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Acknowledgment of Country

Lonely Planet would like to acknowledge all the First Nations people throughout the country, including the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung and Bunurong/Boon Wurrung peoples of the Kulin nation, who are the Traditional Custodians of the place we now call Melbourne. We pay our respects to Elders past and present, and also recognise the ongoing efforts of Aboriginal peoples for reconciliation, justice, and social, cultural and economic self-determination. Australia was, and always will be, Aboriginal land.







The Journey Begins Here
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Melbourne is called ‘Naarm’ (or ‘Narrm’) by its Traditional Owners, the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung and Bunurong Boon Wurrung peoples of the Kulin nation. Inhabited by First Nations people for over 40,000 years and colonised by the British in 1835, today it’s one of the world’s most culturally diverse cities. I’m one of its five million residents and, like many of my fellow Melburnians, I particularly love the city’s egalitarian and inclusive nature. This is a place where the favourite pastime is to relish a joke, a drink and a good chat with friends. Cultured but never precious, replete with natural beauty, it’s a city I’m both proud and fortunate to call home.
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Virginia Maxwell

@maxwellvirginia

Born and raised in Melbourne, Virginia has contributed to more than 50 Lonely Planet guidebooks over the years, researching in multiple countries and continents.

COWRITER
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Justin Meneguzzi

@justinmeneguzzi

Justin is an award-winning travel journalist and photographer based in Melbourne. He believes tourism can be a force for good that supports local communities and the environment.






THE BEST

Museum Experiences

Melbourne (Naarm) has a huge variety of museums, both entertaining and educational, which range from historic house museums to memorials, and research institutions to heritage collections.
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Learn about Victoria’s natural, cultural and Indigenous histories at the child-friendly Melbourne Museum. (pictured)
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Visit the Immigration Museum housed in the city’s 19th-century customs house to gain an understand of the state’s rich multicultural heritage. (pictured)
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Evoke the privileged Jazz Age lifestyle by touring the house and garden at Rippon Lea Estate.

Reflect on the Jewish lives lost during WWII by viewing the harrowing exhibits at the Melbourne Holocaust Museum.

Explore the attractions at the sprawling Werribee Park estate, a former squatter’s run located on Melbourne’s western edge.

Pay your respects to the Australians who fought and fell in wars inside the monumental and moving Shrine of Remembrance.





THE BEST

Dining Experiences

This is a city where you will eat exceptionally well, and an ever-growing array of cafes, wine bars, casual bistros and formal restaurants in the city centre and the suburbs ensures there’s a place to please every palate and budget.
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Perch at the bar and watch the chefs work their culinary magic at Embla, one of the city’s many welcoming wine bars.
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Sample innovative modern Chinese dishes at Lee Ho Fook, housed in an evocative laneway warehouse.

Sit in the buzzing dining arena at sensational Supernormal, a showcase of the cuisines of Tokyo, Shanghai, Seoul and Hong Kong.

Enjoy the elegant ambiance and exemplary service at the Flower Drum, a Cantonese restaurant and city institution.

Be treated to an exquisite omakase dining experience at Melbourne’s best Japanese restaurant, Minamishima.

Watch the sun set over Port Phillip Bay on a summer evening while dining at the laid-back Stokehouse restaurant. (pictured)
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THE BEST

Art Experiences

An appreciation of art is bred into the bones of Melburnians, fuelled by the plentiful presence of public art (including street art) and a profusion of public, private and commercial galleries.
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Admire the stellar collection of Australian art, including a dedicated First Nations gallery, at the Ian Potter Centre: NGV Australia located at Federation Square.

Explore the ever-changing street art on show in laneways off Flinders Lane, admiring the creations of local and visiting artists.

Visit the galleries, outdoor sculptures and gorgeous gardens at Heide Museum of Modern Art on the banks of the Yarra River (Birrarung).

Get a taste of Melbourne’s exciting contemporary art scene at Linden New Art, housed in a historic St Kilda mansion.

Encounter great art and architecture at Melbourne’s flagship arts institution, the venerable NGV International opposite Kings Domain.

Make your way to the cutting-edge Australian Centre for Contemporary Art (ACCA), housed in a stunning structure clad in rusted steel.





THE BEST

Bar & Pub Experiences

Locals love to catch up with friends and family over a drink. As a result, inclusive pubs and bars are found in every city suburb where you can also grab a meal, watch sports, listen to live music and more.

Admire the floodlit facade of Parliament House from the terrace at classy Siglo above the Melbourne Supper Club.
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Mingle with the locals at the always-bustling Marquis of Lorne, Fitzroy’s favourite neighbourhood pub.

Party on the pavement at Bahama Gold, an East Brunswick bar with affordable drinks and great music.

Nosh on the famous fish pie or cheeseburger served at the Builders Arms, Melbourne’s best gastropub.

Enjoy a drink in surrounds reminiscent of a 1950s New York cocktail bar at the intimate and stylish Apollo Inn.

Savour the fine food and wine on offer at laid-back Geralds Bar, North Carlton’s long-standing favourite.
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THE BEST

Outdoors Experiences

It’s easy to explore the great outdoors here, as gloriously green parks and gardens are scattered across the city and stunning natural landscapes are only a short drive away.
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Picnic on the lakeside lawns in the Royal Botanic Gardens, one of the finest examples of Victorian-era landscaping in the world.

Soak up the sun and scene at St Kilda Beach, a stretch of golden sand backdropped by swaying palm trees. (pictured)
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Take a bike ride along the Bay Trail, a 15km path passing alongside beaches and multicoloured bathing boxes.

Admire views of Birrarung Marr and the city skyline while paddling up the Yarra on a guided Kayak Melbourne tour. (pictured)
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Visit a historic corroboree location and traverse the Australian Native Garden and grass circle in Royal Park.

Watch the sun rise over Yarra Valley vineyards from the sky-high perch of a hot-air balloon.





THE BEST

Cafe Experiences

Melbourne’s reputation as a culinary destination has been shaped significantly by its history of migration, and today it has an extraordinary array of cafes and eateries to choose from.

Claim a bar stool at Pellegrini’s Espresso Bar, one of the oldest and best-loved espresso bars in the city centre.

Enjoy a home-style Japanese breakfast or lunch at CIBI, a design store and cafe located in a Collingwood warehouse.

Relax over a coffee or meal at All Things Equal, a Balaclava cafe committed to bridging together people with a disability and the wider community. (pictured)
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Sample one of the sensational sandwiches served at Juniper near South Melbourne Market.

Choose from the huge array of delicious cakes, pastries and biscotti at emphatically Italian Brunetti in Carlton’s Little Italy. (pictured)
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Head to the west to relax over an expertly made coffee and delicious globally inspired brunch dishes at Dumbo.





THE BEST

Market Experiences

The impressive local dining scene has a lot to do with the exceptional quality of Victoria’s fresh produce. See what’s on offer at the city’s famous markets.
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Sign up for a guided foodie tour at the historic Queen Victoria Market, a cherished local resource and a must-visit destination for visitors.

Browse the stalls selling local, organic and sustainable produce and artisanal crafts at the Fitzroy Mills and Rose Street weekend markets.

Head south of the river to source a gourmet snack and shopping essentials in the Prahran Market shops and produce halls.

Slurp freshly shucked oysters and sample other foodie delights at colourful South Melbourne Market.

Enjoy live music and see a showcase of the very best Victorian fresh produce at the monthly Gasworks Farmers Market, held at an Albert Park cultural hub.





THE BEST

Tour Experiences

Tours to meet every taste and interest are on offer here, many of which focus on city highlights such as food, street art and history. Be it indoor or out in nature, you’re bound to find a tour that suits.
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Learn the fascinating stories of female trade unionists and their campaigns for equal pay on a free guided Trades Hall Feminist Tour.

Join an Indigenous-led tour of the riverside park Birrarung Marr organised by the Koorie Heritage Trust.

Enjoy an early evening passeggiata (stroll) fuelled by Italian food and wine on a Lygon St Aperitivo Tour by Flavourhood Tours.

Spend a ghoulish hour or so with the ghosts in the infamous Old Melbourne Gaol.

Let a volunteer guide steer you around the interior of Como House, a mansion that was the first Victorian property gifted to the National Trust.

Take a guided canoe tour in search of the elusive platypus in the Great Otway National Park on Victoria’s fabled Great Ocean Road.





Best for Kids

Watch your kids indulge in some super-fun water-based play in the Ian Potter Foundation Children’s Gardenat the Royal Botanic Gardens.

Edit film scenes, create sound effects and play classic and modern video games in the teenager-friendly ‘Story of the Moving Image’ exhibition at ACMI.

Play at the the huge musical playground in the Carlton Gardens and then move on to the interactive children’s gallery at the adjoining Melbourne Museum.

Spot the animals grazing in the Collingwood Children’s Farm while walking part of the riverside Yarra Trail alongside the Abbotsford Convent.

Witness the nightly perambulation of Phillip Island’s colony of cute little penguins at the famous nightly Penguin Parade on Summerland Beach.





Best for Free

View the permanent collections of Australian and international art at the National Gallery of Victoria’s St Kilda Rd and Federation Square buildings.

Admire the artworks, landscaping and river vistas at Birrarung Marr, including a kids playground and the singing pedestrian bridge.

Embark on a self-guided tour of Melbourne’s world-renowned street art in and around Flinders Lane in the city centre.

Join a guided heritage walking tour and then head to the beach at Williamstown, with views across the water to the city skyline.

Head to Logan’s Beach in Warrnambool on the Great Ocean Road to spot whales from the public viewing platform.







Three Perfect Days

Melbourne’s vibrant city centre and inner suburbs offer plenty of opportunities to explore, be surprised and – of course – eat and drink well along the way.
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DAY ONE

Only Have One Day?

Morning

Kick off the day at the historic Queen Victoria Market and then walk through the city to Federation Square, where you can admire the collection of Australian and First Nations art at the Ian Potter Centre: NGV Australia. Enjoy lunch at Victoria by Farmer’s Daughters, which showcases produce from across the state.

Afternoon

After lunch, check out public artworks at riverside Birrarung Marr, before walking across Princes Bridge and through the Domain to visit the Royal Botanic Gardens.

Evening

Take a look at some laneway street art (pictured) then dine at Lee Ho Fook or Tonka off fashionable Flinders Lane and finish your day with a drink at the intimate Apollo Inn cocktail bar.
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DAY TWO

Explore Some More

Morning

If you’re here in summer, head to the St Kilda Foreshore to spend a few hours at the beach. Otherwise join a guided tour at the Old Melbourne Gaol or Trades Hall.

Afternoon

Head back to the inner city centre to see the Indigenous collection at the Bunjilaka Aboriginal Cultural Centre at Melbourne Museum. Afterwards, walk through the Carlton Gardens (pictured), admiring the World Heritage–listed Royal Exhibition Building, then head to Little Italy in Carlton’s Lygon St for a late-afternoon coffee or aperitivo.

Evening

Choose a pub in the inner north for a casual dinner – our favourites include the Royal Oak Hotel, Rainbow and Marquis of Lorne.
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DAY THREE

Alternative Melbourne

Morning

Spend the morning on and around Smith St in Collingwood, visiting contemporary art galleries, stopping for a coffee break at CIBI and checking out the Collingwood Yards arts hub.

Afternoon

Make your way to the historic Abbotsford Convent (pictured) to have lunch at Cam’s before wandering down to the trail next to the Yarra River (Birrarung) and taking a walk north to Dights Falls.

Evening

Bohemian, easy-going Brunswick offers some of the city’s best nightlife – have a drink at Bahama Gold in Brunswick East, then head to Sydney Rd to eat at Bar Magnolia and catch a live gig at the Brunswick Ballroom.
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If You Have More Time

With extra days to spend, you can see much more of the city. Take the train or a ferry to historic Williamstown and spend a morning admiring its streetscapes and city views before enjoying lunch at Sebastian on Williamstown Beach. After heading back towards the city centre, make your way to Fitzroy to admire the sunset from the rooftop bar at Naked For Satan before kicking on to dinner at Marion in Gertrude St.

Next morning, head south of the river to visit the Melbourne Holocaust Museum, Como House or Rippon Lea Estate. Then enjoy lunch in the Garden Restaurant at NGV International before exploring the galleries here. In the evening, attend a theatre, opera or musical performance at the Arts Centre, or head to one of the bars in Curtin House for a pre-dinner drink before proceeding to fashionable Gimlet for dinner.
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A City Day Trip

The Yarra Valley on Melbourne’s eastern edge is a tempting day-trip destination. Though best explored by car, there are also a number of companies offering organised tours from the city.

Start in the valley’s most attractive township, Healesville. Be sure to pop into the Kitchen & Butcher providore on the main street, which stocks quality local produce. Then make your way to TarraWarra Estate to visit its highly regarded art gallery and enjoy lunch and a glass of the estate’s excellent pinot noir or chardonnay.

Finish with a visit to the Healesville Sanctuary (pictured) to get up close to native critters including koalas, emus, kangaroos and wombats.
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On a Rainy Day

This is when Melbourne’s wonderful array of museums and art galleries comes to the fore – choose between the Ian Potter Centre: NGV Australia and ACMI (pictured) at Federation Square; NGV International, Australian Centre for Contemporary Art and Buxton Contemporary in Southbank; the Immigration, Hellenic and Chinese museums in the city centre; and the Melbourne Museum in Carlton. Most have on-site cafes or restaurants where you can take a break.

At night, enjoy a casual but refined dinner at Embla before letting the day draw to a close at the elegant Melbourne Supper Club.
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Get Prepared


Book Ahead

Three months before Book tickets for theatrical performances and major sporting events.

At least one month before Book your table at acclaimed restaurants such as Minamishima, the Flower Drum, Gimlet, Attica and Tipo 00.

Two weeks before Book guided tours, Kayak Melbourne experiences on the Yarra and tickets for AFL and cricket matches.



Manners Matter

Melburnians are generally laid-back, but some general rules apply. The most important is that this is an egalitarian city – treat people with courtesy and respect whatever their job. Queues here are orderly and respected.

Etiquette when meeting new people is to shake hands. In pubs, don’t crowd the bar and block those wanting to order. If included in a ‘shout’ (when someone buys you a drink) always reciprocate in kind.

Dress Codes

Patrons of upmarket restaurants dress to impress. At more casual restaurants, cafes, bars and pubs, the dress code is more relaxed, but wearing thongs (flip flops), singlets and swimwear is not acceptable in some establishments.

The weather in Melbourne (Naarm) is notoriously fickle, so it’s always a good idea to dress in layers and carry an umbrella. Hats, sunglasses and sunscreen are advisable in summer.

Things to Know

Opening days Many shops are closed on Sundays and some restaurants close on Sundays and/or Mondays.

Smoking and vaping Forbidden in all enclosed public spaces, including bars and pubs. Most drinking establishments have a beer garden, courtyard or street terrace where smoking is allowed.

Pedestrian etiquette Locals tend to walk on the left side of the footpath (sidewalk) in the direction they are headed. On escalators, stand on the left and walk on the right. Be aware that many footpaths are dual use, accommodating pedestrians, cyclists and scooter-riders.

Pub meal deals Most pubs offer special money-saving meal deals such as parma or steak nights on particular days of the week.


TIPPING

Tipping is the exception rather than rule in Melbourne. Most locals tip for good table service at restaurants, pubs, bars and cafes, but don’t tip when they order at a bar or counter.
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DAILY BUDGET

BUDGET: Less than $200

• Dorm bed $80

• Pub parma/burger and pot of beer $35

• Coffee in a cafe $6

• Club/gig ticket $30–50

MIDRANGE: $200–450

• Three-star hotel room $200–350

• Dinner with wine in a bistro or wine bar $80–150

• Guided tour $100

• Exhibition entry $25

TOP END: More than $450

• Luxury hotel room $350–700

• Cocktail in a bar $28

• Dinner with wine in a top restaurant $150–400

• Ticket to theatre or major event $250




Currency

Australian dollar ($)

Language

English

Time zone

Australian Eastern Standard Time (GMT/UTC plus 10 hours; plus 11 during daylight saving)




DISCOUNTED TICKETS

The Halftix booking service behind the Melbourne Town Hall on Little Collins St sells discounted tickets to theatrical and music events around the city on the day of the performance.
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When To Go

Autumn and spring are the ideal times to visit, as the weather is kind and there are festivals and events aplenty.


High summer can be swelteringly hot. If you are keen to enjoy more temperate weather as well as the long days bestowed by daylight savings, March is the best choice. April and May are also tempting, as the city’s parks and gardens put on a show of autumnal colours. Winter months are rainy and chilly, endured before spring and its blue skies arrive to general acclaim – November is particularly pleasant. December is bursting with festive cheer as locals gear up for Christmas and their annual January exodus to the beach. If that’s not varied enough, Melbourne (Naarm) weather is infamous for changing dramatically day to day, hour to hour.

The Big Events

January Melbourne grabs the world’s rapt attention every January, at the height of summer, when tennis players vie to take their place on centre court at the Australian Open at Melbourne Park. Those who can’t snag a seat in the stadium watch the action on screens in pubs and public spaces across the city.
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March Drawing petrolheads from across the globe, the Formula 1 Australian Grand Prix held in Albert Park is either loved or loathed by locals. One thing is sure – even if you don’t attend, you’re likely to hear the action.

March–April One of the world’s largest comedy festivals, the Melbourne International Comedy Festival stages a hugely popular programme of stand-up comedy, cabaret, theatre and street performances at multiple venues across the city.


June Providing a tonic for the winter doldrums, the RISING festival showcases innovative contemporary art, music and performance, bringing well-known names to the city and introducing many more.
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Cultural Crowdpleasers

January–February Get ready to party when Midsumma, the city’s annual celebration of Melbourne’s LGBTIQ+ community, kicks off around the city.

March With the famous World’s Longest Lunch as its centrepiece, the Melbourne Food & Wine Festival showcases the local eating and drinking scene and is enthusiastically supported by local foodies. Meals, talks and tastings are hosted by restaurateurs from around the city, country and globe.

March Landscape and floral design are celebrated at the crowd-pleasing Melbourne International Flower & Garden Show held in the historic Carlton Gardens.

November The largest celebration of live contemporary music in the southern hemisphere, ALWAYS LIVE turns up the volume on home-grown talent in venues across the city.


ACCOMMODATION LOWDOWN

Vacancies are scarce and room rates soar during the Australian Open, Grand Prix, AFL Grand Final (September) and Melbourne Cup Carnival (November) – book well in advance if you are visiting at these times. Prices also tend to shoot up on Friday and Saturday nights.







Getting There

Most international and domestic visitors arrive by air at Melbourne International Airport at Tullamarine (MEL), and limited numbers of domestic flights also arrive at the considerably less convenient Avalon Airport (AVV).


From the Melbourne International Airport to the City Centre

By Bus

SkyBus Departs every 10 to 15 minutes between 4am and 1am, taking 30 minutes to reach Southern Cross Station in the city centre. Tickets cost $22/36 one-way/return and must be purchased before boarding – do so online at skybus.com.au or from e-kiosks in the terminals. There are two bus stops – one for Terminals 2, 3 and 4 and a second at Terminal 1.

PTV Bus 901 Buses to Frankston depart every 20 to 30 minutes between 6.30am and 9pm from a stop outside Terminal 4. Alight at Broadmeadows Railway Station to connect with a train to the city centre. The full trip will take at least 1¼ hours and cost between $5.30 and $10.60. You’ll need a charged myki card to travel; purchase this from an e-kiosk in the terminal.

By Taxi or Carshare

The drive to the city centre takes approximately 30 minutes. Rideshare services have dedicated ranks outside terminals. Ubers pull up directly outside the Terminal 2 arrivals hall and in the carpark outside Terminal 4. Other services use the pick-up/drop-off zone across the road. There are also taxi ranks outside the gates at Terminal 1 and in the carpark at terminal 4, but rideshare fares are usually much cheaper (around $55 as opposed to $90).


Southern Cross Station

The terminal for interstate and regional buses and trains in the city centre. From here, trains and trams travel to points across the city centre, suburbs and state.



Other Points of Entry

Avalon Airport

SkyBus meets every major flight, taking 1¼ hours to reach Southern Cross Station in the city centre. Tickets cost $26.50/53 one-way/return. Rideshare services have a dedicated rank outside the terminal.





Getting Around

Melbourne (Naarm) is a city that sprawls. Its concentric layers – city centre, inner suburbs, outer suburbs and satellite regions – cover a huge area, but it’s one that is relatively easy (albeit time-consuming) to navigate due to good road and public-transport networks and a growing network of cycle paths and trails.


Tram

Taking a tram (pictured) is a great option if you are exploring the city centre, inner north and inner east, but there are no tram routes from the city centre to the western suburbs or to many parts of the outer eastern and southern suburbs. Services run every 10 to 30 minutes depending on the route and time of day, usually between the hours of 7.30am and midnight. Lines 19, 67, 75, 86, 96 and 109 operate 24 hours on Friday and Saturday nights, with services every 30 minutes. The city centre is a free tram zone, but you’ll need a myki card to travel outside it. Unfortunately, not all trams and tram stops are accessible.

[image: jpg]

RICHIE CHAN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Train

Trains are the best option if you’re heading to the western and southern suburbs and to some parts of the inner north. Services run every 20 minutes to one hour depending on the route and time of day, usually between the hours of 3.30am and midnight. There are all-night services on Fridays and Saturdays, running every 30 minutes from Flinders St (other city loop stations close at their usual times).


ESSENTIAL APP

The useful Public Transport Victoria (PTV) and tramTRACKER apps can be downloaded from the App Store or Google Play.
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Bus

Melbourne has an extensive bus network, with over 300 routes covering places where trains and trams don’t go (especially the outer suburbs). Services operate to wildly varying timetables.

Rideshare Services & Taxis

Rideshare services (particularly Uber and Didi) are almost always cheaper than taxis, and are considered safer by many passengers.

Bicycle

Melbourne has an ever-growing network of dedicated cycle paths and trails. Always wear a helmet. Lime (www.li.me) was trialling an e-bike and e-scooter hire service in the city at the time of research.

Car

Driving in Melbourne, particularly the inner city, can be challenging due to the need to share the road with trams. See vicroads.vic.gov.au for all details.

Car Hire

Major car hire companies have offices at Melbourne and Avalon Airports as well as in the city centre.

Parking

Most street parking in the inner city is metered (pay with a credit card or use the EasyPark app); fines for overstays are inevitable. Keep an eye out for ‘clearway’ zones (prohibited kerbside parking indicated by signs).

Public Transport Essentials

Travelcards

Buses, trams and trains require all passengers over the age of three to use myki, a ‘touch on, touch off’ travel-pass system. It’s not particularly convenient for short-term visitors as it requires the purchase of a $6 plastic myki card ($3 for children aged between four and 16) that must be loaded (‘topped up’) with credit before you travel. PTV has announced that in the future the system will be changed to enable tap-and-go payment options including credit cards, wearable devices like smart watches, digital wallets on smart phones and QR codes. No implementation date has been confirmed.

Myki cards can be purchased from machines at the airports, at some train stations and tram stops, with your Android phone via Google Wallet, at the PTV hub at Southern Cross Station or from 7-Eleven stores around the city.


Fares

For travel within metropolitan Melbourne (zones 1 and 2), the pay-as-you-go fare is $5.30/2.65 adult/child for two hours, capped at $10.60/5.30 for the day (the charge for a full day on weekends and public holidays is $7.20/3.60). A seven-day pass costs $53/26.50.

Touching On & Off

You must ‘touch on’ with your myki card before boarding a train and when on trams and buses. The only exception is if you are travelling within the free tram zone in the city.

You must touch off on buses and trains; it’s not necessary to do this on trams unless you are only travelling within zone 2 (check zones on the PTV website).

If you accidentally touch on in the free tram zone, you will be charged the two-hour fare.

Network Maps

Maps of the tram and train networks can be downloaded from the PTV (ptv.vic.gov.au) website.


Travel Costs

Myki card

$6

2-hour fare

$5.30

Daily fare

$10.60




FARE EVASION

If you are caught travelling without having touched on, the fine is $288.




MYKI FARES


	Ticket type
	Adult ($)
	Concession ($)

	2-hour
	5.30
	2.65

	full day (weekdays)
	10.60
	5.30

	full day (weekends & public holidays)
	7.20
	3.60






TICKET ZONES

The free tram zone covers the city centre and Docklands.

1

Zone 1 City centre and inner suburbs.

2

Zone 2 Outer suburbs.







A Few Surprises

Retained and reinvented relics of the past exist alongside time-worn traditions and pastimes in Melbourne (Naarm).


Barefoot Bowling

Once solely played by retirees sporting pristine white bowling outfits, lawn bowls has been embraced by the wider Melbourne community and is particularly popular with inner-city hipsters, who bowl bare-footed with a beer in hand. To join the fun, head to venues such as the Fitzroy Victoria Bowling & Sports Club in North Fitzroy’s Edinburgh Gardens and the Princes Park Bowls Club in North Carlton.

The W Class Reinvented

Trams are synonymous with the city. The classic ‘W’ class trams built between 1923 and 1956 have largely been decommissioned, but some have been repurposed – head to the Tram Cafe, where coffee and pastries are served in a beautifully restored example.
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Bring Your Own

A relic from the days of prohibitive alcohol licensing laws, a dwindling number of restaurants still allow diners to bring their own wine. This BYO (bring your own) tradition makes meals more affordable, even with a per person corkage charge. BYO restaurants include France-Soir in South Yarra, Tiamo in Carlton and The Recreation in North Fitzroy.

Sizzling Snags

Elections, school fetes and hardware stores (such as Bunnings) have one thing in common – the fundraising sausage sizzle. Serving sausages that have been grilled on a BBQ, placed on a slice of white bread and slathered in tomato sauce (ketchup) is a mainstay at community events and some farmers markets.
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OFFBEAT MELBOURNE

See the scaffold at the Old Melbourne Gaol where bushranger Ned Kelly philosophised ‘Such is life’ before being hanged.

Explore the Abbotsford Convent while listening to the evocative and sometimes disturbing Abbotsford Mysteries podcast.

Take a walk along Sydney Road in Brunswick for secondhand shopping, diverse eating options and a community vibe.

Pop into the Royal Arcade to enjoy a tarot reading or source a potion or charm at Spellbox.







Explore Melbourne



City Centre

Southbank, South Melbourne & Albert Park

St Kilda, Balaclava & Elsternwick

South Yarra & Prahran

East Melbourne, Richmond & Abbotsford

Fitzroy, Collingwood & Around

Carlton, Parkville & Brunswick

Williamstown & the West



Worth a Trip


Heide Museum of Modern Art

Phillip Island

Mornington Peninsula

Great Ocean Road

Yarra Valley

The Dandenong Ranges



Melbourne’s Walking Tours


Walk Marvellous Melbourne

Walk South Melbourne & Albert Park

Walk St Kilda

Walk Kings Domain

Walk Eastern Hill

Walk Historic Fitzroy

Walk South Parkville

Walk Historic Williamstown
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Explore

City Centre

Edged by the Yarra River (Birrarung) to the south, Parliament House to the east, the historic Carlton Gardens to the north and the rejuvenated Docklands precinct to the west, the grid of wide streets that comprise the city centre and the innumerable lanes and alleyways that link them thrum day and night. While not perhaps the shopping epicentre it once was, the ‘City’ (as it is commonly called) has most definitely retained its reputation for exceptional eating, drinking and theatre-going. With cultural attractions galore, including plenty of festivals, it’s no wonder that many visitors make it their first and only stop on a Melbourne (Naarm) itinerary.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walk

It’s easy to explore the city centre on foot.

[image: icon-tramgif]j Tram

Myki cards aren’t necessary for travel within the city’s free tram zone. See www.ptv.vic.gov.au for a map. There’s also a free hop-on, hop-off city circle tourist tram that travels from the Docklands and along La Trobe, Spring, Flinders and Spencer Sts.

[image: icon-traingif]d Train

City Loop trains stop at Parliament, Flinders, Southern Cross, Melbourne Central and Flagstaff stations. Myki cards are necessary.


THE BEST

HISTORIC MARKET Queen Victoria Market

CULTURAL HUB Federation Square

INDIGENOUS SITE Birrarung Marr

CLASSIC CAFE Pellegrini’s Espresso Bar

ROOFTOP BAR Siglo
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1Top Experiences

Queen Victoria MarketD1

Federation SquareE6

Birrarung MarrF6

Laneway Street ArtF5




1Experiences

1Old Melbourne GaolF2

2Old Treasury BuildingH5

3Pellegrini’s Espresso BarsG4

4Immigration MuseumC5

5ChinatownF4

6Chinese MuseumG3

7Hellenic MuseumC3

8Flinders LaneF5

9State Library of VictoriaE3

10Swanston StreetE3

11Wheeler CentreF3




5Eating

12EmblaF4

13Lee Ho FookF5

14SupernormalF5

15Tipo 00D4

16BrunettiE5

17Hardware SociétéD3

18Higher GroundA3

19SeedlingE5

20Cumulus IncG5

21Farmer’s DaughtersG4

Osteria Ilaria(see 15)

22Soi 38G4

23Chin ChinF5

24CodaF5

25Thai TideF4

26Daughter in LawG4

Tonka(see 13)

27Bar LourinhãG4

28Cellar BarG4

29The EuropeanG4

30MoVidaF5

31Flower DrumF4

32GimletF5

33Il BàcaroF4

34Reine & La RueD5

35StalactitesF3

36Supper InnF3

37Lulu’s Char Koay TeowD4

38MiznonD3




6Drinking

39HER RooftopE3

40Madame BrusselsG4

41Rooftop at QTF4

Siglo(see 29)

42Apollo InnF5

43Boilermaker HouseF3

44DessousF5

45Grill AmericanoG5

46Arbory AfloatE6

47CherryG4

48HeartbreakerF3

49Rooftop BarE3

50Caretaker’s CottageF3

51City Wine ShopG4

52Kirk’s Wine BarD3

53Melbourne Supper ClubG4

54Brother Baba BudanD4

55Dukes CoffeeE5

56MakerD4

57Square One RialtoB4




7Shopping

58City HattersE5

59Craft VictoriaE5

60NGV Design Store at Federation SquareF6

Hill of Content(see 28)

61Alpha60E5

62Henry BucksD5

63Oscar HuntD3

64Vintage SoleE5

65Block ArcadeE4

66Emporium MelbourneE3

67Royal ArcadeE4










WALKING TOUR

Walk Marvellous Melbourne

In 1885, English journalist George Augustus Sala coined the phrase ‘Marvellous Melbourne’ to describe the booming metropolis that was being constructed with the enormous wealth that the colony had acquired, courtesy of the gold rush. This walk traverses city streets adorned with magnificent buildings constructed during this period.


START

Windsor Hotel

END

Block Arcade

LENGTH

2.1km; 30 minutes

[image: jpg]


1 Landmark Hotel

The landmark Hotel Windsor opened in 1884 and functioned as a coffee palace for much of its early history. Today it is one of Australia’s most grand hotels, with chandeliers and a grand piano in the lobby, plus a high tea service and the Cricketers Bar.

2 Federici’s Haunt

Head north along Spring St, passing Parliament House, to the beautifully renovated Princess Theatre, home to big-budget musicals and opera singer Federici, the resident ghost. This French Second Empire–style building opened in 1886.

3 Boom Style Building

Turn left into Chinatown (Little Bourke St) with its traditional arches to reach the 1888 Sun Kum Lee Trading Company Building at number 112. Dating from 1888, this is one of the city’s best examples of Boom Style architecture – grandiose, lavishly ornamented buildings – constructed during the period’s economic boom.

4 Historic Arcade

Continue down Little Bourke St, turn left into Swanston St and enter the Bourke St Mall, home to department stores and the charming Royal Arcade, built between 1869 and 1870. Walk through the arcade to its domed Little Collins St exit, which is adorned with mechanised figures of giant brothers Gog and Magog flanking a clock.

5 Architectural Florishes

Turn right into Little Collins St. On the southeast corner of nearby Elizabeth St is the red-brick 1888 former City of Melbourne Building, the gabled, mansard-roofed design of which reflects the influence of American architecture of the time.

6 Venetian Homage

Continue west and turn left into Queen St. On the corner of Collins St is the spectacular 1883–84 ANZ Bank Building designed in a Venetian palazzo style. Enter the banking chamber to admire its grand interior.

7 Gothic Glory

Next to the bank, on Collins St, is the former Melbourne Stock Exchange at number 376–380, a Gothic Revival building built between 1888–91. It now houses the upmarket Reine & La Rue restaurant.

8 High Tea Finale

Continue down Collins St to reach the elegant Block Arcade, built in 1891 just before the boom period ended. Featuring an elaborately patterned mosaic floor, the arcade has always been a fashionable place to see and be seen. End your walk with a lamington and cup of tea in the Tea Rooms (gaze at the cakes in the window as you wait).



TOP EXPERIENCE

Federation Square

An urban focal point, Federation Square is a place to meet, celebrate, protest, watch major sporting events or simply hang out. Occupying a prominent city block, Fed Square is far from square: its undulating and patterned forecourt is paved with 460,000 hand-laid cobblestones from the Kimberley region in WA, with sight lines to important landmarks.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

If you’re in town when a major sporting event is held, join the crowds watching the action on the big screen here. Free live-music and film events are staged in summer.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for details of events and links to the square’s museums, bars and eateries.



Ian Potter Centre: NGV Australia

This annexe of the National Gallery of Victoria is home to the gallery’s important collection of Australian art. Set over three levels, it’s a mix of permanent (free) and temporary (sometimes ticketed) exhibitions showcasing paintings, decorative arts, photography, prints, sculpture and fashion.

On the ground level is the Wurrdha Marra gallery (meaning ‘many mobs’ in the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung language), which displays the work of First Nations artists, both established and emerging. Some of these artists include Tony Albert, Treahna Hamm, Kent Morris and Marlene Gilson.

Level 2 is home to the Australian Art galleries, and free volunteer-led tours of the gallery’s highlights are offered daily.

ACMI

An institution celebrating Australian film, television, video games and art, ACMI (formerly the Australian Centre for the Moving Image) offers a free interactive ‘Story of the Moving Image’ exhibition that takes visitors on a journey through the past, present and future of the moving image. Its interactive components allow you to assemble film scenes, create sound effects in a custom Foley studio and play classic and modern games in an arcade experience. Curated film programs and festivals are screened in the museum’s cinemas.

[image: jpg]
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Koorie Heritage Trust

To learn about the cultures and Songlines of the First Peoples of southeastern Australia, stop in at the Indigenous-run Koorie Heritage Trust, which has a reference library and small gallery in its headquarters in the Yarra Building. One of the outreach programmes that the trust runs is a series of cultural walking tours, including a public tour held every weekday at 1pm that focuses on the Birrarung Wilam (River Camp) Aboriginal art installations on Birrarung Marr and the history of the Kulin nation (an alliance of five Aboriginal nations in south-central Victoria). Book in advance at koorieheritagetrust.com.au.


QUICK BREAK

Fed Sq has plenty of eating and drinking options, including Indigenous-owned Big Esso by Mabu Mabu, and Victoria by Farmer’s Daughters, which has a terrace overlooking the Yarra.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Birrarung Marr

On the northern bank of the Yarra River (Birrarung) adjacent to Federation Square is Birrarung Marr, whose name means ‘River of Mists’ in the Woi Wurrung language. This terraced park features grassy knolls, riverside paths, public artworks and a thoughtful planting of indigenous flora.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

If travelling with children, stop at the playground on the western side of the ArtPlay building, which has swings, ramps, climbing frames, toilets and tables.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for information about the park.



The Park

The Birrarung’s banks were once lined with manna gums, majestic river red gums, drooping she-oaks and tea-trees. Fish and eels were plentiful (something referenced in the striking form of the Webb Bridge, designed by artist Robert Owen, in the Docklands area). Landscaping at Birrrarung Marr includes a dried riverbed lined with ghost gums and palms, creating a tranquil billabong feel.

It can be accessed from the square, from Princes Bridge, from the Main Yarra Trail and via two footbridges. The first of these, the William Barak Bridge, links Birrarung Marr with the MCG and is named after Wurundjeri man William Barak (1824-1903), an artist and respected spokesperson for his people. It features an installation by contemporary Melbourne sound artists Sonia Leber and David Chesworth in collaboration with members of First Nations communities including Wurundjeri woman Joy Wandin Murphy, who is one of William Barack’s descendants. The second, the Tanderrum Bridge, is a sculptural footbridge linking Federation Square with Melbourne Park.

The Artworks

The most important artwork in the park is Birrarung Wilam (Common Ground; pictured) by Indigenous artists Vicki Couzens, Lee Darroch and Treahna Hamm (2006). This environmental art project is made up of a mound campsite (puulwuurn) supported by two message sticks, a snaking eel path, five metal shields, a group of carved ancestor stones, interpretative panels, water vessels and an audio installation. To learn more, join the Birrarung Wilam (River Camp) walking tour run by the Koorie Heritage Trust at 1pm Monday to Friday.

Other artworks include the playful Once Upon a Slime (2008) by mosaic artist Helen Bodycomb, which is in front of the historic railway building now housing the ArtPlay workshop. Towards the park’s southeast corner are Deborah Halpern’s 10m-high mosaic-clad Angel (1988); Des McKenna’s red-gum Warin the Wombat (2002); Fiona Clarke and Ken McKean’s Eel Trap (2003); and Evangelos Sakaris’ Speakers Corner (1999), a pink granite monument marking the place where, between 1890 and the 1960s, orators would gather to articulate their views.
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QUICK BREAK

The riverside Princes Walk to the immediate west of the park is home to a number of bars and restaurants with outdoor terraces, the most popular of which is Riverland.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Queen Victoria Market

With more than 600 traders, ‘Vic Market’ is the largest open-air market in the southern hemisphere and one of the city’s most cherished places. Make a morning visit to enjoy the vibrant atmosphere and sample some of the fabulously fresh food and produce sold here.


map Google map


NIGHT MARKETS

On Wednesdays the upper sheds often host night markets where visitors can sample global food, drink at pop-up bars and listen to live music. Entry is free.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for practical details including opening days, hours and tours.



History

The land occupied by the market’s upper sheds was the location of the old Melbourne Cemetery, from 1837 to 1854. Burials continued on its southwestern edge until 1917 and around 6000 graves are still here.

The Meat & Fish Hall

The oldest market building is the Meat & Fish Hall, parts of which were built in 1869 to house the city’s first meat market. The purpose of this hall is clearly signalled on its Elizabeth St facade, which is embellished with a frieze of farm animals. Enter through the door under this, which leads directly into the fish section. A number of stalls in this building have been here for a century or more and are now operated by third- or fourth-generation family members. In 2023 a new food hall opened here; it can be accessed through a door on Victoria St.

The Deli Hall

Accessed via the Meat & Fish Hall or from Therry St, the art deco–style deli hall (pictured), which dates from 1929, has stalls selling everything from French cheese and Polish sausages to South African biltong. It’s a fabulous place to source meal or picnic supplies. There are also stalls selling takeaway food – of these, the Boreks Shop and Bratwurst Shop & Co in the hall’s southeast corner are the most popular. Another crowd-pleaser is Mörk Chocolate, which sells Swedish-style hot chocolate.

[image: jpg]
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The Fresh Produce Sheds

The most colourful part of the market, the fresh produce stalls in sheds A to D sell an extraordinary array of fruits and vegetables. Victoria has more land dedicated to farming than any other Australian state or territory, and this means that most of the produce here is local and seasonal. The quality here is excellent and also well priced – an enviable and unusual combination. Busiest on Saturday mornings, the sheds are wonderfully atmospheric, with traders loudly spruiking their wares and swapping banter with customers.

In Shed A, the Mussel Pot is a great spot for lunch. Operated by mussel farmers from the Bellarine Peninsula, its menu includes a sensational dish of steamed fresh mussels in a coconut chilli broth. In Queen St, close to F Shed, is the much-loved American Doughnut Kitchen (pictured) which has been selling hot jam doughnuts from this van since 1950.


QUICK BREAK

The Munro Building on Therry St next to the market houses a number of bars and cafes, including the Brick Lane Market brewhouse, ReWine wine bar and ST ALi & the Queen cafe.




NARRM NGARRGU LIBRARY

Opened in 2023, this three-level library in the Munro Building houses a multi-language collection, a children’s library with play spaces, a collection of Indigenous art and a tranquil rooftop terrace.



General Produce Sheds

Sheds E to L in the upper market are populated with an eclectic array of stalls selling everything from hats to hardware. If you are keen to source a cheap souvenir to take home, this is a good spot to do so. There’s also lots of food vans, Sicilian-style gelato, and the Romape Cibo da Strada coffee cart, which makes excellent espresso coffee and sells delectable cornetti (italian croissants) and ciambelli (doughnuts). Close by, in J Shed, is a whimsical copper kiosk occupied by Lunara, which sells authentic lokum (Turkish delight).
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TOP EXPERIENCE

Laneway Street Art

Melbourne has a vibrant street-art culture, with murals, graffiti, stencils, stickers, tags, poster art and 3D art adorning walls all over the city. The laneways off Flinders Lane are at the centre of the action, although there is also great work to see in Presgrave Place, Croft Alley, Meyers Place and Caledonian Lane. Outside the city centre, Fitzroy and Collingwood are home to some great work.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

For an informative tour led by a street artist, check out those offered by Melbourne Street Tours, or follow the self-guided tour at whatson.melbourne.vic.gov.au/things-to-do/walks/street-art.



AC/DC Lane & Duckboard Place

These two adjoining lanes are home to some of the city centre’s best street art. Look out for Mike Makatron’s 3D Bon Scott and his magic mountain mural. Also here are Steen Jones’ Melbourne rose tattoo mural and a huge mural of a man carrying a tree by Fintan Magee. In Duckboard Lane there is a real find – two parachuting rat stencils made by Banksy in 2010. These are on a doorway in the southeastern corner.

Hosier Lane

It may be the best known of the city’s street-art strips, but cobbled Hosier Lane is no longer the incubator of edgy art that it once was. That doesn’t put off Instagramers, though – more than 10,000 of them visit every day. There are still amazing works here, though – look out for Peter Drew’s AUSSIE posters, which can be spotted across the city and inner suburbs; for stencils and murals by Suki; and for neon-coloured works by Straker. Presiding over the ephemeral works here, some of which only last a day or two, is a massive mural of an Indigenous boy, the work of Adnate.



EXPERIENCES

Spend Time in the Slammer at the Old Melbourne GaolHistorical building

map Google map

Erected in stages between 1851 and 1864 (although hangings had occurred at this site as early as 1842), the bluestone Old Melbourne Gaol was in operation until 1924. The attached 1909 City Watch House was in operation until 1994. The original 1851 cell block with its slightly older central hall now houses a museum where you can see the tiny, bleak cells on a self-guided tour during the day or join spooky ‘Hangman’s’ or ‘Ghosts. What Ghosts!?’ tours at night. The night tours are not recommended for under 16s.

The gaol was the scene of 133 hangings – including that of Ned Kelly, Australia’s most infamous bushranger, in 1880. Women and children were imprisoned in a separate, now demolished, building – a dedicated exhibition recounts some of their sad tales. Other guided tours include ‘Life in the City Police Watch House’, where you get ‘arrested’ and thrown in the slammer (more fun than it sounds), and the ‘Escape Artists Tour’, which highlights the 60 reported escapes that occurred over the gaol’s history in an outdoor tour of the Historic Crime and Justice Precinct.

Explore the Gold Vaults in the Old Treasury BuildingMuseum

map Google map

Sitting majestically at the top of Collins St, the Renaissance Revival–style Old Treasury Building was built in stages between 1858 and 1862 to safeguard gold bullion during the gold rush era. One of the grandest Victorian-era buildings in the city centre, it’s now home to a museum tracing the development of the colonial city. Permanent exhibitions include ‘Melbourne: Foundations of a City’, which tells the story of the astonishing growth of Melbourne, and ‘The Gold Vaults’, which tells the story of Victoria’s Gold Rush. The ‘Yarra: Stories of Melbourne’s River’ exhibit reveals untold stories of the city’s ancient river (over one million years old in parts), including the struggle of First Nations people against invading Europeans. Free entry.

Enjoy an Espresso at Pellegrini’sCafe

map Google map

Bourke and Lonsdale Streets at the eastern end of the city centre have a long tradition as homes of the ‘spaghetti mafia’ – ie Italian-owned cafes and restaurants. In the 1930s these establishments were initially frequented mostly by local bohemians but later became popular haunts for students, politicians and Melburnians with adventurous palates. Fortunately, some of the original businesses still operate. These include Grossi Florentino (originally Café Florentino) and Pellegrini’s, an espresso and pasta bar established in 1954 by Italian brothers Leo and Vildo Pellegrini. The exterior, signage and interior of this city institution have hardly changed since it opened at a time when espresso machines were still rare in Melbourne. Sit at the counter and ask the staff what’s on offer; if it’s a hot day, order the granita.

Learn about Migration Journeys at the Immigration MuseumMuseum

map Google map

More than two-fifths of Melbourne’s residents were born overseas, with many of these people coming from India, China, England, Vietnam and New Zealand. Recounting the stories of these and many other people coming to Australia is the focus at the Immigration Museum, which is home to a number of galleries featuring interactive and temporary exhibits. The ‘Leaving Home’ and ‘Getting In’ exhibits are particularly engaging.


Tunnerminnerwait & Maulboyheenner

Five of the first nine executions that occurred in or around the Old Melbourne Gaol were of Indigenous men, subjected to unfamiliar English laws brought by colonists. The first executions, in 1842, were of Tasmanian men Tunnerminnerwait and Maulboyheenner, who had been convicted of the murder of two whalers in the Western Port area. More than 3000 colonists came to watch their hangings. The two men are memorialised in an artwork located near the corner of Victoria and Franklin Sts, close to the gaol. Created by Wurundjeri artist Brook Andrew with Trent Walter, the memorial is shielded from Victoria St by Indigenous food and medicine plantings.



Evoke the Gold Rush Era in ChinatownPrecinct

map Google map

Chinese immigrants arrived in great numbers during the 1850s, hopeful of making fortunes in the colony they described as ‘New Gold Mountain’. When, after periods of back-breaking work on the goldfields, they came to Melbourne for some R&R, the area bordered by Swanston, Little Bourke, Spring and Lonsdale Streets was where they gravitated to. Soon known as Chinatown, a descriptor it retains to this day, the area was home to restaurants, gambling parlours, opium dens and brothels, as well as benevolent societies. The grand buildings that once housed these societies still exist – look for the Asian grocery at 204 Little Bourke St, once the base of the Sam Yup Society. These days, Chinatown is known for its bars and eateries – popular choices include the elegant Flower Drum restaurant, late-night eatery Supper Inn, yum cha favourite Secret Kitchen and hip bars One or Two, Double Happiness and New Gold Mountain.

Meet the Dragon at the Chinese MuseumMuseum

map Google map

Its presence signalled by a large Chinese arch fronting Chinatown (Little Bourke St), the modest Chinese Museum down the laneway celebrates the history, heritage and culture of Chinese Australians. Although it caters predominantly to school groups, the museum provides a fascinating insight into this aspect of local history through temporary and permanent exhibits. One focuses on life on the goldfields in the 19th century while a gallery houses the world’s largest Chinese processional dragon – it’s so long it is arranged over two floors!

Learn About Greek Art & Culture at the Hellenic MuseumMuseum

map Google map

One of a number of immigration-related museums in Melbourne, the Hellenic Museum occupies a beautiful neoclassical building that originally housed the Royal Mint. Dedicated to showcasing the transformational power of Greek art, history and culture, and the contribution Greek immigrants have made to the city (Melbourne has one of the largest Greek diaspora communities in the world), the museum is small but has some compelling exhibitions, including an interactive exhibit about the Oracle of Delphi that brings its ancient tradition alive with the aid of AI. There’s a magnificent installation about what it means to be custodians of an ancient past that is the creation of noted Melbourne photographer Bill Henson; and an arresting sculpture inspired by one of the Parthenon statues that is the work of another local artist, Sam Jinks. Entry to the museum is free, but guided tours on the first Saturday of every month are charged; book for these at www.hellenic.org.au/tours.

Spot Art Deco ArchitectureArchitecture

Melbourne’s city centre is known for the magnificent Victorian-era buildings that were constructed with Gold Rush windfalls, but the streets here are also home to many architecturally significant art deco buildings dating from the 1920s and 1930s. When exploring the city streets, look out for the Majorca Building at 258–260 Flinders Lane, the Century Building at 125–133 Swanston St, Alkira House at 18 Queen St, Mitchell House on the corner of Lonsdale and Elizabeth Sts, and Yule House at 309–311 Little Collins St. A number of these were designed by Marcus Barlow (1890–1954), an architect known for his enthusiasm for innovative technologies such as air-conditioning and escalators. His Manchester Unity Building on the corner of Swanston and Collins Streets was the city’s first skyscraper and can be visited on one-hour guided tours offered one Sunday each month. Book via man chesteruni tybuilding.com.au/tours.

Explore Vibrant Flinders LanePrecinct

map Google map

Originally called Little Flinders Street, this historic part of the city centre had its name changed from ‘Street’ to ‘Lane’ in the 1940s, officially acknowledging the fact that the so-called rag traders (predominantly Jewish businesspeople involved in the textile and clothing – aka schmatte – trade) who had operated businesses here since the late 19th century had always called it ‘the Lane’. Many of the multi-storey warehouses and factories that lined both sides of Flinders St have been demolished, but a number remain in the stretch east of Swanston St. Flinders Lane is one of the most vibrant precincts in the city centre, home to a significant proportion of its best restaurants, bars, cafes, boutiques and commercial art galleries, and a walk along its length is mandatory if you want to get a true taste of the city’s contemporary life. Along the way, consider grabbing a coffee at Brunetti or Dukes Coffee, lunch at Cumulus Inc, dinner at Chin Chin or Supernormal and a drink at the Apollo Inn or Dessous.


Queer Melbourne

One of the long-standing catchphrases used by LGBTIQ+ activists – ‘We’re Not All Straight in the Garden State’ – underpins the importance of acknowledging the long-standing queer heritage of Melbourne. You can tour city sites that have played important roles in this history by following the free city-centre walking tours available on the Australian Queer Archives (queerarchives.org.au) website. And to read more about this rich history, check out ‘A History of LGBTIQ+ Victoria in 100 Places and Objects’, a recently produced report available on the Heritage Victoria website (heritage.vic.gov.au), or the ‘Out of the Closets, Into the Streets’ page on the Victorian Collections website (victoriancollections.net).



Soak Up Knowledge at the State LibraryLibrary

map Google map

The State Library of Victoria has been at the forefront of Melbourne’s literary scene since 1856. When its central La Trobe Reading Room was completed in 1913, the six-storey-high, reinforced-concrete octagonal dome was the world’s largest; its natural light continues to illuminate ornate plasterwork and studious Melburnians. The library’s original reading room, the Ian Potter Queen’s Hall, is lined with soaring columns and, like the equally magnificent Redmond Barry Reading Room, is a popular working space open to all. A number of galleries stage free exhibitions and the light-filled Children’s Gallery is worth a look if with younger kids. To learn more about the library, join a volunteer-run 45-minute tour at 10.45am and 1.45pm most days – bookings are essential.

The library remains a hub of city life, a popular meeting point and place to study, and the lawns out the front are often filled with office workers and RMIT students taking a break. A branch of Readings bookshop is just inside the Russell St entrance and the Mr Tulk cafe is on the La Trobe St side of the building.


CITY OF LITERATURE

Melbourne was designated the first UNESCO City of Literature in Australia – and only the second in the world – in 2008. An acknowledgement of the city’s rich literary culture, which encompasses libraries, local publishers, independent bookshops, literary festivals and journals, it is a fitting accolade for a city whose residents consume more books, magazines and newspapers per capita than any other city in Australia. Many of these avid readers are regular attendees at the literary-focused public talks presented by the Wheeler Centre (map Google map), housed in the southern wing of the State Library, and at the annual Melbourne Writers Festival (mwf.com.au).



Visit Swanston Street ’s Bohemian HubsContemporary Culture

map Google map

Melbourne’s reputation as the most bohemian city in Australia was set in 1868, when journalist Marcus Clarke and poet Adam Lindsay Gordon established the Yorick Club, a democratic drinking establishment for members of the city’s literary, artistic and scientific communities. Today a lot of the city centre’s artistic and avant-garde life centres around two historic buildings on Swanston St. The more vibrant of these is Curtin House, home to the design-focused Metropolis bookshop, popular bar-restaurants Cookie (Thai) and Mesa Verde (Mexican), the self-explanatory Rooftop Bar, and The Toff in Town (aka ‘The Toff’), a bar and live-performance venue. Meanwhile the Nicholas Building houses vintage clothing shops, artists’ studios and artist-run gallery spaces. Both are well worth a visit.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap     $ $ Moderate     $ $ $ Pricey
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Eating

Top Picks

Embla$$

map Google map

This wine bar serves fantastic food and has an eclectic but always interesting wine list. 3pm-late Mon & Tue, from noon Wed-Sat, noon-5pm Sun

Lee Ho Fook$$$

map Google map

Housed in an atmospheric old warehouse, this restaurant represents the very best in modern Chinese-Australian culinary wizardry. 6-10pm Mon-Sat

Supernormal$$$

map Google map

This huge Modern Asian place is perennially packed for good reason. Its bar is perfect for lone diners. noon-late

Tipo 00$$

map Google map

Is this Melbourne’s best pasta? According to its many fans, the answer is an emphatic yes. 11.30am-4pm & 5-9.30pm Mon-Sat

Cafe Food

Brunetti$

map Google map

City outpost of the Carlton behemoth. Good coffee, but even better pastries and cakes. 7am-10pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat, 8am-10pm Sun

Hardware Société$

map Google map

Serving Market Lane coffee, this hugely popular French-influenced cafe has two branches in the bustling Hardware Lane precinct. 8am-3pm

Higher Ground$

map Google map

In an old power station, this restaurant-cafe mash-up does everything well, including its coffee. 7am-5pm Mon-Fri, from 7.30am Sat & Sun

Seedling$

map Google map

Ethically sourced, minimally processed ingredients are used to make 100% gluten-free food. Serves turmeric, chai and matcha lattes, too. 7.30am-3.30pm, 9am-2pm Sat & Sun

Mod Oz

Cumulus Inc$$$

map Google map

Andrew McConnell’s bistro food is excellent, as is his wine list. The precursor to many such Melbourne eateries, this is the quintessential example. noon-11pm

Farmer’s Daughters$$$

map Google map

Celebrating the produce of Gippsland in Victoria’s southeast, this glamorous farm-to-table place has a deli, restaurant and rooftop bar. deli from 11.30am, restaurant from 11.30am Tue-Fri, from 5.30pm Mon, Sat & Sun

Osteria Ilaria$$$

map Google map

Italian food with a Mod Oz sheen is on offer at this on-trend eatery, along with an impressive wine list by the glass and bottle. noon-late Mon-Sat


Asian Eats

Soi 38$

map Google map

A queue is inevitable at this dirt-cheap Thai eatery inside a multi-level city car park. 11am-3pm & 5-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Chin Chin$$

map Google map

Join the party at this ultra-popular, always rowdy joint serving Southeast Asian hawker-style food with big flavours. 11am-late

Coda$$$

map Google map

Basement restaurant serving refined, wonderfully aromatic French-Vietnamese food created with quality produce. noon-3pm & 5.30pm-late Mon-Thu, noon-late Fri-Sun

Thai Tide$$

map

On-trend Thai restaurant with a relaxed vibe and impressive drinks menu. The set meals offer great value. noon-3pm & 5-9.30pm

Indian Eateries

Daughter in Law$$

map Google map

This diner serves modernised versions of classic Indian dishes and street snacks. noon-3pm & 5-10pm Wed-Sun, from 5pm Mon & Tue

Tonka$$$

map Google map

Elegant restaurant serving contemporary Indian dishes. At lunch, affordable thalis are available at the bar. noon-3pm & 5.30pm-late Mon-Thu, noon-late Fri-Sun

European Favourites

Bar Lourinhã$$

map Google map

Two decades after opening, Matt McConnell’s modern Portuguese and Spanish tapas bar is still going strong. noon-11pm Tue & Wed, till late Thu-Sat

Cellar Bar$$

map Google map

The menu offerings here come from the same kitchen as the pricier Grossi Florentino Grill. Good coffee too. 8am-late Mon-Sat

The European$$

map Google map

The menu here travels across France, Spain and Italy, delivering well-priced comfort food that’s guaranteed to please. noon-11pm

MoVida$$$

map Google map

Its location in graffitied Hosier Lane is about as Melbourne as it gets, but Frank Camorra’s tapas and raciones are authentically and deliciously Spanish. noon-3pm & 5-10pm

Fine Dining

Flower Drum$$$

map Google map

This exceptional, long-standing Cantonese restaurant is a lynchpin of the city’s famed dining scene. noon-3pm & 6-10.30pm Mon-Sat, 6-10.30pm Sun

Gimlet$$$

map Google map

Want glamour and a bit of fun, too? Gimlet is here to oblige, with exceptional cocktails and a seasonal menu of European dishes made with local produce. noon-midnight Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat

Il Bàcaro$$$

map Google map

Plating refined Italian dishes for nearly 30 years, this polished ristorante is perfect for small groups or single diners. noon-3pm & 6pm-late Mon-Sat

Reine & La Rue$$$

map Google map

Oh lá lá! This fine-dining newcomer occupies Melbourne’s grand former stock exchange building and is geared towards special occasions. noon-2.30 & 5.30pm-late

Budget Bites

Stalactites$

map Google map

Doling out late-night lamb, beef and chicken souvlakis for nearly 40 years, and now offering veggie and vegan versions. 11am-midnight Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat

Supper Inn$

map Google map

Climb the tatty stairs to reach this greatly loved but frills-free Cantonese late-night eatery, which is heading into its fifth decade. 5.30pm-2.30am

Lulu’s Char Koay Teow$

map Google map

Authentic, aromatic and delicious Penang char koay teow (stir-fried rice noodles). 11am-8pm Mon-Sat, 10.30am-3.30pm Sun

Miznon$

map Google map

Celebrity chef Eyal Shani has imported his people-pleasing formula for great street food from Tel Aviv to the Hardware Lane eating strip. noon-3pm & 5.30-9.30pm Tue-Sat

[image: img]
Drinking

Rooftop Bars

HER Rooftop

map Google map

Cocktails and Thai food can be sampled among the city skyscrapers atop the HER complex of eateries and bars. 11.30am-late

Madame Brussels

map Google map

Named after an infamous 19th-century brothel owner, this long-standing favourite has a totally uncategorisable fit out and a relaxed vibe. 4-11pm Wed, Thu & Sun, to 1am Fri & Sat

Rooftop at QT

map Google map

Slick all-weather hotel bar with a wooden deck, retractable awning and efficient heating system. 3pm-late Mon-Wed, noon-late Thu-Sun

Siglo

map Google map

In addition to having the best rooftop view in the city, this place also has the best wine list. Enter via the Melbourne Supper Club. 5pm-3am Tue-Sat

Classy Cocktail Bars

Apollo Inn

map Google map

The city’s classiest cocktail bar is a homage to intimate, dimly lit New York–style bars. 5pm-late Sat-Thu, from 3pm Fri

Boilermaker House

map Google map

Pours malt whisky (a huge range), craft beer and innovative cocktails to a blues soundtrack. 5pm-late Tue-Fri, from 4pm Sat

Dessous

map Google map

Claim a velvet chair in this atmospheric basement bar and relax over a drink and excellent bar snack or two. 5pm-late Tue-Sat

Grill Americano

map Google map

The walk-in-only marble bar at this slick steakhouse in Flinders Lane specialises in Italian-style cocktails and snacks. noon-late

Party Bars

Arbory Afloat

map Google map

Join the party on the spring- and summer-only pontoons of this bar on a decommissioned railway bridge over the Yarra. 11am-late


Cherry

map Google map

Melbourne’s most legendary live-rock bar has a downstairs dive bar and a dedicated band room upstairs. 7pm-2am Mon-Wed, from 5pm Thu, 5pm-4am Fri & Sat, 7pm-2am Sun

Heartbreaker

map Google map

A rockin’ jukebox, pool table and raucous atmosphere are the hallmarks at this Russell St drinking den. 5pm-1am Sun-Tue, to 3pm Wed, 3pm-3am Thu-Sat

Rooftop Bar

map Google map

Young Melburnians love the vibe and the burgers at this bar on the rooftop at Curtin House. noon-1am

Convivial Bars

Caretaker’s Cottage

map Google map

This diminutive bar-pub was deemed one of the best in the world in 2023’s World’s 50 Best Bars list. 4pm-1am Wed-Sat

City Wine Shop

map Google map

Sit at the bar or under the trees at a streetside table to enjoy excellent Mediterranean food and boutique wines. noon-late

Kirk’s Wine Bar

map Google map

Old and New World wines pair well with the oysters, cheese, charcuterie and daily pasta dish at this Hardware Lane institution. noon-late Tue-Sat

Melbourne Supper Club

map Google map

Head to this sophisticated upstairs bar to sink into a chesterfield, browse the encyclopaedic wine menu and relax. 5pm-3am Thu-Sat

Coffee Stops

Brother Baba Budan

map Google map

This cafe serving coffee made with Seven Seeds beans is tiny. Order to go. 7am-5pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun

Dukes Coffee

map Google map

Flinders La joint serving dark-roast coffee. Enjoy your choice on a bar seat or order to go. 7am-4.30pm Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm Sat

Maker

map Google map

A Hardware La favourite, with minimalistic decor and coffee made with house-roasted beans. 7am-4pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun

Square One Rialto

map Google map

Donating 10% of its profits to social enterprise Common Ground, this cafe serves coffee made with house-roasted beans. 7.30am-4pm Mon-Fri, 8am-3pm Sat

[image: img]
Shopping

Our Picks

City Hatters

map Google map

If you’ve arrived in Melbourne in summer without a hat, source one at this historic shop under Flinders Street Station. 9.30am-6pm Mon-Fri, 10am-5pm Sat & Sun

Craft Victoria

map Google map

This boutique operated by a not-for-profit arts organisation sells contemporary craft and design products made by local creatives. 11am-5pm Tue-Fri, to 4pm Sat

NGV Design Store

map Google map

The gallery’s Fed Sq shop stocks Australian limited-edition prints, posters, design books and design-driven gifts. 10am-5pm


Hill of Content

map Google map

Established 1922, Melbourne’s oldest bookshop has an extensive stock of books on art, classics and poetry. 10am-5pm Sun, to 6pm Tue-Thu & Sat, to 7pm Fri

Clothing

Alpha60

map Google map

In two locations within the Hogwartsian chapter house of St Paul’s Cathedral, this stylish boutique sells women’s clothing designed by siblings Alex and Georgie Cleary. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat, 11am-5pm Sun

Henry Bucks

map Google map

The outfitter of Melbourne’s establishment stocks luxury brands and a cheaper house-labelled line of men’s clothing. 9am-5.30pm Mon-Thu, to 6.30pm Fri, to 5pm Sat, 10am-4.30pm Sun

Oscar Hunt

map Google map

Make an appointment at this showroom and workshop in Hardware Lane, where you can have suits made to measure. 8.30am-6pm Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm Sat

Vintage Sole

map Google map

In Cathedral Arcade on the ground floor of the bohemian Nicholas Building, this is one of Melbourne’s largest vintage boutiques. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat, noon-5pm Sun

Arcades & Malls

Block Arcade

map Google map

Elegant Victorian-era arcade that is home to businesses including the proudly Australian Haigh’s Chocolates and the National Trust’s vintage clothes shop, Vault. hours vary

Emporium Melbourne

map Google map

The city centre’s best mall, with a good range of shops and a popular food court. 10am-7pm Sat-Wed, to 9pm Thu & Fri

Royal Arcade

map Google map

Victorian-era arcade that’s home to a number of quirky stores, including Babushka Russian Dolls, Curiosity Merchants and Spellbox. Melbourne chocolatier Koko Black is here too. hours vary





Explore

Southbank, South Melbourne & Albert Park

South Melbourne is one of the city’s oldest suburbs, where early residents were predominantly labourers who lived in modest and often temporary homes. Things changed following the gold rush, when handsome terraces and ornate villas began to line residential streets, particularly in the sought-after beachside enclave of Albert Park. These days, this part of town is well and truly gentrified and local residents make the most of the historic shopping strips, parks and beach. Southbank, the area on the southern stretch of the Yarra (Birrarung) opposite the city centre, is very different. Originally home to factories, wharves and warehouses, it’s now dominated by the Melbourne Arts Precinct, high-rise apartment blocks and the monolithic Crown Casino complex.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walk

The Southbank arts precinct is an easy walk from the city centre.

[image: icon-tramgif]j Tram

Tram 1 travels from Swanston St, stopping outside the Arts Centre and NGV International (stop 14) before turning into Southbank Blvd and Sturt St. From Southbank it continues to South Melbourne and Albert Park before terminating at the beach – for Gasworks, alight at stop 31 (Graham St). For South Melbourne Market, take tram 96 from Bourke St and alight at the market stop.


THE BEST

CULTURAL HUB NGV International

HISTORIC MARKET South Melbourne Market

CONTEMPORARY GALLERY Australian Centre for Contemporary Art

WATER ACTIVITY Kayak Melbourne

THEATRE & MUSIC VENUE Arts Centre Melbourne
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1Top Experiences

NGV InternationalF2

South Melbourne MarketC5




1Experiences

1Arts Centre MelbourneE1

2Malthouse TheatreE3

3Riverslide Skate ParkF1

4Australian Centre for Contemporary ArtE3

5Gasworks Arts ParkA8

6Kayak MelbourneF1




5Eating

7St AliC5

8Dundas & FaussettA4

9JuniperC5

10Pipis KioskC8

11Rockpool Bar & GrillC2

12Commune WineE1

13Bellota Wine BarD6

14Village Wine BarA4

15D\.O\.C\. Pizza & Mozzarella BarD1

16Fritz GelatoB5

17Jock’s Ice Cream & SorbetB8




6Drinking

18Code Black CoffeeC5

19Espresso Albert ParkB8

20Market Lane CoffeeC5

21Padre CoffeeB5

22Albert Park HotelB4

23Hotel South MelbourneC4

24Lamaro’sD7

25HophausE1

26Ponyfish IslandE1




7Shopping

27Made in JapanD6

28NestC5

29Vincent DesignC5

30NGV Design StoreF2

31Avenue BookstoreA4

32Coventry BookstoreC5

33Albert & VictoriaA4

34FlannelB4

35Lana BergD6










WALKING TOUR

Walk South Melbourne & Albert Park

On this walk through South Melbourne’s leafy streets and the adjacent bayside enclave of Albert Park, you’ll pass many handsome buildings that were built with gold rush windfalls in the 19th century. Start things off with some of the city’s best coffee, then bookend your stroll with post-swim, fish and chips.


START

South Melbourne Market

END

Kerferd Road Pier

LENGTH

3.2km; 50 minutes

[image: jpg]


1 Cafe Cluster

South Melbourne is known for its coffee culture, and some of the city’s best cafes are located in Coventry and Cecil Sts immediately south of the market. For a top-notch coffee to fuel your walk, try Juniper, Market Lane Coffee and Code Black Coffee on Coventry St.

2 A Fashionable Address

Walk south along Cecil St, passing Finn Barr, a handsome boom-style mansion with a tower built in 1885. It was designed by fashionable architect Frederick de Garis, who designed a number of houses and terraces on this street.

3 South Melbourne Town Hall

Continue to Bank St and veer left to admire the majestic South Melbourne Town Hall, designed by prominent 19th-century architect Charles Webb. Built in 1879 before the suburb’s name changed to South Melbourne, its triangular pediment features the words ‘Town of Emerald Hill’.

4 Memorialising WWI

Backtrack to Cecil St and turn left. Cross Park St and then turn left again into James Service Pl, home to a Memorial Hall built between 1924 and 1925 to honour the soldiers and sailors who had fought in WWI. Veer left into Ferrars Pl and right into Bridport St. Cross busy Ferrars St and head north until you reach St Vincent Pl.

5 St Vincent Place

Laid out in the 1850s, St Vincent Pl retains many grand 19th-century residences and is one of the city’s most prestigious residential addresses. Rochester Terrace on St Vincent Pl South, which stretches from number 33 to 51, was built in stages from 1869 and is particularly impressive.

6 Bridport Street

After walking around the square, head south on Montague St to reach the Bridport St shopping precinct. In the middle of the shops is the four-storey former Albert Park Coffee Palace at number 152. Opened in 1889, it was one of many coffee palaces built in Melbourne as part of the temperance movement to curb the consumption of alcohol.

7 Kerferd Rd Pier & Hotel Victoria

Walk west along Victoria Ave, turn left into Richardson St and then right into Kerferd Rd. At the end of this broad boulevard are the grand late-19th-century Hotel Victoria and Kerferd Rd Pier. Finish your walk with a swim at the beach here and perhaps some fish and chips from popular Pipis Kiosk on the foreshore.



TOP EXPERIENCE

NGV International

The big daddy of Melbourne’s cultural institutions occupies a prominent position on St Kilda Road and an equally prominent place in the hearts of Melburnians. The collection at the National Gallery of Victoria (NGV) more than lives up to the gallery’s cheekily grandiloquent name. For Australian and First Nations art, visit the Ian Potter Centre: NGV Australia at Fed Sq.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Check the website before you visit – advance booking for ticketed exhibitions and events such as NGV Friday Nights is advisable. Bookings aren’t necessary for the free daily tours of collection highlights.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for information about gallery exhibitions.



The Building

Australian architect Roy Grounds worked on the NGV project from 1959 until the building opened in 1968. The result, a giant bluestone palazzo with three internal courtyards, was set in a moat and had a distinctive entrance featuring an arch and water wall. Controversial when it opened, it is now considered one of the masterpieces of Australian modernism.

Ground Level

Temporary exhibition spaces occupy the ground floor, along with ticket and information services, cafe and restaurant and the browse-worthy NGV Design Store. This makes for a busy environment. To escape the crowds, head to the Great Hall (pictured) to see the incredible stained-glass ceiling, designed by Australian artist Leonard French (1928–2017) and thought to be the largest in the world. From here you can access the garden.

Level 1

The Asian Galleries on level 1 feature a changing lineup of items from the gallery’s impressive collections of Chinese, Indian, Korean, Japanese and Southeast Asian art. These range from Neolithic pieces to the work of leading contemporary artists and designers. Also on this floor are the British and European (13th to 16th centuries) galleries.

[image: jpg]
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Level 2

European paintings are the showstoppers on this floor, with five galleries devoted to British and European art from the 16th to 18th centuries. Don’t miss Tiepolo’s massive Banquet of Cleopatra (1743–44). There are also galleries showcasing works from the collections of international 19th- and 20th-century art here – look for JMW Turner’s Falls of Schaffhausen (c 1845) and Picasso’s Weeping Woman (1937), the subject of an audacious and still unsolved theft in 1986 (it was returned shortly after being taken). Items from the NGV’s collection of early and mid-20th-century modernist design are also exhibited here.


QUICK BREAK

The gallery’s Garden Restaurant serves Mediterranean food at its indoor and outdoor tables. Bookings are advisable for both it and the popular Tea Room on level 1.





TOP EXPERIENCE

South Melbourne Market

Over its 150-plus years, the South Melbourne Market has weathered fires, bombings and the advent of the modern shopping mall. Despite this, its status as one of Melbourne’s neighbourhood treasures remains, and residents of the inner south wouldn’t dream of shopping anywhere else.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The market is open on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 8am to late afternoon. It’s most vibrant in the morning, so consider visiting around 11am and staying for lunch.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for practical information and notices of special market events, including guided tours.



Fresh Produce & More

The market is organised around four main aisles. Delis, fromageries, butchers, fishmongers and poulterers line both sides of the aisle on the western side of the complex. Noisy and crowded, this aisle is the market’s epicentre. It’s also where you’ll find the market’s famous Oyster Bars, where shoppers slurp freshly shucked oysters. Most fruit, vegetable and flower stalls front Coventry St. Along smaller inner aisles you can find everything from a Chinese medicine practitioner to patisseries, a tarot reader and a teddy bear shop. Wander around and in no time you’ll find something you didn’t know you needed.

Market Eats

One of the market’s major claims to fame is its impressive array of eateries, many of which front Cecil St on the market’s eastern edge. Much-loved SMM Dim Sims (in business since 1949 and famous city-wide for its ‘dimmies’) and ever-busy newcomer Köy Gözleme sell food to go, while places like Simply Spanish (known for its paella) and Claypots Evening Star offer seated dining. Seating is also available in the market food hall on the southwest corner, which is where you’ll find Fritz Gelato as well as stands selling sushi, börek and bánh mì. For a coffee, head to Padre Coffee at the market’s centre.



EXPERIENCES

Attend a Performance in the Arts Centre MelbourneCultural Venue

map Google map

Designed by modernist architect Roy Grounds and opened in the 1980s, parts of the Arts Centre Melbourne are built into the banks of the Yarra River (Birrarung). The centre houses four performance venues and its latticed spire is one of the city’s most recognisable landmarks. The complex is the home base of the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra; one of the bases of the Melbourne Theatre Company; and the Victorian base of both the Australian Ballet and Opera Australia. It also hosts major touring companies and artists. Book tickets for all performances in advance.

Also here is the Australian Performing Arts Collection, which includes over 800,000 items. Tours of the collections store are offered on weekends throughout the year – book online. When visiting, don’t miss German-Australian sculptor Inge King’s monumental 1976 black steel sculpture Forward Surge, which is in the sloping grassed space between the two buildings.

See a Show at the Malthouse TheatreTheatre

map Google map

Dedicated to promoting Australian works, the exciting Malthouse Theatre stages interesting productions in a venue converted from an atmospheric old brick malthouse. Both Australian and international acts play here, with the intention of sparking conversation and debate.

Practise your Backsides & Blunts at Riverslide Skate ParkSkate Park

map Google map

Just past the historic boathouses on the southern bank of the Birrarung, the public Riverslide Skate Park in the Alexandra Gardens features a range of surfaces and obstacles, making it popular with skaters of all ages and abilities. There’s also a cafe overlooking the action and a shop selling boards, hardware and safety equipment. The YMCA runs skateboard lessons here, including girls-only sessions; book via riverslide.ymca.org.au.

Contemplate the Cutting Edge at ACCAArt Gallery

map Google map

Constructed from rusted steel referencing the warehouses, foundries and sheds that formerly occupied this site a few streets southwest of the NGV International, the building housing the Australian Centre for Contemporary Art (ACCA) is as sculptural and visually arresting as the cutting-edge exhibitions presented inside. Completed in 2002, the gallery opened with a mission to commission and exhibit risk-taking and experimental Australian and international contemporary art. The nearby Buxton Contemporary in the Victorian College of the Arts campus of the University of Melbourne has a similar mission and is also recommended. Entrance to both galleries is free.

Stock Up at the Gasworks Farmers MarketMarket

map Google map

Held on the third Saturday morning of every month, this wonderful showcase of fresh Victorian produce is held in the grounds of Albert Park’s Gasworks Arts Park, a former gas plant reborn as a cultural precinct comprising artists’ studios, galleries and a theatre. Presented by the Victorian Farmers’ Markets Association, stalls are run by farmers selling their own produce, much of which is organic. The festive atmosphere is enhanced by buskers, plenty of grass to picnic on and a tract of grass dedicated to weekly dog-training classes – children love watching these. The park’s artists’ studios are also open to the public at this time. If you can’t make it for the market, the park hosts many other events – check gasworks.org.au for details.

Paddle the Yarra with Melbourne KayaksKayaking

map Google map

For a different perspective of the city centre and Southbank, take to the water in the stable sea kayaks operated by tour company Kayak Melbourne. Tours are suitable for novices; supervised children aged 10 and over are welcome on daytime tours but moonlight tours are limited to children aged 12 and over. As well as being expert kayakers, the company’s guides are well versed in Melbourne’s history and impart lots of interesting facts while you paddle. Moonlight tours conclude with a simple dinner while the River to Sky tour concludes with a visit to the Melbourne Skydeck on the 88th floor of Eureka Tower – the highest observation deck in the southern hemisphere.


Melbourne Arts Precinct Transformation

To be housed in a purpose-designed building, NGV Contemporary will be Australia’s largest gallery dedicated to contemporary art and design and is the lynchpin of the Victoria State Government’s $1.7 billion transformation of the Southbank arts precinct. When opened, it will be the third contemporary art gallery in Southbank, joining the Australian Centre for Contemporary Art (ACCA) and Buxton Contemporary. The precinct redevelopment also includes an upgrade of theatres at the Arts Centre and the creation of a 18,000-sq-metre urban garden. Construction of the gallery, which will be located behind the main NGV building, is scheduled to commence in 2024, with the upgrade completed by 2028.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap     $ $ Moderate     $ $ $ Pricey

[image: img]
Eating

Cafe Food

ST ALi $

map Google map

The home base of a growing coffee empire, this roastery and cafe serves tasty global brunch dishes. 7am-3pm Mon-Fri, to 4pm Sat & Sun

Dundas & Faussett$$

map Google map

Popular with Albert Park residents, this corner cafe with ample streetside seating offers coffee, drinks and Asian-accented food. 7am-5pm

Juniper$

map Google map

Near South Melbourne Market, this place sells the best sandwiches south of the river. The coffee’s good too. 8am-3pm

Water Views

Pipis Kiosk$$

map Google map

On the beach next to the Kerferd Rd Pier, Pipis is far more sophisticated than the usual beach kiosk. Dine in the glass pavilion or order fish and chips from the takeaway window. 6pm-late Wed, noon-2.30pm & 6pm-late Thu-Sat, noon-2.30pm Sun

Rockpool Bar & Grill$$$

map Google map

Specialising in dry-aged beef, this classy steakhouse on the Yarra Promenade is part of the much-lauded Australia-wide Rockpool restaurant empire. noon-2.30pm & 6-9pm

Commune Wine$$

map Google map

Southbank wine bar that’s a popular pre-theatre destination. Good Mod Oz food and an expertly curated wine list. 4-11pm Wed, Thu & Sat, from noon Fri

Wine Bars

Bellota Wine Bar$$$

map Google map

This stylish wine bar and bistro is an extension of the adjoining Prince Wine Store, so it’s not surprising that the wine list is stellar. Good food, too. noon-11pm Tue-Sat

Village Wine Bar$$

map Google map

Popular Albert Park eatery with friendly staff and an impressive wine list. Food can be disappointing – we suggest sticking to pasta. noon-11pm

D.O.C. Pizza & Mozzarella Bar$$

map Google map

A cross between a pizzeria and wine bar, the Southbank branch of the D.O.C. empire is tucked away at the rear of the Southbank complex, opposite the Melbourne Skydeck. noon-late Mon-Fri, 5pm-late Sat & Sun

Artisanal Ice Cream

Fritz Gelato$

map Google map

In the South Melbourne Market food court, this stall creates delicious flavour combinations such as raspberry and panna cotta, chilli chocolate and strawberry bliss. Many are gluten- and dairy-free. 9am-4pm Wed, Fri, Sat & Sun

Jock’s Ice Cream & Sorbet$

map Google map

The name says it all – this business near the Kerferd Road Beach has been a popular pit stop for iced treats for over two decades. noon-8pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Coffee Stops

Code Black Coffee

map Google map

The South Melbourne branch of this popular Melbourne coffee roastery serves dark-roast brews and tasty brunch dishes. 7am-4pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat & Sun

Espresso Albert Park

map Google map

On Park St in Albert Park, this espresso bar is conveniently located near the beach promenade. It offers classic Italian-style coffee, home-made biscotti and delicious foccacias to go. 7am-3pm Tue-Fri, from 7.30am Sat & Sun

Market Lane Coffee

map Google map

We’ve lost count of how many branches of this Melbourne coffee roastery are in existence across the city, but can attest to the fact that their coffee is consistently good, including at this branch opposite the South Melbourne Market. 7am-3pm, to 4pm on market days

Padre Coffee

map Google map

In the South Melbourne Market (stall 33), this outfit was one of the speciality coffee roasters that kick-started the third-wave coffee movement for which Melbourne is now internationally renowned. Take-away only. 7am-4pm Wed, Fri, Sat & Sun

Pubs

Albert Park Hotel

map Google map

Chilled chardonnays, sparkling wines and craft beers go down a treat at this scene-ish local watering hole, which sports two bars and a Chinese restaurant. noon-late

Hotel South Melbourne

map Google map

Dating from 1854, this local institution is operated by the owners of the Golden Hills Brewery in outer Melbourne. Punters can enjoy a parma and beer in the public bar; more sophisticated meals are on offer in the dining room. noon-11pm Sun-Thu, till late Fri & Sat

Lamaro’s

map Google map

Long renowned as a foodie destination, this South Melbourne gastropub has been a meeting place for locals since the 1850s. The dining room with its open fire is particularly welcoming in winter. noon-midnight

Bars

Hophaus

map Google map

Popular with CBD and Southbank office workers, this joint on the mid level of the Southbank complex behind the Arts Centre has a terrace beer garden overlooking the Yarra. noon-11pm

Ponyfish Island

map Google map

Not content with hiding bars down laneways or on rooftops, Melburnians constantly find ever more creative spots to do their drinking, one of which is this venue underneath a pedestrian bridge arcing over the Yarra. 11am-1am

[image: img]
Shopping

Homewares & Design

Made in Japan

map Google map

Affordable and attractive ceramics and tableware made by small family-run businesses in Japan can be sourced at this South Melbourne showroom.

Nest

map Google map

One of a number of South Melbourne boutiques offering artfully displayed bed linen, cosmetics, toiletries, clothing and accessories.

Vincent Design

map Google map

Homewares, furniture, clothing and accessories created by Australian and international designers are shown to advantage in this minimalist showroom near South Melbourne Market.

NGV Design Store

map Google map

A fantastic shop attached to NGV International selling a range of beautiful arty books, cards, jewellery and ceramics, apparel and special-edition pieces themed to current exhibitions.

Bookshops

Avenue Bookstore

map Google map

Browsing is encouraged at this excellent independent bookshop in Albert Park Village, which has particularly strong fiction, design and cooking sections.

Coventry Bookstore

map Google map

Despite its modest size, this independent trader packs a punch. Little bookworms will appreciate the dedicated children’s room.

Clothing

Albert & Victoria

map Google map

Inspired by the boho-chic looks of the 1970s, designer Melissa Langford creates limited-edition ensembles featuring upcycled pieces and vintage fabrics.

Flannel

map Google map

Boutique showcasing the trademark Albert Park look of natural fabrics and neutral colours.

Lana Berg

map Google map

Catering to women of diverse body sizes, this South Melbourne boutique stocks up-to-the-moment styles in a profusion of colours.





Explore

St Kilda, Balaclava & Elsternwick

St Kilda and the inner-bayside suburbs of Elwood, Balaclava and Elsternwick are located on the traditional land of the Yalukit-willam clan of the Boon Wurrung people. Densely populated today, each of these neighbourhoods has a distinctive character. As well as their popular beaches, St Kilda and Elwood have a rich variety of 19th- and 20th-century architectural styles. In the post-WWII years many artists and writers lived here and in the 1970s and 1980s this was the epicentre of the city’s alternative music scene. Some live-music venues remain but the suburb’s reputation as an eating and drinking hotspot has eroded in recent years. Away from the water, East St Kilda, Balaclava and Elsternwick have been home to a large proportion of Melbourne’s Jewish population since the 1930s.



[image: jpg]

See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-tramgif]j Tram

St Kilda can be reached on tram 16, which travels from the city centre south along St Kilda Rd, or on tram 96, which journeys from East Brunswick via Bourke St, South Melbourne, Albert Park and Middle Park.

[image: icon-traingif]d Train

Balaclava, Rippon Lea and Elsternwick stations are on the Sandringham train line.

[image: icon-cyclegif]q Bicycle

Dedicated cycle lanes run along St Kilda Rd. The shared pedestrian and cycle Bay Trail runs through St Kilda and Elwood.


THE BEST

BEACH FUN St Kilda Foreshore

HOUSE MUSEUM Rippon Lea Estate

LIVE MUSIC Esplanade Hotel

INDIGENOUS ART Vivien Anderson Gallery

JEWISH HISTORY Melbourne Holocaust Museum
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1Top Experiences

St Kilda ForeshoreB3

Melbourne Holocaust MuseumH6

Rippon Lea EstateH6




1Experiences

1Victorian Pride CentreC1

2Esplanade HotelB2

3Linden New ArtC2

4Vivien Anderson GalleryE2

5Acland StreetD3

6Elwood BeachC6

7St Kilda Botanical GardensE4




5Eating

8AtticaH6

9CicciolinaD3

10StokehouseC3

11MoonhouseG3

12TulumG3

13Claypots Seafood BarD4

14I Carusi IID4

15Post Office Club HotelE2

16All Things EqualH4

17Baker BluH4

18FitzroviaD1

19Plain SailingE6

20Saul’s SandwichesG3

21PiccolinaD3




6Drinking

22Prince BandroomC2

Stokebar(see 10)

23Bar Di StasioC2

24Batch EspressoG3

25Wall CoffeeG3




7Shopping

26ReadingsD3

Hares & Hyenas(see 1)

27Scout HouseD1










WALKING TOUR

Walk St Kilda

Starting on St Kilda’s infamous main boulevard of Fitzroy St and ending at the botanical gardens near Acland St, this walk offers insights into the suburb’s notable architecture, bohemian history and current status as a centre for contemporary art and hub for the city’s LGBTIQ+ community.


START

Old St Kilda Train Station

END

St Kilda Botanical Gardens

LENGTH

1.9km, 45 minutes

[image: jpg]


1 Remnant of Bohemia

From the decommissioned St Kilda Railway Station building, walk south down Fitzroy St. On the right side you’ll pass the Tolarno Hotel, once owned by French emigres Georges and Mirka Mora, who were prominent in St Kilda’s bohemian subculture in the 1960s and 1970s. The ground floor is decorated with murals by Mirka.

2 The LGBTIQ+ Community’s New Home

Opposite the hotel is the Victorian Pride Centre, a recent addition to the Fitzroy streetscape. Pop into the eye-catching building to view exhibitions in the dedicated art space on ground level.

3 A Fashionable Address

Continue walking south until you reach Acland St. On the corner here is Summerland Mansions, a block of mansion flats and ground-floor shops dating from 1920–21. In St Kilda’s early 20th-century heyday, this was one of the suburb’s most glamorous addresses.

4 Homes on the Hill

Turn east into leafy Acland St. In the suburb’s earliest incarnation, a number of Italianate mansions and terraces were built on the hill here, including the houses from numbers 7 to 13. Many of these were demolished after WWI and replaced with apartment blocks.

5 Church Complex

Occupying a prominent position on the corner of Eildon Rd, the Christ Church Complex comprises four main buildings: a 1850s sandstone church, bishop’s residence, vicarage and parish hall. The hall is now home to Theatre Works, one of Australia’s longest-running independent theatres.

6 Sleek & Streamlined

Veer into St Leonards Ave to admire the ‘nautical moderne’–style Del Marie at number 4, built in 1938 and one of the many splendid art deco apartment blocks in this part of St Kilda.

7 Victorian-Era Splendour

Back on Acland St, continue east until you reach two significant Victorian-era mansions. Linden, on the left at number 26, was built in 1870. Halcyon, located opposite at number 53, dates from 1886.

8 Sweet Indulgence

Heading downhill, cross Carlisle St and walk along the Acland St shopping strip, stopping for a coffee and cake at local institution Monarch Cakes. At the end of the street continue southeast to finish at the historic St Kilda Botanical Gardens.



TOP EXPERIENCE

St Kilda Foreshore

Beautification of St Kilda’s foreshore started in 1905 and was overseen by Italian-born landscape designer, Carlo Catani. His design has stood the test of time – palm trees sway by the sandy beach and promenade, 6 hectares of landscaped gardens provide greenery and shade, and the beach and nearby attractions draw large crowds in summer.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The water quality of Port Phillip Bay’s beaches can be compromised for up to 48 hours after rain. If planning to swim, check the regularly updated Beach Report page on the Environment Protection Authority (epa.vic.gov.au) website.



The Beach

It’s crowded, there’s often no surf to speak of and the water quality can be dubious, but St Kilda is still Melbourne’s most popular bayside beach. On summer weekends there’s an atmosphere redolent of Los Angeles’ Venice Beach: most people on the boardwalk are clutching a takeaway coffee, sunbathers preen on the sand and a constant progression of rollerbladers, joggers and cyclists passes by. Accessible beach matting, parking and change rooms, as well as a wide boardwalk and the availability of beach wheelchairs, make the beach highly accessible.

The Pier

Being rebuilt at the time of writing, St Kilda Pier is an iconic local landmark. The original pier was constructed in the mid-1850s and was subsequently extended a number of times. The new pier design will deliver increased public space, a disability-compliant walkway and improved views of St Kilda and the city skyline. Most importantly, it will provide better protection (as well as a viewing area) for the colony of little penguins that calls the St Kilda Breakwater home. The pavilion-style kiosk at the end of the pier, which was rebuilt to its original 1903 design in 2006 after being destroyed by fire, will be retained. The pier is expected to re-open in mid-2024.

[image: jpg]
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Luna Park

Opened in 1912, Luna Park was the first Coney Island–style amusement park to be built in Australia. Entered via the gaping mouth of creepy Mr Moon, the park’s most famous ride is the heritage-listed Scenic Railway, the oldest operating roller coaster in the world. Other heritage features include the dodgem-car building and a beautifully baroque carousel. Children love visiting here, as do roller-coaster aficionados from around the globe.

Sea Baths

There have been sea baths at St Kilda since the 1860s, and this remaining example was built in 2001. Facilities include a steam room, hydrotherapy spa pool and 25m swimming pool filled with heated seawater.


QUICK BREAK

The best-known eatery on the foreshore is the Stokehouse, which comprises three spaces: an upstairs fine-diner, the casual ground-floor Stokehouse Pasta & Bar and a beach bar with terrace.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Melbourne Holocaust Museum

Dedicated to the memory of the six million Jews murdered by the Nazis and their collaborators between 1933 and 1945, and describing itself as a memorial to victims of racist policies, the architecturally notable Melbourne Holocaust Museum offers a sobering but enriching experience to those who visit.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The museum is close to Rippon Lea Estate, so consider visiting the museum in the morning and then enjoying a picnic lunch in the Rippon Lea gardens.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours, admission prices and information about what’s on.



The Building

Many Holocaust museums are set in sombre, dimly lit bunkers, but Kerstin Thompson Architects’ design for this building, which incorporates part of a previously existing but far more modest Holocaust museum, is quite the opposite. Windows, glass bricks and apertures admit copious sunlight, underpinning the architect’s belief that light is linked to illumination, and illumination to knowledge. The result has been rightfully lauded and was the recipient of the Australian Institute of Architecture’s 2023 Award for Public Architecture.

Exhibition Spaces

The museum houses more than 1500 survivor testimonies and 20,000 artefacts. The main permanent exhibition, titled ‘Everybody Had a Name’, recounts the events of the Holocaust in historical panels and through personal stories illustrated by photographs and artefacts. Other exhibits include ‘Hidden: Seven Children Saved’, a highly relatable presentation geared towards older children that tells the amazing stories of seven Jewish children who attributed their survival to the kindness of others. Meanwhile, the immersive ‘Walk With Me’ experience in the VR Studio follows survivor John Chaskiel as he returns to Poland and Auschwitz.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Rippon Lea Estate

Built by Frederick Sargood, a businessman who made his fortune selling soft goods on the Victorian goldfields, this 33-room mansion has features such as a Jazz-era pool terrace and significant gardens. It is one of the few remaining great suburban estates constructed during the era of Marvellous Melbourne.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Bring lunch when you visit – the gardens here have plenty of shady trees and a large lawn area where visitors can lay picnic rugs.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours, admission prices and directions on how to get here.



The Mansion

National Trust volunteers will take you on a guided tour of the house interior, visiting the ground-floor reception and living rooms and the upstairs bedrooms and bathrooms. Plenty of anecdotes about the families who lived here between 1868 and 1972 are imparted during the one-hour tour, as are fascinating facts about the ornate furnishings – you’ll learn about the ornate Victorian-era wallpapers, the influence of Hollywood films on Louisa Jones’ decorative choices, the state-of-the-art plumbing installed in Frederick Sargood’s time and the many renovations that the house underwent before the National Trust acquired the property. At the conclusion of the tour, you can explore the original kitchen floor and the glamorous 1930s swimming pool terrace at your own pace.

The Gardens

The estate’s 5.7-hectare gardens include an ornamental lake dating from the 1870s that features cast-iron bridges, a grotto, boat house and mound with lookout tower. Shrubberies and flower gardens surround the water. Mature elms, oaks, Moreton Bay Figs and Monteray Cypresses are planted around the Western Lawn and the historic fernery is home to winding paths, streams and hundreds of species of ferns and palms.



EXPERIENCES

Meet the LGBTIQ+ Community at the Victorian Pride CentreCultural Centre

map Google map

Opened in 2021, the Victorian Pride Centre is the second-largest LGBTIQ+ community centre in the world (after the one in San Francisco). The $25 million construction (which was partly crowd-funded) delivers an eye-catching accessible building with flexible spaces to house LGBTIQ+-focused organisations, along with businesses that support the community. There’s a social-enterprise cafe on the ground floor providing hands-on skills development and mentoring to young people (open 10am to 2pm weekdays), the Hares & Hyenas bookshop, co-working space, radio station and a well-used theatrette. If you want to connect with members of the city’s LGBTIQ+ community, book in for a free guided tour of the centre, or pop in to visit the cafe, bookshop and art space.

Celebrate Queer Culture at Midsumma FestivalFestival

For three weeks at the start of each year, the Midsumma Festival brings together LGBTIQ+ artists, performers, communities and audiences. Hundreds of events showcase visual arts, live music, theatre, spoken word, cabaret and film, and there are also parties, sporting events and public forums. The Midsumma Carnival at Southbank’s Alexandra Gardens officially kicks off the festival, but the headline event is the exuberant Pride March along Fitzroy St in St Kilda. The festival organisation also stages Victoria’s Pride, a statewide festival culminating in an all-day street party in Fitzroy.

Party at the Esplanade HotelPub

map Google map

Ask any Melburnian to nominate the best pub in St Kilda, and the answer is highly likely to be ‘The Espy, of course!’ Dating from 1878, the Esplanade Hotel lost its sheen in the 1960s, when it morphed into a scruffy but greatly loved live-music venue. Threatened with unsympathetic overdevelopment in 1997, it was saved after a high-profile campaign by the local community. Made over by new owners in recent years, the hotel still hosts live gigs in its famous Gershwin Room and Basement, has retained its rowdy front bar, and has gained the Mya Tiger Cantonese restaurant. On weekends and balmy summer nights the joint literally heaves – it’s fabulous fun for all.


Be Inspired at Linden New ArtArt Gallery

map Google map

The Italianate villa housing Linden New Art is one of the many buildings in St Kilda with interesting histories. Built in 1870 for German-born merchant Moritz Michaelis, a prominent leader in the Jewish community, it originally had 18 rooms and a garden designed by celebrated botanist and landscape designer William Guilfoyle. Traces of this garden (in particular, the hooped pines standing sentinel in the front garden) remain. Generations of the Michaelis family lived here until 1957, when the house was sold and converted into a private hotel. Acquired by Port Phillip Council in 1983, the building has been extended and sympathetically renovated, and now houses an art gallery with a mission to exhibit new works that inspire, provoke and contribute to conversations and debate. Entry is free.

Admire Elwood’s Art Deco HeritageArchitecture

In the late 19th century, the land on which the suburb of Elwood now sits was a wetland. Development kicked off with a vengeance after a drainage canal linking the Elster Creek to Port Phillip Bay was completed in 1907, with much of the building stock being apartment blocks. In the late 1920s and 1930s, the Spanish Mission and art deco architectural styles were ultra fashionable and a wander around the area known as Poet’s Corner, nestled south of the St Kilda Botanical Gardens between Brighton Rd and Marine Pde, showcases many notable buildings in these styles. To admire them, explore Southey St, Avoca Court, Milton St, Broadway (don’t miss Windermere at number 49, designed by architect Esmond Dorney), Shelley St and Ruskin St.


Architectural Audio tour in St Kilda

Offering a fascinating potted history of St Kilda’s fluctuating fortunes, the From Riches to Rags Then Back Again audio walking tour showcases the diverse domestic architecture that can be seen at the heart of the suburb. The audio tour and a handy map, which are produced by Heritage Victoria, can be downloaded at heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/get-involved/tours/st-kilda-walking-tour.



View Indigenous Art at Vivien Anderson GalleryArt Gallery

map Google map

Gallerist Vivien Anderson and her curatorial team celebrate the incredible and powerful artworks produced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in Australia. At the well-regarded Vivien Anderson Gallery in St Kilda, you can view and buy contemporary artworks by emerging and established Indigenous artists. Regular exhibitions are held here, but it’s also possible to view and purchase works from the capacious stock room.

Savour a Sweet Treat on Acland StreetPrecinct

map Google map

During the waves of migration that occurred in Melbourne after WWI and WWII, the southern stretch of Acland St became a popular meeting place for immigrants from Eastern Europe. Few businesses that were established in those days still exist, with the notable exception being the much-loved Monarch Cakes, a Polish bakery that has been serving its delectable baked cheesecake, plum cake, poppy seed slice and and chocolate kooglhoupf since 1934. Similarly loved, but with a more-modern pedigree, are Cicciolina, a restaurant and bar that has been serving excellent Italian food since the 1990s, and the Galleon Cafe around the corner in Carlisle St, whose retro interior has been a favoured meeting place for St Kilda’s bohemian set since the 1980s – its spanakopita is justly popular.

Relax at Elwood BeachBeach

map Google map

Usually less windswept and crowded than its St Kilda neighbour, long and sandy Elwood Beach benefits from its proximity to Elwood Park, which has facilities including a playground, cafes, and picnic and BBQ areas. The best spot to swim is in front of the Surf Lifesaving Club, which organises patrols during summer. Fortunately, the water today is much cleaner than in the past (in 1970, the then Prince Charles declared that his dip in the bay here was ‘like swimming in diluted sewage’, to which the Lord Mayor of St Kilda replied that the heir to the throne needed ‘a good thump under the ears’). The beach is an easy walk from the terminus of tram 96 – just head south down Barkly St.


Jewish Immigration

In the lead-up to WWII, during the war and in post-war years, around 18,000 Jewish immigrants came to Melbourne, more than doubling the size of the local Jewish community. Predominantly from Germany and Eastern Europe, many of these new arrivals settled in the southside suburbs of St Kilda, Elwood, Balaclava, Caulfield and Elsterwick. Soon, members of the longer-settled local Jewish community who had resided north of the river (predominantly in Carlton), followed them to this part of Melbourne. Synagogues, Jewish schools, cultural centres, kosher delis, bakeries and cake shops opened, many of which remain to this day – Glick’s bakery is the best known.



Cycle the Bay TrailCycling & Walking Trail

One of Melbourne’s most popular urban trails, the easy-going, flat 15km shared cycling and pedestrian Bay Trail hugs the eastern shore of Port Phillip Bay. The busiest section stretches between Brighton and Port Melbourne, incorporating plenty of opportunities to stop for a coffee, lunch or swim along the way. Consider taking your bike on the train (Sandringham Line) to Brighton Beach Station and join the trail here. Head north via the Dendy Street Beach with its multicoloured bathing boxes, then past the historic Middle Brighton Baths. Leaving Brighton, the path passes the Beacon Hill Lookout at Point Ormond and Elwood Beach, continuing alongside the St Kilda foreshore, and then past Middle Park, Albert Park and Port Melbourne beaches. The trail finishes at White Reserve just past the Station Pier ship terminal. From the pier, tram 109 travels to Southbank and the city centre; the Sandridge Rail Trail cycle and pedestrian path follow the tram route.

Visit the Historic St Kilda Botanical GardensGardens

map Google map

Straddling St Kilda and Elwood, St Kilda’s heritage-listed botanical gardens were established in 1861 and retain many original plantings and features. A favourite outdoor spot for the many residents who live in apartment blocks in surrounding streets, the gardens are home to a number of significant trees, a rose garden and a subtropical rainforest conservatory. There’s also a children’s play area and a giant chessboard that is put to good use by visitors of every age.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap     $ $ Moderate     $ $ $ Pricey

[image: img]
Eating

Fine Dining

Attica$$$

map Google map

Owner-chef Ben Shewry is lauded for his innovative use of Australian native ingredients, which feature prominently in the ultra-pricey set menu. from 6pm Tue-Sat

Cicciolina$$$

map Google map

An ageing but still sexy St Kilda grande dame, Cicciolina’s Italian-inspired offerings include excellent pasta and risotto. The rear saloon is a popular drinking den. restaurant noon-late, saloon from 5pm

Stokehouse$$$

map Google map

Floor-to-ceiling bay views are only one of the draws at this St Kilda institution – the food’s equally spectacular. noon-midnight

Global Gems

Moonhouse$$

map Google map

Modern Chinese cuisine served in a former art deco bank. The weekend yum cha is particularly popular. noon-4pm & 6pm-late Fri-Sun, 6pm-late Tue-Thu

Tulum$$

map Google map

Harking from Istanbul, chef Coskun Uysal offers an exciting menu showcasing his modern interpretations of Anatolian cuisine. from 5pm Tue-Fri, noon-3pm & 5pm-late Sat

Casual Meals

Claypots Seafood Bar$$

map Google map

It’s always tempting to eat seafood when at the seaside and in St Kilda, and Claypots prides itself on serving fresh and delicious dishes made with the daily catch. 1-10pm

I Carusi II$$

map Google map

Popular neighbourhood pizzeria serving thick Neopolitan-style pies. 5.30pm-10pm Wed-Mon

Post Office Club Hotel$$

map Google map

The good-value European-flavoured menu at this St Kilda gastropub features everything from gnocchi to steak frites. Check the website for weekly specials. noon-10pm Wed-Sun

Stokehouse Pasta & Bar $$

map Google map

Under the fine diner of the same name but with similarly impressive views, this Mediterranean eatery is known for its pastas and wood-grilled meats. noon-11pm

Cafe Food

All Things Equal$

map Google map

In Balaclava, this veggie-friendly cafe provides purposeful paid employment and training for people with disabilities. 8.30am-4pm

Baker Bleu $

map Google map

One of the city’s best bakeries, serving sandwiches, pastries and Market Lane coffee. 7.30am-4pm Mon-Fri, to 3pm Sat, 8am-3pm Sun


Fitzrovia$

map Google map

Serving coffee made with St Ali beans, this Fitzroy St favourite also offers tasty breakfast and brunch dishes. 7am-3pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun

Plain Sailing$

map Google map

On the ground floor of an apartment block, this stalwart of Elwood’s cafe scene offers a palate-pleasing array of healthy, Middle Eastern–accented brunch dishes. 7am-2.30pm Mon-Fri, from 7.30am Sat & Sun

Cheap Eats

Saul’s Sandwiches$

map Google map

The Balaclava branch of this city-wide chain offers a changing menu of American-style sandwiches including tuna melts and a smoked pastrami and slaw stack. 7am-4pm

Piccolina$

map Google map

Skip all inferior ice cream offerings in the area and make a beeline for the traditional Italian gelato at the Acland St branch of this city-wide chain. 10am-late

[image: img]
Drinking

Best Bars

Prince Bandroom

map Google map

Queer-friendly bar and band room on louche Fitzroy St. 7am-late Mon-Fri, from 8pm Sat & Sun

Stokebar

map Google map

At beach level, this bar under the Stokehouse restaurant is a superlative spot to enjoy a sunset cocktail. noon-midnight

Bar Di Stasio

map Google map

Fitzroy St cocktail bar with loads of pizzazz. 11.30am-late

Caffeine Stop

Batch Espresso

map Google map

In the Carlisle St shopping strip, this long-running cafe takes great pride in its coffee, which is made with beans from Coffee Supreme. 6.30am-3pm Mon-Fri, to 7am Sat & Sun

Wall Coffee

map Google map

The sandwiches here are a draw, but the real attraction is the coffee, expertly made with Genovese beans. The queue at the coffee window is ever-present. 6.30am-4pm

[image: img]
Shopping

Books

Readings

map Google map

The Acland St branch of Melbourne’s best-known independent bookshop has a particularly strong music section (books, CDs and vinyl). 10am-6pm

Hares & Hyenas

map Google map

Located in the Victorian Pride Centre, this shop stocks books and magazines about queer identity, sexuality, sex and gender diversity. It also sells tickets to major queer events in town. 10am-5pm Mon-Sat, from 11.30am Sun

Homewares

Scout House

map Google map

Classy homewares store stocking designer kitchenware and home furnishings, Santa Maria Novella toiletries and French toiletries. 10am-5pm Tue-Sun





Explore

South Yarra & Prahran

Leafy streets lined with historic houses, capacious parks and a culture of conspicuous consumption are the hallmarks of these suburbs immediately south of the river, which occupy the traditional land of the Boon Wurrung (Bunurong) people. Kings Domain, a green oasis, lies immediately east of the city’s grand boulevard, St Kilda Rd, while south of the Domain is gilded South Yarra, home to some the most prestigious residential housing in Melbourne (Naarm) as well as the Toorak Rd shopping strip. More shopping opportunities are on offer on Prahran’s Chapel St.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walk

Government House, the Royal Botanic Gardens and Shrine of Remembrance are an easy walk from the city centre.

[image: icon-traingif]d Train

Sandringham line trains stop at South Yarra and Prahran. Frankston line trains stop at Prahran.

[image: icon-tramgif]j Tram

From the city centre, tram 58 travels to Toorak via William St and South Yarra. Tram 72 from Melbourne University travels via St Kilda Rd and Commercial Rd, Prahran. Tram 6 from Moreland travels via St Kilda Rd and High St, Prahran.


THE BEST

GREEN SPACE Royal Botanic Gardens

HISTORY Shrine of Remembrance

MARKET Prahran Market

LOCAL LIFE The Tan Track

COLONIAL HISTORY Como House
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1Top Experiences

Royal Botanic GardensA1

Shrine of RemembranceA1




1Experiences

1Government HouseA1

2OnesixoneD7

3Poof DoofD5

4Revolver UpstairsD7

5Tan TrackB2

6Como House & GardenF3

7Prahran MarketD5

8Prahran Aquatic CentreD6




5Eating

9BacashA2

10Bar CarolinaC3

11France SoirB3

12Zita’s FocacciaB3

13Nora ThaiC3

14Hawker HallD8

15Pink GingerC3




6Drinking

16The AlpsC5

17Don’sD6

18Mount Erica HotelF7




7Shopping

19Chapel Street BazaarD7

20Greville RecordsC6










WALKING TOUR

Walk Kings Domain

The 123ha conglomeration of parks, gardens, mansions and monuments known locally as the Domain (its proper name is Kings Domain) is one of the inner city’s many large tracts of green space. This walk crosses lawns and gardens and pauses at monuments before heading into the Royal Botanic Gardens.


START

Princes Bridge

END

Domain Rd shopping strip

LENGTH

3.4km; one hour
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1 Iconic Architecture

After crossing over the Yarra River (Birrarung), walk south along St Kilda Rd alongside Alexandra Gardens and Queen Victoria Gardens. To your right are the Arts Centre with its distinctive spire and the fortress-like bluestone facade of the NGV International.

2 A Floral Tribute

Opposite the gallery is the Floral Clock, donated to Melbourne by a group of Swiss watchmakers and first planted in 1966. Featuring colourful plants on the clock face and the side garden beds, it sits in front of an equestrian statue of King Edward VII.

3 An Inspirational Leader

Continue walking along St Kilda Rd to reach the Weary Dunlop Memorial. A 1995 sculpture by Peter Corlett, it pays tribute to a revered Australian Army surgeon who was a prisoner of war on the infamous Burma-Thailand railway during WWII. The steps leading up to the statue are inscribed with the names of other medical staff who cared for POWs.

4 Memorial Garden

Cross Linlithgow Ave behind the memorial and walk east to the Pioneer Women’s Memorial Garden, which acknowledges the contribution of women settlers to the development of the state of Victoria. Past the garden, an elevated section of Kings Domain offers great views over the river to the city’s major sporting stadiums.

5 Classical Feature

Continuing southeast, pass through the ornamental Lynch Gate and enter the Royal Botanic Gardens at the City Gate. Just inside the gate, past the Huntingfield Lawn, is the Temple of the Winds, a gorgeous classical-styled pavilion designed by William Guilfoyle in 1901.

6 Gorgeous Gardens

From the temple, head into the Royal Botanic Gardens. Walk around the ornamental lake, across the lawns and up through the Fern Gully. Then follow the Australian Forest Walk to the Southern Gate (Gate E).

7 Fashionable Finish

Exiting the garden, cross Domain Rd to the upmarket shopping strip, where you can enjoy a drink at the sleek Botanical Hotel or a meal at highly regarded fish restaurant Bacash.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Royal Botanic Gardens

Considered one of the finest examples of Victorian-era landscaping in the world, the botanic gardens in Kings Domain are home to 8000 species of native and introduced flora, including many rare examples. Sweeping lawns, ornamental lakes and meandering paths are the hallmarks of the stunning garden design.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

If walking from the city centre, enter via the City Gate near the Sidney Myer Music Bowl. If coming from St Kilda Rd or the Shrine of Remembrance, enter via Observatory Gate, where the visitor centre is located.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for full opening hours, a map and event details.



History

The 38ha site was swamp and marsh before being identified by colonial superintendent Charles La Trobe, who lived nearby, as a good site for gardens. Established in 1846, the gardens’ first director was Ferdinand von Mueller, a German-born botanist and explorer. He was succeeded by William Guilfoyle, an English landscape gardener and botanist who designed many important parks and gardens in Victoria. The picturesque form of today’s Royal Botanic Gardens is largely Guilfoyle’s work.

Lawns & Lakes

Lawns slope down to a huge ornamental lake on the northern side of the gardens. From spring to autumn, you can enjoy a 30- or 60-minute private ride and picnic on a wooden punt on the lake; book via the website. The four lawns fronting the water are popular picnic spots.

Living Collections

Specially curated collections of flora are positioned throughout the gardens. Highlights include the Australian Forest Walk, which extends over 500m along the gardens’ southern boundary; the cool and lush Fern Gully; the ornamental Grey Garden lining the steps to the picturesque Temple of the Winds; and Guilfoyle’s Volcano, which showcases arid and succulent plants. As well as the many collections highlighting native flora – including marvellous collections of eucalypt and rare and threatened species – there are gardens focusing on flora from New Zealand, North America, Southern Africa and Southern China. Little ones shouldn’t miss the Ian Potter Foundation Children’s Garden, set up for nature- and water-based play.
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Special Events

Check the website’s What’s On Melbourne page for details of summer events including the popular Moonlight Cinema, performances of Shakespeare plays and the Sunset Music Series. Guided walks (some free) are offered throughout the year and the annual Lightscape, an immersive installation, transforms the gardens on winter nights.


TAKE A BREAK

There’s a kiosk and cafe next to the main lake, but most visitors prefer to bring their own picnic to enjoy on one of the many lawns.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Shrine of Remembrance

Built between 1928 and 1934 as a place to grieve and remember the 19,000 Victorians killed in WWI, the classically styled shrine was funded through a public fund-raising drive. It has been one of the city’s most important public monuments ever since its opening.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The most evocative time to visit is on Sunday afternoon at 4.45pm, when a 15-minute Last Post service, including the famous bugle call and recital of the Ode of Remembrance, is held.
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Scan this QR code for practical information about visiting the shrine.



Forecourt & Visitor Centre

The forecourt has a cenotaph and eternal flame. On the eastern side of the building, a subterranean 1990s addition contains a visually arresting Gallery of Medals leading to a visitor centre. An introductory video is played in the centre and daily 45-minute tours depart from here too.

The Sanctuary

Every half-hour from 10.30am there is a demonstration of how, on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month (a time memorialising the moment when fighting ended on the Western Front in 1918), a natural ray of sunlight enters the Sanctuary, the most important space in the Shrine, and illuminates the word LOVE on the Stone of Remembrance that is located here.

Galleries of Remembrance

Set underneath the Sanctuary in the original underground storage space of the Shrine are the Galleries of Remembrance, where permanent and temporary exhibits present the stories of Australians at war through artefacts, artworks and audiovisual displays. All of the wars that Australians have fought in since federation in 1901 have dedicated exhibits here, although the majority of exhibition space is devoted to the two World Wars.



EXPERIENCES

Visit Victoria’s Grandiose Government HouseHistoric House

map Google map

A replica of Queen Victoria’s Osborne House on England’s Isle of Wight, Victoria’s Government House is divided into three distinct sections: the state apartments, private apartments and ballroom. On its completion in 1876, the building was described by The Age newspaper as a ‘huge pile, bald and plain to downright ugliness’. To see if you agree with its assessment, join one of the tours operated by the National Trust, which visit the ballroom, state dining room, state drawing room, old kitchen and billiard room. Tours take place on the first Monday of every month; bookings are essential. The tour also takes in the nearby and considerably more modest La Trobe’s Cottage, the original Victorian government house. Free monthly tours of the Government House Garden are also offered; details can be found at governor.vic.gov.au.

Jog or Walk the Tan TrackRunning

map Google map

What was once a horse-exercising track stretching 3.8km around the Royal Botanic Gardens and Kings Domain is now the city’s most famous running route. Join the daily stream of fitness freaks and worshippers of the body beautiful on the Tan Track to experience a pulse-raising slice of daily Melbourne life. Most of the track is flat – the exception is HeartBreak Hill, a 30m stage up Anderson St.


TOP PRAHRAN NIGHTCLUBS

Onesixone

map Google map

Long-standing club with resident DJs who know how to fill a dance floor. 9pm-7am Thu-Sat

Poof Doof

map Google map

Operating out of Chasers Nightclub in Chapel St on Saturday nights, this is the city’s most popular queer club night. 9pm-dawn Sat

Revolver Upstairs

map Google map

The main action at Melbourne’s best-known and possibly most grungy nightclub (commonly known as ‘Revs’) occurs on weekends, when it hosts a roster of big-name DJs and keeps its door open from 5pm Saturday to 9am Monday.



Tour Genteel Como HouseHistoric House

map Google map

When elegant Como House was built in 1847, this part of South Yarra was still home to untamed bush. The estate’s extensive grounds stretched down to the Birrarung and its original owner grazed cattle there. A decade later, a new owner employed a gardener to transform the bushland into an orchard, farm and pleasure gardens. Acquired by the National Trust in 1959, the house and its now-reduced grounds offer an intriguing glimpse into the lifestyles of wealthy settlers in the 19th century. Volunteer-led 45-minute guided tours take in the main reception rooms, bedrooms and kitchen, but many visitors choose to forego the tour, take advantage of the free entry to the gardens and stay to browse in the secondhand bookshop or enjoy coffee or lunch in the converted stables.

Travel your Tastebuds at Prahran MarketMarket

map Google map

In recent years, the focus at the Prahran Market has somewhat controversially moved from fresh produce to food stands. As a result, the market is now predominantly a place to visit for an affordable breakfast or lunch. That said, it’s still possible to do a weekly produce shop here, and many southside locals continue to do so. Of the food stands, the most popular choices are G McBean Family Butcher (stall 501) in the fish and meat hall, which serves a famed porchetta roll with pickled fennel and salsa verde, and Maker & Monger (stall 98-106) in the main hall, a fromagerie stocking a decadent and delicious range of cheese from around the world, some of which can be enjoyed on the spot in its toasted sandwiches and cheese plates. Maker & Monger offers seating, as do Market Lane Coffee (stall 13) and Jasper Coffee (stall 105). There’s also seating in Market Square on the western side of the market.

See & Be Seen at the Prahran PoolSwimming Pool

map Google map

Melbourne’s outdoor public swimming pools are loved by locals. Whether it be swimming classes or play for children, lap-swimming for adults or sunbathing, strutting and flirting – as is most definitely the case at the Prahran Aquatic Centre – the city’s swimming pools are mirrors of their communities. The scene at the 50m heated Prahran pool, as it’s commonly called, is young, diverse and glamorous – head here to soak up the rays on the poolside lawn alongside buffed southside bods aplenty.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap     $ $ Moderate     $ $ $ Pricey
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Eating

Top Picks

Bacash$$$

map Google map

This upmarket fish restaurant is known for its excellent food and stellar wine list. noon-3pm & 5.30-10pm Mon-Fri, from 5.30pm Sat

Bar Carolina$$$

map Google map

An always in vogue South Yarra cucina. Dress to impress. 5pm-late Tue, noon-3pm & 5pm-late Wed-Sat, 1-8pm Sun

France-Soir $$$

map Google map

Resolutely French, this upmarket brasserie has been serving its loyal local clientele since 1986. noon-midnight

Cheap Eats

Zita’s Focaccia$

map Google map

Brave the long queue to sample the delicious homemade filled focaccias here. noon-6pm Tue-Sun

Great Asian Meals

Nora Thai$

map Google map

Superlative Southern Thai food, served by friendly staff in simple surrounds. 11am-3pm & 5-10pm Mon-Sat, 5-10pm Sun

Hawker Hall$$

map Google map

As much a scene as it is a restaurant, this food and beer hall serves up Southeast Asian food and very loud music. noon-late

Pink Ginger$$

map Google map

Donburi, sushi, sashimi, grills and noodles in a South Yarra backstreet diner. noon-2pm & 5.30-8pm Tue-Fri, 5.30-8pm Sat

[image: img]
Drinking

Wine Bars

The Alps

map Google map

This wine bar focuses on wines from the Jura, Savoie and Burgundy. 4-10pm Mon-Wed, 3-11 Thu & Fri, noon-11pm Sat, to 9pm Sun

Don’s

map Google map

A diminutive joint servingtasty bar food and natural wines. 5-9pm Tue-Thu, 1-11pm Fri & Sat, 3-7pm Sun

Top Pub

Mount Erica Hotel

map Google map

Great southside pub with a slick interior and popular beer garden. All-day steak special on Tuesday, roasts on Sunday. noon-late

[image: img]
Shopping

Top Picks

Chapel Street Bazaar

map Google map

Melbourne institution in Prahran, with stalls selling a huge range of vintage items. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat, to 5pm Sun

Greville Records

map Google map

Trading since 1979, this record store sells a wide range of new and used vinyl, including limited-edition discs. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat, 11am-5pm Sun





Explore

East Melbourne, Richmond & Abbotsford

The suburbs immediately east of the city centre have defiantly distinct characters. The predominantly residential enclave of East Melbourne benefits from its close proximity to the ‘top end’ of the centre and the gloriously green Fitzroy Gardens. Its eastern neighbour Richmond has a grittier flavour, retaining a degree of the proudly working-class culture it developed in the late 19th century and the multicultural mix it acquired courtesy of the waves of immigration following WWII and the Vietnam War. Its close neighbour Abbotsford sits on the Birrarung (Yarra River), which forms a tranquil border between the inner and eastern suburbs. Its streets are replete with brewhouses, cafes and hip eateries, as befits its honorary status as an inner-north satellite.
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See for eating and drinking listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walk

East Melbourne is an easy walk from the city.

[image: icon-tramgif]j Tram

Tram 109 (Port Melbourne to Box Hill) travels via Victoria St in Richmond. Number 48 (Docklands to North Balwyn) travels via Bridge Rd, Richmond. Number 70 (Docklands to Wattle Park) travels via the MCG and Swan St, Richmond.

[image: icon-traingif]d Train

The Alamein, Belgrave, Glen Waverley and Lilydale lines stop at Richmond. The Hurstbridge and Mernda lines stop at Jolimont (for the MCG), Collingwood and Victoria Park. Abbotsford is a short walk from the latter two.


THE BEST

SPORTS VENUE Melbourne Cricket Ground

CULTURAL HUB Abbotsford Convent

GREEN ESCAPE Fitzroy Gardens

VIETNAMESE FOOD Thy Thy Counter & Canteen

LIVE MUSIC Corner Hotel
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1Top Experiences

Melbourne Cricket GroundB6

Abbotsford ConventF2




1Experiences

1Fitzroy GardensA4

2Johnston Collection House TourB5

3Melbourne ParkA6

4Victoria St GatewayC3

5Corner HotelD7

6MinamishimaF6




5Eating

7JulieE2

8Cam’sF2

9RoccellaB4

10SalonaE7

11New QuarterD7

12Thanh Ha 2D4

13Thy Thy Counter & CanteenD4




6Drinking

14Dr MorseD1

15KaedeD1

16Bodriggy BrewpubD1

17Moon Dog OGF3

18Retreat HotelE1










WALKING TOUR

Walk Eastern Hill

Crown allotments on Eastern Hill were granted to a number of the major religious denominations in the 1840s, only a decade or so after the first colonists settled in Port Phillip. Many of the houses of worship they built remain to this day, interspersed with handsome 19th-century housing, modern office buildings and formal gardens.


START

Parliament House

END

Fitzroy Gardens

LENGTH

1.6km; 25 minutes
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1 Crowning Eastern Hill

Start at Victoria’s Parliament House, a grand classical-style edifice set high on Eastern Hill that was constructed with some of the enormous wealth bestowed on the colony by the 19th-century gold rush and wool boom. Then walk north on Nicholson St to enter the curvilinear Parliament Gardens.

2 Tireless Campaigners

In the gardens, look for the sculpture of Douglas and Gladys Nicholls, the first memorial sculpture in Melbourne dedicated to Aboriginal leaders. Created by sculptor Louis Laumen in 2007, it acknowledges the role that Doug Nicholls (1906–88), the pastor of Australia’s first Aboriginal Church of Christ, and his wife Gladys (1906–81) played as campaigners for Indigenous rights and justice.

3 A Modern Masterpiece

From the gardens, look north to see Orica House, a triumph of mid-century modern design and Australia’s tallest building when constructed in the 1950s.

4 Houses of Worship

Immediately east of Orica House are two historically significant buildings: the 1901 Salvation Army Printing Works at 506 Albert St and the 1877 East Melbourne Synagogue at number 500. The handsome classical facade of number 492 is all that is left of the 1858-9 Former Baptist Church House.

5 Church on the Hill

Further up Albert St, on the corner of Gisborne St, is St Peter’s Eastern Hill, one of the oldest churches in Melbourne. Dating from 1848, its interior features stained-glass windows by artist Napier Waller.

6 Gothic Spires

Directly opposite St Peter’s is a church constructed on a very different scale, the Gothic Revival–style St Patrick’s Cathedral, designed by William Wardell and built between 1869 and 1897.

7 Commemorative Artwork

Walk south down Gisborne St to Burston Reserve to admire Great Petition, a 2008 sculpture by Susan Hewitt and Penelope Lee commemorating the 100th anniversary of female suffrage in Victoria.

8 Terrace Housing

Opposite Burston Reserve is handsome Tasma Terrace, designed by distinguished architect Charles Webb and built between 1878 and 1887. The six-terrace structure is now the base of the National Trust.

9 A Green Retreat

Turn left into St Andrews Pl and walk to the Fitzroy Gardens. On the eastern edge of this gloriously green space are the main residential streets of East Melbourne, retaining many original 19th-century houses. Finish with a coffee or lunch at Roccella, a popular Italian cafe and pizzeria on Clarendon St.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Melbourne Cricket Ground

With a capacity of 100,000 people, the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG or ‘the G’) is one of the world’s great sporting venues, hosting cricket in summer and AFL (Australian Football League, Aussie rules or ‘footy’) in winter – for many Australians it’s hallowed ground.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

If you’re keen to visit the Australian Sports Museum and join an MCG Tour, purchase a combined ticket – it will save you a considerable amount of money.
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Scan this QR code for information about events, tours and the museum at the MCG.



AFL Games

Attending a game of footy at a packed MCG is a memorable and atmospheric experience. The game is known for its cracking pace, aerial grabs, long-shot goals, intense physicality and athleticism. The season runs from mid-March to the end of September; tickets are available on most match days except the finals but are best purchased in advance.

Cricket Matches

Cricket is Victoria’s summer love and seeing a test, one day international or T20 match at the G is a must for visiting cricket fans. The Boxing Day Test is for many sport-mad Melburnians a bigger deal than Christmas itself. Warm days, cricket’s leisurely pace and the supporters who’ve travelled from far and wide often make for spectator theatrics.

Australian Sports Museum

Hidden away in the bowels of the stadium, the Australian Sports Museum features interactive exhibits focusing on Australia’s favourite sports and historic sporting moments – the Game On! experience in which visitors pit their skills against sporting greats is particularly enjoyable. There are also galleries dedicated to Aussie rules, cricket, horse racing and the Olympics. Objects on display include the handwritten notes used to define the rules of Australian Rules Football in 1859 and a collection of baggy green caps worn by a who’s who of Aussie cricket (including the legendary Don Bradman).
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MCG Tours

On non-match days, go behind the scenes on tours that take you through the stands, media and coaches’ areas, into change rooms and members’ lounges and out onto the ground. It’s also possible to enjoy a lunch in the Committee Room restaurant after your tour, a venue usually only available to members of the Melbourne Cricket Club. Check the website for all tour dates, times and costs.


QUICK BREAK

There are no cafes, bars and eateries close to the MCG that are worthy of recommendation. Your best option is Roccella in Clarendon St, East Melbourne, a short walk away.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Abbotsford Convent

This former convent, dating back to 1863, is a rambling collection of buildings now home to a thriving arts community of galleries, studios, cafes and urban farm spread over nearly 6.8 hectares of riverside land.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The convent is a delightful spot for a drink or meal. Top options include casual Cam’s, which has tables in the evocative cloister, and more-sophisticated Julie. A regional farmers market is held on the second Saturday morning of every month.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for the convent’s opening times and tour booking details.



The Convent

The convent operated from the 1860s to 1975 and has been repurposed as an arts and cultural precinct with an art gallery and over 120 studios occupied by artists, craftspeople and natural therapists. You can learn about the building’s fascinating (and somewhat dark) history by joining one of the monthly social history tours. Alternatively take the self-guided audio tour (available on the website) or listen to the Abbotsford Mysteries podcast.

Collingwood Children’s Farm

The convent’s former farmland has been reimagined as an educational facility where children can spend time performing farming tasks and working with the farm animals – check farm.org.au for the program. The Farm Cafe, which is accessible from both the farm and the Yarra Trail, is a lovely spot to linger over a coffee or chai latte. The monthly Saturday farmers market, held riverside, is a great time to visit.

Yarra Trail

For an enjoyable 4.9km walk or cycle alongside the Yarra, follow the Main Yarra Trail from the Children’s Farm through Dights Falls Reserve, cross the river near the mouth of the Merri Creek and then follow the Dights Falls Loop Trail on to historic Studley Park Boathouse (accessed from the north side of the river via Kanes Bridge).



EXPERIENCES

Promenade in the City’s Beautiful BackyardGardens

map Google map

One of the city’s oldest public green spaces, the 26-hectare Fitzroy Gardens, laid out in the 1850s, are located on the eastern edge of the city centre and home to aged English elm trees, flowerbeds, Victorian-era fountains and an ornamental temple that on weekends is a wildly popular setting for wedding photographs. The Spanish Mission–style conservatory in the southwest corner of the gardens opened in 1930 and hosts seasonal flower displays. In the centre of the gardens is a cutesy miniature Tudor Village, gifted by a London pensioner to thank Melburnians for sending food to Britain during WWII.

Pay a House Call to the Johnston CollectionHouse museum

map Google map

An interesting house museum, the Johnston Collection occupies a 19th-century East Melbourne townhouse gifted with its contents to the people of Victoria by William Robert Johnston (1911–86), a prominent Melbourne-born antique dealer, real-estate investor and collector. The museum invites creatives from the visual arts and design communities to reinterpret its collection of English Georgian, Regency and Louis XV fine and decorative arts through a regular program of re-installation and interventions of the permanent collection. Entry is only permitted by daily two-hour tours; to check the exhibition and event program and to book tickets, see johnstoncollection.org.


THE AUSTRALIAN OPEN

The first of tennis’ four international Grand Slam tournaments, the Australian Open is held in Melbourne in January and it’s true to say that summer in the city wouldn’t be the same without this iconic event. Those who aren’t lucky enough to score tickets to the matches at Melbourne Park (near the MCG; map Google map) remain glued to their televisions at home or head out to watch the action in pubs, bars or on big screens in Federation Square and other public spaces across the city. If visiting during this busy time, make accommodation and restaurant bookings well ahead of your arrival.



Visit Victoria Street’s Little VietnamPrecinct

map Google map

Victoria St in Richmond is home to a vibrant Vietnamese precinct, signalled by a massive welcome gateway at its Hoddle St entry point. Heading east from here, Vietnamese-operated businesses line both sides of the street, including many groceries, bakeries (selling bánh mì and more) and traditional restaurants, many of which were opened by migrants after the Vietnam War. While there are many to choose from, one of the most popular of the restaurants on this strip is Thy Thy Counter & Canteen, the most recent incarnation of a business that opened on the street in 1980. Thanh Ha 2 is another favourite. A walk along this strip is worthwhile any day of the year, but in particular during the annual Victoria St Lunar Festival held on a Sunday in February (arts.yarracity.vic.gov.au).

Catch a Gig at the Corner HotelLive Music

map Google map

The band room at the Corner Hotel on Swan St in South Richmond is one of Melbourne’s most popular midsize venues. It’s hosted plenty of local and international acts over the years, with an eclectic lineup of artists that has included Mick Jagger, Pink Floyd, Jimmy Barnes, Courtney Barnett, Paul Kelly, Joan Jett, the Violent Femmes and Crowded House. There’s also a friendly front bar and a rooftop bar and dining room with city views. On Wednesdays the hotel hosts a popular parma and trivia night where the subjects quizzed are all rock- and pop-culture-related; bookings for this are essential (cornerhotel.com).

Savour Minamishima ’s Omakase ExperienceRestaurant

map Google map

Arguably Australia’s best Japanese restaurant, Minamishima is located in an apartment building down an unattractive side street off Bridge Rd in Richmond. Fortunately, the aesthetics and ambiance improve dramatically once you enter the dark-walled minimalistic dining space. The premium seating here is at the sushi bar, where solo diners or couples can watch chef Koichi Minamishima prepare his exquisite, jewel-like nigiri sushi. Groups of three or more are seated in the dining room. The set omakase (chef’s) menu features a progression of nigiri and traditional Japanese dishes, and the top-quality produce used is sourced locally and from Japan. There are also expertly compiled lists of sake, Japanese whisky and wine. Unsurprisingly, dining here is expensive and you’ll need to book well in advance to snaffle a bar stool or table (minamishima.com.au).




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap     $ $ Moderate     $ $ $ Pricey
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Eating

Fine Dining

Julie$$

map Google map

Julie offers a rustic Mediterranean menu in its tiled dining room and outdoor deck. noon-10pm Thu, Fri & Sat, to 6pm Sun

Casual Venues

Cam’s$

map Google map

Cafe food by day and more-sophisticated Italian-influenced dishes at night. 8am-11pm Mon-Sat, to 9pm Sun

Roccella$$

map Google map

This all-day Italian restaurant, cafe and grocery makes particularly delicious pizzas. 8am-9pm

Salona$$

map Google map

One of Melbourne’s few notable Greek restaurants, despite its large Greek diaspora. 5-10pm Mon-Wed, noon-midnight Thu-Sat, noon-9pm Sun

Vietnamese Treats

New Quarter$$

map Google map

On-trend eatery serving modern versions of Vietnamese classics such as bánh mì and crispy pork belly. noon-11pm

Thanh Ha 2$

map Google map

Trading for over two decades, this family-run restaurant is known for its bánh xèo (Vietnamese pancakes). 10.30am-9pm

Thy Thy Counter & Canteen $$$

map Google map

Richmond institution serving Vietnamese classics including pho, rice-paper rolls, tangy coleslaws and spicy stir-fries. 11am-9pm Wed-Sun

[image: img]
Drinking

Bars & Cafes

Dr Morse

map Google map

This late-night party bar has indoor and outdoor seating and hosts DJs and live acts. 7am-late Tue-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun

Kaede

map Google map

This Japanese-run corner cafe takes its coffee making very seriously, utilising different beans. 7am-2.30pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun

Pubs & Brewhouses

Bodriggy Brewpub

map Google map

Abbotsford brewery showcasing excellent craft beer, Latin American food and good music. noon-11pm Mon-Thu, to late Fri-Sun

Moon Dog OG

map Google map

Known for its lager and Old Mate Pale Ale, this microbrewery also has a food truck serving pizzas. 4-10pm Tue-Thu, to 11pm Fri, noon-11 Sat

Retreat Hotel

map Google map

Local corner pub in Abbotsford that retains its original 1915 interior and is popular with long-term local residents. 4-11pm Mon & Tue, from noon Wed-Sun





WORTH A TRIP

Heide Museum of Modern Art

On the banks of the Birrarung (Yarra River) in suburban Bulleen, this family-friendly multi-space museum of modern art occupies a property once owned by visionary art patrons John and Sunday Reed. The stunning sculpture park, heritage-listed gardens and riverside location make it a great place for a stroll.



PLANNING TIP

To get here take the Hurstbridge train line to Heidelberg and connect with the 903 bus travelling to Mordialloc SC (alight at the Bridge St and Manningham Rd corner).
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Scan this QR code for visiting information, including current exhibitions and family-friendly activities.



The Art Galleries

John and Sunday Reed played an important role in the development of Australian modernism between the late 1930s and early 1960s when artists including Sidney Nolan, Albert Tucker and Joy Hester lived and worked here. One of the homes in which they lived is a modest cottage but the other, known as Heide Modern, is an architecturally significant house designed by David McGlashan and built in the 1960s. The exhibitions staged in these and two purpose-designed contemporary galleries, which are clad in black titanium zinc, are curated with great expertise.

The Sculpture Garden

Forty sculptures by artists including Anish Kapoor, Fiona Hall, Anthony Caro and Inge King are dotted across the 6-hectare sculpture garden, which covers the slope between the galleries and the river. Don’t miss Jeff Thomson’s Cows (1987), a playful homage to the property’s former incarnation as a dairy farm, or King’s majestic Rings of Saturn (2005–06). A map showing the location of all sculptures can be downloaded from the website.
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The Setting

Originally a meeting place of the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung, the Traditional Owners, the property was claimed as grazing land in the 19th century and then functioned as a dairy farm. The Reeds purchased the farm in 1934 and Sunday planted a walled kitchen and wild gardens around the original farmhouse; these are now heritage listed. On the banks of the Birrarung is Yaluk Langa (‘River’s Edge’ in the Woi Wurrung language), an Indigenous garden project developed by Traditional Owners and the Heide team. Near the property is the Yarra Flats Park, home to the Bolin Bolin Billabong, an important cultural place for the Wurundjeri people.


QUICK BREAK

The on-site Heide Kitchen sources organically grown seasonal produce from Heide’s kitchen gardens to create tasty dishes. Alternatively, bring a picnic – there are plenty of grassed areas to sit on.







Explore

Fitzroy, Collingwood & Around

If you’re after the mainstream, don’t look here. Just a short tram ride from the centre, the inner northern suburbs of Fitzroy, Collingwood, Northcote and Thornbury are home to lefty politics, cutting-edge art, and the largest concentration of exciting (and diverse) eating, drinking and entertainment venues in town. Sprouting from the city centre’s northeastern corner, this is where the first residential suburbs were established in the 1850s and plenty of intact Victorian streetscapes have been retained. Now ultra-desirable residential addresses, they are interspersed with dishevelled shopping strips littered with bars, backstreets hiding cafes, and corners reigned over by neighbourhood pubs, many of which host live music gigs.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walk

Fitzroy and Collingwood are easy walks from the city centre.

[image: icon-tramgif]j Tram

Tram 11 travels between Docklands and West Preston via Collins St, Gertrude and Brunswick Sts in Fitzroy, and St Georges Rd in North Fitzroy and Northcote. Number 86 travels between Docklands and Bundoora RMIT via Bourke St, Gertrude St, Smith St in Collingwood and High St in Northcote/Thornbury.

[image: icon-traingif]d Train

The Mernda line from the city centre stops at Northcote, Croxton and Thornbury stations.


THE BEST

CAFE CIBI

CULTURAL HUB Collingwood Yards

LIVE MUSIC The Tote

INDIGENOUS HISTORY Fitzroy Aboriginal Heritage Walking Heritage Trail

BEER GARDEN Standard Hotel
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1Experiences

1The ToteD6

2Fitzroy Victoria Bowling & Sports ClubC2

3Fitzroy Swimming PoolC4

4Naked for SatanB6

5Sutton GalleryB6

6Fitzroy Mills MarketB5

7Rose Street MarketB5

8Smith StreetC7

9Collingwood YardsD6




5Eating

10Builders Arms HotelC8

11Marquis of LorneC5

12Rainbow HotelB6

13Royal Oak HotelB3

14Bar LibertyC6

15Napier QuarterC5

16MarionA8

17FalcoD6

18LoaferC1

19CIBID5

20Belle’s Hot ChickenB8

21Lune CroissanterieB5

22N Lee BakeryC7

23Cutler & CoA8

24The RecreationD3




6Drinking

25Standard HotelB6

26Goldy’s! TavernE5

27Lord NewryB3

28Union Club HotelC7

29GasometerD4

30Northcote Social ClubF1

31Wesley AnneF1

32Black PearlB5

33The EverleighB8

34Public Wine ShopC1

35Molly RoseD5

36Stomping Ground Brewery & Beer HallE7

37The LairdF8

38The PeelD8

39SircuitC8

40Beans BarC6

41The 86C7




7Shopping

42Cottage IndustryB8

43Phillip & LeaB8

44Hunter GathererB6

45BruceC8

46E.S.S.B8

47P&P BarbersC8










WALKING TOUR

Walk Historic Fitzroy

On the northeastern flank of the city centre, Fitzroy was part of the first suburban subdivision in Melbourne (Naarm) and has retained many residential and commercial buildings constructed during this time. This walk takes a look at Georgian, Victorian and Modernist buildings and finishes at a pub with a strong tie to the suburb’s Indigenous history.


START

Royal Terrace

END

Builders Arms Hotel

LENGTH

2.1km; 30 minutes
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1 Terrace Architecture

One of Fitzroy’s most prestigious residential addresses, elegant Royal Terrace dates from 1854. A row of three-storey bluestone terrace houses stand opposite the eastern entrance of the Royal Exhibition Building; it is the largest early terrace building surviving in Melbourne.

2 Modernist Triumph

Walk north down Nicholson St, passing the 19th-century Convent of Mercy and Academy of Mary Immaculate. Next door are the Cairo Flats on the corner of Hanover St, designed by architect Best Overend. Built in 1936, the building features unusual cantilevered stairs and is an important local example of the International Modern style.

3 Georgian Elegance

Turn into Hanover St to find one of the oldest surviving houses in Fitzroy, the bluestone Georgian house at 35 Hanover St. The two Bhutan cypress trees flanking its elegant front door are thought to have been planted as early as 1860.
 
4 Historic Streetscape

Proceed to Brunswick St. This was one of the first streets in Fitzroy to develop commercially, originally with workshops and sweatshops. Later buildings were more prestigious, a good example being the 1888 polychrome-brick shop terrace on the corner of Greeves St known to locals as the Blackcat Building.

5 Civic Architecture

Turn east into Greeves St and then south into Napier St, now an interesting mix of Victorian-era workers cottages and contemporary apartment developments. Further up is the grandiose Fitzroy Town Hall, built in stages between 1873 and 1890.

6 Koorie Meeting Place

Turn east into Condell St and south into Gore St and walk to the fashionable Gertrude St eating, drinking and shopping strip. From the 1920s to the 1980s this street was an important social and political meeting place for Fitzroy’s disadvantaged Koorie (Aboriginal) community. One of the community’s favourite gathering spots was the Builders Arms Hotel. End your walk with a drink or meal here.



EXPERIENCES

Listen to Live MusicMusic Venues

Once working-class neighbourhoods, Collingwood and Fitzroy have long been favoured by students, artists and musicians living in sharehouses. While skyrocketing rents might have diluted this community somewhat, the neighbourhood retains a pronounced artistic edge and it’s here you will find some of the city’s best, most disheveled band rooms. The Tote (map) in Collingwood is perhaps the most iconic of these, hosting local and international punk, heavy metal and hardcore bands, but you’ll also find diverse musical lineups performing at venues such as the Gasometer (aka ‘the Gaso’), also in Collingwood, and the Night Cat in Fitzroy. And don’t overlook Northcote’s High St where venues like the Wesley Anne and Northcote Social Club are beloved by locals.

Spend a Summer ArvoOutdoor Activities

Weekends are sacrosanct in this part of town. In winter locals brave the elements at footy matches, recovering after the match in a cosy pub or cafe. In summer the action moves outdoors, with popular venues including the Fitzroy Victoria Bowling & Sports Club (map Google map) on St Georges Rd, which hosts barefoot bowling next to its beer garden. Other locals cool off at the beloved Fitzroy Swimming Pool (map Google map), which throngs on hot days.

Search for ThreadsPrecincts

Fashionable Gertrude St hosts upmarket designer clothing boutiques, but on nearby Brunswick St things are a little more eclectic. Among the many boutiques here, you’ll find outlet and vintage stores, some hidden upstairs, such as the Lost & Found Market, Hunter Gatherer and the ALPHA60 outlet store.

Drink in the Views at Naked for Satan Rooftop bar

map Google map

Named after the subject of a possibly apocryphal Brunswick St legend (a man nicknamed Satan who would get close to naked in this building when tending an illegal vodka distillery), Naked for Satan (‘Naked’ for short) is packed with locals and visitors vying for a seat on the roof terrace with its wraparound balcony and spectacular city views. The tapas-dominated menu here is a crowd-pleaser (don’t miss the deep-fried parmesan doughnuts) and the cheap sangria special (4pm–7pm daily) is a definite drawcard for those on a budget.


Embark on an Inner North Gallery CrawlArt galleries

This part of the inner north is a hub for contemporary art, and a number of Melbourne’s best commercial galleries are based here. The Sutton Gallery (map Google map) on Brunswick St in Fitzroy, which shows work from Australian and New Zealand artists, has a reputation forged over many decades, and relative newcomers FUTURES and Sullivan + Strumpf in Collingwood are also building high profiles. West Space in the Collingwood Yards is an artist-run gallery that aims to build communities around art and ideas while the Centre for Contemporary Photography (CCP) in Fitzroy is a not-for-profit gallery and resource centre showcasing Australian photography and video.

Browse the Stalls at Fitzroy’s Weekend MarketsMarkets

On weekends, Rose St hosts the popular Fitzroy Mills and Rose Street Markets. The Fitzroy Mills Market (map Google map) on Saturday has stalls selling artisanal local, organic and sustainable produce, plus vintage and handcrafted clothing, cosmetics and homewares. There’s live music and a coffee cart operated by local roastery Industry Beans. On Saturday and Sunday, the Rose Street Market (map Google map) specialises in handmade wares by local artists, designers and crafters. Things get busy at both markets, but the atmosphere’s easy-going, stallholders are happy to chat, and you get the chance to buy direct from the maker. While here, check out the street art in this area – there are some stunning murals.


Fitzroy’s Koorie Community

Fitzroy sits on the traditional land of the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung. After their land was forcibly dispossessed in the 19th century, most Wurundjeri moved to the Coranderrk Mission near Healesville, which was operated by the Aboriginal Protectorate Board. When the mission closed in the 1920s, many of its residents gravitated back to their ancestral land here in Fitzroy, forming the largest Aboriginal community in the state and one integral to the suburb’s social and cultural fabric. Sadly, few members of the Wurundjeri or greater Koorie communities are resident today. To explore the suburb’s rich Aboriginal history, download the Fitzroy Aboriginal Heritage Walking Trail at aboriginalhistoryofyarra.com.au.




Wander along Collingwood’s Smith Street Precinct

map Google map

Collingwood has traded its 19th-century reputation as a home to noxious industries and notorious criminals for its present-day status as one of Melbourne’s most fashionable inner-city suburbs. Smith St has always been its centre of gravity – in the early 20th century the department stores here drew customers from across the city and these days it’s a vibrant eating, drinking and shopping strip with plenty of Asian eateries, some great cafes and a cluster of LGBTIQ+ bars and clubs. Many of the grand old department store buildings still exist, although most have been repurposed as apartment developments, and this makes for a delightful stroll down Smith St and the streets immediately east. As you wander, enjoy a gelato from Gelato Messina or Piccolina Gelateria.

Join the Arts Community at Collingwood Yards Cultural Centre

map Google map

A not-for-profit cultural complex offering affordable arts spaces to individuals and organisations, the Collingwood Yards on Johnston St in Collingwood is housed in a former technical college with an exterior featuring a huge mural painted by American artist Keith Haring in 1984. Inside, you’ll find the West Space and Arts Project art galleries, a bookshop, the popular Stefanino Panino sandwich shop, a record store, and two great bars – rooftop Runner Up and Hope St Radio, a bar, restaurant and radio station in one. In summer special events are often held in the courtyard here – a highlight is the annual funding drive held by resident radio station PBS, which usually involves a week of free live-music performances. Check the website for the events calendar (collingwoodyards.org).




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap     $ $ Moderate     $ $ $ Pricey
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Eating

Top Pub Meals

Builders Arms Hotel $$

map Google map

The chefs at this upmarket Fitzroy drinking destination make the most of a rotisserie grill. noon-11pm

Marquis of Lorne $$

map Google map

Ask any inner northsider to nominate their favourite pub food, and this Fitzroy stalwart may very well come up trumps. 4-11pm Mon-Thu, noon-1pm Sat & Sun, noon-11pm Sun

Rainbow Hotel $$

map Google map

Historic Fitzroy backstreet boozer with excellent food (including veg offerings) and a much-loved beer garden. 4.30-9pm Mon-Thu, noon-9 Fri-Sun

Royal Oak Hotel $$

map Google map

Distinctive exterior, revamped old-school interior and great food. 4-11pm Mon-Thu, noon-late Fri & Sat, noon-11pm Sun

Wine Bars

Bar Liberty $$

map Google map

This long-standing Fitzroy favourite with an innovative Eastern European–influenced menu and an expertly curated list of global wines. 5pm-late Mon-Sat, noon-5pm Sun

Napier Quarter $$

map Google map

Backstreet hangout in Fitzroy functioning as a cafe by day and wine bar at night. 8am-late Mon-Sat, noon-8pm Sun

Marion $$$

map Google map

One of the original and best wine bar and bistros in the Fitzroy area. Book ahead. noon-late

Cafes & Bakeries

Falco $

map Google map

Baker Christine Tan trained at San Francisco’s Tartine, so it’s no surprise that the cakes, pastries and bread at her Smith St bakery are excellent. 8am-3pm

Loafer $

map Google map

Cute-as-a-button bakery and cafe known for its Scandinavian-style cinnamon and cardamon buns. 8am-2pm

CIBI $$

map Google map

Is this hipster favourite a cafe? A Japanese restaurant? A homewares shop? A nursery? In fact, CIBI is all four. 7am-6pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun

Local Institutions

Belle’s Hot Chicken $

map Google map

Chef Morgan McGlone brought his finger-lickin’ recipe for Nashville fried chicken to Australia in 2014, opening this eatery. 11.30am-9pm

Lune Croissanterie $

map Google map

Good things come to those who queue, and here they come in the form of unrivalled pastries. 7.30am-3pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun

N Lee Bakery $

map Google map

This Smith St place pips nearby Sunny’s at the post for the title of best bánh mì in Collingwood. 6am-5.30pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat & Sun


Fine Dining

Cutler & Co $$$

map Google map

Andrew McConnell’s flagship fine diner in Fitzroy proves that he is one of the city’s most versatile chefs. from 5.30pm Wed-Fri, from noon Sun

The Recreation $$$

map Google map

This casual eatery offers a seasonal menu and expertly curated wine list. 5-11pm Mon & Tue, from noon Wed-Sat, 1-9pm Sun

[image: img]
Drinking

Pubs with Beer Gardens

Standard Hotel

map Google map

This Fitzroy backstreet local has been pulling pints since 1865 and is known for its welcoming all-weather beer garden. 3-10pm Mon, to 11pm Tue, noon-11pm Wed-Sat, noon-10pm Sun

Goldy’s! Tavern

map Google map

Tavern with great parmas, Monday night trivia and a fanatically loyal local clientele. 3-11pm Mon-Thu, to 1am Fri, noon-1am Sat, noon-11pm Sun

Lord Newry

map Google map

Historic pub opposite the Edinburgh Gardens in North Fitzroy with an old-school vibe, fireplaces and a pool table. 3-11pm Tue-Thu, noon-1am Fri & Sat, noon-8pm Sun

Union Club Hotel

map Google map

Die-hard local boozer with a retro feel, fireplace, pool table and beer garden. 3-11pm Mon & Tue, noon-11.30pm Wed & Thu, noon-1am Fri-Sun

Pubs with Live Music

Gasometer

map Google map

The capacious band room at the ‘Gaso’ has a retractable roof for open-air gigs in summer. 4-11pm Sun & Wed, to midnight Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat

Northcote Social Club

map Google map

This joint hosts live gigs and has a welcoming front bar and balcony. 4pm-midnight Mon, from noon Tue & Wed, noon-1am Thu, noon-3am Fri & Sat

The Tote

map Google map

One of the city’s iconic live-music venues, with a divey vibe and ultra-loyal clientele. Beware flying glasses and bottles! 6pm-3am Thu & Fri, 3pm-3am Sat, 3pm-midnight Sun

Wesley Anne

map Google map

A High St, Northcote institution with an atmospheric bar, leafy beer garden, live music and arty vibe. noon-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Bars

Black Pearl

map Google map

Award-winning cocktail bar that has been shaking and stirring its creative concoctions in the heart of Brunswick St for over two decades. 5pm-3am Wed-Mon

The Everleigh

map Google map

Sophisticated upstairs cocktail bar in Fitzroy known for its Bartender’s Choice option when bartenders quiz customers about their tastes before recommending a cocktail. 5pm-1am

Public Wine Shop

map Google map

Ahead of the trend when it comes to natural wines, this tiny place in North Fitzroy pours a good selection. 4-11pm Mon-Thu, from noon Fri, noon-8pm Sun


Brewhouses

Molly Rose

map Google map

Craft brewery with a taproom, beer garden and sleek bar. We suggest trying its IPA. 4-10pm Wed-Sun, noon-midnight Fri & Sat, noon-10pm Sun

Stomping Ground Brewery & Beer Hall

map Google map

This brewery and beer hall set in a former textile factory has an impressive 30-tap bar. 11.30am-11pm Sun-Wed, to midnight Fri & Sat

LGBTIQ+ Clubs

The Laird

map Google map

Australia’s longest-running gay-owned and operated bar, this men-only venue offers lots of leather, beer and brawn. 6-11pm Tue, to midnight Wed-Sat

The Peel

map Google map

There’s plenty of dance-floor action at this club and bar hybrid. Mainly gay men, but members of the greater LGBTIQ+ scene are welcome. 10pm-dawn Fri & Sat

Sircuit

map Google map

Popular with a cross-section of gay men, Sircuit is an old-school gay bar with drag shows and an anthem-fuelled dance floor where gogo dancers gyrate. 9pm-3am Wed-Sun

LGBTIQ+ Bars

Beans Bar

map Google map

In Smith St, this dedicated lesbian, trans, non-binary and neurodivergent bar hosts events including social mixers. 5pm-late Thu & Fri, from noon Sat, to 6pm Sun

The 86

map Google map

Long-standing Smith St cocktail bar that is the go-to spot in Fitzroy for cabaret, queer events and drag performances. 7pm-2am Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat

[image: img]
Shopping

Our Picks

Cottage Industry

map Google map

Beloved by crafters, this Gertrude St boutique sells clothes and homewares made with gorgeous textiles, as well as toys, ceramics and paper goods. 10.30am-4pm Wed-Sat

Phillip & Lea

map Google map

Gorgeous Fitzroy store selling well-designed and manufactured tools and wares for cooks, gardeners, makers and outdoor adventurers. 10am-4pm Mon-Fri, to 3pm Sat

Hunter Gatherer

map Google map

Operated by the Brotherhood of St Laurence, this charity store on Brunswick St offers a fun range of recycled fashion. 9.30am-5pm Mon-Sat

Clothing

Bruce

map Google map

Pre-worn designer and luxury pieces for men and women. It’s not cheap, but there are plenty of covetable pieces. 11am-5pm Mon-Sat, from noon Sun

E.S.S.

map Google map

Designer Hoshika Oshimi utilises Japanese aesthetics to create clothing at her Gertrude St atelier. 11am-3pm Mon, to 5pm Tue-Sat, 12.30-4pm Sun

P&P Barbers

map Google map

One of the best barber shops in the inner city, with a well-curated range of clothing and accessories. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat, noon-5pm Sun





Explore

Carlton, Parkville & Brunswick

In close proximity to the University of Melbourne, these inner-north neighbourhoods have always been the main stomping ground of the city’s intelligentsia, a fact that still holds true. Replete with green and open spaces, they are also among the city’s most desirable residential addresses, with streets lined with leafy trees and Victorian-era houses. The lengths of Lygon St in Carlton and Sydney Rd in Brunswick are home to exuberant eating and drinking scenes, arguably the city’s most varied, innovative and exciting, and side streets are littered with corner cafes, neighbourhood wine bars and old-school pubs that offer warm welcomes. This is an inclusive and attractive part of Melbourne (Naarm), one that visitors shouldn’t miss.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walk

Carlton and Parkville are a short walk from the city centre.

[image: icon-tramgif]j Tram

Tram 19 travels between Flinders St and North Coburg via Parkville and Brunswick. Number 1 travels between South Melbourne Beach and East Coburg via Carlton and Brunswick East.

[image: icon-traingif]d Train

The Upfield line stops at Royal Park and Jewell, Brunswick and Anstey stations.

[image: icon-cyclegif]q Bicycle

A section of the Capital City Trail runs along the border of North Carlton and Brunswick.


THE BEST

INDIGENOUS ART & CULTURE Melbourne Museum

LOCAL HISTORY Trades Hall

GREEN SPACE Royal Park

NEIGHBOURHOOD HANGOUT CERES

BAR Bahama Gold
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1Top Experiences

Carlton GardensD8

Trades HallD8

Royal ParkB6




1Experiences

1Lygon StreetF7

2ReadingsF7

3Princes ParkC4

4Melbourne General CemeteryD6

5Counihan GalleryA4

6Daine SingerD3

7Neon ParcC1

8Sydney RoadC2

9Brunswick BallroomA3

10CERESF2




5Eating

11A1 BakeryC1

12Very Good FalafelC1

13Ima Asa YoruC1

14RumiE3

15Cornish ArmsC3

16Green Man’s ArmsF7

17The LincolnD8

18Naughtons HotelC6

19D\.O\.C\. Pizza & Mozzarella BarF8

20FigliaD2

21Leonardo’s Pizza PalaceD7

22BricoE5

23Henry SugarE6

24Carlton Wine RoomF8

25Bar BellamyD6

26Geralds BarE5

27Lagoon DiningE8

28Bar MagnoliaA4

29EttaD3

30ScopriE7

31Balha’s PastryC1

32BrunettiF7

33IrisC3

34PidapipóF8




6Drinking

35FentonD7

36FlorianD6

37Heartattack & VineF7

38Seven SeedsC8

39The AldermanD3

40Bahama GoldD3

41Jimmy Watson’sF7

42Great Northern HotelE4

43Sporting Club HotelC3

44Brunswick GreenA3

45John Curtin HotelD8

46HowlerA4

47The Retreat HotelA4




7Shopping

48Brunswick BoundA3

49Clothing the GapsC1

50MAKE Designed ObjectsF7

51Mr KitlyA3










WALKING TOUR

Walk South Parkville

Notable for its largely intact Victorian streetscapes, pretty-as-a-picture South Parkville has an enviable location sandwiched between the attractive University of Melbourne and the vast swathe of Royal Park, a tranquil retreat on the edge of the city centre.


START

Ian Potter Museum of Art

END

Australian Native Garden

LENGTH

1.8km; 30 minutes
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1 Art Meets Architecture

Founded in 1853, the University of Melbourne is the state’s oldest and most prestigious tertiary institution. Few buildings from its early years remain but there are some impressive modern buildings, including the Ian Potter Museum of Art on Swanston St, designed by Greek-Australian architect Nonda Katsalidis and adorned with Christine O’Laughlin’s sculpture Cultural Rubble.

2 Home for Design

Enter the university’s Gate 3 and head straight until you reach the award-winning Glyn Davis Building, designed by local architect John Wardell and opened in 2014. This houses the Melbourne School of Design. The western side of the building incorporates the facade of the former Bank of New South Wales; this 1856 Collins St building was demolished in 1932 but the university saved its facade.

3 Mid-Century Mosaics

Head north to reach the Beaurepaire Centre, named in honour of businessman, politician and Olympic swimmer Frank Beaurepaire. Designed by Egglestone, McDonald and Secomb and opened in 1956, this mid-century building features a mosaic frieze on the facade and a huge interior mural, both of which were the work of noted Australian artist Leonard French (1928–2017).

4 Uni Watering Hole

Walk west down Tin Alley until you reach Royal Parade. Cross to Naughtons Hotel, which has been serving drinks to university students and staff since 1873. Continue west down Morrah St into the enclave of South Parkville, known for its intact streetscapes of Victorian-era houses featuring cast-iron trim.

5 Miss Fisher’s Mansion

Turn into Park Dr and walk north until you reach Wardlow, a mansion on the corner of Degraves St. Built in 1888 for John Boyes, it remained in the Boyes family until 1975. More recently, it played a starring role as Phryne Fisher’s house in the popular Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries TV series.

6 Native Landscape

Continue north and cross Gatehouse St to enter the attractively landscaped Australian Native Garden, from where you can explore the rest of Royal Park.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Carlton Gardens

The Carlton Gardens retain their Victorian splendour with original features like a fountain, small lake, formal garden beds and avenues lined with plane, oak and elm trees. Today the gardens are home to the excellent Melbourne Museum and an annual extravaganza celebrating gardens and flowers.


map Google map


ACCESSIBILITY

Melbourne Museum prioritises accessibility, offering lift and ramp access to all exhibitions, accessible parking and toilets, free Auslan tours, hearing loops, tactile components to some exhibits and autism-friendly aids.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for information about what’s on at the Melbourne Museum.



Royal Exhibition Building & Carlton Gardens

The Royal Exhibition Building (pictured) was constructed for the great international exhibitions staged in Melbourne in the 1880s, when the huge wealth conferred on the city courtesy of the Gold Rush led to the term ‘Marvellous Melbourne’ being used around the globe. It was the first built heritage site in Australia to be added to the World Heritage List and the UNESCO citation includes the surrounding Carlton Gardens. Modern additions include a basketball court, a paved museum forecourt popular with skateboarders, and a large children’s playground.

Daily one-hour guided tours of the building visit the dome promenade and an exhibition recounting the building’s history; book via the Museums Victoria website. Special events including markets, focusing on wellness, food, craft and design, are also held here, as are runway shows during the Melbourne Fashion Festival.

Melbourne Museum

The Melbourne Museum provides a grand sweep of Victoria’s natural and cultural histories. The museum’s Bunjilaka Aboriginal Culture Centre is the best place in the city to learn about the state’s Indigenous history through objects and Aboriginal voices. Discover the city’s back story in the Melbourne Gallery. The award-winning building includes a playful children’s gallery and a spectacular open-air forest atrium.
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Melbourne International Flower & Garden Show

The largest garden festival in the southern hemisphere is staged in the Carlton Gardens over five days in autumn. This is one of the city’s major festivals, attracting 100,000-plus visitors. Garden displays are set up in the southern section of the gardens and the Royal Exhibition Building becomes temporary home to millions of blooms. There are workshops, demonstrations, competitions and talks, including many for families. See melbflowershow.com.au for more.


QUICK BREAK

The streets surrounding the gardens are filled with tempting cafes, bars and restaurants – head to Lygon and Rathdowne Streets in Carlton, or to Gertrude St in Fitzroy.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Trades Hall

Home to the Victorian Trades Hall Council, which represents over 500,000 union members in the state, the Trades Hall building was the birthplace of organised labour in Australia and the headquarters of successful campaigns to achieve an eight-hour day and fight against conscription during WWI.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The only ways to see the interior of the building are to sign up for a tour, or contact the Trades Hall to arrange a visit to its on-site Workers Museum.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more history of the Trades Hall.



Trades Hall

Built with funds raised from union members, Melbourne’s first trades hall building – a modest timber hall dubbed the ‘People’s Palace’ – was erected at the corner of Lygon and Victoria Sts in 1859. Replaced in the 1880s by this grand edifice designed by Joseph Reed, it was extended in the 1890s and remains little changed from this period.

Tours

The building’s fascinating history is imparted during free 1½-hour guided tours, one of which focuses on feminist trade union history and another on the many campaigns for social and political advances that have been organised from Trades Hall.

Eight-Hour Day Memorial

A monument on a small reserve diagonally across from Trades Hall marks the day in 1856 when stonemasons working on the construction of the University of Melbourne downed tools and walked off their jobs in protest over working conditions. Their action resulted in an agreement that workers employed on public works should enjoy an eight-hour day with no loss of pay – extraordinarily significant considering that at that time many workers in the state worked up to 14 hours per day, six days per week.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Royal Park

The largest open space in the inner city, this 155-hectare tranche of public land is an important Indigenous site. Covered in lightly timbered eucalypt forest, grassland and pockets of wetland, it’s a cherished spot for rest and recreation.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The park has its own railway station on the Upfield line and three tram stops (tram 58). Tram 19 along Royal Parade is also convenient.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for information about the park and its attractions.



The Park

This area here was once a traditional camping ground used by the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung and other tribal groups visiting the area. Corroborees (dance ceremonies) were regularly held here when the first colonists staked their claims to the land. This is also where Burke and Wills set off in 1860 on their ill-fated expedition to the Gulf of Carpentaria; a memorial cairn marks the departure point. During WWII the park hosted a huge US army base.

Today visitors are drawn here for the wonderful Royal Park Nature Playground in the park’s southeastern corner; the Australian Native Garden off Gatehouse St, a perfect picnic spot; a number of sporting venues; and the huge native grassland circle, which is edged by a popular walking track. The local Parkville Residents’ Association has created an app including three walks: one focusing on the Royal Park Billabong, one on the Trin Warren Tam-boore Wetland Area, and another on the native garden.

Melbourne Zoo

Established in 1862, this compact zoo is home to native and exotic species. Set in prettily landscaped gardens, the enclosures include a carnivores trail, a butterfly house, and a simulated rainforest with gorillas, gibbons and a pygmy hippopotamus. An Australian bush trail is home to koalas, Tasmanian devils, wombats and kangaroos.



EXPERIENCES

Stroll Through Carlton’s Little ItalyPrecinct

map Google map

Since the arrival of Mediterranean immigrants post-WWII, Lygon St in Carlton has been synonymous with Italian cuisine. Prominent long-established Italian-owned businesses include King & Godfree, a corner grocer established in 1884 that is now a temple to eating and drinking; the famous Brunetti pasticceria; and the perennially popular Tiamo trattoria, a budget-friendly eatery that has been in this location since 1978. More recent additions include Di Stasio Carlton, a gourmet pizzeria with a gorgeous hidden courtyard (enter from Faraday St).

To investigate Carlton’s Italian built and cultural heritage, download the self-guided tour from CO.AS.IT., an Italian cultural association. For a focus on food and drink, sign up for a late afternoon Aperitivo Tour by Flavourhood Tours, which stops at four Italian food and drink stops on Lygon St. For a DYI aperitivo experience, claim a streetside table at D.O.C. Espresso.

Browse the Bookshelves in ReadingsBookshop

map Google map

A standard bearer in the push to promote Australian literature since 1969, Readings is one of Melbourne’s best and most beloved bookshops. Today you’ll find a number of branches across the inner city and suburbs, but the company’s flagship store remains in Carlton. Staff here are avid readers, and if you are keen to source works by local or national writers they can proffer expert recommendations. There’s an extensive program of free and ticketed events including regular storytimes at the Readings Kids shop next door. Many people browse the shelves here before or after watching a film at Cinema Nova, an arthouse cinema located across the street.

Jog or Walk Around Princes ParkPark

map Google map

One of inner-city Melbourne’s many parks, Princes Park in North Carlton is a popular green space, especially in the afternoon and on weekends when walkers and joggers pound the flat 3.2km Princes Park Track that circles the park’s perimeter. In the 38-hectare park you’ll also find Ikon Park, the home of the Carlton Football Club and a major venue for AFL Women’s matches, plus playing fields (cricket and soccer), a tennis club, the long-standing Princes Park Bowls Club (where you can play barefoot bowls) and a children’s playground.


Ponder Mortality at the Melbourne General CemeteryCemetery

map Google map

The Melbourne General Cemetery in the inner-north suburb of Carlton has been a burial ground since 1853. An attractive public place to visit in its own right, this garden cemetery features curved pathways, trees and shrubs, gate lodges, rest pavilions and wonderful views east to the Dandenong Ranges. The oldest surviving buildings are the Jewish chapel of 1854 and the Catholic mortuary chapel of the 1870s and 1880s. The location of notable burial plots, including three Australian prime ministers, is shown on an information board near the gate lodge entry on College Crescent.


BRUNSWICK ART GALLERIES

Many local artists call Brunswick home, and a number of exciting galleries are located here.

Counihan Gallery

map Google map

Inside the Brunswick Town Hall, this municipal gallery focuses on art with political, social and cultural themes.

Daine Singer

map Google map

Commercial gallery representing and exhibiting artist from Australia and New Zealand, including Wadawurrung woman Dr Deanne Gilson, who explores ways in which contemporary art can create a platform towards healing, acceptance and reclaiming cultural identity.

Neon Parc

map Google map

This gallery and its South Yarra sibling show the work of many of Melbourne’s most exciting new artists, as well as some long-standing big names.



Hit the Sydney Road StripPrecinct

map Google map

Brunswick has traditionally been one of Melbourne’s most diverse suburbs, with waves of Italian and Greek immigrants settling here after WWII and new communities from the Middle East calling the suburb home in more recent years. This is immediately apparent when exploring its vibrant major thoroughfare, Sydney Rd, in particular the stretch north of Victoria St where you’ll find Greek and Italian cake shops as well as Middle Eastern bakeries, groceries and sweet shops. Closer to the city, there are hipster boutiques, secondhand stores, bars, pubs and cafes as well as the beloved Mediterranean Wholesalers, an emporium of Italian produce with an authentic espresso bar.

The annual Brunswick Music Festival and Sydney Rd Street Party (usually held in March) offer a great snapshot of the local music scene. Stages are set up along the length of Sydney Rd and in some side streets, and a party atmosphere prevails.

Enjoy a Live Performance at the Brunswick BallroomLive Music Venue

map Google map

Reinforcing Brunswick’s claim to be the epicentre of the local arts scene, the Brunswick Ballroom occupies part of a historic building on Sydney Rd. Accessed via a dramatic staircase, the main space features unusual stained-glass domes and a wide balcony overlooking Sydney Rd. Music ranges from big bands to jazz ensembles, tribute shows to country sets, with regular appearances by local musical luminaries. For a guaranteed seat during performances, book a ‘dinner & show’ ticket’; general admission tickets can’t be booked in advance and don’t guarantee a seat.

Meet the CERES CommunityFarm

map Google map

An environmental education centre, community garden, urban farm and social enterprise hub, CERES (pronounced ‘series’) is a Brunswick East favourite. On the sprawling site next to the Merri Creek, there’s a market and community gardens, nursery and bookshop focusing on permaculture principles, organic cafe, adventure playground and organic grocery and bakery. The best time to visit is on a Saturday, when a market focusing on upcycled, handmade and secondhand goods is held (weather permitting); special events like the annual Harvest Festival are also worth checking out.


Taking a Stand

Brunswick’s working-class roots mean that it has long been associated with political protest and social justice movements. In the 1930s, local activists campaigned against police attempts to prevent public meetings protesting against unemployment. The campaign culminated in 1933 when artist Noel Counihan famously made a speech on Sydney Rd from within a metal cage, an event today commemorated by the Free Speech Memorial. In 2022, the City of Moreland (which includes Brunswick) changed the municipality’s name to Merri-bek after local activists highlighted the fact that its original namesake was a Jamaican plantation involved in the slave trade. The new name is a Woi Wurrung term meaning ‘rocky country’.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap     $ $ Moderate     $ $ $ Pricey
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Eating

Global Eats

A1 Bakery$

map Google map

This frantically busy Lebanese bakery and cafe serves cheap-as-chips pastries, pizzas and wraps. 7am-5pm

Very Good Falafel$

map Google map

The all-vegetarian falafel, sabich and salads live up to this Sydney Rd joint’s name and then some. 11am-5pm Mon-Sat

Ima Asa Yoru$$

map Google map

Traditional Japanese breakfasts and lunch, plus more-sophisticated fare at night. 11am-3pm & 5.30pm-late Wed-Sat, 11am-3pm Tue, 8am-3pm Sun

Rumi$$

map Google map

Chef Joseph Abboud delivers traditional Lebanese dishes and contemporary interpretations of old Levantine and Persian dishes at his East Brunswick restaurant. 5.30-9.30pm

Pub Grub

Cornish Arms$$

map Google map

This place has a rooftop terrace and plenty of vegan choices on the food menu. noon-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Green Man’s Arms$$

map Google map

There’s an exclusively vegetarian and vegan menu with loads of gluten-free options at this Lygon St pub. 4pm-late Mon-Thu, from 3pm Fri, from noon Sat & Sun

The Lincoln$$

map Google map

Carlton’s favourite gastropub has been operating since 1854. Its lunchtime Sunday roast is one of Melbourne’s best. noon-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Naughtons Hotel$$

map Google map

Opposite Melbourne Uni in Parkville, this historic student pub serves good food and has pleasant indoor and streetside seating. noon-late Tue-Sun

Pizza

D.O.C. Pizza & Mozzarella Bar$$

map Google map

Popular but noisy Carlton pizzeria pumping thin-crust pizzas out of its oven. 5pm-late Mon-Thu, noon-late Fri-Sun

Figlia$$

map Google map

Thick-crust sourdough pizza, refined antipasti and a predominantly Italian wine list are the draws at this newcomer. From 5pm Mon-Fri, from noon Sat & Sun

Leonardo’s Pizza Palace$$

map Google map

American-style pies including a kick-ass pepperoni are served at this hipster hangout. 5-10pm Mon-Thu, noon-midnight Sat & Sun, noon-late Sun

Wine Bars

Brico$$

map Google map

A simple but delicious Mod Oz menu is on offer at this newcomer, but the main draw is the expertly curated wine list. 5pm-late Wed-Sat, 2-6pm Sun

Henry Sugar$$

map Google map

Natural wines and Mediterranean food in North Carlton. from 5pm Thu-Sat & Mon, from 12.30pm Sun

Carlton Wine Room$$$

map Google map

Bistro and wine bar serving top-notch Mod Oz food and a careful selection of global wines. noon-11pm Fri-Sun, from 4pm Tue-Thu

Neighbourhood Haunts

Bar Bellamy$$

map Google map

Seasonal food and cocktails are the hallmark of this modest wine bar in Carlton. 5pm-1am Wed-Sat, from 1pm Sun

Geralds Bar$$

map Google map

The jewel of Rathdowne Village – the perfect neighbourhood wine bar and bistro, with indoor and outdoor seating. 5-11pm

Fine Dining

Lagoon Dining$$

map Google map

Asian eateries on Lygon St are unusual, but Lagoon’s innovative and delicious menu made it an instant hit. 5-9.30pm Wed & Thu, from noon Fri & Sat, 1-9pm Sun

Bar Magnolia$$$

map Google map

Oz-accented French bistro with a bustling atmosphere, keenly priced set menu and impressive wine list. 5-11pm Thu & Fri, 1-3pm & 5-11pm Sat

Etta$$$

map Google map

The sophisticated Asian-influenced creations are the knockouts on chef and food writer Rosheen Kaul’s pan-global menu. 5pm-late Tue-Thu, noon-late Fri & Sat

Scopri$$$

map Google map

Old-school Italian ristorante with impressive food and wine menus. noon-3pm & 5.30pm-late Tue-Fri, 5.30pm-late Sat

Sweet Treats

Balha’s Pastry$

map Google map

Melbourne’s best baklava features amid the lavish display of Lebanese pastries and biscuits at this Lebanese cafe. 9am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri-Sun

Brunetti$

map Google map

A Carlton institution, this Italian cafe and pasticceria on Lygon St offers a huge array of cakes, pastries and biscotti. 6am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11.30pm Fri & Sat

Iris$

map Google map

One of a growing number of artisanal bakeries to be found in Brunswick backstreets. Great coffee and baked goods. 8am-2pm Wed-Fri, 8am-until sold out Sat & Sun

Pidapipó$

map Google map

It’s a big call to make, but we nominate this authentically Italian Lygon St gelateria as the best in the city. noon-11pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Cafes

Fenton

map Google map

Farm cafe in Carlton serving what may well be the best coffee and food in the ’hood. 7am-3pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun

Florian

map Google map

Join the queue for the filled baguettes and sandwiches at this highlight – you won’t regret the wait. 7.30am-3pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun


Heartattack & Vine

map Google map

Where Carlton’s literati gather for a coffee or aperitivo – the best seats are at the window bar. 8am-late

Seven Seeds

map Google map

This was one of the first artisanal coffee roasters in Melbourne. 7am-5pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun

Bars

The Alderman

map Google map

This neighbourhood favourite has an old-fashioned front bar, a rear courtyard and an upstairs deck. 5-11pm Tue-Thu, to 1am Fri, 3pm-1am Sat

Bahama Gold

map Google map

Local beers on tap, serious wines by the glass and a party atmosphere. noon-midnight

Jimmy Watson’s

map Google map

The front bar attracts older drinkers while the rooftop Wolf’s Lair draws a younger crowd. noon-9pm Tue & Wed, to 10pm Thu & Sat, to 11pm Fri, to 3.30pm Sun

Pubs

Great Northern Hotel

map Google map

Neighbourhood favourite with a rowdy sports bar in the beer garden. 11am-11pm Sun-Wed, to 1am Thu-Sat

Sporting Club Hotel

map Google map

Renovated Brunswick pub with great food and a spacious rear courtyard. noon-11pm Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat

Pubs & Bars with Live Music

Brunswick Green

map Google map

Down-to-earth boozer with a leafy beer garden and regular live music. 4-11pm Tue-Thu, to 1am Fri, 2pm-1am Sat, to 10pm Sun

John Curtin Hotel

map Google map

Heritage-listed Curtin serves up fried chicken, burgers and live performances. noon-11.30pm Tue-Thu, to 2am Fri, 1pm-2am Sat, 1-11pm Sun

Howler

map Google map

Street-art-covered warehouse with bar and a purpose-built space for live acts. 5-11pm Tue-Thu, 3.30pm-1am Fri, from noon Sat, 2-10pm Sun

The Retreat Hotel

map Google map

A grungy cameo of old-school Brunswick with nightly gigs and open-mic nights. noon-1am Sun-Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat
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Shopping

Our Picks

Brunswick Bound

map Google map

Known for its range of fiction, this Brunswick bookshop is patronised by the large number of writers living in the area. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat, to 5pm Sun

Clothing the Gaps

map Google map

Aboriginal social enterprise on Sydney Rd producing ‘merch with a message’. Some items are ‘mob only’ but there’s plenty that’s available to all. 1-5.30pm Mon, from 10am Tue-Fri, 11am-4pm Sat

MAKE Designed Objects

map Google map

Carlton shop that stocks pieces by local and Australian designers. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat

Mr Kitly

map Google map

Head up the narrow stairs to a treasure trove of carefully curated homewares and accessories with a Japanese influence. 11am-5pm Tue-Fri, 10am-4pm Sat





Explore

Williamstown & the West

Melbourne’s west is booming. It is one of the fastest-growing residential corridors in the country, and a multitude of new housing estates are attracting migrants from Asia, Africa and the subcontinent, endowing this part of the city with a lively multicultural population. This is nothing new – Footscray in the inner west has long had the reputation as one of Melbourne’s most culturally diverse communities, with large Vietnamese and African populations – but the suburbs west of the city centre can now be characterised as places where local culture, history and memory are emphatically multicultural. The west is also rich in history, with the bayside suburb of Williamstown sporting many 19th-century buildings and maritime structures.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-traingif]d Train

Williamstown and Werribee trains travel from the city centre via North Melbourne, Footscray, Seddon and Yarraville.

[image: icon-boatgif]f Ferry

Melbourne River Cruises (melbcruises.com.au) operates return ferry trips between Southgate and Williamstown’s Gem Pier. St Kilda Ferries (stkildaferry.com.au) services sail from St Kilda Pier to Williamstown.

[image: icon-cyclegif]q Bicycle

An 8km foreshore trail links Williamstown and Altona Beach further west.


THE BEST

BEACH DAY Williamstown Beach

CRAFT BREWERY Hop Nation Brewing Co

LOCAL MARKET Footscray Market

SUBURBAN ESCAPE Werribee Park Precinct

WALKING TOUR Williamstown
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1Top Experiences

Werribee Park PrecinctA4




1Experiences

1Williamstown FerriesD7

2Williamstown BeachC8

3Australian Islamic CentreA6

4Hop Nation Brewing CoD2

5The Cheeky PintD3

6Hotel WestwoodD2

7Footscray MarketF3

8Little Saigon Welcome ArchF3




5Eating

9Huong VietF3

10LuxsmithC2

11Ras DashenC3

12Sapa HillsF3

13Bar ThymeD3

14NaviC2

15T Cavallaro & Sons PasticceriaF3

16Harley & RoseB1

17SebastianC8

18Amasya Kebab HouseE4

19Nhu LanF3

20Pie ThiefC1

21DumboB1

22Common GalaxiaC2

23Crowded HouseC7

24Migrant CoffeeB1




6Drinking

25Hobson’s Bay HotelD7

26Mona CastleC2

27Railway HotelC3

28Back Alley Sally’sD1

29Mr WestE3

30Pride of Our FootscrayF3




7Shopping

31Sun BookshopC3









WALKING TOUR

Walk Historic Williamstown

The charming maritime village of Williamstown, affectionately called ‘Willy’ by its residents, is a beachside suburb with terrific views across the water to the city skyline, a salty seafaring atmosphere and plenty of early colonial-era buildings.


START

Gem Pier

END

Fort Gellibrand Lookout

LENGTH

2.5km; one hour
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1 Spectacular Views

City skyline views can be enjoyed from Gem Pier, completed in 1847, at the northeast corner of Commonwealth Reserve. Named after a paddle steamer that ferried passengers between Williamstown and Port Melbourne between 1846 and 1886, the pier is the permanent home of HMAS Castlemaine, a WWII minesweeper.

2 Boatbuilding Heritage

Walk through the reserve and past the tennis courts to reach a clutch of still-functioning historic boatbuilding sheds. These include Blunt’s Boatyard & Slipway, a business established in 1880.

3 Historic Facades

Cross Nelson Pl to admire the 1892 former Yacht Club Hotel at number 207, which has a frieze featuring a sailing ship on its pediment, and the former Advertiser newspaper office next door, built between 1885 and 1888, which has a frieze featuring William Caxton, inventor of the printing press.

4 Church Complex

Walk west until you reach the Church of England Complex on the corner of Pasco St. The bluestone Gothic Revival–style church was built between 1871 and 1874. The vicarage on the site dates from 1886 and was once the home of Ada Cambridge (1844–1926), Australia’s first female poet of note.

5 Botanic Gardens

Veer into Pasco St and walk to Williamstown Beach Train Station. Take the underpass, walk east along Railway Crescent and then into Langford St to reach the Williamstown Botanic Gardens. Dating from the 1850s, it was altered c 1907 and remains largely unchanged since this time.

6 Modernist Pavilion

Cross the Eplanade to Williamstown Beach to admire the bay view and the distinctive De Stijl–style dressing pavilion now occupied by the restaurant Sebastian. Built in 1936 in the European Modernist style, this is a much-loved local landmark.

7 Coastal Landscape

Follow the Esplanade east to the Fort Gellibrand Coastal Heritage Park, site of Victoria’s first permanent European settlement and seaport. Native plants and grasses here provide important habitat areas for wader birds. Also here is Mike Nicholls’ and Jonathan Leahey’s Cargo (2009), a sculpture referencing Williamstown’s rich maritime history.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Werribee Park Precinct

Located approximately 40km west of the city centre in one of Melbourne’s major growth corridors, the Werribee Park precinct is the core of a huge pastoral run established by Scottish farmers Thomas and Andrew Chirnside in the second half of the 19th century.


map


PLANNING TIP

It’s worth devoting a full day for your visit, particularly if you plan to visit the zoo and Shadowfax Winery. To get here by public transport, take a Werribee line train to the final stop and connect with bus 439 heading to Werribee South.

[image: barcode]

Scan these QR codes for the visiting details of the precinct’s attractions.



History

This area was long home to the Boon Wurrung (aka Bunurong) and Wadawurrung peoples, the Traditional Owners of the land, who hunted and fished here. Few colonial settlers lived in the area. Everything changed in the 1850s when the Chirnside brothers acquired a huge tract of land on which they would establish a pastoral run and build a grandiose 60-room Italianate mansion. As well as building the mansion, an extensive landscaped garden was established and an orchard planted. A number of new attractions were built on the estate after the Victorian State Government acquired it in the 1970s.

Werribee Park Mansion

Constructed in the 1870s, the mansion is a vivid reminder of the opulent lifestyles enjoyed by colonial squatters – early 19th-century settlers in the colony of Port Phillip who took possession of tracts of fertile land that they had no legal claim to and then established immensely profitable pastoral runs. Visitors are free to explore – particularly impressive features include the entrance hall and its grand staircase with the feature stained-glass window.

The Gardens

After touring the house, visitors can explore the formal gardens, which were originally laid out by WR Guilfoyle, curator of the Melbourne Botanic Gardens. They include an artificial lake with decorated grotto, circular parterre, rustic fountain, glasshouses and an outstanding collection of trees. Next to the original gardens is the Victoria State Rose Garden, planted in the 1980s and home to 5000 rosebushes that bloom in stages between October and July.

[image: jpg]
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Werribee Open Range Zoo

Operated by Zoo Victoria, this open-range nature park (pictured) features a number of habitats including the African River Trail, home to lions, hippos, cheetahs, monkeys and gorillas, and the Australian Trail, where kangaroos, emus, koalas and wallabies can be spotted. There’s also a safari experience in which wheelchair-accessible buses transport visitors across a savannah landscape where camels, bison, wild horses, ostriches, oryx, rhinos, zebras, giraffes and other animals roam.


QUICK BREAK

Enjoy a guided tasting of the highly regarded wines produced by Shadowfax Winery before settling down for lunch or dinner in the winery’s casual restaurant. Booking for meals is advisable.





EXPERIENCES

Take the Ferry to WilliamstownBeach town

map Google map

Sure, you can take the train to Williamstown – but arriving by water is much more fun. Board a ferry in central Melbourne or St Kilda, sail across Hobsons Bay and spend a day exploring Williamstown. Free guided heritage walking tours depart from the helpful Hobsons Bay Visitor Information Centre every Tuesday and Friday at 11.45 in autumn and spring. At other times, walking-tour maps are available at the visitor centre.

Soak up the Sun at Williamstown Beach Beach

map Google map

Swimming at one of Melbourne’s best beaches is added incentive to spend a day in Williamstown. Williamstown Beach is only a short walk from the train station of the same name and a short walk from Gem Pier – if walking from the pier, make your way via the historic Botanic Gardens. The sandy beach is patrolled during summer but is mostly wave-free. The kiosk near the patrolled area is a great place for a coffee or snack. If you’re after something more head to Spanish restaurant Sebastian, which occupies a 1930s modernist bathers’ pavilion set at the water’s edge.

Admire Contemporary Architecture at the Australian Islamic Centre Mosque

map Google map

Opened in 2019, the Australian Islamic Centre in Newport has been dubbed Australia’s first transparent masjid (mosque) due to its plethora of glass and its open facade. Designed by Glenn Murcutt, Australia’s only recipient of the prestigious Pritzker Architecture Prize, in association with Turkish-born Hakan Elevli, the mosque is set behind a public reserve with play equipment, water features and a meditation area. The mosque’s design features rammed earth, exposed concrete, bluestone pavers, ornamental pools and copious glazing (including panes of triangular coloured glass on the ceiling that throw colour onto the floor of the prayer hall). Unusually, there is no minaret – Murcutt and Elevli deemed this redundant as the daily adhan (call to prayer) is not recited in Australian mosques. The complex also houses a library, classrooms and exercise space. Note that the mosque is open to visitors only outside prayer times.

Sink a Westside Pint or TwoBeer Trail

The western suburbs may not be the first port of call for lovers of fine dining, but they certainly have a stellar reputation as the home of some of the city’s most welcoming pubs and taprooms. Popular local craft breweries include Hop Nation Brewing Co (map Google map), which has a taproom near the Maribyrnong River in Footscray, and The Cheeky Pint (map Google map), which has a pub and sports bar in West Footscray. Local pubs worth checking out include Footscray’s Hotel Westwood (map Google map), which is open Friday to Sunday and known for its live music. To enjoy a good meal with your pint, head to Yarraville’s Railway Hotel, the Hobson’s Bay Hotel in Williamstown or the Mona Castle in Seddon. The most atmospheric times to visit these venues are on weekend afternoons, particularly when the Bulldogs are playing (many venues screen the matches live).

Experience Vietnamese Culture in FootscrayArea

The Vietnamese community is the sixth largest migrant community in Australia, comprising 1% of the national population. One of the areas in Melbourne where this is most apparent is Footscray, as a walk around the streets immediately north of Footscray Railway Station will make clear. Footscray Market (map Google map), which runs between Hopkins and Irving Streets, has many Vietnamese shops and eateries, as do Hopkins and Leeds Sts. Celebrating the Vietnamese community’s success in the suburb, the City of Maribyrnong recently commissioned the Little Saigon Welcome Arch (map Google map) on Leeds St that features the traditional temple motif of a pair of cranes standing on the back of a turtle.


The Western Bulldogs

Residents of Melbourne’s western suburbs proudly describe themselves as ‘Westies’ and prize two things above all else: community and the local AFL team. Called ‘the Doggies’ or ‘the Dogs’ by its supporters, the Western Bulldogs Football Club was founded in 1877 as the Footscray Football Club. Although its home ground is now Docklands Stadium, located at the gateway to the West, its training ground is the Whitten Oval in Footscray, a suburb that was once staunchly working class but now, like the rest of the West, is being rapidly gentrified.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap     $ $ Moderate     $ $ $ Pricey
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Eating

Great Global Eats

Huong Viet $

map Google map

Vegan Vietnamese restaurant close to Footscray market that specialises in flavour-packed tofu and mushroom dishes. 10am-8.30pm

Luxsmith $$

map Google map

Tasty Thai- and Vietnamese-influenced food served at indoor and outdoor tables at this bustling Seddon restaurant. 5.30pm-late Wed-Sat

Ras Dashen $

map Google map

Beloved for its spicy Ethiopian wots (stews) and tibs (stir-fries) served with fermented injera bread. 12.30-9.30pm Wed-Thu & Sun, to 9.30 Fri & Sat

Sapa Hills $

map Google map

Vietnamese joint on Footscray’s main strip that’s known for its gua bao (buns) and 10-hour beef rib. 11am-10pm Wed-Mon

Mod Oz Menus

Bar Thyme $$

map Google map

Casual Footscray bistro with a small but delicious menu alongside natural wines. from 5pm Wed-Sat, from noon Sun

Navi $$$

map Google map

The seasonal degustation menu here is among the best in the city and the adjoining bar is alluring, too. 6-11pm Wed-Sat, 2-5pm Sun

Mediterranean Treats

T Cavallaro & Sons Pasticceria $

map Google map

Footscray pasticceria that has served freshly filled cannoli since 1956 – opt for the ricotta version. 8.30am-4pm Tue-Fri, to 3pm Sat, noon Sun

Harley & Rose $

map Google map

The best pizzas in the West come out of the wood-fired oven at this West Footscray favourite. Pizzas are very affordable; pastas and other mains are a bit pricier. 5pm-late Tue-Sat

Sebastian $$$

map Google map

In an architecturally notable European modernist pavilion, this Spanish eatery has great views of Williamstown Beach. noon-10pm Wed-Sat, to 5pm Sun

Cheap Eats

Amasya Kebab House $

map Google map

Turkish owned and operated, this Footscray kebapçi is justly proud of its home-baked pide, freshly made dips and juicy grilled meats. 9am-7pm Mon-Sat

Nhu Lan $

map Google map

The bánh mì made by this bakery opposite Footscray Market are cheap and delicious. Choose from salad (with or without tofu) or from a range of meats. 5am-6pm


Pie Thief $

map Google map

Another Footscray favourite, this hipster bakery sells chunky steak pies, pork and fennel sausage rolls, and vegan BBQ jackfruit pies. 8.30am-3pm Mon-Fri, 10am-4pm Sat & Sun

Best Cafes

Dumbo $

map Google map

The coffee at this cafe is as impressive as its globally inspired food. 7am-3pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun

Common Galaxia $

map Google map

Neighbourhood joint serving all-day breakfast and coffee made with beans sourced from a range of artisanal roasteries. 7am-2.30pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun

Crowded House $

map Google map

Possibly the best coffee in Willy, but be warned that the bar is low. 6.30am-3pm Mon-Sat, from 7am Sun

Migrant Coffee $

map Google map

Head to this West Footscray joint to enjoy delicious filled bagels and excellent coffee. 7am-2pm Thu-Fri & Mon, from 8am Sat & Sun
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Drinking

Popular Pubs

Hobson’s Bay Hotel

map Google map

The premium seating at this gastropub is at the rooftop bar with city skyline views. noon-11pm Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat

Mona Castle

map Google map

This corner pub has been gussied up in recent times, reflecting Seddon’s changing demographic. The food here is good and Hop Nation’s IPA is one of nine beers on tap. noon-late

Railway Hotel

map Google map

In an art deco building on Yarraville’s main strip, the Railway offers a comfortable interior and roof terrace. There’s also a good, albeit meat-focused, food menu. noon-late

Best Bars

Back Alley Sally’s

map Google map

Located in a repurposed factory near the Maribyrnong River, this upstairs bar has a strong neighbourhood following. 5-10pm Tue & Wed, to 11pm Thu, 12.30pm-midnight Fri, 1pm-midnight Sat, 3-10pm Sun

Mr West

map Google map

Enter through the bottle shop to discover multiple taps, global beers and seasonal cocktails in this upstairs drinking den in the heart of Footscray. noon-11.30pm Tue-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat, to midnight Sun, to 9pm Mon

LGBTIQ+ Club

Pride of Our Footscray

map Google map

Trivia nights and drag shows are two of the many events staged at this community-owned and operated LGBTIQ+ bar and club. 7-10pm Tue & Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat
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Shopping

Bookshop

Sun Bookshop

map Google map

In Yarraville’s art deco Sun Theatre building, this independent bookshop is one of the best in Melbourne. Nearby is its children’s bookshop, The Younger Sun. 9am-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 10am-5.30pm Sun





WORTH A TRIP

Phillip Island

A sleeping coastal farming community for much of the year, the population of Phillip Island (Millowl) swells as surfers, families and wildlife lovers descend on the island during summer. Discover windswept beaches, craggy cliffs, hilltop wineries, and the island’s unofficial mascot, the charming little penguin.
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GETTING THERE

Phillip Island is a two-hour drive from Melbourne (Naarm). Alternatively, you can take a daily V/Line coach, with stops at San Remo, Newhaven and Cowes, or join a day tour departing from the city centre.
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Scan for practical information including walking and cycling trails.



Penguin Parade

Phillip Island is home to the world’s largest little penguin colony. One of the island’s most popular spectacles is watching the adorable waddlers (up to 4000 every night) as they emerge from the surf at dusk to find their burrows around Summerland Beach. Before the main event, start by learning about the penguins at the impressive 1visitor centre, which was designed to give visitors a special encounter with the penguins while minimising disruption to their nightly routine. Then take a seat in the grandstand (pictured) to watch the penguins arrive. Be sure to arrive at least an hour beforehand (check the website for their ETA) and bring warm clothing. General tickets start from $30/15 per adult/child. Kids under four can visit for free.

Grand Prix Circuit

Phillip Island’s Grand Prix Circuit plays host to international motorcycle and car racing championships throughout the year, including the Australian Motorcycle Grand Prix and Superbike World Championship. As you arrive at this Disneyland for rev heads, you’ll hear the hum of race cars intensify. You can access off-limit trackside areas on a 2 guided tour, explore the motorsport museum, or strap in for a single or tandem go-kart race on the small-scale replica of the island’s Grand Prix Circuit (minimum age is 12).
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Koala Conservation Reserve

An elevated boardwalk takes you into the trees at the 3Koala Conservation Centre for a guaranteed encounter with one of Australia’s most loved marsupials. The two looped boardwalks are flat and wheelchair-friendly, as are the other trails covering nearly six hectares of bushlands. Educational displays explain koala conservation, and there’s a free-to-access play area for the kids. Wallabies, echidnas and colourful native birds can also be spotted.

Cowes

Phillip Island’s largest town has a main esplanade lined with eateries, shops, amusements, galleries and supermarkets. Restaurants and cafes change hands regularly and quality can be variable. 4Grenache Wine Bar has earned a reputation among locals as one of the island’s best places to eat, while 5North Pier Hotel offers relaxed pub fare with an impressive kids’ playroom and cinema upstairs. 6Waterboy Cafe is a reliable breakfast spot, but if you’re on the run, 7G’Day Tiger offers speciality coffee and sandwiches.


PLANNING TIP

Phillip Island Nature Parks offers a discounted ‘3 Parks Pass’ that includes entry to the nightly Penguin Parade, Koala Conservation Reserve and Churchill Island, a heritage farm.



Beaches

Don’t be fooled: Phillip Island’s beaches are beautiful but treacherous, particularly along the southern coast. Play safe and only swim at patrolled beaches. 8Cowes Main Beach, at the end of the esplanade, has calm waters ideal for little kids. 9Smiths Beach is an accessible beach ideal for swimming and paddle-boarding, with nearby aIsland Surfboards offering group surfing lessons. Lifeguards are on patrol from November to February.

Wineries

Phillip Island’s maritime climate is ideal for growing red varietals. bPurple Hen Winery is a family-run vineyard and cellar door with spectacular views of Western Port Bay. cPhillip Island Winery has an equally beautiful location with a restaurant, cellar door and boutique store, plus expansive lawns where you can play croquet, ring toss or bocce. While the island is small, you’ll need your own car to drive between these wineries, or you can book a speciality wine tour.

Cape Woolamai Walk

Cape Woolamai affords some of the best coastal views on the island with three moderately graded looped walking trails to explore. Departing from the beach car park, the dtrails can take you to the dramatic jagged Pinnacles (1½ hours return) and the Old Granite Quarry (two hours return). The furthest walk is to the Cape Woolamai Beacon (2½ hours return).


TRADITIONAL OWNERS

Phillip Island, or Millowl as it is known to the Traditional Owners, the Bunurong/Boonwurrung people of the Kulin nation, has a history that dates back thousands of years. Millowl Culture organises bespoke walking tours (on request) that explore the Bunurong/Boonwurrung people’s ongoing connection to the island.




OPENING HOURS

Many places to eat and shop are closed or have reduced hours on Mondays and Tuesdays, even during the island’s popular summer months.







WORTH A TRIP

Mornington Peninsula

Shaped like a boot, the Mornington Peninsula is a summertime favourite thanks to its family-friendly beaches, vineyards with glittering bay views and steaming hot springs. Most development is on the bay-facing side but explore the hinterlands and you’ll be spoiled by local producers and quiet walking trails.
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GETTING THERE

A car is the best way to explore the peninsula, which is a one-hour drive from Melbourne. Metro rains run from the city centre to Frankston, from where you can take bus connections to Portsea (running along the coast) and Flinders.
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Scan for practical information and suggestions on what to see and do.



Mineral Hot Springs

Take a long soak at one of the peninsula’s two geothermal mineral hot springs: 1Peninsula Hot Springs and 2Alba Thermal Springs & Spa. Both offer a range of spa, private bathing and massage treatments. Of the two, Peninsula Hot Springs is the more established, and affordable, with a broader range of experiences.

Wineries

Pinot noir is the dominant varietal grown on the peninsula and there are many places to try it. 3Montalto (pictured) in Red Hill and 4Pt Leo Estate in Merricks are both cellar doors that feature contemporary sculpture trails to explore after a tasting. Other highlights include the cellar door at 5Quealy Winery, the architecturally stunning tasting room at 6Port Phillip Estate, 7Rare Hare Wine & Food Store, and 8Ten Minutes By Tractor, an intimate estate that has a wine bar.

Beach Towns

Sorrento and Portsea at the tip of the peninsula get the most attention from visitors, but you’ll find fewer crowds, cheaper prices and the same dazzling blue waters in towns between Mornington and Blairgowrie. Dromana, Rye and Rosebud are worthy pit stops with shopping strips over the road from sandy lifeguard-patrolled beaches with beach boxes painted in a rainbow of colours. Whitecliffs Foreshore, Bridgewater Bay and Rye Front Beach rank as some of the best places for a dip.


Dromana Habitat

A dozen local makers and producers have taken up residence across an assortment of garages and warehouses in Dromana’s backstreets. 9Bass & Flinders Distillery makes coastal-inspired gins using foraged native botanicals, while aJimmyRum Distillery defies the gin trend to focus on award-winning rum. bJetty Road Brewery has a relaxed beer hall vibe. cLittle Rebel is a cellar door for coffee bean aficionados. dRed Hill Candle Co offers vibrant homewares and candle-making classes.
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Dromana Drive-In

One of two remaining drive-in cinemas in the state, the eDromana Drive-In still draws motoring crowds to watch new releases from the comfort of their car. The cinema runs year-round and tickets are sold online.


TRAFFIC

Roads on the peninsula can become heavily congested from mid-afternoon, especially on weekends during the warmer months. Avoid traffic by staying for dinner and driving back to the city after 7pm.



Main Ridge Dairy

This charming goat-cheese farm in fMain Ridge uses traditional methods to make a range of cheeses on-site. Say hello to the goatherd gathering at the fence line, then stop in at the French-inspired tasting room for a grazing platter and glass of wine. Art classes and cooking workshops are also offered.


BEST VIEWPOINT

Known as Wonga to the Bunurong/Boonwurrung people, Arthurs Seat affords dazzling views across the peninsula. jArthurs Seat Eagle offers return gondola rides up the mountain, or you can tackle the Bunurong Track, a moderately difficult one-hour climb (1.8kms).



Enchanted Adventure Garden

Splayed across the Arthurs Seat hinterland is an impressive collection of ghedge mazes, giant brainteaser puzzles, tube slides, and an intricate zip-line course through the trees. Pack a picnic or buy lunch on-site at the affordably priced cafe. The park is wheelchair- and pram-friendly.

Bushrangers Bay Walking Track

Allow two hours to complete this 5.4km return trail in hMornington Peninsula National Park, which starts at the eastern car park at Cape Schanck Lighthouse and takes in some of the peninsula’s best scenery, passing banksia forests and jagged cliffs. Hazardous water conditions mean swimming is not recommended and the beach is unpatrolled.

St Andrews Beach Brewery

A former horse-training facility has been converted into a bright and cheery ibrewery, with stables given new life as dining booths. You can dine indoors, in the beer garden, or book a private picnic in the apple orchard. There are ample screens to watch sports too.


PLANNING TIP

Searoad Ferries crosses from Sorrento to Queenscliff with cars, motorhomes and caravans onboard. This makes it possible to continue straight to the Great Ocean Road without backtracking through the city.







WORTH A TRIP

Great Ocean Road

Originally built as a WWI memorial, the 243km Great Ocean Road has since earned a reputation as one of Australia’s most scenic drives. Wend your way from Torquay to Allansford past world-renowned surf breaks, dipping in and out of coastal towns before plunging into the eucalypt Otway hinterlands. The Eastern Maar and Wadawurrung peoples are the Traditional Custodians of this region and continue to practise their culture on land and at sea.
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PLANNING TIP

Most day-trippers race along to the Twelve Apostles and then drive straight back to Melbourne. To properly savour the route, hire a car and plan to stay a couple of nights.
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Scan this QR code for practical information including tips on what to do and where to stay.



Torquay

The Great Ocean Road officially begins in this coastal town, which became the surfing epicentre of Australia after the Rip Curl Pro made 1Bells Beach famous in 1961. Learn more at the 2Australian National Surfing Museum (pictured) or try your hand surfing with 3Go Ride a Wave or 4Torquay Surfing Academy. While you’re here, grab an artisanal coffee at 5Mavis Mavis, sandwiches at 6Mortadeli or fried goodies from 7Bell Street Fish & Chips.
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Aireys Inlet

Not far from the more popular Lorne, Aireys Inlet offers the same access to great beaches, particularly Fairhaven Beach, with fewer summer crowds. Taste some local brews and listen to live music at 8Aireys Pub; book in at one of the country’s few rasul steam baths at 9Sunnymead Hotel; or lace up your boots for the 3.5km aAireys Inlet Cliff Walk, which starts at Split Point Lighthouse.

Lorne

One of the Great Ocean Road’s original resort towns, Lorne may be a little overdeveloped these days, and it gets seriously busy in summer, but it nevertheless retains all the charms that have long lured visitors, including its incredible natural beauty. Stop in at bThe Bottle of Milk for a burger or grab a tasty thin-crust pie at cPizza Pizza while you’re here.


QUICK BREAK

Geelong, Melbourne’s second most populous city, is one hour out of Melbourne and an ideal pit stop en route to Torquay. Grab a coffee at one of Little Malop St’s cafes.



Great Otway National Park

One of the wettest places in Victoria, the Otway is a vast eucalypt rainforest that extends along the coast from Lorne to just before the Twelve Apostles. Stop at the historic dCape Otway Lightstation to learn about the area’s maritime history, hop into the saddle and explore mountain-bike trails, or visit after dark to try to spot glow-worms hiding in hollows at Melba Gully. eOtway Eco Tours offers a canoeing experience in search of elusive platypuses. The park has over 20 different trails, ranging from beachside walks to rainforest tracks, including the approachable 30-minute return Maits Rest Rainforest Trail, departing from Maits Rest car park.


BEST VIEW

To experience the full towering effect of the Twelve Apostles, descend to Gibson Beach via a narrow 86-step staircase. The steps are not suitable for wheelchairs or prams, and the beach is not patrolled.



Wildlife Wonders

Led by the same team who developed Hobbiton in New Zealand, this fwildlife sanctuary was established on a swathe of Otway hinterland that precipitously drops into the sea. Extensive effort has gone into making Wildlife Wonders predator-free so its inhabitants can live and reproduce safely. Join a guide on a 75-minute walk in search of emus, kangaroos and koalas to learn about local conservation efforts, or visit at dusk for a longer tour in search of elusive nocturnal critters.

The Twelve Apostles

There might only be seven of them now but these g jagged monoliths (pictured) thrusting out of the Bass Strait are no less mesmerising. Plan your visit to coincide with either sunrise or sunset to avoid the crowds. You can reach the main lookout from the visitor centre and kiosk, which also has ample parking. For a different perspective, take to the sky with h 12 Apostles Helicopters (a 16-minute flight starts from $165 per person).
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Port Campbell

Just a 10-minute drive from the Twelve Apostles, Port Campbell is a popular pit stop and overnight destination that features a sheltered main beach. Tuck into hot fish and chips on the foreshore, jump from the jetty or drop a fishing line. Visit nearby sights iLondon Bridge and jLoch Ard Gorge to learn why this infamous stretch of Victoria is known as the Shipwreck Coast.

Warrnambool

This former whaling station is now a major whale-watching town, especially from April to November when the great cetaceans make their annual pilgrimage from Antarctica up the Australian east coast. Look for them at kLogans Beach, where there’s a special viewing platform. In town, indulge with a soak at the revamped lDeep Blue Hot Springs, see the area’s dramatic shipwreck history brought to life at mFlagstaff Hill Maritime Village, or admire local works at the nWarrnambool Art Gallery.

Tower Hill Wildlife Reserve

Located in the bowl of an extinct volcano, Tower Hill Wildlife Reserve is a short detour from the Great Ocean Road and an ideal place to spot koalas, wallabies, emus and other native fauna. Entry is free. Indigenous-operated oWorn Gundidj offers twice-daily two-hour guided tours where you can learn about the area’s pre-colonial history, Aboriginal bush medicine, hunting techniques and culture.


STAY OVERNIGHT

Lorne and Apollo Bay have a lot in common: they’re both thriving coastal towns that swell with visitors in summer, have great surf and art scenes, and are ideal places to spend the night near the halfway mark of the Great Ocean Road. Book ahead to avoid missing out.







WORTH A TRIP

Yarra Valley

Scattered with over 80 wineries, plus restaurants, distilleries and farm gates, the Yarra Valley is Victoria’s premier food and wine region. Once here, you won’t need to point the steering wheel more than five minutes in any direction to find your next tasting paddle or grazing platter. Superb wildlife viewing also awaits.
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GETTING THERE

The Yarra Valley is around a one-hour drive northeast from the city centre. Trains and buses can get you to Healesville and Warburton, but this will limit your exploration. A hire car will give you more flexibility to roam the valley.
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Scan this QR code for practical information about visiting the Yarra Valley, including suggested itineraries.



Hot-Air Ballooning

Drift over manicured rows of vineyards, just as the sun begins burning off the morning mist – the view makes it well worth the early start. Global Ballooning operates balloon and breakfast packages that include transfers from the city.

Stones of the Yarra Valley

A long curling driveway brings you to this eclectic estate that encompasses a craft brewery, whisky bar, hotel, massage retreat and multiple restaurants. Diners at 1Meletos Cafe can graze on a seasonal menu while soaking up the views of the Great Dividing Range. A recent addition, Mexican restaurant 2No.7 Healesville won a Chef Hat in 2023.

Four Pillars Gin Distillery

Ranked the world’s number one gin in 2023, 3Four Pillars (pictured) has come a long way since its flagship distillery first opened outside Healesville. The stylishly moody distillery is divided into two parts, a tasting room for quick stops and an indoor outdoor gin garden serving cocktails and snacks.

TarraWarra Estate

Stop in at the stunning 4TarraWarra Estate, a combined cellar door, restaurant and art gallery, for a guided wine tasting and a look at an exhibition in the award-winning gallery building. In 2024 TarraWarra will open a learning centre that will host lectures, workshops and performances. It’s a steep climb from the car park to the winery. A courtesy van is available for visitors with limited mobility.
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Healesville

Stretch your legs with an amble along Healesville’s main drag. Pick up a picnic of local produce at 5Kitchen & Butcher, browse Aboriginal art at 6Hearth Galleries, or wander down Alchemy Lane to find independent distillers, beekeepers and Mexican street food. 7Healesville Hotel has a shaded beer garden and kids playground, with rotating specials throughout the week.


HOP-ON, HOP-OFF

If you’re planning to visit wineries and can’t agree on who should be designated driver for the day, Hop It (hopit.com.au) runs multiple hop-on, hop-off routes throughout the valley, departing from Melbourne.




Healesville Sanctuary

See some of Australia’s most famous critters, including kangaroos, koalas, dingoes, wombats and platypuses, at the 8Healesville Sanctuary, which is dedicated to native flora and fauna. Learn about efforts to save threatened species, like the corroboree frog, and watch patients receive care at the new wildlife hospital. Playgrounds are sprinkled throughout the sanctuary for when the little ones get restless.


STAY OVERNIGHT

The valley is an easy day trip but some wineries, like cBalgownie Estate, dRe’em and eChateau Yering, also offer accommodation if you choose to spend the night.



Yarra Valley Dairy

A converted century-old milking shed makes a suitably rustic setting to tuck into a delicious handmade cheese platter at 9Yarra Valley Dairy, a popular dairy farm and retailer. Tables are limited and bookings aren’t possible. If you miss out on a seat, enjoy a guided standing tasting while standing at the counter, or buy a selection to take home.

Yarra Valley Chocolaterie & Ice Creamery

Owners Ian and Leanne Neeland have created a sugary empire with sister chocolateries along the Great Ocean Road and Mornington Peninsula. The aoriginal showroom in the Yarra Valley is still going strong, its Wonka-esque wall of confectionery enticing kids and adults alike. Book one of the interactive workshops or drop in for a tasting (but expect queues). If the crowds are too much, take your treats with you and sit in the orange grove.

Steavenson Falls

One of Victoria’s highest falls is also one of the most accessible. A 30-minute return walk on a flat trail with no steps brings you to a lookout overhanging the falls, which tumbles down 84m of rocky boulders and ledges. The trail starts at bSteavenson Falls car park, outside Marysville. Bring change for the coin-operated parking meter.


QUICK BREAK

Set beside the Yarra River, Warrandyte is a charming town halfway towards the valley. Pick up a coffee at Cocoa Moon or dip your toes in the river.







WORTH A TRIP

The Dandenong Ranges

Swirling mists, and sometimes even sprinklings of snow, add a fantastical touch to the ferny glades and lush forests of the Dandenong Ranges. Just a short drive east from Melbourne, the ranges are studded with creative villages and laced with shaded walking trails.
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GETTING THERE

It takes just under an hour to drive from the city centre to Sassafras, Olinda or Belgrave. Melbourne’s metropolitan train service runs to Upper Ferntree Gully and Belgrave stations, with connecting buses.
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Scan this QR code for practical information about visiting the Dandenong Ranges.



Puffing Billy Railway

Affectionally referred to as a ‘living museum’, this coal-powered 1heritage train (pictured) has been chugging through the mountains since 1900 and is a perennial family favourite, possibly because swinging your legs outside the open windows is not only allowed but encouraged. The whole route from Belgrave to Gembrook can take up to six hours return but you can hop on and hop off at other stations in between. The journey to Menzies Creek is the shortest (two hours return) and most popular. Adult/child tickets cost from $41/20.50. Family discounts available.

Dandenong Ranges Botanic Garden

The sprawling 50-hectare 2Dandenong Ranges Botanic Garden is home to over 15,000 rhododendrons and 250,000 daffodils. The best time to visit is spring when the gardens explode in a riot of colour, but the mountainous views at Serenity Point will draw gasps any time of year. Pack a picnic or buy lunch at the on-site cafe.

Dandenong Ranges National Park

Home to towering mountain ash trees and mossy creeks, this 3national park is an outdoor playground for those looking to commune with nature. The steep 1000 Steps Walk, part of the Kokoda Track Memorial Walk, is popular with trail runners and hikers. Sherbrooke Forest, the largest section of the national park, features walking trails for different abilities. Nearby 4Grants Picnic Ground is a good place to rest and picnic in the company of lyrebirds and rainbow lorikeets.
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Burrinja Cultural Centre

This 5community art centre outside Belgrave is a home to live music, performances, and seasonal art exhibitions ranging from sculptures to multimedia displays. You can watch resident artists ply their trade at in-house Aerie Studios and kids can get crafty with hands-on activities.


QUICK BREAK

Located near the Sherbrooke Forest Circuit trailhead and Puffing Billy Railway Station, 6 Micawber Tavern is a popular local watering hole that plays live music through the week.



Olinda & Sassafras

Connected by a short drive and comprising simple shopping strips, these twin mountain villages are a worthy pitstop for tea and scones, meat pies and vintage curios ranging from full suits of medieval armour to Pez dispensers. In Sassafras, browse the impressive teapot collection at 7Tea Leaves, admire local art at 8Up Gallery and treat yourself to a scone and tea at 9Miss Marple’s Tearoom. In Olinda sit down to a hearty lunch at the English-style aPig & Whistle Tavern.

SkyHigh Mt Dandenong

Perched on the western face of Mt Dandenong, bSkyHigh affords some of the best views over Melbourne and Port Phillip Bay. The main attraction is essentially the bistro and kiosk but there are gardens and a maze to explore, plus frequent festivals and children’s parties throughout the year. Visit at dusk to see Melbourne twinkling in the distance.


PLANNING TIP

The Puffing Billy’s departure railway station is easy to reach as it sits opposite Belgrave station on Melbourne’s suburban network. Seats can sell out weeks in advance. Book ahead to avoid disappointment.



Emerald Lake Precinct

Comprising two adjoining parks featuring two artificial lakes, the cEmerald Lake Precinct is a tranquil setting to while the day away with a BBQ or a picnic. Swimming isn’t permitted in Lake Treganowan but a 25m outdoor swimming and paddling pool is set up from late November to early March. You can also hire vintage pedalboats, fish for trout, or visit the Emerald Lake Model Railway. The Puffing Billy calls in at Lakeside Station.

Proserpina Bakehouse

A boggling array of seasonal sweet and savoury tarts, pastries and cakes greets visitors to this sunny mountain dbakehouse. The coffee servings are generous and the baked goods are supported by a menu of soups, sandwiches and salads. Opposite the sweets counter is a small store of pantry goods, including local and imported jams, wines, homewares and chocolates, plus coffee supply paraphernalia. Parking at the rear is free.


STAY OVERNIGHT

The early and late hours can be a magical time in the mountains that many day-trippers miss. Stay overnight at a charming cottage or B&Bs in Olinda, Gembrook and Sassafrass.
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Family Travel

A walkable city, with plenty of parks to run around in and interactive museums to explore, Melbourne (Naarm) is an easy destination to travel with kids big and small.



Is Melbourne Good for Kids?

A combination of zoos, markets, museums, fun parks and engaging historical attractions, some inclusively designed, make Melbourne a playground for young and curious minds. Away from the main sights, pram access and the quality of nappy changing rooms can be hit and miss, but overall, the city does an excellent job of accommodating kids.



Eating Out

It’s common for families to dine out together, with most restaurants and cafes offering a kids’ menu or accommodating kid-sized portions. In a city mad about its coffee, many cafes will gladly pour your little one a babycino (warm milk dusted with cocoa powder or cinnamon). That said, don’t expect to find a booster seat at high-end restaurants.

Hotels

Some hotels allow children to stay for free and many can accommodate adjoining rooms for an additional fee. Request port-a-cots in advance.
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RAINY DAYS

Thankfully, many of Melbourne’s kid-friendly experiences are indoors. When (not if) the weather turns, you’ll find plenty of entertainment at Emporium and Melbourne Central. The gaming and cinema exhibits at ACMI will also keep the kids busy for hours.




Public Transport

Children under four travel free and those 4 to 16 pay reduced fares. Kids aged 17 and 18 years old will need proof of age to access discounts.



Admission Fees

Many attractions offer free or discounted tickets for children, with the cut-off usually at age 16. Free things to do with kids under 16 include NGV International, Melbourne Zoo (weekends and holidays) and Melbourne Museum.





Accommodation

From swanky hostels to artsy laneway lodgings, there’s plenty of places to rest your head in Melbourne.


Where to stay if you love…

Live Music & Bar Hopping

Fitzroy & Collingwood Pull up a bar stool anywhere along Brunswick and Johnston Streets and treat your ears to some of the city’s best musical talents, ranging from psychedelic rock to jazz and swing.


OUR PICK

We Love to Stay in...

Carlton Once home to the city’s Italian migrants, pizza and coffee still reign supreme in Carlton. This is the ‘Goldilocks’ neighbourhood, where the mix of culture, history and an appreciation for good food is just right. The tram network also gives you easy access to the city centre and St Kilda.



Beaches & Water Sports

St Kilda Just a short tram ride from the city centre, you can easily while the day away on St Kilda Beach, practise your balance on a SUP adventure or learn how to kite surf.


HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN

Hostel dorm bed from $45

Central hotel suite from $200

Luxury hotel room from $350



High-End Shopping & Dining

South Yarra, Prahran and Windsor Lined with designers both global and boutique, plus trendy eateries, Chapel Street is the city’s sartorial artery.

Sport

Richmond The city’s most hallowed sporting grounds, including the MCG, are all easily accessible from Swan St and Bridge Rd, which are lined with sports bars and pubs to watch the game from.

Art & Culture

City Centre Some of the city’s most vibrant museums, galleries and theatres are concentrated in the city’s centre, especially around Federation Square and along St Kilda Rd.





Food, Drink & Nightlife

Allergies & Intolerances

Most restaurants and cafes will typically list specific allergens, such as nuts, gluten and shellfish, on their menus and be able to adjust their menus. However, Melbourne is famously multicultural and smaller restaurants might not be as clear when it comes to listing ingredients. It’s always a good idea to tell staff about your allergies when ordering.


FANCY A DRINK?

Some of the city’s popular restaurants, like Chin Chin, Arbory Afloat and Bar Margaux, set aside tables for walk-ins but these tend to attract long queues. Thankfully, many also have side bars. Put your name down at the door and enjoy a cocktail while you wait for your table.




Tipping

Tipping isn’t included on bills and isn’t expected, but is welcomed if you feel the service warrants it. A good rule of thumb is to tip 5–10% of the total bill.
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Reservations

An increasing number of restaurants require a reservation and won’t accept walk-ins, especially with groups. It is common to provide credit card details when making a reservation, which are only held as insurance in case diners fail to show up. Diners are usually allocated a two- to three-hour time slot.

HOW TO… Pay the Bill

You’ll typically need to ask a server for the bill. They’ll either bring it to your table or you’ll need to take it to the register to pay.

Splitting the bill Bill-splitting practices vary. Some restaurants won’t allow splitting at all, while others accept even splitting; tolerance for itemised splitting is low. Ask in advance if you’re unsure.


PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to the average cost of a main course.

$ less than $25

$$ $25–40

$$$ more than $40




OPENING HOURS

Cafes 7am or 8am to around 4pm

Restaurants From noon to 10pm. Some are closed on Mondays, Tuesdays and Sundays.

Pubs Noon to midnight, with extended hours on Fridays and Saturdays.
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Going Out

Pubs and clubs Late-night bars with live music are more popular north of the Yarra River, while nightclubs are the preferred venue south of the river and in the city centre. Try Howler in Brunswick and The Tote in Collingwood, and Circus, OneSixOne and Killing Time in South Yarra, Prahran and Windsor.

When to go Most places don’t hit their stride until after 11pm. Most venues close between 1am and 2am.

At the door Generally, bars and pubs don’t expect much more than wearing clean closed shoes and a shirt. Bouncers are more discerning at the nightclub front door, so dress to impress. Try not to draw attention to yourself in queues; split up the group (with even genders in each group). It’s unlikely you’ll be asked for ID unless you look under 21. If the wait is too long, or you’re turned away, there are plenty of other places to try.


HOW MUCH FOR A

White coffee
$4–5.50

Avocado and eggs on toast
$26

Pub parmigiana
$25

Pasta
$28

Plate of pork dumplings
$14

Pint of tap beer
$15

Glass of house wine
 $15

Late-night souvlaki
$20







LGBTIQ+ Travellers

Home to Australia’s second largest LGBTIQ+ population, Melbourne is a colourfully diverse and accepting city.


Gaybourhoods

St Kilda has a long and complex LGBTIQ+ history and is the birthplace of Australia’s first gay rights group. Long-time stalwarts of the rainbow scene include the Prince Hotel and Hares & Hyenas bookstore. The Victorian Pride Centre houses rotating exhibitions as well as several LGBTIQ+ organisations.

In nearby South Yarra and Windsor, you’ll find the young and well-heeled crowds mingling at the Railway Hotel and Emerson or raving into the night at Poof Doof and Love Machine.

Fitzroy and Collingwood also have strong queer representation, with cabaret at The 86 and dedicated ‘queer-only’ bars in The Laird, Beans Bar and Peel Hotel. Many venues also have relaxed queer-friendly nights dedicated to bingo, karaoke and trivia.


OUR PICKS

By Day of the Week

MONDAY The Butterfly Club A lucky dip of theatrical entertainment.

TUESDAY Victorian Pride Centre Exhibitions featuring queer artists.

WEDNESDAY Mollie’s Bar & Diner Drink specials and drag bingo.

THURSDAY DT’s Hotel Karaoke night.

FRIDAY Vau d’vile Sparkling drag cabaret restaurant.

SATURDAY Sircuit Drink buckets and DJs.

SUNDAY The Railway Hotel Relaxed weekend session.




MIDSUMMA

Midsumma is the city’s creative and rambunctious celebration of queer culture, with a diverse program of cultural, sporting and community events.




QUEER MELBOURNE TOURS

The Australian Queer Archives runs a variety of walks illuminating the rainbow history of Melbourne’s neighbourhoods, including St Kilda and Fitzroy.

[image: jpg]



Resources

• Star Observer An independent LGBTIQ+ focused newspaper. • Queerspace Health and wellbeing support service. • JOY 94.9FM Gay and lesbian community radio station.





Health & Safe Travel

Melbourne is generally a safe city to visit with ample access to medical treatment and pharmacy advice.



DRIVING AFTER DARK

Many Australian animals are at their most active during dawn and dusk and can jump out onto roads unexpectedly. Be cautious when driving outside the city during these times of the day to avoid a collision, and avoid driving at night where possible.



Insurance

Australians enjoy a high standard of universal health care under the national Medicare system. Most overseas visitors aren’t eligible for treatment under Medicare, meaning travel insurance is still essential. Ensure you have an appropriate level of cover, including for extras like cruising, driving and outdoor activities.


Transport

Drivers can face harsh penalties for drink driving. Fare evasion on public transport is policed and offenders will receive a fine.



Chemists & Pharmacies

Chemists and pharmacies are widespread, with Chemist Warehouse usually offering the best price. Many drugs for headaches, sore throats and more are available without a prescription (called over-the-counter or OTC drugs). Some medicines are classified as behind-the-counter drugs, and you will need to obtain a prescription from a doctor.


RECIPROCAL HEALTH CARE

Visitors from certain countries are eligible for free medical care in Australia thanks to reciprocal health care agreements. Scan the QR code to see which countries are included.

[image: jpg]




QUICK INFO

Security Always lock bicycles and don’t leave backpacks unattended in public.

Privacy Australians enjoy their personal space. Ask before you take photos, especially of children.

Marijuana Recreational cannabis use is a criminal offence in Victoria. Medicinal cannabis was legalised in 2016 but is highly regulated.







Responsible Travel

Follow these tips to leave a lighter footprint, support local and have a positive impact on communities.


[image: jpg]
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E-bikes & Scooters

An electric bike or scooter is a zippy, low-emission alternative to a taxi. Bike-sharing outfitter Lime has hundreds of short-term rentals scattered across the inner city, identifiable by their green helmets and handles. To use one, you’ll need to register using the Lime app, then scan the QR code on the vehicle.

Secondhand & Vintage Fashion

Melburnians have turned shopping at op shops (opportunity shops) into an art form. Pick up stylish and thrifty threads at Sacred Heart Mission in Fitzroy and St Kilda, and op shops along Sydney Road in Brunswick.


OUR PICK

Reusable Coffee Cups

Help reduce the number of coffee cups going into landfill every day by using a reusable cup.
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Resources

• australia.com/en/things-to-do/sustainable-travel Government resource for sustainable travel in Australia. • ecotourism.org.au Certifies and lists sustainable tourism operators.


ZERO-WASTE DINING

Melbourne’s sustainably minded restaurants are increasingly focused on recycling their food waste. At wine bar Parcs on Little Collins St, most of the menu comprises inventively repurposed kitchen scraps.



Support First Nations People

Shop at Aboriginal- and Torres Strait Islander–owned businesses and pick up deadly (Aboriginal slang for ‘cool’) keepsakes to take home. Big Esso by Mabu Mabu at Federation Square is a Indigenous-owned, women-led restaurant that celebrates native ingredients; you can also pick up a range of native pantry supplies here. Dockland designer Ngali offers timeless women’s fashion pieces. Haus of Dizzy in Fitzroy makes bold statement jewellery and Clothing the Gaps in Brunswick is a social enterprise fashion label with a cause.


REFILL YOUR BOTTLE

Tap water is safe to drink. Pack a reusable drink bottle to fill at one of the city’s many hydration stations. Find your nearest fountain using the QR code.
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Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when travelling, and the importance of making changes where we can. Lonely Planet urges all travellers to engage with their travel carbon footprint. Many airlines and booking sites offer travellers the option of offsetting the impact of greenhouse gas emissions by contributing to climate-friendly initiatives around the world.

There are many carbon calculators online that allow travellers to estimate the carbon emissions generated by their journey; try resurgence.org using the QR code, right.
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Accessible Travel

Public Transport

Most trains are accessible and all Metro and regional V-Line stations are fitted with ramps and elevators. Hearing aids fitted with a T switch can use station induction loops. Not all buses and trams are accessible, though low-floor trams and buses service popular routes. Guide dogs travel for free on all public transport.

Mobility Maps

The City of Melbourne has digital and print accessibility maps showing parking, toilets, water fountains, and public transport entry points. There’s also information on where to find accessible cafes, restaurants, attractions and arts venues.

[image: jpg]


ACCOMMODATION

Most newer hotels in the centre have elevators and accessible rooms. Accessible Accommodation is a booking engine that curates accessible-friendly hotels, motels and resorts, and more.

[image: jpg]



Accessible Beaches

Accessible beach matting, bathrooms, showers and parking are available at the most popular beaches in and around Melbourne, including St Kilda, Williamstown, Rosebud, Rye, Sorrento and Lorne beaches. Some beaches also hire out beach wheelchairs and cruises free of charge; bookings essential. See accessiblebeaches.com for detailed lists of amenities.


OUR PICK

Celebrating Cinema

Celebrating cinema, gaming and design, ACMI at Federation Square caters to a wide range of needs. Lifts provide access to all levels of the building. Free wheelchairs and hearing loop devices are available. Audio-described and relaxed sessions for people with sensory needs are bookable in advance. There is also a unisex stand-alone accessible bathroom.




TAXIS

Wheelchair-accessible vehicles can be booked via 13cabs (13 2227) and Silver Top Taxis (131 108). It is illegal for drivers to refuse to carry assistance animals.



Resources

• visitvictoria.com/practical-information/accessible-victoria An online accessibility guide produced by the state tourism office. • travellersaid.org.au Travel and event assistance for those with special needs.





Nuts & Bolts

Opening Hours

Banks 9.30am–4pm Monday–Friday

Cafes 7am or 8am–4pm

Bars Noon–1am, with some bars extending to 3am on Fridays and Saturdays.

Pubs Noon–midnight, with extended hours on Fridays and Saturdays.

Post Offices 9am–5pm Monday–Friday; some open 9am–12.30pm Saturday.

Restaurants Noon–10pm. Some are closed on Mondays, Tuesdays and Sundays.

Shops 9am or 10am–around 6pm on weekdays, with extended hours on Thursdays and Fridays and reduced hours on Saturday and Sunday.

Supermarkets 6am–10pm or 11pm, usually with reduced hours on weekends.


QUICK INFO

Time zone Australian Eastern Standard Time (AEST) UTC plus 10 hours

City code 03

Emergency number 000

Population 5.3 million



ELECTRICITY

[image: jpg]

Public Holidays

Shops, banks, and public and private offices are closed on the following nationwide public holidays:

New Year’s Day 1 January

Australia Day 26 January

Labour Day First or second Monday in March

Good Friday to Easter Monday March or April

ANZAC Day 25 April

King’s Birthday Second Monday in June

Friday before the AFL Grand Final September or October

Melbourne Cup Day First Tuesday in November

Christmas Day 25 December

Boxing Day 26 December

Water

Tap water across Victoria is treated and safe to drink. Consider carrying a reusable bottle to fill in your hotel room rather than buying bottled water.

Smoking

Smoking and vaping are prohibited in all enclosed public places and smokers are required to keep a minimum distance from outdoor diners.







Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travellers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you are happy to have your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/legal.
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IRELAND

Digital Depot, Digital Hub

Roe Lane (off Thomas St)
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