses are double-decker, air-conditioned and equipped with large luggage racks. There’s free wi-fi, and LED displays show the next stop and nearby attractions in English and Chinese.

By Taxi

Find taxis at the taxi rank near the left-hand ramp outside the arrivals hall. There is no flat fee to the city; it is calculated by a meter depending on distance, but is around HK$370. Extra costs for additional luggage and tolls may be applied.






Getting Around

Hong Kong is not a difficult city to orient yourself in and navigation is straightforward. Whether it’s by taxi, ferry, rail, bus, or tram, there are plenty of ways to get around. Signs and directions are in three different languages (Cantonese, Mandarin and English). Hong Kong has one of the world’s most extensive and efficient transport systems.


Walking

The best way around the city is walking and getting lost in Hong Kong’s streets, elevated walkways, stumbling upon street markets and vendors.

MTR

The Mass Transit Railway (MTR) consists of multiple rail lines that extend across Hong Kong Island, Kowloon and the New Territories. Among these, the Kwun Tong line (green), the Tsuen Wan line (red) and the Island line (blue) stand out as key routes. The Tuen Ma line connects Tuen Mun to Wu Kai Sha, with 27 stations in between. Accessibility is prioritised. Most MTR stations have wheelchair-friendly facilities and easy guide paths for the visually impaired.
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Bus

One of the best ways to see the city is from the top of a double-decker bus. Services start around 6am or 7am, and usually run until midnight. If you’re out late there are overnight ‘N’ night bus routes. All buses have an Octopus card reader. Some buses also accept Alipay and contactless bank cards. If you want to pay in cash, you’ll need the exact fare as you don’t get change.
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ESSENTIAL APP

Citymapper has the quickest routes and real-time updates on traffic disruptions.
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Light Bus or Minibus

Grab a seat or anything you can hold onto as you board a 24-hour light bus or minibus. They can often get you to areas that aren’t reached by the MTR or bigger buses. The green buses have fixed routes, schedules and fares. Red buses are less regulated. The route is subject to change depending on the driver and most are privately owned. All light buses have an Octopus reader. You can pay with cash, but no change is given.

Taxi

Taxis are colour-coded. The red ones are the most common, and also the most expensive, charging HK$27 for the first 2km (1.2 miles) and HK$1.90 for every 200m (656ft) and minute of wait time thereafter. Green taxis serve the New Territories, while the light blue taxis are for Lantau. Note most taxis only accept cash and some drivers don’t speak English.

Ferry

The iconic green and white double-decker Star Ferry has been going since 1888 and embodies slow travel at its finest. Hop aboard for an extraordinary eight-minute journey of the city’s implausible skyline. You’ll want to make the trip at least twice; once by day and once at night. There are two Star Ferry routes (you can also sail from Kowloon to Wan Chai) and two ticket types (upper and lower deck). Upper-deck tickets are slightly more expensive (up to HK$6.50 on weekends) but have air-con and better views.

Tram

Trams, nicknamed ‘ding dings’ after the distinctive double-bell ring when they arrive, are an affordable, leisurely and scenic way to travel between the eastern and western districts of Hong Kong Island. The flat fare is HK$3. Pay the exact amount in coins or via Octopus card. Use the turnstiles at the back of the tram to get on, and pay at the front when you get off. Try to snag a front seat on the top deck for the best views.

Public Transport Essentials

Octopus Card

The Octopus card is the most convenient way to pay for public transport in Hong Kong. It’s a contactless smart card that’s widely used for the MTR, bus, ferry, coach and tram. It’s also taken at most convenience stores and fast-food joints. You can pick up a card at MTR customer service centres, 7-Elevens and the airport.

Light Bus

For travellers and first timers, it can be intimidating to ride a light bus, with no-nonsense drivers and confusing routes. Some buses don’t even have a stop button or seatbelts. You have to hold onto the metal bar on the side or the seat in front of you and shout ‘yau lok’ or ‘ba see sam’ (next stop). The driver will raise his hand to indicate he’s heard you.

Payment

Hong Kong is a fast-paced city. Make sure you have payment ready for seamless boarding. Other passengers will likely curse and say something if you’re at the door, fumbling for change or holding things up.



TRAVEL COSTS

MTR

HK$3.50/ride

Bus

HK$4.50/ride

Tram

HK$3/ride




TIP

Not all taxi drivers speak English. Research your destination beforehand or have a photo of the address in Chinese to show to your driver.




TICKETS

Single-journey tickets are available from ticket machines at MTR stations. Rail fares are calculated based on distance. If you’re planning a day with a lot of travel, consider a day pass. If you’re staying for couple of days, consider an Octopus card.



	Ticket Type
	Cost



	Adult Tourist Day Pass
	HK$65



	Child Tourist Day Pass
	HK$30



	Single Adult Fare Tsim Sha Tsui–Mong Kok
	HK$6



	Single Adult Fare Central–Causeway Bay
	HK$6






TICKET ZONES
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A Few Surprises

Spot signs of yesteryear and traditions on Hong Kong’s charming yet chaotic streets, full of surprising twists that make this place unique.


Sky-High Skyscrapers

Despite being a relatively small territory, Hong Kong has some of the highest skyscrapers in the world. More than 7000 buildings have over 14 floors, and more than 300 buildings are over 150m in height – a record that soars above the likes of New York, Shanghai and Dubai. To get a better vantage point, head to the world’s ninth-tallest building for the Sky 100 Observation Deck.

Bamboo Scaffolding

Hong Kong is one of the very few cities in the world that still uses bamboo to build skyscrapers. Bamboo poles are strong enough to withstand typhoons compared to iron and steel. Bamboo scaffolding can be frequently seen all across the city, particularly in busy areas with more high-rises such as Yau Ma Tei, Mong Kok, Central, Sheung Wan and Wan Chai. It’s also seen on seasonal Cantonese opera theatre stages, as well as worshipping halls for cultural festivals, including the Hungry Ghost Festival.

[image: jpg]
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Neon Lights

The colourful glow of neon signs was once everywhere on the streets of Hong Kong, but sadly many have been removed due to building regulations and increased use of LED lights. Despite their rapid disappearance, several key neon lights remain, mainly around the Yau Ma Tei, Mong Kok and Sham Shui Po areas. Spot the biggest neon light that wraps around Wo Hing Mahjong Parlour, just around the corner from the Yau Ma Tei Tin Hau Temple.

Open-Air Food Stalls

Dai pai dong (open-air street-food stalls) means ‘restaurants with big licence plates’ in Cantonese. These restaurants were incredibly popular and widespread in the 1950s. However, due to growing hygiene concerns, the government began restricting their licensing. Today, only around 20 dai pai dong remain, specialising in high-heat wok cooking and Cantonese comfort food. Among the city’s best remaining dai pai dong are Sing Kee in Central and Oi Man Sang in Sham Shui Po.
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Stone Wall Trees

See the impressive weblike roots growing on the surface of stone walls – a traditional Chinese masonry method for stabilising elevated slopes. These ancient ficus or banyan trees hold significant cultural value and reflect the city’s urban evolution from a small island to a bustling metropolis over centuries. Find these trees concentrated around Wan Chai and Sai Ying Pun.
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Snake Soup

Snake is a Cantonese winter delicacy that’s often used in soups and medicines. It is believed to offer numerous health benefits, including maintaining a healthy immune system, skin benefits and improved circulation. Ser Wong Fun on Cochrane St has been serving snake soup for four generations. A single bowl includes five snake varieties, shiitake mushrooms, dried tangerine peel, abalone, herbs and spices. In 2023, Ser Wong Fun collaborated with Pizza Hut to create a limited-edition snake-soup pizza.
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OFFBEAT HONG KONG

• Explore Kowloon Walled City Park, once the world’s most densely populated place and infamous enclave. This serene garden offers ponds, pagodas and exhibits showcasing its history.

• Experience Villain Hitting, a cultural practice where you curse your enemy by hitting their name with a shoe or slipper. Visit Canal Rd Flyover for this unique ceremony.

• Have a blast listening for the Jardine Noonday Gun, fired daily at noon – a quirky timekeeping tradition steeped in local legend.

• Observe the Yik Cheong Building, a dense complex of five interconnected towers in Hong Kong, blending architectural innovation with historical significance.

• Central’s streets reflect its history. Some are named after British figures like governors and military leaders, while others, like Rednaxela Tce (that’s ‘Alexander’ spelled backwards) remain a mystery.







Explore Hong Kong



Central District

The Peak & Northwest Hong Kong Island

Wan Chai & the Northeast

Aberdeen & South Hong Kong Island

Kowloon

Macau



Hong Kong’s Walking Tours


Central District

Sheung Wan

Wan Chai

Stanley

Kowloon

Macau
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Explore

Central District

If ever a place could be said to be made of money, it’s Central District. The promise of quick riches has lured opportunists since the days of Victoria, Hong Kong’s historical entrepot. Skyscrapers might have superseded shipping warehouses, but Central remains a workaholic, profit-driven pleasure hub, home of the stock exchange, the Mandarin Oriental, and world-class restaurants, bars and shopping. Tourist attractions are relatively few, but the appeal of Central has always been its energy, subdued though it may be after the 2019-2020 protests: the whirl of commerce, the pounding of jackhammers and the sense of opportunity there for the taking.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: taxi] Taxi

Hong Kong Island’s iconic red Toyotas are roomy and comfortable, and short hops within Central most likely won’t exceed the base fare.

[image: Escalator] Escalator

The extensive Central–Mid-Levels Escalator is often the fastest way to navigate hilly Central, especially up to the bars and eateries of Soho.

[image: MTR] MTR

The Airport Express arrives and departs from Hong Kong Station at the waterfront.

[image: Boat] Boat

Central Ferry Pier has Star Ferry crossings to Kowloon day and night, as well boats to Macau and the outlying islands.


THE BEST

CRUISE Star Ferry

HERITAGE Tai Kwun

GARDEN Hong Kong Zoological & Botanical Gardens

GASTRONOMY Lung King Heen

ARCHITECTURE HSBC Building
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1Top Experiences

Star FerryF2

Tai KwunB5




1Experiences

1Hong Kong Zoological & Botanical GardensC7

2St John’s CathedralE7

3Bank of China TowerF6

4HSBC BuildingD6

5Jardine HouseD4

6World-Wide HouseD4

7Aqua LunaF3

8AftermathB5

9Fringe ClubC6

10FoxgloveC6

11Hong Kong Observation WheelF3

12Hong Kong Maritime MuseumF2

13Dragon-IB5

14Central MarketB3

15Central–Mid-Levels EscalatorB4

16Jamia MosqueA6

17Exchange SquareD4

18IFC MallD3

19Cheung Kong ParkE6

20Graham Street MarketA4

21Ser Wong FunB4

22Lan Fong YuenB4

23Tai Cheong BakeryB4

24Helena MayD7

25Dr Sun Yat-Sen MuseumA5

26Kowloon Soy CompanyB3

27ClockenflapF4




5Eating

28Yat LokB4

29Tsim Chai Kee NoodleB4

30Sing KeeB4

31Samdor NoodleC4

32Wang FuB4

33Luk Yu Tea HouseB4

34City Hall Maxim’s PalaceF5

35One Dim SumB4

36Ding Dim 1968B5

37Mott 32D5

38Duddell’sC6

39Madame Fu Grand Cafe ChinoisB5

40Ho Lee FookA4

41New Punjab ClubB6

42ObpB5

43Chom ChomA4

44Fiata PizzaA5

45AmberD5

46Lung King HeenC2

47Magistracy Dining RoomB5

48Bo InnovationB4




6Drinking

49Honky Tonks TavernA4

50PontiacA5

51DiplomatB4

52Savoury ProjectA5

53ArgoC2

54KinsmanA4

55QuinaryA4

56PDT Hong KongC5

57Green DoorB4

58001B5

59Dr Fern’s Gin ParlourC5

60Cardinal PointD5

61Grand Majestic SichuanD5

62La Suite at ClarenceB4

63PopinjaysE7




7Shopping

64G.O.D.A4

65Fook Ming Tong Tea ShopD3

66Wattis Fine ArtB5

67Teresa Coleman Fine ArtsB5

68Arch Angel AntiquesA4










TOP EXPERIENCE

The Star Ferry

The clang of the gangplank, the growl of diesel engines, the looming apparition of Hong Kong’s jungle-clad Peak…costing less than a cup of milk tea each way, the iconic Star Ferry has been chugging across Victoria Harbour since the 1880s. Get set for those skyline views.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Sail at dusk from Kowloon to Central for the most inspiring vistas, or go aboard at around 8pm to catch the Symphony of Lights from the water.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to book Star Ferry Water Tours online.



All Aboard

Consider a trip on the Star Ferry as the ultimate Hong Kong orientation, a floating observation deck from which to survey the skyscrapers, sparkling sea waters and jade-green peaks of Hong Kong’s marvellously paradoxical cityscape. There are two Star Ferry routes to choose from, but by far the most popular runs between Central (Pier 7) and Tsim Sha Tsui (TST). The other links Wan Chai with Tsim Sha Tsui. There are also two ticket types, upper deck or lower. Going low is a sensory thrill – you’re closer to the water and the fug of diesel smoke. Up top (marginally more expensive) is better for photos, and comes with air con in summer. The best way to board is by flashing an Octopus card. Failing that you can buy a travel token at one of the vending machines or kiosks.

Parsee Origins

During the first few decades of British rule, Victoria Harbour had to be crossed by flat-bottomed sampans or rowboats, but that changed in the 1880s when a Parsee cook from Bombay by the name of Dorabjee Naorojee Mithaiwala bought a steamboat, Morning Star, and set up a regular ferry service. On his retirement in 1898, Mithaiwala sold his fleet of four boats to British- Armenian businessman Paul Chater, and the Star Ferry Company was born. Until the opening of the Cross-Harbour Tunnel in 1972, and the MTR tunnel in 1980, the Star Ferry was the chief means of travel between Hong Kong Island and the Kowloon peninsula. In 2019, the service handled more than 55 million passengers.


QUICK BREAK

Grab an ice-cold craft beer at the Beer Bay (Central Pier 4). For a bite and a sit down, head to Café 8 above the Hong Kong Maritime Museum (Central Pier 8).




Maritime Marvels

Sporting whimsical names like Celestial Star, Solar Star and Northern Star, the fleet of vintage double-decker ferries is instantly recognisable with their bottle-green and white livery, polo-mint waistband of life rings, and butterfly-esque symmetry due to having a wheelhouse at both bow and stern. This means they can be piloted in both directions, making them highly effective workhorses – slatted bench banks flip both ways so you’re always facing the direction of travel. When docking, a crew member throws a hemp rope to a colleague onshore who catches it with a billhook, just as it was done back in the 1880s.
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Harbour Tours

Over the decades, massive land reclamation has halved the width of the channel between Central and Kowloon, transforming the harbour skyline in the process. Crossings are relatively brief these days at around eight to 10 minutes (990m) compared to 40 minutes in the early 1900s, albeit with a long walk to and from the pier on the Central side. For a more substantial voyage, the Star Ferry Company also operates hour-long ‘water tours’ around a wide swathe of Victoria Harbour, four times daily. The evening tour (7.45pm) is timed to coincide with the Symphony of Lights. Commentary is provided in English and Cantonese. Buy tickets on the TST side or online.


STAR FERRY TO SUPERYACHT

Golden Star, a decommissioned Star Ferry, was purchased by a private owner in 2011 and converted into a floating holiday home, complete with luxurious staterooms, a cinema and sundeck.




Heritage Awakening

In 2006, Central’s iconic Star Ferry pier, a late-art-deco style construction crowned with a clock tower, was demolished to make way for yet more land reclamation. Heartfelt protests greeted the wrecking balls, but to no avail. However, the episode proved a watershed moment, piquing Hong Kongers’ nostalgia, galvanising advocacy efforts and prompting the government to adopt a more sympathetic approach to preserving what remained of Hong Kong’s old buildings. In 2022, hard hit by the pandemic, there was talk of the Star Ferry itself being consigned to history, but thankfully ticket price hikes helped keep the boats afloat. In a place where it can seem like the only constant is change, the venerable old Star Ferry remains a precious piece of Hong Kong’s collective memory.


FLYING THE WHITE FLAG

On Christmas Day 1941, Hong Kong’s governor Sir Mark Aitchison Young took the ferry to Tsim Sha Tsui, where he surrendered to the Japanese at the Peninsula.






TOP EXPERIENCE

Tai Kwun

Once Hong Kong’s Central Police Station, this handsome huddle of 16 historic buildings has been reborn as a lavish lifestyle and arts complex. Busy day and night, you’ll find art shows and events, glam spots for food and cocktails, and sobering law-and-order exhibits in the old prison blocks and courthouse.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

The best way to reach Tai Kwun is by taking the Central–Mid-Levels escalator, which connects via a footbridge. Museum and art exhibitions open from 11am to 7pm (some are closed Mondays).

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to sign-up for free daily guided tours in English.



Big Station

Meaning ‘Big Station’ in Cantonese, Tai Kwun is how locals have long referred to Hong Kong’s Central Police Station compound. Big is no lie – from its origins as Hong Kong’s first magistracy and prison after the British flag was planted in 1841, Tai Kwun developed into a sprawling one-stop shop for law and order in crime-addled Hong Kong, housing the police headquarters, barracks, living quarters, Victoria Prison and the Central Magistracy, until it was finally decommissioned in 2006. Just as big were the ambitions for Hong Kong’s largest ever heritage revitalisation effort. Headed by the Hong Kong Jockey Club and the HKSAR government, the eight-year mega project cost a reported HK$3.8 billion, opening to the public in 2018.

Crime & Punishment

At the heart of Tai Kwun is the former parade ground, a breezy luxury in one of the most densely populated cities in the world. From there make tracks to the Barracks Block, the historic building on the south side where you’ll find the visitor centre and main heritage exhibition. Next door, the Central Magistracy has a mocked-up courtroom where you can sit in on a real case from old Hong Kong involving a drunk Brit and a rickshaw puller. Deeper into the complex are exhibits contained within various wings of Victoria Prison, where cramped cells preserve the wall scribblings of inmates, and former prisoners and guards recount stories of life in the slammer through slick multimedia displays.


QUICK BREAK

Sip a latte in a prison cell at On The Hill, or book a table at Magistracy Dining Room map Google map for lobster and prime rib served in the heritage surroundings of an old courtroom.




Contemporary Art

Newly built as part of the site’s renovation plans, JC Contemporary is a three-storey art gallery by architects Herzog de Meuron – the boxlike facade is clad in a chainmail of recycled aluminium. Exhibitions within have included shows by Japanese artist Takashi Murakami and Swiss abstract video artist Pipilotti Rist. Contemporary art shows are also staged in the Police Headquarters Block at the very front of the complex. Visit the Tai Kwun website to see what’s on.




WALKING TOUR

Walk Central District

Hong Kong’s profit-driven mothership, Central District started out as the British settlement of Victoria. This varied walk is an easy introduction to Central’s (literal) rise, mixing historical relics – a courthouse, cathedral, gardens – with the mirrored spires of modern skyscrapers. Halfway along, you can divert up to Victoria Peak on the white-knuckle Peak Tram.


START

Central MTR (Exit K)

END

Duddell St

LENGTH

3km; 2 hours
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1 Royal Pedigree

Starting in Statue Sq, admire the neoclassical Court of Final Appeal Building (c 1912), by the same architects tasked with designing the facade of Buckingham Palace.

2 Money Talks

Cross Des Voeux Rd Central and pass under the HSBC Building between Stephen and Stitt, bronze lions cast in 1935. Called the ‘robot building’ by Hong Kongers, Norman Foster’s architectural trailblazer has its inner workings on the outside, allowing for a cathedral-like atrium within.

3 How Great Thou Art

Cross Queens Rd Central and climb the steps to Battery Path, which winds past the handsome Former French Mission Building to St John’s Cathedral. Pop in for a peek inside at its cane-wicker pews, then head to neighbouring Cheung Kong Park.

4 Tea Time

Take the overpass across Garden Rd, through the office tower and into Hong Kong Park. Follow signs for the Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware, housed in Hong Kong’s oldest surviving colonial building (circa 1846).

5 The High Life

Amble uphill through the park, into the wonderful Edward Youde Aviary then down to the exit beside the sports centre. Cross beneath Cotton Tree Dr and you’ll reach the lower terminus of the Peak Tram.

6 Monkeys & Meerkats

Cross Garden Rd where it faces the US Consulate. Keep walking uphill, following the signs for the Hong Kong Zoological & Botanical Gardens. You’ll pass under a road and up steps to its original Victorian-era gate.

7 Seat of Power

Bid adieu to the exotic flora and fauna, exit the way you came in, cross the road then turn left (east) along Upper Albert Rd. On your right is Government House, the official residence of Hong Kong’s Chief Executive, and before that the colonial governors.

8 Gaslighting

From Upper Albert Rd, take the steps of Albert Path down to Lower Albert Rd, then another set of steps to Ice House St. Go right to Duddell St and Hong Kong’s last remaining gas-powered lamps. Steps down take you back into the heart of Central.




EXPERIENCES

Stroll Through the Victorian-Era Hong Kong Zoological & Botanical GardensBotanical Garden

map Google map

Opened to the public in 1864, the Hong Kong Zoological & Botanical Gardens still blooms on its hillside perch above the former Governor’s Mansion. There are rhododendrons, bamboo groves, giant camellia trees, wonderful banyans with exposed roots – a highlight is the lovely fountain park with its hydrangea beds and city views. Colonial relics include a cast-iron bandstand from 1866 gifted by the Indian Parsee community, a Chinese memorial arch from WWI and a hard-to-find bronze statue of King George IV.

In the upper reaches of the gardens, well-tended enclosures and aviaries are home to lemurs, strutting cranes, magnificently crested birds and a dozen or so flamingos the colour of thousand island dressing. A tunnel under Albany Rd leads to the mammals (mostly of the swinging variety) – an impressive variety of monkeys, along with meerkats, lemurs and sloths. There’s enough to keep the kids tuned in for an hour at least.

Go Back in Time at Colonial Gothic St John’s CathedralCathedral

map

If there’s one place still able to conjure vibes of early colonial Hong Kong, it’s St John’s Cathedral. Holding its first service in 1849, just eight years after the British flag was hoisted, St John’s is the second oldest western-style building in Hong Kong, behind Flagstaff House. Victorian Gothic with colonial characteristics, the austere interior features neat rows of cane wicker pews and row upon row of low-slung ceiling fans. Many of the original fittings, along with the William Morris stained-glass windows, were stripped out during WWII when the Japanese turned the Anglican cathedral into a social club.

Look for the coat of arms on the front row of pews denoting its status as seating for the governor and visiting royals. It’s a reminder of Britain’s enduring obsession with social class – the nearer to the front you sat, the higher your standing.

Take a break at The Nest, a cafe in the cathedral grounds.

Go Skyscraper-Spotting in Downtown CentralNotable Buildings

The world’s tallest city, Hong Kong boasts over 2300 skyscrapers (buildings over 100m), with some of its most iconic towers clustered in downtown Central. Gazing skyward from Statue Sq, you’ll spot IM Pei’s Bank of China Tower (map Google map), looking like a pointing finger. Completed in 1990, it was the first supertall skyscraper (over 300m) outside the US at the time. Next door, Norman Foster’s futuristic HSBC Building (map Google map) was the most expensive skyscraper ever built when it went up in 1985.


Towards the harbourfront, Jardine House (map Google map) was Asia’s tallest building when it topped out in 1973. Home to Jardine Matheson, one of the original ‘Hongs’ (early Hong Kong trading houses), its distinctive grid of porthole-like windows earned it the nickname ‘the house of a thousand arseholes’. The current tallest building on Hong Kong Island is IFC Two (415m) atop IFC Mall. Brandishing photo ID, you go up to the 55th floor where the Hong Kong Monetary Authority has public exhibits on Hong Kong’s currency, but most people are here for the views.

Experience ‘Little Manila’ Every Sunday in CentralCommunity Event

map Google map

Every Sunday in Hong Kong, a joyous and incongruous communal gathering takes place. The territory’s population of migrant domestic workers, mostly women from the Philippines and Indonesia, depart from their workplaces to occupy urban spaces and office forecourts that for the rest of the time are the preserve of besuited bankers and executives. Sterile corporate zones spring to life with noise and colour, morphing into mass picnics and social hubs, with platters of food, portable karaoke and roving hawkers selling pedicures, clothing and cosmetics.

To experience ‘Little Manila’ in Central at its most vibrant, head to Statue Park, Chater Garden or the Central ferry piers between midday and early evening on any given Sunday.

World-Wide House, a rabbit warren of tiny shops on Des Voeux Rd, caters to Filipino domestic workers in Hong Kong with imported groceries and toiletries along with money transfer agencies, mobile-phone plans and other services.


HSBC’s Lucky Lions

Keeping guard in front of the HSBC Building are Stephen and Stitt, a pair of bronze lions named after two bank managers from the 1920s. They were first installed in 1935 outside the former HSBC building on the same spot, the tallest in Hong Kong at the time at a now-tiddly 70m high. It’s long been customary to rub their paws for luck, but the lions are pretty lucky themselves. During WWII they were shipped back to Japan to be melted down, but the war ended and an American sailor recognised them in an Osakan dockyard. Both bear shrapnel scars from 1941’s Battle of Hong Kong.




Set Sail in a Wooden Junk with Aqua LunaCruise

map Google map

With its crimson sails and creaking teak hull, Aqua Luna and sister ship Aqua Luna 2 are like old Hong Kong come to life as they glide, heavy-bottomed and serene, past a backdrop of skyscrapers. The first old-school junks to be built for decades, both were handmade this century in traditional Chinese shipyards. The sails are just for show, however, while the lounge seats and bar are decidedly modern.

The boats, owned by a swanky restaurant group, operate daily harbour jaunts, the pick of which has to be the lunchtime dim sum cruise, where gourmet dumplings, steamed buns and fried titbits are served bento style in boat-shaped wooden boxes. Evening cruises (including a Symphony of Lights cruise), have a full bar (one drink included), while for young’uns there’s the Pirate & Mermaid Cruise with onboard games and activities. Book online at aqualuna.com.hk.

See Victoria Harbour from the Hong Kong Observation WheelFerris Wheel

map Google map

One for the kids, the 60m-high Hong Kong Observation Wheel offers suitably inspiring views from is Central Harbourfront perch. The Ferris wheel runs until 9.30pm and rides last about 15 minutes – each of the 42 cabins has air-con. Central Harbourfront also has a carousel, ice-cream concessions and the AIA Vitality Hub, an initiative that puts on free fitness classes for kids and adults – book online at hkow.hk/aia-vitality-hub. To get there from Central, take the elevated walkway towards the Star Ferry pier.

Dive into History at the Hong Kong Maritime MuseumMuseum

map Google map

Housed in Central Pier 8 (one pier east of the Star Ferry), the Hong Kong Maritime Museum trawls through 2000 years of Chinese maritime artefacts, from a Song dynasty stone anchor through Ming dynasty porcelain salvaged from shipwrecks, all the way to modern, interactive displays on commercial shipping. There’s enough variety and detail here to keep kids and grown-ups engaged. Some of the most interesting exhibits are in the basement galleries dedicated to the ‘Canton Trade’ between European merchants and China in the 18th and 19th centuries, including an even-handed look at so-called ‘foreign smoke’, also known as opium, and the role it played in Hong Kong’s rise.

When it’s time for a break, head upstairs to Cafe Nice for sandwiches, cakes, coffee and beer. The outdoor terrace has views towards the skyscrapers of Central, and your dollars help fund a social enterprise offering vocational training to adults with learning difficulties.


Party Hard in Lan Kwai FongNightlife

Hong Kong’s premier partying destination, Lan Kwai Fong isn’t so much where Central loosens its tie, but where it dons it like a headband while dancing on the tables at 3am. A rebuke to the more sophisticated watering holes of Soho, ‘LKF’ is loud, lewd and skews young, and on busy nights you’ll marvel at how many revellers can spill out of the open-fronted bars on to the quadrangle of sloped streets that make up the ‘hood.

The vibe is comparatively subdued in post-pandemic, post-protest Hong Kong. But still, on any night, touts cajole you into cookie-cutter bars with competing sound systems and pricey drinks, while orbiting kebab shops provide fuel for continued partying. Clubs like Dragon-I (map Google map) keep the party going late.

LKF begins at D’aguilar St and climbs the hill to converge with Wyndham St, and includes L-shaped Lan Kwai Fong lane.


LIVE MUSIC HANGOUTS IN CENTRAL

Pair your old-fashioned with lounge jazz, or go for beer and distorted guitars.

Aftermath

map Google map

Seek out this arts and culture venue on Wyndham St for jazz nights, live pop and rock music, open-mic jam sessions, poetry slams and live comedy most nights of the week.

Fringe Club

map Google map

In a Victorian listed building once part of a dairy farm, the Fringe hosts music shows most Friday and Saturday nights, with jazz, rock, classical and world music getting regular stage time.

Foxglove

map Google map

Local and international jazz bands perform weekly at this stunning, mid-century-styled restobar known for its upscale dim sum and creative cocktails.



Shop & Eat in the Revitalised Central MarketShopping

map Google map

At its peak it hosted over 200 stalls selling meat, seafood and groceries. But then Hong Kong’s Bauhaus- style Central Market shuttered for good in 2003 and was slated to get pulled down and redeveloped. However, a public outcry prompted the building’s preservation, and it was finally reborn in 2021 as a commercial hangout furnished with restaurants, shops, exhibition space and stalls hawking nostalgic Hong Kong souvenirs. A mini museum downstairs recounts the working history of the market via dioramas and exhibits. With its smooth curves and modernist good looks, Central Market is one of Hong Kong’s only surviving buildings designed in the Streamline Moderne style of the 1930s, an evolution of the art-deco movement.


You’ll probably pass through the market when walking along the overpasses between downtown Central and the ferry piers.

Ride the World’s Longest Urban EscalatorUrban exploration

map Google map

The Central–Mid-Levels Escalator climbs serenely out of downtown, weaving over and through intersecting streets en route to the apartment monoliths of Mid-Levels. Often touted as the world’s longest escalator, it’s actually a system of 18 escalators and three moving walkways, with bits of walking in between and a road or two to cross. With multiple points to hop on and off, it’s perfect if you’re heading to that hip new Soho bar and don’t want to sweat your way up the exhaustingly steep and humid streets. It’s also the best way to reach Tai Kwun, PMQ and the Dr Sun Yat-Sen Museum.

Practicalities aside, it’s a ride worth taking for its own sake, slotting you in among Hong Kong’s captivating cast of residents and offering a voyeuristic window on local life as you float upwards. Note that between 6am and 10am the system switches direction and flows downhill to whisk commuters from apartment to office, before going the other way from about 10.15am to midnight.


CENTRAL’S HIDDEN URBAN OASES

When the hustle gets too much, these pockets of peace and quiet will soothe your frazzled soul.

Exchange Square

map Google map

Beside the towers of Hong Kong Stock Exchange, this corporate thoroughfare contains notable sculptures including an abstract figure eight by Henry Moore and monumental stylised taichi masters by Taiwanese artist Ju Ming.

IFC Mall Roof Garden

map

Take a bench, pop open a 7-11 beer and enjoy a 360-degree panorama of harbour and city views on IFC Mall’s manicured rooftop.

Cheung Kong Park

map Google map

Seek out this unassuming nook of sculpted shrubbery between St John’s Cathedral and the former French Mission Building, a granite and red-brick block from 1917.



Find Hong Kong’s Hidden Heritage at Jamia MosqueMosque

map Google map

Hiding in plain sight just off the Central–Mid-Levels Escalator is Jamia Mosque, a hidden pocket of Hong Kong’s spiritual life little changed for decades. It is furnished with onion-domed columns and a minaret, and its peppermint-green paint job makes it pop photogenically against its rough concrete surrounds. First built in 1890, and extended in 1915, the mosque’s jaunty angle is due to it being built on a strict east–west axis, unlike the surrounding buildings. Non- Muslims are welcome to enter the compound and view the mosque from the outside.


Shop for Foodie Essentials at Historic Graham Street MarketMarket

Graham Street Market map Google map

One of the city’s last remaining outdoor wet markets, is a delight to browse, squeezing between stalls piled with scarlet dragon fruit, purple mangosteen, Chinese greens, cut flowers, bricks of smoky tofu, dried noodle nests, pistachio nuts, unhulled sesame seeds, bunches of pinky-sweet Cantonese sausages and lots more goodies.

In operation for over a century and a half, the market has been in peril for years but urban authorities’ plans to replace it with hotels and apartments have been piecemeal to date. The market starts at around 8am and follows narrow Graham St as it threads uphill from Queens Rd Central towards Mid-Levels.

Warm Up with a Medicinal Bowl of Snake Soup at the Snake KingDining

map Google map

Ser Wong Fun (‘Snake King Fen’) has been ladling up bowls of snake soup (ser gung) for four generations. A Cantonese winter-warmer, snake soup is considered beneficial for the skin, circulation, joint pain, indigestion and other ailments. A single-serving bowl (HK$140) consists of five varieties of snake along with abalone, chicken, wood-ear mushrooms, fish maw, bamboo and heaps of fragrant ginger and citrus peel. Topped with chrysanthemum flowers and crispy, fried wonton skins, it’s a hearty feast. You’ll find Ser Wong Fun partway up hilly Cochrane St beside the Central–Mid-Levels Escalator.

Hong Kong is no stranger to snakes with over 40 species in the wild, nine of which can inflict fatal bites if untreated. In 2023, Ser Wong Fun teamed up with Pizza Hut to make a ‘snake soup’ pizza topped with snake, chicken, ham, mushroom and snake-soup sauce.

Sip an OG ‘Pantyhose Milk Tea’ at Lan Fong YuenDining

map Google map

Lan Fong Yuen, a rickety cha chaan tang (traditional Hong Kong diner) in Central, is believed to have pioneered ‘pantyhose’ milk tea back in the 1950s, a claim that pulls in the crowds who order a cup alongside French toast, pork-chop buns and instant noodles with chicken. Silky-smooth, tannin-rich and mildly astringent, Hong Kong’s iconic cross-cultural brew is made from a blend of black teas mixed with unsweetened condensed milk. Steeping involves ‘pulling’ the tea several times through a cloth filter that resembles a silk stocking, especially so after it has turned brown through use, lending it the nickname si wa nai chai – literally ‘silk-stocking milk tea’ or ‘pantyhose milk tea’.


Eat a ‘Fat Patten’ Egg Tart at Tai Cheong BakeryDining

map Google map

Egg tarts (dan tat), those crumbly, custardy, sun-yellow pucks of deliciousness, are the ultimate cross-cultural culinary mash-up, drawing on Portuguese, British and Chinese kitchen traditions. Tai Cheong Bakery has a history going back to the 1950s, and its egg tarts garnered extra cachet for being the favourite indulgence of Chris Patten, Hong Kong’s British governor at the time of the handover. Patten, a popular figure known affectionately as Fei Peng (‘fatty’ Patten), dubbed them ‘the best egg tarts in the world’. The jury’s out as to whether they’re a match for the heavenly sourdough egg tarts at hip chain The Bakehouse, but make your own mind up. And don’t miss Tai Cheong’s lighter-than-air beignets (deep-fried dough rolled in sugar; sa yung in Cantonese) and buttery BBQ-pork pastries.

The main store is on Lyndhurst Tce and there’s an outlet up on the Peak, inside Peak Galleria mall.

Stay in Central’s Secret Heritage HotelHotel

If your accommodation budget doesn’t stretch to Peninsula proportions, there is a far cheaper grand dame across the harbour – with the emphasis on ‘dame’. The Helena May (map Google map) was established in 1916 by the wife of Hong Kong’s 15th governor to provide ‘respectable accommodation’ for single women coming to Hong Kong. This tradition endures – guest rooms (from HK$670 per night) are women-only, though both sexes can stay in the newer annexe. Technically a member’s club, hotel guests pay a nominal fee to ‘join’ for the duration of their stay, which grants access to the high-ceilinged, clubby dining room, a calendar of social events and Hong Kong’s most extensive private library.


Lost in Translation

Central’s early history lives on in its street names. Some recall British governors (Pottinger St), military leaders (D’Aguilar St, Wellington St) and prime ministers (Peel St). Others are, frankly, a mystery. Halfway up the Central–Mid-Levels Escalator is Rednaxela Tce, which the crossword-puzzle-inclined might decipher as ‘Alexander’ spelled backwards. One theory is that a Chinese clerk or sign-painter transcribed the name in reverse by mistake, possibly because Chinese was traditionally read from right to left, and the name stuck.




Stoke Your Zeal at the Dr Sun Yat-Sen MuseumMuseum

map Google map

Dubbed the father of modern China, Sun Yat-Sen played a pivotal role in the fight to establish a Chinese republic, and served briefly as its first president following the 1911 revolution that swept away China’s last imperial dynasty, the Qing. Dr Sun was educated in Hong Kong and later used it as a base for his revolutionary operations. The Dr Sun Yat-Sen Museum contains a haphazard array of archival material dedicated to his life – start on the top floor and work down.

It’s worth a visit to poke around stately Kom Tong Hall, an Edwardian mansion that belonged to a brother of Sir Robert Ho Tong, a Eurasian businessman and philanthropist and one of the leading Hong Kong figures of his time, known as the ‘grand old man of Hong Kong’. Built in 1914 and furnished with cast-iron balconies, ornamental glass windows and a teak staircase, the building was purchased in the 1960s by the Mormon Church and still sports a Jacuzzi-sized baptismal font near the entrance.

Level-Up Your Larder at Kowloon Soy CompanyShopping

map Google map

For over a hundred years, Kowloon Soy Company has been making soy sauce the old-school way, brewing soya beans in ceramic vats under the blazing Hong Kong sun. Unlike industrial sauce, it’s a process that takes months, but aficionados will tell you the difference in taste is considerable. The English-speaking owner can walk you through the product range, from bottles of light or dark soy sauce, through bean paste, jars of pickled tofu and more, all made locally. Find it at the bottom end of Graham St.

Party at Clockenflap, Hong Kong’s Premier Music FestivalFestival

map Google map

Hong Kong’s answer to Coachella, Clockenflap is a music and arts festival in the most epic of settings, skyscraper-framed outdoor stages playing host to superstar pop, rock, urban and electronic music acts. Colonising Central Harbourfront for three days each year, past headliners have included Phoenix, Arctic Monkeys, The Cardigans and Wu-Tang Clan. For tickets and line-ups, go to clockenflap.com.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap  $ $ Moderate  $ $ $ Pricey
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Eating

Noodles & Cheap Eats

Yat Lok $ $

map Google map

Family-run restaurant known for its delicious roast goose and brusque service. Leg is considered the tastiest cut, and usually the first to sell out. Go from 3.30pm to 4pm to beat the queues. 10am-8.30pm Thu-Tue

Tsim Chai Kee Noodle $

map Google map

Cheap and cheerful noodle specialist serving al dente noodles with plump fish balls in a light, seafood-infused broth. If you’re dining solo expect to share a table. 11am-9.30pm

Sing Kee $

map Google map

One of Central’s few remaining dai pai dong (open-air food stall), this spot in Stanley St is known for its cheap seafood dishes like garlic shrimp and clams with black-bean sauce. 11am-3pm & 6-11pm Mon-Sat

Samdor Noodle $

map Google map

Cowering beneath all that high-rise modernity, Samdor is a legit noodle specialist serving wonton soup packed with prawn-and-pork parcels and toothsome noodles. Try the fish balls. 9am-8pm Mon-Fri, to 5.30pm Sat

Wang Fu $

map Google map

Take a break from dim sum and try handmade jiaozi (northern-Chinese- style boiled dumplings) at this humble spot. Fillings include pork with chive, tomato with egg and mutton with spring onion. 11am-10pm Sun-Fri

Casual Dim Sum Fix

Luk Yu Tea House $ $

map Google map

Once the haunt of opera artists, writers and painters, this grand teahouse (c 1933) has a faded, yesteryear charm. Serves a variety of dim sum and old-school Cantonese dishes. 7am-10pm

City Hall Maxim’s Palace $ $

map Google map

A dizzying assortment of dim sum is paraded on trolleys through a kitschy dining hall emblazoned with dragons. Cheerful, noisy and always packed – the quintessential Hong Kong dim sum experience. 11am-3pm & 5.30-11pm Mon-Sat, from 9am Sun

One Dim Sum $

map Google map

Largely faultless dim sum is on offer at this contemporary fast-casual joint just off the Central–Mid-Levels Escalator. Most people buy takeaway. Mini portions suit solo diners. 10am-9pm, to midnight Fri, 8am-midnight Sat, 8am-8pm Sun

Ding Dim 1968 $

map Google map

Friendly staff and reliably tasty dim sum at this casual spot near Lan Kwai Fong. Try xiaolongbao (steamed buns) filled with ‘secret’ soup. 11am-10pm, to 11pm Fri-Sat


Upscale Cantonese

Mott 32 $ $ $

map Google map

Known for its applewood- roasted Peking duck (pre-order only) and char siu (barbecued pork), this glam, underlit restaurant is named after the address of New York’s first Chinese grocery shop. 11.30am-2.30pm & 5.30-11pm

Duddell’s $ $ $

map Google map

Splash out on exquisite renditions of Cantonese favourites at Michelin- starred Duddell’s, a restaurant enhanced by art exhibitions and talks. All-you-can-eat weekend brunches can be paired with free-flowing champers. noon-3pm & 6-11pm, to 10pm Sun

Madame Fu Grand Cafe Chinois $ $ $

map Google map

Set within the Tai Kwun complex, lavishly adorned Madame Fu’s serves creative Cantonese fare like steamed egg custard infused with lobster and caviar. Lunchtime dim sum menu at weekends. 11am-midnight, to 12.30am Sat-Sun

Ho Lee Fook $ $

map Google map

More trendy than upscale, this buzzy underground spot does a fun fusion take on Chinese and Cantonese fare, served to the sounds of old-school jams and 1980s Canto-pop. 6-10.30pm

Cool Global Eats

New Punjab Club $ $ $

map Google map

The world’s first Pakistani restaurant to earn a Michelin star. Come for the spice-packed sharing dishes, gin and tonics, and contemporary Pakistani art, dished up in a Wes Anderson–inspired setting. noon-2.30pm & 6-10.30pm

Obp $ $

map Google map

An ubercool Korean ‘speakeasy’ for those in the know, seek out Obp for its lip-smacking fried chicken, seafood pancakes and post-drink party vibes. Service can be laissez-faire. 5.30pm-midnight

Chom Chom $ $

map Google map

Fun, contemporary Vietnamese in cool-casual surrounds. Service is charming and the street-food-inspired menu includes delectable Hanoi-style crispy duck rolls. Themed cocktails like the Pho-jito are super-tasty and well priced. 6-11pm, to midnight Thu-Sat

Fiata Pizza $ $

map Google map

For many, the southern Italian–style pizzas here are Hong Kong’s best. Named after head chef Salvatore Fiata, the restaurant is perfect for that casual date night. Tables are a bit of a squeeze. noon-3.30pm & 6-10.30pm

Splash the Cash

Amber $ $ $

map Google map

Inside the Mandarin Oriental, two-Michelin-starred Amber fuses traditional French food with modern Asian flavours and ingredients. Menus are prix-fixe only, and you can choose standard or vegetarian. noon-1.45pm & 6pm-midnight

Lung King Heen $ $ $

map Google map

The world’s first Chinese restaurant to receive three Michelin stars (alas just two at time of research), this Four Seasons Hotel stalwart serves sophisticated, seasonal Cantonese dishes and delectable dim sum. noon-2.30pm & 5-9pm, from 11.30am Sat-Sun

Magistracy Dining Room $ $ $

map

Dine in old-world splendour inside one of Tai Kwun’s former courthouses. Succinct menus steer diners to lobster and prime rib. Start with a tipple at Botanical, Magistracy’s balcony bar. 6pm-midnight, from noon Thu-Sun


Bo Innovation $ $ $

map Google map

The ‘Demon Chef’ Alvin Leung ripped up the rulebook to create Bo Innovation, retooling Cantonese classics with molecular gastronomy. Dishes are intricately themed to create a unique and thought-provoking dining experience. noon-3pm & 6pm-midnight Wed-Sat, from 6pm Mon-Tue
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Drinking

Casual Cool Bars

Honky Tonks Tavern

map Google map

Polished Honky Tonks has a loyal following who spill out the door at happy hour for cocktails, craft beer and discount pizza. Don’t miss the legendary fried chicken. 5pm- midnight, to 1am Fri-Sat, from 3pm Sat-Sun

Pontiac

map Google map

Well-crafted cocktails (try the Hobnail) are a steal at this graffiti-covered dive wholly run by women. The soundtrack is indie rock. Free shots if you make it to midnight. 4pm- midnight, to 1am Fri-Sat, from 2pm Sat-Sun

Diplomat

map Google map

Small diner and cocktail bar, this neighbourhood hangout combines classic drinks with brasserie-style bar snacks like truffled mac and cheese and ‘Nugent’s nuggets’, named after the bar’s American founder. 6pm-2am Mon-Sat

Creative Mixology

Savoury Project

map Google map

From the booze boffins behind Coa comes this savoury-cocktails concept pouring drinks like ‘Thai Beef Salad’, a mix of beef stock, peanut, kaffir lime, coconut, chilli and rum. 6pm-1am Tue-Sat, to midnight Sun

Argo

map Google map

Voted Time Out’s ‘coolest bar in the world’ in 2021, Argo in the Four Seasons combines inventive ingredients with narrative flair, making each drink one to savour. 5pm-1am, to 2am Fri-Sat

Kinsman

map Google map

Paying homage to Hong Kong heritage, Kinsman uses local Cantonese and Chinese spirits to create themed drinks like Satsuma Snow made with sweet rice wine and potato Shochu. 5pm-midnight Mon-Thu, to 1am Fri-Sat

Quinary

map Google map

Sleek, moodily lit Quinary uses homemade infusions to create Asian-inspired cocktails like its signature Earl Grey Caviar Martini, with bergamot ‘caviar’ and Earl Grey–infused foam. 5pm-1am, to midnight Sunday

Not-So-Secret Speakeasies

PDT Hong Kong

map Google map

Duck into a phone booth on the mezzanine level of MO Bar for New York–inspired cocktails and hot dogs, burgers and loaded tater tots. 5pm-midnight

Green Door

map Google map

Hidden behind a green door in an alley off Graham St Market, this subterranean New York–style cocktail bar has a classy interior that evokes a Roman wine cellar. 6pm-1am, to 2am Thu-Sat


001

map Google map

Ring the doorbell and wait to be let into this Tai Kwun speakeasy (building 13). Cocktails are prohibition-themed, with visits limited to 90 minutes. 5pm-midnight, to 1am Fri-Sat

Dr Fern’s Gin Parlour

map Google map

Hidden behind a waiting-room door in the basement of the Landmark mall (enter from Pedder St), Dr Fern’s has more than 300 gins on the menu. noon-1am Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat

Alfresco & Skyline Views

Cardinal Point

map Google map

Drink in the harbour views from the 45th-floor roof terrace of The Landmark. Resident DJs supply the sundowner soundtrack, and cocktails are decent and not too expensive. noon-1am, to 10pm Sun

Grand Majestic Sichuan

map Google map

Book a table on the terrace for cocktails infused with Chinese spirits and aromatics. Pairs well with the restaurant’s spicy Sichuan-style dishes. 6-10pm Tue-Sun, to 10.45pm Fri-Sat

La Suite at Clarence

map Google map

Inside contemporary French restaurant Clarence, this speakeasy-style cocktail bar has an outdoor lounge with awesome skyline views. Both cocktails and bar snacks are on point. 4pm-midnight Mon-Thu, to 1am Fri-Sat

Popinjays

map Google map

A chic rooftop bar and restaurant on the roof of the Murray, a posh hotel. Take a table on the wraparound terrace for cocktails, wine, craft beers and killer views. noon-11pm
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Shopping

Gifts & Souvenirs

G.O.D.

map Google map

Local lifestyle brand Goods of Desire is a one-stop shop for unique and irreverent Hong Kong–themed swag, including funky streetwear, homewares and ornaments. 10am-8pm

Fook Ming Tong Tea Shop

map Google map

Shapely teapots and carefully chosen Chinese teas are on sale at this shop in IFC Mall, including aged pu’er tea from Yunnan province dating back to 1999. 11am-8pm

Antiques & Vintage

Wattis Fine Art

map Google map

Head upstairs to this shop and gallery for antique maps, lithographs and photos of old Hong Kong, Macau and other Asia destinations. Enter at Old Bailey St just off the Central–Mid- Levels Escalator. noon-6pm Mon-Sat

Teresa Coleman Fine Arts

map Google map

Call ahead to browse a museum’s worth of exquisite treasures: Qing dynasty imperial robes with dragons embroidered in gold thread, Tibetan paintings, delicate silk fans and fine rugs. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat

Arch Angel Antiques

map Google map

Arch Angel packs a lot into its two floors: ancient porcelain and tombware, ink drawings, palatial furniture and sculptural pieces including large terracotta horses. 9.30am-6.30pm, from 10am Sun






Explore

The Peak & Northwest Hong Kong Island

Threaded between the harbourfront and the foothills of Victoria Peak, the neighbourhoods of Sheung Wan, Sai Ying Pun and Kennedy Town are a delightful mash-up of modernity and tradition. Alongside artisan cafes, design shops, galleries and bars you’ll find temples to Hong Kong’s favourite goddesses, shops selling dried seafood and antiques from dynasties past, and even a few surviving dai pai dong (open-air food stalls). With so much to discover, just hit the streets and let serendipity do its thing. And when it’s time for a scene change, the rarefied heights of the Peak are a hair-raising tram ride away.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Tram, Kennedy Town | THE VILLA STUDIO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Getting Around

[image: tram] Tram

Double-decker ‘ding dings’ have their western terminus in Kennedy Town and are a cheap, slow and scenic way to traverse northwest Hong Kong Island. The Peak Tram (a funicular railway) departs from Central and whooshes up to Victoria Peak.

[image: MTR] MTR

Speedy and efficient – you’ll get there quicker than the tram, but miss out on the street life as you go.

[image: bus] Bus

Handy for more awkward-to-reach destinations, and can be a better option than the Peak Tram on busy weekends and holidays.
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1Top Experiences

Victoria PeakE5

Man Mo TempleC7




1Experiences

1Lo Pan TempleB3

2Golden Scene CinemaA3

3Belcher Bay ParkB2

4Kennedy Town Swimming PoolB2

5Sun Hing RestaurantA3

6Kwun Yam TempleB7

7Shui Yuet KungB6

8Pak Sing Ancestral HallB7

9Yuk Kin Fast FoodC7

10Hong Kong Museum of Medical SciencesC7

11Cat StreetC7

12Liang Yi MuseumC7

13Possession StreetB6

14ArtLaneD2

15ZtoryTellerA6

16Contemporary by Angela LiB6

17Sheung Wan Market & Cooked Food CentreC6

18Queen Street Cooked Food MarketB5

19ABC KitchenB5

20Dried Seafood StreetE6

21PMQD7

22Man Wa LaneD6

23Sang Kee CongeeD6

24University of Hong KongC2

25University Museum & Art GalleryD3

26Sai Wan Swimming ShedA3

27Mt DavisA4

28CoaD7

29Old ManD8




5Eating

30Kau Kee RestaurantD7

31Mammy PancakeD6

32Sing Heung YuenD7

33Sky CuisineD5

34Sheung HeiA3

35Chau KeeD2

36ShugetsuE7

37SamsenD6

38Bun BunD2

39Thai on HighE2

40Cafe HunanD2

41Chuen Cheung KuiD5

42Kwan Kee Clay Pot RiceE2

43CatchE2

44LucAleD2

45PondiD2

46Little BaoD7

47ChairmanE7

48WingE7

49YardbirdC5




6Drinking

50NOC CoffeeD1

51% ArabicaA2

52Little Cove EspressoA2

53Halfway CoffeeC7

54Bar LeoneD7

55Call Me AlA6

56Dead Poets HKD8

57Mostly HarmlessA6

58Ping Pong 129D2

59MelodyD2

60April Coffee LabD1

61Hashtag CoffeeD2

62Ah Jeng’s Coffee ClubE2




7Shopping

63Select 18C6

64DongpohkD8

65Thorn & BurrowD2

66Lam Kie Yuen Tea CoD6










TOP EXPERIENCE

Victoria Peak


Lord of all it surveys, Victoria Peak is Hong Kong Island’s top attraction in every sense. Reached by the gravity-defying Peak Tram, the prize for ascending is one of the world’s greatest views, a jungle-framed panorama of skyscrapers and sapphire-blue sea.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

If you can, pick a clear, cloudless day to visit the Peak, it makes all the difference. Get a nine-day local forecast at the Hong Kong Observatory website, and a pollution forecast at aqicn.org.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to book advance tickets for the Peak Tram and Sky Terrace 428.



All Aboard the Peak Tram

Departing every 15 minutes from its base station on Garden Rd in Central, the Peak Tram seems to defy gravity, climbing steeply upward to reveal dizzying glimpses of harbour over the course of its eight-minute ascent. The tram runs both ways from 7.30am to 11.30pm – many find the nighttime view from the Peak even more spectacular. Opened in 1888, the Peak Tram was Asia’s first funicular railway and considered a triumph of British engineering, originally hauled by a coal-powered pulley system before going electric in 1926.

Tramcars were upgraded in 2022 to carry almost double the passengers of the previous (5th) edition cars, but queues can still be interminable. On weekends and public holidays, consider taking bus 15 up instead, or a taxi, then ride the tram back down. Using an Octopus card or buying tram tickets in advance online can also help speed things up.

Sightseeing Up Top

On arrival at the upper terminus you’re herded through souvenir shops via the waxwork celebs of Madame Tussauds to Sky Terrace 428. A paid attraction atop the Peak Tower (so named because it stands at 428m above sea level), it is worth it for the unimpeded vistas, but you can also sidestep the tourist circus and get almost as good a view for free from Lions View Point Pavilion nearby. Once in the open air, the lovely Peak Circle Walk beckons – a mostly flat, 3.5km loop along Harlech Rd and Ludgard Rd that takes about an hour.


The attractions of ‘the Peak’ – the anvil-shaped Peak Tower above the upper tram terminus and the Peak Galleria mall opposite – are actually at Victoria Gap (396m), a plateau between the summits of Victoria Peak and Mt Gough. The true summit of Victoria Peak (552m) is occupied by a radio tower and closed to the public, but you can get close to it by schlepping up Austin Rd to Victoria Peak Garden – just about all that remains of the old governor’s summer lodge. The 800m-long Governor’s Walk around it offers more inspiring island and sea views.


QUICK BREAK

The Peak Lookout, a restaurant housed in a 19th-century sedan-chair rest station, has an appealing patio. Or give Rajasthan Rifles a go for playful Anglo-Indian fare.




A Potted History of Peak Living

The cooler climes and elevated outlook of Victoria Peak quickly made it the desired summer address for Hong Kong’s early colonial elite, especially after bubonic plague tore through overcrowded, mostly Chinese settlements along the harbourfront. One by one, senior officials and taipans (chief executives) of trading companies built lavish residences up top, and were commuted up and down in sedan chairs by teams of Chinese carriers. When the Peak Tram opened in 1888, living the highlife became the goal of all social climbers, but Chinese (except for servants) were barred from residing on Victoria Peak by official ordinance until after WWII.
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MISSED THE LAST TRAM HOME

Back in colonial times, if you drank one too many sherries and missed the last tram down from the Peak, you could order yourself a private tram at any time up to 3am!




Hiking Up on the Morning Trail

One of the most memorable ways to reach Victoria Peak is by hiking the 2.8km Morning Trail, with its trailhead at the intersection of Hatton Rd and Po Shan Rd. Unlike the Peak Tram with its hordes of mainland Chinese and overseas tourists, the Morning Trail slots you in among Hong Kongers – dog walkers, joggers, amblers, folks doing taichi. Passing through Lung Fu Shan Country Park it’s also a nature walk, climbing (sometimes steeply) under a dappled canopy of Indian rubber trees with trailing beards, past banyans, gordonias with their yellow and white flowers like fried eggs, the occasional orchid and a host of birdlife and butterflies. Be sure to check out Pinewood Battery en route, the ruins of an extensive British military site, consisting of barracks, stores and gun emplacements, that was heavily shelled during the Japanese invasion.


A DIFFERENT VIEW

There’s more to see up top than the million-dollar panorama over Central and Victoria Harbour. Walk around the Peak for vistas of Lantau, Macau, Cheung Chau and Lamma island.



More Trails from the Top

To the west of Victoria Peak is High West (494m), a mountain offering wonderful views with a fraction of the crowds. Take the path from the junction of Hatton, Harlech and Lugard Rds, and prepare for a steep climb. Bring water and decent shoes and expect a one- to 1½-hour round trip. It’s also possible to hike to Pok Fu Lam Reservoir or descend to Central via two different paths, one which passes through the Zoological & Botanical Gardens and another that follows the Tramway Path. The 50km Hong Kong Trail also starts on the Peak.




TOP EXPERIENCE

Man Mo Temple

Choked in palls of sandalwood incense, atmospheric Man Mo Temple is one of Hong Kong’s oldest and most important places of worship. Built in 1847, it’s dedicated to two deities: Man, the god of literature, and Mo, the god of war.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Half an hour is enough time to have a good look around. Pair a visit with Liang Yi Museum (book tickets in advance) and Cat St.



Pray for an ‘A’

Enter the dimly lit temple and you might spot a student praying to ace their tests – during imperial China both Man and Mo were worshipped by scholars preparing to take the notoriously difficult civil service examinations. Above them, great coils of honey-yellow incense hang like beehives from the ceiling – these can burn for two weeks nonstop. Look out for the gold-plated sedan chairs inside, once used to convey icons of the temple’s gods during religious processions. Outside the main entrance are four gilt plaques on poles that would accompany them. Two describe the gods being worshipped inside, one requests silence and the last warns menstruating women to keep out of the main hall.

Police & Thieves

Keep an eye out for the two main deities within: Man is the figure in red robes holding a calligraphy brush, while Mo, red-faced and dressed in green, wields a sword. Man Mo, meaning ‘civil’ and ‘martial’, are yin-yang virtues considered complementary and therefore highly prized by scholars and officials in ancient China. Mo, also known as Kuanti, is a popular figure, appearing as a character in the 14th-century historical novel The Romance of the Three Kingdoms. The deity is the patron of many groups, including police, pawnbrokers, sex workers and criminal organisations like the Triads. On the western side of the temple is Lit Shing Kung (the Saints’ Palace), a place of worship for other Buddhist and Taoist deities.


Settling Disputes

Built by wealthy Chinese merchants during the late Qing dynasty, Man Mo Temple also served as a court of arbitration, airing grievances and settling disputes among local Chinese. Oaths taken in the adjoining Kung Sor (public meeting place), often accompanied by the ritual beheading of a rooster, were accepted by the colonial government, who in the early days didn’t try cases in their own courts involving only Chinese. A couplet at the entrance urges those entering to leave their selfish interests and prejudices outside.


QUICK BREAK

Make the short hop to Halfway Coffee along Cat St (Upper Lascar Row) for highly Instagrammable drinks served in Chinese-style porcelain cups.






WALKING TOUR

Walk Sheung Wan

Explore the many sides of Sheung Wan on this neighbourhood ramble. Going up and down ‘ladder streets’, you’ll pass dusty antique shops, four dimly lit temples and one of Hong Kong’s hippest little ’hoods in Tai Ping Shan. With lots to see and plenty of inviting cafes en route, you could easily make a half-day of it.


START

Sheung Wan MTR (Exit M2)

END

Sai Ying Pun MTR (Exit A2)

LENGTH

2.5km; 1½ hours
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1 Antiques & Curios

Cut through the plaza then follow Queen’s Rd Central for 250m as it curves westwards. Take a left up the steps of Ladder St to Upper Lascar Row and the flea-market stalls of Cat Street.

2 Clouds of Incense

At the end of Cat St, go left up Water St and left again on to Hollywood Rd. Passing legit antique dealers, and the wonderful collections of the Liang Yi Museum, follow the incense to Man Mo Temple.

3 Pandemics Past

Bid farewell to the gods of literature and war and keep going uphill on Ladder St, turning right at Bridges St. Pop into the old YMCA building, then take a left on Tank St up to the red-brick Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences.

4 Trendy Tai Ping Shan

Go down the steps outside the museum to the corner of Blake Garden, then hang a right. Follow the edge of park downhill, then turn left onto hip, cafe-strewn Tai Ping Shan St.

5 Honour the Ancestors

Take it slow along Tai Ping Shan St, passing a pair of dimly lit temples dedicated to Kwun Yum, the goddess of mercy, then head down the steps to the Kwong Fuk Ancestral Hall.

6 Planting the Flag

Keep going past the hall and take the first right on Po Yan St, making for the entrance of Hollywood Park in front of you. This is roughly the site of ‘Possession Point’ where the British planted the flag in 1841.

7 Market Lunch

Walk through the park and exit on the north side, taking the steps down past the playground and on to Queen’s Rd W. Cross over and go straight ahead on Queen St for a bite at the Queen Street Cooked Food Market.

8 Something Fishy

Hang a left on Des Voeux Rd W and follow your nose past the pungent shops of Dried Seafood Street, until you reach the MTR.




Experiences

Take the Tram All the Way West to Kennedy Town Urban exploration

Skip the subterranean MTR and catch a westbound tram to Kennedy Town, where Hong Kong life juts up against Victoria Harbour and skyscrapers finally give way to waterside living. From the upper deck of the ‘ding dings’, Hong Kong unspools like a film reel, the corporate temples of Central giving way to wholesale warehouses, residential towers and older tenements.

Davis St, one stop before the terminus, is a short hop to the waterfront along New Praya, where you’ll find stylish cafes with sea-facing windows. Get caffeinated, then set out to explore K-Town’s low-key, quietly gentrifying ‘hood, an appealing miscellany of local shops, cheap eats and stylish neighbourhood joints.

Sightseeing is equally laid-back. You could wander up the hill and seek out 140-year-old Lo Pan Temple (map Google map), an incense-wreathed charmer, or take in the harbour scenery along the waterfront with its promenades and public space. Failing that, catch a movie at indy picture-house Golden Scene Cinema (map Google map), take time out under the banyans of Belcher Bay Park (map Google map), or do a few lengths at the sun-drenched 50m outdoor pool at the Kennedy Town Swimming Pool (map Google map) as you work your way back to points east.

Have 3am Dim Sum with the Workers at Sun Hing Dining

map Google map

For some it’s a post-party dim sum fix, for others a pre-shift breakfast, Sun Hing Restaurant is a Kennedy Town institution that opens to patrons at the ungodly hour of 3am daily, closing at 4pm. Dim sum is made fresh in the open kitchen in batches, and you point at steamers of what you fancy from the trolley as it passes through the cramped dining room.

Choose from fluffy char siu bao (barbecued pork buns), har gow (shrimp dumplings), curried tripe, spare ribs, Cantonese sponge cake, and ‘fried milk’, a sweet, soft-centered treat. Sun Hing’s most esteemed dish is lau sa bao – steamed buns with a sweet, custardy filling made from duck-egg yolk. Note that you are expected to choose and prepare your own tea. Not much English is spoken but English menus are available.

Temple-Hop the Hipster ‘Hood of Tai Ping Shan Urban exploration

A pocket-sized maze of steep ‘ladder streets’ and alleyways, gentrifying Tai Ping Shan is one of the city’s oldest neighbourhoods. Offbeat cafes, independent boutiques and art spaces jostle with dimly lit temples dedicated to Kwun Yam, the goddess of mercy, all set along or around Tai Ping Shan St. Built in 1840, Kwun Yam Temple (map Google map) is the oldest in Sheung Wan – look for the intricate carving above the doorway. Across the street is Shui Yuet Kung (map Google map), a tiny shopfront temple also dedicated to Kwun Yam – drop a coin in the slot and spin the windmill for luck. Down the steps is another temple, the Pak Sing Ancestral Hall (map Google map). It was built in 1856 to store corpses of Chinese awaiting burial in their ancestral home towns on the mainland.


You’ll find lots of sweet spots for a breather along Tai Ping Shan St, whether you fancy a beer, latte or a traditional tea ceremony. For local vibes, pull up a stool outside Yuk Kin Fast Food (map Google map) for its famous curry fried rice.

Find the Cure at the Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences Museum

map Google map

Overlooking the Tai Ping Shan neighbourhood, this handsome red-brick building was Hong Kong’s first purpose-built medical laboratory and now serves as the Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences. The most interesting exhibits for visitors are those on the plague outbreak of 1894 – half of Hong Kong’s deaths occurred in the 10-acre area of Tai Ping Shan, where humans and animals lived in close proximity amid squalid tenements. The outbreak turned Hong Kong into a quarantined port and prompted the British to rethink health and medicine in the colony.

Start on the 2nd floor for a video introduction and work down to the creepy basement with its mid- century operating tables and autopsy room behind glass.

Haggle for Curios (Not Cats) on Cat Street Shopping

map

Upper Lascar Row, aka Cat Street, has long been known for its trinket dealers, who these days hawk a hodgepodge of repro Chinese antiques, zodiac charms, Chairman Mao pin badges, old stamp collections, cassette tapes of Canto pop crooners, factory-made mahjong sets, abacuses and other ephemera. Some of the best gets are the black-and-white photos of old Hong Kong and vintage Bruce Lee posters.


For genuine antiques, go up to Hollywood Rd running parallel. Stretching from Central to Sheung Wan, this historic thoroughfare has a reputation for being one the best places in the world to window-shop genuine Chinese antiques.

Cat Street gets its name for its historical trade in stolen or counterfeit goods, known colloquially as lou syu fo, literally meaning ‘mouse goods’ – presumably those who deal in them are the cats. The name Lascar recalls that this was where the first Indian sailors and soldiers in Hong Kong settled. The word derives from a Persian term for ‘army’ and was used to refer to Indian soldiers in the British army.


A Plague on Your Houses

In May 1894, the plague hit Hong Kong and swept through the overcrowded, unsanitary tenements of Tai Ping Shan, a Chinese residential district. More than 2500 people died in the first few months alone, prompting the colonial authorities to evict residents and demolish the tightly packed buildings. Blake Garden, a public park built in their place, is still there today, one block south of Tai Ping Shan St. Set up after the outbreak, the red-brick Bacteriological Institute up the hill is now home to the Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences.



Get Hands-On with Priceless Antiques at Liang Yi Museum Museum

map Google map

The beauty of this private, four-floor museum a few doors down from Man Mo Temple isn’t just the exquisite pieces on display, including a world-class collection of Chinese Ming and Qing dynasty furniture, but the fact that you can get touchy-feely with most of it. Fancy a closer look at that 17th-century lacquerware and mother-of-pearl box? Just grab it! Exhibitions are thoughtfully curated and displayed, and change up a couple of times each year. Visits (HK$200) are guided and by appointment only – reserve online at least one day in advance.


PLANTING THE FLAG

On 26 January 1841, Commodore Gordon Bremmer and a contingent of marines planted the Union Jack flag in a spot close to where Possession Street (map Google map) is today, claiming Hong Kong in the name of Queen Victoria. No plaque marks Possession Point, as it was called, but the location is probably somewhere in the vicinity of Hollywood Rd Park. It’s thought the soldier who actually hoisted the flag was Mohammed Arab, of Indian descent, which is fitting given the global port-city Hong Kong was destined to become.



Hang Out in Urban-Cool Sai Ying Pun Urban exploration

Another gentrifying old Hong Kong area, Sai Ying Pun (‘Western Camp’ in English) gets its name from a British military encampment in the 19th century, or possibly an earlier pirate stronghold. Today it’s an urbane, well-heeled neighbourhood with an evolved coffee culture, some of Hong Kong’s coolest bars and restaurants and a buzzy art scene.


For art fans, check out the photogenic murals of ArtLane (map Google map), before browsing the offbeat exhibitions at ZtoryTeller (map Google map) and Contemporary by Angela Li (map Google map). Down on the waterfront, Sun Yat Sen Memorial Park has a lovely promenade jutting up against the blue waters of Victoria Harbour.

Sai Ying Ping has an embarrassment of riches when it comes to stylish cafes, restaurants and bars.

Shop & Feast at Sheung Wan’s Cooked Food Markets Dining

Most Hong Kong districts have a Cooked Food Centre, those cheap municipal canteens set up in the 1960s and ‘70s to shift dai pai dong (open-air street-side stalls) indoors. Sheung Wan has two, and they’re a foodie experience every visitor should try at least once.

Bright, noisy and crammed with diners, Sheung Wan Market & Cooked Food Centre (map Google map) can feel somewhat daunting with its vendors’ boards scrawled in handwritten Chinese, though most owners will usually have an English menu. One legendary outlet to try is Shui Kee Coffee, which serves iced milk tea in old-style glass bottles alongside syrupy French toast and ham and egg sandwiches.

Just 300m away, Queen Street Cooked Food Market (map Google map) is a Hong Kong foodie favourite where you’ll find tasty Cantonese standards alongside stalls serving Thai, Vietnamese and Indian food. Quirky ABC Kitchen (map Google map) defies convention by whipping up chef dishes like sea-urchin risotto and pan-fried foie gras.

Embark on an Olfactory Adventure along Dried Seafood Street Shopping

map Google map

There’s something fishy going on at Des Voeux Rd W. This fascinating, famously pungent wholesale area in Sheung Wan, known as Dried Seafood Street, is home to dozens of open-fronted shops trading in desiccated delicacies like Australian sea cucumber, abalone from Hokkaido, shark fin and sheaths of translucent fish maw – the swim bladder of fish used as a soup thickener. These are known as the ‘four treasures’ in Cantonese cooking, traditionally used at weddings and family banquets, eye- wateringly expensive and prized chiefly for their mouthfeel and purported health benefits.

The sustainability of sourcing or eating such ingredients has become a global concern, however. Buying or eating shark fin is not recommended. It threatens already critically endangered species, and brutal fishing practices involve cutting the fin off and then throwing the shark back into the water to die a painful and lingering death. Despite consumer awareness campaigns in Hong Kong and legislation banning the import of certain species, customs officials regularly seize huge hauls of illegally smuggled marine life.


Nearby on Wing Lok and Ko Shing streets are stores selling ingredients for medicinal tonics and teas – ginseng, goji berries, gingko seeds, yellow fungus and the like.

Browse the Work of Local Designers at PMQ Shopping

map

A hip hive of independent retailers, PMQ is one of Hong Kong’s most unique shopping experiences. Dozens of local design, fashion, art, homeware and jewellery shops have taken over units in what was the Police Married Quarters (circa 1951), a restored, modernist housing complex once reserved for families of Chinese police on the Hong Kong force.

Pop-up creative events and street art fill the central courtyard, which is overlooked by two six-storey blocks joined in the middle. Take the lift up to the top of both and work your way down, past boutiques selling clothing, leatherware, furniture, metalwork, mahjong sets, shoes, quirky board games and more. You’ll find architect and art studios, painting workshops, pop-up shops, the Korean Cultural Centre, and a scatter of cafes and eateries. A smart history exhibition on Level 5 of the Staunton Block introduces the police families who once occupied the 140 single-room and 28 double-doom units. The last tenants moved out in 2003.

Have a Personalised Chinese Chop Carved at Man Wa Lane Shopping

map Google map

For a one-of-a-kind souvenir, mosey on down to Man Wa Lane and get a personalised Chinese chop (seal) carved to order. Essentially a stamp with your signature on it in Chinese script, chops can be used in Hong Kong in lieu of a signature on contracts and other paperwork. Many of the chop carvers along the alley speak English, and if required will happily transliterate your name into auspicious and similarly sounding Chinese characters. The going rate is around HK$200 for a basic chop, ready to collect a day later. Choose from stone, ox horn, wood and jade chops; some carvers also engrave chopsticks and print bilingual business cards. Find Man Wa La just east of Sheung Wan MTR station.


Tackle the 50km-Long Hong Kong Trail

The 50km Hong Kong Trail comprises eight sections of varying difficulty, beginning on the Peak and ending near Shek O, in the south of Hong Kong Island. The route snakes across the entire length of Hong Kong Island, past beautiful reservoirs, cobalt bays and WWII battlefields. Spread over five country parks, this trail invites both easy perambulations and harder hikes. One of the easiest and most scenic sections is the final stage, which climbs a mountain ridge called Dragon’s Back and finishes up at Big Wave Bay. Download the free ‘Hiking Trail HK’ smartphone app for a GPS-assisted route guide.




Start the Day with an Old-School Bowl of Congee Dining

map Google map

One of southern China’s most enduring comfort foods, congee (rice porridge) is simply rice cooked in lots of water. An easily digested meal often given to the sick, it’s also an endlessly customisable treat. Congee shops are not as ubiquitous in Hong Kong as they once were, but one old-school spot still flying the flag is Sheung Wan’s Sang Kee Congee. Customers line up for generous bowls of piping-hot congee jazzed up with additions like preserved egg, fish balls, pork offal, and aromatics like coriander and fresh ginger. At breakfast time most diners grab an order of fluffy, fried crullers called yau ja gwai (literally ‘oil-fried devil’) for dipping; the fishcakes come recommended, too.

Stroll the Heritage Campus of Hong Kong’s Oldest University University

map Google map

A wander around the campus of the University of Hong Kong (HKU) is a pleasant way to kill an hour or so while exploring the less-visited western reaches of Hong Kong island. Under towering palms, the Edwardian-baroque style Main Building, with its pastel-pink edifice and colonnaded verandas, formed the core of the university when it opened in 1912. Over on the newer side of the campus is the HKU Visitor Centre where you can buy branded swag like scarves, hoodies and varsity jackets.

HKU is not only Hong Kong’s oldest university, it is also the world’s most international, with 43% of its students coming from outside Hong Kong. Notable alumni include former Hong Kong chief executive Carrie Lam, Macau casino magnate Stanley Ho, essayist and author Eileen Chang and independence activist Edward Leung.

Note that HKU MTR station only has lifts up to the surface, with wait times of up to 20 minutes at busy periods.

Peruse the Past at the University Museum & Art Gallery Museum

map Google map

Part of the University of Hong Kong, this gem of a museum houses a host of Chinese treasures, from impressive displays of late Qing-era furniture to Ming dynasty blue-and-white porcelain, decorative objects carved with elaborate qilin (mythical beasts) and imperial dragons, and innovative art exhibitions that successfully fuse the old and new. A highlight of the collection is the sizeable cache of small Nestorian (Church of the East) crosses from the Mongol-led Yuan dynasty, the largest such collection in the world.


Curators and university academics host occasional guided tours of the exhibitions in English. See the museum website (umag.hku.hk) for details. Closed on Mondays.

Also attached to HKU is the Hong Kong Biodiversity Museum with 15,000 specimens of stuffed animals and birds, bugs and other beasties, a collection that goes all the way back to the 1920s. Open days vary – book your free, timed entry in advance on the museum’s website (hkbiodiversitymuseum.org).

Follow in the Footsteps of a Chinese Revolutionary Walk

Combine history with (urban) hiking on the Dr Sun Yat Sen Historical Trail, a free, app-guided walk that plots a course through the life and times of Sun Yat Sen, the revolutionary credited with ending millennia of Imperial rule in China. Starting at HKU in the west, the walk meanders eastwards to Central via 16 stops that relate to Dr Sun’s time in Hong Kong, each marked with info boards and street art. Download the app ‘iM Guide’ to load up the tour.

See the Sunset from the Sai Wan Swimming Shed Swimming

map Google map

Just around the cape from Kennedy Town, a set of steps at the roadside descends through thick foliage to a hidden nook where waves lick the rocks and distant islands seem to bob on the ocean. Perched on the cliff edge, this idyllic spot is the Sai Wan Swimming Shed, the last of its kind along the shoreline. A rickety wood-and-metal platform extends out over the water, steps disappearing into the sea. If you ever wanted to experience walking the plank, this is your chance. Be warned, though: signs in Chinese strongly caution visitors against swimming here. Aside from hardy locals taking early-morning dips, it’s mostly mainlanders coming to take photos of the sunset, which can be dreamy.

The steps to the swimming shed are a couple of minutes’ walk from the Caritas Jockey Club Hostel bus stop on Victoria Rd.

Explore the Eerie Military Ruins of the Mt Davis Battery Hike

map Google map

The westernmost hill on Hong Kong Island, Mt Davis is the site of abandoned military ruins and gun placements, overgrown and deserted, that were once tasked with defending the western flank of the island. Hike up for the harbour views, spooky vibes and Jurassic foliage. The Mt Davis path is a 10-minute bus journey around the cape from Kennedy Town MTR, or a HK$50 taxi if you’d prefer to drive up and walk back down. Expect the walk to take about 45 minutes up and 30 minutes back down.


Drink in Asia’s Best Bars Cocktail bars

Northwest Hong Kong Island can lay claim to some of the best cocktail bars in Asia, where classic libations are rejigged with umami additions, locally distilled spirits and whatever else is the trend du jour. Asia’s 50 Best Bars, an industry award, gave top spot to Sheung Wan’s Coa (map Google map), known for its agave-based drinks, for three years running between 2021 and 2023. Other winners include the Old Man (map Google map), which takes its thematic cues from Ernest Hemingway. Central’s Argo, in the Four Seasons Hotel, was named the coolest bar in the world by Time Out in 2021.

Some bars allow you to book ahead – worth doing on a Friday or Saturday. For others, including Coa, you’ll have to join the queue, which lightens up as the evening goes on.


See Hong Kong’s Famous Stone Wall Trees

A natural feature of northwest Hong Kong Island are banyan trees that have grown naturally on retaining walls installed on the steep foothills of Victoria Peak. Despite the lack of soil, these tough trees are able to burrow into the crevices of the walls, in the process exposing their intricate root systems to stunning effect like living sculptures. Forbes St in Kennedy Town has the best-preserved group of stone wall trees in Hong Kong, with some over 120 years old.
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Eating

Must-Try Hong Kong

Kau Kee Restaurant $

map Google map

Join the queue to savour the delectable beef- brisket noodle soups at this Hong Kong institution, in business since the 1930s. Pairs beautifully with a cup of iced milk tea. 12.30-10.30pm Mon-Sat

Mammy Pancake $

map Google map

Go to Mammy in Sheung Wan for her famously fluffy egg puffs: bubble-wrap-shaped, egg-rich waffles with various sweet fillings including matcha, banana, salted egg yolk and chestnut. noon-9pm, to 8pm Sun

Sing Heung Yuen $

map Google map

A quintessential Hong Kong dai pai dong, diners squeeze around plastic tables on the street for comforting macaroni in tomato soup, French toast and milk tea. 8am-3.30pm Mon-Sat

Sheung Wan Market & Cooked Food Centre $

map

Check out a few different vendors before sitting down at this sprawling canteen above a market. As well as down-home Cantonese grub you’ll find Thai and other cuisines. 6am-10pm

Dim Sum Fix

Sun Hing $

map

Deliciously chaotic Kennedy Town stalwart that opens well before dawn for authentic handmade dim sum. Point at what you fancy, and prepare your own pot of tea. 3am-4pm

Sky Cuisine $ $

map Google map

A classic dim sum experience that attracts an older local crowd. Taste and quality are top notch for the price. The tick menu is bilingual, and cheaper before 11.30am. 7am-11pm

Sheung Hei $

map Google map

Also called Good Taste Kitchen, this Kennedy Town restaurant serves all the classic savoury and sweet dim sum together with a vast array of Cantonese stir-fries and claypot rice. 24hr

Chau Kee $

map Google map

Unusually, this barebones canteen in Sai Ying Pun serves top-notch dim sum alongside the usual Hong Kong breakfast favourites of French toast and milk tea. 10am-9pm Tue-Sun

Affordable Asian

Shugetsu $ $

map Google map

Keenly priced Japanese ramen with counter seating and booths. Try the tsukemen ramen – noodles which you dip in a separate bowl of broth before eating. Sides include gyoza and fried chicken. 11.30am-9.30pm

Samsen $ $

map Google map

An open-fronted, industrial-styled space is the setting for authentic Chiang Mai–style khao soi noodles, tiger-prawn pad Thai and coconut ice cream. noon-3pm & 6-10pm, to 11pm Fri-Sat


Bun Bun $ $

map Google map

Taiwanese takeaway stand hawking steamed or fried bao sandwiches with a choice of filling: sous-vide pork belly, fried chicken or cuttlefish-ink sausage. Also serves rice bowls and dessert bao. 11am-7pm Tue-Sun

Thai on High $ $

map Google map

Great tasting, affordable Thai food in Sai Ying Pun. No alcohol served but you can bring your own drinks and pay a corkage fee. noon-10pm

Taste of China

Cafe Hunan $ $

map Google map

Hunan cuisine is one of China’s spiciest, and this popular restaurant brings the fire with chilli-laced fish, smoky tofu and Chairman Mao’s red braised pork (Mao was from Hunan province). 11.30am-3pm & 5.30-10pm

Chuen Cheung Kui $ $

map Google map

This is the place to sample the cuisine of the Hakka, a migratory group concentrated in Guangdong and Hong Kong. Hearty dishes include tofu parcels stuffed with pork and mushrooms. 11am-10pm

Kwan Kee Clay Pot Rice $

map Google map

Rice cooked in an earthen pot and topped with sausage, duck or eel sounds simple but it takes skill to execute well. This place doesn’t disappoint. Expect to queue. 5.30-10pm

Sang Kee Congee $

map

A hug in a bowl, the congee (rice porridge) at this hyperlocal breakfast spot can be zhooshed up with pork, fish or preserved egg, and topped with fried dough sticks. 6.30am-8.30pm Mon-Sat

Hip Neighbourhood Gems

Catch $ $

map Google map

Smashed avo, shakshuka and steak and eggs star on the brunch menu at this Aussie-run spot in Sai Ying Pun. Seriously good coffee, too. 11.30am-10pm Tue-Fri, from 10am Sat-Sun

LucAle $ $

map Google map

Italian favourites like homemade pasta, meaty mains and tiramisu are crafted with top-quality artisanal ingredients at this gem run by two Italian chefs. 6-11.30pm, 12-3pm Sat-Sun

Pondi $ $

map Google map

Tucked away down a small street, this casual Indian-French restaurant captures the best of both cuisines. Think butter-chicken liver terrine served with crisp poppadoms. 6-10pm Tue-Sun

Little Bao $ $

map Google map

Foodies line up for chef-owner May Chow’s bao buns, sandwiching fusion fillings like slow-braised pork belly, fish tempura and Szechuan-style fried chicken, along with matcha ice-cream bao for afters. noon-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri-Sat

Upscale Creatives

Chairman $ $ $

map Google map

Only set menus are available at this Cantonese restaurant ranked by some as Hong Kong’s best. Legendary chef-owner Danny Yip insists on using organic ingredients from small, local suppliers. noon-3pm & 6-11pm

Wing $ $ $

map Google map

Contemporary Chinese dishes are informed by European techniques at this restlessly creative restaurant serving multi- course tasting menus. Dishes like ‘drunken abalone’ and fragrant chili Alaskan king crab set the bar high. 6pm-midnight Mon-Thu & Sat, from 1pm Fri


Yardbird $ $

map Google map

Japanese-style yakitori (chicken skewers) are the mainstay of this hip and stylish hangout. Every part of the bird is used, from gizzard to ventricle, best washed down with whiskey highballs. 6pm-midnight Tue-Sat
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Drinking

Coffee Hangouts

NOC Coffee

map Google map

The aroma of roasting beans wallops you on entering this cathedral-like roastery and coffee shop. Bright, white and industrial, it’s a decent place to work, chat or brunch. 8am-6pm

% Arabica

map Google map

The Kennedy Town venue of this slick chain has stirring views of blue sea right across the road. Try an iced ‘Kyoto latte’ enhanced with a dob of condensed milk. 8.30am-7pm, to 8pm Sat-Sun

Little Cove Espresso

map Google map

Enjoy your coffee while looking out at the Kennedy Town Praya (waterfront) in this spacious, airy and fresh-feeling cafe. Brunch fare includes eggs-benny with beef on wholewheat sourdough. 7.30am-6pm

Halfway Coffee

map Google map

‘Gram-worthy Halfway Coffee serves its expertly crafted brews in vintage Hong Kong porcelain cups – a nod to the antique shops and stalls that surround it along Cat St. 8am-6pm

Cool Bar Concepts

Bar Leone

map Google map

Pair a mezcal Negroni with a deliciously stacked mortadella sandwich at this ubercool Italian-style bar opened by the former head bartender at Argo. Cocktails are faultless – try the dirty martini. 5pm-midnight Tue-Sun

Call Me Al

map Google map

Named after the Paul Simon song, this super-chill bar shakes up refreshing renditions of classic drinks. Moreish bar food includes a rich mushroom ragu and confit French duck leg. 4pm-midnight, to 1am Thu-Sat, from noon Sun

Creative Mixology

Coa

map Google map

Awarded Asia’s best bar for three years on the trot, Coa is all about boutique agave and the flavours of Mexico. Hugely popular with mainland visitors, so expect to queue. 6am-midnight Tue-Thu & Sun, to 1am Fri-Sat

Old Man

map

Creative mixology is the MO at this award-winning bar themed to Ernest Hemingway. Snag a seat at the communal table inset with ice to keep your cocktails cool. 5pm-1am, to 2am Thu-Sat

Dead Poets HK

map Google map

A barbershop by day, come sundown Dead Poets morphs into a stripped-back cocktail bar pulling in a young, hip crowd. Signature libations are themed to dead songwriters and rappers. Great value. 9am-1pm


Sai Ying Pun Neighbourhood Bars

Mostly Harmless

map Google map

Informal and relaxed, this bar serves a daily changing menu of four cocktails that focus on local ingredients and sustainability, as well as classics with a twist. 4pm-midnight Wed-Sun

Ping Pong 129

map Google map

This cavernous former ping-pong hall is one of Hong Kong’s coolest bars, pulling in an arty crowd with its gin selection, funky decor and glowing red neon behind the bar. 5pm-12.30am, to 1.30am Fri-Sat

Melody

map Google map

Jack-of-all-trades Melody is a maze of beautifully designed spaces, from a modern grill restaurant to a secret ‘music room’ with an audiophile vinyl DJ setup. noon-2am Tue-Sat, to 6pm Sun

Sai Ying Pun Coffee Spots

April Coffee Lab

map Google map

Go for a classic coffee or espresso poured over fizzy fruit juices. Look for the red brick facade. 8am-6pm

Hashtag Coffee

map Google map

Opened by a former latte-art champion, the coffee at this simple, industrial- styled hangout is almost too cute to drink. 9am-6pm Wed-Mon

Ah Jeng’s Coffee Club

Google map

Step outside your coffee comfort zone with inventive drinks like Salty and Wet – iced coffee with preserved kumquat and sea salt. 8am-6pm, from 9am Sat-Sun
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Shopping

Vintage & Antiques

Select 18

map Google map

Vintage store piled high with mid-century Hong Kong collectables and knick-knacks. Old vinyl records, lamps, desk fans, and some smaller ornaments that should fit in your suitcase. noon-7pm

Dongpohk

map Google map

An offbeat selection of made-in-Hong Kong jewellery and ceramics is on sale at this shop in a historic tenement building, along with nostalgic Hong Kong toys and snacks. noon-6pm Fri-Sun

Cat Street

map

Browse stalls selling Chinese souvenirs, newly minted ancient coins, and Mao memorabilia almost certainly not from the time of the Cultural Revolution. 11am-5pm

Souvenirs & Gifts

PMQ

map Google map

Dozens of local designers and creators have opened shops in the renovated Police Married Quarters. You’ll find clothes, accessories, jewellery and all sorts of nontacky souvenir ideas. 7am-11pm

Thorn & Burrow

map Google map

Head upstairs to browse Hong Kong–themed towels, mugs and gifts at this cluttered emporium. You’ll love the vivid paintings of Hong Kong from artist Louise Hill. 10am-7pm Tue-Sat, 11am-4pm Sun

Lam Kie Yuen Tea Co

map Google map

Try before you buy at this long-established tea store. Varieties are clearly marked in English, from tieguanyin (‘iron goddess’) oolong to bricks of smoky aged pu’er. 9.30am-6pm Mon-Sat






Explore

Wan Chai & the Northeast

Once notorious for its red-light district, Wan Chai has transformed into a down-to-earth neighbourhood, connected to culture and history. Well-preserved landmarks like the Blue House Cluster and Old Wan Chai Post Office coexist with a global financial district and convention centre. While Admiralty may not be your first choice, it has many of Hong Kong’s high-end hotels and sleek shopping malls. Causeway Bay is shopping heaven, famous for malls, boutiques and restaurants, competing for space with Happy Valley. To the east is local charm and a rare pocket of tranquillity at Tin Hau, Tai Hang, Fortress Hill and North Point, peppered with indie cafes, restaurants, wet markets and stunning hikes.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: MTR] MTR

The East Rail Line Cross-Harbour Extension and Exhibition Centre MTR station have improved connections to and from the Kowloon side. Get the Island line to Wan Chai.

[image: tram] Tram

If you’re on Hong Kong Island, take the scenic route on a double-checker ‘ding ding’ tram.

[image: bus] Bus

There are plenty of speedy and convenient bus routes running through Wan Chai to Central or to Kowloon.

[image: walk] Walking

The best way to explore is on foot to see heritage hideaways and modern hot spots.


THE BEST

ARCHITECTURE Blue House Cluster

CULTURAL CEREMONY Bowrington Villain Hitting

OPEN-AIR MARKET Tai Yuen Street

TEMPLE Pak Tai Temple

HIKE Lovers’ Rock
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1Top Experiences

Blue House ClusterD5

Pak Tai TempleC5




1Experiences

1Art Basel Hong KongC3

2Hong Kong Arts CentreC3

3Kiang MalingueC4

4Flagstaff House Museum of Tea WareA4

5KS Lo GalleryA4

6Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition CentreC3

7Golden Bauhinia SquareC2

8Bowrington Villain HittingE4

9Hong Kong ParkA4

10Happy Valley RacecourseE5

11MinimalH4

12Daychild Vintage & GoodsF4

13LudditeG4

14Noonday GunF3

15Wan Chai Waterfront PromenadeC3

16East Coast Park PrecinctH1

17Lovers’ RockD6

18Fashion WalkF3

19Pacific PlaceA4

20SogoF3

21Tai Hang Fire Dragon Heritage CentreH4

22Tai Hang Lin Fa KungH3

23Red Incense Burner SummitH3

24Yik Cheong BuildingH2




5Eating

25SamsenD5

26Le Garcon SaigonB4

27NagomiyaF3

28Bahn Mi NemD5

29Kam’s Roast GooseD4

30Kamcentre Roast GooseG4

31Chukfo TaipanD4

32Seventh SonC4

33Moon BayC3

34ForumF3

35Sister WahH3

36Mak Siu KeeH2

37Chin Jor Fan TongH4

38My Cup of TeaC4

39Kam Fung RestaurantC4

40Cheung Hing Coffee ShopF6

41Bing Kee Cha DongH4

42Ching Ching DessertsC5

43Fook YuenH1

44Tsui Yuen DessertD4




6Drinking

45Uncle Ming’s Whisky BarD4

46Lobster Bar & GrillA4

47Mizunara: the LibraryE3

48Heya Hong KongE3

49Zau Mei Wine BarC4

50Le Quinze VinsC4

51CorksF4

52Elephant GroundsF3

53APT (A Personal Tailor)C4

54CoffeelinG6

55Sonne CADH4




7Shopping

56Wan Chai MarketC5

57Tai Yuen Street MarketC4

58Chun Yeung Street MarketH1

59KapokB4

60WOAWB4

61King Tak Hong Porcelain Company LimitedC4

62B’in SelectF3










TOP EXPERIENCE

The Blue House Cluster

History buffs visiting Wan Chai shouldn’t miss the Blue House Cluster, a vibrant cobalt facade that’s a symbol of the city’s heritage. Built in the 1920s, this four-storey Grade-I–listed tong lau landmark isn’t one big house; it has residential flats, restaurants, coffee shops and more.


map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Free guided tours offer insight into the everyday lives of residents. Book online. There are also monthly themed preservation, haunted and treasure-hunt tours. Open Monday to Sunday 10am to 6pm.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to learn more and book tours.



More Than a House

The Blue House isn’t just a pretty pit stop for photos. On the ground floor, visitors can explore a small exhibition introducing the building’s history and its evolution over the years. A section features interviews with residents sharing their stories, connections and perspectives on living there. There’s also a coffee shop and gift shop selling Blue House souvenirs and memorabilia such as umbrellas, postcards and books. The helpful staff, usually volunteers, are more than happy to provide further insight into the building’s history, including a former resident who lived in the ground-floor apartment.

See a Rainbow

It’s not just the Blue House that adds a splash of colour to the area. Check out the other colourful interconnected buildings: Yellow House, Orange House and Green House. Both the Blue House and Yellow House serve as living museums, housing the Hong Kong House of Stories, which hosts events and exhibitions showcasing Hong Kong’s history and development. The Orange House and Green House primarily consists of 20 residential flats. These colourful buildings also house a community service centre and two restaurants operated by social enterprises.


Award-Winning Conservation

The Blue House stands out as the first and only project in Hong Kong to receive UNESCO’s Award of Merit and Honourable Mentions, recognised for its inclusive urban conservation approach and for defying demolition threats. What makes Blue House such a unique feat is its bottom-up, community-led approach and collective effort in cultural conservation.


QUICK BREAK

For plant-based goodness head behind the Blue House and into the courtyard to find vegan cafe Wanaka. It promotes mindful but delicious healthy eating using high-quality seasonal produce.



Keeping Hong Kong’s Heritage Alive

The Blue House Cluster nearly became a spa in the 2000s but was taken over by the local community trust to preserve its heritage. Since then, it has been painstakingly restored and its features such as grilles, floor tiles and balconies carry stories and traces of its grassroots. Several apartments house descendants of the original residents from 100 years ago. There’s a strong sense of community through monthly resident conferences and meetings where they share life experiences and skills.

[image: jpg]
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A New Lease of Life

The Blue House has gone through many changes in its 100-year tenure. It survived WWII bombardments and the postwar building boom. At various points in time, the ground floor was home to a martial-arts studio, a temple, a grocery store, a Chinese wine shop and an osteopathy clinic. Some of the upstairs flats were used as a free kindergarten and a meeting place for the fishmongers’ union.


Good Neighbour Scheme

Not everyone can live in the Blue House. Applying for an apartment in this historic landmark is a rigorous process, but for good reason. Wannabe residents must have an interview and attend a co-living workshop, submit a CV, and also write an essay explaining their desire to live there, detailing their community-engagement experience and contribution to co-living. With a limited number of flats available for rent, it’s no wonder that it’s so competitive. The purpose is to revive the sense of community living that’s historically characteristic of tong lau. Despite the extensive process, over 150 applicants applied and only 12 families were selected.


KEEP YOUR EYES PEELED

If you want to get involved, check social media and the Blue House website for the latest updates on events such as craft workshops, live music shows and other communal gatherings that are open to the public.



Top Tips

● Exhibits and artefacts on show are kindly donated by the residents and are highly valued by the House of Stories and the Blue House. Do not touch the works on display.

● Turn off flash before taking photographs. Video and audio recordings are not permitted.

● Pets are not allowed inside the House of Stories or the Blue House.

● Be respectful – remember, people are still living in the units upstairs. No trespassing is allowed.


DID YOU KNOW?

The Blue House was originally grey. When the government restored the building in the 1990s, most of the leftover paint available in the government supplies was blue. From then on, the building was called the Blue House.






TOP EXPERIENCE

Pak Tai Temple


See the impressive Pak Tai Temple, dedicated to the sea deity Pak Tai. It’s one of the largest temples on Hong Kong Island. Built in 1863 by local residents, it has stunning ceramic roof-ridge ornaments that portray captivating scenes from a Cantonese opera.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

You only need half an hour to see everything properly. The temple is near the Blue House Cluster and Wan Chai Market, so you can tick off multiple sights in one go.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information and opening times.



Admire the Architecture

Before stepping inside, take a moment to appreciate the temple’s exterior. Admire the ridge of the roof adorned with twin ceramic dragon sculptures symbolising guardianship, peace and prosperity. By the entrance door, there are two stone dragons flanking either side, lanterns and the Chinese characters Yuk Hui Kung (another name for Pak Tai) on the entrance plaque, inscribed by Qing dynasty official Cheung Yuk Tong, signifying prayers for peace and good weather.

Seek Blessings from Pak Tai

Find statues galore as you enter the three halls of the temple. Inside the main hall, you’ll encounter a gigantic 3m-tall copper statue of Pak Tai, also known as the Supreme Emperor of the Dark Heaven for his valiant efforts in protecting the world and defeating the Demon King. This large statue was cast during the Ming dynasty 400 years ago. Surrounding him are statues of other deities: Kwan Tai (God of War), Kwun Yum (Goddess of Mercy), Tin Hau (Goddess of the Sea), Fat Mo, Lei San Sing Mo, Jai Kung (God of Abating Distress), Choi Sun (God of Wealth), Pau Kung (God of Justice) and Lung Mo (Dragon Mother). In front of Pak Tai, it’s common to find fruit and flower offerings on a red-clothed altar from worshippers paying their respects and seeking blessings of power, courage and devotion.


QUICK BREAK

Afterwards, take a quick five-minute stroll to My Cup of Tea for irresistibly smooth, silk-stocking milk tea and delightful fluffy egg sandwiches.




Look at the Finer Details

Stroll through and uncover more of the temple’s distinctive features, such as the antique inscribed copper bells, intricately wood-carved door panels, and exquisite Shiwan ceramic decorations enhancing the main ridge and gable corner walls. Don’t miss the mesmerising sight of the surreal multicoloured sea of lotus-flower lanterns suspended from the ceiling, contributing to the ethereal ambience.




WALKING TOUR

Walk Wan Chai

On this walk you will learn about the changing faces of Wan Chai and how these changes have affected the area’s social fabric over the past decades. You’ll see historic and modern architecture that will help you appreciate the city’s culture and heritage.


START

Pak Tai Temple

END

Sun King Yuen Curry Restaurant

LENGTH

2.9km; 2 to 3 hours
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1 Embrace the Zen

Before your jam-packed day, have a peaceful morning exploring stunning Pak Tai Temple, built 150 years ago by local residents. Get a feel for the neighbourhood as it was in the 19th century. It’s a short stroll from the main bus routes and Wan Chai metro (exit A3).

2 Rock Out

Walk along Kennedy Rd, ascend the steps to Shiu Fai Terrace, then climb more steps to the Bowen Rd Fitness Trail. From there, you’re greeted with even more steps, but rewarded with beautiful panoramic views and a phallus-shaped boulder called Lovers’ Rock where locals pray for a happy marriage and fertility.

3 Take a Breather

Have a quick and comfortable pit stop at Orchid Valley on Bowen Rd Fitness Trail before you work your way back down towards civilisation. It has toilet facilities.

4 Got the Blues

Further down the slope, admire Stone Nullah La’s Blue House Cluster, one of Hong Kong’s last surviving wooden tenement buildings. Find out what life was like in Wan Chai in the last century via the fascinating House of Stories.

5 You’ve Got Mail

As you walk down Stone Nullah La, spot the charming white Old Wan Chai Post Office, Hong Kong’s `oldest. This tiny building was the Wan Chai post office from 1915–92. It’s currently closed for renovations.

6 Bag a Bargain

Head north towards Tai Yuen St to the bustling Tai Yuen Street Market, and Cross Street Market two of Hong Kong Island’s largest outdoor markets. Shoppers can find limited-edition action figures, stuffed toys, stationery, clothes and more from 150 licensed hawkers.

7 Do the Big Shop

Walk back on yourself until you see the white, modern UFO-looking Wan Chai Market. Unless you’re staying somewhere with a kitchen there won’t be much for you to buy, but it’s worth seeing locals, butchers and fishmongers go about their day.

8 Find Serenity

Continue down Queen’s Rd E to mysterious Hung Shing Temple, once a seaside shrine in the days when the sea came right up to the temple doors. From here you can admire the temple’s traditional artisanship that still retains its original feng shui.

9 Treat Yourself

Conclude the walk with delightful baked goods at cult-favourite Bakehouse and replenish those burned-off calories with a whopping pork-chop curry at Sun King Yuen.




EXPERIENCES

Admire Works at Art Basel Hong Kong Art

map Google map

Asia’s biggest art fair, Art Basel, comes to town and fills the Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Centre with over 200 leading galleries showing over 60 exhibitors from across 40 countries for a week in March. The week extends into a month, and the art isn’t confined to one venue – the city comes alive with exhibitions, installations, street art, presentations, and parties taking over local galleries, hotels, bars and restaurants. One of the cornerstone art events is Art Central at Central and Western Promenade near the Hong Kong Observation Wheel, showcasing emerging talents from across the world. Past years have included art from Ryoji Ikeda, Li Wei, Ming Wong, Yayoi Kusama, Kaws and more. For tickets go to artbasel.com/hong-kong.

Unleash Creativity at Hong Kong Arts Centre Arts Scene

map Google map

Since 1977, the Hong Kong Arts Centre has been a renowned nonprofit, nongovernmental and self-financed institution, celebrated as a vibrant artistic and cultural hub in the city. Explore the realm of modern art in various forms, including theatre, dance, film, photography and fine art, which draws a diverse crowd of locals and visitors. Wander through its expansive galleries, theatres and rehearsal studios, where the creative talents of Hong Kong Art School students are on display. While many exhibits offer free admission, some of the larger shows may require tickets. For more information and what’s on visit hkac.org.hk.

Appreciate Art at Kiang Malingue Gallery Gallery

map Google map

Tucked away on the quieter streets of Wan Chai, Kiang Malingue is a four-floor contemporary-art gallery in a renovated 1960s ex-tenement building, which itself is a work of art. Inspired by the building’s original function as a home, the layout features a series of rooms centred around the main staircase, a departure from the typical open-floor plans of many galleries. Visitors are encouraged to look up, as artworks are strategically placed above each staircase, revealing surprises with every climb. The gallery has previously showcased impressive works by Korean artists Kyung-Me and Cho Yong-Ik.


See City Art with HKWalls

See Hong Kong’s buildings, alleys, shopfronts and walls come to life in March. HKWalls is an annual street-art festival inviting local and international artists to paint large murals. Catch Jay Flow’s graffiti masterpiece on Art La near Fashion Walk and see street artist Victoriano Txapartegi’s spray-painted frames, inspired by his younger daughter, across Lee Tung Ave. Find all the locations of these temporary displays at hkwalls.org.




Quench Your Thirst at Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware Tea Museum

Once the office and residence of the Commander of British Forces, the Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware (map Google map) is one of the oldest Greek Revival–style buildings in Hong Kong, built in 1846. Inside, the KS Lo Gallery (map Google map) showcases Chinese ceramics, various tea-drinking vessels and stone seals donated by the KS Lo Foundation. Alongside exhibitions, the museum hosts educational tours, tea demonstrations and art lectures, all aimed at promoting Chinese tea culture and appreciation of Chinese ceramics and seals.

Stand in Awe of the Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Centre Exhibition Venue

map Google map

Hong Kong’s skyline is defined by the striking domed structure of the colossal Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Centre. Rising from reclaimed land, the centre is based on the concept of ‘a city within a city’ and draws inspiration from seabirds in flight, commanding attention from all angles. The space hosts prestigious events such as jewellery fairs, toy fairs and the global art show, Art Basel. With over 80,000 sq metres of exhibition space, dining options and a photo gallery commemorating Hong Kong’s handover, it’s a must-see landmark.

Gaze at the Golden Bauhinia Square Reunification Monument

map Google map

An iconic landmark along Hong Kong’s tourist trail, the Golden Bauhinia Square holds significant historical importance as the venue of the official handover ceremony between Britain and China on 1 July 1997. At its centre, atop a solid granite pedestal, stands a towering gilded 6m statue of a bauhinia - Hong Kong’s national flower - symbolising the city’s identity. The square is most enchanting after sunset, when the vibrant neon lights of neighbouring skyscrapers cast a mesmerising glow. If you have time, visit the Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Centre, adjacent to the square, to see a collection of photographs immortalising moments from the historic handover ceremony.

Curse Your Enemies: Villain Hitting on Canal Road Flyover Villain Exorcism

map Google map

Hire a granny to beat your enemies with a shoe! Villain hitting or villain exorcism (da siu yan in Cantonese) is a cultural practice related to folk sorcery. It involves writing your enemy’s name on a piece of paper – be it your boss, an ex, or someone you hate – and beating it with a shoe or slipper while the ritual practitioner recites chants as a form of symbolic punishment. If you want to experience this unique ceremony and find out more about the traditional rituals that are performed, head beneath the Canal Rd Flyover between Causeway Bay and Wan Chai and you’ll find a long row of professional villain hitters who will help you release some of that pent-up frustration for HK$50. There’s also the option to be blessed with good health and success; protection costs extra. Requests to symbolically beat officials are not allowed.


Take Five in Hong Kong Park Park

map Google map

Despite its natural-looking surroundings, Hong Kong Park stands as an urban oasis meticulously designed with human-made features like a fountain plaza, cascading waterfall, playground and aviary. Connected by terraced landscaping and tree-lined pathways, this 8-hectare park offers a striking contrast between the towering skyscrapers and majestic mountains. Be sure to check out attractions such as the Edward Youde Aviary, Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware, KS Lo Gallery and Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre, all within the park.

Place Your Bets at Happy Valley Racecourse Racecourse

map Google map

Every Wednesday (and sometimes weekends), Happy Valley Racecourse turns into a circus where the best of horse racing and revelry collide. Horse racing is one of Hong Kong’s most popular sports, with live racing season from September to July. Spectators place bets and cheer favourites from the stands with live music, snacks and ice-cold beer in hand. Entry is via Wong Nai Chung Rd. The best way to get there is via the Happy Valley tram to the end of the line, which runs east to west along Hong Kong Island. Alternatively, catch the MTR to Causeway Bay and follow signs to the racecourse. Taxis from Central cost roughly HK$40. Gates open at 5.15pm, and the first race normally starts at 7.15 pm. Admission is HK$10 and no one under 18 is allowed entry.

Have a Blast at Jardine Noonday Gun Historic site

map Google map

Located along the Causeway Bay harbourfront on Gloucester Rd, the Noonday Gun is a Hotchkiss 3lb naval gun that has fired off every day at noon since the 1860s. This unusual timekeeping tradition attracts travellers from far and wide looking for a glimpse of the gun show. Its origins as to why and how it started are a little hazy, but the gun is owned by Jardine Matheson, a massive British conglomerate that was one of the first trading houses in Hong Kong. Every year, the gun is also fired on New Year’s Eve, known as Jardine’s Midnight Gun. It can be a bit tricky to find the ceremonious weapon. It’s accessible via an underpass through a basement car park. Look for a silver door in the alley just west of the World Trade Centre.


Wander the Wan Chai Waterfront Promenade Promenade

map Google map

The Wan Chai Promenade stretches over 5.5km along the Wan Chai pier overlooking the Victoria Harbour. It’s an ideal spot for morning or evening runs alongside a stunning water backdrop. If you’re an active type craving more than a run, consider hiring pedal boats at the Water Sports & Recreation Precinct for a leisurely paddle in the harbour. In 2023, the government launched a seasonal night market during autumn with over 50 stalls selling Hong Kong souvenirs and street food.


VINTAGE SHOPS

Minimal

map Google map

Step into this vintage wonderland bursting with rare finds, quirky figurines, and unique homeware goodies. Uncover affordable vintage items you won’t find anywhere else in Hong Kong. Closed Mondays.

Daychild Vintage & Goods

map Google map

Find American vintage goods galore. Most pieces are of high quality as the store owner carefully curates items from around the world that are in good condition.

Luddite

map Google map

The shop is slightly hidden away at the base of a residential building. Discover a curated collection of vintage clothing and accessories, mainly menswear. Think vintage football shirts and workwear.



Enjoy Panoramic Views at East Coast Park Precinct Park

map Google map

What makes the East Coast Park Precinct so unique is the futuristic metal sculpture at the end of the promenade, which serves as the world’s largest air purifier. The 100m-long breakwater provides visitors with a stunning 360-degree vantage point, perfect for watching sunsets. There’s plenty of outdoor space to spread out and chill, including a lawn area, picnic benches, slides and a bike track for children. Open to the public 24/7 and pet-friendly, it’s the perfect spot to relax for a couple of hours.


SHOPPING IN CAUSEWAY BAY

Fashion Walk

map Google map

Find indoor and outdoor shopping across Paterson, Cleveland and Kingston streets. Aside from fashion and lifestyle brands, be sure to refuel at Food St for a delicious shopping break.

Pacific Place

map Google map

The place to be if you want to do some serious damage to your credit card. Conveniently located near Hong Kong Park and the Peak Tram, as well as connecting to the city’s popular luxury hotels.

Sogo

map Google map

A locals’ favourite meeting spot (before the big TV screen). Find luxury and affordable brands, beauty counters and Sogo Freshmart for imported Japanese groceries and confectioneries.




Make a Romantic Pilgrimage to Lovers’ Rock Landmark

Google map

One notable attraction along Bowen Rd Fitness Trail is Lovers’ Rock, a large phallic-shaped boulder adorned with prayer papers and painted red in parts – a symbol of luck in Chinese tradition. Particularly significant during the Maiden’s festival on the seventh day of the seventh moon, Lovers’ Rock draws lovelorn women seeking a change of fortune in relationships or praying for male offspring. For those seeking a challenge, braving the steep slope of Wan Chai Gap Rd provides an alternate calf-burning route to the trail.

The Bowen Rd Fitness Trail is a favoured 4km jogging route above Wan Chai, which offers a blend of urban and jungle scenery. It’s the perfect spot for morning or afternoon runs. It’s accessible from Kennedy Rd or by bus route 15 to Hong Kong Adventist Hospital on Stubbs Rd, and features a shaded path and a park for kids.

Brush Up on History at the Tai Hang Fire Dragon Heritage Centre Museum

map Google map

Learn more about the long and fascinating history of the Tai Hang Fire Dragon Mid-Autumn Festival at the free Tai Hang Fire Dragon Heritage Centre. It is housed in a historic three-storey building that was once home to the Hung Shing Yi Hok school, founded in 1909. On the ground floor you can dive into the craft and history of fire-dragon- making. Upstairs, indulge in fusion dishes at the themed restaurant blending traditional Hakka flavours with modern cuisine. The 2nd floor hosts versatile spaces for workshops, talks and more.


Discover a Rare Pocket of Calm at Tai Hang Lin Fa Kung Temple Octagonal Temple

map Google map

Tai Hang Lin Fa Kung temple, meaning ‘temple of lotus’ in Cantonese, is one of Hong Kong Island’s oldest and most unique temples. Dating to 1863, this half-octagonal- shaped temple honours Tin Hau, the Goddess of the Sea, and is home to the Tai Hang Fire Dragon. Despite renovations, its original charm remains, evident in intricate stone carvings, the coiling dragon decoration on the ceiling and Shiwan ceramic figurines adorning the roof. The main stone altar is fabulously carved with dragons, phoenixes and bamboo, as well as an effigy of the goddess with a distinctive blackened face, symbolising its deep spiritual significance.

Hike to the Red Incense Burner Summit Hiking

map Google map

Looking for a short hike with unbeatable panoramic views? The easy-to-moderate 3km Red Incense Burner Summit (also known as Hung Heung Lo Fung) on Braemar Hill is suitable for beginners, children and leisurely dog walks, taking under an hour. To reach the summit, you need to climb a narrow path to the peak’s rocks for the all-important view, but the impressive panorama of both sides of Hong Kong makes it worthwhile. If you get lost, red ribbons attached to branches help guide the way. Sunrise or sunset offer the most spectacular views, but expect crowds at these times. It’s accessible from Tin Hau MTR station – take the A25 green minibus and start from Braemar Hill bus terminal near St Joan of Arc Secondary School.

Stand in Awe of the Yik Cheong Building Architecture

map Google map

The Yik Cheong Building or ‘Monster Building’ in Quarry Bay is a striking symbol of the city’s urban density, earning its nickname from five residential complexes densely stacked on top of each other. Thanks to its feature in Hollywood blockbusters like Ghost in the Shell and Transformers, it has become one of Hong Kong’s most Instagrammed sights and a must-see spot for photographers aiming to capture this vertiginous cluster of colourful apartments. Signs urge visitors to get permission before snapping photos to protect residents’ privacy. If you do visit, be respectful, snap a quiet photo, and support the local shops and businesses. Accessible via 1026-28 King’s Rd.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap  $ $ Moderate  $ $ $ Pricey
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Eating

Global Eats

Samsen $ $

map Google map

Cult-favourite Thai joint that serves slap-up bowls of noodles. Try the wagyu-beef boat-noodle soup – it’s seriously addictive. No reservations so be prepared to queue. noon-3pm & 6-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Le Garcon Saigon $ $ $

map Google map

In Wan Chai’s trendy district, this Saigonese grill-house goes beyond pho, offering smoky meats, fish and fresh herbs in Vietnamese cuisine. The dry-aged yellow chicken with Vietnamese spices is a must-order. noon-2.30pm & 6-10pm

Nagomiya $ $

map Google map

Cosy late-night Japanese spot specialising in traditional Japanese oden and yakitori skewers. Hidden in a quiet commercial building in Causeway Bay, you’ll find a soul-soothing dashi soupy bowl with beef tendons, fishcakes, daikon radish, egg and lots of other delightful morsels waiting for you inside. 7pm-5am Mon-Sat, 6.30-11.30pm Sun

Banh Mi Nem $

map Google map

The new Vietnamese sandwich shop on the block, opened by Saigon native Kiki Phung. The menu has four signature banh mi, fried spring rolls and minced pork skewers. Traditional French-style bread and flavourful liver pâté steal the show. noon-7.30pm

Cantonese Roast Meats

Kam’s Roast Goose $ $

Google map

Be prepared for a wait to worship the divine roasted goose at this Michelin-starred spin-off of the renowned Yung Kee Restaurant. The star cut is the juicy upper thigh with crispy skin, perfect with steamed rice or rice noodles. Cash or Octopus card only. 11.30am-9.30pm

Kamcentre Roast Goose $ $ $

map Google map

Discover the home of good roast goose hidden behind a bowling alley. With glistening crispy skin, tender meat and perfect fat balance, it’s a must-try. Pre-order a whole goose for groups of four or more. 11am-10pm

Chukfo Taipan $

map Google map

Roast meats are the aim of the game here, but the goose, char siu and crispy siu yuk will steal the show with its crispy skin and tenderness – each bite will be a hearty symphony of savoury delight. 9.30am-8.30pm

Upscale Dim Sum

Seventh Son $ $ $

map Google map

Warney Hotel’s upscale Cantonese eatery is renowned for suckling roast pig, but don’t miss the dim sum. At lunch, it serves over 30 dim sum varieties, including the signature sautéed osmanthus egg with crabmeat and shrimp. 11.30am-3pm & 6-11pm


Moon Bay $ $ $

map Google map

Like its elegant sibling Seventh Son, the Renaissance Hotel’s upscale Cantonese restaurant is also famous for suckling pig. Don’t miss its special dim sum items, such as siu mai dumplings, prawn spring rolls and crispy steamed sticky rice. 11.30am-3pm & 5.30pm-10.30pm

Forum $ $ $

map Google map

Expect nothing but top-tier food and service, as the team at Forum blend classic techniques with innovation. Order the deep-fried taro dumpling with abalone. 11.30am-2.30pm & 6-11pm

Noodles

Sister Wah $

map Google map

Slurp up a big bowl of tender and beautifully complex, Michelin-starred, beef-brisket noodles. One sip of that soothing and satisfying clear broth will resolve all misunderstandings and right any wrong. 11am-10.45pm

Mak Siu Kee $ $

map Google map

Traditional wonton-noodle lovers will fall head over heels in love with the plump handmade wontons filled with savoury shrimp roe and the bouncy texture of the noodles. It’s also famous for beef brisket and beef tendons. 11am-11.45pm

Chin Jor Fan Tong $

map Google map

Choose your own noodle adventure at this local spot. Choose your soup base, spice level, noodles and toppings. Spice it up from sour to mouth- meltingly numb, then add toppings like baby cabbage or mushrooms. 6-10.30pm Wed-Fri, from noon Sat-Sun

Cha Chaan Tang

My Cup of Tea $

map Google map

Strong, luxurious stocking- milk tea is this cafe’s speciality. It uses a secret tea blend, with a dedicated staff member carefully brewing at the front. To accompany the tea is a small but excellent cha chaan tang classics menu of fluffy white bread and egg sandwiches. 7am-7pm

Kam Fung Restaurant $

map Google map

Old-school cha chaan tang with over 50 years of history, renowned for traditional fare such as pineapple buns and cold milk tea. Grab baked goods from its bakery upfront. 6.45am-7pm

Cheung Hing Coffee Shop $

map Google map

Since 1951, this iconic Happy Valley cha chaan tang has retained a lot of retro charm like wooden booths and ceiling fans. The freshly baked egg tarts and pineapple buns washed down with milk tea are must-tries. 7am-5pm

Bing Kee Cha Dong $

map Google map

Wedged between two residential buildings in an alleyway, this is one of the few open-air cha chaan tang left in Hong Kong. Serving signature silky milk tea, condensed-milk toast and deep-fried pork-chop noodles. 7am-3.30pm Tue-Sun

Desserts

Ching Ching Desserts $

map Google map

A beloved traditional dessert shop that’s over 30 years old. Chinese desserts include black-sesame and walnut soup and red-bean pudding, plus its signature custard-sago sweet soup with tong yuan dumplings. 1-11pm Tue-Sun


Fook Yuen $

map Google map

North Point dessert favourite with nightly queues for glutinous rice-ball dumplings filled with sesame or peanut in sugar-ginger sweet soup. Be sure to try its other treats like red-bean soup, steamed-milk custard or tofu fa with mixed fruit. 4pm-midnight

Tsui Yuen Dessert $

map Google map

Old-school dessert spot with limited seating. Huge variety of traditional Cantonese desserts, but its exceptionally smooth walnut and sesame pastes are the winners. noon-11.30pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Cocktail Bars

Uncle Ming’s Whisky Bar

Google map

Savour city-skyline views while sipping quality whiskies and whisky- based cocktails like the Smoked Oolongtini or boozy Boulevardier from the top floor of Aki MGallery Hotel. 5pm-midnight

Lobster Bar & Grill

map Google map

Unwind with a tipple or two at the beautifully designed bar in Island Shangri-La Hotel, complemented by live music nightly except Sunday. Try innovative mixology and timeless flavours from the Prohibition period. noon-2pm & 6-9.30pm

Mizunara: the Library

map Google map

Discover a Ginza-style bar in a commercial building, featuring a lush Japanese garden and sophisticated decor. Choose from over 700 whisky bottles and expertly crafted cocktails. 6pm-2am

Heya Hong Kong

map Google map

An unfussy 18-seater sake bar offering over 30 labels of sake available by the glass or bottle for dine-in or takeaway. Plus, plenty of bar food to pair with drinks. 3pm-midnight Mon-Sat

Wine Bars

Zau Mei Wine Bar

map Google map

This intimate wine bar doubles as a bottle shop. Great vibes and a passionate team to guide you through its extensive wine collection sourced from around the globe. Snacks include meats, cheeses and local treats. 5pm-midnight Thu-Sun

Le Quinze Vins

map Google map

This renowned bistro has a heavy focus on French wines, with maps and region info for beginners. There’s even a cheese room and butcher restaurant where you can buy cheese and order meat cooked to your liking. 3pm-midnight

Corks

map Google map

A relatively new addition to the drinking scene in Causeway Bay. A cosy wine bar with knowledgeable staff to walk you through regions and preferences. Try something from the daily blackboard specials and nibbles to pair with drinks. 3.30-11.30pm Mon-Wed, to midnight Thu, to 2am Fri, 2pm-2am Sat-Sun

Coffee

Elephant Grounds

map Google map

This independent coffee roaster sources quality beans from small farms worldwide to craft exquisite brews. The Wan Chai branch has all-day dining and coffee-infused cocktails like Espressotini. 8am-9pm Mon-Fri, from 9am Sat-Sun


APT

map Google map

APT means ‘a personal tailor’, so you can customise your coffee to your liking. Choose your blend, intensity, foam and add-ons. Relax at the beautifully minimalistic coffee shop. 8am-6pm Mon-Sun

Coffeelin

map Google map

Embrace the laid-back Milanese coffee culture and vibe at this Italian-inspired all-day cafe. Don’t miss the Italian toasties filled with roasted eggplant and sun-dried tomatoes. 8am-6pm Mon-Sun

Sonne CAD

map Google map

A serene space for coffee lovers that’s inside a historic two-storey tenement. The 1st-floor bar serves locally roasted single-origin coffee from Indonesia, Guatemala and Uganda while upstairs is a sunny communal sitting area. 11am-6pm

[image: img]
Shopping

Markets

Wan Chai Market

map Google map

This sprawling Grade III historic Bauhaus-era market was first built in 1937. It’s considered one of the city’s best by chefs and locals for its fresh range of produce. People-watch and see how the pros bag a bargain on everything from vegetables to meat, seafood and eggs. 8am-7pm

Tai Yuen Street Market

map Google map

Join the crowds and take in the electrifying atmosphere of the Tai Yuen St and Cross St open-air markets with a wide variety of dried goods, clothing and household products at budget prices. 10am-9pm

Chun Yeung Street Market

map Google map

Board an eastbound tram towards North Point and suddenly, you’ll veer off King’s Rd into a bustling street of stalls selling fresh produce. Many stores sell foodstuffs from Fujian that you can’t find elsewhere in Hong Kong. 7am-7.30pm

Homewares & Lifestyle

Kapok

map Google map

Kapok effortlessly exudes cool. Its flagship store in Wan Chai offers carefully curated trendy clothing, bags, jewellery and accessories, along with a selection of fragrances, candles, lamps and stationery. 11am-8pm

WOAW

map Google map

World of Amazing Wonders (WOAW) is more than an art gallery, stocking high-end merchandise for men, women and children, including accessories, gadgets and products for beauty and grooming. 11am-7pm Tue-Sat

King Tak Hong Porcelain Company Limited

map Google map

Shoppers will love this hyper-organised treasure trove filled with Chinese porcelain bowls, mugs, dinner sets and more. It also stocks a huge range of kitchen accessories and appliances. 9.30am-7pm Mon-Sat

B’in Select

map Google map

This indie place carefully curates quality products like candles, bottles, beauty and kitchenware from rare international brands and hot local designers, emphasising the importance of design. noon-8.30pm






Explore

Aberdeen & South Hong Kong Island

Hong Kong Island’s backyard, the south swaps board meetings and quarterly targets for beach barbecues, golf greens and yacht marinas. The vibe changes from place to place along miles of precipitous coast: yuppy Repulse Bay is a different world to the surf shacks of Big Wave Bay, while out on the wave-lashed Shek O Peninsula, Central’s skyscrapers might as well belong to another universe. Gritty Aberdeen offers boat tours and seafood feasts, Ocean Park is brilliant for kids and Stanley is a seaside charmer hiding a dark past.
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See for eating and drinking listings
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Getting Around

[image: bus] Bus

Buses and minibuses will get you everywhere you need to go. Bendy hillside roads come with spectacular views.

[image: MTR] MTR

The MTR has its own dedicated station at Ocean Park. For Aberdeen Harbour, alight at Lei Tung on Ap Lei Chau.

[image: taxianduber] Taxi & Uber

Good for when you’ve come off a trail and need a roadside pick-up.

[image: Boat] Boat

Aberdeen has regular ferries to Lamma island and tiny Po Toi island. You can charter a sampan for coastal jaunts.


THE BEST

HERITAGE Aberdeen Harbour

HIKE Dragon’s Back

SURFING Big Wave Bay

BEACH St Stephen’s Beach

SHOPPING Stanley Market
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1Top Experiences

Aberdeen HarbourB5




1Experiences

1Aberdeen Wholesale Fish MarketA4

2Aberdeen Fish Market Yee Hope Seafood RestaurantA4

3Tin Hau TempleC4

4Old Aberdeen Police StationC4

5Ap Lei ChauB2

6Hung Shing TempleC5

7Horizon PlazaB2

8Ap Lei Chau Market Cooked Food CentreB5

9Repulse BayE3

10VerandahE3

11Deep Water BayD2

12Kwun Yam ShrineE3

13Ocean ParkC2

14Stanley MarketH6

15Tin Hau TempleG6

16Murray HouseG6

17Stanley Main BeachH6

18St Stephen’s BeachF4

19St Stephen’s College Heritage TrailF4

20Stanley Military CemeteryF4

21Hong Kong Correctional Services MuseumF4

22Tai Tam Waterworks Heritage TrailF3

23Dragon’s BackG3

24Big Wave BayH2

25Shek O BeachH3

26Pokfulam FarmA1

27BéthanieA1

28Pok Fu Lam VillageA1




5Eating

29CococabanaH3

30LimewoodE3

31Typhoon Shelter Boat NoodlesB4

32Sei YikG6

33Happy GardenH3

34CoconutsD2




6Drinking

35Ben’s Back Beach BarH3

36Smugglers InnG6

37King Ludwig Beer HallG6










TOP EXPERIENCE

Aberdeen Harbour

Sheltering a motley flotilla of begrimed working vessels and bling yachts, Aberdeen Harbour was until the 1970s home for thousands of fishing families living on houseboats. Discover the last vestiges of Hong Kong’s ‘floating people’ along Aberdeen’s promenade and via sampan tours on the water.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

For a taste of the harbour, take the sampan ferry across to Ap Lei Chau and back. Flash your Octopus card to board (HK$2.50).

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to book tickets for the Aberdeen 1773 Fishing Heritage Tour.



Mess Around in Sampans

Harbour tours in squat Chinese boats called sampans are Aberdeen’s top attraction. Private sampan operators mill around the landing stages along Aberdeen Promenade; expect to pay around HK$100 per person for a 45-minute cruise that weaves between moored boats and passes old shipyards, the decommissioned, quietly decaying Tai Pak floating restaurant, and, if you’re lucky, dragon boat teams in training. Pier 6 has been converted into a small history museum, where you can also sign up for the Aberdeen 1773 Fishing Heritage Tour. While not as atmospheric as being on a sampan, this audio-guided, hour-long cruise docks at an old house boat, and you can order a hearty bowl of ‘boat noodles’ dished up by a roving kitchen sampan.

Floating Village Life

Squeezed between Hong Kong Island’s southern coast and the islet of Ap Lei Chau, Aberdeen Harbour was once a close-knit community of fisherfolk, at times so packed with houseboats and fishing vessels that one could walk across them like a bridge. Daily life unfolded on the water: cooking, eating, sleeping, drying fish, shopping from bobbing grocery sampans, tending to Tin Hau shrines on deck, and minding infants tethered to craft by ropes. In 1961, Aberdeen’s houseboat population stood at 28,000, but over the years the numbers dwindled as people gradually settled on shore, moving into Aberdeen’s new high rises. You’ll still spot a few double-decker houseboats moored in the typhoon shelter, however, and catch snippets of local Tanka dialect.


QUICK BREAK

Cross the water for a seafood feast at Ap Lei Chau Market Cooked Food Centre. Choose your catch from the market and have it cooked to order upstairs.




People of the Water

Most of Aberdeen’s boat-dwellers and fisherfolk belonged to an ethnic group traditionally called the Tanka. One of the region’s indigenous peoples, Tanka comprised the largest segment of Hong Kong’s small population of 7500 people when the British arrived. Historically labelled as outcasts, and with their own culture and dialect, the Tanka prefer to be called ‘people of the water’ as they feel Tanka carries connotations of being uneducated and uncivilised. Other boat dwellers were the Hoklo, who came to Hong Kong from Guangdong province in the 19th century.




WALKING TOUR

Walk Stanley

Most day-trippers to Stanley stay within close orbit of the market stalls and seafront pubs, but this walk takes you deeper into what was Hong Kong’s biggest settlement when the British turned up. You’ll visit two hidden beaches, encounter a selection of heritage sites, and finish with a glimpse into Stanley’s ill-fated wartime history.


START

Stanley Village Bus Terminus

END

Stanley Military Ceremony

LENGTH

2.5km; 1½ hours
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1 Seafront Stroll

Cross the road from the bus terminus and head down towards Stanley Bay. Follow Stanley Market Rd to Stanley Main St, a breezy waterfront thoroughfare lined with pubs and restaurants.

2 Tiger Temple

Stroll along the waterfront to Stanley Plaza Sq, a modern development that hides a historic Tin Hau Temple. On the wall hangs the skin of a tiger, shot by an Indian policeman in front of Stanley Police Station in 1942.

3 Officers’ Mess

Wander over to the three-storey historic building on the waterfront. Murray House, a barracks for British army officers, stood for almost 150 years in Admiralty before being painstakingly moved here. Blake Pier in front has a century-old cast-iron roof salvaged from a historic pier in Central.

4 Bag a Bargain

Go back along the waterfront and turn into the covered alleyways of bustling Stanley Market. If you’re after a mini drone, or an imitation neon sign, this is your place. For a break, grab coffee and sourdough egg tarts at The Bakehouse.

5 Mini Beach

At the southern end of the market, keep going along the waterfront and you’ll reach Stanley Back Beach, a petite pocket of golden sand backed by a row of quaint, single-storey houses with green doors. These were relocation homes built in the 1930s when the government took over farmland to build a barracks.

6 Sun, Sand & Sea

Keep going past the beach and up on to Wong Ma Kok Rd. Carry on past the sports fields of St Stephen’s College until you see a set of steps on your right. These lead to Stanley’s best-kept secret, St Stephen’s Beach. In summer you can hire windsurfing boards and kayaks from the watersports centre.

7 War Graves

On the far side of the beach, follow through the car park up to Wong Ma Kok Rd. Go left (north) and you’ll soon reach Stanley Military Cemetery, of interest to history buffs. From there it’s a 10-minute walk back to Stanley Village.




Experiences

Soak Up the Maritime Vibes in Aberdeen Waterfront

Though Aberdeen’s boat dwellers are mostly all landlubbers these days, the area retains a salty, weather-beaten vibe. Aberdeen Wholesale Fish Market (map Google map) is busiest before dawn when just-caught fish are trucked away in oxygenated tanks to restaurants and markets all over Hong Kong. The market is off- limits to the public, but early-risers can shop for fresh fish from boats along Aberdeen Promenade, or grab a table at Yee Hope Seafood Restaurant (map Google map), a no-frills market canteen that opens for workers at 4am and has first dibs on the day’s catch.

From Aberdeen’s waterfront you can catch ferries to Lamma island and tiny Po Toi island.

Aberdeen’s downtown is a traffic-clogged grid of gritty streets and cheap eats, but it’s worth seeking out the Tin Hau Temple (map Google map) with its carved Qing dynasty stone columns. Another heritage building is the former Aberdeen Police Station (map Google map), now a youth centre.

Cross the Typhoon Shelter to Ap Lei Chau Island

Of chief sightseeing interest on tiny Ap Lei Chau (‘duck tongue island’; map Google map) is the Hung Shing Temple (map Google map), built in 1773 by local fisherfolk and one of Hong Kong’s oldest. Known as the God of the Southern Sea, Hung Shing is the protector of fishers and sea traders. Locals flock here on the 13th day of the second lunar month for the Hung Shing Festival. The temple’s importance is denoted by the fine Shiwan (Cantonese glazed pottery) figurines on the roof ridges, while its sea-facing orientation is believed to bring good feng shui.

Shoppers used to flock to the furniture and fashion outlets of Ap Lei Chau’s Horizon Plaza (map Google map), but it’s a bit of a morgue post COVID-19. Housed in a converted factory on the southern coast, there are stores selling cheap furniture, homewares and designer fashion at knock-down prices.

Have a Seafood Feast at Ap Lei Chau Cooked Food Centre Market

map Google map

The best reason to cross the typhoon shelter is the Ap Lei Chau Cooked Food Centre. Above an indoor market, dai pai dong (food stall) operators cook up a storm in a bustling, brightly lit hall littered with folding tables and plastic chairs. Geared up for groups, many diners choose to first shop at the wet market with its aquarium’s worth of scuttling seafood and live fish, then head upstairs and have it stir-fried or steamed to order and served with bottles of icy beer by one of the vendors. If that sounds too daunting, you can order simple but tasty seafood dishes from any of the vendors.


Spend a Glam Day Beside the Seaside at Repulse Bay Beach

A posh beachfront suburb, picturesque Repulse Bay (map Google map) has the longest, most popular and easily accessed beach on Hong Kong Island. There are showers, changing rooms, trees for shade and a playground, while a string of upmarket restaurants and cafes offer sea views. A magnet for families, mainland tourists and weekend sun-worshippers, the imported golden sands of Repulse Bay Beach get busy – you’ll find more space on the beaches of Middle Bay (popular with gay beachgoers) and South Bay, 10- and 30-minutes’ walk to the south, respectively. Lifeguards are generally active at Hong Kong beaches between April and October.

The most upscale spot for wining and dining is historical-chic Verandah (run by the Peninsula; map Google map), serving classical European fare with a seafood slant and afternoon tea. On the site of the old Repulse Bay Hotel, it’s ensconced by manicured lawns, fountains and flower pots bursting with blooms. Other eateries can be found in the Pulse, a waterfront mall.

For a leisurely stroll, take the Seaside Promenade, a pedestrian boardwalk, from Repulse Bay north to Deep Water Bay (30 minutes; map Google map).

Visit Hong Kong’s Oddest Sea-Facing Shrine Shrine

map Google map

A large and curious collection of shrines and statues, delightfully gaudy, look out to sea at the eastern end of Repulse Bay Beach. Standing several metres tall and emblazoned in colourful mosaic tiles is Kwun Yam, the goddess of mercy, to whom the shrine is dedicated, with another much-loved Hong Kong deity beside her, Tin Hau, goddess of the sea. They flank the training headquarters of the Hong Kong Life Guards Club, and in the vicinity, you’ll find a sizeable assembly of deities and figures – goldfish, celestial rams, the money god – expressed in almost Disney-esque cartoon kitsch.


Most of the statues were commissioned by local personalities and businesspeople in the 1970s. Bilingual plaques read like a who’s-who of Hong Kong society back then – British colonial dignitaries, high-ranking soldiers and Chinese business magnates. Crossing the bright-red Longevity Bridge is supposed to add three days to your life.


Hong Kong’s Bling Beach Suburb

Repulse Bay is home to some of the world’s most expensive residences. In 2023, an 11-bedroom mansion was put on the market for a whopping US$281 million. The area’s glam profile dates to the 1920s and the opening of the swanky Repulse Bay Hotel, which counted Ernest Hemingway, Wallis Simpson and Marlon Brando among its guests. The hotel was demolished in the 1980s to make way for a luxury high-rise apartment block, the Repulse Bay. Distinguished by its eight-storey-high square hole halfway up, the feature was suggested by a feng shui master to allow the dragon living in the mountain behind it to fly out to sea unimpeded.



Get Wet & Wild at Ocean Park Theme Park

map Google map

Draped dramatically over a mountainous headland, Ocean Park is Hong Kong’s original theme park, and arguably more fun for kids than Lantau’s Disneyland. Offering an ever-expanding mix of animal attractions, aquariums, thrill rides and water slides, Ocean Park is spread over two main areas, Waterfront and Summit, connected by cable cars and a funicular railway. Don’t miss Hair Raiser, a high-octane floorless coaster, Amazing Asian Animals with its pair of giant pandas, and the Grand Aquarium, home to 5000 marine animals. Whiskers Harbour is geared up for younger kids with gentle rides and a terrific playground. The newest addition to Ocean Park is Water World, a separate ticketed waterpark with elaborate slides and an indoor wave pool.

Be aware that in Ocean Park’s Marine World zone, cetaceans are kept in captivity and performances feature dolphins and orcas, which scientific studies suggest is harmful to these animals.

Spend the Day Shopping & Swimming in Stanley Area

The laid-back coastal community of Stanley is a crowd-pleasing mix of sandy beaches, sea-view eateries and bustling Stanley Market (map Google map), a bazaar of tarp-covered alleyways running down to Stanley Bay. Stalls hawk souvenirs, leisurewear, handbags, toys, Hawaiian shirts and imitation neon signs – bargaining (lightly) is the way to go.


When the British arrived in 1841, Stanley was Hong Kong’s biggest settlement and a refuge of sorts for pirates and smugglers. The pirate Cheung Po Tsai is alleged to have founded Stanley’s Tin Hau Temple (map Google map) at the western end of Stanley Main St, which runs along the waterfront. The temple is just across from Murray House (map Google map), a three-storey building moved brick-by-brick to Stanley from Central, where it stood for almost 150 years.

Stanley Main Beach (map Google map) has kayaks, SUP boards and other watersport gear to rent, but it’s better to walk 15 minutes south of Stanley village to lovely St Stephen’s Beach (map Google map), a discreet sweep of tree-shaded sand with changing facilities, lifeguard and a cafe.


Enter the Dragon Boats

For several days around the fifth day of the fifth lunar month (usually June), dragon-boaters race in waterways all over Hong Kong. Stanley Beach and Aberdeen offer some of the best events. Races are short and thrilling as boat crews give it all they’ve got, urged on by the pounding of drums. The city has more than 20 races a year with most taking place from May to July. Outside race season you might still see dragon boat teams practising off Stanley Beach and in the Aberdeen Typhoon Shelter on weekends.



Uncover Hidden WWII History at St Stephen’s College Heritage Trail

map Google map

One of Hong Kong’s top private schools, St Stephen’s College has some fascinating (if grim) war stories to tell. It was the site of the notorious St Stephen’s College massacre during WWII, and subsequently became the Stanley Civilian Internment Camp, where thousands of Hong Kong residents were imprisoned during Japan’s four-year occupation of Hong Kong. Heritage tours of the college, which are conducted by the students themselves, visit the historic School House, St Stephen’s Chapel, a small museum and the adjacent Stanley Military Cemetery. Reserve well in advance via the school’s website.

On Christmas Day in 1941, after 17 days of fierce fighting, Japanese soldiers stormed into the School House, which had been turned into a makeshift hospital, and bayoneted 56 British, Canadian and Indian soldiers lying wounded in their beds. The austere chapel was built in 1950 on the highest point of the campus in memory of the war victims.

Ponder the Ups & Downs of History at Stanley Military Cemetery Cemetery

map Google map

On a neatly mown hill near the sea, Stanley Military Cemetery records a sobering history of death and hardship during colonial-era Hong Kong. The oldest graves, dating to 1843, show just how great a toll malaria and other tropical diseases took on European settlers. Graves from the early 1940s, crudely carved by prisoners of the Japanese Internment Camp nearby, serve as a reminder of the many who died during the fight for Hong Kong and at the hands of the occupying forces. The cemetery is a 15-minute walk south of Stanley Market.


Do Time at the Hong Kong Correctional Services Museum Museum

map Google map

Just beyond the barbed wire and watchtowers of Stanley’s maximum-security prison is the Hong Kong Correctional Services Museum. If you visit you might spot rookie prison guards being drilled in the adjacent academy. Museum displays include various confiscated prison articles such as painful-looking tattoo devices and weapons concealed in hollowed-out books. A mockup of a gallows recalls that 122 people were executed in the prison between 1946 and 1966. The museum is about 500m southeast of Stanley Village Rd.

Hike the Tai Tam Waterworks Heritage Trail Hike

map Google map

An unusual and rewarding hike, the 5km Tai Tam Waterworks Heritage Trail winds (mostly downhill) through a series of Victorian-era waterworks. The scale and beauty of the structures – reservoirs, brick-built dams, bridges and aqueducts – is truly impressive, especially given that many are still operating.

Surrounded by quiet nature in an unpopulated corner of Hong Kong Island, it’s a side of the territory most residents will never see, and inspires great admiration for those early engineers.

The trail, which ends at Tai Tam Tuk Raw Water Pumping Station, takes about two hours. Enter at Wong Nai Chung Gap near the luxury flats of Hong Kong Parkview – from there it’s 1.5km over paved roads to the start of the trail. At the end of the hike you can catch the no 14 bus towards Stanley.

Hike the Dragon’s Back for Soaring Views Hike

map Google map

Hong Kong’s most famous trail, the 7.5km Dragon’s Back clambers up and over an undulating mountain ridge evoking a dragon’s spine, before dropping down to the surf breaks of Big Wave Bay. It’s a straightforward hike and reasonably easy to access, and at points on Shek O Peak the view opens up gloriously on all sides to reveal a panorama of foam-fringed sea, luxury apartments, pristine golf fairways and crescents of yellow sand.

Technically the eighth and final stage of the 50km Hong Kong Trail, the trailhead is the To Tei Wan bus stop on Shek O Rd, with a map and toilets at the roadside – bus 9 and minibuses with the ‘Shek O’ sign depart from Shau Kei Wan Bus Terminus, right next to exit A of Shau Kei Wan MTR station. Allow two to three hours for the hike; you can cut it short by exiting at Tai Tam Gap.


Soak up the Surfer Vibes at Big Wave Bay Beach

map Google map

Hong Kong’s biggest waves hammer the sun-bleached surf community of Big Wave Bay boxed in by a wall of green mountains. It all feels wonderfully cut-off, and that’s saying something on an island of over a million people. Beach-shack-style cafes have a rough-hewn hippie vibe, and everywhere rents out surfboards, bodyboards and stand-up paddleboards – the latter is popular in summer when waves are nonexistent outside of a typhoon. Surf season is October to April – on a rare day you might catch breaks of up to 2m.

Sojourn to Far-Flung Shek O Beach Beach

map Google map

In the far eastern limit of Hong Kong Island, the raw and remote Shek O Peninsula is home to popular Shek O Beach. A handsome crescent of sand framed by cliffs of red rock, the sense of untamed nature here is enhanced by wave-lashed humps of rock offshore.

For beachgoers there are showers, changing facilities and an appealing scatter of mostly Thai- inspired eateries just back from the beach. Copacabana, a posher restaurant with a prime perch on the sand, rents out deck chairs and beach umbrellas.

Make time for a stroll through Shek O’s snoozy village community to Back Beach, with surfboards propped up against houses, for sundowner drinks in Ben’s Back Beach Bar. For a longer walk, go through the village and cross the Shek O Lovers Bridge, aka the ‘Blue Bridge’, to the islet of Tai Tau Chau.

Seek Out Pastures New at Historic Pokfulam Farm Museum

map Google map

Back in 1886, Hong Kong’s first dairy farm was established by a Scottish surgeon intent on medicating the many ills of the colony with a hygienic supply of milk. Several of its surviving buildings have been restored, opening in 2023 as Pokfulam Farm, a museum and community enterprise. Displays recall how milk was hauled over the hills to Victoria (today’s Central) in large churns by Chinese workers, or down the treacherous cliffs to waiting boats.


The farm buildings are dotted around the campus of the International Culinary Institute. Pair a visit with a tour of Béthanie next door and a walk around the tumble-down alleys of Pok Fu Lam Village across the main road.


Prehistoric Hong Kong

Follow the steps up and around the rocky headland east of Big Wave Bay and you’ll make a very cool discovery – a 3000-year-old rock carving facing the ocean. The image, composed of intricate swirls, and looking a bit like the alien from E.T., was discovered by a policeman in 1970. It’s one of nine similar bronze-age carvings identified to date in Hong Kong, and shows evidence of human activity from before the start of recorded Chinese history. As recently as 2018, a carving was discovered at Cape Collinson, 2.5km to the north of Big Wave Bay.



Take a Heritage Tour of the Béthanie Complex Notable Building

map Google map

Built in 1875 by the Society of Foreign Missions of Paris, Béthanie was a sanatorium for priests and missionaries working all over Asia who had succumbed to tropical diseases. A few months coalescing and they could return, refreshed, to the proselytising circuit. Resembling an all-white church, Béthanie is a stunner, arched colonnades leading to verandas on all four sides.

The sanatorium closed in 1974, and its buildings currently belong to the Hong Kong Academy of Performing Arts. Guided tours take place a few times a month (check online), and include a visit to the Béthanie Chapel, a theatre in the octagonal cow sheds at the adjacent dairy farm, and a tiny museum housed in a converted wine cellar, which displays the history of the mission.

Wander the Alleys of Pok Fu Lam Village Village

map Google map

One of Hong Kong Island’s last surviving villages, Pok Fu Lam was founded in 1730 by itinerant families from Guangdong province. Perched on the hillside, houses are squeezed together, front doors almost touching, while alleys in between are darkened by a canopy of porches. At the village entrance on the main road, a bamboo cage contains fierce-looking dragon costumes worn in Pok Fu Lam’s famous fire dragon dance at the Mid-Autumn Festival.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap  $ $ Moderate  $ $ $ Pricey
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Eating

Ocean-View Dining

Cococabana $ $ $

map Google map

Perched right on the sand at Shek O Beach, there’s a whiff of the French Riviera at this friendly terrace restaurant serving Provençal dishes like salade niçoise and bouillabaisse (seafood stew). 11am-10.30pm

Limewood $ $

map Google map

The theme is global beach BBQ at this Repulse Bay favourite – think fish tacos, Thai-style fried snapper and Hawaiian-style chicken. Portions are big enough to share. Good margaritas. 11.30am-4pm & 6-10pm

Cheap & Local Legends

Typhoon Shelter Boat Noodles $

map Google map

If you’re at Aberdeen Promenade at lunchtime, look for a traditional sampan serving ‘boat noodles’ to moored craft – rice noodles, fish balls and pork in a seafood broth. 11am-4pm

Sei Yik $

map Google map

Weekenders flock to this cramped, tin-roofed dai pai dong on the edge of Stanley Market for its fluffy Hong Kong–style French toast with kaya (coconut jam). 6.30am-12.30pm Wed-Mon, to 4.30pm Fri-Sun

Beachside Thai

Happy Garden $ $

map Google map

Just back from Shek O Beach, this no-frills beach shack keeps the smiles coming with fresh seafood and authentic, affordable Thai fare. The upstairs terrace has partial sea views. 11am-11pm

Coconuts $ $

map Google map

Gorgeous sea views at this simple restaurant at Deep Water Bay beach. Savour decent tom yum soup and green curry washed down with Thai beers. Book ahead for a terrace table. 11am-11pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Beachfront Boozers

Ben’s Back Beach Bar

map Google map

On Shek O’s secluded back beach, this neighbourhood watering hole is the haunt of villagers, resident urbanites and expats sipping cold brews to reggae beats. 7pm-midnight Thu-Fri, from 2pm Sat-Sun

Smugglers Inn

map Google map

With a name that evokes Stanley’s nefarious past, Smugglers is an old-school boozer with banknotes on the walls, a jukebox and a prime sea-view seat on the promenade. 10am-2am

King Ludwig Beer Hall

map Google map

In Stanley’s historic Murray House, this German brauhaus is a fine vantage point from which to cheer on the dragon boats over a frothy tankard of German weiss beer. noon-midnight, from 11am Fri-Sun






Explore

Kowloon

In Chinese, ‘Kowloon’ means ‘nine dragons,’ originating from Emperor Zhao during the Song dynasty, who, upon seeing eight hills, was reminded by a courtier that he, too, was a dragon. Despite Zhao’s brief reign, the name persisted. Today, Kowloon embodies Hong Kong’s diversity, featuring old neighbourhoods, leafy parks and historic temples. West Kowloon cultural art park is a haven for galleries, museums and live performance venues. Tsim Sha Tsui is home to world-class museums, the stunning Victoria Harbour skyline, and of course, the iconic Star Ferry. Yau Ma Tei, Mong Kok, Prince Edward and Sham Shui Po offer glimpses of old Hong Kong through a maze of neon signs and busy open-air street markets.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: walk] Walking

Kowloon’s flat terrain and wide roads make walking the best way to get from A to B.

[image: bus] Bus

Convenient for reaching more remote destinations. Kowloon Motor Bus (KMB) operates within the Kowloon area only. Routes include Nathan Rd and the Star Ferry Bus Terminal.

[image: MTR] MTR

Fast, reliable and extensive network linking to key attractions and easily facilitating transfers at Prince Edward for destinations like Chi Lin Nunnery and Wong Tai Sin Temple in New Kowloon.


THE BEST

VIEWPOINT Symphony of Lights

TEMPLE Sik Sik Yuen Wong Tai Sin Temple

SHOPPING Temple Street Night Market

DRINKING Terrible Baby

EATING Hing Kee
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1Top Experiences

Sik Sik Yuen Wong Tai Sin TempleF1

Chi Lin NunneryF3

Nan Lian GardenF2

Temple Street Night MarketC5




1Experiences

1Hong Kong Museum of ArtC8

2Hong Kong Science MuseumD7

3Hong Kong Space MuseumD8

4Ladies’ MarketC4

5Shanghai StreetC5

6Sham Shui Po Toy MarketB2

7Apliu Street Flea MarketB2

8Yau Ma Tei Wholesale Fruit MarketC5

9Jade MarketC6

10Kowloon ParkC7

11Avenue of StarsD8

12Tin Hau TempleC5

13Hong Kong Cultural CentreC8

14Cup Noodles MuseumC7

15Kowloon Walled City ParkF2

16Lion Rock ParkE1

17M+B7

18Hong Kong Palace MuseumA7

19Sky100 Observation DeckB6

20Xiqu CentreC6

21Hong Kong Museum of HistoryD7

22Lui Seng ChunC3

23Yau Ma Tei TheatreC5

241881 HeritageC8

25Jockey Club Innovation TowerD6




5Eating

26Hing Kee RestaurantC5

27Ju Xing HomeC3

28Tim Ho WanC2

29Australia Dairy CompanyC6

30Kam Wah CafeC3

31Luen Fat RestaurantF2

32Star CafeD7

33Sun Wah CafeB1

34Mak Man KeeC6

35Ten Noodle ShopC2

36Lok Yuen Fishball NoodlesD7

37Mr Tin Hong Kong CuisineC5

38Lai Ching HeenD8

39T’ang CourtC8

40Legacy HouseD8

41Tin Lung HeenB6

42Herbal TeahouseC3

43Shia Wong HipB2

44Hop Yik TaiB2

45Fishball GorC4

46GaylordC7

47Yè ShanghaiC7

48Cambo ThaiF2

49Mr Korea BBQD6

50Oi Man SangB2

51Yuen Fong DumplingsB1

52San Lung CakeshopB2

53Kung Wo Tofu FactoryB1




6Drinking

54Café SausalitoB2

55Koffee MameyaD8

56N1 Coffee & CoD8

57Coffee AnalogC3

58BoundC2

59Terrible BabyD5

60Bad Coffee & Liquor ClubC6

61Bar ButlerD8




7Shopping

62Harbour CityC7

63Langham Place MallC4

64K11 MuseaD8

65MokoD3










TOP EXPERIENCE

Sik Sik Yuen Wong Tai Sin Temple


Join the 10,000 daily visitors to witness the majestic Sik Sik Yuen Wong Tai Sin Temple, a spiritual hub that’s home to three religions: Taoism, Buddhism and Confucianism. Established in 1921, this temple complex is dedicated to the Great Immortal Wong, a deity with healing powers who was once a shepherd in Zhejiang province.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

It’s free to visit, but consider leaving a donation. To avoid crowds, visit on weekdays instead of weekends. Pick a clear weather day to visit as some areas are outdoors.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information and opening hours.



Go Big or Go Big

Sik Sik Yuen Wong Tai Sin Temple is one of Hong Kong’s largest Taoist temples, spanning 18,000 sq metres of meticulously preserved iconic history. Following traditional Chinese architecture, with crimson pillars, blue friezes, multi-coloured carvings, yellow latticework and a magnificent golden gilded roof, the temple’s spectacular architecture and intricate design are sights to behold.

As you enter the Main Hall, expect to be engulfed in incense smoke. Worshippers hold bundles of burning incense and bow to Wong Tai Sin three times before kneeling to either throw gaau bui moon blocks, used to seek divine guidance in the form of yes/no questions (a traditional magical eight ball, if you will), or shake kau chim fortune sticks. These sticks are exchanged for pieces of paper with corresponding numbers for interpretation by soothsayers, available at nearby fortune-telling stalls. This busy temple serves as the go-to place for worship for all walks of life, attracting pensioners and young professionals alike.


Fortune Favours the Bold

Take part in traditional practices such as buying incense sticks for blessings, seeking answers from deities through gaau bui moon blocks, finding guidance from kau chim fortune sticks or getting your face and palm read. There are 161 fortune- telling stalls in the two-storey Fortune Telling and Oblation Arcade at the temple stationed southeast of the main entrance. With consultations starting at HK$100, these experts provide insights and divination techniques to help with important decisions or give an overview on what the future holds, covering sensitive topics of love, career, health and financial prosperity. Many fortune tellers offer English-speaking services and there are English translations of fortune-stick readings on the temple’s website.


Taosim Goes High Tech

Descend beneath the temple to Tai Sui Yuenchen Hall, an ultramodern worship chamber honouring the Goddess of Great Dipper, 60 Tai Sui and Yuenchen. The underground palace, resembling a Vegas casino, contrasts starkly with the traditional setting above. Entry costs HK$100, but once inside, visitors are greeted with opulent gold, marble, LED lights and motion detectors. The vaulted ceiling features a spectacular dome that digitally replicates the Hong Kong sky and changes with the seasons.

Rather than following the traditional Taoist practice of burning incense sticks, worshippers can pay an additional HK$300 to write prayers into a small box, which activates an electronic deity statue to light up and emit artificial smoke, symbolising acceptance.

[image: jpg]
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Take Five in the Gardens

Take a break from the skyscrapers and crowded streets at the serene Jiangnan-style Good Wish Garden (pictured), adjacent to the temple via the Moon Gate entrance. The gardens are modelled after those of the Summer Palace in Beijing. Wander through pavilions, bridges, pagodas, streams, rocks and gardens linked by a long corridor. It’s a great place to spend a couple of hours. You can listen to the sounds of birds and water near a lotus pond filled with koi fish and terrapins, escaping the city noise while relaxing by the Early Fountains next to the giant, white jade Kwun Yum statue. The name ‘Good Wish Garden’ originates from a phrase in the Analects of Confucius, meaning visitors can follow their hearts as they explore.


HAPPILY EVER AFTER

There’s a smaller shrine dedicated to Yue Lao, the Red Thread God of Marriage, ensuring eternal love. Wong Tai Sin is the only temple in Hong Kong authorised for Taoist weddings and marriage certificates.



Find Your Zodiac Sign

Head to the Secondary Worshipping Platform located on the lower level that’s connected by a gateway and steps to the main platform. You’ll be met with gigantic 2m-tall bronze representations of the 12 Chinese zodiac signs. Each animal corresponds to a birth year in a 12-year cycle, symbolising its own set of personality traits and compatibility with other signs. Find your zodiac animal and rub the statue for good luck. The statues were co-designed by specialists in ancient architecture from Sik Sik Yuen and Beijing.


QUICK BREAK

If you’re just looking for some light snacks head to the nearby cha chaan tang (Hong Kong teahouse) Kam Kee Cafe. It serves local favourites such as noodles, French toast and pork-chop bun. Don’t forget to get milk tea with that.






TOP EXPERIENCE

Chi Lin Nunnery

Discover an oasis of calm and contemplation at Chi Lin Nunnery, once a retreat for Buddhist nuns. Today, it operates an elderly care home, a library, and a primary and secondary school. If you listen closely, you’ll hear the tranquil chants of its 60 resident nuns.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Explore both Chi Lin Nunnery and Nan Lian Garden in one visit. These two Tang dynasty–style attractions are connected by a footbridge and right next to each other.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information and an aerial map.



History of a Convent Life

Established in 1934, the nunnery provided a haven for women monastics during the Chinese Civil War’s refugee influx. By 1957, it had extended aid with social services, a school for underprivileged children, and an orphanage and elderly home. After much-needed repair works, the nunnery was rebuilt in 1998 in the style of the Tang dynasty and officially opened to the public in 2000. Its complex includes 16 halls, majestic courtyards, a library, a pagoda, a bell tower, a drum tower and a lotus-pond garden. The nunnery itself is an architectural masterpiece, made from cypress timber and using an ancient Chinese interlocking system, without the use of a single nail or screw.

Buddhas Galore

Enter the complex through the Sam Mun, representing Buddhist precepts. The monastery has three courtyards, with two that are open to the public. The Hall of Celestial Kings features a large Buddha statue surrounded by deities and relics. The Main Hall houses a statue of the founder of the Buddhist religion, Sakyamuni Buddha, who’s flanked by disciples and Bodhisattvas. Be aware of the signs asking visitors not to take photos inside the halls or of Buddha statues.


QUICK BREAK

Walk over the footbridge to Nan Lian Garden and refuel on a veggie dim sum feast at the on-site vegetarian restaurant, Chi Lin Vegetarian.




Lotus Garden Courtyard

See a spectacular display of perfectly pruned bonsai and artistic stones scattered throughout the courtyard. It’s a serene oasis amid the bustling city, surrounded by towering skyscrapers that define the city’s skyline. Take your time exploring the temple halls and relaxing in the tranquil Jiangshouju gardens, each adorned with shallow ponds featuring water-spouting dragons and vibrant water lilies.




TOP EXPERIENCE

Nan Lian Garden

Spread across 3.5 hectares, the Nan Lian Garden is a tranquil Tang dynasty–style oasis adjacent to the Chi Lin Nunnery, opened in 2006. Managed by both the Chi Lin Nunnery and the HKSAR government, it’s easy to explore both in one visit thanks to its convenient location over the footbridge.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Be sure to visit the souvenir shop for unique and beautiful gifts. Browse from a wide range of items, including tea sets, bookmarks, journals, bags, fans, dried goods, veggie sauces and more.

[image: barcode]

Scan the QR code for more information and an aerial map.



Picture Perfect

Noise barriers are put in place all over the garden to help shield it from the city clamour, and lush vegetation has been planted near the borders to filter out exhaust and dust – the meticulously planned and well-thought-out garden offers maximum serenity and tranquillity. Explore features like a rockery, watermill, waterfall and a pond teeming with colourful koi fish. Don’t miss the golden Pavilion of Absolute Perfection and the Zi Wu Bridge – though sadly not accessible, it’s still a perfect spot for photos.

We’re Yelling Timber

Within the gardens, you’ll find a small Chinese timber architecture gallery showcasing beautiful handcrafted miniature buildings representing various styles of Chinese architecture. Sadly, most of the craftspeople are no longer active and it’s difficult to imagine being able to see these wooden models in the future.

Keep your eyes peeled for upcoming exhibitions, as there’s often a visiting art gallery or an artist doing pop-ups. The admission fee is HK$10, but the air-conditioned space makes it worthwhile, especially on hot days.


QUICK BREAK

Take a tea break at the Song Cha Xie teahouse. Sip a selection of Chinese teas while overlooking the photogenic garden and waterfall views.




Geology Rocks

Don’t miss the on-site rockery, which neatly displays multi-coloured striated rocks arranged in zen settings alongside sand carvings and poems. The best part? You can touch the smooth rocks and feel the riverbed base from millions of years ago with your hands.




TOP EXPERIENCE

Temple Street Night Market

Temple Street Night Market, Hong Kong’s only night market, has undergone a significant transformation. The government has been actively trying to rejuvenate into its nightlife scene. Here, you’ll find stalls upon stalls selling street food, clothing, accessories, watches and souvenirs.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The stalls start opening after sundown. There’s not much happening in the day, but come 8pm crowds start to flock to this open-air market.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information and opening times.



Food Glorious Food

Since 2023, a section of Temple Street Night Market, stretching from Jordan Rd to Nanking St, has been transformed into Hong Kong’s first and only night market dedicated to street food. Inspired by Taiwan’s famous night markets, this revamped area spans 100m and hosts over 30 food stalls and mobile snack vans, dim sum and even snake soup. That’s not all – eat your way through Southeast Asian treats like pepper buns and spicy skewers, plus Turkish lamb and Pakistani cuisine, as well as local delicacies such as put chai ko (steamed rice cakes), dragon-beard candy (Chinese candy floss) and aeroplane olives (a popular street-food snack in the ‘70s; marinated and seasoned olives with salt, liquorice and traditional herbs) for those looking for a taste of nostalgia.

Street-Side Karaoke

Just outside the main Temple Street Night Market, adjacent to the Tin Hau Temple and near the fortune tellers, you’ll find the Opera Singing area. Listen out for enthusiastic amateur singers gathering here to practise and perform Cantonese Opera, a unique singing style with its own musical system. While some may accept donations, they primarily come to nurture their hobby rather than busk. From beginners to professionals, you’ll encounter singers of all skill levels. Interestingly, some have even transitioned from Temple St to professional careers in opera and other genres. Performances typically run from around 8.30pm to 11pm most nights, except for Wednesdays due to Horse Race Day.


QUICK BREAK

You’re in the foodie epicentre and there’s good food everywhere you turn. Try Mammy Pancake for fresh egg waffles in different flavours and order claypot rice from Hing Kee.




Foresee the Future

Fortune telling has traditionally been associated with temples, but over the years it has gained popularity in tourist hot spots like Temple Street Night Market. Each fortune teller has a stall with posters explaining their methods, including palmistry, crystal balls, face and ear reading, Tarot cards and Chinese astrology. Some offer readings in English, as indicated by signs. Keep an eye out for the unique bird-based fortune-telling method, where a bird selects a card from a pack and picks a fortune for you. The session typically lasts 15 to 30 minutes, costing around HK$50–200. Prices depend on skill level, reputation and type of fortune service. Fortune tellers usually operate every night from 7pm to 11pm.




WALKING TOUR

Walk Kowloon

In Kowloon, everywhere you turn resembles something straight out of an old film set. The best way to get around is a mixture of your own two feet and MTR. This walk features Kowloon’s biggest hits and you can tick them all off in one go.


START

Chi Lin Nunnery

END

Kowloon City Market

LENGTH

5.4km; 3 to 4 hours
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1 Nunnery & Chill

Have a chill and zen morning at your starting point listening to Buddhist chants at Chi Lin Nunnery, a Buddhist temple near Diamond Hill.

2 Classical Chinese Garden

Casually stroll over the footbridge towards Nan Lian Garden for a blissful and quiet morning surrounded by nature. Admire the koi ponds, human-made waterfalls, golden pagoda and perfectly pruned bonsai gardens.

3 End of the Rainbow

Take a leisurely 15-minute stroll to the Choi Hung Estate Rooftop Basketball Courts to watch basketball players and photographers trying to get the perfect shot. This place is one of Hong Kong’s oldest and most renowned public-housing estates. It’s been part of the city for over 60 years and the distinctive rainbow colours of the stacked flats make it truly unique. The area is soon to be redeveloped, so catch it while you can before they close it to the public.

4 Zen in the City

From there, hop on the MTR on the Kwun Tong line towards Wong Tai Sin for an hour or so exploring Sik Sik Yuen Wong Tai Sin Temple. Have your fortune read at Hong Kong’s biggest Taoist temple and take five as you relax in the garden next to the giant Kwun Yum statue, waterfall and koi fish ponds.

5 An Urban Phenomenon

Either hop back on the MTR on the Kwun Tong line to the next stop, Lok Fu, get the 10 or 2D bus or walk for 20 minutes to Kowloon Walled City Park. Learn more about the historic Jiangnan-style park and the fascinating story of how this former lawless garrison became one of the most densely populated places in the world.

6 Wet Market Expedition

End the walk with a visit to Kowloon City Market & Cooked Food Centre to see locals shopping for fresh produce amid a buzzy market crowd. After all that walking, reward yourself with some local eats at the cooked food centre above the wet market.




EXPERIENCES

Admire Treasures at Hong Kong Museum of Art Museum

map Google map

After a major renovation in 2019 and a move to a larger space, the Hong Kong Museum of Art boasts a vast collection of over 17,000 art pieces. Its focus is on preserving Hong Kong’s cultural heritage, featuring Chinese paintings, calligraphy and antique treasures. From the top floor, there’s a viewing deck where you can sit and enjoy the view of Victoria Harbour. Free admission and open 10am to 6pm; closed Tuesdays (except public holidays).

Learn About the Universe at Hong Kong Science Museum Museum

map Google map

Showcasing over 500 exhibits and fun science programs, the Hong Kong Science Museum is the perfect place to educate your little ones about science in an enjoyable environment, as visitors are encouraged to explore and interact with the exhibits. Highlights include the 22m-high Energy Machine that displays energy conversion in an action-packed kinematical sculpture, and the DC-3 aeroplane. Entry is HK$20; free for children under four. Pre-register for free entry on Wednesdays.

Escape the Planet at Hong Kong Space Museum Museum

map Google map

The Hong Kong Space Museum is sure to be a hit with children, teens, big kids and wannabe astronauts alike. Explore cutting-edge technology with an advanced planetarium and interactive exhibits explaining space exploration. Experience weightlessness through fly-wire displays and observe the sun up close in the Hall of Solar Science. Interactive rides include a virtual paraglider and a multi-axis chair like the ones used to train astronauts. If that’s not far enough out of this world, there’s even a Space Theatre where they show seven movies daily about space travel, nature and sports. Entry is HK$10 and free for kids under four. Pre-register for free admission on Wednesdays.

Buy Anything & Everything at the Ladies’ Market Market

map Google map

An outdoor bargain paradise, Ladies’ Market stretches 1km along the length of Tung Choi St, teeming with endless independent stalls on either side, selling bargain clothes, handbags, shoes, electronics, souvenirs and accessories. Shop until you drop and then refuel at nearby coffee shops and street vendors serving snacks like curry fishballs, egg waffles, fried squid and siu mai. Once energised, prepare to haggle like you’ve never haggled before – vendors typically begin with high prices, so aim to shave off at least 50% while still being friendly. Remember, a little courtesy can significantly improve your chances of securing a good bargain. While it is a little touristy, it’s worth checking out for the electric atmosphere.


Get Kitchen Needs at Shanghai Street Market

map Google map

Head to Shanghai Street for all your Cantonese-style kitchen needs and to test the limits of your luggage allowance. From the meat cleavers of Chan Chi Kee Cutlery Company to woks and handmade, solid-wood chopping boards from Man Kee Chopping Board, this 2.3km-long street in Jordan and Yau Ma Tei has everything you need to upgrade your kitchen arsenal. It’s also a fantastic spot for souvenir shopping, offering items such as wooden mooncake moulds featuring fish, pigs, or lucky phrases; bamboo steamer baskets; long-stirring chopsticks; and beautiful ceramic bowls.

Shop Old-School at Sham Shui Po Toy Market Market

map Google map

While kids rave about getting the latest iPads and PlayStations, traditional toys still hold their charm. Sham Shui Po Toy Market on Fuk Wing St offers a diverse range of retro toys, from Hello Kitty beach balls to toy figurines. You’ll find discounted Lego sets and cartoon-themed stationery, too. The market’s graffiti-adorned shopfronts are part of the HK Urban Canvas project and add a unique touch by featuring local artists. Take a stroll and admire the vibrant murals depicting community history. The market opens around 10.30am to 8pm.

Pick Up a Bargain at Apliu Street Flea Market Flea Market

map Google map

Also known as Electronics St, the open-air Apliu Street Flea Market is your go-to spot for bargain preloved electronics, tools, equipment, hardware, lighting and unique gifts. Specialising in laptops, TVs, computers, tablets and radios, it’s more of a locals’ vibe with plenty of hagglers trying to get the best deal. While you won’t find the latest models, it’s perfect for vintage cameras, old-school radios, Chinese relics, antique watches and retro accessories. Market stalls typically open 10am or 11am, extending into the evening to around 8pm, and sometimes later on weekends and holidays. The road is pedestrianised noon to 9pm daily.


Speciality Products in Sham Shui Po

In Sham Shui Po, each street has its own speciality products. Ki Lung St is known for fabric and fashion accessories, Tai Nan St for leather goods, Yu Chau St has beads and Cheung Sha Wan has fashion items. Meanwhile, Fuk Wa St and Kweilin St cater to children’s needs, with a diverse range of toys, games, plush animals, stationery and party decorations.




Find Fresh Fruits at Yau Ma Tei Wholesale Fruit Market Market

map Google map

The historic Yau Ma Tei Wholesale Fruit Market has operated since 1913 at the intersection of Waterloo Rd and Reclamation St. It features one- and two-storey brick and stone buildings with pre-WWII signboards. The entire street is lined with more than 200 fruit stalls, selling all kinds of exotic berries and produce. Pick up everything from jumbo durian, pristine white Japanese strawberries, mangosteen or Hawaiian papaya, to Australian muscat grapes and Indian mangoes. For the liveliest experience, visit early morning or midnight to witness wholesalers in action bantering with locals. Or, if you’re looking for clearance items, visit at 4pm when sellers are packing up. During the day you can enjoy the fruit market at a more leisurely pace. For the best deals, venture further inside and don’t be afraid to haggle, especially when buying multiple items or if you think prices are too high.

Buy Precious Stones at the Jade Market Market

map Google map

Jade Market is a collection of traders all dealing in fashion jewellery, ornaments, rings, pendants and other items crafted from the semi-precious stone jade. Adjacent to the covered market is a row of shops and traders that specialise in jade and other precious stones. While the purest green jade comes at a high price, there are also affordable options, often in yellow, purple or brown hues. Don’t forget to put those bargaining skills to the test for the best deals – it’s all part of the market experience.


Secret Stories Behind Street Names

While Mong Kok has transformed into a bustling shopping and transport hub, its Chinese name reflects its rural past. Originally named after fishing baskets or ferns, ‘Mong’ has evolved to ‘Wong’ in modern Cantonese, denoting bustling activity that attracts crowds for commerce. In the past, Mong Kok village residents relied on herding and agriculture, cultivating crops like watercress and water spinach. Despite urbanisation, remnants of its rural heritage are still evident in street names such as Tung Choi St (Water Spinach St), Sai Yung Choi St (Watercress St), Soy St (home to a former soya-bean factory), Pak Po St (Street of White Clothing) and Yim Po Fong St (Street of Fabric Dyeing).




Escape City Crowds at Kowloon Park Park

map Google map

Kowloon Park is Hong Kong’s biggest city park and it’s a beautiful green spot to slip inside and escape the madness for a few minutes while you listen to the chirping birds and sit on a park bench under a big banyan tree. Here you’ll find a wide selection of free activities for kids to let off some steam, including a swimming pool, a games area and an outdoor sculpture park. There are plenty of paths for walking, as well as lots of grassy spots for a relaxing picnic. You can also take it easy for a while beside the lake, ponds, streams and classic Chinese gardens.

See the Skyline Light Up at Symphony of Lights Light Show

Symphony of Lights is a free nightly extravaganza of synchronised colourful lasers and music – showcasing Hong Kong’s stunning cityscape. The 14-minute show involves 44 buildings lighting up at 8pm every night. While unabashedly touristy, witnessing this iconic skyline illuminated in vibrant hues is a must for first-time visitors to Hong Kong. Optimal viewing spots include the waterfront boardwalk, traditional junk boats, or one of Kowloon’s rooftop bars for a high vantage point.

Walk Along the Avenue of Stars Waterfront promenade

map Google map

Get close to Asia’s biggest stars at the Avenue of Stars in Tsim Sha Tsui. This waterfront promenade is like the Hollywood Walk of Fame, honouring celebrities who’ve made significant contributions to Hong Kong’s film industry. Each of the 100 plaques features a celebrity’s handprint and autograph. You can also capture memorable photos with film-related sculptures and a Bruce Lee statue against the glamorous backdrop of Victoria Harbour.

Contemplate at Tin Hau Temple Temple

map Google map

Enter the serene, incense-filled surroundings of the Tin Hau Temple complex for some peace and quiet away from its bustling neighbour, Temple Street Market. Dedicated to Tin Hau, the goddess of seafarers, this temple was constructed by fishers in 1865. It comprises a row of five adjacent buildings: Tin Hau Temple, Shing Wong Temple, Kwun Yum Temple, Shea Tan and Hsu Yuen. While visiting, please bear in mind that this is a sacred place, so respect the local worshippers.

Catch a Performance at Hong Kong Cultural Centre Entertainment venue

map Google map

The Hong Kong Cultural Centre, in a prime location near the Kowloon waterfront, hosts a diverse range of performances, from concerts and operas to dance productions and musicals. With its state-of-the-art facilities, it’s also a hot spot for film screenings, conventions and exhibitions that are shown in Cantonese and English.


Have Oodles of Fun at the Cup Noodles Museum Museum & Workshop

map Google map

Spend an hour keeping kids entertained in noodle heaven, aka the Cup Noodles Museum. It’s the third factory of its kind (the other two are in Japan) dedicated to the Nissin Demae instant ramen brand. Upon entering, you’re greeted with a floor-to-ceiling wall stacked high with all different Cup Noodle flavours from around the world, alongside an exhibition about the Cup Noodles story and how they were invented. And the best part? You get to create your very own noodle masterpiece for HK$60. Or, if you’re feeling like a pro in the kitchen, you can roll up your sleeves and make your own noodles for HK$120. Kids have to be taller than 110cm to take part in the noodle-workshop fun.

Hide from the Bustle in Kowloon Walled City Park Historical park

map Google map

It’s remarkable to think that the serene Kowloon Walled City Park was once the notorious Walled City, one of the world’s most densely populated areas. Discover artefacts, mini replica models of the former garrison, a digital exhibition featuring interviews with former residents and informative plaques scattered throughout the park, offering insight into its tumultuous past. Free 45-minute guided group tours are available on weekends (9am to 4pm, four times Saturday and Sunday) for a deeper dive into the park’s fascinating history.

Amid bamboo groves, pavilions, and Qing dynasty–style gates, you can find peace and calm surrounded by scenic ponds and high-rises, making this one of Hong Kong’s most peaceful spots – a stark contrast to its chaotic, cramped past.

Hike to Lion Rock Hiking

map Google map

This popular hike is not for the faint-hearted. Lion Rock, standing at 495m tall, holds cultural significance as a symbol of collective persistence in the face of hardship. Offering stunning views over Kowloon, the Island and the New Territories, the rock resembles a lion keeping watch over Hong Kong. The hike is moderately challenging and will take around three to four hours, with steep ascents, stairs and rocky sections.

Due to its location on a mountain ridge between northern Kowloon and Tai Wai in the New Territories, you can access Lion Rock via a variety of trails. Choose from one of the major walking trails: MacLehose, Wilson, Eagle’s Nest and Hung Mui Kuk nature trails, all passing through Lion Rock Park, shortly before Shap Yi Watt Village and Lion’s Pavilion. The park is well equipped with toilet facilities, BBQ pits, children’s play areas, park benches and refreshment stalls. To start your hike, take a cab from Wong Tai Sing MTR station to Fat Jong Temple, then continue walking up the steep path towards the paved Sha Tin Pass Rd, where the trail begins.


Inspired by M+ Contemporary Asian Art

map Google map

M+ stands for ‘museum and more’, which is precisely what it delivers. This contemporary art behemoth is a significant addition to Hong Kong’s art scene and has been dubbed the ‘Asian Tate Modern’. Designed by Herzog & de Meuron, the same architecture firm behind London’s Tate Modern and Beijing’s National Bird’s Nest Stadium, the whopping 65,000-sq-metre museum includes a collection of more than 8000 pieces across 33 galleries, a cinema, cafes, restaurants and a roof garden offering spectacular views of Hong Kong. The thoughtfully curated exhibitions blend pieces from the permanent collection with borrowed works, creating insightful displays that juxtapose contemporary Chinese and Asian art with global movements. Previous featured artists and collections include Yayoi Kusama, Uli Sigg, Ay-O and more.

After years of construction, several delays, and controversy surrounding the removal of three politically charged artworks, the cost of the 16-storey building, initially estimated at an astounding HK$21.6 billion, tripled during construction. It finally opened to the public in 2021.

Ticket holders can join a free 45-minute tour led by an M+ guide, offering deeper insights into the exhibitions, collections and building features. Tours run daily from 11.30am to 3.30pm, with an additional session on Fridays at 7.30pm in Cantonese, English, or Mandarin. Entry is HK$120; concession HK$70 (including children under seven).

Delve into the Past at Hong Kong Palace Museum Museum

map Google map

Explore the secrets of the Forbidden City at the Hong Kong Palace Museum in West Kowloon. This expansive exhibition delves into priceless artefacts, ceramics and clothing from the Ming and Qing dynasties. With over 900 items showcased across nine galleries, it’s a haven for Chinese art, culture and history enthusiasts looking to learn and kill a few hours. Admission is HK$60 adult, HK$30 concession and children under 11. Special exhibitions on the top floor, curated by the Hong Kong Jockey Club, feature international artist takeovers such as Botticelli and Van Gogh for HK$150. Enjoy stunning views of Victoria Harbour from the viewing deck.

Reach for the Skies at Sky100 Observation Tower

map Google map

Go skyscraper spotting and take in breathtaking panoramic views of the city at Sky100 in the International Commerce Centre Tower, one of the world’s tallest buildings and Hong Kong’s highest point, soaring 393m above sea level. Completed in 2010, the tower once ranked as the world’s fourth-tallest building. Its observation deck on the 100th floor offers stunning 360-degree vistas of the territory and Victoria Harbour. Inside, you can immortalise your experience in the photo booth, with cute photo displays for photo ops, and learn about Hong Kong’s history at the interactive multimedia exhibitions. Grab a coffee and sandwich with a view at Cafe100 by the Ritz-Carlton or head to one of the four sky-high dining options on the 101st floor, including Inakaya, Odyssée, Sky Boss and Kitin. The building also houses offices, the Ritz-Carlton hotel and the Elements mall. Tickets start at HK$198 for adults, HK$138 children.


Watch Chinese Opera at Xiqu Centre Cantonese opera

map Google map

See the ultra-modern, striking curvilinear facade of the Xiqu Centre as you walk through the traditional Chinese Moon Gate motif, serving as the gateway to the West Kowloon Cultural District. Inside the seven-storey venue is a cultural hub celebrating the rich heritage of Xiqu – Chinese opera, an indigenous genre of Chinese theatre. It’s not just a theatre inside, though– you’ll also find comedy shows, music performances, free talks, and performance-related crafts suitable for all ages such as creating miniature Cantonese opera figures and headdresses. There are plenty of dining options inside for pre- and post-theatre shows, such as the wonton-noodle experts at Mak’s Noodle and homely Cantonese cooking at Peony Garden. Ticket prices vary depending on the show and seating preference, and if you book through West Kowloon, there are no booking fees (westkowloon.hk/xiqucentre).

Relive the Past at Hong Kong Museum of History Museum

map Google map

Get ready for a journey through millennia of Hong Kong’s history at the revamped Hong Kong Museum of History. The museum has undergone a remarkable transformation over the Hong Kong Story exhibition and concerns over potential political censorship. Although the main exhibition is still undergoing remodelling, the guest exhibition offers a fascinating glimpse into centuries of the city’s past, from its origins as a fishing village to its transformation into a global finance hub. Highlights include recreations of historical events such as the Sino-British opium wars, the Japanese occupation during WWII, and the post-war development into a metropolis. While the 2019 protests and unrest won’t be covered in the revamped exhibition, pre-1997 political events, including the 1956 ‘Double Ten’ riots and the 1989 Tian’anmen protests, will be included. The exhibition will be divided into two sections: one chronologically covering Hong Kong’s history from prehistoric times to modern urban development, and the other revolving around themes such as Chinese migration and ethnic minorities.


I Scream for Ice Cream

Did you know that mobile ice-cream vans were first introduced to Hong Kong in the 1970s? Due to limited space, only vanilla soft-serve ice cream was available from the machine. Since the government stopped issuing hawker licences in 1978, the number of ice-cream vans in Hong Kong has been capped at 15, making these reminders of yesteryear a rare sight. If you’re lucky, you might spot one hanging around the Tsim Sha Tsui Star Ferry Pier or the Broadway Cinema in Mong Kok.




See How Old Meets New Architecture

In one of Hong Kong’s oldest neighbourhoods, you’ll find vestiges of a bygone era sitting next to ultra-modern skyscrapers that have evolved around them. Travel back in time to see a stunning example of pre-war Hong Kong architecture at Mong Kok’s Lui Seng Chun (map Google map). Notice the European flourishes such as columns, delightful curved facade and balconies that are rare for Hong Kong. The building has been converted into a Chinese medicine and healthcare centre for Baptist University. Don’t miss the herbal tea shop and exhibition on the ground floor.

Yau Ma Tei Theatre (map Google map) is another pre-war architecture example, built around 1930. It’s a unique blend of classicism and art deco, featuring a front entrance flanked by two pillars etched with laughing and crying faces, a proscenium arch and a Chinese-style pitched roof. The theatre is closed for renovations until 2026.

Admire the past and present at 1881 Heritage (map Google map) in Tsim Sha Shui. It was once the former marine police headquarters compound. Here, the old stable block, signal tower and old fire station have been transformed into a shopping mall, boutique hotel, restaurants and shops, while still retaining a neoclassical style.

Spend a couple of hours exploring Zaha Hadid’s futuristic 15-floor Jockey Club Innovation Tower (map Google map) in Hung Hom. Part of Polytechnic University, it features mesmerising fluidity, curves and waves throughout. The campus is open for visits, but be respectful as it’s an active university building.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap  $ $ Moderate  $ $ $ Pricey
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Eating

Must-Try Hong Kong

Hing Kee $

map Google map

Brave the queues and experience next-level food. Savour the sizzling claypots filled with chicken, pork, mushrooms and fluffy rice, drizzled with addictive homemade sauce. 1.10-3.30pm & 5.30pm-midnight

Ju Xing Home $ $

map Google map

Top-tier Cantonese stir-fry at a humble joint near Prince Edward station. With masterful wok hei techniques, it has signature dishes like ginger spring-onion prawns with pan-fried vermicelli noodles and stir-fried fatty beef. 11am-midnight

Tim Ho Wan $ $

map Google map

The world’s cheapest Michelin-starred restaurant with branches across town – the oldest in Sham Shui Po. Indulge in dim sum, especially its signature BBQ-pork bun. 9am-8.30pm

Cha Chaan Tang

Australia Dairy Company $

map Google map

Brisk service and shared tables at this cha chaan tang institution. Queue for silky egg and corned-beef sandwiches, Hong Kong French toast and macaroni soup with ham. End with dun dan steamed-egg milk pudding. 7.30am-10pm

Kam Wah Cafe $

map Google map

A Mong Kok favourite, this bakery serves classic breakfast fare: pineapple buns, egg tarts, French toast and aromatic milk tea. Grab freshly baked treats at the takeaway counter. 6.30am-9pm

Luen Fat Restaurant $

map Google map

Known for its secret-recipe egg sandwich, made with three perfectly whisked eggs for creamy texture and rich flavour. Also, try the signature beef-satay noodles and milk tea. 6am-10.30pm

Star Cafe $

map Google map

Hidden in an old residential basement; look for the Dadol Hotel sign. Enjoy tomato-soup noodles with egg and luncheon meat amid vintage charm. 8am-9.30pm

Sun Wah Cafe $

map Google map

A local favourite serving all the big hits like beef-satay noodles and egg sandwiches. With its in-house bakery, it excels at freshly baked goods such as egg tarts and pineapple buns. 6am-10.30pm

Wallet-Saving Noodles

Mak Man Kee $

map Google map

A 60-year-old noodle shop famous for wonton soup noodles, firm prawns in translucent skins and springy duck-egg noodles in flavourful broth. Add shrimp roe for extra umami. noon-12.30am

Ten Noodle Shop $

map Google map

Mix and match noodles from the extensive menu. Opt for plump wontons and bouncy noodles, topped with crispy fishskin in deeply satisfying broth. 11am-10pm


Lok Yuen Fishball Noodles $

map Google map

Unassuming interiors and generous portions. It specialises in bouncy fishballs and ho fun rice noodles swimming in a creamy and satisfying broth. 8am-10pm

Mr Tin Hong Kong Cuisine $

map Google map

Beloved for local-style noodles. Interiors are modest and you may share tables at peak times. Its handmade fishball and beef-brisket noodles are pure joy. 7am-midnight

Upscale Cantonese

Lai Ching Heen $ $ $

map Google map

The Regent’s two-Michelin- starred restaurant has exquisite Cantonese cuisine, from whole BBQ suckling pig to Buddha Jumping Over the Wall soup. noon-2.30pm & 6-10pm Mon-Sat, from 11.30am Sun

T’ang Court $ $ $

map Google map

Go big or go big at this three-Michelin-starred gem inside the Langham. An extensive Cantonese menu has classics like Peking duck and stir-fried lobster. noon-3pm Mon-Fri, from 11am Sat, 11am-4pm Sun, 6-11pm nightly

Legacy House $ $ $

map Google map

High-end Cantonese delights with views of Victoria Dockside at the Rosewood. A tasting menu or à la carte with dishes like double-boiled fish-maw soup and steamed scallops with shrimp. noon-2.30pm & 6-10pm

Tin Lung Heen $ $ $

map Google map

Dine like an emperor 102 floors up at the Ritz Carlton. Try heavenly dim sum like pan-fried turnip cake with XO sauce, baked oyster tart and baked abalone puff. noon-2.30pm & 6-9pm

Must-Try Hong Kong Delicacies

Herbal Teahouse $

map Google map

Cantonese people favour ‘cooling’ herbs to combat heat and humidity-related ailments. Try a cup of five-flower tea or guilinggao turtle jelly for soothing effects at this third- generation herbal teahouse. 9.30am-11.45pm

Shia Wong Hip $

map Google map

This reptilian restaurant serves snake soup, along with gecko, crocodile and turtle dishes. Lemon leaves add a zesty kick to the thick snake soup. 11.30am-9.30pm

Hop Yik Tai $

map Google map

Join the queues for freshly made cheung fun rice noodle rolls in an addictive blanket of sweet sauce, sesame sauce, soy sauce and sesame seeds. Other snacks include pork skin, braised radish and siu mai dumplings. 6.30am-8pm

Fishball Gor $

map Google map

Hong Kong’s iconic snack is sold at most street-food stalls. Fishball Gor’s springy and bouncy fish-paste spheres are served in fragrant curry sauce, on bamboo skewers or in takeaway bowls to snack on-the-go. 7am-10pm

Cool Global Eats

Gaylord $ $

map Google map

A 50-year-old Indian institution, the Mughlai menu has buttery dishes with dried fruits like Kerala-style crabs, spiced coconut- milk bay prawns, and spinach roundels stuffed with cottage cheese in smoked-pepper makhani. noon-5pm Mon, noon-3pm & 6-11pm Tue-Sun


Yè Shanghai $ $

map Google map

Modern Shanghainese cuisine at K11 Musea’s 7th-floor roof garden. Try drunken chicken, stir-fried river shrimps, or sliced-pork appetiser dressed in garlic sauce, featuring paper-thin, springy pork balanced with garlic and soy. 11.30am-10pm

Cambo Thai $ $

map Google map

Kowloon City is Hong Kong’s Little Thailand. This local favourite has been serving tom yung goong, Hainanese chicken rice and mango sticky rice for years. 11.30am-11pm

Mr Korea BBQ $ $

map Google map

Order meat with a side of meat at this late-night Korean BBQ joint. All sorts of marinated meat cuts plus homey dishes like japchae stir-fried glass noodles and Korean rice rolls gimbap. 12.30pm-5am Mon-Sat, to 2am Sun

Sham Shui Po Neighbourhood Eats

Oi Man Sang $

map Google map

A Sham Shui Po staple since 1956, and one of the last dai pai dong (open-air food stalls). Come for the atmosphere and lively crowds, stay for incredible food from the roaring woks. Regulars love the salt and pepper squid, garlic- steamed razor clams, potato and beef stir-fry and salted-egg-yolk prawns. 5-11.30pm

Yuen Fong Dumplings $

map Google map

Plump, made-to- order, soup or pan-fried dumplings are the main draw. Try watercress and pork fillings, or dumplings swimming in creamy fish broth. Each of its 2000 daily dumplings is a labour of love, a neatly wrapped morsel of pure dopamine. It also has noodles, congee and snacks – all for under HK$50. Cash only. 10am-9pm

San Lung Cakeshop $

map Google map

A pastry shop with traditional Chinese desserts and pastries. Despite its small size, it is known for serving the best black- sesame cakes, rice dumplings and handmade seasonal mooncakes. Takeaway and cash only. 7am-7pm Tue-Sun

Kung Wo Tofu Factory $

map Google map

King of tofu Kung Wo is famous for silky and freshly made tofu, crafted with expertise. This longstanding factory also has soy milk, deep-fried tofu stuffed with fish and meat paste, and homemade tofu pudding. Most dishes under HK$15. 7am-9pm
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Drinking

Coffee Hangouts

Café Sausalito

map Google map

A coffee gem in the heart of Sham Shui Po. One of the few coffee shops with an on-site roastery and live music during weekends. 9am-6pm

Koffee Mameya

map Google map

Created by the people behind cult-favourite Japanese coffee bar Omotesando Koffee. Java junkies will love the sleek space and minimalistic menu with a wide range of beans and pour-overs. 8am-6pm Mon-Fri, 9am-7pm Sat-Sun

N1 Coffee & Co

map Google map

You ought to make your way around the barista’s choice of beverages on the board – options like salted-caramel macchiato or magic latte are too appealing to stay away from. Its traditional flat whites, cappuccino and piccolos can also set you up for your usual coffee break. 9am-6pm


Coffee Analog

map Google map

A spacious coffee shop turns into a whisky bar from 6pm Sundays. In the morning enjoy hand-drip or double-ristretto coffee. At night, sample drams from Malt Cask’s extensive whisky selection. Limited food menu includes homemade cake. 1-6pm Mon-Fri, 9am-6pm Sat, noon-9.30pm Sun

Cool Cocktail Bars

Bound

map Google map

By day, neon-lit Bound serves coffee. By night it’s a cocktail hot spot, using Chinese liquors like Yuk Bing Siu and Magnolia with medicinal herbs. It has a fine selection of local and imported craft beers on tap, plus bottles and cans, and mocktails. Don’t miss the Asian-inspired dishes, including Okinawa taco rice and Sichuan fried chicken. 2pm-2am

Terrible Baby

map Google map

There’s nothing terrible about Eaton Hotel’s 4th-floor rooftop cocktail bar with retro-chic decor. Perfect for sundowners with sweeping city views of Jordan, cocktails, rosé, live music and a lush garden ambience. Pair signature cocktails, highballs or mocktails with shisha and bites for a complete experience. 2pm-midnight Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri-Sat

Bad Coffee & Liquor Club

map Google map

A local drinking den in old-school 1980s Mid Century interiors, hidden in an apartment complex. Excellent brews by day and innovative cocktails at night like the Nin, which uses whisky and Pei Pa Koa Chinese cough syrup. 10am-5pm & 7pm-midnight Tue-Sun

Bar Butler

map Google map

Established by master mixologist Masayuki Uchida, Bar Butler has long been considered the best place for a quality cocktail in Kowloon. Uchida has perfect techniques and the spot-lit bar has more than 200 spirits for all manner of concoctions. The fruit cocktails are exceptional. 5pm-midnight
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Shopping

Malls

Harbour City

map Google map

Home to over 700 shops and any regional cuisine you fancy. The colossal mall is divided into five areas, but owing to its size, finding individual shops can be tough. 10am-10pm

Langham Place Mall

map Google map

A 15-floor shopping paradise filled with top local and international beauty and clothing brands, plus a diverse selection of jewellery and accessories. Bag discounts and offers by signing up for a ‘LP Card’ when you present your passport at reception. 11am-10pm

K11 Musea

map Google map

Find retail and art therapy at this beautifully designed megamall. What sets it apart is its unique blend of shopping and culture; unlike typical malls, this harbourside landmark showcases an impressive collection of art alongside an extensive range of shops. 10am-10pm

Moko

map Google map

One of Mong Kok’s largest malls with a convenient direct connection to the Mong Kok East MTR station. A wide array of shops and restaurants, plus a UA Cinema, IMAX theatre and outdoor playground. 10am-10pm






Explore

Macau

Macau’s transformation from fishing village to casino powerhouse is evident, with gambling contributing 50% of the island’s income. It’s no surprise that more casinos are opening, each with unique themes like the Londoner’s Ye Olde charm or the glamorous Parisian Macao. Accessible from Hong Kong by ferry, bus, or helicopter, Macau offers rich history beyond casinos, with cultural landmarks like A-Ma Temple and the Ruins of the Church of St Paul. Whether on Macau Island, Cotai, Taipa, or Coloane Village, each district has its own unique charm.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: ShuttleBuses] Shuttle Buses

Most major hotels and casinos have a free shuttle bus from major transport destinations, such as the airport and ferry terminals.

[image: bus] Bus

The network covers Macau Peninsula, Taipa and Coloane. Google Maps or Macao Smart Go app have the latest info. Bus fare is MOP$6. Drop it in the box when boarding (no change is given).

[image: taxi] Taxi

Taxis cost MOP$21 for the first 1600m, MOP$2 every 220m thereafter, plus MOP$3 for each luggage item. Call +853 8500 0000.

[image: LightTransitRail] Light Transit Rail

Macau Light Rapid Transit (LRT) Taipa Line connects Taipa Ferry Terminal and Airport to Ocean Gardens (6.30am to 11.30pm weekdays, to 12.15am weekends).


THE BEST

TEMPLE A-Ma Temple

CHURCH Ruins of the Church of St Paul

LANDMARK Tap Seac Square

HERITAGE Guia Fortress & Chapel

GARDEN Lou Lim Ioc Garden
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1Top Experiences

Ruins of the Church of St PaulD3

A-Ma TempleB5




1Experiences

1Monte FortD3

2Mandarin’s HouseB5

3Lou Kau MansionD3

4Tap Seac SquareE3

5Guia Fortress & ChapelF3

6Church of St DominicD3

7VenetianG5

8Wynn PalaceH6

9LisboetaH6

10Flora GardenF2

11Taipa Houses-MuseumG5

12Lou Lim Ieoc GardenE2

13Lou Lim Ieoc Garden PavilionE2




5Eating

14Riquexó CafeF2

15ApomacF2

16A LorchaB5

17LitoralB5

18Lord Stow’s BakeryF6

19Margaret’s Café e NataD4

20Goat BakersF2

21Tai Lei Loi KeiF5

22Lai Kei SorvetesE3

23Koi Kei BakeryD3

24Pastelaria Chui HeongC3

25Lung Wah Tea HouseE1

26EightD4

27Golden CourtG4

28Chef Tam’s SeasonsH5

29Jade DragonG5

30Imperial CourtE5




6Drinking

31Two MoonsD3

32Pace CoffeeD3

33MaisonF5

34Wood HouseD4

35St Regis BarG5

36Ajar TeahouseE3




7Shopping

37Senado SquareD3

38At Home Living StoreD3

39Vintage MarketD3










TOP EXPERIENCE

Ruins of the Church of St Paul

The Ruins of the Church of St Paul consist of the facade of a 17th-century Jesuit church that was destroyed by fire and is now one of the most famous and recognisable spots in Macau. Also known as ‘Mater Dei,’ the ruins stand as one of Macau’s most cherished landmarks.


map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Aim to visit on a clear day, as much of it is outdoors. This popular spot tends to be crowded, with tour groups arriving by the busload. To avoid crowds, visit on a weekday rather than the weekend.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for practical information and opening hours.



Altar to the City

Once celebrated as the ‘Vatican of the Far East’, the Church of St Paul was among Asia’s grandest Christian monuments until a devastating fire erupted in the kitchen barracks in 1835, leaving only its towering granite facade and 68 stone steps intact. It was designed by an Italian Jesuit and constructed by early Japanese Christian exiles and Chinese craftspeople from 1602–40.The baroque facade features statues, portals and stone carvings that serve as a visual sermon, conveying the Passion of Christ and the lives of saints. Look closely to spot a peony representing China and a chrysanthemum symbolising Japan. Reflecting a fusion of influences, its Asian motifs alongside western and religious elements highlight its significance as one of Asia’s greatest Christian monuments. Today, the facade serves symbolically as an altar to the city.

Adjacent to the church are the remnants of St Paul’s College, once home to the first western-style university in the Far East.

Down to the Crypt

From behind the ruins, you can see the church’s ornate and intricate curved facade next to the excavated crypt and the old foundation. If you dare, head downstairs to the Museum of Sacred Art & Crypt, built in the inner area of the ruins where the magnificent church of Mater Dei once stood. There are various Catholic artworks from the 16th to 20th centuries, plus items connected to the history of St Paul, such as paintings, crucifixes, religious statues and liturgical vessels.


QUICK BREAK

Head to Pace Coffee on Rua dos Ervanarios for an excellent caffeine pick-me-up using a three-way mix of beans, including some unique ones from Yunnan.




Take a Breather

For a break from the crowds, head to the 1888 Na Tcha Temple behind the ruins, dedicated to the deity Na Tcha, son of the mythical military commander Li Jing. Na Tcha Temple is a modest single-chamber structure with brick walls and a traditional flush-gable roof. Inside are incense coils hanging from the ceiling, paintings beneath the entrance porch and ceramic animal decorations on the roof, serving as guardians of the temple.




TOP EXPERIENCE

A-Ma Temple

Macau’s oldest temple, the Taoist A-Ma Temple, dates to 1488 during the Ming dynasty, and was built to honour the sea goddess Mazu (also known as Tin Hau). It’s thought that Macau was named after this temple after a misunderstanding between the Portuguese and locals.


map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

An hour is more than enough time at this temple. Group your visit together with the nearby Mandarin’s House and Chapel of Our Lady of Penha.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information and opening times.



It’s All in the Design

The first thing you’ll notice is the grandeur of the exterior. The entrance is guarded by a pair of stone lions and the Gate Pavilion frames the temple. Marvel at the 4.5m-wide granite structure with ceramic animal decorations on top of the exaggerated upturned roof ridges. A-Ma Temple was designed with feng shui principles that harmonise the energy of its surroundings. It’s split over three floors and built into the rocks to integrate with nature. As you climb higher on Barra Hill, the views improve, and it gets quieter. As you explore the six pavilions, admire the beautiful, large saffron-hued incense spiral coils hanging from the ceiling – they take up to two weeks to burn completely. A highlight is the Buddhist pavilion, considered the most striking, with an ornate facade gate adorned with complex sculptures.

A Multi-Faith Temple

The temple combines Taoist and Buddhist architectural styles, reflecting Macau’s religious diversity. Every pavilion and hall honours different deities, representing the influence of Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism and various folk beliefs. These diverse faiths were introduced to the temple from 1488–1828, mirroring the spiritual landscape.

Ring in the New Year

The temple holds many festivals and celebrations. The most significant is the A-Ma Festival, on the 23rd day of the third lunar month. Pretty lanterns and banners adorn the temple during this festival. Visitors can join in a variety of rituals and performances.


QUICK BREAK

Since you’re in the neighbourhood, you’ll be in walking distance of Michelin-starred Macanese A Lorcha restaurant – or if you’re a big group, try clam-and-garlic-hotpot specialist Yeng Dou Jok.




Dress for the Occasion

As this is a sacred site, visitors are asked to be quiet and respectful. Consider wearing conservative clothing covering the shoulders and knees, although there’s no strict dress code. Wear comfortable and sturdy shoes as the temple grounds have steps and rock ledges, making it unsuitable for wheelchair users.




WALKING TOUR

Walk Macau

Most day-trippers come to Macau for casinos and often miss the historic centre. This walk highlights the beautiful dual heritage, featuring colonial Portuguese architectural churches, plazas and ruins alongside Chinese temples and mansions. The Macau Peninsula is generally walkable, but some streets are narrow and hilly.


START

Guia Fortress & Chapel

END

Senado Sq

LENGTH

3.9km; 2 to 3 hours
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1 Sweeping Views

Put those quads and calves to work on a hike up to Guia Fortress & Chapel to be treated with stellar views of the Macau Peninsula in every direction. If you don’t want to walk up, there are cable cars.

2 A Sweet Break

Walk back down towards Chinese- style Lou Lim Ieoc Garden for some peace and quiet next to lotus ponds and bamboo groves. See what art exhibition is on at the beautiful Lou Lim Ieoc Garden Pavilion. Be sure to stop at cult-favourite Goat Bakers for a baked sweet treat. It’s only a minute’s walk away on Patio da Eterna Uniao.

3 Rainbow Pit Stop

Head towards the bright yellow and red Tap Seac Square for people- watching, historical buildings and colourful colonial architecture. Look out for shipbuilder and model-ship maker Mr Wan Chun in action.

4 Sweet Motivation

Prepare for a lot of steps to reach the 16th-century Monte Fort for 360-degree stunning panoramic views of the city. You’ll pass the cute vintage Lai Kei Sorvetes ice-cream parlour on Avenida do Conselheiro Ferreira de Almeida for a treat en route.

5 Ancient Ruins

Spot the impressive facade of the Ruins of the Church of St Paul among the trees as you walk down from the fort and through the garden – walk in that direction for a closer look at the intricate facade.

6 Food Glorious Food

Hop over to Rua de Sao Paulo where the street is lined with food souvenirs such as egg rolls, pork floss and pork and beef jerky. Soon, you’ll end up in front of the pretty pastel-yellow 16th-century baroque-style Church of St Dominic.

7 Old Money

Turn back and keep walking on Travessa da Se. You’ll see the two-storey, traditional grey-brick, late-18th-century Lou Kau Mansion. Learn about prominent Chinese merchant Lou Kau and what a traditional well-preserved Chinese Xiguan mansion looks like.

8 Historic Centre

End the tour in the heart of Senado Square, one of Macau’s largest paved squares, filled with colourful buildings and black and white stones meant to represent waves. From here, you can shop and refuel at nearby restaurants and cafes. If you have time, check out the IAM Building (formerly the Leal Senado Building) to see the wonderful Senate Library, which looks straight out of a fairy tale.




EXPERIENCES

Climb Monte Fort Viewpoint

map Google map

To the east of the Ruins of the Church of St Paul, stroll through the picturesque gardens and along the pebbled path to ascend the steps leading to the historic 400-year-old Monte Fort, spanning across 10,000 sq metres, with walls 3.7m wide and 9m high. From its summit, you’ll be treated to unbeatable panoramic views of Macau, with majestic banyan trees adorning the surroundings. Take note of its irregular trapezoid shape, not only adding to its historical allure, but the four corners of the fortress protrude to form strategic vantage points to stealthily see enemies.

Built by the Jesuits from 1617 to 1626, this fortress served as the city’s main military defence structure and successfully defended against the Dutch invasion of 1622. Equipped with cannons, military barracks, wells, and an arsenal stocked with enough ammunition and supplies to endure a siege lasting up to two years, the fortress stands as a testament to Macau’s rich history and strategic importance.

Marvel at Mandarin’s House Heritage

map Google map

Built around 1869, the Mandarin’s House was once the family home of prominent Chinese literary figure Zheng Guanying, also known as the ‘Son of Macao’. Guanying was a distinguished author-merchant whose works were admired by emperors, Dr Sun Yat Sen and Chairman Mao. The complex is colossal, covering 4000 sq metres and stretching over 120m along Barra St, and it features 60 rooms, including a gatehouse, courtyards, and quarters for both servants and the master. Architecture buffs will love spotting the traditional Chinese elements and European influences such as the moon gate, tranquil courtyards and elegant French windows, all arranged in the signature labyrinth style of Chinese period buildings.

Join one of the free guided tours in Cantonese or Mandarin on the weekends.

Look Around Lou Kau Mansion Heritage

map Google map

Explore the well-preserved Lou Kau Mansion, once inhabited by a prominent merchant named Lou Kau. Built in the late Qing dynasty era, in 1889, the two-storey grand grey-brick courtyard house follows a symmetrical design within a three-by-three grid arrangement and showcases the opulence of yesteryear. Its three main halls – Entrance Hall (Men Guan Hall), Tea Hall (Sedan Hall) and Senior Hall (Tou Hall) – are separated by two serene courtyards. The mansion’s decorative motifs seamlessly combine east and west influences, with Chinese elements such as oyster-shell windows and carved bricks complemented by Portuguese-style colourful glass windows and false ceilings.

Learn more by taking part in the interactive digital games and quizzes; they are also suitable for children. Entry is free. The 2nd floor is reserved for guided tours.


Roam Tap Seac Square Landmark

map Google map

The picturesque black-and-white paved Tap Seac Square is surrounded by several historical buildings from the 1920s, including the Cultural Affairs Bureau, Central Library, Library for Macau’s Historical Archives and Tap Seac Gallery. Designed by renowned Macanese architect Carlos Marreiros, the square is an impressive public space that is used for many cultural events throughout the year, including holidays and major events like Lunar New Year, the Mid-Autumn Festival and the Macau Grand Prix, where the square is filled with stalls and decorations.

If you’re lucky, you might be able to spot the 77-year-old Macanese shipbuilder Wan Chun, who is often seen near the square diligently working on his latest handmade wooden boat project. He has crafted more than 300 full-sized boats and hundreds of model ships in his illustrious career. There’s a small exhibition dedicated to his legacy and Macau’s fishing and shipyard history.


Top Tips for Visiting Macau

● The majority of people in Macau speak Cantonese, Mandarin, English, Portuguese and some Macanese. ● Hong Kong dollars are widely accepted in Macau, so there’s no need to change them to the local currency. ● It’s wise to bring a bit of cash, too, as a lot of places are cash only. ● Most restaurants in Macau usually add a service charge (typically 10%) to the bill, so there’s no need to add extra on top.



Ascend the Guia Fortress & Chapel Heritage

 map Google map

Head for the hills for some seriously breathtaking views of Macau, complemented by the commanding presence of the towering Guia Fortress & Chapel, a colonial military stronghold complete with a chapel, lighthouse and museum. The Guia Chapel was built around 1622 by Clarist nuns. Inside, intricate Chinese and western mythological motifs feature throughout, blending religions.

An unmissable highlight is the 15m stone lighthouse, erected in the 19th century. It was the first modern lighthouse along the Chinese coast. Also, take a look around the small museum to learn more about the fortress’s rich history.


Aside from incredible views, locals often flock to Guia Hill for its spacious park and outdoor fitness hub, featuring exercise equipment, soccer fields, playgrounds, and paved areas ideal for rollerblading or skateboarding. For those who don’t want to climb to the top, cable cars are available, but the walk isn’t that difficult or steep. It only takes about 15 minutes from the Flora Garden entrance to the top of the hill.

There are four free guided tours throughout the day in Cantonese and Mandarin.

Get Up Close to the Church of St Dominic Church

map Google map

Experience the picturesque charm of the Church of St Dominic, smack-bang in the centre of town next to Senado Sq and the Ruins of the Church of St Paul. You won’t be able to miss its radiant pastel- yellow facade set against the backdrop of wavy black and white tiles. Surrounding the church, you’ll find a wide range of souvenir shops offering local treats like almond cookies, egg rolls and meat jerky.

The baroque church features a magnificent main altar and a grand timber roof, tracing back to the 16th century when it was founded by three Spanish Dominican priests from Acapulco in Mexico. The current structure dates to the 17th century. Notably, in 1822, this was the birthplace of the first Portuguese newspaper published on Chinese soil. Today, the former bell tower has been transformed into the Treasure of Sacred Art, a treasure trove of ecclesiastical art and liturgical objects shown across three floors.

The Church of St Dominic stands as one of Macau’s most beloved attractions, embodying a rich blend of European and Macanese architectural styles. Spot intricately carved ceilings, coloured glass and sacred statues, including The Virgin and Child and Jesus Christ in the church halls. The church is free to visit, but remember it’s a sacred place and services run throughout the day. No flash photography is allowed.


Gambling Guide

● With over 50 local casinos spread across Macau, Cotai and Taipa, the majority of Macau’s 31 casinos are concentrated in three main zones: the area near the Macau Ferry Terminal, the Amizade Strip and the Cotai Strip. ● No matter if you gamble or not, always get the free Player Card before eating in any hotel restaurant, since it gives you a 10% dining discount. ● The currency of choice in casinos is the Hong Kong dollar, while some also accept MOP. ● Tipping dealers is uncommon, so don’t feel the need to do it. ● Strictly no photography is allowed within the gambling areas.




Explore Beyond the Casinos Urban Exploration

Casinos are the main draw when people think of Macau, but there’s more to Macau than mega casinos, slots and poker.

Head to the Venetian (map Google map) to be transported to another world at TeamLab SuperNature Macao. TeamLab is an international art collective originally founded in Tokyo and launched at the Venetian in Macau in 2020. Spanning 5000 sq metres, you’ll find a mazelike exhibition featuring interactive digital artworks, blooming illuminated walls and floating multi-coloured spheres. It’s open daily from 11am to 7pm (last entry is at 6.15pm). You can find more information and buy tickets from cotaiticketing.com or at the door.

If you’re looking for the best picturesque views of the Cotai landscape and the dancing fountain show, Performance Lake, take a ride on the SkyCab at Wynn Palace (map Google map). It’s a free cabin ride that’s air-conditioned and can accommodate up to six people per cabin, each equipped with an audio system so you can learn more about this majestic water display. For guests staying at the hotel there is a priority line and there are two entry points to ride the cabin. The dancing fountain runs every 20 minutes from 4pm to 11pm.

For the adrenaline junkies who want to feel the wind in their hair and heart thump through their chest, try ZipCity at Lisboeta (map Google map). Fly 60m above the city and take in the views while you zipline from one building to the next. It’s best to book directly via zipcity.com or in person. Try to go at night to see the lights of nearby hotels.

Smell the Flowers at Flora Garden Park

map Google map

Once the estate of a Portuguese aristocrat, the European-style Flora Garden is situated just beneath Guia Hill in São Lázaro. Amid the palm-tree-lined avenues, flower beds and park benches, there’s also a children’s playground, aviary and a tiny zoo. Keep an eye out for the fountain pools and the walkway leading up Guia Hill at the garden’s rear.

Marvel at the Taipa Houses & Our Lady of Carmel History museum

map Google map

Built in 1885, this pastel-yellow neoclassical church sits atop the hill, overlooking the stunning wetland park. Nearby, the five green Taipa Houses showcase the quintessential Portuguese architectural style. It’s a good place to wander within the museum, and also a pretty and popular backdrop for wedding photos.


Find Calm at the Lou Lim leoc Garden Park

Head to the charming Suzhou- style Lou Lim leoc Garden (map Google map) where locals gather to practise taichi, play Chinese music, or simply unwind next to the lotus ponds, bamboo groves, stone structures, winding paths and caves. It’s free to enter.

Be sure to marvel at the vibrant red tiles and yellow facade of the Lou Lim leoc Garden Pavilion (map Google map), a fusion of European and classic Chinese elements. It’s said it’s where the esteemed Lou family once entertained guests, including Dr Sun Yat Sen, founder of the Republic of China. Today, it’s used for art exhibitions and recitals during the Macau International Music Festival in late October/November.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap  $ $ Moderate  $ $ $ Pricey
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Eating

Must-Try Macanese

Riquexó Cafe $ $

map Google map

The legendary Riquexó Cafe has been home-style Macanese cooking for more than 30 years. Try favourites such as curry chicken, feijoada and minchi (minced meat, potatoes, egg and rice). noon-9pm

Apomac $ $

map Google map

Initially a canteen for Macau civil servants, it’s now a famous spot known for traditional Macanese dishes like the suckling-pig rice, oxtail stew and African chicken. noon-2.30pm & 6-9pm

A Lorcha $ $ $

map Google map

The owner’s mother has been overseeing the kitchen for more than 30 years. Opt for the hearty garlic prawns and clams in white-wine sauce. 12.30-3pm & 6.30-10.30pm Wed-Mon

Litoral $ $

map Google map

Serving century-old Macanese recipes that have been passed down through generations in the family. Opt for the baked Portuguese chicken, pork knuckles and stir-fried clams with garlic. noon-3pm & 6-10.30pm

Portuguese Tarts

Lord Stow’s Bakery $

map Google map

This is the bakery that made the Portuguese egg tart a staple of Macau’s heritage. Join the queues to try the handmade flaky pastry shell filled with creamy custard and a caramelised top. 9am-6pm

Margaret’s Café e Nata $

map Google map

Located on a small pedestrian street near Avenida da Praia Grande, family-run Margaret’s Café e Nata is famous for its bronzed and not too sweet Portuguese egg tarts. 8.30am-4.30pm Mon-Tue, Thu & Fri, 10am-6pm Sat-Sun

Goat Bakers $ $

map Google map

‘Goat’, meaning ‘greatest of all time’, is true to its name. A modern take on the traditional pastéis de nata, its signature salty, flower cheese cups are stuffed with cream cheese and lighter than air. 11am-7pm

Local Macau Snacks

Tai Lei Loi Kei $

map Google map

For more than 50 years, Tai Lei Loi Kei has been dedicated to making the one-of-a-kind pork-chop bun that’s crispy on the outside and juicy on the inside. The chops are served in a plain bun, baguette or even pineapple bun. 9am-6.30pm

Lai Kei Sorvetes $

map Google map

A third-generation vintage ice-cream parlour that’s been in business since the 1930s. It’s known for coconut, melon and papaya ice-cream sandwiches in retro packaging. noon-7pm


Koi Kei Bakery $

map Google map

Stock up on local food souvenirs such as Bakkwa meat jerky. Don’t miss Koi Kei Bakery’s phoenix egg rolls with shredded pork floss and seaweed. Try samples before buying your favourite. 10am-8pm

Pastelaria Chui Heong $

map Google map

This longstanding bakery has been running since the 1950s and still uses traditional flame methods to craft fragrant and nutty almond cookies, fresh every day. 11am-6.30pm Thu-Tue

Dim Sum Fix

Lung Wah Tea House $ $

map Google map

Step back in time at this old-style 1960s teahouse serving dim sum. There’s no air conditioning so keep that in mind if you’re visiting in the summer. 7am-2am

Eight $ $ $

map Google map

Splash out on an opulent three-Michelin-star dim-sum banquet. Choose from over 40 kinds of dim sum. Each dim sum item looks like a piece of art and is painstakingly made. 11.30am-2.30pm & 6.30-10.30pm

Golden Court $ $ $

map Google map

On the 3rd floor of the Sands Macau Hotel, indulge in creative dim sum offerings such as shrimp dumpling crab claws, abalone chicken tartlets and deep-fried honeycomb taro dumplings. noon-3pm & 6-10.30pm

Upscale Cantonese

Chef Tam’s Seasons $ $ $

map Google map

Wynn Palace’s restaurant, led by chef Tam Kwok-Fung, offers two set menus based on Chinese solar terms and changes fortnightly. noon-3pm & 5.30-10.30pm

Jade Dragon $ $ $

map Google map

Expect nothing but stellar Cantonese cooking at the City of Dreams’ three-Michelin-starred restaurant. The barbecue Iberico pork is a must-try. noon-3pm & 6-10.30pm

Imperial Court $ $ $

map Google map

MGM Macau’s restaurant offers traditional Cantonese and modern twists like crispy-skin baby pigeon and creative dim sum. noon-3pm & 6-10pm
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Drinking

Coffee

Two Moons

map Google map

A sleek coffee spot by day and a lively whisky bar by night. Choose drams from independent bottlers and renowned brands. noon-2am Mon-Sat; 1-7pm & 9pm-2am Sun

Pace Coffee

map Google map

One for the coffee lovers. Sip on interesting brews using beans from lesser-known regions. Ask the friendly and knowledgeable baristas to recommend a special cup. 11am-7pm

Maison

map Google map

Escape the noise and chill on the rooftop terrace with a cup of lemon Americano at this minimalist coffee shop. noon-7pm


Creative Mixology

Wood House

map Google map

A relative newcomer to Macau’s craft-cocktail scene. Try the inventive Kaffir Lime Leaf Guitar and Smoking Nail. 6.30pm-2am

St Regis Bar

map Google map

Sip top-notch cocktails in the luxurious hotel-bar environment with live jazz performances. An ideal spot for unwinding with a couple of glasses. noon-1am

Ajar Teahouse

map Google map

An all-day teahouse with a global loose-leaf tea selection. Try the daily special tea cocktails like the caramel-apple rooibos tea Negroni. 11am-7pm
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Shopping

Souvenirs & Gifts

Senado Square

map Google map

The mosaic-tiled Senado Square is Macau’s go-to shopping destination with plenty of local and international beauty and clothing brands. hours vary

At Home Living Store

map Google map

A beautiful and cosy homeware store with unique crockery primarily from Japan, as well as ceramics, fine coffee cups, teaware and clothing. 1-7.30pm Mon-Sat

Vintage Market

map Google map

A vintage treasure trove filled with clothes, jewellery and trinkets on São Roque St. Find a curated selection from Japan and the US. 3-8pm
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Family Travel

Exploring Hong Kong with kids might seem daunting given its density, but there are plenty of family-friendly activities. Hop on the Star Ferry, enjoy skyline views from the Peak Tram, and embark on a kid-friendly hike.



Getting Around

Everything is so accessible. Walking and public transport are the best way to get around. Children under 1.2m can travel on the MTR for free with a fare-paying adult. Kowloon is fairly flat although you may have to walk across elevated walkways. Some places on hilly Hong Kong island can be tough to navigate with a buggy, the Soho area in particular.




KID-FRIENDLY PICKS

Ride the 60m-tall Observation Wheel for spectacular Victoria Harbour views.

Spend a day riding roller-coasters at Ocean Park and get closer to giant pandas.

Sail back to 1920s Hong Kong on board the double-decker Star Ferry.



Sights

• The Star Ferry is free for kids under three (age three to 12 HK$2.90/3.90 weekdays/weekends).

• Visit the Space and Science museums for free on Wednesdays, pre-booking tickets required.

• M+ and the Hong Kong Palace Museum have activities for families. M+ hosts family days on Sundays.

• Kids under three can visit the Peak Tram for free (age three to 11 HK$31).

Facilities

It’s fine to breastfeed in public; however, few restrooms have space to change diapers or breastfeed. Find ‘Baby Care’ breastfeeding rooms in malls, hotels and museums.


Symphony of Lights

See the city light up at this free light, sound and laser show at Tsim Sha Shui.



Eating with Kids

Hong Kong is renowned for its diverse culinary scene. Rest assured your kids will eat well, too – most places have kids’ set menus.







Accommodation

Space is somewhat a luxury so accommodation is notoriously expensive. However, there is a huge variety of choices and prices vary greatly depending on the location.


Where to Stay if You Love…

Luxury Hotels

Popular choices include Peninsula, Shangri-La and Rosewood, as well as unique stays like Upperhouse and K11 Artus. They’re primarily located in Tsim Sha Tsui and on the Island, from Central to Causeway Bay.


HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN A...

luxury hotel from HK$1300

midrange hotel from HK$530

boutique hotel from HK$650



Midrange Hotels

Midrange hotels are mostly on the Kowloon side, including familiar brands like Hilton, Holiday Inn and Marriott, plus the trendier Eaton, Page 148, Fleming, Tuve or MGallery. Boutique stays generally offer air-con, gym and free wi-fi.


OUR PICK

Tsim Sha Tsui

The southernmost point of Kowloon with the best views of Victoria Harbour where you can board the iconic Star Ferry. You’ll be near the city’s top bars, restaurants, malls and museums. It has plenty of accommodation options ranging from budget hostels to glitzy hotels with harbourside views. It might be a little touristy, but you’ll be right in the heart of all the action.



Budget Hotels

Budget options can be scarce, but occasional deals offer rates from HK$400–800 nightly. Kowloon is more affordable. Consider capsule hotels like The Nap or budget-friendly options like Dash Living and Travelodge.

Hostels

Located in Sham Shui Po, Jordan, Mong Kok and Tsim Sha Tsui, hostels offer private rooms or dormitories with shared bathrooms. Dorms start at HK$150, including free wi-fi and kitchen access.

Apartment Rentals

Airbnb, Vrbo and other rentals are widely available. Serviced apartments like Weave and Nate offer private room options with communal facilities. Prices start at around HK$400.







Food, Drink & Nightlife

Allergies & Intolerances

Food allergy awareness is limited in Hong Kong, making dining out a potential minefield for those with allergies like eggs, milk, soy, shellfish, or nuts. If eating out, it’s best to inform the restaurant or chef about your allergy beforehand. Keep a list of ‘safe’ restaurants handy, especially for spontaneous outings with friends.

HOW TO SAY



	I’m allergic to...
	ngor dui [allergy] man gam



	nuts
	gon gwo



	seafood
	hoi sin



	dairy products
	yu zai ban



	gluten
	min gan





HOW TO ASK...

Is this gluten free?

nei dip yao mo min gan?

Does this contain nuts?

nei dip yao mo gon gwo?

Is there a vegan option?

yao mo shun so yer sik?




CHA CHAAN TANG

Cha chaan tang (Hong Kong teahouses) are casual spots, typically for breakfast, but usually with an extensive menu of Hong Kong–style milk tea, noodles, rice, sandwiches and pineapple buns and other unique Chinese and western fusion comfort foods.



HOW TO… Have Dim Sum

Experience the beloved tradition of dim sum. Choose from traditional trolleys to modern spots, sample classics like har gow and siu mai. Mark your choices on the menu and signal for tea refills by leaving the teapot lid slightly open.

Always serve others tea first to express gratitude.

HOW TO… Pay the Bill

Asking for the bill In restaurants, you say ‘mm goi mai daan’, which means ‘bill, please’.

Cash or Card Most mid- to high-end restaurants accept credit cards and may split the bill between two cards. Separate bills are generally discouraged. In budget cafes and diners, you’ll receive a slip with the total amount after ordering, which you can take to the cashier to settle your bill. While cash is preferred, some places accept Octopus card, Alipay and WeChat Pay. It’s advisable to carry both cash and card.

Tipping Tipping is not needed except for exceptional service. Most restaurants in Hong Kong include a mandatory 10% service charge.



PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to the average cost of a two-course meal.

$ less than HK$200

$$ HK$200–500

$$$ more than HK$500




OPENING HOURS

Cafes 8am–6pm; times vary depending on the day and location

Restaurants 11am–11pm; some restaurants are 24 hours

Bars 5pm to midnight



Going Out

As night falls, Hong Kong becomes a nocturnal playground with busy night markets, lively bars, and restaurants with long queues. The nightlife has something for everyone, whether you prefer a tranquil evening or a lively one. The streets gleam with skyscraper lights and neon signs as pubs and bars offer drinks and live music.

Happy Hour Nighttime activities range from relaxed food crawls to happy-hour bar-hopping adventures. From 3pm to 7pm, places often offer discounted drinks and snacks.

Nightlife hubs Hong Kong’s main nightlife hubs are Lan Kwai Fong, SoHo and Wan Chai. Lan Kwai Fong is a small square lined with bars and clubs, attracting club-goers and tourists alike. Adjacent SoHo offers a more upscale atmosphere with fine dining and posh bars, while Wan Chai features historic pubs, sports bars and music venues, and is known for its red-light district.
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HOW MUCH FOR...

a curry fishball
 HK$15–30

an egg waffle
 HK$18–25

a bowl of noodles
 HK$40–150

a lunch main course
 HK$50–100

a cappuccino
 HK$30–50

a beer
 HK$27–75

a cocktail
 HK$90–200









LGBTIQ+ Travellers

Hong Kong is LGBTIQ+-friendly and embraces inclusivity beyond its vibrant gay bars, but same-sex marriage or civil unions are not recognised in Hong Kong.


Neighbourhoods & Clubs

Neighbourhoods The vibrant gay scene and nightlife littered with bars and clubs is focused around SoHo on the western edge of Central, as well as Causeway Bay, Tsim Sha Tsui and Sheung Wan.

Beach Middle Bay Beach, near Repulse Bay, is Hong Kong’s unofficial gay beach. The secluded northern side offers privacy, catering to those who prefer au naturel sunbathing, while South Bay Beach is a cove with golden sands.

Clubs The legendary Mihn Club in Central offers a safe and inclusive space with DJs and their queer dance party event. Host. Mihn welcomes all and has a no-photo policy. For fierce lip-syncs, trivia nights, burlesque and weekend performances, head to FLM for its Secret Show Saturdays.


OUR PICKS

Must-Visit LGBTIQ+ Neighbourhood Causeway Bay

Causeway Bay may be known for shopping, but it’s also home to a growing number of queer venues, bars and clubs like Bing Bing, Vivere and newcomer lesbian bar The Cloakroom, which hosts fun events like standup comics, live music and karaoke nights.




HONG KONG PRIDE

Fly the flag at the annual Hong Kong Pride parade, which usually takes place in November at Victoria Park.

Find more information using the QR code.
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PINK DOT

The largest annual gay event is in October at Tamar Park or West Kowloon. Everyone wears pink, with the crowd forming a giant dot that’s captured from above by a drone. There’s also street food and concerts.



Resources

● Queer Reads Library Roving collection of queer-themed books and zines. instagram.com/queer_reads_library ● Out in HK LGBTIQ+ community social meet-up organising sport, fitness and outdoor events. facebook.com/outinhk ● Rainbow Gay Hotline Self-help organisation for sexual minorities to talk about any problems. Tuesday to Sunday 6pm to 9pm (WhatsApp +852 9442 6910)







Health & Safe Travel

In Hong Kong, violent crime is rare, but pickpocketing can occur. Use hotel safes and consider a concealed money belt.



TAP WATER

Tap water is safe to drink. However, take precautions if you stay in an old building with old plumbing. Most locals drink boiled water or have a water filter.



Roads

A hire car will cause more trouble than convenience for travellers. Depending on the places you visit, there is very likely nowhere to park. Take extra caution, as traffic jams are frequent, other drivers often have poor lane discipline, and driving is on the left-hand side of the road.


Mosquitoes

Mosquitoes are very common. Apply insect repellent regularly and treat any mosquito bites with hydrocortisone cream.



Insurance

Private care is typically less expensive than public hospital services if you’re a traveller in Hong Kong. However, it is essential to have an appropriate level of insurance through a quality travel insurance provider. It can significantly reduce potentially hefty bills for specialised treatment in the event of illness or injury while travelling abroad.
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PERSONAL SAFETY

Hong Kong is relatively safe for visitors, especially if you use common sense. Be aware of your surroundings and stick to such well-travelled nighttime areas as Tsim Sha Tsui, Central, Wan Chai or Causeway Bay. Keep valuables such as bags, jewellery or phones out of sight.




QUICK INFO

Security

Keep belongings safe in crowds. Conceal valuables.

Privacy

It’s legal to take a photograph of anyone in a public space, but ask for consent beforehand, especially children.

Marijuana & CBD

Illegal; offenders face up to seven years’ imprisonment and HK$1 million fine.









Responsible Travel

Follow these tips to leave a lighter footprint, support local and have a positive impact on communities.


Octopus Card

The Octopus card is one of Hong Kong’s preferred payment methods, a rechargeable contactless smart card that can be used to pay for food, drinks, transport, and small purchases at supermarkets, convenience stores, fast-food outlets, vending machines and more.
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Take Public Transport

Hong Kong is renowned for its world-class transport system – one of the most convenient, efficient and reliable in the world. Reduce your eco-footprint and opt for the bus, train, tram, minibus, MTR, or ferry over taxis and cars.


Cycling

In general, Hong Kong isn’t very cycle-friendly. However, you can rent a bike from SmartBike to explore the car-free area of West Kowloon Cultural District and enjoy the harbourside views.



Eat Local

Eating street food, or at local cafes or restaurants is an easy way to be a socially responsible tourist. It supports local businesses, boosts the economy, and fosters community between locals and travellers. What’s more, locally grown food is much fresher and better for the environment since it doesn’t have to travel as far to reach your plate.
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Resources

● hongkong.ecotravel.hk Guided eco-tours ● discoverhongkong.com/eng/explore/great-outdoor.xhtmll Hong Kong Tourism Board’s guide to the great outdoors ● hkemobility.gov.hk Essential guide and app for Hong Kong’s public transport.



SAY NO TO SINGLE-USE PLASTICS

Hong Kong’s ban on single-use plastic items came into effect in April 2024. This means restaurants no longer offer disposable plastic straws, Styrofoam products, stirrers, cutlery or plates for dine-in and takeaway.




BRING A REUSABLE WATER BOTTLE

Plastic throwaway water bottles are terrible for the environment, and using a reusable water bottle is one of the most impactful and easiest swaps you can make. There are plenty of water fountains throughout Hong Kong. You can find them at MTR stations and around the city.
Find your nearest fountain using the QR code.
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Tours

Rather than zipping around by taxi or car, discover a different side of Hong Kong and explore its culture, food scene, history and nature with a local expert. Hop aboard a 1920s-style open-top tram on a unique sightseeing tour. Hear Hong Kong stories told by locals on a walking tour; many walking tours operate on a pay-what-you-feel basis. Set sail across the harbour on a traditional red-sail Chinese junk boat with panoramic city views. Or try a food tour – from dim sum breakfast to curry fishballs, street food and wonton noodles – discover why Hong Kong is one of the food capitals of the world.

Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when travelling, and the importance of making changes where we can. Lonely Planet urges all travellers to engage with their travel carbon footprint. Many airlines and booking sites offer travellers the option of offsetting the impact of greenhouse gas emissions by contributing to climate-friendly initiatives around the world.

There are many carbon calculators online that allow travellers to estimate the carbon emissions generated by their journey; try resurgence.org using the QR code, right.
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Accessible Travel

Accommodation

When booking hotels in Hong Kong, ask beforehand about accessibility. Trusted global brands like Hilton and Marriott offer reliable options. Consider K11 Artus or The Salisbury YMCA for good accessibility features and convenient locations near museums.


OUR PICK

Visiting Victoria Harbour via the Star Ferry is a must. The ferry offers wheelchair-accessible crossings on the lower level between Hong Kong Island and Kowloon. From there you can see incredible views of the city’s towering skyline. While there are other ferry companies, only Star Ferry offers wheelchair-accessible vessels.

The majority of Hong Kong’s must-see attractions are accessible to the disabled and wheelchair users.



Airports

Hong Kong International Airport (HKIA) provides a range of barrier-free facilities, ensuring an inclusive experience for all travellers, including those with reduced mobility, visual impairments and hearing impairments.

Taxis

Most taxis accommodate folding wheelchairs free of charge. Taxis often also have Braille signage and talking meters. Diamond Cab accommodates up to two wheelchair users on a single trip with two carers, or one wheelchair user with up to four passengers.


PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Most public transport such as buses and trains are wheelchair-accessible. MTR trains are not always level with station platforms. Gaps of several inches or more can restrict wheelchair access. Portable ramps are provided upon request. Request one from station staff.




MUSEUMS

Museum of Art, Science Museum, Space Museum, Museum of History and Heritage Museum are just some of the wheelchair-accessible museums. All museums in the West Kowloon Cultural District including M+, Palace Museum and Xiqu Centre, are accessible for wheelchair users and people with disabilities.



Resources

● accessguide.hk/accessguide_map_en A comprehensive wheelchair-accessible travel guide by the Hong Kong Society for Rehabilitation including information on hotels, attractions, shopping and dining.
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Nuts & Bolts

Opening Hours

Summer (high season) sees late-night openings in addition to the standard hours listed; winter (low season) can mean shorter hours. Many restaurants, shops and other businesses shut completely between 6 January (Epiphany) and Mardi Gras in early February.

Banks 9am–5pm Monday to Friday, some open 9am–1pm Saturday.

Pubs & Bars noon–midnight, some open earlier/later.

Restaurants Breakfast 5am–10.30am, lunch 11am to around 5pm, dinner 5pm–11pm, weekend brunch 11am–4pm.

Clubs 5pm–2am, some to 6am.

Shops Most shops open 10am–7pm daily.

Department Stores & Shopping Malls 10am–10pm or later in major tourist areas like Tsim Sha Shui and Causeway Bay.


QUICK INFO

Time Zone
 Hong Kong Standard Time (GMT/UTC plus eight hours)

Country code
 Hong Kong +852 Macau +853

Emergency Number
 999

Population
 7.4 million



ELECTRICITY
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Internet Access

Free internet access and device charging is available at the airport, MTR stations, buses and shopping malls. Convenience stores provide portable battery packs that you can rent out. Many restaurants, bars, cafes and hotels provide free wi-fi.

Public Holidays

New Year’s Day 1 January

Lunar New Year Dates vary January/February

Third day of Lunar New Year Dates vary January/February

Fourth day of Lunar New Year Dates vary January/February

Easter Monday 1 April

Ching Ming Festival (Tomb-Sweeping Day) 4 April

Labour Day 1 May

The Birthday of Buddha 15 May

Tuen Ng Festival (Dragon Boat Festival) 10 June

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Establishment Day 1 July

Mid-Autumn Festival Dates vary September/October

National Day 1 October

Chung Yeung Festival 11 October

Christmas Day 25 December







Language

Fast Phrases

Do you speak English?
 你識唔識講 英文啊？ láy sìk·ǹg·sìk yìng·mán aa

I don’t understand.
 我唔明。 ngáw ǹg mìng

Where’s...?
 …喺邊度 ? ...hái bìn·do

What’s the address?
 地址係？ day·jí hai

Where are the toilets?
 廁所喺邊度？ chi·sáw hái bìn·do

I’d like the bill, please.
 唔該我要埋單。 ǹg·gòy ngáw yiu màai·dàan

I’d like to get off at…
 我要喺… 落車。 ngáw yiu hái… lawk·chè

Please stop here.
 唔該落車。 ǹg·gòy lawk·chè


Cantonese Basics

Hello.
 哈佬。 hàa·ló

Goodbye.
 再見。 joy·gin

How are you?
 你幾好啊嗎？ láy gáy hó à maa

Fine.
 幾好。 gáy hó

Sorry.
 對唔住。 deui·ǹg·jew

Yes.
 係。 hai

No.
 不係。 ǹg·hai

Please…
 唔該… ǹg·gòy…

Thank you.
 多謝。 dàw·je

You’re welcome.
 唔駛客氣。 ǹg·sái haak·hay



Questions



	How?
	點樣 ?
	dím·yéung



	What?
	乜嘢 ?
	màt·yé



	When?
	幾時 ?
	gáy·sì



	Where?
	邊度 ?
	bìn·do



	Who?
	邊個 ?
	bìn·gaw



	Why?
	點解 ?
	dím·gáai





CANTONESE SPEAKERS

Cantonese is the most popular Chinese dialect in Hong Kong and the surrounding area. Cantonese speakers can read Chinese characters, but will pronounce many characters differently from a Mandarin speaker.




Pronunciation

Vowels



	a
	as the ‘u’ in ‘but’



	ai
	as in ‘aisle’ (short sound)



	au
	as the ‘ou’ in ‘out’



	ay
	as in ‘pay’



	eu
	as the ‘er’ in ‘fern’



	eui
	as in French feuille (eu with i)



	ew
	as in ‘blew’ (short and pronounced with tightened lips)



	i
	as the ‘ee’ in ‘deep’



	iu
	as the ‘yu’ in ‘yuletide’



	o
	as in ‘go’



	oy
	as in ‘boy’



	u
	as in ‘put’



	ui
	as in French oui




Emergencies



	Help!
	救命！
	gau·meng



	Go away!
	走開！
	jáu·hòy



	I’m lost.
	我蕩失路。
	ngáw dawng·sàk·lo



	I’m sick.
	我病咗。
	ngáw beng·jáw



	Call a doctor!
	快啲叫醫生!
	faai·dì giu yì·sàng



	Call the police!
	快啲叫警察!
	faai·dì giu gíng·chaat



	I’m allergic to…
	我對…過敏。
	ngáw deui … gaw·mán




Consonants

In Cantonese, the ng sound can appear at the start of a word. Practise by saying ‘sing along’ slowly and then do away with the ‘si’.

Note that words ending with the consonant sounds p, t, and k must be clipped in Cantonese. You can hear this in English as well – say ‘pit’ and ‘tip’ and listen to how much shorter the ‘p’ sound is in ‘tip’.


TONES

Cantonese has many words with the same pronunciation but a different meaning, eg gwàt (dig up) and gwàt (bones). These homophones are distinguished by their ‘tonal’ quality – the raising and the lowering of pitch on certain syllables. Tones in Cantonese fall on vowels (a, e, i, o, u) and on the consonant n.

The tones are indicated with the following accent marks:





	à
	high



	á
	high rising



	a
	level



	à
	low falling



	á
	low rising



	a
	low





Numbers

1

一 yàt

2

二 yi

3

三 sàam

4

四 say

5

五 ńg

6

六 luk

7

七 chàt

8

八 baat

9

九 gáu

10

十 sap









Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travellers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you are happy to have your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/legal.
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