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Acknowledgment of Country

Lonely Planet would like to acknowledge all the First Nations people throughout the country, including the Gadigal of the Eora nation, who are the Traditional Custodians of the place we now call Sydney. We pay our respects to Elders past and present and also recognise the ongoing efforts of Aboriginal peoples for reconciliation, justice, and social, cultural and economic self-determination. Australia was, and always will be, Aboriginal land.









The Journey Begins Here
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George St, City Centre | HOLLI/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Bold, brash and beautiful, Sydney (Warrane) is an easy city to fall in love with. Its glistening harbour and golden-sand beaches are what initially catch the eye, but step back from the water and the appeal only deepens. Despite the challenges of the COVID years, the city has somehow emerged looking better than ever. Its major public galleries and museums have been refreshed, and light rail now glides down a car-free George St. Bars have sprouted on rooftops and in basements, and a globe-trotting culinary scene awaits to tantalise your taste buds. Above all, Sydney is fun. Get stuck in and enjoy!
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Peter Dragicevich

@peterdragnz

With a background in newspaper and magazine publishing – both in Sydney and in his home city of Auckland – Peter has researched and written dozens of Lonely Planet titles over the last two decades.
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Natasha Bazika

@natashagracebazika

Globetrotting, camera in hand, Natasha Bazika weaves tales of wanderlust and captures moments of beauty, one passport stamp at a time.







THE BEST

Aboriginal Experiences

Beneath the modern metropolis is an ancient land that has been inhabited by its Indigenous people for at least 30,000 years and possibly much longer. Take time to discover their story.
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Watch the ground-breaking Bangarra Dance Theatre, a company whose work deftly demonstrates that Aboriginal culture, while ancient, isn't set in stone.
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Come face to face with cultural expressions from the distant past at the Aboriginal rock engraving site at North Bondi. (pictured)

Be drawn into the Dreaming through the hypnotic brushstrokes on display in the Yiribana Gallery within the Art Gallery of NSW.

Learn about local lore from Indigenous guides on an Aboriginal Harbour Heritage or Bush Tucker tour through the Royal Botanic Garden.
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Meet the peoples of Australia’s coastline in the Garrigarrang: Sea Country exhibition in the First Nations Gallery of the Australian Museum. (pictured)

Witness as the Museum of Sydney continues to morph into a dedicated Aboriginal cultural space, with thought-provoking art and exhibitions.






THE BEST

Beach Experiences

Sydney has some of the most famous urban beaches in the world, so a day spent lazing on the sands is an essential part of experiencing the city.
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Find out what all the fuss is about on the sands, in the surf and at the bars and cafes of Bondi Beach.
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Hit the surf at glorious Manly Beach. If you’ve never ridden a board before, this is a good place to learn how.

Avoid the surf with a swim at beautiful Balmoral Beach, the biggest and most popular of the harbour beaches. (pictured)

Seek out sublime Shark Beach, a tucked-away treat on the shores of Sydney Harbour secluded within Nielsen Park in Vaucluse.

[image: jpg]

AMY CACCAMO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Discover a beach even most Sydneysiders don’t know about. Pretty Parsley Bay is another hidden harbourside treasure.

Visit Bondi's little sister, Coogee Beach, another golden-sand eastern suburbs dazzler backed by a strong local community. (pictured)





THE BEST



Outdoors Experiences

Aside from the beaches, Sydney’s sunny disposition lends itself to time spent in the open air, whether that’s alone on the harbour or screaming your lungs out with thousands of others at a sports match.
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See the underwater scenery on a snorkelling or diving trip at Gordons Bay within the protected Bronte-Coogee Aquatic Reserve.
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Shout and chant along with the one-eyed fans at a Sydney Roosters rugby-league clash at Sydney Football Stadium in Moore Park.

Ride around the central loop of vast Centennial Park, either on horseback or on a bicycle built for two. (pictured)

Indulge your buccaneer fantasies with a harbour sail on the Duyfken, part of the Australian National Maritime Museum heritage fleet.
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Paddle about Darling Harbour and Pyrmont Bay and under the Harbour Bridge on a guided kayaking trip with Sydney Harbour Kayaks. (pictured)

Get up in the gantries of Sydney Harbour Bridge on a BridgeClimb and witness the city unfurling below you.







THE BEST

Museum Experiences

Expand your understanding of the Sydney story with a visit to its museums, most of which are free. Confronting tales of first contact and the convict system sit alongside fascinating vignettes of everyday life in times past.
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Learn about the brutality of convict life at Hyde Park Barracks, a place thousands of convicts passed through. (pictured)
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Let the Australian Museum capture your attention with its fascinating displays on crystals, extinct megafauna and Aboriginal customs.

Learn of the stories and struggles of one of Sydney’s ethnic and religious minorities in the excellent Sydney Jewish Museum.

Experience working-class home life in The Rocks with a guided tour of Susannah Place, a preserved row of Victorian houses. (pictured)
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Vew a treasure trove of Mediterranean antiquities, preserved specimens and cultural artefacts at the extraordinary Chau Chak Wing Museum.

Hear the story of a working-class neighbourhood and its role in shaping modern Australia in The Rocks Discovery Museum.







THE BEST

Gallery Experiences

Whether it's the abstract works of Aboriginal artists, the literal depictions of an unfamiliar landscape by early colonists or conceptual works by new graduates, Sydney's galleries have got it covered.

See a showcase of Australian art alongside international masterpieces in the two vast, architecturally impressive wings of the Art Gallery of NSW. (pictured)
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Step off Circular Quay and into the Museum of Contemporary Art, a gallery that sits towards the edgier end of the artistic spectrum.

Have your preconceptions of Chinese art blown apart with a visit to the mind-bending private collection displayed at White Rabbit.

Celebrate the kookier, more conceptual side of Sydney’s art scene at Artspace in Woolloomooloo.
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Learn about the legacy of Sydney’s artistic enfant terrible of the 1970s and '80s on a visit to the Brett Whiteley Studio. (pictured)

Take a break from the beach to see if there’s anything interesting on display within the reinvigorated Bondi Pavilion.






THE BEST

Architectural Experiences

From the colonial to the contemporary, the centre of Australia’s biggest city is a trophy case of the prominent architectural styles of the last two centuries. There’s a lot to pack in.
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Designed by a convict once on death row, St James’ Church speaks to the transformative possibilities of the early colony.

Gaze upon the elegant simplicity of Georgian architecture at Elizabeth Bay House, once considered the finest home in the colony.

Gape while you shop at the spectacular, Byzantine-influenced Queen Victoria Building, a tour de force of High Victorian extravagance.

Ponder how Hyde Park's Art Deco Anzac Memorial succeeds in being both a tribute to sacrifice and a wonderful celebration of humanity.






THE BEST

Performing Arts Experiences

Whether you’re seeking escapism in a romantic opera or blowing out the cobwebs at a punk gig, Sydney’s high-voltage performing-arts scene offers plenty of opportunities to spice up an evening out.

Head to Sydney Opera House for a memorable night out, catching a performance by one of the major companies based here.
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Look for famous faces treading the boards at Sydney Theatre Company’s custom-built Roslyn Packer Theatre in Walsh Bay. (pictured)

Be dazzled by the sumptuous State Theatre, Sydney's most beautiful venue, which regularly plays host to touring comedians and singers.

Catch a play without leaving the pub at the Old Fitzroy Hotel in Woolloomooloo, an atmospheric venue for small-scale productions.
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Seek out the Belvoir St Theatre in the backstreets of Surry Hills. It's home to one of Sydney’s most acclaimed and accomplished theatre companies. (pictured)

Pop over the bridge for a show at the Ensemble Theatre, which has been bringing plays to the North Shore since 1958.






Best for Kids

Spend a day at Taronga Zoo Sydney, an ethically minded institution that appeals to parents and kids alike. Arrive by ferry to make it even more fun.

Escape the heat in the cool corridors of Darling Harbour's Sea Life aquarium. It's a much better bet than the zoo on a scorching day if you're keen to avoid meltdowns.

Enter through the grinning clown's face to enjoy the old-fashioned amusements and zippy rides at Luna Park.

Splash about on Bronte Beach. Most of Sydney's beaches are child friendly, but Bronte is one of the best because of its ocean pools, playground and large lawn.

Hit Centennial Park for its Wild Play garden and hire a pedal car to ride around on.





Best for Free

Get introduced to the luminaries of Australian art at the Art Gallery of NSW. The gallery itself is free, and so are the guided highlights tours.

Dive straight into the 200 Treasures exhibition at the Australian Museum. Being free, it's a great museum to dip in and out of whenever you're passing by.

Meet mummies and view ancient Greek pottery in the fascinating Chau Chak Wing Museum at the University of Sydney.

Indulge in people-watching at Bondi Beach, and combine it with the timeless charms of lying on the sand and splashing in the surf.

Get an eyeful of classic harbour sights while you wander the paths and explore the greenhouses of the Royal Botanic Garden.







Three Perfect Days

Fuel up at one of the city's acclaimed cafes before diving headfirst into Sydney’s star attractions. Head to the beach in the afternoon, then freshen up for nocturnal adventures.
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Only Have One Day?

Morning

Start in Circular Quay for your first wide-eyed glimpses of the absolute icons of the city: Sydney Harbour Bridge and Sydney Opera House. Circle the latter and wander through the Royal Botanic Garden (pictured) to the Art Gallery of NSW.

Afternoon

Head to Bondi Beach for an afternoon alternating between sand, surf and sustenance at nearby cafes and bars. If you've still got energy, tackle the Bondi to Coogee coastal walk.

Evening

Head to Surry Hills for a taste of Sydney's best dining neighbourhood, then indulge in some bar hopping.
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DAY TWO

A Weekend Trip

Morning

Kick off your second day by following the Walk the City Centre itinerary, taking time to check out the Anzac Memorial, St Mary's Cathedral, St James' Church, Hyde Park Barracks, the State Library and the Queen Victoria Building (pictured) along the way.

Afternoon

Catch a ferry to Watsons Bay, where you can walk to South Head, cool off at Camp Cove and watch the sunset from the beer garden of the Watsons Bay Boutique Hotel.

Evening

Wind up your day wining and dining in Newtown.
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DAY THREE

A Short Break

Morning

Take a look around Chinatown before continuing down past the Chinese Garden of Friendship to Darling Harbour. Trace the waterline to Barangaroo and on to Walsh Bay and The Rocks (pictured). Learn more about the area's history (pre- and post-colonial) at the Rocks Discovery Museum.

Afternoon

Catch the ferry to Manly for an afternoon spent pretty much as you did in Bondi the other day. Swap beaches if you get restless.

Evening

Finish up in Kings Cross, Sydney's most notorious nightlife precinct. There's excellent dining to be found in adjacent Potts Point.
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If You Have More Time
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Check what's on in the city during your stay, paying particular attention to what's coming up at Sydney Opera House, Roslyn Packer Theatre, Belvoir St Theatre and the State Theatre for performing arts; the Enmore Theatre and Oxford Art Factory for gigs; and Sydney Cricket Ground and Sydney Football Stadium for sports.

Walk across Sydney Harbour Bridge to Luna Park or, if you're feeling brave (and rich), take a BridgeClimb. If you've got the time, consider a harbour cruise; the tall ships of the Sydney Heritage Fleet offer the most interesting rides. Alternatively, get out on the water on a guided paddle with Sydney Harbour Kayaks or Rushcutters Bay Paddle Sports. Indoor options include the excellent Australian Museum.

Spend an evening exploring the kooky little speakeasys slung around the city centre.




A City Day Trip
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Hire a car and drive to the Blue Mountains. Plug Sublime Point (pictured) into your navigation system to make this quieter lookout your first awestriking experience of the misty blue views that the mountains are famous for.

Stop for lunch in leafy Leura, then pop down to crowded Echo Point for the best views of the Three Sisters. Inquire at the visitor centre here for a short walk to suit your time frame and abilities. Grab an early dinner in Blackheath. If it's still light, check out the Govetts Leap Lookout before driving back.



On a Rainy Day
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Sydney has some great galleries and museums, including the aforementioned Art Gallery of NSW and Australian Museum, both of which could easily swallow up half a day or more. Hyde Park Barracks and the Rocks Discovery Museum are smaller but similarly excellent.

Other brilliant rainy-day options include Chippendale's White Rabbit, the Chau Chak Wing Museum at the University of Sydney and the Sydney Jewish Museum in Darlinghurst.

If museums aren't really your thing, head to the Sea Life (pictured) aquarium in Darling Harbour or try to escape from the Cipher Room in Newtown.





Get Prepared


Book Ahead

Three months before Book tickets for big-name concerts and the very best restaurants such as Quay, Ester and Saint Peter.

One month before Reserve a table for weekend seatings at popular restaurants and book tickets for major sporting events.

One week before This is usually enough notice to secure a table at most restaurants and to buy match tickets.



Manners Matter

Australians may be relaxed, but they’re also fiercely egalitarian. Impoliteness to service staff is frowned upon and ‘Don’t you know who I am?’ behaviour is met with derision. This particularly applies to would-be queue jumpers.

Loud conversations on phones in crowded public places (particularly speakerphones) are deemed to be obnoxious.

When walking on busy streets, stick to the left-hand side.

Dress Codes

The relaxed attitude to life extends to clothing. In most places you’ll be fine in a tidy T-shirt, jeans and clean sport shoes, and even dressy shorts are acceptable at many restaurants. Singlets and flip-flops are OK at cafes, but don’t wear them at a restaurant, upmarket bar or club. Take off the cap indoors, especially if you’re sitting down to dinner or visiting a church.

Things to Know

Beer Standard pours and terminology for ordering beer vary across Australia. In Sydney, pubs serve ‘middies’ (285mL) and ‘schooners’ (425mL). Pints are available in many places, but are less popular in hot weather as the beer can warm up before you finish it.

Coffee Sydneysiders are serious about their coffee and generally view the big international chains as inferior to a good local cafe. Espresso is the norm. Ask for a flat white (single-shot espresso with warm milk), cafe latte (larger, with more milk), short black (30mL single shot) or long black (120mL to 180mL single shot).

Newsagencies Not just places to pick up periodicals, neighbourhood newsagencies sell and top up Opal public-transport smartcards and mobile-phone credit, and sell stationery.



TIPPING

Tipping isn't expected in Australia and is usually reserved for particularly good service.
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DAILY BUDGET

BUDGET: Less than $200

• Dorm bed in a hostel: $40–120

• Cheap meal in Chinatown: $15–25

• Museum admission: mostly free

• Public-transport cap per day: $18 ($9 weekends)

MIDRANGE: $200–500

• Double room with bathroom: $170–250

• Two-course dinner with wine: $80–200

• Ticket to an National Rugby League match: $25

• Opera ticket: from $49

TOP END: More than $500

• Upmarket apartment or double room in a top-end hotel: from $250

• Dinner at a top restaurant: from $200

• Premium opera ticket: $379

• BridgeClimb: $268–424




Currency

Australian dollar ($)

Language

English

Time

Australian Eastern Standard Time (GMT/UTC plus 10 hours)




TIP

In Sydney, the equivalent of Michelin stars as a mark of culinary excellence are the chef hats awarded by the annual Good Food Guide (also available online). Top restaurants often boast of being 'hatted'.
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When To Go

Any time is a good time to visit Sydney. You probably won’t be swimming in the ocean in winter, but you can still dive into everything else.


The New Year is peak summertime, with scorching temperatures, packed beaches, school holidays and lots on. It sometimes gets a little too warm, and every few years bushfires in the hinterland choke the city with smoke. From March things get a little wetter, although it doesn’t start getting cold until May.

Spring (September to November) can be a wonderful time to visit, with lots of sunny days. Swimming is usually an option then, with water temperatures averaging over 20°C. By December it’s properly hot again.

The Big Events

December/January: Sydney welcomes in the New Year in extravagant style, with fireworks erupting from the Harbour Bridge and from pontoons positioned throughout the harbour. It’s an extraordinary spectacle, with a family-friendly display at 9pm and the main event at midnight.

January or February: Because one New Year is never enough, the city also enthusiastically celebrates Lunar New Year with the 16-day Sydney Lunar Festival. Chinatown and neighbouring Darling Harbour are the loci of activities, with dragon dancers, dragon-boat races and yet more fireworks.
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February & March: The Sydney Gay & Lesbian Mardi Gras also goes off with a bang. The parade is the biggest annual event in Sydney, attracting more than 250,000 spectators. It’s preceded by a two-week LGBTIQ+ Pride festival, including a massive Fair Day in Victoria Park.


October: Passions run just as high for the NRL Grand Final in early October, when upwards of 80,000 people cram into Stadium Australia (aka Accor Stadium) in Sydney Olympic Park to watch the two best teams in the Australasian rugby league competition duke it out.

Sydney Weather
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Arty & Interesting

January: The New Year brings with it the Sydney Festival, featuring more than three weeks of music, theatre, dance, talks and visual art in venues across the city.

May: As the days cool and shorten, the Sydney Writers’ Festival – the country’s pre-eminent literary shindig – kicks off.

May & June: Long winter nights allow Vivid Sydney to paint the town red (and many other colours).

June–September: Winter moods are further warmed with the often amusing portraits entered in the annual Archibald Prize and associated Salon des Refusés, displayed at the Art Gallery of NSW and SH Ervin Gallery, respectively.


ACCOMMODATION LOWDOWN

Prices tend to be a little higher near the beaches in summer, but otherwise the seasons don’t affect prices too much. Big events do, however, so book well ahead for a room with a view for New Year’s Eve or during Mardi Gras.







Getting There

The vast majority of visitors arrive in Sydney by air, flying into Sydney Airport, although it’s also possible to arrive by intercity train or cruise ship.


From the Airport to the City Centre

By Train

Trains depart every seven minutes from beneath the international and domestic terminals, and there are only two stops between here and Central Station (11 minutes from international, nine from domestic). The ride costs $20 and is by far the quickest option to the city centre.

By Taxi or Rideshare

The airport is only 7km from the city centre. Each terminal has taxi ranks and designated pick-up zones for rideshares. Taxis to the city cost around $50 and rideshares around $35. The biggest variable is travel time, which is totally dependent on traffic. It usually takes around 20 minutes but can be longer.

By Shuttle

The Mozio link on the Sydney Airport site aggregates options for prebooked shuttles, including sedans, SUVs, vans and buses. They’re priced from around $65 for two people to $220 for 10 people.

By Bus

There are no direct buses from the airport to the city centre, but bus 350 from Terminal 3 Domestic heads to Bondi Junction via Coogee. Buses depart every 10 to 20 minutes from 5.05am until 12.45am, taking around 40 minutes to reach Coogee or an hour to Bondi Junction. It’s the slowest option but costs as little as $2.90 off-peak.

Other Points of Entry

Central Station

Intercity and interstate buses and trains arrive at Central Station, located in Haymarket at the southern edge of the city centre. This is Sydney’s main transport hub, with city trains arriving downstairs, light rail pulling up outside and buses departing from surrounding streets.


Overseas Passenger Terminal

Most cruise ships dock at the Overseas Passenger Terminal in Circular Quay. Trains, light rail and buses also depart from Circular Quay.







Getting Around

An integrated public-transport system consisting of trains, light rail, buses and ferries will get you everywhere you want to go. The ferries are an attraction in themselves, offering an affordable way to explore Sydney Harbour. Taxis and rideshares are handy for zipping from door to door, especially late at night.


Train

Trains are generally the fastest way to get around, provided your destination is near a station. Nine lines stretch out to cover a large chunk of the metropolis, with notable omissions being the Northern Beaches and most of the eastern suburbs. All but one of the lines pass through Town Hall, Central and Redfern, which are the busiest interchange stations on the network. Three lines continue around the mainly underground City Circle loop. Most services stop at midnight and resume around 5am.

A more frequent, driverless Metro service is being rolled out, with the first line from the North Shore being extended beneath the city centre and into the inner west in 2024.

Bus

Although slower than the trains, Sydney's bus network is extensive and will get you pretty much everywhere you might like to go. You need to hail the bus (ie stick your hand out) to get it to stop for you. Night buses take up the slack from midnight until 4.30am, when the regular buses and trains aren't operating.
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ESSENTIAL APP

Download the official Transport NSW Opal Travel app for trip planning and other information.
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Ferry

Sydney Ferries operate on nine routes, with Circular Quay as the main hub. Despite being slower and more expensive than other modes, they're the most enjoyable way to get around, offering astonishing views on every route. Boats reach as far as Manly and Watsons Bay (near the heads of Sydney Harbour), and up the river as far as Parramatta. Services run from around 5.30am or 6am to around 11.30pm or midnight.

Aside from the public routes, fast-ferry services run on more limited schedules to Manly, Watsons Bay and a handful of other destinations. Despite being privately operated, they're listed on the NSW Transport website.

Light Rail

Three light-rail lines complement the train network, reaching parts of the inner west and eastern suburbs not on the main tracks. The routes are circuitous but connect many places of interest for visitors, such as the Fish Market, Pyrmont Bay, Paddy's Markets and Moore Park. All pass through Central Station.

Taxis & Rideshares

Taxis and rideshares (such as Uber) are plentiful and particularly handy for late-night journeys when the traffic is lighter.

Public Transport Essentials

Digital Payments

Transport NSW (transportnsw.info) operates Sydney's train, light-rail, bus and ferry network and has an integrated ticketing system. Tickets can be purchased by tapping on and off at the digital readers with your contactless credit card, debit card or mobile device. If you're eligible for a concession (or you'd prefer to avoid international transaction fees), purchase an Opal smartcard. These are available at the airport and at many newsagencies and convenience stores, and come preloaded with credit. You can then top up your balance at the machines at the stations.

Daily & Weekly Caps

Whether you're using your personal card or Opal, fares cap out at $18 (Monday to Thursday) or $9 (Friday to Sunday) per day, or $50 per week. The cap doesn't include the Sydney Airport station access fee ($17).


Off-Peak Discounts

A 30% discount kicks in for travel outside of peak times. Peak is defined as 6.30am to 10am and 3pm to 7pm Monday to Thursday. The discount doesn't apply to ferries.

Single-Trip Tickets

If you don't have an Opal or contactless card of your own, you can purchase single-trip tickets from some stations (but not for the bus). They're more expensive than Opal fares.


TRAVEL COSTS

Minimum adult train fare

$2.80

Minimum adult bus fare

$2.24

Minimum adult ferry fare

$6.79




ALWAYS TAP OFF

If you forget, you’ll be charged a hefty default fare.




TICKETS

Pricing is calculated by distance rather than by zone.
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A Few Surprises

In this modern metropolis some of the most interesting attractions are charmingly old-fashioned, and some are downright ancient.


Aboriginal Rock Engravings

While colonisation erased many of the artistic and cultural expressions of the Indigenous peoples who lived in and around what is now Sydney, one aspect survived by being literally written into the city’s bedrock. All over Sydney there are places where the outlines of animals, marine life and humanoid forms have been carved onto prominent shelves of rock. Although many have been lost, built over or forgotten, several prominent sites remain and are publicly accessible, including those at North Bondi, Grotto Point (on the Manly Scenic Walkway) and Jibbon Head (near Bundeena in Royal National Park).
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RSLs

There’s a larrikin appeal to the Returned & Services League (RSL) clubs scattered all over Sydney. Set up to minister to returned service people following WWI, these clubs are known for their cheap beer, rowdy entertainment and cast of local characters. Some, like the one at North Bondi, have spectacular locations. Bring ID, as theoretically you need to prove you live outside of the area to be signed in as a guest.
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Saltwater Pools

Around 40 historic ocean pools are strung along Sydney’s coastline. Most of them are free to use and all of them are spectacularly situated. They range from rough and rustic ‘bogey holes’ (rocky enclosures filled by the surf, with seaweed underfoot) to proper swimming pools marked with lanes where hardy individuals swim laps as the odd freak wave crashes in.



OFFBEAT SYDNEY

Join a live drawing class at Parliament on King, a kooky social-enterprise cafe set up in its owner’s living room.

A celebration of all things queer, the Bearded Tit in Redfern is the city’s most eclectic LGBTIQ+ bar.

The Imperial Erskineville was hosting drag shows well before it starred in The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert.

One of Marrickville’s many microbreweries, the Bob Hawke Beer & Leisure Centre is a tongue-in-cheek celebration of 1980s Australiana.








Explore Sydney



Circular Quay & The Rocks

City Centre & Haymarket

Darling Harbour & Pyrmont

Newtown & the Inner West

Surry Hills, Darlinghurst & Paddington

Kings Cross & Potts Point

Bondi & the Eastern Beaches

Manly

Lower North Shore



Worth a Trip


Royal National Park

Blue Mountains

Hunter Valley



Sydney’s Walking Tours


Circular Quay & The Rocks

City Centre

Darling Harbour

Erskineville & Newtown

Darlinghurst & Paddington

Kings Cross & Potts Point

Bondi to Coogee

Watsons Bay

Spit Bridge to Manly

Lower North Shore

Northern Beaches
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Explore

Circular Quay & The Rocks


Bookended by the city’s two architectural icons – Sydney Opera House and Sydney Harbour Bridge – Circular Quay is a logical starting point for Sydney explorations. It’s the gateway to Sydney Harbour, with a constant stream of distinctive green-and-yellow ferries coming and going from its five busy wharves.
    Known to the Gadigal people as Warrane, this was the place where the ragtag First Fleet unloaded its cargo of convicts in 1788, renaming it Sydney Cove in the process. The rugged headland called Tallawoladah to the west eventually grew into the gritty harbourside neighbourhood known as The Rocks. Once an unsanitary slum, it’s now one of the city’s premier tourist areas.
    The heritage precinct extends west to Dawes Point, Millers Point and the revitalised Edwardian wharves of Walsh Bay.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: trainjpg] Train

The area’s only train station is Circular Quay, which is part of the City Circle. Trains on the T2 (Inner West), T3 (Liverpool) and T8 (Airport) lines stop here.

[image: light-railjpg] Light Rail

Lines L2 and L3 (from Central Station via George St) stop at Bridge St and Circular Quay.

[image: busjpg] Bus

Various bus lines terminate at Circular Quay, including the 333 from Bondi.

[image: ferryjpg] Ferry

Circular Quay is Sydney’s ferry hub, with boats heading around the harbour and up the Parramatta River.


THE BEST

Come face to face with one of the 20th century’s most acclaimed buildings, the extraordinary SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE.

Take a walk over the city’s other architectural emblem, SYDNEY HARBOUR BRIDGE.

Stroll along the leafy paths of the harbourside ROYAL BOTANIC GARDEN.

Board a ferry at Circular Quay to explore the beaches and islands of SYDNEY HARBOUR.





TOP EXPERIENCE


Sydney Opera House


One of the most recognisable buildings in the world, Sydney Opera House does the improbable and adds extra sparkle to an already dazzling harbour. It gazes confidently out to sea from its perch on Bennelong Point, smugly accepting the adulation of its many adoring fans.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

You can circle the Opera House anytime, night or day. However, to see the interiors you’ll need to book ahead for a show or a guided tour.

[image: barcode]

Scan for practical information and a self-guided audio tour.



Drama in the Making

The captivating curves of Sydney Opera House’s sails play optical tricks – they might appear simultaneously bigger and smaller than you imagined. At first sight, under the summer sun, they look like a dazzling expanse of solid white. But come closer and you’ll see that they’re clad with alternating matte-cream and glossy-white tiles, arranged in chevron patterns – nearly a million of them in total.

The house’s creation was dramatic enough to spawn its own opera, The Eighth Wonder, which has completed three seasons at the house since its 1995 debut. The tumultuous story started with an international competition launched by the NSW premier in 1955 and won by Danish architect Jørn Utzon. Utzon’s striking design of interlocking shell-like structures gives the impression of billowing sails. However, this being Australia, less reverential comparisons have been made over the years (nuns in a rugby scrum and the sexual congress of turtles, among others).

Construction started in 1959 and was expected to last four years, but after cost blowouts and much politicking, Utzon quit in 1966. The building was eventually opened in 1973 by a windblown Queen Elizabeth II, without any of Utzon’s original interior designs.

Utzon famously never saw the finished building. In 2004, he and his son Jan were commissioned to work on renovations to the interior, but he never made it back to Sydney and died in Denmark in 2008.

Beneath the Sails

Of the performance spaces within the Opera House, the largest and grandest is the Concert Hall, with seating for 2679 people. Home to the Sydney Symphony Orchestra, it was thoroughly renovated in 2022 in preparation for the building’s 50th birthday, and its angular golden-hued interior is now looking and sounding better than ever. The 10,000-pipe tracker-action organ is the largest of its kind in the world.

Next up, size-wise, is the 1507-seat Joan Sutherland Theatre, named after Sydney’s great operatic soprano. Both Opera Australia and the Australian Ballet make themselves at home here. Three smaller theatres are tucked away downstairs: the Studio, Playhouse and Drama Theatre. Smaller ensembles also perform in the intimate Utzon Room, an open space with views over the harbour and a colourful tapestry designed by the great man himself.


SEAGULL PATROL

A novel solution to the problem of pesky seagulls is provided by the happy border collies and kelpies of the Seagull Patrol, employed to chase the birds away.



Forecourt & Broadwalks

Utzon credited Mayan and Aztec temples as his inspiration for the Monumental Steps leading up to the Opera House from the Forecourt. This large open space has played host to royalty, pop stars and a pope. Up to 6000 people can be accommodated here for ticketed events, although a charity gig by Crowded House in 1996 is said to have drawn a crowd of around 150,000.

Events are also held on the Northern and Western Broadwalks, which wrap around the house and offer remarkable city and harbour views. Look out for Benny the fur seal (named after Bennelong Point), who regularly hangs out on the VIP steps leading from the water to the Northern Broadwalk.


BADU GILI

This regularly changing First Nations video-art installation series is projected onto the sails multiple times most evenings. Check sydneyoperahouse.com for screening times.



Tours & Accessibility

Several guided tours of the building are available. The most comprehensive is the two-hour Backstage Tour at 7am on Friday, Saturday and Sunday ($190; bookings essential). There’s also an hour-long Architectural Tour that kicks off at 8.15am and 10am on Saturday morning ($45).

The Opera House is committed to accessibility, and a schedule of Access Events is offered, including audio-described, sign-language-interpreted and captioned performances. An hour-long Mobility Tour takes place at 11.30am and 2.45pm daily.


QUICK BREAK

The Lower Concourse on the Circular Quay side is home to the memorable Opera Bar, a large, partly open-air establishment serving refreshments to buzzing tourists and locals alike.





TOP EXPERIENCE


Royal Botanic Garden


Mere metres away from the high-rise heart of Sydney, this large expanse of lawns, tree-shaded lanes and formal botanical collections is the place to go for a break from the big-city buzz. It’s the inner city’s favourite picnic destination, jogging route and snuggling spot.



map Google map
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The First Farm

The Royal Botanic Garden sprawls along Farm Cove, the next bay over from Circular Quay. It was here, in 1788, that the earliest white settlers attempted to plant Australia’s first European-style vegetable patch; it was a dismal failure. Those First Farm beds have been recreated and are now complemented by the neighbouring Cadi Jam Ora: First Encounters display, featuring native plants and information boards telling the story of the local Gadigal people.

Garden Delights

Lawns stretch back from the water’s edge, punctuated by ponds, fountains, large trees and interesting sculptures, both traditional and modern. Office workers escape their co-workers in quiet corners during hasty weekday lunchbreaks. On weekends, groups of friends spread out, parents let their toddlers loose and young lovers canoodle in shady nooks.

The cluster of buildings at the centre of the park (behind the lotus pond) includes the main visitor centre, garden shop, restaurant, cafe and toilets.

The more formal botanical collections are set back from the water. These include a wildflower meadow, a succulent garden, a rose garden, a herb garden, an oriental garden, a palm grove and an Australian native rockery. Enclosed structures include the Fernery (pictured) and the striking Calyx pavilion, a curving glasshouse with a living wall devoted to temporary botanical displays that requires 18,000 plants to fill it.

The garden’s many magnificent mature trees are well labelled with genus and place of origin. Look for the rare Wollemi pine, an ancient tree only discovered in 1994 in a remote pocket of the Blue Mountains, the exact location of which has been kept a secret.


PLANNING TIP

The gardens close at sunset and reopen at 7am every morning; allow at least an hour to look around. Book ahead for tours. Admission is free.

[image: barcode]

Scan for practical information about your visit.



Tours

Indigenous guides offer fascinating hour-long Aboriginal Harbour Heritage Tours of the gardens, touching on the Gadigal initiation ceremonies that took place nearby, early interactions between the clan and the settlers, and the traditional uses of plants found in the garden. The latter topic is expanded upon, with an emphasis on food, during Aboriginal Bush Tucker Tours.

Ninety-minute Guided Walks are offered each morning, with a focus on the garden’s botany, wildlife and history. Other less-frequent tours include a Private Buggy Tour (for up to five people), a twilight Ghostly Garden Tour and a Sunset Spotlight Tour, with an emphasis on spotting nocturnal wildlife.

All tours need to be booked in advance; prices vary.


ACCESSIBILITY

Guide dogs are welcome, and most areas of the garden are wheelchair accessible. A wheelchair is available free of charge, but you’ll need to book it in advance.



Mrs Macquaries Point/Yurong

After exploring the garden, continue wandering along the harbour to the tip of the neighbouring headland. Originally known as Yurong, this was an important initiation site for Gadigal men. The lawn on the city side is now the picturesque setting for OpenAir Cinema (westpacopenair.com.au), which screens movies here in January and February. Near the end of the point is Mrs Macquaries Chair, a seat carved out of the sandstone by convicts in 1810 so that Governor Lachlan Macquarie’s wife, Elizabeth, could relax and admire the views.


QUICK BREAK

The best place for coffee and a quick bite is underneath the sun umbrellas at Piccolo Me, located just outside the Palace Garden Gate on Macquarie St.



Government House

Built between 1837 and 1841, the grand Gothic pile that still serves as the official residence of the Governor of New South Wales sits within park-like grounds adjacent to the Royal Botanic Garden. Free guided tours head through the public sections of the mansion, including the dining room, drawing room and ballroom, all of which are hung with grandiose royal and vice-regal portraits.

Tours leave on the half-hour from 10.30am to 3.30pm on Friday, Saturday and Sunday; bring ID and register at the gatehouse.


GREEN-FINGERED GIFTS

There are gift shops near the visitor centre and the Calyx. Volunteers propagate native plants and sell them from a nursery near the southeastern corner of the garden.





TOP EXPERIENCE


Sydney Harbour


Sydney’s show-stealing harbour is its greatest attraction, a glistening expanse that shapes and defines the city. Jump on a ferry at Circular Quay and within minutes you can be cruising past bush-clad headlands, dropping in at beach suburbs and exploring heritage sites on scattered islands.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Sydney Ferries, with nine lines departing from Circular Quay, is part of the Transport NSW network. Put aside at least half a day to get out on the water.
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Scan for ferry timetables.



Sydney Harbour National Park

The reason large chunks of the Sydney Harbour foreshore look much the same as they did when the First Fleet sailed in is that they’re protected as part of Sydney Harbour National Park. Most of the land was initially set aside for military purposes and later converted into a discontiguous national park when it was deemed to be surplus to requirements. The bulk of it is on the North Shore – including Bradleys Head, Middle Head, Dobroyd Head and North Head – but it also takes in five islands (Clark, Goat, Rodd, Shark and Fort Denison), and Nielsen Park and South Head on the city side.

The easiest sections to access by commuter ferry are North Head and South Head.

Harbour Beaches

The harbour’s myriad sandy coves offer a gentler alternative to Sydney’s famous surf beaches. The most well known are Manly Cove and Balmoral Beach, but there are dozens of others that even most Sydneysiders would struggle to name, tucked away at the edge of suburban neighbourhoods.

By ferry, the quickest option is to head to Double Bay, where it’s a 10-minute walk to popular Murray Rose Pool (aka Redleaf Pool; pictured). This netted section of Seven Shillings Beach has a little cafe and a couple of floating pontoons. From the Watsons Bay ferry wharf you can walk north for 10 minutes to sandy Camp Cove, or south for 15 minutes to one of Sydney’s best-kept secrets, pretty little Parsley Bay, where a picturesque suspension bridge is slung across the water.

Although it’s a shorter walk from Watsons Bay (about 40 minutes), the most memorable way to reach Nielsen Park is via the Heritage Foreshore Walk. Catch the ferry to Rose Bay and pick up the trail at the end of Bayview Hill Rd, north of Rose Bay Beach. From here the hour-long track leads past tiny Queens Beach, Hermit Bay Beach and Milk Beach before winding up in Nielsen Park. Secluded beneath the trees is Greycliffe House, a gracious 1851 Gothic sandstone mansion that serves as the headquarters of Sydney Harbour National Park (it can only be visited on infrequent guided tours). The beach here is particularly lovely, despite its ominous name: Shark Beach.

Of course, there are sharks in Sydney Harbour, but attacks are extremely rare. Still, it’s recommended that you avoid swimming around dawn and dusk. Water quality is generally good, but you should stay out of the water for three days following heavy rain as stormwater runoff can contain contaminants.


PARRAMATTA RIVER SERVICES

A cruise upriver to Parramatta provides a window onto a watery world in the heart of Sydney, where school rowing crews are put through their paces, solo kayakers work up a sweat and locals fish off the wharves at night. Along the way you’ll pass old industrial sites and have the chance to gaze into millionaires’ backyards.



Harbour Islands

The first island you’ll see as you round the Opera House is teensy Muddawahnyuh, named Fort Denison in settler times (pictured). It was once used to isolate recalcitrant convicts and nicknamed ‘Pinchgut’ for its meagre rations. Fears of Russian invasion during the Crimean War led to the construction of its distinctive Martello tower. Fort Denison/Muddawahnyuh can usually be visited by tour boat but was closed for restoration for the whole of 2024.

Regular ferries head to Cockatoo Island/Wareamah, positioned at the point where the Parramatta and Lane Cove Rivers join to form Sydney Harbour. Studded with photogenic industrial relics, convict architecture and art installations, it’s a fascinating place to visit. Audio guides are available to hire ($6) or you can book a guided tour (from $16) that explores the island’s use as a shipyard, naval base and brutal convict prison. A spooky tunnel passes clear through the middle of the island.
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QUICK BREAK

There are good places to eat at Manly Cove, Balmoral Beach, Double Bay, Watsons Bay and Cockatoo Island. Catalina at Rose Bay is one of Sydney’s top restaurants.





WALKING TOUR


Walk Circular Quay & The Rocks


Perpetually buzzing with ferry commuters and wide-eyed tourists, this is one of the liveliest parts of Sydney. On foot you can quickly head from the bustle of Circular Quay to the relative tranquillity of Observatory Hill via prominent city landmarks, streets lined with heritage buildings and an atmospheric network of back lanes.



START

Circular Quay Station

END

Observatory Hill

LENGTH

1.3km; one hour


[image: 10-circ-quay-rocks-wt-pk-syd7-jpg]




1 Harbourside Promenade

As you step out onto Circular Quay, you’re immediately walloped with views of Sydney Opera House and Sydney Harbour Bridge. Head left alongside the water, past the Museum of Contemporary Art, to Cadman’s Cottage. Built in 1816, this is inner-city Sydney’s oldest surviving house.

2 Heritage Shopfronts

Take Argyle St up to George St and turn left to admire its strip of Victorian and Edwardian shops and pubs. The Fortune of War at No 137 is one of three pubs with competing claims to the title of Sydney’s oldest, each based on different criteria. It’s been in business since 1828, but the present building dates from the early 1900s.

3 Shady Lanes

Back towards Argyle St, the Suez Canal provides an entry point into a network of tiny back lanes. The name is a play on ‘sewers’ and a reference to its narrow size, tapering to less than a metre at the George St end. It was once a lurking point for a notorious Victorian-era street gang known as The Rocks Push.

4 Convict-hewn Canyon

Follow the Suez Canal to Harrington St and turn right to return to Argyle St. Continue up through the mossy Argyle Cut, a canyon-like stretch of road carved through the sandstone by convict labourers between 1843 and 1867, initially using only hand tools but eventually assisted by dynamite.

5 A Slice of England

The Cut pops out near the sandstone Garrison Church (aka Holy Trinity), built in 1843. Pop in to experience the hushed interior and its colourful collection of regimental flags. Directly in front of it is Argyle Place, an English-style village green lined with terraced houses.

6 Harbour Views

Take the steps up Observatory Hill, topped by a pretty park gazing over the harbour. Its centrepiece is copper-domed Sydney Observatory (built 1858), which can be visited on guided nighttime tours. Note the time ball on the roof; it would drop at 1pm daily to provide the accurate time to ships docked in the harbour.
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1Top Experiences

 Sydney Opera HouseG3

 Royal Botanic GardenG5

 Sydney Harbour



1Experiences

1Sydney Harbour BridgeE1

2Pylon Lookout & Museum

3BridgeClimbD3

4Walsh BayC3

5Barangaroo Reserve

6Roslyn Packer TheatreB3

7Wharf Theatres

8SH Ervin GalleryB5

9Big DigC5

10Foundation Park

11Rocks Discovery MuseumD4

12Susannah Place

13Museum of Contemporary ArtD5

14The Rocks Walking ToursD4

15St Patrick’s ChurchC6

16Macquarie PlaceE6

17Customs HouseE6

18Justice & Police MuseumF6

19Sydney Conservatorium of MusicG6

20Bangarra Dance TheatreC2




5Eating

21Dutch SmugglerD6

22ZiniD6

23Fine Food StoreD4

24Malay-ChineseD6

25BarCycleC3

26AriaF4

27QuayE3

28BennelongG3

296HeadD3

30LanaE6

31Cafe SydneyE5




6Drinking

32Fortune of WarD5

33Lord Nelson Brewery HotelB4

34Hero of WaterlooC3

35Harts PubC5

36Australian HotelC4

37Doss HouseD4

38Endeavour Tap RoomsD4

39ArgyleD4

40ApolloniaE6

41Glenmore HotelC4

42Henry DeaneA3

43Opera BarG3

44Blu Bar on 36C5




7Shopping

45The Rocks MarketsD3

46Opal MindedD3

47Australian Wine CentreD6

48ATTY GalleryD4

49Gannon House GalleryD4










EXPERIENCES

Walk Across Sydney Harbour BridgeBRIDGE

map Google map

There are plenty of ways to cross Sydney Harbour Bridge – you can go by train, bus, car or bike – but the best views are reserved for those who tackle it on foot. From this angle you can gaze directly over Circular Quay and Sydney Opera House, with the city’s skyline looming as a backdrop.

Before the Opera House was built, this sturdy structure was the defining emblem of the city. Stretching for 1149m, it connects Dawes Point on the city side to Milsons Point on the North Shore via a footpath on its eastern side, a bike path on the west, and a roadway and train tracks along the centre. Even today it’s the heftiest steel-arch bridge in the world, weighing 52,800 tonnes.

From the footpath you can access the Pylon Lookout & Museum map Google map ($25), housed in the southeastern pylon. Head up the 200-plus steps to learn more about the bridge’s construction and to enjoy even better views from the top.

Test Your Mettle on a BridgeClimbTOUR

map Google map

The very best bridge views are reserved for the daredevils who undertake the BridgeClimb. Various climbs are on offer, taking between 2½ and 3½ hours (including time spent getting suited, harnessed and briefed). All of them head to the apex of the arch, 134m above Sydney Harbour. A great option is the Burrawa Aboriginal Climb Experience, led by an Indigenous storyteller.

For those prone to vertigo, the scariest part is crossing the mesh catwalk underneath the bridge; once you get onto the actual arch the track is wide enough that you don’t see straight down. The other scary part is the price, ranging from $268 to $424 for an adult (you’ll pay a premium for a dawn or twilight climb).


Building the Bridge

Construction started on Sydney Harbour Bridge in 1923. When the Great Depression kicked in six years later, the project was a major source of employment, with 1400 workers involved in its construction. The mighty arches were built outwards from both sides simultaneously. The two sides were finally bolted together in 1930, but not before 100km/h winds sent them swaying when they were only centimetres apart. Work then commenced on the granite-faced pylons; although they look as though they’re shouldering most of the weight, they’re largely decorative. Two years later, on 19 March 1932, the bridge was officially opened.



Walk Around Walsh BaySELF-GUIDED TOUR

map Google map

The elegant Federation-era piers of Walsh Bay are a picturesque place for a stroll, made even more interesting by the establishment of the 1.6km self-guided Walsh Bay Walk. It starts at Pier 2 and leads through 11 stops, with information boards along the way (download a pdf summary from walshbay.com.au/ heritage/ heritage -walk).

Before the advent of container shipping, which saw the working harbour move to Botany Bay, these wharves were Sydney’s busiest. They’ve since sprouted luxury hotels, apartments and marinas, and become home base for some of the city’s most acclaimed arts organisations, including Sydney Theatre Company, Sydney Dance Company, Bangarra Dance Theatre and the Australian Theatre for Young People.

After exploring the wharves there’s an option to continue through the new Barangaroo Reserve map Google map to Darling Harbour.

See a Show at Roslyn Packer TheatreTHEATRE

map Google map

While the Opera House might get all of the attention, most of the high-profile companies that perform there are based at Walsh Bay. Famously helmed by Cate Blanchett for a spell, Sydney Theatre Company has played an important part in the careers of many Australian actors, and you’ll catch famous names regularly returning to tread the boards at its custom-built Roslyn Packer Theatre (map) or at its two Wharf Theatres map Google map across the road.

The other cultural heavyweight to regularly perform at Roslyn Packer is Sydney Dance Company, Australia’s number-one contemporary-dance company. It’s been staging wildly modern, sexy and sometimes shocking works since 1979.

Admire Aussie Art at SH Ervin GalleryGALLERY

map Google map

To enjoy a broad slice of local art in a heritage environment, head up to the National Trust’s SH Ervin Gallery ($15, closed Monday) inside the old Fort Street School on Observatory Hill. The building dates from 1856 and houses a collection of Australian art through the ages. It also plays host to three annual art competitions, including the always entertaining Salon des Refusés, which showcases portraits rejected by the prestigious Archibald Prize.

Gaze on Sydney’s FoundationsRUINS

When bubonic plague hit in 1900, The Rocks was seen as more of an embarrassment than a national treasure. Now celebrated as settler Australia’s first proper neighbourhood, it’s a measure of the area’s rehabilitation that the foundations of houses that were demolished in the post-plague slum clearances are now showcased and celebrated.

The Big Dig map Google map site spent decades covered by a car park before archaeologists set about uncovering the outlines of the warren of houses connected by tiny lanes that lay beneath. Little treasures they uncovered along the way are displayed in cases on-site and in the Rocks Discovery Museum. Fascinating information boards incorporating period photography help to bring this free site to life.

Nearby, thought-provoking Foundation Park map Google map is set among the ruins of 1870s houses that were built against the cliff face. The oversized furniture by artist Peter Cole evokes the cramped conditions once experienced by the working-class families who lived here.

Visit The Rocks Discovery Museum & Suzannah PlaceMUSEUMS

The history of The Rocks is fascinating and multilayered, and a pair of free museums does an excellent job of peeling the onion. Hidden along a back lane, The Rocks Discovery Museum map Google map partly occupies a stone cottage built in 1844. Displays cover the area’s history, starting with its original Gadigal inhabitants and continuing through the arrival of convicts, the establishment of the port and the battle to preserve The Rocks’ unique heritage.

While the Discovery Museum does a good job of telling the tales of local identities, Susannah Place map Google map offers an even more engaging take on working-class life. Also dating from 1844, this block of four terrace houses and a corner shop can be visited on free hour-long guided tours (Thursday to Sunday; book at mhnsw.au). Each of the crammed houses has been decorated to reflect a different era, and guides share the stories of the dwellings’ long-departed inhabitants.

Seek Inspiration at the MCAGALLERY

Looking as though it was beamed in from Gotham City, the Museum of Contemporary Art (MCA) (map Google map) occupies a prime slice of Circular Quay waterfront. Combined with the Opera House, just across the water, it provides a sophisticated riposte to Crocodile Dundee clichés of Australian life. The majority of the gallery is free to explore, although there is usually a high-profile ticketed show on offer as well. Aboriginal art features prominently, both in the permanent collection and in temporary exhibitions.


Even if you’re not excited by contemporary art, it’s worth heading up to the rooftop cafe for the Opera House views.

Take a Themed Walking TourWALKING TOURS

Whether your interests extend to history, Aboriginal culture, architecture, phantoms or pubs, there’s a walking tour in this part of Sydney to suit you. Social history is covered by The Rocks Walking Tours (map Google map), which depart twice daily on 90-minute strolls around the neighbourhood and are replete with interesting tales. I’m Free has similar options, but its 6pm tour is run by young guides for tips. For a spookier take, The Rocks Ghost Tours depart nightly from outside Cadman’s Cottage on a two-hour romp through locations with a chilling past.

Indigenous-owned and -operated Dreamtime Southern X leads The Rocks Aboriginal Dreaming Tour, giving insights into traditional and contemporary Aboriginal culture. Design buffs should try the Sydney Architecture Walks, whose itineraries in this area include Utzon and the Sydney Opera House, and Harbourings, covering the waterfront from Circular Quay to Walsh Bay.

If your interests are in the beverage line, Dave’s Tours offers various brewery, winery, distillery and bar tours, including The Rocks Pub Tour.

Pause in St Patrick’s ChurchCHURCH

map Google map

The hushed interior of St Patrick’s Church is a peaceful retreat from the tourist bustle of The Rocks. Built in 1844 on land donated by former convict William Davis, it’s a tangible reminder of the early colony’s strong Irish Catholic connections. Davis was transported to Australia without trial because of his role in the 1798 Irish Rebellion. His home was used for clandestine devotions and secretly housed a consecrated host after the colony’s only Catholic priest was deported in 1818.

The interior has a shiny brass altar, vibrant stained-glass windows, and colourful statues of St Patrick, St Joan of Arc, St Michael and other saints. Guided tours are infrequent (check the website), but the church is normally open during the day.


A Rocky Road to Preservation

In the early 1800s, whalers and sailors rubbed shoulders with ex-convicts in The Rocks – and inns and brothels sprang up to entertain them. With the settlement filthy and overcrowded, wealthier people started moving up the slopes, their sewage flowing to the slums below. The lower lanes festered with disease and drunkenness. Bubonic plague broke out in 1900, killing 103 people and leading to the razing of entire streets. The construction of the Harbour Bridge in the 1920s wiped out even more streets. It wasn’t until the 1970s that the area’s historical significance began to be valued.



Meander Through Macquarie PlacePARK

map Google map

Surrounded by skyscrapers, triangular Macquarie Place is an incongruous survivor of old Sydney. Beneath a shady canopy you’ll find the cannon and anchor from the First Fleet flagship (HMS Sirius), an ornate but defunct 1857 drinking fountain, a National Trust–classified gentlemen’s pissoir (closed and plant-filled) and an 1818 obelisk recording that ‘All the public roads leading to the interior of the colony are measured from it’.

Call into the Customs HouseHISTORIC BUILDING

map Google map

Experience the feeling of having Sydney at your feet in this elegant late-Victorian building, where a fascinating 1:500 model of the inner city lies under the glass floor. The Customs House was built in 1885, when the Circular Quay shoreline was roughly where the train station is today and swastikas didn’t come with negative connotations (look for them in the tiling of the lobby, along with a plaque explaining their symbolism).

The building now contains a City of Sydney tourist information desk, a library, restaurants and bars. The library often stages interesting exhibitions.

Inspect the Justice & Police MuseumMUSEUM

map Google map

To investigate the dark side of early Sydney life, visit the Justice & Police Museum, housed in the old Water Police headquarters near Circular Quay. Gangs, bushrangers, notorious murderers and underworld figures all feature, along with a section devoted to the police themselves – with a frank overview of the force’s less than ideal interactions with Aboriginal Australians over the years. It’s open daily in January but only on weekends in other months.


The First Fleet

The 11 ships of the First Fleet arrived first at Botany Bay in January 1788, but the site was quickly dismissed as inappropriate due to a lack of fresh water. Instead they continued north to a harbour that James Cook had named Port Jackson but never explored. They eventually dropped anchor in Warrane, a horseshoe bay with a freshwater stream running into it. Governor Phillip renamed it Sydney Cove, after the British Home Secretary. It was here, on Gadigal land, that the motley crew of convicts, sailors, marines and officials disembarked: 1373 people in total.



Catch a Concert at the ConservatoriumCLASSICAL MUSIC

Seeing the building itself is a large part of the enjoyment of attending a concert here. It’s hard to believe that this ostentatious, castle-like structure was originally built in 1820 as the stable block for nearby Government House. It was designed by convict architect Francis Greenway for Governor Lachlan Macquarie, and it was partly the extravagance of this project that cost Macquarie his post.

It now houses the Sydney Conservatorium of Music map Google map, which is the music faculty of the University of Sydney. The talents of its students and staff are showcased during term time (roughly March to November) in recitals and concerts running the gamut from jazz to choral, opera and chamber music. Check sydney.edu.au/ music for upcoming events.

Watch a Show by BangarraDANCE

map Google map

Catching a Bangarra Dance Theatre show at Sydney Opera House ticks several boxes at once. You get to enjoy a performance by one of Australia’s leading dance companies, and you’ll also have an authentic encounter with contemporary Aboriginal culture while checking out the interiors of the famous house.

Bangarra is hailed as Australia’s finest Aboriginal performance company, combining present-day themes, Indigenous traditions and Western techniques. It tours extensively, both throughout Australia and internationally, but always has at least a couple of runs at the Opera House’s Drama Theatre each year.

Be Dazzled by Vivid SydneyFESTIVAL

For 23 nights from mid-May, inner-city Sydney is transformed with large-scale illuminations projected onto many of its most striking structures, including skyscrapers, Sydney Harbour Bridge and, of course, the Opera House. It’s an incredible spectacle and one that draws large crowds to the waterfront. While the light show is free, it’s backed up with ticketed events during the day that showcase the work of innovative thinkers, artists, musicians and chefs.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap  $ $ Moderate  $$$ Pricey

[image: img]
Eating

Affordable Eats

Dutch Smuggler $

map Google map

Delicious Indonesian-inspired toasted sandwiches and great coffee. 6am-4pm Mon-Fri, 8am-3pm Sat & Sun

Zini $

map Google map

Modern gelateria scooping out unusual flavours alongside coffee and pastries. 8am-10pm Mon-Fri, 10am-11pm Sat, noon-10pm Sun

Fine Food Store $

map Google map

Contemporary cafe with welcoming staff, good coffee and delicious brunches. 7.30am-3pm

Malay-Chinese $

map Google map

This spot serves up laksa, fried noodles, Hainanese chicken rice and spicy curries. 11am-4.30pm Mon-Fri

BarCycle $

map Google map

On a handsome Walsh Bay wharf, this hole-in-the-wall cafe is run by a friendly Italian family. 7am-3pm

Fine Dining

Aria $ $ $

map Google map

Refined restaurant with stylish decor and floor-to-ceiling windows staring straight at the Opera House. 5.30-11pm Mon-Sat, plus noon-3pm Thu-Sat

Quay $ $ $

map Google map

Rated as one of Australia’s best restaurants, Quay matches peerless views with boundary-pushing cuisine. Book in advance. 6-11pm Wed-Sun, plus noon-3pm Sat & Sun

Bennelong $ $ $

map Google map

Quay’s legendary chef, Peter Gilmore, also helms the restaurant under the sails of Sydney Opera House. 5.30-11pm Wed-Sat, plus noon-3pm Sat & Sun

6Head $ $ $

map Google map

Steakhouse occupying one of the 19th-century Campbell’s Stores buildings, with views to the Opera House. 5-9.30pm Mon, noon-10.30pm Tue-Sun

Lana $ $ $

map Google map

‘Italian dining with an Asian twist’ is on offer at this fancy place in an 1860s wool store near Circular Quay. 5-11pm Tue-Sat, plus noon-2.30pm Thu-Sat

Cafe Sydney $ $ $

map Google map

Breezy and spacious restaurant on the Customs House roof with harbour views, an outdoor terrace and friendly staff. Quality seafood dishes dominate. noon-11pm Mon-Sat

[image: img]
Drinking

Old Pubs

Fortune of War

map Google map

Operating since 1828 (although rebuilt since), this characterful bar hosts live music Wednesday to Saturday nights and on weekend afternoons. 9am-late

Lord Nelson Brewery Hotel

map Google map

Continuously licensed since 1841, the atmospheric Lord Nelson produces natural ales in its own microbrewery. 11am-11pm

Hero of Waterloo

map Google map

Enter this rough-hewn 1843 sandstone pub to meet some locals and listen to folk and jazz bands (Friday to Sunday). 10am-11pm

Harts Pub

map Google map

Converted from three Victorian terrace houses, atmospheric Harts pours an extensive range of Sydney craft beers. noon-11pm Mon-Sat, to 8pm Sun

Australian Hotel

map Google map

This heritage pub serves more than 130 Australian craft beers and serves kangaroo, emu and crocodile pizzas. 11am-midnight

Atmospheric Bars

Doss House

map Google map

There’s a serious whisky menu at this little gem tucked away in a stone-walled basement in The Rocks. 5pm-1am Tue-Sun

Endeavour Tap Rooms

map Google map

Microbrewery in an attractive 1800s building in the heart of The Rocks. noon-10pm Sun-Thu, 11.30am-midnight Fri & Sat

The Argyle

map Google map

Spread through 19th-century warehouses, with a popular nightclub upstairs. 5-10pm Tue, 5pm-1am Wed & Thu, 5pm-3am Fri & Sat, 2-10pm Sun

Apollonia

map Google map

Sicily comes to Circular Quay in this subterranean cocktail bar in an 1860s warehouse, an homage to The Godfather movies. Entry is via Loftus Lane. 3pm-1am Mon-Sat

Views

Glenmore Hotel

map Google map

Downstairs it’s a predictably nice 1920s pub, but head to the rooftop and the harbour views are beyond fabulous. 11am-midnight

Henry Deane

map Google map

Enjoy bridge views from this cocktail bar on the top two levels of the historic Hotel Palisade. 4-10pm Tue & Wed, noon-11pm Thu-Sun

Opera Bar

map Google map

Right on Circular Quay, with the Opera House on one side and Harbour Bridge on the other. 11am-11pm

Blu Bar on 36

map Google map

The cocktails are pricey, but it’s worth heading to the top of the Shangri-La hotel for the extraordinary views. noon-11pm

[image: img]
Shopping

Souvenirs

The Rocks Markets

map Google map

Mostly tourist-focused stalls, but some excellent handicrafts offer balance. 10am-5pm Sat & Sun

Opal Minded

map Google map

One of several spots that sells jewellery set with opals, a quintessentially Aussie style of bling. 9.30am-5.30pm

Australian Wine Centre

map Google map

This shop specialises in quality Australian wine, beer and spirits, with small producers well represented. International shipping can be arranged. 9am-10pm Mon-Sat, 11am-9pm Sun

Art

ATTY Gallery

map Google map

Quirky art prints of animals in pastel colours, with the occasional Sydney landscape. 10.30am-3pm Mon-Fri, 10am-5pm Sat & Sun

Gannon House Gallery

map Google map

Specialising in contemporary Aboriginal art, Gannon House purchases works directly from Northern Territory artists and communities. 11am-5pm






Explore

City Centre & Haymarket


The cavernous streets of Sydney’s Central Business District (CBD) aren’t just the preserve of besuited office workers. Even with stiff competition from suburban malls, the city centre remains Sydney’s premier retail hub, and there are plenty of excellent restaurants and bars tucked among the skyscrapers as well.
    The main artery is George St, which has ditched cars in favour of light rail. Impressive buildings are strung along its entire length. Running parallel to it, Pitt St is a prime shopping strip, especially along the pedestrianised section known as Pitt St Mall.
    Office blocks give way to high-rise apartment blocks in Haymarket, at the southern end of the CBD. Here you’ll find Central Station and Sydney’s bustling Chinatown.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: trainjpg] Train

Trains run underground, stopping at Central (Sydney’s transport hub), Town Hall, Wynyard, St James, Museum and Martin Place stations. The first five stops are part of the City Circle loop. Due in 2024, driverless, high-frequency Metro services will stop at Central, Gadigal and Martin Place.

[image: light-railjpg] Light Rail

From Central, above-ground light rail heads along George St and through Capitol Sq and Paddy’s Markets.

[image: busjpg] Bus

The inner-city bus network is extensive, filling in any gaps.


THE BEST

Get acquainted with Australian artistry – ancient and contemporary – amid the expansive spaces of the ART GALLERY OF NSW.

Reflect on the deprivations of convict life at HYDE PARK BARRACKS.

Have a right-royal shopping spree within the grand environs of the QUEEN VICTORIA BUILDING.

Set your soul soaring within the golden Gothic sandstone expanse of ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL.





TOP EXPERIENCE


Art Gallery of NSW


Nearly doubling in size in 2022 with the opening of a vast new $344-million building, the state’s premier art gallery has never been more impressive. Inside, the collection spans the ages and the oceans, with the big names of Australian art rightly to the forefront.



map Google map
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ART GALLERY OF NEW SOUTH WALES, JENNI CARTER ©


PLANNING TIP

Allow at least a few hours to do the gallery justice, although art aficionados could easily spend longer. On Wednesday the doors remain open until 10pm.

[image: barcode]

Scan for practical information for your visit.



South Building

The South Building’s neoclassical front faces the grassy Domain, and its modern rear end overlooks Woolloomooloo. In the ground floor of the Grand Courts are works from 1400 to 1900. Spread between this floor and that below are galleries devoted to 20th-century art and the institution’s notable Asian collection.

The 20th-century collection is particularly good. Australian names to look out for include Grace Cossington Smith, Sidney Nolan and Brett Whiteley. Their work hangs alongside that of international luminaries including Matisse, Picasso, Bacon and New Zealander Michael Parekōwhai, whose gleaming oversized sculpture of explorer James Cook hogs the limelight.

North Building

Adjacent to the South Building but with a separate entrance through a glass atrium, the new North Building houses the astonishing Yiribana Gallery of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art, contemporary art (from 2000 to the present) and further temporary-exhibition galleries. The most intriguing space is a subterranean WWII oil-storage tank (pictured).

Tours

Tours are free and no bookings are required. There’s a daily Welcome Wander in each building at 3pm, a highlights tour of the South Building at 11am, one of the North Building at 1pm and one focusing on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art at 11am. Highlights tours of the Asian Lantern and 20th-Century Galleries take place on alternate days, and Mandarin-, Cantonese-, Korean- and Japanese-language tours are scattered throughout the week; see the website for details.

Accessibility

The gallery is well set up for wheelchair users, with dedicated parking and drop-off spaces, accessible toilets, and wheelchairs and mobility scooters available to borrow (book ahead). Aids are available for visitors with low vision or colour-vision deficiency. Guide dogs, hearing dogs and assistance dogs are welcome. Changing Places facilities are provided in both buildings for visitors with high support needs.


QUICK BREAK

Each building has both a fancy restaurant and a cafe, but the best spot for a quick snack is the kiosk in the Welcome Plaza between the two.





WALKING TOUR


Walk the City Centre


Occupying a rough grid pattern south of Circular Quay, Sydney’s CBD offers upmarket shopping, eating, drinking and sightseeing, with gracious colonial buildings scattered among the skyscrapers and orderly parks. This neighbourhood is the engine house of Australia’s economy. During weekdays, office workers descend en masse to stoke the fires.



START

Anzac Memorial

END

St Andrew’s Cathedral

LENGTH

3km; two hours
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1 A Green Tunnel

Formal Hyde Park provides a dramatic approach to the city. Start at the Anzac Memorial at the southern end and follow the broad, tree-formed central path to the over-the-top Archibald Memorial Fountain, liberally adorned with naked Greek deities and water-spouting turtles.

2 Stately Structures

Statues of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert perch on opposite corners of Macquarie St. On Albert’s side, the grand sandstone buildings include Parliament House and The Mint, which were part of the Rum Hospital, built in 1816 by two merchants in return for a monopoly on rum (then Sydney’s currency). The politicians shifted here in 1829, making it the world’s oldest continually operating parliament building.

3 Temples to Commerce

Return down Macquarie St and turn right onto Martin Pl, a grand promenade lined with imposing bank and insurance buildings. It was closed to traffic in 1971, forming a terraced pedestrian mall that’s the closest thing to a main civic square that Sydney has. At its bottom end, in front of the old GPO building, is the Cenotaph, commemorating Australia’s war dead.

4 Signature Shopping

Turn left onto George St and left again to cut through the gorgeous Strand Arcade to car-free Pitt Street Mall, lined with shopping centres and the signature stores of popular brands.

5 Medieval Malarkey

Turn right onto Market St and pause to pop into the faux-medieval foyer of the ostentatiously ornate State Theatre map Google map. Built in 1929 as a movie palace, it’s Sydney’s most beautiful theatre and an atmospheric setting for concerts, musicals and comedy shows.

6 Victorian Grandeur

Back on George St, you’ll pass a series of extravagant Victorian buildings in quick succession, starting with the exuberant Queen Victoria Building. Next up is a duo of 1860s buildings: Sydney Town Hall and St Andrew’s Cathedral. The Anglican cathedral has twin spires inspired by England’s York Minster.
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1Top Experiences

 Art Gallery of NSWF3



1Sights

1Museum of SydneyD1

2State Library of NSWE2

3Hyde Park BarracksD4

4St James’ ChurchD4

5St Mary’s CathedralE4

6Great SynagogueC5

7Anzac MemorialD6

8General Post OfficeB3

9Sydney TowerC4

10Queen Victoria BuildingB5

11City Recital HallC3

12Metro TheatreB6

13State TheatreB4

14ChinatownA8

15Golden Water MouthB8

16Paddy’s MarketsA8




5Eating

17Boon CafeB8

18Chat ThaiB8

19MamakA7

20Ho Jiak HaymarketA8

21Edition RoastersA8

22Mr WongC1

23AzumaD2

24RagazziC2

25Restaurant HubertC2

26FelixC2

27BentleyC2

28AaliaC3




6Drinking

29Ramblin’ RascalC5

30LoboB4

31Eau de VieB2

32Marble BarB5

33Duke of ClarenceB4

34Baxter InnB4

35Barber ShopB4

36Cantina OK!B4

37Ivy Pool ClubB2

38Dean & Nancy on 22B2

39O BarC1




7Shopping

40Strand ArcadeB4

41Westfield SydneyC4

42David JonesC4

43MyerB4










EXPERIENCES

Museum of Sydney MUSEUM

map Google map

Smaller than you might think given the broad sweep of its name, this free museum can easily be tackled in an hour and provides a first-glance introduction to the Sydney story. It’s located on the site of the colony’s famously ramshackle first Government House, which makes its ongoing transition into a dedicated First Nations cultural space especially poignant.

The Yura Nura: People & Country section includes contemporary art examining the impact of colonisation and runs a continuous screening of the fascinating First Australians documentary. In adjacent halls there are scale models of the First Fleet ships and of the original Government House. Head upstairs for interesting temporary exhibitions devoted to aspects of Sydney life.

Pause to examine the reimagined bush line formed from 29 wooden, sandstone and steel pillars in the forecourt entitled Edge of Trees, a reference to the line of vegetation beyond which the Gadigal people observed the intruders of the First Fleet arriving on their land.

Slide into the State LibraryLIBRARY

map Google map

Even if you’re not particularly scholarly, the State Library of New South Wales is worth a look for the decor of the neoclassical Mitchell Wing (1910) and for its extensive free galleries. Among the more than five million tomes housed here are journals and logs by the likes of James Cook and botanist Joseph Banks. It’s fitting, then, that explorers feature prominently in the decor, with famous expeditions depicted in relief form in the impressive bronze doors and a magnificent mosaic depicting Abel Tasman’s travels on the floor of the atrium.

A design highlight is the light-filled central Reading Room, clad in milky marble. The corridor that runs along its perimeter houses the Object Gallery, with display cases featuring everything from convict leg irons to silver chandeliers. Also on the ground floor is the Shakespeare Room, ‘a hidden library within the library’, with an ornate faux-Tudor ceiling. The upstairs galleries are surprisingly extensive, showcasing paintings, photography, rare books and Aboriginal artefacts.


Do Time in Hyde Park BarracksMUSEUM

map Google map

Between 1819 and 1848, around 50,000 convicts passed through Hyde Park Barracks, which, despite its refined appearance, was then a miserable, overcrowded and rat-infested place. A visit to this UNESCO World Heritage Site, designed by convict architect Francis Greenway, provides a poignant insight into what life was like in the colony.

Admission is free and includes an audioguide, which provides all the essential background information as you take a self-directed tour. Each floor has themed displays, starting with ‘Control’ on the 2nd floor and heading down through ‘Fear’ on the 1st floor and ‘Hope’ on the ground level. Along the way, intricate dioramas show the story of expanding colonial settlement and its devastating impact on the lives of Indigenous Australians. Artefacts also illustrate the building’s subsequent use as a women’s immigration depot and asylum. The tour ends with an inspiring set of video testimonies by Aboriginal Elders and the descendants of those who passed through these doors.

Seek Sanctuary in St James’ ChurchCHURCH

map Google map

Sydney’s oldest surviving church provides a fascinating insight into how the early colony worked. St James’ Church was designed by Francis Greenway and built by his fellow convicts between 1820 and 1824.

Greenway was a notable architect working in Bristol and Bath before he was sentenced to death for forging financial documents. The sentence was commuted to transportation, and in 1814 he found himself in Australia serving a 14-year sentence. He received his first Australian commission while still on the boat. Upon arrival, he swiftly formed a close working relationship with the ambitious Governor Lachlan Macquarie.

The church was originally intended as a courthouse, which explains its somewhat austere exterior. Along the way the brief changed: a steeple sprouted, the cells became a crypt, and an Anglican church appeared in its place. The interior is a simple rectangle offset with Romanesque arches and a wooden choir loft, and enlivened by a golden mosaic above the altar and vivid stained-glass windows.


Convict Colony

With the loss of its colonies in North America in 1783, Britain needed to find another place to dump its undesirables. It was Sir Joseph Banks who suggested Botany Bay, a place he had visited in 1770 as the botanist on James Cook’s Endeavour voyage. From 1788 until 1868, around 162,000 British and Irish men, women and children were transported to Australia, many for astonishingly petty transgressions. The whole colony served as an open-air jail, with convicts put to work clearing land, constructing roads and raising buildings. When their term ended, most then stayed on as free settlers.



Be Awed by St Mary’s CathedralCATHEDRAL

map Google map

Dominating the eastern edge of Hyde Park, imposing St Mary’s Cathedral stands as testament to a time when once-despised convict communities asserted their place in Australian society.

Catholics arrived in Australia with the First Fleet, most of them convicts and many of them Irish, and their numbers were to swell with subsequent transportations following various Irish rebellions. It wasn’t until 1820 that Catholics were able to worship freely, and the foundation for the first St Mary’s was laid the following year.

The vast 106m-long sandstone Gothic Revival cathedral that took its place was begun in 1868, consecrated in 1905 and completed in 1928, although the 75m-high spires weren’t added until 2000. The building has an unusual north–south orientation (rather than the traditional alignment facing the rising sun), meaning that in the early morning and late afternoon the entire space is bathed in a golden light emanating through the stained-glass side windows.

Gaze upon the Great SynagogueSYNAGOGUE

map Google map

The First Fleet also carried with it a small number of Jews, mostly from London’s working-class East End. As marginalised as the Catholics, they too set about staking their claim in central Sydney as their community grew.

The Great Synagogue on the western edge of Hyde Park was completed in 1878 and, architecturally, it’s considered to be the most important synagogue in the southern hemisphere. The building combines Romanesque, Gothic, Moorish and Byzantine elements, and the interiors are exquisite, with golden stars set onto a deep-blue ceiling.

Sadly, unless you’re attending services, it can only be visited as part of a pricy guided tour ($400 for up to 40 people), which must be arranged a week in advance. In any case, it’s worth stopping to admire the facade, set behind an impressive set of wrought-iron gates.


What’s in a Name?

Distant echoes of the layout of early Sydney can still be heard in the city’s street names. Tankstream Way meets Bridge St at the point where a bridge once spanned the Tank Stream. The city’s first freshwater supply, it trickled into Sydney Cove until it became a festering sewer and was banished into a culvert. Crops were first planted in Farm Cove, Barrack St housed the marines’ quarters, and Market St was the site of the first produce markets, which moved south to Haymarket to make way for the Queen Victoria Building.



Quietly Reflect at the Anzac MemorialMEMORIAL

map Google map

The heavy toll paid by the Australia and New Zealand Army Corps (Anzacs) who fought in WWI continues to play a major role in the self-identity of both nations. The exquisite Art Deco Anzac Memorial at the southern end of Hyde Park provides a fitting introduction to the Anzac mythos. Set behind a shallow Pool of Reflection, it opened in 1934 to commemorate the original Anzacs but has been expanded to include those who served in subsequent conflicts.

In the central hall, a bronze statue of a naked fallen soldier lies under a canopy of 120,000 stars set into the domed ceiling, one for every NSW soldier who served. Downstairs there’s a free military-themed museum, which includes a section on the construction and symbolism of the memorial itself. Opened in 2018, the Centenary Extension displays soil samples from all of the NSW places of origin of WWI soldiers and includes a series of cascades gurgling down towards Liverpool St.

Listen for a Lost Stream at the GPOHISTORIC BUILDING

map Google map

As celebrated in its time as the Opera House, the former General Post Office (GPO) building on Martin Pl was built in 1874 in a style inspired by Italian Renaissance palaces, with an elaborate facade composed of dozens of arched windows and a shady ground-floor colonnade. Architect James Barnet caused a minor fracas at the time by basing the carved sandstone faces on local identities. Look up to see a white-marble Queen Victoria gazing over the busy plaza, surrounded by allegorical figures.

There’s still a postal outlet at the George St end, but the building has long since been gutted, stabbed with office towers and transformed into a hotel. Under a staircase in the basement are a small historical display and an exposed section of culvert where you can hear the long-buried Tank Stream still gushing through.


Shoot up Sydney TowerTOWER

map Google map

Despite the proliferation of skyscrapers in the inner city, the 309m-tall Sydney Tower (completed in 1981) is still Sydney’s highest structure.

Naturally, it’s the 360-degree vista from the 250m-high observation level (branded as Sydney Tower Eye; adults from $27 online) that’s the main draw. Adrenaline chasers can opt to tackle the Skywalk, a guided walk along a ledge circumnavigating the roof (from $95). Despite the Westfield signage, Sydney Tower Eye is now operated by the same company that runs Sea Life, Wild Life and Madame Tussauds in Darling Harbour, meaning that there’s a baffling array of combo tickets on offer. It stays open for the sunset views in the evening.

The tower also has two revolving restaurants: a mediocre buffet and a better fine-dining establishment. Better still is Bar 83, where for a minimum spend of $30 you can sink into a retro egg chair and enjoy the 83rd-floor views.

Shop Royally at the QVBSHOPPING CENTRE

map Google map

For a rarefied shopping experience, nothing beats the Queen Victoria Building (QVB). Taking up an entire city block, it opened in 1898 and remains the city’s swankiest shopping centre. Even if shopping is your idea of holiday hell, it’s worth wandering through to admire the Romanesque arches, stained-glass domes, tiled floors, layered mezzanines and kitsch animated clocks suspended from the ceiling.

Unbelievably, this High Victorian masterpiece was repeatedly slated for demolition before it was restored in the mid-1980s. In an ironic reversal of fate, the oversized imperious statue of its namesake that stands near the Druitt St entrance was transported here from Dublin in 1987 for the reopening – it had been deemed surplus to requirements in the Irish Republic. Nearby is a wishing well featuring a bronze replica of Victoria’s beloved pooch, Islay, which speaks in the disconcerting baritone of talkback-radio rabble-rouser John Laws.

Catch a Concert in the CityLIVE MUSIC

Based on the classic configuration of the 19th-century European concert hall, the custom-built, 1200-seat City Recital Hall map Google map boasts near-perfect acoustics. Top-flight companies such as Musica Viva, Sydney Symphony Orchestra, Australian Brandenburg Orchestra, Australian Chamber Orchestra and Pinchgut Opera regularly perform here, as do contemporary touring acts.


The Metro Theatre map Google map is easily Sydney’s best midsized venue for seeing alternative local and international rock acts in intimate, well-ventilated comfort. It also offers a lively roster of comedy, cabaret and dance parties. On the next rung up is the State Theatre (map), Sydney’s most sumptuous performance space, where better-known musicians and comedians take to the stage in lush surroundings.

Eat & Shop in ChinatownNEIGHBOURHOOD

map Google map

Guardian lions and ornate paifang (ornamental archways) decorated with faux-bamboo tiles mark each end of the car-free section of Dixon St, marking it out as the heart of Sydney’s Chinatown. Dixon St is actually Sydney’s third Chinatown. The first sprang up in The Rocks in the late 19th century before moving to Market St and eventually landing on Dixon St in the 1920s. Memorably, in 1983, it provided the backdrop for David Bowie’s ‘China Girl’ video.

On Hay St, the Golden Water Mouth (map Google map) sculpture provides a visual reminder of early Chinese gold miners. Nearby, Paddy’s Markets map Google map (closed Monday and Tuesday) is the last remnant of the historic markets that gave Haymarket its name, although these days its tightly packed stalls are more reminiscent of Southeast Asia than Victorian Sydney.

The whole of Haymarket is now a pan-Asian dining destination, with Chinatown morphing into a tiny Koreatown (around Goulburn and George Sts) and a slightly larger Thaitown (Pitt and Campbell Sts).


Chinese Sydney

The first known Chinese person to arrive in Australia came to Sydney in 1818, but it wasn’t until the 1840s that significant numbers arrived, first as indentured labourers and then as gold miners. They experienced considerable prejudice, with various discriminatory laws enacted to restrict their numbers. What became known as the White Australia Policy wasn’t completely dismantled until the 1970s. Nowadays, nearly 12% of Sydneysiders claim some Chinese ancestry. Lunar New Year is celebrated enthusiastically in Chinatown. It’s the hub for much of the 16-day Sydney Lunar Festival, marked by food, fireworks, light installations, dragon dancers and dragon-boat races.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap  $ $ Moderate  $ $ $ Pricey
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Eating

Thai

Boon Cafe $

map Google map

This grocery store–cafe serves sandwiches at lunch and tasty Issan-style rice and noodle dishes day and night. 8am-10pm

Chat Thai $ $

map Google map

Expat Thais flock to this busy Thaitown linchpin for tastes of home, particularly the more unusual sweets. 10am-10.30pm

Malaysian

Mamak $

map Google map

This Malaysian joint serves flaky roti and charcoal-grilled satay. 11.30am-10pm Sun, 11.30am-2.30pm & 5.30-10pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri, 11.30am-midnight Sat

Ho Jiak Haymarket $ $

map Google map

Drawing on Penang home-cooking and street-food traditions, Ho Jiak is perpetually filled with wonderful aromas. 11am-midnight Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun

Chinese & Japanese

Edition Roasters $ $

map Google map

Roastery cafe with Japanese-influenced food and decor. Try the deliciously gooey ‘onsen eggs’ on milk bread. 8am-4pm

Mr Wong $ $ $

map Google map

This sprawling subterranean speakeasy serves sophisticated takes on Cantonese fare including tasty lunchtime dim sum. noon-3pm & 5.30-10pm

Azuma $ $ $

map Google map

One of Sydney’s best traditional Japanese restaurants. 6-11pm Mon-Sat, plus noon-3pm Mon-Fri

Italian & French

Ragazzi $ $

map Google map

This tiny trattoria serves delicious handmade pasta dishes alongside an extensive Italian-leaning wine list. 10.30am-midnight Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun

Restaurant Hubert $ $ $

map Google map

French fare in old-fashioned portions in this candlelit subterranean restaurant. noon-3pm & 5pm-1am

Felix $ $ $

map Google map

Waiters bustle about in black ties and long aprons in this faithful homage to a classic French bistro. noon-3pm & 5.30-10.30pm Mon-Sat, noon-9pm Sun

Modern Fine Dining

Bentley $ $ $

map Google map

Inventive Australian cuisine in chic surrounds, with native fruits and seeds lending their unique flavours. 6-11pm Tue-Sat, plus noon-3pm Wed-Fri

Aalia $ $ $

map Google map

Offers interesting twists on regional Middle Eastern and North African dishes. Cheaper express-lunch and pre-theatre set menus are offered. noon-3pm & 5.30-11pm Mon-Sat


[image: img]
Drinking

Subterranean Bars

Ramblin’ Rascal

map Google map

Head downstairs to this darkened den where musicians perform in suitably grungy surrounds most Wednesday and Friday nights. 5pm-1am Mon-Sat

Lobo

map Google map

A pre-revolution Cuban fantasy in this louche cocktail bar, with tropical wallpaper and club-style seating. 5pm-2am

Eau de Vie

map Google map

Hard to find but worth the effort, this subterranean speakeasy serves excellent, adventurous cocktails. 5pm-1am Tue-Sat

Marble Bar

map Google map

Built for a staggering £32,000 in 1893, this ornate underground bar is a hidden jewel box, with live music every night. 5pm-midnight Mon-Sat

Back-Alley Bars

Duke of Clarence

map Google map

A fully formed 18th-century English pub, complete with roaring fireplace and portraits of noblemen. noon-1am Mon-Sat, to 9pm Sun

Baxter Inn

map Google map

An elegant speakeasy down a dark lane where whisky’s the main poison and the friendly bar staff really know their stuff. 4pm-3am

Barber Shop

map Google map

Walk past the blokes getting haircuts and you’ll find a seductive spot serving gin, cocktails and quality beers. 4pm-1am Tue-Sat

Cantina OK!

map Google map

Down an unassuming back alley, what must be Sydney’s smallest bar exudes good cheer and optimism. It sources its artisanal mescal directly from Mexican producers. 4pm-2am

Rooftop & High-Altitude Bars

Ivy Pool Club

map Google map

Part of a trendy complex of restaurants and bars, the rooftop Ivy Pool Club is a glitzy place to party. noon-midnight Tue & Wed, to 2am Thu-Sat

Dean & Nancy on 22

map Google map

Take the golden staircase from the 21st-floor Sky Lobby of the Adina hotel to this swanky cocktail bar. 4.30pm-late

O.Bar

map Google map

The cocktails at this glamorous revolving bar aren’t cheap, but they’re substantially cheaper than admission to Sydney Tower. 5-10.30pm Sun & Mon, noon-11pm Tue-Sat

[image: img]
Shopping

Shopping Centres

Strand Arcade

map Google map

Australian designer boutiques congregate on the upper level of this beautiful shopping arcade, built in 1891. 9am-5.30pm Mon-Wed & Fri, to 9pm Thu, to 4pm Sat, 11am-4pm Sun

Westfield Sydney

map Google map

This massive mall has gobbled up Sydney Tower and a fair chunk of Pitt Street Mall. 9.30am-7pm Fri-Wed, to 9pm Thu

Department Stores

David Jones

map Google map

DJs is Sydney’s premier department store, with high-quality clothing, a highbrow food court and a whole kids’ floor. 9.30am-7pm Fri-Wed, to 9pm Thu

Myer

map Google map

One of Sydney’s largest department stores, selling fashion, beauty products, homewares and much more. 9.30am-7pm Fri-Wed, to 9pm Thu






Explore

Darling Harbour & Pyrmont


The historic docklands to the west of the city centre have been completely transformed into a dedicated entertainment precinct, with big-name tourist attractions, flashy hotels and two gargantuan casino complexes. It kicked off with the redevelopment of Darling Harbour, timed around the bicentenary of the First Fleet’s arrival in 1988. Since then, the gentrification has spread along the waterfront in both directions, culminating in the new Barangaroo enclave.
    Step back from the water and things are less glitzy and more workaday in the city-fringe neighbourhoods of Pyrmont and Ultimo. Ultimo is dominated by the University of Technology Sydney (UTS), with a profusion of statement buildings ranging in style from brutalist to the crumpled magnificence of Frank Gehry’s ‘brown paper bag’ building.




[image: jpg]

See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Barangaroo Complex | ISABELLA MOORE/LONELY PLANET ©

Getting Around

[image: light-railjpg] Light Rail

The L1 line from Central stops at Exhibition Centre, Convention, Pyrmont Bay, The Star, John Street Square, Fish Market and Wentworth Park stations before continuing through Glebe.

[image: trainjpg] Train

High-frequency Metro service, due to start in 2024, will stop at Barangaroo (by the reserve).

[image: busjpg] Bus

Useful lines include 389 (Pyrmont) and 501 (Pyrmont and Ultimo).

[image: ferryjpg] Ferry

Line F4 from Circular Quay stops at Barangaroo and Pyrmont Bay. The Parramatta River service (F3) also stops at Barangaroo.


THE BEST

Say hi to Pig the rescued dugong at SEA LIFE.

Wind your way through the catalogue of Aussie critters at WILD LIFE.

Descend into a navy submarine and clamber over the decks of a tall ship at the AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM.

Recharge your batteries within the shady and serene confines of the CHINESE GARDEN OF FRIENDSHIP.





WALKING TOUR


Walk Darling Harbour


Unashamedly tourist-focused, this former dockland is largely given over to visitor amusements, bars and restaurants. This walk follows the waterline from Pyrmont Bay and into Darling Harbour proper before continuing past King Street Wharf to the new Barangaroo precinct. You’ll find plenty of opportunities for a cooling beverage along the way.



START

The Star

END

Barangaroo Reserve

LENGTH

3km; one hour


[image: 12-darling-harbour-wt-pk-syd7-jpg]




1 Seafaring History

Catch the light rail to The Star stop and try to negotiate your way out of the casino complex without haemorrhaging money. Stroll through Pyrmont Bay Park to Darling Harbour, where you’ll pass the Welcome Wall migration monument, followed by the moored vessels that form part of the Australian National Maritime Museum.

2 A Swinging Bridge

Continue underneath sturdy Pyrmont Bridge. When it opened in 1902 it was the world’s first electric swing bridge. The central section can pivot to allow tall ships through.

3 Striking Structures

Trace the waterfront past some of Darling Harbour’s newest constructions, the capacious ICC Sydney (International Convention Centre) and The Ribbon, a striking lopsided curve containing IMAX Sydney and the W Sydney hotel.

4 Big-Ticket Attractions

As you pass the restaurants and bars of Cockle Bay Wharf, keep an eye out for the brolga cranes perpetually dancing in their fountain. Scoot under Pyrmont Bridge again and you’ll reach three aligned attractions: Sea Life, Madame Tussauds and Wild Life.

5 Crowning Glory

Next up, King Street Wharf is lined with still more restaurants and bars. It then morphs into the new Barangaroo complex, dominated by Sydney’s tallest skyscraper, 271m-high Crown Sydney. For reasons that will be immediately apparent, locals have dubbed it ‘Packer’s Pecker’ (it was James Packer’s casino company that commissioned it).

6 Nature Reborn

Part of the sweetener for the casino was the restoration of the pre-1836 shoreline, including the creation of an artificial headland. Sandstone blocks have been used to recreate the waterline and 75,000 natives have been planted. As you enter Barangaroo Reserve, a screen plays the 10-minute video Wellama, a take on the Indigenous Welcome to Country ritual.
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1Experiences

1Sea LifeD4

2Wild LifeD3

3Madame TussaudsD4

4Australian National Maritime MuseumC3

5ICC SydneyD6

6Sydney Lyric TheatreB3

7ARA Darling Quarter TheatreD5

8IMAX SydneyD5

9Sydney Heritage FleetC3

10Captain Cook CruisesD2

11Clearview CruisesD3

12Magistic CruisesD3

13Sydney ShowboatD3

14Sydney Harbour KayaksC3

15Chinese Garden of FriendshipD6

16Sydney Fish MarketA5




5Eating

17Ommi DonB6

18SokyoB4

19LuMiB2

20CirrusD1

21Oncore by Clare SmythD1




6Drinking

22Lord WolseleyB6

23SmokeD2

24CirqD1

25CargoD3

26HomeD5




7Shopping

27Title BarangarooD2

28Alfy’s New & Vintage Toy ShopB5










EXPERIENCES

Submerge Yourself at Sea LifeAquarium

map Google map

You can tick a whole swag of Aussie icons off your list in Darling Harbour with a visit to the trio of attractions clumped together at the city end of Pyrmont Bridge: Sea Life, Wild Life and Madame Tussauds.

The best of them is Sea Life (formerly Sydney Aquarium), where perspex tunnels allow you to walk underwater while immense rays and sharks glide overhead. If you’d like to get closer, cage-less shark dives are on offer (from $329). Corals and disco-lit jellyfish add Day-Glo colour, and kids love the short boat ride through the gentoo and king penguin enclosure.

A sad turn of events has gifted Sea Life its chief attraction: the rare opportunity to see one of the few dugongs in captivity anywhere in the world. This large marine mammal was rescued after washing up as a youngster on a Queensland beach. Attempts to return him to the wild failed, so a home was built for him here.

Smile at a Crocodile at Wild LifeZoo

map Google map

You need only head next door from Sea Life to meet the stars of Australian fauna that prefer dry land. Wild Life has all the famous Aussie critters – from wallabies to wombats, kangaroos to koalas, and platypuses to possums – and plenty of other mammals, birds, reptiles and insects that you may not have heard of (such as bilbies, quolls and potoroos). Despite its compact size, it’s very well set out, with walk-through aviaries and enclosures allowing you to get close to the animals that are less likely to kill you.

You’ll be grateful for the fence between you and the cassowary, the world’s most dangerous bird. Likewise, the freshwater crocodiles; a perspex dome popping up through the water at the centre of their enclosure gets you as close as you’d ever want to be. The koalas, on the other hand, are more than happy to slumber through your selfies in their rooftop garden.

Meet a Hemsworth at Madame TussaudsWaxworks

map Google map

Darling Harbour’s third big-ticket attraction showcases a different kind of beast altogether: famous people. In this celebrity-obsessed age, it’s hardly surprising that Madame Tussauds ’ hyper-realistic waxwork dummies are just as popular as when the eponymous madame first lugged her macabre haul of French Revolution death masks to London in 1803.

This branch is heavy on the Aussie superstar quotient, featuring the likes of Kylie Minogue, Troye Sivan and the Hemsworths. Strike a pose and take as many selfies as you like. Historical figures include bushranger Ned Kelly and Australia’s only officially recognised saint, Mary MacKillop (aka St Mary of the Cross). Former prime minsters Bob Hawke, John Howard and Julia Gillard get a look in, too – although Harry Styles and Taylor Swift are in greater demand for selfies.

Tickets are cheaper online, starting from $32. The same company also runs Sydney Tower Eye, Sea Life and Wild Life; combo tickets are available in various permutations.

Breeze Through the ‘Mu-sea-um’Museum

Housed in a curvy building that is somewhat reminiscent of a lower-budget Opera House, the Australian National Maritime Museum (map Google map ANMM or Mu-sea-um for short) isn’t constrained by what can fit beneath its sail-like roofline. Many of the displays are docked outside, in the form of tall ships, naval vessels and other classic craft.

The ‘See It All Ticket’ (adult/child $25/15) allows you to access all of the galleries and the bigger vessels, including the replica of James Cook’s HMB Endeavour, the naval destroyer HMAS Vampire, the patrol boat HMAS Advance and the submarine HMAS Onslow. You can also climb a little lighthouse, dating from 1874, that was relocated from near the Great Barrier Reef. Inside the main building, exhibitions range from Indigenous seafaring to surf culture, and from immigration to ocean science.

There’s plenty to fill half a day here, or you can further extend your visit by booking a cruise on one of the Sydney Heritage Fleet.


Bennelong & Barangaroo

Early Sydney’s most well-known Indigenous couple met in 1790 in Banarung (Rose Bay) while Bennelong was still in fetters. He had been kidnapped the previous year by Governor Phillip, who hoped to learn about his language and culture. Bennelong was a Wangal man, from the Inner West, while Barangaroo was Cammeraygal, from the lower North Shore. Barangaroo died the following year, shortly after giving birth to their child. Bennelong continued a close association with Phillip after he escaped, even travelling to London with him in 1792. Bennelong Point, where Sydney Opera House stands, is named in his honour.




Embark on a Harbour CruiseCruises

Getting out on the dazzling harbour is an essential Sydney experience, and it’s from Darling Harbour that most cruises depart. Truth be told, you’ll see just as much for far less money on a ferry. But if you’d prefer your views to be accompanied by food, cocktails, live music or showgirls, there’s bound to be a boat for you.

Some of the most memorable sails are offered by the ANMM’s Sydney Heritage Fleet map Google map. The most romantic craft is the James Craig, a three-masted iron barque built in England in 1874, which sails out past the heads a couple of times a month (from $160; passengers must be at least 12 years old). Another unforgettable tall-ship option is the Duyfken, a replica of a Dutch vessel that reached Cape York in 1606, which heads out on three-hour tours most afternoons ($120).

Other cruise companies to look into include Captain Cook Cruises (map Google map), Clearview Cruises (map Google map), Magistic Cruises (map Google map) and Sydney Showboat (map Google map), all of which moor at King Street Wharf.

Splash about with Sydney Harbour KayaksKayaking

map Google map

Operating out of the ANMM, Sydney Harbour Kayaks offers guided sea-kayaking expeditions that will give you an entirely different perspective of the famous harbourside sights. Sunriser tours ($175) head out at the crack of dawn for a 2½-hour paddle taking in Darling Harbour, the Harbour Bridge, the Opera House and Luna Park, with a historical commentary and a light breakfast on the water. It’s not suited to novice kayakers.

A better option for beginners is the 1½-hour Darling Harbour Explorer (adult/child $89/69, minimum age 10), which will paddle you past the heritage fleet and give you a waterline view of Darling Harbour. It’s still a busy waterway, so expect to bounce around in the wakes of bigger boats and get splashed from time to time.


ENTERTAINMENT VENUES

Darling Harbour lures in locals and tourists seeking a memorable night of entertainment, whether that’s catching a show at one of its custom-built theatres or a big-name touring act at the giant arena within ICC Sydney.

ICC Sydney

map Google map

A state-of-the-art convention centre that hosts international acts.

Sydney Lyric Theatre

map Google map

The high-quality 2000-seat theatre within The Star casino stages high-profile musicals and the occasional concert.

ARA Darling Quarter Theatre

map Google map

This venue is a fully accessible home base for the award-winning Monkey Baa Theatre Company, which stages productions for young people.

IMAX Sydney

map Google map

It’s pricey ($38 for a standard adult ticket), but IMAX’s vast 692-sq-metre movie screen is the fourth largest ever built.



Seek Serenity in the Chinese GardenGarden

map Google map

The yin to Darling Harbour’s yang, the gorgeous Chinese Garden of Friendship (adult/child $12/8) epitomises peace and tranquillity. It was designed by architects from Guangzhou (Sydney’s sister city) for Australia’s bicentenary in 1988 and takes the form of a classical scholar’s garden, complete with pavilions, ponds, winding paths, artfully positioned rocks and manicured plant life.

You could easily walk around the walled garden in half an hour, but it’s a lovely place to linger. Various guided tours are offered daily, along with Movement and Meditation classes at Tuesday lunchtimes. The elegant lakeside tea house serves dumplings from Wednesday to Friday and bottomless yum cha on the weekends.

Wheelchair accessibility is good in the lower part of the garden, but the upper section has steps and rocky paths.

Feast at Sydney Fish MarketMarket

map Google map

Slurp up oysters and crack into crabs at this working fish market on Blackwattle Bay. Sydney Fish Market is the largest of its kind in the southern hemisphere, shifting around 15 million kilograms of seafood annually. If you want to watch top chefs haggle over top-quality tuna, join the Behind the Scenes tour (adult/child $50/20), which is the only way to witness the early-morning wholesale auction (the catch: tours start promptly at 6.40am). Otherwise, the market opens to the general public from 7am to 4pm daily, and has six seafood retailers, restaurants, sushi and oyster bars, delis, and a highly regarded cooking school.

Note: Sydney Fish Market is due to move to a slick, multilevel, architecturally ambitious building just along the bay in Glebe by the end of 2024.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap  $ $ Moderate  $ $ $ Pricey

[image: img]
Eating

Asian

Ommi Don $

map Google map

For less than $20 you can devour a bowl of rice with tasty toppings at this joint in Ultimo. noon-8pm

Sokyo $ $ $

map Google map

Bringing Toyko glam to The Star, Sokyo serves well-crafted Japanese fare including delicious Japanese-style breakfasts. 7-10.30am & 5-10pm, plus noon-3pm Fri-Sun

Modern Dining

LuMi $ $ $

map Google map

LuMi offers innovative degustation menus of Japanese-influenced Italian cuisine from Pyrmont Bay pier. 6-11pm Thu-Sun, plus noon-3pm Sat & Sun

Cirrus $ $ $

map Google map

This excellent Barangaroo seafood restaurant serves well-presented dishes designed to share. 5.30-11pm Tue-Sun, plus noon-3pm Wed-Sun

Oncore by Clare Smyth $ $ $

map Google map

Celebrity-chef-helmed degustation dining with harbour views in Crown Sydney. 5.30-11pm Tue-Sat, plus noon-3pm Thu-Sat

[image: img]
Drinking

Pubs

Lord Wolseley

map Google map

A classic 1881 Ultimo pub and bistro hosting live jazz in the adjacent park on Sundays. noon-midnight Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun

Rooftop Bars

Smoke

map Google map

On the rooftop of Barangaroo House, Smoke serves up harbour views and seasonal cocktails. 3-10pm Tue, 3pm-midnight Wed-Sat, 2-10pm Sun

Cirq

map Google map

Book ahead at this bar in Crown Sydney for happy-hour cocktails and sunset views. 4pm-midnight Wed-Fri, noon-1am Sat, noon-10pm Sun

Dance Floors

Cargo

map Google map

Outdoor tables offer harbour views, while DJs transform Cargo into an open-air club on weekends. noon-11pm Sun-Thu, 11.30am-3am Fri & Sat

Home

map Google map

This multilevel Cockle Bay Wharf institution was the only Sydney club to make DJ Mag’s prestigious international Top 100 Clubs list in 2023. hours vary

[image: img]
Shopping

Speciality Shops

Title Barangaroo

map Google map

Not just a bookshop, Title also stocks records and independent films on Blu-ray. 10am-6pm Mon-Fri, 11am-4pm Sat & Sun

Alfy’s New & Vintage Toy Shop

map Google map

Dive into a world of nostalgia in this Pyrmont shop, packed full of retro games and collectibles. 11am-2pm Mon-Sat






Explore

Newtown & the Inner West


With a reputation as one of the most progressive and liberal parts of Sydney, the Inner West is also one of the most idiosyncratic and interesting areas. The sleeve tattoo, Day-Glo hair and beard quotient is high here, particularly along King St, Newtown’s busy main thoroughfare.
    On the other side of the University of Sydney, Glebe’s leafy streets are lined with Victorian terraces where a significant Aboriginal community rubs shoulders with students and city workers. Neighbouring Chippendale has transformed recently, with a major urban-renewal project.
    To the west, the sprawling suburb of Marrickville has become an unlikely bastion of hipsterdom, liberally studded with coffee roasteries, craft breweries and boutique distilleries.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Carriageworks Farmers Market | ANGUS MCCOMISKEY/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©

Getting Around

[image: trainjpg] Train

The T2 (Inner West) line stops at Macdonaldtown and Newtown, while the T3 (Liverpool) stops at Erskineville, St Peters and Marrickville. The T8 (South) also stops at St Peters.

[image: light-railjpg] Light Rail

The L1 (Dulwich Hill) line stops at Glebe and Jubilee Park.

[image: busjpg] Bus

Buses travel all around the Inner West; Broadway/Parramatta Rd, City Rd/King St and Enmore Rd are major routes. Bus 370 traverses Glebe Point Rd, City Rd and King St before continuing on to Coogee.


THE BEST

Disappear down a rabbit hole of contemporary Chinese art at WHITE RABBIT.

Surround yourself with ancient artefacts in the extraordinary CHAU CHAK WING MUSEUM at the University of Sydney.

Graze between the stalls of the Saturday-morning Farmers Market at CARRIAGEWORKS.

Take a microbrewery hop in Marrickville, ending up at the BOB HAWKE BEER & LEISURE CENTRE.





WALKING TOUR


Walk Erskineville & Newtown


This route takes in busy commercial streets and back roads lined with Victorian terrace housing, giving a taste of life in the densely packed city-fringe suburbs of Erskineville and Newtown. Along the way you’ll pass sites representative of the offbeat character of this part of the Inner West. There are plenty of potential coffee stops, too.



START

Erskineville Train Station

END

Camperdown Cemetery

LENGTH

1.5km; one hour


[image: 13-erskineville-newtown-wt-pk-syd7-jpg]




1 Eyeball Erskineville

Exit the station into the leafy heart of Erskineville Village with its two excellent Art Deco pubs, the Rose of Australia and the Erskineville Hotel (aka The Erko). Near the latter is the former Erskineville Town Hall, built in 1938.

2 Cinematic Drag

Continue along Erskineville Rd to another atmospheric old pub, the Imperial. If you’re struck with a sudden sense of déjà vu, it may be because it was from this corner that the titular bus departed in cult 1994 film The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert. Key performance scenes were filmed inside.

3 Union Power

Just before the railway bridge, little Green Bans Park owes its existence to construction workers’ ‘green bans’ of the 1970s and ‘90s. Ceramic tiles tell the story of the 1992 union ban that led to this land being retained as a community park. Similar bans saved Woolloomooloo Finger Wharf and parts of The Rocks.

4 Rainbow Country

Newtown lies just across the bridge. Hang a left onto Wilson St to pop out at King St near Newtown Station. Across the road, in front of the defunct Newtown Town Hall, is Pride Square, which was renamed to mark Sydney’s tenure as host of World Pride in 2023. Newtown has long had a reputation as Sydney’s second ‘gaybourhood’, after Darlinghurst.

5 Dreaming Freedom

Turn right onto King St, and keep an eye out for the I Have A Dream mural, featuring an image of Martin Luther King Jr above the Aboriginal flag. Although it was painted without permission in 1991 by artists calling themselves Unmitigated Audacity Productions, it has become a much-loved symbol of Newtown – so much so that it was awarded heritage protection in 2014.

6 Gothic Romance

Turn left into Church St and take a wander through the evocatively ramshackle Camperdown Cemetery. Famous Australians buried here between 1849 and 1942 include Eliza Donnithorne, the inspiration for Miss Havisham in Dickens’ Great Expectations.
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1Experiences

1White RabbitF4

2One Central ParkF3

3DUO Central ParkF3

4University of SydneyC4

11Jubilee & Bicentennial ParksA1

12Victoria ParkD4

22StavesD4

25Manning BarC4

26VanguardC4

28Lansdowne HotelE4




5Eating

32Spice AlleyF4

33TramshedsA1

39KindredE4

41DespañaD3

52EsterF4

54Glebe Point DinerB1

57Koi Dessert BarF4




6Drinking

58Different DrummerC2

62Friend in HandD3

64Lord GladstoneF4

66ToxtethB1

72AbercrombieF3




7Shopping

74GleebooksD3

76Berkelouw BooksA4

78Deus Ex MachinaA4

79Annandale GalleriesA3

81Broadway SydneyE3










EXPERIENCES

Chase the White RabbitGallery

map Google map

If you’re not familiar with China’s contemporary art scene, be prepared to be surprised, challenged and amused by Chippendale’s extraordinary White Rabbit (admission free). Even though the gallery is spread over four floors of a 1940s building (previously a Rolls Royce service centre), it can house only a fraction of the collection of billionaire philanthropist Judith Neilson at any one time.

Since 2000, Neilson has been purchasing new work by cutting-edge Chinese artists, amassing one of the world’s largest and most significant collections of its kind. It now includes around 3000 works by about 750 artists, including famous dissidents such as Ai Weiwei.

Usually two themed exhibitions are staged per year, each running for around five months. The gallery closes for about a month between each, generally in May and November. It’s also closed on Monday and Tuesday. Tours are offered at 11am and 3pm.

See Green at Central ParkArchitecture

To get an idea of a potential Sydney of the future, head to the Chippendale end of Broadway, where an old brewery site has been transformed by leading architects into a shopping and residential development. It’s a far cry from the bleak streetscape that preceded it, immortalised in David Bowie’s ‘Let’s Dance’ video.

The most striking structure here is Jean Nouvel’s award-winning 177m-tall garden-draped skyscraper, One Central Park map Google map. The unusual cantilevered platform is angled to bounce light to the lower levels of the building.

The other starchitects at play here include Sir Norman Foster’s firm Foster + Partners, which was responsible for the curvy environmentally conscious retail and apartment complex DUO Central Park (map Google map. Shift your gaze from the skies and you’ll find a shopping mall, a supermarket, cinemas, restaurants, a Singapore-style hawker strip, a tree-lined park and some interesting sculpture.

Study the University of SydneyArchitecture, Museum

map Google map

The University of Sydney campus takes up a big chunk of Camperdown and Darlington, but its impact is felt more broadly in terms of the large student population that adds both a boozy and a bookish bent to the surrounding suburbs.

Completed in 1859, the main building has more than a touch of Hogwarts about it. Feel free to wander through the central quadrangle, but to access either of the great halls you’ll need to take a campus tour ($15, bookings required).

The main reason to visit, however, is one of Sydney’s best but least-heralded museums, the free Chau Chak Wing Museum. This striking building opened in 2020 as a new home for the university’s collections of art, antiquities, Aboriginal and Pasifika artefacts, and natural history. The ancient-history displays are particularly good, showcasing an astonishing volume of Egyptian, Etruscan, Greek and Roman relics.
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1Experiences

5CarriageworksF1

6Gigi PizzeriaD2

7Golden LotusD2

8Cipher RoomD4

9Holey MoleyD2

10Parliament on KingD4

13Sydney ParkE4

14GrifterB4

15WildflowerB4

16MixtapeA4

17SauceA4

18PhilterA4

19BatchA4

20Bob Hawke Beer & Leisure CentreA4

21Young HenrysC2

23Enmore TheatreC2

24Factory TheatreB4

27Lazybones LoungeA4




5Eating

29Cairo TakeawayC2

30Marrickville Pork RollA4

31Pastizzi CafeE1

34One AnotherE1

35Rolling PennyD4

36Valentina’sA4

37Fleetwood MacchiatoE2

38Emma’s Snack BarC1

403 OlivesD2

42Rising Sun WorkshopE1

43Thai PothongD2

44Maggie’sE2

45Queen ChowC2

46Continental DelicatessenD2

47Stinking BishopsC2

48Mary’sD1

49BloodwoodD2

50Odd Culture NewtownD1

51AnteE1

53Cafe PaciE1

55Cow & the MoonC2

56Black Star PastryD2




6Drinking

59Earl’s Juke JointD2

60Jacoby’s Tiki BarC2

61Courthouse HotelD1

63Rose of AustraliaE2

65Henson Park HotelA4

67Erskineville HotelE2

68Imperial ErskinevilleE2

69Newtown HotelE1

70Bank HotelD2

71Town Hall HotelD2

73Marlborough HotelE1




7Shopping

75Better Read Than DeadD1

77Egg RecordsD2

80Blue DogD2








Roll into CarriageworksMARKET, PERFORMING ARTS

map Google map

There are varied reasons to visit the vast Victorian brick warehouses of the former Eveleigh Railyards. The tastiest is the Saturday-morning Farmers Market, where stallholders sell all manner of fruit, veggies, meats, artisanal products, baked goods and cooked meals. A themed pop-up market, selling anything from pottery to paintings, is often held simultaneously in a neighbouring hall.

Carriageworks is also home to various theatre and dance companies, and hosts an impressive programme of inventive performances and visual art installations, often on a monumental scale. Sydney Dance Company regularly performs here. Of the resident companies, the most well known is Performance Space, which stages edgy new dance, acrobatic and multimedia works – basically anything that can be lumped under the broad umbrella of ‘the arts’.


VEGAN CENTRAL

King St, particularly the block nearest to Enmore Rd, is one of the best dining destinations in Sydney for vegans. Vegetarians are well catered for throughout the Inner West.

Gigi Pizzeria

map Google map

This cool corner spot turns out Neapolitan-style pizzas with all-vegan toppings. There are some mouth-watering non-dairy desserts on offer, too.

Golden Lotus

map Google map

Crunchy textures and fresh flavours make this one of the best of Newtown’s vegan restaurants. As well as vegetable-based meals, there are lots of dishes involving meat substitutes. The vegan pho is particularly good.




Escape on King StreetAmusements

Pace your pub time with some adult-friendly games on Newtown’s King St strip. The Cipher Room map Google map is an escape-room experience, with kinetic puzzles, creative plots and beautiful design. The three vintage rooms here take on themes of 1940s espionage, 1950s film noir and (that old chestnut) a cabin in the woods with a serial killer on the loose. A second site nearby has two more: a haunted toy shop and dystopian France.

If you’d prefer not to interrupt your drinking time while at play, Holey Moley map Google map offers a crazy round of mini-golf within an old pub. Some of the inventive holes reference the pub’s past, with guitars and pool tables, while others draw on popular culture.


PARK LIFE

Without a beach, Inner Westies head to the park when the sun is shining.

Jubilee & Bicentennial Parks

map Google map

These two grassy Glebe parks merge together to offer views across Rozelle Bay to both the Anzac and Harbour Bridges.

Victoria Park

map Google map

This 9-hectare grassy wedge on the doorstep of Sydney Uni revolves around pond-like Lake Northam and a large public swimming pool.

Sydney Park

map Google map

From the bald hilltop at the centre of this 40-hectare park (popular with dog walkers and kite flyers), the city skyline rises like an island from a sea of suburbia.



Sip for a Cause at ParliamentSocial Enterprise

map Google map

Billing itself as ‘the last bastion of civilisation on King St’, Parliament on King is part eclectic living room, part soup kitchen and part social-enterprise cafe where refugees and asylum seekers learn hospitality-industry skills. Call in for a coffee, pay what you can for ‘the Soup of Human Kindness’ (those who can’t afford to pay, including Newtown’s homeless, dine for free) and grab a book off the shelves to read while you’re at it.

Parliament is only open at weekends and on Thursday evenings for life-drawing sessions. Otherwise, you can book a private cooking class led by refugee cooks who demonstrate how to make dishes from their home countries.


Hop Between MicrobreweriesBreweries

It has a big beardie contingent, so it’s hardly surprising that the Inner West is home to some good craft breweries. Marrickville has a particularly high concentration, with seven within a 2km stagger. Start at the Grifter map Google map and head to Wildflower map Google map, Mixtape map Google map, Sauce map Google map, Philter map Google map and Batch map Google map before winding up at the wonderfully eccentric Bob Hawke Beer & Leisure Centre map Google map, named after a charismatic former prime minister.

Convivial Young Henrys map Google map occupies a street-art-spattered warehouse on a Newtown backstreet. Its signature brews can be found on tap all over Sydney, and it also makes cider and gin. A different food truck parks outside each weekend.

Hidden away in an old metal workshop near the Broadway shopping centre in Glebe, Staves map Google map makes some excellent brews and offers taster portions so you can try them all. Live music is a big part of the ethos here, with open-mic nights on Thursday, blues jams on Friday and bands on Saturday (closed Monday to Wednesday).

Catch a Live GigMusic

The Inner West is the epicentre of a lively alternative music scene, with bands blasting out from theatres, bars and pubs most nights of the week. The daddy of them all is the Art Deco Enmore Theatre map Google map, originally a vaudeville playhouse but now an atmospheric showcase for mid-size gigs (the Rolling Stones famously played to 1600 lucky punters here in 2003).

Marrickville’s custom-built Factory Theatre map Google map offers good sight lines for touring bands and more intimate cabaret and comedy shows. Another goodie is Sydney Uni’s 950-capacity Manning Bar map Google map, with spaces spread over multiple levels.

Smaller venues include the Vanguard map Google map in Newtown, which operates as a ‘stage for hire’ for intimate gigs and hosts a regular burlesque revue. Back in Marrickville, the decadently decorated Lazybones Lounge map Google map delivers live music most nights and a decent line in cocktails and food. Near the university in Chippendale, the Lansdowne Hotel map Google map is one of Sydney’s longest-running live-music pubs, with gigs in the upstairs band room most weekends.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap  $ $ Moderate  $ $ $ Pricey
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Eating

Cheap Eats

Cairo Takeaway $

map Google map

You may need to queue at this Enmore Rd favourite, but the charcoal chicken and lamb pockets are worth the wait. noon-10pm

Marrickville Pork Roll $

map Google map

A little hole in the wall serving only bánh mì (Vietnamese bread rolls) with various fillings. The crispy baguettes are baked on-site. 6.30am-6.30pm

Pastizzi Cafe $

map Google map

King St is lucky enough to have two branches of this Maltese cheapie. 10am-10pm Sun & Tue-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Food Halls

Spice Alley $

map Google map

Part of Chippendale’s Central Park development, this Singapore-style hawker lane dishes up all manner of tasty Chinese, Japanese, Malaysian, Singaporean and Thai noodle, rice and dumpling dishes. 11am-9.30pm

Tramsheds $ $

map Google map

This foodie hangout in a refurbished brick tram depot in Forest Lodge has a supermarket, a deli, a Sunday growers’ market and a good selection of eateries. 7am-10pm

Cafes

One Another $

map Google map

Off the main strip on a sunny corner, this Newtown cafe serves a modern menu full of interesting twists. 7am-3pm

Rolling Penny $

map Google map

Everything’s made from scratch at this artfully dishevelled little cafe down the St Peters end of King St. 7.30am-3pm

Valentina’s $

map Google map

A retro American diner in Marrickville, serving all-day breakfasts, pancakes, grilled-cheese and fried-chicken sandwiches, and bottomless filter coffee. 7am-3pm

Fleetwood Macchiato $

map Google map

Top marks for the name, and this Erskineville cafe backs it up with excellent coffee, delicious cooked breakfasts and fusion flavour combinations. 7am-2pm

Mediterranean

Emma’s Snack Bar $ $

map Google map

The perfect neighbourhood BYO restaurant, serving tasty Lebanese food at very reasonable prices in a convivial setting. 5-11pm Tue-Sat

Kindred $ $

map Google map

Big serves of Italian fare, including fresh house-made pasta, comes accompanied by a rock soundtrack in this relaxed Darlington restaurant. 5.30-11pm Tue-Sat, plus noon-3pm Fri & Sat

3. Olives $ $

map Google map

This family-run Greek taverna in Newtown ticks all the traditional boxes. The decor is restrained, but the same can’t be said about the portions, aromas or flavours. 5.30-10.30pm Wed-Sun


Despaña $ $

map Google map

There’s some excellent grazing to be done at this welcoming Glebe tapas bar. A good selection of cured meats is available. 5-10pm Tue-Thu, 3-11pm Fri, noon-11pm Sat

Asian

Rising Sun Workshop $ $

map Google map

Ramen, daytime sandwiches and izakaya-style dinners, all served within a membership-based DIY bicycle workshop. Very Newtown. noon-10pm Mon & Wed-Fri, noon-4pm Tue, 8am-10pm Sat & Sun

Thai Pothong $ $

map Google map

This huge Newtown restaurant is a favourite for celebratory group dinners. The army of staff is efficient and friendly, and the food’s reliably good. noon-3.30pm & 5.30-11pm

Maggie’s $ $

map Google map

This small neighbourhood Thai restaurant in Erskineville is a real gem. A short menu and blackboard specials offer intense, tasty dishes from Thailand’s south. 5.30-11pm Tue-Sun

Queen Chow $ $ $

map Google map

Fizzing with moody elegance, this sceney restaurant above a renovated pub serves flavour-packed Cantonese share plates. 5-10pm Tue & Wed, from noon Thu-Sun

Deli Restaurants

Continental Delicatessen $ $

map Google map

Set down a Newtown side street, this attractive deli-style bistro makes its own sausages and cans everything from fish parfait to cocktails. noon-11pm

Stinking Bishops $ $

map Google map

A pungent array of artisanal cheeses is the raison d’être of this fromagerie and deliciously cheesy restaurant (cheese boards, mac’n’cheese, soufflé). 5-10.30pm Tue-Sat, noon-3pm Sun

Bars with Food

Mary’s $

map Google map

This grungy Newtown bar serves some of Sydney’s best burgers and fried chicken. 11am-10pm Sun, 4-10pm Mon & Tue, 4pm-midnight Wed & Thu, noon-midnight Fri & Sat

Bloodwood $ $

map Google map

Relax over a few drinks and a procession of small plates in the front bar, or head to the rear for more substantial dishes. 5-11pm Mon-Fri, 1pm-midnight Sat

Odd Culture Newtown $ $ $

map Google map

Big in size and on flavour, this King St venue serves sharing plates in a bar-like buzz. 4-11pm Tue & Wed, noon-midnight Thu-Sat, noon-10pm Sun

Ante $ $ $

map Google map

‘Sake & Sounds’ is the theme here, but the accompanying menu doesn’t just stick to Japan (beef tartare, pasta etc). 5pm-midnight Thu & Fri, from noon Sat & Sun

Modern Dining

Ester $ $ $

map Google map

This Chippendale restaurant exemplifies Sydney’s contemporary dining scene: informal but professional; innovative without being gimmicky; hip but never try-hard. 6-11pm Tue-Sat, plus noon-4pm Sat & Sun

Cafe Paci $ $ $

map Google map

Flavour-filled share plates and attentive service are hallmarks of this modern restaurant on Newtown’s King St strip. 5.30-11pm Mon-Sat, plus noon-2.30pm Sat

Glebe Point Diner $ $ $

map Google map

A sensational neighbourhood bistro in Glebe, where only the best local produce is used and almost everything is made from scratch. 5.30-11pm Mon-Sat, plus noon-3pm Fri-Sun

Sweet Treats

Cow & the Moon $

map Google map

Award-winning gelato and sorbet is scooped from this Enmore corner. Good coffee and other sweets, too. 8.30am-10pm

Black Star Pastry $

map Google map

Wise folks follow the black star to pay homage to excellent coffee, totally brilliant cakes and a few very good savoury things (meat pies etc). 8am-4.30pm

Koi Dessert Bar $ $

map Google map

Having made the nation salivate on MasterChef, Reynold Poernomo now produces his fabulous desserts in this Chippendale cafe and dessert degustation restaurant. 11am-10pm Tue-Sun

[image: img]
Drinking

Bars

Different Drummer

map Google map

Marching to its own beat, this quirky Glebe cocktail bar has terrific skyline views from its rooftop. 4.30pm-1am Mon-Fri, 1.30pm-2am Sat, 1.30pm-midnight Sun

Earl’s Juke Joint

map Google map

Swinging Earl’s serves craft beers and killer cocktails to the Newtown hiperati in a former butcher’s shop (the signage remains). 6pm-midnight Tue-Sun

Jacoby’s Tiki Bar

map Google map

A nondescript Newtown facade opens into a Polynesian fantasy world with puffer-fish lanterns and bamboo trim. noon-midnight Wed, Thu & Sun, to 2am Fri & Sat

Heritage Pubs

Courthouse Hotel

map Google map

Back from the King St fray, the 1850s ‘Courty’ is Newtown’s best old-style pub. Excellent beer garden, too. noon-midnight Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun

Friend in Hand

map Google map

Glebe’s atmospheric Friend in Hand is still a working-class pub at heart, with a resident loudmouth cockatoo and a cast of local characters. noon-11pm

Rose of Australia

map Google map

This gastropub has had a smart makeover and is all exposed brick and hanging garden these days, but it still has plenty of old-time charm. 10am-11pm

Lord Gladstone

map Google map

Old-school grungy Chippendale pub with sports downstairs, live indie bands upstairs and ironic hipster stained glass. 11am-midnight Mon-Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat, to 10pm Sun

Family-Friendly Pubs

Henson Park Hotel

map Google map

Offering something for everyone, this excellent Art Deco Marrickville pub sums up the modern Inner West vibe; craft ale, beer garden, children’s play area. 11.30am-11pm

Toxteth

map Google map

Head to the covered roof of this family-friendly old Glebe corner pub for views of the city skyline. The food’s good, too. 11am-midnight Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun

Erskineville Hotel

map Google map

One of the Inner West’s best pubs, the Erko serves good food from behind an attractive Art Deco facade. 10am-midnight Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun

LGBTIQ-Friendly Pubs

Imperial Erskineville

map Google map

The Art Deco ‘Home of Priscilla’ (key scenes were filmed here) still serves drag; popular with hen parties. 4pm-midnight Wed & Thu, 4pm-3am Fri, noon-4am Sat, noon-midnight Sun


Newtown Hotel

map Google map

No longer the predominantly gay pub it once was, the Newtown still has drag downstairs from Wednesday to Sunday. 10am-1am Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun

Bank Hotel

map Google map

Multilevel Newtown pub attracting a mixed crowd, with ‘les and queer’ Wednesday and bears on Thursday. 10am-2am Mon & Tue, 10am-4am Wed-Sat, noon-midnight Sun

Town Hall Hotel

map Google map

Newtown’s rough-edged Townie pub hosts Harbour City Bears every Sunday afternoon/evening. 10am-1am Mon-Thu, to 4am Fri & Sat, to midnight Sun

Pubs with Clubs

Abercrombie

map Google map

An Art Deco Chippendale pub-club playfully zhooshed with pops of neon. Head upstairs to the Casa Rosa rooftop cocktail bar. noon-2am Sun-Thu, to 5am Fri & Sat

Marlborough Hotel

map Google map

The Marly in Newtown has a sports bar, a beer garden, live music and the kooky Tokyo Sing Song nightclub downstairs. 10am-4am Mon-Sat, to midnight Sun
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Shopping

Books

Gleebooks

map Google map

One of Sydney’s best bookshops, this Glebe mainstay has a busy calendar of book launches. There are also branches in Dulwich Hill and Blackheath. 9am-6pm

Better Read Than Dead

map Google map

Nobody seems to mind if you waste hours perusing the beautifully presented aisles of this wonderful Newtown bookshop. 9.30am-9pm Mon-Sat, 10am-7pm Sun

Berkelouw Books

map Google map

Six generations of Berkelouws have specialised in secondhand books and printed rarities since 1812. The Leichhardt branch is just as good for new releases and coffee sipping. 9am-6pm

Quirky Stores

Egg Records

map Google map

Just off King St in Newtown, this long-running music shop sells new and secondhand albums, band tees and music-related gifts. 11am-5pm

Deus Ex Machina

map Google map

A hybrid motorcycle workshop, cafe and offbeat boutique, this kooky Camperdown warehouse stocks Deus-branded men’s and women’s threads. 9am-5pm

Art

Annandale Galleries

map Google map

A highly regarded backstreet commercial gallery that represents, among others, Aboriginal artists from the communities of Maningrida and Yirrkala in northeast Arnhem Land. 11am-4pm Wed-Sat

Blue Dog

map Google map

This Newtown classic stocks an excellent selection of posters of all types. It’s the decor go-to for local students. 9.30am-6pm

Malls

Broadway Sydney

map Google map

Inside the rejuvenated Grace Bros building (check out the old globes above the facade), this centre has dozens of shops including two supermarkets. 10am-7pm Fri-Wed, to 9pm Thu






Explore

Surry Hills, Darlinghurst & Paddington


Row upon row of Victorian terrace houses fill the streets of these city-fringe suburbs that were once notorious slums but are now hugely sought-after neighbourhoods. Darlinghurst (‘Darlo’ for short) is closely associated with Sydney’s LGBTIQ+ communities and has the city’s largest concentration of gay bars. While Oxford St, its main thoroughfare, is more shabby than chic, it swirls with sequins during Mardi Gras in early March.
    To the south, Surry Hills is an undulating suburb of terrace houses and old warehouses. Historically it was home to the newspaper-publishing and rag trades, but in recent decades it’s become one of the city’s premier dining districts.
    Head east and you’ll hit Paddington (‘Paddo’), an upmarket neighbourhood with grand houses, swanky shops and fancy pubs.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: busjpg] Bus

Buses are the best way to get around. Handy routes include buses 304 (Elizabeth, Campbell and Crown Sts), 333 (Oxford St), 339 (Elizabeth and Foveaux Sts), 352 (Cleveland, Crown and Oxford Sts) and 389 (Darlinghurst and Paddington backstreets).

[image: trainjpg] Train

Central Station sits at the bottom of Surry Hills, while Museum and Kings Cross stations are handy for Darlinghurst.

[image: light-railjpg] Light Rail

Lines L2 and L3 from Central stop at Surry Hills (Devonshire St near Riley St) and Moore Park.


THE BEST

Discover how a dinosaur can transform into opals at the AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM.

Witness the SYDNEY GAY & LESBIAN MARDI GRAS PARADE as it barrels through the heart of Darlinghurst.

Encounter a vibrant community at the SYDNEY JEWISH MUSEUM.

Yell along with the most devoted of local sport fans at SYDNEY FOOTBALL STADIUM.





TOP EXPERIENCE


Australian Museum


A major redevelopment and free admission have transformed the venerable Australian Museum (established 1827) from a rainy-day backstop into a key contender for inclusion in any Sydney itinerary. You’ll leave with oodles of context for your travels in Australia – historical, anthropological, geological and botanical.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Put aside at least a couple of hours to explore. The museum regularly stages blockbuster exhibitions for which you’re best advised to book ahead.

[image: barcode]

Scan for practical information and self-guided audio tours.



200 Treasures

The elegant two-level Long Gallery, off the main atrium, is a terrific place to start. Its well-curated 200 Treasures display is a wonderful hodgepodge of objects from all of the museum’s departments, arranged to pique curiosity and tell stories rather than to conform to chronology or theme.

The 100 diverse objects on the bottom level range from a 10.7kg gold nugget to a macabre skeleton of a horse and rider nicknamed ‘The Bone Ranger’. These sit alongside rainforest shields from Far North Queensland, Australia’s first bank note, Aboriginal bark paintings, a Māori pounamu hei tiki (carved greenstone pendant), a 110-million-year-old opalised pliosaur and a spectacular replica of the Hawai’ian ‘ahu ‘ula (feather cape) gifted to James Cook in 1779 (the original was returned to Hawai’i in 2020).

Up on the mezzanine the emphasis shifts to 100 people, split into sections such as The Spirited (Cate Blanchett, Kylie Minogue), The Revolutionaries (Germaine Greer, Eddie Mabo), The Curious (James Cook, Woollarawarre Bennelong), The Resilient (Julia Gillard, Rupert Murdoch), The Innovators (Dr Vincent Chang, Molly Meldrum) and The Underdogs (Ned Kelly, St Mary MacKillop).


First Nations Gallery

Australia’s Indigenous past and present get star billing in this standout section covering Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history and spirituality. Entitled Garrigarrang: Sea Country, it explores the traditions of the different Indigenous nations living on Australia’s coastline through a collection of their art and artefacts.

Other Highlights

With a name meaning ‘One Salt Ocean’, Wansolmoana is a new permanent gallery showcasing items from what is one of the largest collections of Pasifika (Pacific Island) artefacts in the world.

The Dinosaurs hall is always popular with kids, and includes lesser-known Australian dinosaurs such as the Muttaburrasaurus. Also fascinating is Surviving Australia on the 2nd floor, with its focus on ‘Dangerous Australians’ (snakes, spiders, sharks etc) and extinct megafauna. An unexpected highlight is the dazzling, well-displayed Minerals gallery, packed with glistening gemstones and oddly shaped crystals.


QUICK BREAK

The museum has its own bistro, cafe and kiosk. For a more satisfying experience, walk a couple of blocks to Bar Reggio for Italian fare at family-friendly prices.





WALKING TOUR


Walk Darlinghurst & Paddington


This stroll takes in part of the busy Oxford St strip and some of the backstreets of Darlinghurst and Paddington. While these neighbourhoods aren’t big on sights, they’re liberally scattered with excellent cafes and restaurants, providing plenty of opportunities for pausing and people-watching along the way. In true Sydney fashion, finish up at the pub.



START

Taylor Sq

END

William St

LENGTH

2km; one hour


[image: 14-darlinghurst-paddington-wt-pk-syd7-jpg]




1 Gay Central

Ground zero for gay Sydney, Taylor Square is a vaguely defined paved area straddling both sides of Oxford St. On the Surry Hills side, an intermittent fountain shoots enemas at unsuspecting passers-by. Over the road, a stern Greek Revival courthouse (1842) watches the shenanigans, no doubt disapprovingly.

2 Art & Punishment

Follow the high sandstone walls of the National Art School along Forbes St and then right into Burton St. From 1841 to 1912 this was Darlinghurst Gaol, a grim place that writer Henry Lawson used to call ‘Starvinghurst’ (he was incarcerated here for debt). A tiny former morgue, visible from the Burton St entrance, has a creepy skull-and-crossbones carving; 76 prisoners were hanged on-site.

3 Sombre Memories

On the next corner is Green Park, flanked by the Sydney Jewish Museum and St Vincent’s Hospital. The stylised pink triangle backed by black pillars is the Gay & Lesbian Holocaust Memorial. It was founded by the late Dr Kitty Fischer, who as a young Jewish girl in Auschwitz was kept alive by food smuggled to her by a gay inmate. Also in the park, the old bandstand houses LGBTIQ+-themed exhibitions.

4 Imperial Majesty

Take Victoria St back to Oxford St, where the numbering changes as it officially transitions into Paddington. As you pass Victoria Barracks (built 1841 to 1848), peer through the gates into a manicured vision from the peak of the British Empire.

5 Paddington Pomp

Next up on the right is Paddington Town Hall (1891), a grand Italian Renaissance–style structure that houses a library and an arthouse cinema. Paddington Reservoir Gardens is nearby.

6 Gin Palace

Opposite the gardens, Juniper Hall is Australia’s oldest villa, dating from 1824. It was built with the profits from the ex-convict original owner’s gin distillery, hence the name.

7 Follow Fashion

The next section of Oxford St is lined with beautiful old pubs, bookshops and boutiques. Hang a left onto William St for further fashion outlets. Finish up in one of Paddington’s pubs or cafes – there are plenty to choose between.
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1Top Experiences

 Australian Museum



1Experiences

1Brett Whiteley StudioB2

2Hordern PavilionD4


5Paddington Reservoir GardensE1

6Paddington MarketsF2

7Centennial ParkF3

8Federation PavilionF4

9Centennial Parklands Equestrian CentreE4

10Centennial Park CyclesE4

11Sydney Cricket GroundE3

12Sydney Football StadiumE2

13Belvoir St TheatreA2

16Moonlight CinemaF3

18Chauvel CinemaE1

20Hoyts Entertainment QuarterE4




5Eating

22Reuben HillsB1

24FouratefiveB2

26Paddington AlimentariF1

3310 William StreetE2

35FiredoorA1

36PorteñoA2

37Fred’sF2

39Saint PeterF2

40Bourke Street BakeryB3




6Drinking

42Beresford HotelC1

43Shakespeare HotelB2

44Dolphin HotelB1

48Lord DudleyF1

49Unicorn HotelD1

50CopainsB1

60Bearded TitA4




7Shopping

65PoepkeF1

66Dinosaur DesignsE2

68ArielE1

69Berkelouw BooksD1

70TitleB2

73Australian GalleriesF1










EXPERIENCES

Visit Brett Whiteley’s StudioGallery

map Google map

Brett Whiteley was a local legend whose paintings feature prominently in many Australian collections. It’s a mark of the esteem in which he is held that, following his death due to an opiate overdose in 1992, the Art Gallery of NSW preserved his Surry Hills home and studio as a dedicated museum-gallery devoted to his life and work.

It’s only open from Thursday to Sunday, and hidden down a back alley; look for the signs on Devonshire and Bourke Sts. At the door is a miniature of his famous matchstick sculpture Almost once, which you can see in all its glory in the Domain.

Explore the Darlinghurst GaybourhoodNeighbourhood

map Google map

Homosexuality was still illegal when the first gay bars opened in Darlinghurst in the late 1960s. The suburb remains the epicentre of gay culture in the city, with the Sydney Gay & Lesbian Mardi Gras Parade roaring through on the first Saturday evening in March. Around half a million people cram onto Oxford and Flinders Sts to watch the 12,500 participants sashay by, led by hundreds of engine-revving Dykes on Bikes. Whatever your sexuality, it’s an unforgettable spectacle.

While straight supporters form the majority of parade spectators, the city’s LGBTIQ+ folk (and plenty of interstate and international visitors) throw themselves into the maelstrom of events making up the two-week festival that precedes the parade. It all wraps up with a pricey, star-studded dance party for 10,000 people at the Hordern Pavilion.

Most of Darlinghurst’s gay bars congregate around Taylor Square. It’s also worth seeking out nearby Qtopia map Google map a dedicated LGBTIQ+ museum) and the Gay & Lesbian Holocaust Memorial in Green Park.

Confront Tough Truths at Sydney Jewish MuseumMuseum

map Google map

Striking a good balance between sobering and celebratory, the community-run Sydney Jewish Museum explores Jewish history, culture and traditions through a local lens. Jews arrived with the First Fleet, but their numbers expanded greatly in the aftermath of WWII, when Australia became home to the greatest number of Holocaust survivors per capita after Israel.

At the museum’s core is a detailed and well-presented section on the Holocaust, complete with personal testimonies and a moving collection of associated objects. A gallery on the top floor examines contemporary human rights challenges.

The museum is free on Sunday and $18 otherwise (students $11; it’s not recommended for small children). It’s open from 10am to 4pm, closing at 3pm on Friday and all day on Saturday.
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1Experiences

3QtopiaD3

4Sydney Jewish MuseumE3

14SBW Stables TheatreF2

15Eternity PlayhouseD3

17Golden Age Cinema & BarB3

19Govinda’sF2




5Eating

21Paramount Coffee ProjectB3

23Single OA4

25Two Good Co. Cafe at Yirranma PlaceE2

27Chaco RamenD3

28Spice I AmA3

29Lankan Filling StationC1

30MalabarF1

31Bar ReggioD1

32MartaF3

34NomadA3

38Dead RingerD4

41MessinaF2




6Drinking

45Hotel HarryB3

46Riley HotelC3

47Darlo BarE2

51RoverA4

52Tio’sB3

53Shady Pines SaloonD3

54Love, Tilly DevineD1

55Oxford Art FactoryC2

56Cliff DiveC2

57KinselasD4

58StonewallD4

59Oxford HotelD4

61Palms on OxfordD3

62ArqD4

63UniversalC3




7Shopping

64C’s FlashbackC4

67Bookshop DarlinghurstD4

71ArteryF2

72Robin Gibson GalleryE2

74House of PriscillaC2

75Sax FetishE4









Descend into Paddington Reservoir GardensPark

map Google map

If you’ve just purchased a book on Oxford St, this ferny dell is the perfect spot to get stuck into it. Opened to much architectural acclaim in 2008, the impressive Paddington Reservoir Gardens makes use of Paddington’s long-abandoned 1866 water reservoir, incorporating the brick arches and surviving vaulted chamber into an interesting, photogenic green space featuring a sunken garden, a pond, a boardwalk and lawns. The renovation even preserved some of the graffiti dating from the many years when the site was boarded up and abandoned to feral cats and stealthy spray-can artists.

Delve into Paddington MarketsMarket

map Google map

It’s funny to think of pricey Paddington as an affordable hippie hangout, but that was the case when this Saturday market first started in the grounds of Paddington Uniting Church in 1973. Back then Paddington Markets had a countercultural bent and was drenched in the scent of patchouli oil. It’s more mainstream these days, but it’s still worth exploring for new and vintage clothing, crafts and jewellery.


The First Mardi Gras

There had been gay-rights protests in Sydney before, but the events of 24 June 1978 were different. Timed around the ninth anniversary of New York’s Stonewall Riots, this march had more of a carnival atmosphere, with around 2000 patrons on Oxford St heeding the call to ‘get out of the bars and into the streets’. After being harassed by the police along the route, the remaining marchers were corralled in Kings Cross where some were beaten and 53 were arrested. Their names were subsequently published in the Sydney Morning Herald; many lost their jobs as a consequence.




Stretch out in Centennial ParkPark

map Google map

Stock up for a picnic in Paddington and wander through the grand sandstone gates of Centennial Park, Sydney’s largest green space. At 189 hectares, it’s big enough to accommodate hundreds of dog walkers, joggers, cyclists, horse riders and ball kickers.

Centennial Park was scratched out of the sand in 1888 in grand Victorian style, with wide formal avenues, ponds and statues. Some wild patches of native bush were left to form a picturesque backdrop. Kids love the Wild Play garden on the east side, with its water play area and treehouse.

Erected for the bicentenary in 1988, the domed Federation Pavilion map Google map marks the spot where, on 1 January 1901, Australia was officially proclaimed a nation.

Ride Around Centennial ParklandsRiding

Centennial Parklands is a vast green corridor incorporating Moore, Centennial and Queens Parks – stretching to a staggering 360 hectares in total. If you’d prefer not to tackle it on foot, there are some fun options to get you around.

Centennial Parklands Equestrian Centre map Google map is tucked into a corner of Moore Park and has three resident riding schools. Each offers private lessons, group lessons and rides around the tree-lined 3.6km central track of Centennial Park.

Alternatively, hire a bike or pedal car from Centennial Park Cycles map Google map, which operates out of Fearnley Grounds at the southern edge of Centennial Park. Tandem, tag-along and child-carrier bikes are also available.

Catch a Match at Moore ParkSports

Sydneysiders, like most Australians, go nuts for their sports teams. If you want to witness all of the power and the passion unleashed, Moore Park’s two large stadiums are a convenient place to do it.

The legendary Sydney Cricket Ground map Google map (SCG) can hold 48,000 for the oval-pitch games: cricket and Australian Football League (AFL, aka Aussie Rules). It’s the home of the Sydney Swans (AFL), NSW Blues (state cricket) and Sydney Sixes (Twenty20 cricket), and annual international cricket test matches also take place here. Cricket obsessives should consider a guided tour (adult/child $33/22), which includes the dressing rooms, heritage-listed pavilions, the SCG Museum and various exhibition spaces.

Completed in 2022, the latest incarnation of Sydney Football Stadium map Google map aka #Allianz Stadium) can accommodate upwards of 42,000 devoted fans and is the home ground of the Sydney Roosters National Rugby League team, NSW Waratahs Super Rugby team and Sydney FC football team. In this rugby-league-mad town, you can’t beat a Roosters game for atmosphere.

Have a Memorable Movie NightCinema

This part of Sydney has more than its fair share of arthouse cinemas and atmospheric places to catch a flick. Most special of all is Moonlight Cinema map Google map, where you can pack a picnic and join the bats for a movie under the stars in Centennial Park. It operates from December to March, screening a mix of new-release blockbuster, kid-friendly, arthouse and classic films.

Golden Age Cinema (map Google map) is a heart-warming small theatre in what was the Sydney HQ of Paramount Pictures. The attached bar hosts free gigs at weekends. Arthouse options in Paddington include the small Chauvel Cinema map Google map within Paddington Town Hall. In Darlinghurst, Hare Krishna restaurant Govinda’s map Google map screens flicks upstairs; expect incense in the air and cushions on the floor.

For more mainstream fare, Hoyts Entertainment Quarter map Google map screens new releases within the Fox Studios complex in Moore Park, where major movies are regularly made.


LOCAL THEATRE COMPANIES

Surry Hills and Darlinghurst are home to a trio of acclaimed theatre companies, each staging plays in memorable small venues.

Belvoir St Theatre

map Google map

In a quiet corner of Surry Hills, this intimate two-theatre venue gives its name to an often experimental and consistently excellent theatre company that regularly commissions new works.

SBW Stables Theatre

map Google map

These converted 19th-century stables are the atmospheric home of the Griffin Theatre Company, which is dedicated to nurturing new Australian writers.

Eternity Playhouse

map Google map

Based in a beautifully restored Baptist tabernacle (1887), Darlinghurst Theatre Company focuses on bringing intelligent Australian scripts to the stage.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap  $ $ Moderate  $ $ $ Pricey
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Eating

Surry Hills Cafes

Paramount Coffee Project $

map Google map

Rotating coffees and adventurous dishes make this cafe, in the former Sydney headquarters of the Paramount film company, an excellent choice. 7am-4pm

Reuben Hills $

map Google map

An industrial design and a creative Latin-influenced menu await in this terraced house and garage. The star is the single-origin coffee, roasted on the premises. 7am-4pm

Single O $ $

map Google map

Sitting on the corner of a graffitied lane, this arty roastery cafe serves daily coffee ‘flights’ and hefty brunch dishes. 7am-3.30pm

Fouratefive $

map Google map

This chilled-out cafe serves Single O coffee and an Israeli-influenced menu (shakshuka, beef kofta pita, falafel breakfast platters). The tables on the street fill up quickly. 7am-2.30pm

Darlo & Paddo Cafes

Two Good Co. Cafe at Yirranma Place $

map Google map

An excellent social-enterprise cafe in the portico of a beautiful Darlinghurst building, employing women from disadvantaged backgrounds. 7am-3pm Mon-Fri

Paddington Alimentari $

map Google map

Tucked away at the bottom of the William St boutiques, this friendly cafe-deli has good coffee, tempting Italian products and a communal feel. 7am-5pm Mon-Sat

Asian

Chaco Ramen $

map Google map

This simple but chic Darlinghurst cheapie specialises in noodle soups, serving some seriously good broth. 11.30am-2.30pm & 5.30-8.30pm

Spice I Am $ $

map Google map

It doesn’t look like much, but this popular little Surry Hills spot serves exceptional, authentic Thai food. BYO alcohol. 11.30am-3pm & 5.30-9pm Wed-Sun

Lankan Filling Station $ $

map Google map

Head to this relaxed Darlinghurst restaurant for traditional Sri Lankan favourites done well. 5-10pm Mon-Thu, from noon Fri & Sat

Malabar $ $

map Google map

Delicious dosas, piquant Goan curries and the tantalising tastes of India’s south make this sizeable, well-established Darlinghurst restaurant a standout. 5.30-10pm, plus noon-2.30pm Wed-Sun

Italian

Bar Reggio $

map Google map

A long-running Italian cheapie in Darlinghurst with walls covered in Ferrari flags and Roman murals, and a menu of simple classics. noon-10pm Mon-Sat


Marta $ $

map Google map

Set back on its own sunny square on the lower edge of Darlinghurst, this seductive spot focuses on traditional recipes from Rome and its surrounds. 7am-9pm Wed-Sun

10 William St $ $ $

map Google map

This little wine bar serves fancy Italian fare from the heart of the Paddington fashion strip. 5pm-midnight Mon-Thu, from noon Fri & Sat

Grills

Nomad $ $ $

map Google map

Big, bustling and full of bold Mediterranean flavours, Nomad specialises in share plates cooked using fire and smoke. noon-2pm & 4-10pm

Porteño $ $ $

map Google map

A meat-lovers’ paradise, Porteño serves tender brined roast chicken and dry-aged steaks in shareable portions. 5.45-11pm Mon-Sat, plus noon-2.30pm Fri & Sat

Firedoor $ $ $

map Google map

All of the meat, seafood and vegetable dishes in this moody sunken Surry Hills space are cooked over a blazing fire. 5.30-11pm Wed-Sat

Fred’s $ $ $

map Google map

Fresh local ingredients are roasted over an open hearth in this airy and convivial spot in Paddington. 5.30-11pm Tue-Sun, plus 8-11am Sat & noon-4pm Thu-Sun

Modern Dining

Dead Ringer $ $

map Google map

Grab a terrace seat and graze from the concise menu of top-quality modern Australian sharing plates. 5-11pm Mon & Wed, noon-11pm Thu-Sun

Saint Peter $ $ $

map Google map

Fish prepared in innovative ways is the hallmark of this boundary-pushing Paddington restaurant. 5.30-11pm Tue-Sun, plus noon-3.30pm Thu-Sun

Sweets

Bourke Street Bakery $

map Google map

It now has branches all over Sydney, but this teensy bakery cafe is the original and an essential Surry Hills experience. 7am-6pm

Messina $

map Google map

Join the queues of people who look like they never eat ice cream at the counter of the original shop of Sydney’s most popular gelato chain. noon-10.30pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Surry Hills Pubs

Beresford Hotel

map Google map

Refurbished Art Deco pub with a handsome front bar, an upstairs club and a terrific beer garden. Things get very gay on Sunday afternoons. noon-midnight

Shakespeare Hotel

map Google map

The ‘Shakey’ is a classic Victorian-era Surry Hills pub with tiled walls, scuzzy carpet and cheap bar meals. noon-midnight Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun

Dolphin Hotel

map Google map

A designer makeover has transformed this small corner pub, gobbling up two neighbouring houses in the process. Fancy Italian upstairs, excellent pizza below. noon-10pm Sun-Tue, to midnight Wed-Sat

Hotel Harry

map Google map

The breezy, faux-Spanish-colonial fit-out of this old pub doesn’t take itself too seriously. DJs crank on into the wee hours at weekends. 11.30am-late


Darlinghurst Pubs

Riley Hotel

map Google map

This cosy corner pub (established 1860) offers a quiet retreat from the Oxford St strip. 8am-2am Sun-Thu, to 5am Fri & Sat

Darlo Bar

map Google map

Something of a locals’ lounge room, this triangular pub has a retro vibe and a rooftop bar. noon-midnight

Paddington Pubs

Lord Dudley

map Google map

As close to an English country pub as Sydney gets, with dark woody walls and quality beers on tap, served by the pint. 11am-11pm

Unicorn Hotel

map Google map

This Art Deco pub is unpretentious and fun, with weekly trivia nights and drag-queen-hosted bingo. 4-11pm Tue-Thu, 4pm-2am Fri, noon-2am Sat, noon-11pm Sun

Wine Bars

Copains

map Google map

Appealing little neighbourhood wine bar on a Surry Hills corner, with tables spilling onto the street. 4-11.30pm Mon-Thu, noon-11.30pm Fri & Sat, 1-10pm Sun

Rover

map Google map

There’s a grown-up feel to this Surry Hills wine bar, with exposed brick and a tartan carpet. Good food, too. 4pm-midnight Mon-Sat

Theme Bars

Tio’s

map Google map

Atmospheric margarita bar in Surry Hills filled with Day of the Dead paraphernalia and dog statues, attracting a young crowd. 5pm-midnight Tue-Sun

Shady Pines Saloon

map Google map

With no sign, this subterranean back-lane honky-tonk in Darlinghurst caters to the urban-cowboy boho in the know. 4pm-midnight Sun-Thu, to 1.30am Fri & Sat

Love, Tilly Devine

map Google map

Named after a notorious 1930s madam and crime boss, this dark, split-level wine bar lurks down a Darlinghurst back alley. 5pm-midnight Mon-Sat

Live Music & DJs

Oxford Art Factory

map Google map

Indie kids watch bands and party against an arty backdrop at this two-room multipurpose venue modelled on Andy Warhol’s Factory. hours vary

Cliff Dive

map Google map

Head downstairs to a dance club with rough-hewn stone walls, tropical-fish lanterns, Polynesian knick-knacks and tiki cocktails. 8pm-4am Fri & Sat


LGBTIQ+ Bars

Kinselas

map Google map

This converted funeral parlour right on Taylor Sq incorporates an Art Deco chapel and the best balcony for posing and people-watching. 9am-6am

Stonewall

map Google map

An Oxford St stalwart, Stonewall has three levels of bars and dance floors. 4pm-2am Sun-Thu, to 4.30am Fri & Sat

Oxford Hotel

map Google map

Another Sydney gay institution, this old pub sprawls over four levels and a terrace facing Taylor Sq. 10am-4am Sun-Thu, to 6am Fri & Sat

Bearded Tit

map Google map

The kookier side of the LGBTIQ+ scene is celebrated in this eccentric Redfern bar. 4pm-midnight Tue-Fri, 2pm-midnight Sat, 2-10pm Sun

LGBTIQ+ Clubs

Palms on Oxford

map Google map

Good, silly fun; the 1980s never ended in this Darlinghurst basement where Kylie Minogue reigns supreme. 8pm-midnight Thu & Sun, to 3am Fri & Sat

Arq

map Google map

If Noah had to fill his ark with A-list gay clubbers, he’d head to this large Darlinghurst superclub with a big net. hours vary

Universal

map Google map

There’s drag every night at this long-standing venue, either downstairs in the bar, upstairs in the club, or both. 5pm-2am Mon-Thu, to 5am Fri-Sun

[image: img]
Shopping

Clothing & Accessories

C’s Flashback

map Google map

It’s unknown exactly what C was on, but the vintage threads in this Darlinghurst shop are pretty trippy. 11am-6pm

Poepke

map Google map

On the William St fashion strip, this is one of Paddington’s more interesting boutiques, stocking Australian and international designers. 10am-5pm

Dinosaur Designs

map Google map

Locally made, richly coloured resin jewellery along with brightly coloured vases and bowls, and chunky sterling-silver rings. 9.30am-5.30pm Mon-Sat, 11am-4pm Sun

Books

Bookshop Darlinghurst

map Google map

This outstanding bookshop specialises in LGBTIQ+ tomes, selling everything from queer crime to glossy pictorials. 9.30am-6.30pm Mon-Sat, 11am-4pm Sun

Ariel

map Google map

A beautifully laid-out Paddington bookshop that’s well stocked with Australian titles and is particularly strong on art and design. 9am-6pm

Berkelouw Books

map Google map

Browse through three floors of pre-loved books, new releases, antique maps and Australia’s largest collection of rare books. 10am-8pm

Title

map Google map

This offbeat little Surry Hills shop is replete with glossy hardbacks, cult DVDs and an eclectic range of music on vinyl and CD. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat, 11am-4pm Sun

Art

Artery

map Google map

Step into a world of mesmerising dots and swirls in this small Darlinghurst gallery devoted to contemporary Aboriginal art. 10am-5pm

Robin Gibson Gallery

map Google map

Housed in a beautiful three-storey terrace set behind palm trees, this long-established gallery represents a solid selection of Australian artists. 11am-6pm Wed-Sat

Australian Galleries

map Google map

Contemporary Australian works for cashed-up collectors; A-list artists have been jostling to hang their wares here for nearly 70 years. 10am-6pm

Specialist

House of Priscilla

map Google map

Run by leading drag artistes, Priscilla is the place for sequinned frocks to fit even the burliest queens. 10am-6pm Mon-Wed, Fri & Sat, 10am-8pm Thu, 11am-3pm Sun

Sax Fetish

map Google map

No, this Darlinghurst mainstay isn’t a bar for jazz obsessives but rather specialises in high-quality leather and rubber gear. 11am-7pm






Explore

Kings Cross & Potts Point


Once notorious for its strip clubs, easy-to-access narcotics and slick gangsters, Kings Cross has shed much of its seedy character over the last decade. It still has one of the city’s liveliest bar scenes, but hip cafes, chic restaurants and upmarket homewares stores are also in the mix.
    Truth be told, the sketchy part of the Cross was never as large as its reputation, and the densely packed suburbs of Potts Point and Elizabeth Bay that surround it have always had plenty of multimillion-dollar sea-view apartments.
    Nestled in the bay separating Potts Point from the city is the historic working-class suburb of Woolloomooloo. The navy still has a presence here, but the heritage-listed wharf at its heart has long since been converted into luxury apartments.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around
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Kings Cross is the area’s only station, receiving trains on the T4 (Eastern Suburbs) line between the city centre and Bondi Junction.

[image: busjpg] Bus

The 311 bus from The Rocks to Central Station loops through Woolloomooloo before heading up through Potts Point to Elizabeth Bay and back through the heart of Kings Cross. William St is also a busy bus corridor; major routes include buses 324 and 325, both of which head between Walsh Bay and Watsons Bay.


THE BEST

Splash about on the harbour with a kayaking tour departing from RUSHCUTTERS BAY.

Walk to ELIZABETH BAY for pretty parks, heritage homes and harbour views.

Get a taste for Woolloomooloo’s past and present with a walk along WOOLLOOMOOLOO FINGER WHARF.

Catch a play, pot a shot or simply knock back a beer at Woolloomooloo’s OLD FITZROY HOTEL.





WALKING TOUR


Walk Kings Cross & Potts Point


This walk explores one of the most densely populated urban neighbourhoods in Australia. It starts by traversing the seedy centre of Kings Cross before meandering through the leafy streets of Potts Point and popping down to the heritage heart of Woolloomooloo. Do it by day, then return after dark for a completely different dynamic.



START

Victoria St overpass

END

Woolloomooloo Finger Wharf

LENGTH

1.5km; one hour
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1 Top of the Cross

Technically, Kings Cross is just the busy intersection where multilane William St passes under Victoria St; ie the place where the thoroughfares named after two ‘kings’ cross (it was known as Queen’s Cross during Victoria’s reign). The giant Coca-Cola sign mounted on a nearby building has been flashing here since 1974 and has become synonymous with the neighbourhood.

2 Sin City

The area popularly known as Kings Cross today is centred on the busy 350m-long strip of businesses on Darlinghurst Rd. As you wander past the pubs, fast-food joints, porn shops and girly bars of the strip, keep an eye out for the inscriptions in the footpath offering snatches of local history.

3 Flowery Fountain

Darlinghurst Rd terminates at Fitzroy Gardens, a once-dodgy park that now hosts genteel markets at weekends. Here you’ll find the dandelion-esque El Alamein Fountain (1961), the Cross’ other much-loved emblem.

4 Posher Potts

Continuing along Macleay St into the heart of Potts Point, you’ll notice a sudden change of atmosphere. The strip clubs are swiftly replaced by stately old apartment buildings, chichi restaurants and upmarket shops.

5 Naval Gazing

Turn left onto Challis Ave, where you’ll pass an impressive row of colonnaded mansions. At the end of the street is Embarkation Park, a gated garden atop a navy car park. Pause to admire the views of the city skyline and of the warships docked at Woolloomooloo below.

6 Famous Pies

Dodge the masochistic joggers on the 113-step McElhone Stairs, built in 1870 to connect spiffy Potts Point with the Woolloomooloo slums beneath. Down by the water is Harry’s Cafe de Wheels, a legendary meat-pie cart that first opened for business in 1938. Join the ranks of Frank Sinatra and Colonel Sanders, who have both munched on pies here.

7 Pretty Pier

Finish up at Woolloomooloo Finger Wharf. Keep an eye out for celebrities; both Russell Crowe and Delta Goodrem have owned swanky apartments here at some point.
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1Experiences

1Happy Endings Comedy ClubB6

2Rushcutters Bay ParkD5

3Rushcutters Bay Paddle SportsD6

4Beare ParkD3

5LookoutD3

6Arthur McElhone ReserveD3

7Elizabeth Bay HouseD3

8Hayes Theatre CoD4

9Woolloomooloo Finger WharfA2

10ArtspaceA3

11Cross Art ProjectsC4

12Old Fitzroy HotelA5




5Eating

13Room 10C4

14Ken’s ContinentalC6

15Harry’s Cafe de WheelsA3

16Penny’s Cheese ShopC5

17Cho Cho SanC3

18Ms G’sB4

19China DollA2

20ParlarC3

21FrancaC3

22Chester WhiteB4

23ApolloC4

24Fratelli ParadisoC2

25OttoA2

26YellowC2

27FarmhouseC6




6Drinking

28Piccolo BarC5

29RooseveltC4

30VermuteriaC6

31Kings Cross HotelB6

32Potts Point HotelC5

33TilburyA3

34East Sydney HotelA4




7Shopping

35Potts Point BookshopC3

36Potts Point GalleriesC3










EXPERIENCES

Have a Laugh at Happy EndingsComedy

map Google map

Between 1955 and 1969, this intimate Kings Cross club was the city’s premier finger-snappin’ boho cellar bar, hosting performances by Frank Sinatra and Sarah Vaughan. Those heady days are long gone, but Happy Endings Comedy Club is now Sydney’s go-to venue for live stand-up. Seven of the city’s top funny people take to the stage every Friday and Saturday night. They never announce the lineup in advance, so it’s very much a take-your-chances kind of gig.

Play in Rushcutters BayPark

map Google map

Just down from Kings Cross is Rushcutters Bay, a pretty cove with a large marina and dozens of boats bobbing on the water. It’s backed by a large park with broad lawns and giant trees. A good playground and a snack kiosk make it an ideal place to let the kids off the leash. Older folks burn off their energy at the adjoining cricket oval and tennis centre.

Alternatively, you can rent a kayak, paddleboard or water bike from Rushcutters Bay Paddle Sports map Google map (minimum age 10 years) to get out on Sydney Harbour. It also offers guided sea kayaking (including sunrise paddles and full-day harbour adventures) or can provide a picnic for those who prefer to go it alone. Two-hour tours ($90) will take you as far as Mrs Macquaries Point for views of the Opera House and Harbour Bridge.

The headland on the other side of Rushcutters Bay is Darling Point, one of Australia’s swankiest suburbs.

Explore Elizabeth BayNeighbourhood

For a taste of the poshest part of the area, take a stroll down to secluded Elizabeth Bay (‘Lizzie Bay’ to locals). Known to the Gadigal as Gurrajin, it briefly became the site of a designated Aboriginal fishing village under Governor Macquarie in 1810, before being granted to Alexander Macleay in 1826 (who set about building grand Elizabeth Bay House just up the hill).

Right by the water is little Beare Park map Google map, a peaceful place to sit and gaze at the harbour. The Lookout map Google map cafe (perched on the wee marina, is an atmospheric spot for a morning coffee.

The yellow Spanish Mission mansion with multicoloured tiles backing on to the park is called Boomerang. Built between 1926 and 1928, it’s reputedly one of Australia’s most expensive homes (it last sold for $20 million in 2005). Some of the Seville scenes from Mission: Impossible 2 were shot here.

There’s another pretty little park, Arthur McElhone Reserve map Google map, right in front of Elizabeth Bay House.

Step into Elizabeth Bay HouseHeritage House

map Google map

Now ringed by multi-storey apartments, elegant Elizabeth Bay House (open 10am to 4pm Sunday, admission free) gives a window into a time when the colonial well-to-do were beginning to shift out of the central city, seeking a peaceful retreat from the convicts and open sewers of Sydney Cove.

Built for Colonial Secretary Alexander Macleay, this gracious Greek Revival mansion was considered the finest house in the colony when it was completed in 1839. Its architectural highlight is the curved, cantilevered staircase in the domed oval saloon at its centre.

Macleay was an enthusiastic amateur entomologist who amassed a large zoological collection, both from his own endeavours and through acquisitions. It now forms the basis of the natural-history section of the Chau Chak Wing Museum. An interesting video in one of the house’s upstairs bedrooms tells the tragic story of how Macleay, after falling into debt, was turfed out of the house by his own ruthless son.

See a Show at Hayes Theatre CoTheatre

map Google map

If musicals rock your showboat, head to Hayes Theatre Co in Elizabeth Bay. This intimate venue is devoted entirely to small-scale musical theatre and cabaret, and it reputedly comes with its own resident theatre ghost (the phantom of the light opera?). Hayes stages an annual cabaret season and up to 10 major shows per year. Its creative-development programme supports the writing of new Australian musicals.


Sydney’s Aboriginal Nations

The Indigenous peoples on whose Country Sydney was built were by no means a homogenous group. In fact, the land was divided up between several Aboriginal nations, each speaking a different language. Hence, the Dharawal people James Cook encountered in Botany Bay were entirely different from the Darug people that Governor Phillip met in Sydney Harbour. The Darug were further split into clans such as the Gadigal, Wangal and Cammeraygal. They were bordered by the Kuringgai and Darkinjung people to the north, the Wiradjuri and Gundungurra to the west, and the Dharawal to the south.




Wander along Woolloomooloo Finger WharfPier

map Google map

Woolloomooloo is one of Sydney’s few old port suburbs to retain some of its working-class population, although it may not be immediately apparent as you wander past the multimillion-dollar yachts docked at beautiful Woolloomooloo Finger Wharf. Built between 1910 and 1915, the wharf served as a wool and cargo dock before the advent of shipping containers saw it fall into disuse. It was only saved from demolition by a 2½-year Builders Labourers Federation ‘green ban’ in the early 1990s.

Despite the luxury hotel, restaurants and apartments, large parts of the structure are still public space, so feel free to wander around. Inside, industrial relics serve as a reminder of the generations of Woolloomooloo locals who worked on these docks before the yachting set took over.

Space out in ArtspaceGallery

map Google map

When the finger wharf stopped unloading wool, Woolloomooloo’s old goods warehouses also fell into disuse. One of the large brick ones near the water has been restored and repurposed as Artspace, one of Sydney’s edgiest galleries (admission free, closed Monday). Things here are decidedly avant-garde – expect lots of conceptual art, audiovisual installations and new-media pieces. Wheelchair access is excellent.

If you’re hungry for more, try the Cross Art Projects map Google map, a little private gallery in the heart of Kings Cross staging interesting curated shows, including lots of Aboriginal art. It’s open from Thursday to Saturday.

Settle in at the Old FitzTheatre

As well as being a great old pub, Woolloomooloo’s Old Fitzroy Hotel map Google map is one of Sydney’s coolest little theatres. Various small companies perform here, with occasional hit shows becoming the talk of the town. Whatever happens on stage, the Old Fitz experience is a memorable one – starting with pre-theatre beers outside on the surprisingly quiet street or a bistro meal on the back deck.

Aside from the theatre, the Old Fitz has free pool on Monday, trivia on Tuesday, full English fry-ups on Sunday and the occasional summertime street party or live music gig.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap  $ $ Moderate  $ $ $ Pricey
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Eating

Cafes

Room 10 $

map Google map

With a real neighbourhood feel, this hole-in-the-wall Kings Cross cafe serves simple but delicious fare at tiny tables set on a shady laneway. 7am-4pm

Ken’s Continental $

map Google map

This European-style deli-cafe serves tasty scrambled eggs, sandwiches and deli plates in an old-fashioned ambience, with tables spilling onto the street. 7am-3pm

Grab & Go

Harry’s Cafe de Wheels $

map Google map

The speciality at this Woolloomooloo institution is the Tiger, a meat pie with peas, mashed potato and gravy. 9am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat

Penny’s Cheese Shop $

map Google map

Grab a stinky wedge for a picnic or hang about for one of the city’s best toasted cheese sandwiches. 10am-6pm Tue-Fri, 8.30am-4pm Sat

Asian

Cho Cho San $ $

map Google map

The food is just as artful as the surrounds at this chic izakaya-style Japanese restaurant. 5.30-11pm Mon-Thu, from noon Fri-Sun

Ms G’s $ $

map Google map

Offering a cheeky take on Asian cooking (hence the name – geddit?), Ms G’s is a loud and flavourful experience. 5-10pm Tue-Fri, noon-3pm & 5-11pm Sat, noon-9pm Sun

China Doll $ $ $

map Google map

Gaze over the marina and city skyline as you tuck into inventive Chinese fare, along with dishes inspired by the cuisine of neighbouring countries. noon-3pm & 6-11pm

Spanish & French

Parlar $ $ $

map Google map

Be transported to Catalonia in this classy Potts Point restaurant, with a menu designed to be shared. 5pm-midnight Tue-Fri, from 3pm Sat

Franca $ $ $

map Google map

Modern Mediterranean fare with a strong French accent is offered at this upmarket Potts Point brasserie. 5-11pm Tue-Sun, plus noon-3pm Thu-Sun

Italian & Greek

Chester White $ $

map Google map

Calling itself a ‘cured diner’, this corner eatery serves cured meats and homemade pasta. 5-11pm Mon-Thu, from 3pm Fri, from noon Sat

Apollo $ $

map Google map

An exemplar of modern Greek cooking, this taverna has stylish decor, a well-priced menu of share plates and a bustling vibe. 5.30-11pm Mon-Thu, from noon Fri-Sun

Fratelli Paradiso $ $ $

map Google map

A cross between cosy trattoria and upmarket restaurant, Fratelli Paradiso has a short, market-driven menu and tables spilling onto a Potts Point side street. noon-11pm Mon-Sat


Otto $ $ $

map Google map

Forget the glamorous waterfront location and the A-list crowd: Otto is at heart a modern Italian restaurant dedicated to serving excellent food. noon-9pm Tue-Sun

Modern Dining

Yellow $ $ $

map Google map

This sunflower-coloured former artists’ residence in Potts Point is Sydney’s most ambitious vegan restaurant, serving only multicourse degustation menus. 6-11pm Wed-Sun, plus noon-3pm Sat & Sun

Farmhouse $ $ $

map Google map

This narrow sliver of a place has one long table where diners are served a set menu featuring uncomplicated dishes made from high-quality produce. 6-11pm Wed-Sat, 2-9pm Sun
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Drinking

Bars

Piccolo Bar

map Google map

It has transitioned from Old Cross cafe to hip aperitivo bar, but otherwise this tiny place looks much the same as it did in 1952. 6am-10pm

Roosevelt

map Google map

Named for a postwar Kings Cross gangster’s haunt, the low-lit, seductive glamour of this sleek cocktail bar transports you to the late 1940s. 5pm-midnight Tue-Fri, 2pm-midnight Sat, 4-10pm Sun

Vermuteria

map Google map

With a nostalgic Spanish feel to it, this vermouth and sherry specialist on Kings Cross’ southern slopes has a vermouth happy hour from 5pm daily. 5pm-midnight Tue-Sun

Late-Night Pubs/Clubs

Kings Cross Hotel

map Google map

This grand old brick pub near the station has a 1st-floor balcony bar, a 3rd-floor club (weekends only) and a 5th-floor rooftop. 10am-3.30am Mon-Sat, noon-midnight Sun

Potts Point Hotel

map Google map

At the heart of Kings Cross, this former bank building is now a lively multifunction venue, incorporating a club, a performance space and the Sweethearts rooftop terrace. 10am-4am

Woolloomooloo Pubs

Tilbury

map Google map

Once the dank domain of burly sailors, this old Woolloomooloo pub now sparkles with bright interiors, streetside tables and a garden bar. 11am-10pm

East Sydney Hotel

map Google map

Billing itself as ‘the last country pub in Sydney’, this traditional drinking hole has been occupying a quiet Woolloomooloo corner since 1856. 11.30am-11pm
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Shopping

Books

Potts Point Bookshop

map Google map

A beautifully curated selection will have you lingering over the racks and heaving tables of this excellent bookshop. 9am-6pm

Antiques

Potts Point Galleries

map Google map

A treasure trove of fabulous things awaits in this large store showcasing the wares of 20 antiques and decorative-art dealers. 10am-6pm






Explore

Bondi & the Eastern Beaches


Bondi doesn’t let its status as one of the most famous beaches in the world go to its head. It’s a laid-back, egalitarian kind of place where everyone is welcome, from the gay guys stretched out in Speedos on North Bondi to the Hassidic Jewish community that has made its home in the backstreets. Backpackers pour out of the hostels onto the sands, rubbing shoulders with old-timers who have been surfing here for decades.
    In any case, Bondi is just one of many outrageously beautiful beaches on this coastline. Heading south, you’ll hit Tamarama, Bronte, Clovelly, Coogee, Maroubra and Malabar, each of which has its own unique appeal. In the opposite direction, surf-battered sandstone cliffs stretch all the way to Sydney Harbour’s South Head.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings



[image: jpg]

Bronte Beach | OLIVER STREWE/GETTY IMAGES ©

Getting Around

[image: busjpg] Bus

Eastern Suburbs Line trains make it as far as Bondi Junction, 2.5km from Bondi Beach. Buses will get you everywhere else. Bondi Junction is a major hub, with the bus station directly above the train station. Useful routes include bus 333 (Circular Quay to North Bondi via Bondi Junction and Bondi Beach), bus 350 (Sydney Airport to Bondi Junction via Maroubra and Coogee), bus 379 (North Bondi to Bronte) and bus 380 (Bondi Junction to Watsons Bay via Bondi Beach).


THE BEST

Soak up the sun, the surf, the sights and the sounds, while lying on the sands of BONDI BEACH.

Body surf at BRONTE, then stick around for a barbecue on the beach.

Explore the underwater scenery on a snorkelling or diving session at GORDONS BAY.

Splash about in one of the idyllic ocean pools near COOGEE BEACH.





TOP EXPERIENCE


Bondi Beach


Whatever the season, Bondi Beach is a beauty to behold. On a glorious summer’s day, join the bronzed throngs on the sands. On a blustery winter’s day, wrap up and witness the Tasman Sea crashing against the shore, then make a beeline for a nearby bar.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Bondi heaves on sunny weekends, but it’s a big beach and you’ll always be able to find space on the sand. Parking is somewhat easier midweek.

[image: barcode]

Scan for practical information.



Facilities

Positioned at the centre of the beach is the attractive Bondi Pavilion, built in 1929 and recently spruced up. Here you’ll find cafes, an art gallery, a theatre, beachwear shops, and changing rooms with showers and lockers. Sunset Cinema sets up on the lawn nearby from mid-November until just before Christmas.

There’s a skate park towards the southwestern end of the beach and an outdoor workout area near the North Bondi Surf Club. Booze and portable barbecues are banned, but there are four free public barbecues positioned around Bondi Park and Biddigal Reserve.

Swimming

The average water temperature at Bondi Beach is a considerate 21°C, warming up to a balmy 25°C by February. Like all of the surf beaches on this coast, Bondi can be dangerous, with large swells, rips and holes. Two surf clubs (Bondi and North Bondi) patrol sections of the beach between sets of red-and-yellow flags, positioned to avoid the worst hazards. Always swim between the flags, even if it looks crowded. Long-running reality-TV show Bondi Rescue vividly illustrates the fate of those who fail to heed the safety warnings; try not to star in it.

If you’ve got little children in tow or you just don’t like the waves, head to the free saltwater sea bath at the northeastern end of the beach. If you’d rather swim laps, photogenic Bondi Icebergs – set into the cliffs at the southwestern end – has a pair of saltwater pools marked with lanes, although the larger adults’ pool is regularly doused by the bigger breakers (adult/child $9/6, closed Thursday). The complex also houses a gym, a sauna, a cafe, a licensed club and a fancy Italian restaurant.

Surfing

Hardy surfers carve up sandbar breaks at either end of the beach all year round. If you’re keen to give it a go, Let’s Go Surfing in North Bondi offers two-hour small-group beginner classes for $130.


QUICK BREAK

Tucked within the Icebergs pool complex, the Crabbe Hole cafe serves simple things including breakfast bowls, toasted sandwiches and pastries. The views are extraordinary.





WALKING TOUR


Walk Bondi to Coogee


Sydney’s most popular track connects beautiful beaches by way of a spectacular 6km coastal path. The walk itself takes less than two hours, but you’re going to want to make multiple stops. Buses service both ends of the route and there are plenty of options for a cooling dip along the way.



START

Bondi Beach

END

Coogee Beach

LENGTH

6km; two to three hours


[image: 16-bondi-coogee-wt-pk-syd7-jpg]




1 Marvel at Icebergs

Starting at Bondi Beach, take the stairs up the south end, passing above Bondi Icebergs, Sydney’s most famous saltwater pool. Pause to admire the views back over the famous beach. Step onto the clifftop trail at the end of Notts Ave, with the wild Tasman Sea raging against the rocks below.

2 Treacherous Tamarama

This clifftop section gets logjammed in late October, when Sculpture by the Sea takes place, but it’s well worth enduring the glacial pace to witness the weird and wonderful free art. Next up is narrow Tamarama Beach, surrounded by high cliffs but with just 80m of shoreline.

3 Midway Dip

The path then skirts the road along the top of the cliffs before descending onto larger Bronte Beach. Bronte is a great spot for a midway break: take a dip, picnic under the Norfolk Island pines or grab a bite at a nearby cafe.

4 Tombs with a View

Next up is the astonishing cliff-edge Waverley Cemetery, its white tombstones dazzling in the summer sun. Eighty thousand people have been interred here since 1877, including writers Henry Lawson and Dorothea Mackellar, and cricketer Victor Trumper.

5 Bowl into Clovelly

Pass the locals enjoying a beer after lawn bowls at Clovelly Bowling Club, then breeze past the cockatoos and canoodling lovers in Burrows Park to Clovelly Beach. It might seem odd, but this concrete-edged ocean channel is a great place to swim, sunbathe and snorkel. It’s safe for the kids, and underwater visibility is excellent.

6 Underwater Action

Follow the footpath around the car park then down the steps to the upturned dinghies lining Gordons Bay, one of Sydney’s best shore-dive spots.

7 Coogee Conclusion

The trail continues past Dolphins Point, with its memorial to victims of the 2002 Bali bombings, before ending on glorious Coogee Beach. Coogee is the next biggest beach on this strip after Bondi and has a similarly good selection of cafes and bars, providing plenty of options for a celebratory tipple.



WALKING TOUR


Walk Watsons Bay


As an excursion from central Sydney, a trip to Watsons Bay on a sunny afternoon is hard to top. You can easily bus here from Bondi, but a ferry ride from Circular Quay offers unforgettable views of all of Sydney Harbour’s most famous sights for a fraction of the cost of a cruise.



START

Watsons Bay Wharf

END

Watsons Bay Boutique Hotel

LENGTH

3km; two hours
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1 Fishing Village

Watsons Bay was once an isolated fishing settlement and it retains vestiges of those times in the boats pulled up on Watsons Bay Beach and in the backstreets peppered with Victorian cottages. Doyles on the Beach is a Sydney institution – the family that still runs it has served seafood on this site for five generations.

2 Golden Sands

Take the steps at the beach’s northern end to Cove St, a narrow lane lined with pretty cottages. Follow it to the end, then turn right and then left to reach the golden sands of Camp Cove. It was at this beautiful beach that boats from the First Fleet initially dropped anchor when they entered Sydney Harbour.

3 Harbour Views

At the northern end of Camp Cove, the South Head Heritage Trail kicks off, leading into a section of Sydney Harbour National Park distinguished by harbour views and crashing surf. The trail skirts a Royal Australian Navy base, passing old gun installations along the way.

4 Lighthouse Loop

Along the way a path leads down to tiny Lady Bay, one of the city’s most popular gay and nudist beaches. The Heritage Trail then splits into two to loop around South Head. If you take the left fork, you’ll come first to a pair of sandstone lightkeepers’ cottages and then candy-striped Hornby Lighthouse, built in 1858.

5 Wild Waves

Finish the loop and backtrack to Camp Cove. Then follow Cliff St to The Gap, where a set of lookouts provides awe-inspiring open-ocean views from atop some of Sydney’s most precipitous sea cliffs. This area has a sombre reputation as a suicide spot, hence the high fences and the phone booth with contacts for support services.

6 Sunset Spectacle

Cut through the lawns of Robinson Park towards the beach, and finish up in the beer garden of the Watsons Bay Boutique Hotel. Although it’s pricey, it’s the perfect spot for watching the sun set over the distant city skyline.
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1Top Experiences

 Bondi BeachF8



1Experiences

1Bondi Golf & Diggers ClubE1

2Aboriginal Rock EngravingsF1

3Bronte BeachC4

4Gordons Bay Underwater Nature TrailC7

5Dive Centre BondiB2

6Mahon PoolB8

7Giles BathsB8

8Bronte Bogey HolesC4

9Coogee BeachA8

10Ross Jones Memorial PoolA8

11McIver’s Ladies BathsA8

12Wylie’s BathsB8




5Eating

13Porch & ParlourE1

14DepotF7

15Lox, Stock & BarrelD7

16billsD7

17Funky PiesD7

18Bonditony’s Burger JointD7

19La PiadinaE6

20Pompei’sE7

21Bondi TrattoriaD2

 Sean’s(see 13)

22Icebergs Dining RoomD3

23Little KitchenA8

24Little Jack HornerA8

25SugarcaneA8




6Drinking

26Shop & Wine BarD6

27Bondi RumbaD6

28SpeakeasyD6

29NeighbourhoodE7

30Hotel RavesisE8

31Beach Road HotelD6

32Clovelly HotelC6

33Coogee PavilionA7

34North Bondi RSLE2




7Shopping

35Bondi MarketsF7

36Gertrude & AliceD7

37Rip CurlD8










EXPERIENCES

Search for Aboriginal Rock EngravingsCultural Site

map Google map

It’s a sobering thing, gazing upon the inscrutable cultural expression of an ancient civilisation, especially within the incongruous confines of a golf course. That unsettling experience is offered within the clifftop fairways of Bondi Golf & Diggers Club map Google map, where a shelf of rock protrudes from the surrounding lawn and reveals a cluster of Aboriginal rock engravings (map) depicting a lizard, a shark and a humanoid figure holding a fish. The site’s purpose and meaning are unclear. It may have been a ceremonial site, or perhaps even a warning about the risk of shark attacks while fishing.

The carvings were regrooved by the local council in 1964 in a misguided attempt to preserve them. The site is open to the public, although you’ll need to watch out for flying golf balls. Look for it about 20m southeast of what looks like an enormous concrete candlestick. This is actually the heritage-listed Ben Buckler Stack, built in 1910 as a sewerage vent.

Laze on Bronte BeachBeach

map Google map

If you’re looking for a lower-octane beach day than Bondi’s constant parade of the bronzed, buffed and beautiful can provide, family-friendly Bronte is a great option. Founded in 1903, the world’s oldest surf-lifesaving club patrols between the red-and-yellow flags, and there are bogey holes (rock pools) and an ocean pool tucked under the sandstone cliffs at the southern end.

A large park extends back from the beach and up a gully, where you’ll find a natural waterfall in a rare patch of remnant bushland. Scattered across the lawn are a children’s playground, a snack kiosk and about a dozen little white pavilions with picnic tables; free barbecues are positioned nearby.

In an oblique way, the beach (and the pleasant suburb surrounding it) is named after Battle of Trafalgar hero Lord Nelson, who was the first Duke of Bronte (a town in Sicily). There’s a small shopping strip facing the beach with cafes, convenience stores and a fish-and-chip shop – all you need for a successful beach outing.

Dive into Gordons Bay & ClovellySnorkelling, Diving

As far as beaches go, rocky little Gordons Bay will never compete with near neighbours Clovelly and Coogee. But as a snorkelling and shore-diving spot, it’s excellent. Its renown is enhanced by the presence of the Gordons Bay Underwater Nature Trail map Google map, a 620m underwater chain that guides divers around reefs, sand flats and kelp forests.

Part of the reason the snorkelling is so good both here and at neighbouring Clovelly is that they sit within the protected Bronte-Coogee Aquatic Reserve. Chances are you’ll spot schools of fish, rays, seahorses, octopuses and blue groupers (the official NSW state fish). The latter is a long-lived species with a reputation for being friendly and inquisitive.

Dive Centre Bondi map Google map is a reputable local operator leading guided snorkelling and diving here and at other popular spots along the coast. As well as shore dives, it offers boat dives, night dives and a range of PADI courses.

Splash about at Coogee BeachBeach

map Google map

Superficially similar to Bondi but smaller and with a much more local vibe, Coogee (pronounce the ‘oo’ as in the word ‘took’) offers a deep sweep of sand and plenty of green space for barbecues and Frisbee hurling. Offshore, compromising the surf a little, is craggy Wedding Cake Island, immortalised in a surf-guitar instrumental by Midnight Oil.

Among the things that make Coogee unique are its four ocean pools. At the beach’s northern end is the Giles Baths bogey hole. At the opposite end, Ross Jones Memorial Pool map Google map has sandcastle-like concrete turrets. Tucked below the cliffs to the south are two more. Well screened from passers-by, McIver’s Ladies Baths map Google map has been designated for women’s bathing since the 1870s. Small children of any gender are permitted. Dating from 1907, Wylie’s Baths map Google map (adult/child $6/3) is a superb sea-water pool suited to swimming laps.


BEST BOGEY HOLES

Great for kids and adults with shark paranoia, bogey holes are semiformal rock pools protected from but open to the surging surf.

Mahon Pool

map Google map

Surf crashes over the edges of this idyllic bogey hole, hidden within the cliffs 500m north of Maroubra Beach.

Giles Baths

map Google map

Set within the rocky northern headland of Coogee Beach, Giles Baths are accessed by steps from Dolphin Point.

Bronte Bogey Holes

map Google map

The southern end of Bronte has three saltwater pools, two of which are bogey holes. There’s a large area barricaded by boulders right by the beach, and a smaller hole between it and Bronte Baths.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap  $ $ Moderate  $ $ $ Pricey

[image: img]
Eating

Bondi Cafes

Porch & Parlour $

map Google map

A little cafe with an interesting menu and beach views across the road from North Bondi Surf Lifesaving Club. 6.30am-2pm

Depot $

map Google map

This light-filled corner cafe near the beach serves pretty-as-a-picture cooked breakfasts, salads, burgers, sandwiches and toasties. 6.30am-3pm

Lox, Stock & Barrel $ $

map Google map

Breezy cafe offering bagels, cereals, salads and sandwiches, along with more substantial evening meals at weekends. 7am-2.30pm, plus 5.30-10pm Fri & Sat

bills $ $

map Google map

With tasteful but demure decor, this Bondi Beach outpost puts the focus on the food. 7am-10pm

Bondi Cheap Eats

Funky Pies $

map Google map

Taking the meat out of a pie would be considered un-Australian in some quarters, but this tiny vegan place makes it work. 9am-6pm

Bonditony’s Burger Joint $

map Google map

Prepare to wait at weekends at this licensed, popular rock–themed burger bar in the Glenayr Ave shops. 5-9pm Mon & Tue, from noon Fri-Sun

La Piadina $

map Google map

A piadina is a filled, grilled flatbread from northern Italy, and this was the first place to serve them in Sydney. 7am-5pm Mon, to 9pm Tue-Sun

Bondi Restaurants

Pompei’s $ $

map Google map

The pizza is excellent, but it’s the northern Italian dishes created by expats Giorgio and Adisa Pompei that are really special. 5-11pm Wed & Thu, from noon Fri-Sun

Bondi Trattoria $ $ $

map Google map

For top-notch Italian fare (the pasta is exceptional), beach views and street-side tables, you can’t go past the trusty ‘Tratt’. noon-3pm & 5-11pm

Sean’s $ $ $

map Google map

Sean Moran’s ever-changing menu is chalked on a blackboard at this modest Bondi beachfront dining room that packs out with happy diners. 6-11pm, plus noon-3pm Fri-Sun

Icebergs Dining Room $ $ $

map Google map

Poised above the famous pool, with views over Bondi Beach and the endless ocean, upmarket Icebergs serves sophisticated Italian cuisine, especially seafood. 6.30-11pm, plus noon-3pm Mon-Sat

Coogee Dining

Little Kitchen $ $

map Google map

A family-run cafe with an open kitchen and some outdoor seating, Little Kitchen fits in well with Coogee’s casual beach vibe. 6.30am-3pm


Little Jack Horner $ $

map Google map

Sitting on a corner of the main beachfront strip, this licensed cafe has an exuberance of potted plants and tables spilling onto the street. 5.30am-11pm

Sugarcane $ $

map Google map

This Coogee restaurant serves a winning combination of Southeast Asian dishes in an appealingly beachy Balinese interior. 5.30-11pm Tue-Sun, plus noon-2pm Thu-Sun

[image: img]
Drinking

Bars

Shop & Wine Bar

map Google map

This tiny space morphs from a daytime cafe into a food-focused wine bar in the evenings. 6am-3pm Mon & Tue, 6am-10pm Wed-Sat, 7am-8pm Sun

Bondi Rumba

map Google map

Warm-hued and warm hearted, this little cocktail bar does $15 margarita and $10 pint happy hours. 5-10pm Tue-Sat

Speakeasy

map Google map

Head a few blocks inland to this tiny bar with Persian rugs, mismatched furniture and a few footpath seats. 5-11pm Tue-Sat, 3-8pm Sun

Neighbourhood

map Google map

This smart Bondi cocktail and wine bar has a brick-lined interior giving way to a wood-lined courtyard. The kitchen specialises in burgers. 5-11pm Mon-Fri, from noon Sat & Sun

Pubs

Hotel Ravesis

map Google map

A big pub on a Bondi corner with views over the beach, and DJs and/or bands most nights. noon-midnight

Beach Road Hotel

map Google map

Weekends at this big, boxy Bondi pub are a boisterous multilevel alcoholiday, with live bands and DJs. 11am-late Mon-Sat, 10am-10pm Sun

Clovelly Hotel

map Google map

A renovated megalith above Clovelly Beach, ‘the Cloey’ has a shady terrace and water views – perfect for a post-beach beverage. 10am-10pm Sun & Mon, to midnight Tue-Sat

Venues with Views

Coogee Pavilion

map Google map

With indoor and outdoor bars and restaurants, and a large kids’ play area, this complex (built 1887) packs them in. The adults-only rooftop has sweeping views. 7.30am-midnight

North Bondi RSL

map Google map

This Returned and Services League club isn’t fancy, but with views no one can afford and drinks that everyone can, who cares? Bring ID. noon-10pm

[image: img]
Shopping

Bondi Shopping

Bondi Markets

map Google map

Saturday is a farmers market. On Sunday you’ll find everything from clothes to candles. 10am-4pm Sat & Sun

Gertrude & Alice

map Google map

Named after famous literary lesbians, this cafe and secondhand bookshop sees locals, students and academics hang out reading and drinking excellent coffee. 6.30am-6pm

Rip Curl

map Google map

The quintessential Aussie surf shop, Rip Curl began down south in Victoria but drops in here perfectly, overlooking the Bondi shore breaks. 9.30am-5.30pm






Explore

Manly


Once a weathered Victorian-era town with tired shopfronts, Manly now boasts cool bars, hip restaurants and a laid-back surf culture that attracts a large population of young expats. The Corso, bookended by harbourside and ocean beaches, offers the best of both worlds. As you stroll along this pedestrian-only esplanade, a treasure trove of shops, historic pubs and abundant gelaterias greet you at every turn.
    The original custodians of this land were the Gayemagal people, who revered the waters for their plentiful food resources. Today’s locals and visitors gravitate to the beaches and cliffs for surfing, swimming, kayaking, hiking and generally embracing the outdoor way of life.
    The 20-minute ferry ride from Circular Quay is as emblematic as the neighbourhood itself. It’s an ideal initiation to Manly’s relaxed vibe.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around


[image: ferryjpg] Ferry

The Manly Fast Ferry runs frequent express shuttles to Circular Quay, completing the journey in just 18 minutes. Alternatively, the iconic yellow ferry (F1) provides a slightly longer but more economical trip. Be sure to grab an outdoor bench when the weather is fine, but stay indoors if the wind is up.

[image: busjpg] Bus

Buses 100, 144, B1 and 199 head to Manly Wharf from Wynyard station; you’ll need to transfer midway. The journey takes around 44 minutes, depending on traffic.


THE BEST

Take to the open seas from May to November for prime WHALE WATCHING.

Take a refreshing dip at one of Manly’s many SECRET HARBOUR BEACHES.

Walk from SPIT BRIDGE to Manly and soak in stunning headland vistas.

Learn to surf at MANLY BEACH, renowned as one of the world’s top surfing destinations.





TOP EXPERIENCE


Kayak Around Manly


Manly Beach and its secluded neighbour, Shelly Beach, can be reached over land, but the jagged headland near these icons is flecked with beaches that can only be reached via the water. A kayak is your ticket to the blond sands of Manly’s best-kept secrets.



map


PLANNING TIP

Tours range from one to eight hours. Bring plenty of water and a snack for energy, wear a hat, apply sunscreen, and consider long sleeves and light trousers for sun protection.



Solo Kayaking Adventure

For those with kayaking experience, exploring Manly’s western coast can be a delightful adventure, especially on calm days when gentle ripples are sheltered by imposing headlands. Stay close to the shore to steer clear of ferry traffic. The first beach you’ll encounter after leaving the wharf is Little Manly Beach, often packed with locals. Keep paddling around the corner to Collins Beach, a less-crowded spot. Around another bend, Store Beach, a 200m-long stretch of alluring sand, is only accessible by water. It’s a hushed, secluded slice of paradise. Note that little penguins inhabit the area at dusk, so be sure to leave before then. Rent kayaks from Manly Kayak Centre map Google map or Manly Sailing for flexible hourly to full-day rates.

Three Beaches Guided Tour

Manly Kayak Centre’s 3 Beaches Tour ($145), Sydney Harbour’s only ocean-to-hilltop excursion, is a great choice for those unsure about going it alone in a kayak. The four-hour journey provides invaluable local knowledge of scenic lookout points, history and hidden gems. Enjoy a beachside lunch and the chance to splash in several bays before you make the leisurely paddle back to base. The timeless stamp on the memory is worth the sore muscles the next day.



WALKING TOUR


Walk from Spit Bridge to Manly


Linking up with the 80km coastal and harbourside walking track that connects Bondi Beach and Manly Beach via Sydney Harbour Bridge, this 10km stretch begins at Spit Bridge, the gateway to Manly’s charms. Along the jagged headland you can explore secluded beaches, native flora and ancient Indigenous sites before returning to the harbourside bustle at Manly Wharf.



START

Spit Bridge

END

Manly Wharf

LENGTH

10.7km; 2½ hours
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1 The Cave

From Wynyard Station, take bus 173x or 172x for a 30-minute journey north to Spit Bridge. Ellery’s Punt Reserve is just a five-minute walk from the bridge. Follow signs to Fisher Bay Walk and pause at the Indigenous Cave Shelter, left of the wood railing. Here, middens containing shells, bones and charcoal provide archaeological evidence of Aboriginal subsistence systems, part of a broader pattern across Sydney’s coastal areas.

2 The Big Boulder

Refuel with coffee and sandwiches at Clontarf Beach. If high tide blocks your beach path, follow Monash Cres to secluded Castle Rock Beach for a refreshing swim.

3 The Lighthouse

Take a 13-minute detour via the lighthouse track to Grotto Point Lighthouse. Below, Washaway Beach is unsuitable for swimming and visible only at low tide. Retrace your steps to the Grotto Point Track. Along the way, look out for the sandstone outcrop engraved with Aboriginal Dreaming stories.

4 The View

As you reach the headland, the surroundings shift to thick, scratchy bushland sprinkled with sunshine wattles and alive with flitting fairy wrens. Take a breather at Dobroyd Head Lookout for a panorama of Manly and the vast ocean melding with the horizon.

5 The Indigenous Site

Continue along the sandstone heath, looking for banksias on the way to Reef Beach. Enjoy a swim in its shallow, waveless water, where sea turtles and rays can often be seen. Beyond its sands lie remnants of an Aboriginal midden, where shell accumulations reveal the site’s history as a place where shellfish were gathered.

6 Forty Baskets of Fish

Another safe spot to swim is Forty Baskets Beach, an eight-minute jaunt from Reef Beach, with a netted middle-harbour tidal pool. Its name is rumoured to have something to do with 40 baskets of fish. Sit on a grassy patch and take in the views before pressing on.

7 The Pretty Pool

Break up the last 40 minutes on the trail with a dip at Fairlight Beach, popular with swimmers splashing in the pool and divers navigating among weedy sea dragons.

8 The Scenic Ending

Back in Manly, wander the restaurant-filled Corso that runs from Manly Wharf to Manly Beach before catching one of the frequent return ferries to the city.
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1Top Experiences

 Manly Kayak Centre



1Sights

1North Head Sanctuary



1Experiences

2Q Station

3Cabbage Tree Bay Aquatic Reserve

4St Patrick’s College

5Fairy Bower Beach

6Shelly Beach

7Manly Beach

8Manly Surf School

9Corso

10Hotel SteyneB1

11Manly Bikes

12Clontarf Beach

13Manly Whale Watching




5Eating

14Pocket PizzaB1

15Sunset SabiB1

16Yes ChickenB2

17Manly PavilionA2

18Boathouse Shelly BeachD2

19Norma’s DeliB2

20Rollers BakehouseB2

21Chica BonitaB2




6Drinking

22Barrel OneB2

23InSituB2

24The CumberlandB1




7Shopping

25Sammy & SidB1

26Bits of AustraliaB2











EXPERIENCES

Step into History at North Head SanctuaryNational Park

map Google map

North Head Sanctuary has layers of history. Rock engravings signal that this was a place of significance to the area’s Indigenous people. Military installations and the 1881 Third Quarantine Cemetery, perched on a cliff, recall Sydney’s more recent past. The visitor centre, a 45-minute walk from Manly Wharf (less from Shelly Beach), provides maps and a brief history lesson.

You could spend several days exploring North Head and taking in the view from its lookouts, but if you only have one day, a guided tour is a great way to scratch the surface. Tours can be arranged on the day of your visit. Choose from routes through military tunnels and bunkers or a visit to coastal bush where the Traditional Owners, the Gaymagal people, performed spiritual ceremonies.

If you prefer to go it alone, signpost QR codes provide information about the key sights.

Listen for Spirits at Q StationHistoric Site

map Google map

It’s hard to believe that this plot of land, prettily situated beside a stretch of beach in Sydney Harbour National Park, once quarantined smallpox- and plague-infected passengers arriving by ship. Many patients died here and were buried on-site. Despite its eerie history, Q Station has become a popular attraction, with a host of wedding locations and even heritage suites and cosy cottages for overnight guests. By some accounts, they’ll have plenty of company: when the sun melts into the horizon, it’s said Q Station becomes one of the most haunted places in Sydney.

After-dark ghost tours here will make you cling to the nearest person at the slightest noise. Guides also recount real-life experiences, from the challenges of health-care workers to a day in the life of a Q Station resident. At times, the tours are heartbreaking; at others, they’re spine-chilling. Bookings for three tour options are available online, with tours typically running on Friday and Saturday nights.

Swim with Giant Cuttlefish at Cabbage Tree BaySnorkelling

Cradled between Manly Beach and Shelly Beach, Cabbage Tree Bay Aquatic Reserve map Google map is a sanctuary that’s home to many species of sea creature, including the enigmatic giant cuttlefish. An Eco Treasures guided snorkelling tour will immerse you in the aquatic realm to witness the mollusc’s changing colours – in as little as 200 milliseconds (literally the blink of an eye), cuttlefish can transform their hues and patterns for camouflage and to communicate. You may also spot green turtles and elusive weedy sea dragons, often found hovering in shallow estuaries. Plan your visit between February and August for the best chance of encountering cuttlefish. After your snorkelling interlude, lace up your hiking boots for an 800m loop around the scenic headland, where whales can be spotted from May to November.

Float in Fairy Bower PoolSwimming

map Google map

Bondi has Icebergs, and Manly has the Fairy Bower, a triangular pool that looks as though it has been scraped out of the rocky edge. Descend the handful of stone steps for a refreshing saltwater bath. On hot summer days, the pool can be overcrowded, making nearby Shelly Beach map Google map a good alternative if you prefer calmer waters. The sculpture dancing on the pool’s edge is The Oceanides by internationally acclaimed sculptor Helen Leete. Her pieces are also found in the Royal Botanic Gardens, in Darling Park and at Cockle Bay Wharf.

Surf Manly BeachSurfing

map Google map

In 1964, Manly Beach hosted the world’s first official surfing contest, cementing its reputation as a premier surf destination. The submerged reef from North Steyne to Queenscliff is responsible for the glassy breaks and long, peeling waves that are the stuff of surfers’ dreams. For newcomers, Manly Surf School map Google map at the beach’s southern end offers daily lessons ($80) – advance online bookings are recommended. Consult a local tide chart (surf -forecast.com/ breaks/ Manly/ tides/ latest) to time your visit during low tide for gentler waves. Sessions last 90 minutes, and you’ll begin with the basic skills on land before putting them to the test in the water. Storage lockers and change rooms with showers are available.


MANLY CASTLE

Standing watch over Manly is St Patrick’s College map Google map, Australia’s first National Catholic Seminary, established in 1889. Today, it’s a management institute and occasional film set – it played the role of Jay Gatsby’s iconic mansion in Baz Luhrmann’s 2013 film, The Great Gatsby. Keith Urban and Nicole Kidman exchanged vows here. Roam the grounds, noting the towering turrets and lofty spires, a fusion of neo-Gothic and Romanesque elements.



Visit the Corso on the WeekendMarkets

map Google map

The Corso, the long, pedestrian-only strip connecting Manly Wharf to Manly Beach, is lively throughout the week. Come Saturday and Sunday, though, it becomes even more bustling than usual, as local artisans set up their stalls at Manly Markets 2095 to sell quality, handmade treasures. With everything from jewellery to vintage clothing to coastal-inspired art to choose from, you could well find your next meaningful souvenir here. On Sunday the laneway at the end of Hotel Steyne  hosts the Manly Fresh Produce Market. Locals do their weekly grocery shop here, taking home canvas tote bags stuffed with fresh fruit and vegetables. Before it sells out (and it will), be sure to grab some Irish soda bread at Paddy the Baker’s green stall, which has widespread fame. Due to his popularity, Paddy expanded his offerings to include Guinness beef pies and white-chocolate scones. Kick off the morning or spend a leisurely mid-afternoon strolling the markets.


TOP PICKS FOR KIDS

From May to February, spot little penguins waddling up to the sand on the west side of Manly Wharf, opposite Manly Bikes. Volunteer penguin wardens patrol nightly and can help you spot the birds from a safe distance.

Manly Bikes

map Google map

Grab some wheels from Manly Bikes and kick off a family-friendly adventure along the coastal path. It’s the perfect way to keep the kids active and entertained while soaking up the ocean views.

Clontarf Beach

map Google map

Just steps from the wharf, the netted harbour pool at Clontarf Beach is a safe swimming spot for little ones, with a shaded playground and cafes nearby.



Get up Close to a WhaleWhale Watching

map Google map

From May through to the end of November, around 35,000 whales follow the Humpback Highway from Antarctica to calve in the warmer waters off Queensland. Whale sightings are common along Manly’s headlands, with North Head a particularly good vantage point. To get at eye level with the cetaceans, join a whale cruise. Departing from Manly Wharf, Ocean Extreme has the fastest fleet in Sydney, and can zip through the waves for a close yet safe encounter. Boats take just 21 passengers and sit low in the water, so you can look forward to unobstructed views of the whales. Tours typically last 1½ hours and operate daily; booking online in advance is recommended. Alternatively, Manly Whale Watching offers similar experiences aboard a zodiac boat or its catamaran, Zeus, where a see-through trampoline is a relaxing spot to watch for whales. Both operators adhere to strict regulations and maintain a safe distance of at least 100m from whales to ensure their well-being.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap  $ $ Moderate  $ $ $ Pricey
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Eating

Global Flavours

Pocket Pizza $ $

map Google map

A bustling tribute to New York’s classic pizza parlours, dishing out slices worth jostling for. 5-10pm Mon-Thu, 4-10pm Fri-Sun

Sunset Sabi $ $

map Google map

Japanese-inspired street food; lively locals fill the kitschy dining room late into the night. 5.30-11pm Mon-Fri, 4-11pm Sat, 4-10pm Sun

Yes Chicken $

map Google map

Korean fried chicken, best enjoyed alfresco on milk-crate tables and chairs. 11am-3pm & 4-9pm Mon-Thu, 11am-1pm Fri, noon-10pm Sat, noon-9pm Sun

Waterside Dining

Manly Pavilion $ $

map Google map

Beer-battered fish and chips best enjoyed on the sunny deck with a cocktail. 11.30am-10pm

Boathouse Shelly Beach $ $

map Google map

Soak up the beachside buzz in the nautical dining room or outside under a jaunty umbrella. 7am-3pm Mon-Thu, 7am-8pm Fri-Sun

Morning Treats

Norma’s Deli $

map Google map

This Greek diner serves up sandwiches that demand two hands. 8am-5pm

Rollers Bakehouse $

map Google map

Sniff out the attractive, pastel-pink bakery behind the main promenade for flaky croissants. 7am-3pm Mon-Sat, 7.30am-2pm Sun

Barrel One $

map Google map

Sip the best coffee in town from this bright cafe with a retro feel. 6am-2pm Mon-Fri, 7am-2pm Sat & Sun

[image: img]
Drinking

Lively Drinking Dens

Hotel Steyne

map Google map

This Manly institution pulls a constant crowd with affordable food and good drinks. 9am-3am Mon-Thu, 9am-6am Fri & Sat, 9am-midnight Sun

InSitu

map Google map

Cafe by day, moody lounge by night; live music and great atmosphere. 4pm-midnight Tue-Fri, noon-midnight Sat, noon-10pm Sun

Chica Bonita

map Google map

Mexican street food tucked away in a back arcade, with exposed brick walls and graffiti for added urban flair. 11.30am-3pm & 6-10pm Tue-Fri, 11.30am-10pm Fri-Sun

The Cumberland

map Google map

A clandestine drinking den with a Spanish twist behind a 1920s fridge in a deli. 5pm-midnight Tue-Thu, 5pm-1am Fri & Sat, 4-10pm Sun

[image: img]
Shopping

Vintage Fashion

Sammy & Sid

map Google map

Sift through pre-loved designer fashion in this organised and bright vintage shop. 11am-4pm Wed-Fri, 11am-3pm Sat

Souvenirs

Bits of Australia

map Google map

Australian-made souvenirs and gifts, including Indigenous art. 9.30am-5.30pm Mon-Fri, 9.30am-5pm Sat, 9.30am-4pm Sun






Explore

Lower North Shore


Beginning as a commercial district – and long overshadowed by its more famous southern counterparts, Circular Quay and The Rocks – the Lower North Shore has reinvented itself as a destination worth crossing the bridge for.
    Take in arguably the best views of the harbour skyline from foreshore parks or hop on a bus and find a secret beach in the gaps of finger-like headlands. With unrivalled walkability, the area’s harbourfront neighbourhoods offer a leisurely pace of life and plenty of scope for outdoor activities. For something more sedate, stroll designer shopping strips in Mosman or settle in for brunch at a cafe.
    This wedge of harbour now has some of the city’s most coveted addresses, with a slew of new bars and restaurants rounding out the appeal.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: trainjpg] Train

Regular services from central Sydney along the T1-North Shore & Western Line and the T9 Northern Line provide access to the Lower North Shore’s main neighbourhoods.

[image: busjpg] Bus

Regular services link suburbs including St Leonards, Milsons Point, Neutral Bay, Cremorne, Mosman, Crows Nest and Northbridge.

[image: ferryjpg] Ferry

Sydney Ferries operates services from Milsons Point, Neutral Bay and North Sydney along various routes around the harbour and the Parramatta River, as well as to Circular Quay and Kirribilli.


THE BEST

Stare down at the Sydney Harbour Bridge from the sprawling lawn at BLUES POINT RESERVE.

Keep your cool on a heart-pumping roller-coaster at LUNA PARK.

Trade the crowds of Bondi for the hushed shores of BALMORAL BEACH.

Savour art, fashion and a classic vanilla slice at KIRRIBILLI MARKETS.





WALKING TOUR


Walk the Lower North Shore


North Sydney is a walker’s paradise, with harbour views at every turn and architectural gems hiding in plain sight on tree-lined residential streets. Wander past buzzing restaurant and cafe strips, foreshore parks and a secret torpedo factory that even the locals might have missed. Just offshore, boats bob in front of some of Sydney’s glitziest real estate.



START

Wendy Whiteley’s Secret Garden

END

Luna Park

LENGTH

5.3km; 1¼ hours
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1 A Secret Garden

Wendy Whiteley’s Secret Garden, a five-minute walk from Milsons Point station, was once a rubbish dump. Thanks to the efforts of artist Wendy Whiteley, widow of the painter Brett Whiteley, it’s now a peaceful public space framed by bridge views you won’t find on any postcard. Look for a war memorial to find the entrance.

2 Harbour Panoramas

Walk through Clark Park, staying close to the foreshore, before turning onto residential Bay View St. Walk down to Blues Point Reserve, where harbour panoramas unfold from sprawling green lawns that often host weddings and, dangling on the edge, fishermen.

3 An Art Deco Jewel

Walk up Blues Point Rd, home to some of Sydney’s most affluent residents, pausing at the historic Blues Point Hotel, erected in 1864 as the North Shore’s first pub. Join the locals for a drink.

4 Urban Life

Head north along Blues Point Rd to the bustling centre, where rooftop bars are out of sight, and restaurants and cafes occupy the ground floors of office buildings. Stop at RAFI North Sydney, a Mediterranean eatery floating above the city. The strong city vibe is a sharp contrast to the residential blocks you’ve just walked…and your next stop.

5 A Torpedo Factory

Walk 15 minutes east of the urban centre, and you’ll find yourself in Kirribilli, another moneyed neighbourhood. You will have to trace a section of the highway to get to the quiet, leafy neighbourhood, but it’s worth it. Turn down High St and walk to the end to wander around Sub Base Platypus, a former torpedo factory transformed into parks and playgrounds with plaques commemorating female factory workers.

6 Blooming Beauty

The laneway across the road leads to Kirribilli Marina via a handful of steps. Here, you can tuck into fish and chips on the deck at Foys Kirribilli, or if it’s busy, find a tree-shaded spot by the water in Milson Park. From mid-October to November, the park’s jacaranda trees clothe the grounds in regal purple. For the best views, walk to the west side of the park, where the famous McDougall Street Jacaranda Trees form a cathedral over the road.

7 Bridge-side Bliss

Navigate Winslow St from McDougall St, passing white picket fences until Willoughby St joins the culinary strip of Broughton St. Trace the shoreline under the bridge to Luna Park, an Art Deco amusement park named after New York’s Luna Park on Coney Island. Go in and enjoy a ride or two, then return to Circular Quay by ferry.
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EXPERIENCES

Spend a Day at Balmoral BeachBeach

Once a local secret, Balmoral Beach map Google map has shed its exclusivity to become a popular destination for all Sydneysiders. Its calm waters lure kayakers, paddleboarders and swimmers daily. The 7km Balmoral to Taronga Zoo headland walk reveals hidden treasures such as Obelisk Beach map Google map with its nude sunbathers, and a set of unnamed wooden stairs leading down to Taylors Bay’s clear waters. Bookending the beach are two popular dining spots. Boathouse Balmoral map Google map is perched on the water’s edge at the beach’s southern tip, and Bathers’ Pavilion map Google map at the northern end serves Mediterranean flavours with Rocky Point Island lookouts.

Take on Luna Park’s Iconic Big DipperAmusement Park

map Google map

A fixture of Sydney Harbour, Luna Park has charmed the city with its Art Deco fantasy architecture since the 1930s. Despite a long history of closures and financial trouble, the park with its somewhat eerie laughing-clown entrance endures as a symbol of joy. Entry is free, but you’ll need to buy a day pass to go on the rides. Be sure to get aboard the famous Big Dipper roller-coaster for a thrill. Check opening hours online and step into Luna Park’s enchanting realm.

Admire Australia’s Animals at Taronga ZooZoo

map Google map

Among Sydney’s landmarks stands Taronga Zoo, the state’s first public zoo. Over its 100-year life, the zoo has matured from a place of entertainment to become a campaigner for conservation and education. Accessible by car, bus or a 12-minute ferry ride from Circular Quay, the zoo is home to 5000 animals across a 28-hectare peninsula, with wheelchair accessibility and autism services available. Spend a day navigating the grounds and attending Keeper Talks to discover the ecological importance of Australia’s birds and dingoes, or visit the giraffes for harbour views. The zoo is a not-for-profit enterprise, so every dollar you spend at a cafe or gift shop aids conservation efforts such as breeding and releasing Australia’s vibrant black-and-yellow corroboree frog. Extend your stay by camping at Roar and Snore or at the luxury eco-retreat, where koalas perch outside your window.


Catch a Play at Ensemble TheatreTheatre

map Google map

Once a home for boats, the triangular tin shed housing the Ensemble Theatre might not catch your eye, but the dazzling Broadway-esque sign stamped on its facade surely will. With roots tracing back to 1958, the theatre hosts nightly plays by international and local playwrights from diverse backgrounds. Enjoy a pre- or post-theatre meal in the newly renovated bar and bistro, serving Australian cuisine with a European twist. There’s free parking in the surrounding streets. Alternatively, the theatre is a five-minute walk from Milsons Point station or a 15-minute walk from Kirribilli Wharf.

Beeline to Kirribilli Markets on a SundayMarket

map Google map

Sydney has an array of weekend markets, but for a window on local life and history, step out of Milsons Point station on a Sunday to join the throng at Kirribilli Markets. Running since 1976, the market is a great place to while away a few hours, with Sydney Harbour Bridge views peeking through the marquees. Amble among the 220 stalls to sift through new and recycled fashion and discover the work of local artists and artisans. When you get hungry, sniff out Food Alley for gözleme (Turkish savoury stuffed turnovers), pillowy dumplings and sweet treats. Don’t skip Luna Cakes for a vanilla slice: it’s a classic Australian dessert of creamy custard sandwiched between flaky layers of pastry.

Watch a New Flick at Hayden Orpheum PalaceCinema

map Google map

In the leafy, youthful suburb of Cremorne stands the Hayden Orpheum Picture Palace. Dating back to 1935, this cinematic gem is a striking example of Art Deco architecture. It screens the latest films and also hosts live events daily. Located on the arterial Military Rd, a vital link between the city and Manly, it’s easily accessible via one of the many buses that travel to Cremorne Junction. Watch for the McDonald’s on the corner, then hop off at the next stop for a short stroll to the picture palace. Inside, marvel at the vibrant lighting and ornate details including statues of Arcadia holding a glowing sun. Enjoy a glass of wine in the Piano Bar before your film or explore the cinema halls to appreciate the Art Deco theme featured throughout.


The wild mouse

Melbourne’s Luna Park may feature the oldest continually operating rollercoaster in the world (built in 1912, it’s still controlled by a brakeman that rides with its moving carriages), but Sydney has its own vintage coaster of note. Dating back to 1963 and sitting atop timber towers, the gravity-fed Wild Mouse is one of only three of its kind in the world. If climbing aboard a heritage-listed ride makes you nervous, rest assured knowing that the Wild Mouse was being fully restored in 2024.



Soak up Heritage & Views at the Coal LoaderHeritage Site

map Google map

The Lower North Shore is replete with hidden spots and lookouts, but one of its off-the-map secrets is the Coal Loader. A bustling port in the 1920s, this heritage-listed site has a rich history dating back to the Cammeraygal people, who carved images of marine creatures into the sandstone overhangs. These days, locals eat their lunch here or bring a book to read on the raised platform overlooking the gleaming harbour. There are community gardens to explore and an old rescued piano free for anyone to play. On the 10-minute walk from Waverton station, be sure to scope out some of the harbour lookouts along the way.


TOP PARKS FOR KIDS

St Leonards Park

map Google map

The playground includes areas for juniors and tweens, a 360-degree swing and a climbing gym.

Clifton Gardens

map Google map

Families love this seaside park for its swings, seesaws and secure swimming area.



Walk the Self-Guided Art TrailArt Walk

Trace a public art trail to uncover the heart and soul of the North Shore’s main neighbourhoods. Download North Sydney Council’s North Arts app for a user-friendly map incorporating written and audio explanations. You can start from any point, but Luna Park is a compelling place to kick off this approximately three-hour journey. Along the way, hear or read tales of the city’s past interwoven with modern-day sights, such as the community of miniature sculptures saluting the golden age of Australian comics. Most of the trail is accessible, apart from the steep steps at Quibaree Park and Wendy’s Secret Garden, but the app offers alternative routes, and each stop is signposted in Braille.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

$ Cheap  $ $ Moderate  $ $ $ Pricey
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Eating

Bites to Splurge On

Loulou $ $

map Google map

Friendly French spot serving pastries and late-night bistro dinners. noon-11pm Tue-Thu, 11.30am-11pm Sat & Sun

RAFI North Sydney $ $

map Google map

Foliage-filled terrace with cocktails and an alluring coastal menu. 11.30am-11.30pm Mon & Tue, 11.30am-midnight Wed-Sat

Petermen $ $ $

map Google map

Enjoy a trailblazing chef’s inventive seafood-dishes, plus oyster-shell gin martinis and fish-eye ice cream. 5.30-10pm Wed & Thu, noon-2.30pm & 5.30-10pm Fri & Sat, noon-3pm Sun

Cheap Eats

Ryos Noodles $

map Google map

Flavoursome ramen in a tiny orange den with constant queues; enjoy your noodles in the nearby park. 11.30am-2pm & 5-8.30pm Thu-Tue

Celsius Coffee & Dining Co $

map Google map

Generous breakfasts and sea views in a glass-walled boat shed. 7.30am-2pm Mon-Fri, 8am-2.30pm Sat & Sun

Oishi-Billi $

map Google map

Restaurant-quality takeaway sushi. noon-3pm & 3:30-7:30pm Tue-Sun

[image: img]
Drinking

Pubs

Greens North Sydney

map Google map

Enjoy a game of barefoot bowls with beers and burgers in a sun-soaked courtyard. 11.30am-10pm Sun-Thu, 11.30am-midnight Fri & Sat

Kirribilli Hotel

map Google map

Just steps from the Sydney Harbour Bridge, this striking Art Deco structure is filled with locals. 10am-midnight Mon-Sat, 10am-10pm Sun

Cocktail Culture

Green Moustache Rooftop Garden Bar & Restaurant

map Google map

A rooftop perch in the city that feels more like a jungle than a bar. Bottomless brunch on Saturdays. 11.45am-11pm Tue-Sat

Four Hundred Bar

map Google map

Boozy margaritas served with Mexican bar snacks. Ask about the 400 Drunken Rabbit Gods. 11.30am-11pm Tue-Sat

[image: img]
Shopping

Art

Purple Zebra Gallery

map Google map

A charming vintage-poster gallery with prints from around the world. 10am-4pm Wed & Thu, 10am-2.30pm Fri, 11am-4pm, Sat

Books

Cookery Book

map Google map

Vibrant shop dedicated to cookbooks from around the world, with quirky gifts. 9am-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-4pm Sat

Blues Point Bookshop

map Google map

Navigate the cluttered stacks inside this traditional terrace house with its arresting blue-neon sign. 10am-5pm Tue-Fri, 10am-4pm Sat, 11am-3pm Sun





WALKING TOUR

Walk the Northern Beaches


Venture into the Northern Beaches, a parade of hidden coves and laid-back beach towns. The 36km path from Manly to Palm Beach makes a scenic 6½-hour walk, but you can lighten the load on your legs by taking a yellow B-Line bus from Wynyard Station to one or more towns. Buses from Manly run to Palm Beach.



START

Manly Beach

END

Palm Beach

LENGTH

36km; 6½ hours
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1 Wormhole Shortcut

Escape Manly’s bustle to reach North Curl Curl Beach via the Manly Wormhole, a local shortcut whose lore says fishermen carved it. To find it, look for the giant pink-heart graffiti on the rocks beyond Queenscliff Rockpool. North Curl Curl is famous for its photogenic rock pool.

2 A Quiet Place

Collaroy Beach, quieter than nearby Dee Why, attracts surfers and locals relishing leisurely lunches at the Collaroy Pub. Fisherman’s Beach, below the irregularly shaped Collaroy Rockpool, is a great place to swim. Take a detour via the Longreef Headland Walk, which shares views with one of Sydney’s prettiest golf courses.

3 The Island

From Collaroy, the next town over is Warriewood, home to a retro 1980s cinema and a pocket of sand with an island-like feel.

4 Photogenic Rock Pools

Walking about 20 minutes further north will bring you to Mona Vale Beach, an icon of the Northern Beaches, packed with cafes, shops and two of Sydney’s most photographed rock pools.

5 A Hidden Beach

Embraced by the glassy Pittwater waterways to the west and the spirited waves of Newport Beach to the east, the coastal enclave of Newport oozes laid-back charm. Ascend the steep stairs to little-visited Bilgola Beach in the north or journey south to explore medieval-inspired Bungan Castle, overlooking the golden sands of Bungan Beach below.

6 Local Hangout

Flanked by the impressive Little and Careel Heads, local favourite Whale Beach is often overlooked by day-trippers. Southeasterly winds create challenging waves for experienced surfers, and the 25m rock pool at the beach’s southern end offers calmer water for swimmers.

7 The Lightkeeper’s View

Pittwater, the Pacific Ocean and Broken Bay converge at Palm Beach. The 3km Barrenjoey Lighthouse Walk – via the shorter, steeper Smugglers Track or the milder Access Trail – leads to the peninsula’s edge. Look for the grave of George Mulhall, the lighthouse’s first keeper. Rent a kayak or paddleboard to explore Pittwater, and refuel on fish and chips at Barrenjoey House.





WORTH A TRIP

Journey Through Royal National Park


Sydneysiders consider Royal National Park, an hour south of the city, to be their extended backyard. It offers a well-mapped-out, desert-island feel, where walking trails lead to cliff-edge seascapes, ocean-side swimming holes and inland waterfalls. Whether for a day trip or a weekend retreat, it’s an unmissable gem.
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PLANNING TIP

Take the T4 (South Coast Line) from Central Station to Waterfall, Helensburgh or Otford station. For a scenic route, take a ferry from Cronulla to Bundeena. Drivers, remember your $12 park-entry fee.
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Scan for practical information for your visit.



Wedding Cake Rock

Wedding Cake Rock (pictured), a striking cliff of white tiers shaped like its sweet namesake, is best reached via Beachcomber Ave in Bundeena, which allows you to avoid paying the national-park fee. The 5.7km return trip, marked by signposts, is relatively flat, with a few steps near Waterrun leading to the cliff edge. The extreme edge is off-limits due to a crack that geologists warn will eventually cause it to collapse. Stay behind the fence to enjoy the view safely.

Figure Eight Pools

These striking figure-eight-shaped rock pools come with a few words of warning. They’re located on a rock shelf, so access depends on the tides and wave conditions. High tides obscure the rock pools, and rough weather means waves could sweep you off the shelf, causing serious injury or death. Visit at low tide only and check the Risk Factor Chart (nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/things-to-do/lookouts/figure-eight-pools) for conditions. Reaching the shelf requires a 6.4km boardwalk trek from Garrawarra Farm to Burning Palms Beach. The trail is easy at first but becomes a rocky scramble once you pass the hillside houses. Despite their secluded location, the pools attract crowds, with visitors often queuing for photo opportunities.


Wattamolla to Eagle Rock

A 7.4km walk highlights two of the park’s most dazzling features Eagle Rock and Curracurrang Falls. Park ($12) at the Wattamolla picnic area, the last toilet break, before traversing grasslands, ferns and coves. Pause at Curracurrang Cove, where the ocean mingles with the creek, before continuing through thick heath to Eagle Rock Lookout, perched halfway between Garie Beach and Wattamolla. From this vantage point, which resembles an eagle’s head, you can witness the double-drop Curracurrang Falls cascading into the ocean. It’s a dazzling sight at sunset.

Forest Path

Glimpse patches of the ancient Gondwana Rainforests along the leisurely 4.4km Forest Path. Start the walk from the stone gates on Sir Bertram Stevens Dr and follow the loop back around. For a longer stroll, follow signposts to Couranga Track (5.1km), which leads to Waterfall station, where you can catch a train to the city.


QUICK BREAK

Grab a snack for your walk or settle in for lunch at Audley Dance Hall Cafe, next to the Royal National Park Visitor Centre.







WORTH A TRIP

Retreat to Nature in the Blue Mountains


Eucalyptus-oil mist mingles with dust and water vapour to bathe the Blue Mountains in their namesake colour. Less than a two-hour drive from Sydney, the region’s charming towns, and the endless waterfalls and rugged summits of the Blue Mountains National Park compel you to disconnect from technology and embrace nature’s splendour.
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HOP ON, HOP OFF

Short on time? Buy a Blue Mountains Explorer Bus pass ($49) for maximum sightseeing. Hop on and off to reach the main attractions, waterfalls and short bushwalks.
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Scan for practical information.



Scenic World

The views alone are worth the queues at 1 Scenic World, not to mention the thrill of zipping through an ancient forest on a former coal-mine railway that descends at a sharp 52 degrees. Hop between clifftops on the Scenic Skyway or stroll the boardwalk where Jurassic-era flora form a microclimate, keeping you cool on hot days, before taking the cable car back up. Plan to spend a few hours here. A day of unlimited rides will cost you around $50. Parking is free.

Gateway Town Katoomba

Katoomba, at the southern edge of the national park, is the main entry point to the Blue Mountains. It’s a popular stop on the tourist circuit, with the 2 Three Sisters, a rock formation said to be the three sisters of an Aboriginal Dreaming story who were turned to stone, at the centre of attention. The best spot to see them is from 3 Echo Point (pictured), a 32-minute walk southwest of the train station. It offers direct views of the rock stacks and is easily accessible by a ramp, but it can get crowded quickly. If you’re up for a challenge, tackle the 988-step 4 Giant Stairway) to Honeymoon Bridge track, which leads you down to the footbridge connecting the first of the rock stacks to the mountain. Stare up at the sisters and enjoy sweeping views of the valley.

The Scenic Skyway, gliding between Echo Point and Scenic World, is the best way to get a bird’s-eye view of the sisters. Katoomba is also the region’s culinary centre, with the popular 5 Pins on Lurline serving gourmet plates in a historic homestead and 6 8 Things on Katoomba’s main street dishing up popular street food from around the world, including a juicy American cheeseburger and Korean bao. If craft beer is on your mind, pop into 7 Mountain Culture, steps from the train station, for its award-winning Status Quo Pale Ale, served alongside a juicy burger and fried pickles in the former local newspaper building.
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PLANNING TIP

Intercity trains run from Sydney’s Central Station to Katoomba daily ($6.88, two hours). Local buses and trains service the towns from Leura to Blackheath for convenient exploration, but a car allows more freedom.



Roam the Cottage Town of Leura

Leura, the prettiest town in the Blue Mountains, can be reached on foot from Katoomba. Featuring heritage homes and public gardens, its charming streets are a delight. You can enjoy breathtaking views from 8 Sublime Point, accessible via a short walk from its namesake car park at the end of the road. Take the 7km 9 Prince Henry Cliff Walk to admire 10 Gordon Falls. A 20-minute walk from Leura Station, 11 Leura Cascades is a great spot to enjoy a picnic. Various hiking trails also begin there. For culinary delights, explore 12 Leura Mall for cafes such as Leura Gourmet, or venture down Railway Pde to discover 13 Sorenson’s Glasshouse and Gardens, a fairy-tale venue serving breakfast and lunch amid maple trees.


MOUNTAIN WEATHER

Mountain weather is unpredictable; pack a lightweight, waterproof jacket for possible showers in any season. In winter, check conditions for the chance of snow before exploring trails or roads.



Step Inside a Hotel Icon

On the Great Western Hwy between Katoomba and Blackheath, the 14 Hydro Majestic Hotel, once a pioneering health retreat for the rich and famous, offers a place to stretch your legs. High tea in The Wintergarden overlooking the Megalong Valley costs around $70, and a walk across the whimsical cats alley within the hotel delivers similar views for free.

Chase Waterfalls in Wentworth Falls

15 Wentworth Falls, in the town of the same name, tumbles 187m over an escarpment, making it the highest waterfall in the Blue Mountains. Get an overall view of the cascade from the accessible Wentworth Falls Lookout, or take the steep Grand Stairway to the bottom of the valley, where you’ll have to climb over a handful of boulders to reach the shallow pool below. Midway, a local secret spot, offers a rarely seen side of the waterfall. Note that the dizzying heights here may unsettle some visitors. To reach Midway, follow the National Pass to Wentworth Pass sign, keeping to the right-hand rail. Walk through a series of sandstone caves and follow the staircase carved into the stone to reach the first set of falls.


BUSHWALKING

Late spring (October-November) and late autumn (May) offer ideal bushwalking weather. Always check for trail and road closures before you head out.



Get a Better View at Blackheath

Trade the tourist crowds of Echo Point for Blackheath, the sleepy town that sits above Katoomba. 16 Govetts Leap Lookout, which is wheelchair accessible from the car park, is the best viewpoint in the Blue Mountains: the grandeur of Grose Valley is right in front of you, with Bridal Veil Falls adding to the spectacle. Hikers and bikers can take interconnected trails such as Pulpit Rock Lookout and Anvil Rock, or across the way Evan’s Lookout marks the beginning of the 17 Grand Canyon Walk, a scenic 6.3km loop leading to waterfalls. Consider staying at 18 The Kyah, a refurbished ‘70s motel and restaurant gaining fame for chef Mate Herceg’s regional cuisine, using vegetables plucked from the on-site garden. It’s a great base for the Megalong Valley, a 20-minute drive away, with rustic tea houses and horse-riding adventures.


QUICK BREAK

Alongside the highway in Wentworth Falls, stop in at Mountain High Pies for a quintessentially Aussie meat pie and a hot coffee.



Get Your Fill of Apples in Bilpin

At the northern edge of Blue Mountains National Park, you’ll find tiny Bilpin, known for its apple pie and accessible mainly by car along Bells Line of Rd. As you wind through scenery where plains meet canyons, look for roadside honesty boxes filled with fresh peaches, and curbside cafes including the 19 Grumpy Baker, where homemade baked goods are the perfect introduction to Bilpin’s hospitality. Follow the apple-pie trail, sampling baked goods from shacks along the 15km route. To wash it all down, visit the 20 Hillbilly Cider Shed for cider tasting and a famous apple calzone. Between pies, stretch your legs at the 21 Blue Mountains Botanic Garden Mount Tomah, home to Wollemi pines and Gondwana rainforest, a subtropical rainforest found mostly in Queensland.


INDIGENOUS STORIES

Book the Buunyal Tour at Scenic World to hear Indigenous stories while learning about the importance of animals, plants and seasons in Indigenous culture.
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Explore an Underworld Limestone Cave

The 22 Jenolan Caves (pictured), in the remote and rugged Kedumba Valley section of the Blue Mountains, are a 1½-hour drive west of Katoomba. The 430-million-year-old geological phenomenon is a labyrinth of caverns filled with spiralling crystal formations suspended above ancient, glass-like river beds. Tours vary in length and difficulty: expect a mostly level walk and short flights of steps on the one-hour Imperial tour ($46), whereas the Grand Tour ($100) is a 600-step, two-hour trek through dark mud tunnels and stony altars. Nearby, you can do a 45-minute return trip to Carlotta Arch Walk for more geological marvels or consider a stay in the historic but modest 23 Jenolan Caves House.


ART OF THE MOUNTAINS

Visit the Blue Mountains Cultural Centre in Katoomba for local art exhibitions and interactive displays delving into the history and natural beauty of the region.







WORTH A TRIP

Sip Your Way Through Hunter Valley


With more than 150 wineries, a culinary scene rivalling Sydney’s, and a constant influx of innovative winemakers, Australia’s oldest wine region has never felt more happening. Situated a two-hour drive northwest of the NSW capital, the Hunter Valley is a favourite weekend escape for city-dwellers.



[image: jpg]

1KONYA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


QUICK BREAK

Stop into 4 Sabor Dessert Bar for an energising coffee and a sweet treat with vineyard views.

[image: barcode]

Scan for wine-trail inspiration.



Get to Know the Hunter’s Founding Wine Families

In the early 1800s, James Busby planted 500 vine cuttings from South America and Europe in Hunter Valley soil, but the region owes its glory today to the likes of the Drayton, Tulloch, Tyrrell and Wilkinson families, who are still pouring the Hunter staples of semillon, chardonnay and shiraz at their cellar doors generations later. Start with the superior views at 1 Audrey Wilkinson, perched in the foothills of the Brokenback Range, before a hop next door to 2 Tulloch Wines for a shiraz and 3 Drayton’s Family Wines, further down the road, for a semillon. All three are within a 10-minute drive of each other in Pokolbin.

Roam the 14-Hectare Hunter Valley Gardens

Wine might take the spotlight, but the 5 Hunter Valley Gardens charms with themed landscapes, including a journey straight from the pages of a storybook. Allocate at least three hours to exploring the grounds, and try to time your visit to coincide with events such as the Christmas Lights Spectacular. Tickets to the gardens ($29) can only be booked online.

The Ultimate Wine Trail in a Day

Only have a day? Buckle up; here’s a whirlwind tour of the Hunter Valley’s central region, Pokolbin. Start with an outdoor tasting at 7 Keith Tulloch Winery before winding down the road to 8 Leogate Estate Wines’ manicured lawns for a tasting in the courtyard, then hop across the road to 9 Tyrrell’s Wines (pictured) to sip the awarded Vat 1 Semillon. Continue along Broke Rd to 10 Vamp by Lisa McGuigan, a monochrome barn next to 11 Pokolbin Distillery, for knight’s-armour decor and a standout rosé. The McGuigan and Peterson families are well-known winemaking names in the region, and in 2017 they jointly acquired 12 Ben Ean. Brought back to life, the historic site is filled with premium bottles of Hunter Valley wine and a handsome restaurant that’s a perfect stop for a long lunch. Next door is 13 Usher Tinkler Wines, where a next-generation winemaker is pushing boundaries in a renovated church.


QUICK WINE STOP

Pressed for time? 6 Wine House has the region’s finest wines under one roof. Pop in to try iconic wines or sample the latest styles emerging from the valley.
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Paddock-to-Plate Dining at Its Finest

Drive 20 minutes west of Pokolbin to discover Broke Fordwich – a tiny village often overlooked by visitors. Mingle with charismatic locals including Lisa Margan, who runs the valley’s leading farm-to-fork restaurant, 17 Margan, where a tour of the on-site garden and farm is followed by a seasonal tasting menu ($110) and paired wines. Need something closer to Pokolbin? 18 Muse offers a five-course menu ($155) in a consistently booked-up dining room. Secure a table early. For something more affordable, follow a tree-lined driveway to 19 Circa 1876, a historic cottage with an eye-line view of the kitchen garden whose produce is served on your plate.


PLANNING TIP

Serving Central Pokolbin, iHop Hunter Valley ($75 per half-day) offers a driving service covering 40 venues. Book at least a day ahead; a downloadable map and timetable are provided.



Meet a New Generation of Winemakers

Breaking from convention, Scott and Missy Comyn produce small-batch wines that you can taste in an edgy, art-filled cellar door, 20 Comyns & Co. It occupies a converted antique store tucked at the rear of boutique shopping destination Peppers Creek Village. Discover Hunter Valley styles with inventive twists and rule-defying blends dressed with art-forward labels designed by Scott’s brother. The best-selling ‘Popsy’ captures attention, but surrender to a tasting and you might leave with a few bottles in tow.


IN BLOOM

Visit during spring for blooming gardens and the start of the concert season, best experienced at 14 Roche Estate, 15 Hope Estate and 16 Bimbadgen.



Forage Gourmet Goods

Amid fertile farmlands, local artisans make everything from cheese to condiments, all of them perfect for your picnic basket. Visit 21 Binnorie Dairy for a free cheese tasting at the counter and to load up on cured meats and crackers. Cooler bags are available to keep your produce chilled. A 10-minute drive away is 22 Pukara Estate, sandwiched between a cafe and a cellar door, where you can sample olive oils and vinegar as well as fresh bread. For something sweet, 23 Cocoa Nib, the valley’s own Willy Wonka experience, is up the road.

Keeper Talks at Hunter Valley Wildlife Park

A visit to the 24 Hunter Valley Wildlife Park (pictured) makes a refreshing break from the wineries, especially for families with children. Near the entrance you’ll find Australian animals, including Tasmanian devils. These critically endangered marsupials have evolved to smell something like a wet dog. Exotic animals, such as meerkats and lions, are found further into the park. Daily keeper talks provide more information about the residents, such as koalas’ sleeping habits and the environmental threats these tree-dwellers face.


CAR RENTAL

Central Coast and Newcastle trains run daily from Sydney’s Central Station, but within the Hunter region public transport is limited. A car is the best option for exploring the valley’s towns.



Bike Down Palmers Lane

Grab a bike from the 25 Grapemobile bicycle-hire tin shed on Palmers Lane and pedal down an unsealed road that’s home to six wineries. Near the end, pause at the purple house to meet the 26 Moorebank family of winemakers (and Stella the red kelpie). Try crowd-pleasers including The Sons Sparkling Merlot or the bubbly surprise of Moorescato, all made with a focus on sustainable viticulture practices. Don’t walk away without sampling the spicy grape sauce crafted from estate-grown semillon – it’s a cherished 102-year-old family recipe.


ALL-INCLUSIVE WINE TOURS

Simplify your planning by joining a full-day winery tour with Boutique Tours Australia or Autopia Tours. Tastings, lunch and transportation to and from Sydney are all included.
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Chase a Thrill at Go Karts Go Hunter Valley

In a wine region, a 27 go-kart track might seem surprising, but this expansive 850m-long course is fun for the whole family. Junior go-karts cater to kids as young as five. Take a thrilling ride around the largest and speediest four-stroke outdoor go-kart track in the valley. Make sure to secure your spot with a booking, especially during the summer holidays (December to February).


STAYING IN THE VALLEY

The valley is known for its spa resorts and country estates, but small hotels and motels in Pokolbin are budget-friendly, with farm stays and train-carriage suites offering more remote options.
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Family Travel

Sydney's proximity to iconic landmarks, expansive parks and harbourside beaches makes it a great choice for family trips. Organise attractions by neighbourhood to minimise travel, which will allow you to keep kids engaged throughout each day.



Is Sydney Good for Kids?

Sydney rolls out the red carpet for families, with stroller-friendly streets, safe swimming beaches, and pocket parks in nearly every neighbourhood. Dive into culture and art at interactive museums while keeping your wallet happy with countless free activities. Australia's pub culture welcomes kids of all ages, with dedicated family areas and playgrounds.




PLAYGROUNDS

There are over 400 playgrounds in Sydney, spread across harbour beaches and regional parklands.

Scan the QR code to find one near your accommodation or the attractions you plan to visit.
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Save Money on Museums & Attractions

A Sydney Multiple Attraction Pass covers the Big Bus and up to four sights, including the Australian Museum, the Museum of Contemporary Art, The Rocks Discovery Museum, the Powerhouse Museum and the Art Gallery of NSW. A cost-effective alternative to climbing Sydney Harbour Bridge is to take the train to Milsons Point and walk across the bridge to get back to the city.
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Eating Out

Sydney's cafes and restaurants offer diverse kids' menus and beverages. Markets are a great stop for ready-to-go kid-preferred picnic meals.


Public Transport

Kids under three ride free, and four- to 15-year-olds get discounted rates with a Youth Opal card.



Cockatoo Island Scavenger Hunt

Explore a different side of Sydney at Cockatoo Island, a brief ferry ride from Circular Quay. Engage children in the island's jail history by picking up a complimentary activity book at the visitor centre.







Accommodation

Sydney's city-centre harbourside hotels come at a premium. Look for budget-friendly options in nearby neighbourhoods and across the bridge.


Where to Stay if you Love…

Bar-Hopping, Food & Nightlife

Surry Hills Be it a laneway Japanese bar serving pork-belly bao or an Italian wine bar with live music, Surry Hills oozes young, hip and cool.


HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN

Hostel dorm bed $60

Boutique hotel $335

Central hotel $195



Designer & Boutique Shopping

Paddington Take advantage of budget lodgings on the doorstep of Sydney's designer-shopping strip, where restored heritage shopfronts beckon.


OUR PICK

We Love to Stay in…

Potts Point.

Between Circular Quay and Sydney's eastern suburbs is the charming enclave of Potts Point. This elegant neighbourhood boasts French bistros and is just steps from Sydney's clubbing strip, Kings Cross. Party hard, then head home to peace and quiet. Bondi Beach and the city centre are also just a short bus ride away.



Museums & History

The Rocks Budget-friendly rooms above historic pubs are conveniently close to major museums and galleries but can be noisy and touristy at night.

Architecture & Art

Chippendale An unembellished creative hub with galleries, street art, vertical gardens scaling modern buildings, and laneway eateries and pubs, Chippendale is always buzzing.

Culture & Clubbing

Newtown Come nightfall, a lively stretch of clubs, dive bars and late-night dumpling joints pulses with raucous energy. By day, enjoy bookshops, art galleries and vintage shops.







Food, Drink & Nightlife

Sydney's Dining Scene on a Budget

Bypass upmarket inner-city spots and head to Chinatown or weekend markets for pocket-friendly meals. Indulge in lunch specials or head to outer suburbs for diverse budget choices, such as a Japanese bento lunch box for around $15. Don't overlook food courts and takeaway shops for satisfying, affordable lunches.
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A NO-WASTE APPROACH

Sydney's dining scene is increasingly adopting a zero-waste ethos. Expect responsibly sourced seafood and innovations such as salted-caramel cocktails made with Murray cod fat.




SANDWICH REVIVAL

Sandwich-lovers, rejoice! Malibu in Surry Hills, Oti' in the city centre and Kosta's in Circular Quay assemble packed-to-the-brim sandwiches for less than $20. Marrickville Pork Roll is famous for its banh mi (crunchy Vietnamese rolls) and Sandoitchi in Darlinghurst offers up a take on Japan's katsu sando (pork cutlet in milk bread).



Allergies & Intolerances

Sydney venues are well versed in accommodating food allergies and intolerances. When your party is seated, your server will likely ask if anyone at your table has dietary restrictions. Many restaurants cater to specific needs, offering options free from dairy, gluten, nuts and other allergens. Menus often feature gluten-free and vegan or vegetarian symbols, or you can inquire with your server.

How to… Pay the Bill

As a rule, your bill won't be presented until you ask for it. In some instances, you pay and order at the counter before you sit down.

Splitting the bill Several venues in Sydney enforce a 'no split bill' policy.

Paying with cash Some Sydney restaurants and cafes have embraced a 'no cash' approach. However, beachside fish-and-chip shops and most small businesses in Chinatown continue to accept cash payments.

Tipping In Australia, tipping isn't expected, as a service charge is typically included in the bill. Australia's relatively high wages mean there's no need for additional tips. If service has been particularly good, you could add 10%



PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to a standard main course.

$ less than $25

$$ $26-50

$$$ more than $50




OPENING HOURS

Cafes 7am to 4pm

Restaurants Noon to 3pm and 6pm to 10pm; sometimes shut Sunday, Monday and Tuesday

Fast-food joints 24 hours, or 11am to midnight



Going Out

The after-dark scene Most of Sydney's nightlife can be found in its pubs and bars, particularly in the trendy neighbourhood of Newtown, where late-night music venues meet new-age natural wine bars. Kings Cross is well known for its party scene, with a nightclub strip and underground dive bars. For something low-key, the Caterpillar Club in the city centre is a moody spot for a nightcap.

When to go Pubs are open from noon till late, and bars open at around 5pm. If you're into nightclubs, don’t show up before midnight.

At the door Each club has a dress code. As a rule of thumb, avoid sportswear, activewear, thongs (flip-flops) and torn clothing.

ivy Precinct This lively entertainment hub in the heart of the city centre is spread across two levels, with a dance floor, a cocktail lounge and a rooftop pool bar. Saturday's iconic Poof Doof night buzzes with LGBTIQ+ spirit.
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HOW MUCH FOR A

Bacon-and-egg roll
$10

Fish and chips 
$20

Scoop of ice cream
$7

Coffee 
$5

Glass of wine 
$12

Pint of beer 
$7

Cocktail 
$20









LGBTIQ+ Travellers

Sydney is home to a vibrant LGBTIQ+ community. Legal safeguards and a generally high level of social acceptance create a warm, inclusive environment.


Sydney's Gaybourhoods

Pulsating with rainbow energy, Darlinghurst hosts the iconic Sydney Gay & Lesbian Mardi Gras parade every March. Explore its eclectic bars, clubs and cafes, and make time for one of the neighbourhood's popular weekend drag brunches.

Renowned as Sydney's LGBTIQ+ epicentre, Darlinghurst's Oxford Street is alive with pulsing clubs, a host of events, and historic venues.

Surry Hills' hip hangouts and bustling social scene foster a thriving LGBTIQ+ community, but the scene here isn't as overt as Darlinghurst's rainbow-flag-lined streets. Take your pick among themed cocktail bars, wine bars and boutique shopping. Keep an eye out for the rainbow crossing at the intersection of Campbell and Bourke St.

Newtown offers a quirky, inclusive vibe with its alternative scene. Explore LGBTIQ+friendly venues, vintage stores and street art, all celebrating individuality and creativity.


OUR PICKS

By Day of the Week

MONDAY Kinsella
Go-go dancers.

TUESDAY Bearded Tit
Art, booze and a lot of tattoos.

WEDNESDAY Imperial Erskineville
Delicious drag brunch.

THURSDAY Oxford Hotel
Drag meets Cards Against Humanity.

FRIDAY Palms on Oxford
For '90s bangers.

SATURDAY ivy Precinct
Poof Doof club night.

SUNDAY Beresford Hotel
Popular with gay men.




PRIDE

In March, Oxford St, Flinders St and Anzac Pde are awash with glitter, leather and tulle throughout the Sydney Gay & Lesbian Mardi Gras, aka 'gay Christmas'.
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PRIDE WALKS

Join Robert French and the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence for guided history walks, or explore independently with the Sydney Culture Walk app.
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Resources

● fusemagazine.com.au Weekly online magazine Fuse has travel advice and info on events in Sydney and beyond.
● timeout.com/sydney/lgbt A go-to guide to Sydney's LGBTIQ+ scene, including queer beaches, best party spots and weekly event updates







Health & Safe Travel

Australia's stable politics and low crime rate create a safe travel destination. Solo travellers will find welcoming locals, but as always, remain vigilant.


Wildlife

Understanding Australia's wildlife is crucial to enjoying your stay. Encounters with deadly animals are rare, but it pays to take some basic precautions. Avoid swimming at dawn and dusk, when sharks are most active, and choose patrolled beaches rather than fishing spots. Heed crocodile warnings. Don't disturb spider webs. While camping, shake out your shoes before you put them on. Wear enclosed footwear while hiking. Anti-venom is readily available for all dangerous snakes in Australia.


DRIVING

You need a current licence from your home country to drive in Australia. Drive on the left. The blood-alcohol limit is 0.05%. Heavy fines apply if you're caught speeding or drink driving. Avoid driving in rural areas at dusk and dawn, when wildlife is most active.




Insurance

Australia has health-care agreements with 11 nations including the UK. Travel insurance is strongly recommended.




QUICK INFO

Security

Avoid walking alone at night with headphones on, and stay in well-lit areas.

Sun Safety

Limit sun exposure in the middle part of the day.

Marijuana

Cannabis consumption (without prescription), possession and sale are illegal in Australia.



In the Bush

Hiking in Australia requires preparation. Always stay on marked trails. Pack triple the amount of water you think you'll need and bring energy-rich snacks such as muesli bars. Wear sturdy boots, a sun hat, and layers so you're equipped for changing weather. Tell someone where you're going and when you expect to be back.


SWIMMING

Swim between the red-and-yellow flags, where lifeguards patrol the water. If caught in a rip, stay calm, float, and raise your arm to signal for help.









Responsible Travel

Follow these tips to leave a lighter footprint, support local and have a positive impact on communities.


Wildlife

Seeing Australia's wildlife ranks high on many travel bucket lists. Support local businesses and conservation projects by visiting animals in the wild. EcoTreasures offers coastal-conservation experiences in Manly, including guided walks and snorkelling tours. Explore the Blue Mountains' rich biodiversity and Indigenous heritage with Wolgan Valley Eco Tours. If a zoo visit suits you better, Taronga Zoo is a non-profit organisation directing funds towards vital conservation projects across Australia.
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Give the Animals Space

It can be tempting to touch and feed wild animals, including birds, but it's best to leave them alone and admire them from a distance.
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OUR PICK

Return & Earn

Recycle cans and bottles at Return and Earn sites, automated depots and over-the-counter spots in Sydney. Keep or donate the 10-cent-per-article refund.



Sustainable Dining

Sydney's dining scene champions sustainability with inventive flair. The Blue Door in Surry Hills sources local wine and produce, while Re- in South Eveleigh crafts cocktails from neighbouring restaurants' food waste. Daintree Sydney donates proceeds to rainforest conservation, and at Saint Peter in Paddington, Josh Niland's award-winning scale-to-tail philosophy has redefined seafood consumption.

Resources

● greengetaways.com.au/green-hotels-in-australia Database of sustainable accommodation options in Sydney and beyond.
● whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/tags/sustainability Local-government resource for info on sustainable programme



BUSHFIRES

During dry weather and summer (December to February), remain vigilant about fire safety. Heed total fire bans, use designated barbecue pits, dispose of glass properly, and fully extinguish cigarettes with water to prevent fires.



Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Culture

Embrace sustainable travel by honouring Indigenous cultures and supporting local initiatives to preserve and share cultural practices. Learn about Sydney's Aboriginal heritage aboard the Tribal Warrior cultural cruise, where you'll hear rich narratives of the Gadigal and Guringai people. Explore climate-conscious exhibits at the Australian Museum and taste native foods on an Aboriginal Bush Tucker Tour at the Royal Botanic Garden. Take part in the BridgeClimb Burrawa Aboriginal Experience, led by First Nations guides. Remember to seek permission before photographing people or culturally significant monuments, and don't touch or damage rock paintings or carvings.


BIKE SHARING

Pedal across Sydney on a Beam electric bike, conveniently found in various locations.

Scan the QR code to download the app and locate a nearby bike.
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Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when travelling, and the importance of making changes where we can. Lonely Planet urges all travellers to engage with their travel carbon footprint. Many airlines and booking sites offer travellers the option of offsetting the impact of greenhouse gas emissions by contributing to climate-friendly initiatives around the world.

There are many carbon calculators online that allow travellers to estimate the carbon emissions generated by their journey; try resurgence.org using the QR code.
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Accessible Travel

Public Transport

Sydney's public transport accommodates wheelchairs, scooters and strollers on the metro, light rail, trains, buses and ferries. Older wharves may have access limitations. At train stations, the wheelchair symbol denotes accessible entrances. The Transport NSW Trip Planner and transport apps offer tailored information. Assistance animals are allowed on all NSW public transport.


OUR PICK

The Art Gallery of NSW aids accessibility with dedicated parking and drop-off zones for wheelchair users. Free handheld magnifying lenses, large-print labels and EnChroma glasses, along with tactile and sensory tours support visitors with impaired vision. For deaf and hard-of-hearing visitors, audio-induction loops provide clear sound in the Domain Theatre and Centenary Auditorium in the South Building. In the North Building, hearing loops are available in Meers Hall, the Learning Studio and the Media Lab. Access programs must be booked two weeks ahead.



Street Signs

Sydney has 2100 Braille and raised-letter signs, the most comprehensive network in Australia. These allow blind people or those with low vision to touch-read street names and building numbers. The signs also feature at every pedestrian crossing.

Accessible Pubs & Clubs

Sydney's nightlife places, notably venues in The Rocks and speakeasy bars, have challenges including stairs and limited room, but efforts are underway to improve the situation. Contact individual venues for information before you visit.


ACCOMMODATION

Most Sydney hotels are accessible, with more options near major attractions. City Airbnb apartments usually have lifts, and hostels including Sydney Harbour YHA have accessible rooms, although hotels provide more services.




PUBLIC TOILETS

Accessible toilets often have cleanliness issues. Ambulant toilets can be few and far between. Scan the QR code for a map that can be filtered to show accessible toilets in Sydney.
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Resources

● www.vacayit.com/experience App for audio tours in Sydney







Nuts & Bolts

Opening Hours

Opening hours vary widely. In regional areas, cafes close at 3pm, restaurants at 8pm and shops at 5.30pm.

Cafes 7am–4pm

Restaurants Noon–3pm and 6pm–10pm. Sometimes shut Sunday, Monday and Tuesday

Shops 9.30am–6pm Monday–Wednesday and Friday, 9am–9pm Thursday, 10am–6pm Saturday and Sunday

Supermarkets 7am–9pm

Clubs 8am–2am Thursday to Saturday; some venues 24 hours
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QUICK INFO

Time zone Australian Eastern Standard Time (GMT +10)

City code +02

Emergency number 000

Population 5.3 million



ELECTRICITY

Type I 230/50Hz
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Smoking

Smoking and e-cigarette use are prohibited in designated outdoor public spaces within 10m of children's play equipment, at public swimming pools, and within spectator areas at sports grounds or recreational venues hosting organised events.

Public Holidays

Shops, banks, offices and many businesses close on the following public holidays. Some restaurants, bars and cafes are open but with shorter hours.

New Year's Day 1 January

Australia Day 26 January

Good Friday (Friday before Easter Sunday) March/April

Easter Monday (Monday after Easter Sunday) March/April

Anzac Day 25 April

King's Birthday Second Monday in June

Labour Day First Monday in October

Christmas Day 25 December

Boxing Day 26 December
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Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travellers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you are happy to have your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/legal.
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The key to the perfect trip

Lonely Planet eBooks make trip planning and
on-the-road travelling easier than ever

1. Discover amazing experiences

Gorgeous photos of top sights with links
to author recommendations help you
plan where to go.

Montenegro’s Top 16

Sveti Stefan

© Sights

Sveti Stefan Beach
The main point of coming]
time horizontal as possib)

3. Plan your perfect trip

Search for destinations, bookmark
favourites and add notes to
customise your guide.

2. Content when you need it

Downloading eBooks on the road is
simple, and you can carry as many
guides as you need.

4., Essential online travel info

Links to the best business and travel
websites bring all the info you need into
one place.

Features you’ll love while on the road...

Central Perth

© sights
2 Bl Tower — —
3 Perth Institute of Contemoo?

Double tap
then pinch
and zoom

Art Gallery of Western Australia
(- ] ar ]

Art Gallery of Western Australia
(e

Map links to reviews mean
you can find info quickly.
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Zoom-in maps make it easy ! Offline maps mean no
i to navigate in a new place. data-roaming charges.
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