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The Journey Begins Here
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The Middle East’s most famous holiday destination is a city of juxtapositions: gleaming hotels sit beside ordinary apartment blocks and flashy supercars cruise beside vehicles of questionable roadworthiness. Visitors flock here for beachside getaways and retail therapy, but my favourite things about the city are its surprises. You can watch pink flamingos grazing in wetlands just minutes from the world’s tallest skyscraper, and discover the ancient origins of the coffee bean in a neighbourhood dating back over a hundred years. If you look for it, Dubai will serve you a delightful cocktail of culture, art, nature and more, wrapped in year-round sunshine.
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Hayley Skirka

@hayleyscottie

Scottish-born and UAE-based, Hayley is a travel writer and editor.






THE BEST

Michelin Dining Experiences

The revered Michelin dining guide made its debut in Dubai in 2022, and since then restaurants have clamoured for a listing. Visitors hoping for a meal to remember can’t go wrong at one of these Michelin-recognised venues.
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See culture though a gastronomic lens at Teible, within the Jameel Arts Centre. Head for the tip of this outpost at Jaddaf Waterfront, where the bakery-restaurant serves dishes highlighting local, seasonal ingredients.

Descend the spiral staircase for a distinctly Dubai experience at Ossiano (pictured), the underwater restaurant at Atlantis The Palm. Tuck into creative dishes as stingrays, sharks and seahorses swim right past your table.
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Glide across the Gulf in a private boat to reach two-starred Stay by Yannick Alleno (pictured), where upmarket French-inspired food is as intriguing as it is delicious.

Be disarmed by Dubai’s most unassuming Michelin-recommended eatery: 3 Fils at Jumeirah Fishing Harbour is a laid-back, homegrown venue serving tasty, no-frills Asian small plates at good-value prices.
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THE BEST

Emirati Dining Experiences

Dubai’s bustling culinary scene boasts plenty of places specialising in Emirati eats. Choices range from luqaimat (pictured; sweet doughnuts) to machboos (a casserole of meat or fish, rice and onions cooked in a spicy sauce).
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Savour slow-cooked meats and fragrant machboos (pictured) at Al Khayma Heritage Restaurant in Al Fahidi Historic District. It also runs cooking classes – useful info if you want to learn how to recreate some of the dishes at home.
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Visit family-run Al Fanar – named after traditional Middle Eastern lanterns – on the banks of Dubai Creek for Emirati dishes that have earned a Michelin Bib Gourmand.

Try Emirati cuisine while learning about the United Arab Emirates’ culture and traditions at nonprofit enterprise the Sheikh Mohammed Centre for Cultural Understanding.

Dine beneath traditional wind towers in a setting that calls to mind old-world Arabia at Sabaa. Located inside Al Seef Heritage Hotel Dubai by Hilton, it serves fine-dining Emirati fare.





THE BEST

Sundowner Experiences

With venues ranging from romantic rooftop restaurants to fabulous toes-in-the-sand lounge bars, Dubai has no shortage of places to enjoy a drink while watching the sun go down.
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See and be seen at Ce La Vi, which delivers a stunning downtown Dubai backdrop, Burj Khalifa included.

Snap a holiday photo to remember at Attiko Dubai, with 180-degree views over Jumeirah Beach Residence (JBR) and Ain Dubai all the way to Palm Jumeirah and the Burj Al Arab.

Visit the old side of Dubai at laidback hideaway QDs, a favourite with longtime residents.

Soak up an ideal blend of Peruvian spirit, Japanese eats and New York cool at open-air Above Eleven. It ticks all the boxes for a sundowner spot: views, beats and expertly mixed cocktails.

Swing back to the 1960s at Bungalo34 on Pearl Jumeirah Island.

Enjoy golden hour in style at the Bibé Rooftop, with a saxophonist in residence to set the mood.





THE BEST

Luxury Shopping Experiences

Dubai’s reputation as a shopper’s paradise has endured despite the recent introduction of VAT. Every neighbourhood has a mall, and many of them also offer diversions, including a ski slope, an aquarium and a replica Egyptian village.

[image: jpg]

Mall of the Emirates | WERNER SPREMBERG/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Take in the scale of the gargantuan Dubai Mall. Sprawling across downtown Dubai, this is one of the world’s largest malls, with well over 1000 stores. It’s twinned with the soaring Burj Khalifa.

Pass beneath the gaze of a pair of mammoth sphinxes at Egyptian-themed Wafi (pictured), home to luxury boutiques and a recently opened futuristic light-and-sound park.
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Enter an Aladdin’s cave of gemstones at the Gold Souq (pictured), a paradise for jewellery hunters. It’s known as one of the world’s best-regulated gold markets.
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Make a beeline for the glass and wrought-iron Fashion Dome at Mall of the Emirates, where posh boutiques cluster under a giant skylight. Afterwards, if you still have some energy left, visit the mall’s artificial ski slope.





THE BEST

Amusement Park Experiences

From the biggest thrills to the highest slides, Dubai’s theme parks will keep the whole family entertained with a mix of indoor and outdoor offerings that includes the world’s largest waterpark.
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Splash around in the shadow of the Burj Al Arab at Wild Wadi (pictured), an Arabian-themed waterpark with more than 30 rides and slides.
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Float through shark-infested tunnels, ride the rapids and brave a near-vertical plunge at Aquaventure, the largest waterpark in the world.

Expect brick-themed rides and attractions, a waterpark and even a hotel at the Middle East’s first Legoland.

Hit the artificial slopes and ride the chairlift before warming up with a hot chocolate at Ski Dubai (pictured), where it’s always −2°C.
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See Hollywood come to life at Motiongate, a movie-themed park with more than 20 rides and attractions, including the first ever John Wick–themed ride and the world’s fastest single-car spinning roller-coaster.





THE BEST

Architectural Experiences

Known for its skyscrapers, Dubai has a wealth of architectural wonders. Feast your eyes on everything from the glistening towers of downtown Dubai to the Disney-esque palaces of artificial archipelago Palm Jumeirah.
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Ride to the top of the world’s tallest building at the Burj Khalifa. Towering 828m above the city, this marvel of engineering offers staggering views.
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Take in the gleaming white Etihad Museum, sharing its location with Union House, where the United Arab Emirates was founded in 1971.

Check out science, culture and art at the beautiful, 77m-tall Museum of the Future. Its exterior is illuminated by Arabic calligraphy.
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Be bowled over by gaudy pink Atlantis The Palm (pictured), dominating the tip of Palm Jumeirah. Outside it resembles a fairytale palace, and inside it’s a smorgasbord of underwater delights.

See another hotel stunner at Atlantis The Royal, also on Palm Jumeirah. Its gleaming glass structure cantilevers into the Arabian skyline.





THE BEST

Old Dubai Experiences

From its origins as a small fishing village, Dubai has gone through a huge evolution in a short period of time. If you know where to look, however, the city’s rich history can still be found.
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Retreat from modernity in the maze-like Al Fahidi Historic District and seek out galleries, museums, exhibitions and cafes.

Dine amid history at creekside Bayt Al Wakeel. Built of mud, coral and wood, and dating to 1935, the restaurant also houses a small maritime museum.

Learn the story of the UAE’s formation at the striking Etihad Museum.

Step inside Sheikh Saeed Al Maktoum House, the former home of Dubai’s ruling family, on a quiet stretch of the creekside promenade.

Delve into the past at the Jumeirah Archaeological Site, one of the most important early Islamic sites in the Gulf region.





Best for Kids

Go dune bashing on a desert safari with Arabian Adventures, followed by camel rides, henna painting, sandboarding and an Arabian barbecue feast.

Please children of every age with a visit to Atlantis The Palm, where waterparks, aquariums, surf machines, a private beach and oodles of restaurants await.

Keep the kids out of the heat with skiing, snowboarding, zorb balls and snowball fights at Ski Dubai, the UAE’s only ski resort.

Immerse the family in a magical underwater world at the Dubai Mall’s Aquarium & Underwater Zoo, housing more than 30,000 marine animals.

Enjoy a day at the seaside at Kite Beach, where kids can take an ocean dip, build sandcastles, explore obstacle courses and bounce on mega-sized trampolines.





Best for Free

Marvel at thousands of super-bright lights, projectors and water features at the Dubai Fountain, where the daily show is set off by a variety of musical scores. Arrive early to bag your spot.

Enjoy a morning of birdwatching at Ras Al Khor Wildlife Sanctuary, where you can spot flamingos, herons, ospreys, cormorants and more.

Soak in the sights, sounds and smells of the city’s bygone trading days at Deira’s Spice Souq, a delight to wander even if you’re not in the market to buy.

Take a dip after dark in the Gulf’s temperate waters at Jumeirah Public Beach.

Turn your back on the city’s skyscrapers and wander the narrow streets of Al Fahidi Historic District to discover what Dubai looked like in days gone by.







Three Perfect Days

Dubai’s best sights can be traced in just a few days. These itineraries will help you sample a little of all sides of the city, from historical to beachside to futuristic.
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DAY ONE

Only Have One Day?

Morning

Wander the waterside Al Fahidi Historic District (pictured) to get the flavour of Old Dubai, then take an abra (water taxi) across Dubai Creek to explore the city’s souqs.

Afternoon

Glimpse days to come at the Museum of the Future, then hop over to the Dubai Mall for retail therapy and to visit the Dubai Aquarium & Underwater Zoo. As sunset approaches, head up the Burj Khalifa for views across the city.

Evening

Enjoy dinner at Souk Al Bahar, where you can take in the music-and-light spectacle of the Dubai Fountain, and go on for drinks at Time Out Market.
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DAY TWO

A Weekend Trip

Morning

Learn more about Islam on a morning tour of Jumeirah Mosque, then tuck into a traditional Emirati breakfast at the Arabian Tea House, situated near the Jumeirah Archaeological Site.

Afternoon

Cool off at Aquaventure Waterpark with its slides, rides and river rapids. Afterwards, gawp at the giant aquarium in Atlantis The Palm. Treat yourself to a late lunch at hip Bounty Beets.

Evening

Sip a cocktail beside Aura Skypool (pictured) – sitting 50 floors up, it's the world’s highest 360-degree infinity pool – before partying the night away at Palm West Beach, where you can take your pick of beach clubs and rooftop bars.
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DAY THREE

A Short Break

Morning

Stroll around Dubai Marina, then have breakfast alfresco at Dubai Marina Mall. Take a short drive to Mall of the Emirates to check out the snow-covered slopes at Ski Dubai.

Afternoon

Embrace Dubai’s dunes with an Arabian Adventures desert safari that will see you careering over golden sands in a 4WD, sandboarding, camel riding and even belly dancing. Dinner is served Arabian barbecue style.

Evening

Grab last-minute souvenirs at the traditional souq within Madinat Jumeirah before enjoying dinner at unassuming, family-friendly Trattoria Toscana on the waterfront. Snap a selfie with the Burj Al Arab (pictured), then unwind with terrace drinks at Bahri Bar.
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If You Have More Time

Start day one by drinking in picture-perfect views of old and new Dubai from the striking Dubai Frame, then discover Al Seef, a modern neighbourhood inspired by traditional Middle Eastern villages. Stop at the UAE’s prettiest Starbucks – an Arabian-themed cafe with lanterns, timber-framed windows and a thatched roof – then enjoy Emirati eats at Al Fanar. Enjoy an after-dark dip at Jumeirah Public Beach, where floodlights allow swimming 24 hours a day.

On day two, discover galleries along Alserkal Avenue, fuelling up first at Nightjar Coffee. Take the Metro to Expo City Dubai to dip your toes in a unique fountain, let the kids run wild at Jubilee Park and wander under the giant arches of Al Wasl Dome. In the evening, don your finest threads and head to the Dubai Opera to catch a performance, then stroll through Burj Khalifa Park to Leila for an authentic Lebanese dinner.
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A City Day Trip

Set off early to visit the UAE capital, Abu Dhabi, around 150km from Dubai. Begin with a complimentary 10am tour at Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque (pictured), where your guide will take you on a journey through the stunning white-domed structure.

Next, take a taxi to Saadiyat Island to visit the Louvre Abu Dhabi, then have lunch on the seafront at nearby Mamsha. Refuelled, head to Yas Island and take your pick from three amusement parks, perfect for escaping the afternoon heat.

Finish the day at Yas Bay with well-deserved sundowners at Lighthouse and a stroll along the waterfront.
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On a Rainy Day

It rarely rains in Dubai, but if you do happen to be in town when the heavens open, take the Metro to Dubai Mall, where you can while away as many hours as you need shopping, ice skating and exploring the Dubai Aquarium & Underwater Zoo (pictured), before going up the Burj Khalifa to see the city from above.

If it’s still pouring, enjoy a delicious Italian dinner at family-friendly Eataly, then embrace the elements to take in the Dubai Fountain, where you’ll likely get better views of the show as the rains will keep the crowds down.
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Get Prepared


Book Ahead

Two to three months before Book tickets for a show at the Dubai Opera and check if your dates are on sale for the Museum of the Future.

One month before Reserve a table at a Michelin-star restaurant and book your Friday brunch experience.

One week before Reserve your time slot for visiting the Burj Khalifa.



Manners Matter

Lewd conduct is an offence in Dubai, so avoid rude hand gestures or aggressive swearing, which can land you in serious trouble. Posting pictures of others on social media without their permission is also an offence, so ask if you plan to share your snaps. Holding hands is fine, but over-the-top public displays of affection are not permitted, regardless of whether you’re straight, gay, married or simply mucking about.

Islamic Culture

Dubai is a tolerant place, but its Islamic culture means there are a few things for non-Muslim visitors to be aware of. Only enter mosques if they specify they are open to non-Muslims. Save your skimpiest outfits for the beach, and wear something more modest when you hit the malls. Non-Muslims over 21 are free to buy and drink alcohol in Dubai, but public drunkenness is an offence.

Things to Know

The weekend Officially consists of Saturday and Sunday, but this only changed a few years ago from Friday and Saturday, and you might find that some businesses still close on Friday.

Crossing the road If you don’t wait for a green light, you could land in trouble. If you’re unlucky, you may be hit with a jaywalking fine of up to Dhs400.

Major religious holidays Dubai’s multicultural population means the city celebrates it all – from Eid and Ramadan to Diwali, Christmas, Easter and Holi.

Arabic coffee Many hotels offer guests a cup on arrival. Be prepared for a slightly peppery flavour, which comes from cardamom, and don’t ask for milk. It’s customary to accept the cup in your right hand.


TIPPING

Tipping isn’t compulsory, but most people leave something if service charges are not already included on the bill.
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DAILY BUDGET

BUDGET: Less than Dhs350

• Hotel room (two or three star): Dhs250

• Shawarma: Dhs30

• 24-hour Metro card: Dhs20

• Abra crossing: Dhs1

MIDRANGE: Dhs350–1000

• Hotel room (three or four star): Dhs450

• Dinner at a restaurant with wine: Dhs350

• Waterpark entry fee: Dhs150

• Public transport: Dhs20

TOP END: More than Dhs1000

• Hotel room (five star): Dhs800

• Desert safari trip: Dhs300

• Dinner at Michelin-starred restaurant: Dhs600

• Taxi fares: Dhs100




Currency

Dirham (Dhs)

Languages

Arabic, English; Urdu widely spoken

Time zone

Gulf Standard Time (GMT/UTC plus four hours)




ENTERTAINER APP

The Entertainer app is worth buying if you’re part of a couple or an even-numbered group – it’s filled with buy one get one free offers for many of the city’s restaurants, bars, attractions and tours.
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When To Go

Keep your cool in the more costly, crowded winter months from November to April, or grab some hot deals in the summer (June to September).


November to April is peak season. Temperatures drop to a comfortable level, and residents and visitors enjoy lazy days on the water, leisurely walks by the beach and sunset soirees in rooftop cocktail bars. Christmas and New Year are the busiest times, with festive brunches and fireworks attracting holidaymakers in droves. Winter is the ideal time to hike in the mountains or camp in the desert before temperatures start to climb in May. Some rooftop bars and beach clubs close in summer, but indoor theme parks, museums and malls offer air-conditioned sanctuary.

The Big Events

January: Golfing legends flock to the city for the Dubai Desert Classic European Tour, held on the Majlis course at Emirates Golf Club.

March: Art aficionados arrive at Madinat Jumeirah for the three-day Art Dubai festival, showcasing contemporary, modern and digital work by artists from across the world.

March: The world’s richest horse race, the Dubai World Cup gives punters an excuse to don their finest clothing. As the thoroughbreds race for a million-dirham purse, guests compete for best-dressed attendee.

Dates vary: During the holy month of Ramadan, Muslims refrain from eating and drinking between sunrise and sunset. Places stay open late in the evening or into the small hours. Visitors should avoid eating and drinking in public places, and wear more modest outfits. Eid Al Fitr marks the end of Ramadan and is a time for celebration, with family gatherings and firework shows.

Dubai Weather

[image: jpg]


Going Local

February: Taste of Dubai is the city’s unofficial food festival and serves up an energetic vibe, celebrity chefs, restaurant popups and cooking workshops alongside live music and entertainment.

October–May: Outdoor Ripe Market sells homegrown goods, food and crafts, and has activities and a petting zoo for kids. Also on offer are live music, wellness workshops and culinary delights.

November: Free exercise classes, bootcamps and fitness programs abound during the Dubai Fitness Challenge. It all culminates in the Dubai Run, where thousands of participants take over Sheikh Zayed Rd as they tackle 5km and 10km courses.
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December or January: International men’s and women’s rugby sevens teams go head to head during the Emirates Airline Dubai Rugby Sevens.


ACCOMMODATION LOWDOWN

Hotel rates rise and fall in opposition to the weather. The higher the temperature, the lower the cost of accommodation. You can grab the biggest bargains in July and August. If you’re planning to come to Dubai in winter, book your accommodation well in advance.







Getting There

Most visitors arrive at Dubai International Airport in Al Garhoud. The gargantuan air hub is one of the world’s busiest terminals and takes up the space of 298 football fields.


From the Airport to the City Centre

By Metro

Trains on the Dubai Metro’s Red Line operate from the airport from 5am to midnight Monday to Thursday and Saturday, 5am to 1am on Friday, and 8am to midnight on Sunday. Purchase your nol transport card at the station, and be aware that travellers are limited to two pieces of luggage. Journey costs vary depending on how many zones you travel through, but fares start at Dhs3. It takes around 25 minutes to reach downtown Dubai.

By Taxi

Taxis line up outside the main arrivals terminals at all hours of the day. Follow the ‘taxi’ signs to reach the queue and don’t panic if it’s huge: the line moves quickly. There’s a Dhs25 starting surcharge. Approximate fares are Dhs50 to Deira (15 minutes), Dhs70 to downtown Dubai (20 minutes), Dhs100 to Dubai Marina (25 minutes) and Dhs120 to Palm Jumeirah (30 minutes).

By Hotel Shuttle

Many of Dubai’s hotels provide a free shuttle service to travellers with confirmed reservations. Representatives wait in the arrivals hall holding signs with either the hotel name or the passenger name. Transfers to downtown Dubai take around 25 minutes, to Palm Jumeirah around 30 minutes.

Other Points of Entry

Dubai World Central Airport

It’s billed to be Dubai’s new air hub, but currently only a few flights arrive at this sprawling gateway in the south of the city. Taxis are readily available outside the terminal, and a free shuttle service connects it with Dubai International Airport.

Dubai Cruise Terminal

Most cruise passengers arrive in the city at the Dubai Cruise Terminal, located at Port Rashid in Bur Dubai. Some ships arrive at the newer Dubai Harbour Cruise Terminal near Dubai Marina. Taxis into the city are easily found, and most operators provide tour buses.





Getting Around

Dubai spreads out in many directions, but even so its key sites are relatively close together. The city is easily navigated by using taxis, buses, trams and the Metro. Abras (traditional wooden boats) offer a romantic way to cross the creek, while motorised water taxis can be a scenic mode of travel.


Metro

Running from 5am to midnight, Dubai’s Metro has two lines: Red and Green. Useful stops include the airport, Dubai Mall and Mall of the Emirates. Fares depend on how many zones you cross.
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Bus

Buses travel throughout the city, running from 4am until 1am daily, although timings may be different on some routes. Fares start at Dhs3.

Taxi

Dubai’s taxis are the easiest way to get around, but they often get stuck in the city’s abysmal traffic. Hail cabs on the street or book via the Dubai Taxi app. Fares start at Dhs12.

Ridesharing Apps

Careem is Dubai’s version of Uber. It’s more expensive to use these apps than to book a standard taxi, but the cars are sleeker, and drivers often provide phone chargers and bottles of water.

Water Taxi

These boats zigzag from one side of Dubai Marina to the other, and from Marina Mall to Bluewaters Island. Fares start at Dhs7.
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Dubai Ferry

Running from Dubai Marina Mall to Al Shindagha via Bluewaters Island and the Dubai Water Canal, the Dubai Ferry is a great way to see the city. The journey takes two hours and passes landmarks including Atlantis The Palm and the Burj Al Arab. Fares start at Dhs50; children under five travel free.

Abra

Abras ferry passengers along Dubai Creek morning, noon and night. The fare is Dhs1 per trip. You’ll need to pay in cash.

Palm Jumeirah Monorail

Running from 9am to 10pm, the 5.5km monorail goes from the trunk of artificial Palm Jumeirah island to Atlantis The Palm, at its tip. One-way fares start at Dhs5. Buy tickets at the station or online.

Tram

Running along a single route from 6am to 1am, the Dubai tram goes from near Madinat Jumeirah to Jumeirah Beach Residence (JBR), Dubai Marina and Jumeirah Lake Towers (JLT). Trips cost Dhs3 with a silver nol card, Dhs4 with a red nol card.


ESSENTIAL APP

S’hail allows you to top up your nol card, book taxis and look up bus schedules.
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Public Transport Essentials

Tickets

A rechargeable nol card is required for Dubai’s public transport. Tap the card on the reader at entry and exit. Best for just a handful of trips, a red nol ticket costs Dhs2 and can be recharged 10 times. Better value over a couple of days, the silver nol ticket costs Dhs25 (including Dhs19 of credit). Fares start at Dhs3 for one zone.

Ticket Machines

You can buy nol cards at bus and Metro stations, and at major supermarkets including Carrefour, Spinneys and Waitrose. Top up your card at vending machines or ticket booths in Metro stations.


TRANSIT ZONES

Dubai’s RTA transit system is split into seven zones, from Zone 1 at Dubai Expo City to Zone 7 on the city outskirts. A map is available at rta.com. Fares depend on the number of zones you’ve travelled. Journeys can include a transfer from bus to Metro, tram or water taxi so long as the transfer is made within 30 minutes.

1

Zone 1

South Dubai

2

Zone 2

Al Qouz, Al Barsha, Dubai Marina, Jebel Ali

3

Zone 3

No Metro service; Al Barsha South, Jumeirah Village

4

Zone 4

No Metro service; Al Warqa’a, Mirdif, Meydan

5

Zone 5

Deira, Airport

6

Zone 6

Bur Dubai, downtown Dubai, Business Bay

7

Zone 7

No Metro service; Dubai Land, Warsan




TRAVEL COSTS

Nol red day pass

Dhs20

Taxi

from Dhs12

Abra ride

Dhs1




PINK TAXIS

With female drivers, pink taxis are available exclusively for women. Call 80088088 or use the Dubai Taxi app.




TICKET PRICES


	Ticket
	1 zone
	2 adjacent zones
	More than 2 zones

	Silver
	Dhs3
	Dhs5
	Dhs7.5

	Gold
	Dhs6
	Dhs10
	Dhs15

	Red
	Dhs4
	Dhs6
	Dhs8.5









A Few Surprises

Dubai charms you may not have expected include stalwart street food, pockets of greenery and the daily call to prayer.


Dubai Street Food

The city’s street-food staple is the shawarma. Resembling a Turkish kebab, a shawarma consists of round Arabic flatbread stuffed with pickles, tahini sauce, French fries and – the star ingredient – strips of roast chicken. You’ll spot rotisserie-style spits twirling at shawarma joints in every neighbourhood.
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A River Runs Through It

In 2013, Sheikh Mohammed, ruler of Dubai, announced a project to connect Dubai Creek with the Gulf. No small feat, the project cost more than Dhs3 billion and saw huge sections of the city dug up, residential areas flattened and businesses relocated. But the result is quite something: a sparkling 12km canal now runs through the heart of Dubai, connecting the city’s original trading waters with the tourist-filled beaches along the coastline.

Pockets of Green

While Dubai is known for its towering skyscrapers, there’s plenty of greenery to be found if you know where to look. Zabeel Park has a butterfly garden and a pond bedecked with boats, while Mushrif Park is the city’s largest green space – and home to a sprawling forest of ghaf (Dubai’s national tree).
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The Call to Prayer

The beautiful, soothing azan (call to prayer), uttered by muezzins five times a day, is part of the city’s Islamic fabric. When you arrive, be sure to take note of the call radiating from mosques around you, because it’s amazing how quickly you get so used to the sound that you stop consciously noticing it.


OFFBEAT DUBAI

Stay at the cosy XVA Hotel in Al Fahidi Historic District, where you can also enjoy local art.

Follow your nose to the Coffee Museum to learn about the origins of Arabica beans.

Spy flamingos at Ras Al Khor Wildlife Sanctuary, where hundreds of the pink-feathered birds frolic.

Steel your nerves and jump out of a plane, tandem style, at Skydive Dubai.







Explore Dubai



Deira

Bur Dubai

Jumeirah

Burj Al Arab & Madinat Jumeirah

Downtown Dubai

Dubai Marina & Palm Jumeirah

South Dubai



Worth a Trip


A Visit to Hatta

Day-Tripping to Abu Dhabi



Dubai’s Walking Tours


Browse the Souqs of Deira

Uncover History in Bur Dubai

Seek Art & Culture in Jumeirah

Alserkal Avenue Art Adventure

Walk Downtown Dubai

Take a Dubai Marina Stroll

Experience Expo City Dubai
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Explore

Deira

Situated across the creek from Bur Dubai, Deira is known for its bustling port whose colourful wharves are piled high with an array of goods. One of the settlements that made up early Dubai, it’s very much the old part of the city, making it a good place to get a sense of what life was like here in days gone by. Wander the neighbourhood’s souqs and winding alleys to step back into the Dubai of a few short decades ago. Deira’s best-known landmark is the Gold Souq, a sprawling network of shops near the mouth of the creek where you’ll be dazzled by glittering jewellery and other treasures. Nearby, Deira’s Spice Souq and Perfume Souq were the forerunners to Dubai’s renowned luxury shopping malls.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 On Foot

The main sights of Deira are within easy walking distance of each other, mostly based around the mouth of Dubai Creek.

[image: icon-traingif]d Metro

Deira is served by the Metro’s Red and Green Lines, which intersect at Union Station. The Red Line serves the airport.

[image: icon-abragif] Abra

Abras (traditional wooden boats) link the souqs in Deira with Bur Dubai on the other side of the creek.

[image: icon-busgif]g Bus

Several buses operate in the neighbourhood, running from Deira Bus Station.


THE BEST

SHOPPING EXPERIENCE Gold Souq

BOAT TRIP Abra ride

NATURE WANDER Mushrif National Park

BEACH BREAK Al Mamzar Beach Park

DAY OUT Dubai Creek Golf & Yacht Club
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1Top Experiences

Gold SouqB1




1Sights

1Deira Old Souk Abra StationB2




1Experiences

2Children’s CityA8

3Women’s MuseumB1

4National Bank of DubaiB4

5Burj NaharD3

6Deira Clock TowerC6

7New Fish MarketsF2

8Perfume SouqB1

9Dubai Creek Golf & Yacht ClubB8

10Park Hyatt DubaiB8

11Mushrif National ParkA5

12Dampa Seafood GrillC6

13Al Mamzar Beach ParkF2

14Bait Al MandiD5

15Deira CornicheE1




5Eating

16Al Samadi SweetsD5

17Fakhri Sweets Farsan & BakeryC1

18Eman SweetsC2

19Qwaider Al NabulsiD4

20ShabestanC3

Thai Kitchen(see 22)

21Omakase-yaB4

22NoepeB8

23My GovindasC1

24Kamat VegetarianC7

25Saravana BhavanE4

26Aroos DamascusD4

27Al TawasolD5

Aseelah(see 20)




6Drinking

28Irish VillageC8

The Pub(see 33)

29QDsB7

30Cielo Sky LoungeB8

31Cu-BaC8

32HeliosD1

33Up on the 10thC3




7Shopping

34City Centre DeiraC7

35Al Ghurair CentreC4

36Al Jaber GalleryC7

37BateelC7










TOP EXPERIENCE

Gold Souq

Dubai is known as the City of Gold, and nowhere is this more apparent than at the Gold Souq, a den of 300 side-by-side shops replete with rings, necklaces and pendants. Wander through the wooden-latticed central arcade and feast your eyes on the surrounding treasure.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Dubai Gold Souq Metro Station is about a 12-minute walk from the heart of the market, but Al Ras Metro Station is slightly closer. Both are on the Green Line.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information about the souq.



Beginnings

Dubai began trading in gold after the demise of the pearl industry, well before it discovered oil, so the Gold Souq is one of the emirate’s oldest markets. Dating to the early 1900s, the souq started off as a spot for local jewellers to sell their wares. It flourished in the 1940s when free trade policies were introduced in Dubai, encouraging traders from places including India and Iran to set up shop, and it grew again in the 1970s, when the United Arab Emirates experienced its oil boom.

Navigating the Market

Today, all of the city’s gold is government regulated, so there’s no need to worry that you might buy something fake. Prices at the souq are fair, and haggling is expected. If gold’s not your thing, fear not: shopfronts also gleam with silver, platinum, pearls, diamonds and precious gems. Evenings are the best time to visit, as mornings are busy with tour groups, and some stores close in the afternoons for lunch.

The market is packed with designs from around the world, crafted in a variety of carats and colours, but if you can’t see something you like, there are more options. Many shops will be able to custom make jewellery to your own design – and it can often be turned around in just a couple of days.

[image: jpg]
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Sights for Non-shoppers

If you enter through Gate 3 you’ll come face-to-face with the world’s heaviest gold ring (pictured). This jaw-dropping piece may not be quite to your taste, but it’s a marvel to look at. The ring’s 21-carat frame weighs in at 64kg, and it’s studded with 5kg of diamonds and 615 Swarovski crystals. Afterwards, take a seat on one of the benches, grab a drink from a nearby stall and enjoy some people watching – you’ll spot busloads of tourists, local women clad in abayas (robe-like dresses) and hardworking traders amid the throng.


QUICK BREAK

Beat the heat and boost your energy with a sweet hit of gelato at Geewin Cafe (map). Choose from camel milk, pistachio, date and saffron flavours.





WALKING TOUR

Browse the Souqs of Deira

Deira’s souqs are some of the most atmospheric places in the city. Forget five-star hotels and luxury shopping, and get ready for hustle, bustle, noise, colour and chaos – and, with luck, a few bargains to take home with you.


START
Deira Old Souq Abra Station

END
Shabestan

LENGTH
4km; 3½ hours
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1 Spice of Life

Step off your boat at Deira Old Souq Abra Station and follow the heady scents wafting towards you from the nearby Spice Souq. Colourful displays of cardamom, cinnamon, saffron, rose petals, turmeric, frankincense and more are a delight to the eyes outside each store, and traders will invite you to taste, touch and smell the spices on offer.

2 Treasure Hunt

Make your way to Al Ras Rd and turn right onto Old Baladiya St, where you’ll find the latticed wooden gate marking the entrance to Dubai’s famous Gold Souq. Check out the world’s largest ring in all its gaudy glory and peruse the displays of gold, silver, platinum and gemstones in every conceivable setting.

3 Follow Your Nose

Walk down Souk Deira St in the direction of the creek and turn left on 10th St to visit the Perfume Souq. This quarter is the perfect place to pick up a bottle of Arabian oud (incense made from agarwood) or attar (perfume), and many stores can mix up a bespoke fragrance for you from the rows of glass scent bottles lined up behind the counters. Don’t forget to haggle!

4 Dress Like a Local

Follow 18th St, then turn left onto Al Sabkha Rd and right onto Deira St to reach the Naif Souq, once a camel market but now a lively bazaar housed in an Arabian-style two-storey building. Shop for fabrics, leather goods, textiles and more. Women can pick up beautiful abayas – prices range from just Dhs50 to upwards of Dhs1000.

5 Twin Skyscrapers

From here, continue along Deira St, turning right onto 11B St, left onto Al Burj St and right onto the main D89 (Al Musalla Rd), then head down towards Dubai Creek. Stop to check out the Deira Twin Towers: two identical skyscrapers that are 102m high. They have been part of the Dubai Creek skyline for more than 20 years.

6 Food with a View

Continue along the D85 (Baniyas Rd), following the waterfront towards the Radisson Blu Hotel, the first five-star hotel in the city. Here you can tuck into authentic Persian dishes at Shabestan, an atmospheric spot where you can enjoy your food with a memorable backdrop of Dubai Creek views.



EXPERIENCES

See Old Dubai from the WaterBoat trip

map Google map

Traditional abras – wooden boats whose name means ‘to cross’ in Arabic – line both sides of Dubai Creek and are still used by many people as a means of reaching Deira from Bur Dubai. At Deira Old Souk Abra Station, step aboard any vessel and take a seat on a central wooden bench. The driver or his assistant will walk down the boat collecting a Dhs1 fare from each passenger – make sure you have this in cash. As you travel you’ll pass scenes of old Dubai, including traditional houses, towering minarets and impressive wind towers, all nestled beside modern signs of the city, such as glass-fronted buildings and multilevel hotels. After a journey of just over five minutes, you can disembark at Bur Dubai Abra Station, within easy walking distance of the Textile Souq and the Al Fahidi neighbourhood.

Spark Imaginations at Children’s City Science centre

map Google map

Let your children exercise their minds and bodies at the Children’s City, a quieter attraction on the outskirts of Deira inside Creek Park. Here you’ll find a huge entertainment centre with interactive, hands-on activities themed around subjects including the human body, nature and Arab culture. There’s also a planetarium with regular shows exploring the night skies, stars and galaxies, and an aeronautics section where children can learn about gravity, create a tornado and see what it’s like to fly a plane. A soft-play area keeps younger children entertained, and there’s an outdoor park, a library and a cafe. The Dhs50 entry fee is a lot lower than at many of Dubai’s other kid-friendly draws.

Discover Stories of Dubai’s Women at Bait Al BanatMuseum

map Google map

Tucked into the warren of lanes north of the Gold Souq, this fascinating but rather hard-to-find museum turns the spotlight on some of the UAE’s greatest female influencers over the decades. With an Arabic name that literally translates to the Girls’ House, the Women’s Museum houses galleries, exhibits and spaces that showcase the many achievements of Emirati women. Don’t miss the Diwan Ousha Bint Khalifa space, where the life and work of the acclaimed UAE poet is celebrated.

Trace Dubai’s Beginnings by the CreekHistory

Amid renovated souqs and modern developments lie centuries-old buildings in this historical neighbourhood on the banks of Dubai Creek. Here you can watch traders load wooden ships with everything from televisions and car tyres to spices and instant coffee. Keep an eye out for the headquarters of the National Bank of Dubai (map Google map). Set in a shimmering gold-coated glass-and-granite building that looks like the billowing sails of a ship, this tower, built during the 1990s, was one of the first modern buildings to be erected in deliberately luxury-focused new Dubai. The city’s ever-evolving narrative can also be pieced together via a visit to Burj Nahar (map Google map), a water tower constructed as one of the emirate’s original security fortresses, and Deira Clock Tower (map Google map), which was erected to mark the first ever oil export from the United Arab Emirates, a turning point in UAE history.

Sample the Freshest Catch at Deira WaterfrontMarket

map Google map

Open all day but busiest first thing in the morning, this purpose-built market on the Deira corniche occupies the site of the city’s old fish markets. Bustling, loud and buzzy, it’s the Middle East’s largest fish and seafood market. Here you can wander among more than 400 stalls selling everything from tuna and snapper to hammour and sardines. Watch porters push loaded trolleys filled with the day’s catch around the covered market halls as stallholders yell to buyers about their wares. Choose your catch, then let the chefs grill it up at one of the market’s live cooking stations.

Awaken the Senses at the Perfume SouqBazaar

map Google map

Looking like old-style apothecaries, shops in the Perfume Souq are fronted by bulbous glass bottles filled with hundreds of oil-based fragrances. The scents are a traditional part of Middle Eastern life and range from heavy wood-based smells to mild floral scents. Decide which is right for you, and the storekeepers will siphon some off into a smaller glass bottle. If you have a favourite fragrance, bring it with you – some shopkeepers can custom-make perfumes to suit. This is also the place to learn about oud (a scented oil made from agarwood and loved by Emiratis) and bakhoor (fragranced wood-burning chips).


Bargaining Tips

• Check that the price you’re offered matches the going market rate that day. • Don’t pay the first price you’re quoted. • Make a counter offer with a price lower than the one you’re willing to pay, but not so low that the vendor is likely to feel insulted. • Offer to pay in cash. • If negotiations don’t go to plan, smile and say goodbye. If the vendor truly wants the sale, there’s a good chance they’ll follow with a better offer. If not, there are plenty of other shops for you to try.




Unwind at Dubai Creek Golf & Yacht ClubResort

map Google map

On the banks of Dubai Creek, this sports club and resort has been listed in Golf World magazine as one of the world’s top 100 must-play courses, so it’s a hit with golfers – but it’s the resort side of things that makes it worth a visit for most travellers. Tucked away from the hubbub of Deira via a winding, palm-lined driveway, this is the place to head for a day of family fun and relaxation. Enjoy the resort-style swimming pool at the clubhouse, then get outdoors to enjoy the mini-golf course. Popular waterside lounge QDs is your destination if you enjoy sundowners with creek views. If you want to make a night of it, check in at the five-star Park Hyatt Dubai (map Google map) which looks as though it’s been transplanted here directly from the Aegean coastline.

Enjoy Nature at Mushrif National ParkNational park

map Google map

East of Deira, Mushrif National Park is Dubai’s grandaddy of outdoor spaces. It’s the perfect place to go if you want to spent some time communing with nature. Opened in 1974, the park is rich with indigenous wildlife and greenery, including a 35,000-sq-metre protected forest of drought-tolerant ghaf trees. Bigger than all of the city’s other parks, this sprawling green space has picnic and barbecue facilities, two swimming pools, basketball, volleyball and tennis courts, and a jogging track. It’s also home to a newly opened hiking network where active travellers can enjoy 10km of marked trails, all of which are free to use, open year-round and suitable for everyone from beginners to seasoned hikers. Lace up your boots and gear up to trek over the park’s range of terrains, from sandy to sloped to grassy. The new trail network is dotted with public restrooms, sculptures and bridges, and you can easily while away a whole afternoon here.

Feast on Filipino Fare at Dampa Seafood GrillEating

map Google map

Get ready to tuck in, Filipino style, at this authentic seafood grill in old Dubai. Recently renovated, it retains its authentic street style with neon lights and industrial chic. Gather around a table and let the waiters lay out fresh seafood, grilled corn, clams and shrimp right in front of you. Don your apron, pop on some gloves and tuck in – this is one foodie experience that’s best shared.

Sunbathe at Al Mamzar Beach ParkBeach

map Google map

Almost as far north as you can get in Dubai, Al Mamzar Beach Park is spread over 106 hectares, and hosts more than 1600 palm trees and 300 coconut trees. Inside, you’ll find five sandy beaches, green parks, playgrounds, barbecue facilities, bike paths and an amphitheatre. There are also three swimming pools. Hot tip: if you’re on the hunt for a budget pool day in Dubai, the daily entry fee here is one of the lowest you’ll find in the city. Changing rooms, showers and restrooms are available, or choose to make a day of it by hiring a chalet. As a bonus, there’s no need to worry that your phone will go flat, as this is one of the city’s first smart parks, with solar-powered benches that offer free wi-fi and wireless charging. Smart oasis pods also convert seawater into cooling spray systems.

Tuck into Traditions at Bait Al Mandi RestaurantMiddle Eastern

map Google map

Huge portions and not-so-huge prices await at Bait Al Mandi, a casual chain restaurant that specialises in mandi, a traditional Middle Eastern dish that originated in Yemen. Consisting of slow-roasted meat cooked in a special blend of spices and served with rice and chilli sauce, mandi is a bit like a Middle Eastern version of a biryani. If that doesn’t sound like it’s for you, there are several other Emirati dishes on the menu, as well as some choice Indian options.

Visit Deira CornicheWaterfront

map Google map

Not to be confused with Deira Creekside, the Deira Corniche on the northeastern side of the neighbourhood remains under development as work progresses to transform it into a broad waterfront esplanade. The first part of the corniche is primarily a dhow wharf, but it’s also home to some decent waterfront hotels where room rates tend to be a lot more reasonable than at accommodation options along the city’s other coastlines. Further north, great city views can be had from the bridge leading over to the Dubai Islands, and this is also where you’ll find the waterfront market and emerging residential areas.


DEIRA’S BEST DHOW CRUISES

Deira Dhow Cruise

This operator has a small fleet of boats and runs trips starting from a budget Dhs30 to more luxurious dinner cruises.

Al Mansour Dhow Cruise

A full-service bar and live music enhance the appeal of the lunch and dinner cruises on this wooden dhow.

Tour Dubai

Enjoy luxury dinner cruises on a traditional wooden dhow with an open-air upper deck and an air-conditioned lower deck.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap     $$ Moderate     $$$ Pricey

[image: img]
Eating

Traditional Sweets

Al Samadi Sweets$

map Google map

A well-known store in Deira’s bustling Muraqqabat district selling Arabic sweets, pastries and baked goods. 10am-11pm

Fakhri Sweets Farsan & Bakery$

map Google map

Originating in Mumbai, this little shop is the place to go to purchase traditional Indian sweets. 9am-11pm

Eman Sweets$

map Google map

Also known as Butt Sweets, this long-running confectionary store serves a range of sweets reflecting the rich culinary traditions of the Middle East. 6am-11pm

Qwaider Al Nabulsi$

map Google map

It serves a full menu, but this brightly lit spot is best known for its sweets. Be sure to try the kunafeh (a warm, syrupy cheese-based pastry). 8am-2am

Fine-Dining Finds

Shabestan$$

map Google map

Drink in the scent of freshly baked khubz (bread) as you tuck into classic Persian dishes including ghormeh sabzi (lamb stew) and tachin (saffron rice with chicken and wild berries). noon-11pm

Thai Kitchen$$

map Google map

Indulge in authentic Thai cuisine prepared by native chefs at the Park Hyatt Dubai, where dishes are inspired by Bangkok street eats and tables have views overlooking the creek. 6pm-midnight

Omakase-ya$$

map Google map

Indulge in some of the city’s best sushi at this gorgeously decorated, authentic Japanese restaurant at Sheraton Dubai Creek. There’s a terrace for alfresco dining when the weather allows. 6pm-3am

Noepe$$

map Google map

A slice of Cape Cod, Noepe offers sharable plates and an extensive cocktail list. noon-1am

Vegetarian & Vegan

My Govindas$

map Google map

Vegetarian My Govindas serves sattvic – meaning healthy, balanced and pure – Indian food, as well as Chinese dishes, snacks and sweets. 8.30am-11.30pm

Kamat Vegetarian$

map Google map

Sleek decor and comfy chairs await at Kamat in Deira City Centre, where you can choose from more than 300 vegetarian dishes, mostly of Indian origin. The thali is a great way to sample several dishes in one sitting. 11am-midnight

Saravana Bhavan$

map Google map

Originating in Chennai, this chain is a long-standing favourite, serving inexpensive, fuss-free veggie dishes in a canteen-style environment. 7am-11pm

Arabian Delights

Aroos Damascus$

map Google map

This Dubai eatery has been serving up Syrian food since 1980. Tuck into delicious mezze followed by tasty kebabs. Dine on the terrace when the weather allows. 7am-3am

Al Tawasol$

map Google map

Traditional Yemeni food is served at this welcoming spot where you can sit on the carpet in the main dining room or book a private Bedouin-style tent for a group affair. 11am-12.30am

Aseelah$$

map Google map

Combining traditional and modern Emirati cuisine, this stylish spot comes with the best creek views. Try the date-stuffed chicken leg or go for the goat ouzi (meat with spiced rice). 7-11pm Fri, 12.30-4pm Sat

[image: img]
Drinking

Beer Gardens & Pubs

Irish Village

map Google map

This buzzing pub with a sprawling beer garden has been a Dubai institution for nearly 30 years. Great food and decent pints plus regular live music. 11am-1am

The Pub

map Google map

Promising a classic British pub experience, this unpretentious bar is a cosy place to while away an evening, with live sports on the TV, pool tables and a large beer selection. 12.30pm-1am

Cocktail Bars

QDs

map Google map

Sip cocktails and watch colourful dhows float by at this laid-back creekside spot with amazing sunset views and great pizza. 5pm-2am

Cielo Sky Lounge

map Google map

One of the poshest spots on this side of town, Cielo offers cocktails with sunset views across the creek. 5pm-2am

Cu-Ba

map Google map

A rooftop spot with romantic vibes serving tapas, light bites and cocktails, all with a view of the city skyline. 3pm-2am

Helios

map Google map

This rooftop lounge and bar serves Greek food and creative cocktails against a backdrop of golden sunset views. 10am-1am

Up on the 10th

map Google map

On the 10th floor of the Radisson hotel, this bar brings you chilled tunes and colourful cocktails, plus dazzling city views. 6-11.30pm

[image: img]
Shopping

Fashion

City Centre Deira

map Google map

A good-sized mall with big-name chains, including H&M and Zara, plus locally owned stores where you can pick up souvenirs and crafts. There’s also a decent food court. 10am-1am

Al Ghurair Centre

map Google map

The city’s oldest shopping mall has been operational for 44 years and was recently renovated and expanded. As well as shopping galore, there’s also a huge cinema for post-retail relaxation. 10am-midnight

Souvenirs

Al Jaber Gallery

map Google map

In City Centre Deira, this chain store sells everything from Arabian tea sets to toy camels. 10am-10pm

Bateel

map Google map

Dates are hugely popular in Bedouin culture, and Bateel has some of the best – a box makes a beautiful gift. 10am-1am





Explore

Bur Dubai

The city’s oldest neighbourhood, Bur Dubai is a wonderful place to simply go for a wander, taking in the local sights, sounds and smells. Bur Dubai’s sub-districts are far removed from the luxury that many people imagine when they think of Dubai, but that doesn’t mean they’re without charm. Now merged into Bur Dubai, the formerly separate neighbourhood of Al Shindagha is thought to be where Dubai’s fishing and pearling industries began. You can trace an important part of the city’s history here. Lose yourself for an afternoon in Al Fahidi district, exploring its labyrinthine streets filled with galleries, cafes, museums and other tucked-away delights. Head to Meena Bazaar, akin to Dubai’s Little India, or go bargain-hunting in Karama for affordable souvenirs and budget-friendly dining.



[image: jpg]

See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 On Foot

You can navigate Bur Dubai’s top sights easily on foot.

[image: icon-traingif]d Metro

The Dubai Metro’s Red and Green Lines intersect at BurJuman Station. The Green Line continues into historic Bur Dubai before crossing the creek to Deira.

[image: icon-abragif] Abra

Abras (water taxis) link Bur Dubai to Deira from two stations near the Bur Dubai Souq.

[image: icon-busgif]g Bus

Several buses operate in and out of Al Ghubaiba Bus Station in Bur Dubai’s Al Shindagha neighbourhood, just west of Dubai Creek.


THE BEST

HISTORIC NEIGHBOURHOOD Al Fahidi

LOCAL BREAKFAST Arabian Tea House

CITY VIEWS Dubai Frame

FLOATING HOTEL Queen Elizabeth 2

MUSEUM Coffee Museum
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1Top Experiences

Al Fahidi Historic DistrictB2




1Experiences

1Coffee MuseumA3

2Sheikh Mohammed Centre for Cultural UnderstandingB3

3Sheikh Saeed Al Maktoum HouseE1

4Queen Elizabeth 2C1

5Dubai FrameA8

6Arabian Tea HouseA3

7Dubai Ferry CruisesE2

8Bur Dubai SouqE3

9Meena BazaarD2

10Parmar TailorsD3

11SartorD3

12Tichi’s Tailoring BoutiqueD3

13Al JaddafA6

14Jameel Arts CentreB6

15Dubai Garden Glow

16Al SeefF5

17Frying Pan AdventuresE2




5Eating

18Patila House RestaurantD7

19Nepaliko SagarmathaD2

20RaviB8

21Mogiya Japanese RestaurantE7

22Market PlaceA6

23Cafe CalicutC8

24Bayt Al Khanyar Museum & Coffee ShopA3

25NablusF5

26City Creek RestaurantE3

27SkafosE7

28La TablitaB5

29TomoA5

30AwtarB6

Teible(see 14)

31Permit RoomC4

32Chooki Dahni RestaurantF5

33Sind PunjabD3

34SabaaF5

35Al FanarF5

36Al Khayma Heritage RestaurantB3

37Bayt Al WakeelE2




6Drinking

38Huddle Sports Bar & GrillB4

Eve Penthouse & Lounge(see 28)

39List BarA6

40Tipsy TikkaC4

41Majestic Barrels BarC4

42McCafferty’s Bar & RestaurantB5

43961LBF6

44AscentE8

45Joker Street 2.0D4

46Starbucks Al SeefF5




7Shopping

47BurJumanD6

48Wafi MallB5

49AjmalD6










TOP EXPERIENCE

Al Fahidi Historic District

Step away from the hustle and bustle of modern-day Dubai in Al Fahidi Historic District, the city’s restored 19th-century neighbourhood. Spend an afternoon wandering its winding streets as your mood takes you, visiting museums and shops, and taking a break in local cafes.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

It’s easy to lose your way in this mazelike neighbourhood where one street looks very much like the next. GPS is your friend here.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for info on events in the area.



Exploring Old Dubai

Formerly known and still referred to by some as Bastakiya, this restored 19th-century district is a fascinating spot to retreat from Dubai’s modern metropolis and spend a morning wandering through maze-like quarters filled with galleries, museums, exhibitions and cafes. Set by Dubai Creek, and with much of the original infrastructure preserved, it captures Dubai’s old-world charm. It’s also one of the best places to see examples of the city’s original air-conditioning systems: wind towers constructed from sandstone, palm wood and coral.

Uncover Local Treasures

Follow the winding streets and you’ll come across hidden treasures including the Coin Museum (map), with nearly 500 pennies on display; a sandy playground; and stalls selling textiles, candlesticks and more. Step through wooden doors into unique galleries such as Akkas Visual Art or Art Connections to glimpse pieces by local and international artists.

At the mouth of the creek, Al Shindagha Museum (map) is a focal point of the restored historic district where the ruling sheikhs used to live. Beautifully laid out with interactive exhibits, multimedia elements, recovered artefacts and revitalised historic houses, it offers visitors the opportunity to take a self-guided tour that’s a great reminder that there was life in this city before commercialisation.

[image: jpg]
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A Glimpse of the Past

Al Fahidi Fort is Dubai’s oldest existing building and previously where you’d find the Dubai Museum (map). The museum is currently closed for renovations, but you can still marvel at the building, which dates to 1787, and see Al Fahidi’s boat, a wooden dhow that belonged to one of the city’s former rulers.

Art Stay

If you don’t get your fill in a day, make a night of it in a former residential home that’s been transformed into the boutique XVA Hotel (map). Within its 15 individually decorated rooms you can expect hanging lanterns, wooden beams and cosy alcoves. The on-site XVA Gallery specialises in contemporary art, with changing exhibitions throughout the year.


QUICK BREAK

Even if you’re not staying the night, it’s worth a stop at the XVA Hotel’s cute cafe, serving delicious vegetarian food and excellent coffee.





WALKING TOUR

Uncover History in Bur Dubai

This heritage walk around Dubai’s oldest area kicks off in Al Fahidi Historic District, with its atmospheric narrow lanes and renovated wind towers. From here you’ll meander along the creek, passing several of Bur Dubai’s most interesting traditional sights, and end at an interactive museum.


START
Al Fahidi Historic District

END
Saruq Al Hadid Archaeology Museum

LENGTH
3km; two to three hours
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1 A Walk Through Days Past

Kick off your tour with a leisurely wander along the narrow lanes of Al Fahidi Historic District, where you can check out the traditional wind-tower architecture.

2 Finding Art

Next, check out the Majlis Gallery at the district’s southern edge. The oldest fine art space in Dubai is set up in a former private home, and the collection focuses on the work of local artists. Here you can see watercolours, oils, prints, photography, calligraphy, ceramics and more.

3 A Museum & Minaret Views

Head west along Al Fahidi St towards the Dubai Museum. Temporarily closed for renovations at the time of writing, this museum will be the place to go to learn more about the history, heritage and development of this growing city. Beyond the museum, peer up at Dubai’s tallest minaret, sitting atop the Grand Mosque. Originally a kuttab (school) devoted to the study of the Quran, the mosque runs free tours on Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday mornings.

4 Little India

Follow the lane to the mosque’s right-hand side before ducking into teensy Hindi Lane, a vibrant and colourful alley lined with pint-sized shops selling religious paraphernalia. This alley is home to Dubai’s only Hindu temple.

5 Market Day

Exiting Hindi Lane takes you towards the wooden arcades of the Bur Dubai Souq, set along the banks of the historic creek. Filled with colourful stores selling all manner of textiles, this is the place to shop for silk, cashmere and wool, as well as unique souvenirs and trinkets.

6 Waterfront Views

Lug your loot to the waterfront and snap pictures of the abras at the Dubai Old Souk Abra Station before following the creek north to Al Shindagha Historic District.

7 Glimpse Photos of Old Dubai

Lined with the historic former residences of Dubai’s ruling family, the waterfront Shindagha Historic District is undergoing extensive redevelopment. Ignore the dust and make your way to splendid Sheikh Saeed Al Maktoum House to marvel at the collection of photographs depicting old Dubai in this former home of Dubai’s ruling family.

8 A Look into the Ancient Past

Backtrack along the waterfront to check out the beautifully displayed finds from Dubai’s latest desert dig at the Saruq Al Hadid Archaeology Museum. Some of the treasures on display were found by the ruler of Dubai while flying his helicopter over Rub’ Al-Khali desert.



EXPERIENCES

Decipher the Wonders of Arabic CoffeeMuseum

map Google map

Fragrant, piping hot and with a distinctive yellowish tinge, gahwa (Arabic coffee) is an important part of Emirati hospitality. Traditionally served to guests as a symbol of generosity, gahwa was made fresh whenever visitors arrived in a home. Find out more about this important ritual at Dubai’s Coffee Museum, a small, privately owned space in Al Fahidi Historic District. Housed in a former residential villa, this beautifully laid-out exhibit traces the origins of the humble bean, from Ethiopian goat herders to Yemen’s cultivated coffee plants. You’ll find out everything you ever wanted to know about the caffeinated drink and its importance for Middle Eastern social occasions, as well as getting to try traditional gahwa and delicious fresh dates. Even better, entry is free.

Understand Emirati CultureCultural centre

map Google map

Travellers keen to find out more about Emirati culture can do so at the Sheikh Mohammed Centre for Cultural Understanding, where local hosts are on hand to answer questions about life in the United Arab Emirates. Settle down on Bedouin-style carpets and pillows inside the restored wind tower building to enjoy an authentic Emirati breakfast or dinner and prepare to find out everything you ever wanted to know about the UAE. No questions are deemed too sensitive at this centre in Al Fahidi District which was founded by Dubai’s rulers some 25 years ago.

Soak up History at Sheikh Saeed Al Maktoum HouseHistoric building

map Google map

Step inside the former home of Dubai’s ruling family on a quiet stretch of the creekside promenade. This two-storey courtyard residence was once the home of Sheikh Saeed, the grandfather of Dubai’s current ruler, Sheikh Mohammed. It’s also where Sheikh Mohammad was born, back in 1949. Built from coral stone with high-vaulted ceilings, the building is a fine example of Emirati architecture and is now a museum depicting early life in Dubai. Spend an hour taking in one of the city’s most extensive collections depicting what life was like in the emirate in days gone by, including previously unseen photographs of the royal family. Upstairs, peek inside the majlis (sitting room), where balconies open out to views over the bustling Dubai Creek.


Spend the Night in Dubai’s Only Floating HotelShip hotel

map Google map

For a unique place to stay while you’re in Dubai, check yourself into the Queen Elizabeth 2 – or QE2, as it was more commonly known in its sailing days. The former royal ship is now enjoying retirement in the Dubai sunshine. Permanently moored on the docks of Port Rashid Marina, the historic ocean liner has become a floating hotel where guests can journey back in time on the ship’s heritage tour. Afterwards, you can enjoy a drink in the Golden Lion, Dubai’s oldest pub – since the QE2 is older than the city itself! – and then settle in for the night in your lovingly restored cabin. Room rates at the hotel are surprisingly reasonable. The ship also has an onboard theatre with a busy calendar of events. Check ahead to see if there’s anything showing during your stay.

Scale the Dubai FrameLookout

map Google map

A newer addition to the city skyline in this part of town, the Dubai Frame in Zabeel Park is 150m tall and more than 93m wide, and is designed to look like a giant photo frame. Head inside at ground level and board a lift that will whisk you to the top floor. There you can drink in prospects of old Dubai and new Dubai through a glass panel that offers 360-degree views of the city. Stop at the gallery on the ground floor before you leave to find out more about the city’s journey from a fishing and port village to one of the world’s most popular tourist destinations. You’ll only need an hour to enjoy this unique sight.

Have an Authentic Emirati Breakfast at the Arabian Tea HouseCafe

map Google map

One of the prettiest places to dine in Old Dubai, the Arabian Tea House will draw you in with the heady scent of freshly baked bread. Located in Al Fahidi district, it’s open for all-day dining – breakfast here is eternally popular. Sit on turquoise wooden benches at whitewashed tables, surrounded by pretty lace curtains and draping foliage. Old black-and-white photo-graphs adorn the walls, giving diners a glimpse of the Dubai of yesteryear. The Emirati breakfast tray, served sharing-style on a big silver platter with pretty flower-adorned crockery, is a delicious start to any day. And fresh king coconuts make a delicious breakfast beverage.


How to Politely Decline a Refill

Gahwa (Arabic coffee) is often served at hotels and functions, so it’s handy to know how to courteously let your server know you’ve had your fill. You can do this without using words: just gently tip your cup from one side to the other when the coffee pot comes your way.



Go on a Mini-CruiseBoat trip

map Google map

The Dubai Ferry is an affordable way to see the city from the water. Boats depart multiple times per day for the 90-minute trip from Al Ghubaiba ferry station to Dubai marina station on the other side of town, with a stop at Dubai Canal. It’s a great way to take in some fantastic views of Palm Jumeirah and the city’s shoreline and is a great way to spend an hour or two during the cooler months.

Get Personalised Clothing at Bur Dubai’s TailorsShopping

For a break from Dubai’s malls, head to Bur Dubai’s well-trodden streets, where scores of talented tailors create custom-made outfits, personalised just for you. Start at Bur Dubai Souq (map Google map) on the southern side of the creek, or visit the shops in Meena Bazaar to select your fabric from an array of colours and textures. Next, delve into Bur Dubai’s tailoring shops, which are mostly located in Meena Bazaar (map Google map) and range from cupboard-sized booths hidden down back alleyways to multilevel stores filled with reams of fabric and noisy sewing machines. Some of the city’s long-running favourites include Parmar (map Google map), which has been piecing together creations since 1956, Sartor (map Google map) near the Royal Ascot Hotel, and Tichi’s Tailoring Boutique (map Google map). Share your idea with the tailor (a picture can help) and make sure they understand your vision before you commit. You’ll need to visit at least twice: once to drop off fabrics and have your measurements taken, and again to pick up your customised piece.

A Quiet Moment at Al JaddafNeighbourhood

map Google map

A growing waterfront suburb set along the western side of Dubai Creek, Al Jaddaf is one of the city’s rapidly evolving neighbourhoods. It’s largely a residential spot, but it has a growing number of places to shop and dine along its 4km of tree-lined waterfront. The Jameel Arts Centre (map Google map) is well worth a visit for culture, exhibitions and art, as well as a place to try delicious home-baked eats at Teible. The centre is also where you’ll find the Mohammed Bin Rashid Library, a literary hub that towers over the water in the shape of a traditional Islamic lectern. Free to enter, it has fiction and nonfiction books, a collection just for children, and a Treasures of the Library section with hundreds of rare encased works, some dating to the 13th century. You can easily while away a morning in this quiet part of Dubai.


What Do the Locals Wear?

Emirati men traditionally dress in a long robe known as a kandoura that is typically white in colour. It’s paired with a gutra (headscarf), kept in place by an agal (thick rope). Women wear long black robes known as abayas, although today these come in every colour and material imaginable. Some women also choose to cover their heads with a hijab or a shayla.



Wonder at Dubai Garden GlowTheme park

map Google map

A perfect after-dark activity for families, magical Dubai Garden Glow is one of Bur Dubai’s more surreal attractions. Spanning several different fantasy lands, this illuminated theme park in Zabeel Park is part art, part technology and a sure-fire winner with little ones. Consisting of more than 10 million energy-saving light bulbs, it’s open daily from sunset. You can easily spend an hour or two here wandering the light-filled displays. This is also where you’ll find Dino Park, filled with moving, life-like prehistoric reptiles, and Magic Park, which defies logic with its hypnotic optical illusions.

Embrace Old & New at Al SeefNeighbourhood

map Google map

Head to the vibrant waterfront neighbourhood of Al Seef on the banks of Dubai Creek for a fascinating mix of old and new. Inspired by traditional Middle Eastern villages, the region was developed only recently, in 2017, but the architecture pays homage to the city’s heritage with traditional wind towers, winding alleyways and stone-coloured buildings. Wander the area’s markets, cafes and walkways for a glimpse of the region as it once was. Stay for dinner and you could spend an entire afternoon and evening here. The district also hosts pop-up events throughout the year, from fashion-centred markets to craft fairs, musical events and a Christmas-themed festival.

Explore Old Dubai with Frying Pan AdventuresTour

map Google map

Discover Old Dubai with a local expert on a Frying Pan Adventure. This family-run operation offers a four-hour tour taking in the must-dos on this side of town. Starting in Deira, the tour winds through the city’s souqs and then heads across to Bur Dubai aboard an abra for in-depth discovery of Al Fahidi district. Along the way there are local dishes and street snacks to try, as well as the chance to take part in a fun game of find the spice at the Spice Souq.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap     $$ Moderate     $$$ Pricey
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Eating

Cheap Eats

Patila House Restaurant$

map Google map

Known for its unlimited pani puri (stuffed, fried dough balls) and authentic thalis. 8.30am-11.45pm

Nepaliko Sagarmatha$

map Google map

Loved by Dubai’s Nepalese community, this spot serves up momos (dumplings) and noodle soups. 9am-midnight

Ravi$

map Google map

Dubai institution serving delicious, good-value food. 7am-midnight

Lunch Deals

Mogiya Japanese Restaurant$

map Google map

Authentic Japanese dishes in a traditional and fun interior. noon-1am

Market Place$$

map Google map

Buffet-style restaurant in the Marriot Hotel Al Jaddaf. 6.30am-3pm & 6.30-11pm

Coffee & Cake

Cafe Calicut$

map Google map

A wide section of cakes, waffles and other sweet treats. 11am-midnight

Bayt Al Khanyar Coffee Shop$

map Google map

Try traditional Arabic coffee for Dhs5. 8am-5pm

Nablus$

map Google map

This Palestinian restaurant may have Dubai’s best kunafeh (a warm, syrupy cheese-based pastry). 11am-11.30pm

Dinner for Two

City Creek Restaurant$$

map Google map

Enjoy Arabic mezze dishes while overlooking the water. 8am-2am

Skafos$$

map Google map

Perched on Dubai Creek, this romantic spot offers waterfront views and a Mediterranean menu. 6.30pm-1am

La Tablita$$$

map Google map

Lively, modern Mexican restaurant serving classic Latin American dishes. 1-4pm & 6pm-1am

Tomo$$$

map Google map

Authentic Japanese restaurant in the swanky Raffles Dubai, with incredible rooftop views. 12.30-3pm & 6.30pm-midnight

Awtar$$$

map Google map

Tented Lebanese eatery with traditional mezze dishes, barbecued meats and live entertainment. 7.30pm-3am

Teible$$

map Google map

In the Jameel Arts Centre, Teible’s vibrant menu aims to promote a new food culture. 10am-5pm & 6-9pm, to 10pm Fri & Sat, closed Tue

Indian Eats

Permit Room$$

map Google map

Colourful Indian resto-lounge with a flavour-packed menu, drink deals and a live DJ. Reservations required. 24hr

Chooki Dahni Restaurant$$

map Google map

Inspired by Rajasthan, this Al Seef spot has a breezy terrace with views over the creek. 1-11pm

Sind Punjab$

map Google map

One of Dubai’s oldest restaurants, this very casual Punjabi spot is in bustling Meena Bazaar. 8am-1.30pm


Middle Eastern Eats

Sabaa

map Google map

Dine beneath the wind towers in an Old Arabia setting at this Emirati eatery inside a heritage hotel. 7am-1am

Al Fanar

map Google map

This family-run spot on the banks of Dubai Creek serves Emirati dishes and boasts a Michelin Bib Gourmand. noon-11pm

Al Khayma Heritage Restaurant

map Google map

Feast on regional slow-cooked meats and fragrant machboos (a spiced rice dish) at this traditional spot in Al Fahidi district. 9am-midnight

Bayt Al Wakeel

map Google map

Serving seafood and Arabic cuisine since 1935, this restaurant occupies a pretty spot on the banks of Dubai Creek. 11am-11.30pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Casual Pubs

Huddle Sports Bar & Grill

map Google map

Plenty of TVs for watching sport, as well as regular drink promos. noon-3am

List Bar

map Google map

Smart sports bar inside Al Jaddaf Rotana Suite Hotel with impressive cocktails. 4pm-1am

Tipsy Tikka

map Google map

Watch live sports or rack up the pool table at this gastropub in the Four Points by Sheraton. 12.30pm-3am

Majestic Barrels Bar

map Google map

Traditional British-style boozer with decent pub grub and a couple of pool tables. noon-2am

McCafferty’s Bar & Restaurant

map Google map

This Donegal export feels like an authentic Irish bar. 11am-1am

Classy Cocktails

Eve Penthouse & Lounge

map Google map

Has a brilliant cocktail menu and a rooftop with panoramic views. 5pm-2am, to 3am Sat & Sun

961LB

map Google map

Stylish Lebanese bar in Al Seef with 50 cocktails on the menu and regular live music. 10pm-3am

Ascent

map Google map

Aptly named rooftop bar with chilled vibes and signature cocktails. 4pm-3am

Quirky Picks

Joker Street 2.0

map Google map

Hidden in the Orchard View Hotel, this Joker-themed bar has graffiti-adorned walls, and Bollywood music and food. 6pm-4am

Starbucks Al Seef

map Google map

Go to snap pictures of this Old Arabian–style outpost of the global chain, complete with thatched roof, wooden doors and imitation oil lanterns. 8am-midnight

[image: img]
Shopping

Malls

BurJuman

map Google map

Dubai’s oldest high-end mall has more than 200 shops, including luxury brands Dior and Versace. 10am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Wafi Mall

map Google map

Guarded by two giant statues of Ramses II, Wafi Mall houses the Souq Khan Murjan, ideal for gift shopping. 10am-10pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Perfumeries

Ajmal

map Google map

Ajmal custom blends its earthy scents and pours them into gold or jewel-encrusted bottles. 10am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat





Explore

Jumeirah

Originally a residential area, Jumeirah is full of low-rise villas that run the length of beachside thoroughfare Jumeirah Rd. Between Jumeirah Rd and Al Wasl Rd, running parallel a block inland, is one of Dubai’s most important archaeological sites. Many of the neighbourhood’s original villas have been redeveloped and now house independent businesses such as quirky cafes, art galleries and coffee houses. Countless beaches run the length of Jumeirah, and many of them merge into one another, so this is a popular area for sun-lovers and families with kids in tow. The neighbourhood’s best-known landmark can be found at its northern tip: a towering flagpole that marks the site of Union House, where the United Arab Emirates (UAE) was first formed in 1971.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-busgif]g Bus

Buses run the length of Jumeirah Rd, from Union House all the way to the Burj Al Arab.

[image: icon-taxigif] Taxi

A taxi ride is the easiest way to get around Jumeirah. There are plenty of cabs in the neighbourhood, and they are easily flagged down. You’ll also need to take a taxi if you want to get on the Metro, as there are no Metro stations in the neighbourhood itself.


THE BEST

BEACH BREAK Jumeirah Public Beach

HISTORIC MOSQUE Jumeirah Mosque

HIGH-END DINING Orfali Bros

MUSEUM VISIT Etihad Museum

FAMILY ATTRACTION Green Planet
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1Top Experiences

Jumeirah MosqueG3




1Experiences

1Jumeirah Public BeachA4

2Kite BeachA3

3Etihad MuseumH3

4Comptoir 102F3

5Jumeirah Archaeological SiteC4

6Green PlanetD5

7Al Farooq Omar Bin Al Khattab MosqueA6

8The WorldA1

9Bungalo34H2




5Eating

10AlchemyB5

11Bikers CafeE4

12Myocum DubaiB5

13The Hamptons CafeA4

14REIF Japanese KushiyakiB5

15GoldfishD5

16ScaliniC4

17Mimi KakushiC4

18Il Ristorante-Niko RomitoC3

19HōsekiC3

Coya Dubai(see 17)

20Bu QtairA4

21China Garden Restaurant Al SafaA5

22SaltA4

23SevaG4

2411 WoodfireE4

253 FilsD3

26Orfali BrosF4

27Eco MindG3

Slab(see 48)

28Three by EvaC4

29YavaE4

30Mama’eshE4

31Samad Al IraqiB4




6Drinking

32Sea Fu BarC3

33Beach by Sho ChoG3

34Nikki Beach DubaiH2

35Hendricks Bar Four SeasonsC4

36Bulgari BarC3

37GrapeskinE5

38Nola Bijou Bistro & BarE5

39BelugaE4

40Mercury RooftopB4

LookUp Rooftop Bar(see 37)




7Shopping

41Human & BeingsD6

42Vao Concept StoreE5

43Magrudy’sG4

44S*uceG3

45Forever Rose LondonC5

46City WalkE5

47BoxParkC5

48Mercato Shopping MallE4










TOP EXPERIENCE

Jumeirah Mosque

At the northern tip of coastal Jumeirah, Jumeirah Mosque is one of just a handful of mosques in the country that are open to non-Muslim visitors. The towering sandstone and marble structure dates back to 1979 and can hold more than 1200 worshippers at a time.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The mosque isn’t on a Metro line, but you can take the Red Line to Max Metro Station, then bus X28, which stops a four-minute walk from the mosque.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for information on Jumeirah Mosque’s dress code and visiting times.



Mosque Tour & Refreshments

A tour of Jumeirah Mosque is a fantastic way to learn more about Dubai’s Islamic heritage. Guided tours run twice a day every day except Friday. You will be led around the venue by an Emirati guide, who will explain Islamic practices and celebrations as well as local cultural traditions. Guests are encouraged to ask any questions they may have. You are free to take pictures of the interior, though it’s polite to avoid capturing worshippers during ablution or prayer.

Your tour will end with traditional Emirati refreshments, including gahwa (Arabic coffee), tea, dates and luqaimat (a sticky, doughnut-style sweet that you can never have just one of). Afterwards, pop into the mosque’s small museum for a glimpse of what life was like in the city in the 1970s and ’80s.

Allow around two hours for the tour, including refreshments and the museum visit.

Best Foot Forward

Most mosques have separate prayer areas for men and women, and separate entrances for each, but if you’re on a tour then you can enter either prayer hall, so long as it’s not prayer time. If you want to make a good impression, follow the customary way for Muslims to enter the mosque. Step inside with your right foot first, and when you exit, lead with your left foot.

The mosque is a sacred place of worship for Muslims and it’s important to dress modestly when you visit. Long, loose-fitting clothes – ankle-length skirts, trousers and long sleeves, plus a headscarf for women – are the preferred attire. That means no shorts, no skirts shorter than ankle length, and no sleeveless shirts, graphic tees, or transparent or tight clothing. Shoes must be removed before entering the mosque.
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Visit at Twilight

Built in the traditional Fatimid style of architecture commonly seen in Egypt and Syria, Jumeirah Mosque is one of the most photographed mosques in Dubai and was formerly the image on the Dhs500 banknote. It’s worth a visit at dusk, when it’s lit up beautifully.


QUICK BREAK

Grab a coffee and a slice of legendary carrot cake at the Lime Tree Cafe (map), a cosy double-storey spot with a terrace, just a four-minute walk from the mosque.





WALKING TOUR

Seek Art & Culture in Jumeirah

The European-inspired streets around Jumeirah’s City Walk retail hub are the perfect setting for a tour encompassing art, shopping, drinking and dining. Stroll around the precinct with its restaurants, boutiques and family-friendly diversions, and look out for the urban art projects that enliven the neighbourhood.


START
Al Khazzan Park

END
Brass Monkey

LENGTH
2.5km; two hours

[image: jpg]


1 Green Space

Start at Al Khazzan Park, a fully solar-powered park that’s popular with families. Dating back to the late ’80s, it makes an interesting juxtaposition with the gleaming City Walk just across the road. Cross to the central plaza, City Walk’s version of Times Square.

2 Animal Magic

Continue straight through the plaza towards Green Planet, the towering 45m-tall, cube-like structure containing Dubai’s only indoor rainforest. A dizzying array of insects, toucans, spiders and sloths call it home. Outside, admire calligraphy artwork by artist el Seed, a gigantic silver affair that spells out the words of a poem.

3 Live Entertainment

Head in the direction of the Burj Khalifa to Happiness St, where you’ll soon see a humungous structure in the distance. This is Coca-Cola Arena, the first and largest fully air-conditioned, multipurpose indoor arena in the Middle East. It operates year-round with a packed schedule of entertainment – it’s worth seeing what’s on before you arrive in case you want to get tickets to a show.

4 A Taste of Azerbaijan

Retrace your steps and turn right just before you reach Green Planet again. This street leads to the licensed Baku Cafe, where you can tuck into creative bites inspired by traditional Azerbaijani dishes – try the traditional skewered mangal (barbecue) dishes or enjoy a rice pilaf.

5 Discover Urban Art

Work off your meal by strolling the mall’s pleasant byways. Keep an eye out for the public artworks that together form the urban art project Dubai Walls. Have your camera at the ready! Work by American artist Ron English in his signature POPaganda style competes for attention with Beau Stanton’s shifting maritime mural, British graffiti artist Nick Walker’s piece entitled I Heart Dubai and New York artist Aiko’s colourful woman wearing a kimono.

6 Post-Walk Refreshments

Walking is thirsty work, especially in Dubai, when temperatures are high year-round, so be sure to leave time for a spot of post-walk refreshment at C2 Licensed District. This recently opened spot plays host to a variety of bars and restaurants. Brass Monkey, with retro arcade games and a bowling alley, is a good pick for something a bit different.



EXPERIENCES

Unwind on Jumeirah Public BeachBeach

map Google map

While there’s no shortage of beaches in this coastal neighbourhood, Jumeirah Public Beach is a popular choice for a reason. Located behind Sunset Mall, it’s often referred to as NessNass Beach by Dubai’s old-timers, and offers a laid-back stretch of golden sand for lazy beach days. Free to access, it isn’t as well developed as nearby Kite Beach, but that means it’s often a little less crowded. Pack your swimwear, some refreshments and your towel and unwind on the pristine shoreline before cooling off in the Gulf’s waters – although in summer months the sea feels more like a warm bath. That’s when its best to come to the beach after dark: thanks to floodlights and round-the-clock lifeguards, you can easily enjoy a night swim on this stretch of shoreline.

Join the Crowds at Kite BeachBeach

map Google map

One of Dubai’s most popular stretches of shoreline, the expanse of golden sand at Kite Beach is free to enter and perfect for a morning escaping the city and embracing the sea air. Running the length of the beach is a purpose-built promenade that’s ideal for a jog, or you can rent an electric Careem bike and cycle along it. Beach tennis and volleyball courts are also available. The paddleboards stacked along the shore are for hire – if you’re a beginner, try first thing in the morning, when the waves are smaller. After your frolic in the Gulf, head to one of the food trucks or restaurants dotted along the promenade to refuel. With the Burj Al Arab in the background, this is also a good spot for selfies.

Trace History at the Etihad MuseumMuseum

map Google map

Make your way to the 123m-tall flagpole sporting the massive UAE flag that flutters in the wind above Jumeirah and you’ll find yourself at the entrance to the futuristic-looking Etihad Museum. Dominated by a glass-fin facade, it occupies a whopping 25,000 sq metres and is set on the same site as historic Union House, where documents signed 52 years ago created the United Arab Emirates. Step inside to learn all about UAE history as you wander the sprawling spaces. There are hundreds of photos, films and books showing how the country has developed, as well as pop-up exhibitions, interactive pavilions, a library and a decent little cafe.

Spend the Morning at Comptoir 102Organic meals

map Google map

Tucked away in a low-rise villa in old Jumeirah, Comptoir 102 is a cosy cafe and boutique that’s been serving organic breakfasts, lunches and dinners to health-conscious diners for over a decade. With several areas to sit in and a menu that changes with the seasons, it has something for all tastes, including a host of raw, vegan, gluten-free, dairy-free and sugar-free options. It’s also the place to find unique souvenirs, as it’s stocked with designer homewares, one-off jewellery pieces, and quirky clothes, candles and gifts. If you plan to work from a laptop here, note that there’s only one area of the cafe you’re allowed to sit in.

Uncover Jumeirah’s Early HistoryArchaeological site

map Google map

The UAE might be just five decades old, but the history of this place runs much deeper. Located between Jumeirah Rd and Al Wasl Rd, the Jumeirah Archaeological Site is one of the largest and most important early Islamic sites in the Gulf region. Archaeologists have discovered the ruins of a port town here dating back some 1000 years. The original settlement was on an ancient trade route, and excavated ruins include the foundations of houses, market buildings, a mosque, and a roadside inn where travellers would meet to conduct business. Ruins are in a fragmentary state, so not much is recognisable to the untrained eye, and you’ll likely spend less than half an hour here, but it’s a great place to stop by simply to witness Middle Eastern history juxtaposed against Dubai’s modern-day skyline.

Go Wild at Green PlanetBiodome

map Google map

It’s probably no great surprise that Dubai has a rainforest in the middle of the city – after all, it also has a ski slope in the heart of the desert. But what might surprise you is the sheer volume of creatures living in that rainforest. Set in a cube-shaped biodome that’s spread over four levels, Green Planet is the city’s very own tropical microclimate, home to more than 3000 plants and animals. Visitors to the City Walk attraction can learn more about the importance of every part of the rainforest, from the floor to the canopy. Get up close and personal with sloths, anteaters, toucans and armadillos, or go for one of the activities on offer, such as snorkelling with African cichlid fish, zookeeping sessions or overnight camping under the canopy.


What’s in a Name?

In February 2024, 28 neighbourhoods in Dubai were renamed, including some of the city’s busiest and best-known districts. The renamed areas include parts of Emirates Hills, Motor City and Sports City. The area formerly known as Sheikh Zayed Rd should now be referred to as Burj Khalifa. While the road itself will likely keep the same name, its namesake area will share its name with the emirate’s most well-known landmark. Other changes include Jebel Ali Village becoming Jabal Ali First and Al Mina becoming Madinat Dubai Al Melaheyah. Most local people continue to refer to places by their former names.



Visit Al Farooq MosqueMosque

map Google map

Ottoman-style Al Farooq Omar Bin Al Khattab Mosque might look familiar to you if you’ve travelled to Istanbul – it’s inspired by the Turkish city’s famed blue mosque. One of only a handful of mosques that non-Muslims can visit, it’s open from 10am to 11am and 4.15pm to 6pm Sunday to Thursday. Free, hour-long morning and afternoon tours explore the Andalusian-style structure. Visit the mosque’s website before you go for etiquette tips such as what to wear and how to enter the mosque.

See the WorldIslands

map Google map

Leave it to Dubai to build a floating replica of the entire world. Jutting off the coast of Jumeirah, this constructed archipelago has been several years in the making and is still not complete, but the first few attractions are now open, and it’s worth a trip for the novelty factor alone. Made up of 260 islands grouped into seven sets to represent different continents, it’s designed to look like a map of the world when seen from above. Current attractions include the Royal Island beach club on Lebanon, which is open for day guests; Anantara World Islands Resort, a luxury, Thai-inspired hotel on the South American continent of the development; and the French Riviera–inspired Côte d’Azur resort on the Heart of Europe Island, where there’s a street that has perennial drizzle. The archipelago is accessible from the mainland via a 15-minute boat ride.

Enjoy Breakfast on the Beach at Bungalo34Riviera-style dining

map Google map

Start your day in style at Bungalo34 on Pearl Jumeirah Island. Located on the sand below the residences at Nikki Beach, this 1960s-inspired Riviera-style eatery is beautifully decorated, with art from XVA Gallery gracing the walls and cheeky pops of orange and white enlivening the soft furnishings. In winter the best seats are on the terrace, where you can tuck into dishes from the Mediterranean menu while enjoying the ocean breeze. In summer it becomes an indoor-only concept, but it’s always buzzy. This is also a great spot for sundowners if you happen to be in this part of town later in the day.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap     $$ Moderate     $$$ Pricey

[image: img]
Eating

Hip Cafes

Alchemy$$

map Google map

Housed in a whitewashed villa, this sleek spot serves fantastic coffee and a patisserie platter to splurge on. Dine alfresco by the pool for chilled vibes. 8am-10pm

Bikers Cafe$$

map Google map

A motorcycle-themed cafe that serves everything from Emirati breakfasts to fried chicken. 8am-5pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat

Myocum$$

map Google map

An Australian import decorated with Indigenous art and specialising in coffee and matcha. 7am-10pm

Hamptons$$

map Google map

You’ll feel as though you’re in its namesake New York hot spot at this stylish hideaway. It’s famed for its breakfasts, and the decor is as impressive as the food. 8am-11pm

Foods of the World

REIF Japanese Kushiyaki$$

map Google map

Cosy and intimate, this spot serves plenty of kushiyaki (grilled and skewered) dishes, plus sushi, ramen and creative desserts. noon-midnight

Goldfish$$

map Google map

Inside Galleria Mall, this contemporary Japanese spot is buzzy and brilliant. Sit at the chef counter for a front-row seat. noon-midnight

Scalini$$$

map Google map

Upscale eatery in the Four Seasons Resort that dishes up authentic Italian cuisine with a charismatic flourish. 1pm-midnight

Treat Yourself

Mimi Kakushi$$$

map Google map

Trendy spot inspired by the jazz era of 1920s Osaka and serving quality Japanese dishes, each with a contemporary twist and accompanied by a sultry soundtrack. 6pm-2am

Il Ristorante-Niko Romito$$$

map Google map

One of only three two-Michelin-star restaurants in Dubai, this swanky spot at the Bulgari Hotel excels at sophisticated, modern Italian dishes. 7-11pm

Hōseki$$$

map Google map

One of Dubai’s most exclusive restaurants, this place has just nine seats for private dining. Here you can enjoy an omakase (chef curated) experience from Japanese chef Masahiro Sugiyama. 1-3pm & 6-8.30pm Wed-Sun

Coya Dubai$$$

map Google map

Live music, brilliant interiors and fantastic Peruvian fare are on offer at the Dubai outpost of this London hot spot. 12.30-3.30pm & 6.30pm-12.30am

Cheaper Eats

Bu Qtair$

map Google map

Stalwart Dubai eatery serving a simple catch-of-the-day menu in an unassuming harbour setting. 11.30am-11.30pm


China Garden Restaurant Al Safa$

map Google map

Tiny, unlicensed and fuss-free Chinese eatery serving great dumplings and wonton. 11am-11.45pm

Salt$

map Google map

From a food truck to a beachfront base, this homegrown spot at Kite Beach serves mini burgers, shakes and fries. 24hr

Unique Finds

Seva$$

map Google map

Tree-stump tables and a plant-based menu are served in a Zen-like garden at this tranquil spot. 8am-10pm

11 Woodfire$$$

map Google map

One-Michelin-star venue in a low-rise villa featuring dishes prepared using grill techniques and different types of wood. noon-midnight

3 Fils$$

map Google map

Contemporary, pan-Asian, Michelin-recognised dishes in a pretty fishing-harbour setting. noon-11.30pm

Orfali Bros$$

map Google map

Helmed by three Syrian brothers, this place serves a fusion of Aleppian and other food cultures on a plate. noon-11.30pm

Eco Mind$$

map Google map

Billed as a ‘gastro botanical experience’, this place has excellent vegetarian and vegan dishes and freshly brewed coffee. 8am-8pm Tue-Sun

Slab$$

map Google map

Contemporary chef-helmed eatery inside Mercato Mall with an ever-evolving seasonal menu. 9am-11pm Sun-Thu, 9am-midnight Fri & Sat

Middle Eastern Delights

Three by Eva$$

map Google map

This pretty spot in the heart of Jumeirah specialises in Palestinian and Jordanian dishes. 7am-midnight

Yava$$

map Google map

A modern Palestinian eatery with a cool interior that reflects the owner’s travels around the Mediterranean. 8am-midnight

Mama’esh$

map Google map

Known for its fair prices, free water and classic Palestinian street foods, this casual spot is well worth a visit. 7am-1am

Samad Al Iraqi$

map Google map

Popular locally, this joint serves Iraqi dishes in a mock-traditional setting, and is famed for its chargrilled fish and meats. 10am-1am

[image: img]
Drinking

Beachside Bars

Sea Fu Bar

map Google map

This elegant seafood restaurant is also worth visiting for its outdoor bar, where a live DJ, an ocean view, great cocktails and an after-dark fire pit make it a fine spot for sundowners. 12.30pm-12.30am

Beach by Sho Cho

map Google map

Striking orange and white beachfront bar with great tunes, an extensive drinks selection and an impressive menu of Japanese bar bites. 10am-1am

Nikki Beach Dubai

map Google map

Hedonistic, all-white beach club with a vast pool and sink-into sun loungers. It’s the place to see and be seen as you watch the sun go down. 11am-9pm

Specialist Bars

Hendricks Bar Four Seasons

map Google map

Gin connoisseurs will want to earmark this spot where mixologists serve creations inspired by the recipes of world traveller Sir James Hendricks. 4pm-3am

Bulgari Bar

map Google map

Listed among the World’s 50 Best Bars, this upscale affair prides itself on creative cocktails with unusual flavour combinations. 5pm-3am

Grapeskin

map Google map

One for the wine lovers, this sophisticated spot is laid-back enough to attract a post-work crowd and has fantastic cheese platters. 4pm-1am Mon-Thu, 2pm-2am Sat, 2pm-1am Fri & Sun

Nola Bijou Bistro & Bar

map Google map

Celebrating New Orleans in style, this jazz-inspired bar has happy hours, a raw bar and a sharing-style menu. noon-1am Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat

Beluga

map Google map

Dripping in gold and marble, this restaurant and lounge is Dubai’s only caviar-inspired spot and is a decadent place to enjoy a glass of champagne and a side of the delicacy. 4-11pm

Rooftop Bars

Mercury Rooftop

map Google map

Swanky, after-dark spot in the Four Seasons hotel with live performances by DJs, violinists and saxophonists. 8pm-3am

LookUp Rooftop Bar

map Google map

Views of the Burj Khalifa and a sparkling rooftop pool await at this chic bar at City Walk’s La Ville Hotel & Suites. 10am-1am

[image: img]
Shopping

Unique Buys

Human & Beings

map Google map

Curates the wares of contemporary and independent designers. Expect clean lines and no-fuss fashion. 10am-10pm, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Vao Concept Store

map Google map

A curation of luxury and fashion with everything from homewares to footwear, and brands from Assouline to Zegna. 10am-10pm

Magrudy’s

map Google map

This long-running bookstore stocks bestsellers, children’s books, stationery, greeting cards and games. 8am-10pm

S*uce

map Google map

Home-grown fashion and lifestyle boutique with a well-edited selection of casual and evening wear, plus fun accessories. 10am-10pm

Forever Rose London

map Google map

Sells the world’s longest-lasting roses, harvested from Ecuador and Colombia and preserved to bloom for over a year. 10am-10pm, to midnight Fri-Sun

Shopping Districts

City Walk

map Google map

Indoor and outdoor upscale shopping district with restaurants, bars and urban art. 10am-midnight.

Boxpark

map Google map

Inspired by the original shipping-container shopping district in London, this pedestrianised strip is home to boutique stores, pleasant eateries and a very cool cinema. 10am-10pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Mercato Shopping Mall

map Google map

Dubai’s first themed shopping district is a more manageable size than the city’s mammoth malls. 10am-10pm





Explore

Burj Al Arab & Madinat Jumeirah

Dubai’s ‘seven-star’ Burj Al Arab is the glittering jewel of this stretch of coast, also home to the Madinat Jumeirah, a canal-laced complex with hotels, cafes and boutiques and an Arabian-style souq. Wild Wadi waterpark is also to be found here, as well as the Jumeirah Beach Hotel, a great pick for families, where all guests get free waterpark entry. Away from the hotels, Sunset Beach is a buzzy public shoreline, and shopping awaits inland at the Mall of the Emirates, which is also where you’ll find the towering Ski Dubai indoor ski park. Not too far from here is the gritty neighbourhood of Al Quoz, filled with industrial buildings and warehouses, but also home to some of the city’s most delightful cultural gems.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-traingif]d Metro

The Burj Al Arab is a 10-minute taxi ride from Mall of the Emirates Metro Station on the Red Line. Mashreq Metro Station is also close by, and there are direct buses from the station to Wild Wadi waterpark.

[image: icon-tramgif]j Tram

It’s about a 15-minute walk to the Burj Al Arab from Media City Tram Station (the walk’s fine in winter, less so in summer).

[image: icon-busgif]g Bus

Several buses operate in the area, including the 8, X28 and 81.


THE BEST

SHOPPING & DINING Madinat Jumeirah

LUXURY HOTEL Burj Al Arab

DESERT SKIING Ski Dubai

GALLERY HOPPING Alserkal Avenue

WATERPARK Wild Wadi
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1Top Experiences

Madinat JumeirahB4

Burj Al ArabD2




1Experiences

1Sunset BeachH3

2Ski DubaiB6

3Wild Wadi WaterparkD4

4Jumeirah Al NaseemC4

5Cinema AkilC6




5Eating

6PierchicA3

7Al IwanD3

8Il Borro Tuscan Bistro DubaiC4

9Ristorante L’Olivo at Al MaharaD3

10Pai ThaiA4

11Zheng He’sB4

12RockfishD4

13Noodle HouseB4

14Meat CoB4

15Trattoria ToscanaB4

16Alma 560 CafeC6

17Single Fin Café at Surf House DubaiH4

18Rumalaih Farm CafeG4

19AJ’s CafeB4

20HideA4




6Drinking

21McGettigan’sB4

22Belgian Beer CaféA4

23Blind TigerC4

24Trader Vics Madinat JumeirahB4

25Floor 24E4

26UmaD3

27Bahri BarC4

28Bar BuciA4

29GiltD2




7Shopping

30Mall of the EmiratesB6

31Gold & Diamond ParkC6










TOP EXPERIENCE

Madinat Jumeirah

Combining old and new in one attractive package, Madinat Jumeirah is a complex filled with hotels, restaurants, bars and shops. Set around palm-fringed waterways, it is designed to resemble a traditional Arabian village, complete with a maze-like souq and a Burj Al Arab backdrop.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The complex bustles after sunset, and weekends can get very busy. Book ahead wherever you want to dine, and take a taxi or walk: the parking lot is always full.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for a guide to Madinat Jumeirah.



A Modern Traditional Village

A modern reinterpretation of a traditional Arabian village, Madinat Jumeirah mixes the wind towers of Al Fahidi with the bustle of the city’s old souqs and elements of its early humble palaces. At its heart is Souq Madinat Jumeirah (map), a warren of alleyways filled with stalls selling everything from bottled sand art (pictured) and glass-blown ornaments to babouche-style shoes and colourful kaftans. While it’s not quite an authentic experience, it’s a good place to get a taste of souq shopping.

Abra Cruising

Clamber onto a wooden boat and glide through the canal-like waterways that surround the complex. Tours last around 20 minutes and cost Dh85 – that’s considerably more than you’ll pay for the authentic experience in Bur Dubai or Deira, but you’ll get a much more peaceful ride.

Brunch & Dinner

Something of a time-honoured tradition in Dubai, especially among Western expats, Saturday brunch involves hours of merrymaking fuelled by copious amounts of alcohol and dizzying displays of delectables. The Madinat hotels Al Qasr (map) and Mina A’Salam (map) are famous for putting on a show, with family entertainment, mouthwatering buffets and creative cocktails.


Travellers are spoilt for choice when it comes to deciding where to dine at this Arabian playground, and many restaurants have waterside views or Burj Al Arab vistas. Families can head to Trattoria Toscana for laid-back Italian dining by the water. Couples might want to try Pai Thai for upmarket Thai food, while those on a budget can head to Noodle House or McGettigan’s.

[image: jpg]
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Digital Art

Enjoy 360-degree cultural immersion at the Theatre of Digital Art (map). Spread over 1800 sq metres, the site gives famous artwork a modern twist via technology and imaginative storytelling. Multisensory multimedia exhibitions change seasonally. There’s also hands-on edutainment-style exhibits for children and musical performances and concerts.


QUICK BREAK

Cool off with a Tiki Puka Puka cocktail at Trader Vics, but be warned: they’re famously potent.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Burj Al Arab

One of two famous burjs (towers) in Dubai – the other is of course the Burj Khalifa – the sail-shaped Burj Al Arab has been part of the city skyline since 1999. It is to the emirate what the Eiffel Tower is to Paris or Big Ben is to London.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

If you’re not staying in the seven-star hotel or booked on the tour, you’ll need to have advance reservations for dinner, drinks and beach-club access, which often entail minimum spends.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to book into Burj Al Arab’s insider tour.



A Dubai Icon

A sail-shaped tower that rises 320m above sea level, the Burj Al Arab is the crowning jewel of Dubai’s Jumeirah coastline. Access to the interior used to be reserved for those checking into or dining at the hotel, which has been acclaimed as the world’s first ‘seven-star’ property (there’s actually no such rating). Travellers bedding down here need to have a hefty holiday budget, but in exchange await sumptuous suites with Gulf views, a private butler and 17 pillow options. Today, visitors with more modest means can taste the luxury on offer by booking a spot on the Inside Burj Al Arab tour, which highlights secrets of the hotel’s design and includes a glimpse of the opulent, gilded Royal Suite.

If you’re not planning to go inside, the best places to head to snap good photographs of the tower are on the public beach north of the hotel, from vantage points inside the Madinat Jumeirah or from the water.

Dining & Pampering

The Burj Al Arab has an impressive array of dining and drinking options, including Michelin-starred Al Muntaha, and Ristorante L’Olivo at Al Mahara, which has a floor-to-ceiling circular aquarium so you can dine surrounded by darting fish.


Set 150m above the Gulf, the luxurious Talise Spa is a fitting place to unwind, with a host of indulgent treatments and therapies to choose from. Afterwards, you can take a dip in the indoor infinity pool or soak in the Jacuzzi while drinking in the ocean views below.
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Beach Luxe

Spend the day on the sand at Sal, one of Dubai’s most luxurious beach clubs. Located on a floating deck at the base of the hotel, it’s the place to see and be seen. Take a dip in the freshwater swimming pool, complete with swim-up bar, or plunge into the infinity-edge saltwater pool with its breathtaking views over the Gulf. Rounding out the experience are boho-style cabanas, sink-into loungers and a Mediterranean menu for when you get peckish.


QUICK BREAK

About a 15-minute walk from Burj Al Arab, BookHero Cafe (map) is a cosy retreat with free reading material and fantastic views.





WALKING TOUR

Alserkal Avenue Art Adventure

Home to a sprawling cluster of cutting-edge galleries, Alserkal Avenue in Al Quoz is a good place for a wander. The neighbourhood around it is dusty and filled with traffic, but this little pocket has become a fantastic arts scene, with a range of studios, plus concept stores, coffee roasters and inventive cafes.


START
‘When Did You Arrive’ sign

END
Cassette

LENGTH
2km; two hours

[image: jpg]


1 A Prominent Gallery

Enter Alserkal Ave on 6A St, just underneath the giant ‘When Did You Arrive’ sign that stands atop the avenue. Keep an eye out for the Leila Heller Gallery on your left. Founded in New York, this was the first US-based gallery to open in Dubai.

2 Snap Happy

Continue, then turn right at Seeing Things. On the left is photography-based gallery Gulf Photo Plus. As well as showcasing photographs by beginners and professionals, the gallery runs workshops and events.

3 Up-&-Coming Artists

Head towards the electric-vehicle charging stations at the top of the street, turn left and continue until you reach Lawrie Shabibi, hosting a broad roster of art with a focus on work by young, contemporary artists from across the Middle East and North Africa.

4 Refuel at an Interesting Cafe

Next door at Warehouse 20, stop in for a coffee at KAVE and learn about how the things you consume and buy are made. This unique spot also has resident artists, fair-trade products for sale, Dubai’s only custom bicycle shop and a health-focused menu.

5 Eye on the Future

Turn right out of Kave, right at the end of the street, and then right again to get to Firetti Contemporary, featuring a range of multidisciplinary artworks from all over the world. The gallery prides itself on showing meaningful and engaging exhibits that look to the future.

6 Pause to Reflect

Stop at the Yard, a huge outdoor space in the centre of Alserkal Ave. Yoga and fitness classes are often held here, but the grassy square is also a good spot for a quiet break.

7 Wander the Courtyard

Leave the avenue the same way you entered it and cross the busy highway to the Courtyard, a pretty enclave with bubbling water features, a juice bar and unique stores including Collective by Ripe, a warehouse-like space where aspiring entrepreneurs, graduates and creatives sell jewellery, crafts, homewares and more.

8 A Well-Earned Bite

At the back of the Courtyard, Cassette has indoor and outdoor seating, plus excellent breakfasts and great juices – it’s always busy, so you may need to wait for your order, especially at weekends. You’re free to browse and listen to its extensive record collection.



EXPERIENCES

Scuba Dive in the GulfDiving

map Google map

Dubai may have risen from the desert, but the city is surrounded by the warm waters of the Gulf and offers a variety of experiences for those keen to explore the big blue. Novices can try an easy shore dive from Jumeirah’s Sunset Beach, where there are plenty of corals and fish species to be seen. Those with a bit more experience can venture out to Zainab, a shipwreck some 40 minutes off the coast of Dubai. This 1969-built vessel sank in 2001 and has settled at a depth of 30m on a sandy shore. It’s home to several marine creatures, including oysters, large rays, yellowtail barracudas, snappers and batfish. Jumeirah is home to several dive schools catering to all levels of diver. Try Divers Down, Al Boom Diving or Scuba Shade for reputable guided excursions and equipment hire.

Hit the Slopes at Ski DubaiSkiing

map Google map

Escape the sunshine and rising temperatures outside and head to Ski Dubai for some off-piste adventure. Temperatures at the Middle East’s first indoor ski slope are perennially around 0°C (32°F) – the perfect antidote to Dubai’s summer months. Located inside the Mall of the Emirates, this artificial alpine playground has five ski runs of up to 400m, including the world’s first indoor black run. There’s also a snow park where you can hop on a bobsled, tackle the climbing wall or careen down snow-covered slopes in an inflatable zorb ball. If you’re new to winter sports, skiing and snowboarding lessons are available. A steaming cup of hot chocolate from the alpine-style cafe will warm you up when your fingers start to freeze.

Tackle Rides & Slides at Wild WadiWaterpark

map Google map

Dubai has no shortage of waterparks, but the original, dating back to 1999, is the Arabian-inspired Wild Wadi, next door to the Jumeirah Beach Hotel. Head here for a day of splashing fun where you can ride the Jumeirah Sceirah – the tallest free-fall slide outside North America; tackle Tantrum Alley, with its plunging waterslide and twisting, tornado-style tube rides; and chill on Juha’s Journey, a meandering 360m-long river. Little ones have their own watery playgrounds with slides and a huge dump bucket. If the munchies strike, a few casual spots around the park sell burgers, salads and hot dogs.


See Turtles on Their Way to HealthSea life

map Google map

The waters surrounding Dubai and the UAE are home to five species of turtle. Some turtle species live here, whereas others pass through the region’s warm waters when they migrate. You can visit some of these aquatic creatures at the sea-fed lagoon at Jumeirah Al Naseem Resort. Free to access, and open daily, it’s operated by the non-profit Dubai Turtle Rehabilitation Project. This is where injured or sick sea turtles that have been rehabilitated spend their last weeks before they head back into the big blue. Feedings take place daily at 11am.

Settle in at Cinema AkilCinema

map Google map

Treating film buffs to smart indie flicks from around the world on a pop-up basis since 2014, dynamic Cinema Akil has a residence at Alserkal Ave. Here you can see indie, art-centric and popular-culture films, with screenings often followed by Q&A sessions with directors or producers. Enjoy a steaming cup of chai at Project Chaiwala during your visit.


Turtle SOS

Hawksbill turtles are native to Dubai’s marine environment, and loggerhead, green, olive ridley and leatherback turtles also come to visit. Sadly, all turtle species are under threat of extinction. In the colder months, younger hawksbill turtles can struggle with the region’s adverse sea conditions, and others are often injured or made sick due to hazards including plastic ingestion and boat collisions. If you find an injured turtle, don’t try to remove any barnacles growing on its shell. Instead, give it some shade, cover it with a wet towel and call 800 Turtle to alert the city’s rescue team.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap     $$ Moderate     $$$ Pricey
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Eating

Upmarket Eats

Pierchic$$$

map Google map

This romantic waterfront seafood restaurant has prime views of the Burj Al Arab and Madinat Jumeirah. 6.30-10pm Sun-Thu, to 10.30pm Fri & Sat

Al Iwan$$$

map Google map

Arabic cuisine served in sumptuous buffet style at the Burj Al Arab’s all-day restaurant. It also has a seafood bar and live cooking stations. 7am-1am

Il Borro Tuscan Bistro Dubai$$$

map Google map

Sophisticated Italian dining in a refined venue that prides itself on organic, homegrown ingredients. noon-3.30pm & 6-11.30pm

Ristorante L’Olivo at Al Mahara$$$

map Google map

Seasonal Mediterranean ingredients with a seafood focus line the menu here, where you can dine as fish swim by your table thanks to a floor-to-ceiling aquarium. One for a special occasion. 6.30-10.30pm

Pai Thai$$$

map Google map

Take an abra to your canalside table and dine by candlelight at this elegant Thai restaurant in Madinat Jumeirah. 12.30-2.30pm & 6-11.30 Mon-Fri, 12.30-11.30pm Sat & Sun

Zheng He’s$$$

map Google map

Upmarket Chinese food with views over the Madinat Jumeirah waterways. 12.30-10.30pm

Family Favourites

Rockfish$$$

map Google map

At Jumeirah Al Naseem, this seafood spot has a shoreline location and eye-catching turquoise decor. 12.30-3.30pm & 6-10pm

Noodle House$$

map Google map

This Madinat Jumeirah restaurant serves pan-Asian dishes and has a sunny terrace for alfresco dining. noon-midnight

Meat Co$$$

map Google map

Carnivores will delight in this Madinat Jumeirah spot. Dine on the terrace for Burj Al Arab views. noon-midnight

Trattoria Toscana$$

map Google map

Laid-back Italian style dining with a spacious terrace right by the water in Madinat Jumeirah. noon-11.30pm

Cool Cafes

Alma 560 Cafe$$

map Google map

Authentic Portuguese haven tucked away in the Gold and Diamond Park. Go for the pastas de natas, stay for the chilled-out vibes. 6pm-midnight

Single Fin Café at Surf House Dubai$$

map Google map

Serving great coffee and healthy dishes made with natural ingredients, this spot is a favourite hangout for the local surfing community, but everyone is welcome. 7am-7pm


Rumalaih Farm Cafe$

map Google map

Drive-thru milkshakes – yes, please! There are also hot and cold coffees and farm produce at this little spot just beyond the Jumeirah Beach Hotel. 6am-1am

AJ’s Cafe$

map Google map

Hidden inside Al Jabber Gallery, where you can pick up souvenirs, AJ’s Cafe does a decent cup of coffee. 10am-10pm

Gastropubs

Hide$$

map Google map

Tucked out of sight on the lower ground floor of Jumeirah Al Qasr, Hide is a modern brasserie inspired by New York’s best steakhouses. 6-10.30pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Casual Bars & Pubs

McGettigan’s

map Google map

One of Dubai’s best Irish pubs. Expect classic pub grub, live music and pints of the black stuff, served with Burj Al Arab views. noon-2am

Belgian Beer Café

map Google map

Mussels and chunky chips are the staples on the menu here, plus there’s a lengthy list of beers from around the world. noon-2am

Blind Tiger

map Google map

Stylish speakeasy bar with a menu of upmarket bar bites, such as lobster rolls and truffle-infused pizzettas. 5pm-2am

Trader Vics Madinat Jumeirah

map Google map

Tiki fun awaits at this long-running restaurant and lounge with regular live music. Go easy on the Tiki Pukka Pukkas if you want to remember your evening. 4pm-2am

Burj Al Arab Vistas

Floor 24

map Google map

Take in panoramic views from the Burj Al Arab to the Burj Khalifa at this rooftop garden bar at the Jumeirah Beach Hotel. 5pm-2am

Uma

map Google map

This stylish Burj Al Arab haven with delicious drinks and decor inspired by the Milky Way is one of the best places to watch the sunset. 5.30-11pm

Bahri Bar

map Google map

Posh Bahri has a pleasant ambience and good cocktails, plus up-close Burj Al Arab views. 5pm-2am

Creative Cocktail Bars

Bar Buci

map Google map

Artistic cocktails, decent bar bites and memorable views combine at this classy joint in the Jumeirah Al Qasr Hotel. 5pm-2am

Gilt

map Google map

Centred on a sleek gold bar, this Burj Al Arab drinking spot on the 27th level of the hotel has great views and clever cocktails. 6pm-1am Tue-Sun
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Shopping

Firm Favourites

Mall of the Emirates

map Google map

With a ski slope, a giant cinema and more than 500 shops, this mega-mall is a must-visit. Head to the Fashion Dome to choose luxury clobber. 10am-1am

Gold & Diamond Park

map Google map

Not as atmospheric as Deira’s Gold Souq, but an easier visit in summer thanks to its air-conditioned halls, this is the place to go to bag some bling. 10am-10pm





Explore

Downtown Dubai

It’s an arresting thought that less than 30 years ago there was no such thing as downtown Dubai. Today, the buzzing city centres on the world’s tallest building: the 828m Burj Khalifa, which opened in 2010. It’s joined to the Dubai Mall, one of the biggest shopping havens on the planet, with crowd-pleasing attractions including a giant aquarium and a 155-million-year-old dinosaur skeleton. Between the two, in Burj Lake, the Dubai Fountain has a water-and-light show that outshines Las Vegas’ Bellagio Fountains. Also in the neighbourhood, the dhow-shaped Dubai Opera hosts a busy calendar of events year-round. The compelling Museum of the Future, a more recent addition to the city’s downtown landscape, shimmers in the sunshine, its stunning curves adorned with poetic Arabic calligraphy.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-traingif]d Metro

Well served by the Metro, downtown Dubai has major stations along the length of Sheikh Zayed Rd, including Financial Centre, Burj Khalifa/Dubai Mall and Emirates Towers.

[image: icon-busgif]g Bus

Several buses operate to downtown Dubai from other parts of the city. Use the RTA (Dubai transport authority) journey planner to see which one best meets your needs.

[image: icon-taxigif] Taxi/Uber

Taxis and rideshare services are easy to hail in the downtown Dubai area. There’s also a large taxi rank at Dubai Mall.


THE BEST

SHOW-STOPPING SIGHT Burj Khalifa

BIRDWATCHING Ras Al Khor Wildlife Sanctuary

AVANT-GARDE SPACE Museum of the Future

THRILL-RIDE Sky Views Dubai

CULTURAL TREAT Dubai Opera
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1Top Experiences

Burj KhalifaG3

Museum of the FutureH1

Dubai MallH4




1Experiences

1La Perle by DragoneA1

2Dubai OperaF2

3Dubai FountainG3

4Sky Views DubaiD1

5Ras Al Khor Wildlife SanctuaryH6

6Dubai Design DistrictE6

7Gate VillageH1

8Arabian AdventuresA1




5Eating

9FoundryC3

10Ten11H4

11BohoxF4

12Joe & the JuiceE6

13YuiF6

14BocaH1

15Ting IrieF5

16LeilaC3

17Fouquet’sF4

18Jun’sC3

19Akiba DoriF6

20EatalyH4

21TroveG3

22Abd El WahabG4

23Thiptara at Palace DowntownF4

24Time Out MarketG3

25At.mosphereG3

26Susan’s Baking CompanyE4

27Table OttoH3

28Ida Bakery & BistroF4

29DailyF2

30ZaroobG1

31Mama’eshE1

32Al BaikH3

33Vietnamese Foodies DowntownD2

34AlbaD2




6Drinking

35ZumaH2

Armani/Privé(see 25)

Alma(see 14)

36Galaxy BarG2

Ce La Vi(see 4)

37Distillery Dubai GastropubF5

38Eloquent ElephantC2

39Bridgewater TavernA2




7Shopping

40CandyliciousH4

41Pinocchio World by BartolucciH4

42Al Jaber GalleryH3










TOP EXPERIENCE

Burj Khalifa

The 828m Burj Khalifa sits well above the city, visible for miles. A landmark moment in the United Arab Emirates’ growth story, this feat of architectural ingenuity opened in 2010. Housing residences, restaurants, a hotel and a sky-high observation tower, it’s connected to shopping metropolis the Dubai Mall.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Book online up to 30 days ahead. (Timed tickets are available at the ticket counter but often sell out quickly.) Admission is slightly more expensive during peak sunset hours.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours and tickets.



The World’s Tallest Tower

While Dubai isn’t short of architectural wonders, the glimmering jewel in its crown and undisputed must-visit attraction is the Burj Khalifa. The tallest building on the planet, this pencil-like skyscraper has become a defining symbol of the city. The megastructure is also a showcase of engineering triumphs and cutting-edge technology. While you might not think it from looking at the ultra-modern exterior, the building’s design was inspired by the geometry of the spider lily, a desert flower found across the region, and by intricate patterns common in Islamic architecture.

VIP Viewing

Inside, the lifts have the world’s longest travel distance from lowest to highest stop, soaring at speeds of up to 10m per second, a velocity guaranteed to make your ears pop. Spiralling upwards, the building also has the highest outdoor observation deck in the world, sitting at a jaw-dropping 555m on the 148th floor. Taking in the views from here is a true bucket-list experience, and a trip to the At the Top SKY observation tower (pictured) is the only way to do it. The experience doesn’t come cheap, but it’s all set up like a VIP visit, with complimentary refreshments and a guided tour. Stand at the edge of the ledge and drink in the unforgettable panorama.


A slightly less expensive way to get a very similar experience is to opt for an At the Top ticket. This includes access to the observation deck on the 124th level, where the views are just as spectacular, but you may need to contend with a few more people for the perfect selfie. Allow around two hours for the whole experience.

[image: jpg]
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Insta-Perfect Backdrops

If you feel a little unsteady on your feet while you’re up here, don’t worry. The building is designed to be able to sway – it actually makes the building less likely to topple because it alleviates wind pressure – and on its highest floor it can experience back-and-forth movement of up to 2m.


QUICK BREAK

For pastries, salads, tartines and more, head to Paul in Dubai Mall, where coffees are served with complimentary tiny madeleines and the terrace has Burj Khalifa views.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Museum of the Future

Since it opened on 22.02.2022, the striking Museum of the Future has transported visitors 50 years ahead to a land of robot-served coffee, virtual tour guides and impossible, twisting skyscrapers. The void within its elliptical shape is meant to evoke a human eye looking towards the future.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Be sure to book your ticket well ahead – they’re available up to two months in advance. If you want to avoid the biggest crowds, go on a weekday morning.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to buy your timed entry ticket.



An Eye on the Future

The curved facade of the building is inlaid with Arabic calligraphy depicting the words of Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, ruler of Dubai: ‘The future belongs to those who can imagine it, design it and execute it’. The sentiment is highly relevant to Dubai, a city that has risen from the sand over the last five decades and transformed itself from a modest pearl-diving hamlet to a global metropolis that continuously pushes boundaries.

Exemplifying this audacious spirit, the Museum of the Future looks like a spaceship or perhaps an avant-garde sculpture. The building’s striking torus shape symbolises Dubai’s vision for itself as a global innovation hub. A total of 1024 stainless-steel panels make up the exterior – and 1024 happens to be the number of bytes in a kilobyte, the basic unit of digital storage in a computer. Each of these panels was uniquely crafted using algorithms and robots to 3D map more than 14,000m of Arabic script across the building’s shell.

Exhibits & Digital Spaces

Inside, interactive exhibits are spread over seven floors and tap into visitors’ five senses to imagine what the future will hold. Venture to a space station 1000km above Earth to imagine how the moon could be transformed to provide renewable energy. Another installation whisks you to a digital Amazon rainforest where you can observe various species, including some that are not usually visible to the human eye. A future-set children’s fantasy land on the top level lets kids apply gaming skills to real-life challenges and collect badges for their achievements.

[image: jpg]
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Take Time Out

When the future all gets a bit much, head to Al Waha, a calming sanctuary where you can experience a digital detox and focus on meditation and mental health. Walk barefoot on a simulated water path as you listen to calming sounds. There’s no time limit on visits to the museum, so plan to make this your last stop, and feel free to spend as long as you need unplugging and unwinding.


QUICK BREAK

A five-minute walk will take you to Leen’s at Emirates Towers (map), open for breakfast, lunch and dinner, and serving Latin-inspired bites with fantastic views of the museum.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Dubai Mall

Shopping and Dubai go hand in hand, so it should come as no surprise that the city is home to one of the world’s largest shopping malls. Opened in 2008, village-sized Dubai Mall also boasts an aquarium, a state-of-the-art cineplex and an Olympic-size ice rink.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Weekday mornings are quietest. The mall gets extremely busy on Friday and Saturday evenings, so avoid visiting at those times if you’re not a fan of crowds.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to view the mall’s store directory.



A Shopping Feast

A super-sized shopping experience awaits at Dubai Mall, which is attached to the Burj Khalifa in the heart of downtown Dubai. Housing more than 1200 shops, it sells everything from homewares, toys, and clothes from high-street fashion chains including Gap and H&M to the wares of upmarket luxury brands such as Fendi, Valentino and Fabergé at Fashion Avenue.

The Arabian souq on the ground floor is the place to go for Middle Eastern wares, and the Dubai Mall Gold Souq houses a cornucopia of jewellery shops. (Note, though, that prices are unlikely to be better than those at Deira Gold Souq.)

As you shop, keep an eye out for the Dubai Mall Cascade, designed by architect Toh Sze Chong to honour the region’s early pearl divers. The waterfall consists of a 24m-high water feature with fibreglass sculptures of bodies plunging head first, arms splayed, into the rushing vertical current.

Food Stops

The mall has a dizzying array of places to eat, from the uber-popular Din Tai Fung with its soup dumplings to contemporary Emirati dishes at Logma, plus several food courts for cheaper eats. Chain places include the Cheesecake Factory and Tribes Carnivore, or you can head to the city’s very first Chinatown for authentic Asian eats.


[image: jpg]
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Dubai Aquarium & Underwater Zoo

Come face-to-face with rays, sharks, clownfish and around 250 other species that live in the Dubai Aquarium & Underwater Zoo (pictured; map). The three-storey-high tank recreates an underwater habitat complete with artificial coral reefs and rocks. It’s free to view from outside, but you’ll need tickets to access the walkthrough tunnel and the upstairs Underwater Zoo, where you can pay your respects to King Croc, a 5.1m-long crocodile, and his companion, Queen Croc. Divers can swim with around 400 sharks and rays, including the world’s biggest collection of sand tiger sharks. Even non-divers can get involved by joining a Shark Walk, which lets participants immerse themselves in the tank, wearing an oxygenated helmet that makes it easy to breathe underwater.


QUICK BREAK

Take a break and refresh yourself with a serve of creamy gelato and a cup of authentic Italian coffee at Morelli’s Gelato (map) on the mall’s lower ground floor.





WALKING TOUR

Walk Downtown Dubai

Downtown Dubai’s wide boulevards and the plush Dubai Mall are the ideal setting for a self-guided walking tour. Get your bearings inside the mall, stopping by several of the city’s biggest shopping haven attractions, then venture outside to discover greenery, sculptures and dining delights.


START
Dubai Mall Metro Station

END
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Blvd

LENGTH
3km; two hours

[image: jpg]


1 View from Above

Take the Metro downtown and disembark at Dubai Mall/Burj Khalifa Metro Station. From here, walk across the glass-enclosed, air-conditioned Metro Link Bridge – be sure to enjoy the neighbourhood views from this elevated vantage point.

2 Into the Zone

Enter the mall at Pylones, a funky French brand selling quirky homewares, and turn left in the direction of Bloomingdales towards Galeries Lafayette.

3 An Arabian Market

Take the lift to the ground floor and turn right, and you’ll be in the atrium of the souq. This is the place to window shop for all things Arabian, or you might like to pick up some souvenirs as you stroll. Continue in the same direction, feasting your eyes on the luxe displays at ultra-high-end shops including Patek Philippe and Cartier. Turn left at Rolex (how very Dubai!).

4 Underwater Adventures

Continue down the walkway, past the statue of a golden camel, and turn right at the end to head towards the huge blue tank that houses the Dubai Aquarium & Underwater Zoo. Stand for a while to marvel at this vast artificial ecosystem that holds a whopping 10 million litres of water.

5 The Main Attraction

Descend in the nearest lifts to the lower lobby level and head for the Star Atrium to walk out of the mall and cross the bridge to Souk Al Bahar. Stop in the centre for good snaps of the Burj Khalifa.

6 Water Features

Returning to the main side of the bridge, turn left towards Burj Lake, where you can see the Dubai Fountain in action.

7 Downtown Delights

Continue along the pedestrian-only boulevard to reach a bridge that will take you over the water to Burj Park. Its sculpture Win Victory Love is a model of a hand giving Sheikh Mohammed’s famous three-finger gesture.

8 Wings of Mexico

Continue through the park and over the bridge, stopping for a picture in front of the Wings of Mexico statue. From here, you’ll soon find yourself on Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Blvd, home to myriad cafes and restaurants.



EXPERIENCES

Enjoy a Historical Extravaganza at La PerleShow

map Google map

Dubai’s first ever permanent show, La Perle by Dragone tells the tale of a prince and a young woman, and explores themes of Dubai’s pearl-diving history, ancestry and globalisation. The 90-minute spectacular is filled with death-defying stunts, special effects and unbelievable water-based theatrics. You’ll have a good view no matter where you sit, thanks to the 270-degree seating layout of the purpose-built aqua theatre. Running five days a week at Al Habtoor City, the show was created by Franco Dragone, the art director known for his work with Cirque du Soleil.

See a Show at Dubai OperaPerforming arts

map Google map

Shaped like a traditional dhow, the Dubai Opera is the city’s premier address for the performing arts. Glass-fronted, and adorned with twinkling Swarovski chandeliers, this is a place to dress up to the nines for a night of entertainment. Opening in 2016, the venue consistently hosts some of the biggest performers from around the world. Its ingenious design allows it to be transformed to serve a host of different events, which means it’s also the place to come for concerts, gigs, exhibitions, theatre, comedy and more.

Wonder at the Dubai FountainFountain

map Google map

In a lake flanked by the Burj Khalifa and the Dubai Mall, the spectacular Dubai Fountain erupts into the air in a nightly performance that elicits oohs and aahs from young and old. Jets shooting up to 140m high are choreographed to move to a rotating roster of Western, Arabic and classical rhythms as specially designed lights illuminate the spectacle. There are shows every half hour after dark. The viewing area outside the Dubai Mall usually gets jam-packed – arrive just after the last show finishes to bag a good spot.

Slide Through the Air at Sky Views DubaiGlass bridge

map Google map

Not recommended for those prone to vertigo, Sky Views Dubai gives you the chance to walk 220m in the air via a glass bridge linking the two towers of the Address Sky View hotel, and then zip down one floor in a transparent exterior tube. True daredevils can strap themselves into a harness and take an ‘Edge Walk’ – a saunter along the lofty alfresco ledge encircling the hotel.

Spot Flamingos at Ras Al KhorBirdwatching

map Google map

Just 14km from the Burj Khalifa, Ras Al Khor Wildlife Sanctuary is a protected nature reserve that was founded in 1985. It’s home to more than 170 species of bird, most notably the pink greater flamingo, which takes centre stage in the winter months. Entirely free to enter, the sanctuary has birdwatching hides around its periphery and binoculars so that visitors can observe the resident wildlife without disturbing it.

Explore Dubai Design DistrictNeighbourhood

map Google map

One of the city’s newer neighbourhoods is the colourful Dubai Design District, also referred to as D3. Located just off Al Khail Rd about 4km from Dubai Mall, it’s a fashionable shopping, art and creative region that’s still evolving. With edgy architecture, wall murals and unique brands, it’s home to concept boutiques, art studios and showrooms. Food options range from hipster favourite Joe & the Juice and home-grown Akiba Dori to homemade-ramen house Yui. You can hop on the F13 bus from Dubai Mall to get here, but the most scenic way to visit is to glide in on a Dubai water taxi, alighting at Dubai Design District Marine Transport Station.

Dine at Gate VillageEating

map Google map

Two wooden bridges link the massive Dubai International Finance Centre to Gate Village, a modernist cluster of stone-clad towers built around walkways and small piazzas. This is where many of Dubai’s high-end Middle Eastern art galleries have set up shop, alongside upmarket restaurants including Zuma and La Petite Maison, and popular bars such as glam cocktail hub Alma and celestial-themed Galaxy.

Have an Arabian AdventureSafari

map Google map

Go dune bashing on a safari with long-running tour company Arabian Adventures. Your desert excursion will include activities such as camel rides, henna painting and sandboarding, and you’ll round off your day with an Arabian barbecue feast.


Rules During Ramadan

During the holy month of Ramadan, during which observant Muslims fast from sunrise to sunset, the opening times at malls across the city are extended. Many shopping centres, including Dubai Mall, stay open until at least midnight. If you’re visiting at this time of year, it’s important to show respect for the local culture by opting for slightly more conservative outfits, and taking care not to eat or drink in non-designated places.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap     $$ Moderate     $$$ Pricey

[image: img]
Eating

Hip Hangouts

Foundry$$

map Google map

Serene art gallery–coffee shop; perfect for people watching. 10am-10pm

Ten11$$

map Google map

Cool vibes and good coffee at this Dubai Mall venue. 10am-midnight

Bohox$$

map Google map

In a boho setting, Bohox offers an international menu and good veg options. 9am-1am

Joe & the Juice$$

map Google map

Hip Danish export with a dizzying array of juices, plus snacks and coffees. 8am-11pm

Yui$$

map Google map

Slurp steaming bowls of deliciousness at the UAE’s first handmade-ramen house. noon-11.30pm

Boca$$

map Google map

Classy Boca prides itself on sustainability and serves delicious Mediterranean eats. noon-3am

Foods of the World

Ting Irie$$

map Google map

Enjoy colourful decor and a flavour-filled menu at the UAE’s first Jamaican restaurant. noon-2am Mon-Fri, 1pm-2am Sat & Sun

Leila$$

map Google map

Authentic Lebanese food is on offer at this Beirut export. 10-1.45am Thu-Sat, 10-12.45am Sun-Wed

Fouquet’s$$$

map Google map

The red-carpet entrance leads to upmarket French eats and views of the Burj Khalifa. 8am-10pm

Jun’s$$

map Google map

Chinese heritage, American inspiration and international influences converge at this streamlined eatery with a notable sake menu. noon-1am

Akiba Dori$$

map Google map

Both Italy and Japan are the inspiration at this neon-lit restaurant and bar. noon-midnight

Eataly$$

map Google map

Buzzy, family-friendly spot in the Dubai Mall. 10am-midnight

Fountain Views

Trove$$

map Google map

A world menu, brilliant artwork and Dubai Mall’s largest terrace. 10am-midnight

Abd El Wahab$$

map Google map

Lebanese joint with tasty mezze and waterfront seating in Souk Al Bahar. noon-midnight

Thiptara$$$

map Google map

Upmarket Thai dining with a focus on Bangkok-style seafood. 6.30-11.30pm

Time Out Market$$

map Google map

Bustling food hall with a terrace and local eateries. noon-midnight Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun

Breakfast Favourites

At.mosphere$$$

map Google map

Decadent breakfasts await on the 122nd floor of the Burj Khalifa. 7am-midnight

Susan’s Baking Company$

map Google map

American-style breakfasts and freshly baked goods; gluten-free and vegan options. 7am-10pm


Table Otto$$

map Google map

Taste the world at this Dubai Mall eatery, with Greek spanakopita, elevated French toast and Turkish-inspired flatbreads. 10am-11pm

Ida Bakery & Bistro$

map Google map

Homegrown artisan bakery with lovely boho interiors. 8am-11pm

Daily$$

map Google map

Industrial-chic all-day restaurant at The Rove Downtown with great-value breakfasts. 6.30am-11pm

Budget Bites

Zaroob$

map Google map

Pan–Middle Eastern menu highlighting the region’s best street food. 24hr

Mama’esh$

map Google map

Serving Palestinian street food, Mama’esh specialises in flatbreads topped with scrumptious flavours. 24hr

Al Baik$

map Google map

The chicken at this Saudi Arabian export in the Dubai Mall’s food court is worth queuing for. 10am-midnight

Vietnamese Foodies Downtown$$

map Google map

Authentic Vietnamese dishes with plenty of vegetarian and vegan options. 11.30am-11pm

Theatre Dining

Alba$$

map Google map

Upmarket Asian eatery right outside the Dubai Opera. 6pm-midnight Mon-Thu, noon-midnight Fri-Sun

[image: img]
Drinking

Swanky Bars

Zuma

map Google map

Sit at the square bar in this modern Japanese izakaya famed for its cocktails. hours vary

Armani/Privé

map Google map

Sleek nightclub and lounge designed by Giorgio Armani himself and located inside the Burj Khalifa. 11pm-3am

Alma

map Google map

Inspired by vintage glamour, this elaborate cocktail bar is a London export. noon-2am, to 3am Fri & Sat

Galaxy Bar

map Google map

Stylish venue ideal for late-night drinks under a star-filled ceiling. 8pm-3am Tue & Wed, 9pm-4am Thu-Sat

Ce La Vi

map Google map

Soaring 220m above sea level, this place is one of the city’s highest rooftop bars. noon-3am

Gastropubs

Distillery Dubai Gastropub

map Google map

Buzzy venue popular with downtown locals and the after-work crew. 3pm-3am

Eloquent Elephant

map Google map

Hidden behind a faux bookshelf in the Taj Dubai, this cosy place serves tasty bites and craft beers. noon-1am, to 2am Wed & Thu, to midnight Fri

Bridgewater Tavern

map Google map

Laid-back venue good for watching sports and eating tasty bar snacks. 4pm-1am, to 2am Fri & Sat

[image: img]
Shopping

Souvenirs

Candylicious

map Google map

Sweets from around the world. 10am-midnight

Pinocchio World by Bartolucci

map Google map

Beautifully crafted Italian wooden creations, toys and gifts. 10am-midnight

Al Jaber Gallery

map Google map

Basement Dubai Mall find that stocks all manner of Arabian-themed items. 10am-11pm





Explore

Dubai Marina & Palm Jumeirah

Dubai Marina is one of the city’s most popular places – both to live in and to visit. Carved from the desert, it’s one of the world’s largest marinas, centred on a 3km-long canal flanked by a thicket of futuristic high-rises. In front of the marina, Jumeirah Beach Residence – generally known as just JBR – is a busy entertainment, holiday and residential strip. Further north along the coast, Palm Jumeirah is perhaps Dubai’s most impressive constructed landscaping project to date. Having added a whopping 56km to the city’s coastline when it opened back in 2007, this palm-tree-shaped island, with its golden beaches and luxury resorts, is Dubai’s favoured destination for holidaymakers.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings



[image: jpg]

Skydivers over Palm Jumeirah | PAMELA LICO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Getting Around

[image: icon-traingif]d Metro

The Red Line serves Dubai Marina. Disembark at Sobha Realty station for the marina or DMCC for The Walk at JBR.

[image: icon-traingif]d Monorail

Serving Palm Jumeirah, this train runs from the trunk of the palm-tree-shaped island to Aquaventure waterpark.

[image: icon-tramgif]j Dubai Tram

The tram links Dubai Media City, JBR and Dubai Marina on a slow, 11km loop.

[image: icon-abragif] Water Bus

Fully air-conditioned, this scenic option shuttles passengers between Marina Walk, Marina Terrace, Marina Mall and the Promenade.


THE BEST

WATERPARK Aquaventure

JAW-DROPPING VISTA The View at The Palm

SKY-HIGH SWIM Aura Skypool

ADRENALINE RUSH Skydive Dubai

QUIRKY SURFING Wavehouse
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1Top Experiences

Atlantis The PalmB3




1Experiences

1Skydive DubaiD5

2The View at The PalmF3

3JBR BeachC5

4The Walk at JBRC5

5The Beach at JBRC5

6Aura SkypoolF3

7Palm West BeachF4

8Anantara Dubai The PalmH3

9Dinner in the SkyD5

10Dubai BalloonB3

11Bluewaters IslandB5

12Ain DubaiC4

13Azure BeachC5

14Drift BeachE5

15Bla Bla Beach ClubC5

16SAN BeachF4

17XLineC6

18Atlantis The RoyalG1

19Madame Tussauds DubaiB4

20Jungle Bay WaterparkE5

21Al Ittihad ParkF3




5Eating

22SaffronB3

23Akira BackD2

24BubbaliciousE5

25Maison MathisF4

26BāF4

27Bounty BeetsE5

28Señor PicoF4

29Koko BayF4

Mina’s Kitchen(see 24)

Wavehouse(see 22)

30LimonataF3

31Byron Bathers Beach ClubF4

32Sanderson’s CafeB6

El Sur(see 24)

33Black FlamingoF4

34Dinner by Heston BlumenthalG1

Trèsind Studio(see 2)

35Dream DubaiB5

36Maine Oyster Bar & GrillB5

37Atelier MC6

Ling Ling(see 18)

38STK SteakhouseC5

39StayE4

Ossiano(see Keyed Landmark)




6Drinking

40BarastiE5

41Orange ChameleonF4

42305F3

43Jetty LoungeE5

44Cloud 22G1

45SoBeD2

46PenthouseF4

47ZETA Seventy SevenB5

48Above ElevenF4

49Attiko DubaiE5

Soho Garden(see 51)

50Tent at Bla Bla DubaiC5




7Shopping

51Nakheel MallF3

52Golden Mile Galleria MallF4

The Beach, JBR(see 5)










TOP EXPERIENCE

Atlantis The Palm

Opulent Atlantis The Palm is Dubai’s ultimate resort site. Based on the legend of the lost city of Atlantis, it dominates the skyline with its pink-toned towers and turquoise-topped turrets. It’s also a firm favourite with families, boasting an on-site aquarium and the world’s largest waterpark.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Book tickets for the waterpark and other activities in advance to receive a discount. If you happen to be visiting during your birthday week, you can claim free entry!

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to book tickets online.



A Playground for All

Keep the palace-like Atlantis building in view as you take the Palm Jumeirah tunnel and drive towards the resort – then wait for the surprise on the other side as the mammoth structure seems to have disappeared! It’s a trick of the eye thanks to the underwater tunnel.

Looking like something straight out of a Disney movie, Atlantis The Palm has 1500 rooms, including an underwater suite with floor-to-ceiling windows so occupants can gaze out to sharks, rays and fish. Travelling with kids? You’ve found family-friendly paradise. From colourful sculptures in the lobby to an endless buffet-breakfast spread at Kaleidoscope and kids’ clubs for all ages, the hotel makes holidaying with young travellers a breeze.

Splash Around

Taking top billing at the resort is Aquaventure Waterpark (map) – its claim to fame is that it has the world’s largest number of water slides. Among these are Blackout, a near-vertical drop that’s not for the fainthearted; Odyssey of Terror, the world’s tallest water slide; and Shark Attack, where riders speed through a glass tunnel amid shark-infested waters (no real sharks – promise!). Spread over three themed towers, the park also has a 1km stretch of private beach, cabanas for rent and a meandering river. More watery adventure is in store at the Lost Chambers Aquarium (map), where 21 exhibits share the mysteries of the deep and 65,000 marine animals call the Ambassador Lagoon home.
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A Culinary Feast

After all that fun, it’s time to refuel – and there’s no shortage of options. Famous Japanese chef Nobu Matsuhisa (map) has a restaurant here, and it’s in good company, with Gordon Ramsay’s Bread Street Kitchen (map) also nearby. En Fuego (map) offers fun-filled Latin dining, and one of the city’s biggest Saturday brunches takes place at Saffron. More casual dining is on offer at Wavehouse, where there’s a bowling alley and a games arcade. White Beach Club (map) is one for the winter season (it closes in the summer months): the day-to-night venue has two pools, in-water loungers and beachside vistas.


QUICK BREAK

If you’re looking for something a bit more casual than the hotel’s in-house eateries, head to The Avenues, a marble-lined retail walkway, for picks including Starbucks and Cold Stone ice creamery.





WALKING TOUR

Take a Dubai Marina Stroll

Built around a 3km-long canal punctuated by striking high-rises, the Dubai Marina is one of the world’s largest harbours for pleasure craft. A saunter along its promenade is delightful, especially at night, when you can contemplate the shining towers and yachts, see the fountains, and stop for dinner and drinks.


START
Cayan Tower

END
Massimo’s Italian

LENGTH
2.5km; 1½ hours

[image: jpg]


1 Twisting High

Start at the architectural stunner that is Cayan Tower, quite literally a building with a twist, as its 75 stories spiral over 307m at a 90-degree angle. Designed by Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, which also masterminded the Burj Khalifa, it is the most eye-catching spire in the phalanx of high-rise towers in this part of the city.

2 Bicycle Cruising

If your feet are feeling tired, take a load off by grabbing one of the for-hire bicycles dotted around Dubai Marina and Palm Jumeirah – the Nextbike station beside Spinneys supermarket is particularly convenient. All you need to do to get started is register via the website, where you’ll also find full details about how the scheme works.

3 Out on the Water

Alternatively, continue along the shore to reach another alternative mode of transportation. For a scenic spin around the marina, hop on the water bus that shuttles between Marina Walk, Marina Terrace, Marina Mall and the Promenade every 15 minutes. It’s a lovely way to travel at sunset or after dark, when the city comes alive as you float past the show-stopping parade of shimmering towers.

4 Smaller-Scale Shopping

Back on shore, it’s time for some retail, or just window-shopping, therapy. With fewer than 200 stores – that’s small by Dubai standards – Dubai Marina Mall may not rank among the city’s megamalls, yet the shops are just as good and you won’t get lost quite so readily. Its main architectural feature is the giant atrium where kids can trundle around in a toy train.

5 A Gourmet Tower

A little further along the shore, the circular, seven-storey Pier 7 is a feast for foodies. Each floor is home to a hip restaurant or bar whose terrace delivers stunning views of bobbing yachts and twinkling towers. Feast on sizzling Asian dishes at Asia Asia or enjoy rooftop cocktails with stunning city vistas at Atelier M.

6 Family Feasting

Retrace your steps, cross the bridge and head north along the water towards the laid-back Massimo’s Italian Restaurant, delivering waterfront views, great food and authentic Italian ice cream.



EXPERIENCES

Jump out of a PlaneSkydiving

map Google map

Thrill-seekers can get their day’s adrenaline rush by jumping out of a plane and then floating back to Earth, enjoying views of Palm Jumeirah and the waters of the Gulf. Skydive Dubai offers tandem parachute flights year-round. The day starts in the venue’s training facility, where you’ll get geared up, meet your instructor and undergo basic safety training. After that, you’ll be whisked into the air aboard a tiny plane. Once you reach 13,000ft, it’s go time! Hot tip: don’t forget to breathe in before you jump – it can be hard to catch a breath in those few moments of freefall. Also don’t forget to smile for the camera – instructors will film the entire experience for you to share with friends and family once your feet are back on the ground.

Drink in the Views at The PalmLookout platform

map Google map

For a chance to drink in Palm Jumeirah’s impressive outline while keeping your feet firmly on solid ground (albeit a few storeys up), the View at The Palm is a good choice. Perched at a lofty 240m atop an architectural tower designed in the shape of a palm tree, the glass-surrounded outdoor platform offers a lookout point over the Gulf and the sprawling city skyline. Tickets also include access to the View Exhibition, an interactive digital display that sheds more light on Dubai’s constructed archipelago. For the best bragging rights, purchase a ticket to the Next Level, which lets you skip the queue and gives you access to the highest viewpoint, on level 54.

Explore Bustling JBRNeighbourhood

map Google map
One of Dubai’s buzziest, busiest neighbourhoods is Jumeirah Beach Residence. Having started life as a quiet beachside residential area, JBR – to employ its most commonly used name – is now one of Dubai’s liveliest districts. Home to beachside hotels, hip bars and upmarket restaurants, it’s also known for its ever-busy traffic, so give yourself plenty of time if you’re meeting someone here. The popular public beach (map) is free for all and has showers and toilets, but it can get very busy on weekends and holidays. Stroll along the Walk at JBR (map Google map), a beachside boulevard lined with cafes and restaurants, then shop at the handful of stores at outdoor shopping mall the Beach at JBR (map Google map).

Get Your Head in the Clouds at Aura SkypoolSwimming

map Google map

Take a dip 200m in the air at the world’s highest 360-degree infinity swimming pool. Curving around the 50th floor of the Palm Tower hotel, the Aura Skypool sits 9m higher than Singapore’s famous Marina Bay Sands infinity pool. Bookings are essential, and you can choose from sunrise, morning, afternoon or evening slots – the last will allow you to swim under a star-filled sky. Take in views of Palm Jumeirah and the ocean all the way to downtown Dubai from the temperature-controlled waters. Lounge on a sunbed, enjoy a bite to eat and then go for a dip (just don’t forget the obligatory selfie). Taking in a sunset here is highly recommended.

Spend the Day at Palm West BeachBeach

map Google map

Part public beach and part promenade, Palm West Beach on Palm Jumeirah’s trunk is the ideal spot for some sun-worshipping. Get your steps up on the promenade’s walking and running trails, or hunker down on the 1.6km of pristine shoreline, then enjoy a meander along the boulevard until you come across a waterfront restaurant that takes your fancy – recommendations include Señor Pico and Koko Bay. Just to round out its appeal, the beach has some of the city’s best sunset views.

Escape to Thailand at Anantara The Palm DubaiResort

map Google map

For a visit to Thailand without leaving the United Arab Emirates, head to Anantara The Palm Dubai Resort, on the eastern crescent of Palm Jumeirah. This secluded tropical resort has swaying palm trees, colourful tuk-tuks, overwater villas and temple-inspired red-roofed architecture. Explore the coast on the resort’s traditional Thai longtail boat, then dine at a rickshaw-style table in Mekong, an upmarket restaurant serving Thai, Vietnamese and Chinese favourites.


Bargain Hunting

Dubai can be expensive, but there are ways to trim costs. Keen to spend a day at a beach club? Check the social-media accounts and websites of the places you want to go – clubs will often run special offers on set days of the week or between certain times, and they tend to shout about them on their socials. Travellers visiting Dubai in summer will find cheaper day rates on pool passes as part of the emirate’s Dubai Summer Surprises festival. Finally, check discount-voucher sites including Groupon and Cobone for deals – keep in mind that most of these need to be prebooked.



Elevated Dining at Dinner in the SkyRestaurant

map Google map

Floating in the air above Skydive Dubai, the unique Dinner in the Sky takes elevated dining to an entirely new level. If you’re game for one of the most unusual dining experiences in the city, settle into a bucket seat at a table set on a platform. You and your fellow diners will be securely strapped in, and then the platform will be hoisted 50m above the ground by a crane. Once you’re up there, prepare to tuck into a three-course feast as bar staff keep you supplied with cocktails and other drinks. It’s all served alongside epic views over Dubai Marina, Palm Jumeirah and the Gulf.

Head Up, Up (but Not Away) in the Dubai BalloonBalloon ride

map Google map

Launched in 2023, the Dubai Balloon is an aerial experience that takes travellers 300m up in the air to drink in mind-boggling 360-degree views of the city. Located at Atlantis The Palm resort, the helium-powered balloon fits up to 20 people in its gondola. Rides last approximately 10 minutes, which gives you just enough time to take in the vistas and snap a few selfies. On a clear day you’ll be able to see all the way to the Burj Khalifa. Don’t worry, it’s impossible for the balloon to float away: it’s anchored to the ground.

Check out Bluewaters IslandNeighbourhood

map Google map

In a city of constructed islands, Bluewaters Island is one of the newest outcrops to be installed. Located across from Dubai Marina, the island’s most famous resident is the record-breaking Ain Dubai (map Google map; closed at research time) observation wheel, which towers 210m above the coastline. The popular residential area has several drinking and dining options. Try Puerto99 for fun-fuelled Mexican fiestas, or enjoy the lush garden at the London Project. The Banyan Tree Dubai hotel has also just opened here – visit for great pan-Asian restaurants, a sense of serenity and epic ocean views.


Buying Alcohol in Dubai

First-time visitors often wonder whether they can drink alcohol in Dubai. The answer is yes, in many places. Tourists aged over 21 are allowed to drink alcohol in licensed bars and clubs, most of which are attached to Western-style hotels. By law, drinking anywhere else means you must have an alcohol licence, but these are very easy to get whether you’re a resident or a visitor. You simply need to be non-Muslim and be able to produce passport ID. There’s also duty-free alcohol for sale at Dubai International Airport, where no licence or ID is required.



Kick Back or Get Down at Dubai’s Best Beach ClubsBeach

The city’s’ coastline has an array of beaches that are ideal for a day on the sand, but in true Dubai style, there’s also a buzzy beach-club scene that’s geared towards those who are looking for more than just a pristine shoreline. Cabanas, DJs, viewpoints and upmarket dining are the norm at these venues that roll sand, sun and luxury into one – and this neighbourhood has more than its fair share of top-rated clubs to choose from. Head to Azure Beach (map Google map) at the Rixos Premium JBR for good vibes, great music and perfect sunset views of Ain Dubai from the club’s infinity swimming pool. Upmarket Drift Beach (map Google map) at the One&Only Royal Mirage, with a 1km stretch of private shore and a panoramic infinity pool, serves top-rated Mediterranean poolside eats that come into their own when the post-swimming munchies kick in. Bla Bla (map Google map) at JBR, one of the city’s most popular haunts, has a lively club that’s popular with a younger crowd and complemented by a nonstop summertime soundtrack. Boho-chic SAN Beach (map Google map) has a toes-in-the-sand vibe that takes sun-soaked days to a whole new level.

Soar Over the City at XLine Dubai MarinaAdventure

map Google map

Fly over Dubai Marina at speeds of up to 80km/h on the world’s longest urban zipline. Taking thrill-seekers on a 1km ride above Dubai Marina Mall, XLine Dubai Marina reaches its top speed in less than three seconds. Setting off from a launchpad 170m above ground means awesome city views are guaranteed – if you’re brave enough to keep your eyes open! Two parallel lines make this a great pick for adventure-seeking couples or those travelling in a pair. Gear up and get set to scream in unison.

Atlantis The RoyalDining & swimming

map Google map

A big sister to Dubai’s original Atlantis hotel, this glass-encased resort dwarfs its neighbour in size and splendour. Sleek, upmarket design incorporates statement sculptures as well as water and fire features. Choose among 17 restaurants, six of which are helmed by celebrity chefs. There are also no fewer than 90 swimming pools across the resort, including Cloud 22, a jaw-dropping 22nd-floor infinity pool – day passes are available.

See the Stars at Madame TussaudsMuseum

map Google map

In 2021, Madame Tussauds made its waxwork debut in the Middle East when it arrived in Dubai. Visitors to the museum on Bluewaters Island will find plenty of lifelike models from the worlds of music, fiction, film, politics and royalty. Some of the most popular figures include those of Taylor Swift, Justin Bieber, and David and Victoria Beckham, and visitors can also see famous faces from the Arab world, including singer Nancy Arjam and make-up artist Huda Kattan. A Bollywood zone hosts the likenesses of Salman Khan and Katrina Kaif, and guests can sit down to tea with a waxwork Audrey Hepburn.

Cool off at Jungle BayWaterpark

map Google map

Dubai’s prettiest waterpark can be found in the grounds of Le Meridien Mina Seyahi, a family-friendly resort located just beyond Jumeirah. Oozing cool Aegean vibes, and built around a jaunty lighthouse, Jungle Bay delivers aquatic fun for all ages. It’s particularly suited to families with younger children, as it’s small enough to allow parents to keep tabs on their young charges. Race down the side-by-side Whizzard Slides, jump around in the 6m wave pool and watch little ones splash in the AquaPlay area. There’s also a cabana area for parents. Unlike the city’s other waterparks, where food options on the premises can be overpriced and limited, there’s plenty of choice in the adjacent Le Meridien and Westin hotels.

Escape the City at Al Ittihad ParkNature

map Google map

A secret slice of greenery is tucked away in the shadow of the Palm Monorail. Open to everyone, Al Ittihad Park is especially popular with Palm Jumeirah residents, families and pet-lovers. There’s a shaded walking and jogging track, plus cascading water features and more than 100 species of plant and herb, many of which are handily labelled. There are also a few playgrounds with slides and swings for children, and new enclosed dog parks for canine friends. The adjacent Golden Mile Galleria Mall is home to plenty of coffee shops and cafes where you can grab some refreshments.

Stick to Your Budget on Palm JumeirahNeighbourhood

With more than its fair share of five-star hotels, swanky restaurants and reservation-only bars, Palm Jumeirah may seem to be an unavoidably expensive affair – but that’s not necessarily so. Start your day with a scenic ride on the Palm Jumeirah Monorail, where an unlimited day pass costs Dh35 and children under 110cm ride for free. Disembark at Al Ittihad Park and take a leisurely stroll around this shaded green space filled with playgrounds, picnic benches, shrubs and trees. Pop into the Golden Mile and pay a visit to Thrift for Good, Dubai’s secondhand shop, selling preloved fashion, books, homewares and more. Prices here start at Dh1. After rummaging through the racks, hop back aboard the monorail to the next stop, Nakheel Mall, which opened in 2019. Spend a bit more time browsing through its 300 stores, then board the train again and soar over to the station at Aquaventure Waterpark.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap     $$ Moderate     $$$ Pricey
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Eating

Brunches

Saffron$$$

map Google map

The city’s largest buffet brunch, this buzzy Saturday spot in Atlantis The Palm is all about the party vibes, with copious drink stations, dancers, live entertainment and increasingly loud music as the party ramps up. 1-4pm Sat

Akira Back$$$

map Google map

Sunday brunch at this sleek eatery at W The Palm features Asian-inspired sharing plates and bottomless bevvies, served alongside chilled-out tunes and views of the Gulf. 1-4pm Sun

Bubbalicious at the Westin$$$

map Google map

Bubbalicious is one of the city’s favourite brunches, with 10 live cooking stations, kids’ entertainment and a buffet spread that spans three restaurants, plus free-flowing drink service. 1-4pm Sat

Maison Mathis$$

map Google map

Popular with residents, this homegrown spot does a decent Saturday brunch with breakfast dishes, freshly baked treats, pizza, mussels, burgers and more, plus terraced seating on the popular Palm West Beach. 1-4pm Sat

Bā$$$

map Google map

Brunch at Bā takes place on Friday and Saturday evenings and is an elegant but peppy affair over three hours with tasty pan-Asian dishes and artisanal cocktails. 6-11pm Fri & Sat

Lunch Picks

Bounty Beets$$

map Google map

Grab a trendy stacked burger or go for one of the many vegan dishes – and be sure to capture some Instagram content – when dining at this pink-dipped restaurant. 8am-7pm

Señor Pico$$

map Google map

Tuck into tasty tacos, delicious burritos and freshly made-to-order guacamole at this brightly coloured Mexican joint right on popular Palm West Beach. noon-midnight Sun-Wed, to 1am Thu-Sat

Koko Bay$$$

map Google map

This Bali-inspired spot on Palm West Beach is part beach club, part restaurant. Book a lounger for the day or reserve a table to enjoy some Asian bites. 10pm-midnight, 10pm-2am Fri & Sat, 10pm-1am Sun

Family Friendly

Mina’s Kitchen$$

map Google map

Family-friendly spot with bright botanical decor and casual buffet dining. Even the fussiest of eaters is guaranteed to find something they like here. 7-10.30am, 12.30-3pm & 6-10pm

Wavehouse$$$

map Google map

A bowling alley, a flow-board machine, arcade games and a free soft-play area make this Atlantis eatery a hit with kids of all ages. Order the surfboard dessert sharing platter to really spoil them. noon-1am


Limonata$$

map Google map

Tucked away in Club Vista Mare, this place serves fuss-free Italian food and has a private beach with bright-yellow-and-white striped sun loungers. noon-1am

Byron Bathers Beach Club$$

map Google map

Inspired by Australia’s beaches, this blue-and-white hideaway has a crowd-pleasing menu, a swimming pool and a beach playground. 9am-11pm

Sanderson’s Cafe$$

map Google map

Tropical interiors and a menu with plenty of vegan and veggie options await at this Sustainable City spot, plus there’s a play area for kids. 7am-9pm

Something Different

El Sur$$

map Google map

One of Dubai’s top Spanish restaurants, El Sur has a buzzy bar and a creative menu covering all the classics plus a few surprises. It also offers porrón (traditional Spanish wine pitcher) pouring sessions. 6-10.30pm

Black Flamingo$$$

map Google map

Neon decor, purple walls and tropical-print chairs abound in this Miami-themed bar that serves tasty Creole- and Caribbean-inspired dishes. 1pm-3am

Dinner by Heston Blumenthal$$$

map Google map

Dinner delivers upmarket, contemporary, experiential dining from the renowned British chef. 6-11pm Wed-Sat, noon-3pm & 6-11pm Sun

Trèsind Studio$$$

map Google map

Bring your appetite to this two-Michelin-star favourite: there are 14 courses on the creative, Indian-centric fine-dining menu. noon-11.45pm

Dream$$$

map Google map

Expect acrobatic performances, live music, dancers and delicious Mediterranean cuisine at this decadent restaurant. 8pm-3am Wed-Sun

Dinner & Drinks

Maine Oyster Bar & Grill$$$

map Google map

Tuck into delicious oysters and a bistro-style menu, then enjoy the buzzy vibes of this hot spot inside the DoubleTree hotel in JBR. noon-midnight

Atelier M$$

map Google map

At this rooftop spot at Pier 7 you can feast on upmarket Mediterranean dishes, then dance the night away. 6pm-midnight

Ling Ling$$$

map Google map

A haute Asian restaurant with excellent cocktails that’s become a firm favourite on Dubai’s late-night party circuit. 6pm-1am

STK Steakhouse$$$

map Google map

This is the Dubai outpost of the decadent steakhouse that’s famed for its champagne shows and live dancers – look out for the breakdancing waiters. 6pm-1am

Stay$$$

map Google map

Elegant, Michelin-starred French dining at the end of Palm Jumeirah. 7-11pm

Ossiano$$$

map Google map

At Atlantis The Palm, this is the place to go for Michelin-starred seafood with views into a huge aquarium. 6-11pm
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Drinking

Beach Bars

Barasti

map Google map

Dubai stalwart Barasti has been entertaining revellers in its indoor-outdoor tiki-style setup for nearly 30 years. 9am-3am


Orange Chameleon

map Google map

Relaxed beach bar and lounge with gorgeous views across the water to Dubai Marina. noon-3am

305

map Google map

Sip a beverage by the sea at this popular pink spot inside lifestyle destination The Club, with beachfront views, comfy cabanas and a private pool. 9am-10pm, to midnight Fri & Sat

Jetty Lounge

map Google map

A chilled-out contemporary beachfront bar with upmarket snacks, great cocktails and gorgeous views of Dubai’s sunsets. 5pm-1am

Rooftop Views

Cloud 22

map Google map

Social-media bragging rights are yours at Cloud 22 at Atlantis The Royal, where you’ll enjoy a 90m infinity pool, a French-Mediterranean menu, and Gulf and Palm Jumeirah views, plus the chance to rub shoulders with celebs. 10am-8pm

SoBe

map Google map

For 360-degree views of the city from a huge outdoor terrace, head to trendy SoBe on the roof of W Dubai The Palm. 5pm-3am Wed-Fri, 4pm-3am Sat, 4pm-1am Sun, 5pm-1am Mon & Tue

Penthouse

map Google map

On the rooftop of party hotel Five Palm Jumeirah, look forward to Japanese fusion food, live DJs and stunning vistas. 5pm-4am

ZETA Seventy Seven

map Google map

This spot levels up atop the Address hotel, where it’s adjacent to the world’s highest outdoor infinity pool. This alfresco oasis has mesmerising views of Palm Jumeirah, plus a tasty menu of Asian fusion dishes. 10am-2am

Above Eleven

map Google map

A Bangkok export and funky rooftop venue, Above Eleven offers twinkling views of the Dubai Marina skyline. 4pm-1am Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat

Attiko Dubai

map Google map

Panoramic ocean views and a creative cocktail menu await on the rooftop of W Dubai Mina Seyahi. 5pm-1am Sun-Fri, 2-5pm & 7pm-1am Sat, closed Wed

Top Nightlife

Soho Garden

map Google map

Surprisingly, given that it’s inside a mall, this happening Soho Garden outpost is one of the best clubs in Dubai. 8pm-2am, closed Mon & Thu

Tent at Bla Bla Dubai

map Google map

Three storeys, 465 sq metres, nine unique bars and one stage combine at this popular nightspot in JBR. Dress to impress. 8pm-3am, to 4am Fri
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Shopping

Malls

Nakheel Mall

map Google map

Good-sized mall with high-street stores, a few designer spots and a fantastic food court, plus access to The View at The Palm. 10am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Golden Mile Galleria

map Google map

Community mall with restaurants, beauty salons, fitness clubs and coffee shops. 10am-10pm

Beach at JBR

map Google map

Open-air mall with higher-end fashion, gift, makeup and homewares stores. 10am-11pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri-Sun





Explore

South Dubai

Extending the city’s reach, multifaceted South Dubai comprises Dubai Parks & Resorts, home to entertainment zones and theme parks such as Legoland Dubai; several residential areas; and Jebal Ali, Dubai’s hard-working industrial zone. The region is a great spot for nature-seekers, as it hosts Al Marmoom Desert Conservation Reserve, the largest unfenced nature reserve in the country. Occupying 10% of Dubai’s land area, it’s a refuge for birds as well as rarely seen indigenous wildlife including gazelles and desert foxes. One of the biggest new additions to the district is Expo City Dubai, a purpose-built venue that hosted the Dubai Expo 2020 and spans an area twice the size of Monaco. With stunning expo pavilions and cool green spaces, the site is ideal for a walk.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings



Getting Around

[image: icon-traingif]d Metro

The South Dubai area is well served by the Dubai Metro’s Red Line, which has stops at Jebel Ali and Expo 2020.

[image: icon-busgif]g Bus

There’s a main bus station at Ibn Battuta Bus Mall. Buses from here take travellers to Dubai Parks & Resorts, Expo City, and even all the way to Abu Dhabi.

[image: icon-taxigif] Taxi

Taxis are your only option to reach some of South Dubai’s outlying places.
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THE BEST

DAY OUT Expo City Dubai

DESERT DELIGHT Bab Al Shams Desert Resort

THEME-PARK HEAVEN Dubai Parks & Resorts

PICNIC SPOT Al Qudra Lake

REFRESHMENT STOP Al Wasl Café
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1Top Experiences

Dubai Parks & ResortsC2




1Experiences

1JA The ResortF3

2Al Qudra LakeD6

3Love LakeD6

4Al Marmoom Desert Conservation ReserveC5

5Bab Al Shams Desert Resort & SpaC5




5Eating

6Q CoffeeH5

7Kalea RestaurantB4

Hikina(see 7)

Zala(see 5)

8KinaraE4

9TaperiaE3

10Al Fanar Restaurant & CafeH6

11Al MashowaB4

12Ecco Pizza & PastaH6

13Reform Social & GrillH6

14Caesar’s Pizza & PastaB4

15DailyG5

16Last ExitB1




6Drinking

17Bibé RooftopE4

Anwa Sunset Lounge(see 5)

Lobby Lounge(see 5)

18Vasco Da GamaF4

19RePUBlikE4

20Smokin’ GunE2




7Shopping

21Dubai Outlet VillageB4

Sacoor Brothers Outlet(see 21)

Deal(see 21)

Candy Hearts(see 21)

Godiva Cafe(see 21)










TOP EXPERIENCE

Dubai Parks & Resorts

On the outskirts of Dubai, near the border with Abu Dhabi, Dubai Parks & Resorts is a purpose-built entertainment district. It is home to Legoland Dubai and film-themed Motiongate, and has recently added Real Madrid World – the world’s first football-themed amusement park – to its roster of attractions.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Double-check rates at the on-site hotels, as they often include park access. This can sometimes work out cheaper than staying elsewhere and purchasing passes, especially if you’re visiting with children.
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Scan this QR code to book park tickets and passes.



On the Edge of the City

If you drive along Sheikh Zayed Rd in the direction of Abu Dhabi, you’ll eventually arrive at an exit adorned with a colourful character-lined archway. This is the road towards the entertainment haven that is Dubai Parks & Resorts. Here, film fans can explore Motiongate (map; pictured), where the attractions celebrate three of Hollywood’s biggest motion-picture studios. It’s also home to the world’s fastest single-car spinning roller-coaster.

Lego-Filled Fun

Lego fans should head to Legoland Dubai (map), with more than 40 rides inventively based on the famously versatile plastic bricks. Ride the Dragon’s Apprentice, a perfectly paced first-time roller-coaster experience, or board the Duplo Express. Once you’ve had your fill, head to Legoland Water Park (map) next door to cool off on its themed waterslides and attractions.

Stop for Refreshments

Riverland Dubai (map) is the area’s waterside shopping and dining district. Stop for a meal at one of the many restaurants, then wander along the boardwalk or take a riverboat journey through various zones, including India Gate and the French Village. Also here is Neon Galaxy, an interactive indoor play zone geared to kids and teens.
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Make a Night of It

If one day isn’t enough, you can spend the night in one of the neighbourhood’s two hotels. Lapita (map) is a four-star Polynesian-themed hotel with two swimming pools, a lazy river and a relaxing spa. For those with younger kids in tow, the Middle East’s first Lego-themed hotel, Legoland Hotel Dubai (map), is also here, with 250 rooms covered head-to-toe in brick-related design.

One for Soccer Fans

Designed to appeal to devotees, Real Madrid World (map) is the world’s first-ever football-themed amusement park, with more than 40 rides, experiences, games and exhibits inspired by the Spanish football team’s sporting successes.


QUICK BREAK

A good place to escape the midday sunshine, the Keg (map) is an Irish-themed bar inside Riverland Dubai that serves decent pub grub.





WALKING TOUR

Experience Expo City Dubai

A thoughtful reworking of the Expo 2020 Dubai site, Expo City Dubai has retained several of its show-shopping attractions, including the falcon-inspired UAE Pavilion and the mesmerising Surreal installation. The city is ideal for a walk (or cycle), with cafes, bars and pleasant green-pocket stops along the way.


START
Expo 2020 Metro Station

END
Rove Expo City

LENGTH
1.5km; one hour
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1 Head South

From Expo 2020 Metro Station, head southeast towards the huge exhibition hall and onto Al Wasl Ave. Head straight down this road, past Rove Expo City, to reach Al Wasl Dome. Purpose built as the heart of Dubai’s Expo 2020 event, the massive steel-trellis dome towers 67.5m high and houses the largest 360-degree projection surface in the world.

2 A Coffee in the Shade

Beneath the dome, a grassy, shaded pavilion houses Al Wasl Cafe. Sit down and enjoy a coffee or snack surrounded by greenery.

3 Impressive Architecture

Once you’re refreshed and ready to continue, head towards the falcon-inspired United Arab Emirates Pavilion, a huge white steel structure with a feather-like roof that sits northeast of the plaza housing Al Wasl Dome. The pavilion is typically only open during events and exhibitions, but you can appreciate the architecture and surrounding water fountains as you pass by.

4 Take in the View

From here, head down Sidr Ave for about eight minutes until you reach the nature-centred Terra Pavilion. With a 130m-wide oval building at its core, Terra has circular, sprout-like solar panels called Energy Trees huddled around it. Wander up to the roof area to take in terrific city views.

5 A Surreal Experience

Head back towards Al Wasl Dome, but before you reach it, turn left onto Ghaf Ave and follow the road towards Surreal – an absolute must-visit at the expo site. Take your shoes off and step into the water at this circular, art-inspired attraction where the surrounding cascades appear to flow magically upwards, melodies chime and digital flames spill down the structure after dark. (Note that the show doesn’t operate in the summer months.) Just outside the installation is Jubilee Park, where kids can let off some steam.

6 View from Above

A little further along Ghaf Ave, the Garden in the Sky observation tower will lift you 55m above the ground for epic views towards Dubai.

7 Post-Expo Refreshments

As you head back towards the metro station via Al Wasl Dome, pop into Rove Expo City for craft beer or a creative cocktail.



EXPERIENCES

Soak in Beachside Vibes at JA The ResortResort

map Google map

The drive to JA The Resort isn’t Dubai’s most scenic, as the hotel lies beyond the city’s industrial zone, but it’s all about the holiday vibes once you reach the sprawling coastal enclave. Opened in 1981, JA is one of the city’s oldest resorts and is also Dubai’s largest ‘experience resort’. The complex is made up of three hotels: the original JA Beach Hotel, the JA Palm Tree Court and the recently opened JA Lake View hotel. Guests at each property have access to all the facilities across the resort, including a sprawling private beach, seven swimming pools, 25 restaurants, a nine-hole golf course, horse-riding stables, a spa and more. Those not staying at the property can eat in the restaurants, use the spab, buy a day pass for the beaches and pools, or pay per activity for pursuits including golf and squash. Hop on a complimentary golf cart to get around and keep your eyes peeled for the resort’s colourful roaming peacocks.

Picnic, Bike or Stroll in Al QudraNature

Part of the Al Marmoom Desert Conservation Reserve, Al Qudra Lake (map Google map) is a sprawling artificial lake dotted with little islands that act as habitats for the many avian species that nest here. Low bushes and trees offer food for birds and insects, though there’s little shade for humans. The surrounding area is unspoilt and perfect for picnics and sunset strolls. Active types can bring or hire a bicycle to tackle Al Qudra cycling track, an 86km road that runs through the desert – keep alert and you may spot some of the region’s bigger indigenous creatures, such as gazelles, desert foxes or even the rare Arabian oryx (there are only 1200 of this antelope species left across the Middle East, their survival largely due to conservation efforts in the UAE and Saudi Arabia). A few minutes from Al Qudra Lake, Love Lake (map Google map) is shaped to resemble two intertwined hearts – it’s a perfect backdrop for photos with a loved one.


A Ground-breaking World Expo

Open since 1 October 2022, Expo City Dubai is a future-centric mini-city on the site of Expo 2020 Dubai, the first World Expo to be held in the Middle East, Africa or South Asia. Visitors can still enjoy many of the expo’s entertainment offerings, and the main thematic pavilions have also been retained. Alif – the Mobility Pavilion and Terra – the Sustainability Pavilion remain interactive educational experiences, while the Opportunity Pavilion is now the Expo 2020 Dubai Museum. Expo City is committed to addressing global topics and enabling people – particularly young people – to share their voice.



Embrace Nature at Al Marmoom Desert Conservation ReserveNature

map Google map

Swap urban sights for natural ones on Dubai’s outskirts at Al Marmoom Desert Conservation Reserve. Encompassing 10% of Dubai as a whole, the reserve is the largest unfenced nature park in the country. To really embrace the charm of this vast natural space, book the Al Marmoom Bedouin Experience with OceanAir Travels. Starting with a city pickup from your hotel, the experience will take you to the park’s lesser-visited spots and past desert flora and fauna, including ghaf trees (the UAE’s national tree), falcons, deer, oryxes and gazelles. Arriving at a Bedouin village, you’ll have the opportunity to discover the desert in the footsteps of the region’s traditional tribes. On a camel caravan over the dunes, the camels’ handlers will share more about the importance to their culture of these ‘ships of the desert’. After your ride, enjoy Arabic coffee and dates back at the village – Bedouin tribes have started their day this way since time immemorial.

Experience Arabian Nights at Bab Al ShamsResort

map Google map

In Dubai’s Al Qudra area, Bab Al Shams is the city’s longest-running desert resort and has recently undergone an extensive renovation. After almost 20 years in operation, the complex relaunched with a new lease of life in early 2023. It’s a great place for a family escape surrounded by the wild landscape of the desert. Rooms and suites are inspired by Bedouin traditions and come with spacious terraces that look out to uninterrupted sand-dune views. There’s a gorgeously photogenic infinity pool, and the host of desert-inspired activities includes falcon shows, camel rides and safari drives. Even if you’re not spending the night, it’s worth a drive out to the resort to enjoy a sunset drink or to see the fantastic Al Hadeerah, an Arabian-themed dinner-and-show experience. Settle in for an evening of open-air theatre and live entertainment complete with horses, fire and desert dunes, plus one of the city’s largest buffets, which has a huge selection of cuisine from the region.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap     $$ Moderate     $$$ Pricey
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Eating

Coffee Stops

Q Coffee$

map Google map

Enjoy smooth brews and light bites at this Rwandan-inspired coffee shop that celebrates the country’s culture and heritage. 8am-midnight

Dinner Places

Kalea Restaurant$$

map Google map

Polynesian all-day dining restaurant that hosts themed nights every Friday and Sunday with live music and an island-inspired buffet. 6.30-11pm

Hikina$$

map Google map

Friendly service, a pan-Asian menu and beautifully plated dishes are the draws at this restaurant housed within the Lapita hotel at Dubai Parks & Resorts. 6.30-11pm

Zala$$

map Google map

This artfully decorated, Mediterranean-themed restaurant at Bab Al Shams resort has several dining zones and an excellent buffet spread, plus tasty à la carte options. 7am-10.30pm

Kinara$$$

map Google map

Helmed by renowned chef Vikas Khanna, this Indian restaurant has a Spice Market display where you can learn more about the ingredients used in its dishes. 6.30-11pm

Taperia$$

map Google map

Enjoy tasty Spanish cuisine, excellent sangria, regular flamenco performances and excellent service inside the JA Resort. 6.30-11pm

A Taste of Arabia

Al Fanar Cafe & Restaurant$$

map Google map

At Expo City Dubai, rustic Al Fanar has authentic Emirati cuisine and a menu filled with dishes showing influences from India and Persia. 5pm-midnight

Al Mashowa$$

map Google map

Serving huge portions of traditional Emirati food, this is the ideal place to refuel after a day spent exploring all the amusements on offer at Dubai Parks & Resorts’ theme parks. 1-9pm, to 10pm Thu & Fri

Lunch Picks

Ecco Pizza & Pasta$$

map Google map

Opposite the UAE Pavilion at Expo City Dubai, this spot serves fresh, authentic Italian dishes. Generous portions and speedy service round out the appeal. 11am-9pm

Reform Social & Grill$$

map Google map

Long-running local favourite that’s recently opened at Expo City. Head here for traditional British classics. noon-9pm

Caesar’s Pizza & Pasta$$

map Google map

Great for families, this lunch spot in the Legoland Hotel has unlimited pizza and pasta dishes, plus a help-yourself salad bar. 10am-7pm

Daily$$

map Google map

Offering all-day dining at Rove at the Park, Daily has a great breakfast spread and a tasty à la carte menu, capped off by reasonable prices. 6.30am-11pm


Pit Stops

Last Exit$

map Google map

You can order burgers, tacos, coffee, fried chicken and more at this American-inspired food-truck hub located at the side of Sheikh Zayed Rd. 24hr
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Drinking

Rooftop Views

Bibé Rooftop

map Google map

On the rooftop of the Lake View Hotel, this adults-only lounge bar is the place to go for a sundowner. A saxophonist accompanies the setting sun on most days – how’s that for a mood enhancer? 5pm-1am

Anwa Sunset Lounge

map Google map

At this pan-Asian rooftop lounge perched above the undulating dunes, you can enjoy moreish bites and artful cocktails under the canopy of a star-filled desert sky. 4pm-1am

Cocktails & Mocktails

Lobby Lounge

map Google map

One of the city’s first alcohol-free bars, Lobby serves delicious mixed drinks that you’d swear are the real thing. It occupies a fantastic setting at Bab Al Shams Desert Resort. 9am-11pm

Vasco Da Gama

map Google map

In the lobby of the JA Beach Hotel, this place is one for cocktail fans, with creative concoctions and friendly mixologists. Note that after 9pm patrons must be aged over 21. 4pm-midnight

Pubs

RePUBlik

map Google map

This sleek gastropub in the JA Lake View Hotel has a diverse range of craft beers and a terrace overlooking the golf course. 11am-midnight

Smokin’ Gun

map Google map

Appropriately named given its location at the JA Shooting Club, this is a pleasant spot for a burger, beer or milkshake, whether or not you’ve just let off a few volleys of bullets. 2-11pm
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Shopping

Discounted Designer Gear

Dubai Outlet Village

map Google map

Inspired by the Italian town of San Gimignano in Tuscany, this quiet shopping centre bills itself as the city’s first designer outlet mall. It has some good stores, but prices may still seem high for travellers from the US or Europe. 10am-11pm

Sacoor Brothers Outlet

map Google map

A Portuguese label that mixes classic and contemporary fashion for all, Sacoor Brothers is mostly known for its menswear. It has a discount store at Dubai Outlet Village. 10am-10pm

Deal

map Google map

Designer labels are on offer at reduced prices in The Deal’s sprawling department-style store at Dubai Outlet Village. 10am-10pm

Something Sweet

Candy Hearts

map Google map

Let the kids stock up on chocolates, lollipops and candy at this sweet-filled find in Dubai Outlet Village. 10am-10pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri-Sun

Godiva Cafe

map Google map

Delicious Belgian chocolates and good coffee are on the menu at this Outlet Village store. Don’t miss the chocolate-dipped strawberries. 10am-10pm





Top Experience

Let’s Do Brunch

Saturday brunch is a major element of the Dubai social scene. Just about every hotel-restaurant in town sets up an all-you-can-eat buffet, and they all have the option to add unlimited wine or bubbly. Following are the top indulgence picks in town. Reservations are essential.



PLANNING TIP

Make Saturday brunch reservations at least a week ahead. Reserve further in advance if you want to go to one of the city’s most popular options.
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Scan this QR code to nab your spot at Saffron.



An Endless Spread

A cornucopia of delectables awaits at the Al Qasr (map) hotel brunch. Options include barbecued Wagyu burgers and treats inspired by the cuisine of Bangkok, Paris and Mexico. A live band provides entertainment. Brunch with alcohol from Dh550; 1pm to 4pm Saturday.

No Kids Allowed

Leave it to Atlantis The Palm to offer one of the city’s biggest party brunches. The Saffron brunch is an adults-only affair with a jaw-dropping buffet that includes several drink stations where you can help yourself to vodka-infused watermelons and endless shots. The food plays second fiddle to the vibe here, but it’s still great quality. Brunch from Dh495; 1pm to 4pm Saturday.

Fiesta Time

It’s one of the more affordable options, but there’s nothing budget about the great little Mexican brunch at Muchachas. Tuck into fajitas, guacamole and tacos, then cap it all off with churros and ice cream. Brunch from Dh119; 1pm to 4pm Saturday.

International Indulgence

Bubbalicious is the culinary bonanza orchestrated at the Westin Dubai. It features everything from oysters to cheesecake, plus 10 live cooking stations and family-friendly entertainment such as a petting zoo and a play area. Brunch with alcohol Dh550; 1pm to 4pm Saturday.
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An Italian Feast

A family-friendly à la carte brunch is in store at Luigia in JBR, which serves Italian favourites with plenty of pizza and pasta options. Kids can head to the play area while the adults indulge. Brunch with alcohol Dh220; 1pm to 4pm Saturday.

Carnivorous Delight

Fans of churrasco grills will be in heaven at the Hola Hola brunch at Toro Toro. Offering the regular menu’s most popular dishes, this brunch is a great way to sample chef Richard Sandoval’s culinary concoctions. Brunch from Dh295; 1pm to 4pm Saturday.


BRUNCH ALTERNATIVE

At the Al Qasr abra and afternoon tea experience you can enjoy tiny cakes and tempting sandwiches as you sail around Madinat Jumeirah’s waterways.







Worth a Trip

A Visit to Hatta

A world away from fast-paced Dubai, Hatta lies 130km southeast, at the foot of the Hajar Mountains. The region was formerly part of Oman, but the Omani sultan transferred it to Dubai around 1850 when he found it could no longer be defended against Buraimi tribes.



PLANNING TIP

Express H02 buses run from Dubai Mall Bus Station to Hatta Bus Station. Hatta’s hop-on, hop-off H04 bus from Hatta Bus Station stops at Hatta Wadi Hub, Hatta Dam and the Heritage Village.
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Scan this QR code to check accommodation options at Hatta Wadi Hub.



Adventures for All

Thanks to temperatures that are a few degrees cooler year-round, Hatta is a popular escape for the people of Dubai. An outdoor hub, it’s also home to sights including conservation areas, fortresses, mosques, a heritage museum, an apiary and an adventure centre. The town retains much of its laid-back Omani pace of life.

Around 2km of well-marked hiking trails and 50km of colour-coded bike trails start at Hatta Wadi Hub and wind across the protected Hatta Mountain Reserve, inhabited by indigenous wildlife such as the endangered Arabian tahr, Arabian leopard and Egyptian vulture. Keep your eyes peeled as you travel over dry wadis and dusty peaks, passing fruit orchards, lakes and farms, and you may spot some of the area’s birds and animals.

Hatta Wadi Hub offers a wealth of adventures, from wall climbing, archery and axe-throwing to tube-sliding, zip-lining and a human-slingshot experience that reaches nearly 100km/h. A net walkway with lookouts, a multipurpose ropes course, zorbing, gel ball, and trampolines for both children and adults mean there’s something for every age group.

Out on the Water

With bright teal waters against a backdrop of jagged peaks, Hatta Dam (pictured) was built in the 1990s to provide a sustainable source of water for the area’s residents. The dam is one of Dubai’s most popular kayaking spots. It’s easy to spend a few hours paddling here, especially between October and May, when the weather is pleasant. Kayaks, water bikes, pedal boats, donut boats and more can be rented at Hatta Kayak.
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Step Back in Time

See how life was lived nearly 3000 years ago at the reconstructed Hatta Heritage Village. You can explore stone houses, courtyards and a majlis, and visit a museum exhibiting traditional tools, handicrafts, clothing and weapons. The restored mud-brick and stone Hatta Fort dates to 1896 and was used for both defensive and residential purposes. Two round watchtowers, built in the 1880s, offer views over verdant farms.


QUICK BREAK

Located in Hatta Wadi Hub, and with an outpost at the nearby JA Hatta Fort Hotel, Hatta Wild Cafe serves great coffee, fresh juices and light bites.







Worth a Trip

Day-Tripping to Abu Dhabi

Just 140km from Dubai, Abu Dhabi is the United Arab Emirates’ capital. It may not be as flashy as its neighbour, but there’s plenty to see, including the first Louvre outside France, the world’s fastest roller-coaster, a head-spinning F1 racetrack and a strikingly beautiful mosque.



PLANNING TIP

With its various bridges and islands, Abu Dhabi can be difficult to navigate. A hop-on, hop-off bus tour with Big Bus Abu Dhabi can help you get your bearings.
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Scan this QR code to book your visit to Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque.



Soak up the Splendour of Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque

The exceptionally beautiful Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque stands as a symbol of peace, diversity and tolerance in the UAE capital. Rising majestically from beautifully manicured gardens, it’s one of the few mosques in the region that are open to non-Muslims. Entry is free. Accommodating 50,000 worshippers, the mosque was the vision of the UAE’s founding father, His Highness the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan. It’s also his final resting place. Integrating traditional Mamluk, Ottoman, Andalusian, Moorish and Fatimid influences with modern designs, the mosque is one of the greatest examples of contemporary Islamic architecture in the world. Its 82 marble domes – the largest of which crowns the main prayer hall – are adorned with gold-glass mosaic finials, while stunning floral designs adorn the marble floor of the 17,400-sq-metre courtyard (pictured). To enter, all visitors must wear loose fitting, ankle-length clothing. Women must also have their arms and hair covered.

Abu Dhabi in Days Gone By

For a glimpse of life in Abu Dhabi before oil was discovered here, head downtown, where the oldest surviving stone structure, Qasr Al Hosn, still stands. Constructed in the 1760s as a watchtower to protect the island’s freshwater source, it later expanded to become a fort. It went on to become the royal residence for the Al Nahyan family until 1966. The building is now a fascinating museum where you can see women producing traditional palm-frond baskets and creating henna patterns.
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Adventure in the Mangroves

A vital defence against the effects of climate change, and a safe habitat for local wildlife, dense mangrove forests can be found in Abu Dhabi’s coastal areas. The emirate is home to approximately 70 sq km of mangrove ecosystems. Within the confines of the city, Mangrove National Park is a serene 19-sq-km forest that’s a refuge for dugongs, sea turtles, dolphins, and more than 60 species of bird, including flamingos and herons. In 2020, Jubail Mangrove Park opened near Saadiyat Island. Activities include ranger-led tours along its three expansive boardwalks, and the wonderfully immersive nature experience of a kayak tour through the forest.


QUICK BREAK

At Yas Marina, stop in for tasty tapas, delicious sangria and authentic paella at Diablito, with views of bobbing superyachts on one side and the F1 track on the other.




STAY LONGER

Spanning mountains, coastlines and islands, Abu Dhabi is the UAE’s largest emirate, and if you can devote a bit more time to it there’s plenty to see and do. Explore the vast Rub Al Khali desert with its burnt-orange dunes, and treat yourself to a stay at the remote Anantara Qasr Al Sarab, featuring a luxury spa and an oasis-like swimming pool.



Indulge at Emirates Palace

Fancy a gold-sprinkled cappuccino? Then head to Episodes Cafe within Abu Dhabi’s most over-the-top landmark, Emirates Palace. The hotel and tourist attraction boasts audacious domed gatehouses, flying ramps to the foyer, 114 domes and a 1.3km private beach. Built for Dhs11 billion, it also has 1002 crystal chandeliers, a private marina, and 392 luxury rooms and suites. Its auditorium hosts a calendar of cultural events.

Shore Time on the Corniche

The 8km-long Corniche Beach has sandy shores, beautiful parks, and a cycling track and promenade. This is the perfect spot to indulge your inner sun worshipper. One of the quieter stretches of sand along the corniche, Abu Dhabi Beach can be found opposite the Family Park. It’s ideal for a relaxed morning of sunbathing. If you’re feeling adventurous, parasailing flights, and banana and donut rides can be booked with Abu Dhabi Parasail, located on the beach. Nearby, Flatout Specialty Coffee makes delicious iced lattes.

World-Class Art at Louvre Abu Dhabi

In the stunning Jean Nouvel–designed Louvre Abu Dhabi, sunlight filters through a huge perforated dome onto a cluster of 23 galleries sheltering 600 priceless works that illustrate various cultures’ shared humanity across time, ethnicity and geography. Highlights include a painting by Leonardo Da Vinci, a Chinese Buddha and a bronze from Benin. If you have little ones in tow, there’s also a fantastic children’s museum. Stay on Saadiyat Island afterwards and head to nearby Mamsha, where turquoise waters and golden sands lie in front of a promenade lined with tempting cafes, bars and restaurants. Try Ting Irie for Jamaican food or Black Tap for amazing milkshakes.

Action-Packed Yas Island

Yas Island is where the Abu Dhabi Formula One event takes place every winter. It’s also where you’ll find a smattering of theme parks, including Ferrari World (pictured) – home to the world’s fastest roller-coaster – Yas Waterworld and Warner Bros World Abu Dhabi. Yas Bay is also worth a visit for waterside restaurants, buzzy bars and the Etihad Arena, which hosts a busy calendar of concerts, comedy shows, gigs and theatrical performances.


AL AIN

Another option if you can stay a bit longer is a visit to Al Ain. Its fortresses, palm-tree oases and ancient tombs offer a very different vibe from the city.
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Family Travel

A playground for young and old, Dubai has plenty to keep families entertained, with everything from action-packed theme parks to aquatic adventures. Incredibly kid-friendly and extremely safe, Dubai makes travelling with little ones easy.



How to Save Money

Summer is the season of savings for families in Dubai. Many hotels offer free beds for children as well as free dining options when kids are accompanied by paying adults. Attractions including Dubai Parks & Resorts and the Burj Khalifa’s At the Top observation deck offer free entry for kids accompanied by an adult.



Eating Out

Most cafes and restaurants offer children’s menus or children’s dishes that are geared towards little appetites. If these aren’t available, most places will happily modify standard dishes to remove ingredients or provide smaller portions of regular menu items. Children are welcome in almost all eateries, licensed and unlicensed, and highchairs are often available.


HOTEL PERKS

Most top-end hotels include kids’ clubs with dedicated pools and play areas. Atlantis The Palm offers unlimited entry to Aquaventure Waterpark, and rates at the Jumeirah Beach Hotel, the Burj Al Arab hotel and the Madinat Jumeirah hotels include entry to Wild Wadi Waterpark.



Camel Central

Kids will love the Camel Farm, on the outskirts of the city, for camel rides, animal feeding, farm tours and camel-hugging therapy.
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Public Transport

Children under five travel free on Dubai’s buses and trams.



Babies

Breastfeeding is accepted anywhere so long as a cover is used. Many malls have breastfeeding rooms. You can ask for bottles to be warmed in any restaurant or cafe, and changing facilities are common in public bathrooms.





Accommodation

Dubai has more than 120,000 rooms available to visitors. Choose from underwater suites, heritage-style houses and some of the world’s finest hotels.


Where to Stay If You Love…

Architecture & Action

Downtown Dubai Hosts the beautiful Museum of the Future, and the city’s highest concentration of skyscrapers, including the Burj Khalifa. Expect fine dining, upscale hotels…and crowds.


OUR PICK

We Love to Stay In...

Dubai Marina

Built around a 3km-long canal flanked by high-rise buildings, Dubai Marina offers waterfront stays, superyacht views and a promenade replete with cafes, restaurants and bars – it’s perfect for an evening stroll. The area is also walking distance to the beach and on the Metro line, so getting around is easy.



Museums & History

Bur Dubai Historic neighbourhood that’s a smorgasbord of restored buildings and cultural touchpoints. Choose from heritage hotels, boutique properties and affordable apartments.


HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN A...

luxury hotel
from Dhs1000

heritage hotel
Dhs400

budget hotel
Dhs250



Colour, Chaos & Cheap Rooms

Deira Charismatic and crowded, with atmospheric souqs and creekside views. More affordable hotel options.

The Beach

Jumeirah Beach vibes abound in Jumeirah, Dubai’s original shoreline neighbourhood, which has luxury hotels, waterfront villas and boutique stays, as well as cafes, galleries and restaurants galore. Limited public transport.

Luxury & Superyachts

Palm Jumeirah Artificial island Palm Jumeirah has the city’s highest concentration of five-star resorts. Avoid staying here during big events on the Palm because the traffic will be fierce.





Food, Drink & Nightlife

Allergies & Intolerances

Let your server know about any food allergies or intolerances when you sit down in a restaurant, as only some menus list allergens. Higher-end places will likely offer you alternative dishes or ingredient substitutions, while servers at less fancy spots will be more likely to guide you towards the menu choices that are suitable for you.

HOW TO SAY


	I’m allergic to …	’an·dee ha·saa·see·ya li …

	dairy produce	il·al·baan

	gluten	gloo·teen

	nuts	mu·kas·ar·aat

	seafood	i·sa·mak wa

		al·ma·haa·raat




DINING ETIQUETTE

Table Manners

Remember: Anti-social conduct, such as lewd language or evident drunkenness, is an offence.

Smoking

Smoking cigarettes, cigars and shisha is only allowed in designated areas in many restaurants, pubs, bars and lounges.




DINING WITHOUT CUTLERY

Dubai is home to many cultures that traditionally eat meals with their hands, so there are plenty of places to enjoy a meal sans cutlery. The main thing to remember is to use your right hand for eating.



Arabic Coffee

Traditionally, Bedouins brewed coffee over a firepit in the sand. Today, coffee brewing is a symbol of Emirati hospitality, and many high-end hotels offer guests a cup as they check in. Accept it in your right hand. If you don’t want a refill, gently shake the cup.

HOW TO… Pay the Bill

Catch your server’s attention to request the bill. English is understood in all establishments, but if you want to try out your Arabic you can ask for the fatura (bill).

Splitting the bill Most places accept multiple card payments. Locals dining with you will likely try to foot the entire bill. If they do, feel free to protest, but then accept graciously.

Tipping Visitors tend to follow the norm in their own country, so some people don’t tip, and others tip anything from 5% to 25%. Locals usually leave something if service charges aren’t included in the bill.


PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to the average cost of a standard main course.

$ less than Dhs70

$$ Dhs70–150

$$$ more than Dhs150




OPENING HOURS

Cafes
8am to 8pm

Food Courts
10am to 10pm

Restaurants
noon to midnight or 6pm to midnight; some closed 3pm to 6pm
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Going Out

From rooftop bars and late-night clubs to cosy pubs and beachside sundowner spots, Dubai’s nightlife scene is bustling. Your main challenge will be deciding where to go!

For one of the biggest nights out, take a taxi to Dubai Marina, where White Beach Club offers late-night parties with live DJs. Lebanese import BO18 in Media City is another high-energy pick and stays open until 4am at weekends.

Door policies Some venues won’t allow shorts or trainers, and women and couples will often have an easier time getting into clubs than men flying solo.

Brunch Akin to a big night out in the West, Saturday brunch in Dubai is one of the biggest parties of the week. Held in hotels across the city, brunch is an all-inclusive package that kicks off around lunchtime and includes bottomless drinks, vast buffet spreads, à la carte dining, live entertainment and lots of revelry.


HOW MUCH FOR A...

coffee
Dhs30

glass of wine
Dhs40–200

pint of beer
Dhs40–70

shawarma
Dhs30

pub lunch
Dhs150–250

all-inclusive brunch
Dhs250–800

Michelin-starred-restaurant dinner
Dhs600–2000

Ice cream
Dhs25–50







Health & Safe Travel

Dubai is one of the safest cities in the world, but a couple of things are worth noting before you go.



ROAD ACCIDENTS

Traffic accidents are common in the UAE. Causes include tailgating, reckless driving and speeding, for which hefty fines and other penalties apply. Especially avoid driving if it has rained, when the roads become slippery and drivers have even less patience than usual.



Heat Exhaustion

Hot weather is one of the biggest dangers when visiting Dubai, especially from May to September, when temperatures regularly push 50°C and humidity climbs above 90%. Most activities move indoors to air-conditioned venues during the summer months, and alfresco dining is largely a no-go. If you do decide to venture outside, go in the early morning, when temperatures are coolest, wear sunscreen, seek out shade and stay hydrated.


Drugs

All types of recreational drugs are illegal. Offenders face hefty punishments.



Medicines

Prescriptions are required for all medicines brought into the country, and it’s a good idea to have a doctor’s note outlining your need to take any medicines you bring in. Certain medicines are considered controlled drugs and require prior approval from the UAE’s Ministry of Health. Check with the UAE embassy in your country.

Alcohol

Alcohol is legal in Dubai if you’re over 21 and non-Muslim. You can drink in bars, pubs, clubs and restaurants or purchase it from liquor stores but be aware that public drunkenness can get you into trouble. Alcohol licenses are available for visitors who want to purchase booze in liquor stores.


QUICK INFO

Mosquitoes

March to May is peak mosquito season; pack repellent

Privacy

Don’t take photos of people without their permission

Watch Your Mouth

Foul language and lewd gestures are illegal and can land you in jail




STAYING SAFE IN DUBAI’S WATERS

The beaches surrounding Dubai are very safe, and most are patrolled by lifeguards from sunrise to sunset. But there are a few precautions to take, especially if you’re visiting when the city is experiencing rain, high winds or sandstorms. Before you get into the water, look out for the coloured flags. Red means it’s not safe to swim, yellow means swim with caution and purple means look out for jellyfish, some of which can be harmful. It’s not advised to swim after dark, but if you do want a nighttime dip, head to the 24-hour beaches in Jumeirah 2, Jumeirah 3 and Umm Suqeim 1.




DESERT DRIVING

Go in convoy so you have a second vehicle to pull you out in case you get stuck. Pack a shovel, strong rope, headlamps and plenty of water.




IN BRIEF

Outdoors When hiking, bring plenty of water, sunscreen and a head covering.

After dark It can quickly become cold after the sun goes down. Bring warm layers if you’re exploring the dunes.

Blocked websites Whatsapp and Facebook are blocked in Dubai. VPNs to get around this are prohibited.



LGBTIQ+ TRAVELLERS

Homosexuality is a criminal offence in the UAE. Penalties include fines, prison and deportation. Public kissing and fondling is illegal for everyone.

Hotels

Same-sex couples that share a hotel room while visiting the UAE may be considered friends on a budget holiday. While no one will check, the expectation is that you will have separate beds, such as one king bed and a twin or two queen beds.

Resources

Government restrictions make it difficult for NGOs working on LGBTIQ+ issues to operate officially in the UAE. If you need help, contact your country’s embassy.

https://nomadicboys.com/?s=dubai Bloggers Stefan and Sebastien of Nomadic Boys have several helpful articles on gay life in the UAE.





Responsible Travel

Follow these tips to leave a lighter footprint, support local and have a positive impact on communities.


Greener Choices

The international Green Ramadan program encourages businesses and individuals to use food and other resources sustainably during Ramadan. Participating hotels across the UAE compost excess food waste after iftar (nightly fast-breaking dinners) and donate leftover meals to food banks.

Operating year-round, the Dubai Can initiative sets out to encourage people to choose reusable water bottles rather than buying numerous plastic ones. Refill stations across the city help support the initiative.
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OUR PICK

An Eco-Adventure

On an eco-adventure with Sand Sherpa in the Dubai Desert reserve, a conservation expert will share details on indigenous flora and fauna. A donation is made to the reserve for each visitor.



Local Eats

Walk through Old Dubai and taste street foods made by vendors in some of the city’s oldest communities on a Frying Pan Adventures food tour led by longtime Dubai residents.
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A Cultural Tour

A local guide from the Sheikh Mohammed Centre for Cultural Understanding will lead you on a wander around the narrow streets of Al Fahidi Historic District, during which you’ll visit a local mosque and stop at some of the city’s souqs before journeying across Dubai Creek by abra (water taxi).

Resources

• visitdubai.com/en/dubai-can All about the Dubai Can refillable-water-bottle initiative. • sandsherpa.com Eco-focused Dubai Desert safaris. • cultures.ae Sheikh Mohammed cultural centre.


SUSTAINABLE DINING

Dubai’s sustainable-dining scene is on the up. Try a zero-waste cocktail and sustainably sourced dishes at Boca, tuck into locally grown ingredients at Sanderson’s and enjoy plant-based deliciousness at Seva.



Secondhand Shopping

Dubai has made a name for itself as a luxury-shopping haven, but secondhand steals are also to be found here. For designer togs at a fraction of the price, Garderobe in Umm Suqeim is a trusted option. The two-storey Retold warehouse in Al Quoz offers both high-street and designer finds. Preloved clothes and accessories are available for next to nothing at Thrift for Good at the Galleria Mall, where all purchases help support local charity project Gulf for Good. La Brocante in Al Quoz is a treasure trove of secondhand homewares.

Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when travelling, and the importance of making changes where we can. Lonely Planet urges all travellers to engage with their travel carbon footprint. Many airlines and booking sites offer travellers the option of offsetting the impact of greenhouse gas emissions by contributing to climate-friendly initiatives around the world.


GO GREEN ON TWO WHEELS

Get around without increasing your carbon footprint by downloading the Careem Bike app. It’ll allow you to rent a bright-green two-wheeler that can easily be collected and returned at docking stations found across Dubai.

[image: barcode]



[image: jpg]

TATUASHA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©





Accessible Travel

Public Transport

Dubai’s Metro has lifts, extra-wide gates and grooved guidance paths in stations, and dedicated wheelchair spaces in each carriage. Audible alerts and flashing lights on platforms assist those with impaired hearing or vision. Buses have fold-out ramps and spaces on board for wheelchair users. Wheelchair taxis with ramps are also available.

Wheelchair-Accessible Venues

Malls typically have wheelchair ramps at entrances and exits; lifts are readily available. Newer restaurants and bars are almost always wheelchair accessible. Accessibility may be more of a challenge in older parts of the city – it’s best to call ahead.


AT THE AIRPORT

Dubai Airport has accessible check-in areas, complimentary wheelchairs, buggy transport and fast-track immigration counters for travellers with additional needs. Anyone with visual or hearing impairments can request a chaperone to guide them through the airport.



Accommodation

Most top-end hotels have rooms with extra-wide doors, plenty of internal space and adapted bathrooms. H Hotel and Jumeirah Creekside Hotel are the city’s first certified autism-friendly properties.


OUR PICK

Several shorelines feature access ramps for wheelchair users, and some also have wheelchairs available for hire. Kite Beach has accessible bathroom stalls and a rubber pathway on the sand to allow wheelchair and mobility-scooter users to easily reach the waterfront. Jumierah Beach 2 has three corridors leading to a huge marine swimming platform in the sea, and Al Mamzar Beach Park on Dubai’s Sharjah border is also accessible thanks to wheelchair-friendly pathways.




WOMEN & SOLO TRAVELLERS

Solo and women travellers should have no trouble in Dubai. It’s safe for women to take taxis, stay alone in hotels and walk around town, by day or night.



Resources

• visitdubai.com/en/articles/accessibility-guide-dubai The Visit Dubai office has detailed information on accessible travel. • instagram.com/wingsofangelz Wings of Angelz focuses on making public spaces wheelchair-friendly.





Nuts & Bolts

Opening Hours

Expect seasonal changes, and different hours during Ramadan.

Banks 8am–3pm Monday to Friday

Bars noon–1am

Restaurants noon–10pm, to 11pm weekends; some close mid-afternoon

Malls 10am–10pm Monday to Friday, to midnight weekends

Supermarkets 9am–10pm; some 24 hours

Clubs 10pm or 11pm–3am; a handful stay open until 4am

Mosques Only a few open to non-Muslims, and most of these closed to non-worshippers on Friday


QUICK INFO

Time Zone
Gulf Standard Time (GMT/UTC plus four hours)

City Calling Code
+971

Emergency Numbers
police 999, ambulance 998, fire 997

Population
3.6 million



ELECTRICITY

230V/50Hz
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Open

مفتوح

Closed

مقفول



Tap Water

Authorities say Dubai’s tap water is safe to drink, but most locals boil the water in homes or hotel rooms before drinking it because the maintenance of water-storage systems isn’t guaranteed. You can fill up reusable bottles at faucets at malls, beaches and parks, where the water has been filtered.

Public Holidays

Banks and offices are typically closed on the following nationwide holidays; malls remain open.

New Year’s Day 1 January

Ramadan The month when Muslims fast during daylight hours; services are open, but hours vary

Eid Al Fitr Three-day celebration to mark the end of the holy month of Ramadan

Arafat Day One-day celebration ahead of Eid Al Adha

Eid Al Adha Four- or five-day celebration after the season of the Hajj (main pilgrimage to Mecca)

Islamic New Year Public holiday

Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) birthday Public holiday

UAE National Day 2 December; 3 December is also often a public holiday
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Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travellers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you are happy to have your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/legal.
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