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The Journey Begins Here
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There’s a hallyu (Korean Wave) sweeping the world and Seoul is its unstoppable source. Fashion- and technology-forward, but also deeply traditional, this dynamic city is a place where you can explore ancient palaces, shop at all-night markets, hike verdant mountain trails and try some of the world’s most delicious cuisine. Eye-popping architecture, superb museums, brilliantly designed parks, beautiful temples, and cocktail-fuelled nights partying on neon-soaked streets to a catchy K-Pop beat are among the many experiences that make Seoul an Asian urban superstar.
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Simon Richmond

simonrichmond.com

Simon has been a frequent visitor to Seoul since he lived in Japan in the early 1990s. He’s a long-established writer of guidebooks, including past editions of Korea and Seoul for Lonely Planet.
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Ann Babe

@ann_e_babe

Ann is a Korean-American writer whose work about Korea has appeared in Wired, Kinfolk, Rest of World and others. She wrote the Itaewon & Yongsan-gu, Western Seoul and Gangnam & Southern Seoul chapters.






THE BEST

Culinary Experiences

Discovering the expansive and delicious range of Korean cuisine is one of Seoul’s great pleasures. Restaurants, cafes, street stalls and markets are scattered throughout every neighbourhood with options to suit all budgets and tastes.
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Arrive at Noryangjin Fish Market around midnight to catch the seafood auctions, then buy the freshest catch for a late-night feast.
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Crunch into crispy golden mung-bean pancakes (pictured) and slurp down hand-cut noodles at the street-food stalls of Gwangjang Market.

Breakfast on mouthwatering breads and pastries, washed down with superior lattes, at Onion.

Cruise homely Korean joints, fine-dining restaurants, wine and cocktail bars, and rooftop lounges clustered in Haebangchon’s revived Sinheung Market.

Feast on neo-Korean dishes at Jungsik, where the signature dessert is a green-tea mousse (pictured) shaped like Jeju island’s rock statues.

[image: jpg]

TOP PHOTO CORPORATION/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©





THE BEST

Architectural Experiences

Seoul’s built landscape is an eclectic hotchpotch, including Joseon-dynasty palaces and shrines, charming early-20th-century hanok (traditional wooden homes), and contemporary buildings that look like they’ve been beamed in from another planet.
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Marvel at Dongdaemun Design Plaza & Park (pictured), a futuristic building that’s a 21st-century cultural hub for Seoul.
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Admire the graceful Gyeonghoeru pavilion reflected in an artificial lake on the grounds of Gyeongbokgung, Seoul’s largest royal palace.

Walk through solemn, Unesco–listed Jongmyo, an Confucian shrine housing the spirits of Joseon royalty.

Slip back in time in Bukchon, to an age when Seoulites lived in timber hanok with graceful tiled roofs and courtyard gardens.

Gaze up at the 555m Lotte World Tower, South Korea’s tallest building, with a tapered design inspired by traditional Korean arts.
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THE BEST

Outdoors Experiences

Seoul’s hard-built edges are softened by creatively designed urban parks, ancient and modern gardens, and the low-level mountains that encircle the city. Lace up your hiking boots or get on a bike to discover it all.
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Tour Changdeokgung’s Secret Garden (pictured), a glade dotted with royal pavilions, ornamental ponds and poetry-inscribed rocks.
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Decompress on the footpaths of the Cheong-gye-cheon, a landscaped stream teaming with wildlife.

Discover nearly 200 sculptures by global artists scattered across

Olympic Park, the site of the 1988 summer Olympic Games.

Walk beside rebuilt sections of Seoul’s ancient stone City Wall up to the peak of Namsan (pictured), crowned by N Seoul Tower.
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Enjoy views from Seoullo 7017, an old overpass beautifully refashioned into a promenade of plants and street art.





THE BEST

Pop Culture Experiences

As the epicentre of hallyu (the Korean Wave), Seoul is a city of K-Pop dance routines, cutting-edge fashions, innovative beauty products, and locations used for hit Korean films and TV dramas.
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Sample Korean cosmetics and skincare at Beauty Play, then shop for a new K-fashion look in the emporiums of Myeong-dong.

[image: jpg]

KELLI HAYDEN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Have your fortune told, sing in a noraebang (karaoke room) and enjoy the wild street party exuberance of Hongdae.

Get all dressed up in elaborate wigs, hats and sunglasses and pose for selfies on the K-Pop video sets of HiKR Ground.

Experience all things K-Pop, including learning dance routines and having singing lessons at Ktown4u in the COEX Artium.

Do the horse trot at the Gangnam Style Sculpture dedicated to the dance routine in Psy’s legendary music video.

[image: jpg]

MARIDAV/SHUTTERSTOCK ©





THE BEST

Arts & Culture Experiences

Seoul’s museums and galleries are world-class with superbly presented exhibitions, often in architecturally significant buildings. There are plenty of other ways to tap into Korean culture, from learning to make kimchi to traditional teas.
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Be charmed by the engaging exhibitions on Korean culture at the National Folk Museum of Korea.

Admire beautiful objects, from inlaid furniture to embroidered screens, at Seoul Museum of Craft Arts.

Sign up for the half-day Templestay programs at either Jogye-saor Bongeun-sa to learn a little about Korean Buddhist practices.

Survey visual-art creativity at the Leeum Museum of Art, including works by Nam June Paik and Kim Whan-ki.

Sip infusions, nibble traditional sweets and admire the gardens of the hanok teahouse Suyeon Sanbang.





Best for Kids

Ride a fairy-tale carousel, fly into the sky in a hot-air balloon, and get spun around on Magic Island at Lotte World, Seoul’s premier amusement park.

Learn all about South Korea’s most beloved cartoon characters, and dip into an extensive library of comics and graphic novels at the Seoul Animation Center.

Drop by COEX Aquarium to view 650 species of more than 20,000 sea animals, including sharks swimming in Korea’s largest shark aquarium.

Play sailors at Seoul Battleship Park, which includes Frigate Seoul, a decommissioned battleship floating on the Han River alongside a submarine and speedboat.

Search out the sika deer enclosure and adventure playgrounds of Seoul Forest, one of the city’s most family-friendly parks.





Best for Free

View all the cutting-edge art and installations for nothing at MMCA Seoul after 6pm on Wednesdays and Saturdays.

Check out an incredible scale model of Seoul at the Seoul Museum of History, then walk to the nearby Donuimun Museum Village where former restaurants and other buildings celebrate the neighbourhood.

Watch the changing-of-the-guard ceremonies at Deoksugung, afterwards posing for photos with the costumed participants.

Make detours from Seoullo 7017 to discover creative art installations at Docking Seoul and interesting exhibitions at Culture Station Seoul 284.

Set out for a picnic in World Cup Park, a beautifully designed park constructed atop a former landfill to commemorate the 2002 FIFA World Cup.







Three Perfect Days

There’s a lot to see and do in Seoul, so we’ve narrowed down the options for you by crafting some itineraries that focus on the best of the best.
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DAY ONE

Only Have One Day?

Morning

Arrive at Gwanghwamun, the main gate of Gyeongbokgung, by 10am to watch the changing of the guard. Tour the palace grounds and don’t miss the exhibitions of the National Folk Museum of Korea. Enjoy a quick lunch at Chosun Gimbap or a leisurely temple-cuisine banquet at Balwoo Gongyang.

Afternoon

Take in the views over hanok roofs on a walk around Bukchon. Join the late-afternoon tour at the Unesco-listed Jongmyo.

Evening

Stroll along the Cheong-gye-cheon towards Gwangjang Market (pictured) to dine on delicious Korean street food. Have a nightcap at Gye Young Bae.
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DAY TWO

A Weekend Trip

Morning

Learn about the Korean War at the War Memorial of Korea or dip into the contemporary art of the splendid Leeum Museum of Art. Stroll around and have lunch in Hannam-dong, home to K-Pop stars.

Afternoon

Climb Namsan to N Seoul Tower. It’s not a difficult walk, but if you don’t have the energy, there’s a cable car or a bus. It’s romantic watching sunset over the city from atop this central mountain.

Evening

Shop and graze on street food in Myeong-dong (pictured), then hit the neon-lit bars of Euljiro or sample the nightlife of Itaewon.
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DAY THREE

A Short Break

Morning

Enjoy the horticultural environments of a dozen countries at the Seoul Botanic Park (pictured). Go for a walk or cycle around the island of Yeouido.

Afternoon

Shop for lunch at Noryangjin, Seoul’s largest seafood market. Find some inner peace at the Buddhist temple Bongeun-sa. Get a handle on ‘Gangnam Style’ as you window-shop through affluent Cheongdam-dong.

Evening

Treat yourself to dinner at one of Gangnam’s flash restaurants, such as Mingles. Catch a concert at Seoul Arts Center or enjoy coloured lights rippling on the Han River from the cultural complex Some Sevit.
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If You Have More Time

Check out Dongdaemun Design Plaza & Park. Hike up to the Changsin Sungin Quarry Observatory. Have lunch at the grilled fish alley in Dongdaemun Market.

Walk east along the Cheong-gye-cheon to the Cheong-gye-cheon Museum, from where it’s a short bus or taxi ride to the herbal medicine market and Seoul K-Medi Center. Search out Starbucks Gyeongdong 1960 in nearby Gyeongdong Market. Sindang is a great spot for the evening with its stylish cafes and bars, and great street food at Jungang Market.

Hike Inwangsan along Seoul City Wall for fabulous city views, surreal rock formations and the other-worldly shamanistic rituals of Inwangsan Guksadang.

Reflect on the struggles of Koreans to overcome colonialism and create a modern country at Seodaemun Prison History Hall. Wrap it all up with the carnival atmosphere and youthful nightlife of Hongdae Street.
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A City Day Trip

For history buffs and collectors of unique experiences, a visit to the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), a buffer splitting South from North Korea, is not to be missed. Only 55km from Seoul, the trip here is easily organised via many tour companies who offer identical itineraries.

In the Joint Security Area (JSA) you can straddle the line between the two countries. However, this military post is not always open to the public, so you may have to be satisfied with peering at the heavily mined DMZ through binoculars at the Dora Observatory (pictured). Either way, the tension on the border is palpable.
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On a Rainy Day

Never mind if weather drives you indoors: Seoul has a multitude of excellent museums and galleries. Survey centuries of Korean history and art by dipping into the vast collection of the National Museum of Korea (pictured). Seoul Museum of Craft Arts and nearby MMCA Seoul provide dazzling overviews of Korean creativity, past and present.

Warm up further in the hot tubs and jjimjilbang of Insadong Spa & Sauna. Or cruise the retail offerings at the vast underground Starfield COEX Mall where you’ll also find the eye-candy Starfield Library and K-Pop showcase Ktown4u.
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Get Prepared


BOOK AHEAD

Two months before Start learning hangeul (the Korean phonetic alphabet) and train for hiking up mountains.

Three weeks before Plan your itinerary, check for festivals and events, book a DMZ tour and templestay program. Make reservations at top-end restaurants.

One week before Buy tickets to concerts. Reserve a local SIM card or portable router to pick up at the airport.



Manners Matter

A quick, short bow is most respectful for meetings and departures. Give or receive any object using both hands – especially name cards (an essential feature of doing business in Korea), money and gifts. Remove your shoes on entering a Korean home, guesthouse, temple or Korean-style restaurant.

Potentially awkward remarks or scenes should be quickly smoothed over. An argument or embarrassing situation should be avoided at all costs.

Dress Codes

Wrap up for snowy, cold winters. Spring days can be warm with sudden drops in temperature at night, when a light jacket comes in handy. Summer is hot and humid with occasional monsoon rains – wear waterproof shoes.

Any kind of outdoor activity, even walking up Namsan, sees many Koreans in full outdoor gear and hiking boots. Shorts and flip-flops will make you stand out as a foreigner.

Things to Know

Mondays Most museums and palaces are closed on Mondays. An exception is Gyeongbokgung, which is closed on Tuesdays.

Culture Day On the last Wednesday of the month, many tourist attractions offer free admission. There are also free or discounted tickets at theatres and some cinemas.

Tmoney Buy a reloadable Tmoney transport card. It will get you discounts on fares and allow you to switch bus or subway within half an hour with no or little additional cost. You can also use the credit in taxis and convenience stores.

Wi-fi Universal with free hotspots throughout the city. Hotels, cafes and restaurants generally offer free wi-fi too.

Public order Police in full riot gear are a not-uncommon sight in central Seoul. Keep well out of the way of any protests.


TIPPING

Tipping is neither required nor expected in South Korea.




DAILY BUDGET

BUDGET: Less than ₩100,000

• Dorm bed in hostel: ₩25,000–30,000

• Street-food snack: ₩2000–5000

• Beer: ₩5000

• Coffee: ₩4000–6000

• Subway/bus ticket: from ₩1400/1200

MIDRANGE: ₩100,000–300,000

• Private apartment or double room at hotel: ₩100,000–300,000

• Two-course dinner with drinks: ₩50,000–100,000

• Private gallery admission: ₩10,000–15,000

• Cookery class: ₩45,000–60,000

TOP END: More than ₩300,000

• Upmarket apartment or double in top-end hotel: from ₩300,000

• Gourmet multi-course dinner with drinks pairing: ₩300,000

• Theatre ticket (best seats): ₩70,000




Currency

Korean won (₩)

Language

Korean, English

Time

GMT/UTC plus nine hours. No daylight saving..




DISCOVER SEOUL PASS

If you’re planning on cramming a lot of sightseeing into a short space of time, the Discover Seoul Pass may be worth the outlay. Available in 24-, 48- and 72-hour versions, it gets you free or discounted entry into dozens of attractions across the city, and doubles as a rechargeable transport card. It also includes a one-way Airport Express (A’REX) ticket.
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When To Go

Only during the sticky height of summer is it best to think twice before coming to Seoul. The ideal times to visit are spring and autumn.


From March to May, Seoul blossoms with spring flowers. Cherry trees are fluffy clouds of pink and white across Namsan and Ewha Womans University. The island of Yeouido hosts a Spring Flower Festival.

October and early November is another fine time, particularly if you like hiking, as this is the season when the mountains are coated in a palette of rustic autumnal colours. Wrap up well and winter can also be fun with ski slopes less than two hours from the city and an outdoor ice-skating rink in Seoul Plaza.

Two Big Festivals

Among the most spectacular of Seoul’s many annual festivals is the Unesco-listed Lotus Lantern Festival (Yeon Deung Hoe; usually the second weekend of May) in celebration of the Buddha’s birthday. In the weeks running up to the festival, colourful paper lanterns are displayed at Jogye-sa, Bongeun-sa and Gwanghwamun Square. The climax is a night-time parade involving hundreds of people and giant illuminated floats that snakes its way through the city from Dongguk University to Jogye-sa.

Another big event, with a costumed cast of over 1000, is the Jongmyo Daeje. Held on the first Sunday of May, this is a re-enactment of a solemn Confucian ceremony involving ritual music and dance, and lavish offerings of food and drink. It begins with a procession from Gwanghwamun Sq to Jongmyo and culminates in front of the main shrine, Jeongjeon.
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More Festivals & Events

For Seollal (Lunar New Year; end of January or early February), special events are held at the major palaces and Namsangol Hanok Village. Otherwise the city quietens as residents return to hometowns to honour ancestors and eat traditional foods.

From late June to late August, cool off in the outdoor swimming pools that open in the parks along the Han River. The month-long Hangang Summer Festival (July to August) is also focused along Seoul’s main river.

In early October the night skies above Yeouido come alive for the Seoul International Fireworks Festival. There are more bright lights in November along the Cheong-gye-cheon for the Seoul Lantern Festival.

Baseball is South Korea’s top spectator sport. If you’re a fan of the game, matches happen between April and September at Jamsil Baseball Stadium or Gocheok Sky Dome. Buying tickets is easy and they’re pretty cheap.
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ACCOMMODATION LOWDOWN

Reserve all accommodation well in advance, especially if you’re visiting during busy travel periods, such as Chinese New Year and Japan’s Golden Week holidays (usually the end of April or early May). Otherwise, January and February are usually the cheapest months for accommodation rates in Seoul.







Getting There

Most international flights arrive at Incheon International Airport, 52km west of central Seoul on the island of Yeongjongdo. The airport has two terminals and a host of facilities.


From the Airport to the City Centre

By Bus

The less-expensive city buses (5.45am to 10.45pm, every 10 to 30 minutes) take at least an hour to reach destinations around the city. The deluxe KAL limousine buses (klimousine.com) run along seven routes (including two late-night ones), stopping at major hotels across Seoul.

By Train

There are two types of Airport Express (A’REX) trains. The fastest non-stop train (43 to 48 minutes) departs every 30 minutes from both terminals and goes straight to central Seoul station. You buy a ticket for a specific seat on this train.

The more frequent and cheaper all-stop trains take 55 minutes from Terminal 1 and an hour from Terminal 2. There are no seat reservations. This train stops at Gimpo International Airport, handy if you have a domestic flight, and at Hongik University.

By Taxi

A 20% surcharge is added between midnight and 4am. Deluxe taxis are more expensive, but they don’t charge extra after midnight. By regular metered taxi, it costs around ₩44,000 to Seoul City Hall and takes around one hour.

Other Points of Entry

Gimpo International Airport (GMP)

Most domestic flights (and a handful of international routes) touch down at this airport, 18km west of the city centre. City/KAL limousine buses run every 10 minutes to central Seoul or you can hop on subway Lines 5 and 9 as well as A’REX trains to Seoul station.


Incheon Port

Ferries connect Incheon with 10 port cities in China. Journey times vary from 12 to 24 hours. Ferries leave from Yeonan Pier or International Terminal 2.







Getting Around

Seoul’s subway is usually the best way to go. The network is extensive, with frequent services and inexpensive fares. Buses are also very handy and run, like the subways, between 5.30am and midnight. Taxis fill in the gaps, or you could rent one of the city’s 40,000-plus public bicycles.


Subway

There are nine colour-coded subway lines, which are integrated with urban railway lines. Escalators and lifts are common, but you’ll do a fair amount of walking up and down stairs and along corridors, especially when changing lines. Neighbourhood maps inside the stations help you figure out which of the subway exits to take.
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Buses

When used in conjunction with transport and local map apps, the bus system really comes into its own. Some bus stops have route maps in English, and most buses have their major destinations written in English on the outside. There is a taped announcement of the names of each stop in English, but few bus drivers understand the language. On most buses you cannot pay in cash so have a Tmoney card to hand.
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Bicycle

Ttareungi, Seoul’s bike-sharing scheme, can be found at over 150 locations across the city. Rental is via bikeseoul.com or their app – you’ll be given a code, which is then keyed in on the bike itself to unlock it. The website and app have a live map of all docking stations and available bikes.


ESSENTIAL APP

Naver Map will help you find the best route to get to your destination.

[image: jpg]



Taxis

All taxis are metered, and tipping is not required. Few taxi drivers speak English, but most taxis have a free interpretation service whereby an interpreter talks to the taxi driver and to you by phone. International Taxi (intltaxi.co.kr) has English-speaking drivers.

Boat

The Hangang River Bus runs from 6.30am to 10.30pm Monday to Friday and 9.30am to 10.30pm on weekends and holidays. it stops at seven stations along the river from Magok in the northwest to Jamsil in the southeast. Services run every 15 to 30 minutes depending on the time of day.

Car & Motorcycle

Driving is on the right. To rent a car, you must be over 21 and have both a driving licence from your own country and an International Driving Permit.

However, we recommend visitors give driving a miss. Traffic jams, impatient road users and the lack of street names, directional signs and parking are not a recipe for an enjoyable drive, particularly when the city’s public transport is one of the world’s best.

Public Transport Essentials

Disposable Subway Card

To ride the subway you need to buy and add credit to a touch-and-go card, available from vending machines at each station. The card is free but includes a ₩500 deposit, refundable from the vending machines when you return the card.

Tmoney

Bus, subway, taxi and train fares can all be paid using the rechargeable touch-and-go Tmoney card – this is the best card to have as it gives you a ₩100 discount per trip. You can also use it to connect subway and bus trips as a single fare, providing less than 30 minutes has elapsed between transfer.

The basic card can be bought for a nonrefundable ₩3000 from machines at most subway stations, as well as bus kiosks and convenience stores displaying the Tmoney logo. Reload it with credit at any of the aforementioned places and get money refunded that hasn’t been used (up to ₩20,000 minus a processing fee of ₩500) at subway machines and participating convenience stores before you leave Seoul.


MPASS

If you’re in Seoul for a short period of time and plan to use public transport a lot, the MPASS may be a worthwhile investment. Available as a one-, two-, three-, five- or seven-day pass, it covers use of all of the city’s public transport network plus the A’REX trains up to 20 times per day. Buy the card at the Seoul station Tmoney Town (at exit 10 of Seoul station); card prices include a ₩5000 deposit, from which ₩500 will be deducted when you return the card.


Travel Costs

Subway ticket

₩1400/1500 (with/without Tmoney card)

Bicycle rental

₩1000/5000 (one hour/one day)

Daily fare

₩900–2400




AVOID RUSH HOUR

Subways are packed with commuters from 7am to 9am and 6pm to 7pm Monday to Friday.




TICKET PRICES & ZONES

Subway and bus fares are 20% off for trips before 6.30am. There’s a flat fare on Seoul’s subway and most city buses travelling within 20km of the city centre.


	Ticket type
	Tmoney Card
	Single-use tickets

	19+ years
	₩1400
	₩1500

	13–18 years
	₩800
	₩1500

	6–12 years
	₩500
	₩500









A Few Surprises

A mini retreat at a temple and wandering the precincts of floodlit palaces are just a couple of Seoul’s out-of-the-box experiences.


Templestay Experiences

Seoul’s temples are havens of calm amid the city’s non-stop activity. The Templestay program (templestay.com) provides a chance to get a taste of the life of a Buddhist monk. You can usually choose between a day program, lasting around three hours, or an overnight stay including accommodation and meals. No attempt will be made to convert you to Buddhism. Twelve temples across Seoul, including Jogye-sa, Bongeun-sa and Gilsang-sa, are part of the scheme.
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Light Spectacular

Seoul’s night skies glow with grand illuminations. The palaces of Deoksugung and Changgyeonggung take on a romantic ambience for evening visits. Along the Han River, the Banpo Bridge is transformed between April and October into a Moonlight Rainbow Fountain synchronised to music. And twice a year dazzling digital art is projected across the silvery facade of Dongdaemun Design Plaza for the Seoul Light DDP project.
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Retro Love

An appreciation of the recent past is at the heart of the local phenomenon termed ‘newtro’. It can be seen in young entrepreneurs opening up businesses in the late-1960s Sewoon Sangga, and the revamp of a similar era of theatre for Starbucks Gyeongdong 1960. Dabang (retro cafes) are all the rage, be they the original article like Hakrim or revamped as cocktail bars, such as Ace Four Club. There’s also a places where you can listen to vinyl records such as Hyundai Card Music Library.


OFFBEAT SEOUL

Choose from over 200 flavours of instant ramyeon (ramen noodles) at a Hongdae CU convenience store.

See religion-inspired art, video installations and statues made of railway sleepers, at Seosomun Shrine History Museum.

Wander a hillside garden studded with centuries-old stone sentinels at Museum Wave.

Explore Mullae Arts Village where artists and factories rub shoulders and shutters reveal murals.







Explore Seoul



Gwanghwamun & Jongno-gu

Myeong-dong, Euljiro & Namsan

Western Seoul

Itaewon & Yongsan-gu

Gangnam & Southern Seoul

Dongdaemun, Eastern & Northern Seoul



Worth a Trip


Visiting the DMZ



Walking Tours


Admire the Hanok of Bukchon

Hike up White Tiger Mountain

Enjoy the Views from Namsan

Take an Island Walk on Yeouido

Experience Hectic Hongdae

Explore Haebangchon’s Alleys

Take in Trendy Hannam-dong

Stroll Gangnam Style

Step Back in Time in Songpa

Shop-Hop in Arty Seongsu-dong

Follow the Historic City Wall
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Explore

Gwanghwamun & Jongno-gu

Seoul’s regal heart is Jongno-gu, a district defined by two major palaces – Gyeongbokgung and Changdeokgung. The area by Gyeongbokgung is commonly referred to as Gwanghwamun after the majestic gate to the main Joseon palace and the square in front of it. Behind it rises up Bukaksan, the tallest of the city’s four guardian peaks. This is the best place to view traditional hanok (wooden homes). Bukchon has the most, but there are also some in Seochon and Ikseon-dong. Many art galleries and craft shops can be found here, particularly in Insa-dong, which is home to Seoul’s leading Buddhist temple, Jogye-sa.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around
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The only way to truly explore the densely packed streets of Bukchon, Seochon, Insa-dong and Ikseon-dong is on foot. To the north of Gyeongbokgung, hiking trails run up Bukaksan while from Seochon you can access Inwangsan.

[image: icon-subwaygif]b Subway

Subway lines 1, 3 and 5 all have stations in this area. Anguk is the best for Insa-dong and Bukchon; Jongno 3-ga Exit 4 for Ikseon-dong. Gyeongbokgung is best for the palace and Seochon.


THE BEST

Admire the palace of GYEONGBOKGUNG

See the World Heritage–listed garden behind CHANGDEOKGUNG

Step back in time in the hanok of BUKCHON

Learn about Buddhism at JOGYE-SA

Browse beautiful exhibits at SEOUL MUSEUM OF CRAFT ARTS
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1Top Experiences

GyeongbokgungC3

Jogye-saE4

ChangdeokgungG3

JongmyoH4




1Experiences

1Seoul Museum of Craft ArtsE4

2Yeorlin SonghyeonE4

3Tongin MarketB2

4Box Lunch CafeB2

5Ogin OraksilA2

6Park No-soo MuseumA2

7Daeo SochomA3

8Hong Geonik’s HouseA3

9Seochon LoungeA3

10Seoul Museum of HistoryB5

11GyeonghuigungA5

12Donuimun Museum VillageA6

13MMCA SeoulD3

14JongchinbuD3

15Arario Museum in SPACEF3

16Gwanghwamun SquareC5

17Admiral Yi Sun-sin StatueC5

18King Sejong StatueC5

19Sejong Center for the Performing ArtsC5

20National Museum of Korean Contemporary HistoryC4

21Insadong Spa & SaunaF4

22UnhyeongungF4

23Hansik Space E:eumE3

24Seoul Kimchi AcademyF2

25O’ngoF4

26Korean Temple Food CentreE4

27Cheong Wa DaeC1

28BukaksanB1

29ChanguimunB1

30Malbawi Information CenterE1

31SukjeongmunE1

32Seoul Hiking Tourism CenterE2

33Seoul Museum of Korean Folk MusicF3

34Seoul Donhwamun Traditional TheaterG3




5Eating

35A Flower Blossom on RiceE4

36Balwoo GongyangE4

37An-AmE3

38Chosun GimbapE3

39OnjiumB2

40TosokchonB3

41SomaF4

42OgawaC5

43Dottori GardenF3

44Cafe Layered BukchonF3

45Chang Hwa DangF5

46KoongE4




6Drinking

47DawonE4

48Tea TherapyE3

49Cafe CordialementD3

50CheongsudangF4

51CobblerB4

52ShortbusG5

53Art MonsterG5

54Seoul GypsyG4




7Shopping

The Sool Gallery(see 23)

55Kyobo BookshopD5

56Seoul SelectionD4

57Kukjae EmbroideryE4

58KCDF GalleryE4

59DolsilnaiE4

60GuiroeG4










WALKING TOUR

Admire the Hanok of Bukchon

Palace retainers and artisans once lived in Bukchon, where you’ll find Seoul’s largest concentration of hanok. Wander the labyrinthine streets, take in the views, and pause at cafes, art galleries, small museums and craft shops. Visit early morning or in the evening to avoid the crowds.


START

Onion

END

Kiwa Taproom

LENGTH

2.5km; 2 hours
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1 Bakery Heaven

Onion (7am-10pm Mon-Fri, 9am-10pm Sat & Sun), the Seoul hipsters’ choice of bakery cafe, has opened a branch in a large converted hanok. Try their signature milk tea and a powder-sugar-coated pandoro bread. Grab some other delectable pastries to go.

2 Hanok Primer

Housed, appropriately enough, in a hanok, the Bukchon Traditional Culture Center has a small exhibition about the area’s history and its distinctive architecture. Pick up maps and leaflets here.

3 Historic Home

Built from black pine, Baek In-je House is a grand hanok dating from 1913; a beautifully preserved oasis of calm on one of Bukchon’s less-touristed streets. You can freely tour the grounds, but to go inside book on 02-724 0294 for their one-hour guided tour in English on Fridays at 4pm.

4 Skincare & Tea

Luxe beauty brand Sulwhasoo’s flagship store occupies an award-winning renovation of a 1930s hanok that’s been integrated with a multi-level concrete building from the 1960s. After sampling the skin care and cosmetics go upstairs to enjoy a matcha latte or tea-based cocktail at O’Sulloc (11am-8pm).

5 Traditional Decorative Craft

At Dong-Lim Knot Workshop, in a timeworn hanok, learn about traditional knotting techniques and join classes on how to make bracelets, necklaces and key-ring ornaments from threads.

6 Photogenic Street

It’s easy to understand why Gahoe-dong Alley is Bukchon’s go-to selfie spot. From the top of the steeply raked residential street, the elegant tiled roofs of massed hanok contrast with the modern towers of downtown Seoul.

7 Rooftop View

Escape the crowds at the Bukchon Observatory, on the top floor of a concrete block of flats amid the hanok. A modest entry fee allows you to enjoy an elevated view over the rooftops along with your choice of drink.

8 Craft Beer

Kiwa is the Korean word for the roof tiles on hanok. Hidden in the maze of hanok behind MMCA Seoul is Kiwa Taproom (noon-11pm), serving ales from Euljiro Brewing, one of Seoul’s best microbreweries, as well as delicious food.



WALKING TOUR

Hike up White Tiger Mountain

Named after the tigers that once roamed its forested slopes, Inwangsan is one of Seoul’s guardian mountains. On this hike up the granite slope you’ll encounter sections of the medieval City Wall, a colourful shamanist shrine, sites linked to Korea’s fight for independence, as well as breathtaking urban views.


START

5km; 3 hours

END

Donuimun Museum Village

LENGTH

Dongnimmun
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1 A Century of Seoul

Donuimun, the west gate of the Seoul City Wall, was demolished in 1915. View a scale model of the gate at the Donuimun Museum Village where a variety of engaging exhibitions shed light on aspects of Seoul’s history over the last century.

2 North Korean Cuisine

Michele Obama and former UK Prime Minister Theresa May have eaten at Neungra Bapsang, a North Korean restaurant run by Lee Ae-ran, a female defector. Specialities include Pyongchang onban (chicken and rice soup) and gamja mandu (potato dumplings).

3 Historic Expat House

Meaning ‘heart’s delight’ in Persian, Dilkusha was built in 1924 by the American journalist and entrepreneur Albert Wilder Taylor and his British wife, Mary. Learn about their fascinating life as expats in Korea in the early 20th century in this beautifully restored house, its brick architecture providing a striking contrast with the surrounding apartments.

4 At the Summit

Although it’s a relatively low mountain, don’t underestimate the hike up 338.2m Inwangsan – there are several steep sections and rocky paths to negotiate. At a steady pace, following the route that shadows a rebuilt section of the Seoul City Wall, you’ll reach the summit in around one hour. Enjoy 360-degree panoramic views as you catch your breath.

5 Where the Spirits Live

The ornate Inwangsan Guksadang is one of Seoul’s most important sites for shamanism, Korea’s ancient folk religion. It was built here in 1925 after the original shrine on Namsan was destroyed during the Japanese occupation. Climb further up the hill to view Seonbawi, the meditating rock said to resemble a monk wearing a long-sleeved robe.

6 A Prison for Dissidents

The red-brick 1908 jail has become the Seodaemun Prison History Hall. Tour the original cellblocks where independence fighters and democracy campaigners were held, as well as the nightmarish interrogation and torture rooms.

7 Independence Park

The most prominent feature of this park dedicated to those who fought for Korean independence is Dongnimmun, an impressive granite archway modelled after the Arc de Triomphe in Paris. Built in 1898, it stands where envoys from Chinese emperors used to be officially welcomed to Seoul.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Gyeongbokgung

Set aside the better part of a day to do justice to Gyeongbokgung, the hub around which Seoul has revolved since 1395. Much altered over its history, the largest and oldest of the city’s royal palaces also offers two great museums and spectacular changing-of-the-guard ceremonies.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The changing of the guard is at 10am and 2pm daily except Tuesday. The guard dispatch ceremony is at 11am and 1pm.

[image: barcode]
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Palace History

Meaning ‘palace of brilliance and fortune’, Gyeongbokgung was the principal royal residence until 1592, when it was destroyed by fire during the Japanese invasion. It lay in ruins until the 1860s, when it was rebuilt at ruinous expense for King Gojong who moved in during 1868. Japanese assassins broke into the palace on 8 October 1895 to assassinate his wife, Queen Min, one of the most powerful figures at that time in Korea.

The Japanese colonial authorities inflicted significant damage on the palace, demolishing over 90% of the buildings, including Gwanghwamun, to make way for the enormous Japanese Government General Building. This was itself pulled down in the 1990s to enable Gwanghwamun to be rebuilt in its original location.

Palace Layout

Moving across the palace’s broad front courtyard, you pass through a second gate, Heungnyemun, to face the ornate two-storey Geunjeongjeon. In this impressive throne hall, kings were crowned, met foreign envoys and conducted affairs of state.


West of Geunjeongjeon is Gyeonghoeru, a large pavilion resting on 48 pillars that stand in an artificial lake with two small islands. State banquets were held inside and royals went boating on the pond.

A series of smaller meeting halls precede the king’s living quarters, Gangyeongjeon, behind which are Gyotaejeon, those of the queen. Next you’ll come to the terraced garden, Amisan; the red-brick chimneys decorated with longevity symbols on the garden’s top terrace were used to release smoke from the ondol (underfloor heating) system.

Symbolically located on the eastern side of the grounds (where the sun rises) is Donggung, the living quarters for the crown prince. Here you can see one of the newest additions of the palace – the Gyejodang building reconstructed in 2023. North of Donggung is the main kitchen, Sojubang.

At the palace ground’s far north end are more halls for King Gojong’s personal use and an ornamental pond with Hyangwonjeong, an attractive hexagonal pavilion on an island.

Palace Museum

Largely devoid of furnishings with rooms closed off to the public, Gyeonbukgung has the feel of a film set – an impression enhanced by armies of visitors touring the palace wearing hanbok (traditional Korean clothing).

To gain useful insights into what life was like within the palace walls, it’s worth spending some time exploring the National Palace Museum of Korea, to the left just inside Gwanghwamun. The comprehensive exhibitions here highlight the artistic skills of the Joseon dynasty and come right up to date with the Digital Library for Cultural Heritage, which includes a multi-sided video zone as well as interactive VR (virtual reality) and AR (augmented reality) experiences.


HANBOK RENTAL

Anyone wearing hanbok (traditional clothing) is allowed free entry to all the palaces as well as Jongmyo. It’s a very popular way to tour the historical sights and there are stacks of rental shops close to all the main palaces offering a wide range of costumes for both sexes. Rentals usually run for four hours and cost around ₩15,000.
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QUICK BREAK

Baekmidang

(₩; 11.30am–8pm) has been making creamy soft ice creams, including ones from soy milk, since 1964. Enjoy them along with coffee and cookies at this elevated hanok-styled cafe.



Understand Korean Daily Life

Give yourself at least an hour to do justice to the superb National Folk Museum of Korea (pictured). It has three main exhibition halls, covering Korean culture through the perspectives of daily life, a year in Korea, and significant moments in a Korean’s life from birth to death. Among the many interesting exhibits is an amazingly colourful funeral bier (it looks like a fantasy Noah’s ark) – these were used to give the deceased a great send-off. There’s also an excellent children’s section.

Don’t miss exploring the open-air exhibition of historical buildings and structures including an atmospheric street of buildings styled as they would have been in the 1970s and ’80s; you can sip a free cup of sweet milky coffee in a dabang (old-style cafe) here.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Jogye-sa

Festooned with colourful paper lanterns, Jogye-sa is the headquarters of the Jogye Order, the largest order of Korean Buddhism. A hive of activity, this attractive religious centre provides insights into Buddhist practice, particularly if you join one of their Templestay programs.


map Google map

Daeungjeon, Jogye-sa’s grand wooden hall, is Seoul’s largest Buddhist worship hall. Completed in 1938, this Joseon-dynasty-style building is decorated with scenes from the Buddha’s life and carved floral latticework. Inside are three giant Buddha statues: on the left is Amitabha, Buddha of the Western Paradise; in the centre is the historical Buddha; on the right is the Bhaisaiya or Medicine Buddha, holding a medicine bowl.

In the compound, also look out for the octagonal 10-storey stupa in which is enshrined a relic of the Buddha brought to Korea in 1913 by a Sri Lankan monk; and Beomjongnu, a bell pavilion housing a drum to summon earthbound animals, a wooden fish-shaped gong to summon aquatic beings, a metal cloud-shaped gong to summon birds and a large bronze bell to summon underground creatures. The bell is rung 28 times at 4am and 33 times at 6pm.

Jogye-sa’s museum has galleries displaying antique woodblocks, symbol-filled paintings and other Buddhist artefacts. There’s also a cafe and gift shop here.

The temple is particularly worth visiting during the Lotus Lantern Festival celebrating the Buddha’s birthday in late April or early May.


PLANNING TIP

Sign up for the three-hour Templestay program at the Information Center for Foreigners. It includes meditation practice, lotus-lantern and prayer-bead making, and a tea ceremony.
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TOP EXPERIENCE

Changdeokgung

If you only have time to visit one of Seoul’s palaces, make it Changdeokgung – it’s the best preserved and most beautiful. It’s also World Heritage–listed because of its serene Secret Garden, the epitome of Joseon-dynasty landscaping.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Access to the Secret Garden is generally only by guided tour and tickets are limited. Book online six days in advance and pick up your ticket at the palace.
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Palace Buildings

Changdeokgung was originally built in 1405 but like Seoul’s other palaces, it was destroyed during the Japanese invasion of the late 16th century. Rebuilt in 1610, it was the main palace until 1867 and remained in use by royal descendants until 1989.

Enter through the imposing gate Donhwamun, turn right and cross over the stone bridge (built in 1414) – note the guardian animals carved on its sides. On the left across a paved courtyard is the beautiful throne hall, Injeongjeon. Next door are the government office buildings, including one with a blue-tiled roof. Further on are the private living quarters of the royal family. Peering inside the polychromatic and sparsely furnished rooms, you can get an inkling of Changdeokgung in its heyday.

Before heading to the Secret Garden, take a look at Nakseonjae, a complex built during the reign of King Heonjong (r 1834–49) in an austere Confucian style.
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The Secret Garden

Covering almost 60% of the palace grounds, Huwon (aka Secret Garden; pictured) is a naturalistic wood where sinuous paths lead into glades punctuated by ornamental ponds and pavilions. This is where royalty relaxed, military exercises and banquets were held, and kings and queens could play at being rice farmers and sericulturists.

The garden’s most famous vista is that of Buyongi Pond overlooked by the Juhamnu Pavilion, a two-storey library built in 1776 by King Jeongjo. Further on are a couple more ponds and Yeongyeongdang, originally built in 1828 as a place for the crown prince to study.

Ongnyucheon is a brook at the back of the garden where there’s a huge rock, Soyoam, with three Chinese characters inscribed on it by King Injo in 1636 – ong-nyu-cheon, which means ‘jade flowing stream’ – and a poem composed in Chinese characters by King Sukjong.


QUICK BREAK

Treat yourself to a delicious set lunch or dinner at Mishmash (₩ ₩ ₩; 11am-3pm & 6-9pm), a Korean-Danish restaurant with an elevated view over the palace grounds.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Jongmyo

Dating to 1395, the World Heritage–listed Confucian Jongmyo shrine, surrounded by woodland, houses the ‘spirit tablets’ of the Joseon royalty and loyal government officials.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

English guided tours run at 10am, noon, 2pm and 4pm on Monday, and Wednesday to Friday. On weekends and public holidays you can explore on your own.
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The Shrine Precincts

Korea is the only country in the world where a royal ancestral shrine is perfectly preserved and veneration rites continue to be conducted in the authentic manner. Jongmyo’s buildings are simply decorated, befitting the shrine’s solemn purpose. Usually visited on a tour, it is the location of the major ceremony Jongmyo Daeje held in May.

While royal bodies were buried in tombs, such as those in Gangnam, their spirits resided in ‘tablets’ – wooden boxes with small holes bored in the sides. The box also listed the person’s accomplishments.

At the time of research the main shrine, Jeongjeon, was undergoing its first major renovation since 1870. This should be completed in 2025. Fronted by a large stone-flagged courtyard, Jeongjeon houses 49 royal spirit tablets in 19 locked and windowless rooms. To the right of the main entrance is Gonsindang, home to the spirit tablets of 83 meritorious subjects who served their kings well.

The smaller shrine, Yeongnyeongjeon, built in 1421, has 34 spirit tablets of lesser royalty, including Yi Un, the last crown prince who died in 1970.

Behind these shrines paths lead through a wooded park that connects to Changgyeonggung. Only on public holidays can you currently walk between the two locations.



EXPERIENCES

View the Collections of the Seoul Museum of Craft ArtsMuseum

map Google map

Insa-dong has long been associated with arts and crafts so it was natural for the Seoul Museum of Craft Arts to open here in 2021. The museum’s collection of 23,000 craft items is spectacular, ranging from Joseon-dynasty ceramics and metalwork to folding screens of embroidered birds and flowers, and beautifully decorated examples of pojagi (traditional wrapping cloths). The museum also champions the works of contemporary Korean artists such as the internationally renowned ceramicist Lee Hun-chung.

Start by looking at the permanent exhibition, Artisans – Making the Better World, in buildings 1 and 2, which showcases the history of craft. In building 3 (the old high school) are fabric-based works donated by the late Huh Dong-hwa, founder of the Korea Embroidery Museum, and his wife, Park Young-sook. There’s also a separate Children’s Museum for which timed reservations are necessary – it has a rooftop observatory providing views over the adjacent Yeorlin Songhyeon (map Google map), a nicely designed city park, which opened in 2022.

Explore the Streets of SeochonNeighbourhood

Hanok-studded Seochon tends not to be as inundated with tourists as Bukchon, making it a pleasant area for casual wanderings.

Start your explorations at Tongin Market (map Google map). About halfway along this old-school covered shopping arcade is the Box Lunch Cafe (map Google map), where you can buy tokens to spend on items from the market’s food vendors.

Across from the west end of the arcade is Ogin-gil, an attractive street lined with cafes, bakeries and boutiques. Along the way is Ogin Oraksil (map Google map), where you can play old-school video arcade games, and the Park No-soo Museum (map Google map). The celebrated painter Park (1927–2013) lived in this 1937 brick home from 1973 to 2011 and it’s still decorated with his paintings and furniture.

Retrace your steps to the market and head south to find Daeo Sochom (map Google map). Opened as a bookstore in 1951, this charming, ramshackle cafe oozes bygone-days atmosphere with lots of memorabilia and quirky decor.

Hong Geonik’s House (map Google map) is the last hanok in Seoul with an ilgakmun (two-post gate), binggo (ice storage) and a well. Nearby is the modern hanok Seochon Lounge (map Google map), a beautifully designed space for public exhibitions of contemporary Korean craft and design.


What is a Hanok?

Vessels of Korean architectural tradition, hanok are single-storey wooden homes, insulated with mud and straw and topped with clay-tiled roofs. They are typically left unpainted, their earthy tones providing a warm, intimate feel. All rooms have sliding doors and ondol (underfloor heating), and face onto a madang (central courtyard). In recent years, many of the hanok of Bukchon, Seochon and Ikseon-dong have been adapted to become guesthouses, restaurants, cafes, bars and boutiques, making it easy to appreciate this unique form of architecture. A few, such as Baek In-je House, have been preserved in their original form.



Visit the Seoul Museum of HistoryMuseum

map Google map

The fascinating Seoul Museum of History charts how the city has grown and changed since the dawn of the Joseon dynasty. A highlight is the realistic scale model of Seoul, which is brought to life with lights and projected videos.

The museum sits beside the peaceful and verdant grounds of Gyeonghuigung (map Google map). The Palace of Shining Celebration, completed in 1623, was largely destroyed during the Japanese annexation. Only the main audience hall, Sungjeongjeon, and the smaller official hall behind it along with a few courtyards, walls and corridors have been restored.

Next to the palace, also make time to explore the alleys of the Donuimun Museum Village (map Google map), a branch of the Seoul Museum of History. Crafted from the buildings of the Saemunan neighbourhood, including a 1960s Italian restaurant, a 1990s traditional Korean restaurant and a row of hanok, the village celebrates the changes to Seoul over time.

Tour the Galleries of MMCA SeoulArt gallery

map Google map

Dive into Korea’s dynamic contemporary art scene at MMCA Seoul. The city’s premier contemporary-art museum occupies a large complex that combines spacious modern galleries with the repurposed red-brick buildings of the former Defense Security Command. Ambitious, cutting-edge works are displayed here in a variety of temporary exhibitions – to see everything would take at least half a day. The well-stocked bookshop and gift store alone make it worth a visit. On Wednesdays and Saturdays galleries are open until 9pm, with all exhibitions free after 6pm.

In a garden to the rear of the main gallery buildings stands Jongchinbu (map Google map), the office of royal genealogy during the Joseon dynasty.


Enjoy the Art of Arario Museum in SPACEArt gallery

map Google map

One of Seoul’s best private art galleries, Arario Museum in SPACE showcases pieces from the collection of Korean business magnate Kim Chang-il. These include works by Nam June Paik, Koo Kang, Kōhei Nawa, Tracey Emin, Damien Hirst and Cindy Sherman.

The ivy-clad brick building SPACE is considered a seminal piece of early-1970s architecture. Its compact, low-ceilinged rooms and labyrinthine layout fit the artworks like a glove – you never know what wonder lies around the next corner.

There’s also a hanok and a five-storey glass annexe (added in 1997) housing cafes, restaurants and the free Arario Gallery.


National Heroes

King Sejong (1397–1450) sponsored many cultural projects, consolidated border defences and served as a model of Confucian probity. At his direction, court scholars devised the phonetic hangeul alphabet, a simple system of writing the Korean language that made it possible for anyone to learn to read. Hanguel is one reason why Korea enjoys universal literacy today. Admiral Yi Sun-sin (1545–98) designed innovative types of metal-clad warships called geobukseon (turtle boats), and used them to help achieve a series of stunning victories over the much larger Japanese navy that attacked Korea at the end of the 16th century.



Walk Across Gwanghwamun SquareSquare

map Google map

Gwanghwamun Sq, 557m long and 34m wide, provides a grand approach to Gyeongbokgung. This natural gathering space is used for events such as the Seoul Lantern Festival in December and January.

Giant statues in the square celebrate two national heroes: Admiral Yi Sun-sin (map Google map) and King Sejong (map Google map). An entrance at the base of the King Sejongs statue leads down to an underground exhibition with sections on both the men.

On the square’s west side is the Sejong Center for the Performing Arts (map Google map), one of the city’s leading arts complexes, with several performance and exhibition spaces. Pass by at night to see a light show play on its facade.

At the square’s northeast corner, the National Museum of Korean Contemporary History (map Google map) has engaging exhibitions on how far the country has come in the decades since its almost total destruction during the Korean War. There are also imaginative art pieces inspired by that history and a rooftop that provides a great view of the square and Gyeongbokgung.


HANDS-ON COOKING CLASSES

Seoul Kimchi Academy

map Google map

Since 2005, the academy has been teaching various styles of kimchi in a century-old hanok in Bukchon. Take away a pouch of kimchi.

O’ngo

map Google map

Offers cooking classes and food tours. For the beginners’ class, dishes you may learn about include haemul pajeon (seafood pancake) and sundubu (soft tofu stew).

Korean Temple Food Centre

map Google map

Courses in English every Saturday at 10am, with a variety of vegan dishes that are served as temple cuisine.



Sweat It Out at Insadong Spa & SaunaSauna

map Google map

Local bathhouses and saunas, known as jjimjilbang (literally ‘heated rooms’), can be found across Seoul. They are places where locals come to unwind, hang out, and engage in a host of health and beauty rituals. A good one to sample that has English-speaking staff is Insadong Spa & Sauna.

In the same-sex bathing sections, get naked and enjoy soaking in different baths and the steam sauna. Pay extra for a full-body scrub from one of the attendants – as dead skin is sloughed off, you’ll feel reborn. Pyjamas are provided for the mixed-sex dry sauna and relaxation area.

Step Back in Time at UnhyeongungPalace

map Google map

The modest-scale palace Unhyeongung has a natural-wood design reflecting the austere tastes of Heungseon Daewongun (1820–98), King Gojong’s stern and conservative father. Heungseon’s policies included massacring Korean Catholics, excluding foreigners from Korea and closing Confucian schools. Gojong was born and raised here until 1863, when he ascended the throne aged 12 with his father acting as regent. The palace is generally crowd-free and only busy when cultural events are staged here.

Learn about Korean Food & DrinkCultural centre

map Google map

Hansik Space E:eum is a one-stop shop. As well as a cafe and store specialising in hansik (Korean cuisine), there are exhibitions on aspects of the national food culture and cooking classes.

Also here is the Sool Gallery (map Google map), promoting Korean alcoholic drinks, from the mildly alcoholic fermented rice drink makgeolli to distilled spirits and fruit wines. Sign up for free tasting sessions of five different liquors, and buy bottles from boutique producers across Korea.


Tour the Former Presidential Office & ResidenceHistoric building

map Google map

When the office and residence of South Korea’s president was relocated to Yongsan in 2022, Cheong Wa Dae, the former presidential compound at the foot of Bukaksan, was fully opened to the public. Commonly known as the Blue House because of the 150,000 blue tiles on the main building’s hip-and-gable roof, Cheong Wa Dae is best visited for its beautifully landscaped gardens and to view previously off-limits buildings including the former Presidential Residence. So long as you have your passport as ID, on-site admission is available to overseas visitors.

Hike up BukaksanHiking

map Google map

For over half a century, several trails up and across Bukaksan were strictly off-limits to protect the presidential compound Cheong Wa Dae. Now that the building has been decommissioned, all the trails to the 342m summit of the tallest of Seoul’s four guardian peaks are open to the public.

There’s a spectacular 2.5km section of the Seoul City Wall over Bukaksan that rises steeply from Changuimun (map Google map), the old subgate in Buam-dong. The trail hops over the peak above Cheong Wa Dae to the Malbawi Information Center (map Google map) near Sukjeongmun, (map Google map), the main north gate, which can also be accessed from Samcheong Park. There’s a vivid sense of the wall’s original purpose – especially in the sections with barbed-wire fences and guard posts remaining as vestiges of the mountain’s prior security status.

Hiking routes on the mountain are well signposted. Also drop by the Seoul Hiking Tourism Center (map Google map) on Samcheong-ro to hire hiking gear and to pick up useful free maps and the Seoul Hiking Guide Book.

Listen to Traditional Korean MusicMusic

Folk songs sung by farmers, fishermen and women to their children are among those showcased at the Seoul Museum of Korean Folk Music (map Google map). Based in a modern hanok-style building, this is a pleasant place to while away an hour listening to recordings of work, play and ceremonial songs, and learning about how music has figured in Koreans’ lives.

Across the road is the Seoul Donhwamun Traditional Theater (map Google map), where live performances (sometimes free) are staged in a 140-seat auditorium and the grassy courtyard. It’s a central spot at which to catch classical Korean music shows including pansori, a Unesco-inscribed genre of musical storytelling performed by a vocalist and a drummer.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

₩ Cheap     ₩ ₩ Moderate     ₩ ₩ ₩ Pricey
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Eating

Vegetarian & Vegan

A Flower Blossom on Rice₩ ₩ ₩

map Google map

Only organic, farm-fresh ingredients appear on the menu of this classy, mainly vegetarian restaurant on an Insa-dong alley. 11.30am-3pm & 5.30-9pm

Balwoo Gongyang₩ ₩ ₩

map Google map

Savour Michelin-starred multi-course temple cuisine, including delicate salads, dumplings and a variety of kimchi. 11.30am-3pm & 6-7.30pm

Classic & Modern Korean

An-Am₩ ₩

map Google map

Their flavourful gukpab (pork and rice soup) is topped with spicy chilli and kale oil. Pimp it up with fresh coriander. 11.30am-9pm Tue-Sun

Chosun Gimbap₩

map Google map

Tuck into seaweed-wrapped rice rolls packed with freshly prepared Korean root vegetables. 11am-2.30pm & 3.30-8pm

Onjium₩ ₩ ₩

map Google map

Contemporary fine dining in a sophisticated restaurant. Open kitchen with counter seating and views of Gyeongbokgung. Noon-3pm & 6-10pm Tue-Fri

Tosokchon₩ ₩

map Google map

Famous for samgyetang (ginseng chicken soup). Try the black chicken version. 10am-10pm

Chinese & Japanese

Soma₩ ₩

map Google map

Delicious takes on classic Chinese dishes such as cheung fun (rice noodle rolls), steamed egg with clams, and kang pao chicken. 5-10pm Tue-Sun

Ogawa₩ ₩ ₩

map Google map

Top-grade sushi and sashimi at this restaurant in the basement of the Royal Building. Book, as space is limited. Noon-2pm & 6-10pm Mon-Fri

Bakery Cafes

Dottori Garden₩

map Google map

Whimsical cartoon cafe serving acorn-shaped madeleines, creamy yoghurt bowls and great brunch dishes. 8am–11pm

Cafe Layered Bukchon₩

map Google map

We dare you to pass up on the British-style cakes, scones and other desserts piled high on this charming cafe’s central table. 10am–10pm

Dumplings

Chang Hwa Dang₩ ₩

map Google map

Retro restaurant specialising in fried dumplings with tteokbokki (rice cakes in a sweet-and-spicy sauce). 11.30am-9pm

Koong₩ ₩

map Google map

Order Kaesong-style dumplings in a flavourful soup with a side order of spring onion pancakes. 11.30am-9pm


[image: img]
Drinking

Tea

Dawon

map Google map

Sip your tea in a hanok or in a garden pavilion. Try the omijacha hwachae (fruit and five-flavour berry punch). 10am-10pm

Tea Therapy

map Google map

Teas and herbal infusions for whatever ails you and a chart to aid your selection. Footbaths outside the front door. 10am-9pm

Coffee

Cafe Cordialement

map Google map

Modern hanok cafe with a chic Euro-twist. Enjoy a mocha coffee with an authentic jambon beurre sandwich. 10am-9pm

Cheongsudang

map Google map

Trendy hanok cafe. Signature items are their castella sponge and cheese cakes. 10.30am-9pm

Cocktail Bars

Cobbler

map Google map

Sophisticated hanok bar hidden along a lonesome alleyway. A complimentary piece of cobbler pie comes with your drink. 7pm-3am Mon-Sat

Shortbus

map Google map

Welcoming gay bar in Ikseon-dong serving a wide range of cocktails. Attracts an older clientele. 7.30pm-5am

Beer

Art Monster

map Google map

Award-winning microbrewery in an Ikseon-dong hanok. Pizza and fried chicken accompany their craft brews. 3pm-midnight

Seoul Gypsy

map Google map

Atmospheric hanok-based craft beer bar with 10 ales on tap, including a porter pilsner, Belgium white and lager. All go well with their spicy ragu pasta. 4-11pm Tue-Sun

[image: img]
Shopping

Books

Kyobo Bookshop

map Google map

Wide range of books and magazines in English as well as stationery, electronics, CDs and DVDs. 9.30am-10pm

Seoul Selection

map Google map

Local publisher with an extensive list of handy reference and pictorial books in English on Korean culture. 9.30am-6.30pm Mon-Fri

Arts & Crafts

Kukjae Embroidery

map Google map

Exquisite traditional embroidery pieces, including handbags, pillows and pojagi patchwork cloths, used for gift wrapping or display. 10am-8.30pm

KCDF Gallery

map Google map

The Korean Craft and Design Foundation’s gallery showcases choice locally made products, including woodwork, pottery and jewellery. 10am-8.30pm

Fashion

Dolsilnai

map Google map

Beautifully designed, casual hanbok made from natural fabrics in a variety of earthy and soft pastel colours. 10am-8pm

Guiroe

map Google map

Seonock Park’s chic, contemporary hanbok have displayed at London’s V&A museum.





Explore

Myeong-dong, Euljiro & Namsan

The fluorescent-lit streets of Myeong-dong, packed with shoppers, are like a non-stop carnival. Myeong means ‘light’ – apt for an area where Seoul’s commercial razzle-dazzle reaches its apogee. Get lost in the massive Namdaemun Market, and further east in Euljiro, navigate printers, and electric and lighting shops by day, and hip cafes and bars by night. Take a breather from the urban throng in the garden overpass Seoullo 7017 or along the Cheong-gye-cheon. The grounds of Deoksugung are another peaceful retreat. Looming above it all is Namsan, with parklands, hiking trails and the old spruced-up City Wall.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walking

Sights are not too far apart and it can often be quicker to walk, cycle or hop on a bus. The pedestrian paths along the Cheong-gye-cheon and the elevated walkway Seoullo 7017 make strolling a joy.

[image: icon-subwaygif]b Subway

Line 4 connects Seoul station with Hoehyeon (for Namdaemun Market), Myeongdong and Chungmuro for the Namsangol Hanok Village. Seoul station is also a stop on the A’REX (Airport Express) line from both Incheon and Gimpo international airports.


THE BEST

Head up NAMSAN for panoramic views

Walk among the lit-up buildings of DEOKSUGUNG by night

Shop at huge NAMDAEMUN MARKET

Stroll along the CHEONG-GYE-CHEON

Munch crispy pancakes at GWANGJANG MARKET
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1Top Experiences

N Seoul Tower & NamsanE6

DeoksugungB2

Namdaemun MarketC3

Gwangjang MarketG1




1Experiences

1Seoul City HallC2

2Seoul Metropolitan LibraryC2

3Citizens HallC2

Gungisi Relics Exhibition Hall(see 3)

4Seoul PlazaC2

5Seosomun Historical ParkA3

6Seosomun Shrine History MuseumA3

7Seoul Animation CenterD4

8Bank of Korea Money MuseumC3

9T\.umD2

10Cheong-gye-cheonC1

11Cheong-gye PlazaC1

12Seoullo 7017A4

13Culture Station Seoul 284A5

14Docking SeoulA4

15Seoul Museum of ArtB2

16Namsangol Hanok VillageF4

17Seoul Namsan GugakdangF4

18Korea HouseF3

19Nanta Theatre Jung-guD3

20The PaintersF2

21National Theater of KoreaH6

22Street Food StallsD3

23Myeong-dong GyojaD3

24HadongkwanD2

25Yeong-yang CentreD3

26Beauty PlayE2

27MoltoE2

28Myeong-dong Catholic CathedralE3

29Seoul Comic RoadE4

30Studio Meditation with a PencilE4

31Vegan KitchenD4

32IllusienD4

33HiKR GroundD1

34Coffee HanyakbangE2

35Horangii CoffeeG2

36Another News RoomG2

37My Own Private CinemaG2

38Sewoon SanggaG1




5Eating

39MentenE3

40Woo-rae-oakG1

41JoseonokF2

42OdarijipD3




6Drinking

43Café GabaedoB3

44Asoto BakeryF3

45Euljiro BrewingF2

46Ggeek Beer CompanyG2

47Ace Four ClubE2

48Gye Young BaeG1




7Shopping

49ÅlandD3

50su;pyD3










WALKING TOUR

Enjoy the Views from Namsan

Starting at a historic city gate, passing the bustling Namdaemun Market, and taking in a couple of hip cafes and an art gallery along the way, this is the civilised path up Seoul’s central mountain. Namsan Park is particularly lovely in spring with blossoms, and for autumnal leaf colours.


START

Sungnyemun

END

Namsan Cable Car

LENGTH

5.5km; 3 hours

[image: jpg]


1 Old City Gate

Aim to arrive at Sungnyemun for 10am, so you can watch costumed guards perform the gate-opening ceremony before you start your walk. It was the custom in Joseon times to see off the King’s messengers to China or troops dispatched to war from outside this gate.

2 Pedestrian Green Corridor

Admire the greenery along Seoullo 7017. This pedestrian walkway crafted from a defunct elevated highway also provides pleasant views of the urban surroundings.

3 Market Pit Stop

For a quick snack to keep you going, there are street-food stalls around Gate 5 of Namdaemun Market, as well as Kalguksu Alley for a more substantial feed.

4 Cultural Complex

The narrow hillside streets of Hoehyeon-dong harbour several interesting little boutiques, cool bars and cafes. Aim for the ambitious cultural complex Piknic, which includes exhibit halls, a roof garden, a stylish cafe hung with assorted chandeliers, a top-class design goods shop, and the Michelin-starred farm-to-table restaurant Gigas (₩ ₩ ₩; noon-3pm Wed-Sat & 6.30-10pm Tue-Fri).

5 Architecture & Art

In a building designed by renowned Japanese architect Kengo Kuma, White Stone Gallery specialises in Asian contemporary and emerging artists. Works on display include ones by Yayoi Kusama and Lee Ufan. Perched on the roof garden are big colourful bird sculptures by Florentijn Hofman.

6 Coffee with a View

Over several floors that climb up the side of Namsan, Comfort includes a trendy streetwear and fragrance boutique, gallery and superb cafe with superlative views over the neighbourhood rooftops. Spoil yourself with their signature latte topped with shards of honeycomb toffee.

7 Poignant Memorial

Outside the Hanyangdoseong Historic Site Museum is the poignant Comfort Women Memorial, dedicated to the women from 13 Asia-Pacific countries who were sexually enslaved by Japan’s army from 1931 to 1945.

8 Cable Car

If you have the energy, it’s about a 30-minute climb to the summit of Namsan. Otherwise there’s the Namsan Cable Car. Return to Myeongdong subway station via Seoul Comic Road.



TOP EXPERIENCE

N Seoul Tower & Namsan

Take in spectacular views from Namsan, one of Seoul’s quartet of ‘guardian mountains’ and an ancient shamanic site. The 109-hectare wooded park is crowned by the 236m N Seoul Tower. You can also follow hiking paths beside remains of the historic City Wall.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The Namsan Cable Car runs every 10 minutes from 10am to 11pm. Hop on the free shuttle bus to the cable car from Exit 1 of Myeongdong station.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information.



Walking Routes

The Namsan North Ringway is a 3.4km path that runs from the lower cable-car station to the National Theater. Along the way is Waryongmyo. Built in 1862, this decorative Buddhist/Taoist/shamanist shrine is dedicated to Zhuge Liang (181–234 CE), a Chinese statesman and general.

From the National Theater, the 910m Forest Path is the most natural of Namsan’s trails and links up with the 880m Wildflower Path to Namsan Botanical Garden. To make a full circuit of the mountain, continue along the 1.6km Natural Ecology Path, which passes through a pine-tree forest, and the 640m History & Culture Path, which terminates by the central stairway to the summit.

Seoul City Wall

Restored sections of the City Wall snake across Namsan. At the Hanyangdoseong Historic Site Museum, on Namsan’s west flank, view remains of the late-14th-century fortress and see how construction methods have changed over time.

Nearby is the Ahn Jung-geun Memorial Hall, a striking contemporary building dedicated to the martyred Korean independence fighter. Ahn was executed for assassinating Ito Hirobumi, the Japanese governor-general of Korea, in 1909 at Harbin station in Japanese-controlled Manchuria.

[image: jpg]
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At the Summit

Bongsudae is a 1993 recreation of one of the 673 Joseon-dynasty stone beacons across Korea, used to notify the central government of urgent political and military information.

N Seoul Tower (pictured), the geographical centre of Seoul, is visible for miles around, and has extensive views of the city from its observation deck. The night-time illumination of the tower is used by the city to indicate levels of air pollution. There are plenty of drinking and dining options in and around the tower. Millions of padlocks inscribed with lovers’ names also festoon the site’s railings.


QUICK BREAK

The bibimbap at self-serve Mokmyeoksan Horaengi ( ₩; 10.30am-7.30pm) is delicious and good value. The restaurant is named after the ancient word for Namsan (Mokmyeok).





TOP EXPERIENCE

Deoksugung

One of Seoul’s five main palaces, Deoksugung offers a mix of traditional Korean and neoclassical Western-style architecture. The grounds are open until 8pm, when you can see the buildings illuminated, and include a branch of the MMCA (National Museum of Modern & Contemporary Art).


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The changing of the guards with participants in colourful Joseon-era costumes is staged at the Daehanmun main gate at 11am, 2pm and 3.30pm Tuesday to Sunday.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information.



Palace History

Deoksugung (meaning Palace of Virtuous Longevity) was first lived in by King Seonjo in 1592 after Japanese invaders destroyed all of Seoul’s other palaces. From 1615 Deoksugung was a secondary palace, until 1897 when King Gojong moved here to be near foreign legations in the city at the time. It was at Deoksugung that Gojong proclaimed Joseon’s new status as the Korean Empire. Despite being forced by the Japanese to abdicate in 1907, Gojong resided in the palace until his death in 1919.

King’s Domain

Gojong held court in Junghwajeon, the palace’s decorative main throne hall. To the south is Hamnyeongjeon, his private chambers, and behind that is Jeonggwanheon, a pavilion designed by Russian architect Aleksey Seredin-Sabatin as a place for the emperor to savour coffee and entertain guests. Gojong developed a taste for the beverage while holed up for a year in the Russian legation following the assassination of Queen Min. The pavilion’s pillars, a veranda and metal railings are decorated with deer and bats – both auspicious creatures.


[image: jpg]
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Western-Style Buildings

Seokjojeon (pictured) a 1910 neoclassical-style palace by British architect GR Harding, houses the Daehan Empire History Museum. You can go inside as part of a 45-minute tour, best booked online. Tours depart roughly every half-hour until 5pm. Key rooms have had their interiors restored to how they would have been during Gojong’s residence. The high point is standing on the balcony overlooking the western wing and formal terrace.

The western wing, designed by a Japanese architect in 1938, now houses MMCA Deoksugung, a venue for exhibitions of contemporary art. In the palace’s northwest corner is Dondeokjeon Hall. Inside, a video art projection imaginatively conjures up the early-20th-century scenes around the palace.


QUICK BREAK

Outside, to the left of Deoksugung’s main gate, the palace’s stone southern wall creates a curved path that leads towards pleasant cafe Le Pul (₩; 11am–8pm).





TOP EXPERIENCE

Namdaemun Market

At the sprawling Namdaemun Market you can find pretty much anything, from food and flowers to spectacles and camera equipment. Geared to wholesale transactions, haggling over bulk-buy prices is encouraged here. As well as shopping bargains, it’s a great spot for cheap and tasty eats.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Avoid visiting on Sunday when few shops are open. If you want to eat at the market, show up before 8pm when most food stalls shut.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information.



Market Sections

Pick up a map from Namdaemun Market Tourist Information Center on the main alley near Gate 5. Eyewear, souvenirs and clothes are sold along this central alley, while the Daedo Arcade Building has more craft items and traditional Korean cookware. Camera shops are clustered around Gate 1, near which is Alpha, a mammoth stationery-and-art-supplies store.

Food Alleys

Stalls selling handmade kalguksu noodles are clustered on Kalguksu Alley. Cutlassfish Alley specialises in grilled mackerel and claypots of galchi (cutlassfish). Both alleys are open from 6am to 8pm. The most famous hotteok (deep-fried pancakes) stall is next to Gate 2 – as well as the usual sugar and nut variety, they do ones filled with vegetables. By Gate 5 is a stall selling gorgonzola-filled hotteok.

Market Periphery

Opposite Gate 1 is Sungnyemun, the oldest and largest of the City Wall’s remaining wall gates. The ceremonial opening and closing of the gate takes place at 10am and 3.30pm. The elegant department store Shinsegae is at the market’s eastern corner. Check out the opulent supermarket and food court in the basement, and its roof garden.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Gwangjang Market

The covered Gwangjang Market is home to Seoul’s premier meokjagolmok (food alley), where 200 or so street food, kimchi and other food vendors are clustered alongside fabric, hanbok (traditional clothing) and bedding stalls. Head to the upper floors for vintage and secondhand clothing bargains.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

To get directions and a printed market map, look for the ‘Red Angel’ Seoul Tourism guides who stand near the first cross alley from North Gate 1.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information.



What to Eat

The food that Gwangjang is most famous for is crispy golden nokdu bindaetteok (mung-bean pancake) – the cluster of stalls frying them is at the junction of alleys at the market’s east end. You can take away or squeeze on to benches beside the many vendors’ stalls along the alleyways.

There’s a lot more to munch on including freshly made mandu (dumplings), kalguksu noodles, jokbal (braised pig’s trotters) and gimbap (seaweed-wrapped rice rolls). There’s also an alley devoted to beef tartare stalls.

Look out for freshly squeezed fruit-juice stalls and the hipster cafe chain Onion (11am-7pm) serving lattes and slices of flaky pastry pie with strawberry sauce.

Fabric, Clothing & Souvenirs

Gwangjang’s other speciality is textiles, sold by the metre or made up into clothing as hanbok or bedding. Head upstairs to hunt through the secondhand clothing stalls, piled high with everything from flannel shirts, sweatshirts and army jackets to choice pieces of vintage and designer fashion.

For cute souvenirs, including arty postcards, local craft beers and spirits, and decal-covered purses, hunt down 365 Iljang near South Gate 1.



EXPERIENCES

Marvel at Seoul City Hall ’s Green WallArchitecture

map Google map

It’s impossible to miss the symbolism of the giant tsunami wave-shaped glass building of Seoul City Hall, looming over the old Japanese-built civic building, now the Seoul Metropolitan Library (map Google map). Step inside the lobby to view a seven-storey vertical garden. Adjacent is a 24m-tall stack of white balloons: the striking art installation Metaseosa Seobeol by Jeon Su-cheon.

In the basement is Citizens Hall (map Google map). This multipurpose space with a variety of exhibitions includes the Gungisi Relics Exhibition Hall (map Google map), preserving an archaeological site from the Joseon dynasty found during the construction of the new City Hall.

The interior of the handsome old City Hall is worth a quick look for the old mayor’s office and an exhibition on Seoul’s recent history. The grassy Seoul Plaza (map Google map) in front of both buildings is often used for events; it’s turned into an outdoor ice-skating rink between December and February.


TOP PICKS FOR KIDS

Seoul Animation Center

map Google map

The tinies will love the Korean cartoon characters in the playground section of this centre. Teens will appreciate the library of comics, graphic novels and general books about global animation.

Bank of Korea Money Museum

map Google map

Educational, with interactive displays like pressing coins, testing for counterfeit notes and the moving big bags of coins in the vault.

T.um

map Google map

Travel to Space Control Centre then to Underwater City, where your mission is to save the world from an asteroid collision. Book ahead for VR headset fun and games at this experiential exhibition at SK Telecom’s HQ.



Be Amazed by the Art at the Location of Catholic MartyrsMuseum

The site of a gate in the City Wall, Seosomun was once a market place and the Joseon dynasty’s public-execution grounds. During the 19th century, many Catholics were put to death here for their beliefs. The Seosomun Historical Park (map Google map) and the Seosomun Shrine History Museum (map Google map) is an extraordinary integrated complex that commemorates these religious martyrs.

In the park, look for the Ttukke Umul (Executioner’s Well), where the executioner washed his sword; Jo Wan-hul’s artwork Chronicles of Seosomun; and Homeless Jesus, a sculpture of a homeless person sleeping on a bench.

A ramp from the park leads down into the subterranean museum, which also houses St Chong Ha-sand Chapel, accessed through a beautiful bronze door. Don’t miss the soothing video art projected onto the walls of the Consolation Hall and the open-air Sky Square, dominated by Jeong Hyun’s People Standing: 44 martyr statues fashioned from old railway sleepers.

Stroll along the Cheong-gye-cheonWalking

map Google map

The Cheong-gye-cheon, a 10.9km revitalised stream, provides a sunken pedestrian corridor with landscaped walkways, and places to rest and enjoy the trickling water and wildlife that has returned to the city. The embankment walls and surroundings are graced with public artworks, such as the giant pink-and-blue shell entitled Spring in Cheong-gye Plaza (map Google map).

Between the Gwang-gyo and Jangton-gyo bridges is a 192m mural depicting the Banchado, an eight-day procession made by King Jeongjo and a retinue of 1800 to visit his father’s tomb. Continue past Dongdaemun and you’ll eventually reach the Cheong-gye-cheon Museum.

Enjoy the Gardens of Seoullo 7017Park

map Google map

Another impressive urban regeneration project is Seoullo 7017, a 1970s overpass that has been imaginatively transformed into a 938m park. Along it is a garden of trees, shrubs, grasses and flowers displayed in circular concrete basins, some of which are painted with street art. Seoullo (sounding like ‘Seoul Road’ in English) opened in 2017, giving meaning to the numbers 17 alongside the original build year of 1970.

The 17m-high overpass, which provides views of the surrounding architecture and trains rolling in and out of Seoul station, starts on Toegye-ro at Namdaemun Market Gate 5 (which is also Hoehyeon station, Exit 5). The midpoint entrance is beside Seoul station.

Discover the Art Around Seoul StationArt

Culture Station Seoul 284 (map Google map), which was once Seoul’s central railway station, is a grand 1925 Renaissance-style building that has been beautifully restored inside and out to become a space for free events and exhibitions. The number 284 refers to the station’s historic site number.

Accessed off Seoullo 7017, there’s public art hidden away in Docking Seoul (map Google map). This fascinating project has transformed a spiral car park ramp into a site for installation artworks, including My Universe Color by Park Jiyoun, slender metallic columns that reflect a rainbow onto the concrete walls.

Tour the Seoul Museum of ArtArt

map Google map

The main branch of Seoul Museum of Art (SeMA) offers superbly curated free exhibitions, most of which are temporary and focus on the cream of Korean creatives. The museum, which combines contemporary architecture with the 1928 former Supreme Court building, is fronted by a sculpture park.

Other branches of SeMA scattered across Seoul include the Nam June Paik Memorial House near Dongdaemun, and the Photographic Arts Center, Seoul Museum of Art in the northern district of Dobong-gu, which is due to open at the end of 2024.

Visit Old Korean Buildings at Namsangol Hanok VillageCultural centre

map Google map

A great place to learn about traditional Korean culture, Namsangol Hanok Village features five yangban (upper class) wooden houses from the Joseon era, relocated to this compound at the foot of Namsan from different parts of Seoul.

You can explore by yourself or join a free hour-long guided tour; English tours are at noon Thursday to Sunday, and 2pm Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday. On weekends from April to October, there are also cultural programs including wearing hanbok, calligraphy and making hanji (traditional paper) – reserve online at hanok maeul.or.kr.

Also here is Seoul Namsan Gugakdang (map Google map), a 300-seat underground theatre where traditional music is performed.

Enjoy Dinner & a Show at Korea HousePerforming arts

map Google map

Royal banquet-style cuisine is served at Korea House, a restaurant and cultural centre (closed on Sundays) based in a grand hanok. The intimate theatre stages dance and music performances, including elegant court dances, pansori (type of opera) singing and samgomu (acrobatic female drummers) – for diners there’s a discount on the show. There’s also a shop stocking quality design goods and crafts.

Graze at Myeong-dong’s Food OutletsStreet food

map Google map

Myeong-dong’s streets are always lively, particularly at night when food stalls do brisk business. Grilled-meat skewers, roast lobster tails coated with cheese, mochi-wrapped fruits and ramen omelettes are among the takeaway items you can find here.

For sit-down meals, there are some long-established restaurants. Myeong-dong Gyoja (map Google map) has specialised in kalguksu noodles since 1966; it’s Michelin-listed, as is the 1939-vintage Hadongkwan (map Google map), famous for its gomtang (beef bone soup). Yeong-yang Centre (map Google map) has been serving up tasty tongdak (rotisserie chicken) and samgyetang (ginseng and rice-stuffed chicken soup) since 1960.

Get a Makeover in Myeong-dongShopping

Myeong-dong is a great place to get a new look. There are local fashion chains such as SPAO and 8Seconds and boutiques like su;py, as well as many familiar international brands. There are also branches of major local beauty brands Olive Young, Nature Republic and Innisfree.

At Beauty Play (map Google map) sample specialist beauty products from small companies and arrange consultations. Nearby Molto (map Google map), a Italian-themed cafe with an outdoor deck, offers a prime view of Myeong-dong Catholic Cathedral (map Google map).


TOP PICKS FOR THEATRE

Seoul’s theatre and performing arts scene offers several long-running shows that don’t require any knowledge of Korean.

Nanta Theatre Jung-gu

map Google map

Set in a kitchen, this high-octane show mixes magic tricks, samulnori folk music, drumming, kitchen utensils, comedy, dance, martial arts and audience participation. It’s top-class entertainment.

The Painters

map Google map

Six talented performers with K-Pop boy band looks create art live, in a dazzling show that includes slick urban dance routines.

National Theater of Korea

map Google map

Several venues here are home to the national drama, changgeuk (Korean opera), orchestra and dance companies.



Admire the Street Murals of Seoul Comic RoadStreet art

map Google map

Connecting Namsan Cable Car with Myeongdong subway station, and a short walk from the Seoul Animation Center, is Seoul Comic Road. Also known as Zaemiro, this area is populated with companies in Korea’s animation and manhwa (print comics) industries. Giant graphic street art by Grafflex brightens the hillside streets and there are character statues and other murals to discover. Drop into the charming showroom of Studio Meditation with a Pencil (map Google map), an animation company with a Studio Ghibli vibe. Also look out for the popular Vegan Kitchen (map Google map) and Illusien (map Google map), a ‘happiness curation store’ stacked with colourfully designed items.


THE EVOLUTION OF SEWOON PLAZA

Sewoon Sangga (map Google map) is much more than a Brutalist building cutting a four-block swathe through Euljiro. Remains of the city going back to the 15th century can be viewed under the base of the section opposite Jongmyo.

The plaza, founded in 1968 as Korea’s first residential-commercial complex, still houses the electrical retailers that cluster in this neighbourhood. Recent initiative ‘Makercity Sewoon’ targets young entrepreneurs, enthralled by Seoul’s craze for all things ‘newtro’. Specialist cafes, craft beer pubs, fashion ateliers and much more can be found in a location that featured in the 2021 TV drama Vincenzo.



Ride the Hallyu Wave at HiKR GroundCultural centre

map Google map

HiKR Ground is a tourist information centre and showcase for the K-wave creative industries (known as hallyu). Head to the 5th floor for information on Korea’s tourist hotspots and the HiKR Lounge, with a balcony overlooking the Cheong-gye-cheon. On the floors below are exhibitions on Korea’s dynamic pop culture, including giant media walls and visual projections. On the 2nd floor in K-Pop Ground, have fun dressing up and posing for photos in five music video stage sets.

Hang Out in Hip-jiroNeighbourhood

Nicknamed Hip-jiro because of its trendy cafes and bars, Euljiro is a fascinating neighbourhood to explore. By day, it’s a hive of print and stationery shops, electrical retailers and bathroom-fixtures sellers. Come nightfall, neon-drenched alleys are thronged with people enjoying the latest bars and restaurants.

Hidden amongst all this are some gems of Seoul’s cafe scene, such as Coffee Hanyakbang (map Google map; 10am-10pm) with two separate sections down a narrow alley. Mother-of-pearl-inlaid furniture, old pharmacy fixtures and eye-catching art give this coffee specialist a wonderfully retro vibe.

Horangii Coffee (map Google map), on the 2nd floor outside the arcade of Sewoon Sangga, is known for its lattes and Japanese-style ‘fruit sando’ – a strawberry and cream sandwich. In the same location are Ggeek Beer Company, the pop-up gallery Another News Room (map Google map), and My Own Private Cinema (map Google map) for cool K-movie posters, books and recordings.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

₩ Cheap     ₩ ₩ Moderate     ₩ ₩ ₩ Pricey
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Eating

Noodle Specialists

Menten₩ ₩

map Google map

Just two ramen dishes: shoyu (soy-sauce broth) or tantanmen (spicy broth with minced pork) – both delicious. 11.40am-2.30pm & 5.40-8pm Mon-Sat

Woo-rae-oak₩ ₩

map Google map

Since 1946 this has been the place for naengmyeon (buckwheat cold noodles) and beef dishes bulgogi and galbi. 11.30am-10pm

Korean Classics

Joseonok₩ ₩ ₩

map Google map

Specialising in succulent galbi since 1937. 11.30am-2.30pm & 4.30-9.30pm Mon-Sat

Odarijip₩ ₩ ₩

map Google map

K-Pop singers perform while you tuck into marinated crab or grilled beef dishes. 9am-midnight

[image: img]
Drinking

Cafes

Café Gabaedo

map Google map

Try the matcha latte and tiramisu in three flavours at this charming cafe in a 1910 building. 8am-9pm

Asoto Bakery

map Google map

Retro Japanese theme with a not-so-secret backroom cafe. Try their melon pan and cream-filled buns. 11am-7.30pm

Craft Beer

Euljiro Brewing

map Google map

Don’t be put off by their ironic logo of a guy throwing up: their beers are excellent. 3.30pm-2am

Ggeek Beer Company

map Google map

Quenching ales from an award-winning microbrewery, including a pale ale, lager and porter. 4-11pm Mon-Sat

Bars

Ace Four Club

map Google map

There’s a Mad Men vibe at this cocktail bar in a retro dabang (cafe). Its West Wing section has a prime view of Euljiro. 5pm-1am

Gye Young Bae

map Google map

Asian-themed speakeasy that’s worth tracking down. Serves local alcohols and allows food from nearby Gwangjang Market. 6-11pm

[image: img]
Shopping

Fashion

Åland

map Google map

Multi-label boutique for local designer fashion and homewares as well as some vintage pieces. 11am-10pm

su;py

map Google map

See what’s coming next in Korean fashion at this hip boutique.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Visiting the DMZ

Around 55km north of Seoul is the heavily fortified Demilitarized Zone (DMZ). Slashing across the peninsula for 240km, the 4km-wide buffer is a sinister place where the tension is palpable. Surreally, it’s also a major tourist attraction, with several observation points allowing you to peek into North Korea.


[image: jpg]

CHINTUNG LEE/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


PLANNING TIP

Be flexible with your plans visiting the DMZ. There are no tours on Mondays and all tours may be cancelled if there are military manoeuvres or dangerous incidents at the border.

[image: barcode]

Scan for full details of the Imjingak Tourist Site.



By Tour Only

The DMZ is not somewhere you can casually wander into. Most people opt for a coach tour with a guide from Seoul. Many tour companies offer identical half-day itineraries including the Third Infiltration Tunnel, Dora Observatory and supermarket/souvenir complex in Unification Village. Full-day tours include the Joint Security Area at Panmunjeom.

It’s also possible to drive or take public transport to Imjingak Park, dedicated to the 10 million Koreans separated from their families when the peninsula was divided. If you’re on a small Seoul coach tour, you’ll also disembark here to join the general tour, which follows the half-day itinerary. Tickets are sold on a first-come, first-served basis. The first tour departs at 9.20am and the last at 2.40pm. On any tour you will need to bring your passport.

Joint Security Area

The highlight of any trip to the DMZ is the Joint Security Area (JSA) at Panmunjeom, where the Military Demarcation Line separates South and North Korea. This ultra-high security area is not always open for tours but, if it is, you’ll have the chance to enter the UN building where the 1953 truce was signed. This is the only place where you can safely walk – briefly – into North Korea.

Third Infiltration Tunnel

Since 1974 four tunnels have been found running under the DMZ, dug by the North Koreans so that their army could launch a surprise attack. Walking along 265m of this 73m-deep Third Infiltration Tunnel is not for the claustrophobic or the tall: you’ll soon realise why visitors get issued hard hats.

Dora Observatory

Peer through binoculars into North Korea from this hilltop complex (pictured). On a clear day you can see Kaesong city and Kaesong Industrial Complex, where for a time cheap North Korean labourers were employed by South Korean conglomerates.


QUICK BREAK

There are touristy cafes and restaurants at Imjingak, Dora Observatory and the Unification Village supermarket where you can also buy souvenirs, such as the popular DMZ chocolates.







Explore

Western Seoul

Seoul’s principal student quarter, Hongdae, packs a punch, particularly at night when its clubs, dance spots and live-music venues come alive. The site of Hongik University, it’s also close to Yonsei, Sogang and Ewha Womans universities. South, on the Han River, Yeouido – a 3km-long and 2km-wide island – is home to international finance and investment firms, as well as the National Assembly. Attractions here include Yeouido Park and Yeouido Hangang Park, both lovely places to walk or go for a bike ride. Nearby is Noryangjin, Seoul’s premier fish market, while southwest is Mullae Arts Village, famous for its ironworks shops, street art and design studios. Further afield, stunning parks and gardens beckon the nature-hungry.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-subwaygif]b Subway

Easily accessible by subway, Hongik University is a transfer point between several lines, including the Gyeongui-Jungang line and the A’REX (Airport Express) line from both Incheon and Gimpo international airports. On Line 2, Hapjeong is just one stop away from Hongik University; transfer here to Line 6 for Mangwon and World Cup Stadium, westward. Line 9 takes you south of the river to Noryangjin, Yeouido and, further afield, Seoul Botanic Park. On Yeouido, travelling on foot or by bicycle are both pleasant ways to get around the island.


THE BEST

Shop seafood market NORYANGJIN

Hit HONGDAE STREET for its nightlife

Walk, picnic and play at WORLD CUP PARK

Take a sunset cruise down the HAN RIVER

Go on a horticultural journey at SEOUL BOTANIC PARK
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1Top Experiences

Noryangjin Fish MarketE8

Seoul Botanic ParkA4




1Experiences

1Mangridan StreetB3

Dotori Caricature(see 1)

Viva Salon(see 1)

2Chaeg BarB3

3Bokdeokbang Natural Makgeolli HouseB3

4World Cup ParkA2

5World Cup StadiumA1

6War & Women’s Human Rights MuseumC2

7Seonyudo ParkA4

8E-Land CruiseE7

9Mullae Arts VillageA8

10AnsanE1

11Hongjecheon WaterfallE1

12Cafe PokpoE1

13Gyeongui Line Forest ParkD2

14CU Ramen LibraryA7

15Oil Tank Culture ParkA1

16Hangdong RailroadA8

17Pureun ArboretumA8

18Seoul Battleship ParkA3

19National Aviation Museum of KoreaA4




5Eating

20NanC4

21OkdongsikC3

22Yetmat Seoul BulgogiC4

23Hongik Sutbul GalbiD3

24Old ShanghaiF5

Cheonji Yang Ggochi(see 1)

25Oreno RamenC4

26Samcheongdong ShabuE2

27KotetsuC4

28Drunken VeganD3




6Drinking

Little Big(see 23)

29Bar DaB5

30ListenC4

31d\.stillB7

32Unity Record BarA6

33ManpyongC4

Seoul Brewery(see 33)

34MysterLee Brewing CompanyF4

35La LuzB7

36Mike’s CabinB6

37Zen BarB6

38Club FFB7

39NB2B7

40Channel 1969D2




7Shopping

41The Hyundai SeoulD7

42IFC MallD7










WALKING TOUR

Take an Island Walk on Yeouido

Seoul’s centre of legislative politics and international finance, Yeouido – or Yeoui Island – is also a pretty place to stroll through parks along the river. It’s a popular spot for families, and couples on dates, which – along with pleasing views – offers a fun mix of up-in-the-sky to down-underground activities.


START

National Assembly

END

Waterlight Sq

LENGTH

4.8km; 1¾ hours

[image: jpg]


1 A Political Start

Emerging from National Assembly station, Exit 6, you’ll soon be greeted by the Korean parliamentary building’s defining blue dome – along with the signs and shouts of the demonstrators who regularly gather there. Completed in 1975, the National Assembly building is open to foreign visitors who apply by email in advance.

2 People-Watch in the Park

After crossing the street and heading southeast, you’ll find yourself at Yeouido Park, filled with gardens, statues, sports facilities and a pond, which makes for an ideal place to people-watch. There’s also an aeroplane, a nod to the park’s history as the airstrip of an international airport constructed by the Imperial Japanese Army in 1916 during colonial rule.

3 Go Underground

Opposite the park, you’ll see what at first glance appears to be any ordinary lift. It’s actually the entrance to SeMA Bunker, a former military bunker discovered in 2005 and transformed into an extension of the Seoul Museum of Art. The space hosts special temporary exhibitions, so check SeMA’s website for the installation schedule.

4 Coffee Break

Perk up with an Americano from TFT Coffee Roasters, or an ‘Iceberg’, their signature caffe latte.

5 High in the Sky

Further east, spot the glimmering facade of Seoul’s so-called Golden Bar. Once the tallest building outside of North America, the 63 Square building remains an iconic landmark in Korea, named for its number of storeys, though only 60 of them are actually above ground. At the top is the gallery 63 Sky Art; at the bottom the aquarium Aqua Planet 63.

6 Scream Scene

Circle north to Yeouido Hangang Park, where the creature from Bong Joon-ho’s 2006 sci-fi-horror film Gwoemul (The Host) awaits you. The 5-tonne Host Sculpture brings the Parasite director’s fantasy – about a monster borne of toxic waste rising out of the Han River to eat humans – to reality, right before your eyes.

7 Floating Performance

Continue walking west until you reach the park’s Waterlight Square, and see what might be on at the droplet-shaped Waterlight Stage, designed by Yoon Chang-gi and Zhang Xiaoyi, and billed to be the world’s first retractable floating stage.



WALKING TOUR

Experience Hectic Hongdae

The historical epicentre of Korea’s alternative arts scene, Hongdae – a shortening of ‘Hongik Daehakyo’ – is the name of not only Seoul’s leading arts university, but also the broader neighbourhood. Wandering streets packed with entertainment and cultural venues is a dizzying, delightful adventure.


START

Gyeongui Line Forest Park

END

Hongdae Playground

LENGTH

3.2km; 1½ hours
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1 Walk the Line

From Hongik University station, stroll southeast through Gyeongui Line Forest Park, an old railway line that’s been converted into a walking path, flanked with tall trees and lots of eateries.

2 Neighbourhood Knoll

Cross the road and head to Wau Park, a favourite neighbourhood green space and often-welcome reprieve from the raucousness that surrounds it. The park encompasses Wau Mountain with some nice walking trails, along with basketball courts and other sports facilities.

3 University Gate

Leave the park the way you came in, turn left, then left again, and follow the main road past Hongik University, instantly identifiable by its massive main gate. The Hongdae neighbourhood owes its lively, vibrant vibe to this university, which moved here in the 1950s and brought with it an infusion of youth and creativity. Return in the evening to take in Eoulmadang-ro, popularly known as Hongdae Street. Several levels of tightly packed bars and restaurants line the road, while in the concrete spaces between, big crowds gather to watch the artistic stylings of dance crews and busking musicians who put on rousing street performances.

4 Familiar Friends

Kakao Talk, or KaTalk, is Korea’s WhatsApp, but with cute characters and way, way more features. Stop into the Kakao Friends Hongdae Flagship Store, where you can meet all the pals – from Ryan the maneless lion to Muzi the radish in rabbit’s clothing – in the form of life-sized statues and every adorable trinket you could imagine. There’s also a cafe inside.

5 Feeling Slurpy

Convenience stores are a dime a dozen in South Korea – but keep an eye out for this branch of CU, on your right on Jandari-ro, notable for its Ramen Library.

6 Dance Party

As you walk along Jandari-ro, look for the striking KT&G SangsangMadang, whose concrete-and-glass pattern is meant to resemble both butterfly wings and butter on toast. Take a left on Wausan-ro, also known as Club Street for its famous hip-hop and EDM venues, including NB (stands for Noise Basement), as well as many greasy-food joints for late-night cravings.

7 Playtime

Up ahead is Hongdae Playground, a small triangular park that gets busy after dark when the club-goers come out to mingle. If you’re in the mood, join them.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Noryangjin Fish Market

The largest seafood market in Seoul, Noryangjin Fish Market was established in 1927 and relocated here in 1971, with the current multistorey complex opening its doors in 2016. Among the more than 700 stalls, you’re sure to encounter a plethora of sea creatures you’ve never seen before. (Penis fish, anyone?)


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

As a wet market selling live seafood, Noryangjin is, well, wet. Close-toed shoes are a must for navigating the puddly aisles, as are clothes that can withstand the errant splish-splash or two.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information.



Market Stalls

Come to Noryangjin with an empty stomach and an adventurous spirit – having a calculator app ready to go on your phone doesn’t hurt either, to make for easier communication while haggling, which is customary and expected here. This is a 24-hour market, but if you want to see it at its liveliest, arrive in time for the series of auctions, which kick off every day around midnight.

Restaurants

Once you’ve bought your seafood, eat it at one of the many restaurants upstairs. It’s common for specific vendors to partner with specific restaurants, in which case someone will lead you to the appropriate establishment. They’ll ask how you want your purchases prepared, or they’ll tell you their recommended way.

It’s also possible to enjoy a meal without shopping at the market, simply by ordering from a restaurant’s menu. Some popular dishes include hoe (raw sliced fish), steamed crab, grilled shellfish and maeuntang (spicy soup). Be sure to sample all the dipping sauces too, from the sesame oil to the cho-gochujang (red pepper paste mixed with vinegar).



TOP EXPERIENCE

Seoul Botanic Park

At this well-designed botanical garden, go on a round-the-world horticultural journey that wends its way through plant life from 12 countries. Seoul Botanic Park, which officially opened in 2019, makes for a relaxing getaway that, despite its Seoul-city address, feels a world apart from the capital’s congestion.


map


PLANNING TIP

The greenhouse and botanical gardens are closed on Mondays, though the connected parks are public and open year-round.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information.



Greenhouse

Seoul Botanic Park bills itself as the world’s only concave greenhouse. Listening to its audioguide, available in English, you’ll be chaperoned by its resident alien, Bao Bao, through the climate zones of Jakarta, Hanoi, Sao Paulo and Bogotá in the Tropics Hall – where there’s an 8m-tall skywalk for up-high viewing – and onwards through Barcelona, San Francisco, Rome, Tashkent, Cape Town, İstanbul, Perth and Athens in the Mediterranean Hall.

Indoor Facilities

At the Plant Library, flick through one of 9000 books, many in English, on horticulture and ecology, and find out about the Seed Library program. Other facilities include restaurants, cafes, exhibition space, a rooftop observatory and an aquaponics-powered smart farm.

Botanical Gardens

Wander through eight themed gardens, including a ‘meditative garden’, designed according to traditional Korean aesthetics; a ‘memory garden’, featuring plants that used to be common; and a ‘windy garden’, where you can listen to swaying silver grass. Further on, trails connect to a field with a forest-learning school, a lake surrounded by irises, and a wetland with a bridge crossing over to the Han River.



EXPERIENCES

Mosey Around Mangridan StreetStreet

map Google map

This popular street, actually Poeun-ro but nicknamed Mangridan-gil, unfurls like a hit-list of all the most on-trend things to do in Seoul these days. Step into one of the many photo booths to snap a few pictures, or sit down at Dotori Caricature (map Google map) to get a cute drawing done of yourself. Check out Viva Salon (map Google map), full of miniature toys and dolls, for a coffee with a side of curio kitsch. Then go up the street to the bookstore-bar hybrid Chaeg Bar (map Google map) for a highball with your book-browsing. Finish up at Bokdeokbang Natural Makgeolli House (map Google map) for dinner and a glass of makgeolli (milky rice wine).

Stop & Smell the Flowers at World Cup ParkPark

map Google map

You’d never know this gorgeous park, built to commemorate the 2002 FIFA World Cup, is partially set atop a former landfill. Made up of five connected parks – Pyeonghwa, Nanjicheon, Nanji Hangang, Haneul and Noeul – World Cup Park is collectively one of Seoul’s most expansive green spaces, outfitted with walking and cycling paths, sports facilities, children’s playgrounds and convenience stores.

Across the bridge from World Cup Stadium (map Google map), Pyeonghwa (Peace) Park features a small pond and art installations, and is a popular place for families to picnic. Westwards, Haneul (Sky) Park offers excellent views across the city as well as photo-ops amid the tall reeds, while the adjacent Noeul (Sunset) Park is known for its hillside campsites. To the north is Nanjicheon (Nanji Stream) Park, with wooden boardwalks crossing the water, colourful wildflowers and a broad field often used for kite-flying. To the south is Nanji Hangang (Nanji Han River) Park, which includes the wetland Nanji Ecological Park, another campsite and a couple of pools.

Remember Survivors at the War & Women’s Human Rights MuseumMuseum

map Google map

The thoughtfully laid out War & Women’s Human Rights Museum, closed on Mondays, shares the stories of Korean ‘comfort women’, the survivors of sexual trafficking and slavery by the Japanese military from 1932 to 1945. While signage and videos are largely in Korean, the English audioguide included with admission narrates the route through the exhibits, taking you outside to a gravel alley lined with the artwork of victims, downstairs to a video display, and upstairs to a history and memorial hall. View the testimonials, belongings and photos of survivors while learning about their ongoing fight for justice. The museum concludes with an exhibit about sexual violence against women in war and conflict worldwide, including the Vietnamese survivors of sexual violence by Korea’s own soldiers during the Vietnam War.

Think Sustainably at Seonyudo ParkPark

map Google map

On Seonyu Island in the Han River, a former wastewater treatment plant has been renovated into an award-winning eco-park, Seonyudo Park. Old industrial buildings overlook pretty green spaces, which include lotus-covered ponds, plant nurseries and cherry blossom trees. Get here by walking across the bridge from the Seonyudo subway station, disembarking directly on the island itself at the Seonyudo bus stop or cycling from one of the nearby stretches of the Hangang Park system.

Cruise Down the Han RiverCruise

At Yeouido Hangang Park, go on a scenic river ride. E-Land Cruise (map Google map) offers a variety of options, from the basic daytime, sunset and starlight rides with live music on board, to the premium afternoon tea, champagne music and dinner buffet tours. Book tickets on-site or in advance at elandcruise.com.

Spark Your Creativity at Mullae Arts VillageArea

map Google map

Heading south from Mullae station along the main drag, there doesn’t appear to be much going on of note. But enter the network of alleyways southeast and you’ll soon stumble into the imaginative Mullae Arts Village area where older ironworks spaces sit near newer visual arts studios, and creative street art abounds. On weekends, when painted-up workshop doors are shut, even more artworks emerge. Crossing over to the other side of Dorim-ro, there’s a bevy of pint-sized galleries, cafes, restaurants and watering holes, where you can order everything from traditional Korean to up-market Italian food. It’s a photogenic neighbourhood that rewards the ambler, so take your time to poke around.


Tips for Cycling

The riverfront is the best place to cycle in Seoul, with extensive bike paths along the Han River. While you can rent a bike from a bike-rental tent, and return it to the same location, a more convenient option is to use the Ttareungi bike-sharing system, for easy return to any one of its hundreds of stations around the city. Rental fees start at just ₩1000 for one hour, ₩2000 for two hours or ₩5000 for the day. With the Discover Seoul Pass, a one-time 24-hour rental is free.



Chase Waterfalls at AnsanMountain

map Google map

A relatively easy climb, 295.5m Ansan is topped with bongsudae, a set of the smoke-signal beacons used during the Joseon dynasty. The numerous trails wending through the forests below include the mostly wooden-planked Ansan Jarak-gil and a healing red soil trail, for which you’ll need to remove your shoes. On the northwest side of the mountain, past the Yeonhui Forest Rest Area, the sounds of the artificial Hongjecheon Waterfall (map Google map) make for a soothing mood, as you take the stones across Hongje Stream to step into city life once again. But maybe before you do, turn right to go to Cafe Pokpo (map Google map) for a coffee with a waterfall view on its back deck.

Walk the Gyeongui Line Forest ParkPark

map Google map

Built atop the former railroad tracks of the Gyeongui Line, the 6.3km-long Gyeongui Line Forest Park is a pleasant path for walking between Gajwa station and Hyochang Park station, with lots of restaurants, cafes and bars along the way. The most sought-out stretch is Yeontral Park, next to Exit 3 of Hongik University station in Yeonnam-dong, nicknamed after New York City’s Central Park. In the summer, people gather here to picnic with friends. The Gyeongui Line was built by the Japanese in 1905 and abandoned in the early 1950s.

Slurp Up a Snack at the CU Ramen LibraryConvenience store

map Google map

Hiding in plain sight, in a mostly nondescript convenience store in Hongdae, is an instant ramen lover’s paradise. The very special CU Ramen Library features a wall of floor-to-ceiling shelving filled end-to-end with instant ramen of every variety, each package neatly lined up like a book spine. Come and browse the entire collection, ranging from the ultra spicy buldak (fire chicken) to the far mellower jjajang (black bean) sauce, and ‘check out’ your top picks. Don’t forget to also purchase any desired topping ingredients: canned tuna, American cheese slices, hard-boiled eggs and spring onions are all favourite additions. Then, add hot water from the dispenser, mix in your extras, grab a set of chopsticks and head to the giant ramen-cup-shaped tables to enjoy. At the end, be sure to properly dispose of any leftover ramen broth – and wipe your face.


Admire Recycled Architecture at Oil Tank Culture ParkCultural centre

map Google map

Oil Tank Culture Park opened in 2017 as a symbol of Seoul’s urban renewal. Four oil tanks abandoned out of safety concerns in the lead-up to the 2002 World Cup have been reimagined as an exhibition pavilion, amphitheatre, culture complex and media hall, while a fifth has been preserved in its original form. A sixth structure, the community space that includes a cafe and reading library, was constructed out of the dismantled pieces of the other tanks. Wander the grounds (open 24 hours), stopping at the tanks (closed on Mondays) to appreciate the architecture and artwork on display. The linked 1.35km Maebong Mountain Trail offers further walking opportunities.

Follow the Hangdong RailroadGardens

map

West in Guro District, this tree-lined track makes for a photogenic walk over to Seoul’s first arboretum. Built in 1959, the Hangdong Railroad is a single-track rail once used for freight transport. From Cheonwang station (Line 7), follow the road northwest until you see the railroad on your left. From there, it’s a scenic 15-minute walk until you reach the Pureun Arboretum (map). Set on a once-vacant area, it’s home to 2100 species of plants across about a dozen or so themed gardens, viewable from lovely boardwalks and pathways, as well as a reservoir, frog habitat and children’s playground. There are also several cafes on-site.


TOP PICKS FOR KIDS

While western Seoul is famed for its sometimes rowdy nightlife, there are plenty of options for the little ones too.

Seoul Battleship Park

map Google map

Kids can go inside a decommissioned battleship floating on the Han River, the Frigate Seoul, along with a submarine and speedboat. They’ll love touring the engine room and sailors’ quarters, and can even get dressed up as a sailor themselves, with outfits available to rent on-site. Closed Mondays.

National Aviation Museum of Korea

map

Located by Gimpo Airport, here kids can live out their high-flying fantasies, partaking in one of five interactive experiences, from pilot control to air sports. Book in advance as spots fill up quickly. Closed Mondays.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

₩ Cheap     ₩ ₩ Moderate     ₩ ₩ ₩ Pricey

[image: img]
Eating

Korean Classics

Nan₩

map Google map

A small gem featuring a simple daily set menu that includes banchan (side dishes), rice and a main. 11am-8pm Mon-Sat

Okdongsik₩

map Google map

This spot in Hapjeong is known for its Korean comfort food. Don’t miss the mandu (dumplings). 11.30am-2.30pm & 5-9pm

Yetmat Seoul Bulgogi₩ ₩

map Google map

Heaped portions of marinated beef with spring onions cooked over an open flame, along with plenty of banchan. 11am-1.30pm & 4.30-9pm

Hongik Sutbul Galbi₩ ₩

map Google map

A popular spot for a late-night meal of pork barbecue grilled on charcoal for a richer flavour. 3.30pm-4am

Chinese Eats

Old Shanghai₩ ₩

map Google map

Stop here for a pot of malatang (spicy soup) with beef or lamb. It also serves great dumplings. 4-11pm

Cheonji Yang Ggochi₩ ₩

map Google map

Roasted over coals right at your table, sizzling lamb skewers pair perfectly with a cold Tsingtao. Also get the spicy tofu. 5pm-4am

Japanese Gems

Oreno Ramen₩

map Google map

Original branch of a Michelin-starred chain, with fresh noodles and stock made in-house daily. Try the tori paitan. 11am-9pm

Samcheongdong Shabu₩ ₩

map Google map

Single-serving hotpots allow diners to individualise their broth, meat and accoutrement selections. 11am-10pm

Kotetsu₩ ₩

map Google map

A little joint in Sangsu that fries up mighty okonomiyaki (pancake). Try it with a whisky highball. 4pm-midnight

Veggie Forward

Drunken Vegan₩ ₩

map Google map

Why should carnivores have all the fun? Order the ‘fish’ and chips or lasagne, and a signature soju cocktail. 5-10pm
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Drinking

Cocktails

Little Big

map Google map

There’s no menu at this dim jazz bar; the friendly bartenders will whip you up something bespoke. 7pm-midnight Mon-Sat

Bar Da

map Google map

A 2nd-floor hideout unchanged for decades; a favourite with local artists and musicians. 7am-2am Mon-Thu, to 4am Fri & Sat


Listen

map Google map

Authentic Japanese whisky bar with a wide selection and knowledgeable bartenders; put in a song request or just enjoy the cosy atmosphere. 7pm-3am Mon-Sat

d.still

map Google map

For a break from the noisy clubs of Wausan-ro, step into this downtempo establishment for an elevated cocktail. 7pm-3am

LP Bars

Unity Record Bar

map Google map

A place for hip-hop fans to enjoy old vinyl records on a superior sound system. 6pm-2am Tue-Sun

Manpyong

map Google map

A vinyl pub with the feel of a nostalgic living room, playing a mix of classic Korean, Japanese and American pop. 8pm-midnight Wed, Thu & Sun, to 1.30am Fri & Sat

Craft Beer

Seoul Brewery

map Google map

High-quality brews (six mainstays along with seasonal selections) and a spare design aesthetic. 5pm-midnight Mon-Wed, from 1pm Sat & Sun

MysterLee Brewing Company

map Google map

A popular choice in Gongdeok, this brewery offers a wide range of beers and pizzas, pasta and salad. 1pm-midnight

Bars & Pubs

La Luz

map Google map

Bright lights and colours adorn this entertainment complex. Play basement arcade games or enjoy a cocktail at the circus-themed bar. 5pm-1am

Mike’s Cabin

map Google map

A cavernous basement bar with a diverse clientele, the Cabin is a Hongdae mainstay for dancing until the wee hours. 6pm-1am Sun-Thu, to 6am Fri & Sat

Zen Bar

map Google map

Popular with a younger crowd, foreigners and Koreans, for its drink specials. Late at night it turns into a dance venue. 9pm-5am Sun, Wed & Thu, to 6am Fri & Sat

Clubs

Club FF

map Google map

Rock concerts in the early evening and a dance club after midnight, playing pop music of all kinds from all eras. 7pm-6am Thu-Sun

NB2

map Google map

A longtime fixture of the Hongdae club scene across two floors of hip-hop and Korean music. Expect queues at peak times. 9pm-6am

Channel 1969

map Google map

A retro bar-club with a slightly more mature crowd, where DJs play anything from Japanese city pop to psychedelic stuff. 8pm-1am Wed-Sun

[image: img]
Shopping

Major Department Stores

Hyundai Seoul

map Google map

A mall so expansive it’s billed to be the size of 13 football fields, and is sure to have something to suit your style. 10.30am-8pm Mon-Thu, to 8.30pm Fri-Sun

IFC Mall

map Google map

Head to the basement of the International Finance Center to shop high-end fashion labels. 10am-10pm





Explore

Itaewon & Yongsan-gu

Home to three infamous hills – ‘Homo Hill’, ‘Halal Hill’ and ‘Hooker Hill’ – Itaewon has long been known as an international centre of Seoul. Tucked inside Yongsan Park are three museums, the Presidential Office and the former US Army Garrison, which is in the process of opening up to the public. The adjacent neighbourhoods of Gyeongridan and Haebangchon (HBC for short) are diverse enclaves of laid-back restaurants, bars and cafes. Heading east along the main drag of Itaewon-ro is the ultra bougie Hannam-dong, the preferred neighbourhood of many a celebrity Seoulite that looks out across the Han onto Gangnam.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-subwaygif]b Subway

Line 6 is the best way to reach the neighbourhoods of Haebangchon, Itaewon and Hannam-dong, with Hangangjin being the closest station to the Leeum Museum of Art. For the War Memorial of Korea, get off at Samgakji; also transfer here to Line 4 for the National Museum of Korea, the National Hangeul Museum and Yongsan Park, which are all within short walking distance of Ichon station.


THE BEST

Survey Korea’s past at the NATIONAL MUSEUM OF KOREA

Eat your way through SINHEUNG MARKET

Explore the LEEUM MUSEUM OF ART

Stroll trendy street, GYEONGRIDAN-GIL

Learn about the past at the WAR MEMORIAL OF KOREA
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1Top Experiences

National Museum of KoreaD5

Leeum Museum of ArtH2

War Memorial of KoreaC2

Yongsan ParkD5




1Experiences

1Sinheung MarketE1

2Ginn-LaooE1

3Pad KapawE1

4Sowol SotbapE1

5KarmaE1

6Ichon Hangang ParkB6

7Hyochang ParkA1

8Kim Koo MuseumA1

9Baekbin Railroad CrossingA5

10Ayheya SeoulA5

11Seoul Central MosqueG3

12Itaewon Bugundang History ParkF2

13Itaewon Antique Furniture StreetG3

14Gyeongridan StreetE2

16Yongridan StreetC3

More Than Whisky(see 16)

Teddy Beurre House(see 16)

18Amorepacific Museum of ArtB4




5Eating

15Berry Berry Very MuchG1

17HieutuB4

19Summer LaneH2

20Sunday ArvoF1

21Baker’s TableE2

22Plant Cafe & KitchenG3

23VegetusE1

24Lazy FarmersG1

25Rocka DoodleF3

26Gino’s NY PizzaF3

27Linus’ BBQF3

Morococo Cafe(see 28)

28Casablanca SandwicherieE1




6Drinking

29Why NotG3

30TranceG3

Queen(see 30)

31KockiriG3

32Bottoms UpG3

Rabbithole Arcade Pub(see 41)

33Southside ParlorE2

34BlacklistF3

Casa Corona(see 45)

35Ugly SocietyF3

36Gil Bar DakE1

37DRESSERF3

38CrownB BarG3

39VIBD BLVDC3

40ColeyE2

41Social HavenE1

42Sunset BeachF3

43Namsan Sool ClubE2

44Mr Ahn’s Craft MakgeolliE2

Lit Lounge(see 34)

hype(see 34)

Cakeshop(see 34)

45Faust / Tanz BarG3

46FountainG3




7Shopping

47BOMARKETF1

48Cat AllergyE1










WALKING TOUR

Explore Haebangchon’s Alleys

Sandwiched between Namsan and Itaewon is the little neighbourhood of Haebangchon, meaning ‘Independence Village’, full of winding hillside streets with plenty to discover. From longtime markets to up-and-coming restaurants, this route takes you on a mostly downhill walk past some of the best.


START

Undebt Cafe

END

Sinheung-ro

LENGTH

2.2km; 1 hour

[image: jpg]


1 Urban Spelunking

Kick off with a sugar high at the unique cave-themed dessert cafe Undebt. Setting the mood with stone-decorated walls and dim lighting, it serves up a decadent menu of three varieties of tiramisu and a too-good-to-pass-up brownie ice cream.

2 Solemn Stairway

After spelunking, go east to a roundabout and turn right, where you’ll come to a staircase to take down. A vestige of the occupation, these 108 Steps were built by the Japanese in 1943 as a pathway to their Shinto shrine, and Koreans living in the area were forced to walk up them to attend daily prayers. When the occupation ended, the shrine was demolished, but the steps still remain.

3 Break for Books

Not far beyond is Storage Book & Film, a sweet little indie store with an alluring ambient playlist and some real treasures tucked within its tightly packed cases.

4 A Market Mosey

Heading southeast to a web of alleyways, you’ll stumble into Sinheung Market, a one-time centre of textiles, recently turned hip dining and drinking sector. Wander around and see what strikes your fancy, be it a coffee or a cocktail. At the market’s southwest corner, outside the wine bar Maju, with its big communal table welcoming you in, look for their cute ‘kiss spot’.

5 Letter to the Future

Just outside the market is Nuldam Space, a small cafe chain special for selling letter-writing sets along with their lattes. Write a note with your memories of the moment, seal it with wax and have it mailed in the future — either to yourself or your travel companion to remember your trip to Seoul, or maybe to a loved one you wish could have joined you.

6 Subway-Bound

Finish along Sinheung-ro, the main Haebangchon street that takes you past a strip of international eateries and bars, and a stretch of stacked kimchi pots, as you make your way to Noksapyeong station.



WALKING TOUR

Take in Trendy Hannam-dong

Referenced in many hit Korean films, TV series and songs, Hannam-dong is one of the hottest neighbourhoods in Seoul. Across the river from Gangnam, it’s been home to K-Pop idols like BTS, BigBang’s G-Dragon and Blackpink’s Jennie. Tread this exclusive enclave to glimpse what all the fuss is about.


START

Yongsan Art & Craft Center

END

Hyundai Card Music Library

LENGTH

3.1km; 1¼ hours
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1 Korean Crafts

Start off at the Yongsan Art & Craft Center, which has a nice shop on the ground floor, featuring updated takes on handiworks like hanji (traditional paper) and ceramics. Up above, there are workshops and a small exhibition space.

2 An Artsy Affair

Turning left off the main drag, do a little gallery-hopping in the alleyways therein. Amidi Hannam and Hippie Hannam are two excellent options.

3 Amazing Architecture

On the other side of Hannam-daero, look for a rather trippy building in bright white: this concrete modular-form structure was designed by Kim Chan-joong of the System Lab. Once the headquarters of the Hands Corporation, it now hosts the bougie seafood restaurant Eo Mul Jeon Hannam.

4 Time for a Tart

Further on is Tartine, a San Francisco bakery known for its pecan pie, cream tarts and other scrumptious sweets. They’ve expanded around Seoul, but Hannam is their first and flagship location.

5 K-Pop-Arazzi

Nearby, take a peek at the UN Village, the ultra affluent apartment town favoured by many Korean celebs. The glamorous district has even had a song by EXO’s BaekHyun named after it.

6 The Sound of Shopping

Heading back west and down Daesagwan-ro, stop off at Sounds Hannam, an upscale brick-enclosed shopping centre with clothing boutiques, eateries and a jazz bar.

7 Caffeine Break

Down the road and to your right, spend some time strolling along Hannam-dong Cafe Street, an attractive stretch of not only coffee shops, but also restaurants, boutiques and bars. At the ever-popular Post Poetics, their speciality is foreign art and design books.

8 A Record End

Keep your eyes peeled for a back-alley set of stairs that cuts up to the main drag of Itaewon-ro. At the top and around the corner, the Hyundai Card Music Library and its adjacent Vinyl & Plastic offer a relaxing ambience for sitting back and listening to your pick of LPs. Their enormous collection encompasses a range of genres and more than 10,000 records that range from Korean hip-hop and pop classics to some rarer gems.



TOP EXPERIENCE

National Museum of Korea

At the south end of Yongsan Park, at Ichon station, the National Museum of Korea – Korea’s most visited museum – occupies a mammoth marble-lined, modernist complex. Spanning the three floors of permanent-exhibition galleries are some 270,000 cultural treasures, dating from prehistoric times to the Joseon dynasty.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Special exhibits are half-price on Culture Day, the last Wednesday of the month. Entrance to the Children’s Museum is always free, but requires reservations in advance.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information.



Exhibitions

In the ground-floor galleries, don’t miss the Golden Treasures from the Great Tomb of Hwangnam: a delicate 5th-century gold crown and belt from the Silla Kingdom dripping with jade gems; the Baekje Incense Burner, a decorative metal piece that’s an extraordinary example of the artistry of the Baekje Kingdom; or the Goryeo-dynasty Ten Storey Pagoda from Gyeongcheon Temple.

On the 2nd floor, the Room of Quiet Contemplation contains the 7th-century Pensive Bodhisattva. In the 3rd-floor sculpture and crafts gallery, view the lopsided beauty of the 18th-century Moon Jar, a white porcelain vessel from the Joseon dynasty. There are also several immersive digital galleries where you can see projections of paintings and 3D renderings of cultural artefacts.

Hour-long English-language tours leave from the lobby at 10.30am and 1pm daily. The museum’s app serves as an excellent audioguide.

Special Gallery & Grounds

Other facilities include the paid-admission Special Exhibition Gallery, and the Children’s Museum, with plenty of hands-on features and play areas.

Outside, the surrounding grounds are best appreciated in clear conditions, when the Great Hall is perfectly reflected in the large Mirror Pond (pictured) to the south and the Presidential Office is visible from the museum deck looking north.

[image: jpg]
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National Hangeul Museum

Learn about hangeul, the much-celebrated Korean alphabet and writing system, at the National Hangeul Museum on the southeast corner of the complex. Its permanent exhibition hall is an ode to Hunminjeongeum, the book explaining the principles of the script, while its special exhibition hall features contemporary artworks that remark upon its cultural impact. Weekly guided tours in English take place at 2pm and 3pm on Wednesdays.


QUICK BREAK

For picnic snacks in the park, there’s a convenience store near the main entrance, as well as several cafes and restaurants inside the complex.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Leeum Museum of Art

Tucked amid a luxury residential neighbourhood on the leafy southern slope of Namsan is Leeum Museum of Art, Korea’s premier art gallery. Stunningly designed and arranged, it balances traditional Korean art with modern and contemporary art across its three museums joined by a central lobby.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

You can buy or reserve tickets at the museum, but during peak visiting hours it’s recommended to book them online, up to 14 days, in advance. On the last Wednesday of the month, Culture Day in Korea, they’re half-price.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information.



Traditional Korean Art

Museum 1, or M1, is a fortress of terracotta bricks by Swiss architect Mario Botta that takes you on a journey through four floors of Korean painting, calligraphy, ceramics, Buddhist art and metal and wood craft covering the Goryeo and Joseon dynasties. Beginning with a lift ride to the top floor, you circle your way down around a sun-drenched spiral staircase, to reach the Olafur Eliasson light installation Gravity Stairs at the end.

Modern & Contemporary Art

M2, a rusted stainless-steel structure designed by French architect Jean Nouvel, showcases early- and mid-20th-century paintings, sculptures and installations by acclaimed Korean and international artists, including Nam June Paik, Kim Whan-ki, Salvador Dali, Jean-Michel Basquiat, Cecily Brown, Damien Hirst and Jeff Koons. The museum’s third area, designed by Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas, is a cultural centre hosting mostly paid special exhibitions. There are also art installations outside.

Audioguide & Amenities

While the docent program has been suspended, the free digital audioguide is highly recommended. (Be prepared to surrender an ID to borrow.) On-site is also an enticing gift shop and a cafe.



TOP EXPERIENCE

War Memorial of Korea

The gargantuan, three-floor War Memorial of Korea museum documents the history of warfare in Korea. Its main focus is the Korean War (1950–53), depicted through photos, video footage, dioramas and multimedia exhibits, along with the donated artefacts of more than 1000 contributors.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

At 10am and 2pm daily, there are free hour-long guided tours of the 2nd floor.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information.



Indoor Halls

The main entranceway takes you to the nd floor, which begins with North Korea’s surprise 4am invasion and ends with the Armistice Agreement. On the 3rd floor, there are exhibits on UN participation and a reproduction of the UN Memorial Cemetery in Busan. Other displays cover Korea’s involvement in the Vietnam War, North Korean attacks on the South since 1953, and Korea’s UN peacekeeping roles.

On the 1st floor, war history rooms depict ancient battles fought against invading Mongol, Japanese and Chinese armies. There is also a replica of one of Admiral Sun-sin’s famous iron-clad turtle warships (called geobukseon), which he used to defeat the Japanese navy in the 1590s.

Outdoor Exhibits

The outdoor exhibition area includes more than 150 different tanks, helicopters, missiles and planes, including a huge B-52 bomber. Several stirring monuments symbolising Koreans’ hopes for reunification include the 11m-high Statue of Brothers, which portrays the true tale of two brothers who fought on opposite sides of the war and met in battle.

There’s also a children’s museum, presenting the history of war in Korea with an introduction to national war heroes of old.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Yongsan Park

One of Seoul’s largest green spaces has long been mostly under the control of foreign hands, with the former US Army base eating up a sizeable chunk. Now, in a drawn-out affair, Yongsan, or ‘Dragon Hill’, is slowly being transferred back to the Korean people to whom it belongs.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Visit the Partially Open Site Tuesday to Saturday between 9am and 6pm, keeping in mind that last entry is at 5pm.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information.



Lay of the Land

This huge green space, bisected horizontally by a major thoroughfare, is only partly accessible, with many areas still barricaded.

In the northern section, the War Memorial is set beside the still-closed-off part of the army base to its east. Across the street stands the relocated Presidential Office, now housed in the old Defence Ministry compound. In 2022 President Yoon Suk Yeol moved his office here from the Blue House.

To the south is a swathe of public parkland that includes Yongsan Family Park – the site of sculptures, picnicking pavilions, a barefoot walking path (store your shoes in the rack) and the Taegeukgi (Korean Flag) Memorial – and the Yongsan Children’s Garden. Between the two are the National Museum and Hangeul Museum, while in the far southeast corner of Yongsan Park is the Partially Open Site.

Partially Open Site

From Seobinggo station Exit 1, you can access this site, previously the quarters of US military officers, who resided here until 2018 when Yongsan Garrison was relocated to Pyeongtaek. The former residential area resembles a little America, full of low-slung houses and English signage, and offers a fascinating glimpse into a long-secretive space.



EXPERIENCES

Get Turned Upside Down in the back alleys of Sinheung MarketMarket

map Google map

In the back streets of hilly Haebangchon hides an old marketplace gaining new appeal. The 1960s-era Sinheung Market, which once sold textiles, has been revived as a buzzy cultural space full of fine-dining restaurants, rooftop lounges, and wine and cocktail bars with an intimate speakeasy vibe. Ginn-Laoo (map Google map) and Pad Kapaw (map Google map), a duo of Thai restaurants run by Sriprateep Paw, serve authentic and immaculate northeastern Thai fare, while Sowol Sotbap (map Google map) features a mouthwatering menu of rice pots. The hard-to-find Karma (map Google map) – up the stairs and behind the signless wooden door – boasts an impressive cocktail menu, including nonalcoholic options.

See the Sculptures at Ichon Hangang Art ParkSculpture

map Google map

By the riverside in Ichon Hangang Park, Hangang Art Park’s 8m-tall Scroll-Flowing Stories is a larger-than-life coil unfurling in white. Walk amongst the artworks here, which were procured through a public competition that challenged artists to imagine emotional communication through the lens of ‘stay’ and ‘flow’ and the concept of ‘active rest’. Across the road is a lovely bamboo-lined pathway with benches to sit on, perfect for partaking in your own active rest. And, in the other direction, spanning the river, you can also see one of Seoul’s oldest bridges, the Hangang Railway Bridge, a visionary work of art in itself, considering it was completed in 1900.

Honour Korea’s Independence Activists at Hyochang ParkMuseum

map Google map

Learn about Korea’s independence and reunification movement and one of its most well-known activists, Kim Koo. Set in Hyochang Park, the two-storey Kim Koo Museum (map Google map) includes exhibitions about his humble origins, rise to prominence and assassination, and showcases his personal artefacts with a view onto his burial site outside. Also on the park premises are the burial sites of Koo’s compatriots Lee Bong-chang, Yun Bong-gil and Baek Jeong-gi, known as the Graves of the Three Martyrs, plus there’s an empty grave for Ahn Jung-geun, whose remains have yet to be found. Walking the trails of this park, designated as a cultural heritage site, makes for a scenic stroll past Korea’s first international football stadium, various sports facilities and verdant gardens.


Go Back in Time at the Baekbin Railroad CrossingArea

map Google map

Korean nostalgia rings out every time a train comes through the Baekbin Railroad Crossing, which cuts across an old section of town, lending the street its ‘ttaeng ttaeng!’ nickname. Popularised by the K-drama My Mister, it’s one of the very few remaining active railroad crossings in Seoul. For the old-time sensation of stepping into an earlier Seoul, come and see the train — you’ll know you’re in the right place when you spot the small gathering of people posing for pictures — then wander the narrow surrounding streets. There is a tintype photography studio to up the sentimentality, along with many other hidden gems ranging from Italian restaurants to dessert cafes. Stop at Ayheya Seoul (map Google map) for the perfect pairing of sweet hotteok bread and hot coffee.

Learn about Korea’s Muslim Community at Seoul Central MosqueMosque

map Google map

With its twin minarets rising high above ‘Halal Hill’, Seoul’s only mosque anchors the city’s Islamic community, standing at the centre of its many Arabic restaurants, food marts and other businesses below. Open to both worshippers and visitors, the Seoul Central Mosque, established in 1976, houses the Korean Muslim Association office on the 1st floor, the men’s prayer hall on the 2nd floor and the women’s prayer hall on the 3rd floor. In addition to being a place of worship, the mosque aims to educate Korea’s broader public, less than 1% of whom are Muslim, mostly immigrants.

Watch the Sun Set at Itaewon Bugundang History ParkShrine

map Google map

The doors to Bugundang Shrine are almost always closed, but locals know that the tiny Itaewon Bugundang History Park at the top of a hill is worth a visit anyway, as it makes for one of the best spots to watch the sun set over N Seoul Tower – and a rather fitting one at that, since the circa-1619 altar that resides here was relocated in 1917 from Namsan itself. Also on the premises is a monument in honour of the female Christian freedom fighter Ryu Gwan-sun who died while imprisoned by the Japanese at just 17 years of age.

Pick Your Way Through Itaewon Antique Furniture StreetShopping

map Google map

Since the 1990s, this 1km stretch along Bogwang-ro and Noksapyeong-daero has been a go-to destination in Seoul for not only antique furniture, but also vintage dishes, paintings, light fixtures, curios and other rare and unusual home decor. Among the dozens of stores on Itaewon Antique Furniture St, some standouts include Shim’s Antique, Queens Antique, Vintage More, Daedong Antiques and Notting Hill.

Go Up & Down GyeongridanStreet

map Google map

Because of its history as a residential area for foreigners connected to the US military, Gyeongridan St gained a reputation as being an exotic place that today remains an epicentre for expats, with many international restaurants, bars and embassies lining its steep ascent towards Namsan. Starting from the bottom and making your way to the Grand Hyatt at the top, poke around the many off-alley cafes and boutiques, such as the splendid Berry Berry Very Much (map Google map), which is so bejewelled in luscious red strawberries it would make Strawberry Shortcake herself green with envy. Then, cross the street and come back down the opposite side of the road. Going up hilly Gyeongridan-gil can feel like a real hike, so treat yourself to Korea’s customary hiking companion, a cup of makgeolli (milky rice wine), at the end at Mr Ahn’s Craft Makgeolli or Namsan Sool Club.

Head over to YongridanStreet

map Google map

Between Sinyongsan and Samgakji stations, a couple of blocks east of the main road, is the popular Yongridan St. Starting at the north end, near Samgakji Exit 3, work your way south. Along the route is the well-stocked More Than Whisky (map Google map); the Teddy Beurre House (map Google map), a bakery-cafe packed with plush stuffed bears; and the much-frequented Vietnamese restaurant Hieutu (map Google map). Past the end of the road is the Amorepacific Museum of Art (map Google map), housing contemporary works on the downstairs level of a corporate office headquarters.


The Original ‘-ridan’ Street

It’s becoming increasingly common in Korea, when a certain street has reached peak it-factor status, to nickname it by portmanteau-ing the name of its neighbourhood with the suffix ‘-ridan’. From Yongsan’s Yongridan to Songpa’s Songridan to Mangwon’s Mangridan, these postfixed ‘-ridan’ streets stand out across Seoul as the next fashionable places to hang out, for shopping, dining, drinking and more. But before them all was Gyeongridan. Named after the Army Financial Management Corp at the base of the road, ‘Gyeongridan’ being the last three syllables of the group’s title, it’s the original ‘-ridan’ street in Korea.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

₩ Cheap     ₩ ₩ Moderate     ₩ ₩ ₩ Pricey
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Eating

Breakfast & Brunch

Summer Lane₩ ₩

map Google map

An ultra-popular Australian brunch cafe in Hannam-dong; there might be a long queue, but it’s worth the wait. Try the salmon eggs Benedict. 7.30am-6pm

Sunday Arvo₩ ₩

map Google map

This bright brunch spot presents fresh takes on old breakfast favourites, like French toast and pancakes. Also on the menu are sandwiches, soups and salads. 9am-6pm

Baker’s Table₩ ₩

map Google map

A longtime German-run brunch-bakery that serves up breakfast, as well as sandwiches, schnitzel and bratwurst. It bakes a wide range of sweet and savoury pastries, and is generous with the free samples, so pop in and try a few things before you buy. 8am-9pm

Vegan

Plant₩ ₩

map

One of the original destinations for vegan food in Seoul (now with a second location in Yeonnam), this place still makes top-quality fare, including the stellar sesame peanut soba bowl. 11am-3pm & 5-10pm Tue-Sun

Vegetus₩ ₩

map Google map

A vegan favourite in HBC with friendly staff serving Western dishes: veggie burgers, paninis and ratatouille, along with lasagne and other pastas. Noon-3pm & 5-9.30pm

Lazy Farmers₩ ₩ ₩

map Google map

This green oasis off the main drag of Gyeongridan feels secluded and serene, with dining tables set amid plants. On the menu are pizzas, pastas and an incredible French onion soup. 11.30am-3pm & 5-8.30pm Mon-Fri, 11.30am-8.30pm Sat & Sun

American

Rocka Doodle₩

map Google map

Authentic and delicious Nashville hot chicken. Select your sandwich (go for the ‘Grandpa’) and your spice level (from the no-sauce 0 to the extra Carolina reaper 4). There’s also the two-person set ‘Grandma’s Revenge’. 11.30am-2.30pm & 5-9pm Mon-Sat

Gino’s NY Pizza₩ ₩

map Google map

This wildly popular kitchen above Coreanos bakes a range of New York–style pies, along with appetisers like buffalo wings and garlic knots wings. Discounts on takeaway orders. 11.30am-3pm & 5-10pm Mon-Fri, 11.30am-10pm Sat & Sun

Linus’ BBQ₩ ₩ ₩

map Google map

The beef brisket and pulled pork served with coleslaw, mashed potatoes or other sides are some of the tastiest BBQ platters in Seoul. Come for the laid-back vibe in an industrial-styled space, with a good choice of craft beers. Noon-3pm & 5-9pm Mon-Fri, noon-10pm Sat & Sun

North African

Morococo Cafe₩ ₩

map Google map

A spice-scented spot serving a small menu of dishes like lamb kefta tajine, chicken with preserved lemon, and the must-try ‘Morocco Over Rice’ (shrimp, lamb, chicken or vegan with rice and veggies). Noon-10pm Tue-Sun

Casablanca Sandwicherie₩

map Google map

Run by the same crew as Morococo across the street, this shop sells half loaves of bread overflowing with Moroccan chicken, lamb chilli, spiced shrimp, omelette or veggies. Dangerously, deliciously messy. Noon-10pm Tue-Sun

[image: img]
Drinking

LGBTIQ+

Why Not

map Google map

Located on Homo Hill, this is the perfect place to begin the night before hitting the clubs next door. Known for its foreigner-friendliness. 8.30pm-2am Sun & Thu, to 5am Fri & Sat

Trance

map Google map

Renowned for its late-night drag shows, a small basement club that’s been a Homo Hill staple for almost three decades. 10pm-5am Thu-Sat, shows 1am & 3am

Queen

map Google map

The legendary queen of Homo Hill, desired for its high-energy atmosphere, and ideal for dancing to some K-Pop and socialising with fellow patrons. 11pm-6am Fri & Sat

Kockiri

map Google map

A hip gay bar that plays disco and caters to a diverse clientele; it boasts a beautiful terrace as well. Hours vary

Bottoms Up

map Google map

A 2nd-floor bar with terrific views of the streets below. Across from the Foreign Food Mart. 8pm-3am Fri, to 4am Sat

Rabbithole Arcade Pub

map Google map

Located beyond Homo Hill in Haebangchon, this basement venue offers weekly drag shows and a welcoming feeling. 8pm-2am Wed & Thu, to 4am Fri & Sat, to midnight Sun

Rooftop Bars

Southside Parlor

map Google map

One of the pioneers of Seoul’s cocktail craze, featuring top-notch drinks and Texas-style tacos, nachos and other snacks. Its big rooftop patio is a draw. 6pm-midnight Sun & Tue-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat

Blacklist

map Google map

Come up to the 3rd floor and escape the busy streets of Itaewon with an old fashioned, martini or other top-shelf cocktail, and food from their late-night charcuterie menu. 6pm-2am

Casa Corona

map Google map

Yes, that Corona! A fine rooftop spot named after the famous beer brand. If you’re not in the mood for beer, try the Moscow mule. DJs and live music acts make it a premier party destination. 6pm-2am Sun, Wed & Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat

Ugly Society

map Google map

Weird and delightful; a rooftop joint serving up strong drinks and an excellent view of the surrounding area. 5pm-1am

Cocktails & Mixed Drinks

Gil Bar Dak

map Google map

Tucked away in an alley inside Sinheung Market, this cosy little spot is home to craft cocktails and an adorable white dog. Come for the drinks and stay for the pets – or vice versa. 7pm-3am Thu-Mon

DRESSER

map Google map

An upscale cocktail bar with an elegant interior that recalls Victorian England. There’s no beer sold here; just premium cocktails. Scenes from the famous K-drama Itaewon Class were filmed down the street. 6pm-2am Wed-Mon

CrownB Bar

map Google map

Lit by a mix of chandeliers and neon, this eclectic watering hole also features an open-air bar that looks out onto the street. A soundtrack of ’90s hip-hop sets the mood. 7pm-2am Sun & Tue-Thu, to 4am Fri & Sat

VIBD BLVD

map Google map

Hidden near Samgakji station, the vibes are impeccable at this 2nd-storey vinyl bar. A dark-wood interior and ambient lighting make it a low-key place to kick off the night with a mixed drink. 8.30pm-1am Tue-Sun

Coley

map Google map

With a welcoming aura and tasty snacks, this is a swell spot to stop for a drink between the Haebangchon and Itaewon neighbourhoods. 7.30pm-3am Sun & Tue-Thu, to 3.30am Fri & Sat

Social Haven

map Google map

A mainstay of the HBC expat community, this bar specialising in Aperol spritz gets crowded after aperitif time, with patrons spilling out the door and onto the street. 6pm-2am Mon-Fri, 4pm-3am Sat, 4pm-2am Sun

Sunset Beach

map Google map

There is no sunset and there is no beach, but this tiny alleyway bar close to the subway offers an island of respite in the heart of Itaewon. Good for cocktails and even better for people-watching. 7pm-2am Sun-Thu, to 4am Fri & Sat

Makgeolli & Soju

Namsan Sool Club

map Google map

A modern bar offering traditional Korean liquors with a twist; its exceptionally well curated selection includes over 100 varieties of makgeolli and soju, Korea’s favourite distilled spirit. 6pm-1am Mon & Wed-Fri, from 4pm Sat & Sun

Mr Ahn’s Craft Makgeolli

map Google map

A top-rated place to try different kinds of makgeolli paired with upmarket anju (a catch-all term for foods consumed alongside alcohol), it puts forward an elevated take on a traditional Korean drinking experience. 6pm-midnight Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat


Hookah Lounges

Lit Lounge

map Google map

This dimly lit hookah lounge is known for its inclusive atmosphere and approachable staff, so it’s no surprise this has become a favoured hangout for foreigners. Great for dancing. 8pm-1am Wed & Thu, to 4am Fri & Sat, 7pm-midnight Sun

hype

map Google map

A rooftop bar with a wide variety of shisha flavours on offer, set in a chill R&B hip-hop ambience. Servers are as friendly as they get. 7pm-1am Tue-Thu, 6pm-3am Fri, 7pm-3am Sat, 6pm-1am Sun

Clubs & Dancing

Cakeshop

map Google map

A small club with a huge reputation, Cakeshop has been a mainstay in the Itaewon club scene for a decade, and it continues to be at the forefront of music. Here you can listen to new and niche genres as well as travelling international acts. 10pm-6am Fri & Sat

Faust / Tanz Bar

map Google map

The Itaewon destination for techno lovers. The music here might be dark, but the mood is bright, and the party goes on very, very late. 11pm-6am Fri & Sat

Fountain

map Google map

This multilevel entertainment complex has dancing on the 1st floor that plays top 40 music, bar games on the 2nd, and a VIP lounge on the 3rd. Expect it to be packed at peak hours. 6pm-3am Sun-Wed, to 6am Thu-Sat
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Shopping

Quirky Collectibles & Housewares

BOMARKET

map Google map

With several locations around Yongsan-gu, this kitsch kitchen and homewares shop sells vivid, modern designs that are good for adding a pop of colour to your life. 10am-7pm

Cat Allergy

map Google map

A cat-themed collectibles store brimming with all the weird and wacky trinkets you never knew you needed; it’s sure to make you chuckle. 2-8pm Mon, Wed & Thu, from noon Fri-Sun





Explore

Gangnam & Southern Seoul

Meaning ‘South of the River’, Gangnam sparkles with all the style of a shopper’s paradise. From Starfield COEX Mall to the high-end boutiques and luxury labels of Sinsa-dong and Cheongdam-dong, the options are almost endless. Set here too, amidst the skyscrapers, are pockets of tranquillity, with one of Seoul’s oldest temples, Bongeun-sa, and Joseon-era royal tombs. To the east in Songpa-gu are more relics of the past, as well as Lotte World and the vast greenery of Olympic Park. Westwards, you’ll find the Seoul Arts Center, a premier performance and exhibition destination.
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See for eating and drinking listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-subwaygif]b Subway

Line 2 runs a loop from north to south of the Han. Get off at Jamsil for Lotte World, the Sports Complex for Jamsil Baseball Stadium and Samseong for Starfield COEX Mall. Going west on Line 3, you can reach the Seoul Arts Center, and going east, the neighbourhood of Sinsa-dong; from there it’s a short walk over to Cheongdam-dong. Line 9 takes you to Bongeun-sa and Olympic Park.


THE BEST

See ancient fortifications at OLYMPIC PARK

Sip tea with monks at BONGEUN-SA

Experience Korean baseball at JAMSIL BASEBALL STADIUM

Get high at LOTTE WORLD TOWER

Shop ’til you drop at STARFIELD COEX MALL
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1Top Experiences

Starfield COEX MallD4

Bongeun-saD3

Lotte WorldG4

Olympic ParkH3




1Experiences

1Jamsil Baseball StadiumE4

2Seoul Sports ComplexE3

3Gentle Monster Gangnam Flagship StoreB3

4SeonjeongneungD4

5King Seongjong’s TombC4

6Queen Jeonghyeon Wanghu’s TombC4

7King Jungjong’s TombD4

8Gugak MuseumA6

9Moonlight Rainbow FountainA3

10Songpa Book MuseumG5

11Seoul Arts CenterA6

12Eunma Shopping MallD5

13Some SevitA3

14TangentD3

15Urban HiveB4

16GT TowerB5




5Eating

17JungsikF2

18MinglesC3

19OrabangB3

20SolsotH4

21Mimi MyungaB3

22HaruE1

Jungdon(see 21)

23R\.T\.W\.A6

24Brooklyn the Burger JointB3




6Drinking

25Kompakt Record BarB3

26Bar Tea ScentF1

27ZestF2

28AliceF1

29Pine & CoE1

30NoFlexE2

31Coffee Bar KC4

Mikkeller Bar(see 19)

32BulldogB4

33PoongE2

34TimesF1

35BushwickE2










WALKING TOUR

Stroll Gangnam Style

Stride into all the glitz and glamour of Gangnam, the Seoul neighbourhood that’s become synonymous with luxury brands, K-Pop swagger and K-beauty elegance. Along the way, treat yourself to a few sweet treats, and at the end (maybe) indulge in a sunny splurge.


START

Gangnam Style Sculpture

END

Gentle Monster Gangnam

LENGTH

6km; 2 hours

[image: jpg]


1 Do the Horse Trot

More than a decade after Psy’s chart-topping song, this bronze Gangnam Style Sculpture commemorating the dance move’s iconic crossed hands is still a tourist draw. And really, when in Gangnam, who can resist?

2 Pinkies Up!

Make your way north to one of Gangnam’s most affluent neighbourhoods, Cheongdam-dong, and stop into dainty Teahouse Cheongdam for tea service with scones and macarons served on a fancy tiered tray.

3 Hallyuwood Walk of Fame

Heading west, turn right onto the main Samseong-ro. Around the bend, just after it becomes Apgujeong-ro, you’ll reach the stretch that is K-Star Road, a series of cutesy bear sculptures paying homage to K-Pop icons.

4 See Ya at the Galleria!

On your right is one of Seoul’s most luxurious department stores, the Galleria, full of high-end fashion designers. Its west wing is a piece of art, the glass-disc-covered facade turning a psychedelic pink at night.

5 Window Shopping

Past Apgujeong Rodeo station, a couple of blocks west of Exit 6, you’ll come to Apgujeong Rodeo Street, famed to be one of Seoul’s most fashionable roads, chock full of trendy boutiques.

6 A K-Beauty Primer

Over at Space C Coreana (closed on Mondays) check out the Coreana Museum of Art and the Coreana Cosmetics Museum, where you can learn about traditional Korean cosmetic culture, including the makeup tools used as long ago as the Silla dynasty.

7 Medical Tourism

Next to the Hyundai Department Store is the Gangnam Medical Tour Center, if you’re interested in learning about any medical tourism services. Even if you’re not, its plush lounge makes for a nice place to relax with a cup of robot-prepared coffee. South, the main drag of Nonhyeon-ro is so concentrated with clinics it’s been dubbed Plastic Surgery Alley.

8 Futuristic Fashion

The blocks west of the now mostly vacated Garosu-gil are where a lot more of the action is happening these days. Here you’ll find photo booths, skincare shops and the Gentle Monster Gangnam Flagship Store.



WALKING TOUR

Step Back in Time in Songpa

As the site of the Baekje kingdom’s first capital, then called Wiryeseong, Songpa is known for its ancient tombs, fortifications and other relics. Take a stroll to see some notable royal remains, wrapping up the tour with a few current-day top sites.


START

Pungnap-toseong

END

Songridan-gil

LENGTH

8.2km; 3 hours
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1 Old Palace Site

Walk along a section of Pungnap-toseong, the ancient earthen fortification that is believed to have revealed, when it was excavated in 1997, the site of the Baekje royal palace.

2 Three Kingdoms History

A pleasant stroll south and around Olympic Park takes you to the Seoul Baekje Museum, where you can learn more about the palace rampart you just saw, and the Three Kingdoms period of Korea.

3 Standing Snack

Stop for some food at Bangi Matgol, a longtime favourite known for its delicious street snacks.

4 Ancient Tombs

Walking east, you’ll come to a peaceful park dotted with the grassy earthen mounds of the Tombs of Bangi-dong, and backdropped by gleaming Lotte World Tower in the distance. Of the many tombs that were once here, only eight remain. Tomb 1 is a stone-chamber mound set at the top of a stairway.

5 Books & Culture

Following Garak Rd, you’ll reach Songpa Book Museum, for a fascinating look back at the history of reading in Korea.

6 Funereal Relics

Across the street and a few blocks northwest are the Tombs of Seokchon-dong, some of them notably square in shape, their three-storey platforms arranged like pyramids. In 2015 Tomb A was newly unearthed near Tomb 1, leading experts to discover that the tombs are connected. The largest tomb here, the north end–situated Tomb 3, stands alone, its base measuring around 45m by 44m.

7 Walk in the Park

Over at Songpa Naru Park, the artificial Seokchon Lake makes for an atmospheric loop, if you have the time. Actually made up of two smaller lakes, the west one home to the Magic Island theme park by Lotte World, it’s a prime place for seeing the cherry blossoms in the spring.

8 A Savoury Finish

End with a meal on the trendy Songridan-gil, to the southwest of Seokchon Lake. Several popular chains have outposts here, including the ‘high-quality’ burger joint Downtowner and the Michelin-starred (yet budget) Oreno Ramen.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Starfield COEX Mall

As the largest underground shopping centre in the world, Starfield COEX Mall could keep you entertained from morning until night, with its dizzying array of shops, cafes and restaurants. There’s even a cinema, library, casino, aquarium, arcade and hair salon. Oh, and a K-Pop complex to boot.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Remember to bring your passport for an easy tax refund process at the kiosks, or sometimes in-shop. Purchases over ₩30,000 at participating stores are eligible.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information.



Entertainment

There’s no shortage of entertainment options here, from browsing books and magazines at the uber Instagrammable Starfield Library, to catching a flick at the Megabox. Try your luck at Seven Luck Casino, which runs 78 tables of baccarat, black jack and more, including the Chinese three-dice game tai sai, as well as 108 slot machines. Over at COEX Aquarium, view 650 species of more than 20,000 sea animals, including sharks swimming in Korea’s largest shark aquarium. Young ones will delight in the daily animal feedings (sharks at 1.30pm, penguins at 3.30pm) and the mermaid performances.

Shopping & Dining

Among the mall’s more than 250 shops and restaurants are mainstream Korean fashion brands like JAJU, A-Land, WONDERPLACE and SPAO, along with many international labels, as well as a wide range of both local and foreign cuisine.

Ktown4u

Located in the COEX Artium, the multistorey K-Pop showcase Ktown4u includes a shop and photo zone on the 2nd floor, with program and event spaces above. On 3F, peek into the K-Pop academy where dance classes and voice lessons are offered, and on 4F, grab a coffee at the cafe.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Bongeun-sa

From its tree-filled hillside location in Gangnam, this Buddhist temple faces flashy COEX Mall, standing in direct juxtaposition to the spectacle that surrounds it. Dating back to 794 CE and updated many times over the centuries, Bongeun-sa is one of Seoul’s oldest and most treasured temples.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Look out for the information booth, to your left as you enter, with English maps and English-speaking staff available to help.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information.



Shrines & Halls

Enter Jinyeomun (Gate of Truth), and go past the four heavenly kings who stand guard, facing each cardinal direction to protect the Buddha-Dharma. Beyond the small pond with the laughing Buddha, up the stairs and past the Dharma hall Beopwangru, stands the main Buddha hall Daewungjeon. Surrounding it, set into the hills, are smaller shrine halls and the towering 23m-high Great Statue of Maitreya (Future) Buddha, who is believed will one day return to relieve people of suffering. Head nearby to see the oldest hall, Panjeon, constructed in 1856, which houses 3503 wooden blocks carved with the 81 volumes of the Avatamsaka Sutra.

Templelife & Templestay

If you’re able, visit on a Thursday when you can take part in the 2pm to 4pm Templelife program, which includes a tour, dado (tea ceremony) and sutra-copying in golden ink. Reserve ahead to secure your spot. If you have more time, stay overnight for the two-day Templestay program, which additionally includes Seon (Zen) meditation and conversation with a monk. Held every first Saturday of the month, it should be booked at least a week in advance.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Lotte World

Kids and adults alike delight in the universe that is Lotte World, a multiplex so massive it includes the Lotte World Adventure and Magic Island theme parks; Lotte World Tower; Lotte World Mall with a concert hall, cinema, aquarium, art galleries and restaurants; and the Lotte Duty Free store, AvenueL.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Search online for ticket deals. If you intend to see a lot of the city’s top tourist sites, getting a Discover Seoul Pass might be worth your while.
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Scan this QR code for more information.



Theme Parks

Seoul’s premier amusement park is made up of the indoor Adventure, one of the largest of its kind in the world, and the outdoor Magic Island, set in the middle of Seokchon Lake. Of the two, Adventure is the tamer, with a monorail, ice-skating rink, 64-horse carousel and ‘flying’ hot-air balloons. For the real thrills, cross the bridge over to Magic Island, where there’s a gyro drop, gyro swing and gyro spin. A premium Magic Pass lets you skip the queue at five or seven attractions.

Seoul Sky Observatory

Completed in 2017, Seoul’s tallest skyscraper is the 555m-high Lotte World Tower, whose sleek design is inspired by Korean ceramics and calligraphy. A ticket to Seoul Sky allows you entrance between the 117th and 123rd floors via a double-decker lift: on the 118th floor is a glass-floor skywalk, on the 120th floor a terrace, and on the 123rd floor there’s a cocktail lounge. Want to go even higher? For an extra fee, you can. On the 124th floor is an outdoor skybridge, where after being hooked up to a safety cord attached to the railing, you can walk across the 8m-long bridge.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Olympic Park

Behemoth Olympic Park combines 1988 Seoul Olympic landmarks and sports facilities with green space, historical remains and arts centres. While its Olympic Museum is, as of the time of writing, closed for long-term renovation, there are many things to do here besides reliving the Games.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Stop at the information centre near Peace Plaza to pick up an English map that includes a ‘Top 9 Stamp Tour’. Kids can collect a stamp from each of the nine sights to claim a small gift.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information.



Olympic Memorials

Enter through the imposing World Peace Gate, with its red-and-blue winged arches. Designed by Kim Jung-up, this massive monument marks the start of the 82,644-sq-metre Peace Plaza. After appreciating the impressive mural, be sure to take note of the floor, decorated with a hunting motif inspired by a mural found in a Goguryeo-dynasty tomb.

Heading right from Peace Plaza you’ll see many of the stadiums used during the 1988 Olympics. Today, several of these are used as concert venues.

The Dark Side of the 1988 Olympics

The 1988 Seoul Games were part of the country’s efforts to legitimise itself on the world stage. Yet events were overshadowed by reports of Korean authorities displacing residents, and arresting unhoused, disabled and young people in the area and sending them to homeless camps to prevent global embarrassment.

Sculpture Park & Art Museum

Southeast of the plaza is the sprawling Seoul Olympic Museum of Art (SOMA; closed on Mondays), a bright space full of modern and contemporary pieces. It houses a permanent exhibition of provocative video art by Nam June Paik, including laser sculptures and musings on technology and humanity.


The park contains nearly 200 sculptures, some larger than a house, designed by artists from around the world. Pick up the handy guide from SOMA, or scan the QR codes at the artworks to access their online audio tour. (Click the English link at the top.)
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Seoul Baekje Museum

This worthwhile museum (closed on Mondays) covers the ancient Baekje kingdom, whose early capital was Wiryeseong – today the Songpa-gu part of Seoul. Over three floors, it includes a full-scale model of workers constructing Pungnap-toseong and an exhibit on the rivalry between the three kingdoms of Baekje, Goguryeo and Silla as they fought for control over the Han River basin. Most of the exhibits are in Korean, so use the QR codes to read descriptions and watch videos in English.


QUICK BREAK

Stock up on snacks from one of the convenience stores near the entrance gates for an informal picnic. Near the iconic Thumb sculpture, the CU store at East Gate 2 is particularly tidy and well stocked.





EXPERIENCES

Root for the Home Team at Jamsil Baseball StadiumSports

map Google map

The 25,000-seat Jamsil Baseball Stadium, a part of the multi-purpose Seoul Sports Complex (map Google map), played host to the baseball events of the 1988 Summer Olympics. Home to both the Doosan Bears and the LG Twins of the KBO League, it’s well worth an outing if you’re in Seoul during baseball season, even if you don’t consider yourself much of a fan. From the personalised cheers for each player to the BYOB policy, there’s truly no baseball quite like Korean baseball.

Strike a Pose at Gentle MonsterShopping

map Google map

Get fashionable at the Gentle Monster Gangnam Flagship Store, in the neighbourhood where Jay Oh and Hankook Kim’s now-global eyewear brand celebrating ‘weird beauty’ and ‘high-end experimentation’ first began in 2011. This futuristic and funky multistorey shop is an experience unto itself, as you pass by oversized art exhibits that have a decidedly sci-fi feel to them. From the illuminated display shelves, take your pick of luxury glasses and give them a try: you never know what out-there pair might suit. For Gentle Monster’s other major flagship, head to Hongdae.

Walk among Joseon Royalty at the Tombs of SeonjeongneungHistorical site

map Google map

Hidden in the hustle of Gangnam is a serene park where the tombs of King Seongjong (map Google map), Queen Jeonghyeon (map Google map) and their son King Jungjong (map Google map) rise up to cut a majestic line against the surrounding skyscrapers. Trails threading the forested premises will take you past a tomb-keeper’s house, caretaker’s house, royal kitchen and various stone guardians. At each burial site of Seonjeongneung (the combined name of the tombs), you can pass through the Red Arrow Gate to follow the King’s Path (just be sure to keep off the adjacent Incense Path) to view the shrine, but you’re not allowed up close to the tomb itself.

Also on-site is a small history centre featuring touch-screen exhibits that offer more information on other royal tombs dotted across Seoul and Gyeonggi Province. Seonjeongneung is closed on Mondays.

Go on a Musical Adventure at the Gugak MuseumMuseum

map Google map

For a comprehensive history of Korean traditional music that provides an immersive, interactive listening journey back through time, head to the Gugak Museum located inside the National Gugak Center. This six-gallery space (closed on Mondays) displays Korean wind, string and percussion instruments, with both the modern-day variety and their ancient counterparts excavated from archaeological sites. Exhibits also include Korean musical scores, audio-visual archival material and the personal artefacts of revered Korean artists. Come on Saturdays at 4pm, after the Gugak Center’s weekly concert, to join the free English tour.

Picnic K-Style at Banpo ParkPark

map Google map

One of the longest and most popular of the 12 parks that make up Hangang Park, this 7.2km stretch is located on the south side of the river and features an observatory, water playground, bike-rental kiosks and sports facilities. The highlight is the Moonlight Rainbow Fountain, a kaleidoscopic illumination of the park’s namesake bridge that, at 1140m, is registered with Guinness as the longest bridge fountain in the world.

As you prepare for the sun to set, stake out your viewing spot and set up your picnic mat (available for rental or purchase at a shop or stall on-site). The moonlight fountain show runs every 30 minutes from 7.30pm, until 9.30pm in the summer and 9pm in the spring and autumn. For the ultimate K-picnicking experience, be sure to order chimaek, a local favourite combination of fried chicken, and maekju (beer), from a chicken franchise on the premises.

Experience Korean Reading Culture at the Songpa Book MuseumMuseum

map Google map

At Songpa Book Museum, the country’s first book-themed museum (closed on Mondays), you can learn about the progression of Korean reading culture, beginning with Joseon-era literati and ending with modern-day bookmakers, writers and publishers. In-between are fascinating exhibits that span a century of Korean media consumption and communication as experienced by three generations of readers, explaining the rise of popular book culture and displaying some of the nation’s most quintessential reads.

Downstairs in the basement is archival storage, and on the 1st floor is a children’s studio cafe lounge. A central staircase, flanked on either side by a beautiful library of bookshelves inset with cosy reading nooks, leads up to the 2nd-floor exhibition area. Don’t miss the printing-press stations, where you can stamp your own bookmark.

Catch a Concert at Seoul Arts CenterPerforming arts

map Google map

From hit Broadway musicals on world tour, to Korean National Symphony Orchestra and Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra concerts, there’s plenty going on at the Seoul Arts Center. Tuck into a meal at the Korean restaurant, Italian bistro or cafeteria on-site (or for something lighter, grab a pastry at one of the numerous cafes), then take in a show at the centre’s opera house, music hall or outdoor stage.

Also at the Seoul Arts Center are more than a dozen art galleries spread between the Hangaram Art Museum, Hangaram Design Museum and Seoul Calligraphy Art Museum, as well as music, books, jewellery and clothing shops located inside Vitamin Station, the underground network of passageways connecting all the venues. Check establishment hours, as many are closed Mondays.

Reflect on Gangnam’s Past at Eunma MarketFood market

map Google map

Known today as the epitome of aspirational luxury and a symbol of wealth – along with the country’s widening wealth gap – Gangnam has humble beginnings. Apartment complexes started going up in the 1970s, with one of the earliest being Eunma Apartments, originally built for low-income residents. Near Daechi station Exit 3, Eunma Shopping Mall is an underground market of food stalls, snack bars, butcher shops, and clothing and homewares stores. It’s been a neighbourhood fixture since 1978.

Enjoy Some F&B on Some SevitCultural centre

map Google map

At night, Some Sevit, a cultural complex atop three interconnected artificial islands on the Han River, is lit up in colourful LEDs. Meant to resemble the evolving forms of a flower, the trio of island-buildings feature a bar, beer garden, gallery and event space, among other amenities. Grab a bite at one of the many dining options, from upscale banquets and buffets at Chavit, to more casual bar food at Vista, or convenience-store snacks at the GS25. For a little party on the water, rent a ‘Tubester’ round boat and take your goodies aboard.


MODERN ARCHITECTURAL MARVELS

Tangent

map Google map

An enormous sculpture in glass, concrete and steel that’s reminiscent of a painting by Kandinsky.

Urban Hive

map Google map

Looming over Sinnonhyeon station, this eye-catching building encased in holes looks like a home fit for a queen bee.

GT Tower

map Google map

The slinky curvaceous stylings rise like a giant sculpture in the sky.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

₩ Cheap     ₩ ₩ Moderate     ₩ ₩ ₩ Pricey
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Eating

Korean Favourites

Jungsik₩ ₩ ₩

map Google map

A world-class culinary experience; neo-Korean food at its finest. Named after chef-owner Yim Jungsik, the Gangnam outpost of the New York restaurant presents a signature prix-fixe menu accompanied by a five- or nine-glass pairing. Book at least three weeks ahead. Noon-3pm & 5.30-10pm

Mingles₩ ₩ ₩

map Google map

A fine-dining hotspot; a reservation is an absolute must. Chef Kang Min-goo is known for his innovative Korean cookery with clean flavours and artful presentation. Noon-3pm & 6-10pm

Orabang₩ ₩

map Google map

Specialising in regional Jeju cuisine like momguk (gulfweed soup) and gogi-gusksu (pork and noodle soup), this spot cooks up true comfort food. Jeju beer and makgeolli (mily rice wine) are also available. Look for the wooden door emblazoned with ‘JEJU’. 5-11pm Tue-Sun

Solsot₩ ₩

map Google map

A trendy chain of rice-pot restaurants. This branch is not far from Lotte World. Among the many rice-pot options are salmon, freshwater eel, steak and cheese dakgalbi (spicy chicken). 11am-9pm

Japanese-Inspired

Mimi Myunga₩ ₩

map Google map

Simple Michelin-starred spot with a superb menu. Order the assorted tempura, marinated quail eggs and inari sushi. 11.30am-2.30pm & 5.30-9pm

Haru₩

map Google map

By Apgujeong Rodeo station, Haru is known for its curry donkatsu (fried pork cutlet), udon and soba. Good portions at good prices. 11.30am-4pm & 5-9.30pm

Jungdon₩ ₩

map Google map

A popular fried cutlet chain that offers not only the customary pork variety, but also cheese, shrimp or chicken. Known for being extra moist and juicy. 11.30am-3.30pm & 5-9pm

Western Style

R.T.W.₩ ₩ ₩

map Google map

Standing for ‘Red to White’ and ‘Ready to Wine’, this little spot is not far from the Seoul Arts Center. On offer are tasty pastas and mains and a long wine list. There’s no wine by the glass so come prepared. Noon-3pm & 5.30-11pm Tue-Sat

Brooklyn the Burger Joint₩

map Google map

A Gangnam take on a Brooklyn diner, serving burgers, milkshakes and Brooklyn Brewery lager on draught. The decor is 1950s America, but the soundtrack is 2010s hip-hop, and in honour of Wu-Tang Clan, ‘C.R.E.A.M’ is on the menu. 11am-10pm
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Drinking

Cocktails

Kompakt Record Bar

map Google map

Owned and operated by bartenders who also DJ, there’s a unique atmosphere here that sometimes attracts figures from the Korean hip-hop industry. 7pm-2am Mon-Sat

Bar Tea Scent

map Google map

Offers tea-based spirits and tea-infused cocktails like the ‘Sencha Sonic’ (with green tea gin), ‘Iron Daiquiri’ (oolong tea rum) and ‘Lapsang Godfather’ (lapsang souchong black tea scotch), presented with a flourish. 7pm-3am

Zest

map Google map

An award-winning bar that prides itself on its sustainable model that aims to produce zero waste and source ingredients locally. Try their homemade gin. 6.30pm-2am Mon-Fri, from 3pm Sat & Sun

Alice

map Google map

Fall into wonderland when you stride inside this basement speakeasy that plays host to guest bartenders most weekends so the drink selections are always fresh. 6pm-2am Sun-Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat

Pine & Co

map Google map

Serves up some of the most unconventional cocktails you’ve ever tasted, with concoctions like ‘Kimchi’ (kimchi, tequila and pepper tincture) and ‘SongYi’ (pine mushroom, gin and shiitake). 9pm-2am

NoFlex

map Google map

Billed as a media art lounge, this swanky Apgujeong destination features panoramic video displays and top-shelf menu selections. 7pm-2am Tue-Thu, 9pm-4am Fri & Sat, closed Jan

Coffee Bar K

map Google map

If you like whisky, you’ll love this flash Japanese bar with one of the largest selections of drams in the city. Also famed for its cocktails. 7pm-2am

Beer

Mikkeller Bar

map Google map

The Danish beer brand has set up shop in a one-room bar featuring Mikkeller’s brews and local favourites like Galmegi from Busan as seasonal guest taps. 5pm-midnight Mon-Fri, 2pm-midnight Sat, 2-11pm Sun

Bulldog

map Google map

An upstairs pub with darts and a never-ending drinks menu. Also serves casual bar food. 7pm-1am Mon-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat

Lounges & Clubs

Poong

map Google map

Serving cocktails, bombs and shots, this lounge named after the Chinese word for wind, also does premium table service with alcohol by the bottle, if you’re looking to celebrate. 10pm-5am Fri & Sat

Times

map Google map

An underground music venue for hip-hop fans, with a foreigner-friendly vibe and a loaded line-up of DJs. 10pm-4am Thu, to 5am Fri & Sat

Bushwick

map Google map

An ode to the ultimate hipster ’hood in Brooklyn, this Apgujeong basement venue is a neon paradise. Come early for a more mellow drink under the lit-up tree, or later on for its hip-hop club-like atmosphere. 8pm-4am Fri & Sat





Explore

Dongdaemun, Eastern & Northern Seoul

Home to high-rise malls and labyrinthine covered markets, with the dramatic backdrop of Zaha Hadid’s Dongdaemun Design Plaza & Park (DDP), buzzing Dongdaemun attracts shoppers from across Asia. Seongsu-dong, an old shoemaking district, is now one of the city’s trendiest districts, awash with industrial-chic cafes and boutiques – it’s also close to Seoul Forest, one of Seoul’s best parks. North of Dongdaemun is Daehangno, a lively student and performing-arts neighbourhood, which is handy for Changgyeonggung palace. Further north is Seongbuk-dong, a hillside district with excellent museums and lovely temples.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walking

Dongdaemun and Daehangno are easily visited on foot. Note that it’s somewhat steep hiking up the hillside of Naksan beside the City Wall. The paths alongside the Cheong-gye-cheon provide pleasant strolling between Dongdaemun and Seoul Yangnyeongsi.

[image: icon-subwaygif]b Subway

Hop off at either Dongdaemun station or Dongdaemun History & Culture Park station for the Dongdaemun area. Hyehwa station is best for Daehangno. Seongsu station is the main access point for trendy Seongsu-dong, or go to Seoul Forest for Seoul Forest Park.


THE BEST

Explore the spaceship-like DDP

Browse the hip streets of SEONGSU-DONG

Learn about traditional medicine at SEOUL K-MEDI CENTER

Take in the sculptures of MUSEUM WAVE

Hike to the mural-painted village of IHWA MAEUL
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1Top Experiences

Dongdaemun Design Plaza & ParkC3




1Experiences

1ChanggyeonggungA1

2MyeongjeongjeonA1

3Great GreenhouseA1

4HamyangmunA1

5Cheong-gye-cheon MuseumG2

6Urban OasisG2

7Former Pillars of Cheonggye ExpresswayF3

8Seoul Folk Flea MarketE2

9Dapsimni Antiques MarketH3

11Phyps MartB5

12Cécile CédricB6

16Jungang MarketD5

20Seoul K-Medi CenterG1

22Starbucks Gyeongdong 1960H1

23Gyeongdong MarketH1

24Goldstar Electronics Refresh CenterH1

25Nam June Paik Memorial HouseC2

26Changsin Sungin Quarry ObservatoryC1

29Museum WaveA1

30JeongbeopsaA1

31Gilsang-saA1

32Suyeon SanbangA1

33Hang Sang Soo Embroidery MuseumA1

34Seoul ForestE5

35Understand AvenueF5




5Eating

10Brick Lane BurgerB6

17La CalleD3

21ChamdajeongG1

27Chang ChangC1

36Dongdaemun Grilled Fish AlleyB3

37I Love SindangdongD4

38Star SamarkandB4

39Woori Yeah SoolB4

40Hanoi 102F5

41Maple TopH6




6Drinking

13MailroomC5

14ReRe PlayB5

15Kafe ApothecaryA5

18Kokkiri BreweryC5

19JimbbaE3

28Donut JungsuC1

42Jean FrigoB4

43Zoo SindangA6

44Haero CoffeeA1

45Seoul AngmusaeF4

46Cheese IndustryH6




7Shopping

47DootaC3

48Common GroundH6










WALKING TOUR

Shop-Hop in Arty Seongsu-dong

Once known for its shoemakers, small factories and warehouses, Seongsu-dong has morphed into one of Seoul’s hippest ’hoods where it’s all about eye-catching design. Cruise chic bakery-cafes, quirky galleries and arty boutiques in revamped industrial buildings, looking out for street-art murals along the way.


START

Onion

END

Amazing Brewing Co

LENGTH

2.8km; 2 hours

[image: jpg]


1 Bakery Cafe

Onion ( ₩, 8am-10pm Mon-Fri, 10am-10pm Sat & Sun) set the blueprint for subsequent Seongsu bakery cafes. In a photogenic, semi-derelict former factory, their artisanal baked goods and excellent coffee make this the essential first stop on any tour of the neighbourhood.

2 Cosmetics Heaven

A garden of native plants, moss and rocks sits amid the gallery-like showroom of beauty brand Amore in what was once a car repair shop. Look out for a hand-jiving robot that can mix up your perfect shade of foundation.

3 Modern Department Store

LCDC Seoul is a multipurpose complex including the Ephemera Café, rooftop Postcript Bar, a pop-up exhibition space, and small stores championing young Korean creatives and lifestyle brands, such as Hanahzo for beauty products.

4 Bonkers Boutique

Korean fashion brand Ader Error’s Space Seongsu boutique is a mind-blowing experience. The overture to their rails of clothing are hologram images of trainers, headless astronauts, silvery rockets, and a David Bowie interview broadcast in the sleeping-capsule-style dressing room.

5 Warehouse Cafe-Bar

One of the most stunning converted changgo (warehouse) venues in Seongsu, Daelim Changgo (11am-10pm) is the ultimate synthesis of Seoul’s obsessions with cafes, design, art and selfies. Marvel at the cavernous cafe-bar’s displays of wall art and sculptures as you sip your single-origin coffee.

6 High Style

Dior Seongsu brings its Parisienne style to the Seongsu party with a pop-up store until at least 2025. The super-chic boutique includes a cafe with video backdrop inspired by the gardens of Christian Dior’s Granville childhood home. Adding extra interest are the quirky collaborations with international artists in and around the shop that change every couple of months.

7 Stationery Heaven

Point of View is a superbly curated three-floor store of stationery from Korea and overseas. It’s a great place to browse for pens, notebooks, postcards and even vintage items.

8 Craft Beers

Slake your thirst with a craft beer at the Amazing Brewing Co (5pm-midnight Mon-Fri, 3pm-midnight Sat & Sun), which also serves wood-fired pizza.



WALKING TOUR

Follow the Historic City Wall

One of the best-preserved sections of the historic Seoul City Wall runs north from Dongdaemun towards the university and theatre district of Daehangno. Follow the footpaths beside it to encounter the mural-covered alleyways of Ihwa Maeul, parks with views and performing-arts venues.


START

Heunginjimun

END

Hakrim

LENGTH

1.5km; 2 hours
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1 Fortress Gate

Heunginjimun, the majestic Great East Gate, has been rebuilt several times in its 700-year history. It’s the only one of Seoul’s gates to have a small fortress (called an ongseong) attached. It’s not possible to go inside the gate, but there are good photo ops from the park to the north.

2 All about the Wall

The Seoul City Wall Museum offers an engaging history of the stone barrier that has girdled Seoul since the late 14th century. Joseon-dynasty construction workers carved their names on the stones of the original fortress – you can do likewise via an interactive display onto a video projection of the wall.

3 Street Art Village

Ihwa Maeul was once a daldongnae (literally ‘moon village’), where refugees lived in shacks after the Korean War. It’s become a tourism hotspot thanks to the quirky sculptures and colourful murals on walls along the village’s steep stairways and alleys.

4 Drink with a View

Having explored Ihwa Maeul, take a rest at Gaepul (9am-9pm) at the top of the village. The cafe-bar’s drawcard is its L-shaped outdoor deck, which is also a prime sunset-viewing spot.

5 Guardian Mountain

Naksan gets its name from the Korean word ‘nakta’, meaning ‘camel’ – the eastern guardian mountain is said to have a hump-like appearance. Naksan Park contains an impressive section of the Seoul City Wall and offers splendid urban views.

6 Avant-Garde Art

Check out the exhibitions at the Arko Art Center run by the Arts Council Korea. The big red-brick complex (designed in the 1970s by Kim Swoo-geun, one of Korea’s most famous postwar architects) borders Marronnier Park where there’s often something happening on afternoons and evenings on the outdoor stage.

7 Squid Game Candy

By Exit 2 of Hyehwa subway station is a stall where the vendor prepares and sells dalgona, the honeycomb toffee that featured in the Netflix drama Squid Game.

8 Retro Cafe

Hakrim (10am-11pm) is a classic dabang (cafe) that opened in 1956. Little, save drinks prices, has changed since. Popular choices include creamy Vienna coffee, cheesecake and parfait.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Dongdaemun Design Plaza & Park

This architectural showstopper, known as DDP, is home to several gallery and event spaces, design shops, and places to eat and drink. Designed by the late Zaha Hadid, the landmark sits beside a park with museums that highlight the area’s fascinating history.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

There’s a free architecture tour of the complex in English at 1.30pm Tuesday to Sunday starting from the complex’s 1st-floor M3 entrance.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information.



Design Playground

The world’s largest 3D atypical structure, DDP is covered in 45,133 aluminium panels and fitted with LED lights that pulsate meditatively at night. Lawns rise up to its roof, and exterior pathways provide intriguing glimpses of the spaceship-like structure.

The interior is equally impressive, though a little confusing to navigate via its sinuous corridors and sculpted staircases – explore and see what you might discover. Many galleries and exhibitions are free, including the Design Hall and chic Magazine Library (stacked with 107 different titles) on the 3rd floor. On the 4th floor is DIKIDIKI, a fun and interactive design playground for kids between one and eight years old.

Park Sights

During construction, archaeological remains from the Joseon dynasty were uncovered, including original sections of the Seoul City Wall. These have been incorporated into the park and include the arched floodgate Yigansumun. The Dongdaemun History Museum provides the historical background to the ancient foundations preserved outside, while the Dongdaemun Stadium Memorial relives key moments from the history of the stadium built here by the Japanese in 1925 and demolished in 2007.



EXPERIENCES

Tour Changgyeonggung, Seoul’s Oldest Original Palace HallPalace

map Google map

Built in the 15th century by King Sejong for his father, Changgyeonggung is one of Seoul’s five main palaces. The throne hall, Myeongjeongjeon (map Google map), rebuilt in 1616, is a rare example of intact 17th-century Joseon architecture.

The smaller buildings beyond the main hall were residences of kings and queens. From here, paths lead through a European-style garden to the splendid Great Greenhouse (map Google map) built by the Japanese in 1909, with native plants and exquisite bunjae (similar to bonsai).

Free English guided tours depart 11am and 4pm Tuesday to Sunday. From the palace’s Hamyangmun gate (map Google map) there’s access to Changdeokgung.

Learn about the Cheong-gye-cheon MuseumMuseum

map Google map

To fully comprehend Seoul’s long-buried east–west stream, pay a visit to the excellent Cheong-gye-cheon Museum. The exhibits detail a rich slice of Seoul’s social history. At various times the waterway has been described as Seoul’s ‘cancer’, a symbol of 1960s development, and a beacon of urban regeneration.

The museum is also a starting point for a walk along the waterway. Opposite the museum is the gallery Urban Oasis (map Google map) housed inside a recreation of the wooden shanties that once lined the stream. The space is dedicated to exhibitions on sustainability.

Another memory of Cheong-gye-cheon’s past are the three concrete pillars (map Google map) in the midst of the stream from the elevated highway that once stood here.


TOP MARKETS FOR PRE-LOVED ITEMS

Seoul Folk Flea Market

map Google map

At Korea’s largest flea market you’ll find clothing, records, books and vintage interior decoration, as well as traditional crafts, wooden masks, ink paintings and ceramics. The food court ladles up cheap meals such as sundubu jjigae (tofu and kimchi stew). Closed on Tuesdays.

Dapsimni Antiques Market

map Google map

This market offers bargain prices compared to the antique shops of Insa-dong. Browse old dusty treasures, from yangban (aristocrat) horsehair hats, wooden shoes and fish-shaped locks, to embroidered status insignia and stone statues. Closed on Sundays.




Take the Pulse of Trendy SindangNeighbourhood

In Sindang, cool little concept cafes, bars and boutiques have started colonising the area’s old rice warehouses near Jungang Market.

Chung Ju Yung, founder of the Hyundai Group, got his start in Sindang; there’s a plaque honouring him outside Brick Lane Burger (map Google map). Nearby is Phyps Mart (map Google map), a mock supermarket of colourful goods from sweatshirts to snack foods, and the charming Cécile Cédric (map Google map), which sells chic gifts for plant and garden lovers.

Styled as a retro post office, Mailroom (map Google map) is Sindang’s most enchanting cafe – its rooftop terrace offers superb views towards Namsan. Down an alley is ReRe Play (map Google map), a rustic cafe with an ancient fig tree in its garden. Also check out Kafe Apothecary (map Google map; Tue-Sun) in a converted rice warehouse, a forerunner of Sindang’s revival.

Enjoy the Street Eats of Jungang MarketStreet food

map Google map

The heart of Sindang is the covered Jungang Market, which offers stalls selling tasty street food. Haemul pajeon (seafood pancake) is a speciality here, along with hoe (raw fish). There’s always a line of customers for a stall run by an octogenarian woman who’s known for her hotteok (pancakes).

For a sit-down meal try tacos at La Calle (map Google map; Tue-Sun). Just off the arcade, enjoy craft ales from Kokkiri Brewery (map Google map) including their lager ESC. To the east is Jimbba (map Google map; Mon-Sat), a slick store specialising in Korean liquors where you can try before you buy.

Have a Massage at the Seoul K-Medi CenterMuseum

map Google map

The impressive Seoul K-Medi Center is housed in a multi-storey building partly styled to resemble the Bojewon, a hospital from the early Joseon era. The museum here exhibits the vast array of natural ingredients that are used in Korean medicine. It’s worth booking a massage of hands, feet and back – all by machines! March to November you can also treat your feet to a bath of mugwort and mint while sipping herbal tea.

Across the courtyard, Chamdajeong (map Google map) offers herbal teas and traditional food like pumpkin porridge and lotus leaf rice.

Visit a Unique StarbucksCafe

map Google map

As an example of the ‘newtro’ craze, Starbucks Gyeongdong 1960 takes some beating. Part of the chain’s charitable program, this is an impressive revamp of the Gyeongdong Theatre, in Gyeongdong Market (map Google map), one of the city’s biggest wholesale-produce markets.


The renovation has preserved as much of the old theatre as possible, with tiered seating and a small stage for musical performances.

In the lobby is the Goldstar Electronics Refresh Center (map Google map), a creative sustainability project by electronics giant LG. Free activities include potting up a plant to take home, making a bracelet using recycled plastic charms, and old-school computer games.

Climb the Steep Streets of Changsin-dongNeighbourhood

Superb vistas open out at the upper levels of Changsin-dong. Before heading up the hill, drop by Nam June Paik Memorial House (map Google map). Based in a converted hanok, this branch of the Seoul Museum of Art celebrates the avant-garde art of Paik (1932–2006), who was born and raised here.

Granite mined from this side of Naksan was used to construct buildings such the old City Hall. The quarry is now a park and there’s a splendid view over it from the cantilevered Changsin Sungin Quarry Observatory (map Google map).

Nearby is the retro Cantonese restaurant Chang Chang (map Google map), serving warming bowls of beef-brisket noodles and stir-fried beef tripe. Along the alley beneath Chang Chang is Donut Jungsu (map Google map), a little cafe serving sugared treats and sweet views.

Wander Through a Hillside Garden of Stone ArtMuseum

map Google map

An army of stone sentinels stand guard on the hillside at the outdoor section of Museum Wave. A path winds through sculpted gardens, revealing groups of stone guards. There are also carved beoksu – totems placed at the entrance to Korean villages to protect against evil spirits – and Buddhist deities.

In contrast, the galleries in the museum specialise in media art and paintings by contemporary artists.

Next door is a colourfully decorated Buddhist temple and cafe, Jeongbeopsa (map Google map). The temple is the start of a hiking trail up Bukaksan.


Seoul Yangnyeongsi Market

Jegi-dong has been associated with medicine since the 17th century, when the Bojewon, a ‘hospital’ that provided lodging for travellers and free medical treatment for the sick and poor, was established here. Traders in medicinal ingredients began gathering by the Bojewon, which was outside the City Wall to prevent the spread of infection. Seoul Yangnyeongsi Market is now Korea’s largest herbal medicine market, with over 1000 specialised traders and businesses. Shop fronts are piled with roots, seeds, barks, dried flowers, fruits and vegetables – from youngji mushrooms and cinnamon sticks to deer antlers and Korean red ginseng.




Meditate in the Precincts of Gilsang-saTemple

map Google map

The hillside temple Gilsang-sa was once the restaurant Daewongak, where gisaeng (female traditional entertainers) performed. In 1995 the property was donated by its owner, a former gisaeng, to the venerable Buddhist monk Beopjong Sunim, who turned it into a temple of the Jogye order. A tiny museum dedicated to Beopjong, who died in 2010, is located at the top of the complex.

The temple offers overnight stays. In May, the grounds are festooned with colourful lanterns for the Buddha’s birthday.

Sip Teas & Eat Sweets at Suyeon SanbangTeahouse

map Google map

Charming teahouse Suyeon Sanbang (closed Monday and Tuesday) is set in a 1930s hanok, former residence of novelist Yi Tae-jun. Its name means ‘home in the mountains for reading and scholarly gatherings’. Sip medicinal teas or premium wild green tea and try traditional sweets; go for the salty-sweet pumpkin soup with red-bean paste.

Admire the Intricate Art of Korean EmbroideryMuseum

map Google map

Based in a small hanok, the Hang Sang Soo Embroidery Museum spotlights the ancient art of Korean embroidery. Regularly changing exhibitions draw from the collection of antique pieces by master artisan Han Sangsoo (1932–2016). The museum is curated by Han’s daughter, Susana Youngran Kim, who also teaches here, and continues work on her mother’s amazingly detailed large-scale embroidery artworks.

Explore the Many Habitats of Seoul ForestPark

map Google map

A hunting ground in Joseon times, Seoul Forest offers a number of family-friendly attractions, including a sika deer enclosure, adventure playgrounds, butterfly and insect gardens, wetlands, a skate park and a sculpture garden. Beside the east gate is Understand Avenue (map Google map), a community made from shipping containers, now cafes, shops and social enterprises.


Seoul’s Old City Wall

Hanyangdoseong, the 600-year-old City Wall, snakes 18.6km across the four mountains of Bukaksan, Naksan, Namsan and Inwangsan. The wall was punctuated by eight gates, of which six survive. An intriguing mix of urban hiking, historic architecture and fabulous views, the entire circuit, gaps included, can be done in a single (exhausting) day, but better to split it up over two days, or choose a section or two: Inwangsan and Bukaksan are the steepest and most impressive.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

₩ Cheap     ₩ ₩ Moderate     ₩ ₩ ₩ Pricey

[image: img]
Eating

Dongdaemun & Sindang

Dongdaemun Grilled Fish Alley₩ ₩

map Google map

No-frills restaurants serving tasty char-grilled samchi (Spanish mackerel). 8.30am-8.30pm

I Love Sindangdong₩ ₩

map Google map

Tteokbokki (volcanically spicy stew) is the speciality here. It’s pure comfort food pimped up with seafood and cheese. 24hr

Star Samarkand₩ ₩

map Google map

Try plov (a rice and meat dish), lagman noodles and manti dumplings at this popular Uzbeki restaurant. 10am-11pm Wed-Mon

Woori Yeah Sool₩ ₩ ₩

map Google map

Plump deep-fried prawns and succulent spicy pork ribs. Try their house-made makgeolli. 5-11pm Tue-Sun

Seongsu-dong

Hanoi 102₩

map Google map

Elegantly retro Vietnamese restaurant. Serves pork or tofu banh mi and Hue-style spicy noodles. 11.30am-3pm & 5-9pm

Maple Top₩ ₩

map Google map

American brunch with waffles, pancakes and egg dishes. After 6pm, the menu flips to chicken wings and beer. 9am-2am

[image: img]
Drinking

Speakeasy Bars

Jean Frigo

map Google map

The entrance to this cocktail bar on the backstreets of Dongdaemun is disguised as a large refrigerator within a fruit store. 6pm-1am Tue-Sun

Zoo Sindang

map Google map

Hip bar wit Zodiac-themed drinks. Touch the praying cat statue outside to get in. 6pm–2am

Cafes

Haero Coffee

map Google map

Speciality coffee with tasting notes in a charming hanok cafe. 11am-10pm

Seoul Angmusae

map Google map

Bakery-cafe specialising in cinnamon rolls and other flaky treats. 8am-11pm

Cheese Industry

map Google map

Robot cows graze beside this cafe celebrating cheese. 11am-10pm

[image: img]
Shopping

Fashion

Doota

map Google map

Dongdaemun’s leading mall, with domestic and foreign brands. 10.30am-5am, to midnight Sun

Common Ground

map Google map

Seongsu complex of converted shipping containers. Includes sustainably made items and vintage clothing shops.
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Family Travel

Travelling to Seoul with kids is a breeze. This is a safe, family-friendly city stacked with child- and youth-friendly attractions – from museums (including several devoted to kids) to parks, playgrounds and K-cultural hotspots.



K-Pop Rules

Your kids will need little persuasion for the chance to scope out the beating heart of K-Pop culture. Go shopping for K-Pop idol merch and manhwa (Korean comics and graphic novels), hunt down the locations of popular K-drama, films and K-Pop videos, and make your own content at places like HiKR Ground.



Park Life

You don’t need to shell out big bucks at amusement parks such as Lotte World to keep the kids happy. Seoul has scores of free, city-managed parks with excellent facilities, such as Seoul Forest, Olympic Park and the string of bicycle-lane-connected parks that hug the Han River’s banks. Each summer six big outdoor-pool complexes open in the Han River parks.


SLEEPING & EATING

In traditional guesthouses and some hostels, Korean-style ondol rooms are family-friendly, as everyone sleeps on a yo (floor mattress) in the same space. Few restaurants have kids’ menus or highchairs for toddlers.
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Dress Up

A fun way to visit the palaces (for free) is to dress in costumes from one of the many hanbok rental outlets.


Public Transport

Children under six travel free. Child fares apply to kids under 13.



Museums

The National Museum of Korea, the National Folk Museum and the Seoul Museum of Craft Arts have fun, hands-on sections devoted to children. You may have to book a timed slot for certain activities.





Accommodation

Sleeping options in Seoul range from affordable hostels and hanok (wooden homes) to masses of chain hotels and five-star palaces.


Where to Stay if You Love…

High-End Shopping and Dining

Gangnam & Southern Seoul Luxury and chain hotels abound. Stay near a subway station, as distances between local sights and those across the river can be long.


OUR PICK

We Love to Stay in...

Myeong-dong, Euljiro & Namsan

You can’t get more central than this neighbourhood, which offers plenty of hostels and midrange hotels. Even if shopping is not your focus, it’s a great area to stay for walking to the sights and sampling the nightlife of hip areas such as Euljiro.



Youth Culture and Parks

Western Seoul Hongdae and Sinchon have a glut of guesthouses, hostels and small hotels at lower and mid-range prices. Yeouido has a few high-end options.


HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN

Hostel dorm bed from ₩27,000

Midrange hotel from ₩90,000

Top-end hanok hotel from ₩250,000



Architecture and Hipster ’Hoods

Dongdaemun, Eastern & Northern Seoul Much of the area’s midrange accommodation is clustered around the malls and markets of Dongdaemun. There’s also a couple of luxury hotels.

Traditional Architecture and Hiking

Gwanghwamun & Jongno-gu Characterful hanok guesthouses within walking distance of palaces and Bukaksan and Inwangsan hiking trails.

Museums & Restaurants

Itaewon & Yongsan-gu Nightlife district Itaewon is full of no-frills guesthouses. The best have communal kitchens and roof terraces, and a backpacker hostel vibe.





Food, Drink & Nightlife

Allergies & Intolerances

People with food allergies and intolerances may struggle in Seoul. Substances like nuts and gluten that could trigger a reaction are rarely listed on menus. It’s best to communicate your allergy clearly to servers to be sure.

HOW TO SAY

I’m allergic to... jeoneun alleleugiga issseubnida ...


	nuts	gyeon-gwa-ryu

	seafood	haemul

	dairy	yu-jae-pum

	gluten	geulluten




HOW TO ASK...

Is this gluten-free?

Igeo geulluten peuliingayo?

Does this contain nuts?

Gyeongwalyuga deul-eoissnayo?

Is there a vegan option?

Chaesigjuui obsyeon-i issnayo?




BOOKING APPS

Catchtable (catchtable.net) allows you to make reservations for hundreds of restaurants across Seoul – for the city’s most popular places, this is the only way you’re going to get to eat there. If a restaurant has an Instagram account, they may also take bookings via direct message.



Cutlery & Menus

Most restaurant tables have a small drawer built into one side containing metal chopsticks, spoons and paper napkins.

Many restaurants will have English menus. Or there may be touch-screen menus at the table for you to order from – usually you can toggle to an English translation.

How to… Pay the Bill

Ask your waiter ‘gye-san-seo ju-se-yo’ or go to the front counter with the bill that’s been left on your table.

How to pay Most places take either cash or international credit cards. It is not common to split bills.

Etiquette When you are paying, don’t put cash or cards on the table. Instead hand it over carefully directly to the waiter or to staff at the payment counter.

Tipping Not expected in bars and restaurants; in fact it’s considered rude.

[image: jpg]

IKA RAHMA H/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to the average cost of a main course.

₩ less than ₩10,000

₩ ₩ ₩10,000–30,000

₩ ₩ ₩ more than ₩30,000




OPENING HOURS

Cafes 8am to 10pm

Restaurants 11am to 3pm & 6pm to 9pm

Bars 5pm to 2am



Going Out

Cafes and teahouses Cafes come in all shapes, sizes and themes, and serve a wide and creative variety of drinks. Artisan coffee shops are common. Also don’t miss the chance to sip fruit and herbal teas in a traditional Korean hanok teahouse.

Bars and tent bars Traditional Korean sool (alcoholic drinks) such as makgeolli (a milky rice brew; pictured) and baekseju (made from fermented glutinous rice) are increasingly popular with dedicated bars. On the streets in nightlife districts such as Euljiro 3-ga and Jongno 3-ga you’ll find pojangmacha (tent bars) serving soju (local vodka), beers and street food.

Clubbing Hongdae is a clubbing hotspot, while Itaewon and Gangnam have decent choices, too. Most dance clubs don’t get busy until midnight and only start pumping after 2am, with Friday and Saturday nights the busiest. Dress codes are generally not strict, but do bring your ID.


HOW MUCH FOR A

Hotteok (sweet pancake)
₩2000

Can of domestic beer
₩3000

Coffee
₩4000–6000

Bowl of noodles
₩5000–7000

Plate of fried chicken
₩20,000

Set menu at a top-end restaurant
₩250,000

Cocktail
₩20,000







LGBTIQ+ Travellers

Korea has never outlawed homosexuality, but this shouldn’t be taken as a sign of widespread tolerance or acceptance.


Not Equal

Korea is a conservative society and sexuality in general is a taboo subject. LGBTIQ+ travellers who disclose their sexual orientation should be prepared for some less-than-positive reactions.

Korean law provides no protection from discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity. Same-sex marriage and civil unions are illegal. Queer students face bullying at schools and same-sex couples cannot adopt. In 2023 there was consternation among Seoul’s LGBTIQ+ community when there were attempts to block the annual Pride festival – it finally went ahead.

Attitudes are changing, however, especially among young people. LGBTIQ+ travellers should have few fears about visiting Seoul. There are several areas of the city where there are clusters of queer-friendly watering holes and gathering spaces – most famously Itaewon and the Jongno 3-ga area around Nakwon-dong.


OUR PICK

Must-Visit LGBTIQ+ Neighbourhood

It’s not the most PC of names, but Itaewon’s ‘Homo Hill’ is where international LGBTIQ+ visitors will feel most comfortable hanging out. The bars and clubs along the short alley tend to be tiny, so on warm nights the crowds often spill onto the street.




CHINGUSAI

Meaning ‘Between Friends’, Chingusai is one of Korea’s oldest LGBTIQ+ human rights organisations. Their website outlines Korean attitudes to the gay community.
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LESVOS

Yoon Kim Myung-woo, aka Myeongwoo Hyeong, has been running Lesvos since 1996 as a community space for Seoul’s lesbian and queer community.

[image: jpg]



Queer Culture Fest

The highpoint of LGBTIQ+ visibility in Seoul is the annual Seoul Queer Culture Festival (sqcf.org), usually held in early July. It includes a well-attended gay-pride parade and the Seoul Queer Film Festival.





Health & Safe Travel

Day or night, Seoul is generally a very safe place to spend time, with low crime rates and high-quality medical care.



TAP WATER

Seoul’s tap water is safe to drink, but most locals don’t – there’s a false perception that old pipes make it unsafe. Filtered water is available free of charge in almost all restaurants as well as in most public buildings and tourist attractions – carry a reusable bottle.



Pharmacies

You need a doctor’s prescription to buy most medications, and it may be difficult to find the exact medication you use at home, so take extra. A letter from your doctor outlining your medical condition and a list of your medications (using generic names) could be useful.

Pharmacists often know some English. If you have a language problem dial 02-1330 on your mobile phone and ask the interpreter to explain what you need, in Korean, to the pharmacist.


Tourist Phone Number

Call 1330, or 02-1330 from a mobile, for 24-hour info and interpretation help.



Seoul Global Center

This comprehensive support centre for foreign residents in Seoul has volunteers who speak a number of languages as well as full-time staff who can assist on a range of issues. Their online Guidebook for Living in Seoul is a useful source of information.


NORTH–SOUTH KOREA TENSIONS

Seoul is less than 60km from the North Korean border. The security situation on the Korean Peninsula can change with little notice. Tensions can rise after missile tests by North Korea and during the regular South Korean–US military exercises. In such circumstances, day trips to the DMZ may be cancelled.




QUICK INFO

Drugs

They’re illegal with huge fines and jail sentences for anyone caught using.

Vaccinations

No special requirements, but consider vaccination against hepatitis A and B.

Street Safety

Take extra care when crossing the road as some motorists can be impatient.







Responsible Travel

Follow these tips to leave a lighter footprint, support local and have a positive impact on communities.


Recycling Rubbish

When you get rid of your rubbish in Seoul, it’s important to use the right bins. PET clear plastic bottles, other types of hard plastic, thin film plastics (vinyl), metal cans, polystyrene, glass bottles, paper and cardboard, and food waste all go into separate collection bins. If you’re staying in a rental apartment, clear instructions will be given on what needs to be separated and where to find the bins.

[image: jpg]
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Seed Library

At Seoul Botanic Park, there’s an innovative ‘seed library’ where people can ‘borrow’ seeds to grow at home and return, if they want, as plants to the garden.

[image: jpg]
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OUR PICK

Hiking Tourism

Explore Seoul’s green hills and mountains along many clearly marked hiking trails. Hire hiking boots and clothing from the Seoul Hiking Tourism Center.



Culture Classes

There are few better ways to learn about Korean culture than through what locals choose to eat and drink. There are several cooking classes that are easy to build into your itinerary while in Seoul including ones on how to make kimchi (pictured) and vegan temple food as eaten by monks. The Templestay programs also provide insights into Buddhist practice.

Resources

• www.seoulsolution.kr/en Read about Seoul Solution’s urban planning and sustainable-development policies. • www.wwfkorea.or.kr Local branch of the World Wide Fund for Nature.


CREATIVE REUSE

Seoullo 7017 is an overpass transformed into a beautiful garden promenade. Seonyudo Park is crafted from an old water-filtration plant and Oil Tank Culture Park is made from abandoned oil tanks.



Secondhand Shopping

Seoul’s secondhand shops and markets are great places to hunt for pre-loved fashions and souvenirs. The Seoul Folk Flea Market and nearby Dongmyo street flea market are both great spots to hunt for bargains.

Stalls on the 2nd floor of Gwangjang Market specialise in secondhand and vintage clothing. For more curated pre-loved fashions, trawl boutiques in shopping districts such as Hongdae and Seongsu.


CYCLING ROUTES

Seoul Bike (Ttareungi) is the city’s public bike-sharing service.

Scan this QR code for four suggested cycling courses, including one that runs alongside the Han River.

[image: jpg]



Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when travelling, and the importance of making changes where we can. Lonely Planet urges all travellers to engage with their travel carbon footprint. Many airlines and booking sites offer travellers the option of offsetting the impact of greenhouse gas emissions by contributing to climate-friendly initiatives around the world.

There are many carbon calculators online that allow travellers to estimate the carbon emissions generated by their journey; try resurgence.org using the QR code, right.
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Accessible Travel

Danurim Accessible Tourism Center

Run by the Seoul Tourism Organisation, Danurim Accessible Tourism Center aims to make the city accessible to everyone. Arrange an airport pick-up service with wheelchair-ramp-equipped vehicles, and rental of wheelchairs and shower wheelchairs for your time in the city. Their website also has lots of information including suggested itineraries.

Public Transport

Most subway stations have lifts, wheelchair lifts and ramps, accessible toilets and braille tiles to help find directions. In the subway carriages, announcements of upcoming stations are in English and there’s always priority seating for those who need it.


OUR PICK

The National Museum of Korea is free to visit and fully wheelchair accessible. There are also kiosks where visitors can access voice commentary and use braille keypads to obtain a variety of information. Those with poor eyesight can magnify the letters on the screen to read them, and the kiosks automatically adjust height for people in wheelchairs. People with hearing disabilities can ask a question in sign language and the kiosk responds through a 3D avatar.




TOURIST ATTRACTIONS

Tourist attractions typically offer generous discounts or even free entry for guests with disabilities, and a helper. The walkways along the Cheong-gye-cheon and Seoullo 7017 are also accessible by lifts.



Accommodation

Mainly midrange and top-end hotels have adapted rooms for those with disabilities. You can also search rental sites for wheelchair-accessible units.


BRAILLE

At nearly all major museums and tourist sites there will be descriptions in braille as well as models of exhibits and buildings that the blind and partially sighted can touch.



Resources

• www.koreawheelchairtour.com Travel agency dedicated to those with restricted mobility. • https://english.visitseoul.net/ Information on accessibility across the city.





Nuts & Bolts

Opening Hours

Look out for 영업 중 (yeollyeo issneun; open) and 휴무 (dad-eun; closed).

Banks 9am–4pm Monday to Friday, ATMs 7am–11pm

Bars 6pm–1am, longer hours Friday and Saturday

Cafes 8am–10pm

Galleries & Museums 10am–6pm Tuesday to Sunday

Post offices 9am–6pm Monday to Friday

Restaurants 11am–9pm, many shut 3–6pm

Shops 10am–8pm


QUICK INFO

Time zone GMT/UTC plus nine hours

City code 02

Tourist Helpline 1330

Population 9.65 million



ELECTRICITY
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Public Holidays

Seollal (Lunar New Year), Buddha’s Birthday and Chuseok (Thanksgiving) are set according to the lunar calendar, meaning that they fall on different days each year.

New Year’s Day 1 January

Seollal 28–30 January 2025, 16–18 February 2026

Independence Movement Day 1 March

Children’s Day 5 May

Buddha’s Birthday 8 May 2025 and 2026

Memorial Day 6 June

Constitution Day 17 July

Liberation Day 15 August

Chuseok 5–7 October 2025, 24–27 September 2026

National Foundation Day 3 October

Christmas Day 25 December


SMOKING

Seoul has strict antismoking laws. It is forbidden to smoke in all bars, restaurants, hotels and public buildings, and to smoke while walking along the street, or outside subway stations or bus stops. Generally, smokers duck into a side road or alleyway for a quick puff.







Language


Korean Basics

Hello.
an·nyŏng ha·se·yo.

Goodbye. (when leaving)
an·nyŏng·hi kye·se·yo.

Goodbye. (when staying)
an·nyŏng·hi ka·se·yo.

Yes/No.
né/a·ni·yo.

I’d like...please.
...ju·se·yo.

Thank you.
ko·map·sŭm·ni·da.

You’re welcome.
ch’ŏn·ma·ne·yo.

Excuse me.
shil·lé ham·ni·da.

Sorry.
choé·song ham·ni·da.



Fast Phrases


	How are you?	an·nyŏng ha·se·yo?

	Fine, thanks. And you?	ne an·nyŏng ha·se·yo?

	May I ask what your name is?	sŏng·ha·mŭl yŏ·tchŏ·bwa·do doélk·ka·yo?

	My name is…	che i·rŭ·mŭn…im·ni·da.

	I’m from...	…e·sŏ wass·ŏ·yo.

	I’m...years old.	chŏ·nŭn … sa·ri·e·yo.

	Do you speak English?	yŏng·ŏ ha·shil·jul a·shi·na·yo?

	I don’t understand.	mo·da·ra·dŭ·rŏss·ŏ·yo.

	Can we see the menu?	me·nyu bol·su in·na·yo?

	That was delicious!	ma·shiss·ŏss·ŏ·yo!

	How much is it?	ŏl·ma·ye·yo?

	I’m lost.	ki·rŭl i·rŏss·ŏ·yo.

	Where’s (the station)?	(yŏ·gi) ŏ·di in·na·yo?

	Where can I buy a ticket?	p’yo ŏ·di·e·sŏ sa·na·yo?



Good to Know

It may be useful for travellers to learn the phrase sŏ·yang·shik pang in·na·yo? (‘Do you have a Western-style room?’) Smaller lodgings may only have Korean-style rooms (with floor mattresses). If you want a ‘proper’ bed, check ahead.

When eating out, try p’o·k’ŭ/na·i·p’ŭ ka·jŏ·da ju·se·yo (‘Please bring a fork/knife’). In Korean restaurants the spoon is meant for rice and soup, and chopsticks are for everything else; ask if you need other utensils. Another useful phrase is tŏl maep·ké hae·ju·shi·gess·ŏ·yo? (‘Can you make it less spicy?’) Korean food is often spicy enough to trigger sweat or tears – you may want to play it safe.


KONGLISH

Korean has many words borrowed from English. ‘Konglish’ terms are often shorter versions of English words (eg a·p’a·t’ŭ is ‘apartment’); some combine English words (eg haen·dŭ·p’on is ‘cell phone’, lit: ‘hand phone’).



Food Words

breakfast a·ch’im

lunch chŏm·shim

dinner chŏ·nyŏk

snack kan·shik

I’d like... …ju·se·yo

I’m starving! pae·go·p’a·yo!

mineral water saeng·su

coffee k’ŏ·p’i

tea ch’a

beer maek·chu

cocktail k’ak·t’e·il

wine wa·in

Cheers! kŏn·bae!

Listen for


	To·wa dŭ·rilk·ka·yo?	Can I help you?

	Mwŏ dŭ·rilk·ka·yo?	What would you like?




SOUND LIKE A LOCAL


	Hey!	yŏ·gi·yo!

	Great!	cho·a·yo!

	Sure!	mul·lo·ni·jo!

	Maybe.	a·ma·do·yo.

	No way!	an·dwae·yo!

	No problem.	mun·jé ŏp·sŏ·yo.






Numbers

1

ha·na

2

tul

3

set

4

net

5

ta·sŏt

6

yŏ·sŏt

7

il·gop

8

yŏ·dŏl

9

a·hop

10

yŏl









Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travellers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you are happy to have your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/legal.
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