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The Journey Begins Here
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The Gherkin | LUKASZ PAJOR/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

There’s energy in this ever-evolving metropolis that I’ve not seen elsewhere. As a Londoner, I’m proud of my city’s diverse DNA and this is mirrored in its varied attractions. It’s here you can try flavours from Earth’s furthest corners and watch plays in centuries-old theatres. It’s here you can learn what’s humanly possible at huge free museums or picnic next to royal palaces and cruise around on narrowboats, before dancing the night away with drag queens. Bring manners but have a sense of humour, understand tradition but be open-minded, and you’ll soon realise there’s no better city adventure.
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Jade Bremner @jadebremner, @jadeob

Born and bred in London, Jade has written more than 45 books for Lonely Planet, and lived in four different continents, but the endlessly captivating city she calls home always draws her back.

 

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

Vivienne Dovi @travellingwithmelanin

Raised in London, Vivienne writes about travel, food and lifestyle.

Steve Fallon steveslondon.com

Steve is a qualified London Blue Badge Tourist Guide.

Tharik Hussain @_tharikhussain

Tharik is a writer specialising in hidden heritage.

James Wong @boxojames

James is a travel writer raised in East London.

Tamsin Wressell @tamsinwressell

Tamsin writes about sustainability in travel and LGBTIQ+ issues.






THE BEST

Museum Experiences

London’s supreme and varied museums are cavernous places that people of all ages can enjoy. They contain unfathomable collections from around the world, covering all interests and persuasions and spanning more than two million years.
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Tour the permanent collection of works, including the Rosetta Stone and the Parthenon Marbles, at the British Museum. (pictured)
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Go underground to the Churchill War Rooms, occupied by Prime Minister Winston Churchill and his government during WWII.

Be mesmerised by exhibitions that cover seven floors at the Science Museum, with giant space rockets and interactive experiments for all ages.

See animatronic dinosaurs and millions of specimens from the natural world at the Natural History Museum, located inside a striking cathedral-like Gothic building.

Occupy the little ones for hours at the Young V&A’s vast collection of childhood-related objects, located inside a multimillion-pound refurbished museum. (pictured)
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THE BEST

Park Experiences

The city’s 3000 green spaces, including eight Royal Parks, are open to all. They’re places to find respite from the city’s fast pace, and to picnic, listen to live music, spot wildlife and play sports.
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Admire the colourful flora and birds at St James’s, a 23-hectare urban park adjacent to Buckingham Palace, the King’s official London residence. (pictured)
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Walk the green hills of Greenwich Park for gorgeous city views, and visit the Royal Observatory, the Meridian Line and longitude 0, where all other places on Earth are measured from.

Explore Victoria Park, aka the ‘People’s Park’, which opened for the impoverished in 1845 and is now a hipster hangout, with two excellent cafes and stand-out kids’ playgrounds.

Join the locals who pack out Green Park’s little verdant oasis in Mayfair on deckchairs and over picnic lunches in the summer months. (pictured)
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THE BEST

Market Experiences

Dating back hundreds of years, the city’s market scene remains strong today despite the introduction of high-street shops and department stores. Many have retained their old-school cockney vibes while integrating London’s ethnically diverse population.
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Columbia Road Flower Market | CSP/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Roam around an eccentric collection of bric-a-brac and antiques in Covent Garden, such as you’d expect to see in a small English country fair.

Bargain hunt at the Bermondsey Antiques Market, with collector’s items galore and the chance to pick up a rare heirloom.

Breathe in the smells of Columbia Road Flower Market, where traders tout flowers and herbs. Carol singers serenade shoppers at Christmas.

Greenwich Market is the place for independent traders selling unique, often entirely handcrafted, home and fashion items.





THE BEST

Art-Viewing Experiences

Art and design has long been used as a tool to challenge social norms in London, from the reformist Pre-Raphaelites to the ironic pop art of the ’50s. Galleries and workshops represent every style of design.

See some of Europe’s masterpieces, including Van Gogh’s Sunflowers, at the National Gallery in Trafalgar Sq.

Don’t miss the free Tate Modern, a global beacon for modern- and contemporary-art fans with an outstanding (and free) collection of greats.

View hundreds of emotional and revealing portraits of royals, scientists, politicians and celebrities at the National Portrait Gallery. (pictured)
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Gaze upon exceptional British artworks from across the centuries, showcased at Tate Britain. (pictured)
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Catch exhibits of both up-and-coming and big-name artists at the intimate and always relevant Serpentine Gallery in Hyde Park.





THE BEST

Under-the-Radar Experiences

Beyond the popular attractions are wondrous discoveries to be made all over London. From speakeasies and peculiar museums to graveyards with celebrity residents, the city continues to amaze those who go off the beaten track.
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Seven Dials Market | JONO PHOTOGRAPHY/ SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Sample independent street food, bars and sweet treats at Covent Garden’s Seven Dials Market.

Step inside Sir John Soane’s Museum, the former home to one of Britain’s greatest architects, kept as it was in 1837 and filled with treasures. (pictured)

[image: jpg]

S KOZAKIEWICZ/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Hit some pins in Rowans Tenpin Bowl’s retro alley, decorated with dated Americana. This cult-classic venue turns into a party on Fridays. (pictured)
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Go on a northeast London brewery crawl along Blackhorse Beer Mile for some of the city’s finest hoppy drinks.

Eat unapolagetically bold flavours at FKABAM, offering a riot for your tastebuds with a side of heavy metal music.





THE BEST

Historic Experiences

London’s 20-century-long history can be seen everywhere, from chunks of the original London Wall that once protected it to cobbled lanes and Gothic gargoyles above. The landmarks offer an evocative chance to peer into the past.

Learn where London began at the Tower of London, a giant castle with a huge moat on the River Thames. (pictured)
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A cathedral has occupied the site of St Paul’s since 604 CE, now a magnificent domed building with stellar views.

For centuries, the Gothic Westminster Abbey has been the backdrop to royal occasions, from coronations to weddings.

Take pictures of the world’s most photographed clock on Elizabeth Tower, home to the bell known as Big Ben.

Climb aboard the Cutty Sark, the last of the great clipper ships to sail between China and England in the 19th century, now landlocked in Greenwich. (pictured)
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THE BEST

On-the-Water Experiences

The River Thames has long been a source of water and trade for Londoners. The city’s docks and canals once brought in goods from far and wide, and these are still buzzing spots to explore.
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Locks at Camden Market | MAREMAGNUM/GETTY IMAGES ©

Watch a Victorian lock in action on Camden’s canalside, before filling up at Camden Market’s international food stalls nearby.

Learn what life was like for nomadic families living on narrow boats at the London Canal Museum, then cruise through Islington Tunnel on a tour.

Read pages at the Word on the Water floating bookshop, a 1920s Dutch barge stuffed with tomes on Regent’s Canal.

Grab a pint at the Prospect of Whitby, opened in 1502, where sailors and smugglers, plus Charles Dickens and Samuel Pepys, once drank.

Join an adrenaline-pumping Thames Rockets all-speed boat ride along the river, twisting and turning to the famous Thames Barrier.





THE BEST

Eating Experiences

With more than 120 cuisines represented in the capital, it’s not so much a case of eating out, but of getting to know the vast and vibrant communities that live in the city while having a delightful meal.
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Have an extravagant treat at elegant art-deco British brasserie The Wolseley, open all day in Mayfair.

Turn up the flavours on your taste buds at Islington’s FKABAM, serving inventive dishes with a side of heavy metal. (pictured)
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Try real Bangladeshi food at Graam Bangla in Brick Lane, including spicy catfish on the bone and delicious curries.

Line up and wait your turn at Bao in Soho for tasty steamed Taiwanese buns with a twist. (pictured)
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THE BEST

Shopping Experiences

You can purchase almost everything in London and it’s hard to leave without a stuffed suitcase. Shopping experiences run the gamut from historic markets and streets packed with designers to boutique-filled back streets and specialist shops.
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Like no other department store, Harrods is a tourist destination, a bling Dubai-style mall that’s packed with designers and an elegant food hall.

Peruse boutique and vintage stalls, and sample mouthwatering street food at the historic East End-turned-hipster Broadway Market.

Hundreds of vendors sell bohemian threads in Camden Market, the live-music capital of London.

Hamleys, the largest and oldest toy emporium in the world, has six floors of toys, with samples to play with.





THE BEST

Thrilling Experiences

When you’ve overdosed on London’s history and culture, get a new perspective on the city’s big attractions with these heart-pumping experiences offering speed, thrills and vertigo-inducing heights.

Descend into the macabre London Dungeon for nerve-jangling encounters with actors dressed as harrowing figures. (pictured)
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Walk the rim of the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium on the Dare Skywalk, 46m above the pitch, for an adrenaline rush and soaring London views.

Jump aboard a high-speed rib with Thames Rockets, running adrenaline-pumping rides along the Thames and quick-fire London tours.

Zoom down the world’s tallest and longest slide (a thrilling 178m long) inside the ArcelorMittal Orbit sculpture at the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. (pictured)
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Climb the vertiginous rigging of the Cutty Sark, a historic clipper ship where sailors once perched on poles in the high seas.





THE BEST

Drinking Experiences

Londoners love a drink, and boozing establishments cater to every persuasion. The public house is the most traditional – there are roughly 3500 of them in the capital – or search out everything from fancy cocktail bars to drag club nights…
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Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese | ARNDALE/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

The creaky evocative Spaniards Inn on the edge of Hampstead Heath is where highwayman Dick Turpin supposedly drank between robberies. (pictured)
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A favourite among the indie darlings, Camden’s Hawley Arms was a regular of Noel Fielding, the Libertines and Amy Winehouse.

For a heavy dose of pop, dancing and LGBTIQ+ culture, including regular drag shows, G-A-Y is a staple on the scene. (pictured)
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Charles Dickens used to drink at Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese, dating to the 1500s. Follow the narrow passageways to multiple drinking rooms with low ceilings.

Inside the St Pancras Hotel, the stunning tiled Gothic Bar has deep red drapes and cathedral-like windows, and serves champagne and absinthe cocktails.





THE BEST

City View Experiences

Get up high and see the Big Smoke in all its humbling and sprawling glory. Killer views can be appreciated atop historic sights, with a martini in hand at a modern cocktail bar or from a sky-high rooftop garden.
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View from St Paul’s Golden Gallery | COWARDLION/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Sky Garden’s 155m-high rooftop oasis inside the ‘Walkie Talkie’ building offers extraordinary 360-degree views of London among ferns and fig trees. (pictured)
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See London sprawled out below from one of London’s most magnificent buildings, St Paul’s, where the Golden Gallery is located at the top of its vast centuries-old dome.

Sip a cocktail with a jaw-dropping view of the Gherkin at art-deco-style City Social inside Tower 42.

Climb Greenwich Park hill for the past and the future – the historic Royal Observatory in the foreground, and the skyscrapers of Canary Wharf behind.

Survey the kingdom at twilight from one of the highest restaurants in London Duck & Waffle (on the 40th floor of the Heron Tower), serving awesomely executed comfort food. (pictured)
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THE BEST

Performance Experiences

London knows how to put on a show – the city leads the way when it comes to performance, creating mega stars and social change through on-stage art. Catch a show to understand what makes London tick.

Sadler’s Wells hosts modern and ballet to experimental dance in all genres.

Former locomotive engine turntable-cum-Camden gig venue, the Roundhouse is an atmospheric spot to watch notable local and touring musicians. (pictured)
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Designed to resemble a 16th-century playhouse, Shakespeare’s Globe shows the Bard’s works nightly within a circular thatch roof.

One of Europe’s best houses of dance, sat majestically at the edge of the Covent Garden Piazza since 1858, a night at the Royal Opera House is a sumptuous affair. (pictured)
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One of the world’s oldest and most renowned jazz clubs, Ronnie Scott’s has seen Ella Fitzgerald, Nina Simone and Jimi Hendrix grace its stage. It hosts nightly shows in Soho.





Best for Kids

Bounce around on an inflatable aqua-play course in the former Olympic swimming venue at the London Aquatics Centre.

See real space rockets and carry out live experiments in the interactive Wonderlab at the Science Museum.

Older kids can climb the rigging of the historic Cutty Sark ship, before zooming down to ground level via zipline.

Harry Potter fans love the magnificent Harry Potter and the Cursed Child West End show, set 19 years after Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows.

Get up close to creepy crawlies, reptiles and giant mammals at London Zoo before burning off energy at the many Regent’s Park playgrounds.





Best for Free

See the Changing of the Guard for free four times a week at Buckingham Palace, the world’s most famous royal residence.

View contemporary greats at the outstanding Tate Modern art gallery, located inside the refurbished Bankside Power Station.

Peruse the Earth’s largest collection of decorative arts at the Victoria & Albert Museum, filled with ornate ironwork, period dress, Middle Eastern rugs and Asian ceramics.

Watch as superb street performers entertain the crowds in Covent Garden’s elegant cobbled piazza with music, theatre and dance.

Browse the diverse antique, bric-a-brac and vintage clothes stalls that line the streets of Portobello Road Market.







Three Perfect Days

Whether you’ve got one day in the city or more, make the most of your time in London with these itineraries and experiences that you shouldn’t miss.
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Leicester Square | JJFARQ/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

DAY ONE

Only Have One Day?

Morning

Stroll through Leicester Square and Piccadilly Circus, London’s answer to Times Square and Hollywood Boulevard rolled into one, where premieres take place and gigantic lit up billboards glow, before wandering elegant Regent Street, where Neo-Baroque facades tower above shops.

Afternoon

Eat Peking duck in Chinatown (pictured), London’s hub of Far East culture, before heading to cobblestoned Covent Garden Piazza. Once a 1630s fruit and veg market, it’s now home to craft vendors and street performers. Learn about the oldest transit network on Earth at the London Transport Museum.

Evening

Catch an early dinner at Rules, with its very British menu and dining room, before watching a show at an old West End theatre.
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DAY TWO

A Weekend Trip

Morning

Explore the endless curiosities of the Natural History Museum, housing 80 million specimens inside a spectacular Gothic structure with million-year-old dinosaur remains and an inexhaustible collection.

Afternoon

Wander past Kensington Palace and enjoy lunch at the Serpentine Lido Café, serving sophisticated plates amid tranquil park surrounds.

Evening

Wander the glorious gardens of Hyde Park, before taking a pedalo ride around the Serpentine. Have dinner at a choice of Michelin-starred Kensington haunts headed up by celebrity chefs, such as Restaurant Gordon Ramsay or Dinner by Heston Blumenthal (pictured). Wander the well-heeled King’s Road and grab a nightcap with live jazz at the Pheasantry.
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DAY THREE

A Short Break

Morning

Tour Westminster Abbey (pictured), where every English sovereign has been crowned (bar Edward V and Edward VIII) since William the Conqueror. Wander the South Bank of the River Thames to Tate Modern.

Afternoon

Eat at Borough Market for a smorgasbord of flavour, from farm-fresh cheese to fresh oysters. Cross the Millennium Bridge to St Paul’s Cathedral – climb to the top gallery for soaring views. Step inside the Tower of London, home of the Crown Jewels, before snapping a Tower Bridge pic.

Evening

Dine at Spitalfields Market, serving up everything from Vietnamese noodles to Nigerian curries. Grab a nightcap at the Ten Bells, supposedly where two of Jack the Ripper’s victims had their last drinks.
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If You Have More Time

Head north to take a dip in Hampstead Heath’s natural bathing ponds, before climbing to the top of Parliament Hill, London’s highest natural spot with awesome views. Make your way to Camden, London’s punk rock capital, for vibrant markets filled with band T-shirts and biker boots. Drop down onto the canal and watch slender narrow boats going up and down Camden Lock.

Fill up on eats at Camden’s waterside street food stalls or enjoy a plate of fish and chips and mushy peas at Poppies retro cafe.

Walk east along the canal to King’s Cross to the London Canal Museum, and learn about London’s historic waterways. Stop by King’s Cross Station for a picture with the trolley at Platform 9¾, a tribute to Harry Potter.

Devour small plates and cocktails at hip, upscale Spanish–Mexican restaurant Decimo, with floor-to-ceiling windows looking out onto dramatic London scenes. Or queue for fragrant Malaysian curries at hole-in-the-wall joint Roti King.
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A City Day Trip

Regal Greenwich in South London is the historic home of the Meridian Line – longitude 0. Every place on Earth is measured from here, and visitors can step across the line in leafy Greenwich Park with soaring city views, before visiting the next door Royal Observatory (pictured), which has made various important studies on space and time.

Outside the park, explore the independent stalls of Greenwich Market, and grab a plate at a historic pie house, Goddards at Greenwich, before taking a picture of a famous British clipper. Built in 1869, the Cutty Sark is now landlocked next to the Thames – for a thrill, visitors can climb the rigging, like sailors once did in rough open seas.
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On a Rainy Day

London is well prepared for rainy days, with endless attractions to keep visitors busy. Get lost in the Victoria & Albert Museum’s astounding collection of beautiful things, spanning 5000 years of human creativity, from centuries-old garments to ornate furniture. Families can have hands-on fun and see thousands of artefacts at the Science Museum, while history fans can roam around the three-centuries-old Kensington Palace in Hyde Park. Or shop ’til you drop at Harrods cavernous and garish luxury department store.

In the evening, catch exceptional dance performances at Sadler’s Wells, hosting everything from ballet to salsa, before heading to Hackney Wick (pictured) for a late-night brewery crawl.
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Get Prepared


Book Ahead

Six months before Book big festivals, especially London music festivals.

Six weeks before Book sporting events such as Wimbledon or Premier League football games.

One month before Purchase theatre tickets to popular West End shows, especially those starring big name actors, and reserve Michelin-starred restaurants (book even further ahead for Friday and Saturday night dinners).



Manners Matter

Don’t skip queues, do say please and thank you, and say sorry if you bump into someone. Londoners are in a perpetual rush so don’t be offended if someone says ‘excuse me’ on a Tube escalator (stand on the right) – it just means they would politely like you to move. If you complain in a restaurant, do it discreetly, and be polite to serving staff.

Dress Codes

London is a fashionable place and people dress to impress when going to the city’s higher-end venues, restaurants and events. However, there are also many casual eating and drinking options and attractions, including museums and parks. Check out the venue online ahead of time for an idea of the dress code.

Things to Know

Sundays Most shops open late and close early on Sundays, as do pubs and restaurants – plan ahead so you don’t get caught out.

Free concerts and shows In the summer months, music fans should head to London’s parks, which host regular concerts in bandstands (try Hampstead Heath or Regent’s Park). Sports events are shown on big screens throughout the city, and free movie screenings take place on the canal opposite Granary Sq on the Everyman Screen and at Tower Bridge.

Cheap food Street food and markets are the cheapest ways to eat out in London. Self-catering travellers should download the Too Good To Go app – it reduces food waste by offering leftover food from stores and restaurants before closing time at heavily discounted prices.


TIPPING

The British tip modestly as standard practice and more if the service is superb.
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DAILY BUDGET

BUDGET: Less than £100

• Dorm bed: £12–30

• Market-stall snack or supermarket sandwich: £5–10

• Many museums: free

• Standby theatre tickets: £15–35

• Santander Cycles daily rental fee: £2

MIDRANGE: £100–200

• Double room: £100–200

• Two-course dinner with glass of wine: £40

• Temporary exhibitions: £15–20

• Theatre tickets: £20–70

TOP END: More than £200

• Four-star or boutique hotel room: more than £200

• Three-course dinner in top restaurant with wine: £70–200

• Black cab trip in central London: £20–40

• Top theatre tickets: £70+




Currency

British pound sterling (£)

Language

English

Time

Greenwich Mean Time (GMT)




SALES TAX

British sales tax (VAT) is 20% and automatically applied to goods and bills (it’s often itemised on receipts). International travellers can get a refund at airports and other departure points.
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When To Go

London is a year-round destination, although most people visit in summer, when outdoor attractions come to life, or in winter for Christmas celebrations.


With almost 20 million visitors per year, London is the most-visited city in Europe. It swells in summertime, when mild weather, park life, sporting tournaments and many festivals attract hordes of visitor. Some are put off the rest of the year by London’s grey skies and rain, but there are countless world-class museums, dining options, theatres and a vibrant pub scene, plus discount prices to be had and fewer crowds at sights. Early winter draws people to London’s superb shopping districts and Christmas markets.

The Big Events

July: Europe’s largest Pride parade paints the town in rainbow colours during this annual celebration of human rights. Along with a flotilla, there are numerous concerts, parties, talks and events taking place all over the city.

August: Two million people attend Notting Hill Carnival, Europe’s largest street party, a vibrant three-day celebration of Afro-Caribbean culture, music and food dating back to 1966.
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April: Some 40,000 people run the London Marathon, but more than 100,000 turn up to cheer them on at one of the world’s biggest road races, going through the city from Blackheath to the Mall.

November: The city erupts with fireworks on Guy Fawkes Night, commemorating a failed plot to blow up Parliament in 1605. The best public displays happen in Primrose Hill, Highbury Fields, Alexandra Palace, Clapham Common and Blackheath.

London Weather
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Sporting Events

August to May: Football season runs from the end of summer to late spring. Women’s games have seen record attendance at Arsenal and Chelsea football stadiums in recent years, and tickets are easier to come by than for men’s Premier League games, as are men’s Championship, League One and League Two games.

June & July: For two weeks a year, the world’s best tennis players gather to battle for the championships in Wimbledon. It’s a time of quintessential English fun.

July: On a long summer’s day, cricket fans can watch international test matches at Lord’s and the Oval. Tickets sell via ballot for big matches, and tickets for lower-stakes games are easier to come by.

February & March: Rugby test matches and England’s two to three home games are held at Twickenham Stadium in the annual Six Nations Championship.


ACCOMMODATION LOWDOWN

The cheapest deals can be found in the coldest, wettest months – January, February and March. Hotel prices peak in the summer months and around Christmas. Alternatively, stay further out of central London for cheap deals all year round, then get the Tube into town.







Getting There

London is one of the most connected places in the world. It’s the world’s busiest city airport system by passenger traffic, with six commercial airports. Passengers also arrive by train from other parts of the UK, plus mainland Europe.


From the Airport to the City Centre

Trains

Heathrow Airport The airport is connected to central London via Piccadilly Line on the Tube, the Elizabeth Line and Heathrow Express. Journey times vary from 15 minutes to Paddington with the Heathrow Express, and 40 minutes to Liverpool St on the Elizabeth Line.

Luton Airport Luton Airport Parkway is a 10-minute bus ride from the airport and connected by mainline train to St Pancras and Farringdon stations (taking 20 to 30 minutes).

Gatwick Airport This airport is served by the Gatwick Express (roughly 30 minutes) from Victoria Station, and by mainline trains from City Thameslink, London Blackfriars and London Bridge (trains take between 30 and 90 minutes).

Stansted Airport Connected by the Stansted Express to Liverpool St Station in central London (journeys take 35 minutes); also stops in Tottenham Hale on the Victoria Line.

London City Airport Connected by the Docklands Light Railway with stops in Stratford International (20 minutes) and Bank (30 minutes).

Southend Airport Reached by mainline train from Liverpool St Station; journeys take 52 minutes.

Buses & Coaches

A cheaper option, but takes longer. Try National Express services or the Airport Bus Express.

Taxis

Expensive and can take much longer than the train.


Eurostar

High-speed train between London and Paris, plus other destinations. Fares are more expensive than airfares; book way in advance.



Other Points of Entry

Border Crossings

Vehicles can arrive from mainland Europe via passenger ferries (foot and car) or LeShuttle and the 30-mile Channel Tunnel, connecting Folkestone with Coquelles, France. Upon entering the UK, it’s around 75 miles to London.





Getting Around

London is enormous, but extremely well connected. Many save money on accommodation by staying outside central London and near a Tube station – the Underground whizzes visitors to attractions all over the city. When in central London, distances between sights are far shorter, meaning walking and cycling is often the quickest option.


Underground

The oldest underground railway system in the world has 272 stations on 11 lines. It’s often the most reliable way to beat London’s traffic. Twenty-four-hour Night Tubes run on Central, Jubilee, Northern, Piccadilly and Victoria lines on Friday and Saturday nights. Other lines run from around 5.30am to 12.30am.
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Train

The driverless Docklands Light Railway (DLR), the London Overground and some mainline train services run above ground. These trains (bar some of the older DLR trains) have air conditioning and are definitely preferable to the Tube on hot summer days.
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Bus

London’s famous red buses run all over the city, with electric buses operating in parts of central London. For just £1.75, ride (or crawl) through some of central London’s most scenic routes. Sometimes (particularly at peak times) it can be faster to walk.


ESSENTIAL APP

Download the TfL Go app for maps, journey planning and live updates on bus and train times.
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Bike

One of the cheapest ways to get around London is by renting a Santander Cycle. There are more than 10,000 bicycles available at 800 docking stations around Zone 1 and just beyond. Download the app to find bikes near you.

E-Scooter

Now available in central London, e-scooters can be rented via three companies: Dott, Lime and TIER. Download the relevant apps before a ride – it’s advisable to set up your app before you want to set off as it can take a little time.

Walking

London is hugely walkable, and in fine weather it is the best way to get around compact central London, where small lanes connect ancient villages and multiple attractions. If travelling between fare zones, hop on a bus or the Tube.

Taxi

Famous Black taxis can be flagged down in Zones 1 to 3 – they’re an experience, but not cheap. Rideshares such as Uber, Bolt and FreeNow can be booked via apps, as can local minicabs.

Renting a Car

There are disadvantages to cars – London has small roads, heavy traffic and limited and expensive parking. London also has a Congestion Charge of £15 if you drive within certain zones, and an emissions charge for cars not meeting Ultra Low Emission Zone criteria.

Public Transport Essentials

Oyster & Contactless Cards

The cheapest way to get around London is with a rechargeable Oyster Card (oyster.tfl.gov.uk/oyster/entry.do) or by tapping your contactless card (foreign cardholders should check for extra transaction charges with your card issuer before you travel), with a daily fare cap.

Planning

Plan your journey before you head out. London’s Underground lines have frequent delays and closures, which can turn short journeys into much longer ones if you get stuck. Check the TfL website or the X accounts for live updates on individual lines before you travel.

Cycle Route Planning

As part of the Mayor’s Transport Strategy, more investment is being made in cycle routes and making roads safer for cyclists. Use the Citymapper, Komoot or CycleStreets apps to plan quiet bike-friendly routes.

Tube Etiquette

Londoners move fast, so follow Tube etiquette – stand on the right on escalators to let people in a hurry pass, and always let passengers off the trains before you board. Give up your seats for those who need them, including pregnant, disabled and older travellers. Ideally, get your pass ready before you get to the ticket gate.

Gear & Apparel

• Wear comfortable walking shoes when navigating London. Even if you are riding the Tube or a bus, you’ll have to walk between stops and to your final destination.

• Avoid taking lots of luggage on Tubes and buses where possible. A suitcase is fine but multiple bags will block carriages.

Peak Times

Travel outside peak times – 6.30am to 9.30am, and 4pm to 7pm Monday to Friday – where possible, for cheaper fares and far less crowded buses, trains and Tube carriages.


Travel Costs

Tube/train singles

From £1.80 with Oyster/contactless card

Santander Cycles

From £1.65 for up to 30 minutes

E-scooter rental

£1 to activate then 15p per minute




FARE EVASION

Those caught without a ticket can be charged a penalty fare of up to £80 for a first offence.




TICKETS

Pay-as-you-go fares. (Discounts are available for ticket purchases for longer periods and cover unlimited journeys on buses, trains and the Underground for the period.)


	Ticket validity
	Zones 1 & 2 (£)
	Zones 1, 2 & 3 (£)
	Zones 1, 2, 3 & 4 (£)

	Daily
	8.50
	10.00
	12.30

	Weekly
	42.70
	50.20
	61.40

	Monthly
	164.00
	192.80
	235.80






TICKET ZONES

1

Zone 1 Central London, where the majority of the big attractions are located.

2

Zone 2 Still considered very central, with dozens of big-ticket attractions.

3+

Zones 3 & 4 More residential areas.







A Few Surprises

Relics from the past and peculiar features hide in plain sight all over London. Look closely for these surprising oddities…


Bars in Public Toilets

Public loos are situated around the city, but look more closely and you might notice that all is not as it first seems. Many of London’s subterranean water closets (WCs) have been converted into swish cocktail bars and coffee shops. Tottenham’s High Cross is a pub-like space housed in a former lavatory, serving up ales and pie, CellarDoor on the Strand hosts live burlesque until the wee hours, while Attendant Coffee Roasters in Fitzrovia is a daytime drinking spot in a restored Victorian public convenience, with some original decor! Or, descend into the WC Wine & Charcuterie Bloomsbury for excellent wine and meats.

Gargoyles & Grotesques

Look up when passing the Gothic structures dotted around London to spot weirdly shaped faces and menacing demons carved into stone facades, usually over doorways or windows. Gargoyles and grotesques were popular during the medieval period. They were believed to ward off evil spirits, and guard the buildings and those inside. Crane your neck up when visiting St Pancras Station, the Tower of London, Westminster Abbey, the Natural History Museum and other Gothic architecture sights to spot the peculiar monstrous beasts above.
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Red Telephone Boxes

In their heyday, there were thousands of red phone booths across the capital. The first was introduced in 1921, and they quickly became British cultural icons, with their bold red cast iron exteriors embellished with a gold crown. While most have been removed, red telephone boxes can still be spotted around the city in touristy locations, including in Covent Garden, outside St Paul’s, at St Katharine’s Docks, and at Victoria Embankment. The Parliament Square box, opposite Big Ben, is possibly the most photographed in the city and is still operational.
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Red telephone box, Parliament Square | LUKASZ PAJOR/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Pie & Mash Shops

A true East End delicacy, originating from the Docks a century ago, pie and mash is still served up at historic green-tiled pie saloons. Shops typically have a distinctive look and feel; they’re atmospheric, welcoming, family-friendly spaces with no-frills decor. Many have the original vintage Victorian bottle green tiles, marble countertops, wooden pews, and gold signage. M Manze in Bermondsey dates back to 1902, and is a glowing example of what pie and mash shops looked like in Victorian London. F Cooke in Hoxton is another temple to pie and mash, which has hardly changed in a century. There’s been a Cooke’s shop in London since 1862.
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Notorious Alleys

For a taste of Dickensian London, seek out its historic centuries-old tiny lanes and back alleys, often with cobblestoned streets, original Victorian shopfronts, and vintage street lamps. Artillery Passage near Spitalfields is picturesque and ancient; it runs along the southern boundary of the old St Mary Spital (hospital), dating to medieval times. Restaurants, wine bars and shops along the alley look the part with swinging signs and a Victorian street lamp lighting the path. Rupert Court in Soho, meanwhile, is just as atmospheric. At the end is the Georgian Blue Posts pub, dating to 1739, supposedly named after the posts that marked the boundaries of Soho Fields. Over the years, as the city grew, the lane became more insalubrious with gambling and drinking dens. Now it’s a welcoming spot in the heart of London’s LGBTIQ+ district.

London’s Lost Tunnels

London’s world-famous Tube network is 249 miles long and easy to experience, but it’s also possible to go where members of the public don’t usually go – into the bowels of the stations. Disused tunnels, shafts and passageways lie behind secret doors in Underground stations, and the London Transport Museum organises tours to disused ghost stations including Euston, Charing Cross, Aldwych, Moorgate and Clapham South. You might recognise parts of them from various movies and TV shows including the James Bond flick Skyfall, and Sherlock and Killing Eve.
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OFFBEAT LONDON

• Visit the amphitheatre-like Old Operating Theatre, one of the oldest surviving operating theatres where surgeons would experiment with medical procedures.

• Drink a pint at the Prospect of Whitby, believed to be the oldest pub on the River Thames, and a renowned hang-out for smugglers and pirates.

• Explore the Hunterian Museum, which is filled with more than 2000 preserved animals, plants, bones and body parts, from eyeballs and organs in glass jars.

• Wander through Abney Park Cemetery, a Gothic and creepy burial ground for non–Church of England residents, abolitionists and central London’s overflow.

• Play peculiar games at satirical amusement arcade Novelty Automation – including a Housing Ladder slot machine.







Explore London



Portobello Market & West London

Covent Garden & the West End

Greenwich Park & South London

St Paul’s & the City

Tate Modern & South Bank

Kensington Museums

Hampstead Heath & Camden

Shoreditch & the East End



London’s Walking Tours


Notting Hill

The Best of the West

Greenwich Park & Beyond

Iconic Bridges

South Bank

Kensington

Regent’s Canal

Brick Lane
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Explore

Portobello Market & West London

West London is a vast area with several diverse neighbourhoods. It’s best known for the 1999 film Notting Hill, and for featuring the world’s largest antique market, Portobello Road Market. In the 1950s the neighbourhood became a focus for immigrants from Trinidad. To the east, Paddington has lots of accommodation, plus idyllic Little Venice. Also here is Bayswater, where Queensway is lined with Middle Eastern restaurants. Nearby, Shepherd’s Bush has the largest shopping mall in the country, and Hammersmith has a number of big-event venues, excellent restaurants and a pretty pub-lined stretch of the River Thames.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-ubahngif]X Underground

Notting Hill Gate is how most people access the southern end of Portobello Road Market; it’s on the Central, Circle and District lines, which run to Hammersmith, Paddington and Shepherd’s Bush.

[image: icon-busgif]g Bus

One of the cheapest ways to travel; routes run all over the area along the main thoroughfares and to neighbourhoods not directly on a Tube line.

[image: icon-traingif]d Train

The Heathrow Express runs directly to Heathrow Airport from Paddington (taking around 15 minutes) as does the Elizabeth line (which costs half of the price but takes 30 minutes).


THE BEST

Visit the Aladdin’s Cave of antiques and curios at PORTOBELLO ROAD MARKET on a Saturday.

Explore the next big thing at the cutting-edge DESIGN MUSEUM.

Dance at Europe’s biggest outdoor festival, NOTTING HILL CARNIVAL.

Take a REGENT’S CANAL BOAT TRIP from charming Little Venice.
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1Top Sights

Portobello Road MarketD3




1Experiences

1Design MuseumE5

2Leighton HouseD5

3Museum of BrandsD2

4Kensal Green CemeteryC1

5Notting Hill CarnivalE2

6Rutland ArmsB6

7DoveB6

8Old Ship HammersmithA6

9Emery Walker’s HouseA6

10Little VeniceF1

11London Waterbus CompanyF2

12Jason’s TripF2




5Eating

13AkiraF4

14101 Thai KitchenA5

15Med Salleh KopitiamF3

16TaqueríaE2

17Fish HouseE3

18Portobello Health FoodsD2

19222 Vegan CuisineE6

20FarmacyE2

21The Gate HammersmithC6




6Drinking

22Churchill ArmsE4

23Warwick CastleF1

24Union TavernE1

25TroubadourF6

26Notting Hill Arts ClubE3

27Sindercombe SocialC4

28Quiet Night InnE2

29Kuro CoffeeE3

30Lowry & BakerD2

31AntipodeC6




7Shopping

32Lutyens & RubinsteinD2

33Notting Hill BookshopD2

34Books for CooksD2

35Honest Jon’sD2

36Rough Trade WestD2

37Music & Video ExchangeE3










TOP EXPERIENCE

Portobello Road Market

Popularised by the movie Notting Hill, this huge and charming market attracts swarms of tourists to its filming locations. It’s several markets in one; the real draws, however, are the 1000 traders selling vintage clothes, antiques, bric-a-brac, street food and household items on a half-mile stretch of street.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Most of the shops and some stalls are open daily; the busiest days are Friday and Saturday. Plan to spend around three hours rummaging round, and wear comfortable footwear for walking.

[image: barcode]

Keep up to date with market news and events, or search for a vendor here.



South Portobello Road

Colourful pastel-coloured buildings and cute historic storefronts selling maps, comics, records and Western gear give way to antiques, handmade jewellery, paintings and ethnic market traders at the Notting Hill Gate end of Portobello Rd (roughly from Chepstow Villas as far as Elgin Cres on the west and Colville Tce to the east).

Middle Portobello Road

The stalls dip somewhat downmarket and become more workaday as you move north from Elgin Cres to Talbot Rd – find fruit and veg, secondhand clothing, cheap household goods and bric-a-brac. In and around the area below the Westway, more stalls dispense modern fashion and shoes.

Upper Portobello Road

The enclosed Portobello Green Arcade, with its cutting-edge clothing and jewellery outlets, is a pleasant respite from all the hullabaloo. To the north is vintage clothes heaven, although don’t expect items to be cheap (try your luck haggling). To the northeast is a little lane with a cluster of a couple of dozen street-food outlets, serving up everything from Thai food and burritos to Himalayan momo dumplings and Caribbean goat. If you still haven’t had your fill, move further north to the quieter market stretch by Golborne Rd for household gems, from silver spoons and pink metal garden pelicans to vintage boxing gloves.
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WALKING TOUR

Walk Notting Hill

This vibrant and diverse neighbourhood, with its bustling antique market, pastel-coloured period buildings, arsty vibe and captivating street murals, is best explored on two feet. Soak up the smells, sounds and recognisable filming locations from that famous Hugh Grant movie on this quick tour.


START

Notting Hill Gate Tube

END

Ladbroke Grove Tube

LENGTH

1.5 miles; 1-2 hours

[image: jpg]


1 Coronet Theatre

Exit Notting Hill Gate Tube station on the south side. Just west is the Coronet Theatre from 1898; it stood in as a cinema in the fabulously successful rom-com film Notting Hill. Pay a visit to the Skittle-coloured houses on Callcott St, before crossing Notting Hill Gate at the lights to the junction with Pembridge Rd.

2 George Orwell Plaque

Just up Kensington Park Rd is a pea-green Victorian Cabmen’s Shelter, one of just 13 left and still serving hot drinks. From Pembridge Rd, turn left into Portobello Rd and look up for the plaque at No 22, commemorating erstwhile resident George Orwell, who lodged here with Mrs Craig during the winter of 1927, after resigning from the Indian Imperial Police Force in Burma.

3 Banksy Art?

At No 19 Portobello Rd is a piece of street art often credited to Banksy that says ‘Made You Look!’ spelled out in Scrabble squares. Sceptics say it mimics his style but Banksy couldn’t have created it as the scrabble tiles pictured don’t use the British points system.

4 Pastel Houses

Across from Denbigh Tce, with its pastel-coloured houses loved by Instagrammers, is street art on a larger scale at No 95–97 – a giant gold face mural etched into the stucco by Portuguese artist Vhils.

5 Legendary Bookshops

Further north, at No 142, is a gift shop labelled ‘The Travel Book Shop’. It was used for the exterior shots of William Thacker’s (ie Hugh Grant’s) bookshop in the Notting Hill film. To see the real shop that inspired the filmed one, walk past the Electric Cinema and turn into Blenheim Cres to the Notting Hill Bookshop at No 13.

6 The Blue Door

Cross over Portobello Rd and follow Talbot Rd past All Saints Church to Powys Sq and the landmark former church the Tabernacle, an arts centre that serves as the headquarters of the Notting Hill Carnival. Walk north to Westbourne Park Rd and turn left. The blue door at No 280, just over Portobello Rd, was the entrance to Thacker’s flat in the film. Walk west and turn into Ladbroke Grove; the Tube station of that name is just north.



EXPERIENCES

Delve into the Design MuseumMUSEUM

map Google map

The innovative Design Museum is a must for anyone who’s interested in the history of design. Having moved to new £83-million gasp-worthy premises designed by John Pawson in 2016, the Design Museum now offers a bigger and better line-up of revolving, fee-paying exhibitions featuring big names, such as Ai Wei Wei, in two large galleries on the ground and lower ground floors. Ascend the dramatic staircase to the 2nd floor, where the Crowd Sourced Wall displays iconic consumer products and other items chosen by the public, from the Underground logo to Levi’s jeans. The free main gallery, called Designer Maker User, examines the processes of conception, production and consumption through different objects: televisions, Apple computers, chairs and tableware. The main focus is on how product design has evolved and how it can make the difference between success and failure for items intended for mass production.

Discover the Striking Home of Painter Frederic  LeightonCultural Attraction

map Google map

This palace of a residence, Leighton House, was where Frederic, Lord Leighton (1830–96), one of the most successful artists of the late 19th century, lived. His popular (and pricey) work depicted historical, biblical and classical subjects. The house was built in 1866 with the help of architect and friend George Aitchison, and evolved into a palace of art where prominent pre-Raphaelite painters (whose works bedeck the walls) were entertained.

The centrepiece is the Arab Hall covered with colourful tiles from Greece, Turkey and the Middle East, with a fountain in the centre and a lovely latticed window from Damascus. From Narcissus Hall, ascend the staircase guarded by a stuffed peacock to view Leighton’s two studios (one for winter only) and austere private chamber with its narrow single bed. A new addition, completed in 2022, is linked to the historic house by an impressive helical staircase and has added several temporary exhibition galleries.

Go on a Nostalgic Trip at the Museum of BrandsMuseum

map Google map

The Museum of Brands is a shrine to nostalgia, showcasing up to 12,000 consumer items collected by designer and consumer historian Robert Opie over the past six decades. Set out in chronological order in a ‘Memory Trail’, the exhibits take visitors on a journey through 200 years of consumer culture from Victorian times up to the here and now. You’ll pass everything from familiar toys and games, such as Barbie dolls and Monopoly boards, to well-known breakfast cereals, washing powders and canned soups. The museum is largely of interest to nostalgia-seeking Brits as the brands are almost entirely from the UK.

Explore Kensal Green, a Victorian Valhalla for the Well-HeeledCemetery

map Google map

London traditionally buried its dead in small parish churchyards that, as the population skyrocketed in the first half of the 19th century, became dangerously overcrowded, creating a serious health hazard. An Act of Parliament established the city’s first garden cemetery at Kensal Green in 1832, based on what English visitors had observed at the Cimetière du Père-Lachaise in Paris. Within a decade, another six private boneyards, including the ones at Brompton and Highgate, were established. They are now known collectively as the Magnificent Seven.

For many years, Kensal Green was the most fashionable place in London to be buried, and it became the final resting place of such notables as Charles Babbage, Isambard Kingdom Brunel, Anthony Trollope, and, more recently, Harold Pinter. But real estate here doesn’t come cheap; an adult grave in a ‘prime location’ costs £22,000. The centre of the cemetery is the enormous (and mostly derelict) Greek Revival–style Anglican Chapel from where cemetery tours depart at 2pm on Sunday.

Attend Notting Hill Carnival, the Biggest Summer Party in EuropeCarnival

map Google map

Europe’s biggest outdoor festival hits the streets of Notting Hill every year over the last bank holiday weekend in August. Millions of spectators watch as elaborate floats and tens of thousands of performers wend their way through the streets in a carnival parade, the neighbourhood transformed into an enormous Afro-Caribbean street party.

Each day is different; the main parade involves costumes, makeup and headdresses that defy description and gravity. Samba schools provide Brazilian flavour, and steel bands and calypso performers play music associated with Trinidad. There are 30-odd sound systems, both static and mobile, blaring out everything from reggae to funk, drum’n’bass to soca. Street food is dished out from some 300 stalls.

Hammersmith Riverside PubsPubs

Destinations such as the William Morris Society and Emery Walker’s House on the Thames in Hammersmith are easily reached by following the Lower and Upper Malls footpath, perhaps ducking into any of a trio of pubs along the way. The first is the Rutland Arms (map Google map), the least atmospheric but with an enormous ground-floor terrace. Next is the 17th-century Dove (map Google map), with oodles of character and river views. The Old Ship (map Google map), dating from 1722, is another waterside perch. All three are wall-to-wall with spectators during April’s Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race.


CRUISING THE CANAL

A couple of companies offer leisurely boat trips along the Regent’s Canal to Camden Lock, passing London Zoo along the way. The London Waterbus Company (map Google map) offers between six and nine 45-minute trips a day between April and October, with fewer departures the rest of the year. You can even choose a slightly longer cream-tea trip. Jason’s Trip (map Google map) offers a similar journey in the same months, but has less frequent departures. Book both ahead online.



Rummage Around Emery Walker’s HouseCultural Attraction

map Google map

A five-minute walk to the west of the Morris Society, Emery Walker’s House is an atmospheric time capsule packed with arts and crafts treasures. It was home for three decades to the eponymous typographer and printer, who became best friends with his neighbour. The house is open for guided tours only, which must be prebooked and will lead you through the main rooms: the library, dining room, drawing room and exhibition room with its large collection of hand-blocked Morris & Company wallpapers and textiles, as well as temporary exhibitions. Items to look out for are Morris’ 17th-century library chair and a lock of his hair taken on his deathbed.

Explore Picturesque Little VeniceCanal

map Google map

Supposedly named by the romantic poet Lord Byron, Little Venice is the junction between the Regent’s and Grand Union canals, as well as the entrance to the recently redeveloped Paddington Basin. London’s idyllic nature-dotted canals are peaceful places for a walk, boat or bike ride, but they were once the workhorses that allowed raw materials and manufactured goods to be moved between factory towns and rivers and ports. The Regent’s Canal, built in 1820 and 9 miles in length, links the Paddington branch of the older Grand Union Canal with the Limehouse Basin on the Thames. Coal, grain and other bulk commodities, such as ice imported from Norway, by ship would be loaded onto horse-drawn barges and conveyed here or along the adjoining Grand Union, which runs for 137 miles to Birmingham.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

£ Cheap     £ £ Moderate     £ £ £ Pricey
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Eating

Asian Eats

Akira£££

map Google map

The sushi and robata (chargrilled) specialities at this sublime restaurant located in Japan House are as artfully presented as they are delicious. noon-3pm & 6pm-midnight Tue-Sat

101 Thai Kitchen£

map Google map

This simple place serves the most authentic Thai food in London – from fish cakes and curries to spicy salads. noon-3pm & 6-10.30pm Tue-Sun

Med Salleh Kopitiam£

map Google map

An unusual discovery, this ‘coffeehouse’ serves Malay street-food favourites such as Hainan chicken rice, curry laksa and epic char kuey teow noodles. 8am-9.30pm Mon-Thu, 8am-10pm Fri & Sat, 8am-9pm Sun

Cheap Eats

Taquería£

map Google map

Soft tacos (or margaritas, for that matter) don’t get much better in London than at this casual Westbourne Grove place. noon-11pm

Fish House£

map Google map

This central Notting Hill chippie serves the perfect fresh fish, fried light and crispy and paired with tasty chips. noon-9pm

Portobello Health Foods£

map Google map

One of the first vegan and vegetarian outlets in London, serving tasty salads and hot meals from the counter. 10am-8pm

Veggie Food

222 Vegan Cuisine£

map Google map

This humble noshery serves inventive plant-based dishes such as an asparagus and petits pois burger, and pumpkin and courgette noodle salad. 10am-11pm

Farmacy££

map Google map

Farmacy (get it?) is a large, attractive restaurant serving vegan dishes made from 100% organic produce grown at its farm in Kent. noon-10pm Tue-Fri, 9am-10pm Sat & Sun

The Gate Hammersmith££

map Google map

A ‘plant pioneer’ since 1989, this destination vegetarian restaurant has a varied and inviting menu with great weekend brunches. noon-2.30pm & 5-10.30pm Mon-Fri, noon-10.30pm Sat, noon-9.30pm Sun
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Drinking

Classic Pubs

Churchill Arms

map Google map

Landmark Fuller’s pub renowned for its Winston memorabilia, extravagant Christmas decorations and Thai food served in a lovely conservatory. 11am-11pm Mon-Sat, noon-10.30pm Sun

Warwick Castle

map Google map

Delightful old boozer on a back street in Little Venice, dating to 1867; Sunday lunch is a cut above. noon-11pm Mon-Sat, to 10.30pm Sun

Union Tavern

map Google map

The Union has a lovely terrace along the Grand Union Canal, a decent selection of craft beers and a relaxed appeal. noon-11pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat, to 10pm Sun

Live Music

Troubadour

map Google map

A legendary music venue since 1954, this time-warp still has live music (jazz, folk) most nights downstairs. noon-midnight Mon-Wed, noon-2am Thu, 10am-2am Fri & Sat, 10am-midnight Sun

Notting Hill Arts Club

map Google map

This scruffy-yet-chic basement bar-club mixes underground and retro-music club nights with the odd big pop name. 7am-midnight Mon, 7am-2am Tue-Fri, 8am-2am Sat & Sun

Sindercombe Social

map Google map

Shepherd’s Bush pub with seasonal craft beers; hosts live-music acts (pop, rock, rap) four nights a week. noon-11pm Mon & Tue, to midnight Thu & Sun, to 2am Fri & Sat

Quiet Night Inn

map Google map

Boutique Forest Road Brewery–restored Victorian pub with a small stage and live music. 3pm-11pm Mon-Thu, noon-midnight Fri & Sat, noon-11pm Sun

Coffee

Kuro Coffee

map Google map

This minimalist Japanese place serves some of the best coffee and matcha tea around – as the queues indicate. 7am-5pm Mon-Sat, 8am-5pm Sun

Lowry & Baker

map Google map

The Monmouth coffee served in colourful mismatched crockery is fine and the breakfast offerings are top-notch. 8am-4pm Thu-Tue

Antipode

map Google map

This artisanal cafe serves up coffee as only the Australians know how to make it. 7am-4pm Mon-Thu, 7.30am-11.30pm Fri, 8am-11.30pm Sat, 8am-11.30pm Sun

[image: img]
Shopping

Bookshops

Lutyens & Rubinstein

map Google map

The brainchild of two literary agents, this small but crammed bookstore only sells well-considered titles, not bestsellers. If you are serious about your books, come here. 9.30am-5.30pm Mon-Fri

Notting Hill Bookshop

map Google map

The inspiration behind Hugh Grant’s shop in Notting Hill, there’s always a bevy of fans taking selfies at the door. It’s a general bookshop with a nod to travel and a cosy kids’ section out the back. 9am-7pm


Books for Cooks

map Google map

An endless supply of cookery books from established chefs and the up-and-coming, representing cuisines from around the world. Sample recipes at lunch in the cafe at the back (pictured). 10am-6pm Tue-Sat

Music

Honest Jon’s

map Google map

The Harrods of vintage music shops since 1974, stocking everything from blues and jazz to reggae, soul and funk. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat

Rough Trade West

map Google map

Once home to the punk label of that same name, it sells both vintage and alternative vinyl and secondhand books. 10am-6.30pm Mon, Tue & Thu-Sat, noon-6.30pm Wed, 11am-5pm Sun

Music & Video Exchange

map Google map

A favourite among record collectors around the world since 1967. If you can’t find it here, it’s extinct. Rock and pop on the ground floor, classical and easy listening below, and reggae, soul and funk upstairs. 10am-8pm
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Explore

Covent Garden & the West End

Covent Garden Piazza retains ole English charm. Designed in 1630, it was populated over time by fruit and veg stalls, craft markets and street performers. It is in the West End, which for centuries has housed royals and government officials; today it’s a playground for all, though they can’t necessarily afford to reside there. Most were priced out in the 20th century, cementing the West End as a district of entertainment. For visitors, the spirit is infectious. Free museums, parks and landmarks – from Big Ben to Buckingham Palace – can pack ambitious itineraries, and the varied food scene will satisfy all manner of hunger pangs.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walking

Small cobbled lanes, pedestrianised squares, and little streets mean walking is the best form of transport in these parts.

[image: icon-ubahngif]X Tube

The area is connected by multiple Underground stations, including Covent Garden, Leicester Square and Holborn, among others.

[image: icon-cyclegif]q Bikes

Santander Cycles docking stations are littered around the West End’s streets, and offer a quicker option than walking.

[image: icon-rickshawgif] Rickshaw

Pedal-powered rickshaws can be flagged down (for a fee) if you want to sit back and relax as someone does all the hard work.


THE BEST

See the HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT, easily one of the world’s most famous landmarks.

Explore the more than 2300 works of art at the NATIONAL GALLERY.

Admire King Charles’ official residence, BUCKINGHAM PALACE.

Wander COVENT GARDEN, a historic shopping piazza.
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1Top Experiences

Buckingham PalaceC6

Westminster AbbeyF6

Trafalgar SquareF4




1Sights

1Covent Garden PiazzaG3

2Punch & JudyG3

3London Transport MuseumG3

4British MuseumF1

5Aldwych StationH3

6Madame TussaudsA1

7Chinatown GateE3

8Gerrard’s CornerE3

9Golden PhoenixE3

10YauatchaD2

11Din Tai FungG3

12Theatre Royal Drury LaneG2

13Duchess TheatreG3

14Cambridge TheatreF2

15Royal Opera HouseG2

16Top Secret Comedy ClubG2

17Ronnie Scott’sE2

18Admiral DuncanE2

19G-A-YE2

20She SohoE2

21Ritz LondonC4

22Claridge’sB3

23The DorchesterA4

24Fortnum & MasonD4

25Houses of ParliamentG6

26Tate BritainF6

27Proud EmbankmentH3

28Halfway To HeavenF4

29Phoenix Arts ClubE2

30Churchill War RoomsF6

31No 10 Downing StreetF5

32100 ClubD2

33St James’s ParkE5

34Green ParkC5

35AireG4

36Palace TheatreE2

37House of MinaLimaD2

38Wands and Wizard ExploratoriumE2

39Prince Charles CinemaE3

40Piccadilly CircusE3

41Leicester SquareE3

42Sondheim TheatreE3

43Shaftesbury TheatreF1

44Lyric TheatreE3

45Apollo TheatreE3

46Gielgud TheatreE3

47Piccadilly TheatreD3

48Sounds of the UniverseD2

49Phonica RecordsD2

50Rough Trade SohoD2

51Sir John Soane’s MuseumH1

52London PalladiumC2

53Lincoln’s Inn FieldsH1




5Eating

54The WolseleyC4

55L’Atelier RobuchonC4

5634 MayfairC4

57Sushi KanesakaA4

58AmazonicoC3

59BenaresB3

60RulesG3

61Clos MaggioreF3

62Mariage FreresG3

63SketchC3

64C&R CafeE3

65Pizza PilgrimsE2

66Yalla YallaD1

67Avocado ShowC2

68KaparaE2

69Brasserie ZédelD3

70Holborn Dining RoomH1




6Drinking

7110 CasesF2

72Freud BarF2

73ArtesianC1

74Mr Fogg’s TavernF3

75Yard BarE3

76Compton’s of SohoE2

77Radio Rooftop BarH3

7810 Degrees Sky BarA5

79Ku BarE3

80FreedomE2

81Village SohoE3

82PizzaExpress Jazz ClubE2

83CahootsD3




7Shopping

84LibertyC2

85Daunt BooksA1

86Gay’s the WordF1










TOP EXPERIENCE

Buckingham Palace

The most recognisable palace on the planet is a symbol of the United Kingdom. It’s been the official London royal residence since Queen Victoria ascended the throne in 1837, and today, with King Charles at the helm, it remains a working institution, but it is open to the public each summer.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The Changing of the Guard ceremony may be cancelled or delayed at short notice, particularly during rainy or windy days. Check the Household Division official website for up-to-date information.

[image: barcode]

Book tickets via the Royal Collection Trust website.



Palace Exterior & The Mall

Originally a 1703 country house, the palace was reconstructed in time for the accession of Queen Victoria by architects John Nash and Edward Blore, who added three wings around a central courtyard. The Portland stone facade beautifully backdrops Victoria Memorial, erected outside the main gates following the Queen’s death in 1901. It’s the tallest and grandest of any monument dedicated to a British monarch, and you’ll notice the white Carrara marble sculpture is impressively topped by a gilded bronze Winged Victory and cornered with four bronze lions. The Mall, a short but significant road, is flanked by Victoria Memorial and the Admiralty Arch. The road was built as a ceremonial route, coloured red for a red-carpet effect, leading to the palace. During royal jubilees, weddings and funerals, millions pack the route in an attempt to be a part of history, and diehard well-wishers aim to get as close to the palace balcony as possible for a glimpse of the royal wave.

Changing of the Guard

The time that Old Guards (soldiers currently on duty) exchange places with New Guards has been a routine ceremony since 1660. Hundreds of tourists gather outside Buckingham Palace to see soldiers in distinctive bearskin black hats and red tunic uniforms switch and step into position, accompanied by a military band for full flair. A must-see display of pageantry that’s free to all, the Changing of the Guard takes place every Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Sunday morning.
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Summers in the State Rooms

Buckingham Palace is very much a working office as well as a royal residence. Hundreds of employees shuffle in and out every day, and events and receptions are held throughout the palace, including in the 19 State Rooms. The public is offered a peek at these rooms each summer from mid-July to September, while His Majesty holidays. The State Rooms are where the royal family receives and entertains VIP guests on state, ceremonial and official occasions. They’re decked in grand style and filled with Royal Collection treasures such as paintings from Van Dyck and Canaletto, sculptures by Canova, Sèvres porcelain, and fine English and French furniture. Tours stop inside the Throne Room (where the wedding photos of William and Kate were taken) and the monumental White Drawing Room. Book early; these tours are a hot ticket.


QUICK BREAK

Take afternoon tea at the Goring, the stately hotel where Catherine Middleton spent the night before her wedding to Prince William. Afternoon tea is a decadent affair with dainty pastries and savoury English snacks on tiered trays.




CEREMONIAL EVENTS

St James’s Park, surrounding Buckingham Palace, is the oldest of the royal parks and it’s here that many ceremonial events take place, from royal weddings and jubilees to military parades with soldiers marching in scarlet tunics. To keep up to date with these very English traditions and be in with a chance of witnessing a significant event in history in person, sign up for the Royal Parks newsletter.



Museums on the Palace Grounds

Home to historic royal carriages and working stables, the Royal Mews is responsible for most royal travel arrangements. Visitors can get up close to the most elaborate of vehicles, including the Gold State Coach that has been used for the coronation of every monarch since 1831, including Queen Elizabeth II (1953) and King Charles III (2023). The Queen’s Gallery at the side of the palace puts on an extraordinary display from the Royal Collection, featuring old master paintings, rare furniture, decorative arts and images from the photograph collection. Clarence House, home to Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother between 1953 and 2002, is also often open in summer for tours.

Guards Museum

Separate from the palace, but very much a part of the experience, is the Guards Museum on Birdcage Walk. Originally a teaching centre for new guards to learn their regimental heritage, the museum is now a public space in which to discover the five regiments by way of uniforms, paintings, weapons, models and artefacts.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Westminster Abbey

Westminster Abbey is one of British history’s most important commemoration sites. With the exception of Edward V (murdered) and Edward VIII (abdicated), every English sovereign has been crowned here since William the Conqueror in 1066. Royal weddings, funerals and burials have all taken place at this historic church and UNESCO World Heritage Site.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Westminster Abbey lines can be long. Peak time is in the morning, so come in the afternoon. On seasonal Wednesdays, the abbey is open late.

[image: barcode]

Download the multimedia guide to your phone or tablet, or use it on a provided device. The English version is narrated by award-winning British actor Jeremy Irons.



Exterior: the Entrances

Shaped by a number of architects over its long lifespan, Westminster Abbey is a fairy-tale blend of Gothic and Romanesque styles inside out. The two main entrances have particularly striking features.

On the Great West Door, you’ll notice ‘Sancta Maria’ inscribed on either side, 10 statues of Modern Martyrs above, and majestic Portland stone towers at the cap. This is the most used entry and exit route for royal ceremonies. Around the corner, the Great North Door shows Christ in Majesty blessing the church and the world, surrounded by angels. Seated figures of apostles and figures in procession (representing music, painting, sculpture, law, history and engineering) are below, and a rose window circles above. Corbels of animals and gargoyles also feature.

Westside: the Nave to the Quire

Through the Great West Door, you’ll enter the nave. Here is where a number of notable figures are buried, including Sir Isaac Newton, Charles Darwin and Stephen Hawking. On the ground, the Grave of the Unknown Warrior commemorates the contribution of British servicemen to WWI, honouring those with no other memorial or known grave. It’s made of Belgian marble and contains soil from France. To the right sits the Coronation Chair, a 700-year-old piece of furniture used in every coronation since 1308 (on Coronation Day, it’s placed at the sacrarium facing the altar). The quire is lined with choir stalls at either side, designed in 19th-century Victorian Gothic style to match the abbey’s architecture.
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PRIVATE PARTIES

Part of the atmospheric Cellarium, a medieval cellar where monks kept supplies during the 14th century, can be booked for private parties and events for up to 120 people.



Behind the Altar

The high altar is where crownings takes place. Observe the Cosmati Pavement, an intricate mosaic of marble, stone, glass and metal. Behind the altar are a slew of important tombs. The Shrine of St Edward the Confessor, who founded the abbey, sits at its heart. The Tomb of Mary I and Elizabeth I (holding both queens; it’s inscribed ‘Partners in throne and grave, here we sleep, sisters, in hope of the Resurrection’) and the marble Tomb of Queen Mary of Scots sit by the entrance of Lady Chapel, a masterpiece of medieval architecture. Inside, you’ll find the Tomb of Henry VII and his wife.

Southside & the Cloisters

Venture into the southern part of the abbey to find Poets’ Corner, where significant writers and poets are buried or commemorated. There are more than 100 memorials here, including Charles Dickens, Jane Austen and William Shakespeare, to name but a few. The cloisters adjoin the nave and overlook a grass quadrangle (garth). Each one is 30m in length and they were used by Benedictine monks for meditation, exercise and as walkways to the main buildings. Chapter House is where the monks came to pray, and you’ll enter the octagonal structure via the East Cloister, past the oldest door in Britain, constructed around 1050. Next door, Pyx Chamber is one of the few remaining relics of the original abbey, with treasures, liturgical objects and tiling that date back to the 11th century.

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Galleries

For 700 years, the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Galleries were concealed from public view, only opening in 2018. Almost 16m above the abbey floor, they contain 300 artefacts spanning 1000 years.

Highlights include Queen Elizabeth I’s corset and the coronation chair of Queen Mary II (note: she didn’t use the original coronation chair since she was crowned at the same time as William III).


QUICK BREAK

The Cellarium Café and Terrace serves French-inspired afternoon teas, hot drinks and snacks. There’s also a small kiosk at the Sanctuary, outside the abbey’s west doors, serving takeaway drinks and snacks.




HOW TO VISIT FOR FREE

Worshippers can visit free of charge by attending one of the daily church services. You’ll enter via the Great West Door, but you won’t have access to the tombs and monuments.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Trafalgar Square

The city’s most recognised public square is a true centre point from where all distances to London are measured. Managed by the Greater London Authority, it’s the scene of notable main-stage events, and it’s swarmed year-round with visitors exploring historic monuments, a church and galleries on the piazza.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Be aware that the area can become very congested during big public events like Chinese New Year, Pride and St Patrick’s Day. Add more time to your plans to prepare for people traffic.



The National Gallery

One of the greatest art galleries on Earth, founded by Parliament in 1824, houses more than 2300 works of European art from the 13th to the early 20th centuries. These include seminal paintings from the likes of Da Vinci, Michelangelo, Titian and Renoir, as well as Van Gogh’s Sunflowers, which often draws crowds during peak times. Don’t miss the Sainsbury Wing (reopening in 2025) on the western side for an outstanding collection of early Renaissance paintings, Rembrandt’s two self-portraits (at age 34 and 63) and the works of High Renaissance (1500–1600). Free 60-minute tours cover the highlights.

National Portrait Gallery

The National Portrait Gallery reopened in 2023 after three years of major refurbishment, and it’s packed with a who’s who of British history and culture. In 1856 this was (allegedly) the first public gallery dedicated to portraits, and now it’s home to some 250,000 pieces, dating from the 16th century to the present day, spanning paintings, photographs, drawings, sculptures and caricatures. Look for the Chandos portrait, believed to depict William Shakespeare, as well as the vast collection of royal subjects and modern-day celebrities such as Ed Sheeran and Anna Wintour.
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The Square’s Monuments

In the main piazza, the 52m-high Nelson’s Column (pictured) was dedicated to Admiral Horatio Nelson, who died during the 1805 Battle of Trafalgar. During the column’s planning, it was decided that four bronze lions would ring its base. Sculptor Edwin Landseer based the lions on an animal that had died at London Zoo. He took so long on sketches that the corpse decomposed and parts had to be improvised – the paws, for example, are based on cat paws. Two spectacular fountains were installed in 1841 to counteract the effects of reflected heat and to reduce space for public demonstrations. Should anything have gotten out of hand, however, the Police Box on the square’s southeast corner would have dealt with it – it was the smallest police station in Britain.


QUICK BREAK

Located in the crypt of St Martin-in-the-Fields is a local secret cafe pouring hot brews under original brick-vaulted ceilings, with cheap and cheerful comfort foods at the canteen.





WALKING TOUR

Walk the Best of the West

West End walks offer all sides of London, from street performers and old cobbled streets to grand architecture. This walk takes in the West End’s most famous squares, offers diverse communities in Soho and Chinatown, plus opportunities to fill your belly with delicious food, before entering shopping heaven.


START

Covent Garden Tube

END

Selfridges

LENGTH

1.9 miles; 1-2 hours
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1 Old Market & Street Performers

Soak up the atmosphere at Covent Garden Piazza, once the main fruit and vegetable market in Victorian London, where hugely entertaining street acts have been performing since the 1660s. Zigzag your way to Seven Dials and its Market, with seven roads connected by a circular roundabout, before crossing Shaftesbury Ave and wandering into the heart of Soho.

2 Rainbow Town

Wander down Old Compton St, the epicentre of London’s LGBTIQ+ scene, with dozens of rainbow flags and countless gay bars and clubs. The Admiral Duncan is one of the area’s oldest gay bars – it was bombed in 1999, and three people were killed and 83 were injured. It stands as a reminder of resilience against hate crime.

3 Chinatown

Head south from Old Compton St down Dean St through Chinatown’s vibrant red lantern decorations and wafts of Far East cooking. The distinctive Chinatown Gate (map Google map), with its grand tile-roofed and red-pillared gate, marks the entrance to the area.
 
4 Leicester Square

Land of the UK film premiere, this is where you come to see blockbuster flicks and crowds hoping to catch a glimpse of someone famous on the red carpet. To the west is London’s version of Times Square – Piccadilly Circus is electric billboard land. Like it or loathe it, the flashing lights are captivating.

5 Regent Street

Head northwest along this grand and stupendously handsome road filled with period buildings in Neo-Baroque style. The original street was designed by John Nash for the Prince Regent. It’s chock full of flagship stores and international brands, and it has some of the best Christmas lights in the capital in November and December.

6 Department Store Heaven

Continue down Regent St, past high-end British brands to the biggest and oldest toy emporium in the world. Hamleys has six floors of fun and games to play on every level. Go west at Oxford Circus for fashion powerhouses, Chanel, Cartier, Mulberry, Ralph Lauren and Tiffany & Co, to name but a few, and Selfridges – the UK’s second-largest shop, with a grand columned exterior and 540,000 sq ft of space stocked with designers.



EXPERIENCES

Roam Covent Garden PiazzaMarket and Shopping Area

map Google map

Unlike other London shopping precincts, there are no cookie-cutter department stores here, and even the gigantic Apple retailer is housed in a series of refurbished Grade-II–listed buildings dating back to 1877. That ain’t the juiciest apple, though – it’s all about the Apple Market at the piazza’s centre. From Tuesday to Sunday, this square is alive with handmade crafts and goods that you can’t get anywhere else, including striking jewellery pieces, antiques, paintings, soaps and knit apparel from passionate independent artisans. Just across the cobblestones lies Jubilee Market Hall, where Monday is antiques and collectibles day, with professional dealers trading along eras from Georgian to fine art. The rest of the week, other knick-knacks come out to play, including varied and affordable souvenirs.

Sink a Pint at Punch & JudyDrinking

map Google map

When the first Punch and Judy puppet show was performed right here in the heart of Covent Garden at the Punch & Judy pub, it was documented by diarist Samuel Pepys on 9 May 1662. A pub was later built and named in its honour, even housing puppeteer workshops and storage space on its upper floors. Today, the historic pub overlooks the West Piazza market square, where the very show was conceived, and while puppets don’t quite draw crowds like they used to, Punch & Judy lures them in with traditional British pub fare and fabulous rooftop views from where you can watch modern-day performers in action below.

Learn About London’s Iconic TransportMuseum

map Google map

With the Tube, taxis and buses such prominent fixtures of the Big Smoke, the London Transport Museum is a chance to uncover their evolution and impact on the city. What’s great about this place is the interactive nature of every exhibit, making it a solid day out for folks of any age or interest in automotives. Start at the beginning, when horse-drawn omnibuses shuffled Londoners from A to B, see how the underground tunnels were dug (and thus, how the famous Tube map expanded over time), and hop on a vintage bus for a fun and unique photo op. There are also excellent galleries of transport-related art, and it’s worth factoring in some time to browse the brilliant gift shop and dine at the Tube-inspired canteen, both destinations in their own right.


Buy High Fashion on Bond StreetShopping

Think Bond St, think expensive shopping bags. The destination envelopes New (map) and Old Bond St, Albemarle St, Brook St (map) and Dover St (map). Try on for size (or simply window shop with envy) British and international fashion brands such as Burberry, Alexander McQueen and Chanel, which make up the runway essentials. The flagship Asprey, Bond’s oldest store and purveyor of luxury goods, sits on Bruton St. Garrad on Albemarle St is where Princess Diana chose the most famous engagement ring in history, and the debut boutique of former Spice Girl Victoria Beckham is on Dover St. Other highlights include department store Fenwick, auction house Sotheby’s, and sumptuous fashion boutiques from Stella McCartney and Vivienne Westwood. Ostentatious holiday window displays all round.

Examine Centuries-Old Cultural Treasures at the British MuseumMuseum

map Google map

The British Museum attracts six million people through its doors per year. It was the first-ever national museum, beginning in 1753 with a modest ‘cabinet of curiosities’ collected by physician Sir Hans Sloane, before being added to during the pillages of the British Empire. Today, it contains almost eight million items in its permanent collection. These include the Rosetta Stone, the key that cracked the code to ancient Egypt’s writing system, plus treasures from the ancient civilisation of Assyria – including the colossal Winged Bulls from Khorsabad. Made of alabaster, and with human heads, they once guarded the palace of Assyrian King Sargon II. These give way to the Parthenon Sculptures, high points of classical Greek art that continue to influence us today. The large collection of Egyptian mummies includes the earliest ‘Ginger’, named for his wispy reddish hair (preserved simply by hot sand). The early Britain galleries introduce the Romans via the rich Mildenhall Treasure. The Anglo-Saxon Sutton Hoo Ship Burial and the medieval Lewis Chessmen follow.

Descend into Ghostly Aldwych StationAbandoned Tube Station

map Google map

Dozens of London Underground stations have been abandoned or relocated over the years, and the most famous of them is Aldwych Station, standing at Strand Aldwych. It opened in 1907 but was never used as heavily as intended and it closed in 1994. The odd TV or film appearance ensued (including Sherlock starring Benedict Cumberbatch, and Atonement starring Keira Knightley), as well as a number of spooky sightings, but until the London Transport Museum started offering sporadic guided tours, the public seldom had access to this eerily abandoned tunnel. Check the ‘What’s On’ section of ltmuseum.co.uk for tickets.


DIM SUM

A traditional meal accompanied by tea is music to many a Londoner’s stomach, so it goes without saying that dim sum’s always a busy occasion, particularly on weekends after dizzy Soho heads surface. The tastiest is served at the classics – the old-timers that have been stuffing and steaming for decades. That’s Gerrard’s Corner (map Google map) and Golden Phoenix (map Google map) if you’re seeking authentic dim sum, though admittedly they’re not the sexiest of hangouts for the fashionable brunch crowd. This crowd prefers its shumai social-media-friendly, and so they venture beyond the red gates to Yauatcha (Soho; map Google map) or Din Tai Fung (Covent Garden; map Google map), where the lighting’s just right.



See Celebrities Made of Wax at Madame TussaudsWaxWorks Museum

map Google map

Before it was an international attraction, Madame Tussauds was a standalone wax museum in the West End. French sculptor Marie Tussaud was unable to return to her homeland due to the Napoleonic Wars, so she travelled through the UK exhibiting her then-unusual collection. She finally set up shop on Baker St in 1835. The current building has three floors of lifelike celebrity figures across different zones, plus interactive sets, a Marvel Universe 4D cinema and a Chamber of Horrors. Ideal for anyone wanting a selfie with Dua Lipa or David Beckham, without the effort.

Taste Flavours Beyond ChinaChinatown/Asia-town

map

Chinatown’s landscape is continuously changing to reflect contemporary food trends, and you’ll find the scope of Asian delights goes far beyond kung pao chicken. Many newer establishments can be found round the edges of Chinatown. Charing Cross Rd is where a high concentration of Korean businesses have popped up, including Bunsik, to satisfy street food cravings of corn dogs and Korean fried chicken. On Shaftesbury Ave, Pho & Bun is all the rage for Vietnamese comforts, and Bali babes head to Nusa Dua for Indonesian staples. But Tokyo Diner has been dishing Japanese food way before things went mainstream, opening back in 1992. For a quick bite, Bao is a phenomenal hole in the wall, serving Taiwan-style fluffy steamed buns filled with pork, chicken or lamb for a few pounds a piece. Head back into the thick of it come Chinese New Year, which sees ribbons of scarlet and gold turn any sign of winter grey into a fiesta of colour. Every January or February (lunar calendar dependant), parades, lion dancers, live music and street-food stalls galore descend on Chinatown turf.

Catch a Show in Covent GardenTheatres

Sandwiched between the Strand and Shaftesbury Ave, Covent Garden’s theatres turn the vicinity into a trifecta of the heavyweight stage. Theatre Royal Drury Lane (map Google map) is the site of the oldest theatre in London that’s still in use (there have been four theatres built here since 1663), and it has hosted My Fair Lady starring Julie Andrews, and a decade-long run of Miss Saigon. As with many historic theatres, it’s notorious for hauntings, including the ghosts of two actors involved in a murder over a wig. Other notable venues include the cozy Duchess Theatre (map Google map), home to The Play That Goes Wrong, and the Cambridge Theatre (map Google map), where Matilda: The Musical has played since 2011. The Royal Opera House (map Google map) has sat majestically at the edge of the piazza since 1858 and is home to the Royal Opera, Royal Ballet and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House. Laugh till your sides hurt at the Top Secret Comedy Club (map Google map) on Drury Lane, a top-rated stand-up spot.


RONNIE SCOTT’S JAZZ CLUB

Opened in 1959, this is one of the world’s oldest and most renowned jazz clubs. The star-studded house band has included Ernest Ranglin and Stan Tracey, and through the decades the club has hosted Ella Fitzgerald, Nina Simone and Jamie Cullum, to name a few. Jimi Hendrix’s final public performance was even here in 1970, less than 48 hours before his death. Expect smooth sounds from new and popular names in modern and fusion jazz, and cocktails in the sultry Main Club. Book tickets in advance. Don’t miss Upstairs at Ronnie’s, its ’50s speakeasy-style bar with intimate evening sets.

map Google map



Party With London’s Rainbow CommunityBars and Clubs

For centuries, Soho has been London’s epicentre of queer culture. Between the 17th and 19th centuries, the district gained a sordid reputation for men soliciting sex with men, Oscar Wilde being the most famous of arrests for ‘gross indecency’. Over time, Soho transformed into a vibrant zone of visible queer communities, and now the district is so all-inclusive that time in Soho is sought-after by all. Most LGBTIQ+ businesses can be found along Old Compton St. The Admiral Duncan (map Google map) is a true testament to queer community resilience; after being horrifically bombed in 1999, it quickly bounced back, flags hoisted high. It’s the oldest gay pub in Soho and retains a relaxed neighbourly vibe. G-A-Y (map Google map) started out as a ’70s Soho basement nightclub, but gained such international recognition that it’s now a brand. Ladies looking for ladies? She Soho (map Google map) is the only dedicated lesbian (and pals) bar around, with regular drag-king shows and burlesque for your pleasure.

Take Regal Afternoon TeaUpmarket Tea

It was in 1840 that the Duchess of Bedford, a close friend of Queen Victoria, admitted to needing a mini meal to fill the long gap between lunch and dinner – she didn’t realise this would one day become a British ritual. In Mayfair, it’s a particularly decadent affair. The Palm Court (map Google map), in the Ritz, is the tearoom to end all tearooms, and you’ll need an outfit to match. Choose from 18 loose-leaf teas, including the Ritz Royal Blend, and top it off with some Ritz Reserve champagne. Claridge’s (map Google map) hosts a seasonal selection of sweet and savoury treats, and it also has its own exquisite tea blend, all served in the grand art-deco-inspired Foyer & Reading Room. On Park Lane, do tea and cake in the Dorchester’s (map Google map) art-lined Promenade, with treats designed by a multi-award-winning pastry chef, and at Fortnum & Mason try it within the spectacular Diamond Jubilee Tea Salon; the Scotch egg was allegedly invented here in 1738.

See Where the British Govern at Houses of ParliamentSeat of Government

map Google map

The Elizabeth Tower is one of the world’s most recognisable landmarks, but chances are you’ll know it simply as Big Ben, which is the name of its bell. Completed in 1859, it’s perched atop the Houses of Parliament, and since first chiming in 1859, it has rarely stopped. It functioned throughout WWII despite devastation down below. The longest that Big Ben was silenced was actually in recent times when, between 2017 and 2023, it was covered for an £80-million restoration. Finally, visitors can see it in its original knockout gold and Prussian blue glory. The Houses of Parliament (aka the Palace of Westminster) are made up of the House of Commons, where Members of Parliament (MPs) meet to discuss new legislation; the House of Lords, where such legislation is passed; and the grand Westminster Hall, used for ceremonial addresses and exhibitions. Visitors are welcome – subject to security checks – on guided tours, or to observe political debates. Tours do not include access to Big Ben.

Visit the Original TateArt Gallery

map Google map

Its sibling, the Tate Modern, gets all the attention, but the original Tate Britain is a gem for British works from 1500 to the present. This impressive Portland stone building along Millbank houses masterpieces, arranged by date, from David Hockney, Thomas Gainsborough, John Constable and Lucian Freud, to name but a few. Don’t miss the Clore Gallery, dedicated to JMW Turner. It’s the world’s largest free display of paintings by the legendary painter and namesake of the Turner Prize, Britain’s most prestigious contemporary art award.


WHERE TO WATCH DRAG

Glitzy von Jagger, aka Darren James, (@glitzyvonjagger) is a London drag queen. She offers tips on where to catch the best of West End’s drag scene.

Proud Embankment

map Google map

The cabaret drag brunch on the river is hosted by my sister, Miss Demeanour. The shows are spectacular.

Halfway to Heaven

map Google map

Monday nights are wonderful for seeing drag talent here. Tucked away in a basement right next to Trafalgar Sq is a cozy, sequinny delight of a space.

Phoenix Arts Club

map Google map

I love this place for drag. Michael Twaits is the head girl. Check out her Total Eclipse of the Heart routine; it’s camp as Christmas.



Go Underground into Churchill War RoomsSubterranean Bunker

map Google map

The Churchill War Rooms were the underground headquarters that sheltered former Prime Minister Winston Churchill and his government during the Blitz. Here, the cabinet ate, slept and plotted Hitler’s downfall, believing they were safe from Luftwaffe bombs. The reality was that despite 3m-thick concrete slabs, a hit from anything larger than a 500lb bomb would have penetrated and destroyed the building. The war rooms have been left almost as they were in 1945. Stand in front of the Cabinet War Rooms where important decisions in history were made, the Map Room that acted as an operational centre, and even the bedroom of the wartime leader. A museum dedicated to Churchill’s life and legacy is included with your visit.

Snap a Picture of the Prime Minister’s Front DoorReplica Landmark

map Google map

The office of British leaders since 1735, No 10 Downing Street is also the Prime Minister’s London residence. Robert Walpole, Winston Churchill, Margaret Thatcher and Boris Johnson have all addressed the nation from in front of the famous black door. There’s no public access to the residence, and the street is cordoned off by a steel gate, making it difficult to even get a clear view. How have tourists gotten around this? They’ve found a fake 10 Downing St – 10 Adam St, 15 minutes’ walk away, has become a hotspot for photo souvenirs. Try to tell the difference.

Visit the Underground 100 ClubAlternative Beats

map Google map

Oxford St’s retail giants couldn’t nudge this bad boy out. The 100 Club, in the basement of 100 Oxford St, has been strumming live music since 1942 – built to be a safe underground space for performing jazz artists at a time when air raids were rife. In 1976 it hosted the first international punk festival with the Sex Pistols, The Clash and The Jam billed, and The Rolling Stones headlined on a number of occasions in the ’80s. Feel the rock ’n’ roll with established and emerging acts, as well as the odd stand-up comedy set, for company.

Breathe Fresh Air in a Royal ParkGreen Spaces

At the southwest corner of the West End, two royal parks are free of charge and beautifully managed and maintained. St James’s Park (map Google map) has prime positioning in front of Buckingham Palace, with 57 acres of green, a variety of bird species, and fountains and memorials that make it a delightful stroll. Spring is especially a treat – watch duck and swan hatchlings on the lake, and the flowerbeds dazzle. The St James’s Cafe is always on hand in case of April showers. By contrast, there are no flowerbeds in Green Park (map Google map). Legend has it that in the 17th century, Queen Catherine of Braganza, wife of King Charles II, had them banned after she caught her husband picking blooms for another woman. Pops of yellow daffodils do appear, though. Rent a deck chair during warmer months, pedal along the cycle routes, or bring a picnic.

Unwind With a Sprinkle of Fairy Dust at AIRESpa

map Google map

AIRE is one of the many London spas hidden below ground level, inducing tired bodies to rest and rejuvenate, offering a dip in baths of varying temperatures, and the option to add treatments such as massages. Don’t miss the bubbly bath of 1000 jets, or the Floatarium, a unique bath with salt content so high you’ll automatically float. Both are included with spa entry.

Go on a Wizarding Tour of the West EndHarry Potter Fun

More than 25 years since the first Harry Potter novel hit the shelves, saying it’s a phenomenon remains an understatement. The wizarding world is today an entire culture, so beloved through generations that the West End’s magic-focused addresses are seeing no signs of slowing down. The star is Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, a two-part play at the Palace Theatre (map Google map) based on an original story co-written by JK Rowling and set 19 years after the events of the books’ finale. It has received widespread acclaim for magic, illusions and stage wizardry. In between the two shows, pop into the House of MinaLima (map Google map), a gallery-like store with exclusive prints, illustrated books and props from the movies, or House of Spells, a less famous fantasy store on Charing Cross Rd. Fuel up at Wands and Wizard Exploratorium (map Google map) on Greek St for immersive afternoon tea and cocktails at the helm of a magic wand.

Book a Retro Night of Film at Prince Charles CinemaCinema

map Google map

In Leicester Pl, just off Leicester Sq, you’ll find Prince Charles Cinema, the West End’s only independent cinema. In the ’70s, the Charles was a go-to for erotic pictures, but over time it’s become a cult-movie destination, with significantly cheaper ticket prices than its neighbours. The staple sing-along showings of The Sound of Music and The Rocky Horror Picture Show are always a scream, and look out for seasonal stints of vocal-flexing movies such as Spiceworld and The Greatest Showman.


Black Cab Tours for Muggles

To see the Harry Potter sights in style, book a themed black-cab tour. Up to five muggles can whiz around the city’s streets in iconic London taxis to sights that were either featured in or provided inspiration for the films. Notable spots include Great Scotland Yard, Leadenhall Market and Platform 9¾. A slew of providers offer tours, including Black Taxi Tour London, Black Cab Tours of London and GetYourGuide. Note that as this is a private experience, it’ll be a splurge (£175 to £400).




Visit London’s Answer to Times SquareLandmark

map Google map

While younger megacities have LED intersections far grander, Piccadilly Circus will always be a legend among them. Its lights have been switched on since 1908, dimming on just a handful of occasions, such as the funerals of Winston Churchill and Diana, Princess of Wales, and during WWII’s blackout period. In 2017 a renovation combined the separate billboards into a single, huge high-definition screen carrying multiple advertisers, or just the one advert for brands willing to shell out small fortunes to reach eyeballs. The site is, after all, observed by around 100 million pedestrians a year as they hurry to reach the famous intersections of Regent St, St James’s St, Shaftesbury Ave, Piccadilly and Coventry St. If you have time to stop, take a breather by the Eros statue. Officially known as Shaftesbury Memorial Fountain, it was built in 1893 to commemorate philanthropist Lord Shaftesbury.

Explore a Square Frequented by Hollywood IconsPublic Square

map Google map

Surrounded by cinemas, Leicester Square is most famous for red-carpet film premieres. It’s where every movie icon, from Audrey Hepburn to Daniel Craig, has been photographed in front of a step-and-repeat. Though tickets for premieres are reserved for industry members, celebrities and press, fans can join in behind the barriers (tip: arrive early and stand near the paparazzi). Outside special events, the square’s cinemas are open for standard public consumption, though prices are steeper than off-the-square venues. Catch a blockbuster at the flagship 1937 Odeon or its newer Odeon Luxe; The Vue, which was the first European cinema to show a 3D film; or the Empire, which opened in 1962 and was once the square’s largest cinema.


Off West End

Shaftesbury Ave might be tops for theatre, but Covent Garden and the Strand are just as heavyweight. Go off West End for under-the-radar shows and local talent at venues such as East London’s Hackney Empire and West London’s Lyric Hammersmith.



See a Show in TheatrelandTheatre District

The West End is well regarded around the world as a theatre capital, and the precincts within it are famous enough to be pinpointed by individual name. The correct term to describe the West End’s distinguished cluster of live stages is Theatreland. Shaftesbury Ave wiggles through the heart of Theatreland, featuring the hottest bills in historic playhouses, some more than a century old, from Piccadilly Circus right up to Bloomsbury. Theatregoers come here for the Sondheim Theatre (map Google map), home to Les Misérables (which debuted on the West End in 1985); Shaftesbury Theatre (map Google map), the West End’s largest independent theatre – Mrs Doubtfire opened here in 2023; and the Lyric Theatre (map Google map), Apollo Theatre (map Google map) and Gielgud Theatre (map Google map), which are all favourites for award-winning plays and musicals. Tucked behind them on Denman St is the Piccadilly Theatre (map Google map), where the ever-so-outrageous Moulin Rouge! The Musical resides. It’s based on the hit 2001 Baz Luhrmann film rather than the burlesque venue in Paris.

Go Crate Digging in SohoRecord Shops

With a scene steeped in jazz and blues, plus a queer community always down for a good beat, vinyl fans will discover a range of quirky record outlets in Soho. Sounds of the Universe (map Google map) was once a Camden Market stall that’s now a bricks-and-mortar store with a huge soul and jazz collection. Phonica Records (map Google map) specialises in electronic and dance music over on Poland St, while the newer Rough Trade Soho (map Google map) stocks a comprehensive range of classic and contemporary sounds. Look out for in-store signings and performances.

See Sir John Soane’s Staggering CollectionMuseum

map Google map

The extraordinary house of British architect Sir John Soane (1753–1837), the man responsible for the Bank of England building, has been turned into the Sir John Soane’s Museum, and contains some of London’s richest and most eccentric treasures. Soane was an unstoppable collector, amassing 40,000-plus objects near and far, including on his trips to ancient Rome, Paestum and Pompeii in Italy. The museum was established by Soane via Parliament in 1833, stating that upon his death, trustees were required to preserve his house and collection precisely as he left it. To ensure accuracy, Soane had his pupils (he was also Professor of Architecture at the Royal Academy) sketch the property. It’s one of the most documented interiors in the world. Though a small space, the works on display are vast, spanning antiquities, furniture, sculptures, architectural models and paintings. Look out for pieces by Turner, Canaletto and Piranesi, two sets of paintings by William Hogarth and the Egyptian Sarcophagus of Seti I.

Have a Red Carpet Evening at the London PalladiumConcert Venue

map Google map

The London Palladium is a historical legend, and the most famous variety venue in the city. In 1955 it hosted British ITV show Sunday Night at the London Palladium for 12 years. The Beatles’ publicist stated that it was only after the band’s first appearance on that show that Beatlemania took off. More recently, it was the comeback stage for singer Adele’s 30 album in 2021. The Palladium also holds the record for the most Royal Variety Shows performed, and every year it brings festive cheer with a star-studded traditional pantomime show. Currently owned by Andrew Lloyd Webber, it now has hits like The Wizard of Oz, The Sound of Music and Sister Act the musical. Evenings here are always a special occasion.

Visit London’s Largest Public SquarePark

map Google map

In front of Sir John Soane’s Museum, the largest public square in London, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, was originally used for public executions. Anthony Babington, convicted of plotting the assassination of Elizabeth I, was hanged here. Similarly, Lord Russell was caught for the Rye House Plot, a plan to assassinate King Charles II and his heir, and was also executed near the current bandstand. The park is much less gruesome these days, comprising verdant lawns, trees and a public tennis court. Stroll the monuments scattered around the green, including ornate drinking fountains and a large sculpture dedicated to the wife of the first Labour Prime Minister.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

£ Cheap     £ £ Moderate     £ £ £ Pricey
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Eating

Fine Dining European

The Wolseley£££

map Google map

Elegant modern European fare and afternoon tea served in art deco glamour. 7am-11pm Mon-Fri, 8am-11pm Sat & Sun

L’Atelier Robuchon£££

map Google map

This tribute to the most-awarded Michelin chef has French haute cuisine and a great champagne trolley. noon-midnight

34 Mayfair£££

map Google map

A stylish brasserie that specialises in English game and world meats, with an excellent bar. noon-11pm Mon-Fri

Fine Dining Asian

Sushi Kanesaka£££

map Google map

Exclusive 13-seat Japanese omakase serving sushi Edomae style, its most traditional form. 6-10.30pm Tue-Sat

Amazonico£££

map Google map

Trendy rainforest vibes and Chilean bass transport guests to South America with hints of Japan. noon-1am Mon-Fri, to midnight Sat & Sun

Benares£££

map Google map

Another of Mayfair’s many Michelin spots, this is upscale Indian cuisine with British techniques. noon-2.30pm & 5.30pm-10.30pm Mon-Sat, 6-9.30pm Sun

Pretty Surroundings

Rules£££

map Google map

London’s oldest restaurant, with an upstairs cocktail bar, is a beautifully regal dining spot. noon-10.30pm Tue-Sun

Clos Maggiore£££

map Google map

Outrageously decorated French restaurant hanging with blooms; no wonder it’s so popular on social media. noon-2pm & 5-10.30pm Mon-Sun

Mariage Frères££

map Google map

Set in a tall King St Georgian townhouse, the tea shop museum and salon restaurant lays out a dashing spread. 10.30am-7.30pm

Sketch£££

map Google map

With an art-inspired dining room, Instagrammable loos (retro-yet-futuristic egg-shaped pods) and three-Michelin-starred dining. 8am-midnight Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat

Inexpensive Bites

C&R Cafe£

map Google map

Casual Chinatown eatery serving big-portioned Malaysian stir-fries, laksa and satay at a great price. noon-10pm

Pizza Pilgrims£

map Google map

At this London-born pizzeria, you’ll get a quality pizza and drink for less than £15 on Dean St. 11.30am-10pm


Yalla Yalla£

map Google map

For the best price on its Beirut-style street food, come for the lunch specials. noon-10pm

Avocado Show£

map Google map

Princes St restaurant completely dedicated to the beloved fruit: avocado fries, avocado burgers and avocado-based ice cream. 9am-8pm

Date Nights

Kapara££

map Google map

This hidden-away spot in James’s Court is ideal for getting to know someone over an alfresco bite. Inside is a Tel Aviv fantasy of Israeli dishes. noon-1am Mon-Sat, 11am-11.30pm Sun

Brasserie Zédel£££

map Google map

For Parisian romance, this French restaurant has a glamorous old-time grand brasserie feel inside a 1930s Piccadilly building. noon-11pm Mon-Sat, to 11.30pm Sun

Holborn Dining Room£££

map Google map

Unwind and warm up with a fresh handmade pie at this chandelier-decked dining room hidden under the elegant arches of the Rosewood Hotel London. 7am-10pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Laid-Back Atmosphere

10 Cases

map Google map

Endell St’s quaint wine bar only orders 10 cases of wine at a time, so you’ll always have something new to try. noon-10pm

Freud Bar

map Google map

Since 1986, this underground cellar has been pouring cocktails to laid-back sounds. Real local favourite. noon-midnight Mon-Wed, to 2am Thu-Sat, 4.30pm-midnight Sun

Cocktails

Artesian

map Google map

Superb award-winning creative cocktails for the most discerning drinks fans, in a plush Langham hotel bar. 4pm-midnight Sun-Wed, to 1am Fri & Sat

Mr Fogg’s Tavern

map Google map

Dean St cocktail den immerses guests in a Victoria-era collection of global treasures, with drinks designed to reflect their stories. 5pm-midnight Mon-Wed, 4pm-midnight Thu & Fri, 2pm-midnight Sat, 2pm-11pm Sun

Queer Vibes

Halfway to Heaven

map Google map

Monday nights are all about drag in a sequinned delight of a basement space next to Trafalgar Sq. noon-11pm Mon-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat, noon-8pm Sun

Yard Bar

map Google map

This mixed-crowd queer bar’s fairy-lit courtyard gives guests space to talk before the debauchery. 3-11.30pm Mon-Thu, noon-midnight Fri & Sat, noon-10.30pm Sun

Compton’s of Soho

map Google map

Historic gay bar that’s a popular pre-gaming spot before the big dance-off, especially the upstairs lounge. noon-11.30pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat, to 10.30pm Sun

Views

Radio Rooftop Bar

map Google map

On the ME hotel’s 10th floor, this smart-casual hangout basks in Strand-side scenes. 7am-midnight

10 Degrees Sky Bar

map Google map

A 28th-floor cocktail lounge atop the Hilton treats guests with vistas over Hyde Park and Mayfair. 11.30am-midnight Sun-Tue, to 1am Thu-Sat

Fabulous Dancing

Ku Bar

map Google map

With a funky, low-lit basement club ready for the boogie in Chinatown. noon-midnight

Freedom

map Google map

This swanky bar has a downstairs club with two poles for those who want to show off. 4pm-3am Mon-Thu, 2pm-3am Fri & Sat, 4-10.30pm Sun

Village Soho

map Google map

Sexy dancers and dance beats see the bar’s chill afternoon vibe morph into mayhem. 4pm-1am Mon-Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat, to 11.30pm Sun

Music

PizzaExpress Jazz Club

map Google map

Highly regarded jazz venue in Soho, serving cocktails since 1976. Previous gigs include Amy Winehouse, Sting and Charlie Watts. noon-11pm Sat & Sun, 7pm-11pm Mon-Fri

Cahoots

map Google map

Guests sip spiffing cocktails in a photo-friendly 1940s train station consisting of a Tube carriage, ticket hall and signal station, as vintage live entertainment strums. 4pm-1am Sun-Thu, 3pm-2am Fri, 1pm-2am Sat

[image: img]
Shopping

Department Store Heaven

Liberty

map Google map

The six-floor mock-Tudor store encompasses fashion for all ages and genders, as well as homeware and beauty, with a slant to British brands. 10am-8pm Mon-Sat, noon-6pm Sun

Fortnum & Mason

map Google map

This store’s connection with the royal family dates back to 1707. It has splendid interiors and gifts, and staff still wear old-fashioned tailcoats. 10am-8pm Mon-Sat, noon-6pm Sun

Books

Daunt Books

map Google map

An Edwardian bookstore with long oak galleries and twinkling skylights, and decorated with prints by British artist William Morris. 8am-7.30pm Mon-Fri, 10am-6pm Sat, 11am-5pm Sun

Gay’s the Word

map Google map

The oldest LGBTIQ+ bookshop in the UK, with a superb selection of literature not found in most bookshops. 11am-6pm Mon-Wed, Fri & Sat, to 3.30pm Thu, 1pm-6pm Sun





Explore

Greenwich Park & South London

South London is home to major attractions and diverse communities. Regal Greenwich has a rich maritime history, a bustling market, and oodles of grand architecture, green spaces and riverside pubs. Brixton has been tied to the Caribbean since the migration of people from the region, who helped rebuild two world wars. More recently, the area has filled with hip bars and varied food options. Peckham has been a vibrant area with African settlers since the 1970s; here you can find excellent Nigerian food. Tooting, home to a South Asian community, gives Brick Lane a run for its money in terms of curry houses.



[image: jpg]

See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-ubahngif]X Underground & DLR

Sights can be easily reached from the Underground or DLR. Connections aren’t great between South London neighbourhoods; trains may go back through central London.

[image: icon-busgif]g Bus

Inexpensive, but it’s a long ride from central London. However, getting a bus is often the quickest way to navigate between close neighbourhoods in South London.

[image: icon-boatgif]f Riverboat & Cable Car

The most fun way to arrive. Boats run from central London piers to Greenwich and cable cars climb over the Thames from the Royal Docks to the O2 Arena.


THE BEST

Explore BRIXTON VILLAGE & MARKET ROW, a diverse cultural hub.

Take in the iconic view of Canary Wharf and the Meridian Line from GREENWICH PARK.

Delve into conflicts through the exhibits of the IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM.

Climb aboard the CUTTY SARK, a historic clipper ship.
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1Top Sights

Cutty SarkH4




1Sights

1O2 ArenaH2

2Greenwich ParkH4

3Royal ObservatoryH4

4Ranger’s HouseH5

5National Maritime MuseumH4

6Painted HallH4

7Brixton Village & Market RowF2

8Royal Vauxhall TavernA4

9Newport Street GalleryA3

10Imperial War MuseumB3

11Horniman MuseumD6

12Bermondsey’s Beer MileD2

13Cinema MuseumB3

14Black Cultural ArchivesF2

15Kia OvalA4

16Brixton Ritzy PicturehouseF2

17Brockwell LidoB6

18Rivoli BallroomF6

19Beefeater DistilleryA4




5Eating

20Z’s Northern Ghanaian CuisineF1

21Wood & WaterF2

22Beza Ethiopian FoodB3

23Trinity ArmsE2

24Old NunsheadE5

25The SelkirkA6

26Dosa N ChutneyA6

27Lahore KarahiA6

28Mirch Masala TootingA6




6Drinking & Nightlife

29Cutty Sark TavernH3

30The FlorenceB6

31Ivy HouseE6

32Blues Kitchen BrixtonE2

33Hootananny BrixtonB6

34Brixton WindmillA6

35HachaF2

36FunkidoryD5

37Shrub and ShutterG1




7Shopping

38Bermondsey Antiques MarketC3

39Tooting MarketA6

40Mercato MetropolitanoB3










TOP EXPERIENCE

Cutty Sark

Embarking on the perilous sea journey between China and England during the 19th century, this boat was one of the fastest of its day, delivering 4.5 million kilograms of tea in seven years. Step inside the vessel, dry-docked in Greenwich, for exhibitions, props, and the chance to climb the rigging.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Book your Cutty Sark tickets: at the time of writing timed entry was in place, to avoid the ship getting too crowded.

[image: barcode]

Book tickets and rig climbing experiences here.



Decks

Walk below deck to see where cargo was stored and learn about the extreme living and working conditions for sailors, some of whom lost their lives on voyages and in ports. See what they ate for dinner (salt pork and pea soup or potato pie were regulars – chased with lots of lime water), and see where they distracted themselves from the monotony of hours at sea, including at a makeshift theatre below deck. On the main deck, pigs and chickens would be kept in pens. Here visitors can steer the wheel, which moved the 963-tonne boat through stormy weather, and enjoy gorgeous views across the River Thames.

Climb the Rigging

Make like the sailors did a century and a half ago with a hair-raising climb up the ratlines (rope ladders) to the ‘tops platform’ of the grand ship, sitting around 23m up, roughly 1½ times as high as the Hollywood Sign. Apprentices as young as 14 were tasked with shimmying up these terrifying rope ladders with bare feet, and no safety harnesses. Visitors can edge their way sidewards across the lower topsail yard while standing on a single rope. Look down for thrills. Not enough adrenaline yet? Clip into the wire overhead and zoom down a zip line to the square below.
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IOANNIS LIASIDIS/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


The Hull

The lower level offers the chance to walk beneath the Cutty Sark’s colossal copper hull, offering a ‘fish-eye view’ of the historic ship. It was sheathed in this precious metal to stop barnacles and molluscs from penetrating the ship. At the far end of the hull (at the bow end) is a collection of more than 50 wooden figureheads, one of which would be fixed to the bow to bring a ship luck. There are carvings of everyone from Cleopatra and Boadicea to Abraham Lincoln and Florence Nightingale. The largest is 5ft tall. In 2021, ‘Nannie’ the witch was installed on the bow of the Cutty Sark, with her outstretched arm pointing the way. She was inspired by drawings by Hercules Linton, the ship’s original designer.


QUICK BREAK

Tuck into cakes, deli sandwiches or a full-tiered afternoon tea with a view of the ship’s vast copper hull at the Cutty Sark Café on the lower ground deck.





WALKING TOUR

Walk Greenwich Park & Beyond

Charming Greenwich, with its historic buildings, bustling market and leafy spaces, was the birthplace of Henry VIII and became a royal playground for years. Walkers can straddle the hemispheres on the Meridian Line, soak in soaring views of London’s past and present, pick up artsy gifts and cruise a traditional boating pond.


START

Island Gardens DLR

END

Cutty Sark Underground

LENGTH

2.2 miles; 2-4 hours
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1 Greenwich Foot Tunnel

Wander south from Island Gardens DLR to the Thames to take a picture of old Greenwich in the distance, before descending into the atmospheric white-tiled 370m-long pedestrian foot tunnel crossing the river 15m under the water at only 2.7m wide. Dug entirely by hand, it was a remarkable feat of engineering when it was built in 1902. It takes around 10 minutes to walk the length of it.

2 Cutty Sark

Climb the 100 steps from the foot tunnel (or get the lift) to emerge in front of the Cutty Sark, a 64m long clipper ship built in 1869, one of the fastest of its day – transporting tea between England and China. Now it’s docked in Greenwich so visitors can see its grandeur, and climb aboard with a prebooked ticket.

3 Greenwich Market

Wander south on Greenwich Church St and take a left on College Approach to enter Greenwich Market, where you can peruse the unique gifts, clothing and jewellery and sample food from around the world at street-food stalls, or save room to sample the traditional pie mash and liquor (a working-class London specialty) at Goddards at Greenwich, established in 1890.

4 Old Royal Naval College

Turn left on King William Walk out of the southern end of Greenwich Market, cross the road and enter the striking Old Royal Naval College complex. Now home to Greenwich University, the jaw-dropping 17th-century English Baroque architecture has been used as a backdrop in many movies. Step inside the magnificent Painted Hall (for a fee) to see the ‘Sistine Chapel of the UK’.

5 Queen’s House

Walk through College Way and exit at the east side of the university, before going south on Park Row passing the beautiful Queen’s House, commissioned in 1616 by Queen Anne as the UK’s first classical building. It has a scenic and utterly romantic ice rink during the winter months (visitors can book a skating session). Continue south to enter Greenwich Park next to the boating pond, offering pedalos for rent in July and August.

6 Greenwich Park

Climb the hill among the tranquil green lawns of Greenwich Park to the Meridian Line (longitude 0), from where all points on earth are measured. From here the views below are staggering, with the Old Royal Naval College and the modern skyscrapers of Canary Wharf in the distance, bisected by the mighty River Thames. From here, make your way to the northwest park exit and follow King William Walk and Greenwich Church St to Cutty Sark Station.



EXPERIENCES

Climb the Side of the O2 ArenaEvent Venue

map Google map

The colossal O2 Arena has earned its reputation as one of the world’s premier venues for live events. With capacity of up to 20,000 people, it consistently hosts concerts and events from some of the biggest names in the music and sports industries.

Beyond its event spaces, the O2’s most distinctive draw is the opportunity to ascend the venue itself. The Up at the O2 experience has you venturing across the famous roof, with a 360-degree view of Greenwich, Canary Wharf and the Olympic Park. Holding onto the rails, make your way across the slightly bouncy roof, accompanied by a guide. The ascent and descent takes approximately an hour and the entire experience lasts around 90 minutes. Book a sunset or twilight climb for the best photos.

The O2 is also home to an outlet shopping complex with 60 stores offering designer brands at outlet prices, more than 30 bars and restaurants, and a cinema, bowling alley and indoor skydiving centre.

Visit Greenwich Park, the Oldest Enclosed Royal ParkPark

map Google map

One of London’s most charming expanses of green, Greenwich Park (map) dates back to Roman times. It has a rose garden, snaking pathways, a boating lake, and astonishing views of Canary Wharf from its highest hill. Part designed by André Le Nôtre, the landscape architect behind the palace gardens of Versailles, it’s bisected by the Meridian Line (longitude 0), which divides the world into eastern and western hemispheres. Next to the Meridian Line is the Royal Observatory (map Google map), where visitors can see historic telescopes and watch a planetarium show led by an expert astronomer. On the boundary of the park sits a romantic and elegant 1723 Georgian villa known as the Ranger’s House (now home to hundreds of art pieces, and an incredible Spanish Renaissance jewellery collection; map Google map), which can be visited between late March and early November. Croom’s Hill is the location of a Saxon burial ground, dating to the 6th to 8th centuries.

Dive into Britain’s Seafaring History at the National Maritime MuseumMuseum

map Google map

The striking National Maritime Museum, housed in the former Greenwich Royal Hospital School (dating to 1635), has three floors of exhibits covering everything from pirates and maritime art (don’t miss JMW Turner’s huge 1824 oil painting, The Battle of Trafalgar), to those on Lord Nelson and beautifully constructed boats from barges to ocean liners. Children under seven will adore the AHOY! Children’s Gallery with an interactive boatyard of exhibits to play with and climb on.

See London’s Version of the Sistine ChapelHistoric Building

map Google map

Part of the Old Royal Naval College, now used as a Greenwich university campus, the Painted Hall was designed as an elaborate dining room for retired and disabled sailors. Completed in 1726 and fresh from an £8.5 million restoration in 2019, it features mesmerising Baroque walls and ceilings rising 18m. Tickets are valid for a year; come back as many times as you’d like. Tours of the Old Royal Naval College include a visit to the Painted Hall. Blockbuster Film Tours show fans where The Crown, Thor: The Dark World and Les Misérables were filmed on the grounds.


ROYAL VAUXHALL TAVERN

The Royal Vauxhall Tavern (map Google map) was built in 1865 and has been a significant place for the LGBTIQ+ community in London, becoming one of the city’s most loved cabaret and performance venues.

Drag artists have performed here since the 1950s, with such well-known names as Paul Grady and his drag persona Lily Savage appearing here in the 1980s. Princess Diana even visited to see one of the varied shows, which are held each night.

Throughout the week performances include drag, comedy, cabaret and burlesque shows, with themed nights that welcome local talent. Tickets offer a mix of seated and standing admission, with early and late show times on offer.

map



Catapult into Culture, Food & Community at Brixton Village & Market RowMarkets

map Google map

Open daily, Brixton Village and Market Row were established in 1937 by actor Carl Brisson. Over the years, they have continued to adapt to the local community, which has become gradually more gentrified. However, you can still purchase Jamaican food and ingredients such as delicious patties, Scotch bonnets and saltfish. The markets aim to preserve the heritage of the area by celebrating the history of the Black population, acting as a creative hub to support new talent in the community. Around 100 independent traders offer their goods in bars, cafes, restaurants and shops, each sharing their unique story with visitors.


View Damien Hirst’s Personal Art Collection at Newport Street GalleryGallery

map Google map

Newport Street Gallery houses Damien Hirst’s personal art collection in a magnificent space. Reportedly the UK’s richest living artist, Hirst holds the record for raising the most money – £111 million – at a one-artist auction. His gallery building stretches half the length of Newport St, and consists of three listed buildings, originally painting studios for the theatre industry. The most impressive of six galleries has an 11m-high ceiling and is split over two levels. Hirst’s collection spans more than 3000 works, including pieces by Banksy, Jeff Koons, Pablo Picasso and Tracey Emin.

Discover British History at the Imperial War MuseumMuseum

map Google map

The Imperial War Museum takes visitors back in time to discover the UK’s role in wars and global events. Founded in 1917, the museum aimed to record the events taking place during the Great War. Packed with civilian and military memorabilia, it commemorates the sacrifices that all of society made in wartime. From the moment you enter the spacious atrium, you’ll find different stories to explore; there are things here that everyone will find interesting.

The Holocaust Galleries offer a haunting look at the stories of the six million Jewish people who lost their lives in WWII. The Imperial War Museum is the world’s first museum to house Holocaust Galleries and Second World War Galleries in one place, helping visitors to understand the challenges and traumas of past generations. Between them, the First and Second World War Galleries contain thousands of artefacts. Admission is free and the museum is open from 10am to 6pm daily.

Examine Taxidermied Animals at Horniman Museum & GardensMuseum

map

Originally part of the Horniman family residence, the Horniman Museum & Gardens opened as the Surrey House Museum in 1890. Once the building had more purpose, the name was changed in 1901 to the Horniman Museum after former Liberal Party MP Frederick Horniman inherited the building and opened it to the public. The museum holds a collection of objects in anthropology, natural history and musical instruments, but most notable are its taxidermied animals, including a walrus. There are more than 350,000 objects held across three floors – start in the basement for the aquarium of fish, frogs and coral, before heading up to the permanent collections. Afterwards, visit the 6.5-hectare garden to spot wildlife and relax. The museum and gardens are free to visit, though there are charges for the aquarium and butterfly house – an indoor tropical garden with hundreds of butterflies. You need a timed ticket for the butterfly house, so book ahead. On Sundays there is a market with local fruit and vegetables.

Discover Movie-Making History at the Cinema MuseumMuseum

map Google map

Founded in 1986 by Ronald Grant and Martin Humphries, the Cinema Museum has a private collection of movie memorabilia housed within a workhouse that was home to Charlie Chaplin in his youth. The museum has an extensive collection of items from the early days of cinema in the late 19th century through to current movie-making techniques. Tours last about two hours, which include a 30-minute short film about the venue and cinema history in general.

The museum also hosts a vast selection of events throughout the year. Book launches, live talks, screenings and much more are included on its monthly calendar, helping the museum to secure funding for its future. It’s a family-friendly spot, with more than one million photos in the collection. Book your tour ahead, as there are limited spots each day.


SAMPLE HOPS ON BERMONDSEY BEER MILE

Bermondsey’s Beer Mile actually stretches over 1.5 miles, and since the opening of the area’s first brewery in 2009, the number of venues for visitors to explore has increased to 15 – there are trendy venues for visitors of all ages to enjoy. Start your trip along the Beer Mile at Maltby Street Market, which is close to London Bridge Station. Enjoy street food here before heading off on your sudsy journey. Along the way, you can call at the Southwark Brewing Company, The Barrel Project, London Calling Sweden and many other stops. Plan ahead by checking out the venues online and choosing some top picks for your walk.

map Google map



Learn about Britain’s Black Community at Black Cultural ArchivesCultural Archives

map Google map

The Black Cultural Archives was founded in response to the Police and Criminal Evidence Act in 1984 and events such as the New Cross Massacre in 1981. It aims to strengthen the representation of African and Caribbean communities in the UK. As an archive museum, it works to show visitors the Black presence in Britain over the years, celebrating the stories of people and their achievements and allowing visitors to gain a stronger understanding of the challenges of these communities. The archives are free to access, but booking ahead is essential. Casual visitors can enjoy the temporary exhibitions, cafe, educational programs and events on offer.

Absorb Cricketing History at Kia OvalSports Stadium

map Google map

Built on part of the previous Kennington Common, the Kia Oval is one of the world’s most famous cricket grounds and the first one in England on which a Test match was ever played. The first match played here was in June 1724, and the ground still has an annual calendar of local and international matches. Each year it hosts Test matches, including for the highly sought after Ashes, as well as international women’s cricket matches.

If there aren’t any fixtures on during your visit, or you want to see behind the scenes, take a ground tour, which will take you into the famous Long Room and down onto the pitch.

Catch a Movie at Vintage Ritzy CinemaCinema

map Google map

After a few days of walking around London, there’s nothing better than putting your feet up to enjoy a movie at a century-old cinema. Opened in 1911 as the Electric Pavilion, the Ritzy Cinema was one of the first picture houses in England. It’s been a central part of the area’s nightlife for decades, attracting both filmgoers and drinkers (to its bars and fine cafe). Films change weekly, and there are dementia-friendly screenings, weekly jam sessions, and regular Q&A screenings. Indian street-food restaurant En Route operates on the premises.

Dip & Dine at Brockwell LidoOutdoor Pool

map Google map

Brockwell Lido, a beloved fixture since 1937, sits on the fringes of Brockwell Park, the second-largest public open space in Lambeth. Its Olympic-sized pool is cradled by a Grade II–listed art-deco structure and, after a refreshing swim, you can grab a bite to eat at the Lido Cafe. South London’s famed Four Hundred Rabbits now curates the cafe’s menu, which features dishes such as Portuguese eggs and green shakshuka at breakfast, through to wood-fired delicacies at dusk. Alternatively, you can sip on craft beer or select from Borough Wines’ carefully curated selection while taking in the natural beauty of Brockwell Park.

Before or after a swim, it’s always a good idea to take a leisurely wander around the park. Children can hop aboard the miniature railway – a charming 7.25-inch-gauge family railway that runs on Sundays from March to October (complete with a gift shop for keepsakes) – at the Herne Hill end. Book ahead for swim sessions at the Lido.


Travel Back in Time at the Rivoli BallroomRetro Event Space

map Google map

The Rivoli Ballroom transcends time, offering a glimpse into London’s glamorous past as the city’s sole surviving 1950s ballroom. The Grade II–listed space, adorned with plush red velvet, crystal chandeliers, ornate Chinese lanterns and classic flock wallpaper, has appeared in shows such as BBC’s Strictly Come Dancing and in films like The Avengers.

Music legends such as Elton John and Tina Turner have graced the Rivoli Ballroom’s stage, and it continues to see much activity. From the infectious rhythms of ’70s and ’80s disco nights to nostalgia-inducing Northern Soul evenings featuring vinyl treasures spun by legends such as Lucienne Cole, there’s a dance for everyone. The monthly Rouges at the Rivoli pays homage to the ballroom’s illustrious past.

If you’re in London in October, come for the Halloween disco that draws rave reviews (tickets sell out fast, so plan ahead). On Saturdays, the ballroom and Latin events create a multigenerational experience where grandparents dance alongside youngsters. Always book in advance. The bar is cash-only.

Toast With Famous Gin at Beefeater DistilleryDistillery

map Google map

Beefeater Distillery tours begin with an interactive exhibition about the company’s history (the gin dates to 1820 when a pharmacist, James Burrough, used his chemistry skills to invent a winning liquor recipe) before heading to the tasting area. The experience finishes with a quick lesson on making the perfect G&T. For a more in-depth experience, consider upgrading to one of the premium tours – on the Beefeater Crown Jewel Tour, examine stills and learn more about the distillation process, enjoy a speakeasy-style bar with gourmet bar snacks, a G&T, and a goodie bag with a bottle of plonk. Tours run four times a day, Wednesday to Sunday.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

£ Cheap     £ £ Moderate     £ £ £ Pricey
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Eating

Caribbean & African Flavour

Z’s Northern Ghanaian Cuisine£

map Google map

Bringing a taste of northern Ghana to Brixton. The jollof rice with tomato-based beef stew is the most popular dish. noon-6pm Tue-Fri

Wood & Water££

map Google map

A menu of British dishes with Jamaican flavours, such as fish pie with ackee. Owned by former Miss Jamaica Universe April Jackson. 5pm-midnight Tue-Fri, 11am-12.30am Sat, 11am-5pm Sun

Beza Ethiopian Food£

map Google map

Colourful Elephant & Castle Ethiopian spot serving nearly 10 guilt-free and traditional vegan stews a day with lots of injera. noon-10pm Tue-Sat

Sunday Roast

Trinity Arms££

map Google map

Traditional British food in a snug pub in Brixton. You can get a hearty roast any time. noon-11pm Sun-Thu, noon-midnight Fri & Sat

Old Nun’s Head££

map Google map

Child-friendly Peckham pub with open mic and other events. All of its roasts are available gluten-free. noon-midnight Mon-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat, to 11pm Sun

The Selkirk££

map

Gastropub in Tooting with quiz nights and live music. Harissa-glazed aubergines are a tasty alternative for vegans and a roasted butternut, mushroom and spinach wellington for vegetarians. noon-11pm Mon-Wed, to midnight Thu-Sat, to 10.30pm Sun

South Asian

Dosa N Chutney£

map

Casual dining space in which to try the restaurant’s namesake, dosa, the crispy South Asian chickpea pancake. The varied menu leaves room for other tasty South Asian dishes, too. noon-10pm

Lahore Karahi£

map

Unassuming restaurant serving up Pakistani cuisine at affordable prices. The restaurant is always busy with locals. 10am-midnight

Mirch Masala Tooting£

map

Karahi dishes are grilled to perfection and well-seasoned in this swanky venue. It’s BYOB, so grab your choice of a bottle on the way. noon-midnight

[image: img]
Drinking

Pubs

Cutty Sark Tavern

map Google map

Upscale Georgian pub spread across three floors, giving you direct access to River Thames views – grab a table near the window. 10am-5pm


The Florence

map Google map

Traditionally styled pub with British meals that makes a perfect stop if exploring Brockwell Park – it’s right opposite the green space. noon-11pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat, to 10.30pm Sun

Ivy House

map Google map

Community-owned pub in a 1930s setting. Visit on Wednesdays for a heated but fun pub quiz, Thursdays for some comedy and theatre, and Fridays for live gigs. noon-11pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat, to 10.30pm Sun

Live Music

Blues Kitchen Brixton

map Google map

Blues restaurant and bar with American comfort food and regular live music. At night, the venue turns into a club with a DJ until the early hours. 5pm-midnight Mon-Thu, 5pm-2.30am Fri, noon-3am Sat, noon-10.30pm Sun

Hootananny Brixton

map Google map

Brixton pub and music venue that features roots reggae, ska and Afrobeat artists on the lineup. You can play snooker in the pub before a performance. 5pm-midnight Sun-Wed, 5pm-2am Thu, 5pm-3am Fri & Sat

Brixton Windmill

map Google map

Underground performers take to the stage at this tucked-away hub for independent musicians in Brixton Hill. 6pm-11pm Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat

Cocktails

Hacha

map Google map

Agaveria in Brixton with a changing lineup of 25 agave-based spirits poured into cocktails. Also home to Mirror Margarita, a reinterpretation of the timeless classic. 5-11pm Tue-Sat.

Funkidory

map Google map

Cosy bar in Peckham serving from an original cocktail menu. They’re willing to craft concoctions based on your preferences. The owners have a deep love for funk and sell vinyl records inside. 5pm-11pm Tue-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat.

Shrub and Shutter

map Google map

Cocktail and listening bar with an intimate vibe, with creative cocktails like Island Life – mixing rum and pineapple with wine, plus a touch of cardamom and salt. 5pm-11pm Tue & Wed, to midnight Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat.

[image: img]
Shopping

Markets

Bermondsey Antiques Market

map Google map

On the site of the former Bermondsey Abbey, the market has evolved over the years into a great destination for antique bargain hunters. 6am-2pm

Tooting Market

map

One of two indoor markets in this area (along with Broadway Market Tooting), Tooting Market is almost a century old with a mix of retail stores, vintage items and global food vendors. 8am-11pm Mon-Thu, 8am-midnight Fri & Sat, 10am-11pm Sun

Mercato Metropolitano

map Google map

A celebration of sustainable, globally centred living right in the middle of Elephant & Castle and Borough Tube stations. noon-11pm Mon-Wed, noon-midnight Thu, noon-1am Fri, 11am-1am Sat, 11am-10pm Sun





Explore

St Paul’s & the City

The original city of London is where its historic core is still to be found – ancient Roman ruins sit beneath state-of-the-art skyscrapers along narrow streets that all seem to boast a Sir Christopher Wren church. His magnum opus, St Paul’s Cathedral, still sits in the centre, drawing the crowds, as does the other big historic hit, perched on its southeastern edge – the Tower of London, where stories of murder and treason haunt the historic hallways that are home to England’s greatest treasure, the Crown Jewels. These historic sites now vie for attention with a growing skyscape that boasts celebrities such as the Cheesegrater and the Walkie Talkie, each offering its own unique experience of London. With few residents, the City of London is home to workers throughout the week, but it can feel eerily quiet at weekends.



[image: jpg]

See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-busgif]g Bus

Numerous routes take passengers through the City’s main streets.

[image: icon-boatgif]f Boat

For the most scenic way to arrive, Thames Clippers runs boats from Tower Millennium Pier next to the Tower of London to North Greenwich in the east and Putney in the west.

[image: icon-ubahngif]X Underground

The City is served by several Tube lines, plus train services running through mainline stations Moorgate, Liverpool St, Fenchurch St, Cannon St, Blackfriars and City Thameslink.


THE BEST

Step into a treasury of history at the TOWER OF LONDON.

Experience a symbol of resilience at ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL.

Marvel at London’s ultramodern architecture from the SKY GARDEN.

Elevate dinner to new heights in art-deco-inspired CITY SOCIAL.
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1Top Experiences

Tower of LondonH5

St Paul’s CathedralD4




1Experiences

1Roman Fort & City WallD3

2City Wall at Vine StreetG4

3Duck & WaffleG3

4Darwin BrasserieF4

5MadisonD4

6St Andrew’s ChurchB3

7St Mary AldermaryD4

8St Mary-le-BowD4

9St Bride’sB4

10Ye Olde Cheshire CheeseB4

11Viaduct TavernC3

12Hoop & GrapesH4

13Ye Olde WatlingD4

14Ye Olde MitreB3

15Garden at 120G4

16GherkinG4

17CheesegraterF4

18Mansion HouseE4

19Monument to the Great Fire of LondonF5

20Central Criminal CourtC3

21Victorian Bath HouseF3

22GuildhallE3

23Smithfield MarketC2

24Sky GardenF4

25Bank of England MuseumE4

26BarbicanD2




5Eating

27Coppa ClubG5

28Oyster ShedE5

29Bread Street KitchenD4

30Fortnum’s Bar & RestaurantE4

31Paternoster Chop HouseC4

32Polo BarG3

33Byward Kitchen & BarG5

34Café Rouge St Paul’sC4

35Ivy City GardenF3

36City SocialF3

37AnglerF2

Bob Bob Cité(see 17)

38BrigadiersE4

39Karamay Uyghur KitchenG4

40Bibimbap To GoF4

41Thai Square Mansion HouseD4

Café Below(see 8)




6Drinking

42El VinoB4

43Humble GrapeG3

44Willy’s Wine BarG4

45Wren CoffeeD4

46Carter Lane Coffee HouseC4

47Alchemy CaféC4




7Shopping

48London Silver VaultsA3










TOP EXPERIENCE

Tower of London

With a history as bloody as it is fascinating, the fortress dates to the 11th century. The castle contains 22 towers and has served as a palace, observatory, armoury, mint, zoo, prison and execution site. It’s also home to England’s greatest treasure, the Crown Jewels.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Make sure your visit isn’t too late in the day, as ideally you should set aside three to four hours to see everything.

[image: barcode]

Avoid the queues by grabbing your ticket online for a 30-minute arrival slot.



Tower Green

The buildings to the west and south have always accommodated Tower officials. The current constable’s flat in Queen’s House was built in 1540. But what looks like a peaceful, village-like slice of the Tower’s inner ward is actually one of its bloodiest. This is Scaffold Site; those who met their fate here include two of Henry VIII’s wives, Anne Boleyn and Catherine Howard, and Robert Devereux, Earl of Essex, once a favourite of Elizabeth I.

Crown Jewels

North of the White Tower is Waterloo Barracks, home of the priceless Crown Jewels. Visitors file past film clips of the jewels and their role through history before reaching the vault itself. Once inside, you’ll be dazzled by lavishly bejewelled sceptres, orbs and crowns. Two travelators take you past all the other coronation regalia, including the platinum crown of the late Queen Mother, Elizabeth, which is set with the 106-carat Koh-i-Noor or ‘Mountain of Light’ diamond, and the Sovereign’s Sceptre with Cross, topped with the droplet-shaped, 530-carat Great Star of Africa diamond (also known as Cullinan I). Photography is prohibited here. Further on, exhibited together, are the centrepieces: St Edward’s Crown (1661) and the Imperial State Crown (1937), the former named after Edward the Confessor, with a solid gold frame weighing 2.23kg, and the latter boasting 2868 diamonds (including the 317-carat Second Star of Africa, also known as Cullinan II), sapphires, emeralds, rubies and pearls. Both were worn by King Charles III at his coronation.
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White Tower

The oldest building in all of London, the White Tower was constructed from stone by William the Conqueror in the 1070s and was the original Tower of London – the current name arose after Henry III whitewashed it in the 13th century. At just 27m high, the fortress was a veritable skyscraper in the Middle Ages, dwarfing the residents of the wooden huts that would have surrounded the castle walls. Its interior now houses the Royal Armouries collection of cannons, guns and armour. One of the most remarkable exhibits is Henry VIII’s suits of armour, which include one made for him when he was aged 24 and another when he was 50 with a 129cm waist.


THE CEREMONY OF THE KEYS

Said to be the world’s oldest military ceremony, the locking of the Tower’s gates has been performed nightly for more than 700 years. It begins at 9.53pm. Tickets are booked online.




QUICK BREAK

There are three cafes, plus kiosks and seasonal carts to keep visitors refreshed with snacks and warm drinks. The Tower of London Cafe also serves cocktails and beers.



Chapel of St John the Evangelist

This unadorned 11th-century chapel (pictured) is the oldest part of the White Tower; its vaulted ceiling, rounded archways and 14 stone pillars are a fine example of Norman architecture. It was used as a national record office and was where Elizabeth of York, wife of grief-stricken Henry VII, lay in state for 12 days, having died during childbirth in 1503.
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Bloody Tower

Directly opposite Traitors’ Gate is the Bloody Tower (1225), so named because 12-year-old Edward V and his brother Richard were imprisoned and probably murdered here. The blame is directed (most notably by Shakespeare) towards their uncle, Richard III. A small exhibition recreates the study of explorer Sir Walter Raleigh – a repeat prisoner here – and looks at torture in the Tower, with gruesome replica devices such as the rack and the Scavenger’s daughter.

Medieval Palace

The Medieval Palace complex has three towers. The entrance is via St Thomas’ Tower (built 1275–79), where there’s a reconstructed hall and bedchamber from Edward I’s time. Adjoining Wakefield Tower (1220–40) was built by his father, Henry III, and furnished with a replica throne and other adornments. During the 15th-century Wars of the Roses, Henry VI is said to have been murdered as he knelt in prayer in this tower; a memorial plaque on the chapel floor commemorates him. There’s a display on torture in the basement, but it’s accessed through another entrance. The main route continues through Lanthorn Tower (1220–38), residence of medieval queens.

Wall Walk

The Tower’s immense inner wall was added by Henry III in 1220 to improve the castle’s defences and the Wall Walk allows you to tour its eastern and northern edges. Start at the southeastern Salt Tower, probably built to store saltpetre for gunpowder and, as the historic graffiti suggests, prisoners such as St Henry Walpole. The walk continues into Broad Arrow and Constable Towers, containing small displays on weapons and the Peasants’ Revolt. Martin Tower, which once housed the Crown Jewels, contains an exhibition about the original coronation regalia, with some older crowns on show.


THE BEEFEATERS

The iconic Yeomen Warders (Beefeaters), dressed in their signature red-trimmed navy uniform, have been guarding the Tower of London since the 15th century. Though their roles today are mostly ceremonial, they still have to have served at least 22 years in the British Armed Forces to qualify for the job.





TOP EXPERIENCE

St Paul’s Cathedral

Sir Christopher Wren’s grey-domed masterpiece is the City of London’s most magnificent building. Built between 1675 and 1710 after the Great Fire destroyed its predecessor, St Paul’s was the world’s first triple-domed cathedral. Its vast, climbable cupolas still soar triumphantly over Ludgate Hill.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Free guided tours depart several times a day. Reserve a place at the tour desk.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for prices and opening hours.



Chapel Interior

In the north aisle is the grand Duke of Wellington Memorial, which took 54 years to build and had to have the horse turned shortly after its unveiling because its rear was facing the altar. Beneath the dome is the Latin epitaph written for Wren by his son, which translates to ‘Reader, if you seek his monument, look around you’. In the north transept chapel is William Holman Hunt’s celebrated 19th-century painting The Light of the World, which depicts Christ knocking at a vine-covered door that can only be opened from within. In the heart of the cathedral is the high altar and spectacular quire (or chancel) with its dazzling ceilings, arches and colourful mosaics, flanked by the ornately carved choir stalls. Near the altar, with its massive gilded oak baldacchino (canopy), is the American Memorial Chapel, commemorating the 28,000 British-based Americans who died in WWII.

In the north quire aisle, Henry Moore’s abstract Mother and Child: Hood sculpture stands next to Bill Viola’s Mary, a video companion to his poignant installation in the south quire called Martyrs (Earth, Air, Fire, Water), which depicts four figures being overwhelmed by natural forces. Back toward the central dome is an effigy of 17th-century metaphysical poet and one-time cathedral dean John Donne, the only complete effigy to survive the Great Fire of London.
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Dome

Inspired by the Vatican’s St Peter’s Basilica, Wren wanted to construct a dome that was imposing on the outside but not disproportionately large inside and so he built it in three parts: a plastered brick inner dome, a non-structural lead outer dome and a brick cone between to hold it all together, one inside the other. He originally wanted mosaics to decorate the interior of the dome, but the sober grey monochrome tones of Sir James Thornhill’s scenes from the life of St Paul were deemed more appropriately Protestant. Victorian-era mosaics were added in between the arches and the dome, depicting the four evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, and the four major prophets, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and Jeremiah. There are 528 stairs, split in three, leading up to the cathedral’s galleries; the Whispering Gallery, 30m above, where whispers travel by clinging to the wall’s edges; the 53m-high Stone Gallery, an obscured outdoor viewing platform; and at the top, the Golden Gallery, offering superb 360-degree views of London.


QUICK BREAK

Madison is a great place to eat and admire the cathedral. Bottomless brunches are on Saturdays and Sundays and DJ sessions are on the roof on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights.




SERVICES & CHOIRS

There’s no charge to attend a service, but not all areas are accessible. To hear the famous choir, attend Sunday Eucharist or Evensong (5pm Monday to Saturday, 3pm Sunday).



Crypt

Beneath the cathedral is the OBE Chapel – for members of the Order of the British Empire services and the famous crypt with memorials to nearly 300 famous Brits, including Florence Nightingale and Winston Churchill. Those actually buried here include the Duke of Wellington, Christopher Wren and painter JMW Turner. The cathedral’s cafe, gift shop and toilets are also located in the crypt.
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Churchyard & Surrounds

An impressive 1886 statue of the ruling monarch when St Paul’s was built, Queen Anne, adorns the cathedral steps. Outside the north transept entrance, now ramped for equal access, is the People of London Memorial to Londoners killed or injured during WWII.

St Paul’s Survives

St Paul’s Cathedral became a symbol of British resilience during WWII after the iconic picture ‘St Paul’s Survives’ appeared in the Daily Mail in December 1940, showing the Cathedral’s dome standing defiant amid a bombed-out London. Recognising the symbolic power of the cathedral’s survival and the impact on public morale should it fall, Prime Minister Winston Churchill sent all the City’s firefighters to protect it.


SUMMER LATES

See St Paul’s at twilight during these seasonal after-hours visits at a discounted price. These tickets offer access to the cathedral floor and crypt, plus the quire, geometric staircase and the Chapel of St Michael and St George.





WALKING TOUR

Iconic Bridge Walk

This walk follows the Thames Path between two of the city’s most iconic bridges, offering spectacular views and unveiling hidden riverside heritage.


START

Tower Bridge

END

Millennium Bridge

LENGTH

1 mile; 30 minutes-1 hour
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1 Tower Bridge

Admire the unusual perspective of London’s most famous bridge. Then walk the cobbled stretch that passes the Tower of London, stopping at Traitors’ Gate, where those who betrayed the Crown used to enter to have their heads removed.

2 Southbank Views

After leaving the Tower Hill complex, the path opens up at the wooden-decked Sugar Quay Jetty for the best views of South Bank and its towering Shard. The next stop is easily missed; just after Old Watermen’s Walk, a sign on winding concrete stairs points up to St Magnus Roof Garden, a little-known green roof terrace with elevated views over the Thames.

3 Where Criminals Met their End

Return to the path and, before passing under London Bridge, walk halfway up the silver London Bridge stairs for the interesting plaque that shows the site in antiquity, when the heads of criminals and traitors were displayed on spikes on the bridge.

4 Signs of Mithra

Just past the busy Oyster Shed, you’ll come to Walbrook Wharf, the only freight wharf still operating in the City of London, where a plaque reveals that the remains of a temple to Mithra and an impressive sculpted head of the pagan god were discovered here.

5 Ancient St Paul’s Map

Passing through the quaint, Victorian-style Fruiterers Passage, note the print on the wall showing St Paul’s before the Wren rebuild. A bit further on, the Queenhithe Mosaic maps the history of the City right up to 2014 in a mosaic. Your penultimate stop is the Trig Lane Stairs where, at low tide, a small pebble beach appears.

6 The ‘Wobbly Bridge’

It’s just a few yards to the finish at the elegant steel, aluminium and concrete Millennium Bridge. It was dubbed the ‘Wobbly Bridge’ on opening day, but has since been modified so it doesn’t move. It sits in front of the Tate Modern to the south and Peter’s Hill below St Paul’s Cathedral to the north. Designed by Anthony Caro and Sir Norman Foster, it makes for a stunning night picture.



EXPERIENCES

Explore the Remnants of LondiniumAncient Relics

Although there’s scattered evidence of earlier settlements in the area, it was the Romans who founded the first major town on the River Thames in 47 CE, just four years after invading, and it is from that settlement, Londinium, that we get the modern name of England’s capital. The clearest examples of this are the various lumps of the original Roman city wall, which encased the ancient city, horseshoe-like, around the Thames. The most impressive segments are the London Wall (map Google map) at Noble St, at Tower Hill Station, and the Roman Wall of Londinium inside the Tower of London. A large segment of the wall, along with the foundations of a bastion, was discovered in 1979 at the newly opened the City Wall at Vine Street (map Google map); here the wall is tastefully displayed with artefacts found nearby beneath the office blocks. Another section of the wall, though largely made up of later Tudor bricks, can be found at the northern edge of the Barbican estate along with a medieval tower.

Meals with a ViewSky Dining

Duck & Waffle (map Google map) is a great spot for a late-night or early feed. You can survey the kingdom at twilight from one of the highest restaurants in London (on the 40th floor) while tucking into the signature dish: a fluffy waffle topped with a crispy leg of duck confit and a fried duck egg, drenched in mustard-seed maple syrup. London’s highest rooftop brasserie, Darwin Brasserie (map Google map), serves up all-day dining dishes inspired by British cuisine. Dine on tender steaks, light gnocchi or gourmet burgers before wandering around the stunning Sky Garden, entry to which is part of your reservation. For the finest up-close-and-personal view of Sir Christopher Wren’s magnum opus, head for Madison (map Google map), which is a sleek, Manhattan-style cocktail bar–cum-restaurant perched at One New Change’s penthouse spot. Enjoy the weekend New York brunch, with mains such as fried chicken on pancakes, atop the rooftop terrace, with St Paul’s Cathedral staring right at you.


The Roman Cult of Mithra

Inspired by Iranian worship of the Zoroastrian divinity Mithra, the Roman cult was a mystery religion that allowed only initiates to take part in ceremonies in its underground temples, and had its own distinct imagery, with Mithra shown as being born from a rock, slaughtering a bull and banqueting with the sun god, Sol. Although hugely popular across the western Roman empire – some estimates claim nearly 700 Mithraic temples existed in Rome alone – no written narratives about the religion have been found, so its practices are a mystery, with scholars disputing interpretations of evidence. The cult eventually died out to be replaced by Christianity across the Roman empire.



Explore Wren’s Sacred SpacesChurches

Sir Christopher Wren oversaw the rebuilding of 52 churches following the Great Fire of London in 1666, and many of them still stand within the City of London. Wren rebuilt St Andrew’s Church (map Google map) in Holborn 20 years after the Great Fire and it was his largest parish church. Dating back to the 10th century, St Andrew’s spacious interior includes tall, clear, arched windows, a vaulted roof with gilded stucco and a mezzanine.

You’ll find yourself staring at the ceiling of the columned nave, covered in gleaming white plaster fan vaulting that’s offset by the polished wood pews and medieval-style blood-red floor tiles, inside St Mary Aldermary (map Google map), which Wren built in 1682.

Had it not been for Wren rebuilding St Mary-le-Bow (map Google map) by 1673, local Cockneys might have been scrabbling around for another yardstick to determine their ‘Eastendness’. It remains that those born within earshot of the bells are true Cockneys.

The Wren-designed St Bride’s (map Google map), dating to 1672 and near the former epicentre of the UK press (Fleet St), is still referred to as the ‘journalists’ church’; a moving memorial honours journalists who died in the line of duty.

Drink in an Ancient London BoozerHistoric Pubs

One of the most evocative ways to experience old London is to grab a pint in a historic watering hole, where people did hundreds of years ago. Many of them have original features, and all have bucketloads of charm. Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese (map Google map) was rebuilt in 1667 after the Great Fire and is one of London’s most famous – and most crowded – boozers, with strong literary connections: Mark Twain, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Charles Dickens were regulars. The low-lit, Victorian interior makes you wonder if some are still here.

Reportedly one of London’s most haunted pubs, the Viaduct Tavern (map Google map) opened in 1869 and is one of the only remaining Victorian gin palaces in the City. The Hoop & Grapes (map Google map), dating back to the 13th century, survived the Great Fire but the current structure probably dates from the 17th century. Some say the pub hides a tunnel that once led to the Tower of London.

Ye Olde Watling (map Google map), dating to 1668, sits on the ancient Roman Road; Christopher Wren supposedly drew up the plans for St Paul’s Cathedral here. Ye Olde Mitre (map Google map) is reportedly where Queen ElizabethI danced with her rumoured lover, Sir Christopher Hatton, around a cherry tree – the stump of which is inside.


ACCESS TO THE SKIES

The best way to admire the City of London’s quirky skyscrapers up close is from atop the Garden at 120 (map Google map), which is on Fenchurch St, surrounded by several of the big hitters and free to enter. With every single City building privately owned, getting inside can be tricky. The Lloyds Building and 22 Bishopsgate aren’t open to the public at all; but the Gherkin (map Google map) and the Cheesegrater (map) both have bookable restaurants, as does the Walkie Talkie, which is the most accessible thanks to its stunning Sky Garden on floors 34 to 37 (prebooking essential).



Step Inside the Mansion HouseHistoric Property

map Google map

Opposite the Bank of England stands porticoed Mansion House, the official residence of the Lord Mayor of London since 1752. Built by George Dance the Elder, its magnificent interiors include an impressive art collection and the awe-inspiring Egypt room, with its tall columns supporting a narrow attic area. The room isn’t ‘Egyptian’ at all and is only called this because it was inspired by Roman architecture in Egypt. Tours of Mansion House take place every Tuesday, leaving from the porch entrance on Walbrook.

Remember the Great Fire of LondonMonument

map Google map

A Christopher Wren masterpiece, this immense Doric column of Portland stone is a monumental reminder of the 1666 Great Fire of London, which destroyed 80% of the city. It stands 62m high, which is exactly the distance along the ground to the bakery in Pudding Lane where the fire is thought to have started. Although dwarfed by London’s modern skyscrapers, the Monument towered over the city when first built. Climbing up the column’s 311 spiral steps to appreciate the golden ‘ball’ of fire at the apex still offers decent views thanks to its central location.

Attend the Central Criminal CourtCourthouse

map Google map

Taking in a trial at the ‘Old Bailey’ is quite the thrill. Even if you end up at a fairly run-of-the-mill case, simply being in the court where the Kray twins and Oscar Wilde once appeared is memorable.

The daily register of cases is posted outside, right off the main doorway on Old Bailey; the public-gallery entrance is via Warwick Passage, a few steps to the south. Choose from 18 courts, of which the oldest courts – one to four – usually have the most interesting cases. If you’re interested in a high-profile trial, get here early and remember that cameras, video equipment, mobile phones, large bags, food and drink are all forbidden inside, and there are no cloakrooms or lockers for storage.

Have a Drink in a Victorian Bath HouseExclusive Bar

map Google map

The Victorian Bath House, a stunning monument inspired by Islamic design, complete with onion dome, crescent and star, was originally built as a Turkish bath in 1895, when they were all the rage in Victorian England.

Having survived the Blitz, it now sits dwarfed by office blocks near London’s Liverpool St Station and functions as an uber-exclusive subterranean bar. In spite of its obvious allusions to Islamic design, the architect G Harold Elphick reportedly modelled it on the shrine at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.


Why Sir Christopher Wren?

Christopher Wren didn’t study architecture until he was in his 30s. At Oxford, he studied Latin, science and mathematics, though he was asked to design several buildings at the university to cut his architectural teeth. During a 1665 trip to Paris he formally studied architecture and began drawing up plans, influenced by Italian sculptor and architect Bernini, to rebuild the dire-looking St Paul’s Cathedral. A year later, the Great Fire of London destroyed two-thirds of the city and Wren oversaw the rebuild of London, plus Hampton Court Palace, the Royal Hospital at Chelsea and the Old Royal Naval College, among others.



Tour Guildhall, the City’s Government SeatGothic Government Building

map Google map

Grade I–listed Guildhall has been the City’s seat of government for more than 800 years. The Great Hall dates from the early 15th century and is positively Hogwartsian in its Gothic grandeur, with pointy arched windows and 27m-high ceilings. Meanwhile, the Grade II–listed Old Library, built in 1872 by Sir Horace Jones of Tower Bridge fame, houses 126,000 books and stained-glass windows that illustrate the introduction of printing to England.

It’s the only remaining secular structure to have survived the Great Fire of 1666, although it was severely damaged both then and during the Blitz of 1940. Monthly tours take place within its medieval walls.

Shop at Smithfield MarketMidnight Shopping

map Google map

Although most of the transactions today are wholesale, anyone can shop at Smithfield Market, London’s last surviving meat market. The night market runs from midnight to 7am, with some trade continuing up to midday. Visitors are advised to arrive before 7am to see it in full swing, shop around, ask the friendly sellers questions and enquire about prices, which, as a wholesale market, may not always be displayed. The market has been here since the 12th century, with the colourful building it now sits in designed by Sir Horace Jones.

Visit a Garden in the SkySkyscraper Oasis

map Google map

The ferns, fig trees and purple African lilies that clamber up the top three storeys of the ‘Walkie Talkie’ skyscraper are mere wallflowers at this 155m-high rooftop garden – it’s the extraordinary 360-degree views of London that make the vast, airport-terminal-like space so popular. The Sky Garden has front-row seats overlooking the Shard, and vistas that gallop for miles east and west. Visits must be booked online at least three weeks in advance, as tickets run out very quickly. A few limited tickets are released early on Monday mornings if you’re willing to turn up and queue.

Explore the Evolution of Money at the Bank of England MuseumMuseum

map Google map

The surprisingly interesting Bank of England Museum is all about money and the history of the Bank of England, founded in 1694, in a small building attached to the bank’s main offices.

Visitors wander through five galleries that take them from the bank’s earliest years, when it was founded to raise money during a war with France, through the 1800s and right up to its modern role as the nation’s central bank. Interactive highlights include the chance to hold an actual solid-gold bar, which weighs a hefty 13kg and is worth more than £570,000.

The most powerful section is the Bank’s new Slavery & the Bank exhibition, which has begun exploring the Bank of England’s links to slavery. One of the most chilling displays in this gallery is the ‘inventory’ from one of the two sugar plantations the bank owned in the late 1700s, listing the monetary value of each enslaved man, woman and child. Another describes the bank’s more famous customers’ involvement in the human trade, including George Washington, who personally owned slaves.

Witness the Barbican ’s Brutalist BeautyCultural Centre

map Google map

Built on a huge post-WWII bomb site, the Barbican gets its name from the Latin ‘Barbecana’, which were the Roman fortifications that once stood here protecting ancient Londinium. Some remains of that defence system can still be seen in the estate’s southwest section.

The architectural value of this sprawling, brutalist housing estate divides Londoners, but it is now Grade II listed and remains a sought-after living space, as well as the City’s preeminent cultural centre. Public spaces include a tropical conservatory, two theatres, three cinemas, a concert hall and two art galleries: Barbican Art Gallery and the Curve. Find your bearings on a 90-minute architecture tour, or go for a stroll by yourself – the area around the fountain-studded central lake, where there is ample seating and a cafe with an outdoor terrace, is definitely the highlight.


American Bridge Blunder

Did an American purchase the boring old London Bridge thinking he was buying Tower Bridge? The answer to this longstanding rumour mocking Americans is a categorical ‘no’. Missouri-born millionaire Robert McCulloch knew exactly which bridge he was buying when he parted with nearly US$2.5 million in April 1968 to transport London Bridge brick by brick – over the course of three years – to Arizona where he rebuilt it across Lake Havasu at an eventual cost of $7m.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

£ Cheap     £ £ Moderate     £ £ £ Pricey
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Eating

Riverside Dining

Coppa Club££

map Google map

With Tower Bridge views and an Italian menu, this all-day restaurant is the spot to nab, especially the outdoor tables encased in geodesic dome igloos. 9am-11pm

Oyster Shed££

map Google map

Floor-to-ceiling windows and a decent ‘British’ menu, but it can get noisy in the week when city drinkers pour out of their offices. 10am-11pm Mon-Sat, 11am-5pm Sun

British

Bread Street Kitchen£££

map Google map

Bringing hipster East London to the City, Gordon Ramsay’s warehouse-like space does cooked breakfasts and British favourites. 7.30am-10pm Mon-Fri

Fortnum’s Bar & Restaurant££

map Google map

London’s posh department store’s bar-restaurant has suited staff serving calves’ liver and bacon, savoury pies and catch of the day. 7.30am-10pm Mon-Fri

Paternoster Chop House££

map Google map

Classic British chophouse serving up prime meat dishes in a contemporary restaurant. noon-3pm & 5-9pm Mon-Sat

Breakfast

Polo Bar£

map Google map

Laid-back British cafe open all day and night for breakfast, brunch, lunch and dinner, plus desserts. 24 hours

Byward Kitchen & Bar££

map Google map

An adventurous menu that includes chorizo hash and Indian-style menemen as well as the usual English offerings. 9am-5pm

Café Rouge St Paul’s££

map Google map

For an array of English breakfasts, including excellent vegan options, in this retro Parisian setting. 9am-9pm

Ivy City Garden£££

map Google map

Treat yourself to the divine weekly breakfast, the Ivy Full English, or the seasonal brunches in this as-to-be-expected exquisite setting. 8am-10.30pm Mon-Fri, 11am–10.30pm Sat, 11am-4.30pm Sun

Michelin-Listed

City Social£££

map Google map

Art-deco-inspired, low-lit interior with sublime views from the 24th floor and a delicate modern-British cuisine. noon-11.30pm Mon-Fri, 4pm-midnight Sat

Angler£££

map Google map

Chef Gary Foulkes offers an ever-changing menu of seasonal and sustainable seafood from British waters. noon-2pm Tue-Fri, 6pm-9pm Tue-Sat


Bob Bob Ricard City£££

map Google map

Sitting on the 3rd floor of the Cheesegrater, with ostentatious decor and the infamous champagne button. noon-midnight Tue-Sat

Brigadiers£

map Google map

Loud and lively; street-food and barbecue Michelin menu and a setting inspired by the mess clubs of India. noon-10.30pm Mon-Sat

Asian

Karamay Uyghur Kitchen££

map Google map

Great food at this Sino-Turkic restaurant serving kebabs alongside fragrant rice and noodle dishes. noon-10pm Tue-Sun

Bibimbap To Go£

map Google map

Chilli chicken and tofu bibimbap as well as other Korean options like kimchi soup and beef booi-go-gi bento boxes. noon-10pm

Thai Square Mansion House£££

map Google map

Authentic Thai dishes like massaman curry and pad thai in an elegant setting. noon-3.30pm & 5.30-10.30pm Mon-Fri
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Drinking

Wine

El Vino

map Google map

This venerable institution is where legal types come to let their hair (wigs?) down. noon-10pm Mon-Fri

Humble Grape

map Google map

Informed staff help navigate the wall of wines lining this bar’s bare brick walls. noon-11pm Mon-Fri

Willy’s Wine Bar

map Google map

Low-lit wine bar with a barrel-like wooden roof, an English menu and sharing plates in the evening. 11am-9pm Mon & Tue, 11am-10pm Wed-Fri

Coffee

Wren Coffee

map Google map

Coffee with delicious cakes as well as breakfast and lunch options in a striking church. 7am-4.30pm Mon-Fri

Café Below

map Google map

In the Norman crypt of St Mary-le-Bow; great coffee and seasonal breakfast and lunch. 11am-2.30pm Mon & Tue, 7.30am-2.30pm Wed-Fri

Carter Lane Coffee House

map Google map

Spot your favourite place on the postcards behind the counter of this pretty little cafe. 7am-4.30pm Mon-Fri

Alchemy Café

map Google map

Small artisanal coffee shop with delicious pastries. 8am-3pm Mon-Fri

[image: img]
Shopping

Shopping Centres

One New Change

map

Shopping centre housing mainly high-street brands and decent restaurants. The 6th floor has gorgeous St Paul’s Cathedral views. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat, noon-6pm Sun

London Silver Vaults

map Google map

Step inside this subterranean market for the largest collection of antique silverware for sale in the world. Get everything from shiny spoons to intricate ornaments. 9am-5pm Mon-Fri, to 1pm Sat





Explore

Tate Modern & South Bank

Spanning from Lambeth Bridge to London Bridge and following the southern bank of the River Thames, South Bank is a must-visit neighbourhood. It has been a place for entertainment since the Middle Ages and it has continued to grow as a destination packed with arts and cultural venues. Royal Festival Hall is home to the London Philharmonic Orchestra, Tate Modern is filled with contemporary art, and the Globe theatre, reconstructed in Tudor style, pays homage to Shakespeare. Puncturing the skies above is the Shard, with the historic Borough Market near its base. Every corner echoes with art, music and the energy of the crowds.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walking

The best way to experience what the area has to offer in fine weather.

[image: icon-busgif]g Bus

These run along the main roads in the area and some bridges across the Thames.

[image: icon-ubahngif]X Tube

Numerous Underground stations are within walking distance of the South Bank and Tate Modern.

[image: icon-boatgif]f Boat

Uber clipper boats stop at Bankside Pier, a few minutes from the Tate Modern, for the most scenic route into the area, from Barking Riverside in the east to Putney in the west.


THE BEST

Climb aboard the iconic LONDON EYE for great views.

Experience a reconstruction of Shakespeare’s theatre at SHAKESPEARE’S GLOBE.

Spend hours viewing modern art in the enormous TATE MODERN.

Go on a taste discovery in BOROUGH MARKET.
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1Top Experiences

Tate ModernE2




1Experiences

1London EyeA4

2Leake Street ArchesB4

3ShardH3

4Millennium BridgeE2

5Shakespeare’s GlobeF2

6Southbank CentreG5

7BFI IMAXH6

8Royal Festival HallG5

9Southwark CathedralG3

10Gabriel’s WharfC2

11Borough MarketG3

12Golden Jubilee BridgesA3

13Riverside Terrace CaféF5

14Monmouth Coffee CompanyG3

15Beany GreenF5

16BFI SouthbankG5

17National TheatreH5

18Old VicC4

19London Bridge Experience & London TombsG2

20London DungeonA4

21Limin South BankC2

22ChocofruitG6

23EthiopiquesG6

24VaultsB4

25Sea Life London AquariumA4

26Southbank Centre Book MarketG5

27Southbank Skate SpaceG5

28Oxo Tower BrasserieC2

29Lower Marsh MarketC4

30Garden MuseumA6

31BFI MediathequeG5

32Florence Nightingale MuseumB4

33Thames RocketsA4

34Between the BridgesF6

35South Bank Busking PitchF6

36Anchor BanksideF2




5Eating

37HutongH3

38HannahA4

39SkylonG5

40LyanessD2

41County HallA4

42Swan at the GlobeF2

43Anchor & HopeD3

44Duke of SussexC4

45Founder’s ArmsE2

46Green RoomH5

47ParadisoC2

48Black PennyB3

49PabellonG6

50JoliG3

51Polish DeliG6

52Wahaca South BankG5

53OKAN South BankA4

54Ping PongG6

55Nando’sC2

56GiraffeG5

57MamuśkaB4




6Drinking

58UnderstudyH4

59Hole in The WallB3

60Waterloo TapG6

61Call Me Mr LuckyG3

62Swift BoroughG3




7Shopping

63Southbank Centre ShopG6










TOP EXPERIENCE

Tate Modern

This art powerhouse stands proud on the South Bank as a tribute to international modern and contemporary art. It’s located within the decommissioned, repurposed and utterly striking Bankside Power Station, home to over 800 enthralling pieces from established and emerging artists from over 50 countries.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Book way in advance for special exhibitions, which can sell out fast. Forty-five-minute free guided tours of parts of the permanent collection happen at noon, 1pm and 2pm daily (meeting point on Level 2 of the Natalie Bell Building).

[image: barcode]

Download the Tate Modern map to help you plan your visit.



Turbine Hall

This vast post-industrial space once housed the power station’s electricity generators; now it’s a seriously commanding gallery for large-scale sculptures, experiential art and installations. Anything on show here is always dramatic, often interactive, and designed to wow as people enter the gallery. Walk right through the main 155m (500ft) long, 35m (115ft) high space or peer down at the exhibit from the balconies above.

Natalie Bell Building

The former boiler house turned gallery is named after a local former activist and houses the Tate Modern’s free-to-visit galleries on levels 2 and 4. This is the ideal place to begin. The Start Gallery introduces visitors to some of the big cheeses of modern art from around the world, linked by themes. Special (paid for) exhibitions take place on level 3.

Blavatnik Building

The newer 10-storey Blavatnik Building (pictured) opened in 2016, to increase viewing space by 60%. This is where you can witness heavyweight pieces, plus visual art through video or performance. Levels 0, 3 and 4 are free to visit. Curators have Jackson Pollock, Georges Braque, Henri Matisse, Piet Mondrian, Andy Warhol, Mark Rothko, Barbara Hepworth, Damien Hirst, Rebecca Horn and Claes Oldenburg to choose from.
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WALKING TOUR

Walk South Bank

One of the city’s iconic walks, the promenade along the Thames is the ideal place to get a sense of London’s magnitude. The route is a buzzy place to soak up big-city energy. Parliamentary buildings and world-famous bridges lead to brutalist edifices, industrial Goliaths and modern skyscrapers all in one easy hit.


START

Westminster Tube Station

END

The Shard

LENGTH

3.1 miles; 3-4 hours

[image: jpg]


1 Westminster Bridge

From Westminster Tube station, cross Westminster Bridge, dating to 1750, for the first view down the magnificent River Thames, with Big Ben and the Neo-Gothic Palace of Westminster with its medieval oak wood to the south and the London Eye and Jubilee Bridges to the north. Descend the eastern stairs to reach South Bank.

2 Pods on the Skyline

The London Eye gracefully rotates next to this stretch of the River Thames, alive with tourists, buskers and runners. On the right, the brutalist Southbank Centre comes into view – a stark concrete construction once ranked ‘the ugliest building in Britain’, now one of its most treasured architectural designs. Nearby you’ll hear the clanks and grinds of skaters attempting tricks at the graffitied Southbank Skate Space underneath Queen Elizabeth Hall.

3 Indie Shopping

Carry on strolling along the river and explore the local shops of Gabriel’s Wharf, a little enclave with boutiques, clothes, ceramics and art, and the Oxo Tower Wharf – a former factory that’s now home to artisan shops and the Oxo Tower Restaurant, Bar & Brasserie, with soaring views across the Thames of St Paul’s.

4 Bridge Views

To the north bank is Millennium Bridge, affectionately known as the ‘wobbly bridge’ – a steel suspension bridge that you could once feel move (until it was fixed). Walk along it for killer views of St Paul’s Cathedral.

5 Shakespeare Times

East of the Tate Modern is the magnificently rebuilt Shakespeare’s Globe. Walk under Southwark Bridge and past the perennially busy Anchor Bankside pub, believed to be the only riverside tavern dating to Shakespeare’s era – it still serves ales and pie. From here, a maze of streets leads to Southwark Cathedral, where Shakespeare himself may have worshipped.

6 Gourmet Food Market

Traders have been touting their goods around the Borough Market area since 1014. Punters can get the freshest produce from butchers, fishmongers and cheesemakers, plus craft creations from across the globe. The dramatic form of the Shard, one of the tallest buildings in Europe, looms over it.



EXPERIENCES

View the City from the London EyeFerris Wheel

map Google map

The famous London Eye wheel is impossible to miss – the 32 transparent capsules, which mirror London’s 32 boroughs, on the western stretch of the South Bank are an integral part of London’s skyline.

Since its inaugural spin in 2000, visitors have enjoyed an unrivalled 360-degree view, showcasing other city landmarks like Buckingham Palace, the Shard and Big Ben. As Europe’s tallest Ferris wheel, it sets the stage for celebratory events in London, particularly on New Year’s Eve where it hosts the famed festivities, with fireworks that paint the night sky with bursts of vibrant colours.

Sunset visits are our top pick for a golden hue over the city, but whether day or night, weather permitting, the view stretches beyond 25 miles and is guaranteed to still be incredible. Each 30-minute ride accommodates up to 25 visitors per capsule, and it can be busy, so be prepared to share the space when attempting to capture your best pictures. Booking in advance gets you the best price.

Walk through the Leake Street ArchesStreet Art

map Google map

Dubbed the ‘Banksy Tunnel’ as a nod to the street artist’s 2008 guerrilla art Cans Festival, the Leake Street Arches are dedicated to London street art in all forms. Directly beneath Waterloo’s rail tracks and stretching 300m, this stands as London’s lengthiest legal graffiti canvas. The arches are essentially a living gallery, with established and emerging artists coming from around the globe to paint over each other’s murals, meaning no two visits will be the same. This pedestrian walkway also hosts independent restaurants, bars and entertainment spots, which add to the allure of the cool hangout.

Climb the Shard for Soaring ViewsModern Building

map Google map

Dominating London’s panorama, the Shard soars 72 storeys above London Bridge as the UK’s tallest building. Ascend via the high-speed lift to the 68th floor; an observation deck beckons on the 69th, and an open-air sky deck awaits on the 72nd. Each offers 360-degree vistas stretching up to 40 miles. Booking ahead ensures seamless access and once aloft there is no time restriction. Elevate your experience with fine dining or a stay at the Shangri La Hotel from level 34 upwards.

Cross the ‘Wobbly Bridge’Bridge

map Google map

The Millennium Bridge earned the moniker ‘Wobbly Bridge’ due to crossers experiencing an unexpected sway when it first opened in 2000. It was closed just two days later and, after some improvements, the pedestrian-only bridge was reopened to the public. It serves as a great scenic route between two cultural landmarks: Tate Modern on the South Bank and St Paul’s Cathedral in the City of London. The walk can be completed in a few minutes, but stop to enjoy the river views. By night, the walkway is illuminated by blue panels, creating a beautiful visual that guides towards St Paul’s.

Watch a Play at Shakespeare’s GlobeTheatre

map Google map

The reconstructed Globe stands as a living homage to William Shakespeare’s legacy. You’ll find more than Shakespearean classics like Macbeth being performed in the open-air theatre; diverse productions also have a home here. With no roof, events will go ahead in all weather conditions so dress accordingly. Some plays take place in the Sam Wanamaker Playhouse during the winter, where the room is illuminated by over 100 beeswax candles.

To secure optimal views, target tickets at the centre of the lower and middle galleries as the actors project to this area. Budget-conscious attendees can take advantage of standing yard tickets. Performances span approximately 2½ hours but if you’re time strapped, opt for a 40-minute guided Globe Theatre tour.


BRITAIN’S BIGGEST SCREEN

Right in the heart of this cultural hub and film-loving neighbourhood is the iconic British Film Institute (BFI) IMAX, located in the middle of a massive roundabout between the Southbank Centre and Waterloo Station. It proudly holds the title of being the largest cinematic screen in the country, measuring an impressive 26m by 20m coupled with a 500-capacity auditorium. Throughout the year, BFI IMAX offers an extensive programme of films and alternative content for an unforgettable cinematic experience.

map Google map



Embed Yourself in Culture at the Southbank CentreCultural Hub

map Google map

At the heart of the capital’s cultural and arts scene since 1951, the Southbank Centre orchestrates more than 5000 events annually, bringing an array of global talent to London’s community. From rhapsodic concerts to visual art and theatrical productions, literary debates and workshops, the limitless offerings can resonate with people of all ages, including children. Other prominent premises making up the Southbank Centre are Royal Festival Hall, the Hayward Gallery, Queen Elizabeth Hall and the Purcell Room.

Catch a Live Concert at Royal Festival HallPerformance Venue

map Google map

The Royal Festival Hall reigns supreme as the largest venue of the Southbank Centre complex. Its expansive red and gold auditorium, graced with a magnificent 7866-pipe organ, can accommodate over 2700 guests. Since its inception at the 1951 Festival of Britain, this imposing building has been at the heart of London’s culture scene, offering an array of events including orchestra performances, jazz concerts, spoken-word presentations and dance recitals. It also hosts free events such as a monthly reggae party and storytelling workshops for young children. Approach from Waterloo Station and ascend the stairs, keeping an eye out for the sculptures and large-scale installation artworks that dot the area.

Tuck into Street EatsFood Market

map

Around 15 to 20 street-food stalls congregate in the Royal Festival Hall’s piazza on Belvedere Rd to cater to hungry foodies. Visitors can indulge in anything from Venezuelan arepas to Ethiopian injera and Polish sausages just a five-minute walk from Waterloo Station. A selection of smaller delights like Indian samosas are available, and for a sweet finish, succumb to the sugary goodness of pastries, crepes or doughnuts.

Meals are affordable compared to restaurants in the area and there’s plenty of choice for meat enthusiasts, vegetarians and vegans, making it a popular place for groups of friends to meet up to satisfy their palates. Since the traders periodically rotate, each visit can mean a distinctive encounter with a new dish or flavour. It’s open on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays in the afternoons and early evenings.

Step inside Gothic Southwark CathedralCathedral

map Google map

While officially crowned a cathedral in 1905, Southwark Cathedral’s origins meander back over a millennium, cementing its status as one of the city’s oldest landmarks. Many pivotal moments have occurred on the Anglican cathedral’s grounds, from royal weddings to state occasions, mainly due to Southwark Cathedral being the nearest religious building to London Bridge, one of the oldest crossing points on the River Thames.

Centuries unfold through its Gothic and Romanesque architecture, with a soaring arched nave, intricate carvings and stained-glass windows. The church was frequented by many poets and artists, possibly including William Shakespeare, who lived in nearby Southwark. Today, sunlight shines through a window named after Shakespeare onto a 1912 monument to the playwright in the south aisle of the cathedral. You’ll also witness the tomb of John Gower – poet to Richard II and Henry IV – and Bishop Andrews, a famous scholar who worked on the King James version of the bible, a 16th-century Nonsuch Chest and the High Altar Screen.

Pick up Hand-Crafted Souvenirs at Gabriel’s WharfShopping Hub

map Google map

A brief stroll from Oxo Tower you’ll find an enclave born from repurposed garages sporting an eclectic mix of handcrafted jewellery, fashion and artisanal crafts. Businesses here design and sell their own products, making Gabriel’s Wharf a great location to buy souvenirs at affordable prices. Independent cafes, bars and restaurants converge so you can dine in a relaxing atmosphere as you look out to the Thames – it can be a peaceful alternative to the rest of the busy South Bank. Come summer, Gabriel’s Wharf transforms into a hub of activity, hosting live music and entertainment by the river.

Go on a Taste Discovery at Borough MarketFood Market

map Google map

Borough Market was initially a wholesale market to greengrocers a millennium ago, but has since transformed into the most renowned food market in London. Today, the market’s 100+ high-quality food and drink vendors pull in massive crowds. Tradition endures – you’ll notice that locals still shop here, buying the freshest produce from butchers, fishmongers and cheesemakers. There are two main areas: Three Crown Square for larger merchants, and Green Market for smaller ones. In the third area of the market, Borough Market Kitchen, you’ll find street-food traders serving up anything from Asian baos to Spanish paella. The culinary delights extend beyond the stalls, with a complementary blend of brick-and-mortar eateries, bars and restaurants nearby.

As it’s one of London’s largest food markets and a historic site, crowds of tourists, locals and food connoisseurs are present day in, day out. Queuing is the norm, especially at lunch, but it’s part of the experience for your edible reward. Find it sprawling under railway bridges near Southwark Cathedral and London Bridge Station.

Cross the River Thames on FootBridge

map Google map

Flanking either side of Hungerford rail bridge are the pedestrian-only Golden Jubilee Bridges.

Find the walkways between Waterloo and Westminster Bridges: the north end graces Charing Cross while the south end meets the South Bank. Ascend the steps for pretty views of landmarks like the London Eye to the west and watch the crowds rush along either side of the river. Hungerford Bridge was named after the historic Hungerford Market; the walkways were added later and named to commemorate Queen Elizabeth II’s Golden Jubilee.


BEST COFFEE ON THE SOUTHBANK

Riverside Terrace Café £

map Google map

Healthy dishes with a relaxed atmosphere and a stunning view of the Thames sets the scene.

Monmouth Coffee Company£

map Google map

You’ll eat amazing croissants and enjoy even better coffee because this cafe imports single-origin coffee beans.

Beany Green £

map Google map

A shipping container just under Hungerford Bridge. Grab an artisan coffee and pastry to go.



Watch an Indie Movie at BFI SouthbankArthouse Cinema

map Google map

A quintessential part of the entertainment and culture scene, the BFI Southbank sits right underneath Waterloo Bridge. Film lovers escape here to watch new releases, classics and family-friendly shows, but the British Film Institute’s significance extends beyond the screen, embracing film education and preservation, opening its doors to film archives, talks and workshops allowing visitors to engage with the history of cinema.

Watch a Show at the UK’s National TheatreTheatre

map Google map

Discussion about establishing a National Theatre had been rumbling on for over 100 years before actor Laurence Olivier was appointed as director in 1962. Since then, it has evolved into a dynamic showcase of productions spanning epochs and global cultures.

Across the venue’s three distinct auditoriums – the grand Olivier, the versatile Lyttelton and the intimate Dorfman – the venue puts on over 20 productions a year. Expect anything from contemporary dramas challenging social norms to Shakespearean masterpieces, comedies, musicals and family-friendly entertainment.

Even if you’re not here for a show, you can explore the foyers, which contain a bookshop, restaurants, bars and exhibition spaces. A 75-minute guided tour goes behind the scenes into stage secrets, the meticulous art of prop- and set-making, and the building’s storied history. There are also tours of the Archives for those who wish to dig deeper into theatre history, with props, photographs and scripts.

Catch a Play at the Revered Old VicPlayhouse

map Google map

Princess Victoria only visited once in 1833, but this visit led to the transformative moment of the Royal Coburg Theatre rebranding as the ‘Old Vic’. Away from the riverside near Waterloo Station, the theatre is one of the oldest and most revered cultural venues in London. The Old Vic also served as the former home of the National Theatre until 1976 when the latter moved to the South Bank.

Throughout its history, the 1000-seat playhouse has welcomed some of the finest and most influential directors, actors and productions in British theatre history. Guided by the artistic vision of Laurence Olivier, who helmed the theatre as its director in the 1940s, the Old Vic ascended to unparalleled heights and crafted an enduring legacy of brilliance.

The stage at the three-tiered theatre, adorned in regal red and gold, has been graced by legends such as Judi Dench and Peggy Ashcroft, whose commanding presence wowed audiences. To bask in the full production with unimpeded views, secure front-row seats in the stalls.

Get a Thrill below London BridgeHistory and Horror

map Google map

If the thought of a pig-masked figure wielding a chainsaw and chasing you sends shivers down your spine, the enigmatic depth of the London Bridge Experience, located below London Bridge in the city’s deep vaults, will leave you with a thrilling chill.

If you still want more after traversing the eerie spaces that once held untold stories, venture into the London Tombs experience for part two: an immersive scare maze. Your heart will race in seemingly blood-splattered rooms where you’ll encounter clowns, doctors, zombies and butchers – aka talented live guides in character – and add an informative and entertaining spin to any day out in London.

The London Bridge Experience takes around 50 minutes, but if you dare to enter the London Tombs maze, prepare to double your time at the venue. Plan your visit wisely to avoid the largest crowds between noon and 3pm. If travelling with kids, opt for the ‘Guardian Angel’ tour to save them from being too spooked.

Meet Historic Local Villains at the London DungeonHorror Experience

map Google map

This interactive adventure will plunge you into the dark underbelly of London’s gruesome history.

London Dungeon envelops you in meticulously crafted sets with skilled actors who breathe life into harrowing stories, starting with your descent into the dungeon in a lift reminiscent of medieval times, setting the tone for the immersive adventure ahead.

Experience King Henry VIII’s wrath as you face a death sentence for treason and navigate the tumultuous waters of the Boat Ride to Hell before encountering infamous characters like Jack the Ripper and Sweeney Todd. Before you leave, brace yourself for a heart-pounding long-drop ride that will leave you with an adrenaline rush.

Amid periods of intense darkness, you’ll engage your senses, seeing, hearing, feeling and even smelling the essence (or stench) of historical London’s darkest hours. Unpredictable encounters might even prompt you to jump during the 90-minute adventure.

If you plan to visit other nearby attractions such as the London Eye or Sea Life London Aquarium, opt for a multi-attraction ticket, which is better value.


BEST BLACK-OWNED FOOD STALLS

Limin South Bank ££

map Google map

Trinidadian food is not that easy to find, but Limin serves it up at its beach bar and restaurant in Gabriel’s Wharf.

Chocofruit £

map Google map

Fruits + chocolate = heaven. Under Hungerford Bridge during the week and the Southbank Centre Food Market on the weekends.

Ethiopiques £

map Google map

Vegan Ethiopian food stall at Southbank Food Market. Even meat lovers fall in love with the flavours.



See a Show in the Underground VaultsTheatre

map Google map

Within the Leake St graffiti tunnel below Waterloo Station lie the Vaults. Opened in 2014, the entrance to this immersive theatre venue is slightly camouflaged within the tunnel’s graffiti-laden decor.

It’s quickly noticeable that the Vaults prides itself on inclusivity, from ensuring accessibility for wheelchair users to hosting a diverse range of family-friendly and LGBTIQ+ productions. Beware though, the space is dimly lit in order to create a sense of ambiance. Have your imagination sparked by the fresh and creative productions, each one transporting you to uncharted realms with its unique set. Some of the more eccentric props from previous performances can be seen at the nearby bar Vaulty Towers, a spot on Lower Marsh that’s unmissable thanks to its street-art-covered facade.

Go Underwater at Sea LifeAquarium

map Google map

Adjacent to the London Eye lies the world-class Sea Life London Aquarium, offering a journey through tanks and along walkways teeming with more than 500 different marine life species. Whether you’re an underwater enthusiast or seeking family fun, you will marvel at sea turtles, octopuses, tiger sharks, crabs and eels as you wander through the various themed aquarium zones, including the Coral Kingdom and Rainforest Adventure. Don’t miss the mesmerising jellyfish display or the lively penguin feedings.

Hands-on experiences, led by experts in the Rockpool Explorer zone, are particularly popular with kids. Take your time strolling the Shark Walk, where you’ll follow a transparent glass platform as sharks pass by just inches beneath you. If you’re daring, book a 15-minute snorkel encounter in a see-through cage among the sharks. Expect to spend around two hours at the aquarium and check the programme when you arrive as feeds and talks are scheduled throughout the day.

Pick up a Rare Book at Southbank CentreSecondhand Market

map Google map

Literary enthusiasts should make their way to the riverside under Waterloo Bridge, just outside BFI Southbank’s bar. With a history spanning 40 years, the Southbank Centre Book Market gathers over 10 dedicated booksellers who brave most weather conditions between 10am and 7pm to bring an eclectic array of thousands of secondhand books. Keep in mind that not all stalls operate daily.

Browse through the selection displayed on tables, assess the book’s condition and have a quick read of a few pages (it’s allowed) before deciding on your purchase. Typically marked at around half of their original sale price, these books offer both value and variety. From classic masterpieces to contemporary paperbacks, and even rare comics and maps, the market caters to every taste. Stopping to peruse is a perfect way to break up the activities as you walk along the South Bank. Occasionally, the market may be closed during major events at the BFI, intense weather conditions or travel disruptions.

Watch Skaters in the Birthplace of British SkateboardingSkatepark

map Google map

Whether you’re a skateboarder or not, the Southbank Skate Space on Queen’s Walk will draw your attention on the promenade along the river. Listen out for the rhythmic clatter of skateboard wheels and then let your eyes adjust to the darkness of the undercroft below the Southbank Centre, where skateboarders ride concrete blocks, stairs and railings among a kaleidoscope of graffiti art.

This spot has been a symbol of community and artistic expression for five decades. Photographers with a taste for street scenes will find this area particularly captivating.

Seasoned practitioners or novices can come to test their skills on their terms, regardless of where they are from. The skatepark is open year-round and sheltered, so ride free at any time, rain or shine.

Dine With a View at Oxo TowerRestaurant

map Google map

The iconic red ‘OXO’ emblem punctuates the scene on a trip along Queen’s Walk towards Blackfriars Station. Venture skyward up eight floors to the pinnacle of Oxo Tower, which houses a Green Michelin Star contemporary European restaurant, plus a brasserie, bar, art gallery and design studio. This architectural landmark, originally a power station providing electricity to the Royal Mail, found a new purpose when Liebig, renowned for Oxo stock cubes, bought the building to make them – leading to the name the building still has today. A sweeping panorama of the South Bank and beyond unfolds at the top through floor-to-ceiling glass panes that frame the city’s architectural treasures. The views are more impressive from the terrace – request a table there when making your booking.

The brasserie itself has a laid-back vibe and live jazz of an evening. If you are looking for a more refined ambience, the restaurant is the better choice. Or just ride the lift for the views of London at no charge.

Visit Street-Food Oasis Lower Marsh MarketMarket

map Google map

Foodie cravings are satisfied three minutes from Waterloo Station at Lower Marsh Market, which delivers delectable meals swiftly, ideal for a quick lunch pairing with a matinee at the nearby Old Vic, just across the road.

Nearly 30 street-food traders and artisans sell their affordable creations on this traffic-free street; try Cuban flavours, Nigerian delicacies and aromatic Indian dishes at one of the outdoor tables.

The market comes alive during summer with free Lower Marsh Lates movie screenings, which celebrate cult classics on the last Thursday evening of the month. For a more hands-on experience, monthly afternoon Edible Marsh events include flower arranging and gardening activities.

On Friday and Saturday nights, renowned restaurant Cubana seamlessly transitions into a salsa club with a live Cuban band. Entry is free until 11pm, after which a modest £7 cover charge applies, which is worth it for an unforgettable night of music and dance.

Cruise the ThamesBoat Rides

map Google map

Different operators offer floating tours and commuter services along London’s fabled artery. Cruise by the Tate Modern on a sightseeing tour with insightful narratives into London’s past and present, catch an Uber Boat, or race along on a high-speed thrill ride under Tower Bridge in a Thames Rocket.

Thames Clippers (or Uber Boat) is a commuter service running every 20 minutes. The main piers serve the South Bank, London Eye, Bankside and London Bridge. Check on the Uber app to see when the next departure is, book your seat and pay for it through the app, or pay with contactless when you board. Buying a ticket at the pier is possible too, but it’s the more expensive option. City Cruises offers various themed boat trips such as dinner with live jazz and an Elvis Tribute cruise. The 24-hour pass grants you the freedom to hop on/hop off its regular services.


BEST BUDGET ATTRACTIONS

Garden Museum

map Google map

Dabble in art, gardening, design and other activities for free on Thursdays, close to Lambeth Bridge.

BFI Mediatheque

map Google map

A diverse collection of film and television providing a unique cinematic experience.

Florence Nightingale Museum

map Google map

Celebrate the pioneering work of this British nurse. Find it around the corner from St Thomas’ Hospital.



Sing Along at Drag Brunch at Between the BridgesLGBTIQ+

map Google map

Acclaimed stars of UK and US Drag Race create an intimate vibe that gets everyone in the mood for fun during the boozy brunch between London Eye and Hungerford Bridge at the hip hangout spot Between the Bridges. A DJ plays classic pop and hip hop, and games include a lip sync battle, with the chance to win exciting prizes. Tickets include entry and bottomless prosecco for an hour, but not food – but there’s a vibrant street-food court outdoors serving burgers, Mexican food and pizzas.


DRINK IN A PUB FROM SHAKESPEARE’S DAY

The Anchor Bankside is a charming historic pub that proudly upholds its legacy as the sole survivor of the riverside taverns from Shakespeare’s era. This 17th-century building was reconstructed in 1676 following the ravages of the Great Fire of London.

Its distinctive firetruck-red windows make it hard to miss as you stroll along the South Bank, and the pull of the riverside terrace on a sunny afternoon is strong. On a cooler day, head indoors to the cosy bar with dark wooden floors, royal blue walls and gold accent details. It serves a wide selection of cask ales, craft beers and spirits.

map Google map



Watch Buskers on the Way UpLive Music

map Google map

Nurturing emerging artists for over three decades, the South Bank Busking Pitch stands as one of the capital’s popular spots for street performers. It’s not legal to busk in many spaces in the UK but the Southbank Centre has curated a few pitches along Queen’s Walk for visitors to watch performers showcase their talents. These performers have to audition for the Southbank Centre to earn a licence to perform at these pitches for 12 months, so expect each busker to put on a good show for around an hour. Stick around to see multiple performances through the day, and you might catch a melody, a comedic act or a magic show. Interactive dancing displays and acrobats aren’t uncommon either. Find busking pitches near the London Eye and Hungerford Bridge.

Go on a Black History WalkTour

Unearth London’s African and Caribbean history around the South Bank with Black History Walks, which offers a two-hour walking tour that takes place monthly from February to November. It will educate you on the remarkable contribution of Black heroes from WWII, delve into what Africa was like before it was colonised, and trace the journey of the Windrush generation as you walk around the area’s landmarks. These tours have been running for over 16 years so your guide has a breadth of knowledge and, with 12 distinctive themed routes in the capital, the team can also help you with recommendations beyond the South Bank.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

£ Cheap     £ £ Moderate     £ £ £ Pricey

[image: img]
Eating

Fine Dining

Hutong£££

map Google map

Serving northern Chinese dishes and dim sum with low-lit ambiance from the Shard’s 33rd floor. 11.30am-midnight Mon-Sat

Hannah£££

map Google map

Seasonal omakase tasting menu at this luxurious Japanese restaurant on the riverside. 6pm-9pm Wed-Sun, plus noon-3pm Fri-Sun

Skylon£££

map Google map

Third-floor modern European restaurant at the top of Royal Festival Hall. noon-11pm Mon & Tue, to midnight Thu-Sat, to 9pm Sun

Afternoon Tea

Lyaness££

map Google map

Reimagined Sri Lankan flavours and innovative ingredients paired with award-winning cocktails at Sea Containers Hotel. 5pm-midnight Mon-Thu, 4pm-1am Fri, noon-1am Sat, noon-11pm Sun

The Library at County Hall£££

map Google map

Take a quintessential high tea in the Marriott’s library with views of Big Ben. noon-5pm

Swan at the Globe££

map Google map

Add a theatrical twist to your day with afternoon teas inspired by Shakespeare’s plays. 11.30am-11pm Mon-Fri, 10am-11pm Sat, 10am-9pm Sun

Sunday Roast

Anchor & Hope££

map Google map

Cosy British gastropub near Southwark Station serving up massive portions that are worth sharing. 11am-11pm Mon-Sat, 12.30pm-3.15pm Sun

Duke of Sussex££

map Google map

Pork, beef and chicken roasts as well as a vegan option at this Waterloo location. 11am-11pm Mon-Sat, to 10.30pm Sun

Founder’s Arms££

map Google map

Beautiful views while you tuck into goose-fat potatoes and rump of beef. 10am-11pm Mon-Thu, 9am-midnight Sat, 9am-11pm Sun

Brunch

Green Room££

map Google map

Bottomless brunch on Saturdays. Aim for a spot in the outdoor covered garden. noon-11pm Tue-Fri, 11am-11pm Sat, noon-7pm Sun

Paradiso££

map Google map

Weekend bottomless brunch featuring tasty American-style burgers and classic buttermilk chicken. noon-11pm Mon-Fri, 11am-11pm Sat, 11am-7pm Sun


Black Penny££

map Google map

Classic French toast and an elevated English breakfast, alongside innovative plates like crispy duck hash. 10am-5pm

Street Food

Pabellon££

map Google map

Indulge in black beans, plantains and traditional Venezuelan arepas at South Bank Food Market. Vegan friendly. noon-8pm Fri, 11am-8pm Sat, noon-6pm Sun

Joli££

map Google map

Singaporean meals and Malaysian dishes such as tender beef rendang, cooked in a traditional clay pot in Borough Market. 10am-5pm Tue-Fri, to 4pm Sun

Polish Deli££

map Google map

Barbecued Polish sausages are served with pickles and beer in the South Bank Food Market. 11am-8pm Fri, 10am-6pm Sat, noon-6pm Sun

Vegan Options

Wahaca££

map Google map

Mexican-style UK chain with a dedicated vegan menu, including tacos, large plates and hefty desserts. noon-10pm

Okan££

map Google map

Unfussy canteen-style restaurant with traditional Japanese meals and small bites. noon-10pm

Ping Pong££

map Google map

Handmade Chinese dim sum that you tick off on a sheet and is delivered to your table. Also has a vegan set menu. noon-10pm

Family-Friendly Restaurants

Nando’s£

map Google map

A chain, yes, but an undeniable London staple serving Portuguese-style chicken. Kids under 10 can get a meal for under £6. 11.30am-10pm

Giraffe£

map Google map

Broad menu of world foods with many kid-friendly options at this riverside restaurant. 9am-10pm

Mamuśka£

map Google map

A Polish bar and restaurant with British options too. Kids eat for free during the summer. 11.30am-11.30pm
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Drinking

Pubs

Understudy

map Google map

Friendly hangout at the National Theatre for theatre lovers and beyond with riverside seating. noon-midnight

Hole in The Wall

map Google map

Soak in laid-back pub vibes with 25 different beers at affordable London prices. noon-11pm

Waterloo Tap

map Google map

Some 20 kegs and six cask choices at your fingertips in an arched venue (pictured). 11am-11pm


Bars

Call Me Mr Lucky

map Google map

Hidden inside the Breakfast Club. Tell staff ‘I’m here to get lucky’ for access to the secret underground bar. 5pm-midnight

Swift Borough

map Google map

Taste the monthly special cocktails just a short walk away from Borough Market. 3pm-11pm Tue-Fri, 1pm-midnight Sat
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Shopping

Modern Art Gifts & Prints

Tate Modern Shop

see Tate Modern

Inside the former Bankside Power Station selling a spectacular collection of contemporary art–inspired gifts, from prints and arty aprons to books and fashion. 10am-5.30pm

Southbank Centre Shop

map Google map

For original prints, creative gifts and books about London, plus games, homewares and jewellery. 11.30am-7pm Wed-Sun





Explore

Kensington Museums

If you want a postcard of gentrified London, this is it. Defined as the ‘Royal Borough’ in 1901, this is home to the UK’s most expensive road, and surrounding streets are filled with handsome Edwardian and Victorian houses and pristine gardens. The area grew in popularity in the 1680s, when King William III bought Kensington Palace (formerly Nottingham House), so he could avoid the smoggy air around Whitehall Palace. The arrival of royalty gave the place prestige and attracted wealthy families. Fine restaurants and expensive shops popped up over the decades (and centuries) and Kensington has become a hotbed of treasures, housed in world-renowned free museums. Mind-boggling artefacts line every cabinet of the wonderful Victoria & Albert Museum (V&A), Natural History Museum and Science Museum.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walking

Kensington is easily walkable – when the weather is fine this is the best way to explore the architecture and shops on the King’s Rd, plus the gardens, ponds and art in Hyde Park.

[image: icon-ubahngif]X Tubes, Buses & Taxis

These will ferry those with weary legs between the big attractions.

[image: icon-cyclegif]q Santander Cycles

An ideal way to bypass the often traffic-clogged streets in the area or cut through Hyde Park at speed on designated bike paths. Download the app for docking station locations.


THE BEST

Visit the UK’s cathedral to nature, the NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM.

Step inside the VICTORIA & ALBERT MUSEUM for a collection of beautiful things.

Explore 300,000 artefacts and do experiments at the SCIENCE MUSEUM.

Roam around KENSINGTON PALACE in HYDE PARK.
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1Top Experiences

Kensington PalaceB2

Victoria & Albert MuseumD4

Natural History MuseumC4




1Experiences

1Science MuseumD4

2Serpentine GalleryC3

3Restaurant Gordon RamsayE6

4Dinner by Heston BlumenthalE3

5Five FieldsE5

6Launceston PlaceB4

7Harvey NicholsE3

8HarrodsE4

9Chelsea Physic GardenE6

10King’s RoadE5

11Serpentine LidoD2

12Royal Albert HallC3

13Saatchi GalleryE5

14Royal Court TheatreF5

15Cadogan HallF5

16Chelsea Flower ShowF6




5Eating

17Serpentine Bar and KitchenE2

Serpentine Lido Café(see 11)

18Park Sports CaféD3

19Lodge CaféF3

20Italian GardensC1

21Michelin HouseD5

22ZumaE3

23OgniskoD4

Elgar Room Brasserie(see 12)




6Drinking

24The StarF4

25Builders ArmsB4

26Scarsdale TavernA4

27PheasantryE6

28606 ClubC8




7Shopping

29Limelight Movie ArtD6

30John Sandoe BooksE5

31Peter HarringtonD5

32Peter JonesE5

33Vivienne Westwood Worlds EndC7

34Church’sE4

35Jo LovesF5










TOP EXPERIENCE

Kensington Palace

Part of this resplendent royal residence, and former home of various monarchs, is open to visitors – who can roam around lavish rooms, including the grand King’s State Apartments. Off-limit bits are the official London residence of the Prince and Princess of Wales (William and Kate) and their children.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Purchase an unlimited year-long admission ticket for £55, which will also allow free entry to the Tower of London, Hampton Court Palace, Kew Palace and Banqueting House.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for prices and opening hours.



The King’s Staircase

Walking up the King’s Staircase is a dizzying feast of life-sized painted characters from George I’s court, who appear through realistic arches under a gilded ceiling. These iron-flanked stairs have made a lasting impression on meticulously dressed visitors for hundreds of years. The 45 intriguing characters standing on balconies were painted by William Kent, who drew inspiration from the palaces of Rome, where he trained as an artist. Kent has placed a selfie on the ceiling; spot him holding an artist’s palette and wearing a brown turban. A painting of George II by John Shackleton hangs at the entrance to the King’s Apartments at the top of the stairs.

King’s State Apartments

The most lavish rooms guests can visit were the home of George II and Queen Caroline from June 1927, when Kensington Palace once again became the centre of court life. Portraits line the red fabric walls of the King’s Gallery, with paintings of important Georgian figures, while the ceiling is filled with canvases depicting scenes from the life of Ulysses. A dial with compass directions sits on a gold-adorned painting of the British Isles over the fireplace. This was connected to a wind vane on the roof and allowed the king to know what direction the wind was blowing without going outside. The adjacent King’s Drawing Room, with a huge oval painting on the ceiling, chandeliers and gold-bordered paintings, was one of the king’s main places to entertain his courtiers with wine, card games and networking (or gossiping). Things get more impressive yet in the beautiful Cupola Room adorned with gilded statues and topped with a striking detailed painted ceiling. This was where court balls were held, and dancing was meticulously scrutinised. Queen Victoria was baptised in this room many years later. The Temple of the Four Grand Monarchies is home to the palace’s most magnificent clock, decorated with silvers and bronzes – it once played music by Handel, Geminiani, and Corelli.
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QUICK BREAK

Try Grand Couture cake and coronation ice cream, plus a number of dainty sweet creations at Palace Café. A small selection of sandwiches and drinks are also served near the palace’s exit.





EXCLUSIVE ACCESS

Private tours take place in the morning pre-opening and after closing for those willing to pay £1000. Up to 10 people can visit on exclusive entry tickets.



Queen’s State Apartments

The oldest part of the palace was the domain of the Stuarts, King William III and Queen Mary II, who chose this to be their country retreat in 1689. The rooms here are far more intimate and less showy. The Drawing Room is where Queen Mary did her entertaining, with exotic Japanese and Chinese porcelain collections, wall tapestries, and a kneehole desk decorated with floral marquetry (where the queen would do her royal correspondence). The king and queen would enjoy a private meal in the beautifully panelled Queen’s Dining Room, away from the watchful eyes of the court. Fish and beer were reportedly their favourites – a tradition that has lasted in Britain today. The Queen’s Gallery is where the most significant paintings hung, plus where she would display her collections from China, Japan and India. Ladies in waiting would often read or work on embroidery in this room, and the queen’s pugs would lounge around on scatter cushions.

[image: jpg]
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Jewel Room

Containing jewels specially commissioned for Queen Victoria by her husband Albert, this room (pictured) includes a glistening Fife Diamond Tiara, given to the queen on her wedding day by Albert, the Duke of Fife, with pear-shaped diamonds. Victoria would frequently wear a tiara instead of a crown when she was with her husband at events. She would also intentionally wear Albert’s designs as a nod to him, and to reassure him that she was his wife, and as not to appear overtly superior (even though in actuality she most definitely was). There is also an emerald necklace, brooch and earrings, which dazzled guests and expressed the queen’s power at a Trinity College Cambridge banquet, thrown in celebration of Albert’s appointment as chancellor.

Victoria’s Former Home

Comparatively modest and calm, the lightly painted rooms in the Victoria: A Royal Childhood exhibition are a recreation of the environment Victoria grew up in during the first 18 years of her life, including the bed she was born in on 24 May 1819, the doll’s house and wooden peg dolls she played with, plus many more family heirlooms. It was here where Victoria followed the strict rules, which became known as the Kensington System, that would prepare her to be queen. In 1837 after learning of the king’s passing, she had her first privy court session in Red Saloon with 97 men.


OUTDOOR MOVIES ON PALACE GROUNDS

Enjoy a movie on palace grounds after dark for five nights during the summer with the outdoor Luna Cinema. Movies range from Oscar winners to cult classics. Book tickets in advance, and bring a blanket (or book to rent one in advance) plus a picnic. Prosecco, wines, spirits and cocktails are sold at the Luna Bar.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Victoria & Albert Museum

Featuring an unfathomable collection of beautiful things, spanning 5000 years, the V&A is bursting at the seams with more than two million objects (60,000 objects on display). Peruse ancient Middle Eastern carpets and centuries-old garments, ornate furniture and musical instruments – all for free.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

If visiting with children, play digital games as you explore, including the Secret Seekers game and the Curious Family trail. Find them at www.vam.ac.uk/info/families.
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Scan this QR code for a digital map before your visit.



British Galleries (Level 1)

Dive into the history of British design, spanning 400 years from Tudor to Victorian times, with 3000 pieces on display, such as wallpaper and ceramics. Particular highlights include Britain’s most famous bed – the Great Bed of Ware, the first super king four-poster bed, which was made to promote a Hertfordshire inn in the 1590s. It measures more than 11ft long and 10ft wide, and was mentioned in Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night. Also on display is the oldest desk in the building, a 1525 leather-lined writing box owned by Henry VIII and decorated with miniature gold paintings.

Europe 1600–1815 (Level –1)

Seven galleries on this level display 1100 objects depicting a time when France had taken over as the leader in art and design. On display is a silver victory service set given to the Duke of Wellington by Portugal after he defeated Napoleon Bonaparte and liberated the occupied country, plus French-designed clocks, chairs and wallpaper from the early 1800s, and a formal men’s suit from 1780. There are luxury tea sets and a lavishly decorated bed, plus a harpsichord from 1786, painted with chinoiserie scenes and Asian-style lacquer thought to be extremely exotic at the time.
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The Jewellery Gallery (Level 2)

This gallery showcases 3500 jewels spanning 3000 years of history, including brooches, hair ornaments, collars, pendants and crowns. There’s a gold plaque dating to 220–420 CE from the WeiJin period in China, Queen Victoria’s sapphire and diamond coronet, a wearable piece of art made from cowrie shells by Lafalaise Dion, and Beyoncé’s giant green butterfly ring edged with diamonds, designed by British jeweller Glenn Spiro.


TAKE A BREAK

Fuel up in the museum’s opulent refreshment rooms: the Morris – with Arts and Crafts wallpaper; the Gamble – with gold-painted ceilings; and the Poynter, with painted tiles and stained-glass windows.



Cast Courts Gallery (Level 0)

When the museum was founded, it showed casts (created using plaster moulds), electrotypes and other copies of notable national monuments, so they could be studied in Britain. There’s the western Portal from Aix Cathedral in France, a cast of the Tabernacle in Belgium, and a cast of the Pórtico de la Gloria in Spain, but Trajan’s Column (35.6m high) from Rome is one of the most striking pieces in the museum. The latter had to be cut into two halves to fit it into the gallery. The nude plaster cast of David by Michelangelo, meanwhile, supposedly caused much controversy when it was first shown in modest Victorian Britain in the late 19th century. A suitably proportioned fig was hooked over his private area when dignitaries visited.


LATE-NIGHT VISITS

Visit on Friday nights for special free exhibitions and performances and selected galleries open with fewer crowds until 10pm.



South Asia Gallery (Level 0)

From Himalayan art to Burmese gilded, lacquer-tiered headdresses, the South East Asia collection has 60,000 objects, including 10,000 textiles and 6000 paintings. Tippoo’s Tiger is one of the most popular items on show, made for Tipu Sultan, ruler of Mysore in South India from 1782 to 1799. It depicts a man believed to be a European soldier who is being savagely attacked by a tiger. Inside the tiger is an organ, played via a handle, and when cranked the man moans and flails his arm in agonising motion, depicting the sentiments at the time regarding the British East India Company army, which Tipu Sultan held back before a final siege on the capital of Seringapatam in 1799. This wooden semi-automaton was found in Tipu’s palace and was sent to London.
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The Fashion Collection (Level 0)

A must for clothes fans, this is the largest collection of fashion items in the world with shoes, hats, bags, suits, dresses and accessories spanning five centuries, from rare 17th-century gowns to 1930s eveningwear, and from ’60s daywear to modern Dr Martens. Spy hip-hugging 1937 bathing costumes, plus ball gowns and evening dresses, including a black velvet one worn by Jane Johnstone (1803–1847), niece of William Jardine, of the hugely successful Hong Kong company Jardine, Matheson & Co. There’s also a 1790 narrowly striped silk women’s waistcoat with gold and blue silk thread embroidery. Big designers range from Prada to Yves Saint Laurent.

Medieval & Renaissance (Level 1)

From the fall of the Roman Empire to the end of the Renaissance, this is the place (pictured) to see statues and religious depictions, plus early English stained glass made for Winchester College, and Italian Renaissance works by Della Robbia, Donatello and Michelangelo. A highlight is Leonardo da Vinci’s original notebooks.


BOOK A TOUR

Rotating free tours run through the V&A galleries and are a great way to get a more in-depth perspective on the items on show. Subjects range from the popular V&A Highlights Tour, Fashion Tour and LGBTQIA+ Tour, to the more specialist Remarkable Women Tour, and Historical and Hidden Caribbean Tours. Check the V&A website for dates and times.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Natural History Museum

Some 80 million specimens are housed in the Natural History Museum’s spectacular Gothic structure. The dinosaur collection is one of the biggest draws, featuring the remains of specimens millions of years old, plus crowd-wowing animatronic recreations of these majestic beasts from the past.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Look out for regular rotating talks and special exhibitions on subjects from the world’s biggest dinosaur, the titanosaur Patagotitan mayorum, to guest talks from experts in their fields.
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Scan this QR code for a free audio tour of the museum with Sir David Attenborough.



The Building

It could be a set for a Dracula film, with its lavish fantasy-like Gothic appearance, two towers, and fortress-like entrance with stone-carved gargoyles. The terracotta museum, dating to 1881, was designed by architect Alfred Waterhouse in Romanesque style to house collector Sir Hans Sloane’s 71,000-strong specimen collection.

Hintze Hall

Named after a very generous donor, the grand National History Museum entrance hall (pictured right) is an evocative gateway with a central tiled floor, rounded arches, ornate columns and a grand central staircase, backed by stained-glass windows. Its intricate gilded ceiling, with 162 individual hand-painted panels, depicts plant species from across the globe. A 25m, 4.5-tonne skeleton of the largest species to ever exist – the blue whale – is suspended in the air.

The Dinosaurs Gallery

Squeals of excited children can be heard outside the door of this area (in the Blue Zone), home to animatronic dinosaurs, including a lifelike roaring Tyrannosaurus rex. There’s also whole Triceratops skull and a Scolosaurus complete with an armour-like shell and bommy knocker–style tail. The Blue Zone also has fish, amphibians and reptiles, as well as a model blue whale swimming with dolphins and porpoises. Impressive taxidermy includes a kangaroo (with a joey in its pouch), plus polar bears and pygmy shrews. Extinct species include a sabre-toothed cat.
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The Darwin Centre

Where scientists and research staff study the specimens, this new building houses 20 million pickled specimens, including an octopus collected by Charles Darwin in Cape Verde in 1832, and a scarlet honeycreeper collected in Hawaii between 1778 and 1779 on one of Captain Cook’s voyages. Behind the Scenes tours offer peeks at jars of reptiles, fish and mammals.


SLEEPOVER AT THE MUSEUM

The museum holds two Dino Snores events (an event for parents and children, and an adults-only event), which allows guests to roam around the museum at night and bed down in the Hintze Hall.





WALKING TOUR

Walk Kensington

A walk through London’s fanciest borough takes in Edwardian townhouses and grand buildings. Pathways amble through historic Hyde Park – once hunting grounds for Henry VIII, now a pleasant green space dotted with cafes, ponds and art installations – before the route finishes at iconic department stores.


START

South Kensington Tube

END

Harrods

LENGTH

4.5 miles; 3-4 hours
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1 Grand Structures

Wander towards the fantasy-like Gothic Natural History Museum building, a cathedral to nature filled with 80 million specimens, with its fortress-like entrance and stone carved gargoyles looming over those who pass. Peer into the Hintze Hall to see its Hogwarts-style grandeur, rounded arches and grand staircase at its centre. To the north is the striking red Aberdeen granite Royal Albert Hall, built as a tribute to Albert, Queen Victoria’s husband, in 1871.

2 Fit for Royalty

Enter Hyde Park and head west to Kensington Palace, the formal residence of King Charles III’s oldest son Prince William (heir to the throne) and his wife and children. Wander the palace and visit the tranquil Princess Diana Memorial Garden, before looping around the round pond to the Serpentine Gallery.

3 Extraordinary Modern Art

Free perception-challenging modern art installations abound at the Serpentine Gallery. Cross the 40-acre Serpentine Lake for a striking 6m Arch by Henry Moore, before going onwards to the elegant ornamental Italian Gardens, a gift from Prince Albert to Queen Victoria.

4 Grand Gateway

Head east, skirting the north of the park, to the colossal grey and white Carrara Marble Arch – standing at 14m tall and 19m wide, which stood as the gateway to Buckingham Palace for 17 years. Moved to its current location in Hyde Park in 1851, it became an elaborate entrance for Prince Albert’s Great Exhibition.

5 Home of Free Speech

Speakers’ Corner, a stone’s throw from Marble Arch, is where anyone can turn up unannounced to wax lyrical on any subject (usually politics or religion), as long as their speech is lawful. The tradition dates to 1872. Nearby was the Tyburn Gallows, where 50,000 people were executed between 1196 and 1783. Each of the condemned was entitled to make a speech.

6 Deluxe Department Stores

Kensington is home to some of the grandest shops ever built, including the seven-floor Harvey Nichols, with stylish luxury brands and gorgeous window displays. Harrods, further south, is lit up like a Christmas tree at night, and has more than 330 departments over a million sq ft.



EXPERIENCES

Do Experiments at the Science MuseumMuseum

map Google map

Showcasing enthralling interactive and educational exhibits over five floors, it’s easy to spend the whole day in the Science Museum, which exhibits everything from old clocks to a piece of the moon collected on the Apollo 15 mission. Fun for all ages, the Wonderlab is the place to interact with 50 science experiences – here kids can discover the power of electricity and learn how sound waves work. The showpiece is the Exploring Space exhibition hall, with everything out of this world – including the Apollo 11 Lunar Module Eagle, the lander that travelled to the moon in 1969 carrying astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin. The Wellcome Collection contains 3000 remarkable objects from the world of medicine, from early dissecting tools to prosthetic legs and penicillin, and the Secret Life of the Home showcases how we use science every day.

Peruse Modern Art for Free at the Serpentine GalleryGallery

map Google map

Spread over two sites, Serpentine North and Serpentine South, on either side of Hyde Park’s lake, the Serpentine Gallery is a free contemporary art space that has showcased some of the greats, including Henry Moore, Andy Warhol, Jeff Koons, Damien Hirst and Tomoko Takahashi. The South building occupies a former 1930s tea pavilion, while the North building is in a 200-year-old former gunpowder store, previously known as the Magazine, which is now the name of the striking extension designed by Iraqi-British architect Zaha Hadid. Hadid designed the inaugural pavilion for the annual ‘Summer Pavilion’ nearby, open to the public from June to October. The gallery runs regular talks, readings and workshops, plus rotating exhibitions.

Eat a Budget-Blowing Gourmet MealFine Dining

Some of the best chefs on the planet have outposts in Kensington. Numerous high-end restaurants serve magnificent creations in luxurious settings. Stand-out choices among them include the three-Michelin-starred Restaurant Gordon Ramsay (a status it has held since 2001; map Google map), serving stunning dishes as part of a ‘Prestige’ tasting menu (plus a vegetarian menu; a rarity in Michelin-starred places). Dinner by Heston Blumenthal (map Google map) is another gastronomic Goliath. His two-Michelin-starred restaurant is set inside the Mandarin Oriental Hyde Park. Five Fields (with one Michelin star; map Google map) is tucked away on Blacklands Tce, and run by Taylor Bonnyman, who uses fresh ingredients from his garden in Sussex. For a superchic modern European dining experience head to Launceston Place (once Princess Diana’s local; map Google map), manned by innovative chef Ben Murphy, who serves seasonally inspired tasting menus.

Wander Quintessential Department StoresShopping

Harvey Nichols (map Google map), or ‘Harvey Nicks’ as it is known in London, is a glamorous temple to luxury brands, drawing customers in with its legendary window displays. The 220,000 sq ft building has seven floors. It’s situated only a block away from garish rival Harrods (map Google map). Like no other department store, Harrods manages to tread a fine line between a few things – a tourist destination, a bling mall and an elegant food hall. Its 330 departments cover more than a million sq ft, and it stocks everything from niche perfumes to extravagant clothing by every designer who’s anybody. Navigate it via a fantasy-like ‘Egyptian Escalator’ at the core of the building, with depictions of pharaohs at each floor.

Roam Chelsea Physic Garden ’s Healing PlantsGarden

map Google map

Chelsea Physic Garden’s 4-acre walled enclave of botanical enchantment was established by the Worshipful Society of Apothecaries in 1673 as a place to discover how plants could heal. The selection of around 5000 edible and medicinal plants is remarkable, including some that are used by indigenous people in North America, Australia, China, India and New Zealand among others. Various workshops cover subjects such as art, carnivorous plants and tropical plant identification. It’s also a wonderful place to relax, read a book, or join a yoga session (check the website for up-to-date listings). Every Wednesday in August the garden is open late; book tickets in advance. The Physic Garden Café serves afternoon tea, lunch plates and pastries.


SWIM OR BOAT THE SERPENTINE

Cruise around London’s oldest boating lake, created between 1730 and 1733, in a rowboat or dive its Lido. The Serpentine Lido has been open since the 1930s, with a 100m space divided off from the main lake. It’s popular in summer, but members of the Serpentine Swimming Club do a chilly Christmas swim (spectators welcome).

map Google map



Walk the Famous King’s RoadLandmark

map Google map

From Led Zeppelin and Henry VIII to Mary Quant and Margaret Thatcher (who lived here on her final ascent to power), the King’s Road in Chelsea has played a huge role in London’s history. Named for King Charles II, this 2-mile street through Chelsea was initially a private farmer’s track for the monarch so he could get between the palaces in St James and Hampton Court. It became a bohemian hangout in the ’60s, a home for boundary-pushing fashion and anarchist music. Mary Quant, British fashion designer, opened a store here in 1955 and mini-skirts were everywhere. Independent boutiques opened all over, and it became a hangout spot for artists from the Beatles to David Bowie. Ian Fleming’s fictional James Bond character even had a flat off the King’s Rd.

Many of London’s trendsetters have moved east, and the well-heeled have moved to the King’s Rd; it’s now more about designer boutiques and specialist shops, but signs of its boundary-pushing fashion and anarchist music remain.

Catch a Show at Royal Albert HallHistoric Concert Venue
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The vast red-bricked rotunda that is the Royal Albert Hall was built as a tribute to Queen Victoria’s husband in 1871, containing an amphitheatre, domed stained-glass skylight and deep red and gold interior. It is a truly atmospheric place to catch a performance, hosting everything from a memorial for Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Ford Motor Shows to Women’s Institute and Stonewall Equality meetings, plus Star Wars conventions and Second World War concerts (with John Gielgud, Vera Lynn, George Formby and Laurence Olivier). More recently, the venue has become known for hosting classical concerts including the BBC-broadcasted Promenade Concerts (the Proms) – a series of daily live shows held between July and September.

View Saatchi Gallery ’s Punch-Packing ArtContemporary gallery
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Opened as an independent charity by controversial Iraqi-British advertising mogul Charles Saatchi, who championed British artists such as Damien Hirst, Tracey Emin, Sarah Lucas and Gavin Turk, the contemporary Saatchi Gallery off the King’s Rd remains a notable place to celebrate young modern artists. It’s here visitors will find experimental and topical works in all mediums. Previous exhibits include the Beyond the Streets graffiti show featuring 100 international artists, the America in Crisis show featuring poignant photographs from the 1960s to now, and the Want the World to Know exhibition by Michael Forbes, with punch-packing sculptures covering issues such as racial politics and migration. Exhibitions rotate regularly over three floors in the 70,000 sq ft space occupying the Duke of York’s Headquarters.


Watch a Rebellious Play at Royal Court TheatreTheatre
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The Royal Court Theatre started its trajectory as a rebellious theatre soon after it opened in 1870 as the New Chelsea Theatre. Many of WS Gilbert’s early plays were shown here, including an adaptation of Dickens’ Great Expectations and The Happy Land, which caused huge controversy in 1873 breaking the rules of the time about no portrayals of public characters, in this case the Prime Minister, Chancellor of the Exchequer, and First Commissioner of Works. It’s become known for its thought-provoking performance and powerful scriptwriting; the Rocky Horror Show, for example, was created in the aftermath of the Stonewall riots and performed at the Royal Court in June 1973.

Hear the Royal Philharmonic OrchestraClassical music venue
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The evocative ceiling, excellent acoustics and atmospheric stained glass at Cadogan Hall (a former church) are the home of the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. The orchestra plays everything from Sibelius’ Violin Concerto to Ravel’s Mother Goose in the 950-seat space. The venue also hosts various classical musical performances plus jazz, brass bands, folk musicians, choir and other genres. The BBC Proms has also been hosted at Cadogan Hall, as a supplementary venue to the Royal Albert Hall.

Fill your Nostrils with FlowersFestival

map Google map

The Chelsea Flower Show extravaganza has been hosted in Chelsea since 1912, when it was called the Great Spring Show. Attracting green-fingered folks from all around the world, this five-day-long spectacular takes place in the grounds of the Royal Hospital Chelsea. Displays on show change every year but are always sure to delight and amaze any visitor. This is also the place to take home the latest fashionable items for your garden, from tools to flowers.


Chelsea in Bloom

In spring the shop fronts, restaurants and hotels of the King’s Rd, Sloane Sq and Duke of York Sq are decorated in a riot of colourful flowers as part of the free annual Chelsea in Bloom festival. Each year has a different theme, and each property to showcase a display has a chance to win in the categories of Best Floral Display, People’s Champion, Innovation, and Highly Commended. See all the displays via a self-guided walking tour (maps available at chelseainbloom.co.uk) or book a rickshaw ride.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

£ Cheap     £ £ Moderate     £ £ £ Pricey
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Eating

Lakeside Eats

Serpentine Bar and Kitchen£

map Google map

Set in a Patrick Gwynne–designed building, serving pizzas, fish and chips, and salads. 8am-4pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Fri & Sat

Serpentine Lido Café££

map Google map

Sophisticated meals, such as Spatchcock Poussin with lemon and herb-marinated chicken. 8.30am-5.30pm

Park Cafes

Kensington Palace Café£

see Kensington Palace B2

Counter service joint next to the palace entrance, serving paninis and drinks. 10am-4pm Wed-Sun.

Park Sports Café£

map Google map

Adjacent to Hyde Park’s tennis courts, serving sandwiches and excellent Union coffee. 5am-5pm

Lodge Café£

map Google map

Soups, salads and sandwiches at Hyde Park Corner inside a former Grade II–listed tourist office. 8am-7pm

Italian Gardens Cafe££

map Google map

With a terrace overlooking the Hyde Park fountains, serving cured meats and cheese boards. 7.30am-4pm Mon-Fri, 8am-4pm Sat & Sun

Fine Dining

Claude Bosi£££

map Google map

Located at Michelin’s London head office with small plates of food presented like mini artworks. noon-3pm & 5.30-9.45pm

Bibendum Oyster Bar£££

map

A crustacean extravaganza set in a stupendously beautiful former garage. The restaurant is situated in the building’s former tire bay. Lunch noon-3pm Mon-Fri, noon-3.45pm Sat & Sun, dinner 5.30-9.45pm

Zuma£££

map Google map

High-end modern Japanese serving exceptional sushi, under the guidance of chef Rainer Becker – who worked for the Hyatt for years and lived in Tokyo. noon-3pm & 6-11pm

Ognisko£££

map Google map

Beautiful restaurant inside a townhouse-turned-private member’s club. It serves unpretentious classic dishes in very opulent surroundings. noon-2.45pm & 5.30-9.45pm
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Drinking

Historic Pubs

The Star

map Google map

Where the Great Train Robbery was planned, before being carried out in 1963. noon-11pm Mon-Sat, to 9pm Sun


Builders Arms

map Google map

Local for construction workers turned gastropub. Builders are swept away by cut-glass accents and young upper-class men. noon-11pm Mon-Sat, to 10.30pm Sun

Scarsdale Tavern

map Google map

Cozy classy boozer with an open fire. Originally built as living quarters for Napoleon’s officers, for when they conquered England – which never happened. noon-11.30pm

Live Jazz Bars

Pheasantry

map Google map

Nightly live cabaret and jazz nights in a historic building on the King’s Rd. 6.30pm-11pm

606 Club

map Google map

Live jazz is played in this basement club, as guests enjoy a sit-down dinner on white-clothed tables. Book ahead. 6.30pm-10.30pm Sun-Thu, 7pm-11.30pm Fri & Sat

Elgar Room Brasserie

map Google map

On the 3rd floor of the Royal Albert Hall, the Elgar has a full bar every night and hosts regular late-night jazz on Thursdays. 5.30pm-11pm
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Shopping

Unique Gifts

Limelight Movie Art

map Google map

A shrine for movie fanatics, with rare posters of hit movies for those with deep pockets. 11am-6pm Mon-Sat, noon-5pm Sun

John Sandoe Books

map Google map

Like a shop straight from Diagon Alley, this bookstore, with plenty of nooks and crannies, is the place for literary bargains and classics. 9.30am-5.30pm Mon-Sat

Peter Harrington

map Google map

Showcasing a collection of rotating firsts, prints by Andy Warhol, Pablo Picasso and MC Escher, Ian Fleming’s Dr No and a first-edition paperback print of JK Rowling’s Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. 10am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 6pm Sat

Kensington Palace Shop

see Kensington Palace

Load up on kitsch Rule Britannia gear, including Union Jack pin badges and pens, Coronation tankards and all manner of chintzy homeware or jewels in the image of royal designs and Sunken Garden–inspired watercolour prints. 10am-6pm Wed-Sun

Department Stores

Peter Jones

map Google map

This classic department store occupying a block on King’s Rd is a wonderful place for unique gifts. 10am-7pm Mon-Sat, 11.30am-6pm Sun

Fashion & Beauty

Worlds End

map Google map

Late designer Vivienne Westwood shook up the status quo in the 1970s. Her King’s Rd store has been stocking provocative clothing for more than 50 years. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat

Church’s

map Google map

Dating to 1873, Church’s crafts quality current and classic shoes, which most places have long given up on making. 10.30am-7pm Mon-Fri, 11am-5pm Sun

Jo Loves

map Google map

Filled with signature candles and fragrances, Jo Malone’s flagship store opened in Knightsbridge in 2013 – now her scents are everywhere. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat, noon-5pm Sun





Explore

Hampstead Heath & Camden

In North London, working-class markets sit a stone’s throw from handsome Georgian townhouses and restaurants serve spices from the world’s furthest corners. Big-name attractions may be fewer, but the parks, museums and theatres here pack a punch – this is where residents and visitors can breathe fresh air in parks and wild heathlands. It’s where artists show their work in trendsetting spaces. Live-music fans, meanwhile, can do no better than a trip to Camden. Performances spanning all genres can be heard every night of the week in venues around its fabled market. North London offers the chance to go off the beaten track.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-ubahngif]X Tube

The Underground is a great way to navigate North London, but bear in mind that journeys may go through central London and back out to North London.

[image: icon-traingif]d Overground

This great option goes east and west between some of North London’s main neighbourhoods, Islington, Camden and Hampstead.

[image: icon-busgif]g Bus

Routes use roads and reach corners that trains don’t reach and are one of the cheapest forms of public transport. They’re slow in heavy traffic though.


THE BEST

Explore the hundreds of vendors around CAMDEN MARKET.

Ramble through a huge expanse of woodlands in HAMPSTEAD HEATH.

Take to the historic waterways and towpaths of Regent’s Canal.

Visit gardens with a sea of roses and a world-class zoo in REGENT’S PARK.
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1Top Sights

Hampstead HeathB4

Regent’s ParkB6

Camden MarketB5




1Sights

1God’s Own JunkyardH2

2Highgate CemeteryB3

3British LibraryB2

4Word on the WaterB1

5St Pancras Station & HotelB2

6Tottenham Hotspur StadiumF1

7Arsenal Emirates StadiumD4

8Wellcome CollectionA2

9Abbey Road StudiosA6

10Sadler’s WellsC2

11Wild Card BreweryG2

12Exhale BrewingG2

13Pretty Decent Beer CoG2

14Big Penny SocialG2

15BeerblefishG2

16William Morris GalleryH1

17Granary SquareB1

18Rowans Tenpin BowlD3




5Eating

19FKABAMD5

20DishoomB1

21Roti KingB2

22Paolina Thai CuisineC2

23GökyüzüD2

24Antepliler RestaurantD3

25Diyarbakir RestaurantD3

26Hala Restaurant Green LanesD2

27Indian VegC1

28EkachaiB1

29AddisB2

30Pizzeria PappagoneD3

31Westerns LaundryD4

32TrulloD4

3312:51D1

34CaravelE5




6Drinking & Nightlife

35Booking Office 1869B2

36Gothic BarB2

37Simmons BarB2

38DecimoB2

39World’s EndD3

40Faltering FullbackD3

41Redemption RoastersD1

42VagabondD5

43AppestatC1

44Yellow WarblerF3




7Shopping

45Judd BooksB2

46New Beacon BooksD3

47HousmansB2










TOP EXPERIENCE

Hampstead Heath

The ‘Heath’ offers something different from other London parks, especially the royal parks with their dainty flowerbeds and manicured lawns. Hampstead Heath is mystically wild, rugged and untamed, with rambling woodlands, hilly meadows and undulating grassy sprawls.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

While it’s glorious all year round, summer offers the most events, from free brass-band concerts and outdoor cinemas to guided nature walks.
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Book ahead for Kenwood House’s Christmas spectacular, a magical multi-sensory light trail of illuminated flora and fauna.



Hampstead Heath Ponds

Hidden among the foliage, the health’s legendary bathing ponds were originally dug in the 17th and 18th centuries as reservoirs, before people started regularly swimming in them. Decades before the ‘wild swimming’ social-media trend, the ponds received a cult-like number of hardy regulars, who swear by the rejuvenating properties of a bracing outside dip, often swimming alongside the ducks. The ponds are at least 100m in length and floating life rings have been set up for those wanting a break between laps. It’s required that anyone taking a dip is a strong swimmer (though all pools have lifeguards). There are two separate ponds for men and women (open year-round) and one mixed pond (open in the summer only); children must be at least eight years of age and accompanied by an adult. Pools are tested on a daily basis and meet rigorous quality guidelines.

Kenwood House

Filled with a wonderful collection of art, this striking, free-to-visit, refurbished neoclassical 17th-century mansion stands on a bluff at the northern end of Hampstead Heath amid 112 acres of bucolic gardens, designed by Humphry Repton, and a magnificent pond. The house was once lived in by Judge Lord Mansfield and his great niece Dido Belle, before brewing magnate Edward Guinness bought it and gifted Kenwood to the nation. Inside the period rooms, with their huge windows draped in velvet curtains, are notable works by Constable, Turner, Gainsborough and Vermeer, as well as Rembrandt’s Self-Portrait with Two Circles. Upstairs is the Suffolk Collection, consisting of Jacobean portraits by William Larkin. The Great Library, with its powder-pink and sky-blue vaulted ceiling and vignette paintings, is magnificent.
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QUICK BREAK

Do a spot of cafe and boutique hopping in Highgate Village on Hampstead Heath’s northeast edge, or visit an old pub with low beams, rickety corridors and open fireplaces in winter.




HILL GARDEN & PERGOLA

In spring, lilac wisteria curl around the trellises of this pergola (pictured), set in the heath’s northwest and lined with columns. Views are magnificent.
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Parliament Hill

Climb this 322ft hill for soaring views over London. Spot the Palace of Westminster in the distance. It’s rumoured that Guy Fawkes and Robert Catesby, who planned to blow up the Houses of Parliament on 5 November 1605, were going to watch it fall from this very spot. Fittingly, it’s become a popular spot to watch London’s fireworks on the same night, celebrating the failed conspiracy. This site also features in Judy Dench and Cate Blanchett’s Notes on a Scandal (2006), and Nicole Kidman’s psychological thriller Before I Go to Sleep (2014). The terrain of this calf-stretching hill was used as a course for the first English National Cross Country Championships, and the competition returns here in late January or early February every few years.


Parliament Hill Lido

At the southern tip of Hampstead Heath is an enormous, unheated open-air pool (stretching 60m by 27m), also known as Hampstead Heath Lido. Opened in 1938, it was designed in the art-deco style of the time by architects HA Rowbotham and TL Smithson, in the image of the Brockwell and Victoria Park lidos. The idea was that the low-rise structures would maximise sunlight and trap the heat. Unless you visit in the height of summer, dips here are chilly, but there’s a sauna to warm up in after a bracing swim, plus hot showers and a cafe serving tea, coffee and superb falafel wraps.

Keats House

Celebrated Romantic poet John Keats lived in Keats House, known as Wentworth Place, between 1818 and 1820, before he died of tuberculosis at the age of 25. He completed many of his most famous poems here, including Ode on Grecian Urn and Ode to a Nightingale. It was here that he fell in love with the girl next door, Fanny Brawne, who later became his fiancée. Visitors can read excerpts from letters written between the pair when Keats was ill, and explore the nine sparsely furnished but characterful rooms, including a sofa bed by a window, from which he would look out onto the garden. Cabinets contain the engagement ring Keats gave to Brawne, along with some of her reading glasses and jewellery. Keats travelled to Rome in 1820 in search of warmer climes, which he hoped would help him heal; he never returned to the house.


THE SPANIARDS INN

On the edge of the health, a lonely pub has stood on its own between the boundary of Hampstead and Highgate since 1585. It’s supposedly where Dick Turpin would perform hold-ups, and it’s featured in Charles Dickens’ The Pickwick Papers and Bram Stoker’s Dracula. Sink a pint in one of the pub’s cubbyhole nooks, with their low ceilings and antique wooden furniture.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Regent’s Park

Originally a hunting ground for King Henry VIII, Regent’s Park, named after the Prince Regent (who later became King George IV), is one of the most attractive public spaces in London with a phenomenal zoo, spellbinding open-air theatre, and beautiful gardens.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Visit between late June and September to catch the Regent’s Park Music Festival for free jazz performances in the Broadwalk Bandstand. On Sundays, the Holme Green Bandstand has free music.

[image: barcode]

Download the Music for Trees app by the Royal Academy of Music for an immersive experience.



Lawns & Formal Gardens

King Henry VIII turned Regent’s Park, originally part of the Forest of Middlesex, into a hunting chase with a royal place to entertain dignitaries. The sprawling 410-acre space (just shy of 1 mile in length) takes around 30 minutes to walk from end to end. It was given its present form by John Nash (who designed Buckingham Palace, Marble Arch and Brighton’s Royal Pavilion). Nash created a huge circle with a lake, and had plans to build a summer royal palace for the monarch, plus 56 villas, though only eight villas were constructed and the palace was never built. Named after the wife of King George IV, Queen Mary’s Rose Gardens sit in the centre of the circle, with an eruption of flowers in spring – classic varieties and modern English roses are on display, plus 9000 begonias. The Avenue Gardens have tiered fountains, evergreen hedges and numerous spring bulbs. Meanwhile, an impressive tree collection includes a 150-year-old copper beech, a grove of Japanese elms, Himalayan birch, willow and ash trees, plus fossilised, million-year-old tree trunks.

Open-air Theatre

Watching a play at the Regent’s Park Open Air Theatre is like being transported back to the days of Shakespeare, with its evocative, amphitheatre-like seating surrounded by trees and focused on a wooden stage lit on dark nights. It’s the oldest permanent outdoor theatre in Britain (opening in 1932) and was one of two theatres to remain open throughout WWII. The Bard’s classics are shown here, including Much Ado About Nothing, Twelfth Night, Midsummer Night’s Dream and Othello. The theatre also hosts musicals and classic plays. Judy Dench, Penelope Keith, Richard E Grant and Ralph Fiennes have performed here. Be warned – the stage and lawn are uncovered. Dress up warm and bring rain macs for bad weather. Performances may be cancelled if weather is particularly bad. Summer is the most reliable time to book tickets.
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London Zoo

Regent’s Park’s zoological gardens opened in 1828, making this the oldest zoo in the world. It’s been home to some of the most famous animals, including Guy the Gorilla (1947–78), who would shelter birds in his hands before setting them free, and a female black bear called Winnie (1914–34) who inspired the classic children’s book Winnie-the-Pooh.

More recently, the Zoological Society London has made huge efforts towards conservation – the ever-evolving enclosures are getting bigger and the animals are getting fewer; it has roughly 700. Big drawcards include the African area, with species such as giraffes, pygmy hippos, zebras and wild dogs, and the Giants of the Galapagos (with super-sized tortoises), the Komodo Dragon House (opened by David Attenborough and home to the world’s largest reptile), Penguin Beach (England’s biggest penguin pool), Gorilla Kingdom and Tiger Territory, where you can come face to face with Sumatran tigers. Unique experiences, for extra fees, include feeding the meerkats, being a giraffe keeper and having a sleepover in a cabin inside the zoo for after-hours wildlife watching.


QUICK BREAK

Recharge at several park cafes, including the central Regent’s Bar and Kitchen for wood-fired oven-cooked pizzas, and the Waterside Cafe, next to the boating lake, for coffees and bagels.




CITY VIEWS

Climb to the top of Primrose Hill, a 78m-high bluff to the north of the park, for soaring views over the city and greenery below. This is one of the city’s six protected viewpoints, where trees are pruned so as not to obstruct the panorama. An oak tree stands on the summit to mark the 300th anniversary of Shakespeare’s birth.



Boating Lake

Folks have been boating on Regent’s Park’s lake for two centuries. Fed by Tyburn Brook and a small aqueduct, the lake and its quintessentially British pastime is recognisable from an iconic scene in rom-com Brief Encounter (1945), which featured Trevor Howard and Celia Johnson rowing across the lake. Regent’s Park Boating rents out rowing boats and pedalos between April and October, from late morning to dusk. A mini-lake for kids offers smaller pedalos for little legs.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Camden Market

Perpetually bohemian Camden Market is a meeting place for rebels. An era of punk emerged in Camden throughout the ’70s and other tribes emerged here in the decades following – from metalheads and goths to grungers. A mishmash of peculiar shops, stalls and music venues feed these obsessions.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Most people visit Camden on a weekend, when the market swells in size. There will always be crowds, but there are fewer people in the morning and midweek.
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Scan this QR code for info on happenings at Camden Market, from temporary street-art exhibitions to new cafes and bars.



Camden Lock

The Regent’s Canal’s most famous lock is actually three – Hampstead Road Locks (with twin locks), Hawley Lock and Kentish Town Lock. Here, historic narrowboats are raised up and lowered, using an impressive hand-operated Victorian engineering system that moves around 30,000 gallons of water in 20 minutes, lifting or dropping heavy, slender steel boats in the process. From the lock, join a narrowboat tour with companies such as Jenny Wren Canal Cruises, floating to Little Venice along moody waterways through the Regent’s Park and London Zoo.

Live Music

Camden has live music every night of the week in venues of all shapes and sizes. The Black Heart is home to black metal and goth, while the red, poster-covered walls of rock and indie venue the Dublin Castle haven’t changed in years – it still has four bands playing nightly. Larger Camden venues, with room for around 1000 revellers and a rotating roster of big bands, include Electric Ballroom and the Roundhouse, which once stored locomotive engines. Jazz Cafe, Dingwalls, Camden Assembly, KOKO and Underworld are other standout venues for live music. Check websites for upcoming gigs.
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QUICK BREAK

Camden’s food markets have a scattering of tables, which are nearly always full – people queue to sit. Don’t want to eat shoulder to shoulder or standing up? Head to the canal and picnic along the water’s edge.



Shopping

Independent brands, arts and crafts, vintage stores, band tees and tourist tat converge in Camden’s legendary market. Vendors at Camden Lock Market (pictured) tout fashion, antiques and retro furniture on cobbled lanes, while south of the canal, Inverness St has stalls selling cheap band T-shirts, sunglasses, plastic bangles and the like. Camden High Rd is the place to get sportswear items, while it’s preloved wears at Rokit and bohemian threads and crystals at Namaste, recognisable by the giant flower-painted elephant above its doors. The newer Buck Street Market opened just before the pandemic, with 88 containers housing independent traders – a proportion of the energy used to run it is created by composted food waste.

Street Food

Hawker stands have long been a Camden Market staple, and most are congregated in the West Yard huts of Camden Lock Market, selling tasty, inexpensive flavours from around the world, from steaming tubs of bang bang chicken and zingy Pakistani BBQ to South American arepas stuffed with shredded beef and black beans. Waits at weekends can be long, especially for freshly made dishes (these are tiny kitchens). If queues are too long, head to Poppies for a bag of traditional battered fish (eight types) and thick-cut chips. Chase with organic ice cream from Chin Chin Labs, which is literal food chemistry – hand-churned on the spot and turned into ice cream using liquid nitrogen. Watch the dessert science in action through a glass window.

Amy Winehouse

The legendary soul, blues and jazz singer was dubbed the ‘Queen of Camden’. She once worked in Camden Market and lived in Camden Sq, where she died in 2011. The singer once called Camden her ‘playground’ and it certainly became her muse – she played at local venues and frequented local haunts such as the Hawley Arms (a subtle black-and-white signed photo of Amy sits above one of the pub’s cosy nooks). There’s a life-sized Amy Winehouse statue in the Stables Market, depicting her in signature style – full beehive and high heels.


CLIMB ABOARD A MUSIC PUNT

Get up close to a working lock in Camden, float under canal bridges and meet the wildlife on Regent’s Canal by climbing aboard a British punt – a long, narrow, flat-bottomed boat, propelled with a long pole. The Music Boat transports passengers around Camden’s canals while rotating musicians play a variety of tunes on board.




DID YOU KNOW?

A series of catacombs sit beneath Camden. They were never used for bodies, – they held the horses working on the railways.





WALKING TOUR

Walk Regent’s Canal

Running 8.6 miles west to east, Regent’s Canal opened in 1820 and offers one of the best ways to explore North London. Originally built to transport goods, its waterways were home to horse-drawn narrowboats. Their paths are now walking and cycling tracks passing sights such as Regent’s Park and Camden Lock.


START

Lisson Grove Moorings

END

King’s Cross Station

LENGTH

3.2 miles; 1-3 hours
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1 Permanent Moorings

Whole families lived in canalboats as they transported goods around the country, and now London’s bohemian communities live in these narrow vessels. North London is home to permanent moorings, including those at Lisson Grove, with its colourful regatta of boats.

2 London Zoo

Head roughly 1200m east along the water’s edge: Regent’s Canal skirts Regent’s Park, passing grand manor houses. The path leads right through London Zoo, and it’s possible to spot colobus monkeys swinging from platform to platform in the canalside Monkey Valley exhibition. Just over the walls are giraffes, zebras and African wild dogs – you might hear their rallying howls as you pass.

3 Camden Lock

Continue east to Camden, where smells from hawker stands waft from the West Yard of Camden Lock Market before the famous locks appear. Hop on a traditional narrowboat cruise to Paddington Basin, or grab some food at the nearby stalls and wander the old wharf buildings, vendors and pubs. The bridges over the canals are ideal viewing platforms from which to watch boats go through the locks, using old hand-operated engineering techniques.

4 Coal Drops Yard

Another mile along the towpath, you’ll reach a former Victorian coal depot, with striking century-old former warehouses turned industrial-chic restaurants, bars and shops. Pause in the square to watch the fountains, which have more than 1000 lit dancing water jets.

5 London Canal Museum

In a building constructed for a famous ice-cream maker, the London Canal Museum is the place to learn about where you’ve just walked, offering a fascinating insight into the history of the waterways, the horses that pulled them before narrowboats were motorised, and the lives of the workers living aboard.

6 King’s Cross Station

This building of understated Victorian design was opened by the Great Northern Railway in 1852 – as the largest railway station in Britain. It’s also the departure point for Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry – a permanent Platform 9¾ sign has been erected with a trolley stacked with suitcases and an owl cage half disappearing into the wall.



EXPERIENCES

Step Inside God’s Own JunkyardMuseum and Cafe

map

God’s Own Junkyard is a Blade Runner fan’s dreamscape, stuffed with thousands of neon signs and sculptures from throughout the decades. Perusing this kaleidoscopic Narnia has become so popular that the owner has opened a little cafe on site so visitors can sit and rubberneck with a cuppa. The magnificent off-beat collection of eclectic electric signage belonged to the late ‘Godfather of Neon’, Chris Bracey, who made signs for Soho’s strip joints before Hollywood knocked on his door. The space includes everything from poppy art-deco lido signs and neon used for ’60s sex clubs, to those depicting cocktails, crucifixes, rock ’n’ roll emblems, dollar signs, pinball and disco motifs and countless others.

Wander Gothic Highgate CemeteryCemetery

map Google map

Just east of Hampstead Heath is Highgate Cemetery, There are a staggering 50,000 graves and more than 170,000 people buried here in London’s most enchanting resting place for the dead. Ordinary and legendary residents include philosopher Karl Marx, pop icon George Michael, novelist George Eliot and bare-knuckle boxer Tom Sayers. This wonderland of crumbling glory has countless Victorian Gothic–style tombs and buildings, constructed during the mid- to late 1800s.

Explore the British Library’s Ancient Book CollectionLibrary

map Google map

Home to some of the greatest literary works on the planet, including Leonardo da Vinci’s notebooks and the first complete copy of the New Testament, plus two copies of the Magna Carta and the world’s first block-printed book, The Diamond Sutra, dating to 868CE, the British Library is a wondrous time capsule of text. One-hour tours take visitors behind the scenes to learn about the building’s most significant books, manuscripts, stamps, prints and drawings.

Get Gothic in Historic St Pancras StationTrain Station and Hotel

map Google map

With a whopping 60 million red bricks, the utterly grand St Pancras Station was built in 1868, and an adjacent hotel opened in 1873 with cathedral windows and hand-painted gold-leaf walls. In 2011, it reopened as the St Pancras Renaissance Hotel London. The Gothic Bar and adjacent Midland Grand dining room opened in time for the hotel’s 150th anniversary, and are among the most evocative cocktail and dinner combos in the area. The bar, originally the hotel’s reception, has high, hand-painted ceilings, plump booths and ornate columns, while the Midland Grand serves fancy French food – dishes such as roast lamb with pommes Anna and snails bourguignon.

Watch Sporting Legends LiveFootball

Arsenal and Tottenham Hotspur have both moved into sparkly new homes in recent years, the 62,850-seat Tottenham Hotspur Stadium (map) and the equally large Arsenal Emirates Stadium (map Google map). Both teams have diehard supporters, and games are thrilling spectacles. Fans can book behind-the-scenes tours of Emirates Stadium. These will have you walking through the players’ tunnel, into the home and away dressing rooms, and checking out the director’s box, diamond club, interview rooms, press-conference room and media lounge. Tottenham Hotspur offers similar stadium tours led by enthusiastic fans. Non-footy fanatics should visit Spurs for an adrenaline rush without a scoreline in sight – the Dare Skywalk crosses a glass podium 46m above the pitch, with soaring views of London.

Encounter the Wellcome Collection’s Macabre Tools & CuriosMuseum

map Google map

The Wellcome Collection is a free museum and library hosting everything from used guillotine blades and forceps, to Napoleon’s toothbrush and sex aids and amulets. Guest exhibitions, intended to challenge how we think and feel about health, rotate and are available for an extra fee.


FLOATING BOOKSHOP

Word on the Water is a bookshop like no other – tomes are stuffed into every nook and cranny of a 1920s Dutch barge on Regent’s Canal. Previously a nomadic shop that you could only discover by chance (or by checking its location online), it’s now found a permanent floating location by King’s Cross’ Granary Sq, thanks to a campaign by its dedicated followers. Climb aboard and peruse its cult classic literature and carefully selected books. It hosts various events, from poetry readings to jazz and funk musicians on the roof in the summer. During winter, patrons can enjoy a book next to the crackling log fire.

map Google map



Join Beatles Mania Outside Abbey Road StudiosRecording Studio

map Google map

Beatles fans can peruse fan graffiti on the walls outside the legendary Abbey Road Studios, where the band recorded, and snap an iconic walking shot on the same zebra crossing that featured on the band’s 1969 masterpiece record. In 2010 the crossing was protected with Grade II heritage status, so it can’t be easily removed. A shop on site sells all sorts of music merchandise, from Abbey Rd fridge magnets to vinyl, music-inspired cookbooks, pin badges, plectrums, guitar straps and more. Search out the cabinets for the original session sheet used during the recording of Pink Floyd’s Dark Side of the Moon and vintage microphones used at the studios throughout the decades.


UK HOME OF DANCE

A theatre has existed in various incarnations at the Sadler’s Wells theatre since the 17th century. Hundreds of years ago, it started as a music house, hosting everything from opera to Shakespeare, before specialising in dance in the early 20th century (supposedly due to not having the right licence to perform drama). The Royal Ballet later found a home here, and in the 1990s it was remodelled into a modern building incorporating some 1500 seats. It’s considered one of the best places in Europe to see world-class dance performances, showing everything from reimagined takes of West Side Story, to dance recreations of Jackson Pollock’s artwork. The annual Flamenco Festival, with esteemed dancers and choreographers, including Olivier and Latin Grammy winners, is particularly worthy of a visit.

map Google map



Sample Hops on the Blackhorse Beer MileBreweries

Embark on a brewery crawl through northeast London’s hoppy heaven. Wild Card Brewery (map) is a microbrewery in a warehouse, with cask and bottled beers, from sours to New England–style IPAs, plus food trucks on weekends. Exhale Brewing (map) is set in an old furniture factory with a taproom decorated with neon and plants. Beers are brewed on-site, and it also sells organic wine and cocktails. Pretty Decent Beer Co (map) pours superb seasonal beers, as well as beer slushies and micheladas. Big Penny Social (map) turns into what they call Walthamstow-on-Sea during the summer, with deckchairs, sand and beach games. Try 19th-century beer recipes at Beerblefish Brewing Company (map), plus killer stouts and porters.

Step Inside William Morris GalleryMuseum

map

Arts and Crafts celebrity William Morris lived with his family in this stunning Walthamstow Georgian mansion house, now the William Morris Gallery, between 1848 and 1856. Design fans can step inside its free museum and gallery, wander original rooms, and learn about Morris’ design processes through early sketches, textiles and furniture. Exhibits also recount his activism, with the artist an ardent socialist who despised industrialisation and capitalism – Morris was better known for his political views than his prints when he was alive. The museum runs a full calendar of events, including workshops, talks and tours throughout the year.

Hang Out at Granary SquarePublic Square

map Google map

This former industrial site turned meeting place combines freight warehouses (including an enormous granary) with a large modern square and a fountain with 1080 individually lit water jets. Families flock here on hot summer days to cool down and dance in the pulsating sprays. During term time, fashionable students from the prestigious Central Saint Martins school for art and design can be seen sauntering about. In summer, outdoor exercise classes and breathing workshops, plus a free outdoor cinema, are held on the amphitheatre-like Astroturfed steps adjacent to Regent’s Canal. Everyman Screen on the Canal shows live Wimbledon tennis games and free movies nightly during June, July and August. Restaurants, including award-winning Indian restaurant Dishoom and international favourite Caravan, plus Queer Britain – the first UK museum dedicated to LGBTIQ+ history and culture – are housed in old factory buildings.


ROWANS TENPIN BOWL

Housed in a former tram shed adjacent to Finsbury Park Station, this retro bowling alley decorated with dated Americana has avoided demolition numerous times, thanks to local campaigns. It’s not just a place to hit pins, sing karaoke and play arcade games; it’s a local institution, a cult-classic venue, even a community club. The £1 entry fee offers a snapshot of modern London and a Friday dance floor rammed to the rafters into the wee hours with people from all creeds.

map Google map





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

£ Cheap     £ £ Moderate     £ £ £ Pricey
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Eating

Bold Flavours

FKABAM££

map Google map

The boldest restaurant in London. Inside the black-fronted, unsigned dining room try original flavour combinations. 6pm-10.30pm Wed-Sat

Dishoom£££

map Google map

Shabby-chic space in a converted railway shed, serving Bombay-style curries with cocktails. 8am-11pm Sun-Wed, 9am-midnight Thu-Sat

Roti King£

map Google map

This Malaysian and Singaporean restaurant has a budget-friendly menu. No reservations, so prepare to queue. noon-10pm

Paolina Thai Cuisine£

map Google map

BYOB cafe serving Thai classics: tangy tom yum and noodle. noon-3pm & 6-10pm Mon-Sat

Turkish Flavours

Gökyüzü££

map

Piled-up grilled meats, fresh salads and soft bread, all served in a slick space. 9am-2am

Antepliler Restaurant££

map

Classic dishes in a light space with traditional details. The baklava is otherworldly. noon-11.30pm

Diyarbakir Restaurant£

map

Casual joint serving kofta plates and kebabs, plus ready-to-go meat and rice dishes. 7am-3am

Hala Restaurant Green Lanes££

map

Solid Turkish eats in a wood-panelled dining room. Generous portions and great meze. 8am-2am

A Bargain

Indian Veg£

map Google map

No-frills BYOB vegetarian joint going since the ’80s with the same concept – a £15 all-you-can-eat Indian buffet. noon-11pm

Ekachai£

map Google map

Superb chain serving Thai, Malay and Chinese hawker dishes, from soupy xiaolongbao dumplings to Hainanese chicken. noon-3pm & 5pm-10

Addis£

map Google map

Family-run Addis makes Ethiopian and East African dishes in a no-frills dining room. 5pm-11pm Mon-Fri, noon-11pm Sat & Sun

Pizzeria Pappagone£

map Google map

Friendly old-school Italian in Finsbury Park, serving all the classics at great prices. noon-11pm

Restaurants to Impress a Date

Westerns Laundry£££

map Google map

Ridiculously good seafood house in a semi-industrial space with communal tables. 5.30-10pm

Trullo££

map Google map

The kind of Italian you’d find in Italy, with superb pasta and charcoal-grilled meats at affordable prices. 12.30-3pm & 6-10.30pm

12:51££

map Google map

TV chef James Cochran creates small plates with oomph. 5-10pm Tue-Fri, noon-10pm Sat, noon-9pm Sun

Caravel£££

map Google map

Romantic restaurant on an old barge, serving takes on British and European dishes. noon-4pm Thu-Sun plus 5.30-11pm Thu-Sat
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Drinking

Cocktails

Booking Office 1869

map Google map

Gorgeous date spot with high ceilings, iron details and strong drinks. noon-4pm & 5-10pm

Gothic Bar

map Google map

Impress your date in the ornate former lobby of the Midland Hotel (now the St Pancras Hotel). noon-1am Wed-Sat, to midnight Tue, to 11pm Mon, to 6pm Sun

Simmons Bar

map Google map

Late-night haunt with retro wallpaper, cocktails in teacups, and happy-hour specials. 4pm-midnight Sun-Wed, to 3am Fri & Sat

Decimo

map Google map

Hip, high-end Spanish-cum-Mexican joint inside The Standard hotel, serving killer margaritas. 5pm-midnight Tue & Wed, Thur, Fri and Sat noon-3am

Welcoming Pubs

World’s End

map Google map

Solid drinking establishment, serving real ale and known for its excellent pub quizzes. noon-11pm Mon-Sat, to 8pm Sun

Faltering Fullback

map Google map

A pub in three parts: an old English nook and cranny bar, a German-style beer hall, and an Escher-style garden. noon-midnight

Coffee

Redemption Roasters

map Google map

Teaches prison inmates coffee-roasting inside HMP The Mount, with a cosy cafe. 7am-6pm Mon-Fri, 8am-6pm Sat & Sun

Vagabond

map Google map

Friendly coffee shop with a terrace and strong brews. 7.30am-4pm Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm Sat & Sun

Appestat

map Google map

Hip hangout in an airy space, with artwork and excellent coffee. 7.30am-6pm Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm Sat, 10am-5pm Sun

Yellow Warbler

map Google map

Laid-back vibes and single-origin Dark Arts Coffee. 8am-3.30pm Mon-Fri, to 4pm Sat & Sun
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Shopping

Bookshops

Judd Books

map Google map

A cavern of thousands of books, many of them secondhand. 11am-7pm Mon-Sat, noon-6pm Sun

New Beacon Books

map Google map

This place has elevated the work of Caribbean, Black British, African and African American writers. noon-6pm Thu-Sun

Housmans

map Google map

Filled with books on activism and anarchism, plus subculture and lefty literature. 11am-6.30pm Mon-Sat, noon-6pm Sun





Explore

Shoreditch & the East End

Once home to the poorest in London, East London is now the hippest neighbourhood in the capital. This is down to the area’s growing reputation as the home of edgy art galleries and a premier place for vintage shopping, and exciting club and bar scenes, with new cultural hubs constantly appearing. East London does not have the traditional blockbuster sights, but it makes up for this in soul, character and culture. Still very residential, this is where you will meet real Londoners. The best way to enjoy East London is to head to a sight of interest while ensuring you leave plenty of time to soak in the atmosphere of its neighbourhood.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Bike or Walk

East London’s canals are best explored by leg power. Towpaths offer a rare breathing space from car traffic and the chance to pop into cafes and pubs along the water.

[image: icon-busgif]g Bus

The bus network is far-reaching in East London, and the cheapest way to navigate the area.

[image: icon-ubahngif]X Tube & Overground

East London is well connected by trains; Stratford is one of the busiest stations in the UK. The Overground and Elizabeth Line also run through the East End.


THE BEST

Grab a bargain at London’s fragrant COLUMBIA ROAD FLOWER MARKET.

Feast from the food stalls of BROADWAY MARKET.

See edgy exhibitions at WHITECHAPEL GALLERY, which loves to champion the lesser known.

Discover the maritime past at the MUSEUM OF LONDON DOCKLANDS.
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1Top Sights

Museum of London DocklandsE6




1Sights

1Petticoat Lane MarketB5

2Brick Lane MarketB4

3Columbia Road Flower MarketB4

4St Katharine DocksB6

5Trinity Buoy LighthouseG5

6London StadiumF2

7Queen Elizabeth Olympic ParkE2

8Whitechapel GalleryB5

9Broadway MarketB3

10Victoria ParkD3

11Ragged School MuseumD4

12Museum of the HomeA3

13Young V&AC3

14Blind BeggarC4

15Carpenter’s ArmsB4

16Prospect of WhitbyC6

17Captain KiddC6

18Palm TreeD3

19Viktor Wynd Museum of Curiosities, Fine Art & Natural HistoryC3

20Gilbert & George CentreB5

26MudchuteF6

27Hackney City FarmB3

28Spitalfields City FarmB4




5Eating

29HemingwayC3

30Royal Inn on the ParkD3

31Star of the EastE5

32Docklands DinerE6

33Graam BanglaB5

34Shalamar Kebab HouseB5

35House of MoMoA1

36Mien TayA3

37Sazzy & FranC4

38Vegan YesB5

39All Nations VeganB1

40Da Terra RestaurantC3

41Behind RestaurantC2

42Casa FofóB1

43Beigel Bake Brick Lane BakeryB4

44G KellyE3

45E PellicciB4

46Greedy Fish and ChipsD3

47Banke’s KitchenA1

48D’Taste African CuisineB1

49Afrikana DalstonA2




6Drinking & Nightlife

21Pavilion Cafe Victoria ParkD3

22Oat CoffeeB4

23Allotment KitchenD5

24Mackbear CoffeeC4

25Café ColumbiaB3

50Crate BreweryE2

51Howling HopsE2

52All My FriendsE2

53Ten BellsB4

54Lord Napier StarE2

55Hackney BridgeE2

56GrowE2

57No 90E2

58Dalston Jazz BarA1

59Dalston RoofparkA2

60Dalston SuperstoreA1

6193 Feet EastB4

62The DivineA1




7Shopping

63Beyond RetroB1

64Old Spitalfields MarketB4

65TraidA1

66Vintage BasementB4










TOP EXPERIENCE

Museum of London Docklands

Aptly set in an early-19th-century dockside warehouse, this museum combines artefacts with clever multimedia displays to map the city’s history through its river and docks. It’s among the first London museums to engage with the city’s rarely mentioned links to slavery.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Start your visit on the 3rd floor, in the No 1 Warehouse section, before making your way down through the centuries. It takes at least an hour to navigate the museum.

[image: barcode]

Check out the floor plan before your visit.



London, Sugar & Slavery

The Museum of London Docklands has an entire gallery dedicated to this subject. The warehouse in which the museum now sits was actually built to store sugar coming from West Indian plantations, where enslaved children, men and women were forced to work. One of the most haunting images on display is a diagram showing how enslaved inhabitants were chained inside the transatlantic slave ship, Brooks.

Dock Reconstruction

The 2nd floor includes a recreation of a 19th-century dock, complete with cobbled streets, bars and lodging houses in Sailortown. There’s also a great section discussing the docks during the World Wars and their controversial transformation into London’s second financial district during the 1980s.

Trade Expansion Gallery

This includes a reconstructed late-18th-century Legal Quay and an iron gibbet that once displayed the gory bodies of executed pirates.


Children’s Activities

Parents will love the special school holiday events and the fact that the Museum of London Docklands is filled with year-round activities for kids, including a hands-on mudlarking gallery and dressing-up corners. Pick up a Tail Trail map for kids at the entrance, with activities to make exploring even more fun.
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WALKING TOUR

Walk Brick Lane

Most visitors make for Brick Lane and its surrounding alleyways on market days, when they are a hive of activity with hip stalls selling street food and vintage wears. But look more closely and signs of Brick Lane’s immigrant population are everywhere. This walk explores the shared Jewish-Bangladeshi heritage of the area.


START

East London Mosque

END

Beigel Bake

LENGTH

1 mile; 1 hour

[image: jpg]


1 Religious Architecture

Start behind the East London Mosque, accommodating more than 7000 worshippers on Fieldgate St, and admire the now-defunct Fieldgate St Great Synagogue with its Hebrew inscriptions, established in 1899, which sits dwarfed and encompassed by the modern mosque.

2 Delicious Bangladeshi Food

Come out onto Whitechapel Rd near the Whitechapel Bell Foundry and turn left, stopping at Nanna’s Biryani to taste delicious Bangladeshi food Old Dhaka style in a casual setting. Continue to Altab Ali Park to learn about the great local Bangladeshi martyr murdered near here in a racist attack in the 1970s.

3 Bangla Town

Exit beneath the iconic northwest gate and cross over to Osborn St. When this becomes Brick Lane, you’ll see the Gate of Bangla Town, painted the colours of the Bangladeshi flag. Next to the gate is the Matir Taahn Mural, unveiled on Bangladesh’s 50th anniversary. It reflects the local community’s duality as an immigrant generation, and its yearning for the motherland.

4 Forgotten Synagogues

Continuing along the lane, spot the silver minaret of Brick Lane Jamme Masjid in a building that used to be a synagogue before local Bangladeshis bought it from the Jewish community in the 1970s. The road immediately after is Princelet St – at 19 is a forgotten synagogue that was rediscovered in the 1980s, and is now a private museum.

5 Community Spaces

Continuing north on Brick Lane, the next road is Hanbury St, where at number 30 the Kobi Nazrul Centre, named after the national poet of Bangladesh, hosts events celebrating local Bangladeshi culture. Regular events include art installations, comedy shows and other performances by the local community.

6 Classic Bagels

Stay on Brick Lane all the way to the end where the famous Beigel Bake Brick Lane Bakery, still owned by a Jewish family, remains as popular as ever, serving up the best saltbeef bagels in London.



EXPERIENCES

Rub Shoulders with the LocalsFood and Vintage Markets

Petticoat Lane Market (map Google map) is now all about fashionable clothing sold at knockdown prices, including the odd high-street brand and designer label that has somehow found its way here ‘direct’ from the factory. Once the ultimate flea market, but now arguably East London’s most famous Sunday market, Brick Lane Market (map Google map) was established in 1888 and now offers the hipster clichés of vintage clothes, boutique items, gourmet food stalls and artisan coffee. Walk 10 minutes north and you’ll come upon Columbia Road Flower Market (map Google map), a wonderful explosion of horticultural colour and life. Though it too has developed a penchant for artisan coffee shops, which increasingly run along its edges, the market retains a large dose of the no-nonsense ol’ East End market vibe, which sees beautiful flowers, potted plants, bulbs and seeds being sold at exceedingly fair prices by loud, cocky Cockneys, who’ll remind you to ’av a look, ’av a look.

Spot Luxury Yachts at St Katharine DocksBoat Dock

map Google map

In the shade of Tower Bridge, St Katharine Docks is a charming, hidden spot that makes an ideal coffee stop before tackling the chaos of the City of London. Built in 1828 by engineer-extraordinaire Thomas Telford, the docks were badly bombed during WWII and completely abandoned in 1968. Now a mooring for luxury yachts and several lucky houseboats, they are surrounded by excellent watering holes, including the Dickens Inn, which was opened by the grandson of Charles Dickens and designed to resemble a three-storey 18th-century balconied inn, and a host of fine dining options.

Step Inside Trinity Buoy LighthouseMuseum

map Google map

Trinity Buoy Lighthouse is London’s smallest museum and a bustling centre for arts and culture. Built in 1864 as a training venue for lighthouse keepers, the iconic red structure, dwarfed by the skyscrapers of London’s Docklands, is also where Michael Faraday conducted several experiments, which is why a replica of his workshop makes up the tiny on-site museum in a shed. These days, as well as being a fabulous community art space, it is also home to the world’s longest song played on 234 Tibetan singing bowls: Longplayer, by composer Jem Finer, is a haunting harmony that began playing on 31 December 1999 and will finish on 31 December 2999 – making it a 1000-year song.


Tour Iconic London StadiumFootball Ground

map Google map

Now home to Premier League football side West Ham United, the spectacular bowl-shaped London Stadium began life as centrepiece of the London 2012 Olympic Games. As well as hosting recent European matches, the stadium is also home to other major sporting events and music concerts by the likes of Beyoncé, the Foo Fighters and Red Hot Chili Peppers. Visitors can go behind the scenes on stadium tours to follow in the footsteps of Premier League players by visiting the changing rooms and warm-up areas and stepping onto the hallowed turf.

Wander Queen Elizabeth Olympic ParkPublic Park

map Google map

The huge 225-hectare Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park is one of the most popular leisure spaces in East London. On any given day, friends and families walk through the shaded woodland, picnic in the open meadows and explore the muddy wetlands. There are wide cycle lanes and serene towpaths and excellent children’s play parks. The legacy of the 2012 Olympic Games can also be enjoyed across the park: take part in tournaments at the Copper Box Arena, dive in at the London Aquatics Centre and test your cycling credentials at the Lee Valley VeloPark. Thrill-seekers can whizz down the world’s tallest and longest slide from the top of the ArcelorMittal Orbit sculpture. The continued development of the exciting new East Bank will see the park become part of East London’s biggest arts-and-culture hub as the V&A, BBC Symphony Orchestra, Sadler’s Wells, UAL’s London College of Fashion and University College London all open centres here to host performances, exhibitions and regular community events.


Cockney Rhyming Slang

Traditional Eastenders spoke Cockney rhyming slang, believed to have developed in the historic markets of the East End, as a code to avoid police attention. The slang replaces common nouns and verbs with the first word of a rhyming phrase. Examples include ‘apples’ to mean stairs because it rhymed with ‘apples and pears’; ‘trouble’ for wife rhyming with ‘trouble and strife’; a ‘porky’ for a lie because it rhymed with ‘pork pies’; ‘loaf’ for head because it rhymed with ‘loaf of bread’; and ‘China’ for mate because it rhymed with ‘China plate’. The key to the code’s success was the dropping of the second part, so only those who knew Cockney rhyming slang knew what was actually being said.




View Pioneering Art at Whitechapel GalleryGallery

map Google map

Pablo Picasso, Jackson Pollock, Mark Rothko, Frida Kahlo, David Hockney and Nan Goldin all made their UK debuts at the Whitechapel Gallery. Founded by Victorian philanthropist Canon Samuel Barnett, who wanted to bring art to the East End, the Whitechapel Gallery has made its name hosting exhibitions by established and emerging artists and is now a firm favourite of art students and connoisseurs. Even the original building is a work of art. Built in art-nouveau style, it first opened its doors in 1901 and it has since taken over the library next door to double its exhibition space to 10 galleries. There is no permanent collection as the pioneering gallery is devoted to hosting cutting-edge contemporary art exhibitions, most of which are free.

Discover an Authentic East London MarketIndependent traders

map Google map

Once a Cockney area with barrow boys and discount goods, Broadway Market has been around since the mid-1800s. These days it’s filled with artisanal food, crafted gifts, vinyl, and vintage clothing. Explore the traders, then grab a coffee or a craft pint and some street food and enjoy it on the canalside or the leafy London Fields nearby.

Stroll the ‘People’s Park’Public Park

map Google map

Opened in 1845 after a 30,000-strong petition was presented to Queen Victoria, Victoria Park, East London’s first public park, attracts nine million visitors a year. There’s a fabulous kid’s adventure play park, skatepark, splash pool and cafe surrounded by wide pathways ideal for cycling and jogging. This, combined with a diverse Sunday foodie market that pops up near Bonner Gate, and multiple events a year (from fun runs to music festivals), is probably the reason it’s East London’s most popular green space. It’s also home to a piece of the original London Bridge and an ornate Grade II drinking fountain.


Watch the Sunset from a Cable Car

Capable of ferrying 2400 people an hour across the Thames between the Greenwich Peninsula and the Royal Docks, the purple IFS Cloud Cable Cars are the perfect way to turn a commute into an experience. Try to arrive at sunset for stunning views upriver towards the glittering cityscape, but be prepared for queues in the high season as it is popular with tourists. Fortunately, it’s part of the city’s transport network, which means you can pay at a discounted price with an Oyster Card.



Take a Lesson at Ragged School MuseumMuseum

map Google map

Although the real school, founded by local philanthropist Dr Thomas Barnardo, closed in 1908, visitors can still step into East End Victoriana at the Ragged School Museum, by sitting on hard wooden benches at a wooden desk with a slate, chalk, inkwells and abacuses, to be taught reading, writing and arithmetic by a strict school ma’am in full Victorian attire. As well as the mock 19th-century schoolroom, there is a reconstructed East End kitchen and a social-history museum. The immersive lesson, held on the first Sunday of the month at 11.30am and 12.45pm, offers a taste of what it was like during the school’s Sunday openings, when students – all destitute East End children (hence the name ‘ragged’) – came to school here.

Go on a Family Day Out at Young V&AMuseums and Thrills

map Google map

East London may be popular with the cool kids now, but it has always been a place for families. For younger ones, the recently reopened Young V&A (formerly the V&A Museum of Childhood) is right up there. Housed in a purpose-built Victorian-era building, it is free to enter, with fantastic new interactive zones and immersive spaces that combine with nostalgic historic displays aimed at parents. Dalston Eastern Curve Garden has turned a disused railway track into an exploratory haven with a community garden that teaches kids all about horticulture with regular workshops. Let older kids loose on electric karts at the reasonably priced Revolution Karting, next to the popular Mile End Park Skatepark. Alternatively, hire a canoe at nearby Moo Canoes to explore the pleasant waterways around Hackney Wick. Nearby, in Stratford, there’s the magical wonderland that is Discover Children’s Story Centre, an indoor and outdoor fantasy world that younger children will love exploring for hours.


HOW LONDONERS LIVED OVER THE CENTURIES

Set in a building that once housed poor pensioners, dating back as far as 1714, the Museum of the Home has a fascinating series of decorated rooms and domestic interiors, so visitors can see how residents lived over the past 400 years in London. The nostalgic details are mesmerising, right down to the vintage newspaper on the breakfast table.

map Google map




Drink in a Proper East End BoozerHistoric Pubs

Few spaces are considered more of an East End institution than the ‘local’ – the pub. Once upon a time, they were the literal hub of each community. Many disappeared when the historic East End communities moved further afield, but several have survived. Whitechapel’s Blind Beggar (map Google map) and Carpenter’s Arms (map Google map) remain popular, in part due to their connections to the area’s infamous gangster brothers, the Kray Twins – they killed someone in the former and bought the latter for their ‘ma’. Along the river, the Prospect of Whitby (map Google map) is one of the oldest pubs in the whole city – opened in 1502 – and was reportedly a watering hole for Charles Dickens and Samuel Pepys, while the Captain Kidd (map Google map) is named after the notorious pirate who was hanged nearby in 1701. Both boast marvellous views over the Thames. In Mile End, the Palm Tree (map Google map) stands on its own, next to the canal, and offers a Cockney experience you can’t easily find now, with vintage interiors stuck in time.

Rummage Around Viktor Wynd MuseumMuseum of the Strange

map Google map

Dubbed the ‘UK’s strangest new museum’ upon opening, the Viktor Wynd Museum (and Bar) is filled with the weird and wonderful across human history. Parts of extinct birds jostle for space with occult art and curious celebrity relics at the light-hearted little Hackney spot, which isn’t for the squeamish or those easily offended.

After grabbing an absinthe-infused cocktail – the house speciality – at the Victorian-style bar, while sat next to a stuffed lioness beneath the watchful eye of the Fiji mermaid pinned to the ceiling, wander over to the Wunderkabinett, guarded by a herd of animal heads, before descending into the basement to say hello to the two-headed lamb and mummified fairies, while looking for ‘dead babies’ in bottles and literal celebrity ‘shit’.

View Eccentric British Art at the Gilbert & George CentreGallery

map Google map

Opened in April 2023, the delightful Gilbert & George Centre is a ‘gift to the community’ from local residents and celebrated British artists Gilbert and George. Made of glass, wood and bricks, it is tucked away on a cobbled street off Brick Lane and free to visit so as to embody the always smartly dressed duo’s motto: ‘art is for all’.

Housed in a former industrial building, the centre is made up of three state-of-the-art exhibition spaces, built sympathetically and with a number of sustainable features. Two of the galleries will become permanent homes for Gilbert and George’s work and the other will be used to showcase up-and-coming artists as part of the gallery’s commitment to engage with a broad demographic.

Meet the City’s Animal ResidentsUrban Farms

For a genteel way to entertain children, amazing urban farms are scattered across the East End, from llama-loving Mudchute farm (map Google map) near the Docklands to the more community-centred Stepney City Farm and Hackney City Farm (map Google map), as well as the often-overlooked Spitalfields City Farm (map Google map), which makes an excellent child-friendly detour for parents exploring the markets of Brick Lane or Spitalfields.


WHERE TO GET A COFFEE

Pavilion Cafe Victoria Park

map Google map

The ideal spot to sit and sip your coffee overlooking the lake and fountains.

Oat Coffee

map Google map

Strong coffee, served by friendly staff right in the middle of Brick Lane.

Allotment Kitchen

map Google map

Not only is this social enterprise’s coffee excellent, but it also has great cakes and pastries.

Mackbear Coffee

map Google map

Ideal as a spot to work unpressured while sustaining yourself on coffee alone.

Café Columbia

map Google map

A lovely garden area, great coffee and bagels in the heart of the flower market.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

£ Cheap     £ £ Moderate     £ £ £ Pricey
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Eating

Roast Dinners

Hemingway££

map Google map

Get here early if you want the deliciously tender Scottish beef fillet on a Sunday as it can run out. noon-11.30pm Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat

Royal Inn on the Park£££

map Google map

A stunning beer garden overlooking Victoria Park and an excellent vegetarian option. noon-11pm.

Star of the East££

map Google map

The Yorkshire puddings are divine and there’s even a roast to share between two. noon-11.30pm Tue-Fri, 10.30am-11.30pm Sat, noon-10pm Sun & Mon

Docklands Diner£

map Google map

Family run with a family feel, serving a very reasonable ‘homely’ roast with all the trimmings. 7am-2pm

Ethnic Food

Graam Bangla££

map Google map

Maasor jool, khala bhuna. Sound familiar? No? That’s how authentic the Bangladeshi food is here. 11.30am-11.30pm

Shalamar Kebab House£

map Google map

Home to probably the most reasonably priced Pakistani curries in all of East London. 11am-11pm

House of MoMo£££

map Google map

You’ll struggle to get a table at this popular Nepalese spot with delicious dumplings. noon-11pm

Mien Tay££

map Google map

The service is quick, the atmosphere is vibrant and the pho and dumplings are quite special. noon-11.30pm Tue-Sun

Vegan Food

Sazzy & Fran££

map Google map

Vegan delights from zalmon and cream-cheese bagels to homemade red-lentil dahl soup. 7.30am-5pm Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm Sat & Sun

Vegan Yes££

map Google map

If you love Italian and you love Korean, you’ll probably love this vegan fusion of the two. noon-10pm Fri & Sat, to 9pm Sun

All Nations Vegan£

map Google map

Tucked away off a residential Dalston street, this is vegan food done Caribbean style. noon-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat


Fine Dining

Da Terra Restaurant£££

map Google map

One of the first Michelin-starred restaurants to open in East London (in fact it has two stars), with a blind tasting menu headed up by Italian chef Rafael Cagali and general manager Charlie Lee. 6.30-8pm Thu-Sat

Behind Restaurant£££

map Google map

Michelin-starred fish restaurant in London Fields serving eight courses of pescatarian heaven at the intimate but stylish U-shaped table that looks straight into the open kitchen. noon-11pm Thu-Sat, 7-11pm Wed

Casa Fofó££

map Google map

Two cosy indoor spaces and one outdoor covered space of mostly brick and wood, with an inventive tasting menu prepared by chef-proprietor Cecco, including twists like pink fir potatoes and pine with sour cherry and popcorn. 6-9.30pm Wed-Sun, plus 1-2pm Sat & Sun

Cheap East End Grub

Beigel Bake Brick Lane Bakery£

map Google map

A nod to the historic Jewish East End community, serving bagels so good there’s always a queue. 24hr

G Kelly£

map Google map

Proper Cockney pie and mash with parsley sauce has been served here for decades. 11am-6pm Mon-Sat, to 4pm Sun

E Pellicci£

map Google map

An East End institution since 1900, serving fry-ups, pasta, sandwiches and other cafe fare. 8.30am-3.30pm Mon-Sat

Greedy Fish and Chips£

map Google map

One of the best places serving the East End staple of fish in crunchy batter with crispy chips. 11.30am-10pm Tue-Sun

African Cuisine

Banke’s Kitchen£

map Google map

When everyone eating in a place is Nigerian, you know the jollof rice, pounded yam and amala is gonna be good. 10am-10pm

D’Taste African Cuisine£

map Google map

Sitting right in the heart of the hustle and bustle of Ridley Rd Market, serving excellent West African street food such as chofi. 9.30am-9pm Mon-Sun

Afrikana Dalston££

map Google map

Stylish, chic restaurant getting heads turning for its more refined version of fusion African dishes. noon-11pm
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Drinking

Beer

Crate Brewery

map Google map

Great-tasting craft beer and scrumptious pizza by the waterfront, anyone? noon-11pm Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat

Howling Hops

map Google map

The country’s first dedicated tap bar, serving craft beer straight from tanks in a vibrant atmosphere. noon-11pm Sun-Thu, to 1.30am Fri & Sat


All My Friends

map Google map

Serving iconic local brands such as True Craft and boasting an amazing terrace with stunning views. noon-2am Fri & Sat, to 1am Thu, to 11pm Wed, to 10pm Sun

Ten Bells

map Google map

Historic pub with connections to notorious Victorian killer Jack the Ripper, serving various craft beers on rotation. noon-midnight Sun-Wed, noon-1am Thurs-Sat

Drinking Outdoors

Lord Napier Star

map Google map

Rooftop bar where you get sun all day; super-friendly staff, consistently great music and top margarita cocktails. 4pm-midnight Mon-Wed, noon-midnight Thu-Sun

Hackney Bridge

map Google map

Hackney Wick’s very own version of Mercato Metropolitano, with a sprawling outdoor area with benches and food stalls to many tastes, plus craft beer and great wine. noon-10pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Grow

map Google map

Gorgeous spot for an alfresco beverage, plus sustainable food on a cosy canalside terrace. Jazz night on Thursdays and an array of live music at weekends. 10.30am-midnight Tue-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat, to 11.30pm Sun

Partying

No90

map Google map

A vibing Hackney Wick canalside terrace, with excellent DJs playing at the weekends. noon-11pm Tue-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat

Dalston Jazz Bar

map Google map

Tucked away from the chaos of Kingsland High St, this is where you’ll find north London’s jazz connoisseurs from Thursday to Saturday, sitting around tapping their feet. 6pm-3am Fri & Sat, 6pm-1am Thu

Dalston Roofpark

map Google map

The place for daytime partying with great DJs throughout the early part of the evening and a covered area that allows you to dance come rain or shine. 5pm-11pm Fri, 3pm-11pm Sat, 5pm-11.30pm Thu

Queer Spaces

Dalston Superstore

map Google map

Once the East London party place, though no longer top of every list, this queer venue has great themed nights and is very popular with the LGBTIQ+ crowd. noon-3am Fri & Sat, 4.30pm-2am Tue-Thu, 4pm-midnight Mon

93 Feet East

map Google map

Longstanding Brick Lane venue with underground sounds, classic hip-hop and reggae beats and nights aimed at an LGBTIQ+ crowd. 5-11pm Wed & Thu, 5pm-1.30am Fri, 1.30pm-1.30am Sat, 1.30-10.30pm Sun

The Divine

map Google map

Dalston queer venue with regular drag shows, and always lots of glitter, pop and disco. 5pm-midnight Mon-Thu, 4pm-2.30am Fri & Sat, 2pm-12.30pm Sun
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Shopping

Vintage

Beyond Retro

map Google map

Whether you want vintage dresses, classic sports sweatshirts or pre-worn leather coats, Beyond Retro has it all in its Dalston and Broadway Market branches. 11am-7pm Mon-Sat, to 5pm Sun

Spitalfields Market

map Google map

For an array of vintage wears, old records, historic photos of London, licence plates and other collectables, plus independent designers (pictured). 8am-11pm Mon-Fri, 9am-11pm Sat & Sun

Traid

map Google map

Big and bright, it’s less a vintage store and more a contemporary secondhand charity shop that works to stop clothes from being thrown away in Dalston. 10am-8pm Mon-Sat, 11am-6pm Sun

Vintage Basement

map Google map

A literal bargain basement with plenty of deals to be had among curated racks of hip clothing. 11am-7pm
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Family Travel

London is an excellent destination for families. There are plenty of facilities for those travelling with small children, and countless attractions to feed curious minds of all ages – best of all, much of it is free to visit.



Baby Changing

The vast majority of museums, shopping centres and cafes have baby-changing facilities. These are usually drop-down changing tables inside accessible toilet cubicles. Enquire about changing facilities and staff will point you in the right direction.



How to Save Money

Kids Week offers free theatre tickets for children, with a full-paying adult, between late July and August (book ahead of your visit). National Rail offers two-for-one days out on certain attractions when families travel into London by train. Various venues from Shakespeare’s Globe to the Southbank Centre offer family discounts and special shows for children during the summer holidays.

Pram-Friendly Journeys

Many Tube stations have lifts and Londoners are helpful in carrying prams down stairs. Most buses have a space for a pram on the lower decks.


CHILDREN’S DISCOUNTS

At nearly all of the London attractions children can visit, there is a discount for under 16s. Children under five can ride Tubes and buses for free with an adult. Children aged five to 10 get free travel on all TfL transport services with a Zip Oyster photocard, which can be applied for online at tfl.gov.uk (and takes a week to arrive).
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Splash Pads

In the hot heat of summer, certain public fountains become water play areas. Don’t forget your towel.
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Playgrounds

Most London parks have free playgrounds for kids, usually with slides and swings – some have full adventure playground set-ups. These are the ideal places for little ones to let off steam after navigating big city life.





Accommodation

The majority of your budget will likely go on this – it’s not a cheap city to sleep in, but deals can be found if booked in advance.


Where to stay if you love…

Ritzy Digs

Covent Garden & the West End In the centre of the action and home to extravagant lodgings fit for royalty, high-end restaurants, afternoon tea and designer shops. Always busy.


OUR PICK

We Love to Stay In...

Soho

The centre of London’s LGBTIQ+ capital is a plush spot with a cluster of independent cinemas and a media, film and TV crowd. There are countless restaurant options, the largest Chinatown in the UK, plus bars and clubs with patrons partying into the wee hours. It’s easily walkable, and a super central location for exploring the city, with lots of transport options. Noisier than other neighbourhoods at night.



Local Life

South London Has historic roots and diverse communities, ethnic shops, Caribbean flavours and cheaper accommodation, but takes longer to get into central London.


HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN...

Four-star or fancy boutique hotel from £200

Hostel dorm room £18-40

Midrange hotel £80–200



Gothic Architecture & Nightcaps

North London Convenient for transport, has tonnes of eating options, and has unique hotels with striking architecture, plus excellent bars.

Green Space & Art

Kensington The place for culture and fresh air in the centre of the city, with sprawling royal parks and dozens of free world-class galleries and museums.

Chic but Affordable

East London Hip hangouts, vibrant nightlife, independent market traders touting vintage wears and excellent curry houses.





Food, Drink & Nightlife

Allergies & Intolerances

Severs will likely ask about allergies or intolerances. Many menus now list items containing gluten, nuts, meat or dairy.

Vegetarian restaurants Commonly found in neighbourhoods all over London. Vegetarian options are on almost every menu.

Vegan restaurants Almost as prevalent as vegetarian restaurants; usually one vegan option on most menus.

Gluten-free restaurants Becoming more common, offering no cross-contamination in the kitchen.


CELEBRITY CHEFS

Aside from dozens of Michelin-star restaurants, the city is crawling with celebrity outposts, including restaurants by Gordon Ramsay and Heston Blumenthal. Book ahead to experience these.




GLOBAL FLAVOURS

Most foodies don’t come here to eat British food but to try flavours from around the world in one city. With a multicultural population speaking more than 250 languages, food is a way to communicate and understand other cultures. With a little research, it’s easy to go on a far-flung taste discovery.



Food Markets

London is big on street food – it’s an affordable way to taste the flavours of other continents. Tuck into the South American arepas patties in Camden’s East Yard, heaped Gujarati curries at Broadway Market and tangy Filipino BBQ at Hackney Bridge. Organic and artisanal products are found in most markets.

HOW TO… Pay the Bill

Your bill won’t be presented at a restaurant until you ask for it. Catch your server and ask for the bill.

Splitting the bill It’s common among groups of friends to split the bill evenly. It’s polite for those who’ve had extra dishes and more expensive wine to offer to pay more.

Tipping It’s customary to leave a 10% tip at a restaurant. A service charge may be automatically included on the bill, 10% to 12% is standard. It’s not necessary to tip in a pub unless there’s been outstanding service. Drinks are usually paid for at the bar, unless you leave your card and open a tab.


PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to the average cost of a main course.

£ less than £15

££ £15–25

£££ more than £25




OPENING HOURS

Cafes 7am to 5pm

Restaurants 11am to 11pm

Fast-food joints 11am to midnight or later
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Going Out

Londoners love a drink, and there are boozing establishments to suit every persuasion...

Pubs There are roughly 3500 pubs in the capital, typically open between 11am and 11pm. Usually decorated with dark wood fittings, carpets and vintage props, serving beer, basic wine and mixed spirits.

Cocktail bars Countless mixologists, speakeasies and inventive menus serve up craft cocktails in fancy surroundings, usually open between 5pm and 11pm. Five of London’s drinking spots feature on The World’s 50 Best Bars list.

Clubs Dance into the wee hours, between 9pm and 2am (sometimes later). Mega clubs include Egg, Fabric and Ministry of Sound for electronic beats, plus Heaven for LGBTIQ+ pop fun.

Wine bars Sophisticated low-key affairs. European wines are most common, but tipples from across the globe, plus organic and sustainable producers, can be found. Usually open from 5pm to 11pm.


HOW MUCH FOR A

Sandwich
£3–10

Pint of beer
£4–8

Burger
£8–15

Meal at a high-end restaurant
£100+

Meal for two at an average restaurant with wine
£30–60

Barista coffee
£3–5

Street food dish
£5–15

Bag of chips
£3–7







LGBTIQ+ Travellers

London is Europe’s LGBTIQ+ capital. Visitors are likely to see same-sex couples during any visit. There are many LGBTIQ+ owned businesses.


Gaybourhoods

Soho Long the epicentre of LGBTIQ+ life in London, with bars and clubs centred around Old Compton St, including the infamous G-A-Y Bar and SHE Soho – the only full-time lesbian-run bar in London.

Kennington, Deptford and Vauxhall areas are also LGBTIQ+ culture hotspots. The Royal Vauxhall Tavern has been running LGBTIQ+ events since the 1980s.

East London Most bars here are LGBTIQ+ friendly. Dalston Superstore holds legendary drag brunches, while the Glory hosts regular drag shows and discos.

Rainbow City The city is taken over by rainbow flags by those showing solidarity during the Pride month of June and early July, when London Pride takes place.


OUR PICKS

Gay Bookshops

Dedicated shops selling gay literature include Gay’s the Word (the UK’s oldest LGBTIQ+ bookshop) and Judd Books, holding a good selection of gay literature, plus there’s also radical progressive politics specialist Housmans Bookshop. East London’s the Common Press Bookshop champions gay literature and books written by marginalised communities.




QUEER BRITAIN

The first museum dedicated to LGBTIQ+ culture in the UK, in King’s Cross, launched in 2022 before the 50th anniversary of London’s first Pride. It hosts free exhibitions on gay culture.
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LONDON FRIEND

London Friend offers free information and advice for the LGBTIQ+ community.
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LGBTIQ+ Media

Magazines and websites based in London listing LGBTIQ+ events and discussing community issues include Gay London (visitgay.london), Pink News (thepinknews.com), Diva Magazine (diva-magazine.com), and Gay London Life (gaylondonlife.co.uk). Check their websites for current LGBTIQ+ news and events happening around the city.





Health & Safe Travel

London is a relatively safe city, but petty crime does happen. Read on for how to avoid it.



TAP WATER

London’s tap water is perfectly safe to drink. Ask for tap water instead of bottled water in restaurants to avoid paying for overpriced water. Refillable water bottle stations are becoming more common in parks, but are not too common in shopping streets. Cafes will usually fill up your water bottle if you purchase something.



Pickpockets

Most visits are theft-free, but robberies do happen. A reasonable amount of street savvy will help travellers to avoid being pickpocketed, or their phone being snatched. Don’t leave phones or valuables lying around (in restaurants/cafes) or have them sticking out of your back pocket. Put valuables in the main section of a backpack, ideally wear it on your front in busy areas. Don’t leave bags unattended anywhere in public. Use headsets/earphones when calling on mobile phones where possible.


Health Insurance

London has free healthcare for UK citizens. Foreign nationals should ensure they have insurance.



Ice & Snow

It occasionally snows in London during the winter months. The city is ill-equipped to deal with heavy snow, and much of the transport infrastructure gets delayed or comes to a standstill. Expect journey times to be longer in icy and snowy conditions, and plan to leave much earlier than normal if you have a plane or train to catch.


RAIN

London’s weather is incredibly changeable, so pack layers and a warm coat if visiting in winter. Most Londoners carry an umbrella in case of rain.




QUICK INFO

Security

Always lock bikes, preferably with two locks. Bike theft is common.

Privacy

Londoners do not like their photo being taken unless you ask. Avoid taking photos of kids.

Marijuana

Medical-use cannabis is legal with documentation; recreational use is illegal.







Responsible Travel

Follow these tips to leave a lighter footprint, support local and have a positive impact on communities.


Sustainable Hotels

Choose accommodation with good green credentials to lower the impact of travelling. One Hundred Shoreditch has 100% renewable electricity and uses local suppliers for its hotel menus, while Hilton London Heathrow Airport claims to have zero waste going to landfill and a special system that turns food waste into water. The Langham in the West End has well-thought-out green details, from low-flush toilets and energy-efficient heating to biodegradable cleaning products.
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Go Meatless

London has a growing number of vegan and vegetarian restaurants, and almost all menus have an option for non-meat eaters. Choose a day to go meatless, and help reduce deforestation and greenhouse gas emissions.
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OUR PICK

Get On Your Bike

London is building more cycle routes every year to encourage more people to cycle. Cycling is a quick, inexpensive and efficient way to get around the centre of town.



Buy Local

Locally owned businesses tend to make more local purchases, meaning less transportation is required for goods. Many London restaurants, such as Walthamstow’s Eat17, serve ethically sourced British food and use seasonal ingredients to reduce food miles and carbon emissions. Meanwhile, certain businesses operate with the wider community in mind. Islington’s Redemption Roasters, for example, teaches prisoners how to roast coffee while they’re behind bars.

Resources

• cyclestreets.net For planning bike-friendly routes and monitoring your CO2. • tfl.gov.uk Essential tool for using public transport. • toogoodtogo.com App to reduce food waste and get discounted meals.


TAKE A DOGGY BAG

Ordered too much food during a meal? Most restaurants will package up leftovers so it doesn’t end up in the bin. For extra brownie points, bring your own reusable container.



Getting Around the City

London has an excellent public transport network; more people using Tubes, buses and trains means less congestion on the road.

More than 2500 diesel-electric hybrid buses operate throughout London, mainly in central London. Choose these over private vehicles to reduce congestion.

There are more than 12,000 Santander Cycles at around 800 docking stations across central London: use these to help reduce pollution.

When it’s not raining, set out on two feet. London is hugely walkable and plenty of unexpected discoveries can be found en route, while walking helps to reduce emissions.


DRINKING FOUNTAINS

Don’t buy water in plastic bottles when in London. Bring a reusable bottle and ask for tap water in restaurants, and top them up in park water fountains, plus carry a reusable bag for gift purchases and shopping.
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Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when travelling, and the importance of making changes where we can. Lonely Planet urges all travellers to engage with their travel carbon footprint. Many airlines and booking sites offer travellers the option of offsetting the impact of greenhouse gas emissions by contributing to climate-friendly initiatives around the world.

There are many carbon calculators online that allow travellers to estimate the carbon emissions generated by their journey; try resurgence.org using the QR code, right.
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Accessible Travel

Public Transport

More than a quarter of Tube stations, around half of the Overground stations and all DLR stations have step-free access. Check stations before travelling. Steps can be lowered to street level on buses and there is wheelchair space on lower decks, but is shared with buggies and can be full when you board – wheelchair users have priority in this case.

Accommodation

London has a large number of accessible accommodation options. Modern hotels can feature beds and baths designed with wheelchairs in mind and lowered wardrobes and bedside tables, plus wide doorways. Enquire before you book.


GUIDE DOGS

The Equalities Act requires museums, hotels and transport to allow access to guide dogs and their owners. Anyone who refuses could face prosecution. This law doesn’t include emotional support dogs, but some hotels do allow them.



Taxis

Black cabs are wheelchair-accessible, with ramps and swivel seats for people with limited mobility, but Ubers and mini cabs are not unless you request an accessible ride (these are few and far between).


OUR PICK

London’s museums are required to make provisions for those with accessibility needs. Many offer tactile and braille books, or large print guides for their exhibits. All should provide step-free access. All you have to do is plan ahead (notify places for special requirements) to view the artefacts at the British Museum, the masterpieces at the National Gallery and the waxworks at Madame Tussauds. Even renowned landmarks Tower Bridge and the London Eye are fully accessible.




COBBLESTONED STREETS

Central London has numerous uneven cobbled streets and squares, which are not ideal for wheelchair users. General pavement quality along main thoroughfares is fine, but watch out for potholes and raised curbs.



Resources

• Visit London (visitlondon.com; scan the QR code) offers useful tips on navigating the city in a wheelchair. • AccessAble (accessable.co.uk) is a great resource for finding accessible venues.
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Nuts & Bolts

Opening Hours

Banks 9am–5pm Monday to Friday

Post offices 9am–5.30pm Monday to Friday and around 9am–noon Saturday

Pubs & bars normally 11am–11pm (some are open later)

Restaurants typically 11am–11pm

Sights 10am–6pm

Shops 9am–7pm Monday to Saturday, six consecutive hours (any time between 10am and 6pm) on Sundays

Cafes 7am-5pm Monday-Sunday, open later during special events.


Airports, shopping centres, cafes and many restaurants offer free wi-fi.




QUICK INFO

Time zone GMT (GMT+1 during summer)

Country code +44

Emergency number 999

City population 9 million



ELECTRICITY

[image: jpg]

Smoking

Smoking is allowed in designated areas outside but is banned inside. There are currently no nationwide legal restrictions or laws on vaping in public areas, it is up to the venue.

Weights & Measures

London officially uses metric (grams, litres etc), but markets may use imperial measurements.

Public Holidays

Public Holidays can be different in London to other areas of the UK. These may include ‘bank holidays’, which are declared by the monarch and mean that banks and state offices such as post offices will be closed. Some private businesses, tourist attractions, bars, restaurants and shops may choose to open on these days, usually for reduced hours.

New Year’s Day 1 January

Good Friday Late March/April

Easter Monday Late March/April

May Day Holiday First Monday in May

Spring Bank Holiday Last Monday in May

Summer Bank Holiday Last Monday in August

Christmas Day 25 December

Boxing Day 26 December







Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travellers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you are happy to have your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/legal.
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