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The Journey Begins Here
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I’ve lived in Tokyo for over half my life now and am continually surprised, sometimes daily, by something new. Such is the joy of living in a city that prides itself on constant renewal and reinvention; it seriously never gets old. Tokyo has everything you can ask of a city, and has it in spades: a cosmopolitan dining scene, more cafes and bars than you can visit in a lifetime, plenty of green space and a phenomenal public transportation system that knits it all together. The convenience level is so high, it’s hard to imagine living anywhere else. Rebecca Milner
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Rebecca Milner

@tokyorebecca

Rebecca writes and edits from her sunny apartment in Tokyo. She has contributed to more than 20 guides for Lonely Planet, including several editions of Tokyo and Japan.
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Winnie Tan

@weeniemon

Winnie moved from her hometown of Kuala Lumpur to Tokyo almost a decade ago and now writes about the city she loves, Japanese culture and folklore. Listen to some of it on her podcast, Monogatari: Tales from Japan.





THE BEST

Dining Experiences

Tokyo has a superlative dining scene that includes top-class sushi restaurants, oil-spattered noodle joints and everything in between. Tokyoites love dining out; join them and delight in the sheer variety of tastes and experiences the city has to offer.
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Start the day with breakfast at Tsukiji Market, a historic open-air market with food stalls and restaurants specialising in kaisen-don (raw fish on rice). (pictured)

Have dinner and drinks at an izakaya – Japan’s version of a pub – where food and booze go hand-in-hand while the day’s stresses dissolve into boisterous banter.

Descend to the lower levels of department stores to find depachika, gourmet food halls filled with desserts, deli counters and gorgeously packaged gift items.
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Go for yakitori (charcoal-grilled skewers) and retro vibes at one of the small wooden counter restaurants at Omoide-yokochō, which means ‘Memory Lane’. (pictured)

Get a taste for wagashi, traditional Japanese sweets, at Toraya, a storied confectioner with an in-shop teahouse at Tokyo Midtown in Roppongi.






THE BEST

Outdoor Experiences

Tokyo may be known for its concrete and neon streetscapes, but it is also surprisingly green. Save some time for the city’s historic gardens – many centuries old – and public parks, all designed to be enjoyed year-round.
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Soak up the atmosphere at Meiji-jingū, a Shintō shrine ensconced in a rare urban forest, with trees from all over Japan.

Stroll along the Meguro River at Naka-Meguro, where it narrows to a canal – framed by cherry trees and flanked with stylish boutiques.

Sip green matcha alfresco while admiring the views at beautiful bayside garden, and former shogunate summer villa, Hama-rikyū Onshi-teien. (pictured)
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Hop on a river cruise in Nihombashi that takes you through the city’s historic – and often overlooked – waterways.

Stretch out on the manicured, grassy lawns, have a picnic or peep at the spectacular orchids in the hothouse at urban retreat Shinjuku-gyoen. (pictured)

Paddle in the Imperial Palace moat at Chidori-ga-fuchi – especially a treat during cherry blossom season.





THE BEST

Shopping Experiences

Tokyo is a world-class shopping destination, with grand old department stores, trend-setting boutiques and a vibrant street fashion scene. The city also has a strong artisan tradition and a passion for monozukuri (‘the art of making things’).
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Weave through the narrow lanes of Ura-Hara – the nickname for Harajuku’s backstreets – in search of novel looks and one-of-a-kind souvenirs.

Shop (or window-shop) your way through the designer fashions on display at the grand department stores and high-end malls in Ginza, Tokyo’s classiest neighbourhood.

Hunt for treasures among the secondhand and vintage stores of Shimo-Kitazawa, a low-rise residential neighbourhood and popular bohemian haunt near Shibuya. (pictured)
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Check out the latest styles – or shop for Nintendo and Pokémon merch – at the newly revamped Shibuya Parco, a trend-setting fashion and cultural centre in the heart of Shibuya. (pictured)

Take a detour to Kuramae, a district near Asakusa where many artisans have set up ateliers and shops and the best place to find handmade, only-in-Japan items.





THE BEST

After-Dark Experiences

Tokyo is a work hard, play hard city, and you’ll find bars full any day of the week. But you don’t have to drink to enjoy Tokyo after dark: observatories are open late for spectacular nightscapes.
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Score open-air views over Tokyo at night – when the city lights stretch as far as the eye can see – from new landmark Shibuya Sky.

Clink glasses with local creatives and fellow travellers at Golden Gai, a bohemian hotspot in Shinjuku.

Belt out your favourite pop songs (or classic oldies) into the wee hours of the night at a karaoke parlour.

See Tokyo Tower – a beloved symbol of the city – all lit up at night.

Have a big night out in Dōgenzaka, Shibuya’s all-night party district.

Get your groove on in Shinjuku Nichōme, Tokyo’s ‘gaybourhood’, home to hundreds of small bars and clubs.





THE BEST

Art & Design Experiences

Tokyo has established itself as a top tier destination for contemporary art and architecture, especially digital art. It’s a reputation that only grows stronger as new museums open and evermore innovative structures go up.
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Immerse yourself in the fluid, animated world of interactive digital art at teamLab Borderless, one of Tokyo’s hottest attractions.

Get schooled in Japanese art history at the Tokyo National Museum, the finest collection of Japanese art and cultural artefacts in the world. (pictured)

Catch the latest blockbuster exhibition at Mori Art Museum, a sky-high space for contemporary art.
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Be awed by the contemporary architecture, the work of Japan’s leading architects, along leafy boulevard Omotesandō.

Visit the Nezu Museum, where classical works of Japanese, Korean and Chinese art are displayed in a striking contemporary building. (pictured)

Ponder the role of design in everyday life at 21_21 Design Sight, a unique cultural institution at Tokyo Midtown.





THE BEST

Traditional Cultural Experiences

You don’t need to take the bullet train to Kyoto to experience traditional Japanese culture. Get a taste for it at Tokyo’s many Shintō shrines and Buddhist temples, and via classic spectacles like kabuki, sumo and matsuri (traditional festivals).
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Soak up the atmosphere (and the incense) at Sensō-ji, Tokyo’s oldest temple – and over 1000 years older than the city itself.

Swoon at the cherry blossoms at Ueno, a classic Tokyo spot for hanami (cherry blossom viewing parties) since the era of the shogun. (pictured)

See kabuki at Kabuki-za, Tokyo’s dedicated kabuki theatre, which celebrated its centennial in 2024.

[image: jpg]

THE ASAHI SHIMBUN VIA GETTY IMAGES ©

Catch the salt-slinging, belly-slapping ritual of sumo at one of the three annual tournaments held at Ryōgoku Kokugikan or, year-round, feast on chanko-nabe, the hearty stew that fuels the rikishi (wrestlers). (pictured)

Step back in time at a traditional festival, featuring parades, chanting, costumes and more carried out just as they have been for centuries.





THE BEST

Pop Culture Experiences

From Godzilla to Studio Ghibli, Hello Kitty to Pokémon, Japanese pop culture has captivated the world for generations. Tokyo is where you get to see the scenes from your screens in 3D.
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You’ve seen it in films, video games and social media, now see Tokyo’s iconic, scramble intersection Shibuya Crossing, in real life.

Explore Akihabara, the centre of Tokyo’s otaku (geek) subculture, home to neon-bright electronics stores, cosplay cafes and multi-storey anime and manga shops.

Spot style trends past and present along Harajuku’s signature shopping street, Takeshita-dōri.

Experience the magical world of master animator, and recent Academy Award–winner, Miyazaki Hayao at the Ghibli Museum, Mitaka.

Head to Nakano Broadway, a fascinating vintage shopping centre full of subculture shops, including the original Mandarake Complex.

Indulge your inner child at Kiddy Land, Tokyo’s most famous toy store, full of all your character faves – from Hello Kitty to Super Mario.





THE BEST

Historic Tokyo Experiences

Before Tokyo became Tokyo, it was Edo, the shogun’s capital. Traces of this older city remain, as do relics and reminders from other eras of the city’s fascinating 400-year history.
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Visit the Imperial Palace, where Edo-jō – the shogun’s castle – once stood, and where parts of it, including foundation walls, watchtowers and moats, remain.

Cross Nihonbashi, Tokyo’s most famous bridge, guarded by bronze lions and winged kirin (mythical dragon-like creatures), and the official city centre. (pictured)

Absorb the sights, sounds and smells of Ameya-yokochō, an old-fashioned outdoor market that dates to the mid-20th century. (pictured)
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Explore Yanaka, the rare Tokyo neighbourhood where traditional wooden buildings, from the turn of the last century, predominate.

Learn about life in old Edo at the Edo-Tokyo Museum, Tokyo’s excellent local history museum, due to re-open in 2025 after extensive renovations.

Stroll the centuries-old cobblestone streets of Azabu-jūban, a village-like district just a stone’s throw from Roppongi.





THE BEST

Local Experiences

Get to know Tokyo from a local perspective by heading to one of their favourite haunts or indulging in a popular leisure activity – like trawling the farmers market or seeing a baseball game.
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Hit the weekend Farmers Market @UNU in Aoyama for food trucks, gourmet goods, special events and all-around good vibes.

Cheer on the Yomiuri Giants, one of Tokyo’s two baseball teams – and the one that’s won the most championships – at Tokyo Dome, aka the Big Egg.

Browse the secondhand bookshops in Jimbōchō, a popular destination for generations of students, and also popular for its cafes and curry shops.

Visit a sentō (bathhouse), like Aoyama’s Shimizu-yu, for a good, long soak – perfect after a day of sightseeing, or for transitioning from day to evening.

Join Tokyoites of all stripes – including a group of retro greasers dancing around a boom box – at Harajuku’s beloved public park, Yoyogi-kōen.





Best for Kids

Let older children take the lead at awe-inspiring teamLab Borderless, and don’t miss Sketch Factory – a highlight for kids.

Introduce kids to your favourite games at the arcades in Akihabara, many of which have vintage machines for playing the likes of Mario Kart and Street Fighter.

Allow little ones to run off steam on the large, grassy expanse that is Yoyogi-kōen, a public park popular with local families.

Take your tweens and teens to Takeshita-dōri, where they can sample the latest street food trends and pick out a trendy item or two to impress friends back home.

Plan a side trip to Ghibli Museum, Mitaka, a museum for all ages that rewards exploration and has a special treat for under 12s.





Best for Free

Explore the grounds of Sensō-ji, one of Tokyo’s top attractions and, like most temples and shrines in Tokyo, totally free to visit.

Skip the admission fees at the city’s other observatories and get your views for nothing – day or night – atop the Tokyo Metropolitan Government Building in Shinjuku.

Take the pulse of the city’s art scene at Complex 665, a collection of contemporary galleries down the street from Mori Art Museum.

Visit the East Garden at the Imperial Palace – free, unlike most gardens – where highlights include the ruins of an old castle donjon (main keep).

Bask in the frenetic energy of Shibuya Crossing, the unintentional tourist attraction that’s become a symbol of the city.







Three Perfect Days

It would take a lifetime to do Tokyo justice, but you can accomplish a surprising amount in a short time if you plan accordingly. That’s where these itineraries come in.
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DAY ONE

With Only One Day

Morning

Start with a visit to Meiji-jingū, one of Tokyo’s top attractions and best visited early in the day. From here you can explore famous fashion district Harajuku, also home to many excellent cafes and lunch spots.

Afternoon

Continue your tour of westside highlights in Shibuya, home to the iconic scramble intersection, Shibuya Crossing (pictured). Take in views of the neighbourhood from the new landmark, Shibuya Sky.

Evening

Shinjuku – one of Tokyo’s principal districts – is also Tokyo’s largest nightlife district. Visit retro dining and drinking alley Omoide-yokochō for yakitori (charcoal-grilled skewers) and Golden Gai for its maze of tiny, bohemian bars.
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DAY TWO

A Weekend Trip

Morning

Tsukiji Market is a top experience that rewards an early start; come early to cobble together a fresh seafood breakfast from the market’s many vendors. Then walk it off among the serene strolling paths at traditional garden Hama-rikyū Onshi-teien.

Afternoon

Head to upscale Ginza for a spot of kabuki – Japan’s signature performing art – at historic theatre Kabuki-za (pictured). Elsewhere in Ginza, look for grand old department stores, dessert parlours and classic kissaten (vintage early-20th-century cafes).

Evening

Then make your way to nearby Nihombashi for historic restaurants and swanky hotel bars – a fine way to end the day.
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DAY THREE

A Short Break

Morning

See more of traditional Tokyo in east-side hub Ueno, home to sprawling Ueno-kōen where attractions include Tokyo National Museum and historic shrines and temples, all linked by strolling paths.

Afternoon

From here, continue your stroll through Yanaka, a charming neighbourhood known for its intact, early-20th-century streetscapes (and sunning cats).

Evening

As the sun begins to drop, head to Asakusa to see the grand old temple, Sensō-ji (pictured), another top sight. It’s jammed during the day but quieter by dusk (and illuminated in the evenings). For dinner, consider chanko-nabe – the hotpot favoured by sumo wrestlers – in nearby Ryōgoku.
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If You Have More Time

With more time, you can go beyond the main attractions and just hang out. Tokyo is full of fascinating neighbourhoods where sightseeing can take a back seat to unstructured exploration. If you’re into Japanese pop culture – especially anime, manga and gaming – Akihabara is probably already on your list; even if you’re not, it’s worth checking out this famous neighbourhood, just to see what it’s all about.

You can also head west of Shinjuku to the neighbourhoods along the JR Chūō Line, each of which has its own vibe. Nakano is a subculture hotspot with a charmingly chaotic retro shopping arcade, while laid-back Kōenji is a counter-culture hub that’s ace for thrifting. Both get a late start, so don’t arrive before noon. Same goes for other thrifting hotspot Shimo-Kitazawa, and fashionable neighbourhoods Daikanyama and Naka-Meguro (these three are within easy striking distance of Shibuya.
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A City Day Trip

Take a worthwhile detour to the enchanting Ghibli Museum, Mitaka. It was designed by master animator Miyazaki Hayao himself and is full of references to his beloved Studio Ghibli films (pictured: a still from the 2010 film, Arrietty). The museum is in Mitaka, one of Tokyo’s western suburbs and a 20-minute train ride from Shinjuku. This is one attraction for which you’ll need to plan ahead: advance bookings are required and they do go fast. The museum is part of a larger park, Inokashira-kōen; it’s one of Tokyo’s best, and you can enjoy a stroll on your way there or back.
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On a Rainy Day

Tokyo has plenty of museums perfect for soaking up rainy days. You can easily spend hours exploring the  Tokyo National Museum (pictured), the world’s largest collection of Japanese art. For something contemporary, check out what’s on at the Mori Art Museum; teamLab Borderless at Azabudai Hills is another option, though advance booking is required.

Another option is to spend the day (or night) trying out the various baths and saunas at Spa LaQua, the city’s largest hot spring complex – right in the middle of the city. And don’t forget about karaoke, another weatherproof activity and classic Tokyo experience.
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Get Prepared


Book Ahead

Two months before Book tickets for popular sights, like teamLab Borderless and the Ghibli Museum, Mitaka, as well as tables at sought-after restaurants.

One month in advance Scan the web for upcoming tours, exhibitions, festivals or events.

One week in advance As your plans firm up, consider making reservations for other restaurants, especially for Friday and Saturday nights.



Manners Matter

As densely populated as Tokyo is, a high degree of manners is required to keep the whole operation running as efficiently as it does. Queuing is important, as is keeping a low profile in public settings; for example, it’s best to refrain from talking loudly on the subway or bringing oversized suitcases on the train during rush hour. Eating in public is also frowned upon, except in places where food vendors congregate, like festivals and markets.

What to Pack

Dress for comfort; you’ll likely be walking a lot. Tokyoites are smart dressers but are never overly fancy. Only the highest-end restaurants and bars have enforced dress codes, which usually just means no sleeveless shirts or sandals on men. Religious sights (Buddhist temples and Shintō shrines) have no dress codes. Keep in mind that you may be taking your shoes on and off so slip-on ones are handy.

Things to Know

Mondays Most museums close on Mondays (or on the following Tuesday if Monday is a national holiday).

Lunch Locals know to splurge at lunch when high-end restaurants often offer lower-priced menus (with the same great food).

Touts Steer clear of strangers trying to coax you into bars and clubs, lest you end up with a bill that’s more than you bargained for.

Shoes off Some traditional restaurants and inns request you leave your shoes at the door. Shoes should never be worn on tatami mats.

Escalators Stand to the left.


TIPPING

Tipping is not customary in Japan, nor expected – except in the case of tour guides. Many bars and restaurants, however, do add service fees to the bill. This may come in the form of an ‘otoshi’, a per person cover charge (around ¥300 to ¥1000, depending on the level of fanciness) that includes an appetiser or snacks. High-end restaurants and bars (like those at luxury hotels) tend to add a service fee of 10% to 15% to the bill instead.




Currency

Japanese yen (¥)

Language

Japanese

Time Zone

Japan Standard Time (GMT/UTC plus nine hours)




DAILY BUDGET

Budget: Less than ¥15,000

• Dorm bed per person: ¥5000

• Free sights such as temples and markets

• Bowl of noodles: ¥1200

• Happy-hour drink: ¥800

• 24-hour subway pass: ¥600

Midrange: ¥15,000–30,000

• Double room at a business hotel: ¥20,000

• Museum entry: ¥1000

• Dinner for two with drinks at an izakaya (Japanese pub-eatery): ¥10,000

• Fancy cocktail: ¥2000

Top End: More than ¥30,000

• Double room in a four-star hotel: from ¥40,000

• Cooking class: ¥10,000

• Tasting course per person: ¥30,000

• Taxi ride back to the hotel: ¥4000
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CASH

While credit cards are now widely accepted in Tokyo, you will still encounter small businesses where cash is king. Fortunately, the city’s ubiquitous convenience stores have ATMs that usually work with overseas cards.






When to Go

Tokyo is a year-round destination, and there’s no bad time to visit. Each season has its own highlights, which add to the experience.


Spring is the most popular time of year to visit, followed by autumn. This is when the weather is the most pleasant, with warm, mostly sunny days and cool nights (though April can still be chilly).

June brings the rainy season, which can last through July; rain (and wind!) can also be an issue when typhoons roll through in September and October. August is hot and humid, which some visitors find uncomfortable. Winter, which sees the fewest visitors, is chilly but rarely freezing, with generally clear skies.

The Big Events

January Hatsu-mōde, the first shrine visit of the new year, starts just after midnight on 1 January. Meiji-jingū is Tokyo’s most popular destination, drawing three million people over the first few days of the year.

April Late March or early April brings the cherry blossoms – for just a week or two – and Tokyoites toast them with spirited parties, called hanami, under the boughs in parks and along riverbanks.

May Tokyo’s biggest matsuri (traditional festival) is Asakusa’s Sanja Matsuri, which sees rollicking parades of mikoshi (portable shrines) carried by men in short coats and fundoshi (the loincloths worn by sumo wrestlers), and over a million spectators.

July Summer is the season for fireworks and Tokyo’s grandest display, the Sumidagawa Fireworks Festival, features 20,000 pyrotechnic wonders exploding over the city’s principal waterway.


August Kōenji Awa Odori is Tokyo’s biggest outdoor dance party – of the traditional kind. Over 10,000 participants, in kimonos and peaked straw hats, take to the streets to perform folk dances accompanied by musicians.
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Arts & Pop Culture Events

March Anime Japan has events and exhibitions for industry insiders and fans alike, but it is most famous for attracting Japan’s top cosplayers – and increasingly international ones, too.

May & November Design Festa, organised by the Harajuku gallery of the same name, is an off-the-wall DIY art fair that features performances and thousands of exhibitors.

September Dazzling spectacles and larger-than-life installations take over Roppongi’s streets and commercial complexes during Roppongi Art Night, which goes on all night.

At Tokyo Game Show you can preview the latest games, consoles and entertainment tech innovations. There are also fun events like the Street Fighter pro tour.
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ACCOMMODATION LOWDOWN

Occupancy is highest on weekends and during holiday periods, like Golden Week (late April to early May) and the week around New Year. Hostels and traditional inns often have fixed prices while everywhere else uses dynamic pricing – which can fluctuate wildly. Booking ahead is always recommended.






Getting There

Narita Airport, in neighbouring Chiba Prefecture, is the main entry point, and that’s where most budget flights arrive. Increasingly, more international routes are flying to Haneda Airport, which is near Tokyo Bay and closer to the city centre.


From Narita Airport to the City Centre

By Train

Two rail lines run express services between Narita Airport and central Tokyo. The JR Narita Express (N’EX) is convenient for west-side districts; travel takes 75 to 90 minutes and costs about ¥3000.

The Keisei Skyliner travels to east Tokyo in under an hour for about ¥2500. There are also slower, local trains for budget travellers. At any arrival station, catch onward travel via the JR Yamanote Line, select subway lines or taxi.

At Narita Airport, the train stations are in the basements of terminals 1 and 2; coming from terminal 3, walk or take the free shuttle bus to terminal 2. Purchase tickets from kiosks or the automated machines.

By Bus

Coaches travel from all terminals at Narita Airport to destinations around central Tokyo. The journey takes about 1½ hours, depending on traffic. Reserved-seat limousine buses cost around ¥3000; purchase at the airport or online in advance. There are also cheaper, pay-when-you-board coaches that cost around ¥1000, but have limited destinations and stricter luggage restrictions.

By Taxi

Expect to pay around ¥25,000 to ¥30,000 for a fixed fare taxi to central Tokyo (depending on destination). Pick up taxis from the curb.

From Haneda Airport

All overseas flights to Haneda arrive at the international terminal, from where you can take the Keikyū Airport Express to Shinagawa (¥410, 12 minutes) or the Tokyo Monorail to Hamamatsuchō (¥490, 15 minutes).

Taxis from Haneda are more reasonable, around ¥6000 to ¥8000, depending on where you’re going. There are coaches too if you’re arriving after the train stops running around midnight. If you’re taking a late-night taxi, there’s a 20% surcharge between 10pm and 5am (same for Narita). Credit cards accepted.




Getting Around

Tokyo’s public transport system is the envy of cities around the world: it’s clean, reliable, inexpensive and (generally) safe. The rail network, which is multilingual and easy to navigate, can take you almost anywhere you want to go. Taxis, while plentiful, are expensive in comparison. For the intrepid, cycling is an option.


Train & Metro

Tokyo’s rail network, which includes train and metro, runs from approximately 5am to midnight. The line you’ll probably use the most is the elevated JR Yamanote Line, which traces a loop around the city centre, stopping at major hubs like Shinjuku, Shibuya, Shinagawa, Akihabara and Ueno. The JR Chūō Line runs east to west through the centre, connecting Shinjuku with Tokyo Station. Meanwhile, a myriad of private commuter lines depart in every direction for the suburbs.
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Taxis & Rideshares

Taxis are your only all-night transport option. Train stations and major hotels have designated taxi stands; otherwise you can hail a cab from the street by standing on the curb and holding out your arm. A red light means the taxi is free and a green light means it’s taken.

Tokyo strictly regulates ride-sharing apps. You can only use them to summon licensed taxis (at regular prices) and fancier, more expensive town cars.
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ESSENTIAL APP

Japan Transit Planner – the English version of a popular Japanese navigation app – generates public transport routes and has helpful maps.




Walking

Walking is a great way to get around. In the city centre the distance between two metro stations is rarely more than 10 minutes – you’ll save a little yen and see a more local side of the city. Just note that outside major hubs pavements are scarce, and Tokyo can be rather hilly.

Cycling

Tokyo has a few different bike-sharing schemes, though they require setting up an account in advance. Docomo Cycle has the largest network and basic instructions online in English. These (and most rental cycles in Tokyo) are electric-assist bikes – an experience if you’ve never ridden one before. Some hostels and inns also have (regular) bikes to lend.

Cycling in Tokyo can be a little intense with the traffic. You’ll also need to be careful to park in designated spots lest your bike get towed.

Bus

Tokyo has an extensive bus network, though it’s rarely more convenient than the subway and is harder to navigate.

Public Transport Essentials

Tap Cards

While you can still buy paper tickets, it’s much easier to use a prepaid tap card. There are two kinds, Suica (sold at JR stations) and Pasmo (sold at metro and commuter lines stations). It doesn’t matter which one you get; both work on all train, subway and bus routes in Tokyo (and many routes outside of Tokyo, too). They can also be used to pay for taxis and other stuff (like drinks at a vending machine).

Purchase and top up tap cards at the automatic ticket machines found in train and subway stations. There’s a ¥500 deposit required, which you can get back (along with any remaining charge) by returning the card to a corresponding station counter (at a JR station for Suica, for example). At either airport, look out for the discount ‘Welcome Suica’ exclusively for foreign tourists, which doesn’t require a deposit (and is meant as a keepsake).

Transferring

Tokyo’s rail network is managed by multiple operators, which can make transferring confusing. There’s JR, two metro operators (Tokyo Metro and Toei), plus the commuter rail companies. Transferring between lines run by the same operator is straightforward. Transfer between operators and you’ll have to tap out and tap in again at different gates, and possibly walk a fair bit; you’re also stuck paying both operators.

24-Hour Travel Passes

Depending on how much you plan to do in a day (and the routes you’ll take), 24-hour tickets can be a good deal. Be sure to read the fine print, however: the cheapest option, which costs ¥600, is only good on Tokyo Metro lines. Tickets can be purchased from the automated ticket machines, or from kiosks at select stations.


TRAVEL COSTS

Tokyo Metro 24-hour ticket

¥600

Taxi

¥500 for the first 1km

Docomo Cycle

¥1650 per day




FINDING THE RIGHT EXIT

Train stations often have multiple exits and it’s worth taking time to get your bearings and pick the right one. Maps within the stations are a big help.




TICKETS

Single ride ticket fares are calculated by distance travelled.


	Ticket type	Good for	Cost

	Single ride within Tokyo	One-way travel on JR, Tokyo Metro or Toei lines	¥140–330

	Tokyo Metro 24-hour ticket	Unlimited rides on Tokyo Metro lines	¥600

	Tokyo combination 24-hour ticket	Unlimited rides on Tokyo Metro and Toei subway lines, JR lines in Tokyo	¥1600








A Few Surprises

Tokyo is full of big ticket attractions, but a lot of the city’s charm lies in the details. Don’t forget to look up, down – and underground.


Station Cities

The Tokyo metropolitan area is one of the world’s largest built spaces, and that’s only taking into account what’s above ground. There are whole parallel cities underneath some of the city’s largest train stations, including Shinjuku Station – the world’s busiest, in terms of daily passenger rate – and Tokyo Station, the city’s central station and terminus for the bullet train network. Explore these underground passages and you’ll find all kinds of places to eat, drink and shop. In the aptly named Tokyo Station City, for example, you can visit Tokyo Ramen Street for a hot meal or Tokyo Character Street for souvenir shopping.
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Shinjuku Station | LUCAS VALLECILLOS/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©

Godzilla on the Loose

Godzilla has destroyed Tokyo multiple times on film and now threatens to do so from multiple locations around the city. The newest addition – and biggest tourist attraction – is the huge Godzilla head statue in Shinjuku’s Kabukichō, poised to take a bite out of the Toho Building. There’s also a statue of Shin-Godzilla by Toho Cinemas in Hibiya (Toho is the film company that produces the Godzilla franchise). Meanwhile, die-hard fans will know Shinagawa as the site of Godzilla’s first appearance, and there are a few Easter eggs in the area.
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Godzilla head, Kabukichō | DEREKTEO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Shopping Street Signs

As visitors to Tokyo are quick to learn, few streets actually have names. Those that do are usually either major thoroughfares or pedestrianised market streets. These are often marked by gates – not dissimilar from torii (shrine gates), but with colourful signs announcing the name of the street. Most of these date to the mid-20th century and are a classic example of Tokyo’s vernacular architecture (not to mention great for photos). Two you’re likely to encounter are at the entrances to Harajuku’s Takeshita-dōri and Ueno’s Ameya-yokochō.

Designer Loos

You may have seen them on social media – or featured in the latest Wim Wenders film Perfect Days (2023): Tokyo’s designer loos are the latest hot tourist attraction. Launched in 2020, the Tokyo Toilet Project saw 20 public toilet facilities re-imagined by some of Japan’s top architects and designers. They are all located within Shibuya ward, which includes Shibuya proper as well as Harajuku and Ebisu. The most popular one can be found near Yoyogi-kōen, near the Yoyogi-kōen metro station. Designed by Shigeru Ban, the facilities appear to be transparent – until you enter and lock the door, after which the cubicle becomes opaque.

[image: jpg]
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Vintage Cafes

Tokyo has scores of trendy third-wave cafes and micro-roasters outdoing themselves to impress, but the city’s coffee culture runs much deeper than that. The first generation of coffee shops, called kissaten (喫茶店), opened in the early decades of the 20th century, introducing coffee culture to a country newly opened to the West. A few of these vintage cafes still exist, atmospheric with low tables and chairs or banquettes, plus plenty of dark wood. Ginza has several, including Tokyo’s oldest, Cafe Paulista, as does secondhand bookstore district Jimbōchō.

Beyond Cherry Blossoms

While the cherry blossoms get all the attention, they’re hardly the only natural attractions Tokyo has to offer. A month earlier, bright pink plum blossoms appear on boughs in parks like Yoyogi-kōen. Later in spring, head to Nezu-jinja for spectacular azaleas or Meiji-jingū Gyoen for irises in myriad hues. Even the rainy season has its charms, in the form of glorious hydrangeas that pop up around town. In late November and early December, the city’s trees undergo magnificent seasonal transformations during kōyō (autumn foliage season); this is another excuse for garden visits. Koishikawa Kōrakuen and Hama-rikyū Onshi-teien are especially good for stunning red maples. Meanwhile, Tokyo’s official tree, the ginkgo, turns an electrifying golden-yellow; see them in all their glory along the aptly named Ginkgo Avenue.
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OFFBEAT TOKYO

• Check out the modern-day cabinet of curiosities that is Intermediatheque, one of Tokyo’s more eccentric attractions (and free to boot!).

• Visit Akihabara’s signature shrine, Kanda Myōjin, which features omamori (amulets) to protect your electronic devices and ema (votive tablets) decorated with anime figures.

• Enter a flower shop to discover a magical teahouse in the back at Aoyama Flower Market Green House.

• Shop for artisan goods at 2k540 Aki-Oka Artisan, located under the elevated JR Yamanote Line tracks.

• Admire the Art Aquarium Museum, where goldfish take centre stage.






Explore Tokyo



Marunouchi & Nihombashi

Ginza & Tsukiji

Roppongi & Azabudai

Shibuya & Ebisu

Harajuku & Aoyama

Shinjuku & West Tokyo

Kagurazaka, Kōrakuen & Akihabara

Ueno & Yanesen

Asakusa & Sumida River



Worth a Trip


Ghibli Museum, Mitaka



Tokyo’s Walking Tours


Nihombashi

Ginza

Roppongi

Shibuya

Daikanyama & Naka-Meguro

Harajuku

Shinjuku

Kagurazaka

Yanaka

Asakusa
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Explore

Marunouchi & Nihombashi

Standing in Marunouchi, surrounded by the windowed offices of Tokyo’s main business district, is the grand brick building of Tokyo Station – the heart of the city, with a city of its own to explore underground. A short distance away, on the foundations of the former Edo Castle, is the Imperial Palace and the sprawling palace grounds, a welcome patch of green in a neighbourhood now characterised by sleek, glass-covered buildings. In the Edo period, Nihombashi was where all roads converged – at the centre of a wooden bridge that was the neighbourhood’s namesake. A hub for trade and the arts in past centuries, Nihombashi is where you’ll find historic department stores and grand examples of classic Western architecture, and the museums housed within them.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-traingif]d Train

Tokyo Station is served by the JR Chūō Line.

[image: icon-metrogif]m Metro

The Marunouchi Line is the only one that stops at Tokyo Station, but Ōtemachi is also nearby. Countless exits and passageways connect the metro stations to Tokyo Station, so check the maps posted around. Nihombashi is accessible via the Nihombashi and Mitsukoshimae stations.

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walk

Both neighbourhoods are within walking distance from each other. A rainy-day alternative route is through the underground shopping complex, Yaesu Chikagai (Yaechika).


THE BEST

PALACE TOUR Imperial Palace

URBAN HUB Tokyo Station

MUSEUM Intermediatheque

GARDENS Imperial Palace East Garden

HISTORIC SITE Nihonbashi





WALKING TOUR

Walk Nihombashi

The major sights in Nihombashi are in close proximity to each other and make for a leisurely afternoon walk. See some of the city’s iconic Western-style buildings from the 19th and 20th centuries, shop for fine items at a historical department store, and experience Japanese history in a neighbourhood that merges the historical and the modern.


START

Bank of Japan Head Office

END

Nihonbashi

LENGTH

2km; 2 hours
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1 Western Design

Our first stop is the green-roofed Bank of Japan Head Office, an imposing Western-style building by Kingo Tatsuno, who also designed Tokyo Station. On the third Wednesday of every month, you can take an English guided tour with prior online reservation. Then, walk down Nichigin-dōri, flanked on either side by the bank and the neoclassical Mitsui Main Building. Both are designated important cultural properties.

2 Gold Coins & Cash

Continue down Nichigin-dōri and you’ll come to the Bank of Japan Currency Museum, which contains everything you’ve ever wanted to know about Japanese currency across the ages. Admission is free, so go in and take a peek at their collection of old coins, gold ingots and Edo-era paper money.

3 Historical Department Store

Just a block away is Mitsukoshi, Japan’s first department store. The boxy, European-style building is guarded by bronze lions at the entrance, and has a towering statue of Magokoro, the goddess of sincerity, in the atrium. The interior of the building retains a vintage vibe. There’s also an art gallery on the 6th floor of the building.

4 Modern Edo-era Vibes

Across the road is Coredo Muromachi, a shopping complex (three malls and a terrace) that incorporates traditional elements into its design, giving the place a modern Edo vibe. Shops are more focused on food and lifestyle, with an emphasis on Japanese design and produce.

5 Shrine of Prosperity

Stroll down the lanterned street between the shopping complexes and you’ll come to a junction, where a torii (entrance gate) marks the entry to Fukutoku-jinja, an elegant Shintō shrine situated beneath a skyscraper. Ukanomitama, a deity associated with agriculture and harvest, is enshrined here.

6 Japan’s Bridge

Head back onto the main avenue and continue south towards the historic Nihonbashi – the namesake of the Nihombashi neighbourhood. The bridge we see today was built in 1911, but in 1603 it took the form of a wooden bridge that was the meeting point of five major highways that connected other parts of the country to Edo.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Tokyo Station

The grand Renaissance-style red-brick building of Tokyo Station (東京駅) has been a symbol of the city since its completion in 1914. Behind its handsome facade, shinkansen (bullet trains) shuttle passengers across the country, and tens of thousands of commuters tread through sprawling underground shopping complexes and restaurants.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

This well-connected station sees plenty of commuters each day of the week; it is the least busy on weekday afternoons. Spend one to two hours here before or after a visit to the Imperial Palace.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to learn more about Tokyo Station.



Tokyo Station Architecture

WWII air raids and bombings significantly damaged the roofs of Tokyo Station, and the building we see today was the result of careful restoration work completed in 2012, almost a century after it was first built. Designed by Kingo Tatsuno, the station building is inlaid in red brick, with domes on the north and south ends. Inside, the north and south domes have beautiful arched ceilings with plaster reliefs and inlaid sculptures depicting the 12 zodiacs.

Tokyo Station Gallery

Outside Tokyo Station’s North Exit is the Tokyo Station Gallery. Visiting the gallery is perhaps the only way to get a closer look at the dome’s upper floors without splurging on a stay at the luxurious Tokyo Station Hotel. Around five exhibitions show here every year covering a range of mediums, though signage in English may be sparse. As you move between different parts of the gallery, you’ll see the interior walls of exposed brick and other elements used in the original station construction. In the gift shop you can walk along the dome’s 2nd-floor corridor.


Tokyo Character Street

If you’re looking to snag lots of character merchandise all in one convenient location, this row of shops in the Tokyo Station underground complex has you covered. Kids and collectors will have fun hopping from one toy store to another, picking up Lego and anime merchandise, or Pokémon plushies and capsule toys.
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Tokyo Ramen Street

Restaurants, sweet shops and cafes are scattered throughout the underground station complex. Offerings range from sushi to beer halls, but the highlight here is Tokyo Ramen Street – a collection of seven of the best ramen from across the city. There’s a shop specialising in every kind of ramen, from classic shōyu (soy sauce), shio (salt) and tonkotsu (pork bone), to tsukemen (dipping noodles).


TRAIN SPOTTING

On the 4th floor of the Maruzen bookstore near the station building is Café 1869, which has windows overlooking the bullet train tracks coming in and out of Tokyo Station.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Imperial Palace

Where Edo Castle once stood is the stately Imperial Palace (皇居), the residence of the Emperor and Empress of Japan. Not much of what’s contained within the imposing castle walls can be seen from the outside, so the best way to get a closer look is to join an official tour.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Book your spot on the tour online early – up to a month in advance. On the tour, you’ll be on your feet for upwards of 1½ hours.
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Scan this QR code to book a spot on the Imperial Palace tour.



The Original Edo Castle

Edo-jō, or Edo Castle, was originally built and occupied by the Tokugawa shogunate on the land the Imperial Palace now sits on. In 1868 the castle became the official residence of the Imperial Family when the shogunate was overthrown, and the capital and emperor moved from Kyoto to Tokyo. Structures that remain from the Edo period are scarce, however – just two watchtowers, the stone walls and the gates.

Palace Buildings

The buildings that now make up the palace compound are relatively new, having been rebuilt in the 1960s following WWII air raids that destroyed much of it. One of the buildings you’ll see on the tour is the Kyūden – a somewhat understated, modern building where the throne room is located. You’ll also see Fushimi-yagura, a watchtower from the Edo period, along with several modern statehouses. Another notable structure here is Nijū-bashi, an ornate steel bridge that serves as the official entrance to the palace, from which you’ll also see Megane-bashi (pictured), a stone bridge, and the cityscape of Marunouchi beyond.
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The Tour

Despite being allowed into certain areas of the palace compound, all buildings are off-limits to visitors. It’s still worth going on the tour to learn more about the castle’s past and present from knowledgeable guides, and the tour is free to boot – and available in multiple languages (English, French, Spanish, Chinese and Korean). Two tours are held each day, but are unavailable in the height of summer, from late July to the end of August, and end of year holidays. If you missed your opportunity to book, there is an option to arrive early and register on the spot, but space is not guaranteed. If all else fails, the Imperial Palace East Garden is a worthy consolation.


QUICK BREAK

Rest from an afternoon of walking around palace grounds at Harbs, where you can get cakes layered in fresh fruit, generous slices of strawberry shortcake and seasonal tarts.
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EXPERIENCES

Stroll Through the Tranquil Palace GardensIMPERIAL GARDEN

Encompassed by the sprawling grounds of the Imperial Palace is the beautiful East Garden map Google map, where the main keep of the original castle, Edo-jō, was located. The garden is open to the public and free to visit without having to join a tour. There’s plenty of greenery and open space here, making it a perfect hour or two reprieve in nature, away from Tokyo’s cityscape, with well-manicured lawns perfect for picnicking and quiet wooded paths.

Here you can also see the remains of the foundations of Edo Castle, some historical guardhouses and Fujimi-yagura, one of the remaining watchtowers from the Edo period. To learn more about the structures, download the free Imperial Palace audio-guide app or look out for some signage in English.

Appreciators of Japanese art can visit Sannomaru Shōzōkan map Google map (Museum of Imperial Collections;), a museum within the park grounds housing an impressive collection of treasures and artworks belonging to the Imperial Family. Timed-entry tickets must be purchased online in advance.

Walk on Nihonbashi HISTORICAL LANDMARK



At the beginning of the Edo period (1603–1867), the Tokugawa shogunate went about building roads and highways that connected other parts of the country to the administrative capital of Edo (present-day Tokyo). Then a wooden bridge, Nihonbashi map Google map – a name that translates literally to ‘Japan Bridge’ – was where all these roads began.

As you walk towards the centre of the bridge, you’ll see a 0-kilometre marker, from where highway distances from Tokyo are sometimes still measured. Keeping watch on either side of the bridge are bronze lions and winged kirin (mythical dragon-like creatures) that, along with the current bridge, were the result of a construction done in 1911. An overhead expressway partly obscures the view of the bridge, though it is in the process of being removed – a project that is expected to finish in 2041.

Go on a River CruiseCRUISE



See Tokyo via the waterways by hopping on a short river cruise departing from Nihombashi, right near the bridge. Cruises are organised by different operators, and courses and pricing may vary. Booking tickets in advance is always recommended, but you may also spot kiosks set up near the bridge selling same-day tickets.

All cruises have a tour guide, though they typically only speak Japanese. Nihombashi Cruise map Google map (nihonbashi-cruise.jp) organises cherry blossom-viewing cruises as well as night cruises, though tickets must be booked in advance. For a cosier experience aboard a smaller boat, make a reservation at Riverboat Mizuha (funaasobi-mizuha.jp), which offers private charters too.

Visit Small Museums in the NeighbourhoodMUSEUMS

Complete your day of neighbourhood exploration with a late-afternoon visit to one of the area’s small but excellent museums. You don’t even have to spend a single yen – some museums, like the Bank of Japan Currency Museum map Google map and Intermediatheque, are free. The former is in Nihombashi and houses a large collection of old coins, ingots and paper currency beginning from ancient times. There’s another museum just a few steps away: the Mitsui Memorial Museum map Google map. Here, you’ll see fine works of Japanese and Western art that have been acquired by the Mitsui families, who were a line of prominent merchants beginning from the Edo period, whose legacy now takes the form of a major business conglomerate.

If you’re in the area around Tokyo Station, don’t miss Intermediatheque map Google map – a contemporary museum in the KITTE shopping mall that feels like it’s part art gallery, part billionaire explorer’s private collection. The museum’s permanent exhibit features a vast collection of rocks, skeletons, taxidermised animals and even mummies, all courtesy of the University of Tokyo. The Tokyo Station Gallery is worth visiting too, as it takes you up to the 2nd floor of one of the domes in the station building otherwise inaccessible to the public.


The Grounds of Edo-jō

The East Garden is divided into three zones called Honmaru, Ninomaru and Sannomaru – a naming convention that applies to all Japanese castles. In the Edo period, the honmaru was the most important area within the castle grounds, where the main keep was located. The ninomaru lies beyond the honmaru, separated by castle walls or a moat, which served as a crucial area of castle defence. Similarly, the sannomaru sits outside of the walls of the ninomaru, and was the castle’s first line of defence against attacking enemies who were able to make it past the outer moat and castle gates.



See the Winter IlluminationsSEASONAL SIGHTS

The highlight of the weeks leading up to Christmas are the glittering winter lights events that happen all around Tokyo, with those in Marunouchi being particularly beautiful. Between November and February, the trees outside Tokyo Station are strung up with thousands of fairy lights, giving the city a warm glow. It’s the perfect setting for a romantic stroll, and when you need to escape the cold, the Christmas displays inside department stores and shopping malls like KITTE map Google map, a mall housed within the former Tokyo Central Post Office with cool modern interior architecture, are worth checking out, too.

Munch on an Ekiben at Ekibenya MatsuriFOOD



If you’re in Japan looking for a meal on the go, you can’t go wrong with a bentō. These boxed lunches can be homemade or store-bought, but a special treat in particular is the ekiben – a portmanteau of the words eki (station) and bentō. So named because they’re sold at stations where passengers board the bullet train, a long railway trip isn’t quite complete without one of these meals. There are other ways ekiben differ from usual bentō too. Ekiben usually feature local delicacies and premium ingredients, like beef tongue from Sendai, or fresh crab and sea urchin, which come in boxes with interesting designs.

You don’t have to leave Tokyo or even board the bullet train to try it for yourself though. There are several shops selling ekiben within Tokyo Station, the largest among them being Ekibenya Matsuri map Google map. There’s a huge variety of ekiben available here, some even shuttled in from Japan’s other prefectures. If you’re shopping for one, however, be sure to look inside the station area, and bear in mind that there are no dining spaces so these are best taken with you to be enjoyed back at your accommodation, or on the bullet train to your next stop.


THE EKIBEN HALL OF FAME

A selection of the most popular ekiben available at Tokyo Station.

Gyūniku Domannaka

(牛肉どまん中) Created when the Yamagata shinkansen first opened, and featuring stewed beef served on a bed of Yamagata rice.

Chicken Bento

(チキン弁当) The retro design remains unchanged since its advent in 1964. Inside is an appealing tomato-flavoured rice and karaage (deep-fried) chicken.

Tokyo Bento (東京弁当)

Each item within the bentō is sourced from restaurants around Tokyo.

Ikura & Salmon Bento

(こぼれイクラととろサーモンハラス焼き弁当) Grilled, fatty salmon belly blanketed with a generous serving of salmon roe. A seafood-lover’s dream.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

¥ Budget ¥¥ Midrange ¥¥¥ Top End
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Eating

Fine Dining

Antica Osteria Del Ponte; ¥¥¥

map Google map

Fine Italian cuisine near Tokyo Station featuring an elegant dining area with sweeping city views from the top floor of the Marunouchi Building. 11am-3pm & 5.30-10pm

est; ¥¥¥

map Google map

French cuisine is infused with Japanese flavours at this Michelin-starred restaurant, where ingredients are sourced locally and sustainably. On the 39th floor of the Four Seasons Hotel. noon-3pm & 6-10pm

Historical Restaurants

Nihombashi Izumoya; ¥¥

map Google map

Serving delicious unagi (eel) since the 1940s, the store is now run by the original owner’s grandson, and all of the meals come in beautiful lacquerware boxes. 11am-2pm & 5-9pm, closed Wed & Sun

Janoichi Honten; ¥¥

map Google map

Established in the late 1800s, this restaurant still serves classic Edomae sushi. Come for the lunchtime meals, offered at a reasonable price. 11.30am-2pm & 4.30-10.30pm Mon-Sat

Muromachi Sunaba; ¥

map Google map

This historical restaurant, opened in 1869, invented tenzaru – soba noodles served with a side of tempura. 11.30am-9pm Mon-Fri, to 4pm Sat

Dessert Parlours

Fruit Parlour Kajitsuen; ¥¥

map Google map

Parfaits piled high with strawberries and other seasonal fruit, plus beautiful fruit cakes. Inside Tokyo Station, but beyond the turnstiles. 11am-9pm

Sembikiya Fruit Parlour; ¥¥

map Google map

A fruit store in the Edo period, Sembikiya is now a chain of fruit cafes known for their luxury produce. Their famous musk melon is available year-round. 11am-9pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Cocktails & Craft Beer

Hitachino Brewing

map Google map

This bar inside Tokyo Station may be modest in size, but you’ll get to try some of the 10 Hitachino Nest craft beers on tap. 11am-10pm Mon-Sat, to 9pm Sun & holidays

Mandarin Bar

map Google map

This luxury hotel bar has it all: sleek and stylish decor, stunning views from the 37th-floor windows, and out-of-this-world cocktails heavy on the Japanese influences. 3pm-midnight Mon-Fri, from noon Sat & Sun


Cocktail Works Tokyo

map Google map

A dark, quiet bar akin to a sophisticated tavern between Marunouchi and Nihombashi. Good cocktails and craft beer on tap. 6pm-3am Mon-Sat, to 11.30pm Sun

Tea Rooms

Wang De Chuan

map Google map

Premium Taiwanese oolong teas served hot and fragrant or cold with a foamy top. Inside the Eslite Spectrum Nihonbashi bookstore. 11am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 8pm Sat & Sun

Ippuku & Matcha

map Google map

The menu here is entirely comprised of matcha offerings, including matcha-infused desserts. Mostly takeouts, but you can also reserve a spot in the special tea room. 11am-8pm

Tsuruya Yoshinobu Tokyo Mise

map Google map

The Tokyo location of a renowned Japanese sweets-maker from Kyoto. The delicate confections pair perfectly with a strong cup of matcha. 11am-8pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun

Unique Cafes

DAWN Avatar Robot Cafe

map Google map

All the robots that serve food and even converse with customers at this cafe are remotely operated by people with disabilities or physical limitations. hours vary, closed Thu

Chooze Coffee

map Google map

This sleek, modern coffee stand lets you choose how much caffeine you want in your brew. 7.30am-6pm Mon-Fri, noon-5pm Sat & Sun
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Shopping

Sweets & Condiments

Kayanoya

map Google map

This beautiful shop selling premium shōyu (soy sauce) and dashi (stock) was designed by Kengo Kuma and has wooden barrels hanging from the ceiling. 11am-8pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun

Usagiya Honten

map Google map

A no-frills traditional sweets store selling delicious dorayaki (red-bean pancakes). It was established in 1948 by the son of the original founder of Usagiya in Ueno. 9.30am-6pm Mon-Fri

Fashion & Lifestyle

Nakagawa Masashichi Shōten

map Google map

First established in Nara Prefecture, the brand’s flagship store in Tokyo stocks simple, beautiful and high-quality household items, as well as made-in-Japan fashion. 11am-8pm

Hario Lampwork Factory

map Google map

Elegant, handmade glass accessories and jewellery by renowned glass and coffee-equipment manufacturer, Hario. See craftspeople at work in the workshop. 11am-7pm

Good Design Store Tokyo by Nohara

map Google map

From kitchenware to fashion, all items in-store have won the prestigious Good Design Award, so you’re bound to find something life-changing. 11am-8pm




Explore

Ginza & Tsukiji

Ginza has a reputation for being Tokyo’s swankiest neighbourhood, attracting Tokyoites to shop, dine and have tea with friends in its many shops and cafes. Name a luxury fashion house, and you’ll likely find one of their boutiques here. Meanwhile, a short 20-minute walk from this ritzy neighbourhood takes you to Tsukiji, where Tokyo’s biggest wholesale seafood market used to be before relocating to Toyosu in 2018. The move has not scuppered business in the area, however, as the outer market still thrives as the go-to spot for wholesale seafood, sushi meals and kitchenware. It’s the best place in Tokyo to try the freshest seafood at unbeatable prices, and to sample a mouthwatering array of street food and sweets, so make sure to come hungry.



[image: jpg]

See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around
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On the JR Line, the closest stations to Ginza are Shimbashi Station and Yūrakuchō Station.

[image: icon-metrogif]m Metro

Kabuki-za is accessible via Higashi-ginza Station on the Hibiya and Asakusa lines. Ginza Station is closest to all the shops and is connected to the Ginza, Hibiya and Marunouchi lines. Tsukiji Station on the Hibiya Line is the closest to the outer market, while Tsukijishijō on the Ōedo Line is also just a short walk away.
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Ginza and Tsukiji are within a 20-minute walk from each other.


THE BEST

THEATRE Kabuki-za

SHOPPING MALLS & BOUTIQUES Ginza Chūō-dōri

FISH MARKET Tsukiji Market

GINZA PATISSERIE Ginza Maison Henri Charpentier

GARDENS Hama-rikyū Onshi-teien





WALKING TOUR

Walk Ginza

Every step you take in Ginza reveals a beautiful example of art, fashion and architecture – it’s no wonder locals love it too. The streets here are lined with sleek fashion houses and classy department stores, though you’ll also find interesting shops selling everything from slippers to luxury walking sticks if you look closely.


START

Kabuki-za

END

Cafe Comme Ça

LENGTH

2km; 2½ hours
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1 The Kabuki Theatre

Begin your journey at Higashi-ginza Station, which sits just below Tokyo’s premier kabuki theatre, Kabuki-za. Follow the signs towards the theatre building, and you’ll arrive at the excellent basement-level gift shop. Even if you don’t catch a show, you’ll still want to head to ground level and snap pictures of the theatre’s grand, classic facade and beautiful painted show posters on display outside.

2 Ginza’s Icons

Walk up Harumi-dōri towards the swanky part of Ginza. At the centre of it all is Mitsukoshi Ginza, one of the neighbourhood’s first and fanciest department stores. The otherworldly art installation featuring goldfish, Art Aquarium Museum, is here on the 8th floor. Across the road is Wako, another upscale department store – the building and the clock perched atop it are long-lasting icons of the neighbourhood.

3 Architecture & Style

Continue along Harumi-dōri and admire the elaborate window displays and equally interesting architecture of the neighbourhood’s luxury boutiques such as the glass-blocked Maison Hermès.

4 Avant-Garde Architecture

Turn into Namiki-dōri and there more examples of cool window displays and architecture to be found – including the jellyfish-like building housing the Louis Vuitton boutique.

5 An Artsy Mall

Turn left on Kōjunsha-dōri and continue straight – you’ll arrive at Ginza Six, a mall that’s the neighbourhood’s trendy hangout for a sophisticated younger crowd. Give the cool interior and stylish high-end brands of Ginza Six a look. On the top floor is the excellent book and lifestyle store, Ginza Tsutaya Books.

6 Noodle Break

Duck behind the Ginza Six building to find Mugi to Olive, where you can replenish your energy with some delicious ramen infused with the flavour of asari (clams). Get a bowl with all the toppings.

7 Main Street Ginza

If it’s a weekend or public holiday, pedestrians are given full reign of Ginza Chūō-dōri, the avenue that runs along the Ginza Six and other notable stores in the area. Lining either side are more department stores, luxury boutiques and speciality stores – some of which date back to the early days of the neighbourhood, like Matsuya, and popular stationery store Itōya.

8 A Sweet Ending

Finish your walking tour with a quintessential Ginza experience – getting sweet treats at a fancy cafe. Nearby Cafe Comme Ça has delectable fruit tarts.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Kabuki-za

Everything about kabuki theatre is truly a spectacle – from the actors’ dramatically painted faces, beautiful costumes and exaggerated movements to the elaborate stagecraft. Dating back to the 17th century as a popular form of folk entertainment, the art form still has a hold on the population today – and Kabuki-za (歌舞伎座) is where to see it all happen.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

A full kabuki show can last between three to four hours. However, visitors also have the option to catch a single act – tickets are available a day before the performance.
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Scan this QR code to purchase tickets online.



The Theatre

With its sloped roofs and grand facade adorned with red lanterns and towering banners, Kabuki-za is an outlier in Ginza’s mostly modern, urban landscape. A theatre dedicated solely to kabuki performances, Kabuki-za stages two shows daily, 25 days of the month. Though it was first built in 1889, the building has gone through several iterations after previous structures were lost due to natural disasters and fires. Its current form is the result of renovations completed in 2013, and is true to one of the theatre’s original designs from 1924.

The History of Kabuki

Kabuki originated in 17th-century Kyoto, when a female shrine attendant along with her troupe of female performers began garnering popularity for their distinct style of dance. For a while, kabuki actors were primarily women. However, by 1652 this had changed entirely when a concern for ‘morals’ led to females being banned from engaging in the art form. Kabuki thus became exclusively male, and remains this way today.

Donning wigs and kimonos, the men who portray women onstage are known as onnagata (literally ‘female role’). Kabuki actors train from a young age for the stage, many inheriting the craft from their fathers. Head to the 4th floor of the theatre and you’ll come to a hallway lined with pictures of legendary kabuki actors through the ages.
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The Performance

Kabuki shows often depict dramatised events from history and short stories, and some modern ones even feature anime character crossovers. Though full performances are a half-day affair, audiences looking for just a taster can purchase tickets for a single act, which typically runs for an hour, from the theatre website.

Seventy seats at the back of the theatre are open for purchase the day before the performance, and the remaining 20 go on sale on the day. Though you’ll be sitting in the last few rows within the hall, you still get an unobscured view of the stage. English audio guides detailing the play synopsis are available to rent.


QUICK BREAK

Getting a bentō to eat during intermission is part of the theatre-going experience. There are a few options on the basement floor of the theatre.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Tsukiji Market

Big waves were made when Tsukiji’s famous tuna auction and wholesale market relocated to Toyosu in 2018, but years after the move, Tsukiji Market (築地場外市場) remains alive and kicking. And it’s still Tokyo’s best spot for the freshest seafood, street snacks and other delicacies.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Budget plenty of time to eat and explore. Operating hours are 9am to 2pm, but stores frequently sell out or close before then. It’s closed on Sundays and quiet on Wednesdays.
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Scan this QR code for a handy guide to the market.



Tokyo’s Fish Market

You’ll want to have space in your stomach for the endless array of food here. Even from the market periphery, fresh cuts of sashimi, kaisen-don (assorted raw seafood on rice), grilled crab legs and glistening fruit already clamour for attention. Weave your way through the densely packed market and you’ll come across food stalls doling out skewers, kitchenware shops with rows of knives on display, sushi stands and more. Years after major wholesale activities and the tuna auction’s relocation to Toyosu, the Tsukiji Market seems to have revived and regained its former glory.

Market Tips

Tsukiji is very much a tourist hotspot, and prices here tend to reflect that – perhaps, in part, in an effort to recover after the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s a good idea to take a look around to see what’s in store before picking something to try or buy. Also bear in mind that there’s a strict no-bargaining policy. Be sure to bring cash with you too, as card payment options may not be available at certain stores.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Hama-rikyū Onshi-teien

One of Tokyo’s most idyllic spots, Hama-rikyū Onshi-teien (浜離宮恩賜庭園) is a refuge from the bustle of the city, where an afternoon involves weaving your way around pine trees and manicured lawns, or enjoying a cup of tea while feeling the sea breeze that drifts from nearby Tokyo Bay.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

You can walk here after a trip to Tsukiji Market, or take the scenic route and come here by boat from Asakusa.
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Scan this QR code for timetables and fares for boat rides to the gardens.



Scenic Gardens

Hama-rikyū Onshi-teien began as a private family garden first established by the Tokugawa shogunate, and gradually improved over generations before it was finally completed by the 11th shogun, Tokugawa Ienari. After the fall of the shogunate, the garden came under possession of the Imperial Family where it remained until 1945, when it was donated to the City of Tokyo and reopened as a public park the following year. Buildings from nearby Shiodome rise above the park’s tree line, the juxtaposition of which makes for beautiful photographs of an urban oasis. Within the park are several reflective ponds, the largest being Shiori-no-ike, a tidal pond that draws sea water in from Tokyo Bay.

Teahouses

It could take over an hour of slow strolling along the paths to see every inch of the garden, but you’ll come across several teahouses along the way to rest your feet. Stop by Nakajima-no-ochaya for a cup of matcha and wagashi (Japanese sweets). This teahouse sits in the middle of Shiori-no-ike, and has a deck that provides an unobstructed view of the gardens from the water.
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1Top Experiences

 Kabuki-zaC3

 Tsukiji Market

 Hama-rikyū Onshi-teienB6




1Experiences

1MatsuyaC2

2Mitsukoshi GinzaB2

3Cafe de l’AmbreA3

4Kissa YouC3

5Ginza TricoloreB2

6Cafe PaulistaA3

7bills GinzaC1

8Ginza Maison Henri CharpentierC1

9Shiseido Parlour Salon de CaféA3

10Art Aquarium MuseumB2




5Eating

11Aji no HamatōD4

12Umegaoka Sushi-no-MidoriA2

13Ginza IwaA2

14YamachōD4

15Ginza HachigōD2

16Kagari HontenA2

17L’ibiscoC2

18crèam fraise génoiseC2

19Patisserie HanaA2

20Mercer Brunch Ginza TerraceC1

21Louange Tokyo Le MuséeC1

22Higashiya GinzaC1

23Nunotsune SarashinaD3

24Bird LandB2

25Kitsune-yaD4

26Tsukiji YoshinoD4




6Drinking

27Tír na nÓgB2

28Mixology SalonB3

29Ginza LionB3

30Little SmithA2

31Turret CoffeeD3

32Bongen CoffeeD2

33Tanagokoro Tea RoomC1




7Shopping

34Ginza Tsutaya BooksB3

35Kurashi-no-KaoriC1

36ItōyaC2

37GyokusendōB3

38UNIQLO GinzaB2

39MUJI GinzaB1

40Dover Street Market GinzaB2

41Uogashi MeichaB2

42Ginza NaganoB2

43Kuzefuku & CoA2

44ImadeyaB3









EXPERIENCES

Shop Designer Fashion in GinzaSHOPPING

Upscale and stylish Ginza is perhaps Tokyo’s most prestigious neighbourhood. The streets here, flanked by luxury boutiques and grand shopping complexes, teem with tourists and locals on weekends, and despite the hefty price tags, queues just to enter the area’s more popular brand stores are to be expected. International fashion houses and jewellers from Chanel to Cartier all have stores here – some with multiple outlets – making this the go-to spot to find the latest designer pieces.

The most convenient way to shop multiple brands is at a department store – the two largest in Ginza are Matsuya map Google map and Mitsukoshi Ginza map Google map. Brand boutiques here often have beautiful interiors and architecture, making them a worthwhile visit too – many are concentrated along Chǔō-dōri. Hitting multiple stops during your shopping trip will require some planning and navigation, however, as they may be spread out across the neighbourhood, so have a list of must-visit stores.

Sip Coffee at Cafe PaulistaCAFES



The term kissaten (‘tea-drinking shop’) is a bit of a misnomer. These are retro, Japanese-style cafes usually specialising in coffee that first came into popularity during the late Meiji (1868–1912) and Taishō (1912–26) periods, and still hold a special place in modern Tokyo. Trendy Ginza was where some of the city’s earliest kissaten first appeared, featuring warm, cosy, lamp-lit interiors – a style that is still synonymous with kissaten today.

The pioneer of Ginza’s kissaten scene is Cafe Paulista map Google map. Founded in the 1910s, the cafe is said to be the oldest kissaten still in business. The best time to visit a kissaten is in the late afternoon for an afternoon cup of joe, but for when you’re feeling peckish, kissaten usually serve a light lunch menu that includes toast, sandwiches and Western-style dishes called yōshoku, which include omurice and the sweet, ketchup-based spaghetti Napolitan.


GINZA’S BEST KISSATEN

Cafe de l’Ambre

map Google map

This cafe retains the same no-frills, rustic feel since its establishment in 1948. No other drinks available here – just good, freshly roasted coffee.

Kissa You

map Google map

A down-to-earth cafe known for its beautiful, fluffy omurice (runny, fluffy omelette on top of tomato rice), and other eggy treats like the omelette sandwich. Don’t come too hungry as chances are there will be a queue.

Ginza Tricolore

map Google map

The exterior of this quintessential, cosy kissaten looks like it’s been transported straight from Paris. Dessert offerings include apple pies and éclairs.



Satisfy Your Sweet ToothDESSERT

There’s no setting more perfect than upscale Ginza for afternoon tea at a fancy cafe, or delicate pastries at some of Japan’s top patisseries. The tea rooms and speciality dessert shops are so popular you’ll likely have to book at least a week in advance for a seat at the more well-known ones – like bills Ginza map Google map – on weekends, or be prepared to stand in line for at least an hour. Weekdays are, therefore, the best time to go – prices may also be slightly cheaper for afternoon tea sessions.

If you’re just looking for a quick treat and nothing too fancy, head down to the basement floors of the neighbourhood’s department stores. Known as depachika, these are the best places to browse a vast selection of bread, confectionery and tea to take back home or to your accommodation. For delightful fruit tarts and crêpes suzette flambéed before you, Ginza Maison Henri Charpentier map Google map is the place to go. Alternatively, try the classic parfaits at neighbourhood mainstay since 1902, Shiseido Parlour Salon de Café map Google map.

Be Mesmerised by Goldfish the Art Aquarium MuseumART



Despite what its name might suggest, there’s only one type of fish at Art Aquarium Museum map Google map – the goldfish. A popular temporary art exhibit that was initially open only in summertime, Art Aquarium now has a permanent location inside the Mitsukoshi Ginza department store. As you step from the brightly lit shop floors into the darkened exhibition space, you’ll be met with tanks of elegantly drifting goldfish that glisten in the light. The aquarium has a variety of these fish, ranging from common species to rare breeds, and all are presented beautifully in unique tanks and installations. Throughout the exhibition space are art pieces that evoke traditional Japanese design, from ukiyo-e (woodblock prints) to Edo kiriko (cut glass) motifs. The presentation of it all is, however, distinctly modern; brightly coloured lights and mirrors imbue the space with a beautiful, futuristic and otherworldly vibe – reminiscent of the popular exhibits by creative company teamLab – and create an experience that’s sure to leave a lasting impression.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

¥ Budget ¥¥ Midrange ¥¥¥ Top End
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Eating

Fresh Seafood & Snacks

Aji no Hamatō; ¥

map Google map

The best fried-food-on-a-stick within the Tsukiji Outer Market. The small stand in front of their main shop has all kinds of hanpen (fish cake) on display. 8am-3pm

Umegaoka Sushi-no-Midori; ¥¥

map Google map

A popular Ginza sushi chain always teeming with tourists, but the sushi is great for the price. 11am-3pm & 5-9pm Mon-Fri, 11am-9pm Sat & Sun

Ginza Iwa; ¥¥¥

map Google map

Cosy, high-end sushi restaurant with none of the typically austere atmosphere. The menu is omakase (up to the chef). Seats are limited so book online weeks in advance. noon-2pm & 6-10pm

Yamachō; ¥

map Google map

This Tsukiji market stall doles out juicy, golden tamagoyaki (omelette) on a stick, made fresh and piping hot. 6am-3.30pm

Ramen

Ginza Hachigō; ¥

map Google map

Ramen broth here is loaded with umami derived from a blend of chicken, duck, mushroom and shellfish. Simple and delicious. 11am-3.30pm Wed-Fri, to 4pm Sat & Sun

Kagari Honten; ¥

map Google map

Try the tori paitan ramen – a thick, almost milky, chicken-based broth packed with flavour and collagen; and if you’re feeling fancy, topped with fresh truffle. 11am-9.30pm

Cakes & Sweet Treats

L’ibisco; ¥

map Google map

Fresh gelato with delightful flavours like royal milk tea and matcha, plus seasonal offerings like white peach and mandarin. noon-7pm Mon-Fri, from 11am Sat & Sun

crèam fraise génoise; ¥¥

map Google map

Treat yourself to an entire strawberry shortcake covered in delectable fresh cream. They don’t sell slices here, but you can get mini cups of sponge, cream and strawberries. noon-6pm Tue-Sun

Patisserie Hana; ¥¥

map Google map

An array of beautiful cakes, tarts and cream puffs to-go, all decorated with pretty flower motifs. 2-10.30pm Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri

Afternoon Tea

Mercer Brunch Ginza Terrace; ¥¥¥

map Google map

One of Ginza’s best spots for brunch and afternoon tea – don’t miss the fluffy French toast. Seats on the terrace overlook Chūō-dōri avenue. 11am-10.30pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun


Louange Tokyo Le Musée; ¥¥¥

map Google map

Afternoon tea sets (and individual cakes) here are ridiculously priced, but you’d also be paying for works of art, and too-cute-to-eat teddy bears. 11am-9pm

Higashiya Ginza; ¥¥

map Google map

This modern tea room has a variety of Japanese tea, sake and wagashi, plus food too. 11am-7pm

Japanese Food

Nunotsune Sarashina; ¥

map Google map

A humble restaurant in Tsukiji serving tasty soba. For the ultimate summer refresher, try the sudachi soba, a bowl of which comes with slices of lime. 11.30am-2pm & 5-8pm Tue-Sat

Bird Land; ¥¥¥

map Google map

Yakitori (chicken skewer) is elevated to gourmet status here. Expect prime cuts of meat, liver, pâté and unique side dishes. 5-10.30pm Tue-Sat

Kitsune-ya; ¥

map Google map

Grab a hot, hearty bowl of gyūdon (stewed beef atop rice) at this tiny stall where you can see the vat of rich, savoury stew bubbling away. 6.30am-1.30pm Mon-Sat

Tsukiji Yoshino; ¥¥

map Google map

The softly simmered anago (seafaring eel) served in a lacquerware box makes for a special afternoon treat. Combos with fresh sushi and sashimi available. 10.30am-2pm Thu-Tue
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Drinking

Beer & Cocktails

Tír na nÓg

map Google map

Step beyond the door to this basement bar and find yourself in an otherworldly realm. Lots of inventive drinks and cocktails. 11am-4am Mon-Sat, to 11pm Sun

Mixology Salon

map Google map

This small, sleek bar inside Ginza Six specialises in Japanese tea-based cocktails called tea-tails. Drink courses available too. 1-11pm

Ginza Lion

map Google map

Japan’s oldest beer hall miraculously survived WWII fires and bombings and looks exactly as it did in 1934. On the menu is lots of beer, and a Japanese interpretation of German food. 11.30am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 10.30pm Fri & Sat

Little Smith

map Google map

Curved lofty ceilings and an oval bar that wraps around a pillar makes this one of Ginza’s most interesting bars. There’s no menu here – order whatever you fancy. 6pm-3am Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri, to 1am Sat

Coffee & Tea

Turret Coffee

map Google map

Start the morning with a strong espresso at this Tsukiji coffee shop that’s considered one of the city’s best. 7am-6pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat & Sun

Bongen Coffee

map Google map

There’s no dedicated dine-in space here, and lines may get long – but the decor and coffee make up for it. 10am-7pm

Tanagokoro Tea Room

map Google map

Clean, airy cafe serving a variety of Chinese and Taiwanese tea along with sweet bean desserts and muffins. 11am-7pm
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Shopping

Lifestyle

Ginza Tsutaya Books

map Google map

Browse architecture tomes, picture books and lacquered fountain pens at this beautiful bookstore fitted with floor-to-ceiling bookshelves. In Ginza Six. 10.30am-9pm

Kurashi-no-Kaori

map Google map

Minimalist living and personal care products with single-scent fragrances inspired by the seasons and traditions of Japan, like cedar and yuzu. 11.30am-8pm

Itōya

map Google map

A century-old stationery shop on Chūō-dōri with multiple floors stocking all manner of postcards, fountain pens, inks notebooks and souvenirs. An annex building has planners, bags and more. 10am-8pm Mon-Sat, to 7pm Sun

Gyokusendō

map Google map

They’re definitely in a niche market, but the painstakingly hand-hammered copper tea kettles may just be the most beautiful you’ve ever seen. 10.30am-8.30pm

Fashion

Uniqlo Ginza

map Google map

The clothing giant’s largest flagship store encompasses 12 floors and has every item you can imagine, plus a cafe. You can’t miss the glass-fronted building lined with rotating mannequins. 11am-9pm

Muji Ginza

map Google map

Fans of minimalist design will have a field day inside Muji’s flagship store, where beautiful displays show off everything from fruit to clothes to gadgets. 10am-9pm

Dover Street Market

map Google map

Seven floors of art and fashion make up this high-end retail store stocked with urban brands like Comme des Garçons and its numerous offshoot labels. 11am-8pm

Food & Drink

Uogashi Meicha

map Google map

Speciality Japanese tea store in Ginza with a 2nd-floor tea room. The beautifully packaged teas make excellent souvenirs. There’s also a Tsukiji branch. 11am-6pm Tue-Sat

Ginza Nagano

map Google map

Drop by this Ginza store to try local specialities including wine, pickles and snacks from the mountainous Nagano. 10.30am-7pm

Kuzefuku & Co

map Google map

Salad dressings, jams, pickles, miso, dashi (stock) and every sauce, spice and garnish imaginable are all on display here. In Tokyu Plaza Ginza. 10.30am-7pm

Imadeya

map Google map

Take your time picking out a bottle of sake, shōchū or whatever liquor you might fancy from the shelves at this elegant bottle shop. 10.30am-8.30pm.




Explore

Roppongi & Azabudai

Roppongi has undergone one of the most dramatic redevelopments in modern Tokyo history: once synonymous with uninhibited nightlife, it’s now a world-class destination for art, design, dining and retail. Many of these newer attractions are located in ‘mixed-use’ complexes – post-modern mega malls, each of which has at least one of its own signature cultural facility such as a museum or gallery. That’s in addition to shops, restaurants, public green space, residences and at least one office tower or luxury hotel. Two such complexes, Roppongi Hills and Tokyo Midtown, anchor opposite ends of the neighbourhood; the newest, Azabudai Hills, is in nearby Azabudai. Other neighbourhoods worth checking out, for comparison, include upscale residential districts Azabu-jūban and Nishi-Azabu. Meanwhile, the heart of ‘old Roppongi’ – the nightlife district – still beats around Roppongi Crossing.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-metrogif]m Metro

The Hibiya Line stops at Roppongi and Kamiyachō (the nearest stop for Azabudai Hills), while the Toei Ōedo Line stops at Roppongi and Azabu-jūban. The Hibiya and Ōedo lines have separate stations at Roppongi; they’re connected, but only outside the ticket gates. The Chiyoda Line stops at nearby Nogizaka, which is convenient for Tokyo Midtown and the National Art Center Tokyo.

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walk

From Roppongi Crossing, it’s a 15- to 20-minute walk to Azabudai Hills, Azabu-jūban or Nishi-Azabu.


THE BEST

DIGITAL ART SPACE teamLab Borderless

CONTEMPORARY ART CENTRE Mori Art Museum

SHOPPING Tokyo Midtown

HISTORIC NEIGHBOURHOOD Azabu-jūban

LOCAL LANDMARK Tokyo Tower





WALKING TOUR

Walk Roppongi

While you can access major attractions directly via underground subway passages, this walk gives you a sense of direction at street level, starting with the neighbourhood’s signature intersection, Roppongi Crossing. From there, weave through Roppongi Hills in the direction of Azabu-jūban, a charming neighbourhood that offers a contrast to all the development in Roppongi.


START

Roppongi Crossing

END

Azabu-jūban

LENGTH

2km; 1½ hours
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1 The Main Intersection

Take Exit 3 from Roppongi’s subway station, which puts you on the corner of Roppongi Crossing. Here you’ll find Almond, a long-running cake shop and local landmark. While it’s usually quiet during the day, after dark this street corner fills up with friends meeting up for an evening out.

2 Art Galleries

On your way to Roppongi Hills, take a detour down the side street on your left for Complex 665, a grey nondescript building that houses three influential contemporary art galleries – perfect for taking the pulse of the local scene (and free, too!).

3 A Famous Public Sculpture

Roppongi’s most famous work of art, however, remains Maman, one of several public sculptures at Roppongi Hills. The giant spider, by Louise Bourgeois, has an amusing way of messing with the scale of the buildings, especially in photos. It’s also a useful landmark for navigating the mall; keep walking and you’ll pass the entrance to Mori Art Museum and Toho Cinemas Roppongi Hills.

4 A Pretty Street

Opposite the mall is Keiyaki-zaka, one of Tokyo’s prettiest – and most romantic – streets. In spring, it’s lined with cherry blossoms; in winter, bare branches have elegant, evening illuminations. It’s a popular date spot, and often appears in TV dramas. Bricolage Bread & Co, one of Tokyo’s rare alfresco eating options, is at the top of the street.

5 An Iconic Shopping Street

At the bottom of Keiyaki-zaka, round the corner towards Azabu-jūban. To avoid the main road, take the side street on the right, which leads to the next attraction: Azabu-jūban Street, a historic market street with venerable old shops alongside trendy new ones.

6 A Famous Sweets Stop

On an alleyway on the left, look out for Naniwaya Sōhonten, a local favourite for taiyaki (fish-shaped bean cakes) since 1909. Consider yourself lucky if you can actually score one of these traditional treats, as they’re known to sell out fast. From here it’s a short walk to the Azabu-jūban subway station, or you can continue exploring the neighbourhood.



TOP EXPERIENCE

teamLab Borderless

Tokyo’s newest big development, Azabudai Hills is the new home of teamLab Borderless, the digital art museum that has emerged as one of Tokyo’s top attractions. The newest ‘Hills’ is also an interesting attraction in its own right, with trippy neo-futurist architecture and public artwork.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Purchase tickets to teamLab Borderless online in advance, as they may sell out. The museum is open 10am to 9pm, and closes on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to learn what’s on at teamLab Borderless.



Digital Art at teamLab Borderless

Art collective teamLab formed in Tokyo in the ’00s and has since become a big name in digital art – an emerging medium that uses digital technology, including augmented reality, to dazzling effect.

While you can now see their works at other global hotspots, like Singapore, teamLab Borderless remains their signature experience, a permanent museum home for over 50 artworks. In addition to many works from the original space in Odaiba are some new ones on display for the first time, including the hypnotic Tunnel into the Mirror Universe, part of the new Light Sculpture Flow series, and the colourful, if vaguely disorienting, Microcosmoses Wobbling Light (pictured).

teamLab Borderless has no map or suggested course. It’s designed more like a role-playing game: the installations feel like discrete worlds, which you can explore at leisure, pausing to interact with digital avatars, which may shift, responding to your presence – or even beckon you to play. Download the teamLab app to unlock more ways to engage with the installations.

Sketch Ocean & Sketch Factory

Sketch Ocean has emerged as one of teamLab’s most popular attractions, and one that’s especially good for families. All visitors get to design a fish – on paper – which then appears as a digital image in the ocean environment of the artwork. Sketch Ocean segues into Sketch Factory, a souvenir shop where you can order merchandise – T-shirts and totes, for example – printed with your drawings and the date of your visit.

[image: jpg]

TEAMLAB, MICROCOSMOSES - WOBBLING LIGHT © TEAMLAB

Exploring Azabudai Hills

Each ‘Hills’ has its own look and Azabudai Hills, which opened in late 2023, is the most future-forward yet, with garden terraces and sinuous lines. In the central green space, look out for Miss Forest, a sculpture from Yoshitomo Nara; adjacent, there’s a plaza shaded by a pergola of abstract swirls known as ‘The Cloud’.

Most attractions, including shops and restaurants, are located in the Garden Plaza buildings; teamLab Borderless is in the basement of Garden Plaza B.


QUICK BREAK

Don’t miss En Teahouse where digital flowers bloom inside your cup. The menu includes roasted tea lattes made with rice milk and vegan matcha gelato. There are lots of other tea and coffee options elsewhere in Azabudai Hills.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Roppongi Hills

The star attraction at Roppongi Hills is Mori Art Museum, a centre for contemporary art popular with both locals and visitors. It shares the top floors of Mori Tower with an observatory, Tokyo City View. Other reasons to visit include the popular cinema and huge selection of eateries.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Unlike most museums, Mori Art Museum is open late – until 10pm (except Tuesdays). Go in the evening to get bonus night views from Tokyo City View. Most Roppongi Hills restaurants are open until 11pm.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to learn what’s on at Mori Art Museum.



Mori Art Museum & Tokyo City View

Mori Art Museum (MAM) is Tokyo’s largest space for contemporary art, staging several blockbuster shows each year. These have included retrospectives of prominent Japanese artists, such as Takashi Murakami, Yayoi Kusama and Makoto Aida; there have also been thought-provoking exhibitions, covering themes like AI, urbanism and climate change. Every three years, the museum puts on ‘Roppongi Crossing’, an exhibition of up-and-coming artists.

In addition to the main exhibition, MAM has three smaller spaces (including one for film) spotlighting more experimental work. Admission includes entry to Tokyo City View, which has views from 250m (750ft); it’s especially good for spotting Tokyo Tower.

Hanging out at Roppongi Hills

Roppongi Hills’ other big attraction is its state-of-the-art movie theatre, Toho Cinemas Roppongi Hills. In addition to getting all the big new releases, movies are screened past midnight and you can order wine and beer from the concession stand. Elsewhere in the mall, there are multiple food halls with options ranging from fast food to Michelin-starred. All of this makes Roppongi Hills a popular destination for that classic night out – dinner and a movie.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Tokyo Midtown

Tokyo Midtown sets itself apart from other commercial complexes with its emphasis on design. It’s home to 21_21 Design Sight, a unique Tokyo institution that explores how we interact with design in daily life, the Suntory Museum of Art, and a fantastic public green space.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Both 21_21 Design Sight and Suntory Museum of Art are closed on Tuesdays and in between exhibitions. While you’re here, visit Toraya (in the basement) for traditional Japanese sweets.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for info on events and exhibitions at Tokyo Midtown.



Design Exhibits & Shops

21_21 Design Sight caused a lot of buzz when it opened, along with Tokyo Midtown, in 2007. Established by some of the biggest names in Japanese design, it was the first museum of its kind in the city – and one of only a few museums in the world devoted to design. Exhibitions explore how we interact with design in daily life, through the products we use and the spaces we inhabit. The elegant, concrete-and-glass structure was designed by Tadao Ando, one of Japan’s preeminent contemporary architects.

Another highlight is the Suntory Museum of Art, where exhibitions showcase objects of beauty with purpose – like the ceramics of the tea ceremony. Designed by another famous architect, Kengo Kuma, the Suntory Museum of Art is inside the mall, on the 3rd floor of the Galleria. One floor above, there’s a great selection of interior design goods stores such as Wise-Wise Tools.

Midtown Garden

There’s no admission required to appreciate Midtown Garden, the mall’s signature green space. It’s a popular spot for hanami (cherry blossom viewing) in spring and evening illuminations in winter. There’s also a great lawn and a year-round schedule of events.




[image: 11-roppongi-akasaka-pk-tok10-jpg]





1Top Experiences

 teamLab BorderlessE2

 Roppongi HillsC2

 Tokyo MidtownC1




1Experiences

1Complex 665C2

2PiramideC2

3Axis Design CenterD2

4Azabu-jūban StreetC3

5Azabusan Zempuku-jiC4

6GonpachiA2

7Tokyo TowerE3

8Toraya Tokyo MidtownC1

9National Art Center TokyoB1

10Souvenir from TokyoB1




5Eating

11Saawaan BistroE2

12Nanxiang Steamed Bun RestaurantC2

13Soul Food HouseC3

14Bricolage Bread & CoB3

15Burger ManiaA4

16DelifuciousF1

17AlchemyE2

18Falafel BrothersC2

19Chinese Cafe 8B2

20TsurutontanC2




6Drinking

21Rooftop Bar at Andaz TokyoF1

22Stellar Garden Sky LoungeF4

23Gold BarE1

24MaduroB2

25AgaveB2

261 Oak TokyoD3

27Shisha Bar RakuenB2




7Shopping

28Mori Art Museum ShopB2

29Wise-Wise ToolsC1

 Living Motif(see 3)









EXPERIENCES

Gallery Hop at Complex 665Art & Design

Thanks to the gravitational pull of major institutions like Mori Art Museum and 21_21 Design Sight, Roppongi has become one of Tokyo’s best spots for gallery-hopping. Complex 665 map Google map is a good place to start: the small building houses three influential galleries – Taka Ishii, ShugoArts and Tomio Koyama Gallery – that represent contemporary artists working both in Japan and abroad.

Want to see more? There are several more small galleries in Piramide map Google map, a mall-type space near Complex 665. Taka Ishii has another space, Taka Ishii Gallery Photography/Film, in the Axis Design Center map Google map on Gaien-Higashi-dōri.

Galleries are free to enter; the only cost is the legwork required to find them. You can check ahead to see what’s on – local website Tokyo Art Beat (tokyoartbeat .com) is a great resource – or just turn up for something unexpected. Most are open from around noon to 6pm or 7pm, and closed on Sundays, Mondays and national holidays.

Explore the Cobblestone Streets of Azabu-jūbanNeighbourhood

Azabu-jūban (麻布十番) is a prestigious residential district, home to foreign embassies, old-money estates and celebrity penthouses. It also has a charming village-like feel, thanks to its cobblestone streets, low-rise development and local protectionism. The few chain shops that can be found here famously have discreet signage to blend in with the atmosphere – just like parts of Kyoto. Anime fans, meanwhile, might know Azabu-jūban as the main setting for Sailor Moon.

For visitors, the main attraction is historic Azabu-jūban Street map Google map, a market street with 300 years of history. Follow other narrow, winding streets to discover more local shops and restaurants, as well as neighbourhood shrines and temples. Azabusan Zempuku-ji map Google map, Tokyo’s second-oldest temple – after Asakusa’s Sensō-ji – can be found here; it’s home to an ancient ginkgo tree, said to be Tokyo’s oldest.

See Roppongi after DarkNightlife

Roppongi is famous for nightlife and, despite recent development, you’ll still find plenty of party spots around Roppongi Crossing as well as down Gaien-Higashi-dōri. Options include shot bars, sports bars, clubs and karaoke parlours – most of which stay open past dawn. There are plenty of late-night eating options, too.

For something more intimate, head to nearby Nishi-Azabu, a 15-minute walk southwest from Roppongi Crossing. This chic residential district has bars and restaurants, too – they’re just a little more discreet. One of the easiest places to stumble upon is Gonpachi map Google map, an izakaya (Japanese pub-eatery) with celebrity cachet. It’s the imposing, though otherwise unmarked, building on the corner where Roppongi-dōri meets Gaien-Nishi-dōri (Nishi-Azabu’s main intersection). Check out the side streets for more options.

Spot Tokyo Tower from the StreetLandmark



Completed in 1958, Tokyo Tower map Google map is a beloved symbol of the capital – even if it’s no longer Tokyo’s tallest structure (that’s Tokyo Skytree). At 333m tall, it’s just slightly taller than Paris’ Eiffel Tower, which it resembles in form but not in colour: Tokyo Tower is a can’t-miss-it shade of red.

There are observatories open to the public (admission required); however, better than the view from Tokyo Tower is the view of Tokyo Tower. While it once presided over central Tokyo, decades of development have made spotting the famous landmark something of an elusive (but rewarding) sport – like catching sight of Mt Fuji emerging from the clouds. Roppongi provides some good angles, especially from Gaien-Higashi-dōri (east of Roppongi Crossing).

Tokyo Tower is illuminated nightly, from dusk to midnight, in warm tones for winter and cool tones for summer, plus a special colour display on Mondays.


Redesigning Roppongi

Roppongi’s reputation for uninhibited nightlife dates to the US occupation of Japan after WWII, when the US had a large local presence (there’s still a recreational barracks nearby). Roppongi Hills, which opened in 2003, heralded a shift; these developments – which now include Toranomon Hills and Azabudai Hills – are the life’s work of the late real estate tycoon Minoru Mori, who had a singular vision for a new kind of ‘modern urban village’ that would combine office space, residences and amenities in dense, designer packages. They impress some and leaves others cold; visit and see for yourself.



Sample Japanese Sweets at Toraya Tokyo Midtown Gourmet

map Google map

Toraya is one of Japan’s most famous traditional confectioners, and a great introduction to wagashi (Japanese sweets). Founded 500 years ago in Kyoto, the brand now retails at select gourmet food halls in department stores and malls around Japan. Prefer to sit and eat, perhaps with some tea? You’re in luck: Toraya Tokyo Midtown’s standalone shop has an in-house tea salon, where you can order sets with fresh-made sweets and tea or coffee.

Try the house speciality, yokan, a dense, burgundy bean jelly considered the most traditional of traditional Japanese sweets; or go for the seasonal fresh sweets, called namagashi, styled in shapes and colours that – like much of classical Japanese art – reflect the changing seasons.

Traditional Japanese sweets are made with few ingredients – often just some combination of adzuki beans, sugar and agar-agar; this means they’re often vegan, but check to be sure. Toraya is open 11am to 9pm daily.

Hang Out at the National Art CenterArt & Design

The National Art Center Tokyo map Google map (NACT) boasts the country’s largest exhibition space for visiting shows, usually from prestigious international institutions like Paris’ Musée de Cluny or Vienna’s Kunsthistorisches Museum. It also curates its own shows, often on contemporary Japanese art.

No matter what’s on, the building itself is spectacular, with an awesome undulating glass facade designed by influential architect Kisho Kurokawa. It’s free to enter; you only have to pay for admission to the galleries. Take advantage of bright, airy space and have a coffee at one of the museum’s two cafes, casual Café Coquille in the atrium lobby or the fancier Salon de Thé Rond, perched on an inverted glass cone.

NACT is open daily from 10am to 6pm, except Tuesdays. While you’re here, head to the basement to check out the excellent gift shop, Souvenir from Tokyo map Google map, where you can find an ever-changing selection of covetable souvenirs from local designers.


ROPPONGI ARTS EVENTS

Consider visiting when one of these popular festivals takes over Roppongi venues – and streets.

Roppongi Art Night

Much-anticipated annual spring event with visually spectacular installations and street performances in and around Roppongi Hills. Held over two days.

Tokyo International Film Festival

In October the biggest movie event of the year takes place. It’s a great way to see lots of Japanese films with English subtitles. Toho Cinemas Roppongi Hills is the main venue.

Design Touch

Tokyo Midtown’s annual autumn design festival sees cool installations takeover Midtown Garden, plus exhibitions and pop-up shops for interior goods around the mall.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

¥ Budget ¥¥ Midrange ¥¥¥ Top End

[image: img]
Eating

Global Flavours

Saawaan Bistro; ¥¥¥

map Google map

Gourmet contemporary Thai dishes made with Japanese ingredients (like grilled maitake mushrooms in red curry); a hot table at the new Azabudai Hills. Reservations recommended. 11am-2pm & 5.30-11pm

Nanxiang Steamed Bun Restaurant; ¥¥

map Google map

Outpost of the famed Shanghai maker of xiao long bao (soup dumpling) at Roppongi Hills. Peek through the window to watch them being made. Other dishes served, too. 11am-11pm

Soul Food House; ¥¥

map Google map

Owner-chefs David and LaTonya Whitaker treat everyone like family while serving up Southern US classics like pulled pork sliders and mac ’n’ cheese. Last order is 75 minutes before closing. 11am-3pm Wed-Sun, 5-10pm Wed-Sat

Brunch & Burgers

Bricolage Bread & Co; ¥¥

map Google map

This collaboration from coffee roaster Fuglen, Michelin-starred restaurant L’Effervescence and Osaka-based bakery Le Sucré Coeur makes for an ideal brunch spot. Terrace seating is the cherry on top. 7am-7pm Tue-Sun

Burger Mania; ¥

map Google map

Head to nearby Hirō-o for one of the city’s best burgers – including one made from 100% Kobe beef – plus brunch favourites and healthy salads. 11am-10pm

Delifucious; ¥

map Google map

Cult-status counter shop in Toranomon Hills for fish burgers and anago (seafaring eel) hot dogs produced by a former sushi chef. 11.30am-3pm & 5-10pm Sun-Fri

Raw & Plant-Based

Alchemy; ¥¥

map Google map

Design-your-own salads and bowls from over 30 different grains, nuts, seeds, fruits and vegetables at this raw-food restaurant from Bali, now in Azabudai Hills. 11am-8pm

Falafel Brothers; ¥

map Google map

Roppongi shop with crisp falafel, fresh greens, homemade hummus and a loyal following among Tokyo vegans. 8.30am-9.30pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat, 9.30am-8.30pm Sun

Late-Night Favourites

Chinese Cafe 8; ¥¥

map Google map

This all-night Chinese restaurant is classic Roppongi, known for its golden phallic decor, Peking duck served at any hour and curt service. 24hr

Gonpachi; ¥¥



The Japanese restaurant that inspired a memorable set in Quentin Tarantino’s Kill Bill (2003) serves charcoal skewers, sashimi platters and other izakaya staples. 11.30am-3am


Tsurutontan; ¥

map Google map

Huge, steaming bowls of udon (thick wheat noodles) in classic and novel styles (like ‘udon carbonara’); ideal for carb-loading after a night out. 11am-8am
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Drinking

Drinks with a View

Rooftop Bar at Andaz Tokyo

map Google map

Tokyo’s tallest rooftop bar sits atop luxury hotel Andaz Tokyo at Toranomon Hills. Excellent original cocktails, too. 5pm-midnight Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat

Stellar Garden Sky Lounge

map Google map

Views of Tokyo Tower are the star attraction at this bar on the 33rd floor of the Prince Park Tower located in Shiba Park. 5-11pm Sun-Wed, to 1am Thu-Sat

Cocktails & Spirits

Gold Bar

map Google map

Contemporary spot for classic cocktails at new Toranomon hotel Edition. It has a reputation as a party spot. 6pm-1am Tue-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat

Maduro

map Google map

Swanky space on the 4th floor of the Grand Hyatt at Roppongi Hills and a reliable source for hard-to-find Japanese whiskies. 7pm-12.30am Tue-Thu, to 1.30am Fri & Sat

Agave

map Google map

One of the world’s largest selections of tequilas and mezcals, plus a quiet, almost reverent atmosphere – a real oasis in Roppongi. 6pm-1am Tue-Thu, to 3am Fri, to 2am Sat, to midnight Mon

Clubs & Lounges

 1 Oak Tokyo

map Google map

A favourite with visiting celebs, 1 Oak – which also has clubs in LA, Dubai and Shanghai – is a fashionable place to dance to (mostly) hip-hop. 11pm-5am Sun-Thu, from 10pm Fri & Sat

Shisha Bar Rakuen

map Google map

See your shisha smoke create patterns with strategically positioned laser artistry. High-quality tobacco, cocktails and playlists. 8pm-5am
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Shopping

Art & Design

Mori Art Museum Shop

map Google map

Limited-edition souvenirs in collaboration with famous artists, plus art books and more. Check out the bigger space in Roppongi Hills’ West Walk (3rd floor; no museum ticket required). 11am-9pm

Wise-Wise Tools

map Google map

Small but curated collection of reasonably priced home goods; one of several design-oriented shops on the 4th floor of the Galleria at Tokyo Midtown. 11am-8pm

Living Motif

map Google map

Showroom-like space for the latest stylish homewares from around the world, spread over several floors at the Axis Design Center. 11am-7pm





Explore

Shibuya & Ebisu

Thanks to its iconic intersection, Shibuya serves as a kind of visual shorthand for Tokyo in the global imagination. The thrumming crowds, glowing lights and giant video screens that you associate with the city? They’re all here – and turned up to the max. Shibuya is a centre for youth culture, and particularly fashion, music and nightlife; it’s among the best places in the city for clubbing, live music and shopping. South of Shibuya, Ebisu is another trendy (but understated) commercial district with shops, restaurants and bars. To the west are the hip residential enclaves of Daikanyama and Naka-Meguro; these neighbourhoods, along with nearby Shimo-Kitazawa, can give you an alternative image of life in the capital – one that’s low-rise and low-key (but still very Tokyo).
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings



[image: jpg]

Meguro River | PIGPHOTO/GETTY IMAGES ©

Getting Around

[image: icon-traingif]d Train

Shibuya and Ebisu are adjacent stops on the JR Yamanote Line. Shibuya Station is also the terminus for commuter trains that travel to Daikanyama and Naka-Meguro (Tōkyu Tōyoko Line) or Shimo-Kitazawa (Keiō Inokashira Line).

[image: icon-metrogif]m Metro

The Ginza Line, above ground at Shibuya Station, connects Shibuya and Asakusa. The underground Fukutoshin and Hanzōmon lines also stop at Shibuya, while the Hibiya Line goes to Ebisu and Naka-Meguro.

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walk

It’s a flat, 30-minute walk between Shibuya and Ebisu; head uphill midway for Daikanyama.


THE BEST

ICONIC EXPERIENCE Shibuya Crossing

BREWERY & MUSEUM Yebisu Garden Place

VIEWPOINT Shibuya Sky

SECONDHAND SHOPPING Shimo-Kitazawa

BAR-HOPPING Ebisu





WALKING TOUR

Walk Shibuya

Ready to explore Shibuya but not sure where to start? This walk takes you through the main commercial district, hitting most of the major shops, which can be used as guideposts for further explorations. Starting at Shibuya’s dizzying train station, it’s also designed to help you get your bearings in this neighbourhood of hills and crooked streets.


START

Shibuya Station

END

Mega Donki

LENGTH

1km; 1 hour


[image: 12-shibuya-wt-pk-tok10-jpg]




1 The Meet-up Spot

Follow signs for Shibuya Station’s Hachikō Exit – named for the statue of Hachikō the dog – which takes you to the ground-level plaza in front of the train station. This is Shibuya’s de facto meet-up spot and, day or night, the plaza is usually full of people. There might also be sound trucks, people with signs, TV crews… Welcome to Shibuya!

2 The Famous Intersection

Opposite the station, the plaza fronts Shibuya Crossing, the neighbourhood’s iconic scramble intersection.

3 Views from Above

Cross the intersection parallel to the overhead JR tracks (on your right) for Magnet by 109 and head up to the roof deck for views over the crossing.

4 Shibuya’s Main Drag

Continue down Shibuya Center-gai, the pedestrianised street that cuts through the heart of Shibuya’s central commercial district. It’s lined with fast-food restaurants, high-street fashion brands and sundry shops – complete with competing neon signage.

5 Hidden Film Location

On your right, you’ll pass one branch of Karaoke-kan; one block up and around the corner is another branch – which served as a film location in Lost in Translation (2003). Filming took place in room 601, if you’re keen to recreate the scene.

6 A Charming Street

Next head up Spain-zaka (‘Spain Hill’), perhaps Shibuya’s most charming street. Like Shibuya Center-gai, it’s free of cars, but paved with bricks. On either side, small boutiques and cafes occupy vaguely Mediterranean-style buildings. (Note: Spain-zaka has steps.)

7 Fashion Central

Spain-zaka ends, conveniently, at the back of Shibuya fashion centre, Shibuya Parco. In addition to shops, there are good food and drink options here, if you fancy a break.

8 Miscellaneous Goods

Exit Parco on the opposite side, and head downslope to another landmark Shibuya shopping destination, Hands, Tokyo’s famous zakka (miscellaneous goods) store.

9 The Everything Store

Exit Hands via the basement level, then wind through the side streets to Mega Donki, a super-sized version of Tokyo’s iconic superstore. To return to Shibuya Crossing and the station, keep walking in the same direction.



WALKING TOUR

Walk Daikanyama & Naka-Meguro

Daikanyama and Naka-Meguro are fashionable districts with boutiques, cafes, interesting architecture (both modern and traditional) and a generally slower pace – perfect for when you want to get away from the crowds. If you don’t mind going uphill, you can walk to Daikanyama from either Shibuya or Ebisu. Note that many shops don’t open before noon.


START

Daikanyama Station

END

Meguro River

LENGTH

2km; 2 hours
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1 Coffee to Go

Exit the station and you’ll soon see Motoya Espresso Express, which has been selling coffee from the side of a van parked in front of Daikanyama Station since 1996 (way before it was trendy). Another claim to fame: having served the cast and crew of Babel (2012) on location in Tokyo.

2 Indie Record Store

Drink in hand, set out to explore Daikanyama’s narrow, hilly streets. First stop: Bonjour Records. A good introduction to hipster Daikanyama, this small boutique has a limited – but highly curated – selection of music and fashion items from Japan and overseas.

3 Organic Fashion

Okura may seem out of place in trendy Daikanyama – the shop looks like a farmhouse – but it is actually a neighbourhood landmark. It’s full of artsy, original clothing items, almost all of which are made from natural textiles and dyed a deep indigo blue. The same team runs Urara next door and Hollywood Ranch Market on Kyū-Yamate-dōri.
 
4 Architecture & Books

Another local landmark, Daikanyama T-Site is the work of Tokyo-based design firm Klein Dytham Architecture and sports a cool basket-weave facade. This is where you’ll find Tsutaya Books Daikanyama, spread over three buildings. The selection of magazines from around the world is fun to browse.

5 Historic Interlude

The Kyū Asakura House (旧朝倉家住宅) is a rare example of early-20th-century villa architecture, so hidden that many locals don’t even know it exists. The home, built in 1919 for the family of a local statesman, is well preserved and open to the public daily (except for Mondays). There’s a small admission fee (¥100).

6 A Winding Slope

Daikanyama sits high (‘yama’ means mountain or hill). To reach Naka-Meguro, follow Mekiri-zaka (目切坂) – a curving slope lined with stone walls.

7 Riverside Promenade

Two more blocks takes you to the Meguro River, where you can continue your stroll alongside the leafy canal flanked with fashionable boutiques.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Shibuya Crossing

Japan’s busiest intersection is a ‘scramble crossing’ where everyone crosses at once. It’s a mesmerising sight, especially when seen from above. If the intersection looks familiar, maybe that’s because it’s appeared in numerous films, including Lost in Translation, The Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift and Your Name.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Come during the day to get aerial snaps from a nearby rooftop, or on a Friday or Saturday night when you’ll find the whole scene turned up to 11.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more info on admission to Mag8.



Japan’s Busiest Intersection

Shibuya Crossing is one of Tokyo’s most recognisable sights, a starburst nexus of people flowing in all directions, yet still managing to dodge each other with a practised nonchalance. Then, in the time that it takes for the light to go from red to green again, all corners have replenished their stock of people – like a video on loop.

Just how busy is it? As many as 3000 people have been recorded crossing at once, but it’s probably closer to several hundred on average. On a typical weekday, an estimated 260,000 people use the crossing. The number is higher on weekends and holidays; on the busiest days, upwards of 500,000 people may cross. Shibuya Crossing is in front Shibuya Station, one of the world’s busiest train stations (serving an estimated three million passengers a day), which accounts for most of the people. In fact, when going to Shibuya, it can be hard to avoid the crossing; for most locals, the busy intersection is just a fact of life.

Views of the Crossing

The intersection is busy vehicle-wise too, and the light only gives you just enough time to cross. Don’t hold up traffic trying to get photos; instead head to a nearby structure for the sought-after aerial view. Magnet by 109, a narrow, seven-storey mall across the street, has a well-positioned roof deck that’s designed for photos. Admission to the space, called Mag8, is ¥1500 and includes one drink. There are some casual tables and chairs for lounging, so you can put your feet up here, too.

One corner over – and adjacent to pedestrian street Shibuya Center-gai – is the Q-Front Building. It was undergoing renovations at the time of research, but has been another viewpoint in the past, and likely will be again. Meanwhile, Shibuya Sky, the observatory atop the neighbourhood’s tallest building, has views from way up high. Inside Shibuya Station, look for (free) views of the crossing from the elevated passage across from the Tarō Okamoto mural.
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QUICK BREAK

Magnet by 109 has a food court on the 7th floor, just below Mag8; while closed for renovations at the time of research, it’s usually full of cheap and trendy food counters.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Yebisu Garden Place

This mixed-use complex, on the site of the original Yebisu beer brewery, has two worthwhile attractions: Yebisu Brewery Tokyo, a new brewery and taproom, and Tokyo Photographic Arts Museum, one of only a few museums in the world with a focus on photography. There’s also an attractive central plaza, which regularly holds markets and arts events.

map Google map




QUICK BREAK

Yebisu Garden Place has cafes, restaurants and bars, plus Tokyo’s only Blue Seal, a beloved Okinawa ice-cream brand. A few options with terrace seating are around the plaza.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for info on events at Yebisu Garden Place.



Yebisu Brewery Tokyo

Yebisu, now a popular premium label under Suntory, is one of Japan’s oldest beers. It was first brewed here in a red-brick factory in the 1890s, giving the neighbourhood its name: Ebisu is a modern spelling of Yebisu. While the original factory closed in the 1980s (making way for Yebisu Garden Place), beer-making returned to Ebisu in 2024 with the opening of Yebisu Brewery Tokyo.

The craft-sized facility produces Yebisu Infinity, a new ‘prototype’ beer for the label, which you can try alongside other Yebisu brews, including limited edition and seasonal beers, at the in-house taproom. Free, 20-minute tours feature vintage footage from Yebisu history (no booking required). Meanwhile the gift store has branded merchandise you can only get here.

Tokyo Photographic Arts Museum

Tokyo Photographic Arts Museum, also called TOP Museum, is a local cultural institution and another Ebisu highlight. The museum stages a dozen or so shows a year across three gallery spaces; each is charged separately, so you only have to pay for what you want to see. This makes it easy to drop in for an exhibit, which might be a retrospective of a major artist or a survey of up-and-coming ones.


In February the museum puts on the Yebisu International Festival for Art & Alternative Visions, which includes film screenings in the basement cinema. There’s a branch of the excellent art bookshop Nadiff here, too.
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The Central Plaza

Part of what gives Ebisu its chic image is the large covered plaza (pictured) at the centre of Yebisu Garden Place, where events happen most weekends. These include the organic farmers market, Yebisu Marché, held on the second and fourth Sundays of the month, and seasonal events such as a Christmas market. Live music events are held a few times a year as well. From early November to the New Year, there are dazzling winter illuminations here in the evenings, considered among the best in the city.


CRAVING MORE YEBISU?

After the brewery taproom closes (at 6pm, or 7pm on weekdays), carry on at Yebisu Bar Stand at the entrance to Yebisu Garden Place.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Shibuya Sky

The best views in Shibuya come from the open-air observatory atop 46-storey Shibuya Scramble Square. On a clear day, you can see as far as Mt Fuji. After dark, the attraction is Tokyo’s dazzling night scape, which features lights all the way to the horizon.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Shibuya Sky is open daily 10am to 10.30pm; however, rain, wind, extreme heat or any number of weather conditions can cause the roof deck to close with little notice.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information on visiting Shibuya Sky.



What to See

Shibuya Sky has both indoor and outdoor observation decks, but it’s the latter – open-air and on the roof – that is the clear highlight. The transparent barriers all but disappear in photos, and there are other cool design elements (like hammocks built into the deck). Landmarks to look for include Shibuya Crossing, Tokyo Tower and Tokyo Skytree. Use the giant compass to guide you (Mt Fuji is due west) and follow the white stripes to the corners for the best photo ops.

The roof deck is also a popular sunset destination, with people gathering early for the best spots. Note that you can’t bring much up onto the roof; phones and cameras are OK, while almost everything else has to go in a locker (free with ¥100 deposit).

Shibuya Sky after Dark

Between April and November, part of the roof becomes The Roof, a limited-time bar open from late afternoon; reserve ahead for one of the limited seats.

Additional evening events, which in the past have included DJ nights and star-gazing parties, are held on occasion, while nightly light shows take place on the hour and half-hour from 7pm. Last admission is at 9.20pm.
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1Top Experiences

 Shibuya CrossingD3

 Shibuya SkyD4




1Experiences

1Karaoke RainbowD2

2Karaoke-kanC3

3Nonbei-yokochōD3

5Shibuya-yokochōD3

6Shibuya ParcoC2

7Hachikō StatueD4

8Tokyu Food Show EdgeD4

10WombA4

11Mikkeller TokyoB3

14Shibuya Scramble SquareD4

15Rayard Miyashita ParkD2

16Myth of TomorrowD4

17Fukutoshin Shibuya StationD3




5Eating

18VironB3

19CamelbackA1

22Jikasei MenshoC2

23Magic SpiceA4

24OutF3

25PignonA1

26Ash (æ)C1




6Drinking

31SG ClubC1
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33Cé La Vi Club LoungeC4

34DJ Bar BridgeD3
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36Ruby RoomB3
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42d47 design travel storeE4
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45Shibuya Publishing & BooksellersA1

46Tower RecordsD2

47Flash Disc RanchA4
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41Hollywood Ranch MarketB1

44Tsutaya Books DaikanyamaA1

48Bonjour RecordsB1









EXPERIENCES

Sing Your Heart Out at Karaoke Pop Culture

Trends come and go but karaoke (pronounced kah-rah-ohkay) has been a staple of Tokyo nightlife for decades. More than just a place to sing, karaoke is an excuse to let loose, a bonding ritual, a reason to keep the party going past the last train and a way to kill time until the first one starts in the morning. Most parlours open 11am to 5am.

Shibuya has several, with floors and floors of private, sound-proofed rooms of varying size; you can go as a couple, as a group, as a family and even by yourself. Currently the trendiest spot is Karaoke Rainbow map Google map, inside the Modi building, but you can’t go wrong with any of the major chains like Big Echo, Karaoke-kan map Google map and Uta Hiroba. All have extensive song lists and competitive prices.

Wherever you go, check in at the lobby when you arrive to book a room; many places offer all-you-can-drink packages as well.

Go Thrifting in Shimo-Kitazawa Shopping

Shimo-Kitazawa is a five-minute train ride from Shibuya Station (on the Keiō Inokashira Line) but offers a totally different vibe. This low-rise residential district has tangled, narrow lanes – many too narrow for cars – and a creative ethos, reflected in the preponderance of small, independent shops and restaurants, fringe theatres and indie live music houses here.

‘Shimokita’ – as it’s known to locals – is also one of the best places in the city for thrifting. There are dozens of shops within walking distance of the train station; all small but highly curated – styled more like boutiques than charity shops – with fair prices for generally good-quality items. The neighbourhood is also good for used vinyl – check out Flash Disc Ranch. Warning: it’s easy to lose hours here, wandering from one store to the next. The neighbourhood also gets a late start; most shops don’t open before noon.


DINING & DRINKING ALLEYS

Looking for a local experience? Head to a yokochō – a dining and drinking alley where you can choose from a variety of small restaurants and bars.

Nonbei-yokochō

map Google map

Shibuya’s signature, shabby-chic drinking strip, next to the elevated JR tracks. Note that most bars charge a small cover, and opening hours vary.

Ebisu-yokochō

map Google map

This ‘neo-yokocho’ – a contemporary version of a retro dining alley – is routinely packed with locals. Open from 5pm until late; come early to get a seat.

Shibuya-yokochō

map Google map

From the same team as Ebisu-yokochō, with terrace seating and restaurants featuring specialities from all over Japan. This one opens from 11am to 5am.



Hang Out at Shibuya ParcoShopping



Not quite a department store, not quite a mall, Shibuya Parco map Google map has been a Shibuya fashion institution for decades. It underwent a multi-year renovation project, completed in 2019, in a bid to reassert its relevance. And, honestly? It’s pretty great. You can browse the curated selection of high-end labels and up-and-coming ones, or shop for Nintendo and Pokémon merch on the ‘Cyberspace Shibuya’ floor.

But it’s not just retail. Parco has a ton of other stuff, including an arthouse cinema, Cine Quinto, and an exhibition space for pop artists and young creators, Parco Museum Tokyo. There’s also a rooftop terrace with a cafe-bar, Commune, that’s perfect for sundown drinks; in the basement food court, you’ll find trendy casual restaurants, like Jikasei Mensho.


THE STORY OF HACHIKō

Hachikō (ハチ公) is the name of the small dog statue map Google map in front of Shibuya Station. It honours a real-life dog with a famous story that is still well-known today. The original Hachikō, an Akita breed, would meet his owner, a local professor, on his way home from work at Shibuya Station. Even after the professor died, the dog continued to visit the station every evening until his own death – 10 years later. The media ran the story and the nation fell in love with the loyal and steadfast Hachikō, earning him a statue in the station’s front plaza.



Head Underground for Gourmet Food at Tokyu Food Show EdgeDining



In the basement levels of Shibuya Scramble Square – the mall below Shibuya Sky – is one of Tokyo’s best depachika (basement gourmet food hall), Tokyu Food Show Edge map Google map. It’s two floors of deliciousness, including deli counters and sweet treats aplenty. On the upper floor is where you’ll find all the gorgeous cakes and pastries, plus sweets – including wagashi, traditional Japanese sweets – packaged prettily as gifts. The lower level is for bentō, sushi sets and salads, which you can eat at the casual counter area in the centre. There are also a few small, sit-in places for simple but high-quality meals.

Stroll the Meguro RiverOutdoors



The Meguro River map Google map (Meguro-gawa) runs through several fashionable residential neighbourhoods before reaching Tokyo Bay. Along the section between Naka-Meguro and Meguro, the banks are lined with cherry trees and, in spring, people gather on the paved promenades under the boughs for hanami (cherry blossom viewing) parties.

At Naka-Meguro, the river narrows to something more like a canal and the flowering trees form a tunnel of pink; it’s one of the more poetic (and photogenic) blossom-viewing spots in the city, though it gets very crowded. This stretch is also lined with fashionable cafes and boutiques, making it a popular destination year-round.

Use Naka-Meguro Station, via the Hibiya Line from Ebisu or the Tōkyu Tōyoko Line from Shibuya. You can also walk here from Daikanyama or (uphill) from Ebisu.

Have a Night Out in Dōgenzakanightlife

In Tokyo, hills are more likely to have names than streets, and Dōgenzaka (‘Dōgen Hill’) is one of them. It’s named for a 13th-century highway robber, which is beside the point but interesting nevertheless; today, most people know Dōgenzaka as the section of Shibuya with the highest concentration of nightclubs, live houses (club-like spaces for live music) and bars. In other words, the perfect place for a big night out.

Womb, Shibuya’s most famous club, is here, as is trendy craft beer bar, Mikkeller Tokyo . To find these (and others), you’ll have to navigate Dōgenzaka’s winding, unmarked streets. Note that this area is notorious for public drunkenness, particularly as the night goes on; most locals (especially women) probably wouldn’t want to walk alone here.

While bars fill up any day of the week, clubs are best on Friday and Saturday nights, and don’t usually pick up until after midnight.

Go Bar-Hopping in Ebisunightlife

Ebisu is often positioned as ‘Shibuya for grown-ups’, which is reductive, but not entirely wrong: the neighbourhood is known as a fashionable place for working professionals to spend their hard-earned yen. There are several side streets full of small, owner-run bars, izakaya (pub-eateries) and restaurants.

You may have got your start at the taproom at Yebisu Brewery Tokyo, but there are plenty more places to quaff Ebisu, including Yebisu Bar Stand near the entrance to Yebisu Garden Place. The neighbourhood is also known for ‘standing bars’; these have counters or small tables but no chairs (there may be some stools, but nothing to get too cosy on). These are among the neighbourhood’s cheaper options, and are fun for bar-hopping; one to try is Tap & Tumbler map Google map, a sci-fi craft beer station where you buy by the ounce and serve yourself from the wall of taps. There’s a good selection of Japanese brews and it’s just near JR Ebisu Station.

There are also stylish cocktail bars, such as Bar Trench, which is so popular it’s spawned several additional spaces nearby (Trench Annex, Tram and Triad).


SHIBUYA’S BEST MALLS

Don’t miss Shibuya’s malls. The shops represent current Tokyo fashion trends and there are great dining options, too (plus free wi-fi and nice toilets).

Shibuya Scramble Square

map Google map

The mall at the base of Shibuya Sky has small outposts of some of the area’s best shops, including Hands, Tsutaya Books and Bonjour Records, plus Tokyu Food Show Edge in the basement.

Rayard Miyashita Park

map Google map

Complete with a rooftop skatepark, this low-rise mall is good for outdoor apparel, sportswear and only-in-Tokyo goods at the Shibuya Souvenir Store. Shibuya-yokochō is here, too.



Visit Shibuya Station for the Art & ArchitecturePublic Art

Many of Tokyo’s major train stations have interesting public artworks, but Shibuya Station has a mural worth seeking out. Myth of Tomorrow map Google map, created in 1967 by Japanese artist Tarō Okamoto, depicts (in abstraction) the atomic bomb exploding over Hiroshima. There’s an interesting story here, too: the haunting, 30m-long work was commissioned by a Mexican luxury hotel but went missing two years later; it finally turned up in 2003 and, in 2008, was installed – of all places – on a corridor inside Shibuya Station. Look for it on the elevated passage leading to/from the Keiō Inokashira Line (the train that goes to Shimo-Kitazawa).

Fans of architecture, meanwhile, should check out the subway stop map Google map for the Fukutoshin Line, several stories below Shibuya Station. Designed by Tadao Ando, it resembles a concrete spaceship – or the fossil of an earlier civilisation.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

¥ Budget ¥¥ Midrange ¥¥¥ Top End
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Eating

Sandwiches & Cafe Bites

Viron; ¥

map Google map

Shibuya’s best French bakery with authentic sandwiches, croissants and pastries, using flour imported from France. Take away (or eat in the brasserie upstairs). 9am-5pm

Camelback; ¥

map Google map

Hipster takeaway counter serving lattes paired with small sandwiches; their signature is the omelette sandwich, perfect for breakfast (drink order required). 8am-6pm

Huit; ¥

map Google map

Naka-Meguro brasserie serving (small) pizzas, pastas and salads, plus pastries, coffee, wine and beer. Next to the river, with a DIY/treehouse aesthetic. noon-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Ramen & Soup Curry

Afuri; ¥

map Google map

Noodle counter famous for its yuzu-shio ramen, featuring a light, salty broth flavoured with yuzu, a type of citrus. The Ebisu shop is the original, but there are now branches in Naka-Meguro and Roppongi Hills, too. 11am-5am

Jikasei Mensho; ¥

map Google map

Excellent vegan tantanmen (Sichuan-style spicy noodles), with broth thickened with sesame paste (instead of collagen from animal bones); in the basement of Parco. 11.30am-9.30pm

Magic Spice; ¥

map Google map

Cult-favourite Shimo-Kitazawa spot for ‘soup curry’, a popular dish from Sapporo. It’s very colourful (you’ll see what we mean!). 11.30am-3pm & 5.30-10.30pm Mon, Thu & Fri, 11.30am-10.30pm Sat & Sun

Vibe-y Bistros

Out; ¥¥

map Google map

Handmade pasta dusted with freshly grated truffle and paired with complex reds and Led Zeppelin on vinyl. This and only this, on a side street off Aoyama-dōri; reservations recommended. 5-9pm

Pignon; ¥¥

map Google map

Popular local hangout, featuring French-meets-wherever dishes – influenced by chef-owner Yoshikawa Rimpei’s global travels – made with organic ingredients from small producers. 6.30-10.30pm Mon-Sat

Coffee & Ice Cream

Ash (æ) ¥

map Google map

Pioneering zero-waste cafe serving perfectly made lattes, coffee cocktails and sweet treats. noon-midnight

Blue Seal; ¥

map Google map

One of Okinawa’s most celebrated local brands, Blue Seal has unique flavours like ‘blue wave’, made with lemon-lime soda ice cream flecked with pineapple chunks. 11am-10pm

Ouca; ¥

map Google map

Ebisu ice-cream counter for Japanese flavours like kurogoma (black sesame) and beni imo (purple sweet potato). 11am-11pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Craft Beer & Sake

Mikkeller Tokyo

map Google map

Experimental beers from pioneering Danish ‘gypsy brewer’ Mikkel Borg Bjergsø. In Dōgenzaka; it’s hard to find, but worth it. 4pm-midnight Mon-Thu, to 1.30am Fri, 2pm-1.30am Sat, to midnight Sun

Another 8

map Google map

Japanese craft beer and small-batch sake, in a renovated garage in Meguro. Cool crowd and minimalist interior. 5pm-midnight Mon-Fri, from 3pm Sat, from noon Sun

Urara

map Google map

This backyard-style beer garden serves organic draft beer from Karuizawa and amazake, a sweet, non-alcoholic fermented rice beverage, made in-house. noon to 6pm, closed Tue & rainy days

Creative Cocktails

SG Club

map Google map

Complex, conceptual concoctions – like the Rain & Moss Gin Fizz, flavoured with proprietary extractions – from award-winning Shingo Gokan; reservations recommended. 5pm-2am Sun-Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat

Bellwood

map Google map

Cocktails by another Tokyo legend, Atsushi Suzuki, in a space evocative of Tokyo’s early-20th-century kissa (cafe-bars); reservations recommended. 6pm-2am

Bar Trench

map Google map

Original cocktails made with botanical infusions, absinthe and bitters plus an air of old-world bohemianism in Ebisu. See sister bar Tram nearby if this one’s full. 6pm-2am

DJ Bars & Clubs

Womb

map Google map

Shibuya’s legendary house and techno club, where you can catch superstar DJs spinning for crowds deep in their feels (on a good night, at least). schedule varies

Cé La Vi Club Lounge

map Google map

Tokyo outpost of the famed nightspot atop the Marina Bay Sands in Singapore, with a terrace, VIP table service and a crowd that doesn’t mind the dress code. 10pm-4am Tue-Sat

DJ Bar Bridge

map Google map

Casual (and small!) spot for mixing and mingling to beats (courtesy of Shibuya scene veterans). Right by Shibuya Station, with views over the scramble crossing. 8pm-5am Mon-Sat

Oath

map Google map

Decked out in gold, mirrors and cheap glamour, Oath is a party bar from the indie sleaze era that can’t stop, won’t stop. 8pm-4am Mon-Thu, to 9am Fri & Sat

Ruby Room

map Google map

Tiny, sparkly lounge – like being inside a disco ball – with DJ and live music events, plus a long-running open mic night (every Tuesday). 7pm-2am Sun-Thu, to 4am Fri & Sat


[image: img]
Shopping

Unique Souvenirs

Mega Donki

map Google map

‘Donki’ (short for Don Quijote) is a Japanese convenience store on steroids and a Tokyo institution (while a ‘Mega Donki’ is a Donki on steroids). Has all the best Kit-Kat flavours. 24hr

Hands

map Google map

Tokyo’s most famous zakka store, with eight floors of everything you didn’t know you needed (reflexology slippers and bee-venom face masks, for example). 10am-9pm

Loft

map Google map

Stylish and affordable stationery, accessories and more. Look to the curated displays on the ground floor for souvenir suggestions. 11am-9pm

Shibuya Souvenir Store

map Google map

Limited-edition Shibuya-branded items – from coffee and confections to totes and tumblers – produced in collaboration with local artists. 11am-9pm

Fashion & Lifestyle

Hollywood Ranch Market

map Google map

American casual meets Japanese design at this boutique that helped establish Daikanyama as a fashion district. There’s an emphasis on natural and recycled materials. 11am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 8pm Sat & Sun

d47 design travel store

map Google map

The best artisan household items – everything from ceramics to brooms – from all of Japan’s 47 prefectures; inside Hikarie. 11am-8pm

Nude Trump

map Google map

Maximalist Shibuya thrift store for party kids with no budget. Near Tower Records (but tiny and hard to find). 1-9pm Mon-Sat

Books & Music

Tsutaya Books Daikanyama

map Google map

Books in English and Japanese on art, design, architecture, fashion, travel and more in a high-concept, gallery-like space. 9am-10pm

Shibuya Publishing & Booksellers

map Google map

Indie bookstore with art, food and travel magazines and small-press offerings (including some publications in English). 11am-9pm

Tower Records

map Google map

There are only a few Tower Records left in the world and this bright yellow Shibuya landmark is one of them; check out the listening stations on the ground floor. 11am-10pm

Flash Disc Ranch

map Google map

A favourite destination for crate-diggers in Shimo-Kitazawa; look for the colourful entrance (and the celebrity scribbles on the staircase). noon-8pm Thu-Mon

Bonjour Records

map Google map

Hipster hotspot in Daikanyama with indie music, zines, streetware and branded merch. 11am-7pm




Explore

Harajuku & Aoyama

Harajuku (原宿) is Tokyo’s famous fashion district, where the streets serve looks like a real-life catwalk. It’s a fun place to shop (and window-shop), show off, get inspired and just hang out; there are lots of cool cafes, and always a new restaurant or street food trend to try. The neighbourhood is bisected by a broad boulevard, Omotesandō (表参道) – what Tokyo likes to call its Champs-Élysées; with wide, tree-shaded pavements, it does have a promenade feel. The side streets, meanwhile, are a tangled maze; nicknamed ‘Ura-Hara’, this is where you’ll find smaller, edgier boutiques and unique vintage stores.

   At the opposite end of Omotesandō is Aoyama (青山), a chic residential district with more cafes and boutiques. Both neighbourhoods are busier during the day, and especially busy on weekends, while nights tend to be quiet.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-traingif]d Train

Harajuku is one stop from Shibuya on the JR Yamanote Line (and two stops from Shinjuku). The station, while small and easy to navigate, can get very crowded.

[image: icon-metrogif]m Metro

There are two useful subway stations: Meiji-jingū-mae (Chiyoda and Fukutoshin lines), which is adjacent to JR Harajuku Station, and Omotesandō (Chiyoda, Ginza and Hanzōmon lines), at the Aoyama end of the boulevard. Pay attention to which exit you need.

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walk

It’s a 15- to 20-minute walk between Harajuku, Aoyama and Shibuya.


THE BEST

SHINTŌ SHRINE Meiji-jingū

ART MUSEUM Nezu Museum

GREEN SPACE Yoyogi-kōen

CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE Omotesandō

SHOPPING STREET Takeshita-dōri





WALKING TOUR

Walk Harajuku

Harajuku rewards an early start: the earlier you can get to Meiji-jingū the more serene the experience is likely to be. This also gives you plenty of time to hit more neighbourhood highlights, which include contemporary architecture, traditional art and trendy fashion. We’ve got advice for where to eat and drink along the way, too.


START

Harajuku Station

END

Takeshita-dōri

LENGTH

2km; 1½ hours
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1 After the Main Attraction

After an early-morning visit to the Meiji-jingū, one of Tokyo’s top sights, walk through the urban forest to Sarutahiko Coffee The Bridge above JR Harajuku Station for a morning pick-me-up. The cafe opens at 8am. It’s an established Ebisu brand, known for meticulous pour-overs and espresso drinks made with single-origin beans.

2 Popular Photo Op

Back on the street, there’s no missing Tokyu Plaza Omo-Hara with its hall-of-mirrors entrance, which has become a classic spot for an ‘I’m in Harajuku’ establishing shot. bills Omotesandō is on the 7th floor, if you fancy brunch.

3 Designer Mall

Next up is another mall with a totally different look: Omotesandō Hills, designed by famous architect Tadao Ando, is discreet in minimalist concrete and glass. Need a break? Both Yasaiya Mei and Jean-Paul Hévin are here.

4 Grand Boulevard

As you continue to stroll Omotesandō, look out for more malls and shops with distinctive architecture. There’s a nice vantage point of the boulevard from the pedestrian bridge, which you can use to cross the street.

5 Landmark Toy Store

On the left, as you return towards Harajuku, is famous toy store Kiddy Land. In business since 1950, it’s part of Harajuku history, in addition to being a fun place to shop. The four-storey toy emporium has stationery, plushies and accessories featuring all your Sanrio faves (Hello Kitty, Twin Stars, Rilakkuma), plus other cute character goods. If you need a lunch break, head to the casual dumpling restaurant Harajuku Gyōza-rō, just around the corner.

6 Trend-Setting Store

Back at the main intersection, head for famous Harajuku department store Laforet, which carries both high-street brands on the upper floors and more edgy offerings on the lower ones.

7 Unexpected Art Museum

Take the back exit, which puts you right in front of Ōta Memorial Museum of Art, which specialises in ukiyo-e (traditional woodblock prints). The small museum takes about an hour to tour.

8 Famous Fashion Street

Back into the thick of things, make your way up Takeshita-dōri, Harajuku’s signature shopping street. If you prefer to start from the top, work your way through the side streets behind the museum towards Harajuku Station.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Meiji-jingū

Meiji-jingū (明治神宮; Meiji Shrine) is considered a must-see – and it rarely disappoints. This monumental Shintō shrine made of unvarnished timber is ensconced in a 69 hectare forest (bigger than Yoyogi-kōen). Popular with locals too, it’s a great place to see, and take part in, traditional Japanese culture.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

The shrine grounds (free to enter) open from dawn (the garden, cafe and kiosks from 9am); the gates close at dusk – which in winter can be as early as 4pm.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to learn more about visiting Meiji Shrine.



Shrine in an Urban Forest

The entrance to Meiji-jingū is marked by the first of three towering torii, the elegant, somewhat pi-shaped gates that indicate the entrance to sacred Shintō ground. From here, a wide gravel path winds through a dense thicket of trees, taking about 15 minutes to reach the main sanctuary, a lantern-lit hall with a dramatic, copper roof that occupies a clearing beyond the final, monumental gate.

While the whole scene appears timeless (or like something out of rural Japan), Meiji-jingū is actually a modern creation. Founded in 1920, it’s dedicated to Emperor Meiji and Empress Shōken, whose reign (1868–1912) coincided with Japan’s transformation from isolationist, feudal state to imperialist nation.

The forest is of similar vintage, created from hundreds of trees donated from all over Japan and planted by volunteers. Considered sacred and designed to flourish over generations, the forest has been left untouched ever since. For this reason, you can’t stray from the path; you can, however, enjoy the literal breath of fresh air this rare urban forest provides (and, ideally, shake off some of that urban stress).
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Secret Garden

The grounds have an oft-overlooked garden, Meiji-jingū Gyoen (明治神宮御苑), which predates the founding of the shrine. Once part of a feudal estate, and later an imperial property, it has strolling paths, benches for contemplative breaks and a pond with colourful koi and sunning turtles. A highlight is the iris garden; it’s one of the personal touches added by Emperor Meiji, who designed it to please the empress. The couple often frequented the garden, which is cited as a reason for this location having been chosen for the shrine.

Admission to the garden is ¥500, which is why it is usually uncrowded – except in June when the irises bloom. Look for the entrance midway along the gravel path.


QUICK BREAK

There’s a small cafe, Mori no Terrace, at the entrance. More options can be found at the Forest Terrace complex before the second torii (on the right).




Visiting a Shintō Shrine

Shrines are part of the Shintō tradition, but are non-exclusive. There are no prohibitions on visiting, just an imperative to be respectful; this means refraining from behaviours that might be considered disruptive (like eating, drinking, smoking or talking loudly). Photos are allowed, but not around the main hall or the kiosks, or of people praying.

There are a number of customs associated with visiting shrines; nothing is obligatory, but they can add to the experience and serve as a sign of respect. For example, right before the final torii, there’s a font, where it’s customary to rinse your hands before entering the inner sanctuary. At the main hall, you can join visitors in greeting the kami (Shintō gods) with bows, hand claps and a small offering.


EVENTS AT MEIJI-JINGū

Meiji-jingū is an active religious site with a full calendar of rites, rituals and festivals. Twice a day, at 8am and 2pm, you can see the ceremonial offering of food and prayers to the kami; check the calendar online for more events. This is also a popular place to get married; if you’re lucky, you might even encounter a traditional wedding procession in the courtyard.



Votive Tablets & Amulets

To the right of the main sanctuary, you’ll see racks of votive tablets – surrounding a magnificent camphor tree – on which messages are written. These are called ema and you can purchase them from the kiosks on the perimeter of the courtyard. Use one of the pens provided, then add yours to the chorus of prayers, wishes and notes of gratitude in multiple languages.

The kiosks also sell omamori (amulets), silken pouches holding prayers for luck or protection. These might be for success in school entrance exams, safe childbirth, a happy union or safe travel. As Meiji-jingū is popular with international tourists, the amulets are labelled in English. Note that shrine (and temple) kiosks only accept cash.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Nezu Museum

Nezu Museum (根津美術館) offers a striking blend of old and new: a renowned collection of East Asian art and antiquities in a gallery space designed by contemporary architect Kengo Kuma. Admission includes access to the museum’s vintage strolling garden, a hidden oasis that also harbours a chic cafe.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Nezu Museum uses a timed-entry system to prevent overcrowding; purchase tickets online in advance. The museum is closed on Mondays and between exhibitions.

[image: barcode]

Scan this code to find out what’s on at Nezu Museum.



Nezu Collection

Nezu Museum houses the private collection of entrepreneur and art connoisseur Nezu Kaichirō (1860–1940). Only a small part of the collection – which includes pre-modern paintings, sculpture, lacquerware and ceramics from Japan, China and Korea – is displayed at a time, in themed exhibitions that can be visited in a couple of hours. Shows may look at an artist, an art form or seasonal motifs, while detailed curation notes in English add context.

Architecture & Gardens

Located in a quiet, residential pocket of Aoyama, Nezu Museum first opened 1941; the current building – with its bamboo hedgerow and dramatic pitched roof – dates to the ’00s. It’s the work of Kengo Kuma, the architect who did the stadium for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics along with many other landmark buildings in Tokyo.

The garden, meanwhile, dates to the days of the original Nezu estate. Inspired by the aesthetics of the tea ceremony, it features flowing streams, rustic teahouses and antique stone lanterns. To extend the experience, head to the glass-walled Nezu Cafe – also designed by Kuma – for tea, coffee or lunch paired with garden views. Last order at the cafe is 4pm.
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EXPERIENCES

Join the Fun at Yoyogi-kōenPark



If it’s a sunny and warm weekend afternoon, you can count on there being a crowd lazing around the large grassy expanse that is Yoyogi-kōen map Google map (代々木公園), Tokyo’s most popular public park. It might be a bit tatty compared to the city’s more manicured gardens (and overrun with crows), but that’s only because it gets so much use. This is where locals come to jog, walk their dogs and teach their kids how to ride bikes. It’s an excellent place for a picnic and probably the only place in the city where you can reasonably toss a Frisbee without fear of hitting someone.

Across the road (use the overpass), there’s a concrete plaza where events are held most weekends, especially during the warmer months. These include festivals celebrating the cultures and cuisines of Tokyo’s foreign communities. Whatever’s on, you can count on there being yatai (food stalls) and crowds of revellers.

Spot the Works of Famous Architects on OmotesandōArt & Architecture

The last two decades have seen Omotesandō map Google map, the boulevard connecting Harajuku and Aoyama, transformed by re-development. Today it’s become a top destination for contemporary architecture, since many of the designer boutiques were designed by famous Japanese architects. There are buildings by SANAA (Dior), Toyo Ito (Tod’s) and Jun Aoki (Louis Vuitton), all big names in the design world. Each building has a signature look, achieved with innovative materials and structural design, which gives you a feel for the architect’s style. If you continue into Aoyama, you can see more interesting buildings, such as Herzog & de Meuron’s iconic design for Prada map Google map.

See Harajuku Style History on Takeshita-dōriFashion



Takeshita-dōri map Google map (竹下通り) is best known as the locus of the goth and Lolita scenes that flourished in the early 2000s. But it’s no one-hit-wonder: for half a century, this meandering lane – lined with small boutiques and free of car traffic – has been a beacon of creative style. Other looks incubated here include the rainbow-bright, super-kawaii (cute) ‘decora’ style that ruled Harajuku in the 1990s.

While nowadays most fashion scenes are online, Takeshita-dōri remains a pilgrimage site for teens from all over Japan, and it can get absolutely jammed in the afternoons. Remnants of fashion trends past can be found here and there, alongside more contemporary shops. Still committed to being extra, it’s an especially good place to shop for fun accessories (like animal-shaped backpacks) and colourful basics like socks and tights.

As much a place to hang out as shop, in the past decade it’s become the place to sample the latest trends in sweets and street food.


TAKESHITA-DōRI STREET FOOD

Takeshita-dōri is one of the few places in Tokyo with a thriving street food scene, and the specialities are as sweet as they come.

Marion Crêpes

map Google map

Crêpes stuffed with whipped cream and sliced fruit are classic Harajuku – and Marion Crêpes is the classic place to get them. 10.30am-8pm, from 10am Sat & Sun

Totti Candy Factory

map Google map

Totti’s magnificent (and photogenic) rainbow cotton-candy swirls are part of the new wave of Takeshita-dōri street sweets. 10am-7pm Mon-Fri, 9.30am-8pm Sat & Sun

Strawberry Fetish

map Google map

Might tanghulu – skewers of glossy, sugar-glazed fruit, a sweet treat from China – be next? New entry Strawberry Fetish is betting on it. 10am-8pm Mon-Fri, from 9.30am Sat & Sun



Hang Out at the Farmers Market @UNU Markets

map Google map

Farmers markets can be a great way to get to know a city and Tokyo is no exception. One of the city’s best, and longest-running, takes place in the plaza that fronts the United Nations University (UNU) campus on Aoyama-dōri. As well as stalls selling organic vegetables, jams, honey and baked goods, this is also where you’ll find some of Tokyo’s best food trucks and food-related events, which contribute a festival-like atmosphere to the whole scene.

The Farmers Market @UNU is held on weekends from 10am to 4pm. Come for the great vibes and stay for the chance to chat with vendors and learn more about Japan’s local food culture.

Detour to the Ōta Memorial Museum of ArtArt & Architecture



Ōta Memorial Museum of Art map Google map (太田記念美術館) is among the best places in the city to see ukiyo-e, a style of woodblock printing popularised in the Edo period (1603–1868). Prints often depict scenes from the era – its courtesans, kabuki actors and cherry blossom parties – and always in vivid colour. About 100 works from the museum’s extensive collection are displayed at a time in thematic, often seasonal, exhibitions.

Cool and dark, save for the spotlights on the works, the museum is a welcome respite from busy Harajuku. Upon entering, you’re required to swap your street shoes for slippers, like at a traditional inn. Note that the museum is closed on Mondays and on the last few days of the month (between exhibitions).

Scout New Looks in Ura-HaraFashion

Want to dig deeper in the Harajuku fashion scene? After you’ve strolled Takeshita-dōri, continue on to ‘Ura-Hara’ – the nickname for the warren of unnamed backstreets behind Omotesandō. This is where you’ll find the upstart brands and secondhand stores from which Harajuku’s current generation of trendsetters cobble together their head-turning looks.

One place to set your sights on is 6% Doki Doki, which has kawaii accessories and an easy-to-spot, bubble-gum-pink building. On the opposite side of Omotesandō, check out Cat Street map Google map, another pedestrianised street that’s lined with shops; it has a mix of big brands, small boutiques and recycle shops, including RagTag.


Harajuku Past & Present

Until the 20th century, Harajuku was little more than a village. Meiji-jingū changed that, but so did WWII. During the US occupation that followed, something like an American suburb for servicemen and their families went up in what is now Yoyogi-kōen – an exotic sight but one closed to ordinary Japanese. Then in the 1970s, when part of Omotesandō was still closed to car traffic on Sundays, came a new twist: Tokyo youth began spontaneously gathering to dance in the street, many dressed in flamboyant outfits purchased on Takeshita-dōri – setting in motion the neighbourhood’s transformation into a trend-setting fashion centre – a reputation that lasts to this day.



Clean Up at Shimizu-yu BathhouseLocal Culture



Curious to dip your toe into Japanese bathing culture? Consider visiting a neighbourhood sentō (public bathhouse). Once a staple of Tokyo life, though less common today, these have big, communal tubs for deep, long (and hot!) soaks. Shimizu-yu map Google map (清水湯) is a popular sentō in Aoyama with a crisp, modern look and a variety of amenities, including rain showers, jet baths and two saunas. The ‘sauna course with rental towels’ (¥1200) includes access to everything plus essentials like soap and shampoo.


As for Japanese bathing culture, the most important thing to know is that you need to clean up at the showers before getting into the soaking tubs. Shimizu-yu is open from noon until midnight (until 11pm on weekends) and closed on Fridays. Unfortunately, visitors with tattoos are not allowed entry.


GOLDEN GINKGOS

Tokyo’s official tree is the ginkgo, called ichō in Japanese – once you realise this you’ll see the motif of the fan-shaped leaves everywhere. For a couple of weeks around late November and early December, the trees turn a dazzling shade of yellow and carpet the pavements in gold when the leaves fall. The most famous display is along the aptly named Ginkgo Avenue map Google map (いちょう並木; Ichō-namiki;) in Aoyama, near the Gaienmae subway stop. Another good local spot is along the western edge of Yoyogi-kōen, near the Yoyogi-kōen subway station.



Have Tea in a Flower ShopTea & Coffee

Fashionable Aoyama has not one but two flower shops with tea salons attached. At Aoyama Flower Market Green House map Google map, foliage drips from the ceiling and down the walls, while flower beds run under the glass-top tables, all of which are topped with vases holding fragrant, fresh-cut blooms. Menu highlights include teas made with fresh herbs, dried flowers and natural aromatics, served by the pot, plus one of the prettiest parfaits in Tokyo. It’s very popular, so you may have to queue.

There’s also Nomu map Google map, produced by Danish flower artist Nicolai Bergmann. His signature flower boxes, which are popular gifts in Tokyo, are on display in the shop area, along with bouquets in bold shades. The adjoining salon is bright and spacious, with seasonal flower art decorating the walls. The menu includes a selection of loose leaf teas from Danish purveyor AC Perchs, plus cakes, smoothies and wine by the glass.

Check Out What’s Happening at Design FestaArt & Architecture

Design Festa map Google map has long been a champion of Tokyo’s DIY art scene and its maze-like building is a Harajuku landmark. The building is a work of art in its own right, and is always changing. Inside there are dozens of small galleries rented by the day. More often than not, the artists themselves are hanging around, too. Pair a visit with a meal at okonomiyaki (savoury pancakes) restaurant Sakura-tei map Google map, which is part of the complex. Here you can grill your own okonomiyaki, and there are options for vegetarians and kids.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

¥ Budget ¥¥ Midrange ¥¥¥ Top End
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Eating

Japanese Comfort Food

Harajuku Gyōza-rō; ¥

map Google map

Long-running favourite for all-day plates of gyōza (dumplings), served yaki (fried) or sui (boiled). There’s oftvegeen a queue but service moves quickly. 11.30am-10pm

Maisen; ¥

map Google map

Famed both for its tonkatsu (breaded, deep-fried pork cutlets) and its setting (an old public bathhouse). If you can’t get a seat, the takeaway window sells delicious tonkatsu sandwiches. 11am-9pm

Kyūsyū Jangara; ¥

map Google map

Come sample the thin noodles, tender chāshū (roast pork) and rich broth for which Kyūshū-style ramen is famous. There’s a decent vegan version, too. 10am-10pm

Pancakes & Crêpes

Micasadeco & Cafe; ¥¥

map Google map

One of the most popular places to try super-fluffy soufflé pancakes, one of the most popular things to eat in Harajuku. It’s small, so expect to queue. 11am-5pm Mon-Fri, to 6pm Sat & Sun

Breizh Café Crêperie; ¥¥

map Google map

If Takeshita-dōri’s cream-filled crêpes had you craving authentic, French galettes, you’re in luck because Harajuku has those, too. Made with buckwheat, they’re naturally gluten-free. 11am-10pm Mon-Fri, 9am-9.30pm Sat & Sun

World Breakfast Allday; ¥¥

map Google map

All-day breakfast sets inspired by the US, UK, Taiwan or a fourth option that changes every two months – they’ve done 50 countries so far! 7.30am-8pm

bills Omotesandō; ¥¥

map Google map

Try the ricotta hotcakes (with fresh banana and honeycomb butter) at this beachy Australian import that started the trend for all-day pancakes in Harajuku. 8.30am-10pm

Organic & Macrobiotic

Mominoki House; ¥¥

map Google map

This historic macrobiotic restaurant has some famous fans (like Sir Paul McCartney). Menu highlights include the vegan sushi made with brown rice (served only at dinner). 11am-2.30pm & 5-10pm Mon-Sat, to 9pm Sun

Yasaiya Mei; ¥¥

map Google map

Farm-fresh organic vegetables presented in myriad ways, including crudités styled like a bouquet; note that not all meal sets are vegetarian. Inside Omotesandō Hills. 11am-4pm & 5-11pm


Tokyo Juice; ¥

map Google map

Made-to-order raw juices (in cute, collectible bottles) plus protein smoothies, breakfast bowls and vegan brownies. There’s a branch now at Azabudai Hills, too. 8.30am-6pm Mon-Sat, from 9.30am Sun

Natural House; ¥

map Google map

Big branch of popular national health-food chain on Aoyama-dōri, with a fresh juice counter, vegetarian bentō (boxed meals), organic fruit, gluten-free bread and healthy-ish snacks. 9.30am-9pm Mon-Sat, to 8.30pm Sun

Sweet Treats

Muun Seoul Café; ¥

map Google map

The place to get Korean-style chunky macarons in pretty pastel shades, paired with equally dreamy beverages like strawberry milk or mixed berry soda. noon-7pm

Initial; ¥

map Google map

Decadent parfaits in sculptural arrangements, created with seasonal fruit and rich soft-serve made from Hokkaidō cream; gelato and fruit sandwiches, too. noon-9pm Mon-Fri, from 11am Sat & Sun

Higashiya Man; ¥

map Google map

Mid-shop Aoyama pit-stop for fresh-steamed manjū (buns stuffed with sweet red bean paste), plus traditional Japanese sweets packaged as gifts. Counter service only. 11am-7pm

Jean-Paul Hévin; ¥

map Google map

Sip rich, gourmet hot chocolate on the ground floor of stylish mall Omotesandō Hills while looking dreamily out the window (or into space). 11am-8pm
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Drinking

Cocktails & Mocktails

Two Rooms

map Google map

Martinis, mojitos, mocktails and smoothies, plus sweeping views over Harajuku – if you can score a seat on the terrace. Also good for a boozy brunch. 11.30am-2am Mon-Fri, 11am-2am Sat, 11am-10pm Sun

Wall

map Google map

Chic, secret (but not really) Aoyama spot for cocktails (or tea) with a vertical garden. It’s in the building with the Facetasm boutique, behind an unmarked door. 11.30am-midnight Mon-Fri, from 1pm Sat & Sun

PR Bar

map Google map

Vintage bar vibes, classic cocktails (like negronis and grasshoppers) and a deep collection of spirits, including lots of Japanese gin. 7pm-2am Mon-Sat

Coffee & Tea

Sakurai Japanese Tea Experience

map Google map

Chic contemporary salon serving tea sets paired with traditional sweets by day and, after 7pm, original cocktails made with tea. Reservations recommended. 11am-11pm

Roastery by Nozy

map Google map

Espresso drinks made from beans carefully sourced and roasted in-house, right on Cat St. Another reason to stop by: the espresso-flavoured soft-serve. 10am-10pm
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Shopping

Local Landmarks

Laforet

map Google map

Iconic Harajuku department store carrying trendy high-street fashions, up-and-coming Japanese brands and goth looks (the latter in the basement, naturally). 11am-8pm

Beams Harajuku

map Google map

Long-running, trend-setting Meiji-dōri menswear boutique; it’s now a national chain, but this is the original. Nearby, look for spin-off shops for womenswear, graphic T-shirts and more. 11am-8pm

Unique Boutiques

Reality Lab Issey Miyake

map Google map

The latest, innovative creations from legendary Japanese fashion house Issey Miyake, in a futuristic space designed by artist and designer Tokujin Yoshioka. 11am-8pm

6% Doki Doki

map Google map

Acid-bright fashion and accessories that are part raver, part schoolgirl and, according to the shop’s name, ‘6% exciting’ (and 100% Harajuku). 1-7pm Thu & Fri, from noon Sat & Sun

Comme des Garçons Trading Museum

map Google map

Concept shop from Comme des Garçons designer Rei Kawakubo, with hand-picked under-the-radar labels and cool displays of vintage CdG. At Gyre. 11am-8pm

Sou-Sou

map Google map

Clothes and accessories that riff on traditional styles, including jikatabi – the rubber-soled, split-toed shoes worn by construction workers in Japan – in colourful prints. 11am-8pm

Secondhand & Resell

RagTag

map Google map

Big (by Tokyo standards) consignment shop stocked with labels Harajuku shoppers love, like Comme des Garçons and Vivienne Westwood. On Cat St. 11am-8pm

Closet Child

map Google map

The best resell shop for goth and loli styles, including gently used pieces from Emily Temple Cute, Milk and more. On Takeshita-dōri. 4-7pm Mon-Wed, Fri & Sat

Chicago

map Google map

Basement vintage shop with racks of inexpensive, secondhand kimonos, yukata (light cotton robes), obi (sashes) and more. Head to the back of the shop. 10am-8pm

Traditional Crafts & Souvenirs

Musubi

map Google map

Impressively versatile (and environmentally friendly), furoshiki are traditional cloths that can be folded and knotted to form shopping bags, wrap gifts and more. Find them here in classic and contemporary designs. 11am-7pm Thu-Tue

Oriental Bazaar

map Google map

If the name seems dated that’s because it’s among Harajuku’s oldest souvenir shops, starting out as an antiques dealer and now in a new location. 11am-6.30pm Thu-Mon




Explore

Shinjuku & West Tokyo

On one side of Shinjuku are windowed office buildings and high-rises that fill up Tokyo’s skyline; on the other are endless shopping malls, neon-lit streets and tiny bars that beckon in the evening. A bustling transport hub, the only time the streets of Shinjuku are quiet is when the trains stop running in the wee hours of the morning – though the parties continue in the karaoke bars and dance clubs in the entertainment district.

   There’s always something to do and a shop to visit in the concrete jungle of Shinjuku, but here you’ll also find spacious parks that offer a breath of fresh air. A short train ride takes you to Nakano and Kōenji, two laid-back neighbourhoods in west Tokyo with friendly bars, eclectic shops and thrift stores. Nakano also has anime merchandise stores and arcades, all centred around the collector’s mall, Nakano Broadway.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-traingif]d Train

The JR Yamanote and Chūō-Sōbu lines stop at Shinjuku, as do the Odakyu and Keiō lines. The Chūō Line stops at Nakano, and the Sōbu Line stops at Kōenji.

[image: icon-metrogif]m Metro

Shinjuku Station is served by the Marunouchi, Toei Ōedo and Toei Shinjuku lines. The Marunouchi, Fukutoshin and Toei Shinjuku lines stop at Shinjuku-sanchōme Station, which is connected to Shinjuku Station via an underpass.

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walk

Kōenji is about a 20-minute walk west from Nakano.


THE BEST

CHERRY BLOSSOMS Shinjuku-gyoen

IZAKAYA Omoide-yokochō

ANIME & MANGA Nakano Broadway

BAR-HOPPING Golden Gai

LGBTIQ+ NIGHTLIFE Shinjuku Nichōme





WALKING TOUR

Walk Shinjuku

Shinjuku is split into two distinct areas. To the west are hotels, high-rise offices and a city park; to the east is a world of night-time entertainment, shopping, and some cultural sights in between. The east side truly comes alive at night, so come in the late afternoon to catch all the sights at their best.


START

Tokyo Metropolitan Government Building

END

Isetan

LENGTH

4km; 2 hours
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1 Shinjuku from the Top

From the West Exit of Shinjuku Station the journey to the Tokyo Metropolitan Government Building can be made either above ground, or via an underpass (follow signs from the station). Completed in 1990, this is one of the city’s most recognisable buildings. On the top floor in each tower are observation decks that are free to access.

2 The City Park

A small patch of green across the road is Shinjuku Chūō Park. Well-manicured lawns and plenty of seating make this park a great place to sit and take in the Shinjuku cityscape. There are also a few cafes to sit in, or to buy a coffee to enjoy on the grass.

3 Eat Street

Double back towards Shinjuku Station, passing by the neighbourhood’s hotels and high-rises. Head north towards Omoide-yokochō, a cramped alleyway that was a postwar black market, but is now lined with izakaya (Japanese pub-eateries). Though mostly closed by day, the shops here dole out frothy beers and yakitori (grilled chicken skewers) at nightfall.

4 A Shinjuku Icon

Take the underpass beneath the train tracks and you’ll come to Cross Space Shinjuku, on top of which is a 3D billboard sometimes featuring cats and popular characters. Head north down Shinjuku Moa 2 Ave and you’ll start to see Godzilla’s head eyes aglow and peeking out from behind Toho Cinemas – the bright centre of Kabukichō.

5 Kabukichō’s Shrine

Go east from here, passing through the red-light district of Kabukichō and the small shanty bars of Golden Gai, eventually coming to Hanazono-jinja. Founded in the 17th century, the Shintō shrine is dedicated to Inari, god of agriculture and prosperity. A flea market is held here on Sundays.

6 A Sweet Break

Get onto Meiji-dōri and continue straight towards the department store Isetan. Opened in 1933, the building retains its grand classic facade. Inside are fashion-forward boutiques, high-end brands, and a variety of restaurants and cafes. In the basement is perhaps the neighbourhood’s best gourmet food hall, with beautiful chocolates and confectioneries in gleaming glass cases, plus other mouthwatering offerings.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Shinjuku-gyoen

Centred in perhaps one of Tokyo’s busiest neighbourhoods is Shinjuku-gyoen (新宿御苑), a former feudal lord’s residence turned imperial garden, before its doors opened to the public in 1951. It is now a welcome oasis for city-dwellers to stroll through its peaceful gardens and shelter under the trees.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Advance online ticket reservations with a designated entry time may be required during peak cherry blossom season (March to April). See the park website for details. Tickets can be purchased at the gate any other time of the year.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for ticketing information to Shinjuku-gyoen.



The Gardens

The park has three distinct garden styles – French formal, English landscape and Japanese traditional – and a perfect day in Shinjuku begins with a morning stroll along the winding paths where the gardens unfold. Seasonal blooms colour the park at any given time of year, but the prettiest is the cherry blossom season, when the sakura trees and the ground below are blanketed in pink petals. For the locals, this is also the time for hanami, or cherry blossom viewing parties at the park.

Landmarks of Shinjuku Gyoen

In the Japanese traditional garden is Kyū-Goryō-tei, or the Taiwan Pavilion, gifted to commemorate the wedding of then-Crown Prince Hirohito. A rare example of traditional Chinese architecture in Japan, it is also the only structure that survived WWII air raids in the decade following the time it was built. Don’t miss the orchids blooming inside the greenhouse too.

On your way out, stop by the National Parks Discovery Centre to see the cool interactive and projection-mapped displays and stunning images of national parks across the country.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Nakano Broadway

Fans of anime and manga tend to flock to the geeky neighbourhood of Akihabara, but Nakano Broadway offers a great taster for those short on time, or who want a multifaceted look into some of Tokyo’s subcultures all within a retro shopping complex.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

The closest station is Nakano Station, a four-minute train ride from Shinjuku Station on the JR Chūō Line rapid service. Many shops here tend to close on Wednesdays. Weekends get crowded.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for information about Nakano Broadway.



Comics & Collectibles

The main draw is the array of shops stocked with shelves of manga (Japanese comics) and every anime and character merchandise available – from plushies and figurines to tableware. Popular manga and collectible store Mandarake Nakano has outlets across all the upper four floors of the complex. But that’s not all – porcelain dolls, railway memorabilia, books, limited-edition items and vintage watches are just a fraction of what you’ll find here. There’s even a secondhand kimono store alongside produce and tea shops in the basement.

Fun & Games

There are two excellent arcades in the building – Adores and Namco. Adores is near the entrance and has crowd-pleasing crane games and Mario Kart, but rhythm game enthusiasts and those looking for more game varieties will enjoy Namco, tucked in a corner of the ground floor.

Don’t leave Nakano Broadway without getting the comically large, eight-layer soft serve from Daily Chiko in the basement. And if you really have a thing for Japanese snacks, fill up your shopping basket at bargain sweet store Okashi-no-Machioka, where prices are comparable to (if not cheaper than) discount store Don Quijote.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Golden Gai & Kabukichō

Tokyo’s most famous (or infamous) night life district is right here in Shinjuku. There are two main areas – Golden Gai and Kabukichō. The former is a corner of Shinjuku lined with tiny bars, and the latter is the glorious neon-lit wonderland that the neighbourhood is renowned for.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Bars in Shinjuku only start filling up from 9pm and may stay open until 5am or 6am. Trains do not run 24 hours – if you miss the last one, catch the first train the next day or take a taxi.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information.



Night Life in Kabukichō

By day, Kabukichō is just your average part of town that sometimes looks a bit quiet and sparse, but nightfall is when it truly shines – quite literally. Tokyoites come here to unwind under the neighbourhood’s neon-lit glow on Friday evenings and weekends, dropping into the area’s many izakaya (Japanese pub-eatery) and bars.

Though brightly lit, there can be a rather seedy veneer to the area that can seem daunting, but most bars here are fine. However, Kabukichō is a red-light district and it’s always a good idea to check a bar’s reviews on Google prior to going, just as an extra precaution. Touts are common in the area and are best ignored, as those bars tend to overcharge.

Karaoke is a popular evening pastime here, and all-night karaoke boxes are dotted around the area if you’re looking to do some serious singing. Evening rates typically start at ¥500 per half-hour.

The Many Faces of Golden Gai

Golden Gai, ‘gai’ meaning ‘street’ in Japanese, is a quieter area just beside Kabukichō that is known for its narrow lanes lined with dingy, atmospheric bars – hundreds of them. Bars here typically fit no more than a dozen people, and a visit to the ones on the 2nd floor typically involves a precarious climb up a cramped and creaky wooden staircase. If you love themed bars and intimate settings, you could spend the entire night here hopping from one bar to another – some covered in retro movie posters, some sleek and modern.

[image: jpg]
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Cover Charges

Bar-hopping does not come cheap, however. Some places ask for a cover charge (¥500 to ¥1500) and drinks are typically ¥700 and up. Because the selection of bars here is so diverse, your experience may also vary greatly – some bars will waive the cover charge for tourists, but some may deny entry to tourists entirely. Many bars are also cash-only, so make sure you have enough on hand.


QUICK BREAK

Complete your night out with a bowl of rich, savoury ramen at popular Ramen Nagi, located on the 2nd floor of one of the buildings in Golden Gai – look for the round lantern out front. Open 24 hours.
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 Shinjuku-gyoenF4

 Golden Gai & KabukichōE1




1Experiences

1Tokyo Metropolitan Government BuildingA2

2Omoide-yokochōC1

3Aiiro CafeF2

4Bar GoldfingerF2

5AdezakuraF2

6AiSOTOPE LoungeF2

7Eagle Tokyo BLUEF2

8Dragon MenE2

9Arty FartyE2

10IsetanE2

11Takashimaya Times SquareD3

12Lumine ESTD2

13NEWoManD3

14Books Kinokuniya TokyoD4

15Tokyu HandsD3
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EXPERIENCES

Admire the Cityscape at the Tokyo Metropolitan Government BuildingOBSERVATION DECK



At 242.9m tall, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government Building map Google map is among the tallest buildings in the city. But unlike the commercial skyscrapers where visitors have to fork out for a ticket, you can get the same sweeping views at the observatory atop the two towers here, entirely free of charge. From the south observatory (open 9.30am to 10pm) you’ll be able to spot Mt Fuji in the distance on clear days. The night views from here – which will include a beautifully lit Tokyo Skytree – are spectacular.

If you’re in Shinjuku for the evening, keep an eye on the building, which becomes a canvas for the world’s largest projection-mapped display featuring some of Tokyo’s icons and scenes from nature. The show takes place nightly from 7pm (though the schedule may change depending on the season), and different artworks are featured on weekends.

Kanpai at the IzakayaDINING



A place to stay and drink alcohol – that’s what izakaya roughly translates to. Often referred to as a Japanese bar or tavern, the izakaya is a mainstay of Japanese society. It’s where friends and colleagues come together and chat over drinks, food and the sound of clinking glasses, accompanied with shouts of ‘Kanpai!’ (cheers).

In Shinjuku, Omoide-yokochō map Google map and Kabukichō are where you’ll find the largest concentration of izakaya. Locals typically go to an izakaya after work for dinner and drinks, downing mugs of cheap beer and eating sticks of yakitori (grilled chicken skewers). If you’re looking to get buzzed for cheap, the izakaya has you covered too with their two-hour alcoholic all-you-can-drink plans available all night, called nomi-hōdai.

It’s a good idea to go early (before 7pm) as izakaya can get quite busy, and large groups may want to make a reservation. Most izakaya take a seating charge per person (between ¥500 to ¥800), and in return guests are served an appetiser, known as otoshi. When looking for an izakaya, avoid the touts at Kabukichō to prevent being overcharged. Opt for well-known chains with transparent pricing, or check reviews online beforehand.

Party in NichōmeLGBTIQ+

Shinjuku Nichōme, colloquially known as ‘Nichōme’ or ‘Nichō’, is Tokyo’s largest nightlife area specifically catered to the LGBTIQ+ community. About a 10-minute walk from Shinjuku’s Golden Gai, the area was a red-light district during Japan’s postwar years, and when sex work was outlawed in 1958, gay bars began taking over the premises that were once occupied by brothels. The exact number is up for debate, but it is believed that up to 500 bars now occupy this 300-sq-metre area.

There are a number of well-known bars here that are hotspots for locals, expats and tourists: Aiiro Cafe map Google map is one of Nichōme’s most popular, staffed by friendly, international members of the community and offering all-you-can-drink beer at happy hour for the unbeatable price of ¥1000. If you don’t know where to start in Nichōme, this is a good place to mingle with friendly locals and expats and get to know the area. For the ladies, Bar Goldfinger map Google map and Adezakura map Google map are open exclusively to women on weekends – Goldfinger also has free popcorn and karaoke. For go-go boys, drag queens, bear nights, K-pop nights and themed events, check out what’s happening on the weekends at AiSOTOPE Lounge map Google map or Eagle Tokyo BLUE map Google map. For a night of dancing, head to Dragon Men map Google map or Arty Farty map Google map. The evening typically starts to get lively after 8pm, and most of the popular clubs and bars don’t take a cover charge.

Make sure to bring enough cash with you before heading out for the evening as not all ATMs run for 24 hours. But if you’re in a pinch, look for 7-Eleven ATMs. Being able to speak a little Japanese can go a long way, even if it’s just arigatō gozaimasu (thank you) and onegaishimasu (please).


The NostalgIa of Omoide-yokochō

Omoide-yokochō presents a passage into the past. With its dim, lantern-lit alleys crammed with shops and izakaya that haven’t changed for at least half a century, it’s a rare piece of Shinjuku that has somehow evaded the city’s rapid, modern developments. Its name even sounds romantic – omoide translates to ‘memory’, harkening back to a simpler era. But before it was Omoide-yokochō, it was Lucky Street, a postwar-era black market of shops that stood back-to-back, separated only by wooden shutters. Even the ubiquity of yakitori and motsuyaki (grilled offal) shops here can be traced back to this era, when offal wasn’t rationed and could therefore be consumed in greater quantities.



Shop Fashion, Lifestyle & Latest Tech in ShinjukuSHOPPING

To say that you could spend an entire week shopping in Shinjuku and still find more is an understatement. Shinjuku is home base to several large department stores: Isetan, Odakyu, Keio, Marui and Takashimaya – and that’s not even counting the shopping malls and other stores in the area. The most fashionable (and high-end) department store is Isetan map Google map. Takashimaya Times Square map Google map carries luxury brands too, and has lots of dining options.

Fashionable youths will want to try on the latest threads from local brands at shopping mall Lumine – there are three buildings: Lumine 1, Lumine 2 and Lumine EST map Google map, all are near Shinjuku Station. The neighbourhood’s newest mall, NEWoMan map Google map, carries sophisticated, high-end fashion brands.

Beyond fashion, Books Kinokuniya Tokyo map Google map is an excellent bookstore carrying English and other foreign-language books, and lifestyle store Tokyu Hands map Google map has everything from stationery and toys to DIY tools and kitchen gadgets. Popular electronics store chain Bic Camera map Google map has its flagship store in the neighbourhood too, with all of the latest tech in store.

Go Thrift Shopping in Kōenji SHOPPING

Kōenji’s streetscape is a fascinating mix, encompassing record shops, fishmongers, barber shops, fruit stands, tattoo parlours, ramen stalls, pocket parks, artisan studios, micro-bars and live-music joints. It is also arguably Tokyo’s top spot for vintage clothing stores (pictured). For a particularly populated stretch of shops offering great finds, head down the covered Kōenji Pal Shopping Street map Google map near the station’s south exit, and Look St (the open-air section lying beyond it). For local merch, art books, plushies and even some weird and wacky items, have a look around at Village Vanguard map Google map.

Enjoy a Chill Evening in Nakano NIGHTLIFE

Laid-back Nakano has some excellent bars and bistros that make for a perfect quiet evening out with some cocktails, wine and tapas. In summer, the restaurants at Nakano Central Park map Google map have tables and grills set up outdoors and the park is a popular spot for families and groups of friends to have beers and barbecue. There are also lawns to roll picnic mats out on and sip beers in the cool night air.

Tucked behind the shopping street on Nakano Station’s north side is Juke 80s map Google map, an unpretentious bar where drinks are ¥500 and patrons can request their favourite English tunes from the 1980s. If you prefer J-pop instead, head around the corner to their sister store, J-Juke 80’s map Google map.


Get Lost in Shinjuku Station STATION EXPLORATION

map Google map

The world’s busiest station is a behemoth. It serves an average of 3.5 million people per day across 11 train lines, so navigating through the sea of people and the station’s system of corridors and underpasses is no easy feat – even for some locals. Recent station renovations have made it easier for commuters to find their way, but if you aren’t strapped for time, wandering the station’s hallways outside of rush hour can be a fun experience. Many of the buildings within Shinjuku are connected via underpasses from the station, and you could quite literally walk from one end of Shinjuku to another without needing to surface. There’s also an underground shopping arcade here: Subnade.
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LISTINGS

Best Places for...

¥ Budget ¥¥ Midrange ¥¥¥ Top End
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Eating

Light Dishes

Lou; ¥

map Google map

Portland-inspired Nakano cafe with a leafy terrace featuring coffee drinks, healthy salad bowls, scrumptious desserts, craft beers and natural wines. 8am-10pm Thu-Tue

Ochobohan; ¥¥

map Google map

Ochazuke (rice eaten with broth) restaurant inside Lumine EST shopping mall. Bowls here are topped with fresh salmon, tuna and other seafood. 11am-10pm

Tsukiji Tamasushi; ¥¥

map Google map

Comfortable midrange sushi restaurant inside Takashimaya Times Square. Set meals with assorted sushi are great value for money; à la carte orders available too. 11am-10pm

Izakaya

Hanbey; ¥¥

map Google map

Retro 1950s to 1970s–themed izakaya where old movie posters cover the walls and vintage music is piped through the speakers. The extensive menu even includes crickets. In Kabukichō. 5pm-midnight Mon-Fri, to 5am Sat & Sun

Paikaji; ¥¥

map Google map

Okinawa-themed izakaya opposite NEWoMan in Shinjuku. Laid-back tropical vibes and tasty Okinawan dishes, like goya champurū (stir-fried bitter gourd) and sea grapes. 11.30am-3pm & 5pm-5am

Meat Restaurants

Gyūkatsu Aona; ¥¥

map Google map

Tender slices of beef breaded and deep-fried. The store is decorated with nebuta – colourful festival floats and lanterns from Aomori Prefecture. Near Kabukichō. 11am-midnight

MoMo Paradise; ¥¥¥

map Google map

Popular sukiyaki hotpot chain with all-you-can-eat beef and a free-flow dessert bar. There are two in Shinjuku: near the station’s East Exit and near Kabukichō. Reservations recommended. 11.30am-3pm & 5-10.30pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Hip Cafes

Toraya An Stand

map Google map

Coffee shop near Shinjuku Station’s New South Exit where you can get an (Japanese sweet red bean paste) in just about everything, even its cafe au lait. 10am-9pm

Coffee Zingaro

map Google map

This retro kissaten-inspired cafe inside Nakano Broadway is the brainchild of designer Takashi Murakami. The decor features the artist’s signature colourful flower motifs and tables double as gaming consoles. noon-6.30pm Thu-Mon

Coffee Amp the Roaster

map Google map

Stylish Kōenji shop along Look St serving coffee and espresso drinks to-go, plus freshly roasted beans from their own roaster at the back of the store. 11am-6pm Tue-Sun

Golden Gai Bars

Death Match in Hell

map Google map

Take a trip to the underworld at this classic horror- and death-metal-themed bar in Golden Gai. All drinks aptly priced at ¥666. 8pm-3am Mon-Sat

Bar Kinema Club

map Google map

This laid-back cinema-themed bar in Golden Gai has plenty of vintage film posters and autographs to admire while you drink. 6pm-late

Open Book

map Google map

The grandson of award-winning author Komimasa Tanaka runs this sleek, modern Golden Gai bar that’s lined up to the ceiling with shelves of books. 8pm-midnight

Memorable Bars

Cocktail Shobō

map Google map

Calm and rustic literary cafe in Kōenji lined with bookshelves. The food and cocktails served here are all based on recipes from famous novels. noon-3pm & 6-11pm

Bar BenFiddich

map Google map

This dark, rustic bar is regarded as one of the best bars in the world. Elements used in the cocktails often come from the owner Hiroyasu Kayama’s farm, and drinks are made to your liking. 5pm-midnight Tue-Sun

[image: img]
Shopping

Art & Collectibles

SUBstore

map Google map

Eclectic all-in-one bookstore, art gallery, cafe and event space that captures the cool, hipster vibe of Kōenji. Run by an Indonesian–Japanese couple. 5-11pm Wed-Sun

Gashacoco

map Google map

Spend those stray ¥100 coins on little plastic collectibles at this store filled entirely with capsule toy machines. Inside the shopping street directly outside Nakano Station’s North Exit. 11am-9pm

Shinjuku Kitamura Camera

map Google map

Stylish multi-storey camera store with a curated collection of new and secondhand cameras and accessories. Near Shinjuku Station’s East Exit. 10am-9pm

Books, Crafts & Stationery

Sekaido

map Google map

An art and stationery supplies store spanning six floors with every pen, pigment and paintbrush imaginable. Near Shinjuku-gyoen. 9.30am-9pm

Okadaya

map Google map

Spread across two separate buildings, this craft store in Shinjuku has the area’s largest selection of fabrics, yarn, buttons and much more. 11am-8.30pm




WORTH A TRIP

Ghibli Museum, Mitaka

Studio Ghibli (pronounced ‘jiburi’) has created some of the best-loved films in Japan (and the world), including recent Academy Award–winner The Boy and the Heron (2023). Master animator Miyazaki Hayao designed this museum himself, and it’s redolent of the dreamy atmosphere that makes his animations so enchanting.



PLANNING TIP

Tickets must be reserved in advance, which can be done online. Sales open up on the 10th for the following month – and go very quickly.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to purchase tickets to the Ghibli Museum in advance.



The Magical World of Ghibli

Studio Ghibli’s films transport viewers to fairy-tale lands as well as ones not unlike our own, but where magic, unusual creatures and the supernatural intervene in unexpected ways. While Miyazaki has long been fascinated by machines – and many of his works feature steampunk-esque contraptions, the artist remains committed to hand-drawing – a rarity in contemporary animation and the artistry shows.

Even those unfamiliar with the works of Studio Ghibli, founded in 1985 by Miyazaki and the late Takahata Isao, will find this museum enchanting. Fans likely won’t want to leave.

Exploring the Museum

The Ghibli Museum, Mitaka, rewards curiosity and play: peer through a small window, for example, and you’ll see little soot sprites (as seen in Spirited Away; 2001). A spiral staircase leads to a purposefully overgrown rooftop terrace with a 5m tall statue of the Robot Soldier from Castle in the Sky (1986). A highlight for kids (sorry, grown-ups!) is a giant replica of the cat bus from the classic My Neighbor Totoro (1988) that under 12s can climb on.

There’s also a small theatre where original animated shorts – which can only be seen here! – are screened (you’ll get a ticket for this when you enter). The film changes monthly to keep fans coming back. Special exhibitions, meanwhile, often feature storyboards, sketches or cel art from past or present Ghibli works.

Elsewhere there’s an imagined workshop filled with the kinds of books and artworks that inspired Miyazaki, as well as vintage machines from animation’s history. Naturally, the museum gift shop is excellent, with plenty of tempting character goods for both kids and grown-ups.
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Detour Through the Park

The museum sits on the western edge of Inokashira-kōen, another of Tokyo’s beloved green spaces, this one with woodsy strolling paths, a big central pond and an ancient shrine to Benzaiten (one of Japan’s seven lucky gods). It takes about 30 minutes to walk through the park between the museum and Kichijōji Station (one stop before Mitaka on the JR Sōbu-Chūō Line). Otherwise, Mitaka is the nearest station to the museum.


QUICK BREAK

The museum’s Straw Hat Cafe has simple cafe fare and is often crowded; other options can be found within Inokashira-kōen.






Explore

Kagurazaka, Kōrakuen & Akihabara

Once a lively entertainment quarter beyond the outer moat of Edo-jō (Edo Castle), Kagurazaka is a quiet, sophisticated neighbourhood populated by shops, cafes, ryōtei (high-end Japanese restaurants) and a beautiful shrine. In Kōrakuen, Tokyo Dome City draws in the crowds with its massive baseball stadium, but the real star of the neighbourhood is the serene garden of Koishikawa Kōrakuen, dating back centuries. Also nearby are quiet pockets in which to soak in the views of the moat and to shop for books.

   East from Kõrakuen is Akihabara, Tokyo’s centre of otaku (geek) subculture. Here comic books and figurines fill the shelves, but the neighbourhood’s roots as a tech-geek’s haven remain alive and well in the myriad tech shops.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-traingif]d Train

The JR Yamanote and Sōbu lines stop at the Iidabashi, Suidōbashi (for Tokyo Dome) and Akihabara stations.

[image: icon-metrogif]m Metro

The Marunouchi and Namboku lines stop at Kōrakuen Station. The Hibiya Line goes to Akihabara Station. The Tozai Line stops at the Iidabashi and Kudanshita stations while the Hanzōmon and Toei Shinjuku lines stop at Jimbōchō.

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walk

Jimbōchō, Kōrakuen and Kagurazaka are all about 15 minutes apart from each other.


THE BEST

TRANQUIL GARDEN Koishikawa Kōrakuen

ANIME & MANGA SUBCULTURE Akihabara

AMUSEMENT PARK Tokyo Dome City

NEIGHBOURHOOD VIBE Kagurazaka

BOOKSTORES Jimbōchō





WALKING TOUR

Walk Kagurazaka

Once a hanamachi – a pleasure quarter where geisha entertained – Kagurazaka (神楽坂) is today a sophisticated neighbourhood that retains a down-to-earth vibe. Sloped, cobbled streets are lined with quaint cafes, world-class restaurants, mom-and-pop stores, florists and markets. Branching off from the main stretch are inviting backstreets.


START

La Kagu

END

Iidabashi Station

LENGTH

2km; 2 hours
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1 Old Book Warehouse

From Kagurazaka Station, head west towards La Kagu, a project by famed architects Kengo Kuma & Associates. Wooden steps appear to spill out towards the street from a former book warehouse, converted into a shop, Akomeya Tokyo, and cafe space Akomeya Shokudō. Stop by for a healthy teishoku (set meal), and browse the shop’s selection of teas, condiments and everything to stock a kitchen with.

2 Kagurazaka’s Gallery

Loop back towards Kagurazaka Station and onto Waseda-dōri, and on your left you’ll see a brown house resembling a cottage. This is Ayumi Gallery, a small, independent art exhibition space. Exhibitions here only run for a few days at a time and in the past have featured kimono art, watercolour paintings and embroidery by local independent artists.

3 The Modern Shrine

Continue on Waseda-dōri, then turn left at the first junction and you’ll see a torii (shrine gate) marking the entrance to Akagi-jinja, a Shintō shrine. Contrary to other shrines in the city, this one is done up in elegant natural wood and glass – a work of architect Kengo Kuma. Even the komainu, dog and lion-like creatures that stand guard at shrines, have been redesigned to have a minimalist look.

4 Neighbourhood Sights

Head back onto the main road and make your way eastwards. Along the way are little neighbourhood cafes, supermarkets and food stalls that teem with locals. Past the intersection is the 400-year-old Zenkoku-ji, a Buddhist temple dedicated to Bishamon, one of the seven lucky gods in Japanese folklore. A number of neighbourhood festivals take place here.

5 Teatime by the Moat

Keep walking down this stretch and you’ll eventually reach a body of water – the former outer moat of Edo-jō (Edo Castle). Lined with cherry blossom trees, the walk from here to neighbouring Ichigaya is among the city’s most scenic come spring. Right at the intersection is long-running Canal Cafe, which has an outdoor seating area overlooking the moat. Rent paddleboats here for a quick foray onto the waters.

6 Views from the Station

A short walk uphill from here is Iidabashi Station, from where the view is picturesque – the old castle moat straddled by skyscrapers and the Chūō and Sōbu lines departing from the station. Outside the station there are some info boards with short descriptions in English about the outer moat, neighbouring landmarks and walking routes.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Koishikawa Kōrakuen

In the shadow of Tokyo Dome is one of Tokyo’s oldest and most beautiful gardens, Koishikawa Kōrakuen (小石川後楽園). Originally belonging to a daimyō (feudal lord), it’s plain to see just how much thought and effort has been put in to recreating some of the most beautiful scenes from Japan and China in this miniature realm.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

For the best seasonal blooms, time your visits for the months of February and June to see the garden’s beautiful plum blossoms in winter, and irises in summer.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to view the Koishikawa Kōrakuen park guide.



The Edo Garden

First established as a garden for Lord Tokugawa Yorifusa’s spare Edo residence, Koishikawa Kōrakuen was completed in 1629 and is the oldest among Edo’s daimyō gardens. The word Kōrakuen was derived from a Chinese phrase meaning something like ‘worry first, enjoy later’ – though that’s not the only Chinese influence present in the garden. The different scenes and landscapes you’ll see around the garden can be attributed to Min-dynasty scholar Zhu Zhiyu, who had been involved in the garden’s design by invitation of the daimyō.

Timeless Scenery

Much of the garden’s scenery is based on other beautiful locations in Japan and China. The arched red bridge surrounded by maples is modelled after Tsūten-kyō at Kyoto’s Tōkufuji-ji temple while the finest example of Chinese influence in the garden is the curved Engetsu-kyō bridge, shaped so that its reflection against the stream below resembles a full moon.

On your journey through the garden you’ll pass through secluded wooded areas, trickling streams, rolling lawns, craggy rocks and colourful blooms. When you need a little break, have a seat on the benches overlooking the pond, designed to evoke Lake Biwa, a famous lake northeast of Kyoto.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Akihabara

Akihabara (秋葉原) is almost a world of its own – one where 2D characters adorn billboards and soundtracks from the season’s hottest anime are pumped through every one of the neighbourhood’s speakers. This is the stomping ground of the otaku (geek), and whether you’re a geek for anime or electronics, you’ll find everything you want and more here.

map




PLANNING TIP

To get straight to the centre of Akihabara where all the goods are, follow the signs at the station pointing to the Electric Town Exit.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to see the latest news and events going on in Akihabara.



Otaku Central

The first place you’ll want to go is Chūō-dōri. This is the main street lined with arcades, electronic stores, manga (comic book) shops, maid and cosplay cafes, and everything else an anime fan and otaku might be into. Grab a copy of the latest manga series and character merchandise at Animate, one of Akihabara’s most well-known manga stores; snag a coveted figurine at Akihabara Radio Kaikan; or just have a look around at all the capsule toys, plushies and other merchandise on display.

Akihabara’s Roots

Before its streets were flooded with manga and merchandise, Akihabara was better known as Electric Town. In the post-war years, the neighbourhood emerged as the place to go for radio parts and other electronics, when radios were an essential part of daily life. The popularity of Akihabara as an electronics destination later paved the way for larger shops dealing in consumer appliances, when TVs and washing machines came along in the 1960s. To catch a glimpse of Akihabara’s humble beginnings, head to the retro shopping complex Akihabara Radio Center near the station – it’s a remnant of those post-war-era shops that today sell electronic parts, walkie-talkies and other vintage tech.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Tokyo Dome City

The biggest draw to Kōrakuen is the huge (by Tokyo’s standards) sports and entertainment complex, Tokyo Dome City (東京ドームシティ). At the centre of it all is the massive baseball stadium Tokyo Dome, but there’s also a theme park, mall and spa that make it one of the city’s prime destinations for family outings.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Tokyo Dome and its nearby attractions fill up on weekends and get quite crowded on event days. Weekdays are generally quiet.
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Scan this QR code for event schedules and ticketing information.



Tokyo’s Baseball Stadium

Completed in 1988, Tokyo Dome (東京ドーム) is an indoor baseball stadium that doubles as a concert and event venue holding up to 55,000 spectators. Home to the Yomiuri Giants, Tokyo Dome is the best place in Tokyo to catch a baseball game. It has also served as a historic concert venue for big international artists ranging from Bon Jovi to BTS. Fans of Japanese baseball may want to stop by the Baseball Hall of Fame & Museum, also within the dome.

Thrills & Spills

In the vicinity of the baseball stadium are various theme park rides that make for an afternoon of family fun. The biggest (and loudest) attraction here is the rumbling Thunder Dolphin roller coaster, which takes riders down a near 90-degree plunge before zipping through a hole in the nearby LaQua shopping centre.

Shopping & Relaxation

While not large, the LaQua shopping centre houses a good mix of midrange local brands and well-known retailers. If relaxation is what you’re looking for, head upstairs to Spa LaQua, which is equipped with natural hot spring baths and saunas, plus lots of space to relax and lounge in.
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1Top Experiences

 Koishikawa KōrakuenB1

 AkihabaraF2

 Tokyo Dome CityC1




1Experiences

1Ogawa ToshoC3

2Kitazawa BookstoreC3

3MagnifD3

4Kanda MyōjinE2

5Chidori-ga-fuchiB4

6ChabaraF2

7SEEKBASEF2

82k540 Aki-Oka ArtisanF2




5Eating

9Curry BondyC3

10CaligariF2

11Hinoya CurryF3

12TsujitaF3

13Yamashita Honki UdonA2

14SabouruD3

15Kagurazaka GojūbanA2




6Drinking

16Bumpōdō Gallery CafeD3

17Jimbōchō Book CenterC3

18Kagurazaka SaryōA2

19Bar 2000C1

20Game Bar A-ButtonF2

21Wine & Coffee AB2




7Shopping

22Akihabara Radio KaikanF3

23TamTam Hobby ShopF2

24Tamashii NationsF3

25Warhammer Store & CafeF2

26KotobukiyaF2

27Yanaka CoffeeF2

28Noren Muro AmazakeA2









EXPERIENCES

Sift Through Old Tomes in JimbōchōBOOKS

There’s one thing Jimbōchō (神保町) is known for, and that’s secondhand books. Sandwiched in an area between Tokyo Dome City and the Imperial Palace, it’s a neighbourhood with a casual, down-to-earth vibe, as well as some 200 bookstores with shelves stuffed entirely with old tomes in every possible genre and category, housed mostly in old buildings. There’s no telling what you might find here – every shop has its own eclectic selection, from books on art, novels, foreign languages and history to technical manuals. Many of these bookstores are concentrated along Yasukuni-dōri, and books can sometimes be found on racks and shelves out on the pavement, giving passing pedestrians the opportunity to browse.

The majority of the bookstores here stock Japanese books only, but climb up the steps of Ogawa Tosho map Google map and you’ll find some rare books and encyclopaedias in English and French. Meanwhile, Kitazawa Bookstore map Google map has the largest collection of vintage English books in the neighbourhood. Also worth a visit is the colourful Magnif map , a shop dedicated to Japanese fashion magazines and catalogues of decades past.


Kagurazaka Awa-Odori

Originating from Tokushima Prefecture, awa-odori is a popular dance festival that now takes place across the country. For two days in July, dancers donning traditional dress, clogs and straw hats can be seen strutting down the main street of Kagurazaka to the music of flutes and drums for the local awa-odori event. The lively, spirited procession is a summer must-see. Festival dates vary; see kaguraren.tokyo for the latest updates (website in Japanese only).



Take a Look at Akihabara’s Kanda Myōjin ShrineShintō Shrine



A seven-minute walk from Akihabara Station’s Electric Town Exit is the Kanda Myōjin map  (神田明神) shrine. Founded in 730 CE near present-day Ōtemachi, the shrine has a 1300-year history, and it is said that Tokugawa Ieyasu, founder of the Tokugawa shogunate, paid respects to the Shintō gods there.

The shrine moved to its current location in 1616, and it’s now a popular spot among visitors to Akihabara, who pray for love, luck and prosperity. Check out the collection of ema – small votive plaques that are petitions for assistance from the shrine’s resident deities; some of the ema feature anime- and manga-style drawings made by visitors to the shrine.

Paddle Along the Palace Moat at Chidori-ga-fuchiSEASONAL VIEWS



There’s no better way to experience the beauty of the Edo-jō moat and Tokyo’s lush greenery than from the water at Chidori-ga-fuchi map Google map (千鳥ヶ淵), near Kudanshita Station. Rowing boats are available for rent from spring to autumn, with the period from late March to early April being especially breathtaking as you gently paddle through a pink river of sakura petals that drift slowly from the cherry blossom trees. Demand is naturally high during this period, and if there are no reservations available, your best bet is to arrive early to queue for a ticket, which comes with a designated time slot.

Try for a Prize at the Arcades in AkihabaraGAMES & ENTERTAINMENT

Arcades, or ‘game centres’, as they’re called in Japan, are convenient places to stop by for a quick bout of fun. Brightly coloured, with plenty of crane-game cabinets stocked with famous characters that are immediately visible from the street, they stand ever-ready to entice pedestrians into spending some spare ¥100 coins. These entertainment complexes can be found in most neighbourhoods around Tokyo, but Akihabara has a high concentration of them. The merchandise here is also catered more to the otaku crowd – think anime figurines and character-themed household items. Most games cost ¥100 to play, and if you’re very lucky (or very skilled), that’s all it could take to win a prize. The big arcade chains here are GiGO, Taito Station and Namco, and when it comes to crane games, the main difference lies in the merchandise they have in stock. Family-friendly games like Mario Kart and purikura (photo booths) are often on the lower floors.

Shop Vinyl & Artisanal Goods in AkihabaraSHOPPING

A row of shops under the train tracks near Akihabara Station’s Electric Town Exit exudes an entirely different vibe from the rest of the neighbourhood. Instead of pop culture figurines and electronics, the line of shops that stretch from here to Okachimachi Station are stocked with artisanal food, vintage vinyl records and handmade items.

Begin at Chabara map Google map, a curated market with food and produce from across the country, ranging from soy sauce to peanuts and sardines. Next door is SEEKBASE map , with boxes of vinyl records to sift through, and vinyl figures of wacky kaiju (monsters) to gawk at. Further northwards is 2k540 Aki-Oka Artisan map Google map, a collection of 50 or so independent boutiques and ateliers selling handcrafted jewellery, fashion, accessories and interior items.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

¥ Budget ¥¥ Midrange ¥¥¥ Top End
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Eating

Hearty Japanese Curries

Curry Bondy; ¥

map Google map

This famous curry restaurant in Jimbōchō was the winner of the first (now prestigious) Kanda Curry Grand Prix. The entrance is tucked in an alleyway – look for the small red sign. 11am-9.30pm Mon-Fri, 10.30am-10pm Sat & Sun

Caligari; ¥

map Google map

A well-known curry shop in Akihabara. Try the neighbourhood special, the Akiba-mori curry: a Japanese- and Indian-style curry served with turmeric rice and fried chicken. 11am-9.30pm Mon-Fri, 10.30am-10pm Sat & Sun

Hinoya Curry; ¥

map Google map

Fuel up before shopping around Akihabara with some thick, satisfying curry with lots of hearty toppings like pork belly, cutlets or a blanket of cheese. 11.30am-3pm & 5-11pm

Ramen & Udon

Tsujita;  ¥

map

Slippery, slurp-worthy tsukemen (dipping noodles) served alongside a thick, delicious broth that’s hearty and refreshing at the same time. In Akihabara. 11am-9.30pm

Yamashita Honki Udon;  ¥

map

Some of the udon dishes here are innovative or questionable, with items like cream cheese udon and udon pancakes. You can still get yummy udon staples though. 11am-11pm

Cafes & Light Bites

Sabouru;  ¥¥

map

This cafe’s interior is reminiscent of a cosy log cabin and is full of rustic charm. Try the Neapolitan spaghetti and colourful cream sodas. You may have to wait in line. 11am-6pm

Kagurazaka Gojūban; ¥

map Google map

Established in Kagurazaka in 1957, this shop has been selling freshly made bao for over half a century. The signature nikuman is a bao filled with ground pork. 10am-8pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Book Cafes & Teahouses

Bumpōdō Gallery Cafe

map Google map

Cosy cafe that doubles as an art gallery, on the 2nd floor of Jimbōchō stationery shop Bumpōdō. Snag one of the sunny window seats and people watch. 11am-8.30pm

Jimbōchō Book Center

map Google map

Stylish cafe and bookshop that’s a popular spot for locals to work and study. Comfy sofa seats are perfect for reading – though all books here are in Japanese. 9am-7pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun

Kagurazaka Saryō

map Google map

This green-tea cafe tucked in the neighbourhood of Kagurazaka has green-tea dessert, parfaits and other Japanese sweets, plus green-tea cocktails. 11.30am-10pm

Bars

Bar 2000

map Google map

The decor here can feel a little dated, but the view of Tokyo Dome and the lit-up attractions out the window of this Tokyo Dome Hotel bar is nice. 7pm-midnight Tue-Sat

Game Bar A-Button

map Google map

Retro game-themed bar in Akihabara, chock-full of consoles, vintage collectibles, controllers and all things video game. It’s tucked in an alley, but you’ll recognise it immediately. 5-11pm Mon-Sat, from 4pm Sun

Wine & Coffee A

map

Shop in Iidabashi that’s a coffee stand by day and a wine bar by night. Small, laid-back and cosy with a great wine selection. 6pm-midnight Mon-Wed, noon-midnight Thu & Fri, 8am-4pm Sat

[image: img]
Shopping

Hobbies & Pop Culture

Akihabara Radio Kaikan

map Google map

A one-stop shop for everything Akihabara – figurines, collectibles, trading cards and even electronic parts and sound equipment. 10am-8pm

TamTam Hobby Shop

map Google map

The best place in Akihabara to shop for car and gunpla (plastic Gundam) models, miniatures and everything else you might need to assemble the models. 11am-8pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun

Tamashii Nations

map Google map

Browse premium Bandai toys and figurines across different IPs, including some really rare items and Japan exclusives. 10am-8pm

Warhammer Store & Cafe

map Google map

A huge store with a cafe, play space and plenty of merchandise. Check out the beautiful dioramas. Some staff are bilingual. noon-8pm Mon-Fri, 10am-9pm Sat & Sun

Kotobukiya

map

A direct outlet by the major toy and figurine manufacturer. The permanent retail space spans two floors and products cover a wide range of anime and game franchises. noon-8pm

Food & Lifestyle

Yanaka Coffee

map

Pick from more than a dozen varieties of green coffee beans and they’ll roast them on the spot – you’ll get them in 30 minutes to an hour, depending on how busy they are. 11am-8pm

Noren Muro Amazake

map

This beautiful store in Kagurazaka specialises in amazake, a sweet non-alcoholic drink made from fermented rice. There’s also a curated selection of kitchen- and homeware. 11am-7pm Wed-Mon




Explore

Ueno & Yanesen

If you love art and museums and enjoy hopping from one gallery to the next, Ueno is the neighbourhood to visit. The majority of the sights here are within the massive Ueno-kōen (Ueno Park), including several temples and shrines, a zoo, the country’s largest museum, a handful of major institutions, and cafes. Besides the park, Ueno is a lively neighbourhood with plenty of shopping malls and food options, plus the bustling open-air marketplace, Ameya-yokochō.

   Northwest of Ueno is a distinctly quieter and less populated area collectively known as Yanesen, short for the three neighbourhoods of Yanaka, Nezu and Sendagi. Here you’ll find cafes and art galleries in humble, old buildings that have miraculously survived earthquakes, wars and the city’s rapid modernisation efforts, thus preserving a distinctly ‘old Tokyo’ feel that’s rarely found in the city nowadays.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-traingif]d Train

The JR Yamanote Line stops at Ueno and Nippori (for Yanesen). Keisei trains from Narita Airport also stop at Ueno Station.

[image: icon-metrogif]m Metro

The Ginza and Hibiya lines stop at Ueno Station. The Chiyoda Line stops at Nezu and Sendagi. Ueno-okachimachi Station is also nearby, served by the Toei Ōedo Line.

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walk

Yanaka is within a 15-minute walk from Ueno-kōen, as is Nezu-jinja.


THE BEST

MUSEUM Tokyo National Museum

OPEN-AIR MARKET Ameya-yokochō

OLD TOKYO ATMOSPHERE Yanaka

SHINTŌ SHRINE Nezu-jinja

GREEN SPACE Ueno-kōen





WALKING TOUR

Walk Yanaka

Sleepy Yanaka is a neighbourhood rarely seen in modern-day Tokyo, possessing an unassuming, old-world charm where time seems to stand still. Largely undamaged by natural disasters and WWII bombings, the wooden buildings, humble temples and understated shophouses here show a snapshot of Tokyo before rapid development overtook.


START

SCAI the Bathhouse

END

Yanaka Ginza

LENGTH

3km; 3 hours


[image: 16-yanaka-wt-pk-tok10-jpg]




1 Gallery in a Bathhouse

From the Tokyo National Museum grounds, head to Byōbuzaka-dōri and continue straight towards SCAI the Bathhouse. As its name suggests, this is a 200-year-old public bathhouse turned contemporary gallery. While the exhibition space inside is modern, the gallery has kept its traditional Japanese facade.

2 Runner’s Temple

Turn left from the bathhouse and make your way to the Yanaka Himalayan Cedar Tree, a local landmark believed to be a few centuries old. A few paces from the tree is Enju-ji, a temple enshrining the deity Nichika-sama, the God of Strong Legs. Unsurprisingly, the temple is popular with runners.

3 Quiet Stroll

Double back, then turn left at the bathhouse to get to Yanaka-reien, a quiet, peaceful cemetery serving as the final resting place for a few significant public figures in Japan, including the last shogun, Tokugawa Yoshinobu, whose grave lies beyond a gate marked by the clan symbol of three aoi leaves.

4 The Old Temple

Cut through to the other side of the cemetery and you’ll come to Tennō-ji, a Buddhist temple that is one of the city’s oldest, having been founded sometime between 1394 and 1427. Sitting serenely on the temple grounds framed by a modern entrance gate is a large bronze Buddha dating from 1690.

5 Bronze Works of Art

Exit the cemetery and make your way closer to town, stopping for a visit at the Asakura Museum of Sculpture, Taitō. This was the former studio and residence of famed sculptor Fumio Asakura. Among his works you’ll find bronze sculptures of famous Japanese figures, as well as cats, which Asakura was particularly fond of.

6 Sunset Steps

From the museum, go onto the main road, Gotenzaka. Then head west until you see Yūyake Dandan, the ‘Sunset Steps’. The best time to see it is – of course – at sunset, when the streets below are cast in a romantic orange glow.

7 Nostalgic Shopping Street

The quaint and charming shopping street of Yanaka Ginza at the foot of the stairs is lined with produce and liquor shops, souvenir stores and some newer cafes. You might spot some cats here too – both on the street, and in the form of sculptures up on the awnings.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Tokyo National Museum

The oldest and largest museum in Japan, the Tokyo National Museum (東京国立博物館) is where to go for a crash course in Japanese art and history. The six buildings within the museum complex house collections ranging from prehistoric Japanese art, kimonos and swords to temple treasures and artefacts from across Asia and the Middle East.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Make the Japanese Gallery (Honkan) your first stop, and budget at least two hours here. Last admission is 30 minutes before closing, though some areas may be closed earlier.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for museum visitor information.



Honkan (Japanese Gallery)

The sloped-roofed building directly visible from the entrance is the museum’s main gallery, called the Honkan (pictured). Step through its doors and make a beeline for the 2nd floor, where exhibits are arranged in chronological order – beginning with ancient art, then tracing the evolution of classic Japanese art through the centuries, ending with Edo-period ukiyo-e (woodblock prints).

Descend to the 1st floor to see exhibits ordered by craft and theme, including sculptures, lacquerware, swords, and Ainu and Ryūkyū art. There’s also a fun interactive gallery that children will love. If the weather is fine, step out into the museum garden to see the five historic teahouses that have been relocated here from across the country. At certain times of the year, you can drop by Tohaku Chakan for tea, sweets and cultural experiences.

Before leaving the Honkan, stop by the excellent gift shop to browse the collection of art books and merchandise – some featuring the museum’s mascot, a haniwa (earthenware figure) named Tōhaku-kun.

Heiseikan (Japanese Archaeology Gallery)

Connected to Honkan via an indoor walkway, Heiseikan houses the Japanese Archaeology Gallery. Behind the glass cases here are ancient tools and crafts, tombs, and unique and stylised terracotta haniwa from the Kofun period (300–538 CE). The 2nd floor hosts special exhibitions that require a different ticket for entry.

[image: jpg]
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Gallery of Hōryū-ji Treasures

The Gallery of Hōryū-ji Treasures is tucked to the side of the museum’s main gate and is a real treasure trove. Inside the gallery’s dark halls are intricate Buddhist sculptures that shine under well-placed spotlights. The room with gilt bronze Buddhist statues is easily the most beautiful display in the entire museum compound. All the objects here are from the 7th-century temple Hōryū-ji (of Nara Prefecture), and among them are over a dozen National Treasures and 239 Important Cultural Properties.

Finish your tour of the gallery at the Digital Gallery of Hōryū-ji Treasures, where limited-time interactive exhibits showcase reproductions of art and objects from the historic temple on 8K monitors.


QUICK BREAK

Food trucks can be found parked near the museum’s main entrance, along with drink vending machines. Honkan and Heiseikan also have vending machines.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Ameya-yokochō

Ameya-yokochō, sometimes called ‘Ameyoko’ for short, is one of Tokyo’s largest remaining open-air markets, with over 400 shops crammed onto the street stretching between Ueno Station and Okachimachi Station. A walk along this lively street takes you past bargain shops, streetside eateries, and a lot of snacks and sundries.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Go in the afternoon and stay for an early dinner to see the street at its liveliest. Some shops close on the second or third Wednesday of the month.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to view a directory of shops along Ameyoko.



Ameyoko’s Origins

Like some of Tokyo’s yokochō – narrow side streets populated by bars and izakaya (Japanese pub-eatery) – Ameya-yokochō can trace its advent to the period after WWII, when it was a black market that sold food at a time when supplies were scarce. As for its name, there are two different hypotheses: some say it comes from the sweet stores that opened here when sugar was considered a luxury (ameya means ‘sweet shops’) while others think ‘Ameyoko’ may have been short for ‘America-yokochō’, as many of the black market goods were supposedly obtained from American GIs stationed in Tokyo during the occupation years.

Bargain Hunting

The practice of bargaining has all but died out in Tokyo – except here. Ameya-yokochō is known for its bargain shops and low prices, and it’s the best place to hunt for discount sportswear, satin bomber jackets and more snacks than you can carry. If that’s not enough, some stores may still accept bargaining if you purchase a substantial enough amount. That said, it’s still a good idea to walk the entire length of the yokochō before deciding what and where to buy.
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1Top Experiences

 Tokyo National MuseumD3

 Ameya-yokochōC6




1Experiences

1Nezu-jinjaA3

2Ueno-kōenC4

3National Museum of Nature & ScienceD4

4National Museum of Western ArtD4

5Tokyo Metropolitan Art MuseumC4

6Ueno ZooC4

7Ueno Tōshō-gūC4

8Kiyomizu Kannon-dōC5

9Benten-dōC5




5Eating

10Amane SaryōA2

11Onigiri Cafe RisakuA2

12Capleville Photo Studio & CafeA1

13Nezu-no-TaiyakiA3

14Shiretoko FactoryD4

15Usagi-yaC6

16Himitsu-dōB1

17Cannelé de papinB1

18Nagaoka-yaC6

19Isen HontenC6

20KamachikuB3




6Drinking

21Kayaba CoffeeC3

22Café LapinC6

23Yanaka KomichiB1

24Bar BookshelffD5

25Bar SamuraiD5

26Cocktail Works UenoD5




7Shopping

27Yanaka Senbei Shinsei-dōB1

28Ueno Fūgetsu-dōC6

29Nakano-yaB1

30Midori-yaB1









EXPERIENCES

Walk under the Torii at Nezu-jinjaSHRINE



Built in 1706, Nezu-jinja map Google map is among Tokyo’s oldest Shintō shrines and the most beautiful. The major shrine buildings and gates are done up in gold and vermillion, including some iconic structures like the colourful, two-storey gate rōmon, which stands before the main shrine. Most of the structures have survived natural disasters and WWII destruction, remaining intact since their initial completion in the 18th century.

A second shrine, the Otome Inari-jinja, is located within the grounds. The path to this shrine is marked by dozens of small torii (shrine gates) you walk under to reach the shrine. Completing this picture-perfect spot are thousands of round azalea bushes that blanket the shrine grounds in white, yellow and magenta hues every year in April.

Go Museum-Hopping in Ueno-kōenMUSEUMS

There are several museums within Ueno-kōen map Google map besides the Tokyo National Museum that make for an afternoon of quiet wandering. A popular spot for those with children, and a fun place to spend a few hours for people of all ages, is the National Museum of Nature & Science map Google map. Its permanent exhibit showcases dinosaur fossils and taxidermised animals and plants native to Japan. It can get crowded on weekends, however, and while there is English signage on exhibits, they can be a bit sparse.

Closest to Ueno Station is the National Museum of Western Art map Google map, which has an impressive collection of Western paintings from the 17th to the early 20th century, including pieces by Monet and Renoir. For modern art, make your way to Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum map Google map; the permanent exhibition is free to visit.

Purchasing a Tokyo Museum Grutto Pass (¥2500) gets you access to more than 100 museums and galleries around Tokyo, either for free or at a discounted price. Many of the city’s art and history museums are included on this list, plus Ueno Zoo map Google map and some parks, too.

See the Shrines & Temples of Ueno-kōenSHRINES & TEMPLES

If you have time to see just a few temples and shrines, Ueno-kōen has some of the city’s most prominent sites all within walking distance of each other. The gold and gilded Shintō shrine Ueno Tōshō-gū map Google map, despite its small footprint, is the grandest. Built in 1627 in memory of Tokugawa Ieyasu, founder of the Tokugawa shogunate, the structure has survived earthquakes and wars, and represents Edo-era architecture at its finest. A ¥500 ticket is required to see the main shrine.

A short walk through the park grounds will take you to Kiyomizu Kannon-dō map Google map, one of Tokyo’s oldest temples, built in the image of Kiyomizu-dera in Kyoto. The Buddhist temple overlooks the lotus-covered Shinobazu-ike, where at the centre is another major Buddhist temple, Benten-dō map Google map. This temple with a circular, sloped roof is built to resemble Hōgon-ji, a temple on the island of the massive Lake Biwa in Shiga Prefecture. The bridge leading from Ueno-kōen to the temple is usually flanked by food stalls that lend a cheerful festival vibe.

Experience the Festivals at Ueno-kōenFESTIVALS

Ueno-kōen and its many green spaces make it the perfect place for festivals throughout the year. While the major ones often happen during spring and summer, cultural events are held throughout the year at Takenodai Sq, across the road from the Tokyo National Museum.

The festival that draws the most crowds is the Ueno Sakura Matsuri, when the garden paths are lined with lanterns that light up below the cherry blossom trees that bloom along Sakura-dōri. In winter and spring, during the Botan Matsuri, the peony garden attached to Ueno Tōshō-gū is abloom with beautifully cultivated peonies, the sight of them worth the ¥1000 entry fee.

Summer is the season of festivals. Ueno Natsu Matsuri brings plenty of events and shows between mid- to late July, including traditional dance and idol performances, and even pro wrestling. There’s also an antique market and other street stalls near Shinobazu-ike.


SIGNATURE AMEYOKO BARGAINS

Niki no Kashi

A large sweets and confectionery store selling a dizzying array of products that make perfect souvenirs for friends and family.

Shimura Shōten

A little bargain shop that sells assorted chocolate by the bagful at ¥1000. Shopkeepers will make a big show of dropping the candy in the bag.

London Sports

Discount sportswear store with brand-name products. You might have to sift through the jumble, but the bargain is well worth it.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

¥ Budget ¥¥ Midrange ¥¥¥ Top End
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Eating

Quaint Cafes & Restaurants

Amane Saryō; ¥

map Google map

A beautiful Japanese-style teahouse occupying a renovated old residence in Sendagi.Cakes are served alongside tea, and teishoku (set meals) are available for lunch. 11am-6pm Mon, Thu & Fri, to 8pm Sat & Sun

Onigiri Cafe Risaku; ¥

map Google map

The onigiri (rice-ball) here come in all kinds of toppings, paired with healthy side dishes and miso soup. Near Sendagi Station. 9am-8pm Thu-Tue

Capleville Photo Studio & Cafe; ¥

map Google map

A small, homey cafe in a former residence in Sendagi, serving healthy deli plates and homemade desserts. Upstairs is a photo studio where guests can arrange photo shoots. hours vary, closed Mon

Sweets & Desserts

Nezu-no-Taiyaki; ¥

map Google map

A neighbourhood street stall selling taiyaki – a bean-filled pastry shaped like tai (sea bream). They are very popular among locals and you’ll likely have to line up for one. Come early in case they sell out. 10am-2pm Mon-Sat

Shiretoko Factory; ¥

map Google map

Too-cute-to-eat donuts with a little animal character donut hole peeking out from the centre. Inside the Ecute shopping complex within Ueno Station. Takeout only. 8am-10pm Mon-Fri, to 9pm Sat & Sun

Usagi-ya; ¥

map Google map

A well-known, century-old sweets shop in Ueno selling dorayaki (pancake-like pastries filled with bean paste) and cute bunny-shaped usagi-manjū (sweet dumpling pastries). 9am-6pm Fri-Wed

Himitsu-dō; ¥¥

map Google map

Kakigōri (shaved ice) is typically a summer dessert, but the ones served here are so popular they’re available year-round. Queues get long. hours vary

Cannelé de papin; ¥

map Google map

Right next to Yūyake Dandan in Yanaka, this bakery specialises in dainty cannelés in a variety of flavours – even savoury ones like chorizo and goat cheese. 11am-7pm Tue-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun

Meat & Noodles

Nagaoka-ya; ¥¥

map Google map

Izakaya in Ueno serving Spanish fare and juicy lamb chops barbecued in the restaurant dining space. A nice selection of craft beer too. Reservations recommended. noon-11pm


Isen Honten; ¥

map Google map

A Ueno restaurant that invented katsu-sando – sauce-covered pork-cutlet sandwiches. Tonkatsu (fried pork cutlet) set meals too. 11.30am-8pm Thu-Tue

Kamachiku; ¥¥

map Google map

This udon shop specialising in kama-age udon (noodles served straight in the cook pot) is housed in a restored brick warehouse in Nezu dating from 1910. Sake pairings available. 11.30am-2pm & 5.30-8pm Tue-Sat

[image: img]
Drinking

Coffee Stands & Cafes

Kayaba Coffee

map Google map

A kissaten (Japanese-style coffee shop) set in an atmospheric historical wooden house in Yanaka. Though the building itself is over a century old, the interior incorporates sleek modern design elements. 8am-6pm Tue-Sat

Café Lapin

map Google map

Charming old-school kissaten in Ueno that roasts and sells their own beans, and serves standard kissaten fare of sandwiches and cakes. 7am-6pm Mon-Sat

Yanaka Komichi

map Google map

An ice-cream and coffee kiosk tucked behind a residential building. Look for the sign on the main street of Yanaka Ginza. noon-7pm

Cocktail & Whisky Bars

Bar Bookshelff

map Google map

A bar for book lovers, by book lovers. Discuss your favourite books while sipping from the bar’s extensive whisky selection. In Ueno.

Bar Samurai

map Google map

This hidden cocktail bar in Ueno exudes modern style and sophistication. The bar has lots of whiskies to choose from.

Cocktail Works Ueno

map Google map

Beautiful bar built to look like an urban kitchen, with inventive craft cocktails incorporating unique Japanese flavours like shiso.

[image: img]
Shopping

Charming Neighbourhood Shops

Yanaka Senbei Shinsei-dō

map Google map

Different varieties of senbei (rice crackers) line the display case of this neighbourhood shop, established in 1912. Perfect cheap and savoury afternoon snack.

Ueno Fūgetsu-dō

map Google map

Confectionery shop established in the Edo period. Famous for crisp Gaufre waffle sandwiches filled with cream, and caramelised castella cakes.

Nakano-ya

map Google map

A century-old shop in Yanaka selling assorted tsukudani (seafood and seaweed simmered in soy sauce and mirin). You might even meet the 100-year-old proprietress.

Midori-ya

map Google map

Founded in 1908, this bamboo craft shop is currently under third generation ownership. Peruse handcrafted chopsticks, interior items and more.




Explore

Asakusa & Sumida River

Asakusa is all about keeping the old traditions of Tokyo alive. Much of the neighbourhood still feels authentic, from the historical restaurants scattered around Sensō-ji – Tokyo’s oldest and most recognisable temple – to the energetic rickshaw-pullers shuttling passengers from place to place. Though a lot of the area is catered towards tourists, locals love it, too.

   Move south along the Sumida River and you’ll arrive at Kuramae, a neighbourhood of artisans who work from small studios and ateliers, and run shops stocked with handmade items. Unlike Asakusa, you won’t find any shopping streets here. Instead, grab a map and navigate your way to the shops that are scattered around the area.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-traingif]d Train

The JR Sōbu Line stops at Ryōgoku Station. The Tobu Line stops at Asakusa and Tokyo Skytree.

[image: icon-metrogif]m Metro

The Ginza and Toei Asakusa lines go to Asakusa. Kuramae is served by the Toei Ōedo and Asakusa lines, though they stop at two separate stations. The Hanzōmon Line goes to Oshiage Station (Tokyo Skytree).

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walk

Kuramae and Asakusa are within a 20-minute walk from each other – some of the journey takes you along the Sumida River.


THE BEST

BUDDHIST TEMPLE Sensō-ji

SUMO WRESTLING Ryōgoku Kokugikan

UNIQUE SHOPPING Kuramae

CITY VIEWS Tokyo Skytree

STREETSIDE DINING Hoppy-dōri





WALKING TOUR

Walk Asakusa

Asakusa is a part of town formerly known as Shitamachi – neighbourhoods where merchants and common people lived and worked. Beyond Sensō-ji, much of the neighbourhood still retains this low-key, unpretentious atmosphere. This walking tour offers an alternative route to take in the most important sights, but also allows opportunities to branch off and explore.


START

Asakusa Station

END

Kaminari Issa

LENGTH

2km; 2 hours


[image: 17-shitamachi-wt-pk-tok10-jpg]




1 Asakusa’s Iconic Buildings

Exit Asakusa Station (Exit 4 or 5) and take in the view of the wide Sumida River from Azuma-bashi. Across from here are some of Tokyo’s most interesting (and iconic) buildings – Tokyo Skytree, and the Asahi Group HQ building, shaped like a frothy glass of beer. The building with the golden blob (officially a flame, but locals say turd) atop it is Asahi Super Dry Hall.

2 View Sensō-ji from the Top

Head in the direction of Sensō-ji, but first make a stop at the Asakusa Culture Tourist Information Centre, across the road from the temple entrance, Kaminari-mon. Take the lift to the roof terrace, where you’ll be able to see Sensō-ji on one side, and Tokyo Skytree along with the aforementioned Asahi buildings on the other.

3 A Bustling Shopping Street

Step through Kaminari-mon and soak up the sights and smells of Nakamise-dōri, before turning left onto the covered Shin-Nakamise Shopping Street. You’ll find your everyday pharmacies, boutiques and food stalls here, but there are also some secondhand kimono shops and speciality stores, like Kanaya Brush, which is stocked with brushes of all kinds – including horse-hair toothbrushes.

4 Casual Eateries

At the intersection, turn right onto Hoppy-dōri. Named after a cheap beer-like beverage low in alcohol, this atmospheric street is lined with casual restaurants and izakaya (Japanese pub-eateries). Plastic tables and stools are set out in front of the stores under colourful tarp awnings, giving the area a laid-back Shitamachi vibe.

5 Retro Amusement Park

Right at the end of Hoppy-dōri is Hanayashiki, a former garden turned Japan’s first amusement park, home to the country’s oldest roller coaster still in operation. Some rides and park decorations retain a very retro vibe reminiscent of the 1960s to 1980s. There’s also an Edo-themed haunted house that children over five can enter on their own – if they dare.

6 Highlight of Asakusa

Follow Hanayashiki-dōri and enter the grounds of Sensō-ji. There are a few picturesque shrines and smaller temples near this side of the entrance, but the Hondō (main hall) is what you’re here to see. Step inside and have a closer look at the altar, and maybe draw an omikuji (fortune), too.

7 A Matcha Ending

Round off your trip with a matcha soft serve at Kaminari Issa, on the street just beyond Niten-mon gate.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Sensō-ji

Tokyo’s oldest temple, Sensō-ji (浅草寺) is to Tokyo as the Colosseum is to Rome – you simply have to see it. First constructed in the 7th century, the Buddhist temple enshrines Kannon, the Goddess of Mercy (hence why it’s also known as Asakusa Kannon-dō).

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

This is a heavily touristed area and weaving your way through the crowd can be seen as part of the experience. Come back in the evening to see the temple lit up.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information about Sensō-ji including annual events.



Step Through the Gates

Kaminari-mon is your gateway to the temple, and the first thing you’ll see as you approach Sensō-ji. At its centre hangs a gigantic red chōchin (paper lantern), almost close enough to touch. Step right up to it to see an intricately carved dragon on its underside. Flanking the doorway are statues of two deities: Fūjin, the God of Wind, and Raijin, the God of Thunder. Both are enshrined as protectors of the gate (against natural disasters). The original gate was built in 942 CE and has been rebuilt several times – the current gate dates back to 1960.

The Market Street

Lining the way to the temple is Nakamise-dōri, comprised of shops and stalls selling fresh food and plenty of souvenirs and trinkets. The street is undeniably touristy, but it retains a long, proud history as one of Japan’s oldest shopping streets, dating back to the late 1600s. Grabbing a senbei (rice cracker) or ningyō-yaki (pastries filled with sweet bean paste) freshly made on the spot is a quintessential part of a visit to Sensō-ji. However, you may want to save the souvenir shopping for when you’re on your way out, as many things for sale here are quite similar.
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NOPPASIN WONGCHUM/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


The Main Hall

Breathe in the incense as you approach Kannon-dō, the main hall, then climb the steps and enter the worship area. If you’d like to make an offering, drop a coin into the wooden box at the top of the steps, put your hands together, and bow once. Kannon-dō was originally built by the third shogun (former military ruler of Japan), Tokugawa Iemitsu, and was a designated National Treasure before it was destroyed during WWII air raids – the structure that stands today was rebuilt in 1958. There is an altar in the temple’s outer sanctum, while the temple’s namesake, the Goddess Kannon, is enshrined within its inner sanctum (though the existence of her image within the temple is sometimes disputed).


QUICK BREAK

There’s no shortage of food and snacks along Nakamise-dōri. Ichiban-ya and Kimura-ya have been neighbourhood mainstays since the late 1800s.




Get Your Fortune Told

On New Year’s Day, drawing an omikuji – a written form of fortune telling – from the temple or shrine is a Japanese custom, though any time of year is a good time to find out what your fortune may be. Just outside Kannon-dō and within the main hall, you’ll see silver canisters placed before shelves laden with tiny drawers. Drop ¥100 into the collection box, then give the silver canister a shake and flip it upside down so that a stick juts out of a hole at the bottom. Note the character written on the stick, insert it back into the canister, and find the drawer with the corresponding character and open it – your fortune lies within. If your fortune is good, you may keep it. Otherwise, tie the slip of paper in a knot on a nearby rack to ward off the misfortune.


HATSU-MōDE

The first temple or shrine visit of the year is called hatsu-mōde, and is a huge part of Japanese new year celebrations for many locals. On New Year’s Eve, worshippers begin to gather at Sensō-ji, where a temple bell is rung 108 times at midnight to signal the coming of the new year.



More Shrines & Temples

Outside the temple’s main hall is a five-storey pagoda; the original structure was built in 942 along with the original Kaminari-mon, though the one that stands here now is a recreation following destruction during WWII. Once considered to be one of the city’s finest pagodas during the Edo period, it was an important landmark of Asakusa and appeared often in art at the time. The top storey of the tower houses a Śarīra – a relic of the Buddha’s remains.

Also within the compounds of Sensō-ji are smaller temples and shrines. Some, like the modest Yakushi-dō that sits across a small bridge, are original structures dating from the 17th century.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Tokyo Skytree

At 634m, Tokyo Skytree (東京スカイツリー) is the tallest tower in Japan and a majestic symbol of the city. It functions mainly as a telecommunications and broadcasting tower, but the observation decks offer sweeping views of the entire metropolis of Tokyo and beyond, and there’s enough to do here to fill up a whole day.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Purchase a timed ticket online to skip the queue at the venue. Slightly discounted bundle deal tickets for other nearby attractions are also available online.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to purchase tickets to the Tokyo Skytree in advance.



A Bird’s-Eye View of Tokyo

There are two observation decks on Tokyo Skytree: one at 350m and another at 450m. It costs extra to access both, but the view of the Sumida River snaking across the metropolis you get from 450m above ground is worth the price. The best time to go is just before sunset – head up while it’s light to see Tokyo in all its glory, then watch the city lights turn on as the sun creeps below the horizon. There’s also a bar and cafe to sit in and admire the views.

Family-Friendly Fun

Pair your trip to the observation deck with a stop at Tokyo Solamachi, the mall attached to Tokyo Skytree. Apart from shops (over 300 mostly midrange Japanese and international brands) and restaurants, the Sumida Aquarium, Postal Museum, a planetarium and a host of other attractions are also within the building. However, if you only have time for a quick stop, head to the 4th floor where you’ll find the Pokémon Centre, Kirby Café, and shops that carry Japan-exclusive products and cool souvenirs to take home, like plastic food models and handcrafted knives.
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1Top Experiences

 Sensō-jiD1

 Tokyo SkytreeF2




1Experiences

1KakimoriA5

2Almost PerfectA5

3RENB5

4Leaves Coffee ApartmentD5

5Dandelion ChocolateB5

6Ryōgoku KokugikanC7

7Tomoegata ChankoC8

8Edo-Tokyo MuseumD8




5Eating

9Daikokuya TempuraD2

10Teuchi-soba TōwadaD2

11Ume-to-HoshiD2

12Komagata DozeuD4

13HasegawaD8

14Misojyu SolamachiF3

15MomonjiyaC8

16Kappou YoshibaD6




6Drinking

17Hatōya AsakusaF1

18Kissa HangetsuB5

19Sukemasa CoffeeD1

20SuzukienD1

21Up to You CoffeeB1

22Tokyo Riverside DistilleryC5

23Kamiya BarD2




7Shopping

24Seisuke KnifeD2

25Kappabashi-dōriB2

26SyuRoA5

27Nakamura Tea Life StoreB5

28Ganso Shokuhin Sample-yaB1









EXPERIENCES

Shop Crafts & Drink Coffee in KuramaeSHOPPING & COFFEE

Despite its proximity to ever-bustling Asakusa, Kuramae is quiet, even on weekends. This neighbourhood is where many artisans and craftspeople have their studios, and many small factories and manufacturers are headquartered here, giving Kuramae a reputation of being a ‘maker’s town’. If you appreciate great design and love elegant, handmade items, you’re sure to find something here.

Popular shops in the area include the premium stationery store Kakimori map Google map (カキモリ), offering custom-made notebooks, minimalist stationery and fountain pens. Here you can also pick up a free illustrated map of the neighbourhood, though it’s only in Japanese. Creative space Almost Perfect map Google map has an English neighbourhood map, available at almostperfect .jp/ map. For simple, durable and beautifully designed leather bags head to REN map Google map, where plastic and metal are kept to a minimum in their designs.

Shops and studios in the area are rather spread out, so it’s best to allocate extra time to navigate and explore. Look around in the afternoon, then take a break at one of the neighbourhood’s cafes, like Leaves Coffee Apartment map Google map or Dandelion Chocolate map Google map.

Watch a Sumo Match at Ryōgoku Kokugikan SUMO

map Google map

Standing by the banks of the Sumida River, Ryōgoku Kokugikan is Japan’s national sumo wrestling stadium. For 15 days in January, May and September each year, the giant fighters step onto the sacred dohyō (wrestling ring) here to fight, all in a bid to move up the ranks.

You’ll know it’s tournament season when you see colourful flags called nobori hoisted on bamboo sticks along the stadium’s exterior – these have the fighters’ names written on them, with the name of their sponsor underneath. Tickets for each tournament go on sale roughly one month before the day of the event on the Japan Sumo Association (sumo .or .jp/ en) website, with regular arena seating and box seats closer to the dohyō up for grabs. If you don’t manage to snag a ticket before they’re sold out, 400 general admission tickets go on sale at 8am at the stadium’s box office on the day of the tournament. These tickets are cheaper than the ones sold online, but you’ll have to go early to line up.

Try Chanko-Nabe in RyōgokuDINING

Like all athletes, sumo wrestlers eat lots of protein- and nutrient-rich foods, the most well-known being chanko-nabe, a hotpot dish that has become synonymous with the sumo diet. Something that is often misunderstood, however, is that chanko simply refers to the meals the wrestlers take, and isn’t actually the name of the dish itself. In fact, there are technically no rules as to what makes a chanko-nabe – it can be salt-, soy- or miso-based and can contain any ingredient, though the staples are meatballs, Chinese cabbage and udon.

There are restaurants in which to try chanko-nabe all around Ryōgoku – some, like Tomoegata Chanko, are run by former rikishi (sumo wrestlers), so you know you’re getting the real deal. These are, of course, rather large meals and are best enjoyed in a group of at least two. On tournament days, the downstairs banquet hall at the stadium serves bowls of chanko-nabe at just ¥500 each.

Celebrate a Festival in Asakusa FESTIVALS

If you find yourself in town during matsuri (festival) season, then you’re in for a treat. Taking place a few times over the year, many of these festivals are grand affairs that draw massive crowds; in Tokyo, few are bigger and more extravagant than those in Asakusa.

One of the major events early in the year is Setsubun at Sensō-ji, marking the beginning of spring one day in February. It’s a Japanese custom to throw beans on this day – a ritual believed to ward away demons and bad luck; notable figures and even celebrities get involved, flinging beans off a raised platform to the crowds below. There’s also a special dance, with performers dressed as the Seven Gods of Good Fortune.

Another festival not to be missed is the spirited Sanja Matsuri, a Shintō festival dedicated to the founders of Sensō-ji. The May festival involves volunteers who carry a mikoshi (portable shrine) through the streets, accompanied by crowds and lots of mischief.


EDO-TOKYO MUSEUM

Next to Ryōgoku Kokugikan is arguably Tokyo’s best history museum: the Edo-Tokyo Museum map Google map. Detailing the history of Tokyo beginning from the Edo period to the modern day, the museum is an essential visit for anyone interested in getting a more in-depth understanding of the city and how it’s been shaped by history. It has been closed for renovations for some time but is scheduled to reopen in 2025. In the meantime, you can see a life-sized recreation of Nihonbashi bridge, plus the museum’s many displays and dioramas, on the website.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

¥ Budget ¥¥ Midrange ¥¥¥ Top End
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Eating

Traditional Japanese Meals

Daikokuya Tempura; ¥¥

map Google map

Historical tempura restaurant near Sensō-ji. Tempura is served on a bed of rice and drenched in the restaurant’s special dark sauce. Expect a queue. 11am-8pm

Teuchi-soba Tōwada; ¥

map Google map

Soba handmade with buckwheat from Tōwada in Aomori Prefecture, and cave water from Iwate Prefecture’s Ryūsendō. Near Nakamise-dōri. 11.20am-8pm Tue-Sun

Ume-to-Hoshi; ¥

map Google map

Restaurant specialising in umeboshi (pickled plum). The ‘omoto-mikuji’ meal leaves what you eat up to the gods, as you pick a rice scoop that will determine which meal you get. 9am-5pm Tue-Sun

Komagata Dozeu; ¥¥

map Google map

This 200-year-old restaurant dates back to the Edo period. The signature dish here is the dojō nabe – a hotpot swimming with freshwater loaches. 11am-8.30pm Tue-Sun

Hasegawa; ¥¥

map Google map

Fatty, decadent slices of tonkatsu (fried pork cutlets) with fluffy rice and a heaping mountain of cabbage are served at this popular Ryōgoku restaurant. 11.30am-3pm & 5-10.30pm Mon-Fri, from 11am Sat & Sun

Misojyu Solamachi; ¥

map Google map

Skip the queues at the original store in Asakusa, and go to the branch at Tokyo Solamachi instead. Hearty miso soups are paired with onigiri (rice ball). 9am-10pm

Hotpot

Momonjiya; ¥¥

map Google map

Historical Ryōgoku restaurant family-run for 10 generations and specialising in wild boar hotpot. Look out for the taxidermised boars out front. 5-9pm Mon-Sat

Kappou Yoshiba; ¥¥

map Google map

Former sumo stable turned restaurant – there’s still a practice ring in the dining hall. The go-to order here is chanko-nabe, and performances are held nightly. 5-10pm Mon-Sat

Tomoegata Chanko; ¥¥

map Google map

Friendly and accessible chanko-nabe restaurant near Ryōgoku Station, founded by former rikishi, Tomoegata. Look out for sumo-related memorabilia. 11.30am-3pm & 5-10.30pm Mon-Fri, 4.30-10pm Sat & Sun
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Drinking

Coffee & Matcha

Hatōya Asakusa

map Google map

Tea stand serving seriously strong matcha lattes, drinks and sweets measured and whisked before your eyes. Get it to-go and enjoy at the nearby park along the banks of the Sumida River. 11am-6pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun


Kissa Hangetsu

map Google map

A beautiful, modern kissaten (Japanese-style cafe) in Kuramae with freshly roasted coffee and delectable cakes. The coffee comes from its own roastery next door. noon-6.30pm

Sukemasa Coffee

map Google map

Get a sandwich generously laden with fruit or a thick tamago-sando (egg and mayo sandwich) to go with your drink at this hip coffee shop opposite Asakusa’s Hanayashiki amusement park. 11am-6pm Wed-Mon

Suzukien

map Google map

Teahouse in Asakusa famous for its matcha gelato that comes in seven levels of intensity. The strongest gelato is a striking dark green. The lines here get long! 11am-5pm

Up to You Coffee

map Google map

A cuppa that’s also a work of art – barista Takehiro Okudaira is a latte-art world champion. Cakes and cannelés are also available. 10am-6pm

Bars

Tokyo Riverside Distillery

map Google map

What at first glance looks like a coffee kiosk in Kuramae is actually a shop selling gin made from sake lees and other alcohol that might otherwise go to waste. There’s a cocktail bar upstairs. 1-7pm Wed-Sun

Kamiya Bar

map Google map

Tokyo’s oldest Western-style bar, running since 1880. Famous for their ‘Denki Bran’ – a mix of brandy, gin, wine, curaçao and herbs whose proportions remain secret to this day. 11am-9pm Wed-Mon
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Shopping

Homeware

Seisuke Knife

map Google map

A large selection of glinting and colourful kitchen knives, in Shin-Nakamise shopping street near Sensō-ji. They have English-speaking staff. 10.30am-6pm

Kappabashi-dōri

map Google map

Find cheap, quality cookware, knives and other kitchen gadgets at the shops lining this street dedicated solely to kitchenware. hours vary

SyuRo

map Google map

Homeware store stocked with pieces by local artisans that are built to last. Products range from interior accents to personal care items. noon-6pm, closed irregularly

Souvenirs

Nakamura Tea Life Store

map Google map

The tea leaves sold here are all organic and come directly from the owner’s farm in Shizuoka Prefecture, a region known for its tea. The tea comes in cool tin canisters too! noon-6pm Tue-Sun

Ganso Shokuhin Sample-ya

map Google map

Try your hand at making the food samples found in front of so many Tokyo restaurants (Japanese only) or purchase a kit to try it yourself at home. 10am-5.30pm
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Family Travel

Navigating Tokyo’s dense metropolitan landscape with kids can seem overwhelming. The general lack of space takes getting used to, but, luckily, safety is top-notch and many places in the city are equipped with nursing rooms and other facilities.



Eating Out

The go-to dining spots for families with young children are family restaurants. They’re reasonably priced and are equipped with spacious booths made to seat small groups, and typically have a large menu that includes Western and Japanese dishes. Kids’ menus are always available here. Popular chains in Tokyo include Royal Host, Denny’s and Saizeriya.



Facilities

Malls and department stores typically have baby rooms equipped with a changing table, microwave and seats for resting. Multipurpose toilets with baby chairs and changing tables are also available at stations and some tourist attractions. Family restaurants and some larger restaurants will have highchairs available – ask for a ‘baby chair’. Nappies and other baby products are readily available at any drugstore, though brands and ingredients will be listed in Japanese.


TOKYO’S KIDS

Japanese schoolchildren are famously independent and navigate their way to and from school without adult supervision. It is quite normal to see young children crossing the street or riding the train by themselves.



Ticket Prices

Tickets to most attractions and public transport for children under 12 are typically half-priced, and often free for those under five.


Breastfeeding

Breastfeeding in public is quite rare, with breastfeeding parents usually opting to use baby rooms found in malls.



Prams on Public Transport

If taking a pram (stroller) onto the train, aim for the front or back of the carriages where there’s more space. There are also carriages with more space for wheelchairs and prams – look for markings on the platform floor.






Accommodation

Staying in Tokyo isn’t cheap, but there are thankfully plenty of options around the city that cater to every budget.


Where to Stay If You Love…

Fashion, Nightlife & Style

Shibuya Easiest access to the city’s trendiest shops plus lots of food options and a lively drinking and clubbing scene. Very convenient, but also very crowded.


OUR PICK

We Love to Stay In...

Shinjuku Most train lines run through Shinjuku Station, as do buses to/from the city’s airports and other parts of the country. You also get to pick from a large range of hotels, from bare-bones capsule hotels to luxury accommodation. This neighbourhood has endless things to do including shopping and all-night partying.



Lively Downtown Vibes

Asakusa & Sumida River This is a heavily touristed area with lots of hotels and hostels near major daytime attractions, lively bars and casual restaurants. Fewer convenient transport links.

High-End Shopping & Dining

Ginza & Tsukiji Tokyo’s most upscale neighbourhood, Ginza has some luxury accommodation and cool boutique hotels. Hotel options in Tsukiji are more limited.

Museums & Culture

Ueno & Yanesen Ueno has a good range of options around the park and museums, and transport links are excellent. Yanesen has smaller inns, but is less convenient.


HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN

Capsule hotel per person from ¥5000

Business hotel from ¥10,000

Ryokan per person from ¥10,000



Design & Architecture

Marunouchi & Nihombashi Lots of luxury hotels and some modern ryokan near some of the city’s most interesting buildings and upscale shopping malls. Well connected to public transport.






Food, Drink & Nightlife

Allergies & Intolerances

If dining at a more upscale restaurant, you’ll likely be asked if you have any allergies or intolerances when you order. Menus at chain restaurants may include notes on potential allergens, but not all dining establishments in the city will have this. Packaged food will always have allergens clearly marked, albeit in Japanese.

HOW TO SAY

I have an allergy Arerugī ga arimasu

Nuts Nattsu

Seafood Shīfūdo

Dairy products Nyūseihin


HOW TO ASK...

Is this gluten free?

Kore wa guruten-furī desuka?

Does this contain nuts?

Kore niwa nattsu ga haitte-imasu-ka?

Can you please remove (ingredient)?

(Ingredient) nuki de, dekimasuka?




THE ALMIGHTY KONBINI

Tokyo’s well-stocked convenience stores (konbini for short) are in a league of their own. With shelves lined with rice balls, tea, fried chicken, ramen and more, you’ll be able to pull together a meal as healthy or as junky as you please. There are ready-made meals too that can be heated up in-store.



Serving Sizes

Some dishes, like rice or ramen, often come in different serving sizes and you may be asked your preference when ordering. Ōmori means extra, and namimori denotes the typical serving size. Certain restaurants offer refills (usually of noodles or rice); to ask, say ‘Okawari, onegaishimasu’ (refill, please).

How to… Pay the Bill

Payment before meals usually works through vending machines, where you select and pay for your dish of choice. The machine then issues a meal ticket to be handed to restaurant staff. This is common at ramen restaurants and many popular budget diners like Yoshinoya. It’s common for vending machines to take cash only.

At midrange restaurants, you may be brought a receipt or bill, called a denpyō, when your food is served. Take these to the cashier to pay on your way out of the restaurant.

If you don’t get a denpyō (usually at higher-end restaurants), you pay at the table. Say ‘O-kaikei onegaishimasu’ (bill, please).


PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to the average cost of a standard meal per person.

¥ less than ¥2000

¥¥ ¥2000–5000

¥¥¥ more than ¥5000




OPENING HOURS

Cafes 7am to 11pm

Restaurants 11am to 10pm, some may stay open later on weekends

Fast-food joints 24 hours
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Going Out

Bars and karaoke The typical night out in Tokyo may involve beers and food at an izakaya (Japanese pub-eatery) followed by more drinks and karaoke once bars open up later in the evening. There’s no shortage of izakaya, bars or karaoke boxes anywhere in the city, but Shinjuku and Shibuya are the most popular for all-night fun.

The club scene Most clubs are concentrated in the neighbourhoods of Shibuya and Roppongi. The latter has larger clubs and draws in more of an expat crowd, while younger partiers tend to prefer Shibuya.

When to go Bars start filling up after 9pm, and clubs after 11pm. If you’re out past midnight, prepare to stay out all night until the trains resume, or shell out for a taxi.

Cover charges Many bars take a cover charge of between ¥500 and ¥1000. Clubs charge between ¥1000 and ¥4000 with a drink ticket included.


HOW MUCH FOR

Ramen
¥800

Gyūdon (beef bowl)
¥600

Sushi per person
¥2000 for cheap, ¥5000 for midrange, over ¥10,000 for high-end

Nama-bīru (beer)
¥600

Coffee
¥500

Teishoku (set meal)
¥1000

Onigiri (rice ball)
¥150








LGBTIQ+ Travellers

While discrimination is rare and high levels of safety can be expected, societal attitudes towards the LGBTIQ+ community tend to be reserved outside of neighbourhoods like Shinjuku Nichōme.


Shinjuku Nichōme

Despite being one of the world’s densest cities, the only entertainment district specifically geared towards LGBTIQ+ folks is Shinjuku Nichōme, often referred to as Nichōme for short. Though the area occupies a relatively small footprint, there’s a high concentration of bars and clubs here, ranging from casual bars to themed clubs centred around certain interests or fetishes. If you don’t know where to begin, hit up a friendly bar like Aiiro Cafe, where locals and expats tend to start the evening – they have happy-hour prices and English-speaking staff. The atmosphere of Nichōme is warm and welcoming, and locals are always eager to meet travellers. However, some smaller bars may only accept regular customers or turn away non-Japanese-speaking clients.

Need to Know

All-gender bathrooms are becoming increasingly available, but can still be sparse. If unavailable, all-purpose bathrooms may be used.

Japanese society tends to avoid public displays of affection, regardless of gender or sexuality.


TOKYO RAINBOW PRIDE

Japan’s biggest Pride event takes place over three days at Yoyogi Park in late April. Community members and allies celebrate the occasion with a parade, performances and more.




OUR PICK

Nichōme Highlights

Goldfinger Nichōme’s most well-known lesbian bar. Open to all folks, but it is women-only on Saturdays.

Dragon Men A fun bar near the entrance to Nichōme with a dance floor where pop hits are usually playing.

Arty Farty Small (and a little grungey) but popular club that gets very lively on weekends.

AiSOTOPE Lounge Dance club and event space with themed nights and sometimes performances.




PRIDEHOUSE TOKYO LEGACY

A community centre offering resources and a safe space for all members of the LGBTIQ+ community. See their bilingual Instagram page for news and the latest events and meetups (@pridehousetokyo).
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Health & Safe Travel

Tokyo is exceedingly safe. Crime and theft are rare, though stay vigilant when it comes to petty scams and natural disasters.


Earthquakes

Tokyo experiences periodic tremors, but large-magnitude earthquakes are rare. Most buildings in the city are reinforced against earthquakes and evacuation is rarely necessary. In the event of a major earthquake and other disasters, you should automatically receive alerts on your phone. Follow evacuation instructions – usually to a nearby park, school or community centre. If you are indoors, open the doors immediately, then hide under furniture. The multi-lingual Safety Tips app could also come in handy.


SUMMER HEAT

Every summer, heatstroke is a real threat to health in Japan. Temperatures frequently reach above 35°C in July and August, coupled with very high humidity. If out and about, make sure to have a hat, parasol and sweat-wicking clothing, and hydrate frequently – tap water is safe to drink.




Touts

Ignore people touting cheap izakaya or clubs, particularly in Shinjuku and Shibuya. Touting is illegal, but common.



Typhoons

July to October is typhoon season, with most typhoons occurring around September. Expect strong winds and heavy rains that can disrupt business operations, and cause floods and delays to public transport – sometimes up to the next day. Heed warnings and stay indoors at your accommodation. Check the Japan Meteorological Agency (jma.go.jp) for updates.


HEALTHCARE

In the event of illness or emergency, call the 24-hour Japan Visitor Hotline on 050-3816-2787 for assistance in English. We also recommend purchasing travel insurance that covers medical care.




QUICK INFO

Privacy

Taking pictures of people in public is generally frowned upon.

Drugs

Possession of drugs, including marijuana, is illegal.

Public Nuisance

Be respectful and avoid acts that may draw undue attention to yourself.








Responsible Travel

Follow these tips to leave a lighter footprint, support local and have a positive impact on communities.


Low-Impact Travel

Tokyo’s well-connected public transport system helps limit your carbon emissions and make quick, long-distance travel a breeze. However, much of the city can also be seen on foot or by bike, especially in central Tokyo. Stations are often within a 20-minute walk from each other or less, and you can discover a lot by choosing to walk. Bike shares are also available across the city via Docomo Bike Share.

Separating Your Trash

General waste is divided into two categories: burnable and non-burnable. Organic waste, napkins and soiled plastic are burnable, while clean plastic is non-burnable.

[image: jpg]
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OUR PICK

A Sustainable Meal

Enjoy farm-to-table goodness at Kanda’s Sustainable Kitchen Rosy, where every ingredient is organic and sustainably sourced from local producers. Reservations required.



Good Ways to Hydrate

Vending machines are everywhere in the city, but Tokyo’s tap water is also safe to drink. Pack a refillable bottle. If you prefer filtered water, get the MyMizu app to find refill spots. Lifestyle store Muji also has water refill stations at most of their outlets.

Resources

● zenbird.media News and stories focused on sustainable initiatives and social issues in Japan. ● japanmeetings.org/why-japan/sustainability From the Japan National Tourism Organisation. ● sustainable.japantimes.com Latest news on sustainability in Japan.


SHOP FRESH & LOCAL

The UN University in Aoyama hosts a farmers market every weekend, where vendors from across the country bring in their own produce. Visit for a chance to sample the best seasonal offerings, and get to know the people behind it all.



Shop Secondhand

Thrift shops in Tokyo are frequently trendy, curated stores like those popular in Kōenji or Harajuku that are often just stocked with overpriced, imported threads. If you’re looking for a real bargain on secondhand clothing, look for a budget thrift shop like Tanpopo House – there’s one in Ueno.

Secondhand kimonos can also be found around Tokyo, either in regular thrift stores or speciality kimono shops. Though some can be very old, high-quality kimono fabric can often be repurposed into other wearable pieces. Try sifting through some at Miyoshi-ya, in the basement of Nakano Broadway.


VOLUNTEERING

Tokyo River Friends is a bilingual river cleanup initiative where volunteers gather to pick up rubbish along Tokyo’s rivers once or twice a month.

See upcoming cleanup events and details using this QR code.
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Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when travelling, and the importance of making changes where we can. Lonely Planet urges all travellers to engage with their travel carbon footprint. Many airlines and booking sites offer travellers the option of offsetting the impact of greenhouse gas emissions by contributing to climate-friendly initiatives around the world.

There are many carbon calculators online that allow travellers to estimate the carbon emissions generated by their journey; try resurgence.org using the QR code, right.
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Accessible Travel

Public Transport

Wheelchair users can board city buses using an access ramp – the driver will get off and set this up, then rearrange seats to accommodate the wheelchair. Some train cars have designated spaces for wheelchair users and have a smaller gap on the platform for ease of access. Otherwise, station staff will assist you in getting on and off the train.


OUR PICK

The kabuki theatre Kabuki-za makes Japan’s most well-known art form accessible to all, with infrastructure that accommodates individuals with visual, hearing and mobility impairments. There are broad pathways and designated areas in the main theatre for wheelchair users, and audio and translation devices for the show are available for rent. The spacious basement floor has a wide range of Japan-themed souvenirs and crafts, along with bentō and other food offerings that create an easily accessible and immersive cultural experience.



Taxis

Larger taxis that resemble London’s black cabs can accommodate small wheelchairs. They’re quite commonly found around Tokyo, but if you need help hailing a ride, use the GO taxi app, which allows riders to specify vehicle type based on accessibility needs.


MULTIPURPOSE TOILETS

Large, wheelchair-accessible multipurpose toilets are available at stations, department stores, museums and other public areas. They feature handrails, emergency call buttons and sink for ostomy-bag users.



Accommodation

Budget business and luxury hotels in Tokyo typically have one to several barrier-free rooms, but they may not be available at older hotels or ryokan.


STATIONS

Train stations are generally accessible and are equipped with tactile paving and elevators. Be sure to notify station staff before you board the train and they can arrange for staff to meet you at your destination.



Resources

● accessible-japan.com The most comprehensive guide to accessible travel in Japan, including reviews, hotel listings and tours.
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Nuts & Bolts

Opening Hours

Bars, clubs and restaurants may have extended opening hours on weekends, and may close early on Sundays. Some local businesses take Wednesdays off.

Cafes 7am–10.30pm

Bars 6pm–3am or later

Clubs 10pm–4am or later

Museums 10am–5pm

Restaurants 11am–2pm and 5–11pm

Shops 10am–8pm

Banks 9am–3pm Monday–Friday

Supermarkets 8am–9pm or later


営業中
(Eigyōchū)

Open

準備中
(Jyunbichū)

Closed




QUICK INFO

Time zone GMT+9

City calling code +81

Emergency number 119

Population 13.9 million




ELECTRICITY
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100V (50Hz)



Public Holidays

Some businesses may be closed for an extended period during the Obon (13–15 August) and year-end holidays.

New Year’s Day 1 January

Coming of Age Day 2nd Monday in January

National Foundation Day 11 February

Emperor’s Birthday 23 February

Shōwa Day 29 April

Constitution Day 3 May

Green Day 4 May

Children’s Day 5 May

Marine Day 3rd Monday in July

Mountain Day 11 August

Respect for the Aged Day 3rd Monday in September

Sports Day 2nd Monday in October

Culture Day 3 November

Labour Thanksgiving Day 23 November

Smoking

Smoking (including vaping and electronic cigarettes) is prohibited except in designated smoking areas. Malls, some cafes and commercial buildings have smoking rooms. Unless specified otherwise, bars and clubs usually allow smoking indoors. If you need an ashtray, say ‘Haizara, onegaishimasu’.






Language

Fast Phrases

How are you?

お元気ですか?
o·gen·ki desu ka

Fine. And you?

はい元気です。あなたは?
hai, gen·ki desu a·na·ta wa

Do you speak English?

英語が 話せますか?
ē·go ga ha·na·se·masu ka

I’d like to reserve a table for (two)

(2人)の予約をお願いします
(fu·ta·ri) no yo·ya·ku wo o·ne·gai shi·masu

I’d like (the menu)

(メニュー)をお願いします
(me·nyū) wo o·ne·gai shi·masu

I don’t eat (red meat)

(赤身の肉)は食べません
(a·ka·mi no ni·ku)wa ta·be·ma·sen

That was delicious

おいしかった
oy·shi·kat·ta

Please bring the bill

お勘定をください
o·kan·jō wo ku·da·sai


Basics

Hello

こんにちは
kon·ni·chi·wa

Goodbye

さようなら
sa·yō·na·ra

Yes

はい
hai

No

いいえ
ī·e

Please

ください
ku·da·sai

Thank you

ありがとう
a·ri·ga·tō

Excuse me

すみません
su·mi·ma·sen

Sorry

ごめんなさい
go·men·na·sai

Cheers!

乾杯!
kan·pai




GOOD TO KNOW

Japanese pronunciation is easy for English speakers, as most of its sounds are also found in English. Note though that it’s important to make the distinction between short and long vowels, as vowel length can change the meaning of a word. The long vowels (ā, ē, ī, ō, ū) should be held twice as long as the short ones. All syllables in a word are pronounced fairly evenly in Japanese. If you read our pronunciation guides as if they were English, you’ll be understood.



Time & Numbers


	What time is it?	何時ですか?	nan·ji desu ka

	It’s (10) o’clock	(10)時です	(jū)·ji desu

	morning	朝	a·sa

	afternoon	午後	go·go

	evening	夕方	yū·ga·ta

	yesterday	きのう	ki·nō

	today	今日	kyō

	tomorrow	明日	a·shi·ta



Signs


	Entrance	入口

	Exit	出口

	Information	インフォメーション

	Danger	危険

	Toilets	トイレ

	Men	男

	Women	女




EMERGENCIES


	Help!	たすけて!
tasu·ke·te

	Go away!	離れろ!
ha·na·re·ro

	Call the police!	警察を呼んで!
kē·sa·tsu wo yon·de

	Call a doctor!	医者を呼んで!
i·sha wo yon·de

	I’m lost.	迷いました
ma·yo·i·mashita

	I’m ill.	私は病気です
wa·ta·shi wa byō·ki desu

	It hurts here.	ここが痛いです。
ko·ko ga i·tai des

	Where are the toilets?	トイレはどこですか?	toi·re wa doko desu ka






Numbers

1

一 i·chi

2

二 ni

3

三 san

4

四 shi/yon

5

五 go

6

六 ro·ku

7

七 shi·chi/na·na

8

八 ha·chi

9

九 ku/kyū

10

十 jū








Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travelers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you are happy to have your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/legal.
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