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The Journey Begins Here
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Legong dancer, Ubud | MARK WOLTERS/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

In 1993 I visited Bali for the first time. When I went through immigration, the officer glanced at my passport and said, in a friendly voice, ‘Have a wonderful birthday in Bali’. Who wouldn’t fall in love? I still spend my time on the island slack-jawed with wonderment. Sitting transfixed by a dance performance in Ubud, watching surfers nail the Ulus, discovering a new walk (or beach), enjoying a sunset beer at my favourite Canggu beach cafe – these experiences resonate. Bali, like me, has changed greatly, but its essence still evokes love.
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Ryan Ver Berkmoes

@ryanverberkmoes

This is Ryan’s 151st guidebook for Lonely Planet; his titles have spanned the world.






THE BEST

Beach Experiences

In Bali, pantai means ‘beach’, and there's a perfect patch of sand for everyone here. There’s a reason that tourism started in Kuta: the beach runs all the way to Canggu! And the rest of the island? More beaches!

[image: jpg]

Pantai Kuta | NETFALLS REMY MUSSER/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Party at Pantai Batu Bolong (pictured), the Canggu-area hotspot with an all-day scene that mixes surf and drinks.
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Settle in for a day of entertainment at Seminyak’s Pantai Batu Belig, with cold coconuts, icy Bintangs and awesome surf.

Escape to Pantai Bingin (pictured), Uluwatu’s hidden white ribbon. Navigate the bewildering maze of paths down to cool cafes and fab views.

Hang out on Pantai Kuta, where you can learn to surf, quaff a cheap beer and make friends for life.

Plop your weary self down on Sanur Beach and let time slip by while your family frolics in the gentle waves.

Feel the vibe at Pantai Berawa, the Canggu beach that’s home to simple beach bars and mega beach clubs.
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THE BEST

Cultural Experiences

Bali’s temples, or pura, are the epicentre of spiritual activity, featuring dance and musical performances that comprise the fruits of an ever-evolving culture that boasts a centuries-long legacy. Precise choreography is the hallmark of ethereal Balinese dance.
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Pura Besakih | SERGEY STRELKOV/GETTY IMAGES ©

See nightly Balinese dance performances – including the iconic Kecak – at Ubud Palace (pictured).
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Avoid the monkeys at the magical Pura Luhur Ulu Watu, with views across the Indian Ocean and sunset dance performances.

Feel the freshness in the morning air at Pura Tanah Lot, the improbable-looking, selfie-perfect temple perched on a pillar of rock.

Ponder a gigantic, possibly 2000-year-old, bronze artefact at Pura Penataran Sasih near Ubud. Who made it? How did it get to Bali?

The huge royal water temple of Pura Taman Ayun (pictured), just outside Canggu, is one of Bali’s most rewarding (and serene).
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Wander the misty lanes of Bali’s holiest temple, the vast Pura Besakih, on the slopes of sacred Gunung Agung.





THE BEST

Accommodation Experiences

Whether you need a total reset for the soul or a pampering stay, you can indulge at one of Bali’s numerous unique spots. Unplug at serene retreats perched above dazzling white sands, or revel in the bliss of idyllic river valleys.
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Oberoi | STEPHANE VICTOR/LONELY PLANET ©

Press that spiritual reset button at family-owned, permaculture-based Serenity Eco Guesthouse – a simple yoga resort a world away from everything.

In the mood to spoil yourself? Head to the beachside retreat of the Oberoi, with its almost-private sweep of beach and pure, understated luxury.

Offering peaceful respite from the surf outside, Ulu Cliffhouse is a lush beach club and resort that will have you blissed out in minutes.

Discover Bali’s artistic heritage at Canggu’s Hotel Tugu Bali, a series of traditional buildings redolent with gracious charm.

Designed by artists, and a model for hotels across Bali, the gracious Tandjung Sari Hotel has flourished since opening in 1967.

For meditation, yoga and piles of luxury, head to the sumptuous clifftop retreat of Istana.





THE BEST

Surfing Experiences

Multiple great breaks will compete for the attention of you and your board. Bali is where surfing in Asia took off, and it’s not calming down anytime soon. So join the legions of surfers prowling the island for the next wave.
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Pantai Keramas | TRUBAVIN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Find some of Southeast Asia’s most legendary surfing at Uluwatu's Pantai Suluban. It’s the climax of the breaks along the Bukit.

Marvel at the perfect waves at Pantai Kuta, the vast sweep of sand enjoyed by surfers of all skills.

Get an impromptu surf lesson on Pantai Batu Bolong, the Canggu beach where catching waves is as important as watching them.

Fall out of bed and onto your board at beautiful Pantai Bingin, where cool surfer dives cling to the cliff.

Have the break to yourself at Pantai Keramas, East Bali’s black-sand beach with consistent, world-class surf.

Trot down the hill while others struggle to ascend at Pantai Green Bowl, a hidden surf spot on the Bukit.





THE BEST

Food & Drink Experiences

Bali’s cuisine draws on its bounty of fresh local food, and it’s rich with spices and flavours. Savour it at warungs (food stalls) or top-end eateries. Then explore restaurants offering the region’s best dining.
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Nasi campur (rice with a choice of side dishes) | ARIYANI TEDJO/SHUTTERSTOCK

Don’t close your eyes or you’ll miss the opening of another sensational cafe in Canggu, with Milk & Madu (pictured) one of the best.
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Take a culinary journey to some of Indonesia’s most popular dishes at Kerobokan’s famous night market, Pasar Kerobokan.

Head up high to Kuta Social Club for elevated drinks and stunning views of Pura Tanah Lot and beyond.

For a spot overlooking some of the best waves in Bali, head to Single Fin (pictured) for a cold one.
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Go local in the sweaty surrounds of Denpasar’s Warung Wardani, where lunchtime queues are common.

Stay an extra week so you can sample just some of Ubud’s amazing eateries. Yellow Flower Cafe is worth it for the views alone.





THE BEST

Shopping Experiences

With designer-owned fashion boutiques, slick galleries, wholesale emporiums and artisan-run workshops, Bali will fill your bag(s). So buying that extra suitcase for the trip home is a necessity, not an option.

Love Anchor (pictured) is just one of many cool spots lining the narrow streets of Canggu. Come to worship at the altar of hipster retail.
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Fortify yourself for the shopping cornucopias of Seminyak and Kerobokan, with Jl Kayu Aya and Jl Kayu Jati ground zero. Visit Magali Pascal and Mercredi.

Head to the picturesque Sideman workshop of Pelangi Traditional Weaving for traditional ikat cloth.

Feel the burn as old tan lines are exposed by new Bali-designed swimwear at boutiques like Canggu’s Indigo Luna.

Pick the perfect coconut at Pasar Badung (pictured), Denpasar’s three-storey carnival of vendors (and the island’s largest traditional market).
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Capture cool Bali with a frock by an up-and-coming designer at Ubud’s Above the Clouds Natural Wear.





Best for Kids

Go wild in the aquatic fantasyland of Waterbom, Kuta’s sprawling water park with scores of thrilling rides, like the Fast n' Fierce.

Start surfing early at Pantai Kuta, where patient instructors will teach the youngest of wave-riders how to stand up on their boards by day’s end.

Fear not getting swept out to sea at Sanur Beach, which has 5km of reef-protected sand and gentle waters to accommodate the smallest swimmers.

Send the bill to the adults at Nusa Dua’s many kid-friendly resorts, and head to the powdery white sand of Pantai Gegar for a relaxed cool-down.

Thrill to monkey business at the playground for primates, Ubud Monkey Forest. Keep belongings safe while the mischievous residents play around.





Best for Free

Don’t try to come up with another word for ‘green’ as you take a walk through the lush rice fields and river valleys of Ubud.

Never pay to get to any of Bali’s beaches, which are all free. Parking might cost a pittance, but the sands are yours – and everyone else’s.

Be dazzled by the world’s best surfers as they take on the Ulus at Pantai Suluban; you can watch for free from the cliffs.

Enjoy every step on the beachwalk that runs for over 5km from the airport north past Kuta and Legian. Never. A. Dull. Moment.

Feel the thrill of Bali’s best free shows, the daily ceremonial processions that shut down streets amid peals of gamelans and trails of hibiscus petals.







Three Perfect Days

The secret to enjoying Bali is to slow down and concentrate on one area per day. Don't try to bounce between too many places in a short time, as traffic will bog you down.
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Pantai Bingin | COCOS.BOUNTY/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

DAY ONE

Only Have One Day?

Morning

Start in Canggu and watch the surfers hit the shore as you grab coffee from a beach cafe and greet the day at Pantai Batu Bolong. Explore the trendy shops nearby, from Love Anchor (pictured) to Cove Island Essentials.

Afternoon

Visit Pura Tanah Lot at midday for an introduction to Balinese Hinduism. Hit Pantai Berawa for the rest of the day, and visit its many beach clubs, including Finns and Atlas.

Evening

For dinner, choose one of Canggu's top-notch dining spots. You can go simple at Warung Barokah 99 or splash out at À La Folie Bali.
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DAY TWO

A Weekend Trip

Morning

Make the drive to Ubud. Consider stopping at the encyclopedic Museum Negeri Propinsi Bali (pictured) in busy Denpasar on the way. Take in the rice field views as you head up the hills.

Afternoon

Have lunch at Ubud's picturesque Yellow Flower. Go for a walk in the countryside: in just minutes, you'll leave Ubud's crowded streets behind for serene nature and infinite shades of green.

Evening

Attend a Balinese dance performance at one of Ubud's many stunning venues. Have a late dinner at a Balinese cafe like In Da Compound, or something more elaborate at top-end Locavore NXT.
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DAY THREE

A Short Break

Morning

Head down to the Bukit Peninsula and make for Uluwatu. Navigate the comically circuitous paths down the cliffside to idyllic Pantai Bingin, a hidden ribbon of white sand with stupendous views. Hang out at a cafe like Lucky Fish Lounge.

Afternoon

Make for Uluwatu proper and find a spot on the cliffs to watch world-class surfers tackle the 'Ulus' – some of the best waves in the world – at Pantai Suluban.

Evening

By late afternoon, head to Pura Luhur Ulu Watu, another of Bali's most significant temples. Take in the ocean views and get a seat for the sunset Kecak dance performance (pictured).
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Get Prepared


BOOK AHEAD

Three months before Book your resort, hotel or guesthouse to get the best price and the widest range of choices.

One month before Book a table for dinner at a world-class restaurant. Only do this for the most notable names, such as Locavore NXT.

One week before Decide how you're getting to and from the airport. Consider arranging a ride with your accommodation.



Manners Matter

Places of worship Remove shoes, and dress modestly when visiting mosques; wear a sash and sarong at Bali’s temples.

Body language Don’t display affection in public or talk with your hands on your hips.

Clothing Avoid showing a lot of skin. Don’t go topless on the beach if you’re a woman.

Photography Before taking photos of someone, ask – or mime – for approval.

Watch, Read & Listen

The Act of Killing (Joshua Oppenheimer; 2013) Documentary about the 1965 slaughter of accused Communist sympathisers in Indonesia (including Bali).

Island of Bali (Miguel Covarrubias; 1937) This classic book on Bali and its culture remains stunningly relevant today.

Ancient Order of Bali (Damn Interesting; 2023) Absorbing and beautifully produced podcast that explains Bali’s subak system of rice-field irrigation.

Things to Know

Drinks Beer brewed in Indonesia is cheap and widely available. Bintang is the iconic national brand, but Bali’s Singaraja is making inroads. Wine and spirits are subject to huge taxes and are expensive by international standards. However, Bali has a burgeoning wine scene and local wineries like Sababay have some surprisingly good (and affordable) wines.

Sunset From Uluwatu through Kuta, Seminyak and onto Canggu, everybody stops for the nightly sunset show. Some venues like Pura Tanah Lot get wildly over-subscribed. Enjoy the spectacle from the beaches instead, where vendors will sell you a beer away from the crowds.

Apps Load your phone with the Grab and GoJek apps so that an affordable, reliable ride in a car or motorbike is always close at hand.


TIPPING

Bali’s wages are low, and while tipping isn’t expected, it’s hugely appreciated.
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DAILY BUDGET

BUDGET: Less than US$80

• Room at guesthouse or homestay: less than US$50

• Cheap food and drink in a warung: less than US$5

• Beaches: free

• Short rides: US$5

MIDRANGE: US$80–250

• Room at midrange hotel: US$50–150

• Great night out eating and drinking: from US$30

• Spa treatment: US$20–40

• Car & driver: US$60 per day

TOP END: More than US$250

• Room at a boutique hotel, villa or resort: from US$150

• Lavish evening out: from US$50

• Shopping: Lots!

• Car with driver and guide: from US$100




Currency

Rupiah (Rp)

Language

Bahasa Indonesia

Time zone

Central Indonesian Time (GMT/UTC +08:00)




TIP

Don’t overpack! Except for personal items such as preferred cosmetics or pharmaceuticals, you can buy pretty much everything in Bali. And why lug your frocks when you can buy cool, stylish ones here?
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When to Go

There’s no bad time to visit Bali – there’s always a dry place in rainy season and a quiet place in high season.


Being tropical, when it rains in Bali, the downfalls are usually only intense for a short while and are not typically widespread: if it’s raining in Ubud, it may not be raining in Canggu.

Overall, Bali’s shoulder seasons (April–June; September–October) are wonderful times to visit, as the months of May, June and September experience the best weather (drier, less humid). And don’t write off the low seasons (January–April; October–November), as fewer crowds are a real plus.

Bali Weather

[image: jpg]

Cultural Events

Bali’s special days and events are celebrated island-wide. Nyepi (Day of Silence) celebrates the Balinese New Year. It’s marked by inactivity – a strategy to convince evil spirits that Bali is uninhabited. The island shuts down completely, including the airport. It’s usually around March. The night before, enormous ogoh-ogoh figures are paraded through the streets and then set ablaze.

Galungan celebrates the death of the legendary tyrant Mayadenawa. Celebrations culminate with the Kuningan festival, when the Balinese thank the gods. Villages celebrate in grand style. It falls once or twice each year, depending on the 210-day Balinese calendar.

Indonesian Independence Day is celebrated across the nation, with 17 August 1945 the day Indonesia declared independence from the Dutch. Flags fly high, traffic is snarled by processions and fireworks are shot off.
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Ogoh-ogoh parade, Denpasar | I WAYAN SUMATIKA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Major Special Events

Bali Arts Festival is the premier event on Bali’s cultural calendar. Based in Denpasar, the festival features traditional dances as village-based groups compete fiercely for local pride. Usually mid-June to mid-July.

Bali Spirit Festival is a hugely popular yoga, dance and music festival in Ubud. There are more than 100 workshops and concerts, plus a market and more. Usually May.

Ubud Writers & Readers Festival is one of Asia’s premier literary events and features scores of writers from around the world in a celebration of writing – especially that which touches on Bali. Usually October.

When the surf is best on the west coast (April to September), there are huge surfing festivals and contests in Uluwatu, Kuta and Canggu. The event names (and sponsors) change every year, but your odds of hitting one are good.


ACCOMMODATION LOWDOWN

High season in Bali is July, August and the Christmas holidays. Accommodation rates increase and hotels are booked far ahead of time. To beat the costs, consider areas outside of the Canggu, Seminyak, Uluwatu, Nusa Dua and Ubud bubble; book as early as possible and shop around.







Getting There

Bali’s Ngurah Rai Airport is where almost everyone arrives. It’s close to major tourist areas and transport is easily sorted. With a bit of pre-planning, you can even whizz through immigration and customs.


From the Airport

By Taxi

There’s no convenient public transport between Bali’s airport and the rest of the island. Your options are simple: you can get one of the fairly expensive taxis from the monopolistic airport cartel, or you can use the Grab app to get a ride. Once you’ve entered the airport, you’ll wait in a special area for your ride. Note that prices from the many freelance drivers hovering around can often be outrageous.

Private Car

If you’ve had a long journey to reach Bali, there’s a certain peace of mind that comes with having a ride from the airport arranged in advance. Almost all accommodations will do this for you; rates are typically reasonable. Just exit the arrivals area of the airport and look for the driver holding up a sign with your name on it.

How to Zip Through the Airport

It’s now easier than ever to quickly speed through the airport’s once notorious immigration and customs queues.

Passport Make certain your passport will be valid for six months after your date of arrival in Indonesia. This regulation is strictly enforced. Also make sure that your passport has two blank pages in the visa section. Use the automated gates on arrival.

Visa Visas come in many flavours. Most tourists get a visa on arrival (VOA), which is good for 30 days and can be extended once. Apply in advance online (molina.imigrasi.go.id) to save waiting in airport visa queues.

Customs Fill out your customs declaration online (ecd.beacukai.go.id) and then flash it at the officer in the customs hall.

Tourism Tax Bali introduced a new tourist tax in 2024. It costs 150,000Rp and is payable each time an international visitor arrives in Bali. The primary point of collection will be the airport, but you can buy it in advance with the Love Bali app.





Getting Around

Although small in size, Bali’s population and high number of visitors mean that its already inadequate roads are often jammed to capacity, especially in the south, where a short journey can take an eternity. Taxis, rideshares and rides on motorbikes are all cheap. There are no effective public transport options, but walking in your local area is often an enjoyable and efficient option for getting around.


Ride Apps

Grab and Gojek are the two top ride apps used in Bali. Both will summon a car or motorbike to your location and then give you a clear price to your destination (tip the driver in cash, about 10%).
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Taxis

If you’re flagging a taxi, only ever use Bluebird taxis, and make certain the vehicle says ‘Bluebird’ on it. Drivers are reliable and they use the meter. The MyBluebird app makes summoning one of these taxis easy. Avoid all other taxis (even ones painted blue) to avoid scams and high prices. Never accept a ride in an unmarked vehicle.

Hired Car

Arranging a car and driver for a longer journey (say, Canggu to Ubud) through your accommodation is a good option, and sharing the ride (and cost) with other travellers is a great way to reduce traffic congestion and pay less. Many travellers hire a car and driver for a day of touring.


ESSENTIAL APP

Use whatever mapping app you prefer to find your way around, but don’t trust the optimistic travel times.
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TRAFFIC TIPS

• If you’re going to Nusa Dua, Sanur or Ubud from the airport, ask your driver to use the toll road, bypassing the worst of the traffic. If they’re reluctant to use the road because they don’t want to pay the fare, offer to pay it yourself.

• Traffic in Ubud’s centre can be unmoving, especially at lunchtime. Plan trips outside the hours of 11am and 4pm, and try to get dropped off and picked up on the outskirts and walk in.



Motorbike

Motorbikes – everything from small mopeds to retro cafe-racers – are easily rented; ask at your accommodation. Congested roads and residents often manically driving their own motorbikes can be overwhelming for inexperienced drivers. Get rides on motorbikes (traditionally called ojek) via apps or by hailing. If you accept a ride on the street, set the price in advance (use a ride app to see what’s a fair price for the trip).

Walking

Within many areas, you can easily go exploring on foot and get around cafes, restaurants, shops, beaches and more. It’s the responsible way to get around, plus it’s enjoyable – just watch out for Bali’s notorious footpaths, which are uneven and often have hidden hazards, like huge holes. Better yet, head to the beach for a pleasurable stroll away from the traffic.

Follow the sand in Canggu, Seminyak, Kuta, Nusa Dua and Sanur. Ubud is best enjoyed on foot. Other areas with good walks include Denpasar, Klungkung and Sideman.


Dealing with Traffic

The best strategies for dealing with the awful traffic in South Bali is to expect it, don’t fret and try to be patient – remember that you only have to deal with the traffic for the duration of your trip, unlike the Balinese, for whom it’s a little more long-term; live local, stay where you want to be and visit what’s within walking distance. Also try to keep travel to realistic timelines, maybe turning that day trip into an overnighter.

Hiring a Driver

It’s easy to arrange for a vehicle and driver.

• Consult other travellers for recommendations.

• Ask for a driver at your accommodation, as this increases accountability.

• Meet the driver first and make sure their English is sufficient for you to effectively communicate.

• Agree on the journey and price beforehand.

• Make it clear you want to avoid tourist-trap restaurants and shops, which offer possible driver kickbacks/commissions.

• Buy your driver lunch (but note that they’ll want to eat elsewhere to get a break from work and your company). Offer snacks and drinks.


TRAVEL COSTS

Motorbike rental

75,000+ Rp/day

Petrol

Approx 10,000Rp/litre

Motorbike ride

From 15,000Rp




LICENSE & HELMET

An international driving permit valid for a car and/or motorbike is essential for rental. Helmets are mandatory.




BALI’S UNUSED PUBLIC BUSES

Trans-Sarbagita (@trans_sarbagita) runs air-con commuter buses, more suited to residents due to the complex route network, although it’s rare to see any actual passengers aboard one. The buses are handy for the following routes: the bypass linking Sanur to Jimbaran; Denpasar to Jimbaran; Ubud to Denpasar. Other routes require transfers, and the airport service is inconvenient. The cheap fares require Indonesian e-payment apps.
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A Few Surprises

Across Bali, the most interesting sights and experiences often revolve around the local culture. It's one rich delight after another.


Ceremonial Offerings

Bali’s gods, ancestors, spirits and demons are presented with offerings throughout the day as a sign of respect and gratitude. These gifts to higher beings should be attractive, so each offering is a tiny work of art. The most common is a banana-leaf tray little bigger than a saucer, artfully topped with flowers, food and more. Once presented to the gods, an offering cannot be used again, so new ones are made each day, usually by women. The gods are said to instantly enjoy an offering’s essence, so the dogs often seen hovering around them have to make do with leftovers.
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Ceremonial offerings, Klungkung Market | JULIUS BRAMANTO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Traditional Markets

Pasar (markets) offer a glimpse into local life. They're lively and colourful, featuring baskets loaded with fruit, vegetables, flowers, spices and varieties of rice. There are trays of live chickens, dead chickens, freshly slaughtered pigs, sardines, multi-hued cakes, ready-made offerings and stalls selling es cendol (colourful iced coconut drink), bubur (rice porridge) or nasi campur (rice with a choice of side dishes) for breakfast.

Among the traditional markets to visit are Kuta’s Pasar Kuta, Legian’s Pasar Pagi Desa Adat Legian, Denpasar’s Pasar Badung (Bali’s largest) and sprawling Klungkung Market. Morning is the best time.

Penjor Overhead

Huge, decorated penjor (ceremonial bamboo poles) appear in front of homes and on streets. Designs are diverse, but they always feature the signature drooping top – in honour of the tail of the Barong (mythical lion–dog creature) and in the shape of Gunung Agung. The decorated sampian (tips) are exquisite.


OFFBEAT BALI

From May to September, look for huge kites flying overhead; head to Sanur for the Bali Kite Festival.

Indonesian tourists flock to Joger in Kuta for silly souvenirs. It’s the south’s most popular store.

Entertaining dioramas are used to portray recent Balinese history at Denpasar’s imposing Bajra Sandhi Monument.

Mysteries abound at Goa Gajah (Elephant Cave) near Ubud. Is that a demon at the entrance? How old is it? Who made it?
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Bali Kite Festival, Sanur | RIDO ZAEN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©





Explore Bali



Canggu

Seminyak & Kerobokan

Kuta & Legian

Jimbaran

Uluwatu & Around

Nusa Dua & Around

Sanur

Denpasar & Around

Ubud & Around

East Bali



Worth a Trip


More to Do in Bali



Bali’s Walking & Driving Tours


Stroll Canggu

Walk Seminyak

Walk Kuta & Legian

Stroll Through Jimbaran

Drive Uluwatu

Walk Nusa Dua

Walk Sanur

Amble Around Denpasar

Walk Ubud

Walk Klungkung
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Pura Luhur Uluwatu | R.M. Nunes/Getty Images ©





Explore

Canggu & Around

With its buzzy hipster spirit, ever-evolving Canggu (pronounced chan-goo) beckons surfers, digital nomads and edgy holiday-makers intent on riding the latest wave – whether that’s trendy fashion, trendy venues, or an actual wave. They’re drawn to a scene that’s as alluring by day as it is by night, when crowds transition from beach clubs and cafes to restaurants and bars.
      The Canggu region is Bali’s fastest-growing area. Much of the growth is anchored by the endless swathe of beach that runs all the way to the airport. Cloistered villas lure expats, who whisk past the few remaining rice farmers. Traffic may be the ultimate revenge, as roadbuilding is decades behind settlement.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Pantai Berawa | WESTEND61/GETTY IMAGES ©

Getting Around

[image: icon-cargif]u Car & Motorcycle

Traffic around Canggu is notorious; on Jl Raya Canggu, it will often take an hour to travel 10km by car. By far your quickest option to get from A to B in the Canggu area is to use a scooter, whether rented or on ride-hailing apps like Grab and Gojek (you can also book one of their cars).

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walking

New footpaths do make walking easier, but an even better option is to use the beach to get from one end of Canggu to the other.


THE BEST

VIEWS Pura Tanah Lot

ALL-ROUND BEACH Pantai Batu Bolong

SHOPPING Love Anchor

WELLNESS SPOT Samadi Bali

TEMPLE Pura Taman Ayun
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1Top Experiences

Pura Tanah LotA4




1Experiences

1Pantai Batu BolongD4

2Pantai Munduk CatuD4

3Pantai BerawaF6

4Finns Beach ClubF6

5Atlas Beach ClubF5

6Pantai Batu MejanC3

7Pura Batu MejanC4

11Charlie Brown Bali Surf ShopF6
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TOP EXPERIENCE

Pura Tanah Lot

A hugely popular destination, Pura Tanah Lot has great spiritual significance to the Balinese. However, this can be hard to discern amid the crowds, clamour and chaos – especially for the overhyped sunsets. But if you come at the right time and have some patience, a visit here rewards.


map


PLANNING TIP

The secret to a visit to Pura Tanah Lot is to arrive before noon: you’ll beat the crowds, and the vendors will still be asleep. You’ll hear birds chirping rather than buses idling and people carping.



Setting the Stage

Set dramatically on a pillar of rock right offshore, Pura Tanah Lot is the most visited and photographed temple in Bali, but it can sometimes feel like it has all the authenticity of a stage set – even the towering rock formation that the photogenic temple sits upon is an artful reconstruction, and more than one-third of the rock is artificial. The ferocious development to the east is controversial, as many Balinese feel that the heights of some of the new resorts disrespect the temple.

A Sacred Temple

For the Balinese, Pura Tanah Lot is one of the most important and venerated sea temples, closely associated with the Majapahit priest, Nirartha.

You can walk over to the temple at low tide, but non-Balinese people are not allowed to enter the grounds, and two sacred snakes are said to live in the innermost sanctum. Follow the pathways in the gardens, along the overlooking clifftop, to escape the crowds and enjoy a more contemplative atmosphere. Immediately west along the walkway is lovely Pura Batu Bolong, connected to land by a natural bridge of stone over surf.
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Practical Considerations

To reach Tanah Lot, walkways run from the vast car parks through a sideshow of tatty souvenir shops, animal attractions and other schlock down to the sea, with clamorous screeching from loudspeakers. Try to get dropped off and picked up just north, at the small Pura Batu Mejan, to avoid the scrum.

Note that the pre- and post-sunset rush sees awful traffic, with backups stretching for kilometres. This begs the question, why not just skip Tanah Lot? Mainly because it is an important spiritual place, and the temple and its surroundings emanate an innate beauty. Come long before the sunset rush, and the entire experience can seem magical – if you avoid the worst of the marketplace excesses.


COFFEE STOP

Avoid the marketplace eating options and try one of the cliffside cafes. These aren’t the places for lunch, but you can have a morning coffee while savouring the view.





WALKING TOUR

Stroll Canggu

This glorious stroll takes you along all of Canggu’s famous beaches, from Pantai Berawa to Pantai Pererenan. Waves and surfers are a constant on your left. On your right, you’ll pass iconic beach clubs, mellow family-run cafes, a few temples, and even the odd fishing boat or two.


START
Pantai Berawa

END
Pantai Pererenan

LENGTH
3km; 3 hours
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1 Mellow & Wild

The southeast corner of the Canggu area, at Pantai Berawa, is separated from Seminyak and the south by a wide river that’s only easily crossed in the dry season (or if you’re willing to wade in the surf). Heading northwest up the beach, the bamboo beach cafes give way to the elemental thump and flash of look-at-me venues like Finns Beach Club.

2 Find Your Calm

A collection of fishing boats and huts marks Pantai Nelayan, a serene stretch of sand that offers a respite of quiet after all those beach clubs. But you’ll still find places for beers and a sun lounger.

3 The Most Popular Beach

Always busy, Pantai Batu Bolong is anchored by the legendary hangout of Old Man’s – and a vibrant mix of people. Vendors and cafes service the loungers carpeting the sand. For an elevated experience, try Times Beach Warung or head up Jl Batu Bolong for all that Canggu offers. You can even pause for an impromptu surf lesson.

4 Watch the Surfers

Continuing northwest, at Pantai Munduk Catu, the coastline opens up and a wonderful sense of space sets in. Ignore the construction cranes inland and revel in the uncrowded light-grey sand. Stretch out and watch some of Bali’s best surfers tackle the challenging breaks offshore.

5 Top Temple

At Pantai Batu Mejan (Echo Beach), the important and ever-expanding Pura Batu Mejan watches over its namesake beach. A welcome bridge spans the small river between here and Pantai Munduk Catu. If it’s early enough, you might glimpse Balinese women leaving colourful offerings; later, the colour will come from the carpet of beach umbrellas and pillows.

6 Wait for Sunset

Immediately west, you’ll see the thicket of palm trees at the beach club of La Brisa, and you might walk across the tell-tale tracks of egg-laying sea turtles to Pantai Pererenan, which is lined with family-run cafes and warungs (food stalls) that are packed at sunset. Look for the colourful statue of Dewa Baruna, ruler of the ocean, riding on Gajah Mina, the elephant-headed fish from Hindu mythology.



EXPERIENCES

Hit Canggu’s Most Popular BeachBeach

map Google map

Pantai Batu Bolong is Canggu's most popular beach. There’s something for everyone on and around these grey sands. Board shacks, beach cafes, beanbags, loungers and umbrellas line the sand between Jl Nelayan and Jl Batu Bolong. Clustered at this busy surf spot is a collection of always-busy venues, including Old Man’s.

There’s almost always a good mix of locals, expats and visitors hanging out in the cafes, surfing the breaks or watching all the action from the sand. From here, it’s a short stroll to the area’s other beaches, making it a perfect first stop in Canggu.

Surf Canggu’s BreaksSurfing

map Google map

Batu Bolong might fall far short of Indonesia’s finest reef-break waves, but the beach break is arguably the most iconic longboarding wave in the country. Every hipster kook and nose-riding hotshot will come here to catch a wave or two.

Known locally as ‘Old Man’s’ (for the thronged party venue a block back from the beach), the beach break here has waves that tend to break far outside, only to reform again, creating a slow, cruisy middle section that could be custom-designed for longboards.

Just a few minutes west from Batu Bolong, you’ll find a stretch of great waves leading up to Pantai Munduk Catu. There are well-shaped waves here, both for longboarding and shortboard-ripping, but they’re ideally suited to more experienced surfers who are drawn by the steeper faces and the intimidating rocks, which keep crowds to an absolute minimum.

You can rent boards of all sizes on Canggu’s beaches – expect to pay about 50,000Rp for an hour and a half.

Soak up the Sunshine at Pantai BerawaParty Beach

map Google map

The thump of deep bass from world-class sound systems gives Pantai Berawa a literal buzz. The grey volcanic sand here (look for ‘Brawa Beach’ on the signs) has a plethora of trendy and popular beach cafes and bars, and it’s a great place to take surf lessons. The beach slopes steeply into foaming water, and overlooking it all, behind vast and throbbing Finns Beach Club, is the vast estate of fashionista Paul Ropp. Just next door to Finns is Atlas Beach Club. Yet even in this area, you can find some quiet at the southwest end – a favourite with dog owners and sunset gazers – where low-key beach cafes rule and the roar of the surf trumps all.


Party at Berawa’s Beach ClubsBeach Clubs

Located on Pantai Berawa, Finns Beach Club (map Google map) is a pulsing all-day party venue that sets the stage for days and nights of hedonism. For those on the scene, this is absolute paradise – DJs set the vibe as revellers order drinks from swim-up bars, roller-skaters wearing retro hot-pants weave between pools, and figures with glitterballs for heads dance up a storm. With up to 5000 people partying, there’s never a dull moment. Entrance is free, but you’ll need to spend a large minimum to claim a daybed; prices increase depending on the level of exclusivity you’re after (VIP areas come in escalating flavours of cost). The nine bars (and roaming shot-pourers) keep patrons well hydrated, while the eateries take care of the munchies.

Immediately northwest, Atlas Beach Club (map Google map) is even larger but has a vibe that’s more Ibiza or Mykonos. Still, special events bring in world-class DJs, and it has enough ribbons of video screens to rival a sports stadium.


BRUNCH CANGGU-STYLE

Brunch is a weekend tradition (almost a way of life!) from Manhattan to Melbourne, and in Canggu as well. But in keeping with the local vibe, brunch isn’t just for weekends here – rather, it’s a daily passion pursued with as much vigour as can be mustered in this laid-back corner of Bali.

While eateries serving up the perfect croissant, bowl of muesli or some other dish featuring the words ‘Benedict’ or ‘açaí’ abound, there are three essential spots: Milk & Madu (map Google map), Brunch Club Pererenan (map) and Hungry Bird (map Google map). All get packed out, and for good reason, so prepare to queue.



Surf & Sunset at Pantai Batu MejanSurfing

map Google map

Pantai Batu Mejan – otherwise known as Echo Beach, named for a long-gone beach bar – boasts one of Bali’s best surf spots. Surf fans flock to the bamboo arches of the boho-chic La Brisa beach club, or one of the dozens of family-run beach cafes, to watch the spectacle. And there's plenty to see, thanks to the high-tide left-hander here that regularly tops 2m. The grey-ish sand right in front of the developments can vanish at high tide, but you’ll find wide strands to the east and west. Pantai Batu Bolong is only 500m east.


Overlooking it all is the centuries-old Pura Batu Mejan (map Google map) complex, which is ever-expanding thanks to the wealth brought in by tourism. Although all the beaches in Canggu are popular at sunset, these sands combine the triple draws of twilight surf action, evocative vistas west and a sundowner venue for every taste and style.

Learn to SurfSurf Lessons

Surf lessons are available on an ad-hoc basis on all of Canggu’s beaches, and start from about 350,000Rp. For something more organised, Charlie Brown Bali Surf Shop (map Google map) is on a quieter stretch of Pantai Berawa and wins raves from satisfied clients who show up board-averse and find themselves riding a wave by the end of their first day. It’s got a fun bamboo-thatch vibe to its hut on the sand.

For serious students, Mojosurf Camp (map Google map) runs intensive courses that also include accommodation and transportation. Beginners appreciate Pantai Nelayan (map Google map) as a location. It’s worth visiting, since it’s more mellow than the always-popular Pantai Batu Bolong.

Groove to Canggu’s BeatsLive Music

Canggu easily has Bali’s most diverse and alluring collection of places to hear live music, from intimate hideaways to booming beachside clubs.

Gimme Shelter Bali (map Google map) is a rock-’n-roll bar with live music most nights. It’s always sweaty. The secret bar everybody loves – and knows about – is über-hip Peels Records & Bar (map), which has a distinct retro vibe. More mellow, Lusa By/Suka (map Google map) features acoustic live music many nights – it’s the place for couples who actually want to hear each other talk.

Shady Fox (map) might be a clandestine cocktail parlour, but DJs and live music take centre stage. Almost on the beach at Batu Bolong, the legendary Old Man’s (map Google map) – with its wide selection of drinks – is a great after-dark party venue.

Finally, brand-sensation Deus Ex Machina is as hip as Canggu gets (which is pretty hip). Come here for live music; go home with a new haircut and a fresh tattoo.

Shop for SurprisesMarkets

Markets with vendors selling crafts, prepared foods, organic produce, health tonics, offbeat novelties and much more are all the rage every Saturday and Sunday in Canggu. These open-air bazaars are one-stop shops for everything from Balinese souvenir essentials (circular rattan purse, anyone?) to chic custom-leather goods and delicate, handmade jewellery.


Foremost is Love Anchor (map Google map). Built in a traditional joglo (Javanese house) style, this wood- and palm-tree-laden complex is a trifecta of hipster retail, food and shopping. You can kick back with a Bintang or fuel up on everything from pizzas and burgers to smoothies and vegan fare before browsing boutiques, idiosyncratic stalls and surf shops.

Look for the soaring retro neon sign at Shocked Dog Market (map). Its selection leans offbeat and abounds with surprises. Samadi Bali's Sunday Market (map) is in the namesake organic supermarket and has an eclectic range of food and crafts. Don’t miss the gelato.

Doing the Downward-Facing DogYoga

Manic Canggu is close to Ubud in its devotion to all things yoga. There is something for everyone here, from beginners to lifelong yogis, hippies to hipsters. Near Pantai Nelayan, family-owned, permaculture-based Serenity Eco Guesthouse (map Google map) is a down-to-earth yoga resort offering eight classes a day, including aerial yoga.

Samadi Bali is a suitably peaceful yoga and wellness centre (and a boutique, supermarket and restaurant) that offers a dozen or more classes throughout the day. Different healers and therapists work from this lovely space.

From its breezy, bamboo-covered rooftop location on Jl Nelayan, Radiantly Alive (map Google map) boasts sweeping views, so be sure to come for a sunset yoga class. Another popular space is the Practice (map Google map) on Jl Pantai Batu Bolong. It might appear contemporary in style, but all classes here are rooted in traditional Hatha yoga. It’s a powerful and grounded space.

Most studios provide mats and blocks, and you don’t typically need to book a class in advance.


BALI’S FAVOURITE DISH

Babi guling is the quintessential Balinese dish, whether for a quick meal or as part of a ceremony. A whole pig is stuffed with spices, including chilli, turmeric, ginger and garlic, basted in turmeric and coconut oil, and skewered on a wooden spit over an open fire. Turned for hours, the meat is redolent with smoke and flavour, and served with crackling and rice. Many warungs specialise in babi (look for the image of a skewered pig hanging outside), but Canggu’s Babi Guling Men Lari (map) is widely regarded as one of the island’s best.



Discover ArtGalleries

All manner of stylish and trendy shops and boutiques dot Canggu's crowded streets. Most notable is the growing number of galleries featuring Balinese and international artists. Many have regular special exhibits, offering an ideal alternative to yet more time on an idyllic beach (or a cultured refuge during a rain squall).

Not far from Pantai Batu Mejan, Museum of Space Available (map) lives up to the promise of its name, with a wide range of ever-changing exhibits that delight and challenge. Newish Russ Gallery (map Google map) down by mellowish Pantai Nelayan is lauded for its commitment to young Balinese artists. Many of the works pop right off the walls with their bold portrayals of local life and nature.

Medium (map Google map), on a vibrant strip of Jl Pantai Berawa, mixes artful homeware with work from some of Bali’s best painters.

Visit a Historic Cultural OutpostHistoric Hotel

map Google map

One thing Canggu isn't is very Balinese. But one enclave stands as a bastion of local tradition and culture. Hotel Tugu Bali, owned by an Indonesian art collector, is steeped in the archipelago's history and traditions. Walking into this antique-filled property is an evocative journey into the Indonesia of old, and experiences like Balinese dance, cooking classes, ceremonial dinners and traditional spa treatments offer a chance to connect with local culture. Don’t miss the hotel’s Bale Puputan museum, featuring a collection of artefacts from Bali’s 1906 war with the Dutch.

Explore Quieter BeachesRelaxed Beaches

map

Canggu’s frenetic tourism development now stretches west from Pantai Berawa to Pura Tanah Lot and beyond. But northwest of Pantai Pererenan (which is scorching hot with trendy openings), you can still find crescents of sand that recall a quieter Bali – at least for now. These beaches can be reached by any of the many small roads that head down to the sand, slipping past the burgeoning villa developments of the rice fields. Come here to escape the crowds and do a little exploration as you ride the waves of development along the coast.

Closest to the Canggu area, Pantai Seseh is a wide grey-sand beach with a lot of villas and waterfront cafes that are good for watching the surf and sunsets. Beach loungers are easily rented. Planned enormous resorts have sparked much community opposition over their size and gaudy architecture: some seem to break the local rule that says no structure should be taller than a palm tree.


Catch Sunset at a Serene TempleHindu Temple

The area known as Cemagi makes a wonderful 20-minute side trip from Canggu and the busy beaches further southeast. Pura Gede Luhur Batu Ngaus (map) sits atop a dramatic outcrop of black lava rock jutting out into the pounding waves. It has all the classic elements of a Balinese temple, and looks like a mini version of Tanah Lot, which is a further 3km northwest. To the immediate southeast, there is a long series of simple warungs serving drinks and snacks at cliffside tables. The views of the striking coastline are sweeping and – traffic aside – it's a great place at sunset, especially along the relaxed and traffic-free cliff path southeast of the waterfront road. Just north of the temple is the black-sand Pantai Mengening (map), a fine place to while away an afternoon.

Road access is a problem in Cemagi, with traffic chokepoints and narrow roads that peter out near the ocean. Motorbikes are the best way to get around.

Visit an Extraordinary TempleHindu Temple

map

One of the most rewarding temples to visit in Bali is Pura Taman Ayun, a beautiful place of enveloping calm. This huge royal water temple in Mengwi, 11km north of Canggu, is surrounded by a wide, elegant moat. It was the main temple of the Mengwi kingdom, which survived until 1891 before being conquered by neighbouring kingdoms. The complex was built in 1634 and extensively renovated in 1937.

The first courtyard is an open grassy expanse. The jeroan (inner courtyard) is screened by a low wall, which, unusually for Bali, allows easy viewing of the thicket of evocative meru (multi-roofed shrines) within. The canal-bordered walk around the perimeter of the jeroan is a sublime treat.

Lotus blossoms fill the temple’s frangipani-shaded pools, and the temple is part of the subak system of rice-field irrigation, recognised by UNESCO. Fittingly, canals and water features are found throughout. A small museum and an excellent video presentation are included in the admission cost.


MORE QUIET SPOTS

Development is also in full swing north of Sungai Jeh Poh. For now, the adjoining beaches of Pantai Nyanyi (map) and Pantai Sanja (map), 8km from Pantai Seseh, are lovely expanses of dark sand that are ready and waiting to be enjoyed.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $$ Midrange     $$$ Top End

[image: img]
Eating

Indonesian Fare

Warung Barokah 99$

map Google map

Traditional, spicy fare on Canggu’s busiest strip – try Masakan Padang (buffet-style Padang cuisine). 10am-10pm

Warung Sunshine$

map Google map

This rooftop eatery serves up Indonesian classics and a selection of Western dishes. 8am-10pm

Made’s Warung Berawa$$

map Google map

The vast indoor and outdoor playgrounds here are an absolute delight. Made’s also has a daycare and hosts kids’ events. 8am-10pm

Vegetarian

Oma Jamu$

map

Affordable eatery with a good vegan breakfast buffet until 11am, and a mixed-plate offering thereafter. 8am-10pm

Shady Shack$$

map Google map

This destination cafe has an extensive menu of solely vegan and vegetarian fare, including all-day breakfasts and share plates. 8am-10pm

Kynd Community$$

map Google map

Owned by TV chef Lauren Camilleri and 100% plant-based, come here for breakfast and stick around for Kynd’s cooking course. 8am-10pm

Neighbourhood Food$$

map Google map

This soulful, humble cafe supports local producers and artisans. Good selection for vegans. 8am-10pm

Beachfront Dining

Times Beach Warung$

map Google map

Locally owned, laid-back cafe welcomes the sunrise and is a good place to grab a coffee. Kick back on a beanbag on the sand for meals throughout the day. 6am-8pm

Hippie Fish$$

map Google map

Chic beachfront restaurant with a rooftop bars; Mediterranean-inspired menu. 8am-10pm

Yuki$$

map Google map

Elegant Japanese restaurant with beach views. Superb food, excellent seafood and plant-based options. 11am-10pm

À La Folie Bali$$$

map Google map

Inviting rooftop restaurant with top-end cuisine. Also a daytime venue: enjoy grilled seafood and dips in the pool. 10am-7pm

Great Meals

Arte$$

map Google map

Near Pantai Pererenan, enjoy tasty Italian food with a suitably tropical vibe; linger for exhibits by local artists and live jazz. 10am-11pm

Deus Ex Machina$$

map Google map

Adjacent to the Deus lifestyle store, the namesake cafe serves top-notch casual fare. 8am-late


Pescado Bali$$$

map

The presentation of meals at this small Spanish seafood eatery turns dinner into a memorable culinary experience. Romantic. 11am-10pm
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Drinking

Indonesian Coffee

Anomali Coffee

map Google map

This roasting company is known and loved for specialising in Indonesian coffee, plus good meals from breakfast onwards. 6am-6pm

Kawisari Coffee Farm Shop & Eatery

map Google map

Try coffee made the traditional Indonesian way – it’s all grown on the owner’s farm (established in 1870) in eastern Java. 8am-8pm

Satusatu

map Google map

The Sudanas have been producing coffee since 1985 using agricultural traditions dating back generations. 8am-4pm

Good Mantra

map Google map

Comfy sofas and relaxing nooks in which to chat, hold meetings or sip great coffee. Plant-based lunches. 8am-8pm

Beautiful Drinks

Behind the Green Door

map Google map

An intimate, exclusive weekend speakeasy known for beautifully presented cocktails and liqueurs, along with late-night beats. 6pm-4am, Fri & Sat

Black Sand Brewery

map

Craft beers are brewed on-site, and Black Sand’s IPA, Kölsch, pilsner and ales are available on tap, along with guest taps. noon-midnight

Club Soda

map Google map

Great all-rounder with moody lighting behind the bar and lots of clever cocktails (get something with the addictive dried pineapple). Good snacks. 6pm-1am

Beachfront Drinks

La Brisa

map Google map

Bohemian-style beach club with extensive drinks. Quaff on the sand or in their bamboo fantasyland. Up-close daytime surf views. 10am-11pm

Lawn

map Google map

DJs rock the decks at this intimate and chic beach club. Perfect for when you’re ready for something more than a pillow on the sand. 10am-10pm
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Shopping

Locally Made Goods

Dylan Board Store

map Google map

Big-wave rider Dylan Longbottom runs this custom surfboard shop. A talented shaper, he creates boards for novices and pros. 10am-8pm

Cove Island Essentials

map Google map

Locally designed and produced casual wear in muted colours. The relaxed aesthetic is Bali-centric. 10am-8pm

Indigo Luna

map Google map

This Bali brand excels at casual wear you can wear any time of the Canggu day. Bathing suits fit the local vibe. 10am-8pm

Crate Concept

map Google map

Daring fashion for women, designed and made locally. Next to its namesake cafe, the clothes aspire to more than mere casual wear. 8am-2pm, Thu-Tue





Explore

Seminyak & Kerobokan

Fabulous Seminyak is the centre of life for hordes of the island’s expats, many of whom own boutiques, design clothes, surf or (seemingly) do nothing at all. It’s also among the most popular destinations for visitors, and home to scores of restaurants, clubs and a wealth of designer shops. World-class hotels line the beach, and what a beach it is – as wide and sandy as Kuta’s, but less crowded and more powdery than Canggu’s.
      Kerobokan seamlessly merges with Seminyak – the exact border between the two is as fuzzy as most other geographic details in Bali. Kerobokan features some of Bali’s best restaurants and shopping, and seriously plush villas.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walking

Footpaths here are generally in good condition, so walking is a great way to explore the area, particularly if you’re shopping. The beach is also a fine way to cover ground quickly. The south end of Seminyak’s beach features a paved beachwalk, and you can stroll right through to Kuta.

[image: icon-scootergif] Scooter

Scooters easily zip around traffic, but parking can be hard to find. Apps like Grab and Gojek save the hassle of trying to snare a taxi. Note: traffic jams here are epic.


THE BEST

BEACH Pantai Batu Belig

BEACH CLUB Potato Head

LOCAL FOOD Pasar Kerobokan

COOKING SCHOOL Nia Cooking Class

SPA Bodyworks
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1Experiences

1Pantai Batu BeligA1

2Alila SeminyakB3

3Warung PantaiA2

4Potato HeadB2

5Pura PetitengetB3

6Pura MascetiB3

7Pasar KerobokanE1

8Warung Eny’sG1

9Warung SulawesiC1

10Rumah Makan Pondok DuoE3

11Nia Cooking ClassC4

12Bintang SupermarketF5

13BiasaF5

14Magali PascalC2

15MercrediE3

16BodyworksB3

17Spring SpaC3

18Lagoon SpaG6

19Jari MenariF4

20La FavelaE3

21MirrorC2

22Ku De TaC4

23Bali JoeE5




5Eating

24BikuB3

25SangsakaD2

26Merah PutihC2

27Mama SanE3

28ShrimpisB3

29Starfish BlooA2

30SardineE1

31Warung Murah Double SixE6

32Felicity EspressoE6

33Shelter CafeF5




6Drinking

34Motel MexicolaB3

35La PlanchaD6

36Iron Fairies BaliC2

37RevolverD4

38Double-Six Rooftop Sunset BarD6

39Woobar BaliA2

40South+East Brewing CoF1




7Shopping

41Kara Home LivingH3

42Kaula BaliE1

43Home BasketH4

44Mercia Home LivingG2

45NamuB2

46Bamboo BlondeD3

47Lily JeanC3

48Lucy’s BatikE3

49Purpa Fine Art GalleryF3

50Drifter Surf ShopD3

51SandioE3










WALKING TOUR

Walk Seminyak

Seminyak’s stretch of beach lies halfway along the gentle arc that sweeps from the airport to (almost) reach Pura Tanah Lot. It morphs from busy Double Six Beach through beach bars, beach clubs and wide-open expanses to Pantai Batu Belig. Given the traffic, the beach is more than a beautiful walk: it’s a great way to quickly get around.


START
Double Six Beach

END
Pura Dalem Segara Bias Saud

LENGTH
3.2km; 2 hours
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1 The Liveliest Beach

The magnificent paved beachwalk that starts by the airport and runs through Kuta and Legian continues into Seminyak at Double Six Beach. There’s always something on the go here: students learning to surf, families playing ball on the sand, or couples taking selfies with the ocean backdrop. Beach bars offer all-day imbibements.

2 A Carnival of Delights

Head north along the path towards La Plancha. Along the way, you'll encounter vendors selling everything from sarongs and bracelets to speakers, card games, kites and sunglasses. Women wander between the daybeds and offer massages, manicures, hair-braiding and henna tattoos. As afternoon transitions to evening, beach bars set up for sunset by pulling out colourful beanbags and stringing lights under umbrellas.

3 Blissful Retreat at the Oberoi

The paved beachwalk ends after a tiny bridge over a stream. Now you’ve reached the beautifully understated and much-copied Oberoi, a refined, Balinese-style beachside retreat that’s been in operation since 1971. Even today, it remains so exclusive that the beach in front resembles an untouched, private domain.

4 The Original Beach Club

Head further north and you’ll understand why Seminyak is revered for its beach clubs: the pioneer of the lot is Ku De Ta, which has been offering glam beach fun for two decades. The uncrowded sand that began at the Oberoi continues here. Vendors offer peaceful sun loungers.

5 A Sacred Beach

Next up is Pantai Petitenget, the scene of regular purification ceremonies, with Pura Petitenget just off the sand.

6 Coconuts & Surf

Continue north from Pantai Petitenget to reach Pantai Batu Belig, a worthy (and quiet) place to pause and sip on a coconut while watching the surf.

7 A Serene Temple

Finish at the small temple of Pura Dalem Segara Bias Saud. The river flowing into the ocean complicates continuing the walk to Pantai Berawa and Canggu, but you can take the little footbridge (just behind the temple) over the lagoon to Café del Mar Beach Club, where you can summon a ride (the street from here to Canggu is not pedestrian-friendly) and then continue the walk.



EXPERIENCES

Enjoy Seminyak’s Best BeachBeach

The northern section of Seminyak’s long strip of sand is blissfully quiet. Here, at Pantai Batu Belig (map Google map), you can rent an umbrella and beach lounger, sip on a coconut or cold Bintang bought from one of the vendors on the beach, and settle in for a day of near-constant entertainment watching the surf, the surfers and the passing parade of people.

The sand narrows here, but there are some good places for a drink, both grand – see top-end hotel Alila Seminyak (map Google map) – and simple – see expat favourite Warung Pantai (map Google map). With terraced seating down to the sand and a plethora of mismatched chairs, Pantai is one of a bunch of drinking shacks lining the beach just north of the W Bali. Enjoy cheap drinks, fresh fruit juices and good Indonesian fare (the peanuts are tops).

FYI: This entire beach is a secret weapon for sunset fans in the know.

Plunge into Potato HeadBeach Club

map Google map

Seminyak is revered for its beach clubs, where you can lounge on plush daybeds beside infinity pools and sip on fresh coconuts or tropical cocktails while DJs mix sultry tunes. Potato Head takes this experience to a whole new level. The hugely popular property (which combines a beach club, nightclub, five restaurants and two luxury hotels) is driven by the ethos ‘good times, do good’, and from the moment you arrive, you’re made aware of how your carbon footprint will be reduced. Exhibits detail the club’s green ethos in great detail.

Wander up off the sand or follow the long drive off Jl Petitenget and you’ll find much to amuse on Potato Head's grounds, from the enticing pool to restaurants like the swanky Kaum and zero-waste Ijen, along with a pizza garden, lots of lounges and patches of lawn for chillin’ the night away under the stars. New for 2024, famed British DJ Harvey has opened a new on-site nightclub, Klymax Discotheque.

Witness Balinese Hindu TraditionsHindu Temple

Standing guard on Seminyak’s popular beachfront is Pura Petitenget (map Google map), one of a series of Balinese temples built to protect the island from evil spirits. Its name translates loosely as ‘magic chest’, and according to legend, the name relates back to when the 16th-century Hindu priest Nirartha transformed Buto Ijo, a malicious beast, into the guardian of the nearby village. As Nirartha exorcised evil spirits from the area, he captured them in wooden chests, which were kept under the watch of Buto Ijo (look for his statue at the temple's northern corner).

With the iconic candi bentar (split gateways) at its entrance, a meru (multi-roofed shrine) on top and intricate stone carvings throughout, Pura Petitenget is a fantastic example of Balinese temple architecture. When one of the frequent ceremonies isn't on, you can enter. Adjoining the temple is Pura Masceti (map Google map), an agricultural temple where farmers pray and savvy builders make offerings of forgiveness before planting yet another villa in the rice fields.

Savour Local FareBalinese & Indonesian Eateries

Seminyak and Kerobokan have plenty to offer the hungry traveller, especially with the huge range of top-end restaurants designed to wow visitors. However, the neighbourhood's stylish streets are also home to an array of more humble eateries aimed at residents and visitors looking for excellent Balinese and Indonesian fare.

In the evening, night markets such as Pasar Kerobokan (map Google map) come to life. Here, the stalls offer a culinary journey that takes in some of Indonesia’s most popular dishes. Look for iconic dishes like sate ikan (fish satay) and soto ayam (chicken soup), as well as es teler: this Indonesian favourite is an improbable taste sensation – a chunky combination of jelly cubes, ice, avocado, grated cheese, jackfruit, coconut milk and condensed milk.

Other great options include Warung Eny’s (map Google map), where the namesake chef cooks wonderful Balinese fare; the popular Warung Sulawesi (map Google map), with its excellent buffet of local foods; and Rumah Makan Pondok Duo (map Google map), which serves spicy Padang-style fare from West Sumatra.


All About Arak

Once considered backstreet hooch, arak (colourless, distilled palm wine) now features on many of Bali’s trendy cocktail menus. Not to be confused with Middle Eastern arak (made from grapes and anis), Bali’s arak can be tapped from more than a dozen different trees, most commonly the aren palm. Non-alcoholic tuak is the juice that is first collected before fermentation begins. Once fermented, the potent arak reaches around 40% alcohol content. Take care when consuming arak produced in village stills and/or sold in reused water bottles, as cases of methanol poisoning (leading to blindness and death) have occurred.




Learn Balinese CookingCooking School

map Google map

Bali’s tropical climate and fertile volcanic soils yield an astounding range of fruit, vegetables, herbs and spices – and enrolling in a cooking class provides you with an excellent opportunity to explore how these ingredients shape Balinese cuisine while also embarking on a multilayered experience that, as cliché as it sounds, really is a feast for the senses. Most cooking classes begin with a trip to a local market to shop for fresh ingredients.

At Nia Cooking Class (niacookingclass.com), which is based on the edge of the market on Jl Kayu Aya, the morning evolves as you set about making iconic Balinese dishes like the delicately flavoured minced-fish mix for sate lilit ikan (minced fish satay). The class ends with a feast – leaving you not only with a full belly but also a deeper understanding of the age-old culinary traditions of this wonderful island.

Shop till You DropShopping

Seminyak and Kerobokan have it all: designer boutiques (Bali has a thriving fashion industry), retro-chic stores, slick galleries, wholesale emporiums and family-run workshops. On any of the streets listed below, you can hit the footpaths and browse the retail delights.

The best shopping starts on Jl Raya Seminyak at Bintang Supermarket (map Google map) and runs north as it morphs into Jl Basangkasa. A noteworthy stop is Biasa (map Google map), Bali-based fashion designer Susanna Perini’s premier shop. The retail cavalcade continues on Jl Kayu Aya and Jl Kayu Jati, which then becomes Jl Petitenget. This is ground zero for Bali shopping, with hundreds of boutiques and shops. Famous names include Magali Pascal (map Google map), the iconic French-owned boutique with Parisian-style clothing, and Mercredi (map Google map), a beloved homeware store.

Heading north from Jl Sunset, Jl Raya Kerobokan is good for antiques and homeware. To the east, streets such as Jl Gunung Tangkuban Perahu and Jl Gunung Athena are lined with all manner of interesting shops selling and manufacturing housewares, baubles, fabric and other intriguing items.

Rejuvenate Body & SoulSpas

Spas are to Seminyak and Kerobokan as cafes are to Canggu, and you can hardly wander two minutes down any busy street without someone waving a brochure at you. The spa scene offers a harmonious fusion of traditional Balinese healing techniques and contemporary wellness practices, and there is something here for everyone – from absolute budget salons to ultra-luxurious destination day-spas that are sanctuaries of indulgence.

At Bodyworks (map Google map), you might be tempted to come just for the gorgeous Morocco-inspired design, but the luxurious treatments are even better. And located on the rooftop of Seminyak Village Mall, contemporary Spring Spa (map Google map) offers urban views with many of its treatments. Its sunset package is a stunner.

Lagoon Spa (map Google map) is a light and airy luxury day-spa with facilities that include a swimming pool, sauna and Jacuzzi. Long a favourite, Jari Menari (map Google map) is famous for massages given only by men, and the spa's unique blend of massage styles on offer is considered by many to be the best on the island.

Try Closing the ClubsNightclubs

Like your vision at 2am, the division between restaurant, bar and club blurs in Seminyak and Kerobokan. There are late-night venues for cutting loose, no matter your style.

La Favela (map Google map) seduces with full bohemian flair at South Bali’s most popular nightspot. Themed rooms lead you on a confounding tour from dimly lit speakeasy cocktail lounges and antique dining rooms to graffiti-splashed bars. Upwards of 8000 people dance the night away here on weekends.

More intimate, Mirror (map Google map) is sort of like a cathedral from Harry Potter, albeit with an unholy amount of lighting effects and electronica. Legendary beach club Ku De Ta (map Google map) teems with Bali’s beautiful people (including those whose status is purely aspirational). The music throbs with increasing intensity through the night.

One of several LGBTIQ+ venues along the Jl Camplung Tanduk strip, Bali Joe (map Google map) features drag queens and go-go dancers nightly.


Spa Etiquette

Plan your time You can walk into most budget spas and have a treatment straight away, but book ahead (sometimes a week in advance) for popular destination spas like Bodyworks.
Protect your skin Keep in mind that sunburns and spa treatments don’t often go well together; helpfully, some spas do offer soothing after-sun treatments.
What to wear Most spas (budget ones included) will give you disposable underwear to change into for your treatment.
Tipping Some of the larger spas might include a 10% service charge in your bill. At smaller spas, a tip won’t often be expected but will of course be appreciated.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget    $$ Midrange    $$$ Top End
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Eating

Creative Indonesian

Biku$$

map Google map

Newly relocated to a larger location, Biku retains everything else that’s made it one of Bali's most popular higher-end Indonesian eateries. 8am-10pm

Sangsaka$$

map Google map

This casual restaurant serves well-nuanced versions of Indonesian dishes from across the archipelago. 6-11pm

Merah Putih$$

map Google map

The name means ‘red and white’ – the colours of Indonesia's flag. In a soaring dining room, this restaurant celebrates food from throughout Indonesia. noon-midnight

Memorable Meals

Mama San$$

map Google map

This popular and stylish warehouse-sized space offers creative Southeast Asian dishes; the long cocktail list provides liquid balm. noon-10pm

Shrimpis$$

map Google map

Known for their superb seafood, particularly the shrimp (farmed by the restaurant) and oysters – some say the best in Bali. noon-11pm

Starfish Bloo$$$

map Google map

Cool, breezy and stylish, beachfront Starfish Bloo celebrates seafood caught in the waters around Bali. Their lavish Sunday brunch is popular. 8am-10pm

Sardine$$$

map Google map

Fresh seafood is the star at this casual yet stylish restaurant set in a beautiful bamboo pavilion overlooking a private rice field. noon-midnight

Cafe Fare

Warung Murah Double Six$

map Google map

The word murah means 'cheap', and this long-running eatery has an affordable menu – some mains cost under 40,000Rp. 9am-9pm

Felicity Espresso$

map Google map

A lovely cafe serving Indonesian and Western fare. Brilliant spot for an early breakfast and coffee. 6am-9pm

Shelter Cafe$$

map Google map

This second-storey cafe brims with beautiful people, strong coffee and açaí bowls piled high. Healthy fare. 7am-5pm
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Drinking

Drinks with Flair

Motel Mexicola

map Google map

Strikingly bold colours and retro patterns fuel the fun at this Mexican bar and restaurant. 11am-1am

La Plancha

map Google map

Beanbags on the beach and lights strung under umbrellas make this one of Bali’s most colourful sunset spots. DJ plays from dusk. 11am-11pm


Iron Fairies Bali

map Google map

This high-concept bar channels a foundry with an interior that’s wrought iron and metalwork. Whimsical details abound, best enjoyed after a few. 7pm-3am

Having a Few

Revolver

map Google map

With inspiration taken from a Wild West saloon, this intimate cafe/bar is loved for its coffee. Try the espresso martini. 6am-11pm

Double-Six Rooftop Sunset Bar

map Google map

Settle onto a lounger at the infinity pond in one of Bali’s largest rooftop bars. Singlet-wearing partiers need not queue for the elevator. 5-11pm

Woobar Bali

map Google map

Plush sofas set under strings of lights and tall palm trees set the tone for a stylish, laid-back evening. 10am-midnight

South+East Brewing Co

map Google map

This breezy spot specialises in top microbrews from around Indonesia. Try a flight of tropical-fruit IPAs. Good bar food. noon-midnight

[image: img]
Shopping

Homeware

Kara Home Living

map Google map

Packed with locally made products, this is a convenient one-stop homeware store. 10am-8pm

Kaula Bali

map

Order bespoke handmade leather products, or book a session and make your own. Workshops vary from one day to one week. 10am-8pm

Home Basket

map Google map

Baskets in myriad styles, sizes and colours, and decorative tableware. 10am-6pm

Mercia Home Living

map Google map

Gorgeous home decor, from cushions to rattan lampshades. 10am-8pm

Fashion

Namu

map Google map

Handmade resort-wear and frilly dresses suitable for tropical climes. Staff are lauded for their helpfulness. 10am-8pm

Bamboo Blonde

map Google map

Shop for frocks and formal wear at this cheery designer boutique. Everything designed and made in Bali. 10am-9pm

Lily Jean

map Google map

This designer shop combines international allure with local motifs. 9am-10pm

Lucy’s Batik

map Google map

Lucy’s is a good spot for the finest batik clothing. Also sells material by the metre. 10am-8pm

Quality Merchandise

Purpa Fine Art Gallery

map Google map

Long-time gallery shows Bali’s best artists, going back to the most notable names of the 1930s. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat

Drifter Surf Shop

map Google map

High-end surf fashion, surfboards, books and brands such as Obey and Wegener. Started by two savvy surfer dudes. 9am-10pm

Sandio

map Google map

Superior leather shoes and sandals at great prices. Replace the one you lost riding on your scooter. 10am-8pm





Explore

Kuta & Legian

Once the epicentre of mass tourism, the grit and cacophony of Kuta and Legian have become notorious through (often overhyped) reports of tourists behaving badly. Although it’s still the first place most visitors hit in Bali, the region isn’t for everyone. Kuta has ugly, narrow lanes jammed with sleazy souvenir shops, incessant motorbikes and bleating offers of ‘massage’. Flash shopping malls and chain hotels are replacing the neighbourhood's charming family-run businesses.
      Legian appeals to a slightly older crowd. It’s equally commercial and has a long row of family-friendly hotels near the beach. Yet, Kuta and Legian still hold one unbeatable attribute: that long, wonderful beach.
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See for eating and drinking listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walking

These days, the urban sprawl and logjams of traffic make walking the best (and often fastest) way to get around Kuta and Legian. Legian’s lanes are best explored on foot, since there can be a hidden gem even down the most humble of alleyways. The paved beachwalk is your ticket to Seminyak.

[image: icon-cargif]u Car & Motorcycle

Many backstreet lanes are abuzz with scooters and brave taxis. Rides – both motorcycle and car – are widely available (book through the Grab or Gojek apps).


THE BEST

SOUVENIR SHOP Joger

SURF SCHOOL Rip Curl School of Surf

SUNSET VIEW Kuta Social Club

PLACE FOR FAMILY FROLICS Waterbom

MARKET Pasar Kuta





WALKING TOUR

Walk Kuta & Legian

Kuta’s beach runs from Tuban near the airport in the south through Legian and on to Seminyak in the north. It's 5km of lovely sand, and the attractions and appeal are surprisingly diverse. Lonely stretches, plenty of vendors, commercial clamour and more await. The paved beachwalk, which extends the entire length and beyond into Seminyak, is an added bonus.


START
Pantai Sekeh

END
Pantai Padma

LENGTH
5km; 3 hours
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1 Fishing Boats & Airliners

Wind your way along the narrow lane immediately north of the airport's fuel storage tanks to the little haven of Pantai Sekeh, where there are a couple of warung (food stalls) and a few fishing boats. Jets roar nearby, and at Kuta Reef the surf break roars offshore. Head north along the beachwalk.

2 Sandy Expanses

The sands here are usually sparsely populated. The artificial beaches reach a point at the soaring, 18m-high Patung Triratna Amreta Bhuwana, a flamboyant statue depicting the three forces of life in Hindu mythology. When a tidy cluster of cafes and warungs comes into view, you've reached Pantai Jerman, named for some otherwise forgotten German surfer from long ago. Pause for a drink here.

3 Turtle Society

Look for the big concrete turtle that marks the Bali Sea Turtle Society (@baliseaturtlesociety), which allows visitors to help release newly hatched turtles into the ocean. Eggs are collected from the beaches (saving them from egg hunters) and then incubated in the sand here (take a look) before they're released. The hatching season is usually from March to October. Check online for release dates, and join in.

4 Legendary Beach

The swath of sand known as Pantai Kuta begins at Pantai Segara. Along here, it’s all about the people watching, so order a Bintang or a fresh coconut from a beachfront vendor (who will invariably have a sign reading 'bloody cold piss') and settle in for the show of surfers ripping the waves and beginners getting catapulted into the shore break, dogs and children racing each other, and travellers and residents mingling and chatting on mismatched plastic chairs.

5 Thrasher Playground

Pantai Kuta isn't all sand and surf: it's also skateboards. Kuta Beach Skatepark draws residents and visitors alike to pop ollies, grind rails and shred the bowl.

6 Fewer Crowds

Pantai Padma is otherwise known as Legian Beach. It's calmer, the beer vendor huts are more substantial and the sands are less crowded. It flows seamlessly into Double Six Beach and Seminyak.




[image: jpg]



1Experiences

1Pantai SegaraB4

2Kuta ReefA6

3Kuta Art MarketC5

4BeachwalkC4

5JogerD5

6Pantai KutaB4

7Rip Curl School of SurfA1

8Kuta Social ClubB3

9WaterbomC5

10Pasar Pagi Desa Adat LegianC1

11Pasar KutaD4

12Memorial WallC3

13Site of the Sari ClubC4




5Eating

14Riva Bar and RestaurantC4

15Temple by Ginger MoonB5

16Poppies RestaurantC4

17Warung KampungB2

18Coffee CartelB1




6Drinking

19LXXYC4

20Paddy’s PubD4

21Bounty DiscothequeD4

22Stark Craft Beer GardenB6

23Brother BarA1

24Zen BarA1










EXPERIENCES

Surf Kuta's Popular BreaksSurfing

Kuta almost always has a wave to offer anyone who doesn’t mind paddling away from the crowds. For uncrowded waves, typically with less power, go to Pantai Segara (map Google map) on the far southern end of the beach.

Surfers with more experience might appreciate an offshore adventure at Kuta Reef (map Google map), where turtles wallow in crystal-clear water and the reef shimmers with fish; you might think that you’re out in open ocean if it weren’t for the planes roaring just overhead. To get to Kuta Reef, look for the Red Flag Office on Pantai Segara and ask for a jukung (flat-bottomed wooden boat) to take you and your board out to the reef (it costs 70,000Rp). Don’t forget to arrange a pickup time.

There are numerous great surf spots here, but since they all break onto a relatively shallow reef, they're not suitable for beginners. ‘Airport Lefts’ and ‘Airport Rights’ break either side of the rocky promontory at the end of the runway.

Gawp at Silly SouvenirsShopping

Haggling your way through the souvenir and cheap clothing shops along Jl Legian and at the Kuta Art Market (map Google map) makes for a fun bit of retail adventure. Browse the stalls along the inner maze of streets like Poppies Lane II for some truly tasteless items that might take your breath away. (Among the tamer offerings are the ubiquitous penis-shaped bottle openers, Bali's best-selling souvenir.)

Malls like the glossy, waterfront Beachwalk (map Google map) have numerous popular international brands. To really go local, follow the mobs of Indonesian tourists to Joger (map Google map), a Bali retail legend that's the most popular store in the south. No visitor from elsewhere in the archipelago would think of leaving the island without a doe-eyed plastic puppy (4000Rp) or one of the thousands of T-shirts bearing a wry, funny or simply inexplicable phrase. Warning: conditions inside the cramped store are insane.

Learn to SurfSurf Lessons

Kuta has drawn surfers in ever-increasing numbers since Bob Koke – Kuta’s first hotelier – had his redwood boards shipped here from Hawaii in the early 1930s, and these days, with rental boards available by the hundreds and surf instructors by the score, Pantai Kuta (map Google map) is one of the best places in Bali to learn how to surf. You simply need to approach one of the board-rental kiosks on the beach to set up a lesson. Or you can go with one of the commercial operations like Rip Curl School of Surf (map Google map) – one of many schools along the beach.


THE 2002 BOMBINGS

The date of 12 October 2002 is a dark day in Bali’s history. Just after 11pm a bomb exploded at Paddy’s Pub, and as revellers fled to apparent safety on the street, another bomb was detonated there. Investigations blamed members of Jemaah Islamiyah, and some were convicted, imprisoned and executed.

A Memorial Wall (map Google map) reflects the scope of the tragedy. There is a list of the 202 known victims, including 88 Australians and 35 Indonesians (although it's generally believed that the number of Indonesian fatalities was higher). Across the street, the vacant Site of the Sari Club (map Google map) is walled off as efforts to build a memorial park remain stalled.



Watch the Evening SunSunset Spots

map Google map

Sunset views from west-facing Pantai Kuta and neighbouring beaches have thrilled generations. You can get a cold Bintang from a vendor and watch from the sand. For a more elevated experience, head to the roof at Kuta Social Club (it's actually in Legian) for sweeping views to Pura Tanah Lot and beyond. There's a pool; book tables ahead for sunset.

Slip Down the Slides at WaterbomWaterpark

map Google map

One of the island’s most popular family tourist attractions, Waterbom is regularly voted as Asia’s best waterpark. Spiralling, spinning, shooting and splashing across 5 hectares of carefully landscaped tropical gardens are over two dozen slides with names like Smashdown 2.0, Boomerang and the Drop. There's something for all ages, including several lagoon pools with sunbeds and gazebos, and a ‘Lazy River’, providing much-needed low-key relaxation.

Shop Bali StyleTraditional Markets

Kuta and Legian might feel like a long way from ‘traditional’ Bali, but a visit to a morning market (come before 10am) will reveal a slice of life that’s remained almost unchanged for generations; it’s here where fruit, vegetables, spices and household items are sold. Two markets not to miss are the popular Legian Market, known officially as Pasar Pagi Desa Adat Legian (map Google map), and the even more timeless Pasar Kuta (map Google map), at the junction of Jl Raya Kuta and Jl Pantai Kuta.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $$ Midrange     $$$ Top End
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Eating

Great Meals

Riva Bar and Restaurant$$

map Google map

A good option for an elevated sunset view over Pantai Kuta, with Indonesian and international options. noon-10pm

Temple by Ginger Moon$$

map Google map

A menu designed for sharing, by acclaimed chef Dean Keddell, featuring fire-cooked dishes like rotisserie chicken and smoked duck. 10am-10pm

Poppies Restaurant$$

map Google map

Open since 1973, Poppies retains a lost charm in its serene garden setting. Popular for Balinese, Western and Thai cuisine. 8am-10pm

Casual Meals

Warung Kampung$

map Google map

A timeless, barebones eatery serving popular Indonesian dishes at budget-friendly prices. 10am-10pm

Coffee Cartel$

map Google map

Cute cafe with all-day breakfast, as well as smoothies (yummy!), burgers, bowls and salads. 8am-10pm
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Drinking

Clubbing

LXXY

map Google map

A vast clubbing extravaganza, the cavernous, dazzling interior was refreshed in 2024. Some of Indonesia’s best DJs play here. 8pm-4am

Paddy’s Pub

map Google map

One of Kuta's oldest bars, Paddy’s is great for a no-pretenses, dance-all-night kind of spot. 6pm-4am

Bounty Discotheque

map Google map

For cheap drinks and raucous nights, pirate-themed Bounty is the place. 6pm-4am

Stark Craft Beer Garden

map Google map

Slightly calmer than the clubs, Stark pours Balinese craft beer and cocktails in a rustic–industrial setting. Live music nightly. 11am-2am

Drinks on the Beach

Brother Bar

map Google map

With beanbags clustered on the sand, this casual on-the-beach bar is a brilliant option for sunset sessions. There are myriad other options along the sand. 10am-8pm

Zen Bar

map Google map

A chilled bar on the beach, with plastic chairs set under umbrellas. One of the few beach bars in Kuta and Legian that sells cocktails. 10am-8pm





Explore

Jimbaran

Teluk Jimbaran (Jimbaran Bay) is lined with an appealing crescent of white-sand beach. Every night at sunset, the long string of seafood restaurants draws diners for their grilled treats from across South Bali. At the south end, the landmark Four Seasons Jimbaran Bay rises up a bushy headland. Other discreet resorts are set back from the beach. Nearby attractions include the towering GWK statue and the first of the Bukit Peninsula’s lovely coves.
      Jimbaran is often overlooked by visitors intent on the delights of Uluwatu, which is unfortunate, as this waterfront village is a worthy destination in its own right, and offers a fascinating glimpse into local life.
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See for eating and drinking listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-cargif]u Car & Taxi

Jimbaran is a relaxed alternative to Kuta and Seminyak, and given that it's immediately south of the airport, you can't beat the access, especially if you have a late-arriving or early departing flight. Access from the north is before the worst of the Bukit Peninsula traffic, which is another plus. Jimbaran is an easy stop-off when you're going to/from Nusa Dua and Uluwatu.

Legions of cabs await diners at the seafood restaurants. Negotiate rates carefully.


THE BEST

BEACH Pantai Jimbaran

SEAFOOD RESTAURANTS Queen Beach

MUSEUM Saka Museum

DRAMATIC VIEWS Rock Bar

HIDDEN BEACH Pantai Tegal Wangi





WALKING TOUR

Stroll Through Jimbaran

This walk, taking in Jimbaran's top sights, is ideally done in the morning, as the markets are at their best before 10am. The walk finishes with a lounge around on the white sand of Pantai Kelan, and you can grab a late lunch when the seafood restaurants are grilling. The water here is always good for a dip.


START
Pasar Desa

END
Pantai Kelan

LENGTH
2.8km; 2 hours
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1 A Fruity Start

Jimbaran's Pasar Desa (village market) is one of the best markets in Bali for a visit because it’s compact, so you can see a lot without wandering forever. Local chefs swear by the quality of the fruit and vegetables here – ever seen a cabbage that big?

2 Holy Rice

Across from the morning market, the ebony-hued Pura Ulun Siwi temple dates to the 11th century. It's a snoozy place until it explodes with life for ceremonies and Jl Uluwatu shuts down for processions. The temple is considered one of the most sacred by rice farmers, who travel far to seek blessings here. Its 11-tiered meru (multi-roofed shrine) is among Bali's tallest.

3 A Magnificent Beach

Greater than the sum of its parts, white-sand Pantai Jimbaran is one of Bali’s best beaches. The 4km-long arc of sand is mostly clean, and there is no shortage of places to get a snack, drink, seafood dinner or sun lounger. The bay is protected by an unbroken coral reef, which keeps the surf mellow.

4 Something Fishy

Follow the packed white sand north to Kedongan Fish Market (aka Jimbaran Fish Market). It swings into full gear as just-caught seafood off the boats is sold to shoppers and chefs. It’s as frenetic as it's fascinating, and the colours, shapes and sizes of the seafood on sale are bewildering. The market is open all day, but it's best in the morning.

5 Hidden Beach Bars

North of the fish market is a string of little-known beach bars strung along a curve of sand (that's not rigorously cleaned) in the shadow of the airport. Most are more no-name than noteworthy, but they offer bargain-priced drinks and fine views over the bay. Black Pearl (@blackpearljimbaranbay) arranges sunset boat cruises on a fishing boat stocked with coolers of beer.

6 In Plane View

The walk ends at Pantai Kelan, where jets roar past, just on the other side of the disconcertingly flimsy picket fence. There are fab views in all directions.




[image: jpg]



1Experiences

1Pantai JimbaranB4

2Pantai MuayaA6

3Queen BeachB4

4Pantai KedongananB2

5Saka MuseumA3

6Rock BarA3

7Pantai Tegal WangiA2

8Jenggala Keramik Bali CeramicsC6

9Garuda Wisnu Kencana Cultural ParkB6




5Eating

10Kekeluargaan Pandan Sari CafeA6

11Made Bagus CafeB6

12Warung RamayanaB4

13Warung BambooB4

14Jimbaran Bay SeafoodB2

15Cuisine CafeC2

16Warung Nasi Bali KedongananD3

17Bull’s Coffee JimbaranB6

18Cuca RestaurantC4




6Drinking

19Black PearlB1










EXPERIENCES

Savour Sunsets & SeafoodSeafood Restaurants

Pantai Jimbaran (map Google map), one of Bali's best beaches, is also famous for the many seafood restaurants that line the bay. An evening spent here gives you the chance to indulge in freshly caught fish that's carefully barbecued while you soak up the tropical ambience. As evening falls and lights begin to twinkle, aromatic smoke from the grills swirls through the air, and meandering musicians serenade diners.

Along Jimbaran’s sweeping 4km beach, there are three groups of restaurants, with about 40 eateries in total. The ones on Pantai Muaya (map Google map), in the south, are mid range in terms of pricing and atmosphere. The cluster at Queen Beach (map Google map), the smallest section, is more basic – and cheaper, and better – than the others, although some of the rickety bamboo charm has been lost by new brick facades. Pantai Kedonganan (map Google map), on the fish-market end, is the largest, busiest and pricier section. Sunset is prime time; the restaurants are all but empty by 8pm.

Brace for Mythical MonstersMuseum

map Google map

According to the lunar-based Saka calendar, the beginning of the Balinese New Year is Nyepi. It’s a remarkable time to be on the island; a day when everything comes to a standstill and the island descends into silence. Roads are closed, lights are turned off, businesses are shut, and even the airport closes. The night before, however, absolute pandemonium reigns as enormous effigies of monsters and demons from Balinese mythology are paraded through the streets, and musical instruments are banged, clattered and beaten.

The effigies, called ogoh-ogoh, are astounding pieces of art, often standing more than 3m tall before they are burned in a shower of sparks. The well-curated Saka Museum at the Ayana Resort Bali houses a collection of enormous ogoh-ogoh, designed and made by top artists from every one of Bali’s nine regencies.

Drink on the RocksCocktail Bar

map Google map

Star of uncountable posts about Bali, the wildly popular Rock Bar is perched 14m above the crashing Indian Ocean. In fact, at sunset, the wait to ride the lift down to the bar at the Ayana Resort Bali can top one hour. There’s a no-backpacks, no-singlets dress code. The food, Med-flavoured bar snacks; the views, spectacular.


Discover a Hidden BeachRemote Beach

map Google map

Folding around limestone bluffs some 4.5km southwest of Jimbaran, Pantai Tegal Wangi is the first of a string of coves holding patches of beautiful sand all down the west coast of the Bukit Peninsula. A small parking area lies in front of Pura Segara Tegal Wangi, a popular temple for addressing the ocean gods. There’s usually a lone drinks vendor offering refreshments before (or after) you make the short but challenging trip over the steep paths down to the beach. Immediately south, the vast Ayana Resort Bali sprawls over the cliffs.

Create DIY Ceramic ArtCraft Workshop

map Google map

Jenggala Keramik Bali Ceramics showcases beautiful ceramic homeware that is a popular Balinese purchase. There’s a lovely cafe, and a viewing area where you can watch the production, but why let others do the work when you can do it yourself? Ceramic courses are available for adults and children; a paint-a-pot scheme lets you create your own work of art (ready five days later, after a trip through the kiln). Reservations required – book online (jenggala.com/make-a-pot/)

Visit Indonesia's Tallest StatueHindu Statue

map Google map

Easily spotted from much of South Bali, the Garuda Wisnu Kencana (GWK) statue depicts the Hindu god Vishnu riding the mythical bird Garuda. Smack-bang in the centre of the Bukit, it towers over the peninsula and, standing at almost 120m high, it's among the tallest statues in the world. It was designed by renowned Balinese sculptor Nyoman Nuarta and comprises 3000 tonnes of copper and bronze. It's a true feat of art and engineering, and if you go to the GWK Cultural Park, it’s worth paying the extra fee for a tour inside the statue. The park is a festival of gardens, attractions and eateries designed to celebrate Balinese Hinduism.


Water Worries on the Bukit

If you get stuck in traffic on the Bukit Peninsula, it’s quite likely that a water tanker is slowing things down; they can be an annoyance, but these vehicles have become a necessary part of life on this arid peninsula. The Bukit has no permanent rivers, and no freshwater sources of its own, and as the limestone that comprises this land is extremely porous, rainwater disappears quickly as it drains into the cracks and fissures. With the rampant development of the Bukit, the existing infrastructure struggles to sustain increasing water demands, particularly in the dry season.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $$ Midrange     $$$ Top End

[image: img]
Eating

Seafood at Pantai Muaya

Kekeluargaan Pandan Sari Cafe$$

map Google map

The bookend location of this spot means less cross-traffic. Unless rain looms, skip the indoor tables. 11am-9pm

Made Bagus Cafe$$

map Google map

Staff serving their narrow patch of tables here radiate charm. Go for one of the mixed platters and ask for extra sauce – it’s that good. 11am-9pm

Seafood at Queen Beach

Warung Ramayana$$

map Google map

Fishing boats dot the beach in front of this long-running favourite. The seafood marinates from early morning, and the grills smoke all evening. 11am-9pm

Warung Bamboo$$

map Google map

Slightly more appealing than its neighbours, though they all have a raffish charm. Ordering is simple: choose your seafood; sides and sauces come included. 11am-9pm

Seafood at Pantai Kedonganan

Jimbaran Bay Seafood$$

map Google map

Especially welcoming, with a huge variety of tables: inside under cover, on the concrete terrace, or out where your toes can tickle the sand. 11am-9pm

Cuisine Cafe$$

map Google map

More stylish than many of its competitors. Mod lights and lashes of nautical clichés offer atmosphere inside if there's rain threatening. 11am-9pm

More than Seafood

Warung Nasi Bali Kedonganan$

map Google map

Indonesian comfort food is the order of the day at this simple warung (food stall) where the nasi goreng (fried rice) draws fans. 8am-10pm

Bull’s Coffee Jimbaran$

map Google map

This small chain sources excellent local beans and sells brews at prices residents can afford. Good bagels and sandwiches. 7am-10pm

Cuca Restaurant$$

map Google map

Not a smouldering coconut husk in sight at this top tapas bistro with an open kitchen and a range of Spanish favourites. noon-10pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Drinks with a View

Black Pearl

map Google map

Best of the beach-shacky bars along Pantai Kelan. Stiff drinks served with a pirate's flair. Sunset cruises are a hoot. 4-10pm





Explore

Uluwatu & Around

It’s a paradox that the Bukit Peninsula, off the southern tip of Bali, is markedly less well-known than Uluwatu, its farthest point. On early Dutch maps, the peninsula was marked as Tafelhoek (Table Corner), and the Bukit was barely inhabited due to its lack of permanent water. These days, the Bukit's northwest and southern coastlines are a buzzing mix of surfer joints on hidden beaches, offbeat hotels on clifftops and flashy clubs on infinity pools.
     Uluwatu is the generic name for much of the area, although it's really centred on its namesake landmark temple and legendary surf breaks. It's easily Bali's second-most dynamic place after Canggu.
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See for eating and drinking listings
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Pantai Bingin | ROBERT HARDING VIDEO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Getting Around

[image: icon-cargif]u Car & Motorcycle

The Bukit Peninsula and Uluwatu are not for the faint of heart (or the impatient). The traffic is bad, even by Bali's low standards. The main road to Uluwatu is one endless strip of cacophonous businesses hoping to lure in the traffic-addled. Narrow streets abound, and reaching some of the more remote beaches can challenge the shock absorbers in your vehicle. Motorbikes avoid some of the clogs, but watch out for cops levying fines for lack of helmets.

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walking

Walking can be a perilous way to get around: there are no footpaths here.


THE BEST

SUNSET EXPERIENCE Pura Luhur Ulu Watu

BEACH ESCAPE Pantai Bingin

WAVES FOR SURFING Pantai Suluban

BEACH CLUB Savaya Bali

YOGA Morning Light
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1Top Experiences

Pura Luhur Ulu WatuA5

Pantai SulubanA3




1Experiences

1Sundays Beach ClubG6

2Pantai MelastiH6

3Pantai PandawaG1

4Pantai Guning PayungH1

5Pantai BinginD2

6Pantai NunggalanC6

7Pantai Green BowlF2

10IstanaA3

11Morning LightA3

12Yoga SearcherB3

13Alchemy Yoga and Meditation CenterC3

14La TribuD3




5Eating

15Lucky Fish LoungeD2

16CamdenB3

17Yeye’s WarungB3

18Warung LocalD3

19Jeffry WarungA3

20Land’s End CaféA4




6Drinking

8Savaya BaliF6

9Ulu CliffhouseA3

21Bella BaliE1

22Dugong Lounge & BarC3

23La TerrazzaA3

24Single FinA3

25White Rabbit LoungeG4

26Suka EspressoB3










DRIVING TOUR

Drive Uluwatu

From the northwest right around to the south coast, the Bukit Peninsula is dotted by idyllic white-sand beaches backed by striking limestone cliffs. Trying to walk between the beaches (and sights) is perilous owing to the narrow, traffic-choked roads and general lack of footpaths. But you can easily ride a motorbike, which lets you discover these top beaches along the way.


START
Pantai Balangan

END
Pantai Suluban

LENGTH
17km; 3 hours

[image: jpg]


1 Yo, Robinson Crusoe

Somehow, Pantai Balangan has resisted the catastrophic development that has eradicated the charm of neighbouring beaches like Dreamland. The long strip of sweet white sand, backed by a ragtag collection of rickety bamboo cafes, survives (you can park near the sand), and the stunning views across the indigo surf are as good as ever. Take the meandering, paved Jl Raya Uluwatu 6.5km to Pantai Bingin.

2 Beautiful Surprises

A thicket of cliffside hotels and guesthouses sit on the bluff above Pantai Bingin. The walk down to the beach is chaotic but worth it for the ribbon of white sand and turquoise water you can't see from the craggy cliffs. Cafes such as Lucky Fish Lounge make this a good lunch stop.

3 A Hollywood Beach

Following Jl Labuansait, you reach the entry point for pint-sized Pantai Padang Padang – popular since it starred in Eat Pray Love. Today, the white-sand cove at the end of the concrete steps, just off Labuansait, draws surfers and loungers. You'll have to come early to snare a rental recliner and umbrella. Hit the stalls down on the sand for refreshments.

4 Hidden by Height

Continue on Jl Labuansait until you come to the 130 steep steps leading down the limestone cliff-face to serene Pantai Thomas, which feels quite secluded, as lush vegetation shrouds its steep sides. There are some warungs (food stalls) here, and you can swim or surf.

5 Pause to Shop

Browse the cluster of shops and cafes at the bend in Jl Labuansait, particularly Camden, a buzzing cafe and music venue. If you have time, pop into Elce, which sells Bali-made beachwear, and there's also Zealous Women's Surf Shop, for everything you'll need on the waves.

6 Bali's Best Ocean Views

Pantai Suluban is renowned as the entry point to the famous 'Ulus' surf breaks. It also has some of the best ocean views in Bali, including those from Single Fin. Park your motorbike and explore. After weaving past cliffside cafes, you’ll emerge into a limestone cove. At low tide, you can access a small ‘hidden beach’ through the cave.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Pura Luhur Ulu Watu

According to ancient Balinese scripts, Pura Luhur Ulu Watu is a magical portal that can transport those who set eyes on it directly to heaven. It is spectacular, and even the casual observer can feel its significance. Sunset dance performances here only add to the magic.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The temple is home to monkeys. When they’re not energetically fornicating, they’re snatching sunglasses, phones and everything else – so beware. If you want to start a riot, pull out a banana.

[image: barcode]

Avoice the queues for the Kecak performances and buy your ticket online.



Sacred & Beautiful

The landscape, sculpted gardens and dramatic, 70m-high cliffs that rise from the Indian Ocean amount to what would be a highly spiritual spot, even without the presence of one of Bali’s most important sea temples. The temple was built in the 11th century and is one of the most spiritually charged sites in all of Bali, although the crowds of selfie-hunters can make it difficult to remember that this is first and foremost a place of worship. Take time to walk along the clifftop path, which offers gorgeous views of the temple and the rolling swells below.

Sea Temple Protections

The legendary 16th-century priest Nirartha (he finished his life here; there's an 8m-tall statue of him) is credited with introducing many of the complexities of Balinese Hinduism to the island, as well as establishing the chain of pura segara (sea temples). These sacred coastal spots honour the sea gods and protect Bali from sea demons. Each temple was intended to be within sight of the next, and several have dramatic locations, including Pura Tanah Lot.


[image: jpg]
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Sunset Kecak Dance

As the sun begins to slip below the Indian Ocean, the air around Pura Luhur Ulu Watu reverberates with the hypnotising chak-chak-chak chant as Kecak (ke-chak) performers mesmerise the audience gathered to watch what has become an iconic display of Balinese culture. With the majestic Uluwatu cliffs as a backdrop, the dancers enact tales from the Ramayana (one of the great holy books of Hinduism). The dancers' traditional attire, the flickering flames, and the rhythmic sounds and movements create a true spectacle. While the Kecak dance is performed in various locations around the island, including Ubud, it’s the one at Uluwatu that's the most popular.

Be prepared to sit unholy in traffic jams (or sidestep them with a motorbike, whether rented or via a ride app), and aim to arrive at least an hour before the show starts.


TAKE A BREAK

The many excellent Uluwatu cafes and eateries are easily reached in under 15 minutes by car; otherwise, there are simple refreshments available at the temple grounds.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Pantai Suluban

With its consistent waves, Uluwatu is one of the best places in the world to surf. There are five peaks here at Pantai Suluban, comprising what are affectionately referred to as the 'Ulus'. First surfed in the early 1970s, these bucket-list breaks were immortalised in the classic 70s surf film, Morning of the Earth.


map Google map


ULUWATU'S VANTAGE POINT

The cliffs above Pantai Suluban provide exceptional views for observing the action – it’s hard to beat the view from Single Fin and the cluster of cliffside cafes here.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for info on the Bukit’s surf breaks.



Racetracks

None of Uluwatu's breaks are suitable for beginners. If you’re an experienced surfer, then paddle out from the famous cave at Pantai Suluban – the entry point to the Ulus – to reach Racetracks. This is the fastest section, with the steepest walls and the roundest barrels; at mid to lower tides you’ll have access to some of the world’s most perfect tubes.

Peak & Outside Corner

Just south of the cave is the Peak. It's not for the faint-hearted, and is best avoided around low tide, when it can be uncomfortably shallow.

Outside Corner, where the swell can rise to triple overhead, is where the ‘Balinese Pipeline’ starts to work big-wave magic. It breaks beyond the Peak and fires right across the line of Racetracks.

Bombie & Temples

South of Outside Corner (and breaking even further out) is the Bombie, which can reach 40ft and should be avoided unless you’re a big-wave charger of note. If you’re looking for a quiet wave, then head for Temples, a relatively fickle spot south of the Peak that can break on smaller days; the longer paddle also helps to keep crowds to a minimum.



EXPERIENCES

Easy Beach EscapesWhite-sand Beaches

White-sand beaches dot the south coast of Bali. The entire region is a bit of a building site, but amenities – and selfies – abound, as these beaches are major day-trip destinations, and, unlike other beaches, are easily reached by roads or elevators.

Sundays Beach Club (map Google map) is a beach venue with a good restaurant. Stand-up paddle boards (SUPs), kayaks and snorkelling gear are available, while evenings bring beach bonfires. Nearby is popular Pantai Melasti (map Google map), with its many lively beach clubs. A reef forms natural pools at low tide, and there's a sunset Kecak performance.

Busy Pantai Pandawa (map Google map), with restaurants and shops, is about 8km further east along the coast. The route down, past large statues of Hindu deities carved into niches in the limestone, is dramatic.

Drive roughly 12km further east to smallish Pantai Guning Payung (map Google map). Ride the shuttle bus down the five switchbacks, or walk the steps. A reef keeps the waves off this secluded beach, and it's easy to spend the day here.

Get Lost in BinginIdyllic Beach

map Google map

It's easy to lose a day (or a week) at Bingin. An ever-evolving scene, it comprises unconventionally stylish lodgings scattered across the cliffs – and a strip of white sand beneath them. Jl Pantai Bingin runs for 1km off the main Uluwatu road before branching into lanes dotted with guesthouses, hotels and places to stash your wheels.

The scenery here is sublime, with sylvan cliffs dropping down to Pantai Bingin and the foaming edge of the azure sea. The sand is reached via trails that feel like incompetent braids, where narrow, steep concrete steps fray into various strands. The surf here is challenging (a 2m swell and perfect left-hand barrels), but the boulder-strewn sands are serene, and the misty distant views mesmerising.

This is one of the Bukit’s coolest places to stay, with clifftop and beachfront views you won't want to leave. Cafes on the sand, like Lucky Fish Lounge, are perfect hangouts.

Trek to Hidden BeachesRemote Beaches

Some of the Bukit's south-coast beaches are easily reached by vehicle or elevator. But others can only be arrived at via steep and often perilous paths down limestone cliffs. This preserves them from the day-tripping masses and offers a chance of solitude. So revel in watching the breakers roll in from Australia and Antarctica beyond.


Pantai Nunggalan (map) is reached on a strenuous 30-minute hike. The almost 2km-long beach is flanked by a reef and feels deserted, but umbrellas and loungers are available. The shipwreck is a highlight; when the ship was built, it's unlikely anyone could have foreseen what fate had in store, with its graffiti-covered fragments serving as social media catnip.

Beautiful, wild and secluded, Pantai Green Bowl (map Google map) is 10km from Nunggalan and loved by surfers, who prance along the arduous trail barefoot. There’s not much beach at high tide, but low tide reveals rock pools and caves.


BEACH CLUBS

Private beach clubs are proliferating around the Bukit. Savaya Bali (map Google map) is a top-end, adults-only playground on the south coast, near several luxury resorts, which have their own beach clubs. Close to the Ulus, Ulu Cliffhouse (map Google map) offers gated respite from the surfer frenzy.

At these spots, think infinity pools with views over the sea, access to beach coves and DJs (some high-profile) blasting tunes. Most also offer gourmet bites, cocktails by the pitcher, VIP areas with bottle service and often hefty admission fees. Note that traffic across South Bali and the Bukit can make the drive from Canggu an ordeal, so give yourself plenty of time.



Get Mindful in Body & SoulYoga Studios

This region rivals Canggu and Ubud for its yoga offerings. Doing your moves on a mat overlooking the expanse of the Indian Ocean is a fine way to start the day.

The Istana (map Google map) is a luxurious clifftop retreat overlooking the Ulus. This meditation resort hosts two yoga classes a day, and drop-ins are welcome, while near the Istana, Morning Light (map Google map) has daily morning classes in a beautiful grass-roofed space surrounded by tropical beauty and ocean views.

Choose from three classes a day at Yoga Searcher (map Google map), an ‘eco-lodge for yoga lovers’, which also holds workshops and kirtan (devotional singing) events.

In Bingin, Alchemy Yoga and Meditation Center (map Google map) has a range of classes that emphasise healthful philosophies. Its nearby restaurant is a high-concept, plant-based gem. Nearby, La Tribu (map Google map) focuses on movement and offers classes like dance, flexibility, breath work and yoga. There are kids classes, too.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $$ Midrange     $$$ Top End
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Eating

Atmospheric Dining

Lucky Fish Lounge$

map Google map

Two-level open-air cafe right above Pantai Bingin. Lose hours soaking up the surf action and gazing at the distant views. 8am-10pm

Camden$$

map Google map

Beautiful wooden bar and cafe set back from the road. Has a pool and live music many nights. Weekend market draws noted Bali vendors. 8am-2am

Mellow Meals

Yeye’s Warung$

map Google map

An Uluwatu landmark featuring open-air wooden dining areas in a lush garden. Balinese faves like nasi campur (rice with a choice of side dishes) and Western classics. noon-9pm

Warung Local$

map Google map

Popular local-style eatery with an array of Indonesian dishes. A great budget option; tasty lunch buffet. 8am-10pm

Jeffry Warung$

map Google map

Right at the surf point, this is a low-key choice for serious surfers. Sandwiches and Indo classics for cheap. 7am-7pm

Land’s End Café$$

map Google map

Relaxed cafe with smoothies, bowls and breakfasts; vegan options, too. Inland, near Pura Luhur Ulu Watu. 8am-3pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Drinks with a View

Bella Bali

map Google map

On bamboo stilts right on the sand, this cheery cafe embraces the Pantai Balangan vibe. The only way to get closer to the surf is to jump in. 8am-8pm

Dugong Lounge & Bar

map Google map

Gaze over the curved infinity pool to the Indian Ocean while enjoying the wines, cocktails and juices here. 8am-11pm

La Terrazza

map Google map

Drinks and Italian bites on the cliff at Uluwatu. Book a seat to nab one of the Bukit's best sunset views. 8am-9pm

Single Fin

map Google map

Famous bar on the cliffs overlooking the Ulus. Great spot for sunset drinks; Sunday nights are a scene. 8am-10pm

Coffee & More

White Rabbit Lounge

map Google map

An early-morning coffee bar that moonlights as a sultry speakeasy. Order from the extensive cocktail menu. 8am-2am Wed-Sun

Suka Espresso

map Google map

Fab coffee and breakfast specials make this a popular hangout; good meals throughout the day. 8am-10pm





Explore

Nusa Dua & Around

A gated compound of resorts, family-friendly Nusa Dua is a vast and manicured place of calm, white-sand beaches. Begun in the 1970s, the area was designed to compete with international beach resorts. Balinese culture takes the form of slightly condensed cultural displays, and high-end resort restaurants serve ‘local’ cuisine with often hefty tabs.
      Beyond the gates, more resorts are marching westward along the south coast. With nearly two dozen in total, Nusa Dua has an energetic vibe when full during a convention, but it can become quite sleepy in slack times. The Tanjung Benoa peninsula extends north and has a more diverse array of hotels and attractions.
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See for eating listings
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Pantai Nusa Dua | MURAT TEGMEN/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©

Getting Around

[image: icon-cargif]u Car & Motorcycle

The Bali Mandara Toll Rd speeds the 14km journey between Nusa Dua and the airport, and between Nusa Dua and Sanur; otherwise, you can get caught up in Uluwatu traffic. Nusa Dua's wide, landscaped boulevards are rarely clogged, but the same can't be said for the roads outside the gates.

[image: icon-taxigif] Taxi & Ridesharing

Many non-resort restaurants provide transport from Nusa Dua and Tanjung Benoa hotels, and taxis, as well as Grab and Gojek rides, are easily had.


THE BEST

BEACH Pantai Gegar

FINE ART Museum Pasifika

LAZY AFTERNOON Beach promenade

COOKING CLASS Bumbu Bali Cooking School

BRUNCH Sofitel Cucina Sunday brunch





WALKING TOUR

Walk Nusa Dua

Nusa Dua means 'two islands', and this walk takes in both of them. These appealing oases of green are nestled amid placid waters, taking in beaches and ocean views. Like the resorts though, they aren't what they seem: both islands are attached to the mainland by spits of land. You'll find numerous peaceful places along the route to pause for a while (or a whole afternoon).


START
Museum Pasifika

END
Blowholes

LENGTH
1.8km; 2 hours

[image: jpg]


1 Art to Start

Start at the Museum Pasifika for an unexpected dose of culture amid manicured Nusa Dua gardens. Afterwards, walk due east, then northeast, along a pleasant tree-shaded lane that passes a row of casual (and very good) cafes serving classic Indonesian fare. Warung Naya's comes especially recommended.

2 Island One

Directly ahead is the first of Nusa Dua's two lovely islands. Walk along the isthmus path between the two calm, curving crescents of beach to Nusa Dharma, a small dome of an islet with large expanses of grass, and the small temple of Pura Nusa Dharma. The views back west will give some idea of the scope of the resort enclave.

3 Surf Beach

Return to the isthmus and walk south on the beach promenade along the frequently raked sands of Pantai Nusa Dua. If you fancy a cool-off, the watersports vendors here offer rental surfboards and stand-up paddle boards (SUPs) at prices well below that of the resorts. Surfers, FYI: during wet season (October to March), the reef offshore has consistent swells. The main break is 1km off the beach to the south.

4 Island Two

Next up is Nusa Gede (aka Peninsula Island). It's larger than Nusa Dharma and has become a special events venue for concerts aimed at boosting Nusa Dua's appeal with Gen Z. It's a bit of a green oasis, with some beautiful views of the coastline and Nusa Penida.

5 Artworks & Serenity

The beautifully serene Garden of Hope is fringed by dramatically ragged limestone edges that are in stark contrast to the manicured surroundings. Carved stones bear inspirational quotes, and there are plenty of statues and other public art to enjoy. It's also a good spot for a picnic (or a nap).

6 There It Blows

On the southeast side of Nusa Gede, powerful waves crash against jagged rocks, and in places, the water is forced up through steep, tight gaps in the limestone, creating dramatic eruptions. A walkway and viewpoint get you close to the Nusa Gede Blowholes. Note: the blowhole path only opens at 9am, so your sunrise fantasies won't be lived out here, unfortunately.
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1Experiences

1Pantai GegarB5

2Pura GegarB6

3Museum PasifikaC4

4St Regis Bali ResortC5

5Conrad BaliB3

6Bumbu Bali Cooking SchoolB2

7Sofitel Cucina Sunday BrunchC4

8BMR Dive & Water SportsB1

9Pura Dalem NingD1

10Caow Eng BioD1

11Masjid Jami’MujahidinC1




5Eating

12Warung DobielB4

13Art Cafe Bumbu BaliB5

14Koral RestaurantB6

15KayuputiB5

16UdupiB3

17ArwanaC4

18Pasar SenggolC4

19Warung Naya’sC4

20AtlichnayaB2

21Surya CafeD1

22Nusa Dua Beach GrillB6










EXPERIENCES

Family Fun at the BeachFamily-Friendly Beach

Pantai Gegar (map Google map) is a favourite with families. The white sand is powdery, and the reefs keep the surf far from shore. Ignore the 700-room Mulia resort looming just south and enjoy a carefree day amid the cafes and rental loungers. The calm waters here are ideal for the rental kayaks and SUPs available. Surfers can get boat rides from here to the Nusa Dua break, where there are lefts and rights that work well on a small swell at low- to mid-tide.

The beach is also great for strolling, so head north to reach the beach promenade or south to climb the bluff to Pura Gegar (map Google map), a small temple shaded by gnarled trees. The views are great from here, and you can spot swimmers who’ve come south in the shallow, placid waters around the bluff.

Gegar gets busy at weekends, when expat families fill the sands.

View Fine ArtArt Museum

map Google map

When tour groups from the nearby resorts aren’t around, you’ll probably have the large Museum Pasifika to yourself. The collection of art from various Pacific Ocean cultures is impressive: it spans centuries and includes more than 600 paintings (don’t miss the tikis). The influential wave of European artists who thrived in Bali in the early 20th century is also well represented: look for work by Arie Smit, Theo Meier and Adrien-Jean Le Mayeur de Merpres. There are also pieces by Matisse and Gauguin. Near the entrance, a celebration of 1930s' travel and culture is seen in the evocative work of Miguel Covarrubias – not to be missed.

A Fabulous Beach WalkBeach Promenade

One of the nicest features of Nusa Dua is the 5km-long beach promenade that stretches the length of the enclave from the St Regis Bali Resort (map Google map) in the south, then north along the beach into Tanjung Benoa, and ending at the Conrad Bali (map Google map).

It's an easy stroll, with views across to Nusa Penida. The march of mega-resorts offers plenty of reasons to pause, as one top-end beach cafe follows another. Quaff pricey cocktails with improbable names at pool bars; curl your toes in the seemingly sifted sand; and cool your limbs in the gently lapping waters.

Learn Balinese CookingCooking School

map Google map

The much-lauded Bumbu Bali Cooking School at the eponymous restaurant strives to get to the roots of Balinese cooking. Courses start with an introduction to Balinese flavours by chef, author and owner Heinz von Holzen, assisted by his resident experts. The importance of aromatic spices such as ginger, turmeric, lemongrass and galangal is detailed before the class prepares 12 iconic dishes. Students (max eight in total) then feast on their work for lunch. Booking in advance is advised (artcafebumbubali.com). The restaurant here is one of the Bukit's best.


SOAR OVER THE WATER

Watersports centres in Tanjung Benoa offer a variety of aquatic thrills. Each morning, buses arrive with day trippers from all over South Bali, and by 10am parasailers are floating over the water. All the centres feature unctuous salespeople whose job it is to sell you the banana-boat ride of your dreams – make sure to check equipment and credentials before you sign up, as a few tourists have died in water-related accidents here.

BMR Dive & Water Sports (map Google map; bmrbaliofficial.com/) is an established operator. Offered activities include flyboarding, scuba diving, snorkelling, parasailing, jet skiing and banana-boat rides. All can be booked online.



Revel in Bali's Best BrunchSunday Brunch

map Google map

Head to the Sofitel Bali Nusa Dua Beach Resort – site of the G20 Summit in 2022 – for a brunch to remember: the Sofitel Cucina Sunday brunch. The impossibly lavish Sunday brunch is one of the best on the island, but it will cost you, as prices start from 900,000Rp. The brunch takes place between 11am and 3pm, and it's recommended to book ahead, as this one's popular.

See Pancasila in ActionReligious Sites

The founding principle of Indonesia is Pancasila – a core philosophical theory of unity that holds a belief in God without respect to a specific religion – an important tenant in a nation with myriad faiths, including six officially recognised ones.

You can witness this philosophy firsthand in the village of Benoa, at the tip of the long and narrow Tanjung Benoa peninsula; within 200m of each other are three different places of worship: Pura Dalem Ning (map Google map) is a Balinese Hindu temple with a soaring and impressive triple entrance; Caow Eng Bio (map Google map) is a brightly coloured Chinese Buddhist temple where incense is always burning; and Masjid Jami’Mujahidin (map Google map) is a domed mosque.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $$ Midrange     $$$ Top End
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Eating

Balinese Meals

Warung Dobiel$

map Google map

A bit of authentic food action amid the bland backstreets, this is a good stop for babi guling (spit-roasted pork). Diners perch on stools and share tables. 10am-4pm

Art Cafe Bumbu Bali$$

map Google map

A bright and airy Nusa Dua extension of the long-running Bumbu Bali Cooking School in Tanjung Benoa, this is the place for top local fare. 9am-10pm

Extravagant Resort Meals

Koral Restaurant$$$

map Google map

Why stare at a cooked fish on your plate when you can watch one swim by? At the architecturally stunning Apurva Kempinski Bali, a vast aquarium surrounds the dining tables. noon-3, 6-10pm

Kayuputi$$$

map Google map

Beachside dining at a ridiculously lavish restaurant in the St Regis Bali. The tasting menu knows no limits. noon-10pm

Hotel Dining

Udupi$$

map Google map

This Indian restaurant in a midrange hotel has a sense of style. The menu is long, with an emphasis on vegetarian dishes. 8am-10pm

Arwana$$$

map Google map

On the beach promenade at The Laguna resort, the seafood brunch is popular. Also serves steaks, salads and sandwiches. 11am-10pm

Pasar Senggol$$$

map Google map

In the Grand Hyatt Bali, an Indonesian and Balinese buffet is served nightly and includes a Balinese dance performance. Secret: ask the staff for spice 'Bali-style'. 6-10pm

Low-Cost Meals

Warung Naya’s$

map Google map

One of several unassuming Indonesian cafes near Nusa Dharma; has shady tables good for people-watching. 8am-8pm

Atlichnaya$

map Google map

Lively and cheerful cafe/bar with three locations dotting the spine of Tanjung Benoa. Cocktails plus Western and local fare at a fraction of resort prices. 3-11pm

Casual Seafood

Surya Cafe$

map Google map

At Tanjung Benoa's northern tip, this bare-bones seafood grill has views of the shipping channel. Everything's fresh; ask for extra bawang putih (garlic). noon-9pm

Nusa Dua Beach Grill$$

map Google map

A good spot for day trippers is here, beyond the Mulia resort. Extensive drinks menu, fresh seafood and a relaxed, beachy vibe. 9am-9pm





Explore

Sanur

Sanur is kept popular due to its family-friendly vibe and busy docks for fast boats to nearby islands like Nusa Penida and Lembongan. You’re never far from the beachfront walkway that runs for several kilometres past cafes, restaurants and interesting sights, and it’s easy to find a pleasant patch of sand to call your own.
      Sanur is only going to get more busy in the years ahead with the opening of the huge Bali International Hospital – aimed at the same lucrative medical market that has enriched Bangkok – and the gigantic retail hub of Icon Bali Mall, slated to open in May 2024 and incongruously located right on the beach.
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See for eating and drinking listings
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Traditional fishing boats, Sanur Beach | JOHN WHITE PHOTOS/GETTY IMAGES ©

Getting Around

[image: icon-cargif]u Car & Motorcycle

Sanur borders Denpasar, and everything in the sprawling capital is just a short drive away, while Ubud is conveniently north. For trips to/from the airport, be sure to use the toll road. The Ngurah Rai Bypass running past Sanur often gets jammed. The busy Jl Danau Tamblingan strip is the commercial spine of Sanur and parallels the beach.

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walking

Sanur’s beachfront walkway is a scenic, enjoyable and environmentally agreeable way to amble the length of this area.


THE BEST

CULTURE Museum Le Mayeur

NIGHT MARKET Pasar Sindhu

DAYTIME DELIGHT Sanur Beachfront Promenade

KAYAKING SPOT Sanur Beach

SEASONAL EVENT Bali Kite Festival





WALKING TOUR

Walk Sanur

The Sanur Beachfront Promenade has been delighting residents and visitors for decades. More than 5km long, it curves past resorts, cafes, temples, fishing boats, vendors and elegant villas built decades ago by wealthy expats who fell under Bali’s spell. While you stroll, look out across the water to the island of Nusa Penida. The promenade is also good for cycling.


START
Warung Mak Beng

END
Mertasari Beach

LENGTH
5km; 3 hours

[image: jpg]


1 Legendary Meal

Where Jl Hang Tuah dead-ends at the sea, you'll find ever-popular favourite Warung Mak Beng. Stop here for a fortifying (and legendary) meal of ikan laut goreng (barbecued fish).

2 Artful Beginning

From Warung Mak Beng, head south on the beachfront walkway. You'll soon reach the walled compound of Museum Le Mayeur, the former home of artist Adrien-Jean Le Mayeur, and now a museum that houses 90 of his paintings.

3 A Medical Miracle

Further down the promenade, you'll reach the high-rise Grand Bali Beach Hotel. Built in 1965 to kickstart international tourism, the hotel horrified the Balinese, who quickly passed a rule that no building could be higher than a coconut palm. The ageing hotel was on life-support until thrown a lifeline with the advent of the Bali International Hospital.

4 Old Meets New

You'll soon encounter another radical change to Sanur: the massive Icon Bali Mall, striking a bit of a jarring note on the waterfront. Happily, just a bit further along is the gracious Tandjung Sari Hotel, built in the 1960s by local artists to become a model for hotels island-wide.

5 Top Temple

Further along is one of several temples lining the beach: Pura Tanjung Sari has the classic carved candi bentar (split gateway). Note the wealth of detail.

6 Estate of Envy

You can't miss the private luxury of the Batu Jimbar compound. An early example of 'Bali-style' architecture, the estate was redesigned by the famous Sri Lankan architect Geoffrey Bawa in 1975. Mick Jagger and Jerry Hall were unofficially married here in 1990, and it has accommodated celebrities from Yoko Ono to Sting.

7 Local Life

Continuing south, look for the multi-hued traditional fishing boats pulled ashore under the trees. Notice the painted faces on the front. Also keep an eye out for the turtle tanks near Jl Kusumasari, where young hatchlings and engaging displays on Bali's endangered sea turtles are to be found.

8 Fun in the Sun

As you approach Pantai Merti-sari, the beach becomes the domain of residents who come here for a swim and a stroll along the breakwater. Simple warungs (food stalls) sell refreshments.
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EXPERIENCES

Discover Art by the BeachArt Museum

map Google map

Artist Adrien-Jean Le Mayeur de Merpres (1880–1958) arrived in Bali in 1932 and, controversially, married the Legong dancer Ni Polok three years later, when she was just 15 and he was 52. They lived in the compound that now houses Museum Le Mayeur, back when Sanur was still a quiet fishing village. After the artist’s death, Ni Polok lived in the house until her death in 1985. The house is an interesting example of Balinese-style architecture – beautifully carved window shutters recount the stories from the Ramayana, and the museum has a naturalistic Balinese interior of woven fibres.

Almost 90 of Le Mayeur's paintings are displayed here: some of his early works are Impressionist paintings from his travels, while paintings from his early Bali period comprise romantic depictions of daily life. The works from the 1950s are in much better condition, displaying the vibrant colours that became popular with young Balinese artists.

Feast on Indonesian FareNight Market

map Google map

Sanur’s bustling Pasar Sindhu night market (sometimes called Senggol Market) might at first glance appear small, but its food stalls offer a fantastic opportunity to sample a wide variety of tasty and traditional Indonesian fare. Each stall specialises in something different, and most of the food will be prepared while you wait. Finish your grazing with treats like doughnuts, pisang goreng (banana fritters) and onde-onde (sweet ricecake balls filled with palm sugar), which are sold from a cart near the market's entrance.

Kayak along Sanur’s ShoreWatersports

map Google map

Sanur’s coastline is protected by a barrier reef that stretches for 7km to create a series of waveless beaches – a real novelty on Bali’s southeast-facing coastline. Even at high tide, the crystal-clear water in this ‘lagoon’ is rarely much over waist-level, making it an ideal playground for kayaks and stand-up paddle boards (SUPs). Even while the waves are crashing onto the outer reef, the mirror-like surface along Sanur Beach is so calm that even first-timers can stand on a SUP.

It's so relaxing to simply soak up the sun while you potter out across the reef, floating over starfish and among anchored boats. Look out for the traditional outrigger jukung (flat-bottomed wooden boats), whose bows are – unique in this part of the island – adorned with long swordfish ‘noses’ and staring eyes. SUPs and kayaks can be rented all along the Sanur Beachfront Promenade.


DAY TRIP TO THE ISLANDS

You can't miss the islands of Nusa Lembongan and Nusa Penida dominating the horizon across the water from Sanur. Day trips to the islands are popular, and many visitors stay for much longer.

Nusa Lembongan has welcoming beaches lined with cafes and bars. It embraces its boho-island vibe, while Nusa Penida is much larger and more adventurous, with wild beaches reached by daredevil walks and roads. Both offer reef snorkelling.

There are regular services by several companies from the Fast Boat Harbour (map Google map) at the north end of the beach. Be sure to shop around and buy tickets online (about US$15 in advance) to avoid getting fleeced on-site.



Cycle Sanur’s BeachfrontCycling

map Google map

Over 5km long (with options to go much further along the coast), the Sanur Beachfront Promenade provides an ideal venue to cycle through one of Bali’s most family-friendly towns. Bicycles are available for rent from your accommodation, or from vendors all along the route (some offer kids' sizes). The beachfront path has been designed with bicycles in mind, and for much of its length there is a dedicated bike lane, although this is ignored by many riders. On your ride, you'll find myriad places to stop, and refreshments are always nearby. Also great for a walk.

Go Fly a KiteFestival

During the windy season (May to September), Bali's sky is dotted with huge kites that are flown not only as a pastime but also as a thanksgiving message to the gods for abundant harvests. For a few days, all eyes turn to Pantai Padang Galak (map Google map), about 1.5km north of Sanur on the beachfront promenade, the hub of the Bali Kite Festival (map Google map), as teams compete to get the most spectacular – and the most gigantic – kites soaring on the thermals (updrafts of air). This colourful festival is usually held in July or August; the exact dates vary depending on the wind conditions needed to get the enormous kites (which sometimes span more than 4m in width and 10m in length) into the air. Many have noisemakers called gaganguan, which produce eerie humming and buzzing noises unique to each kite.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $$ Midrange     $$$ Top End
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Eating

Talented Kitchens

Warung Mak Beng$

map Google map

No menu needed at this local favourite: the only option is its legendary ikan laut goreng (barbecued fish), which comes with sides and soup. Quick service. 9am-9pm

Rumah Makan Sari Bundo$

map Google map

Spotless Padang-style shopfront serves an array of fresh and spicy food. Fiery curries will have your tongue loving and hating you. 24hr

Massimo$$

map Google map

Like a breezy Milanese cafe inside, and a Balinese garden outside. The Sanur place for pizza. Beloved gelato sold streetside. 11am-11pm

Tables with a View

Stuja di Pantai$$

map Google map

All-day dining on Sanur’s beachfront. Come for a morning coffee and Sanur's best pastries. Check out the nearby sea-turtle rescue tanks. 6am-10pm

Soul on the Beach$$

map Google map

Breezy, laid-back cafe with tables on the sand. International menu with a focus on fresh ingredients. 7am-11pm

Beachfront Hotel Spots

Laghawa Sea Side Bar$$

map Google map

One of the more appealing hotel cafes, with comfy seats under shaded trees on the sand. Good breakfasts (and coffee). 7am-dusk

Fisherman’s Club$$

map Google map

Competent seafood, Indonesian classics and Western faves – with a Hyatt resort flair. Unbeatable location on balmy evenings. 8am-10pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Drinks at the Beach

Byrd House

map Google map

Relaxed, open-air venue beneath towering palm trees. Cocktails at sunset feature Gunung Agung views and a glowing Nusa Penida. 7am-11pm

Shotgun Social

map Google map

Set in a large garden, with craft beers on tap, extensive cocktail menu and play area for kids. Decent food and lots of families on weekends. 10am-11pm

Casablanca

map Google map

Restaurant and vibey bar at night – with live music (usually earnest cover bands) every night. Open late by Sanur standards. 3pm-1am





Explore

Denpasar & Around

Sprawling and ever-growing, Bali’s capital, Denpasar, has been the focus of much of the island’s expansion and wealth over the last seven decades. Dauntingly busy at times, wander its tree-lined streets in the relatively affluent government and business district of Renon and you’ll discover a more genteel side.
      Denpasar might not be a tropical paradise, but it’s as much a part of ‘the real Bali’ as rice fields and temples. This is the hub of the island for a million residents, and here you'll find shopping malls, parks and the vibrant Pasar Badung market. It’s worth taking time to explore the city’s many sights and eateries.



[image: jpg]

See for eating and shopping listings
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Pasar Badung | PETER EASTLAND/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©

Getting Around

[image: icon-cargif]u Car & Ridesharing

As Denpasar can be hot and dusty, it’s unpleasant to travel around by motorbike, so the most comfortable way to travel here is by car. Ride apps make getting taxis easy. Major streets in Denpasar are often backed up with traffic during the day, so break up the misery with a stop at one of its many excellent restaurants, which are everywhere.

[image: icon-busgif]g Bus

On the off chance you arrive in Bali by bus, Mengwi Bus Terminal is in the northwest corner of the city.


THE BEST

MUSEUM Museum Negeri Propinsi Bali

FOOD MARKET Pasar Badung

BALINESE HISTORY Bajra Sandhi Monument

FESTIVAL Bali Arts Festival

SOCIAL IMPACT Turtle Conservation and Education Center
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TOP EXPERIENCE

Museum Negeri Propinsi Bali

Bali’s unique culture and traditions are so much a part of its current, everyday life that the island’s ancient history can easily be overlooked – but a record of its past is permanently on display at Bali's oldest and largest museum, Museum Negeri Propinsi Bali, in the heart of old Denpasar.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

When you enter the museum compound, unofficial guides will offer their services; they add little value to a visit, and you’re better off just reading the information panels, which display English content.



Ancient Discoveries

The museum is fascinating. Start chronologically in the Gedung Timor (East Building), which houses Stone Age tools and other artefacts from different periods of Bali’s history. Though the information shared here lacks context, it's a compelling collection.

Culture & Faith

Displays and explanations in the museum’s three other buildings are more comprehensive: the Buleleng Building focuses on coins and their use in rituals, as well as beautiful crafts and textiles. Displays at the Karangasem Building focus on Balinese Hinduism, while the Tabanan Building houses an impressive collection of kris, the ceremonial daggers that carry symbolic and spiritual value. It also houses dance costumes and masks, including a sinister rangda (a witch; an evil black-magic spirit of Balinese tales and dances), a healthy-looking Barong (a mythical lion–dog creature) and a towering Barong Landung (a really big Barong).

Architecture with Meaning

The museum buildings are interesting. The courtyards, gates and pavilions showcase different architectural styles from around Bali: the Tabanan Pavilion is constructed with posts from the court of a nobleman from Tabanan; the Karangasem Pavilion was built in the style of an audience hall from an East Bali palace; and the Buleleng Pavilion was built in the style of a North Bali residence.



WALKING TOUR

Amble Around Denpasar

Along the tree-lined streets of Denpasar's heart are windows into Bali’s history and culture. This is the commercial and governmental centre of the island; it was even the focus of tourism when Seminyak, Canggu and Uluwatu were just specks on the map. This short stroll takes in Denpasar's main museum, its largest traditional market and myriad other highlights.


START
Pasar Badung

END
Museum Negeri Propinsi Bali

LENGTH
1.25km; 3 hours
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1 Start at the Market

The lively Pasar Badung is the largest market on the island. Get lost inside while browsing the floors of spices, fruit, vegetables, meat and homeware.

2 A Riot of Colour

Immediately east of Pasar Badung, Jl Sulawesi is home to a strip of fabric stores. The textiles here – batiks, cottons, silks – come in colours that make Barbie look like an old purse. A good place to start is Madju Batik Bali. FYI: many shops are closed on Sunday.

3 Denpasar's Oldest Block

The block of Jl Gajah Mada, east of Jl Sulawesi, is as old as commercial Denpasar gets. Stop for a coffee at two-table Bhineka Djaja, which has been roasting Bali-grown beans since 1935. Browse the shops catering to daily needs such as medicine, herbs, uniforms and sewing machines; if you have time, peep in at the wooden counters at Toko Poon.

4 Bali's Historic Hotel

The Inna Bali Heritage Hotel has a huge banyan tree, deep traditional verandas and a certain nostalgic charm. It dates from 1927 and was once the main tourist hotel on the island. Get the veteran employees talking – they have many stories. In the hotel's heyday (many, many decades ago), it hosted Charlie Chaplin, Queen Elizabeth II, Mahatma Gandhi and other luminaries.

5 Commemorative Square

Old Denpasar is centred on the park-like expanse of Puputan Square. A statue of a family showing fortitude in the face of death recalls the suicidal stand of Bali’s rajas against Dutch colonisers in 1906 (the word puputan means 'mass ritual suicide'). Just east, the elaborate Pura Jagatnatha is a recently renovated temple dedicated to the supreme god Sanghyang Widi. It's a good example of the spatial arrangement that dictates the layout of all the temples on the island.

6 The Island's Museum

Finish at the Museum Negeri Propinsi Bali, which holds – among its treasures – relics of the island’s Stone Age past.

For an extraordinary guided tour of old Denpasar, book a walk with I Gusti Ngurah Parta Wijaja (WhatsApp: +62 8135 322 0414), a lifelong Denpasar resident, who explains the intricacies of Bali's culture, religion and history.



EXPERIENCES

Wander Bali's Largest MarketMarket

map Google map

The name Denpasar translates as 'beside the market', and Pasar Badung, the largest traditional market on the island, certainly bustles. There’s always something being traded in and around this imposing complex, and it’s a fun and lively place to visit. The market is distinctly different on each level: there are spices on the ground floor; fruit, vegetables and meat on the second; and homeware and religious items on the third.

To see the market in full swing, get here before 10am. By 4pm, trading is almost over, and the action moves to the streets outside.

Honour Bali's IndependenceMonument & Museum

map Google map

The imposing Bajra Sandhi Monument celebrates the resilience of the Balinese people and their struggle for independence from Dutch colonisers. It rises from the centre of a popular manicured park, and the ornate structure is laden with symbolism. Look for the 17 steps leading to the main entrance, count the eight pillars inside the monument, and notice that it stands at 45m tall. Together, these elements represent 17 August 1945 – Indonesia’s Independence Day. Inside, dioramas trace Bali’s history and battles against the Dutch.

Join the Battle of the ArtsArts Festival

map Google map

The annual Bali Arts Festival, based at Taman Werdhi Budaya Art Centre, presents a great variety of traditional dance, music and crafts. Dance productions are grand, and Denpasar's opening ceremony and parade are spectacles.

The month-long festival (held in June/July) is important for scores of performing groups. Competition is fierce, with local pride on the line ('our Kecak is better than your Kecak', etc). Some events are held in a 6000-seat amphitheatre, and tickets are usually available before performances; schedules are online. The festival doesn't have a dedicated website, so keep an eye on local news sites and social media.

Adopt & Release TurtlesWildlife Sanctuary

map

The Turtle Conservation and Education Centre (tcecserangan.jimdofree.com) – on Pulau Serangan, 20 minutes south of Denpasar – rescues and rehabilitates sea turtles, with up to 40 injured and recovering green, hawksbill and Olive Ridley turtles. Newly hatched youngsters jostle in pools. The facility is free to visit, but you can pay to ‘adopt’ a hatchling. You’ll then be taken by boat to the edge of some mangroves, where you'll release it into the wild.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $$ Midrange     $$$ Top End
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Eating

Balinese Meals

Warung Wardani$

map Google map

Besides the small dining room up front, there's a larger one out back. Top-notch nasi campur (rice with a choice of side dishes) draws lunchtime crowds. 8am-6pm

Babi Guling Renon$

map Google map

A slightly upscale babi guling (spit-roast pig) spot with excellent plate lunches of same. 9am-5pm

Indonesian Meals

Kedai Emak$

map Google map

Contemporary Javanese restaurant serves buffet-style halal food. Fish, chicken and vegetarian options, all with fiery sauces. 8am-4pm

Mie Goreng Makassar Pelita$

map Google map

Popular local eatery has a small menu of Sulawesi dishes. Come for the sublime sambal (spicy sauce) and generous portions. 11am-10pm

Ayam Goreng Kalasan$

map Google map

Ayam goreng (fried chicken) named for a Javanese temple (Kalasan) in a region renowned for its fiery, crispy chicken. Long marination gives hints of lemongrass. 8am-10pm

Depot Cak Asmo$

map Google map

Order the buttery and crispy cumi-cumi (calamari) battered in telur asin (a heavenly mixture of eggs and garlic). Fruity ice drinks are a cooling treat. 8am-10pm

Snacks

Ne Men Gabrug$

map Google map

A favourite treat for the Balinese is jaje laklak – disks of rice flour cooked in a cast-iron pan and redolent of coconut. In a small strip of stalls. 8am-6pm

Gula Bali the Joglo$

map Google map

A colourful, characterful cafe with a lovely garden. Lots of juices, teas and coffees. A good place to regroup after some hard-charging tourism. 10am-5pm

[image: img]
Shopping

Timeless Buying

Kampung Arab

map Google map

Surrounding the corner of Jl Hasanudin and Jl Sulawesi, the many shops here sell jewellery and precious metals. Proprietors are multi-generations of Middle Eastern and Indian merchants. 9am-8pm

Madju Batik Bali

map Google map

Amid the many fabric shops on Jl Sulawesi, near Pasar Badung, this narrow spot has a huge selection of Balinese batik. Prices are marked and reasonable. 9am-4pm





Explore

Ubud & Around

Ubud is where a short holiday can easily turn into a stay of weeks, months or years. The town's reputation for art and culture is well deserved: this is a place imbued with Balinese traditions, where colourful offerings adorn the streets and the strains of gamelan are an ever-present soundtrack. It’s also somewhere that is relentlessly on trend – a showcase of sustainable design, mindfulness, culinary inventiveness and personal development, whether it be yoga or a more esoteric pursuit.
     It’s popular – sometimes suffocatingly so. But there's always an escape into a gallery, rice field path, hidden cafe, or within oneself. Ubud draws creative people the world over.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-cargif]u Car & Ridesharing

From South Bali, Ubud is reached via Denpasar or Sanur. Expect the trip from the airport to take anywhere between 90 minutes and two hours (or more), depending on traffic. Other than the odd tourist bus, most people arrive via rideshare app or hired car.

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walking

The heart of Ubud is easily walked – a top local activity. For rides further afield, you'll see drivers holding signs hawking their services, which are unmetered and negotiable. The ubiquitous Gojek and Grab apps make getting rides easy.


THE BEST

EVENING ACTIVITY Balinese dance shows

DAYTIME ACTIVITY Walking tour

MUSEUM Museum Puri Lukisan

GUIDED TOUR Ubud Story Walks

HIDDEN TREASURE Pura Penataran Sasih
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1Experiences

1Ubud PalaceD4

2Puri Saren AgungD4

3Pura Taman SaraswatiC4

4Pura Gunung LebahB4

5Museum Puri LukisanC4

6Agung Rai Museum of ArtD8

7Neka Art MuseumB1

8Bali Culture WorkshopE5

9Kerta ArtC5

10Ubud Monkey ForestC7

11Bali Bird WalksB4

12Ceking Rice TerracesF3

13Above the Clouds Natural WearD5

14Ananda SoulD5

15CurativeD5

16Goa GajahE2

17Pura Penataran SasihF1

18Pura Kebo EdanF2

19Museum Gedung ArcaF2

20Gunung KawiF3




5Eating

21Sweet Orange WarungC3

22Yellow Flower CafeA3

23KafeD6

24Room4DessertB1

25Hujan LocaleD4

26Locavore NXTD8

27MozaicB2

28Warung Pulau KelapaB2

29In Da Compound WarungD5

30Nasi Ayam KedewatanA1

31SayuriE5

32HerbivoreD5

33AlchemyA4

34Sari OrganikC2




6Drinking

35BolicheB4

36KawiB1

37LairB4




7Shopping

38Sensatia BotanicalsC5

39Toko ElamiD4

40Threads of LifeD3

41Tradisi TextilesB8

42Ganesha BookshopD5










WALKING TOUR

Walk Ubud

Starting in the heart of Ubud, this walk takes you into the sublime natural beauty of the surrounding area. Explore deep forests, lush rice fields and gushing waterfalls, all just north of town but feeling a world away. The route is fairly level, but wear sturdy footwear for the more slippery areas.


START
Jl Kajeng

END
Jl Raya Ubud

LENGTH
7.5km; 3 hours
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1 Festival of Vendors

Head north up Jl Kajeng, passing by the long strips of vendor stalls. Amid the tat, look for handmade items demonstrating the sellers' artistry. Note the hundreds of concrete paving squares, each decorated by a local sponsor. Many are quite sweet.

2 Drink a Coconut

Just past the Bale Banjar Ubud Kaja, head uphill as the road becomes a path. You’ll soon see a lush green vista of rice fields. Follow the path north past a few villas and vendors selling coconuts. Stop off for a fresh one to rehydrate. The cement path will soon give way to dirt.

3 Rice Irrigation

Eventually, the path will morph into the top of a narrow concrete wall that runs along a subak (irrigation) channel on one side and a small river on the other. Palm trees and bamboo close in overhead, providing deep shade.

4 Fields of Green

Walk carefully until you come to a tiny footbridge. Cross over it and follow the path up the embankment. Continue north for about 1.5km, through green rice fields dotted with the odd villa, vendor and artist's studio. Look for relaxed, family-run guesthouses where you could easily lose a few weeks.

5 Cafe & Waterfalls

When you reach a road wide enough for cars, turn east. Walk down, past Cafe Bintang (if open, enjoy a casual Japanese meal here), to a bridge over surging waterfalls, which flow year-round.

6 Lush River Gorge

To the east of Cafe Bintang, take the small lane that runs south through the river gorge. Fenced yards filled with ducks give way to more rice fields as the path rises up out of the gorge and curves south.

7 Small Lanes & Cafes

After about 750m of walking through the small gorge, turn east and follow the car-capable road down, over a bridge and back up to Jl Suweta. Walk south for 1km, past many small cafes – perfect for a pause.

8 Meandering Downhill

Cross the bridge from Jl Suweta to fairly quiet Jl Sri Wedari and walk gently downhill past little warungs (food stalls), cafes and shops, back to Jl Raya Ubud.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Balinese Dance Performances

The highlight of a visit to Ubud, Balinese dancers move with hypnotic grace as their dance tells stories rich with the essence of Hindu lore. Multiple performances are staged nightly in Ubud. Gamelan music, played on bamboo and bronze instruments, is an integral part of many of the shows.



PLANNING TIP

Finding a schedule for the nightly performances is a challenge. Keep watch as you walk around Ubud for signs at venues for shows on that night. Buy tickets at the entrance.



Kecak Dance

Probably the best-known Balinese dance due to its spellbinding, hair-raising atmosphere, the Kecak features a ‘choir’ of up to 80 men and boys who sit in concentric circles and slip into a trance as they chant and sing ‘chak-a-chak-a-chak’, imitating a troop of monkeys. Sometimes called the ‘vocal gamelan’, this is the only music to accompany the dance re-enactment from the Hindu epic, the Ramayana, which tells the ancient story of Prince Rama, Princess Sita, and the evil demon king, Rawana.

The modern version of Kecak was developed in the 1930s from a magical collaboration between the Balinese dancer, Wayan Limbak, and the German painter, Walter Spies.

Barong & Rangda

The Barong and Rangda dance (pictured) rivals the Kecak as Bali’s most popular for tourists.

Again, it’s a battle between good (the Barong) and bad (the Rangda).

The Barong is a good, mischievous, and fun-loving shaggy dog–lion creature with huge eyes and a mouth that clacks away to much dramatic effect. Because this character is the benevolent protector of a village, the actors playing the Barong (who are utterly lost under layers of fur-clad costume) will emote a variety of winsome antics. But as is typical of Balinese dance, it is not all lighthearted – the Barong is a sacred character indeed, and you’ll often see him in processions and rituals.


There’s nothing sacred about the Barong’s buddies. One or more monkeys attend to him, and these characters often steal the show. Actors are given free rein to range wildly. The best aim a lot of high jinks at the audience, especially members who seem to be taking things a tad too seriously.

Meanwhile, the widow–witch Rangda is bad through and through. The Queen of Black Magic, the character’s monstrous persona can include flames shooting out her ears, a tongue dripping fire and a mane of wild hair.

The story features a duel between the Rangda and the Barong, whose supporters draw their kris (traditional dagger, often held to have spiritual or magical powers) and rush in to help. The long-tongued, sharp-fanged Rangda throws them into a trance, making them stab themselves. It’s quite a spectacle. Thankfully, the Barong casts a spell that neutralises the power of the kris so it cannot harm them.
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QUICK BREAK

Snacks, water and beer are often sold inside the venues. Ladies with buckets of ice wait discreetly in the shadows. Ask for a cold one.





USEFUL TIPS

Most performances begin around 7 or 7.30pm.

Arrive at least 20 minutes ahead of time to get a good seat.

Performances last about 90 minutes.

Bright screens on phones held for pics are distracting to those behind you.

Leaving in the middle of a performance is extremely rude and an insult to the performers.



Legong Dance

Characterised by flashing eyes and quivering hands, this most graceful, stylised and symbolic of Balinese dances is performed by two young girls dancing in mirror image. Their talent is so revered that in old age, a classic dancer will be remembered as a ‘great Legong’. They are elaborately made up and dressed in gold brocade, relating a story about a king who takes a maiden captive and consequently starts a war, in which he dies.

Kecak Fire Dance

This dance was developed to drive out evil spirits. A male dancer in a trance dances around and through a fire of coconut husks, riding a coconut palm. There are many variations, and it's often included as a dramatic, flaming add-on at the end of other performances.

Dance Venues

Ubud’s top dance venues include:

• Ubud Palace Magical setting with an ornate backdrop.

• Pura Taman Saraswati Beautiful temple with water features.

• Pura Dalem Ubud Temple compound with a flame-lit backdrop.

• Puri Agung Peliatan Simple village setting that hosts serious troupes.

• Pura Padang Kerta and Pura Penataran Kloncing Simple, convenient venues on Jl Hanoman.



EXPERIENCES

Visit Ubud PalacePalace

The modest Ubud Palace (map Google map) and its temple, Puri Saren Agung (map Google map), share a compound in the heart of Ubud. Most structures were built after the 1917 earthquake, and the local royal family still lives here. Despite the name, this sprawling compound is not palatial or excessively ornate. Rather, it's a warren of courtyards and traditional Balinese buildings that extend well back from the limited area that's open to the public. It's a popular venue for Balinese dance performances.

Experience Ubud's Evocative TemplesHindu Temples

Ubud has dozens of temples. While most are closed to visitors, there are some noteworthy exceptions.

Pura Taman Saraswati (map Google map) is one of the most picturesque temples in Ubud and is always open to the public. Right off Jl Raya Ubud, it provides a welcome relief from the crowded footpaths. Water flowing from the rear of the large site feeds a pond in front, which overflows with lotus blossoms.

Just west of the centre, down by the start of Jl Raya Campuan, Pura Gunung Lebah (map Google map) sits on a jutting rock at the confluence of two tributaries of Sungai Cerik. Far below street level in a lush gorge, the setting is magical.

Explore Bali's Artistic OfferingsArt Museum

map Google map

The modern Balinese art movement started in Ubud when artists began to abandon religious and royal themes for scenes of everyday life.

Of the various local art museums, Museum Puri Lukisan is the most enjoyable to visit, even if your interest in art is limited. It's set in lovely, tiered gardens replete with water features, and its four buildings display works from all schools and periods of Balinese art. All works are labelled in English, and QR codes link to excellent additional info. You can easily spend an hour or two here.

The East Building has a collection of early works from Ubud and the surrounding villages. The North Building features fine ink drawings by I Gusti Nyoman Lempad (1862–1978) and paintings by artists of the Pita Maha School, such as Walter Spies (1895–1942). Don't miss Temple Festival (1938) by I Gusti Ketut Kobot (1917–99).

Discover MasterpiecesArt Museum

map Google map

The Agung Rai Museum of Art is another must-see museum. Founder Agung Rai built his fortune selling Balinese art to foreigners in the 1970s, and during his time as a dealer, he acquired one of Indonesia's most impressive private art collections. Exhibits include classical Kamasan paintings and Batuan-style works from the 1930s and '40s. In the traditional gallery, look for The Dance Drama Arja (1990) by I Ketut Kasta (b 1945), Cremation Ceremony (1994) by I Ketut Sepi (b 1941) and the extraordinarily detailed Wali 'Ekadesa Rudra' (2015) by I Wayan Mardiana (b 1970).

Understand Ubud's Artful ReputationArt Museum

map Google map

Well up along Jl Raya Campuan, the Neka Art Museum offers an excellent introduction to Balinese art, with a top-notch collection displayed in a series of pavilions and halls. On a one-hour visit, don't miss the multiroom Balinese Painting Hall, which showcases wayang (puppet) style, as well as the European-influenced Ubud and Batuan styles, introduced in the 1920s and '30s. Also notable is the Lempad Pavilion, with works by the master artist, sculptor and architect I Gusti Nyoman Lempad (1862–1978).

Experience Balinese Puppet ShowsPuppets

More than entertainment, wayang kulit (shadow-puppet plays) have been Bali’s candlelit village cinema for centuries, embodying all the sacred seriousness of a classical Greek drama. Traditional performances were typically long and intense – lasting six hours or more.

Originally used to bring ancestors back to this world, the shows feature painted buffalo-hide puppets believed to have great spiritual power, and the dalang (puppeteer and storyteller) is an almost mystical figure. In central Ubud, Bali Culture Workshop (map Google map), at Oka Kartini BnB, stages popular evening shows.

Hidden away near the soccer field, Kerta Art (map Google map) also puts on evening performances on the porch of Kerta Accommodation.


Ubud's Artful History

Late in the 19th century, the Sukawati royal family established an outpost in Ubud and began a series of alliances and confrontations with neighbouring kingdoms. In 1900, along with the kingdom of Gianyar, Ubud became (at its own request) a Dutch protectorate and was able to concentrate on its religious and cultural life. The royals encouraged visits by Western artists in the 1930s, most notably Walter Spies, Colin McPhee and Rudolf Bonnet. They provided an enormous stimulus to local art by introducing new ideas and displaying and promoting Balinese culture worldwide. As mass tourism arrived in Bali, Ubud became an important art-and-culture destination.



Commune with MonkeysWildlife Park

map Google map

With its flashy theme-park-like entrance near the south end of the eponymous road, you’d be hard-pressed to realise that Ubud Monkey Forest was once merely a shady expanse that was home to three temples and a resident troop of over 1000 well-fed and light-fingered monkeys.

Now a top destination for day-trippers from across Bali, you can escape the crowds by visiting early or late in the day. You can’t miss the grey-haired and greedy long-tailed Balinese macaques who are nothing like the innocent-looking, doe-eyed primates in social media shots – they can bite, so be careful, and keep an eye on your belongings.

Walk & Bike UbudGuided Tours

Specialised tours in Ubud include thematic walks and cultural adventures. Spending a few hours exploring the area with an expert is a fabulous way to savour this wonderful place.

Perhaps the best two to three hours you'll spend is on a tour with Ubud Story Walks (ubudstorywalks.com). These remarkably detailed and entertaining tours cover Balinese culture and history in the region. Learn about Ubud past and present, the unsung wonders of the temples in Pejeng, and more.

You can also whizz downhill while enjoying day-long tours of remote villages near Ubud with Banyan Tree Bike Tours (banyantreebiketours.com). The popular tours emphasise interaction with villagers.

One of Ubud's first tourist businesses, Bali Bird Walks (map Google map) was started by the legendary Victor Mason more than 30 years ago. A birdwatching tour with them means you're likely to spot between 30 and 100 bird species.

Take in Rice Terrace ViewsViewpoint

map

Heading north from Ubud, the stupendous views of the Ceking Rice Terraces from Tagallalang’s main road have morphed into a vast tourist circus, replete with a blight of competing Instagram swings. Cafes continually build out further over the edge of the cliff to cut off their competitors' views, which means that nowadays, everyone's view is obscured. Some have even added infinity pools. Signs and unofficial guides shill for parking lots, walking tours and the inevitable kopi luwak joints (avoid due to animal cruelty).

Still, this is one of the best views of rice terraces in Bali, so the frenzy of selfies isn't surprising. Look for openings in the commercial strip not yet filled by cafes and savour the view of the sinuous ribbons of green without the hustle. Follow trails down into the verdant valley and expect to pay the occasional toll levied by farmers angling to get in on some of the action up the hillside.


UBUD’S BEST EVENTS

Ubud sees several compelling events and festivals throughout the year.

Ubud Open Studios

A two-day celebration of local artists, with over 70 opening their studios to visitors. Many special events. March; ubudopenstudios.com

Bali Spirit Festival

A popular yoga, dance and music festival, with hundreds of workshops, concerts and more. Early May; balispiritfestival.com

Ubud Village Jazz Festival

The annual two-day jazz festival features an international line-up of performers. Late July; ubudvillagejazzfestival.com

Ubud Writers & Readers Festival

Southeast Asia’s major literary event draws (many famous) writers and readers from around the world for a five-day celebration. October; ubudwritersfestival.com



Soulful Shopping in UbudStylish Shops

Within a few hundred metres of where Jl Dewi Sita meets Jl Hanoman are some of Ubud's most interesting, stylish and ethical shops. Barely wider than a bolt of fabric, Above the Clouds Natural Wear (map Google map) sells casual linen and cotton clothes that are designed and sewn in the villages around Ubud, while Ananda Soul (map Google map) is a store with a heart. Proceeds from their locally designed and produced jewellery (and small line of resort wear) support local communities.

You can also browse the work of more than 30 Indonesian jewellery, accessories and clothing designers at Curative (map Google map). Bargains abound.

Feel the Mystery of Goa GajahAncient Monument

map Google map

Visitors enter the rock-hewn Goa Gajah (Elephant Cave), just outside of Ubud, through what resembles the cavernous mouth of a demon. Inside, there are fragmentary remains of a lingam (the phallic symbol of the Hindu god Shiva) and a yoni (the vaginal symbol of the Hindu goddess Shakti), as well as a statue of Shiva's son, the elephant-headed god, Ganesha. Outside, two square bathing pools feature waterspouts held by six female figures. Goa Gajah probably dates to the 11th century. Maybe.


Venture to Pejeng's Jaw-dropping RelicAncient Artefact

map

Located 5km east of central Ubud, the village of Pejeng was the capital of the Balinese Pejeng kingdom for a short period between Javanese invasions. It collapsed in 1343 when the Majapahits – a Javanese Hindu dynasty – defeated King Dalem Bedaulu. Today, it is home to one of the region's most extraordinary but least-visited sights.

Pura Penataran Sasih was once the state temple of the Pejeng kingdom. In the inner courtyard is a remarkable treasure: a huge bronze drum known as the Moon of Pejeng, which is thought to date as far back as 300 BCE. The hourglass-shaped drum is 186cm high and is the largest single-piece cast drum in the world. The bronze alloy and casting technique have been traced back to the Dong Son people of ancient Vietnam, revealing a previously unknown trade route.

Visit the Giant of PejengAncient Statue

Across the road from Pura Penataran Sasih, Pura Kebo Edan (map) is not an imposing structure, but it is famous for its much-weathered, 3m-high statue, known as the Giant of Pejeng, thought to be approximately 600 years old. Although generally covered, one peak at his midsection and you'll see that a) as a tailor would say, 'he dresses to the left', and b) the 'giant' moniker is apt.

Many of the oldest Pejeng treasures have been found by farmers ploughing their fields. See a range of artefacts at the Museum Gedung Arca (map). Ubud Story Walks also runs an excellent tour of Pejeng's main sites.

Explore Gunung KawiAncient Monument

map

One of Bali’s oldest, holiest and most important monuments, the stunning river-valley complex of Gunung Kawi, 13 km north of Ubud, consists of 10 huge candi (shrines) cut out of the rock face. Each is believed to be a memorial to a member of an 11th-century Balinese royal family. Legends relate that the whole group was carved out of the rock in one hard-working night by the mighty fingernails of revered warrior Kebo Iwa.

Get to Gunung Kawi as early as possible for the best experience. If you start down the 250 steps by 7.30am, you’ll see residents going about their morning routines.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $$ Midrange     $$$ Top End

[image: img]
Eating

Clasic Ubud Cafes

Sweet Orange Warung$

map Google map

An idyllic location in the midst of the rice fields; walk here via the path to the right of Museum Puri Lukisan. 9am-8pm

Yellow Flower Cafe$

map Google map

Perched in Penestanan along a greenery-edged path, with a range of health drinks (turmeric, kombucha, chia water) and coffees. Incredible views. 8am-9pm

Kafe$

map Google map

Attractive decor, new-agey vibe and healthy food are the hallmarks of this upscale cafe; alt healer promotions cover the bulletin board. 7am-10pm

Fancy Meals

Room4Dessert$$$

map Google map

Chef Will Goldfarb's top-end bistro could be a nightclub; ever-changing, locally sourced tasting menus, with eye-popping cocktails. 4-10pm

Hujan Locale$$$

map Google map

TV chef Will Meyrick's outpost serves Indonesian with modern, creative flair in an atmospheric, open-air dining room. Addictive passion-fruit cocktails. noon-10pm

Locavore NXT$$$

map

Famous restaurant, now located in a striking structure amid its own farming fantasyland southwest of Ubud. High prices, high concept, hard to book. 6-10pm

Mozaic$$$

map Google map

Chef Chris Salans oversees French fusion cuisine; the constantly changing seasonal menu takes influences from tropical Asia. Tasting menus only. noon-10pm

Balinese Fare

Warung Pulau Kelapa$$

map Google map

Huge menu of authentic Indonesian dishes drawn from across the archipelago. Sensational sambals; ask for dishes 'local style' to get spicy. 10am-10pm

In Da Compound Warung$

map Google map

Behind a family guesthouse on delightful Jl Goutama, serving bargain dishes bursting with flavour and style. Bunnies hop about the garden. noon-9pm

Nasi Ayam Kedewatan$

map Google map

Few residents trekking through Sayan pass without stopping. The star is sate lilit: minced, spiced meat pressed onto skewers. 8am-9pm

Vegetarian & Vegan Meals

Sayuri$$

map Google map

Menu asks: 'If we are what we eat, what food do you want to become?' Here, you'll be a raw vegetable. 8am-10pm

Herbivore$$$

map Google map

More high-concept fare from Locavore, right on Jl Dewi Sita. Ever-changing tasting menus reflect what's in season; much from their farm. noon-8pm

Alchemy$$

map Google map

Classic, high-concept cafe offering create-your-own salads and smoothie bowls, plus raw vegan ice-creams and desserts. Cold-pressed juices. 7am-9pm

Sari Organik$

map Google map

In an organic farm overlooking rice terraces, a large menu of veggie food and drink is served, and some raw options. Walk here via the rice fields. 8am-9pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Cocktail Bars

Boliche

map Google map

On the site of pioneering Ubud boozer Beggar's Bush, this stylish, top-end cocktail bar draws on local flavours for offbeat drinks; goes late. 8pm-1am

Kawi

map Google map

The name means 'poet' in Sanscrit, you'll find inventive drinks here made with local ingredients, like arak (colourless, distilled palm wine) infused with dried bananas – poetry in a glass. Narrow bar, chill garden. 6pm-midnight

Lair

map Google map

Look for the Boho sign pointing downwards at the Campuan bridge. Within earshot of the flowing river; primitive decor, sophisticated drinks and snacks. 6pm-midnight
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Shopping

Made in Ubud

Sensatia Botanicals

map Google map

Started in East Bali in 2000, this is a polished and stylish vendor of cosmetics. Packaging is made from cassava starch. 10am-9pm

Toko Elami

map Google map

Amid the Jl Kajeng market, the creations of over 20 local artisans are sold here. Look for out-of-the-ordinary t-shirts, prints, games, bags, stickers and more. 9am-9pm

Shops Only Found in Ubud

Threads of Life

map Google map

Famous purveyor of traditional textiles. The Jl Kajeng location is joined by a large and airy shop on Jl Raya Lungsiakan, northwest of the centre. 10am-6pm

Tradisi Textiles

map Google map

South of Ubud Monkey Forest, this small workshop with retail space has artisans producing traditional ikat and other textiles. Does custom work. 9am-6pm

Ganesha Bookshop

map Google map

Extraordinary curated selection of new and used titles. Huge range on Balinese and Indonesian culture; many works by authors appearing at the Ubud Writers & Readers Festival. 9am-9pm





Explore

East Bali

Wandering the roads of East Bali is one of the island’s great pleasures. Rice terraces spill down hillsides under swaying palms, wild volcanic beaches are washed by pounding surf and age-old villages meander on with barely a trace of modernity. You’ll be spoiled for day trips and adventures in the parts closest to Sanur and Ubud. Look for surprises along the lovely backroads, and revel in the solitude on the black-sand beaches. Some of Bali's lushest scenery is found at the Sideman rice terraces, while waterfalls are the essence of tropical beauty. The island's mother temple, Pura Besakih, is on the slopes of its father volcano, Gunung Agung.
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See for eating and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-cargif]u Car & Ridesharing

East Bali is easy to access from nearby Ubud and Sanur. Whether you drive yourself or give someone else the honour, you will need your own wheels to explore. The region is ideal for random explorations, as you can never get too lost, and there's always another surprise – be it a waterfall, view, temple, village, etc. If you're staying in Ubud or Sanur, you might consider using a rideshare to reach Gianyar Night Market and the beaches.


THE BEST

HISTORIC SIGHT Puri Agung Semarapura

BEACH Pantai Lebih

TEMPLE Pura Besakih

WALKS AMID LUSH BEAUTY Sidemen

WATERFALL Air Terjun Jagasatru





WALKING TOUR

Walk Klungkung

Klungkung, officially called Semarapura but known by its traditional name, is home to the historic Klungkung Palace, a relic of the days of the rajas. Once the centre of Bali’s most important kingdom, the town retains the palace compound from its royal past and has a busy market, all of which can be explored on this short walk.


START
Puputan Monument

END
Klungkung Market

LENGTH
1km; 2 hours
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1 Monument to Royal Sacrifice

Klungkung was the last Balinese kingdom to succumb to the Dutch colonisers (1908) and the sacrifice of its royal family, who committed puputan (mass ritual suicide) rather than surrender, is commemorated in the towering Puputan Monument in the plaza on Jl Serapati, just across from the former royal palace, Puri Agung Semarapura.

2 Legacies of the Rajas

Cross to the old royal compound. Ignore the old portions for now and walk the short distance west to the Museum Semarajaya. Among the highlights here is an evocative painting with a detailed depiction of the 1908 puputan, courtesy of the Dutch troops. Displays include traditional weapons, costumes and cherished ceremonial items, alongside some interesting old photos of the royal court.

3 Klungkung Palace

Now fully briefed on the Klungkung royals and the puputan, you can delve into the fascinating remains of Puri Agung Semarapura (Klungkung Palace). Built in 1710, the compound was laid out as a large square, with courtyards, gardens, pavilions and moats. Much was destroyed in 1908.

4 Evocative Art

Next up is the Bale Kambang, a beautiful, water-surrounded, open-sided pavilion. The ceiling showcases rows of paintings. The first row is based on the astrological calendar, the second on the folk tale of Pan and Men Brayut and their 18 children, and the upper rows on the adventures of the hero Sutasona.

5 Supreme Court

In the northeastern corner of the complex, the airy Kertha Gosa pavilion was effectively the supreme court of the Klungkung kingdom, where disputes and cases that could not be settled at village level were eventually brought. A superb example of Klungkung architecture, it features a ceiling covered with fine 20th-century paintings in wayang (shadow-puppet) style.

6 The Region's Best Market

One block east, the sprawling Klungkung Market is a vibrant hub of commerce, and a meeting place for people of the region. You can easily spend an hour wandering about the warren of fresh produce, jewellery and ikat (woven cloth) stalls, all crammed into a series of buildings on three levels – and sprawling onto the surrounding streets.
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1Experiences

1Pantai KeramasA6

2Pantai SelukatA5

3Pantai LebihB5

4Pura Goa LawahD5

5Pura BesakihC2

6SidemenB1

7Pura Bukit TagehA1

8Tri Eka BuanaC4

9PenglipuranB3

10Air Terjun JagasatruD3

11Air Goa Giri CampuhanB3

12Air Tukad CepungB3

13Air Goa RajaB3




5Eating

14Warung Lesehan Sari BarunaC5

15Locas WaroengB5

16Gianyar Night MarketA5

17Warung Babi Guling Pande EgiA4

18Masa MasaA6

19Sababay WineryB5

20Warung MelitaB1

21Joglo D’UmaB2

229am CoffeeB2




7Shopping

23Pertenunan Setia Cap CiliA5

24Pelangi Traditional WeavingB1










EXPERIENCES

Frolic along 20km of SandBeaches

The coastal highway between Sanur and Kusamba runs along a 20km swathe of black-sand beaches, and most roads and lanes heading towards the water end at a beach. The shoreline is striking, with waves pounding the volcanic grey sand and oodles of temples scattered throughout. This coast holds great religious significance for the Balinese.

Some of the beaches have places to eat and drink; others have nothing at all; almost all will be uncrowded.

Pantai Keramas (map) has consistent, world-class surf, and lots of rental villas dotted alongside it. Pantai Selukat (map) is a centre of tourism development with guesthouses, villas and hotels. The beach is wide and dark, and the views to Nusa Lembongan are sweeping, while Pantai Lebih (map) is just off the highway and features glittering, mica-infused sand. The air is redolent with the smell of BBQ fish emanating from the beachside warungs (food stalls).

Discover the Bat CaveHindu Temple

map

One of Bali’s more important temples, the small Pura Goa Lawah (Bat Cave Temple) is in a cliff full of both fruit bats and tour groups. An unconfirmed legend says the cave leads all the way to Pura Besakih, some 19km away. The bats provide sustenance for the legendary giant snake, the deity Naga Basuki, who is also believed to live in the cave. You can politely decline the unofficial guides offering unnecessary tours. The cave is 3km east of Kusamba.

Experience Bali's Holiest TempleHindu Temples

map Google map

Perched nearly 1000m up the side of Gunung Agung is Bali’s most important temple complex, Pura Besakih. It's a vast series of 23 separate but related temples that together form a haven for the gods (besakih is derived from the Sanskrit word for 'sanctuary'). On a misty day, the scores of jet-black meru (multi-roofed shrines) soaring towards the sky are a dramatic sight.

Individual temples are not always open to visitors, as processions of village groups are constantly arriving for ceremonies. You can at least usually walk amid the various holy sites. Visits can come with hassle though: ignore ad hoc offers to ‘come pray with me’ and the like once in the complex. They are usually preludes to a scam. Note that the services of a guide are now included in the ticket price, and offerings are never necessary in temples.


EAST BALI'S BEST WATERFALLS

The Indonesian word for waterfall is air, and they abound in East Bali. Many require admission tickets and possibly a local guide.

Air Terjun Jagasatru

map

Descend steep concrete steps to reach a narrow stream that plunges down into this hidden pool.

Air Goa Giri Campuhan

map

Walk through a rice field, then down some caves to this series of waterfalls, burbling over huge rocks.

Air Tukad Cepung

map

Ramble through a forest, then steep steps, then a narrow stone canyon, to this wide, gushing waterfall.

Air Goa Raja

map

Stroll through lush scenery, numerous bridges and endless steps to these tall falls.



Idle amid the IdyllicNatural Feature

In Sidemen (map) (si-da-men), a walk in any direction is a communion with nature. Winding through one of Bali’s most beautiful river valleys, the road to this hilltop village offers marvellous rice-terrace scenery, a sweet rural character and extraordinary views of the volcano, Gunung Agung, which looms large to the northeast. People flock here to revel in the lush, luxuriant countryside while relaxing in low-key guesthouses and hotels (almost all of which have places to eat). It can get cool and misty at night, so pack some layers.

Although just soaking up the views is a temptation, there are lots of walks and treks in this multihued green valley that's laced with gushing subak irrigation channels. One walk involves a spectacular three-hour, round-trip climb to Pura Bukit Tageh (map), a small temple with big views. To the south-east, follow the scents of fermentation to the tiny village of Tri Eka Buana (map), a centre for the traditional distillation of arak, Bali's very own liquor.

Stroll a Tourist VillageTraditional Village

map

One of Bali’s most popular attractions – especially with tourists from other parts of Indonesia – is the traditional village of Penglipuran. Organised around a gently descending, grass-lined, 400m-long pedestrian avenue, numerous Balinese family compounds have been turned into a combination of snack stands and souvenir shops. It gets crowded with day-trippers; clever visitors get dropped off at the north end of the village, near the bamboo forest, and then enjoy a 20-minute stroll to the south end to be picked up.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Budget     $$ Midrange     $$$ Top End
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Eating

Seafood

Warung Lesehan Sari Baruna$

map

Popular roadside pavilion with meals of spicy fish satay, fishball broth, steamed fish, and fiery sambal. Near Pura Goa Lawah. 9am-8pm

Locas Waroeng$

map

On the sand at Pantai Selukat, this is a good place for grilled fish (much caught nearby) and other Indo faves. 9am-7pm

Balinese Favourites

Gianyar Night Market$

map

Scores of stalls provide festive clamour to Gianyar’s wonderfully aromatic pasar malam (night market), one of Bali's best; a short drive from Ubud. 6-11pm

Warung Babi Guling Pande Egi$

map

Near Gianyar, enjoy a traditional meal of roast pork at this lovely open-air outlet overlooking some rice fields. 9am-9pm

Atmospheric Meals

Masa Masa$$

map

Casual lunches and elegant dinners, cooled by sea breezes. On some nights there's live music, from jazz to acoustic. Gallery and shops, too. 9am-10pm

Sababay Winery$$

map

Home to wine that hits above its weight (try the 2020 Reserve Red); elegant lunches served in a serene garden. 11am-3pm

Meals & Drinks near Sideman

Warung Melita$$

map

Riverside bale (open-air pavilion) in the Darmada Eco Resort with Balinese and Western dishes, including homemade ice-cream; organic veggies grown on-site. 9am-9pm

Joglo D’Uma$$

map

Pavilion restaurant with a sensational view of nearby rice terraces; food is tourist-friendly with gentle seasoning. 8am-9pm

9am Coffee$

map

The best Sideman spot for a morning coffee before a day exploring the rice terraces. 8am-9pm
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Shopping

Traditional Textiles

Pertenunan Setia Cap Cili

map

Gianyar textile factory dating to 1948. Produces vibrantly patterned weft ikat (a kind of woven cloth), called endek in Bali. 9am-5pm Mon-Fri

Pelangi Traditional Weaving

map

Sidemen workshop for endek and kain songket (cloth with silver or gold thread woven through it). 9am-5pm






WORTH A TRIP

More to Do in Bali

Bali may only be 160km wide by 100km long, but it is dense with things to see and do. Beyond the main coverage in this guide, there are still myriad more places of note, both on Bali and the nearby islands. Whether on a day trip or as part of a longer sojourn, some of the more notable areas of interest are detailed here, as well as info on how to get to them from Bali’s main tourist hubs.


Nusa Lembongan & Nusa Penida

Closest to Bali, Nusa Lembongan’s dramatic landscape of wave-pounded cliffs and quiet mangrove forests is enriched by some lovely beaches. The 2km stretch of white sand that is Pantai Jungutbatu fronts water where you can snorkel over a coral reef and surf perfectly formed reef-break waves.

Looming behind Lembongan – when viewed from Bali – Nusa Penida (pictured) is large and wild. It has beaches of extraordinary beauty, such as Pantai Lumangan, that require daredevil skills to reach. Exploring its long coast yields a string of surprises.

Both islands are very popular with day-trippers. For overnight stays, Lembongan boasts scores of boho places to stay and party. Penida has more of a frontier feel but does have some good guesthouses.

[image: icon-cargif]u Getting There & Away

From

Canggu & Seminyak Drive to Sanur, 1 hour; fast boat to either island, 40–50 minutes

Uluwatu & Nusa Dua Drive to Sanur, 1–1½ hours; fast boat to either island, 40–50 minutes

Sanur Fast boat to either island, 40–50 minutes

Ubud Drive to Sanur, 1 hour; fast boat to either island, 40–50 minutes

West Bali

Bali’s tourist buzz fades as you continue westwards beyond Pura Tanah Lot.

Even as development from South Bali sprawls outward, Bali’s true west, which is split by the busy main road from Denpasar to the ferry port for Java at Gilimanuk, remains dotted with corners where solitude is the norm. It’s easy to find serenity amid its wild jungle, rice fields and charcoal-coloured beaches.

On the coast, surfers hit the breaks at funky beachside communities that are difficult to leave. The waves at Balian Beach have a following, and a small surfer community has sprung up with simple guesthouses and somewhat posher retreats. Further west, Medewi is even more remote. A burgeoning collection of guesthouses, resorts and some superb places to eat offer comfort, pleasure and relaxation. Pura Rambut Siwi is nearly as important as Pura Tanah Lot and Pura Luhur Ulu Watu but draws a fraction of the crowds.

[image: jpg]

FRANCESCO RICCARDO IACOMINO/GETTY IMAGES ©

[image: icon-cargif]u Getting There & Away

From

Canggu & Seminyak Drive 30 minutes (Balian Beach) to 1½ hours (Pura Rambut Siwi)

Uluwatu & Nusa Dua Drive 2–3 hours

Sanur Drive 1½–2½ hours

Ubud Drive 2–3 hours

Central Mountains

Bali has a hot soul, with volcanoes stretching along its spine. The island’s centre rises far above the lowlands in the south and is a popular day-trip destination.


Gunung Batur is constantly letting off steam. Its otherworldly beauty leads hikers to gaze into its breathtaking caldera or get up before dawn to scale it for sunrise. At Danau Bratan there are sacred Hindu temples like Pura Ulun Danu Bratan, while Candikuning has fresh strawberries and Bali Botanic Garden.

The colonial-era village of Munduk, a hiking centre, has views down the hills to the north coast, which matches the beauty of the nearby waterfalls. In the shadow of Gunung Batukau, you’ll find one of Bali’s most mystic temples, Pura Luhur Batukau. Just south, the UNESCO-listed Jatiluwih rice terraces bedazzle.

[image: icon-cargif]u Getting There & Away

From

Canggu & Seminyak Drive 1 hour (Jatiluwih) to 2½ hours (Munduk)

Uluwatu & Nusa Dua Drive 2½–4 hours

Sanur Drive 1½–3 hours

Ubud Drive 30 minutes–2 hours

Far Eastern Bali

Exploring the far east of Bali, beyond the black-sand beaches and Klungkung, is one of the island’s great pleasures, with rice terraces spilling down hillsides, as well as historic palaces and a famous dive site. Watching over this is Gunung Agung, the sacred volcano.

On the coast, Padangbai is a funky beach town and ferry port. Further on, Pantai Pasir Putih is a beloved white-sand beach. Amlapura has palaces, including the unmissable Taman Tirta Gangga water palace. Nearby, Pura Lempuyang offers panoramic views on a magical uphill trek.

The remote Amed Coast is home to fishing villages with dozens of guesthouses devoted to rest and rejuvenation. Just north, Tulamben’s blue waters hold a shipwreck right offshore – popular with day-tripping snorkelers and serious divers.

[image: icon-cargif]u Getting There & Away

From

Canggu & Seminyak Drive 2 hours (Padangbai) to 3 hours (Amed)

Uluwatu & Nusa Dua Drive 2–3 hours

Sanur Drive 1–2 hours

Ubud Drive 1–2 hours


North Bali

The land on the other side? That’s North Bali. The big draw here is the incredible diving and snorkelling at Pulau Menjangan, in West Bali National Park – a nature wonderland, with surprisingly good animal spotting. Arcing around a nearby bay, Pemuteran may be Bali’s best beach town: a relaxed oasis where residents and tourists mix in a convivial stew. In the middle of the north coast, Lovina is a sleepy beach strip with cheap hotels. Just east, museums and history await in Bali’s second city, Singaraja. Inland, there’s the roar of dozens of waterfalls cascading down impossibly green hillsides thick with wild fruit trees and hiking trails.

[image: icon-cargif]u Getting There & Away

From

Canggu & Seminyak Drive 3 hours (Lovina) to 4 hours (Pemuteran)

Uluwatu & Nusa Dua Drive 4–5 hours

Sanur Drive 3–4 hours

Ubud Drive 2–3½ hours

Gili Islands

The Gili Islands are a trio of paradise islands with low-hanging palms and crystal-clear waters. The outer perimeter of each island is replete with tourist-catered offerings, with scores of guesthouses, cafes, bars and more. There’s plenty to do onshore, but a top draw is the surrounding marine life, where sea turtles and colourful fish twirl around the reefs.

All three islands are vehicle-free, and each has its own personality. The busiest, Gili Trawangan (Gili T), has all-night parties and ample hangout spots. Pint-sized Gili Meno, the middle island, is the quietest, maintaining plenty of local character and tradition. To the east, Gili Air feels like a fusion of the other two – a place where you can grab a beer somewhere vibey, or bliss out in silence with a coconut.

Boats depart for the Gilis from Amed, Padangbai, Sanur and other Bali ports. All are required to make a time-wasting detour to the port of Bangsal on Lombok on the way. For much of South Bali, Sanur is the port of choice.
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From

Canggu & Seminyak Drive to Sanur, 1 hour; fast boat, 3½–4 hours

Uluwatu & Nusa Dua Drive to Sanur, 1–1½ hours; fast boat, 3½–4 hours

Sanur Fast boat, 3½–4 hours

Ubud Drive to Padangbai, 1 hour; fast boat, 3–3½ hours
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Family Travel

Travelling with children in Bali is an enriching experience. Kids are part of the community here, and everyone has a responsibility towards them. Children of all ages will enjoy both the attention and the many diversions.



What to Pack

Supermarkets and stores stock almost everything you’ll need – indeed, almost everything you’d find in similar shops at home. Nappies (diapers), baby food, packaged UHT milk, infant formula, etc. are easily purchased in Bali. Items to bring with you include a portable changing mat, car seat, favourite food and a front or back sling, or other type of baby carrier.




DINING WITH KIDS

Family dining is one of the joys of travelling, and Bali is so relaxed that kids can just be kids. At many eateries, kids romp around nearby while their parents enjoy a meal. Kitchens will usually cater to fussy palates.



Best Regions for Kids

Seminyak Surf lessons for kids and teens, and calm, breezy beach life, without the overlay of sleaze found in Kuta.

Sanur Beachside resorts, a reef-protected beach and many family-friendly activities.

Nusa Dua Huge resorts with kid-friendly programmes and a reef-protected beach.

Ubud Walks in nature, pesky monkeys, colourful markets and vibrant dance performances provide endless entertainment.

Stuff for Kids

Kids love Bali’s many markets, where you can laugh at all sorts of novelties and souvenirs. Dance performances, with their colour and movement, delight older kids.


Beach Safety

Always watch the water. The ocean surrounding Bali is unpredictable, and lifeguards are rare.



Staying Safe

The facilities and safeguards that many parents regard as basic may not be present in Bali. For example, up-high places with great views might not have railings. The main danger to kids – and adults – is traffic and bad footpaths.





Accommodation

Bali has every kind of place to stay imaginable. Prices are often more reasonable than you’d expect, aside from busy times.


Where to Stay if You Love…

Buzz

Canggu is dynamic and alive with on-trend restaurants, shops, clubs and much more. The beaches pulse with simple bars, huge clubs and surf action on the breaks.


HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN

A hostel dorm bed
under US$10

A boutique midrange hotel
from US$60

A lavish resort
from $250



Adventure

Uluwatu and the neighbouring northwest and south coasts are where the beaches are rugged and beautiful and the accommodation delightfully idiosyncratic (although there are also lavish resorts).


OUR PICK

We Love to Stay In...

Ubud

The famous town embraces visitors with a Balinese vibe that’s more intense than other popular areas of the island. As your days slip by in enjoyment, your life intertwines with that of Ubud’s residents. Nightly cultural shows, walks in the beautiful countryside and creative cafes add to the appealing character. Family-run guesthouses offer lovely connections to local life.



Resorts

Nusa Dua and the neighbouring areas are lined with top-end resorts run by international brands, with hundreds of rooms and every possible amenity. They offer reliable and cloistered escapes.

Family-Friendly Holidays

Sanur is the place for a relaxed holiday that also feels connected to Bali. Reefs protect the beach, which is lined with hotels of all types.

Relaxation

Seminyak is the heart of South Bali tourism. Its range of resorts, affordable hotels and rental villas is unmatched. Plus, you’re never far from the beaches – and sunsets.





Food, Drink & Nightlife

Allergies & Intolerances

People with food allergies and intolerances should be extremely careful when eating in Bali. Problematic substances such as nuts (especially peanuts) are used as a base for many dishes, even if they aren’t a featured ingredient. Kitchens aren’t set up to have nut-free zones. However, on-trend cafes in Canggu and Ubud, and some international resorts, may be more familiar with food sensitivities and vegan preferences.
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JUST SAY NO

The Balinese are relaxed about the at-times idiosyncratic tourist palette. If you are presented with something that you realise you’d rather not eat, just don’t eat it. Your host or server will likely be more bemused than offended.




YOU WANT IT SPICY?

Food served in Bali has been blandified to suit the perceived tastes of tourists. From the humblest market stall to the finest restaurant, no one wants a tourist complaining about too much spice. So getting some fire in your meal requires work. Ask for ‘Bali spicy’ or ‘pedas’, although it still won’t be as piquant as residents prefer.



When to Eat

Chefs and cooks go to their local market in the morning to buy fresh produce, when coconuts are roasted and spices painstakingly ground. Enough food is prepared to last all day, as meals are usually grabbed on the run, with dishes covered so that family members can serve themselves when convenient. Follow local eating habits and enjoy anything at any time.

HOW TO… Pay the Bill

Generally, you’ll need to ask for the bill or you’ll be sitting at your table indefinitely. Catch your waiter’s attention and say ‘The bill tolong’.

Splitting the bill Except at the highest-end restaurants, don’t. Everyone at the table should work it out among themselves. This applies whether you’re paying by cash or card.

Tipping Only expected at high-end places but greatly appreciated by staff, where small amounts make a meaningful difference. Always tip in cash to your server (or place it in a staff tip-box) and aim for 5–10%. Paying cash and refusing change is a good way to tip.


PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to the average cost of a main course.

$ under 60,000Rp

$$ 60,000–200,000Rp

$$$ 200,000Rp and up




OPENING HOURS

Cafes 8am to 9pm

Restaurants 8am or 11am to at least 9pm

Bars 6pm to 10pm
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Going Out

Beer You can get a cold one almost anywhere in Bali. The ubiquitous convenience stores, beach vendors, cafes, restaurants and more sell beer any time they’re open.

Wine and cocktails Higher concept beach cafes, clubs and speciality venues will supply you, as will any place to eat that has a bar.

When to go Cafes tend to be open during daylight hours and early evening. Beach bars wait until closer to sunset (although vendors take up the slack during the daytime). The big beach clubs go all day and then morph into proper clubs at night. Dance clubs hew closer to international standards, with some not being worth the bother until after 11pm.

What to wear Beach venues are obvious – whatever you want. Elsewhere, a modicum of decency is necessary to avoid offence. No bathing suits or shirtless attire in cafes, restaurants and the like. Clubs may have stricter rules, such as no singlets.


How Much for...

Top-end restaurant meal 406,000Rp+

Nasi campur 50,000Rp

Babi guling 45,000Rp

Balinese coffee 10,000Rp

Cocktail 150,000Rp+

Jamu (herbal health drink) 10,000Rp

Fresh coconut for drinking 10,000Rp







LGBTIQ+ Travellers

LGBTIQ+ travellers in Bali should follow the same precautions as straight travellers: no public displays of affection, although attitudes are usually relaxed.


Acceptance

Indonesia has passed a morality law aimed at preventing sex outside of marriage, but leaders in Bali are resolutely saying that the law will not apply to tourists to the island.

Bali in general is one of the most LGBTIQ+-friendly places in Southeast Asia owing to the many ways it caters to a rainbow of visitors. Couples shouldn’t expect any static when checking into a room, and there is a large gay and lesbian expat community here. Many own businesses that – if not gay-specific – are gay-friendly. In South Bali and Ubud, couples have few concerns beyond remembering that the Balinese are quite modest. Public displays of affection by anyone are disrespectful to residents.


OUR PICK

Top LGBTIQ+ Areas

In general, Canggu, Seminyak, Uluwatu and Ubud are where LGBTIQ+ people can be the most open and comfortable, and where you’ll see obvious signs of LGBTIQ+ life. Seminyak has a row of gay bars and clubs on Jl Camplung Tanduk.




LGBTIQ+ LEXICON

Gay men in Indonesia are referred to as maho or ‘gay’; lesbians are lesbi. Indonesia’s community of transgender and transsexual waria are named from the words wanita (woman) and pria (man); they are also known by the less polite banci.
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Resources

• Gay Nusatra Indonesia’s LGBTIQ+ community group. Focuses on social issues, government policy, support services, HIV prevention and more. gayanusantara.or.id

• Yayasan Gaya Dewata Bali’s oldest community-run LGBTIQ+ organisation works to prevent the spread of HIV and provides support services across the island. gayadewata.com





Health & Safe Travel

While Bali is generally safe, crimes do happen. Visitors also need to exercise a degree of caution in relation to their physical safety.



SWIMMING

Beaches are subject to heavy surf, strong currents and pollution. Swim between safety flags (if present) and know that lifeguards are uncommon. Stay away from open streams flowing into the surf.



Drugs

High-profile drug cases in Indonesia should dissuade anyone from getting involved with illicit drugs. Ecstasy tabs or a bit of pot have resulted in huge fines and multiyear jail sentences (Google the ‘Bali Nine’).

Cops pose as dealers and often bust foreigners for drugs, whether in clubs or private villas.

Scams

Scams occur in Bali. Examples:

• Fake orphanages extracting money from tourists (research before donating).

• Scammers charging an outrageous sum to ‘fix’ a fake problem with your car, motorbike or scooter.

• Unofficial guides charging you a fee to take a selfie at a public site.

• Cashiers giving you the wrong change.


WATER SAFETY

Ferries, ships and boats in Indonesia have a mixed safety record. Never assume any voyage will be safe, as crews may have little or no training, so use your common sense. While there are good operators on the waters around Bali, the line-up changes constantly. If a service or boat seems sketchy to you, go with a different operator. Try to get a refund, but don’t risk your safety for the cost of a ticket.




Don’t Drink the Water

Tap water in Bali is never safe to drink. Use filtered or bottled water.




Quick Info

Security

Keep an eye on your personal possessions on beaches, in cafes, in cars, shopping malls, everywhere.

Drugs

Never allowed, and not worth the risk.

Alcohol

Always allowed.
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Responsible Travel

Follow these tips to leave a lighter footprint, support local and have a positive impact on communities.


Community Tourism

JED (Jaringan Ekowisata Desa – meaning ‘Village Ecotourism Network’) organises highly regarded tours of small Balinese villages, some overnight. Working with villages off the tourist routes, rural life, culture, farming and food are explored. All proceeds are returned to the communities. jed.or.id

Muntigunung is a community initiative that works to improve livelihoods through activities aimed at tourists in and around its namesake village in East Bali. Tours include food production, handicrafts and treks. muntigunung.com


OUR PICK

Potato Head

At the entrance to Seminyak’s legendary Potato Head, read about how every aspect of its business is dedicated to sustainability.
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Rainy Season Trash

The density of trash on Bali’s beaches correlates with the seasons and tides. The rainy season (roughly November through February) sends torrents of water through trash-filled river valleys, resulting in headline-grabbing scenes of squalor.

Resources

• refillmybottle.com Guidance on where to refill your water bottles in Bali. • desalescommunitycenter.org Teaches sustainable tourism to local students in East Bali. • bumisehat.org Ubud-based NGO that runs Bali-wide community health clinics.


CLEAN BALI'S RIVERES

Sungai Watch has identified over 350 illegal landfills in Bali and organises river clean-ups to keep trash off the beaches. The organisation is expanding its work across Indonesia, and you can help out. sungai.watch



Protect Animals

Don’t swim with captive dolphins, ride elephants or patronise attractions where wild animals are made to perform.

Several sea turtle hatcheries work to protect eggs from poachers and predators. Learn more at the Bali Sea Turtle Society and the Turtle Conservation and Education Centre.
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Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when travelling, and the importance of making changes where we can. Lonely Planet urges all travellers to engage with their travel carbon footprint. Many airlines and booking sites offer travellers the option of offsetting the impact of greenhouse gas emissions by contributing to climate-friendly initiatives around the world.

There are many carbon calculators online that allow travellers to estimate the carbon emissions generated by their journey; try resurgence.org using the QR code, right.

[image: barcode]


REFILL YOUR WATER BOTTLE

Reliance on bottled water by Bali’s residents and visitors puts tens of thousands of empty plastic bottles into the trash every day. You can do your part by refilling your water bottle (it needn’t be bespoke, just reuse a disposable plastic one) at your accommodation and at restaurants.

In Ubud, refill at Pondok Pekak Library & Learning Centre, at the football field.
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Accessible Travel

Bali: Not Accessible

Bali is a difficult place for those with limited mobility, or with vision or hearing impairments. Few buildings have disabled access. Expect high kerbs, few kerb ramps, badly maintained and crowded footpaths, and steps into many establishments. Help, however, is usually at hand, even if it may not be skilled.

Balinese Qualities

If formal accommodation for access needs is lacking in Bali, help is not. Residents are particularly ready to offer help to anyone in need of it. The island is also rich in sensory delights, whether by eye, ear, nose, taste or touch.


RESORTS

The resorts of Nusa Dua are designed and built to international accessibility standards. Throughout Bali, top-end resorts tied to international brands are the places to go for accessible rooms, barrier-free access around the property and other facilities to suit a range of needs. Elevators are standard and staff are trained to provide whatever assistance is needed, such as participating in activities. Referrals to businesses such as dive operators that can accommodate people with special needs are also possible.



Airport

Bali’s Ngurah Rai Airport is modern and capable of catering to passengers with diverse needs. Airports elsewhere in the region are not as well equipped but should be able to assist all passengers.


TEMPLES & SIGHTS

Steps are an integral philosophical aspect of every Hindu temple, meaning most Balinese shrines and sights are not wheelchair-accessible. Hearing loops, Braille and wheelchair-accessible beach matting are also unfortunately absent.




ACCOMMODATION LISTINGS

Disabled Holidays This UK-based travel agent lists accessible hotels and resorts in Bali and Indonesia. disabledholidays.com

Villa Sunset View Comfortable, barrier-free villa northeast of Canggu with wheelchair-accessible facilities. @villa_sunset_view



Resources

• Bali Access Travel is a specialist travel agent providing accessible tours, accommodation, transport, equipment hire and fully licensed nursing services. (baliaccesstravel.com)
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Nuts & Bolts

Opening Hours

Banks 8am–2pm Monday to Thursday, 8am–noon Friday, 8am–11am Saturday

Government offices 8am–3pm Monday to Thursday, 8am–noon Friday (although these are not standardised)

Restaurants & cafes 8am–9pm daily (open longer in busy areas)

Shops & services catering to visitors 9am–8pm daily

Rural shops & attractions 9am–dusk


QUICK INFO

Time Zone Central Indonesian Time (GMT/UTC +08:00))

Country Code +62

Emergency Numbers Police 110; Fire 113; Medical 119

Population 4.5 million




Buka

Open

Tutup

Closed



ELECTRICITY
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Toilets

Western-style toilets are common in tourist areas. In rural areas, toilets are porcelain holes in the floor with footrests on either side and a bucket of water for flushing.

Public toilets only exist at some sights, so look out for a cafe or hotel, smile, and ask politely.

Public Holidays

Indonesia has a long list of national and religious holidays. The following are the most prominent in Bali.

Tahun Baru Masehi (New Year’s Day) 1 January

Tahun Baru Imlek (Chinese New Year) Late January to early February

Nyepi (Day of Silence, where the island shuts down) February or March

Hari Buruh (Labour Day) 1 May

Hari Proklamasi Kemerdekaan (Independence Day) 17 August

Hari Natal (Christmas Day) 25 December

Dates change each year for the following holidays.

Isra Miraj Nabi Muhammad (Ascension of the Prophet Muhammad)

Idul Fitri (Two-day public holiday to mark the end of Ramadan; avoid travel due to crowds).

Idul Adha (Islamic Feast of the Sacrifice)

Muharram (Islamic New Year)

Maulud Nabi Muhamma (Birthday of the Prophet Muhammad)





Language


Basics

Hello.

Salam.

Goodbye. (leaving)

Selamat tinggal.

Goodbye. (staying)

Selamat jalan.

How are you?

Apa kabar?

I’m fine, and you?

Kabar baik, Anda bagaimana?

Excuse me.

Permisi.

Sorry.

Maaf.

Yes.

Ya.

No.

Tidak

Please…

Silahkan.

Thank you.

Terima kasih.

You’re welcome.

Kembali.



Fast Phrases

Do you speak English?

Bisa berbicara Bahasa Inggris?

I don’t understand.

Saya tidak mengerti.

What’s your name?

Siapa nama Anda?

My name is...

Name saya …

Eating & Drinking

What’s in that dish?

Hidangan itu isinya apa?

That was delicious.

Ini enak sekali.

Cheers!

Bersulang!

Bring the bill/check, please.

Tolong bawa kuitansi.

That was delicious.

Ini enak sekali.

a table …

meja …

     at (eight) o’clock

     pada jam (delapan)

     for (two) people

     untuk (dua) orang

I don’t eat…

Saya tidak makan…

     dairy products.

     susu dan keju

     fish

     ikan

     (red) meat

     daging (merah)

     peanuts

     kacang tanah

     seafood

     makanan laut


Good to Know

Indonesian, or Bahasa Indonesia, is the official language of Indonesia. It has approximately 220 million speakers, although it’s the mother tongue for only about 20 million. Most people in Bali also speak their own indigenous language, Balinese.

Indonesian pronunciation is easy to master. Each letter always represents the same sound and most letters are pronounced the same as their English counterparts.

Indonesian, and its closest relative Malay, both developed from Old Malay, an Austronesian language spoken in the kingdom of Srivijaya on the island of Sumatra.


EMERGENCIES

Help!

Tolong!

Go away!

Pergi!

Call...!

Panggil...!

...a doctor

dokter

...the police

polisi



Signs

Buka Open

Dilarang Prohibited

Kamar Kecil Toilets

Keluar Exit

Masuk Entrance

Pria Men

Tutup Closed

Wanitai Women

Polisi Police

Rumah Sakit Hospital

Transport & Directions

Where’s (the station)?

Di mana (stasiun)?

What’s the address?

Apa alamatnya?

Can you show me (on the map)?

Bisa tunjukkan kepada saya (di peta)?

Please stop here.

Tolong, berhenti i sini.


BALI SLANG TO LISTEN OUT FOR

Alay Tacky, garish, drama queen

Basian Hangover

Jijay Disgusting, grotesque

Kimpoi Sexual intercourse

Koplak Silly

Pansi What the hell?




Numbers

1

satu

2

dua

3

tiga

4

empat

5

lima

6

enam

7

tujuh

8

delapan

9

sembilan

10

sepuluh








Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travellers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you are happy to have your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/legal.
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