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The Journey Begins Here

[image: jpg]

Osteria, Florence | GARY YEOWELL/GETTY IMAGES ©

It's the bewitching stories and characters that keep me returning to Florence year after year: the Florentine calligrapher who spins handwritten magic in soul-soaring swirls on menus and shop windows, the cutting edge Chinese chef who stuffs bao buns with Tuscan truffles and crafts dumplings like jewels, or the spirited distiller who throws olive leaves and artichokes in his avant-garde pot. Yes, Florence is 'heart of the Renaissance', an urban antidote to Tuscany's achingly romantic countryside. But if you're seeking pure and simple creativity, as whimsically radical as it is rooted in tradition, this city is the real deal. Embrace the journey. By Nicola Williams
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Nicola Williams

@tripalong

Lonely Planet's Tuscany expert for over a decade, Nicola is a France-based journalist specialising in Italy, Switzerland and France.
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Angelo Zinna

@angelo_zinna

Angelo Zinna is a writer and photographer based in Florence.








THE BEST

Food Experiences

Tripe-fuelled street grub to Michelin-starred palazzo gastronomy – eating out in Florence covers all tastes, budgets and moods. Seasonal ingredients and simple execution are the hallmarks of Florentine cuisine, tried and tested over centuries with breathtaking results.
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Pair all-day dining with Renaissance frescoes at Salotto Portinari, from fashionista breakfast to Michelin-starred dinner.
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Scoff offal in the street with Dante ghosts at Da Vinattieri and market-stall holders at Tripperia Pollini.

Hobnob over morning coffee or afternoon tea and cakes by Italy's best pastry chef at Galleria Iginio Massari.

Learn to make pasta and grab lunch at your pick of food stalls in San Lorenzo's noisy, hectic covered food market Mercato Centrale.
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Spoon gelato or a bitter-sweet affogato at 1930s gelateria Vivoli. Sbrino is the hot ticket on the river's other side.

Sink your teeth into a perfectly cooked bistecca fiorentina (T-bone steak) at a nose-to-tail butcher's restaurant in Panzano in Chianti.







THE BEST

Drinking Experiences

The aperitivo (early evening drink) might be a bedrock of urban culture in Florence, but there's so much more: historical cafes, enoteche (wine bars), rooftops with a view and trendy bars with DJ-spun tunes.
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Indulge in wine flights, taste Tuscan wines and fill your water bottle with Chianti wine in San Lorenzo's traditional enoteche.
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Learn all about the classic cocktail born in Florence in 1919 on a Negroni crawl – from old-world caffè to TikTok trender.

Soak up the city at sunset and toast pink skies at pop-up bars Vip and Flò on summertime Piazzale Michelangelo.

Learn from Italy's best mixologists at a cocktail masterclass and become a connoisseur of Florence's best cocktail bars during Cocktail Week.

Delve behind the scenes of a Florentine coffee roaster at family-run Din Caffè in backstreet San Niccolò.
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Admire San Frediano’s church and hills rising above Oltrarno over aperitivi at glassed-in rooftop SE·STO on Arno.







THE BEST

Shopping Experiences

Goldsmiths and shoemakers were as hallowed as sculptors and artists in medieval and Renaissance Florence. They still are. Whether at a market or modish boutique, design and artisanship fuel shopping in Tuscany's fashionable capital.
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Mingle with locals at the city's premier food market, Mercato di Sant'Ambrogio. On Tuesday mornings, hit Mercato delle Cascine.
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Take a backstage tour of an artisan perfumery and buy scents evoking the Tuscan countryside and coast at Lorenzo Villoresi.

Join Florentines for a passeggiata on the city's poshest shopping strip, Via de’ Tornabuoni. (pictured)

Hunt for pre-loved treasures at Piazza Santo Spirito's monthly antiques market – peep down from Loggia Roof Bar.
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Delve into the ancient Florentine craft of commesso (mosaic) at Opificio delle Pietre Dure and order a custom piece at Scarpelli Mosaici.

Taste and buy wine at source with fifth-generation winemakers on a road trip at Antinori nel Chianti Classico. (pictured)






THE BEST

Renaissance Experiences

No single period defines Florence like the Renaissance – a golden age that, from the 15th century, showered the city with a feast of sumptuous palazzi, marble basilicas, frescoed churches and art.
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Lose yourself in the world's finest collection of Renaissance art at the monumental Uffizi. (pictured)

Climb up inside Brunelleschi's dome crowning Florence's Duomo; unearth the backstory at the cathedral museum.

Admire Michelangelo's icon of the Renaissance from every angle in San Marco's Galleria dell'Accademia – nothing prepares you for David close up.

Trace the Medici line in Cappelle Medicee, the dynasty's bedazzling burial chapel awash with glittering tombs and unsung Michelangelo sculptures.

Spot the likes of Brunelleschi and Botticelli painted by Florentine Renaissance pioneers in frescoes at San Frediano's Cappella Brancacci.

Play voyeur in the painted bedrooms and bathrooms of Florentine nobility at Palazzo Davanzati.






THE BEST

Medieval Experiences

The labyrinthine centro storico harks back to Florence's days as a wealthy medieval republic. Centuries-old pharmacies selling herbal remedies, paper artisans reproducing illuminated manuscripts, breathtaking art and architecture: it's easy to scout out the medieval in modern Florence.

Tour Palazzo Vecchio, HQ of medieval artisan guilds and city-government seat since the 14th century. (pictured)
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Stroll iconic bridge Ponte Vecchio, home to butchers and fishmongers in the Middle Ages – now glittering in gold jewellery.

Soak up medieval serenity in soulful San Marco at Europe's first orphanage and the monastery where Fra' Angelico served God.

Trail Dante from the street where he lived to Basilica di Santa Croce where he was buried.
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Hop between tower houses and explore the bowels of Italy's most thrilling horse race, Il Palio, in medieval Siena.

Catch a train to Pisa to unearth its medieval wonders: art, ships, city walls, the world's largest baptistery, and a leaning tower.






THE BEST

Contemporary Art Experiences

Tune into what's on Florence's modern mind through its contemporary art scene: provocative, thoughtful, compelling beyond measure, yet rarely forgetful of the city's extraordinary artistic heritage bequeathed by past masters.

See urban artists reclaiming the street at Street Levels Gallery on Via Palazzuolo.
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Pair exciting seasonal exhibitions at Palazzo Strozzi with 20th- and 21st-century art at Palazzo Bartolini Salimbeni.

Tune into Italian modern art and get your hands dirty in an art workshop at Museo Novecento.

Gorge on contemporary art at Pisa's Palazzo Blu and street art at Festival della Strada from October to January.
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Enjoy the juxtaposition of art installations in a vintage cinema, medieval tower and old vaulted cellar at San Gimignano's world-class Galleria Continua.

Find anything from sound installations to black history art at Le Murate, a melting-pot gallery and artists' residence in Sant'Ambrogio's upcycled prison.






THE BEST

Active Experiences

Urban and art-rich to the core, Florence isn’t a hardcore activity centre: kneading pasta dough and jogging along the Arno or up to San Miniato al Monte is as active as most Florentines get.
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Get up high at the Duomo's dome and campanile, Palazzo Vecchio's Torre d'Arnolfo, Siena's Torre del Mangia and Panorama del Facciatone.

Admire Florence's architectural landmarks afloat a pack raft, kayak or SUP with Firenze Rafting.

Pick up Fiesole's Sentiero delle Cave and hike to the spot where Da Vinci tested his flying machines in the 16th century.

Join Florentines in Parco delle Cascine, which has kids' playgrounds, jogging trails, outdoor pool (summer) and ice-skating rink (winter).

Catch a train to Lucca to cycle around its ancient heart along its intact ring of Renaissance city walls.

Spot kestrels and buzzards in forests where the Medici hunted in Pisa's Parco Naturale di Migliarino San Rossore Massaciuccoli.





THE BEST


Garden Experiences

Bijou-sized Florence is made for walking. Yet the urban fabric of this tightly packed Tuscan city hasn’t changed since the Renaissance – hence few modern sweeps of green. Hidden gardens of historic palazzi fuel ritual passeggiate (afternoon strolls).

Skip down chestnut alleys, waltz around ornate fountains and statue-hop in Giardino di Boboli, Florence's most treasured gardens. (pictured)
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Unearth grottoes and indulge in a lazy, elegant lunch alfresco at La Leggenda dei Frati in romantic Villa e Giardino Bardini.

Quaff cocktails in Giardino Torrigiani, a hidden walled garden harbouring rare trees, herb gardens, vintage greenhouse and summer cocktail bar.

Smell roses in bloom – 400-plus perfumed varieties – in Giardino delle Rose, planted in 1865 on the slopes of Boboli hill. (pictured)
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Hobnob with fashionable Florentines over coffee or cocktails and spaghetti jazz after dark in the garden at Santarosa Bistrot.

Seek out serenity in period gardens peppered with classical statues and lemon trees at Lucca's 17th-century Palazzo Pfanner.






Best for Kids

Spiral up secret staircases, between walls and along hidden passages on a backstage tour of tower-clad Palazzo Vecchio.

View Renaissance art at the Uffizi through a fellow teenage lens with a free guided tour led by teens from local schools.

Thrill older (and non-squeamish) children with an extraordinary collection of human anatomy wax models, skeletons and taxidermy animals at newly reopened 18th-century natural-history museum La Specola.

Watch gelato being made and tuck into tastings at gelaterias around town on a Curious Appetite food tour. Post-gelato, hit a summertime urban beach.

Get immersed in the world of miniature railways at Santa Maria Novella's HZERO museum.





Best for Free

Bathe in baroque opulence and artworks by mannerist luminaries in post-Renaissance Basilica della Santissima Annunziata.

See how Florentine aristocracy once lived in Renaissawnce palazzo splendour on a free guided tour of Casa Martelli.

Revel in the fountains and sculptures on Piazza della Signoria: the flush of masterpieces beneath the arches of open-air Loggia dei Lanzi is a museum in itself.

Join the sunset party in the company of street musicians and a masterpiece panorama on Piazzale Michelangelo. By the river, the sunset from Ponte Santa Trinità is breathtaking.

Explore churches nonchalantly harbouring extraordinary Renaissance masterpieces: the Duomo, Basilica di San Miniato al Monte, Chiesa di Santa Felicità and Chiesa d'Ognissanti.







Three Perfect Days

Florence and its masterpiece surrounds deserve so much more than a quick flit in and out. But if you really only have two or three days, these are the essentials you can't miss.
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DAY ONE

Only Have One Day?

Morning

Journey into the Renaissance over world-class art at the Uffizi. Clear your head with a stroll around Piazza della Signoria. Lunch traditionally at Osteria I Buongustai or Trattoria Le Mossacce.

Afternoon

Cross Ponte Vecchio (pictured). Search out street signs by Clet and buy postcards at CLET Studio. Explore Basilica di Santo Spirito and Cappella Brancacci.

Evening

Pair sunset on Piazzale Michelangelo with a wine-fuelled aperitivo at Le Volpi e l'Uva. Linger over dinner at Il Santo Bevitore and cocktails at MAD Souls & Spirits in San Frediano.
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DAY TWO

A Weekend Trip

Morning

Begin with coffee and pastries at Bar Museo Opera del Duomo. Devour sacred art at the Duomo: explore the baptistry and Brunelleschi's cupola. Complete the story in insightful Museo dell’Opera del Duomo.

Afternoon

Explore art and fashion at Palazzo Pitti after lunch at Gurdulù. From Giardino di Boboli stroll into Giardini Bardino – a path links the two. Unearth street art and the aperitivo scene in village-like San Niccolò (pictured).

Evening

Join locals in Santa Croce for pre- or post-dinner cocktails at Locale. If the season's right, catch jazz at Sala Vanni.
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DAY THREE

A Short Break

Morning

Date time with David at Galleria dell'Accademia (pictured). Be dazzled by see-to-believe Medici riches at Museo delle Cappelle Medicee in San Lorenzo and visit its basilica.

Afternoon

After lunch at Mercato Centrale, explore Santa Maria Novella. Don't miss Museo Marino Marini. Browse fashion boutiques and bookbinders on Via del Parione and Via della Spada. Enjoy coffee at Giacosa 1815 or wine at Enoteca Bellini.

Evening

Join the fashionista set for a stroll on Via de’ Tornabuoni and drinks at Procacci. Catch art after dark at Palazzo Strozzi and dine at Salotto Portinari.
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Get Prepared


Book Ahead

Three months before Buy tickets for Maggio Musicale Fiorentino, Firenze Rocks and other timely festivals.

One month before Book time-slot tickets for the Uffizi, Galleria dell'Accademia and Brunelleschi's Duomo cupola.

One week before Reserve tables at hot spots (like Michelin-starred Atto di Vito Mollica, summertime rooftops and prized trattoria old-timers.



Manners Matter

Greet friends and family with two cheek kisses. Otherwise, go for a handshake or say 'Ciao!' Despite the zeal with which takeaway joints on Via dei Neri and other busy streets in the historic centre dole out well-filled panini (sandwiches) and schiacciate (flatbreads), consider where you hover to eat. Avoid blocking shopfronts and cafe entrances. Head instead to the riverbanks or a park.

Dress Codes

Maintaining la bella figura (ie making a good impression) is important to stylish Florentines who take great pride in their dress and appearance. Steer clear of shorts, mini-skirts and flip-flops. Always dress up – not down – at restaurants, clubs and bars. Smart-casual outfits will cover you in most situations. Cover yourself when visiting churches (no shorts, short skirts or bare shoulders) – keep a scarf in your bag to cover up.

Things to Know

Language Greet people with 'buongiorno' in the morning and 'buonasera' from the afternoon onwards. 'Per favore' means ‘please’; 'prego' is ‘you’re welcome’ or ‘please, after you’.

Coffee Only drink cappuccino, caffe latte and latte macchiato in the morning; after a meal, it’s strictly espresso. To save a couple of euros, drink coffee standing at the banco (bar counter) – it's usually half the price of a coffee ordered at a table.

Churches Never intrude on a Mass or service. And don't picnic, drink or beach-lounge on church steps. (Drinking on a piazza or in a park is allowed.)

Phones Selfie sticks and talking on your phone are banned in the Uffizi and Galleria dell'Accademia. During the passeggiata (afternoon stroll), avoid snapping strangers or sticking your phone in the face of a fellow flaneur.



TIPPING

In Florence, it is uncommon for locals to tip waiting or bar staff, but most visitors leave a tip if there's no service charge.
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DAILY BUDGET

Budget: Less than €125

• Dorm bed: from €35

• Tripe panini: €5–6

• Two-course trattoria lunch: €15–20

• Tram ticket: €1.70

Midrange: €125–250

• Double room in three-star hotel: €90–150

• Two-course dinner with wine: €50–80

• Aperitivo in wine bar: €15–25

• Museum ticket: €3–25

Top end: More than €250

• Double in boutique palazzo hotel: from €250

• Guided e-bike tour: €80–100

• Wine-tasting flight in Antinori cellar: €35–135

• Michelin-starred multicourse dinner: €160–200

• Cocktail at a rooftop bar: €20–28




Currency

Euro (€)

Language

Italian

Time

Central European Time (GMT/UTC plus one hour)




TIP

A FirenzeCard (€85; firenzecard.it), valid for 72 hours, covers admission to major museums in Florence. A free 'restart' option, adding an additional 48 hours, encourages you to stay longer.
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When To Go

With long warm days and smorgasbord of bucket-list sights to tick off, summer has always been the hot time of year to visit Florence – it’s packed to bursting.


Yet each season has its beauty. From June to September, Florence pulls out all the stops with festivals, cultural events, late-night museum openings and alfresco dining. On the flip side, the city is hot and crowded, queues can be huge and many restaurants shut in August. Low season (November to March) is quieter, with cheaper museum prices and free admission to state museums the first Sunday of the month. October and November are deliriously delicious, when wild forest riches star on menus.

The Big Events

March or April: Easter celebrations in Florence climax on Easter Sunday with Scoppio del Carro (Explosion of the Cart). White oxen pull a wagon laden with fireworks through the streets to the cathedral, where a dove-shaped rocket sets the thing ablaze.
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April to June: Italy's oldest arts festival, Maggio Musicale Fiorentino, has brought world-class performances of theatre, classical music, jazz and dance to venues all over Florence since 1933.

24 June: Florence notably celebrates the feast day of its patron saint John at the Festa di San Giovanni in Santa Croce with a football match like no other.

July & August: There's so much more to Siena's world-famous medieval horse race, Il Palio, than 10 jockeys tearing bareback around oval-shaped Piazza del Campo.

Florence Weather
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Wild & Wonderful

February: Epicurean delights and delicacies from Florence, Tuscany and Italy take centre stage at food fest Taste Florence. Binge, baby, binge.

January and June: Europe's most dazzling fashion shows might have shifted from Palazzo Pitti to Milan in 1971, but the menswear show stayed put. Catch wild fashion designs and bags of side events, on and off the catwalk, during Pitti Uomo.

June: International rock bands take to the open-air stage for four dance-crazy days of music, street food and party 24/7 at Firenze Rocks. Festival host: Visarno Arena in Parco delle Cascine.

7 September: It's a flashback to medieval Florence during Festa delle Rificolona (Festival of the Paper Lanterns). Children bearing lanterns parade through the streets with drummers, flag throwers and musicians from Piazza di Santa Croce to Piazza della Santissima Annunziata to celebrate the Virgin Mary's birthday.


ACCOMMODATION LOWDOWN

Availability is limited and rates at their highest at Easter and from June to early September. Fashion 'week' fills hotels to bursting for four days in January and June – check dates. Bag the best bargains in January (outside fashion week), February and November to mid-December.







Getting There

Most visitors arrive by air at Florence and Pisa airports, or by train from elsewhere in Italy to Florence's central train station in Santa Maria Novella.


From the Airport to the City Centre

Florence Airport

Florence's Aeroporto Amerigo Vespucci is 4km northwest of town.

Tram Line T2 runs from the airport to Piazza della Stazione every few minutes between 5am and midnight, and until 2am Friday and Saturday. Journey time is 20 minutes (€1.70). Buy the ticket from machines at the tram stop or on the At Bus – Autolinee Toscane app; a second suitcase or large bag requires an additional ticket.

Taxi Flat rates for the 15-minute drive into town are €28/32 by day/night and €20 on public holidays, plus €1.20 per bag. Queues can be long.

Rideshare Count on €50 for a driver with Uber Black, bookable via the Uber ridesharing app.

Pisa Airport

Aeroporto di Pisa Galileo Galilei is 5km south of central Pisa and 85km from Florence. Low-cost airlines operate flights to/from all over Europe.

Train Driverless Pisa Mover trains yo-yo between the airport and Pisa Centrale train station (€6.50, 15 minutes). From here, Trenitalia trains service Florence's Stazione di Santa Maria Novella (€9.30, 50 minutes to 1¼ hours).

Bus Hourly buses to Florence’s Stazione di Santa Maria Novella are operated by Caronna Tour. Journey time is one hour; tickets are sold online (€12.90/19.90 day/night).

Car Major car-rental agencies have desks at the airport. It's a 1¼-hour drive along the Fi-Pi-Li superstrada (motorway) to Florence.

Other Points of Entry

Stazione di Santa Maria Novella

Most neighbourhoods are an easy walk from Florence’s main train station, located in Santa Maria Novella on the northwestern edge of the historical centre.

Villa Constanza Bus Station

Flixbus coaches from Siena (€8, 50 minutes) and other towns in Italy and beyond pull into Villa Constanza bus station in Scandicci, linked by tram line 1 (€1.70, 25 minutes) to Stazione di Santa Maria Novella.





Getting Around

From Renaissance courtyards and alleys evocative of yesteryear Florence to shiny trams and sleek e-bikes, navigating the Tuscan capital is a handsome affair. Walking is the primary means of getting around – Florence is small. But when an airport run, hilltop village or stiff hike up a hillside beckon, an efficient network of buses and trams steps in.


Walking

Florence itself is small and best navigated on foot. Most major sights are within easy walking distance. Wear comfy shoes.

Watch for silent e-scooters zooming by on the same pavement as you and electric taxis squeezing through car-free streets in the historic centre – pedestrians have priority.

Bicycle, E-bike & Scooter

To reach spots beyond the immediate centro storico, cycling is a speedier option. Ask for the Firenze in bici map, detailing 90km of dedicated and shared bike lanes, at the tourist office by the Santa Maria Novella train station. Another 20km of lanes were planned for summer 2024.

RideMovi (ridemovi.com) Download the app to locate and rent a regular or electrical-assisted bike; common spots are in front of Stazione di Santa Maria Novella and on Piazza della Repubblica.

Tuscany Cycle (tuscanycycle.com) This bike shop at Via Ghibellina 133 rents bikes (from €4/10/15 per hour/threehours/day) and arranges guided bike tours.

Helbiz (helbiz.com) operates electric scooters, bikes and mopeds; download the app to locate your choice of e-vehicle and pay. Royal blue e-scooters are operated by app-based Bit (bitmobility.it).

Bicycles are not allowed on Florence buses, but can be taken on trams on Sunday and outside peak hours (5am to 7am, 10am to 5pm, 8pm to 12.30am) on other days.
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ESSENTIAL APP

Download the TABNET app to purchase tickets and plan journeys.
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Bus & Tram

Use Florence's efficient network of buses to get to Fiesole (bus 7 from Santa Maria Novella) or make light work of the hill to Piazzale Michelangelo and Basilica di San Miniato al Monte (bus 13).

Tram line T2 links Piazza della Unità, in front of Stazione di Santa Maria Novella, with Florence airport. Tram line T1 crosses the city from north to south: beyond the Villa Constanza stop next to the Flixbus bus station, visitors have little reason to use it.

Consult timetables at gestramvia.it. Two more tram lines are planned for 2026.

Autolinee Toscane buses to Siena and San Gimignano depart from Florence's main bus station behind the Santa Maria Novella train station at Via Santa Caterina da Siena 17r.

Check schedules and real-time traffic on the Autolinee Toscane website (at-bus.it) or app. Flixbus operates 10 buses daily to Siena.

Boat

From May to September, seasonal boat tours operated by Arno Boat (arnoboat.com) sail along the Arno; departures are roughly hourly from the Lungarno Generale Diaz slipway opposite Piazza Mentana, by Florence’s rowing club. Check schedules and buy tickets online.

Car & Motorcycle

Nonresident traffic is banned from Florence's historic centre; parking is an absolute headache and best avoided.

Taxi & Rideshare

Taxis can't be hailed on the street. In Florence, find a line-up – queues are common – at the taxi rank by the Stazione di Santa Maria Novella, call 055 42 42 (4242.it) or 055 43 90 (4390.it) or use the IT Taxi smartphone app.

Private drivers get around Italy's ban on ridesharing app Uber by providing a premium Uber Black pick-up service. Cars can be scarce and rates double those of a city taxi.

Train

From Stazione di Santa Maria Novella there are frequent services to Pisa, and less frequent to Lucca. Check schedules and purchase tickets online at trenitalia.com (remember to 'check in' as per the email link you'll receive post-purchase in order to access your actual ticket – a QR code) or via the Trenitalia app (the simplest way to buy a train ticket).
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Travel Costs

Public transport ticket

€1.70

Bike share

€0.50 per half-hour

Florence–Pisa return train ticket

€18.60




FARE EVASION

Getting caught without a valid ticket in Florence can result in a €50 fine.




FARES & TICKETS

Tickets for buses and trams in Florence are valid for 90 minutes and cost €1.70 at tabacchi (tobacconists), machines on tram platforms and at the Autolinee Toscane (at-bus.it) ticket desk at Florence bus station, near the train station at Via Santa Caterina da Siena 17r. To go paperless, buy tickets on Autolinee Toscane’s well-organised At Bus app, with clear instructions in Italian and English, or the TABNET app (Italian only).

• Avoid purchasing a ticket on board from the driver – it costs a pricey €3.

• If you’re staying in Florence a while, save money with a 10-ticket carnet (€15.50).



VALIDATING TICKETS

Paper tickets, including those purchased from the driver, must be validated at machines on board buses and trams. If a machine does not work, validate the ticket yourself by writing the date and time of travel on the ticket. Activate digital tickets in the app immediately after you board. If you have a MasterCard, American Express or Visa card, tap in when you board and out before alighting.





A Few Surprises

Not surprisingly for a Hercules of a Renaissance city, unexpected sights and experiences revolve around art and bon vivant pleasure.


Tram-e-d'Arte

Embrace Florence by tram. This public transport initiative (tramedartefirenze.it) takes the curious on a hop-on/hop-off journey around unexpected, unconventional urban 'sights'.

Buchette del Vino

The occasional tabernacle-shaped aperture you might spot on a palazzo facade is a 17th-century wine window. Noble families sold their wine through these holes-in-the-wall to avoid contact with the plague-infested hoi polloi. Some 170 remain, including behind Palazzo Antinori (Via del Trebbio 1r) and Palazzo Medici Ricardi (Via Ginori 14). Those outside Bistro Babae (Via Santo Spirito 21r) and Cantina de' Pucci (Via de' Pucci 4) are in use again.
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Fotoautomatica

Stumble out of a late-night bar and into a 1950s photo booth to snap a strip of B&W mugshots as old-school souvenir. These fotoautomatica (fotoautomatica.com) are an art project by Florentine film-set designer and anthropologist Matteo Sani who, inspired by travels in Cold War Europe, set about collecting, fixing and reviving the retro booths, now in action outside Badia Fiorentina at Via del Proconsolo 19r, on Piazza della Stazione and elsewhere.
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Back at the Hotel

Palazzo hotels squirrel away art treasures, that are only accessible to guests: 16th-century frescoes and 1950s film memorabilia at Stella d'Italia in Palazzo del Circolo dell’Unione; Renaissance decorative art in lavish hotel-museum suites at Palazzo Portinari Salvati; and the spirit of Grand Duke Ferdinando I de' Medici's mistress at Palazzo Bianca Cappello.



OFFBEAT FLORENCE

• Catch art installations in a fort and wild digital creations in a WWII bomb shelter at Rifugio Digitale.

• Experience fascination and horror in the macabre collection of 18th-century anatomical waxworks at La Specola.

• Visit Michelangelo’s secret drawing room: wall doodles etched by the artist while in hiding in 1530.

• Track down cocktail-party pop-ups and unusual spirits by Julian Bondi and fellow ‘spirits cowboys’ at avant-garde distillery Fermenthinks.







Explore Florence



Duomo to Piazza della Signoria

Santa Maria Novella

San Lorenzo & San Marco

Santa Croce & Sant’Ambrogio

Boboli, San Niccolò & San Miniato al Monte

Oltrarno



Florence’s Walking Tours


Duomo to Piazza della Signoria

Renaissance Florence

Santa Maria Novella

Walk San Lorenzo & San Marco

A Day in Fiesole

Santa Croce & Sant’Ambrogio

A Night Out in Santa Croce

Boboli, San Niccolò & San Miniato al Monte

Oltrarno
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Explore

Duomo to Piazza della Signoria


Renaissance hub and tourist heart of modern Florence, the maze of narrow streets between the Duomo and Piazza della Signoria packs a punch. Harking back to Dante, the Romans and beyond, this is where the city’s sights – and excessive crowds – reside. Cafe life is vibrant, as is shopping, which climaxes with Via de’ Tornabuoni, an uber-fashionable strip since the 15th century. Explore this part of Florence thoughtfully: allow time to unearth the backstories and artistic treasures filling every church, palazzo and piazza. Look beyond the icons to explore less-trodden lanes specked with medieval case-torri (tower houses) and artist botteghe (studios).
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walking

Count on 10 minutes from the Santa Maria Novella train station to the Duomo, and five more from the bus station on Via Santa Caterina da Siena. From Piazza del Duomo, take shopping strip Via dei Calzaiuoli to reach Piazza della Signoria.

[image: icon-cyclegif]q Bicycle & Scooter

Get ahead of the crowds: find silver-and-orange RideMovi bikes and blue Bit e-scooters at the public bike-sharing station on Piazza della Repubblica’s western side. To cross the river, use the cycling lane on Ponte Santa Trinità.


THE BEST

ARCHITECTURAL MASTERPIECE Duomo

RENAISSANCE ART Galleria degli Uffizi

LEISURELY STROLL Via de’ Tornabuoni

PALAZZO LUNCH Salotto Portinari Bar & Bistrot

TOWER CLIMB Palazzo Vecchio






WALKING TOUR

Duomo to Piazza della Signoria


People-watching squares strung with fashionable cafe terraces and handsome, old-world lanes stitched from small designer boutiques and palazzi (palaces) are the bedrock of Florence’s historic heart. Tourists outnumber locals a zillion times to one in this grid of narrow streets, but day or night, Florence’s heritage beats fiercely.



START

Caffè Gilli

END

Procacci

LENGTH

1.5km; two hours
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1 Coffee & Cornetto

Start with a cappuccino (€4.50/6 at bar/table) and pastry in art nouveau Caffè Gilli on the old Roman forum – now Piazza della Repubblica. The old Jewish ghetto and produce market was destroyed in the 19th century to make way for the landmark square. The enchanting vintage carousel spinning here is a timeless family favourite.

2 Market Stop

Stroll south along Via Calimala to 16th-century Mercato Nuovo (New Market), a covered marketplace awash with stalls selling tourist kitsch and cheap, not-made-in-Italy leather goods. Rub the polished snout of Il Porcellino (The Piglet) – a bronze boar statue – to ensure your return to Florence.

3 Life in a Medieval Palace

Duck into unsung, 14th-century palazzo-museum Palazzo Davanzati to explore its richly decorated interior wrapped around a sky-high central loggia and learn how Florentine nobles lived in the 16th century.

4 Classic River Shot

Head to the Arno and onto Ponte Santa Trinità to snap the classic shot of Ponte Vecchio upstream and setting sun downstream. Statues of the four seasons bookend the stone bridge.

5 Boutique Browsing

Mooch west along Via del Parione. Knock back an espresso at the counter at Mariano, watch third-generation bookbinders work at Alberto Cozzi and buy the shoes of your dreams at Benheart or D.A.T.E.

6 An Arty Encounter

Dog-leg back east along boutique-lined Via della Vigna Nuova, past Florentine fashion powerhouse Gucci to Palazzo Strozzi. The Strozzi dynasty – Medici rivals – lived here, and there’s always a buzz about its central courtyard, which is usually filled with an exciting installation artwork and crowds queuing to get into the gallery.

7 Drawing Room Vibe

Hobnob with fashionistas on pedestrian Via de’ Tornabuoni, the city’s priciest shopping strip nicknamed ‘Il Salotto di Firenze’ (Florence’s Drawing Room) for good reason. Renaissance palaces and Italian fashion houses run its sleek, manicured length.

8 Chic Aperitivo

End with a bite-sized truffle panino and flute of sparkling prosecco at 19th-century English pharmacy-turned-genteel-cafe Procacci.




WALKING TOUR

Renaissance Florence


This greatest-hits tour crams a smorgasbord of culture into a very tight timeline and Duomo dome tickets must be booked in advance. Treat this walk as a flaneur’s overview, jotting down the Renaissance wonders you found most beguiling in your little black book for an in-depth return visit.



START

Museo delle Capelle Medicee

END

Salotto Portinari

LENGTH

3.5km; three hours
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1 Medici Mausoleum

Start in the territory of Renaissance powerbrokers and art patrons, the Medici, who commissioned self-aggrandising monuments in San Lorenzo including their final resting place. Partly designed by Michelangelo, the Museo delle Cappelle Medicee contains some of his finest sculptures.

2 Medici Palace

Admire the facade of Palazzo Medici Riccardi, commissioned by Cosimo the Elder and designed by Michelozzo. Inside, gawp at Benozzo Gozzoli’s vivid frescoes in the delightfully bijou Cappella dei Magi.

3 Meet David

In busy art gallery Galleria dell’Accademia, swoon over the artwork synonymous with the Renaissance: Michelangelo’s David. No picture prepares you for the nude boy-warrior in the flesh – a powerful evocation of the humanist principles that underpinned this period.

4 Architectural Triumph

Make your way to the Museo degli Innocenti. This 15th-century hospital and Europe’s first orphanage, with a Brunelleschi-designed loggia, is one of Florence’s loveliest and less-sung museums. Architectural historians credit it as one of Renaissance architecture’s greatest triumphs – Andrea della Robbia’s medallions of swaddled babes on the facade are heavenly.

5 Masterpiece Panoramas

Head to the cathedral and, assuming you’ve pre-booked a timed slot, hike up inside its red-tiled dome – another Brunelleschi masterpiece, with stunning 360-degree city panorama. No reservation? Climb the cathedral’s belfry instead.

6 Grain & Guilds

A church for Florence’s guilds in the 15th century, one-time grain store Chiesa e Museo di Orsanmichele is a gem. The Renaissance’s greatest artists were called upon to sculpt statues of the guilds’ patron saints, originally in niches in the facade and now displayed in the dazzling museum above the church. Climb the steep staircase up to the former granary for another city panorama.

7 Local Life Hub

Head south to spectacular Piazza della Signoria, hub of local life since the 13th century and hot spot for preacher-leader Savonarola’s ‘Bonfire of Vanities’ in 1497. Admire Giambologna’s Rape of the Sabine Women and other open-air Renaissance sculptures for free in 14th-century Loggia dei Lanzi.

8 All-Day Palazzo Dining

End your walk with a drink or meal at the flawless courtyard bistro-cafe bar inside Palazzo Portinari Salviati. HQ of Tuscany’s main bank for 150 years, the restored 16th-century palazzo dazzles anew with original ceiling and wall frescoes, busts and a chapel.
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1Top Experiences

 Cattedrale di Santa Maria del Fiore (Duomo)E1

 Galleria degli UffiziE6




1Experiences

1Palazzo VecchioE5

2Palazzo DavanzatiB5

3Palazzo StrozziA3

4Collezione Roberto CasamontiA5

5Museo GalileoE7

6Corridoio VasarianoD7

7Galleria Iginio MassariB3

8Museo Casa di DanteF4

9Chiesa di Santa MargheritaF3

10Via de’ TornabuoniA4

11Officina de’ TornabuoniA2

12Chiesa dei Santi Michele e GaetanoA2

13La Riserva di PalazzoA2

14Giunti OdeonB4

15Gucci GardenE5

16Salotto Portinari Bar & BistrotF3

17Angel Rooftop BarD4

18La TerrazzaC6

19Tosca & NinoD3

20Mercato NuovoC5

21Il Trippaio del PorcellinoC5

22Caffè RivoireD5

23Caffè GilliC3

24Move OnD2

25GiacosaA3




5Eating

26’InoD7

27Da VinattieriF3

28Osteria I BuongustaiE4

29Trattoria Le MossacceF3

30IreneD3

31MangiafocoC6

32Perché no!D4

33VenchiD3

34Cantinetta dei VerrazzanoD4

35CoquinariusE3




6Drinking

36Bar Museo Opera del DuomoF1

 Café Odeon(see 14)

37Shake CaféE3

38AmbléB6

39ProcacciA3

40Enoteca AlessiE3

41Colle BeretoB4

42Caffè dell’OroC6




7Shopping

43BenheartD3

44Angela CaputiB6

45Luisa Via RomaC2

46Paolo PenkoE2

47LGRB5

48PegnaF3

49Forno di Antonio MatteiB5









TOP EXPERIENCE

Cattedrale di Santa Maria del Fiore


To penetrate the city’s soul and get to grips with the artists who put Renaissance Florence on the world map, devote a day to the cathedral or Duomo and its ecclesiastical treasures. Up close, the larger-than-life cupola, striped bell tower and pink-white-green marble facade are utterly spellbinding.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Begin early morning with the cupola climb. Reserve time slots well in advance online or at ticket offices at Piazza del Duomo 14a and Piazza San Giovanni 7.
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Scan the QR code for online tickets, small-group tours and opening hours.



Architecture

On Piazza del Duomo take a few minutes to digest the Herculean scale of the cathedral and its freestanding bell tower. Designed by Sienese architect Arnolfo di Cambio, construction on the Duomo begun in 1296 and took almost 150 years. The unfinished facade was eventually dismantled in 1587 (see the statues removed and 16th-century architect propositions for a new facade in the Museo dell’Opera del Duomo. The eventual, neogothic facade by architect Emilio De Fabris in the 19th century still razzle-dazzles today.

Cupola

The cathedral’s iconic terracotta-brick dome has been a feature of the city and its sublime skyline since 1436. Spiralling up 463 steep stone steps inside the massive dome is unforgettable. Taking his inspiration from Rome’s Pantheon, architect and engineer Filippo Brunelleschi (1377–1446) spent 42 years working on the cathedral dome, eventually delivering what many Florentines had slammed as ‘impossible’: the largest dome built since antiquity, 45m wide and 90m high (116m with the crowning lantern). Pace yourself on the climb. Wear sensible flat shoes (no heels or flip-flops) and walk slowly. Linger on the balustrade at the base of the dome to catch your breath and ogle in sheer awe at late-16th-century frescoes swirling across the 4500-sq-metre cupola around you.

Painted by Giorgio Vasari and Federico Zuccari to illustrate the Giudizio Universale (Last Judgment; 1572–79), this is one of the world’s largest paintings. Look for sinners in hell being sodomised with a pitchfork, and a spent Mother Nature with wrinkled breasts and the four seasons asleep at her feet. The final, unbelievably steep, head-ducking clamber – not suitable for young children – up to the crowning lantern rewards with a soul-soaring, 360-degree panorama of one of Europe’s most beautiful cities.


COFFEE STOP

After the breathless hike up the cathedral dome and/or bell tower, refuel with a cappuccino (soya-milk option also) and pastry at Bar Museo Opera del Duomo. Or begin with breakfast here.




Interior

Back down on earth, explore the Duomo’s vast interior. Sprawling 155m in length and 90m wide, it’s surprisingly spartan. Golden ecclesiastical treasures are now in the Museo dell’Opera del Duomo; more sober, secular pieces remaining in the Duomo reflect the cathedral being built as a state church.

Begin in the left aisle where immense frescoes of equestrian statues portray two condottieri (mercenaries) – on the left Niccolò da Tolentino by Andrea del Castagno (1456), and on the right Sir John Hawkwood (who fought in the service of Florence in the 14th century) by Paolo Uccello (1436). Those trailing Florentine poet Alighieri Dante (1265–1321) around his home town will appreciate La Commedia illumina Firenze (1465), a work by Domenico di Michelino depicting the poet surrounded by the afterlife worlds he describes in the Divine Comedy: purgatory is behind him, his right hand points towards hell, and the city of Florence is, of course, paradise.


DUOMO MUSIC

The Duomo was famed for the beautiful music composed for its liturgy in the 16th century. In Room 28 digitally flip through illuminated choir books and select pieces to listen to.
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Crypt

Exiting the cathedral on the northern side of Piazza del Duomo, re-enter through the side door across from the bell tower to plunge underground into the cathedral crypt. Poke around the excavated remains of 5th-century Chiesa di Santa Reparata, the first church to stand on the cathedral site. Pay your respects to 15th-century architect whizz Filippo Brunelleschi whose tomb lies here. Seek out sections of early-Christian mosaic marble flooring; peacocks symbolise eternal life.

Campanile

Back on Piazza del Duomo, join the near-permanent queue to get into the Duomo’s slender bell tower. This striking work of Florentine Gothic architecture was designed by Giotto, the artistic genius often described as the founding artist of the Renaissance, and city views atop the 85m tower rival those of Brunelleschi’s dome. The 414-step climb up is steep, slow going and not for the claustrophobic. Under 18s must be accompanied by an adult.


CLOCK IT

Look up to admire the cathedral clock in the Duomo, painted like a flower by Paolo Uccello (1397–1495) between 1440 and 1443. Its single petal-shaped clock hand turns in an anticlockwise direction, counts in 24 hours, and starts the day at sunset (not midnight). Two caretakers lovingly adjust the clock mechanism every few days to reflect sunset’s changing hour.



Battistero di San Giovanni

Studying up close the pixelated biblical scenes decorating the baptistery’s 35m-high domed ceiling and learning how the 1037-sq-metre mosaic – a medieval masterpiece – is being restored is a once-in-a-lifetime experience. Dedicated to Florence’s patron saint, the octagonal Battistero di San Giovanni was built in striped white-and-green marble atop remains of a Roman temple in the 11th century. Spot the baptismal font where Dante was baptised.

For centuries, the sculpted gilded bronze doors at its four entrances hogged the limelight – the original doors are now in the Museo dell’Opera del Duomo. But since 2023 and until 2030, the spotlight is on the €10 million restoration of the baptistry’s glittering ceiling mosaics, executed between 1225 and 1330 by great Byzantine mosaic artists and untouched since a botched nine-year restoration job completed in 1907.

Visits are only by guided tour. Don a protective helmet and clank up 100 metal steps to a 17.5m-high scaffolding platform to glimpse restorers at work and walk along part of the vault perimeter, right next to the mosaics. You can’t get any closer than this to the jigsaw puzzle of teeny irregular squares cut in a mesmerising rainbow of white Carrara marble; green serpentine, salmon-pink coral and other richly coloured precious stone. Decipher biblical scenes from the lives of St John the Baptist, the story of Joseph and stories of Genesis.


BACKSTAGE TOURS

Dodge the crowds and join a small-group guided tour of the cathedral’s clandestine spaces: the Sagrestia delle Messe (Sacristy of the Masses), a masterpiece of Renaissance marquetry carved by Benedetto and Giuliano da Maiano between 1436 and 1468; its rooftop terraces wrapped around the roofline of the nave; and the Baptistry mosaic restoration site. Book well in advance at duomo.firenze.it.



Museo dell’Opera del Duomo

End your Duomo experience in this beautifully serene museum where the thrilling backstory of the cathedral, its cupola and sacred treasures comes to life in 28 spacious rooms. In 2026 a new wing will open in adjoining Palazzo Compagni, doubling the museum in size and bequeathing it with a speakeasy courtyard garden.

Sit on a bench in main hall Sala del Paradiso (Room 6). Drink in the soothing, sacred music soundtrack and extraordinary detail sculpted in bronze on the four original Baptistry doors, each 16m tall: Ghiberti designed the gloriously golden centrepiece, Porta del Paradiso (Doors of Paradise; 1425–52), for the eastern entrance, and those for the northern entrance (1403–24). Facing the line-up of doors is a life-size reconstruction of the cathedral’s original medieval facade, decorated with 40-odd statues carved by 14th-century masters.

Art aficionados might feel they’ve arrived in heaven in Sala della Maddalena (Room 8), with Donatello’s mid-15th-century wooden representation of a gaunt and desperately desolate Penitent Magdalene. The subsequent Tribuna di Michelangelo (Room 10) celebrates Michelangelo’s achingly beautiful Pietà, sculpted when he was almost 80 and intended for his own tomb.

To solve the riddle of precisely how Brunelleschi constructed the ground-breaking cathedral dome with no frame, head upstairs to 1st-floor Galleria del Campanile (Room 14) where a film and 15th-century tools, pulleys, tackles and hoisting wagons address the matter. Eyeball Brunelleschi’s funeral mask (1446). End on the 2nd floor with one final admiration of the architect’s visionary dome from Terrazza Brunelleschi. From this hidden roof terrace, views of the flaming red, four-million-brick masterpiece don’t get bigger or more brazen.
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QUIET CONTEMPLATION

Experience the cathedral from an entirely different perspective during English Mass on Saturday at 5pm. Benches inviting quiet contemplation pepper the Museo dell’Opera del Duomo; soulful choral music fills Room 23.






TOP EXPERIENCE

Galleria degli Uffizi


Home to the world’s greatest portfolio of Italian Renaissance art, Florence’s headline gallery fills the vast riverside Palazzo degli Uffizi (1560–80). The Medici family bequeathed the collection to the city in 1743 on condition it never leave Florence. Contemporary additions ensure its continuing relevance.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Reduce time queuing: prebook time-slot tickets online (reservation €4) and collect at the Uffizi. Consider a good-value PassePartout covering admission to Palazzo Pitti and Boboli Gardens (valid five days).
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Scan for practical information and self-guided audio tours.



Tuscan & Sienese Medieval Art

Arriving in Corridoio di Levante on the 2nd floor, flash the QR code to download a map before plunging into the soul-soothing serenity of medieval Tuscany. Designed like a medieval chapel to reflect its sacred contents, Room A4 showcases three glittering altarpieces from Florentine churches by Tuscan masters Duccio di Buoninsegna, Cimabue and Giotto. They show the transition from Gothic to nascent Renaissance style. Next door (Room A5), admire early-14th-century Madonnas by Lippo Memmi, Simone Martini and Pietro Lorenzetti; the latter demonstrates a similar realism to Giotto.

Renaissance Pioneers

Perspective was a hallmark of the early-15th-century Florentine school (Room A9) that launched the Renaissance. One panel from Paolo Uccello’s striking Battle of San Romano (1436–40), celebrating Florence’s victory over Siena in 1432, shows the artist’s efforts to create perspective, with amusing effect. In the same room, don’t miss the exquisite Madonna con bambino e due angeli (Madonna and Child with Two Angels; 1460–65) by Fra’ Filippo Lippi – a work that clearly influenced his pupil, Sandro Botticelli.

Piero della Francesca’s double-sided, warts-and-all portraits of the Duke and Duchess of Urbino (1465) enjoy centre stage in a glass cabinet in the middle of the room. The crooked-nosed duke lost his right eye in a jousting accident, hence the focus on his left side only, while the duchess is a deathly stone-white to convey the fact that the portrait was painted posthumously.

Botticelli

Don’t rush through Sala del Botticelli (Rooms A11 and A12), a spectacular two-room celebration of Botticelli in 12 masterpieces. A permanent crowd hovers before La nascita di Venere (The Birth of Venus; c 1485), Primavera (Spring; c 1482) and Madonna del Magnificat (Madonna of the Magnificat; 1483) – the most iconic pieces by the Florence-born Renaissance master known for his ethereal figures. Take time to study the furnishings and interiors of the day depicted so realistically in Botticelli’s lesser-known Annunciazione (Annunciation), a 6m-wide fresco he painted in 1481 for Florence’s San Martino all Scala hospital and orphanage.

Map Terrace & Tribune

Just 25 people at a time are allowed in the mesmerising Terrazzo delle Carte (Map Terrace; Room A14) to admire monumental wall maps of the Grand Duchy of Tuscany, commissioned by Ferdinando de’ Medici in 1588–89 to reflect his political, economic and military might. Equally megalomaniacal is the bijou Tribune (Room A16), an octagonal-shaped treasure trove created for Francesco I between 1581 and 1586. Designed to amaze, it dazzles with priceless artworks on upholstered silk walls and 6000 crimson-varnished mother-of-pearl shells encrusting the domed ceiling.
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Da Vinci

In the exquisitely lit Sala di Leonardo (Room A15) study Leonardo Da Vinci’s magnificent Annunciazione (1472), deliberately painted to be admired not face on, but rather from the lower right-hand side of the painting (observe Mary’s excessively long arm, then move to the right and observe how the perspective alters).

Da Vinci’s Adoration of the Magi (1481–82), commissioned for the altar of the monastery of San Donato a Scopeto near Florence and never finished, is typical of 15th-century Florentine figurative painting. It’s one of the earliest Uffizi artworks, in its collection since 1670.

Michelangelo & Raphael

Michelangelo’s dazzling Doni Tondo, a depiction of the Holy Family, hangs in Room A38. The composition is unusual and the colours as vibrant as when they were applied in 1504–06. It was painted for wealthy merchant Agnolo Doni (who hung it above his bed) and bought by the Medici for Palazzo Pitti in 1594. The other High Renaissance masterpiece in this room is Raphael’s Madonna col bambino e San Giovanni (Madonna with Child and St John; 1505–06), otherwise known as Madonna of the Goldfinch after the red-feathered goldfinch cradled in the hands of baby John the Baptist. Raphael painted it during his four-year sojourn in Florence.


TAKE A BREAK

Refuel between floors at the Uffizi’s 2nd-floor cafe, which has decent coffee and a stone-balustrade terrace with stirring Palazzo Vecchio views. Or nip out to ‘Ino for a gourmet panino.



Self-Portraits

Downstairs on the 1st floor, a sweep of vivid candy-pink walls ushers in the world’s largest collection of artist self-portraits (Rooms C1–C12). Notably diverse and eclectic, the 12 rooms span the 16th century to present day in chronological order. In Room C1, oils of Rembrandt and Rubens in heavy gilt frames hang alongside a sublime miniature self-portrait of Lavinia Fontana (1552–1614), painted in 1529 by the Bologna-born Renaissance rebel who is now considered to be the first professional female artist. More women appear from the 18th century onwards: admire self-portraits of Florentine Violante Beatrice Siries (1709–83) and Naples-born noblewoman Chiara Spinelli (1744–1823), among others.

Digital art, street art and self-portraits by ethnically diverse world artists characterise contemporary works in Room C12. An attention-grabbing self-portrait of British street artist, Endless from 2018, features the artist’s eyes hidden behind a copy of Mark Wahlberg’s infamous 1990s crotch-grabbing Calvin Klein underwear advert (which former Uffizi Director, Eric Schmidt, compared to Botticelli’s Birth of Venus, but with the traditional male gaze inverted).
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Caravaggio & Artemisia

Still on the 1st floor, the final corridor’s dark scarlet, low-ceilinged rooms plunge you into the 17th century where dramatic works by Caravaggio and Artemisia (Rooms E2, E4 and E5) scream high drama. Artemisia Gentileschi was one of the most accomplished 17th-century artists, painting works of great emotional force from a female perspective. Her savage, bloody depiction of Judith Beheading Holofernes (1620–21) is a classic example. Equally rousing is Caravaggio’s Testa di Medusa (1597), painted on a parade shield gifted to Grand Duke Ferdinando I in 1598.

Terre degli Uffizi

When the sheer size, old-school formality or incessant crowds of the Uffizi threatens to overwhelm, track down its latest exhibition in the wild. A proactive move to tackle over-tourism in Florence, disseminate art and celebrate the artistic heritage of other Tuscan towns, the ‘Lands of the Uffizi’ (uffizi.it/en/terre-degli-uffizi) project brings six exhibitions a year to different small towns and villages in the region. Check the website for details.


POSTCARD VIEWS

Linger in the 2nd-floor Secondo Corridoio and quieter, 1st-floor Verone sull’Arno directly below – serene views of the Arno and bucolic Florentine hills are a breath of fresh air.






EXPERIENCES

Explore Backstage at Palazzo VecchioFortress palace

map Google map

With its storybook crenellations, tower and David replica rising above Florence’s most glorious square, Palazzo Vecchio packs a visual punch. Built for the signoria (city government) between 1298 and 1314, this fortress palace was the hub of political life in medieval Florence and is the contemporary home to the mayor’s office and municipal council. Cosimo I lived in ducal apartments here from 1540 until 1549. City views from the 94m-high Torre d’Arnolfo are bewitching – visit on a dry day to ensure the 418-step tower climb is open.

Inside, Michelangelo’s Genio della Vittoria (Spirit of Victory) sculpture in the magnificent painted hall Salone dei Cinquecento is impressive. But it’s the hidden spaces revealed on a Secret Passages guided tour that steal the show: staircases built between the palace’s thick walls as escape routes, Cosimo I’s Tesoretto (Treasury) where the Medici ruler stashed away rare shells and curios and Francesco I’s Studiolo (Study) with paintings concealing 20 cabinets for hiding treasure. Book in advance at the Palazzo Vecchio ticket desk or online at musefirenze.it.

Peek into a Medieval Home at Palazzo DavanzatiPalace museum

map Google map

Playing voyeur in the painted bedrooms and rudimentary bathrooms of Palazzo Davanzati is a fascinating lesson in traditional Florentine architecture and its transition from medieval to Renaissance. The wealthy Davizzi family joined together several medieval tower houses to create their home on Via Porta Rossa in the mid-14th century. From 1578 the Davanzati merchant family adorned the palazzo with a loggia, stone-sculpted coats of arms and other decorative features. Strolling around the three furnished floors – each wrapped around a central courtyard – raises the curtain on painted wooden ceilings, wall paintings resembling draped tapestries, ceramics and walnut wood furniture, all from the 16th century.

Devour Contemporary Art at Palazzo StrozziArt gallery

map Google map

Thrilling art exhibitions spanning all periods and genres, hands-on art workshops, tours and family activities make Palazzo Strozzi everyone’s darling. The 15th-century Renaissance mansion was built for one of the Medicis’ major political and commercial rivals, wealthy merchant Filippo Strozzi, and the palace retains a feisty edge. Contemporary art events are particularly sensational and the elegant courtyard is a hot spot for hobnobbing with fashionable Florentines over the latest attention-grabbing piece of installation art and/or drinks at Strozzi Bistrò. On Thursday evenings the gallery stays open until 11pm.

Modern-art buffs: pair Strozzi with Palazzo Bartolini Salimbeni, a two-minute strut along Florence’s beloved Via de ‘Tornabuoni. Built in 1520, the Renaissance palace squirrels away the private art collection of Florentine collector Roberto Casamonti (map Google map) spanning the 20th century to present day.

Trace Medici Footsteps along Corridoio VasarianoWalkway

map Google map

Bathed in mystery (partly due to being closed for years), the infamous Corridoio Vasariano was designed by Georgio Vasari in 1565 to allow the Medici clan to walk between their palaces either side of the Arno in privacy and comfort. The 1km-long covered passageway connects Palazzo Vecchio with the Uffizi and Palazzo Pitti. Look above the jewellery shops on the eastern side of Ponte Vecchio to observe big new windows Benito Mussolini had punched into the corridor walls to welcome fellow dictator Hitler to Florence in 1941. The Corridoio is expected to open to small-group guided tours in 2025.

The walkway will display Greek and Roman statues stowed in the Uffizi vaults since 1919, 16th-century frescoes that once adorned the corridor’s external walls, and memorials to Florence bombings in 1944 and 1993.

Check firenzemusei.it for updates and reservations.


ALTERNATIVE TOP PICKS FOR KIDS

Scoppio del Carro

All ages are spellbound by the cart of fireworks that explodes by the cathedral on Piazza del Duomo at 11am on Easter Sunday.

Museo Galileo

map Google map

Two fingers and a tooth belonging to the great scientist Galileo Galilei, invited by the Medici court to Florence in 1610, are whimsical exhibits in this state-of-the-art science museum. Kids love the interactive area.

Segway night tour

Spinning silently around the historic centre after dark on a guided Segway tour is great fun for teen-clad families (italysegwaytours.com).



Indulge in Jewel-Like Cakes at Galleria Iginio MassariCake shop

map Google map

Sweet-toothed visitors: prepare to be seduced by the exquisite cakes and desserts of Italy’s best pastry chef, Iginio Massari. Tucked away on Via de’ Vecchietti, his Art Deco-styled gallery with sleek glass roof appears like a hallucination after the madding crowd of Piazza della Repubblica one block east. Linger with locals standing at the gold-and-marble bar in the cake shop. Or move to adjoining Il Salotto (The Drawing Room) to sink into a pretty pastel-green sofa or blush-pink armchair, watch pastry chefs at work in the part-open kitchen, and indulge in style. Devouring a signature maritozzo (brioche), filled with pistachio or vanilla-laced whipped cream, is a rite of passage.

Trail DanteUrban walk

There’s no escaping Italy’s best-known poet who wrote La Divina Commedia (The Divine Comedy). Pick up the Dante Alighieri trail at the tiny Museo Casa di Dante map Google map, built in 1910 above the foundations of the Florentine poet’s home on Via Santa Margherita. Learn how his fictional descriptions of hell, purgatory and heaven in the 14th century influenced Western art. On the same dingy backstreet, visit 11th-century Chiesa di Santa Margherita (map Google map) where Dante first spied muse Beatrice Portinari and wed Gemma Donati; both women are buried in the church. Complete the ‘old world’ experience next door with a peek at street chefs chopping up boiled tripe from a huge stainless-steel pot on the stove at vintage hole-in-the-wall eatery Da Vinattieri. Order a lampredotto (tripe-filled bread roll) to munch on a stool in the alley.

Experience La Passeggiata on Via de’ TornabuoniWalk

map Google map

Nothing is more sacrosanct to Florentines than la passeggiata and there’s no finer street to participate in this late-afternoon stroll than Via de’ Tornabuoni. There’s good reason why this elegant strip is called ‘il Salotto di Firenze’ (Florence’s Drawing Room): imposing Renaissance palazzi and Italian fashion houses (Pucci, Fendi, Gucci, Prada, Armani, Versace) bejewel its length, along which well-dressed urbanites slowly walk, chat, smooch and shop.

At No 19 duck into fourth-generation palazzo apothecary Officina de’ Tornabuoni (map Google map) to browse skincare products, fragrances and herbal teas crafted from flowers grown in Chianti. Florentines have shopped for tubs of velvety Crema La Magnifica here since 1843. Further north, opposite Chiesa dei Santi Michele e Gaetano (1604–48; map Google map), Tuscany’s wine-growing Antinori dynasty has called Palazzo Antinori home since the 15th century; consider a wine flight in its ground-floor wine bar La Riserva di Palazzo (map Google map). Come dusk, join hobnobbing Florentines for a delicate truffle panino and bubbles at Procacci.


Chill Out at Cinema OdeonBookshop

Be it sheltering from the rain, exchanging furtive kisses in the back row, working on your laptop or simply taking time out between sights, Cinema Odeon delivers. The illustrious cinema with spectacular Art Nouveau interior opened in 1922 in Palazzo dello Strozzino, a Renaissance palace built for the powerful Strozzi family in 1457. In 2023 the vintage movie theatre morphed into Giunti Odeon map Google map, a bookshop with cafe and film screenings most evenings at 9pm. The original amphitheatre of velvety swing seats beneath a dazzling Tiffany-style cupola is freely accessible all day.

Delve into Florentine Fashion at Gucci GardenFashion museum

map Google map

Pander to your inner fashionista at Gucci Garden, a whimsical ode to the Florentine fashion giant that has been a cornerstone of the city’s rich fashion scene since 1921. The boudoir-styled boutique, inside 14th-century Palazzo della Mercanzia on Piazza della Signoria, is designed as much for experiential browsing as shopping for exclusive fashion and accessories. Upstairs on the 1st and 2nd floors, gallery rooms illustrate the Gucci story. Admission is free for those dining in Gucci Osteria, the garden’s restaurant. Don’t leave Florence without sampling a craft cocktail by award-winning mixologist Martina Bonci at Gucci’s swish cafe-bar hangout Giardino 25.

Embrace Palazzo Life at Salotto PortinariLocal hangout

The name ‘salotto’ (drawing room) could not be more apt. At home in the resplendent porticoed Cosimo I courtyard of 16th-century Palazzo Portinari Salviati, the sophisticated Salotto Portinari Bar & Bistrot map Google map is the fashionable new hangout for savvy locals and art curios alike. All-day dining embraces breakfast, the chef’s famous risottos and signature seasonal creations (two-/three-course menu €38/45) including decadent winter white truffles and linguine pasta laced with sea urchin, and tender baby artichokes – all paired with original Renaissance frescoes.

Salotto chef, Michelin-starred Vito Mollica, seduces epicureans in his gastronomic Atto di Vito Mollica (tasting menus €160– €200), hidden in a series of intimate frescoed rooms and barrel-vaulted loggias in the same palazzo. Amid the myriad of decorative, 16th-century lunettes and painted allegorical cycles, don’t miss the fairy-tale frieze depicting the battle of the mouse-king and frog-prince from the ancient comic epic Batrachomyomachia.


BEST ROOFTOP DRINKS AT SUNSET

Angel

map Google map

Drink in 360-degree skyline views atop Hotel Calimala. Vine-covered pergolas shade some tables and the best angles frame Palazzo Vecchio.

La Terrazza

map Google map

Quaff cocktails on the summertime rooftop of fashionable Hotel Continentale. The aperitivo buffet is modest, the panorama five-star. Dress the part.

Tosca & Nino

map Google map

On Piazza della Repubblica, head to the 4th floor of department store La Rinascente to uncover this rooftop cafe peeping down on the Duomo and Florentine hills.




Pig Out at Mercato NuovoMarket

map Google map

The main reason to head to Mercato Nuovo – a gaggle of tacky open-air stalls beneath stone arches of the loggia sheltering a market since the 16th century – is not to shop: the cheap leather goods sold here are no longer made in Italy. Rather, come here rub the snout of Il Porcellino, a bronze boar statue, to ensure your return to Florence.

Then join cent-smart Florentines at Il Trippaio del Porcellino (map Google map). On the square’s southwest corner since 1893, the vintage tripe carts cook up lampredotto (cow’s fourth stomach, chopped and stewed), trippa alla Fiorentina (tripe in tomato sauce) and juice-dripping panini al bollito (boiled-beef sandwiches).

Go on a Negroni CrawlBar crawl

Spice up a night out with a Negroni crawl in the city where the classic cocktail mixing gin, vermouth and bitters was born. Begin at Caffè Rivoire map Google map (1872) on Piazza della Signoria. The historic cafe is famed for its hot chocolate (€8.50), but its beloved Negroni is also top drawer. Taste a trio of mini-sized variations (€16) or come on Thursday when a classic Negroni is €10.

Move to Caffè Gilli (map Google map) for a Negroni mixed by Luca Picchi who wrote Negroni Cocktail: An Italian Legend (2015). By the cathedral, Move On (map Google map) is the trendy TikTok tip-off. End at Giacosa (map Google map), a 2023 reincarnation of 19th-century Caffè Casoni turned Caffè Giacosa where a certain Count Cammillo Luigi Manfredo Maria Negroni walked in one day in 1919 and requested an odd-mixed drink that went on to rock the world. Learn more on an aperitivo tour bursting with quirky insights by culinary tour specialist Curious Appetite (curiousappetitetravel.com).




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Quick Bites

‘Ino €

map Google map

Artisan ingredients mixed creatively are the secret to this upmarket sandwich bar run by passionate gourmet Alessandro Frassica near the Uffizi. Excellent choice of wine and Tuscan chocolate too. Noon-4.30pm

Da Vinattieri €

map Google map

Tuck into tasty tripe panini and 20-odd different schiacciate (sandwich) fillings at this hole-in-the-wall joint down ‘Dante’s alley’. Devour on the move or squat on a stool in the alleyway. 11.30am-7pm

Traditional Tuscan

Osteria I Buongustai €

map Google map

Watch cooks in hair caps whip up real McCoy carbonara, coccoli (hot fried bread with toppings) and other dishes. The din in the dining room is electric. Cash only. Noon-3.30pm Mon-Sat

Trattoria Le Mossacce €

map Google map

The bistecca alla fiorentina (T-bone steak) at this family-run trattoria strung with ham legs and garlic garlands is among the best in town. Noon-2.30pm & 7-9.30pm Mon-Fri

Modern Italian

Irene € € €

map Google map

Ringside views of Florentine life on Piazza della Repubblica ensure a mesmerising sideshow on Irene’s street terrace. Inside, expect 1950s design glam and playful Tuscan cuisine by chef Fulvio Pierangelini. 7.30am-10.30pm

Mangiafoco € €

map Google map

Hedonistic truffles get full-page billing at this upmarket osteria exalting Tuscany’s prized fungi. Devour Chianina beef tartare with freshly shaved truffles, truffle-laced pici (fat spaghetti) and enter epicurean heaven. Noon-midnight

Gelato

Perché no! €

map Google map

This artisanal ice-cream parlour, run by the Camilli family, has been seducing Florentines with its celebrated semifreddo and unconventional gelato flavours since 1939. Noon–7pm Wed–Mon

Venchi € €

map Google map

Chocolate crafted by one of Turin’s best chocolate houses, dating from 1878, go into the gelato served in gourmet nut- and chocolate-enrobed cones at this boutique on Florence’s main shopping strip. 10am-midnight

Paired with Wine

Cantinetta dei Verrazzano €

map Google map

Devour focaccia, cecina (chickpea bread) and salami platters starring sbriciolona (fennel-seed salami) at this vintage-styled bakery and cellar. Match with reds from the family’s winery in Greve in Chianti. 8am-4pm Mon-Sat

Coquinarius € €

map Google map

Stone vaults lend this modern wine bar a rustic-chic vibe. Outstanding crostini, carpacci (cold sliced meats) and seasonal pastas pair beautifully with Tuscan greats and unknowns. Noon-3pm & 7pm-midnight Mon-Sat
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Drinking

Coffee & Snacks

Bar Museo Opera del Duomo

map Google map

Join a staunchly local crowd catching up over excellent coffee and succulent filled pastries (pistachio cream, custard, apricot or blackberry jam) at this contemporary museum cafe. 8am-8pm, from 8.30am Sun

Café Odeon

map Google map

Everyone loves this arty cafe, with boxes facing the silver screen in the historic cinema and a space for readings and tastings. Food, brunch, aperitivo and cocktails. 9.30am-11.30pm, to 2am Fri & Sat

Shake Café
 
map Google map

Iced matcha latte, drip coffee, mochaccino, ‘caffe ginseng’: however you like your beans, this creative eco-cafe on Via del Corso delivers. Smoothies, elixir shots, wraps, bowls and bagels too. 8am-7pm

Amblé

map Google map

Vintage furniture – all for sale – creates a shabby-chic vibe and the tiny terrace feels delightfully far from the madding crowd on summer evenings. 6pm-midnight Tue, from noon Wed-Sun

Aperitivi & Wine Flights

Procacci

map Google map

The last remaining bastion of genteel old Florence on Via de’ Tornabuoni was born in 1885 as a delicatessen serving truffles among its repertoire of tasty morsels. 10am-9pm Mon-Sat, 11am-8pm Sun

Enoteca Alessi

map Google map

For Tuscan wines, craft gins and an extraordinary range of bitters, hit this family-run wine shop – Florence’s best, with tasting cellar and 2500 labels. Sit down for a wine flight and cheese/charcuterie platter. 10.30am-7pm Mon-Sat

Colle Bereto

map Google map

Forever young, a glam crowd ensures a party vibe at this long-standing aperitivi bar behind Palazzo Strozzi. Spritz cocktails are fairly priced at €12 and summer ushers in alfresco hobnobbing on the square. 8am–5am

La Riserva di Palazzo

map

Indulge in a serious degustazioni (tasting) of Chianti and Barolo reds by Tuscany’s most illustrious winemaking family. The old-world interior of the shop and tasting room, inside Palazzo Antinori (1461–65), is as impressive as the vino. 11.30am–6.30pm Wed-Mon

Caffè dell’Oro

map Google map

With ringside views of iconic Ponte Vecchio, the elegant pavement terrace of this fashionista Italian cafe on car-free Lungarno degli Acciaiuoli is prized real estate. Reserve to ensure a pew. 7am-midnight

Cocktails

Gucci Giardino 25

map

Talented mixologist Martina Bonci at Gucci’s swish cafe-bar on Piazza della Signoria keeps Florence’s cocktail scene young, fresh and on its toes. 10am-midnight

Move On

map

TikTok brought fame to this pub and vinyl shop, with photogenic terrace overlooking the baptistery on Piazza di San Giovanni. Expect Italian craft beers alongside cocktails. 4.30pm-1am Wed-Fri, 11am-2pm Sat, 11am-1am Sun
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Shopping

Fashion & Accessories

Benheart

map Google map

Buy real-McCoy, handcrafted leather designs – casual shoes, jackets and belts for men and women – by local superstar Ben, a Florentine-based designer working with buffalo and other soft leathers. 10.30am-8pm

Angela Caputi

map Google map

Florentines can’t get enough of the colourful resin jewellery of Angela Caputi, at work in Florence since the 1970s. Eye-catching costume gems and jewels are her forte. 10am-1pm & 3.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat

Luisa Via Roma

map Google map

Tap into the contemporary fashion scene at this landmark shop, bursting with luxury labels and pieces by lesser-known designers. Break for coffee in the 1st-floor cafe. 10.30am-7.30pm Mon-Sat, from 11am Sun

Paolo Penko

map Google map

Master jeweller Paolo Penko fashions jewels for the Pope and all manner of celebrities, but his beautiful pendants and reproduction gold florins are surprisingly affordable. 9.30am-1.30pm & 3.30-7.15pm Tue-Sat

LGR

map Google map

Luca Gnecchi Ruscone’s single brand shop is as cool as his handmade eyewear. Frames are inspired by 1940s models sold by his grandfather in his shop in Asmara, Eritrea. 10am-2pm & 3-7pm

Food & Wine

Pegna

map Google map

Gourmet cheeses, cold meats, chocolate, biscuits, made-in-Florence cinnamon toothpaste and handmade Martelli pasta: you name it, this gorgeous salumeria (deli) and drogheria (grocery) store (c 1860) sells it. 10am-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 11am-7pm Sun

Forno di Antonio Mattei

map Google map

A royal-blue bag of cantucci – studded with almonds, pistachios or chocolate, wrapped in wax paper – from this Prato biscuit maker is a sweet gift. 3-7pm Mon, 10am-7pm Tue-Sun






Explore

Santa Maria Novella


Expanding around the Fascist-era railway station designed by architect Giovanni Michelucci in the 1930s, Santa Maria Novella is central Florence’s main transport hub. For many visitors, this neighbourhood is the first point of contact with the city – not a bad place to start, considering that you’ll find one of Florence’s most impressive medieval churches, backstreets dotted with antique shops and sculpture ateliers, and a touch of street art colouring the increasingly international residential districts. Contemporary culture thrives in Santa Maria Novella. Around big hotels and institutions like Museo Novecento and Museo Marino Marini are lively independent bookshops, revered historic bakeries, and cafes that maintain their authenticity despite the huge influx of tourists. You just need to know where to find them...
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-traingif]d Train

Regional and high-speed trains depart from the Santa Maria Novella (SMN) station. The station is very central: you are only a short walk away from the San Lorenzo market and the Duomo.

[image: icon-tram.gif]j Tram

The Almanni tram station is found just outside the train station, on Via Luigi Alamanni. An automatic ticket machine is available on the street.

[image: icon-cargif]u Car

If you’re planning a road trip around Tuscany, the majority of car rental companies have offices on Borgo Ognissanti, near the Europa parking space.


THE BEST

ART-FILLED BASILICA Basilica di Santa Maria Novella

TRADITIONAL BAKERY Forno Becagli

URBAN ART Street Levels Gallery

CONTEMPORARY SCULPTURE Museo Marino Marini

LATE-NIGHT COCKTAILS Manifattura






WALKING TOUR

Walk Santa Maria Novella


Busy streets intersect with calm cobbled alleys in Santa Maria Novella, a neighbourhood that combines contemporary and Renaissance art, high-end and secondhand shopping, Arno views and wine bars. Start from the area’s heart, Piazza Santa Maria Novella, and find the contrasts of this corner of the city, where the glamorous blends with the everyday.



START

Piazza Santa Maria Novella

END

Piazza Santa Maria Novella

LENGTH

2.8km; two hours
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1 Santa Maria Novella’s Heart

Begin in the middle of Piazza Santa Maria Novella, surrounded by historic buildings. Opposite the Basilica di Santa Maria Novella, you’ll see the loggia of the former San Paolo hospital, established as a hospice for pilgrims in the 14th century and now housing Museo Novecento.

2 Medieval Concoctions

Take Via della Scala and step into Officina Profumo Farmaceutica di Santa Maria Novella, Florence’s oldest pharmacy. Its roots date back to the 13th century when Dominican friars produced healing potions with herbs from the monastery’s garden. The current shop opened in 1612 and has been selling handmade fragrances since then.

3 New Street Art

Cross into Via Palazzuolo, home of Street Levels Gallery, Florence’s only atelier specialising in urban art. In 2023, Street Levels brought a dozen artists from all over Italy to paint the shutters of Via Palazzuolo’s shops, creating an open-air museum that aims to reclaim the street’s historically bad reputation.

4 Wine, Grappa or Bronze Horses

Whether you’re looking for more contemporary art or a break with something to drink, Piazza San Pancrazio is the ideal next stop. Find the Museo Marino Marini, housing the equestrian sculptures of the 20th-century Pistoia-born artist, and inviting bars such as Enoteca Bellini, for wine and Manifattura, for cocktails.

5 Along the Arno

Take Via della Vigna Nuova, the area’s main shopping street. Continue past Piazza Goldoni and take a pleasant stroll along the Arno, with views of the dome of Chiesa di San Frediano in Cestello.

6 Under Giotto’s Crucifix

When you see the statue of Giuseppe Garibaldi standing by Villa Favard, housing the Polimoda fashion school, take a right. Stop for a coffee and a pastry at Pasticceria Gamberini, on the corner between Via Curtatone and Borgo Ognissanti, then get to Chiesa di Ognissanti, where Sandro Botticelli’s tomb and one of Giotto’s rare crucifixes are found.

7 Books, Antiques & Vintage Finds

Hidden in Via dei Fossi is the courtyard of Palazzo Fossombroni, where you’ll find a couple of vintage shops to browse through. For a literary-inspired coffee break, step into the Todo Modo bookshop. On the way back to Piazza Santa Maria Novella, find historic galleries, antique shops and art houses such as Galleria Frilli, Bacarelli and Bruschi.
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1Top Experiences

 Basilica di Santa Maria NovellaG3




1Experiences

1Museo NovecentoG4

2Museo Marino MariniG5

3Chiesa di OgnissantiE5

4HZEROG5

5SE·STO on ArnoE5

6The Social Hub Rooftop BarH1

7Street Levels GalleryF4

8Colonna della GiustiziaH6

9Collezione CasamontiH6

10Basilica di Santa TrinitàH6

11Mercato delle CascineA2

12Teatro del Maggio Musicale FiorentinoA1




5Eating

13Ostaria dei CentopoveriF4

14Il ContadinoE4

15MattacenaH4

16Trattoria 13 GobbiF5

17Giotto PizzeriaH4

18San PaolinoG5

19Enoteca BruniF5

20Pasticceria GamberiniD4

21Cioccolateria BalleriniD4

22Forno BecagliE4

23Caffè Cortese 900G4




6Drinking

24La BoiteF4

25Enoteca BelliniG5

26The Joshua Tree PubF4

27ManifatturaG5

28The Arts InnF4

29Giacosa 1815H5

30Space ClubF4




7Shopping

31Arte e LibriG5

32Todo ModoF5

33Riccardo Luci Marbled PaperG6

34Cortile FossombroniF5

35Tartan VintageG5

36Mercato di Piazza d’OgnissantiE5

37Sleeve RecordsH4

38Officina Profumo Farmaceutica di Santa Maria NovellaF4

39Galleria FrilliG5

40Giotti CeramicheF5

41Il BisonteG6

42BenheartG6

43Mio ConceptH5










TOP EXPERIENCE

Basilica di Santa Maria Novella


Founded by the Dominican monastic community in the late 13th century, Basilica di Santa Maria Novella is one of Florence’s most precious religious structures, standing right by the busy central station as an astonishing blend of Gothic and Renaissance architecture.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

The normal opening hours (9am to 5.30pm) are reduced on Friday (11am to 5.30pm) and Sunday (1pm to 5.30pm). Tickets can be bought on site; there’s no need to book in advance.

[image: barcode]

Scan for practical information and self-guided audio tours.



The Facade

The 15m inscription seen under the basilica’s tympanum tributes Giovanni Rucellai, the influential wool merchant who, in the 1450s, commissioned Renaissance architect Leon Battista Alberti with the completion of the symmetrical front section. Alberti built on an existing Gothic lower section formed by three portals and six niches, adding a harmonious composition made of bichromatic squares, rectangles, triangles and circles typical of the Florentine Romanesque style. The main entrance is highlighted by a red marble frame and at the very top of this Gothic temple is the beaming sun Dominican monks adopted as their icon.

Look out for the two astronomical instruments on the front of the basilica: a large quadrant with sundials and a bronze armillary sphere to calculate the day of the spring equinox. They were added to Alberti’s facade between 1572 and 1575 by the Dominican cosmographer Egnazio Danti (1536–1586).

Great Masters

Hovering above the main nave is the precious crucifix attributed to Giotto, containing a realistic Christ believed to have been painted by the Gothic master between 1288 and 1289. One of the earliest Renaissance paintings to adopt the perspective technique, Masaccio’s fresco Trinità (Holy Trinity; 1425–26) is found on the left side of the church.


Monumental Chapels

Ghirlandaio’s frescoes adorning the basilica’s main chapel depict scenes from the Virgin Mary’s life, adapted to include portraits of the Tornabuoni family who commissioned the artwork in 1485. Filippino Lippi’s visually striking Chapel of Filippo Strozzi, located in the right transept, is one of the most impressive cycles of frescoes in the church.

Chiostro Verde

Taking its name from the green earth base used for the frescoes, the Chiostro Verde (Green Cloister, 1332–1350) is adorned with paintings by Paolo Uccello and leads to the spectacular Cappellone degli Spagnoli, titled after the Spanish congregation that worked here in the 16th century.


QUICK BREAK

The pastries and gelato of Caffè Cortese 900, across the square from the basilica, are made entirely with raw ingredients. Give the nut-based sweets a try; you won’t regret it!






EXPERIENCES

Contemplate 20th-Century Art at Museo NovecentoMuseum

map Google map

Behind the loggia designed by Michelozzo and adorned with ceramics by Andrea della Robbia, find the Museo Novecento exhibition, focused on some of the names that have left a mark on Italy’s contemporary art scene, including Giorgio De Chirico, Gino Severini, Giorgio Morandi and Renato Guttuso.

Most of the works were acquired following the massive flood of 1966 when a private collector donated his large body of paintings to the city to make up for the damage done by the overflowing Arno.

The permanent exhibition is only part of the experience: Museo Novecento is an active institution, with a rich programmeme of temporary shows year-round.

Check what’s on at museonovecento.it or book a guided tour through Mus.e (musefirenze.it).

Discover Marino Marini's Quirky SculpturesMuseum

map Google map

Steps away from Piazza Santa Maria Novella is the Museo Marino Marini , where you can see the equestrian sculptures of one of Tuscany’s best-known contemporary artists, Pistoia-born Marino Marini. Housed in a 14th-century church, the museum exhibits over 180 statues, drawings and engravings by Marini, plus the impressive Cappella Rucellai containing Leon Battista Alberti’s 1457 marble funerary monument to Giovanni Rucellai, one of the wealthiest wool merchants in 15th-century Florence.

Meet Botticelli at Chiesa di OgnissantiChurch

map Google map

Facing a square lined by luxury hotels and the French Consulate, Chiesa di Ognissanti blends in the neighbourhood’s architecture with its Baroque travertine facade. It is not one of the most visited churches in Florence, but it houses exceptional artworks. A 1315 crucifix attributed to Giotto hangs on the left side of the altar, while Domenico Ghirlandaio’s Madonna della Misericordia (Madonna of Mercy and Lamentation, 1467) adorns the Vespucci chapel, named after the family who financed many of the artworks found inside the church. Members of the family include Amerigo, the man who gave his name to America, and Simonetta, believed to have been Botticelli’s muse. According to a myth, Simonetta Vespucci inspired both the Birth of Venus and Primavera. While historians doubt the claim, Botticelli’s attachment to the Vespuccis’ family church is hard to deny – inside you’ll find both his fresco Sant'Agostino nello Studio (1480) and his tombstone, right next to Simonetta’s.


Enter a Miniature World at HZEROMuseum

map Google map

This recent addition to Florence’s museum scene couldn’t be placed in a more appropriate location than Santa Maria Novella, the city’s transport hub.

The surprising HZERO exhibition, hosted in a former cinema hall, showcases a railway that is tiny compared to actual railways, but huge compared to most miniature railways. Covering a surface of 280 sq metres, the project was born from the mind of Sicilian entrepreneur Giuseppe di San Giuliano, who spent 40 years constructing the fascinating home for his little trains.

The private museum is especially suited to kids, but adults will appreciate the level of detail of the artificial landscapes that compose this one-of-a-kind installation.

Indulge in an Aperitivo with a ViewRooftop bars

Somehow, cocktails taste better when paired with a view. At SE·STO on Arno you can enjoy fine drinks while seeing the sun setting on San Frediano’s church and the hills rising from the Oltrarno. The bar and restaurant is located on the top floor of the Westin Excelsior Hotel in Piazza Ognissanti. The glass casing allows for an aperitivo with a view year-round, although it’s best to book in advance, especially on weekends. Another prized location is the rooftop bar of The Social Hub (map) in Viale Spartaco Lavagnini. Take the lift to the 6th floor, order one of the seasonal cocktails available on the menu, and admire the Duomo emerging from behind the outdoor terrace swimming pool.

Dive into the Urban Art Scene at Street Levels GalleryArt gallery

map Google map

Street Levels Gallery is Florence’s only art space showcasing urban art, with an emphasis on local artists. This narrow Via Palazzuolo gallery exhibits works by the Florentine street artists who have spent much of their career adding a touch of colour to the cityscape, including Clet, internationally known for his ironically altered street signs, plus Ache77, Exit Enter and many other artists. Beyond framing art that usually lives on wild concrete, Street Levels runs many public art initiatives in Florence and beyond. Check what’s on at streetlevelsgallery.com.


Fashion & Crafts at Fortezza da Basso

A massive fortified complex covering some 80,000 sq metres stands steps away from Santa Maria Novella station. Fortezza da Basso, built as a defensive structure between 1534 and 1537, is the city's most important exhibition space, hosting conventions of all kinds year-round. Pitti Uomo, held twice yearly in January and June, is one of Italy’s most important events dedicated to men’s fashion. Exclusive parties take place throughout Florence as Pitti attracts fashionistas from all over the world. Mostra Internazionale dell'Artigianato (MIDA), Italy’s first crafts fair, gathers over 400 international artisans showcasing their work for a week in late April.



Decode Piazza Santa TrinitaSquare

Connecting Via Tornabuoni with Ponte Santa Trinita, Piazza Santa Trinita is marked by the granite pillar known as the Colonna della Giustizia map Google map (Column of Justice), erected in 1554 to celebrate Florence's victory over Siena in the Battle of Marciano. This is not the only symbol of the square. On the facade of the Palazzo Bartolini Salimbeni, now housing the Collezione Casamonti (map Google map) contemporary art gallery, you’ll notice a band of flowers sculpted under the windows. These are poppies; legend has it the Bartolini, a family of wealthy textile merchants, used opium to drug their compet itors before an auction to acquire wool at the lowest possible price. The move was so successful they decided to use poppies as a dynasty’s emblem. Enter the 14th-century Basilica di Santa Trinità (map Google map) opposite the palace to find Lorenzo Monaco’s Annunciazione (1422) above the altar of the Bartolini Salimbeni family chapel. Walk through the dark nave to find frescoes by Ghirlandaio, Cimabue, Spinello Aretino and Fra Angelico.

Listen to a Classical ConcertTheatre

The 1890-seat hall of the Teatro del Maggio Musicale Fiorentino map Google map, which replaced Florence’s old city theatre in 2014, hosts the Maggio Musicale Fiorentino festival between April and June. Inspired by the spring celebrations held in Florence during the Middle Ages, it features a rich programme of opera and classical music performances, including both national and international stars. The full programme is available at maggiofiorentino.com.


Cascine Market, Where Locals Shop

Various markets take place in the inner city on different days of the week, but for a truly local feel go for a stroll at the Mercato delle Cascine (map Google map), held each Tuesday morning on the street that cuts through the city’s green lung. The largest (and cheapest) open-air market in Florence attracts people of all ages looking for deals and shopping for daily essentials. Fruit and vegetables, secondhand clothing and homeware cover the stalls that stretch for over 1km along the Arno without a single souvenir in sight. The market starts at around 8am and runs until 2pm.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Traditional Trattorias

Ostaria dei Centopoveri €

map Google map

During the day, Centopoveri serves fixed lunch menus including a pasta dish, main course and wine for €12 to €14. No bookings, just go and wait. Noon-3pm & 7-11pm

Trattoria Il Contadino €

map Google map

Literally 'the farmer', this favourite lunch spot in Santa Maria Novella offers one- or two-course meat-centric menus at a fixed price. Noon-3pm & 6.30-10.30pm, closed Tue

Mattacena € €

map Google map

A long list of Tuscan classics make up the menu at this Florentine steak restaurant around the corner from Santa Maria Novella. Book in advance. Noon-3pm & 7-11pm

Trattoria 13 Gobbi € €

map Google map

A Via del Porcellana institution, Tredici Gobbi serves heartwarming Tuscan cuisine in a rustic atmosphere. Their rigatoni pasta has gained a following. 12.30-3pm & 7.30-11pm

Sophisticated Dinners

Giotto Pizzeria € €

map Google map

Not your traditional pizza place. Run by award-winning pizza chef Marco Manzi, Giotto bakes 'gourmet' pizzas, with wines to pair. Noon-11.30pm

San Paolino € €

map Google map

This upmarket restaurant filled with natural light and tropical flora serves Mediterranean dishes and craft cocktails on the ground floor of the 25hours Hotel. Noon-10.30pm Mon-Sat, 12.30-10.30pm Sun

Enoteca Bruni € € €

map Google map

With some 3000 wines to choose from, you’ll have to trust Bruni’s sommeliers to know what to pair with their two seasonal tasting menus. 7.30-11.30pm Tue-Sat

Espresso & Sweets

Pasticceria Gamberini € €

map Google map

Baristas in white uniforms churn out hundreds of espressos daily at this well-established patisserie with an open-air terrace out the front. 7am-10pm

Cioccolateria Ballerini €

map Google map

Operating in Borgo Ognissanti since the 1930s, this historic bakery prepares artisanal chocolate, seasonal delights and crunchy schiacciata bread. 7.30am-8pm Mon-Sat

Forno Becagli €

map Google map

Locals line up to get a slice of tiny Forno Becagli's schiacciata all’uva (grape cake), pan di ramerino (rosemary bread) and other seasonal delicacies. 6.30am-8pm Mon-Sat

Caffè Cortese 900 € €

map Google map

Raw food chef Vito Cortese offers vegan, dairy-free ice cream, cakes, biscuits and pralines, plus creamy cashew milk gelato and almond milk cappuccinos. 11am-7pm, closed Thu

[image: img]
Drinking

Enotecas & Craft Beer

La Boite

map Google map

This friendly, one-room neighbourhood bar attracts locals to Piazza San Paolino during aperitivo hour with its selection of accessible wine and a couple of craft beers on tap. 4pm-midnight

Enoteca Bellini

map Google map

Look up on the blackboard under the brick-vaulted ceiling for the daily changing selection of wines and bruschette of this buzzing enoteca in Via della Spada. 5-11pm Tue-Sun

The Joshua Tree Pub

map Google map

A historic pub with a dive bar atmosphere, steps from Santa Maria Novella station, with a crowd of local and international drinkers tasting the dozen craft brews on tap. Noon-2am

Fancy Cocktails & Rooftop Bars

Manifattura

map Google map

You won’t find a classic margarita in this dimly lit cocktail bar in Piazza San Pancrazio, where drinks are made using Italian spirits. 6pm-2am Tue-Sun

The Arts Inn

map Google map

A long list of elaborate cocktails is served in this former artist’s studio, converted into a cosy bar with old-world decor and art. 6.30pm-midnight Tue-Thu, to 1am Fri-Sun, closed Mon

Giacosa 1815

map Google map

This elegant cocktail bar is new on Florence’s scene but pays homage to the original Giacosa cafe where Count Cammillo Negroni invented the Negroni cocktail. 8am-11pm Mon-Thu & Sun, 8am-1am Fri & Sat

The Social Hub Rooftop Bar

map Google map

In front of Fortezza da Basso, the former Student Hotel features the refurbished Rooftop Bar, where creative drinks by the pool come with stunning views of Brunelleschi's Duomo. 6-11pm



SE·STO on Arno

map Google map

Set in a modern glass cube atop the five-star Westin Excelsior Hotel in Piazza Ognissanti, SE·STO offers views of the city during sunset. Noon-1am

Clubbing

Space Club

map Google map

The largest club in the city centre draws young crowds to Santa Maria Novella during weekends. Born in 1969 as an art space, it has evolved into a sweaty house music club. Hours vary

[image: img]
Shopping

Literature & Artisanal Notebooks

Arte e Libri

map Google map

Unique bookshop in Via dei Fossi, offering 15,000 rare and antique art publications in Italian, English and French. Find large-format visual collections unavailable elsewhere. 9.30am-1pm & 3-7pm

Todo Modo

map Google map

Enjoy literature, wine and testaroli al pesto, plus occasional English-language storytelling nights, in this bookshop with a cafe hidden in the back. 10am-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 11am-7pm Sun

Riccardo Luci Marbled Paper

map Google map

What is marbled paper, you ask? Enter this store to find out: Riccardo Luci binds notebooks and wallets in patterned paper, made following traditional marbling techniques. Workshops available. 10am-7.30pm Mon-Sat

Vintage & Pre-Loved Finds

Mercato di Piazza d’Ognissanti

map Google map

A small market of vintage goods takes place in Piazza d’Ognissanti every second Saturday of the month. Find old-school jackets, home decor and books. 9am-7pm

Cortile Fossombroni

map Google map

The courtyard of Palazzo Fossombroni houses vintage stores, antique dealers and workshops. Explore La Corte for vintage fashion and Grevi for hats. Hours vary

Tartan Vintage

map Google map

Timeless pieces are selected by the shop owners. Enter this store and browse through hundreds of items dating back to the '60s and '70s. 11am-7pm Mon-Sat

Sleeve Records

map Google map

DJs and vinyl enthusiasts may want to save time for treasure hunting in this carefully curated selection of indie and secondhand records (both Italian and international). 10.30am-7.30pm Mon-Sat

Antiques, Ceramics & Perfumes

Officina Profumo Farmaceutica di Santa Maria Novella

map Google map

Santa Maria Novella Pharmacy claims to be the world's oldest apothecary. Its origins date back to the Middle Ages when Dominican monks began making healing potions. 9.30am-8pm

Galleria Frilli

map Google map

Looking for something to decorate your Renaissance garden? Step into this 1860 museum-like atelier to admire Frilli’s replicas of famous neoclassical statues. 10am-1pm & 2-7pm Mon-Fri, 10am-2pm Sat, closed Sun

Giotti Ceramiche

map Google map

On Borgo Ognissanti, this showroom presents the work of the Giotti family, who have been making colourful dinnerware to custom-made tabletops for over a century. 9am-12.30pm & 1.30-7pm Mon-Sat

Contemporary Design & Modern Leather Goods

Il Bisonte

map Google map

Never mind the life-size bison sculpture in the shop, the leather goods made by Il Bisonte for half a century are stars of the show. 10.30am-7pm Mon-Sat, 10.30am-6.30pm Sun

Benheart

map Google map

Reminiscent of an old artisan workshop, but Benhart’s designs are as contemporary as it gets. The handmade leather shoes, belts and jackets can be customised with a painting. 10.30am-8pm

Mio Concept

map Google map

Italian contemporary urban art inspires the collection of Mio, with its unique design items, and accessories. 11am-1.30pm & 3-7pm Tue-Sat






Explore

San Lorenzo & San Marco


The student crowd livens up the typically quiet San Marco neighbourhood – an area dotted by prestigious residences, manicured gardens and high-end hotels, but also home to the University of Florence’s rectorate, the Military Geographical Institute and many cultural and scientific institutions. The scenery changes in San Lorenzo, where people flow shoulder to shoulder through the colourful alleys branching out from the city’s main market, in search of an evermore rare authentic leather souvenir. San Lorenzo is also the place where your journey into the legacy of the dynasty that ruled over the city for almost three centuries begins: here you’ll find the Medici’s first Florentine residence, the family church and the grandiose mausoleum. And most famously, there’s Michelangelo’s David.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walking

In San Lorenzo’s market area, walking is the only possible way of moving around, at least during the day. Bike-sharing services are available elsewhere, but walking is often faster given the crowds.

[image: icon-tram.gif]j Tram

The T1 tram stops at Santa Maria Novella railway station and at Fortezza. Both are steps away from San Lorenzo.

[image: icon-bus]g Bus

Many buses stop in San Marco and Piazza della Libertà. Bus 14 travels east to Santa Croce (and beyond) and bus 23A runs to San Niccolò.


THE BEST

RENAISSANCE ICONS Galleria dell’Accademia

TRADITIONAL FOOD Mercato Centrale

OSTENTATIOUS TOMBS Cappelle Medicee

WINE TASTING Fratelli Zanobini

RELIGIOUS ART Museo di San Marco






WALKING TOUR

Walk San Lorenzo & San Marco


A number of hidden art wonders mark the urban landscape in San Marco and San Lorenzo. This walking itinerary links the neighbourhoods’ main piazzas, taking you through little-known corners of Florence’s northern side in search of surprising Renaissance works, with some wine to fuel the tour between sights.



START

Piazza San Marco

END

Cenacolo di Sant’Apollonia

LENGTH

2.75km; 2–3 hours
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1 Breakfast in San Marco

Begin your morning walk under the monument to General Manfredo Fanti marking the centre of Piazza San Marco. Head to the Gran Caffè San Marco for a cappuccino before stepping into the Chiesa di San Marco and the Museo di San Marco. Continue on Via Cavour.

2 A Hidden Cloister

Stroll past the closed Antica Farmacia di San Marco in Via Giacomo Carissimi, established by Cosimo the Elder in the 15th century and once belonging to San Marco’s monastic complex. Enter the Chiostro dello Scalzo (free access, closes at 1.45pm) to admire the grisaille (grey monochrome) murals by Andrea del Sarto and Francesco di Cristofano, members of the scalzo (barefoot) confraternity established in the 14th century.

3 Botanical History

Turn back and take a left to reach the botanical gardens founded by the Medici in 1545. The Giardino dei Semplici, a peaceful refuge in the heart of the city, still collects medicinal plants and citrus trees in its greenhouse surrounded by over 200 species of plants.

4 Uncountable Bees

Walk by the university buildings on Via Gino Capponi until Piazza Santissima Annunziata, home of a fascinating Baroque church and the Museo degli Innocenti. In the middle of the square, notice the equestrian statue of Duke Ferdinando I de’ Medici. A swarm of bees is embossed on the back of the pedestal; they’re said to be impossible to count from a distance. A stroke of luck awaits those who succeed.

5 A Sip of Chianti & Bite of Lampredotto

Is it aperitivo time yet? Casa del Vino hides behind one of the leather stalls of San Lorenzo’s market, selling glasses of wine for a few euros. Awaken your appetite then enter the Mercato Centrale, inside the building surrounded by leather stalls, for a lampredotto sandwich at Da Nerbone, operating here for over a century.

6 Last Supper Before Supper

Proceed to Via Nazionale and spot the 16th-century Tabernacolo delle Fonticine by Girolamo and Giovanni della Robbia. Take a right at Piazza Indipendenza to find the Cenacolo di Sant’Apollonia, a 1450 refectory once part of a Benedictine monastery known for its Last Supper fresco by Andrea del Castagno. From there, get back to your starting point in minutes.
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1Top Experiences

 Galleria dell’AccademiaD4




1Experiences

1Mercato CentraleB4

2Fratelli ZanobiniB4

3Vino DivinoC4

4Casa del VinoB4

5Basilica di San LorenzoB5

6Museo delle Cappelle MediceeB5

7Palazzo Medici RiccardiC5

8Museo de’ MediciE5

9Museo di San MarcoD3

10Chiesa di San MarcoD3

11Cimitero degli InglesiH3

12Basilica della Santissima AnnunziataE4

13Museo degli InnocentiE4

14Opificio delle Pietre DureD4

15Museo di Casa MartelliB5




5Eating

16Trattoria GuelfaA3

17Trattoria MarioB4

18PugiD3

19Antica Trattoria da TitoE1

20Da NerboneB4

21Il VegetarianoD2

22Trattoria Palle d’OroB4

23Atomic FalafelD3

24SimBIOsiC4

25Fuoco MattoC2

26La MénagèreC4

 Caffè del Verone(see 13)

27Il Cantuccio di San LorenzoB5

28Antica Pasticceria SieniB4

29Libri LiberiC3

30Forno BruschiB4

31La GelatieraC4

32My SugarC4




6Drinking

33Vineria SonoraF5

34PanicAleB4

35AlibiB5

36Un CaffèE4

37Sabor CubanoB4

38RexF6




7Shopping

39Bottega PendolareF5

40Scarpelli MosaiciD4

41Il PapiroC4

42Bottega MontebelloE4

43Street DoingD5

44Melrose VintageC4

45Red Light Rock ShopC5










TOP EXPERIENCE

Galleria dell’Accademia


Galleria dell’Accademia is more than its five tonnes of glorious marble nudity. Below David, Michelangelo’s best-known sculpture and Renaissance icon, is a hard-to-beat art experience. Giambologna, Botticelli, Bartolini and Stradivari are just some of the artists you’ll encounter in this top museum where sculpture, painting and music unite.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Book timed tickets in advance via the official website (galleriaaccademiafirenze.it). The reservation fee is €4. Collect at the office in front of the museum’s entrance in Via Ricasoli. Expect queues.

[image: barcode]

Scan for practical information and self-guided audio tours.



Michelangelo’s David

Sculpted from a single block of Carrara marble, Michelangelo’s masterpiece is the museum’s unchallenged focal point. The statue’s impressive scale – surpassing 5m in height – is matched by its intricate details, with veins, hair and muscles defining this canonical symbol of male beauty. Michelangelo was only 26 when he completed this colossal work, unveiled in 1504 at Piazza della Signoria.

Galleria dei Prigioni

Crafted by Michelangelo between 1519 and 1534 for Pope Julius II, the four ‘slaves’ or ‘prisoners’ were deliberately left incomplete to communicate the human struggle of leaving the material world behind to reach a higher spiritual dimension.

Sala del Colosso

In the middle of the renovated room dedicated to 15th- and 16th-century art is the impressive 1581 plaster model of Giambologna’s Rape of the Sabines. Hanging on the blue walls, find the grand Deposizione dalla Croce (1503–1507) by Filippino Lippi and Il Perugino, and Botticelli’s Madonna con Bambino, San Giovannino e due angeli (1468), among other greats.

Gipsoteca Bartolini

Showcasing the models created by 19th-century sculptor Lorenzo Bartolini, the Gipsoteca (plaster cast gallery) echoes the atmosphere of an artist’s studio, with hundreds of busts and statues of prominent figures. Spot Brunelleschi, Machiavelli and Elisa Bonaparte.

Sale del ’200 e del ’300

Religious paintings from the 13th and 14th centuries adorn the three rooms showcasing the Florentine Gothic style of Giotto’s contemporaries. The central hall is dedicated to Pacino di Buonaguida, whose L’Albero della Vita (1310–1315) represents Biblical tales on the golden background in vogue at the time.

Museo Degli Strumenti Musicali

Historical musical instruments are on show in the eastern wing of the museum. Access it via the Sala del Colosso to see Stradivari’s 1716 violin and two instruments built by Bartolomeo Cristofori (1655–1731), the inventor of the piano employed by the Medicis.


QUICK BREAK

Replenish your energy levels with a delicious slice of schiacciata (Tuscan flatbread) at the Pugi bakery in Piazza San Marco, around the corner from the museum.






EXPERIENCES

Get Lost in Florence’s Central MarketMarket

Loud, hectic and diverse, Florence’s market draws you into its maze without any guarantee of finding your way out. The outdoor area is the place where vendors gather to sell leather, vintage clothing, accessories and souvenirs. Tourists are the main target of the leather market stretching along Via dell’Ariento and surrounding streets, so the quality varies and haggling is commonplace. Standing between the outdoor stalls is the Mercato Centrale map Google map, the two-storey structure forming central Florence’s largest food market. Since 1874, when architect Giuseppe Mengoni completed the building, fruits, vegetables, meats and fish have been sold on the ground floor. Above, a 3000-sq-metre space houses a variety of contemporary eateries and food artisans. Here, local and international cuisines converge: pizza, dumplings and vegan burgers are all enjoyed at communal tables around a central bar.

Go Enoteca HoppingWine bars

Wine has been central to Florence’s culture and economy since at least 1288, when the Arte dei Vinattieri (Winemakers’ Guild) was established. Many enoteche dotting San Lorenzo still consider wine a staple and sell glasses of wine for just a couple of euros. The family running the Le Lame winery, in the heart of the Chianti Classico area, operates the locally loved Fratelli Zanobini map Google map wine shop just steps away from the market. Full tasting sessions are available, although most people just stop for a chat and a glass. Hidden on a backstreet in San Lorenzo, Vino Divino (map Google map) picks up entire barrels of young wine from the Chianti area and fills up bottles on request, with takeaway cups available on demand. Casa del Vino (map Google map) is overshadowed by the stalls of Via dell’Ariento; step beyond the wall of leather to find hundreds of bottles at this old-school enoteca where you’ll be spoilt for choice.

Visit the Medici Family ChurchChurch and museum

One can only imagine the marble facade designed by Michelangelo that was meant to cover the front of Basilica di San Lorenzo map Google map, the Medici’s family church and mausoleum constructed by Filippo Brunelleschi on the foundation of a former 4th-century church. The project for the exterior – commissioned in 1516 by Pope Leone X, son of Lorenzo the Magnificent – was never completed (a wooden model is displayed at the Casa Buonarroti museum), but the building hides a literal treasure. The Museo del Tesoro di San Lorenzo, in the basilica’s crypt, houses invaluable exhibits from the Medici’s private collections, the monumental tomb of Cosimo the Elder and a tombstone paying homage to Donatello, who contributed to the decoration of Brunelleschi’s fascinating Sagrestia Vecchia (Old Sacristy). Inside the church’s hall, the Pulpito della Resurrezione and the Pulpito della Passione are the last two works created by the great sculptor before he died in 1466. Closed Sunday.

Be Awed by the Monumental Cappelle MediceeMuseum

map Google map

While Michelangelo’s vision for the Basilica’s facade remained unfulfilled, his architectural prowess is brilliantly showcased in the Cappelle Medicee museum, the final resting place for prominent members of the Medici family, including Cosimo I, Lorenzo the Magnificent and his brother Giuliano. The mausoleum is part of the Basilica di San Lorenzo, but has a separate entrance, a separate ticket and different opening hours. Access the museum through Piazza di Madonna degli Aldobrandini and step into the majestic Cappella dei Principi, the octagonal hall built in the early 17th century found below the basilica’s 28m-wide dome, completely clad with colourful, semi-precious stones from across Italy arranged with the commesso technique, also known as Florentine mosaic. Continue into the solemn Sagrestia Nuova (New Sacristy), designed by Michelangelo between 1520 and 1534, to admire the monumental tombs standing below symmetrical marble arches. Space is limited; get in early to avoid crowds. Closed Tuesday.

Tour the Medici Family’s First Florentine ResidenceMuseum

Begin your journey into the Medici’s legacy at their first grand residence, Palazzo Medici Riccardi map Google map. From the entrance in Via Cavour, step into the Cortile di Michelozzo where the family’s coat of arms hovers above Baccio Bandinelli’s 1519 sculpture of Orpheus. Cosimo the Elder commissioned the famed architect Michelozzo with the construction of the stone palace in 1444. Ascend the courtyard’s staircase to reach the captivating Magi Chapel. Benedetto Gazzoli’s masterpiece, completed in 1459, adorns the palace’s private chapel with intricate frescoes illustrating the journey of the three kings to Jerusalem. Progress onwards to the sumptuous Galleria degli Specchi, a Baroque addition by the Riccardi family. This hall, resplendent with mirrors, houses the stunning fresco Apoteosi dei Medici (1685) by Luca Giordano, a tribute to the Medici’s enduring influence. Closed Wednesday.


Michelangelo’s Secret Drawing Room

In 1975, wall drawings attributed to Michelangelo were discovered during an inspection of a storage room under the apse of the Cappelle Medicee’s New Sacristy. The museum director believed that the Renaissance artist hid in this room in 1530, fearing retaliation from Pope Clement VII, a member of the Medici family, due to work done for the republican government during the brief period when the Medici were ousted from the city. Fifty years after the discovery, guided tours of Michelangelo’s drawing room were held between November 2023 and July 2024. Tickets sold out immediately and new dates have yet to be announced. Keep an eye on bargellomusei.beniculturali.it.



Delve into History at Museo de’ MediciMuseum

map Google map

The most recent addition to Florence’s Medici-related landmarks is this circular museum inaugurated in late 2023. The Museo de’ Medici has now been made into a permanent exhibition and moved to the Rotonda del Brunelleschi, a long-neglected former church nicknamed il castellaccio (the ugly castle) commissioned to Filippo Brunelleschi by the influential guild of cloth merchants in 1434. As you enter the rotunda, a smartphone-accessible audio guide takes you through the different stages of the Medici’s history, with sculptures, prints and Renaissance-era costumes on display. While the Museo de’ Medici lacks the awe-inspiring exhibits of Florence’s big museums, displays such as the miniature model of the Battle of Anghiari (1440), the holographic reconstruction of the lost Ducal crown, and the reproduction of the skull of Gian Gastone de’ Medici, Tuscany’s last Grand Duke, offer history buffs a chance to delve deeper into Florence’s past.

Admire Blessed Art at Museo di San MarcoMuseum

map Google map

This 15th-century Dominican monastery, once home to the renowned painter Fra Angelico and the fervent Savonarola, now serves as the spiritually enriching Museo di San Marco. Fra Angelico, canonised in 1984 by Pope John Paul II, is the highlight here. His masterpieces, including the ethereal Deposition of the Cross (1432) and Last Judgment (1431), celebrated for their divine quality by Giorgio Vasari, grace the Sala del Beato Angelico among 14 other masterpieces by the painter and Dominican friar formerly known as ’Il Beato’ (The Blessed). Adjoining the museum is the Chiesa di San Marco (map Google map), whose beige neoclassical facade hides freely accessible (but dimly lit) artworks by Giambologna, Fra Bartolomeo and Passignano.

Stroll Through Literary Tombstones at Cimitero degli InglesiCemetery

map Google map

Despite its misleading moniker, the Cimitero degli Inglesi (English Cemetery) has always been an inclusive resting place, not limited to British nationals. Established in the early 19th century as a Protestant cemetery, it accommodated those who were neither Catholic nor Jewish. The cemetery is located on a roundabout and tended by Julia Bolton Holloway, a former Medieval Studies professor, an author and now a nun. Ring the bell and the gate will open, letting you on the grassy hill covered in monumental tombstones representing 16 different nationalities. Among its notable interments are Beatrice and Edward Claude Shakespeare, the last kin of William Shakespeare, and the esteemed poet Elizabeth Barrett Browning, who lived in Florence for 15 years with her husband, poet Robert Browning.

Admire Baroque Art at Basilica della Santissima AnnunziataChurch

map Google map

Founded in 1250 by the Servite order, reconstructed in the mid-15th century and further embellished in the 17th century, the Marian Basilica della Santissima Annunziata is renowned for the Baroque opulence of its interior and the rich collection of Mannerist paintings in its antechamber. Step through the arched facade designed by Michelozzo, the Medici’s court architect, where you’ll find the Chiostrino dei Voti adorned with frescoes depicting Biblical scenes, masterfully created by Mannerist luminaries like Rosso Fiorentino, Pontormo and Andrea del Sarto. Nineteen silver votive lamps donated by the city’s aristocracy and corporations hang around the Cappella della Santissima Annunziata to the left of the main nave, followed by frescoes by Andrea del Castagno and Perugino in the dimly lit chapels.


The Medici Family Coat of Arms

A recurring symbol in the streets of Florence is the Medici’s coat of arms. Look up and you’ll start seeing it everywhere: on palaces, churches, monuments and museums. The family’s emblem was initially made of six red balls on a golden shield, although over time the number of balls changed reaching a maximum of 11. The meaning of the spheres is still debated, with some historians claiming they represent the marks left by the mythical Mugello giant on the shield of Averardo, a 14th-century knight of the Medici family. A less heroic theory suggests that the balls are simply bisanti, Byzantine gold coins referring to the Medici’s banking activities.




Tour Brunelleschi’s Ospedale degli InnocentiMuseum

Designed by Florentine architecture eminence Filippo Brunelleschi, this former ’hospital of the innocents’ – Europe’s first orphanage – was inaugurated in 1445 by the local silk-weavers guide (Arte della Seta) that funded its construction. Inside, the Museo degli Innocenti map Google map offers three intersecting exhibitions: the historical section focuses on the events that have defined the hospital, the architectural tours highlight details of Brunelleschi’s vision and the art gallery showcases works by Sandro Botticelli, Domenico Ghirlandaio and Andrea della Robbia, among others. The building also houses the Istituto degli Innocenti, an organisation dedicated to supporting children in family foster care and assisting mothers in need.

Get Introduced to the Art of CommessoMuseum

Set up in the 16th century by Ferdinando I de’ Medici as a centre for the manufacture of furniture made in semi-precious stones and later expanded by the Lorraine dynasty, the Opificio delle Pietre Dure map Google map highlights a lesser-known part of Florence’s art history: that of the commesso, or Florentine mosaic. Unlike typical mosaics, these works of art are made by juxtaposing fragments of stones of different size and colour to form unique compositions. The Opificio delle Pietre Dure traces the evolution of the technique – especially impressive is the hall dedicated to ’stone flowers’, still life scenes made to decorate furniture popular in the 16th century, and to the work produced during the final decades of the Medici’s rule, when Baroque fashion allowed colourful mosaics to flourish. Besides the museum, Opificio continues its work as a research centre and restoration workshop. Closed Sunday.

Visit a Renaissance Residence at Casa MartelliPalace

map Google map

The only Renaissance home continuously inhabited by the same family until the late 20th century to be open to visitors, Casa Martelli is also one of central Florence’s least-known museums. Hidden behind an unassuming facade on Via Ferdinando Zannetti is the former residence of the Medici-allied Martelli family, whose last heir lived here until 1986. Free tours of the palatial home run on Tuesday afternoons and Saturday mornings (no reservation required, just show up and put your name on the list). They’re available in Italian only, but even if the language is an obstacle you’ll have the chance to peek into the rooms filled with rare artworks and trompe l’oeil murals.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Quick Bites & Old-School Trattorias

Mercato Centrale €

map

Fresh produce stalls occupy the ground floor, while the 1st floor features a food hall with cookery school and stalls offering steaks, burgers, tripe, vegetarian dishes, pasta and sweets. 9am-midnight

Trattoria Guelfa €

map Google map

A local favourite near the bustling Mercato Centrale offering a full Tuscan lunch for under €15. Select a first and second course from their hand-written menu, which changes daily. Noon-2.45pm & 7-10.45pm

Trattoria Mario €

map Google map

Serving authentic Tuscan cuisine since 1953. Doesn’t take reservations; get there a bit earlier than peak lunch or dinner time for the chance of a table. Noon-3pm Mon-Sat, 7.30-10pm Thu & Fri, closed Sun

Pugi €

map Google map

A locally beloved bakery for takeaway pizza slices and schiacciata, Tuscan flatbread served plain, seasoned with salt and rosemary, or stuffed with delicious ingredients. 7.45am-7.15pm Mon-Sat

Antica Trattoria da Tito € €

map Google map

This historic locale has been cooking up Tuscan classics for over a century, with walls covered in scrawled messages from past customers testifying to its popularity. Book ahead. 12.30-3pm & 7-11pm

Da Nerbone €

map Google map

It doesn’t get more traditional than this. Stop by Nerbone’s stall inside the central market and refuel with a lampredotto or porchetta sandwich. 8.30am-3pm Mon-Sat

Il Vegetariano €

map Google map

Cosy restaurant with a daily-changing menu of vegetarian dishes, fresh-made savoury cakes and a variety of teas to choose from. 12.30-2.30pm Mon, 12.30-2.30pm & 7.30-10.30pm Tue-Fri, 7.30-10.30pm Sat & Sun

Trattoria Palle D’Oro €

map Google map

Running continuously since 1860, Palle d’Oro makes for an ideal lunch break in San Lorenzo, with many Tuscan dishes available. Noon-2.30pm Mon-Sat, 7-10.30pm Fri & Sat, closed Sun

Atomic Falafel €

map Google map

For a change from Tuscan flavours, stop at this vegan-friendly shop for a takeaway sandwich filled with freshly made, spicy falafel. 11am-9pm Tue-Thu & Sun, to 9.30pm Fri & Sat

Gourmet Pizza & Hip Lunch

SimBIOsi € €

map Google map

The rustic-chic atmosphere and inviting wood-fired pizzas are the restaurant’s main draws, but there’s also good coffee, organic wine and handmade pasta worth trying. Noon-11pm

Fuoco Matto € €

map Google map

Neapolitan pizza done the right way and served in a sophisticated space near Piazza dell’Indipendenza. Also, Florentine steak and handmade pasta. Noon-2.30pm & 7-11.30pm

La Ménagère € €

map Google map

This upmarket cafe’s dramatic interior attracts visitors eager for a photo opportunity, but there’s an impressive selection of cocktails to keep you there after sharing the floral decor online. 8am-2am

Coffee, Gelato & Cantucci

Caffè del Verone € €

map Google map

Located on the 5th floor of Ospedale degli Innocenti, this is an ideal espresso stop after a museum visit for breathtaking views of Florentine rooftops. 10am-8pm

Il Cantuccio di San Lorenzo €

map Google map

Traditionally dipped in Vin Santo sweet wine, the cherished Tuscan dry biscuits known as cantucci come in many freshly made variations at this Via Faenza bakery. 9am-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 10am-6.30pm Sun

Antica Pasticceria Sieni €

map Google map

In the heart of San Lorenzo, on the market’s main street, is this century-old cafe crunching out espressos and a vast selection of artisanal pastries done the classic way. 7.30am-7pm

Libri Liberi €

map Google map

Bookshop, cafe, theatre and cultural space with a rich programme of events, Libri Liberi draws students to its reader-friendly garden. 10am-8pm Mon-Sat, 3-8pm Sun

Forno Bruschi €

map Google map

The cantucci biscuits, fresh croissants and sumptuous sandwiches prepared by Ivana have gained legendary status in the neighbourhood. Stop by for some takeaway treats. 6.30am-7.30pm Mon-Sat

La Gelatiera € €

map Google map

Artisanal gelato in Via de’ Ginori, ideally positioned for a post-market break. Find both traditional and exotic flavours on its seasonal menu. 11am-8.30pm Tue-Sun

My Sugar €

map Google map

This l4 ttle shop, found steps away from the market, serves award-winning gelato and shakes made of organic ingredients including black sesame seeds, salted caramel and chocolate wine. 12.30-9.30pm, closed Tue

[image: img]
Drinking

Natural Wine & Craft Beer

Vineria Sonora

map Google map

With two venues in Via degli Alfani, Vineria Sonora serves natural wines sourced from independent producers. Sit down or browse through records while indulging in your aperitivo. 5pm-1am Tue-Sun

PanicAle

map Google map

Craft beers take centre stage at PanicAle, whose tables spill under the loggia facing the Mercato Centrale. Besides brews, you can find great cocktails. 6pm-1am Mon-Thu, 6pm-2am Fri & Sat, 6pm-1am Sun

Alibi

map Google map

Punk music spilling from the speakers keeps you motivated to taste all 26 craft beers on tap at this Via Faenza pub. 4pm-1am Mon-Thu, noon-2am Fri & Sat, noon-1am Sun

Un Caffè

map Google map

Loved by students who populate San Marco, this little bar in Piazza Santissima Annunziata serves beers, wines and cocktails to be enjoyed on the square’s staircases. 9.30am-1am Mon-Sat

Late-Night Cocktails

Sabor Cubano

map Google map

When the leather stalls leave Via Sant’Antonino for the day, the tables of this Cuban bar fill up with mojitos. Live music every Tuesday. 7pm-2am

Rex

map Google map

The coolest late-night bar in Florence fills up during weekends when DJs liven up the dark, quirkily decorated rooms found behind black thick curtains in Via Fiesolana. 7pm-2am

[image: img]
Shopping

Ceramics, Mosaics & Paper

Bottega Pendolare

map Google map

Run by enthusiastic local artist Viola, this ceramics studio is for those looking for one-of-a-kind vases, mugs and pots filled with personality. Hours vary, closed Sun

Scarpelli Mosaici

map Google map

The Scarpelli family has been producing fine mosaics in this workshop for over half a century, following the ancient commesso technique. Browse the collection or order a custom piece. 9.30am-6pm Mon-Fri

Il Papiro

map Google map

With three different shops in the city, Il Papiro is all about old-school stationery: hand-decorated notebooks, wax seals, postcards and all the paper-related goods you can imagine. 10.30am-7pm

Bottega Montebello

map Google map

A wall covered in colourful fish welcomes those who enter this little gallery near Piazza Santissima Annunziata, showcasing the work of local artist Maurizio Bomberini. 10am-1.30pm & 3-7.30pm Mon-Sat

Vintage & Musically Inspired Clothing

Street Doing

map Google map

Carefully selected vintage pieces organised by epoch fill up Street Doing, a destination for pre-loved branded clothes, shoes and accessories. 10.30am-7.30pm Mon-Sat

Melrose Vintage

map Google map

Melrose has a vast and well-organised selection of vintage pieces mostly from US brands. Don’t expect flea-market prices. 10am-8pm Mon-Sat, 2-8pm Sun

Red Light Rock Shop

map Google map

Follow the red neon lights underground to enter this little temple of metal band T-shirts and goth accessories, serving the alternative crowd in San Lorenzo since the early 1990s. 10am-7.15pm





WALKING TOUR

A Day in Fiesole


Fiesole feels like a different city despite its vicinity to Florence’s core. Perched on the hills that embrace Florence, about 9km northeast of the historic centre, Fiesole has been a prized location for centuries, attracting both artists and locals with exceptional vistas and a tranquil atmosphere. Stroll through olive groves and Etruscan ruins for a different side of Florence.



START

Piazza Mino

END

Piazzale Leonardo

LENGTH

2.5km; three hours
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1 A Stone Cathedral

Take bus 7 from Santa Maria Novella to reach the heart of Fiesole in about 25 minutes. Get off the bus in Piazza Mino, Fiesole’s main square dominated by the lofty bell tower of the Cattedrale di San Romolo, a stone duomo (cathedral) dating back to the 11th century.

2 Archaeological Wonders

Continue to the Area Archeologica, a fascinating open-air museum of Etruscan ruins only minutes away from the main square. The Etruscans founded this hilltop town between the 8th and 4th centuries BCE and built the citadel that was later expanded by the Romans, who left the almost intact amphitheatre in the middle of the complex. The on-site museum traces the city's development through artefacts dating back to the Bronze Age.

3 Medieval Art

Head back towards Piazza Mino to enter the Museo Bandini, named after the 18th-century collector who amassed a vast selection of 13th- and 14th-century artworks, now on display in this gallery near the cathedral. The exhibition space highlights the work of medieval Tuscan artists, plus some fine ceramics from the Della Robbia workshop.

4 Lunch Break

For lunch, take a break at Vinandro on Piazza Mino, a quintessentially Tuscan eatery where tasty seasonal dishes are served with no frills. Pappa al pomodoro (bread and tomato soup), lampredotto (cow’s stomach cooked in broth and covered in garlic and parsley green sauce) and truffle risotto are just some of the tasty traditional options on the menu.

5 A Convent with a View

After recharging with local food, walk up to the Convento di San Francesco, less than 10 minutes away from Piazza Mino. Construction of this stone-built Franciscan convent started in 1330 and expanded over the following century. Inside, the Crocifissione (Crucifixion) by 15th-century Florentine painter Neri di Bicci hangs behind the altar, although the spectacular view over Florence’s skyline from the outer terrace beats any artwork.

6 Hike to the Caves

If time allows and you want to continue exploring beyond Fiesole’s historic core, tackle the 3km Sentiero delle Cave, an easy hike stretching east of Piazza Mino into Parco di Montececeri, known for its pietra serena quarries. Follow Via di Monte Ceceri to the park's entrance, then continue to Piazzale Leonardo – it's named after Leonardo da Vinci, who tested his flying machine on this very spot in 1506.






Explore

Santa Croce & Sant’Ambrogio


It’s only a hop, skip and spaghetti fork twirl from the sights of centro storico, but this wedge of the city remains one step removed from the tourist hubbub. Rooted in Florence’s food markets, this twinset neighbourhood is still the ‘belly of Florence’. Be it tripe cart on the street or Michelin triple-starred palazzo, Santa Croce and Sant’Ambrogio are where foodies gravitate. Santa Croce revolves around vast, car-free Piazza di Santa Croce, with Basilica di Santa Croce – the neighbourhood’s pride and joy – at its helm. Right next door is Sant’ Ambrogio where ‘village life’ spins, as it’s always done, around bijou Piazza Sant’ Ambrogio and the open-air market.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walking

From Santa Maria Novella train station it’s a 25-minute walk, via Piazza del Duomo, to Piazza di Santa Croce. Via dei Benci and Via Ghibellina are Santa Croce’s main traffic-busy thoroughfares, and boutique-lined Via Pietrapiana mooches east into quieter Sant’ Ambrogio; its continuation Borgo La Croce is equally delightful to stroll.

[image: icon-bus]g Bus

From Via degli Orti Oricellari beside the train station, ride bus C2 six stops to the ‘Ghibellina Pepi’ stop on Via Ghibellina.


THE BEST

UNFORGETTABLE SCULPTURES Museo del Bargello

SUBLIME FRESCOES Basilica di Santa Croce

MARKET LIFE Mercato di Sant’Ambrogio

COCKTAIL CULTURE Locale

STREET FOOD Tripperia Pollini






WALKING TOUR

Santa Croce & Sant’Ambrogio


Many visitors rarely venture beyond Santa Croce’s linchpin basilica. This walk treads a local’s path, past the jam-packed sandwich shops of Via dei’ Neri to the city’s veteran street markets selling all manner of flea finds, flowers and food fresh from the Tuscan garden. Coffee stops alfresco abound.



START

Via dei Neri

END

Basilica di Santa Croce

LENGTH

2km; one hour
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1 The Busiest Street

Dive into Santa Croce along old-world Via dei Neri. Lined with tiny shops and takeaway joints stuffing schiacciata (Tuscan flatbread sandwich) with fillings to order, this is Florence’s most vibrant old-world street. Browse rare vinyls at No 15 and Florentine artisanship at No 6–8.

2 Roman Ghosts

Head north to Piazza dei Peruzzi. Admire the rounded facades of the palazzi, forming a semicircle atop what was the city’s Roman amphitheatre, built around the 2nd century CE to host 20,000.

3 Flower Market

It’s 15 minutes to Piazza dei Ciompi, the old fish-market haunt dolled up with benches beneath parasol pines, orange trees and cafe terraces. Florentines buy flowers at Friday’s Mercato dei Fiori and the flower kiosk, open daily next to Vasari’s porticoed Loggia del Pesce. On the square’s eastern side, peep into the studio of artisan knife-maker Fabio Figus.

4 Heart of Sant’ Ambrogio

Rub shoulders and shopping bags with locals at Mercato di Sant’Ambrogio, the city’s premier food market, in the biz since 1873. This is where Florentines shop for artichokes, asparagus, springtime strawberries and other fresh produce bursting with unadulterated taste.

5 A Piece of Old Tuscany

Cross over to Largo Pietro Annigoni, a vast square awash with summertime terraces. Hunt for a souvenir piece of Old Tuscany at antique-flea market Mercato delle Pulci. Hungry for non-Tuscan? The feisty burgers at Drogheria don’t disappoint.

6 Go to Jail

Mooch along Via dell’Agnolo to Le Murate where students and urban creatives hang out inside Florence’s former jail. Join the arty cafe crowd chatting, brainstorming or catching a fringe act over coffee, drinks and light meals. In summer bag the hottest seat in the house: swings on the courtyard terrace.

7 Admire Dante

End with Santa Croce’s landmark basilica. Florentine poet Dante Alighieri stands sentry in front. The 1865 marble statue was moved here from the middle of the square in 1968 to accommodate the neighbourhood’s sacrosanct calcio storico tournament.




WALKING TOUR

A Night Out in Santa Croce


In this heavily touristed city, it can be hard to find authentic pockets of local life. Fortunately, the fact that the basilica is the only top-drawer sight in Santa Croce and Sant’ Ambrogio means they are not rammed with sightseers – just locals coming here to market-shop, eat, drink and enjoy life with fellow Florentines.



START

Ponte alle Grazie

END

Locale

LENGTH

2.5km; one hour
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1 Riverside Lounging

Begin the night out the Florentine way – soaking up the light, view and mood from a bridge across the Arno. Lounge with locals on Ponte alle Grazie as the sun softens.

2 Evening Shopping

Shop at dusk on trendy Via dei Benci, dotted with bars and boutiques. Nip down tiny Borgo Santa Croce to shop for artisanal perfumes and soaps in a 15th-century palazzo at Aquaflor. Continue to the chic fashion boutiques of Via del Proconsolo.

3 Fish & Frescoes

End your shopping spree with an aperitivo (pre-dinner drink) in the company of fried anchovies, tuna buns and other fishy nibbles at Fishing Lab. Peek upstairs at fragments of 14th- and 15th-century frescoes decorating the vaulted dining room.

4 Sunset Alfresco

Catch the last rays of daylight on the terrace of Dragonfly on car-free, bar-clad Piazza Salvemini. Liquid Tiramisu, Sunny Day, Fresh and Green garnished with basil and cucumber: the inventive cocktails at the funky bar pair well with the alfresco lounge.

5 Showtime

No Florentine address is more iconic or cherished than Il Teatro del Sale. Dinner is a hectic, mesmerising symphony of outstanding Tuscan dishes, culminating at 9.30pm in a live performance of drama, music or comedy. Reservations essential.

6 Late-Night Cocktails

Show over, plunge into the star-lit night and follow the hip crowd to Bitter Bar, a sassy 1920s speakeasy mixing creative cocktails with unusual bitters, unexpected infusions and bags of fresh ingredients.

7 One More Shot

Sink a shot at Eby’s, a rough-around-the-edges Florentine icon that has been doling out creative shots from a hole in the wall for decades – or bookmark the address for later in the night.

8 A World’s Best Bar

The cocktail curious and aficionados alike won’t want to miss out on the city’s global superstar Locale. On the World’s 50 Best Bars list (worlds50bestbars.com), the cocktail bar stuns with designer interior, veg-inspired cocktails and an inspired ‘degustazione dei signature’ tasting menu for those who simply can’t choose.
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TOP EXPERIENCE

Basilica di Santa Croce


It’s not just about paying your respects to Renaissance luminaries Michelangelo, Dante, Galileo and Machiavelli, whose tombs decorate the nave (as does the empty tomb of Dante, whose remains were never returned from Ravenna where he died in 1321). This huge Franciscan basilica safeguards Giotto frescoes and an exquisite chapel by Brunelleschi.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Count two hours to take everything in; pick up an ‘extended reality’ multimedia device for the kids. Keep your ticket to score reduced admission at Casa Buonarroti.

[image: barcode]

Scan for practical information and self-guided audio tours.



Facade

Before diving into this basilica towering over Santa Croce’s vast central square, look up at its dazzling white neoGothic facade. Observe a Star of David positioned in the tympanum above the oculus – a symbol left behind by the Jewish architect Niccolò Matas, who completed the bichromatic marble exterior in 1863.

Frescoed Chapels

Time spent in the frescoed chapels of the basilica, designed by Arnolfo di Cambio in the 13th century, shed light on why French writer Stendhal experienced a racing heartbeat, nausea and dizziness (dubbed ‘Stendhal Syndrome’) upon exiting the church in 1817. Murals by Giotto in the 14th century are soul-soaring: contemplate John the Baptist in Cappella Peruzzi (painted 1310–20) and the life of St Francis in Cappella Bardi (1320–28). Giotto’s pupil, Taddeo Gaddi, frescoed Cappella Baroncelli (1328–38) with the life of the Virgin, and St Nicholas by Taddeo’s son Agnolo decorates Cappella Castellani (1385).

Sagrestia

From the transept chapels, a doorway designed by Michelozzo leads into a corridor, off which is the 14th-century Sacristy with Taddeo Gaddi’s Crucifixion fresco. The wooden cross (c 1288) by Cimabue was one of many works damaged in the 1966 floods.


Cappella de’ Pazzi

Backtrack to the church and follow the ‘Uscita’ (exit) sign, opposite the main entrance, to access the basilica’s two cloisters designed by Brunelleschi. His unfinished Cappella de’ Pazzi – a masterpiece of Renaissance architecture scarcely touched in 600-odd years ago – is notable for its terracotta medallions of the Apostles by Luca della Robbia.

Cenacolo

Continue to the second cloister. Inside the cavernous Refectory, Taddeo Gaddi’s The Last Supper (1334–56) fills the entire far wall, but it’s Georgio Vasari’s The Last Supper (1546) that steals the show. Submerged in floodwater for 12 hours, the oil painting was returned to Santa Croce after 50 years of restoration in 2016.


QUICK BREAK

Break bread with Florentines over a gourmet panino, wine and local chat at Semel, across the street from Florence’s main fresh-produce market in Sant’Ambrogio.






TOP EXPERIENCE

Museo del Bargello


While crowds clamour to see Michelangelo’s David at the Accademia, few rush to view his best early works at this evocative museum safeguarding Italy’s most comprehensive collection of Tuscan Renaissance sculpture. The setting – fortress-like Palazzo del Bargello where the podestà (magistrate) meted out justice until 1502 – is pure drama.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Avoid Monday (its busiest day when the Uffizi is shut). Golden sunbeams cast the sculptures in a dramatically different light on sunny days. Consider a combined ticket covering Bargello and four other museums.

[image: barcode]

Scan for practical information and self-guided audio tours.



Sala di Michelangelo

Entering the central courtyard, take in the palazzo – a masterpiece of medieval architecture. Through the door on the right, in the collection of 16th-century Tuscan sculpture, Michelangelo’s drunken Bacchus (1496–97) leaps out. Three more Michelangelos are here: David–Apollo (1530–32), the unfinished marble bust of Brutus (c 1539) and Madonna and Child with the Infant St John (1505). Don’t miss Buonarroti’s exceptional Bacco (1497), sculpted during the artist’s Roman period, and Benvenuto Cellini’s Narciso (1548–65).

Sala di Donatello

This majestic 1st-floor hall (Room 8) showcases 15th-century sculptures. Donatello’s St George (1416–17) brought a new sense of perspective and movement to Italian sculpture. Donatello’s two versions of David fascinate: Donatello fashioned his slender, youthful dressed image in marble in 1408 and his fabled bronze between 1440 and 1443. The latter is extraordinary – the more so when you consider it was the first free-standing naked statue to be sculpted since classical times.

The Della Robbias

Drink in the soft-pastel serenity of Luca della Robbia’s Madonna of the Rosebush (1450–60) in Salon di Donatello before moving into the 16th century, upstairs on the 2nd floor. The collection of terracotta pieces by the prolific father-and-son duo Andrea and Giovanni Della Robbia in Rooms 13 and 14 are unmatched. Observe the shift from 15th-century blue-and-white to a more flamboyant palette of yellow, green, blue and brown.

Sala della Scultura Barocca

End in the Baroque sculpture room with Gian Lorenzo Bernini’s marble bust from the 1630s of his lover, married noblewoman Costanza Bonarelli. He ordered her disfigurement after discovering she was also having an affair with his brother. Bargello’s museum director dedicated the artwork to ‘all women who have suffered and suffer violence’ when it was displayed for the first time in 2023.


QUICK BREAK

Continue the arty theme with a coffee break, light vegetarian or vegan lunch, or afternoon tea in the courtyard at hipster cafe-bookshop Brac.






EXPERIENCES

Trail Michelangelo to Casa BuonarrotiHouse museum

map Google map

Leave the David crowd behind in this gem of a house museum, purchased by Michelangelo in the early 1500s and rebuilt as a palazzo by his heirs a century on. Michelangelo Buonarroti’s family owned various properties in Florence but only spent a brief time here before moving to Rome in 1534. Still, this museum thrills with two bas-reliefs produced in his teenage years: the Madonna della Scala (1491) and the unfinished Battaglia dei Centauri (1492).

Scoff Offal at Tripperia PolliniTripe cart

map Google map

Hands-down the most authentic tripe cart in town, this veteran tripperia by the teeny main piazza in Sant’Ambrogio is a bastion of Florentine tradition. Plop down on one of the wobbly high stools at the bar, give a nod to the ‘Superwoman’ wall murals by anonymous female street-art collective Le Diesis, and order a tripe panino (sandwich) for €5. Think cow’s stomach chopped up, boiled, bunged between bread and doused in salsa verde (sauce of smashed parsley, garlic, capers and anchovies). End with an espresso across the square on the terrace of Ditta Artigianale coffee shop, straddling Piazza Sant’Ambrogio.

Join the Crowds for Affogato at VivoliGelato

It might be tucked away on a weeny piazza, opposite the Chiesa di Santi Simone e Giuda (1243), now used by the city’s Ukrainian Catholic community, but veteran gelateria Vivoli map Google map is no stranger to stardom. Born as a latteria (dairy) on Via Isola delle Stinche in 1939, it quickly started making gelato and its contemporary rainbow of enticing flavours is peerless: pistachio, pear and caramel, chocolate with orange. Today, TikTok followers flock here in droves for affogato – a melting mix of velvety, sweet crema gelato with hot, bitter espresso coffee, suddenly popularised on the social-media platform. Order and pay at the cash desk, then move to the counter to trade in your receipt for ice. No cones, only tubs.

Celebrate Film at Museo ZeffirelliMuseum

map Google map

Waltz through the mind of one of the world’s great masters of the moving image at this museum dedicated to Florence-born film director Franco Zeffirelli (1923–2019). Inside Florence’s former tribunal and courthouse, the permanent exhibition opens in 1953 and ribbons through 22 ‘chapters’ or rooms bursting with scene sketches, costumes, posters, flyers, set-design models, original drawings and behind-the-scenes photos. Watch for exquisite chamber-music concerts and film screenings in the ground-floor music room.

Dip into Artisan Perfumery at AquaflorPerfumery

map Google map

Romance and exoticism seep out of every last heart, top and base note at this elegant Santa Croce perfumery, in a vaulted 15th-century palazzo. Artisanal scents are crafted with tremendous care and precision by master perfumer Sileno Cheloni, who works with precious essences and natural extracts from all over the world, including Florentine iris. Engage in smelling and shopping for perfumes crafted from jasmine, tobacco, absinthe, basil and dozens of other seductive, often surprising olfactory notes.

Organic soaps, cosmetics and body-care products make equally lovely gifts. Book a 90-minute session (€340; aquaflorexperience.com) online to compose your own bespoke fragrance with an olfactory specialist at the perfume bar.

Meet Mixologists at Florence Cocktail WeekDrink

map Google map

Craft cocktails are a serious business in Florence and the most exciting time to see some of the city’s best mixologists at work is during Florence Cocktail Week in May. Watch for tastings, masterclasses, workshops and other events at Locale, the city’s superstar cocktail bar with lush vertical garden in historic Palazzo Concini. Empireo (map Google map), a rooftop bar atop the riverside Plaza Hotel Lucchesi, is Santa Croce’s other key address for creative mixology happenings.

One of the most exciting names on Florence’s burgeoning craft-cocktail scene is Fermenthinks . With a trio of self-proclaimed ‘spirits cowboys’ – Florentine barman Julian Bondi, master distiller Stefano Cicalese and Locale’s celebrity Matteo di Ienno – at the helm, this avant-garde distillery produces small-batch gins, whisky and other bespoke spirits. Watch for pop-up events and guest appearances at bars around town.


Calcio Storico

Head-butting, punching, elbowing and choking are allowed in calcio storico (historic football), a violent combo of football, rugby and wrestling played by Florentines. Each year on 24 June a crowd of 4000 fills bleachers overlooking a sand arena on Piazza di Santa Croce (map Google map) to watch the traditional calcio storico tournament celebrating their city’s patron saint John the Baptist. Florence’s four historical districts – Santa Maria Novella’s Rossi (Reds), Santa Croce’s Azzurri (Blues), Santo Spirito’s Bianchi (Whites) and San Giovanni’s Verdi (Greens) – each field a team of 27 players. The final prize: nothing bar the pure glory of beating ancient rivals.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey

[image: img]
Eating

Tuscan

Cibrèo Trattoria € €

map Google map

Devour traditional Tuscan at the trattoria of influential modern chef, the late Fabio Picchi. The polpettine di pollo e ricotta (chicken and ricotta meatballs) is divine. 12.30-2.30pm & 7-10.30pm

Enoteca Pinchiorri € € €

map Google map

Tuscan cuisine is the calling card of Tuscany’s only triple Michelin-starred ristorante. The setting, in a palazzo hotel, is the ultimate old-world romance. 7.30-10pm Tue-Sat

Fast Food

Terrazza Menoni €

map Google map

Luca Menoni’s meat stall inside the Sant’Ambrogio market has been a fave since 1921. The eatery above the stall is gold. Noon-2.30pm Mon-Sat

Antica Noè €

map Google map

Duck into this former butcher’s with wrought-iron meat hooks for panini or a bowl of ribollita (Tuscan bread stew). Noon-2am Mon & Wed-Sat

[image: img]
Drinking

Coffee & All-Day Grub

Melaleuca

map Google map

The line outside says it all: excellent coffee by Florentine roaster D612, cinnamon buns and brunch all day. 7.30am-4pm, from 8am Mon-Fri

Ditta Artigianale

map Google map

Watch local life mill past on Piazza di Sant’Ambrogio from the laid-back terrace of the city’s most popular speciality coffee roaster. 7.30am-midnight

Le Vespe Café

map Google map

Power up on caffeine, smoothies and green juices at this retro cafe with street terrace on Via Ghibellina. Its menu is a vegan favourite. 10am-3pm

[image: img]
Shopping

Vintage & Tuscan-Made

Chioschetto

map Google map

Enjoy a rummage through Polina’s wondrous Pandora’s box of vintage fashion, books and musical instruments from the 1920s to ‘60s. 10.45am-1.30pm & 3.15-6pm

Contempo Records

map Google map

Tune into Italian golden oldies and more contemporary sounds at this 1970s vinyl shop, on busy Via dei Neri. 10.30am-7.30pm Mon-Sat, from 3.30pm Sun

Florence Factory

map Google map

Despite its name, this is a one-stop shop for handcrafted items – fashion, jewellery and homewares – by Florentine and Tuscan creators. 11am-7pm






Explore

Boboli, San Niccolò & San Miniato al Monte


When museum or tourist overload threatens, cross the Arno for a breath of fresh air in the flower gardens and panoramas of this hilly Oltrarno neighbourhood. Florence's savvy ruler Cosimo I knew precisely what he was doing when he moved his official Medici residence to the Palazzo Pitti here in the 16th century; the ruling Habsburg-Lorraine and Savoy dynasties followed suit until 1919. Today Florentines come here to soak up laid-back vibes in riverside San Niccolò, walk their pooches around one of their city’s most beautiful churches in San Miniato al Monte, and drink in city views not found anywhere else.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walking

Piazza Pitti is a dead-straight, five-minute walk from Ponte Vecchio along Via de' Guicciardini; for San Niccolò, use the Ponte alle Grazie bridge from Santa Croce. Expect hills: Piazzale Michelangelo is a 15-minute walk from the riverside up Rampe del Poggi. A 'greenway' footpath links Giardino di Bardini, Boboli and Forte di Belvedere.

[image: icon-bus]g Bus

Bus 13 from Santa Maria Novella and bus 12 from Lungarno Soderini service Piazzale Michelangelo. July to September, ATAF bus shuttles link Piazza Pitti with Villa Bardini and Forte di Belvedere.


THE BEST

SUNSET ROMANCE Piazzale Michelangelo

MEDICI PALACE Palazzo Pitti

GARDEN STROLL Boboli to Bardini

URBAN ART San Niccolò

SUMMER FUN Firenze Rafting






WALKING TOUR

Boboli, San Niccolò & San Miniato al Monte


Don comfy shoes to soak up the bucolic vibe of this laid-back green neighbourhood on foot, with ample space to walk hand-in-hand or push a tot along – if you can hack the hill climbs. Blockbuster sights Palazzi Pitti, Forte di Belvedere and the Boboli/Bardini gardens can all be woven easily into this walk.



START

Chiesa di Santa Felicità

END

Porta San Niccolò

LENGTH

2.5km; 1¼ hours


[image: 16-boboli-wt-pk-flc7-jpg]




1 A Secret Viewpoint

From Ponte Vecchio, nip south to Piazza di Santa Felicià to uncover a Brunelleschi-designed chapel inside Chiesa di Santa Felicità and a section of the Corridoio Vasariano crossing its facade. Inside the church, look up to spot the balcony where the Medici family secretly attended Mass without mingling with the minions below.

2 War Relics

Backtrack to the Arno and turn right on to Via de' Bardi. This entire area was flattened by German mines in 1944, and hastily rebuilt after WWII. Make a note to dine at Golden View, a classic at No 58 with, yep, golden views of Ponte Vecchio from its riverside terrace.

3 Palazzi Visit

From Piazza di Santa Maria Soprarno, Via de' Bardi climbs into a quiet corner of the city once practically owned by the powerful Bardi family. To peep into one of the elegant 15th-century palazzi lining the residential street, book a museum visit with perfumer Lorenzo Villoresi.

4 A Quaint Lane

Wind up steep Costa Scarpuccia and stone-paved Costa San Giorgio, Florence's quaintest lane. During the Plague in 1630, while staying at Forte di Belvedere, Ferdinand II de' Medici would visit Italian scientist Galileo Galilei at his home at No 19.

5 Big Bold Views

Duck beneath medieval city gate Porta di San Giorgio (spot the bas-relief of St George slaying a dragon) and downhill between olive trees along Via di Belvedere, skirting ancient city walls. Views are majestic.

6 Flower Power

Break for a garden lunch at Beppa Fioraia or head straight to Giardino delle Rose to smell 400 rose varieties and snap an arty Florence panorama through the 'suitcase' sculpture lens of Belgian artist Jean-Michel Folon (1934–2005).

7 One Last Climb?

You might want to nip up to Piazzale Michelangelo. Otherwise, it's straight down the steps to riverside Porta San Niccolò, Florence's best-preserved medieval tower standing sentinel on the Arno since 1324. Mus.e (musefirenze.it) arranges guided climbs up.
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1Top Experiences

 Palazzo PittiA3

 Giardino di BoboliB3




1Experiences

1Piazzale MichelangeloF4

2Porta San NiccolòF3

3Rampe del PoggiF3

4Basilica di San Miniato al MonteF5

5Din CaffèG3

6Ditta ArtigianaleH3

7Giardini Bardino 

8Villa BardiniC3

9Spiaggia sull’Arno San NiccolòF3

10Firenze RaftingF3

11FlòG4

12Forte di BelvedereC4

13Rifugio DigitaleG3

14Common ManD2

15CLET StudioE3

16Lorenzo VilloresiD3




5Eating

17Le Volpi e l’UvaB2

18Formaggioteca TerroirD3

19RifrulloE3

20Beppa FioraiaE4




6Drinking

21High BarD3

22Surf VenturaH4




7Shopping

23Dhai–Studio AtelierE3

24Stefano BemerF3










TOP EXPERIENCE

Palazzo Pitti


Exploring endless rooms of artistic treasures in this vast Renaissance palace, originally built for Florentine banker Luca Pitti in the 1450s at the foot of Collina di Boboli (Boboli Hill), raises the curtain on life in and out of court for the city's megalomaniac rulers in the 16th to 19th centuries.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Devote a half-day to your choice of the palace collections – a day to visit them all. End in the gardens, at their blooming best in spring but sizzling hot in August.

[image: barcode]

Scan for practical information and self-guided audio tours.



Tesoro dei Granduchi

Entering Palazzo Pitti's courtyard, bear left to the ground-floor Grand Dukes’ Treasury. Cosimo I was the first Medici to make Pitti his official residence from 1550, and treasures his family amassed are displayed in several sumptuous rooms. Amber carvings, ivory miniatures, glittering tiaras, gems and jewels dazzle. Lavish head-to-toe frescoes (1635–42) in Sala di Giovanni da San Giovanni celebrate Lorenzo Il Magnifico – spot Michelangelo giving Lorenzo a statue. ‘Talk little, be brief and witty’ is the curt motto above the painted staircase in the subsequent public-audience chamber where the grand duke's court received visitors. The silverware collections date from the Habsburg-Lorraine dynasty that succeeded the Medici in 1737.

Museo delle Icone Russe

The tiny frescoed pocket of the palace used by Cosimo III and his wife Marguerite d'Orléans as a summer residence from 1661 now shows off the Uffizi's stash of 16th- to 18th-century Russian icons – the largest collection outside the historical region of Ruthenia. Many were painted by artists working in the tsar's court in Moscow. Don't miss the twin-panelled Menologium (1730-50), a liturgical calendar depicting Orthodox religious feast and saints' days.


Galleria Palatina

Risk sensorial overload in this art gallery whose neoclassical interiors dating from the Napoleonic period jostle for the limelight with the world's largest display of Raphael portraits and masterpieces by Caravaggio, Tintoretto, Titian, Rubens and Van Dyck. The 16th- to 18th-century collection, amassed by the art-loving Medici and Habsburg-Lorraine clans, retains its original arrangement: scarlet walls jam-packed with jaw-to-jowl paintings in ornate gold frames.

Admire Fra’ Filippo Lippi’s Tondo Bartolini (1452–53) and Botticelli in Sala di Prometeo (Prometheus Room). The gallery’s sentimental favourite – in Sala dell’Educazione di Giove (Education of Jove Room) – is Caravaggio’s Sleeping Cupid, painted in 1608 in Malta, where he’d fled after being exiled from Rome for killing a man. The final Sala Bianca (watch for piano concerts here) is a glittering mirage of mirrors, chandeliers, stucco and Venetian mosaic. Traverse the bookshop to find Sala di Bona, resplendent in its 16th-century fresco dress. Cosimo I appears naked on the ceiling, holding a compass and square, symbolising his role as builder of the Tuscan state. Accessible from Galleria Palatina, the Appartamenti Reali (Royal Apartments), furnished as they were in the Savoy era c 1880–91, are closed for renovation.


QUICK BREAK

Palazzo Pitti's courtyard cafe serves a decent cappuccino, pastries and panini. A cafe will open in Boboli's 18th-century Kaffeehaus, with peppermint facade and romantic city views.



Galleria d’Arte Moderna

By ‘modern’, the Pitti’s powers-that-be mean 18th and 19th century: the collection in this 2nd-floor gallery is dominated by late-19th-century works by artists of the Florentine Macchiaioli school (the local equivalent of Impressionism).

[image: jpg]
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Museo della Moda e del Costume

A palace highlight, this revamped Fashion and Costume Museum is a catwalk strut through fashion split into two: the 16th to 19th centuries, and the 20th century to present. Thoughtful lighting and palettes set off the unique pieces – many by Italian designers – beautifully.

The chronological collection opens in 1574 with the semi-decomposed burial clothes of Cosimo, his wife Eleonora di Toledo and their son Don Garzia. Buried for centuries, the historic garments were removed from their coffins in 1947 and preserved.

Giardino di Boboli

map Google map

End your palace visit in these glorious gardens, laid out for the Medici in the mid-16th century to a design by architect Niccolò Pericoli. Sloping gradually uphill behind the palace, the southern limit proffers beautiful views over olive groves and hills: drink in the panorama from the garden terrace next to 18th-century Palazzina del Cavaliere, with a small museum of European porcelain.

Dozens of rose types blaze pink in the rose garden; 39 camellia varieties grow in the walled Giardino delle Camelie; and rare droplet-shaped Medica Florentina lemons soak up the sun in the 18th-century Limonaia (lemon house). Living up to its promise of 'il museo all'aperto' (an open-air museum), the garden has 300 fountains and statues – Neptune, Cupid, bathing Venus, frolicking monkeys. Many will be restored as part of a €50 million project launched in 2022 to save the garden's architectural heritage. Watch for an ice-cream salon to open in the palace overlooking the Prato dei Casteigni near the cypress alley.


MONEY SAVERS

Single tickets cover Palazzo Pitti (all its collections) and the Boboli gardens, but to visit both a combined ticket is cheaper (€22). Best-value is the five-day PassePartout covering both sights, plus the Uffizi (€38). Or aim for 'low' season (10 January 20 February & 10 November 20 December) when tickets prices are slashed to €14 and €22 respectively. Buy online or in person.






EXPERIENCES

Catch Sunset on Piazzale MichelangeloViewpoint

map Google map

Turn your back on the bevy of souvenir stalls on vast Piazzale Michelangelo to admire the city laid out at your feet. The iconic city panorama is glorious any time of day – come early-morning to avoid the crowds – but it is from late afternoon onwards, as the sky turns scarlet pink and sun drops behind hillside olive groves, that the real party begins. On summer evenings, expect busking musicians, occasional dancing and cocktail-quaffing crowds at terrace-clad Vip's Bar A statue of David – one of the city's two replicas of the Michelangelo original – also looks down on Florence and the ribboning Arno.

You can get a bus to Piazzale Michelangelo, but the 10-minute walk is dramatic and worth the hike up from Porta San Niccolò (map Google map), standing sentinel by the Arno since 1324. From behind the tower (open June to September, book in advance at musefirenze.it), zigzag up the monumental Rampe del Poggi (map Google map) staircase, past an artificial waterfall and grottoes.

Soak up Sacred Art at Basilica di San Miniato al MonteChurch

map Google map

Think of early-Christian martyr St Minius staggering to this hilltop Romanesque basilica, lopped-off head tucked beneath his arm, as you make your own way uphill towards the striking multicoloured marble facade. Basilica di San Miniato al Monte is just five minutes further on foot from Piazzale Michelangelo and sunset views from the basilica's elegant terrace are predictably heavenly.

Inside the atmospheric unlit interior, 13th- to 15th-century frescoes adorn the south wall and intricate inlaid marble designs line the nave, leading to a Romanesque crypt. Michelozzo, Agnolo Gaddi and Luca della Robbia contributed to the bijou Capella del Crocefisso in the centre of the nave. End your visit with a soul-stirring walk through the sea of gravestones, chapels and sculptures in the Cimitero Monumentale delle Porte Sante behind the church. Writer Carlo Lorenzini (1826–90), creator of Pinocchio, is among the many celebrated Florentines buried here.

Learn About Florentine Coffee Culture at Din CaffèCoffee roaster

map Google map

Delve into the Italian world of specialist coffee at Din Caffè , an artisan roaster hidden behind an olive grove and high stone walls on peaceful Via dei Bastoni. Small-group workshops (book in advance) at the third-generation roaster from 1939 introduce the coffee curious to bean sourcing, the art of roasting and foibles of Florentine coffee culture. For sisterly duo Serena and Benedetta Nobili, at the helm today, complete traceability from plant to cup is key. They roast beans daily and cool them with air (rather than water like their industrial counterparts) to preserve their taste and quality.

Pair your backstage visit with a pastry, lunch or cocktail at Ditta Artigianale (map Google map) on neighbouring Piazza Ferrucci, one of three coffee shops by the Gen Z micro-roaster who kickstarted Florence's specialist coffee scene back in 2013.

Find Romance in Giardini BardinoGarden

map Google map

Rustic 18th-century grottoes and mosaics, stone benches, an orangery, marble statues and monumental fountains: this quintessential 17th-century Tuscan garden invites romance with its seductive flowerbeds of azaleas, peonies and wisteria in bloom (April and May), sweetly scented irises (June) and dahlias (June to September).

Stroll beneath pergolas smothered with summertime roses to Villa Bardini (1641, map Google map), home to 19th-century antiquarian art collector Stefano Bardini (1836–1922) who bought and restored the estate in 1913. Works by Italian painter Pietro Annigoni (1910–88) are displayed in the small Museo Pietro Annigoni here and views from the roof terrace are swoon-worthy. Crown the romantic encounter with lunch at refined garden restaurant La Leggenda dei Frati, with stone loggia overlooking the Florentine skyline, and chefs Filippo Saporito and Ombretta Giovannini in the kitchen. Think a creative, modern Tuscan cuisine with desserts inspired by Michelangelo and Brunelleschi, and an all-out, nine-course tasting menu (€180).


BEST SUMMER POP-UPS

Spiaggia sull'Arno San Niccolò

map Google map

A sandy urban beach with snack kiosk pops up by the river each summer in San Niccolò, opposite Piazza Giuseppe Poggi. Beer- and cocktail-quaffing aside, watch for concerts, themed parties and cultural happenings.

Firenze Rafting

map Google map

View the Uffizi, Ponte Vecchio and other landmarks afloat – from a pack-raft, kayak or stand-up paddleboard. Sort kit and guides at seasonal kiosks on San Niccolò beach (firenzerafting.it).

Flò

map Google map

This glitzy lounge bar and nightclub reopens each May on Piazzale Michelangelo (May–September). Admission is free before 12.30am (men pay Friday and Saturday). Dress up – strict door policy.




Attack Art in Forte di BelvedereFortress

map Google map

Time-travel to late 16th-century Florence at Forte di San Giorgio, the city's spectacular hilltop fort, better known as Forte di Belvedere (1590–1600) for its bewitching belvedere or panorama. From the massive bulwark designed by Bernardo Buontalenti for Grand Duke Ferdinando I, soldiers kept watch on four fronts – as much for internal security as to protect Palazzo Pitti from foreign attack. From June to October, the fortress now hosts contemporary art installations and exhibitions – a must-see as much for their cutting-edge perspective as the brazen city views they revel in (musefirenze.it). If edgy art rocks your boat, pair a fort exhibition a digital art installation, exhibition or performance at Rifugio Digitale (map Google map), an upcycled WWII bomb shelter back down near the Arno at Via delle Furnace 41.

Hunt Down Urban Artworks by CletStreet art

map Google map

Look for a man stepping off Ponte alle Grazie into a void. The black metal Common Man (map Google map) sculpture by street artist Clet has been removed from the bridge several times by the city authorities in the last decade, but it always returns – to the joy of street-art buffs who can't get enough of Clet Abraham's hacked traffic signs and rogue statues. The French-born artist works from his Oltrarno studio. on Via dell'Olmo – buy stickers and postcards featuring his hacked traffic signs – and the immediate surrounding neighbourhood is an excellent starting point for a DIY Clet hunt. Stepping off Ponte alle Grazie onto riverside Lungarno Torrigiani, spot your first No Entry sign gone awry on the corner of Piazza de' Mozzi.

Explore Tuscan Scents at Museo VilloresiPerfumery

map Google map

Inhale fresh green olive, cypress, laurel and other indigenous Tuscan fragrances at this perfume museum, atmospherically set in the 15th-century family palazzo of Florence's most cherished perfumer. Lorenzo Villoresi melds Tuscan elements with ancient and exotic essences from around the world to craft irresistibly 'Tuscan' perfumes, scented candles and room fragrances in his artisanal perfumery. In a small courtyard museum and botanical garden (by advance reservation only), olfactory booths encourage visitors to activate their own nez (nose), learn how perfumes are created and explore the Florentine world of perfumery.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Cheese & Wine

Le Volpi e l'Uva €

map Google map

This humble wine bar remains as appealing as the day it opened in 1992. Think boutique wines, matched with Florence's finest crostini. Noon-9pm Mon-Sat

Formaggioteca Terroir €

map Google map

Italian and French cheeses paired with organic and biodynamic wines. Small-group wine tours too. 4.30-10.30pm Mon-Wed, 10.30am-11pm Thu-Sat, 12.30-9pm Sun

Garden Dining

Rifrullo € €

map Google map

This classic in San Niccolò is great for breakfast, aperitivi (fantastic cocktails) and dinner, but the real heart-stealer is its hidden summer garden. 7.30am-1am, from 8am Sat & Sun

Beppa Fioraia € €

map Google map

It's hard to believe you're in downtown Florence at this much-loved osteria con giardino serving steaks, roasts and burgers. Deep-fried artichokes to die for keep vegetarians happy. 12.30-2.30pm & 7.30-11pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Beer & Cocktails

High Bar

map Google map

This neighbourhood bar serves Italian beers, wine, coffee and soft drinks at fair prices. Owners Laura and Luigo set the friendly tone, as do '80s tunes and stuzzichini (bar snacks). 8.30am-10pm Mon-Sat

Surf Ventura

map Google map

Excite taste buds in this underground cocktail club. Ring at the iron door, fill in a membership form, and descend to cocktail heaven. 8pm-midnight Tue & Wed, 9.30pm-1am Thu-Sat

[image: img]
Shopping

Made in Florence

Farmacia dei Monaci

map

Biscuits, beeswax candles and skincare products crafted by monks at Basilica di San Miniato al Monte make beautiful gifts; the pocket-sized 'pharmacy' is beside the basilica. 10am-12.15pm & 4-6pm

Dhai–Studio Atelier

map Google map

Purchase urban art to take home at the atelier of Carla Bruttini – one of Florence's few female street artists – at Via San Niccolò 44r. Hours vary

Stefano Bemer

map Google map

Watch cobblers at work in this upmarket shop for gents where bespoke shoes come complete with sixpence coin embedded in the sole of the left shoe for good luck. 10am-7pm Mon-Sat






Explore

Oltrarno


The once working-class neighbourhoods of Santo Spirito and San Frediano, on the southern side of the Arno, have undergone a significant transformation in the past 20 years. The area's historic textile, woodcarving and bookbinding workshops have given way to interior design studios, boutique shops and bars. While an abundance of old-school trattorias continues to define the area, these neighbourhoods have embraced contemporary art galleries, trendy cocktail lounges and modern restaurants, attracting locals and visitors looking to step out of the historical centre. Despite some inherent contrasts, San Frediano and Santo Spirito are still among the most vibrant areas to explore. Creativity thrives and the urban landscape is constantly reshaped, especially during summer, when public squares, markets and street cafes fill up.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walking

Get a pair of comfortable shoes to explore the area in the best possible way. Most of Oltrarno is a low-traffic area: even non-pedestrian streets are easy to walk.

[image: icon-bus]g Bus

Buses run regularly on Borgo San Frediano and Lungarno Soderini, taking you to the eastern and western sides of the city. From Piazza Tasso, take bus 12 up to Piazzale Michelangelo.

[image: icon-cyclegif]q Bicycle

Movi electric bicycles are scattered around. Unlock a bike with the RideMovi App by scanning the QR code found on the handlebar.


THE BEST

STUNNING FRESCOES Cappella Brancacci

ANTIQUE MARKETS Piazza Santo Spirito

SUNSET VIEW Ponte Vecchio

SCIENTIFIC EXHIBITS La Specola

GELATO BREAK Sbrino






WALKING TOUR

Walk Oltrarno


Some of the best gelato in Florence, an endless choice of bars and restaurants whose tables spill onto the streets, and quirky artisanal shops to seek out one-of-a-kind items to bring home: the 'other side of the Arno' offers an odd mix of experiences, from hidden art to fancy eating.



START

Porta di San Frediano

END

Holy Mary of the Stench

LENGTH

1.5km; one hour
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1 A Majestic Entrance to the City

Andrea Pisano is believed to have designed Porta di San Frediano, the first point of contact with Florence for those arriving from the ports of Pisa and Livorno in the Middle Ages. Dating back to 1333 and measuring over 20m in height, this is the largest passage through the ancient city walls still standing.

2 Artisans’ Streets

In the postwar period many local artisans moved their workshops to Borgo San Frediano, as rents were much lower. Several galleries and workshops keep the artistic atmosphere alive to this day. Seek sculptures at Galleria Romanelli, lamps at Il Paralume or design items at Female Arts in Florence.

3 Gelato Stop

Turn right at Piazza del Carmine and cross the square. Enter the church to visit the Cappella Brancacci and then continue in the direction of Piazza Santo Spirito to reach Sbrino, one of the best gelato spots in the city, known for its selection of seasonal flavours and its variety of vegan options.

4 The Long-Forgotten Michelangelo Crucifix

Behind the facade of the Basilica di Santo Spirito, designed by Brunelleschi in the 15th century, hides a wooden crucifix that has been attributed to Michelangelo since its rediscovery in 1962.

5 A Wall of Lost Keys

Piazza della Passera is an ideal next stop. Walk down Via Maggio and spot the intricately adorned facade of Palazzo Bianca Cappello, commissioned by Granduke Francesco I de’ Medici to house his mistress Bianca Cappello. Take a right at Via dello Sprone to reach the triangular square, where you’ll notice dozens of keys hanging from the wall of the sandwich shop Schiaccia Passera. Sit down for a meal at Trattoria 4 Leoni.

6 A Grimacing Mary

Return towards the river through Via Toscanella. At the end of the narrow alley, look up. On your left you should notice the clay sculpture of the Holy Mary of the Stench, a bust of the Virgin Mary holding her nose. Local artist Mario Mariotti (1936–1997) produced the artwork in the 1980s and placed it above the rubbish bin that used to occupy this corner of the city.
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1Experiences

1Ponte VecchioH3

2Ponte Santa TrinitàG3

3Cappella BrancacciC3

4Sala VanniC3

5Giardino TorrigianiC6

6Museo di Storia Naturale – Zoologia La SpecolaE6

7Piazza Santo SpiritoE4
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EXPERIENCES

Stroll Through the Old BridgeArchitecture

Linking the city centre and the Oltrarno, Ponte Vecchio map Google map is one of Florence’s many enduring icons. Take a stroll between the 48 colourful shops suspended over water that rises unevenly above the bridge and notice how jewellery is the only product on display. This is by design: in the Middle Ages only butchers and fishmongers worked on the Old Bridge, but in 1593, Ferdinando I introduced a law that banned all businesses involved in 'vile arts' from operating there. The Grand Duke couldn’t stand the smell when walking through the Corridoio Vasariano – the elevated corridor connecting Palazzo Vecchio with Palazzo Pitti – and decided to evict all meat vendors. Only jewellers have been allowed since then, with their shops surrounding the monument to Benvenuto Cellini, one of Florence’s best-known goldsmiths and sculptors. Built in 1345 after the collapse of an earlier 10th-century bridge, 700-year-old Ponte Vecchio was the only Florentine bridge to survive the Nazi bombing of 1944. For the best views, step onto Ponte Santa Trinità (map Google map) to see Ponte Vecchio turn red during sunset.

Meet Renaissance Pioneers at Cappella BrancacciMuseum

map Google map

In the early 15th century, merchant Felice Brancacci commissioned two of the pioneers of Florentine Renaissance art, Masaccio and Masolino da Panicale, to decorate a chapel of Basilica di Santa Maria del Carmine. Cappella Brancacci’s cycle of 14 paintings, completed by Filippino Lippi, tracing the life of St Peter, became an emblem of the shift towards realism that characterised the passage from Gothic to Renaissance art. Today, the frescoes still stand as San Frediano’s most treasured works. To visit, enter via the door on the right of Basilica di Santa Maria del Carmine’s main entrance. Closed on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.

Listen to Contemporary Jazz in a ChurchConcert hall

Florence’s city centre has little to offer when it comes to live music, but a concert hall nestled in a wing of Basilica di Santa Maria del Carmine makes up for the lack of performances. Taking its name from Gian Battista Vanni, author of the 1645 frescoes that adorn its walls, Sala Vanni map Google map hosts a rich programme of experimental jazz artists from autumn to spring. Check what’s on at musicusconcentus.com.


Uncover the Mysteries of Giardino TorrigianiGarden

Tall walls surround much of Giardino Torrigiani map Google map, Europe’s largest privately owned garden to be found inside a historic city centre. Stretching for about 7 hectares between Via dei Serragli and Piazza Tasso, the monumental gardens belonging to the Torrigiani estate were designed by landscape architects Luigi de Cambray Digny and Gaetano Baccani in the 18th century, inspired by the English-style gardens popular during the Romantic era. Standing in contrast to orderly Boboli, Giardino Torrigiani’s forested grounds are dotted with masonic symbols; book a private tour by emailing info@giardinotorrigiani.it to learn about the initiation ceremonies people willing to join the Freemasonry went through in this mysterious park blending botany and esotericism. The southern edge of the property houses Serre Torrigiani, an open-air cocktail bar and restaurant, welcoming guests into the garden's fairy-tale-like atmosphere during long summer nights.

People-Watch in Piazza Santo SpiritoSquare

Lined with bars and restaurants, Piazza Santo Spirito map Google map has long been a favourite evening gathering spot for Oltrarno residents, especially during the warmer months of the year when tables spill onto the leafy square built around a 19th-century fountain. Stop here after dark for a drink at Volume, which regularly hosts live music gigs, a glass of wine at Pitta M'Ingolli (map Google map), or a tasty meal at Osteria Santo Spirito (expect queues). For a privileged view over the piazza, take the lift to the top floor of Hotel Palazzo Guadagni (map Google map) to reach Loggia Roof Bar. Every second Sunday of the month a lively antiques market takes place, expanding under the shadow of Basilica di Santo Spirito (map Google map), designed by none other than Filippo Brunelleschi in the 15th century. Enter the church for a close look at the 38 chapels adorned with impressive artworks including Pala Nerli by Filippino Lippi (1485–1488) depicting Porta San Frediano. In the sacristy, find the wooden crucifix believed to have been sculpted by Michelangelo when he was only 18.


La Specola Museum

To celebrate the 100-year anniversary of the birth of Florence’s University, La Specola (map Google map) museum reopened in 2024 after major renovations. The first scientific institution to open to the public in the city, La Specola has long been known for its precious collection of anatomical waxes commissioned by the Lorraine government to some of the best-known Italian wax artists of the 18th century. Impressing notable visitors including the likes of Goethe and the Marquis de Sade, this Enlightenment-style natural history museum blends art and science, offering a window into research methods of the past.



Admire Marble Treasures at Fondazione Salvatore RomanoMuseum

map Google map

The former refectory of Basilica di Santo Spirito houses a fine collection of sculptures, fragments of frescoes and architectural ornaments donated to the city by antiquarian Salvatore Romano in 1946. The delicate marble reliefs attributed to Donatello and the massive 14th-century fresco by Orcagna on the eastern wall of the museum are good reasons to step into this often-overlooked hall of wonders.

See Brunelleschi's Prototype for the DuomoChurch

Overlooking busy Via de’ Guicciardini, Chiesa di Santa Felicità map Google map is home to the opulent Cappella Barbadori, also known as Cappella Capponi. Filippo Brunelleschi designed the chapel in 1420 and while it may not be as impressive as other works by the architect shaping Florence’s skyline, the historical significance of this church should not be underestimated – through this experimental project Brunelleschi wanted to demonstrate the feasibility of building the Duomo without reinforcement. He succeeded; 16 years later the dome topping Cattedrale di Santa Maria del Fiore was completed. Adorning the chapel above the altar is Pontormo’s Deposizione (Deposition, 1526–1528). You’ll need to insert €1 into the light switch to see the bright colours that compose this striking painting.


The Reopening of Corridoio Vasariano

After numerous delays, it’s actually happening: the Corridoio Vasariano is finally reopening to the public in 2024 following over eight years of renovation work by the Galleria degli Uffizi. Connecting Palazzo Vecchio with Palazzo Pitti across Ponte Vecchio, the elevated corridor was commissioned by Cosimo I to legendary architect Giorgio Vasari in 1565 to allow the ruling elite safe passage between their residence and the government's offices. The Corridoio promises an entirely new art experience to locals and visitors, with a collection of Greek and Roman sculptures to be exhibited by the 72 windows opening onto the Arno. Check uffizi.it/corridoio-vasariano for updates.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Street Food & Light Bites

I’ Trippaio di San Frediano €

map Google map

Legendary street food spot. Lampredotto sandwich, tongue in green sauce, tripe...all the Florentine classics are available, if you can handle them. 10am-6pm Mon-Fri

Santo Falafel €

map Google map

For a break from all the pasta, try this beloved falafel wrap spot, steps away from Piazza Santo Spirito. The baklava makes for a great takeaway dessert as well. 11.30am-midnight

RAW € €

map Google map

As the name suggests, this cafe is all about uncooked, plant-based, nutritious foods. Wraps, pizzas, salads and burgers, plus smoothies and gelato. All gluten-free. 11.30am-4pm

Schiaccia Passera €

map Google map

A new sandwich shop in a city of many sandwich shops, Schiaccia Passera fills warm flatbreads with a dozen different combinations of ingredients. Eat in or take away. 10am-10pm

Gelato

La Sorbettiera €

map Google map

With two locations in the Oltrarno (in Piazza Tasso and Via Mazzetta), this gelato shop is known for making the best dark chocolate scoop in town. 12.30-9pm Mon-Sat, 11am-9pm Sun

Sbrino €

map Google map

The hyperspecific flavours pay tribute to the origin of ingredients used to make artisanal gelato in this wood-clad shop on Via dei Serragli. 1-11pm Mon-Fri, 12.30-11pm Sat & Sun

Gelateria della Passera €

map Google map

The space is tiny and the queue is long at this award-winning gelateria in Piazza della Passera. Scoops are on the small side, but full of flavour. Noon-midnight Tue-Sun

Trattorias & Osterias

Osteria Santo Spirito € €

map Google map

Expect to stand in line to eat at this traditional, rustic osteria. Half portions are available so you can try multiple dishes without overindulging. 12.30-2.30pm & 7.30-10pm Mon & Thu-Sun

Il Santo Bevitore € €

map Google map

Dimly lit rooms overlooking Via Santo Spirito from large street windows. Sophisticated primi (first courses), meat-heavy secondi (mains) and a curated wine list. 12.30-2.30pm & 7.30-10.30pm


Sabatino €

map Google map

An Oltrarno institution, this family-run restaurant has stayed true to its roots despite its popularity. Sit among locals and enjoy a changing selection of Tuscan dishes. Noon-2.30pm & 7.15-10pm Mon-Fri

Alla Vecchia Bettola € €

map Google map

Slightly out of the way, but worth the walk. With a rustic atmosphere and tasty food; make sure you try their penne alla vodka before tackling one of the hearty mains. Noon-2.30pm & 7.30-10.30pm Tue-Sat

Gurdulù € €

map Google map

Contemporary dining overlooking Via delle Caldaie. A deli-style counter welcomes you as you walk in, while homemade bread and pasta await when you sit down. Noon-3pm & 6-11pm, closed Wed

Dalla Lola € €

map Google map

A fresh take on Tuscan cuisine at this Oltrarno eatery, where tradition is broken apart and reassembled to make new memories out of familiar flavours. Noon-2.30pm Tue-Sat, 7.30-10.30pm Wed-Fri

All’Antico Ristoro di’ Cambi € €

map Google map

Historic trattoria known to serve some of the best Florentine steaks in the Oltrarno, running continuously since the 1950s. Noon-2.30pm & 6-10.30pm

Coffee & Pastries

La Cité €

map Google map

A favourite among the student crowd. People spend hours here reading and chatting with a cup of tea or coffee. 10am-midnight Mon-Thu, 10am-1am Fri, noon-1am Sat, 3-9pm Sun

Wild Buns € €

map Google map

To add an international touch to your breakfast, visit this Swedish-Estonian bakery in Via di Camaldoli where Italian espresso is served with a side of glorious, Nordic cinnamon buns. 9am-3.30pm Tue-Sun

Il Conventino €

map Google map

A place to relax with books, magazines and good drinks, Il Conventino welcomes an inspired crowd in the halls of a former convent. 9am-11pm Tue-Sun

[image: img]
Drinking

Live Music & Aperitivo Spots

Volume

map Google map

Set in a former woodcarving workshop, this bar comes to life after dark. Local bands often perform on the little stage at the back. 5pm-2am

NOF

map Google map

Local bands play multiple times a week in the recently refurbished NOF, the first live music bar in Borgo San Frediano. 5pm-2am Mon-Wed, 5pm-3am Thu, 3pm-3am Fri & Sat, 3pm-2am Sun

Santarosa Bistrot

map Google map

Hidden behind the ancient city walls, Santarosa’s garden bar is a prime spot for an aperitivo away from the crowds. 8am-4.30pm Mon, 8am-midnight Tue-Fri, 10am-midnight Sat & Sun


Late-Night Cocktails

MAD Souls & Spirits

map Google map

A neighbourhood cocktail bar making great drinks with a touch of irony. The industrial decor and welcoming bartenders will make you feel at home as soon as you step in. 6pm-2am

Next Door

map Google map

The latest addition to San Frediano’s cocktail scene is this extension of fine-dining restaurant Guné, where artfully mixed spirits are prepared for those looking to level up their drinking. 6pm-1am Tue-Sun

Rasputin

map Google map

The secret bar everyone knows about, speakeasy-style Rasputin is inspired by Prohibition-era underground venues, but you’ll still need to book a table if you want to visit on the weekend. 7pm-2am

Serre Torrigiani

map Google map

Set in a lush corner of Giardino Torrigiani, this year-round restaurant and cocktail bar comes to life during summer, when locals cool off around the greenhouse. 7pm-2am Tue-Sat, 12.30pm-2am Sun
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Shopping

Old Crafts & Contemporary Design

Antico Setificio Fiorentino

map Google map

One of the oldest still-functioning silk workshops in the city, showcasing a series of hand looms used to produce fine fabrics like it was done centuries ago. By appointment only.

Giulia Materia

map Google map

All of Giulia Matera’s quirky accessories are handmade here in Florence following a strict zero-waste policy. Browse through unique bags, pencil cases and notebooks. 10am-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 11am-7.30pm Sun

Castorina

map Google map

Frames, sculptures, furniture and more. Castorina’s hand-crafted wood creations range from the classical to the whimsical, testifying to over a century of carving in Santo Spirito. 9am-1pm & 2pm-7pm Mon-Fri

Books & Music

L’Ornitorinco

map Google map

This neighbourhood bookshop may not sell English-language literature, but it’s worth stopping for the inviting cafe and evening cultural events. 10am-1pm & 3-8pm Mon, Tue & Thu-Sat, 11am-8pm Sun

La Casa Della Stampa

map Google map

Hundreds of reproductions of ancient maps, botanical illustrations and anatomical drawings made with an old-school press on site and painted by hand by Sarubbi Lorenzo. 10am-7.30pm Mon-Sat

Todo Modo Dilà

map Google map

Florence’s first children’s bookshop is fully dedicated to illustrated works, with a treehouse in the back and weekly chess workshops. 10am-1pm & 3pm-7pm Mon-Sat





Explore Tuscany



Pisa

Siena



Worth a Trip


Climb the Ramparts of Lucca

Chianti

San Gimignano



Tuscany’s Walking Tours


Pisa

Siena




[image: jpg]

UMOMOS/SHUTTERSTOCK ©






Explore

Pisa


The Arno cuts through Pisa’s heart, twisting and turning to reach the Tyrrhenian Sea not far away. It's a reminder of the city’s long-standing relationship with water. Once one of Italy’s most powerful maritime republics, Pisa became an important centre of trade in the Middle Ages, when its navy roamed the Mediterranean sacking competing cities and bringing back untold riches. Today, Pisa houses Tuscany’s busiest airport and it’s often the first point of contact with the region for incoming visitors. Those who take the time to explore will learn that there’s much to discover beyond the Leaning Tower, starting from the narrow streets that intersect in the city’s historic core, linking contemporary art museums, Renaissance architecture and lively piazzas where the large student population gathers.
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Getting Around

[image: icon-bus]g Pisa Mover

If you're flying into Galileo Galilei airport, reach the city centre on the Pisa Mover shuttle to the railway station. It takes five minutes and tickets (€6.50) are available from the machine.

[image: icon-traingif]d Train

If you're arriving by train from Florence and plan to visit Piazza dei Miracoli, get off at Pisa San Rossore instead of Pisa Centrale. It's a 10-minute walk to the Duomo and Leaning Tower.

[image: icon-activitiesgif]2 Walking

Pisa is fairly compact, with most inner-city attractions easily reached on foot.


THE BEST

ARTISTIC ICON Camposanto

MARITIME MARVEL Museo delle Navi Antiche

LOCAL GELATO Rufus

GREAT VIEWS City walls

MEDIEVAL ART Museo Nazionale di San Matteo






WALKING TOUR

Walk Pisa


After a few hours spent discovering Piazza dei Miracoli’s marble treasures, leave the Torre Pendente behind and cross the whole city on foot to learn how different epochs have shaped Pisa. Starting from the historic centre’s northern edge, hop from Roman ruins to contemporary urban art scattered on both sides of the Arno.



START

Bagni di Nerone

END

Piazza Vittorio Emanuele

LENGTH

2.9km; three hours
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1 Bath Time, the Roman Way

About 500m east of the Leaning Tower, next to the 16th-century Porta a Lucca city gate, are the 1st-century Roman baths known as Bagni di Nerone (Baths of Nero). Their ruins are the last traces of the Roman era in Pisa. Despite the name, they were built at least two decades after Emperor Nero's death. Peek inside the Baroque Chiesa di San Torpè before walking south.

2 Palace of Knights & Great Minds

In Piazza dei Cavalieri admire the intricate facade of Palazzo della Carovana designed by Giorgio Vasari in the 1560s, once headquarters of the Order of St Stephen and now the seat of the prestigious Scuola Normale Superiore. Next to it is the 17th-century Palazzo dell'Orologio and the statue of Granduke Cosimo I.

3 Market Square

Through Via Ulisse Dini reach Borgo Stretto, central Pisa’s main commercial avenue since the Middle Ages, lined with loggias built under the orders of the Medici. Make your way to Piazza delle Vettovaglie, built in the 16th century to host the city market; it continues to function as such every morning (except Sunday), with the addition of many lively cafes and trattorias found in its perimeter.

4 Gelato Break

Once you get to the riverfront, take a right and reward yourself with a glorious artisanal gelato from Pisa’s renowned Gelateria De’ Coltelli. Take your cone for a walk along the Lungarno, and if time allows pay a visit to the riverside Museo Nazionale di Palazzo Reale before crossing the Arno on Ponte Solferino.

5 Gothic Delights

Steps away from the bridge is the little Chiesa di Santa Maria della Spina, a prime example of Pisan Gothic architecture that has been overlooking the Arno since 1230. This church once housed a thorn believed to originate from Christ's crown (now contained in a reliquary in Chiesa di Santa Chiara in Via Roma).

6 Urban & Contemporary Art

Continue walking east along the river until you find yourself in front of a bright blue palace standing out from the neighbouring architecture. This is the aptly named Palazzo Blu, Pisa’s main contemporary art museum. Check what’s on show, then follow Corso Italia until reaching Piazza Vittorio Emanuele. North of the square find Keith Haring’s Tuttomondo mural and in Via Pellico, steps away on the opposite side, is Kobra’s recent portrait of Galileo Galilei.
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1Top Experiences

 Piazza dei MiracoliC1




1Experiences

1Museo Nazionale di San MatteoE4

2Orto e Museo BotanicoC2

3Casa AmmannatiE3

4Museo Nazionale di Palazzo RealeC3

5Museo degli Strumenti per il CalcoloA3

6Museo delle Navi AnticheB4

7Tenuta di San RossoreA1




5Eating

8L’OstellinoC2

9I Porci ComodiC3

10ArtBurgerC4

11Pane e VinoD4

12Trattoria da StelioC3

13Al Bagno di NeroneD1

14Osteria dei CavalieriD2

15Cantina VasariC2

16NumeroundiciD4

17Trattoria Sant’OmobonoD3

18Osteria di CulegnaD3

19RufusE2

20Gelateria De’ ColtelliD3

21Filter Coffee LabC3

22Caffè Letteraria Volta PaginaD4

23Il Caffè dei CavalieriC2




6Drinking

24ScaccomaltoD2

25L’EtruscoE2

26Orzo BrunoD3

27La Dolce ViteD4

28JefferE4

29Punte PartyD3

30Via VaiD3




7Shopping

31Il Vecchio FornoD3

32Piazza delle VettovaglieD3

33Mercato di San MartinoE4

34L’Orsa MinoreD3

35La Galleria del DiscoD3

36Luna NuovaD3

37KeramìB3










TOP EXPERIENCE

Piazza dei Miracoli


The monumental oddity that is Pisa’s Leaning Tower draws thousands of people to Piazza dei Miracoli daily, but the UNESCO-inscribed square containing the Torre Pendente has more to offer than pretending to hold up the tilting cylinder. Stroll through the manicured gardens to discover some of the city’s most precious marble treasures.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Book your time slot in advance if you are planning to climb the tower, as limited spots are available daily. Getting to the 8th floor and back takes about half an hour. You are not allowed to take any bags inside (just a camera).

[image: barcode]

Scan for practical information and self-guided audio tours.



The Leaning Tower

Climbing up the 251 steps leading to the top of Pisa’s unchallenged landmark may feel a little unsettling, given that the tower looks like it’s just about to fall on its side. But the 56m structure has been tilting since its early days: medieval architects had already realised that the tower was sinking under its own weight in 1178, five years after construction began. The tower was completed in 1370, but only in the late 20th century has it been stabilised. While the Leaning Tower is famous for its design error, it would be an impressive piece of Romanesque architecture even if it were straight.

The Duomo

Pisa’s thousand-year-old Duomo, also known as Cattedrale di Santa Maria Assunta, stands as the city’s Romanesque symbol in the heart of Piazza dei Miracoli. Influencing the style of many later Tuscan churches, construction of Pisa’s Duomo began in 1063 to celebrate the successful expedition of the Pisan navy to Sicily. As you can read from the epigraph by the entrance, many of the materials used for the construction were acquired during that journey. The elliptical dome topping the cathedral was added in 1380 and a complete restoration of the interior was completed in 2018, bringing the golden ceiling back to its original splendour.


Museo dell’Opera del Duomo

Spread across 26 rooms, the vast collection of the Museo dell’Opera del Duomo exhibits precious sculptures that once adorned the cathedral. The Porta di San Ranieri, a bronze heavyweight completed by Bonanno Pisano in the 12th century and one of the few artworks to survive the 1595 fire, sets the tone at the entrance of the museum. Inside, find sculptures by Nicola and Giovanni Pisano and a collection of medieval liturgical furnishings. Splendid views of the Leaning Tower await in the loggia.


VISITING THE DUOMO

Visiting Pisa’s Duomo is free, but you’ll still need a ticket. You can enter by showing the ticket of any other Piazza dei Miracoli attraction or ask for a free pass at the ticket office on site.



Battistero di San Giovanni

Standing in front of the Duomo, the circular Battistero first appeared in Piazza dei Miracoli in 1152, maintaining its record as the world’s largest baptistry up to this day. Nicola Pisano worked on some of the building’s most outstanding features throughout the 13th century, including the intricate Carrara marble pulpit, showcasing scenes from the New Testament. It’s worth climbing to the upper floor to listen to the echo effects produced by the double dome.

Camposanto

Piazza dei Miracoli’s monumental cemetery was first established in 1277 as the resting place for Pisa’s ruling classes. Their tombstones and chapels were adorned with invaluable artworks, sculptures and archeological findings until a US grenade set Camposanto on fire during WWII. While some of the Greco-Roman sarcophagi stolen by Pisa’s sailors survived, most of the paintings adorning the cloister were nearly destroyed. Only 60 years after the end of the war did a major renovation project start. Among the works that were rediscovered, the most impressive is Buonamico Buffalmacco’s Il Trionfo della Morte (The Triumph of Death), an 84-sq-metre fresco depicting demons democratically attacking people from all walks of life. The scenes of horror are meant to remind watchers of their vulnerability.


QUICK BREAK

The restaurant scene near Piazza dei Miracoli is unavoidably influenced by the heavy tourist traffic. For a pasta stop near Piazza dei Miracoli, stop at Ristoro Pecorino, where both gluten-free and vegetarian versions of traditional dishes are available. For a sumptuous Tuscan sandwich, walk a little further to L’Ostellino.



Museo delle Sinopie

Learn about the process behind the creation of Renaissance frescoes by entering this fascinating museum showcasing a rare collection of sinopie, the preparatory sketches drawn on walls in red pigment before the final layer of paint is applied. Many of the unfinished works exhibited at Museo delle Sinopie were recovered by the Opera della Primaziale Pisana during the 2009 restoration of the cemetery and include preliminary drawings by Renaissance artists such as Benozzo Gozzoli (author of Florence’s Cappella dei Magi), Taddeo Gaddi and Spinello Aretino.


City Walls

Some of the most spectacular views over Piazza dei Miracoli can be found on the ancient walls that surrounded medieval Pisa. Stretching for approximately 3km, these walls were constructed in various stages between 1154 and 1284, standing among the oldest fully preserved city walls in Italy. It is possible to take a walk on the 11m-tall crenellated walls, starting from Piazza dei Miracoli and ending in Piazzetta Del Rosso. Tickets (€5) can be bought on site, although the walkway shuts down during rainy and windy days for safety reasons. Three entry points – Torre di Legno, Torre Piezometrica and Torre di Santa Maria – are wheelchair accessible.
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EXPERIENCES

Embrace Medieval Art at Museo Nazionale di San MatteoMuseum

map Google map

Despite housing one of Italy’s most valuable collections of medieval art, Museo Nazionale di San Matteo doesn’t receive much attention from visitors. The precious collection of paintings and sculptures produced between the 11th and 16th centuries – including works by Masaccio, Beato Angelico, Benozzo Gozzoli, Nicola and Giovanni Pisano, Donatello and Michelozzo – is contained in a former Benedictine convent founded in the 11th century overlooking the Arno. Closed Monday.

Walk Amid Botanical WondersGarden

Offering a pleasant respite from the summer heat, Pisa’s Orto e Museo Botanico map Google map is an urban oasis blending nature and history. Funded in 1543 by naturalist Luca Ghini under the orders of Cosimo I de’ Medici, it is among the world’s oldest university-managed botanical gardens. Centenary cedar trees, succulents imported from Africa and the Americas, and medicinal herbs surround the 18th-century Palazzo delle Conchiglie (Palace of the Shells), which houses the museum tracing the history of botanical research through a vast collection of herbaria.

Go Searching for GalileoHistory

Polymath Galileo Galilei was born in Pisa in 1564 and the city still proudly pays tribute to the Renaissance astronomer. When walking through Via Giusti, spot the plaque on Casa Ammannati map Google map marking Galilei’s birthplace. Another sign is found in Borgo Stretto on Palazzo Bocca, where Galileo’s father, composer Vincenzo Galilei, lived in the early 16th century. Nearby is the Palazzo della Sapienza, where Galilei taught mathematics and researched the astronomical theories that would become the foundation of his treatise Sidereus Nuncius. Galilei also climbed the tower of the Museo Nazionale di Palazzo Reale (map Google map) to point his telescopes at the night sky. Recently, the former municipal slaughterhouses have been converted into the Cittadella Galielana, which includes the Museo degli Strumenti per il Calcolo (map Google map), showcasing instruments and rare inventions used for astronomical research by Galilei’s intellectual heirs; find the Pisan Electronic Calculator, Italy’s first machine of this kind.

Discover Pisa's Long-Lost ShipsMuseum

In 1998, while excavating an area near Pisa San Rossore railway station, the municipality uncovered a large body of Roman ships that had been hiding below ground for centuries. Eight well-preserved vessels dating back to the period between the 3rd century BCE and the 7th century CE were unearthed, plus dozens of fragments of other ships used by Pisans during the maritime republic’s heyday. The discovery forms the core of the collection of the Museo delle Navi Antiche di Pisa, (map Google map) housed inside the former Medicean Arsenals. Featuring over 800 exhibits, the museum highlights the city’s relationship with the sea through objects used by sailors roaming the Mediterranean. Closed Monday.

Go Cycling in San RossorePark

map Google map

Covering an area of 230 sq km, the Parco Naturale di Migliarino San Rossore Massaciuccoli is a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve that’s home to horses, boars, deer and rare plovers, all coexisting amid the Mediterranean flora. Rent a bike at the San Rossore Visitor Center and dive into the vast pine forest populated by a variety of species. The core of the park is the 30-sq-km Tenuta di San Rossore , once the private hunting grounds of the Medici and later the Lorraine dynasties.

As you cycle towards the coast from the visitor centre on one of many possible itineraries – including the picturesque Via del Gombo – you may even spot some dromedaries. These camels have populated the forests of San Rossore since the early 17th century, when the Bey of Tunis gifted Grand Duke of Tuscany Ferdinando II de' Medici with the first specimen. The dromedary population declined but in 2014, three dromedaries were donated to the park and can still be found wandering in the wilderness.


Beach Day

If you feel like you’ve hit your maximum intake of culture, leave central Pisa to immerse yourself in the city’s natural surroundings: the coast is only a short distance away. Bus 10 will take you to Marina di Pisa in half an hour, where you can jump in the water or check out the trabocchi (wooden fishing platforms) at Bocca d’Arno (the mouth of the Arno). A little further away (but easily reached by train) is Torre del Lago, a long sandy beach backed by pine forests, which stretches north towards Viareggio.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Panini & Street Food

L’Ostellino €

map Google map

Pisa’s best-known sandwich shop is justly famous. The freshly baked bread brimming with Tuscan fillings is worth queueing for. Vegan and vegetarian options available. 11am-4.30pm Mon-Fri, 11am-6pm Sat & Sun

Porci Comodi €

map Google map

Steps away from Piazza dei Cavalieri, pick up a sandwich or enjoy one of the hearty stews on the menu with a glass of red on the side. 11am-10.30pm

ArtBurger €

map Google map

If you like burgers served with a side of contemporary art, get an outdoor table at ArtBurger, in front of artist Keith Haring’s wall mural. Noon-3pm & 7-11pm, closed Tue

Trattorias & Osterias

Pane e Vino € €

map Google map

Brings flavours from mountainous northern Tuscany and lush Maremma to Pisa, serving charcuterie, pasta and meats with carefully selected wines. 6.30-11.30pm Wed & Thu, 12.15-3pm & 6.30-11.30pm Fri-Sun

Trattoria da Stelio € €

map Google map

Stelio has spent most of his life in this old-school trattoria, serving a customer base that continues to grow after half a century of cooking up simple, traditional classics. Noon-3pm Mon-Fri

Al Bagno di Nerone €

map Google map

Presents itself as a pizzeria, although you should try their cecina, the savoury chickpea cake typical of coastal Tuscany. Noon-2.30pm & 6.30-11.30pm Mon, noon-3pm & 6.30-11.30pm Wed-Sun

Osteria dei Cavalieri € €

map Google map

The accolades from dozens of culinary guides speak for themselves. This long-standing osteria blends old-world charm with top-notch dishes from land and sea. 12.15-2.15pm & 7.45-10.30pm Mon, Tue & Thu-Sat, 7.45-10.30pm Wed

Cantina Vasari € €

map Google map

Unpretentious fine dining in Via dei Mille, ideal for those seeking sophisticated dinners without going too experimental. An extensive wine list complements the seasonally changing menu. Noon-2.30pm & 7-10pm

Numeroundici €

map Google map

No reservations, no fixed menu, no frills. Order at the counter, find a seat and enjoy one of the daily specials in this historic restaurant. Noon-10.30pm Mon-Fri, 7-10.30pm Sat


Trattoria Sant’Omobono € €

map Google map

This Piazza Sant’Omobono historic trattoria seems to be held up by a Corinthian column standing in the middle of the room. Enter for a delicious selection of traditional dishes. 12.30-2.30pm & 7.30-10pm

Osteria di Culegna € €

map Google map

With exquisite ravioli and a wide selection of meaty mains, this family-run osteria is a safe bet for Tuscan food done the right way. 12.30-3pm & 7.30-10.30pm Tue-Sat

Artisanal Gelato & Specialty Coffee

Rufus €

map Google map

Local organic cow's milk is the key ingredient of this artisanal gelato shop in Piazza Martiri della Libertà, but the vegan fruit sorbets are also worth trying – especially during scorching summers. 12.30-7.30pm

Gelateria De' Coltelli €

map Google map

Seasonal flavours are served riverside at this established gelateria, proudly using only fresh, local raw ingredients. Noon-7.30pm

Filter Coffee Lab € €

map Google map

Breakfast, brunch or lunch are great excuses to stop at Pisa’s first speciality coffee shop for internationally inspired bites, carefully brewed espressos and iced coffees. 8am-4pm Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm Sun

Volta Pagina €

map Google map

A space to relax in Via San Martino, Volta Pagina is a literary cafe built under vaulted ceilings. Hosts regular poetry and live music nights. 3pm-midnight Tue-Fri, noon-midnight Sat & Sun

Il Caffè dei Cavalieri € €

map Google map

Come for a light Italian breakfast before seeing the sights, then return in the evening for a glass of prosecco before dinner. 7.30am-8pm Mon-Thu, 7.30am-9pm Fri & Sat

[image: img]
Drinking

Craft Beers & Local Wines

Scaccomalto

map Google map

People come for craft beers and stay for the pub food. Furnishings are all handmade, just like their delicious beers. Try their Boy Scout stout. 6pm-1am Sun-Thu, 6pm-1.30am Fri & Sat

L’Etrusco

map Google map

Whether you’re into wine or beer, l’Etrusco has something for you. Selected drinks from small-scale local producers let you try Tuscany’s many different flavours. 5pm-1am Mon-Thu, 5pm-2am Fri, noon-2am Sat, noon-1am Sun

Orzo Bruno

map Google map

These beer-makers have two decades of experience and half a dozen varieties on tap. Try in one or multiple sessions – your call. 6pm-1am Mon-Thu & Sun, 6pm-1.30pm Fri & Sat


La Dolce Vite

map Google map

In quiet Piazza Chiara Gambacorti, this enoteca lets you pair a vast selection of Tuscan wines with bruschettas brimming with many tasty toppings. 5.30pm-midnight Mon-Sat

Cocktails

Jeffer

map Google map

Pisa’s best cocktail bar is located on the Lungarno, minutes from the city centre. Enter the funky atmosphere of this neon-lit lounge for a nightcap mixed the right way. 6pm-1am

Punte Party

map Google map

Friendly staff, cheap cocktails and the music's good. Head to this Piazza delle Vettovaglie bar before dinner for an uplifting aperitivo. 6pm-1am Mon-Thu & Sun, 6pm-1.30am Fri & Sat

Via Vai

map Google map

Add a tasting session of wines made in Pisa’s surroundings to your city tour, or stop for an internationally inspired cocktail. Near Piazza Cairoli. 5.30pm-1am Tue-Sun

[image: img]
Shopping

Tasty Souvenirs & Markets

Il Vecchio Forno

map Google map

Nestled in one of Pisa’s backstreets, this local bakery has been baking traditional sweets for 30 years. Get yourself some cantucci to take home. 10am-2pm & 5-8pm Mon-Sat

Mercato delle Vettovaglie

map Google map

Pisa’s historic market gathers fruit and vegetable vendors to central Piazza delle Vettovaglie every day except Sunday. 7.30am-2pm

Mercato di San Martino

map Google map

Every Wednesday and Saturday morning, vendors set up their stalls in Via San Martino to sell secondhand clothing, vintage items and accessories.

Books & Music

L’Orsa Minore

map Google map

An inspiring independent bookshop specialising in (mostly Italian) travel literature and maps, located steps away from Borgo Stretto in Via Mercanti. 4-9pm Mon, 10.30am-9pm Tue-Sun

La Galleria del Disco

map Google map

Find rare and new records, plus CDs, DVDs and band T-shirts, in this music shop in the heart of the city. 9am-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 11am-7.30pm Sun

Jewellery & Ceramics

Luna Nuova

map Google map

Bring Tuscany back home with a pair of cypress earrings from this Piazza Sant'Omobono workshop making handcrafted jewellery that evokes countryside landscapes and vistas. Tue-Sat 10am-1pm & 4-7.30pm

Keramì

map Google map

Run by the Cobalto cultural association, Keramì functions as both a ceramics workshops and an atelier exhibiting the work of local artists. Try your hand at pottery-making or browse the collection. 2-7pm, closed Tue & Sun





WORTH A TRIP

Climb the Ramparts of Lucca


The only Tuscan city to never fall under the rule of the Medici dynasty, charming Lucca developed in the Middle Ages as a crucial junction of the Via Francigena pilgrim route. Fiercely independent up until the end of the 18th century, its unique character emerges as you step inside its monumental walls. Cross the city gates to find traces of the Roman era, Gothic and Romanesque churches, Baroque villas and contemporary art spaces.
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PLANNING TIP

Regional trains to Lucca depart from Florence's Santa Maria Novella station approximately every 20 minutes. The trip takes 1¼ hours to 1¾ hours, depending on the train, and costs €8.40.

[image: barcode]

Scan for practical information and self-guided audio tours.



City Walls

For over 500 years the walls of Lucca have protected its historic centre. Reaching 12m in height and partially covered by lush greenery, the 16th-century ramparts are among Europe’s best. A favourite passeggiata (stroll) space for locals, the ramparts can also be explored by bike. Rent one at Biciclette Poli (biciclettepoli.com) and follow the 4km path offering city views.

Cattedrale di San Martino

A striking example of Romanesque architecture, Lucca’s Duomo has been an important pilgrimage destination since the Middle Ages. The 11th-century facade, formed by three portals opening under the statue of St Martin, hides the Volto Santo – a crucifix sculpted between the 8th and 9th centuries.

Towers of Power

More than 250 towers marked Lucca’s medieval skyline, showing the wealth of the city's competing families. Today, only two remain: Torre delle Ore and Torre Guinigi. The 50m-high Torre delle Ore has 207 wooden steps that take you up behind the clock mechanism developed by Swiss engineers in the 18th century. The Torre Guinigi is crowned by seven oak trees overlooking the city; while it's 5m shorter than Torre delle Ore, you’ll need to climb 230 steps.


Piazza dell’Anfiteatro

This elliptical piazza lined with bars, cafes and restaurants is unlike any other in Tuscany. Built in the 19th century by Lorenzo Nottolini, the piazza sits on the remains of a Roman amphitheatre from the 1st or 2nd century CE. It's accessed through four small gates, making the first encounter with the colourful homes encircling the square even more surprising.

Palazzo Pfanner

Visit this elegant palace built in the 17th century for a family of silk merchants, following the Baroque aesthetic of the time. Climb the monumental staircase to reach the central hall, frescoed in 1720 by Pietro Paolo Scorsini, and tour the rooms adorned with antiques before exiting into the geometrically styled garden.


LUNCH BREAK

For lunch, stop at Gli Orti di Via Elisa, where seasonal dishes including gourmet pizzas are made with locally sourced ingredients and served in a cosy spot between Torre Guinigi and Porta Elisa.








Explore

Siena


Meet medieval Florence's arch-enemy: handsome Siena, with a preserved-in-amber medieval heart and flush of world-class art. Effectively an open-air Gothic museum, this is a soulful city that hits you hard. It's small, and it is possible to visit the main sights on a day trip from the Tuscan capital. But to revel in the intimate quirks and compelling backstories simmering beneath a medieval menagerie of stone-sculpted insignia and fountains fed by ancient bottini (underground aqueducts), a long weekend is best. The city is made up of 17 contrade (districts), divided across three terzi or historical areas (Città, San Martino and Camollia). Each contrada has its own chapel, emblem, motto and colours, celebrated each year at the wild Il Palio. Be warned: Siena has more to take in than first meets the eye.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-bus]g Bus

Arriving by bus from Florence, alight at bus hub Piazza Gramsci. Ticket machines here rarely work; buy tickets back to Florence (€9.30) at Tabaccheria La Lizza. Count 10 minutes on foot to Piazza del Campo along Via dei Montanini.

[image: icon-traingif]d Train

The station is 2km north of the centre. Hop on the free scala mobile (escalator) to Viale Vittorio Emanuele then walk, or take a bus from the Ferrovia stop in front of the station to Piazza del Sale in the historic centre.


THE BEST

ART & ARCHITECTURE Duomo

LOCAL LIFE Piazza del Campo

FESTIVAL Il Palio

CONTRADA MUSEUM Museo della Contrada Priora della Civetta

CULINARY HERITAGE Il Magnifico






WALKING TOUR

Walk Siena


The diminutive size and undulating terrain of this medieval tour de force comes as a surprise to many Siena first-timers. Amble between contrade (districts) to soak up a sense of the city's three hills and mesh of time-warp streets, squares and vicoli (alleys), strung like a cobweb around lifeblood Piazza del Campo.



START

Croce del Travaglio

END

Duomo

LENGTH

2.5km; two hours
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1 Ancient Beginnings

Cut up the steps by Bar Il Palio to Croce del Travaglio, the piazza where Siena's three 'birth' streets meet: Via di Città, Banchi di Sopra and Banchi di Sotto. The Via Francigena pilgrimage route has wound through here since the 9th century.

2 A Pilgrim's Welcome

Right nearby, from 1428 onwards pilgrims were welcomed to Siena at the arched, marble-wreathed Loggia della Mercanzia. Il Vecchietta’s sculptures of St Peter and St Paul lounge beneath magnificent frescoed vaults.

3 At Home with Catherine of Siena

Head up sloping Via delle Terme and left down Via dei Pittori to Santuario Casa di Santa Caterina, the home-sanctuary of Italy's patron saint Catherine (1347–80). Explore its peaceful porticoed courtyard and flower-filled atriums.

4 Bucolic Views & Catherine's Head

Head up the Costa Sant'Antonio staircase and duck left beneath the archway of Vicolo Campaccio – the locals' shortcut to Via Camporegio with dreamy views of Sienese rooftops stacked on the hillside. To eyeball St Catherine's head and a chain she supposedly flagellated herself with, continue to Basilica Cateriniana di San Domenico.

5 Hunt Geese

Backtrack and wind down Vicolo del Tiratoio to Fontebranda, a remarkable turquoise pool of water hidden beneath Gothic arches. Geese on house facades show you're now in Contrada dell'Oca, with chapel and meeting room at Via Santa Caterina 9.

6 Siena's Prettiest Street

Hike uphill, past the Via Santa Caterina's eye-catching rainbow of painted and brick facades. Turn right onto Via della Galluzza in the old dyers' district. Photos don't do justice to the medieval- to 19th-century arches propping up this unbelievably steep alley.

7 Beloved Gelato & Turtles

Join the local crowd queueing for Siena's best gelato at La Vecchia Latteria on Via San Pietro. Artist studios pepper this street and the community-run Museo della Contrada della Tartuca on Via Tommaso Pendola – yes, you're now in the 'turtle' district – is captivating. Don't miss the ornate, street-side baptismal font (every contrada has one).

8 Architectural Elegance

Loop north to the Duomo via steep Via de Castelvecchio and elegant Via Stalloreggi. Log Duccio di Buoninsegna's former studio at No 91.





[image: map]





1Top Experiences

 Piazza del CampoC3

 Cathedral ComplexB4




1Experiences

1Pinacoteca NazionaleB5

2Museo della Contrada Priora della CivettaC3

3Il MagnificoB4

4Spedale di Santa Maria della ScalaA4

5Basilica Cateriniana di San DomenicoA3

6Belvedere di San ProsperoA2

7Prosperino BistrotA2

8Quarto BistrotB3

9Orto BotanicoC6

10Orto dei PecciD5

11Fortezza MediceaA1

12Sinagoga di SienaD3

13Fonte Giusta AcademyA1




5Eating

14Osteria Il GrattacieloB2

15Osteria La Sosta di ViolanteD3

16Enoteca I TerziB3

17Osteria da TrombiccheB2

18Pier PettinaioC3

19Osteria La Taverna di San GiuseppeC5

20La Vecchia LatteriaB5

21VenchiC3




6Drinking

22Caffè FiorellaC3

23Bar Pasticcerie NanniniC3

24Du Cose da BernaB3

25Accademia Musicale ChigianaC4

26Bottega RootsD4




7Shopping

27Angela CarliB5

28Trame di StoriaB4

29Brocchi 1815D4

30La Fabbrica delle CandeleB4

31Sandra KernA5

32Il GaleoneB2

33Antica Drogheria ManganelliC4

34Campagna AmicaB2










TOP EXPERIENCE

Cathedral Complex


Nothing quite prepares you for that first glimpse of Siena’s Duomo, one of Italy’s greatest Gothic cathedrals. Cradling a spectacular ecclesiastical complex (overseen by the Opera della Metropolitana di Siena) that includes a museum, baptistry and crypt. All are embellished with soul-stirring art, climaxing with an awe-inspiring sea of mosaics on the cathedral floor.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

You'll need a good half-day to see everything. To better digest the artistic pomp and splendour at your own pace, buy a money-saving combined ticket (€16), valid three days.
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Scan for practical information and self-guided audio tours.



Cattedrale di Santa Maria Assunta

It's no surprise that the cathedral's intricate marble facade, blending elements of Romanesque and Gothic styles, took nearly 600 years to complete. Giovanni Pisano kicked off the work in 1287 with three monumental doors topped by Gothic tympana, leaving the city for Pisa in 1296 without completing his polychrome marble gem in dazzling white, green and pink hues. The monumental interior continues the striped theme, stunning medieval and modern-day pilgrims on the Via Francigena alike with its bold black-and-white columns, pillars and walls.

Libreria Piccolomini

In the cathedral's north aisle, a door leads into this enchanting library, built to house the books of Enea Silvio Piccolomini, aka Pope Pius II. Its walls are decorated with richly detailed frescoes painted between 1503 and 1508 by Bernardino (di Betto) Pinturicchio and depicting events in the life of Piccolomini, including his ordination as pope. Nearby, on the Piccolomini altar, admire four saintly sculptures by a young Michelangelo. Some art historians believe that the sculpture of St Paul is in fact a self-portrait of Michelangelo, with the broken-looking nose referencing the injury that fellow sculptor Pietro Torrigiano inflicted on him out of jealousy when both were honing their art in Florence.

Pisano’s Pulpit

Moving towards the nave, the cathedral's exquisitely crafted marble-and-porphyry pulpit – a masterpiece of Gothic sculpture – was created between 1265 and 1268 by Nicola Pisano, the creative talent behind the famed carved pulpit in Pisa’s duomo. Assisted by his son Giovanni and assistant Arnolfo di Cambio, Pisano depicted vigorous, realistic crowd scenes, including the Last Judgment.


QUICK BREAK

Join locals standing at the bar in pocket-sized Caffè Fiorella for excellent coffee and a cornetto (croissant). The coffee granita with a dollop of cream is a wonderful indulgence.




Floor Mosaics

An indisputable highlight of the cathedral is the extraordinary inlaid-marble floor. Incredibly, it took five centuries for 40 different leading artists of the day – all Sienese except Pinturicchio – to craft the 56 huge panels dating from the 14th to 19th centuries. Historical and Old Testament stories are depicted in a variety of geometric shapes carved into black, white, green, red and blue marbles using two different techniques: graffito (white marble slabs chiselled with holes and lines infilled with black stucco and mineral pitch to create an image) and intarsia (a mosaic of marble inlay). Visit between June and September to view the floor in its entirety, partly covered up the rest of the year.

Porta del Cielo

View the floor mosaics from above on a Porta del Cielo or 'Gate of Heaven' escorted tour up, into and around the cathedral's roof and dome (closed January and February). Bird’s-eye views of the interior and exterior don't get any more spectacular. Tour groups depart at fixed times throughout the day and are capped at 18 participants – purchase your ticket well in advance from the office in Santa Maria della Scala or online.

Battistero di San Giovanni

Enjoy sweeping down the regal flight of steps behind the cathedral to access the frescoed baptistry. At its centre is a hexagonal marble font (c 1417) by Jacopo della Quercia, decorated with bronze panels depicting the life of St John the Baptist by artists including Lorenzo Ghiberti (Baptism of Christ and St John in Prison; 1427) and Donatello (The Head of John the Baptist Being Presented to Herod; 1427).


Cripta

What is commonly referred to as the 'crypt' was in fact a welcome centre for medieval pilgrims travelling on the Via Francigena, who would enter the rooms found below the cathedral to admire the 13th-century cycle of biblical frescoes decorating its walls. These hidden rooms, filled to the roof with debris in the 1300s, were only rediscovered in 1999. Lack of exposure to sunlight ensured the preservation of the murals' vibrant colours. Admire the Passion of Jesus and the Crucifixion.

Museo dell'Opera Metropolitana

Crammed with artworks originally displayed in the cathedral, the museum's stash includes 12 statues of prophets and philosophers (1285–87) sculpted by Giovanni Pisano to decorate the cathedral facade (those you see today on the church are copies). Equally notable is the vibrant stained-glass window designed and painted by Duccio di Buoninsegna (1287–90) and his striking Maestà (1308–11), painted on both sides as a screen for the duomo’s high altar. View the Virgin surrounded by angels and saints one side and 26 incomplete scenes from the Passion of Christ on the other.


ACCADEMIA MUSICALE CHIGIANA

map Google map

Watch for classical-music concerts in the duomo during two highly regarded annual festivals: Micat in Vertice (November–May) and Chigiana International Festival (Jul–August).






TOP EXPERIENCE

Piazza del Campo


Make this iconic sloping piazza, popularly known as ‘Il Campo’, your first port of call – the cinematic square screams 'Siena!’ A Roman marketplace and Siena’s social centre since being staked out by the ruling Consiglio dei Nove (Council of Nine) in the mid-12th century, it still hums with local life.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Scale Torre del Mangia on a bluebird day for a crystal-clear panorama. Return to the square at different times of day to catch the sun's theatrical play of light.
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Scan for practical information and self-guided audio tours.



Architecture

Linking to all three terzi (Siena’s historical areas), pedestrian Piazza del Campo has been the core of social and political life since the Middle Ages. From Gothic town hall Palazzo Pubblico on its southern side, red-brick herringbone paving radiates like a fan in nine segments – one for each of member of the medieval Republic’s ruling consiglio (councillors). Today urbanites lounge on the red brick as if it's red carpet, socialising, munching panini and admiring the square's distinctive architecture. Jacopo della Quercia's monumental Fonte Gaia (1419), on the northern edge, is a 19th-century copy.

Torre del Mangia

For Campo views, climb 400 steps inside this 87m-tall clock tower (1348) flanking Palazzo Pubblico. It takes its 'Tower of Eater' name from 14th-century bell-ringer Giovanni di Balduccio, nicknamed ‘mangia guadagni’ ('money eater') for his spending habits.

Quick Break

Little beats an Aperol spritz late afternoon on a cafe terrace on Il Campo's southern side: Bar Il Palio is wildly popular. Dining is better value elsewhere.

Museo Civico

Duck into Palazzo Pubblico’s Cortile del Podestà (Courtyard of the Chief Magistrate) to unearth this resplendent museum showcasing richly frescoed rooms by artists of the Sienese school. Commissioned by the city’s governing body, some of the frescoes unusually depict secular subjects. Its most celebrated are Simone Martini’s Maestà (Virgin Mary in Majesty; 1315) and, in the Sala dei Pace (closed for renovation at the time of writing), Ambrogio Lorenzetti’s Allegories of Good and Bad Government (c 1338–40).

Costarella dei Barbieri

The most photogenic Campo view is from the top of this stepped walkway, sloping upwards from the square to Via di Città. Peer up to admire the four-floor stack of mullioned windows crowning 13th-century Torre delle Sette Seghinelle, built by the Accarigi family. A century later they incorporated it into their new residence, Palazzo Accarigi.




EXPERIENCES

Admire Sienese Art at Pinacoteca Nazionale Art gallery

map Google map

Feast on the world's finest collection of Sienese paintings at this eminently elegant gallery, aptly at home in 14th-century Palazzo Buonsignori. Displayed here since 1932, the core collection was formed by Abbot Giuseppe Ciaccheri in the 18th century who took in the local 'primitives' simply to save them from destruction. It spans the 13th to 18th centuries, with Gothic masterpieces by Duccio (di Buoninsegna), Simone Martini, Lippo Lemmi, Taddeo di Bartolo, and Pietro and Ambrogio Lazzeretti. On the 1st floor, dedicated to the Sienese Renaissance, works by Giovanni di Paolo and Antonio Bazzi leap out. In Room 30 study Domenico Beccafumi's designs for the Duomo’s floor mosaic.

Watch the Legendary PalioHorse race

The highlight of the year for every Sienese is this spectacularly wild horse race dating from the Middle Ages. Colourful pageants accompany two races around Piazza del Campo – on 2 July and 16 August – in which 10 of Siena’s 17 contrade compete for the coveted drappellone, a unique rectangular painting produced each year by local artists.

On race day, from about 5pm, representatives from each contrada parade in historical costume, bearing their individual banners. Later, for scarcely one exhilarating minute, the 10 horses and their bareback riders tear three times around a temporarily constructed dirt racetrack with a speed and violence that makes spectators’ hair stand on end. If a jockey falls, his horse can still continue – and win. To watch Il Palio (7.45pm in July, 7pm in August), join the Campo crowds several hours beforehand in the square. Bear in mind it's not a tourist show, but rather a deeply rooted Sienese tradition of vital importance to locals.

Learn About Ancient Palio Rituals at Museo della Contrada Priora della CivettaMuseum

map Google map

The days leading up to Il Palio are filled with rituals dating back centuries. Ferret out compelling Museo della Contrada Priora della Civetta on backstreet Via Cecco Angiolieri to learn how the Civetta (Little Owl) contrada prepares for the race. You might well be moved to tears.

Admission is by donation and, if you're lucky, a museum volunteer will guide you around the labyrinth of rooms linked by narrow staircases plunging 10m beneath street level in places. Admire the costumes, drums, flags and shields bearing Civetta's emblem – a crowned owl on a branch – used in the historical parade preceding each race. Read the victory list celebrating 37 Civetta victories between 1581 and 2014 (the last time it won). See the stables where the horses are prepared, the chapel where they're blessed before the race, and the courtyard where they leave for Piazza del Campo.

Indulge Your Sweet Tooth at Il MagnificoBakery

map Google map

Lorenzo Rossi is Siena's best baker, and his traditional panforte (a rich cake of almonds, honey and candied fruit), ricciarelli (sugar-dusted chewy almond biscuits) and cavallucci (chewy biscuits flavoured with aniseed and other spices) are a weekly purchase for many local households. Join the queue at his bakery and shop behind the duomo, and you'll understand why. The third-generation baker's hot fried ciambellini (sugared ring doughnut) are a sweet highlight of carnival season in February. In November, his traditional Sienese pan coi santi – a rich, dense fruit bread laced with red wine, studded with almonds, leavened for 24 hours and baked in a wood-fired oven – is the star buy.

Follow Pilgrims to Spedale di Santa Maria della ScalaMuseum

map Google map

Soak up the ghosts of ancient pilgrims making their way slowly on foot to Rome along the Via Francigena pilgrimage route at this former hospice – a 10th-century hospital and orphanage that continued to assist those in need until 1980. The monumental complex is now a museum, exhibiting the wealth of artistic donations it received over the centuries from wealthy patrons and benefactors. In the upstairs Pellegrinaio (Pilgrim’s Hall), admire vivid 15th-century frescoes by important Sienese artists including Lorenzo di Pietro (aka Il Vecchietta) and Priamo della Quercia. Domenico di Bartolo's evocative Il governo degli infermi (Caring for the Sick; 1440–41) paints a great picture of the many good works and activities undertaken by the hospital. Jacopo della Quercia’s original Fonte Gaia from Piazza del Campo can also be found here.

Catch Siena in Sunset PinkViewpoint

As the sun sinks, make your way towards the austere hulk of 13th-century Basilica Cateriniana di San Domenico (map Google map) and beyond to Belvedere di San Prospero on Viale XXV Aprile (map Google map) where romantic views of Siena in pink unfurl. From this bijou terrace the sunset view of Siena's picture-postcard spires, towers and terracotta rooftops is unmatched. Couple it with a spritz aperitivo on the parasol-shaded terrace of Prosperino Bistrot (map Google map) here. On the same terrace, Tuscan sculptor Andrea Roggi's Circle of Life (2017) – a 3m-high sculpture of two lovers on top of the world embracing beneath an olive tree – only heightens the romance. Continue the romantic theme with dinner afterwards at Quarto Bistrot (map Google map), a sensational address with courtyard seating, well away from the madding crowds on hidden Vicolo Campaccio. Modern Tuscan dishes include slow-cooked ribs and sea bass with black cabbage. Order the Siena Sunset cocktail.

Learn About Jewish SienaSynagogue

map Google map

Learn the history of Siena's Jewish community – little more than 50 people today – on an insightful guided tour run by the Museo Ebraico (Jewish Museum), on the original women's gallery inside the town's Ashkenazi synagogue. Sheltering behind an anonymous facade, the sinagoga once serviced a community of 500. Functioning since 1731, its rococo-style interior with distinctive green-and-white colour scheme resembles an ornate church. It sits in Siena’s former Ghetto, established by Cosimo I de' Medici in 1571 and operational until 1859. Book tours online at jewishsiena.it.

Cook Handmade Pici at Fonte GiustaCooking class

map Google map

Learn the fine art of making typical Sienese pici (fat spaghetti), pasta sauces bursting with seasonal flavour and crunchy cantucci (crunchy almond biscuits) good enough to dunk in Vin Santo at Fonte Giusta Academy . Adjoining the same-name trattoria where huge slabs of Chianina beef are dry-aged for 40 days, the family-run cooking school is the pride and joy of the Chiarelli family. Their culinary skills and traditional recipes hark back generations.


BEST GREEN ESCAPES

Orto Botanico

map Google map

Bathe in tranquillity in this botanical garden, founded at the university in 1748 and moved to its current location in 1856. Sant'Agostino valley views are bucolic.

Orto dei Pecci

map Google map

Operated by a cooperative providing employment to people with disabilities or dependency problems, this 13th-century urban oasis includes a vineyard, cooperative organic farm and 'medieval garden' with herbs used in its on-site restaurant.

Fortezza Medicea

map Google map

Flee the tourist crowd at Siena's 16th-century brick fortress, built for Cosimo de' Medici and transformed from military barracks to public park in the 18th century. Picnic with panoramic city views from the ramparts and bastions.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Pici, Ribollita & Salumi

Osteria Il Grattacielo €

map Google map

Siena's oldest tavern, with just 16 covers, is as no-frills as the day it opened in 1840. Its name references the quaint low ceiling. Noon-3pm & 7.30-10.30pm Mon-Sat, noon-3pm Sun

Osteria La Sosta di Violante € €

map Google map

Feast on ribollita (Tuscan veg soup), hand-cut capocollo ragù (pork sauce) and steaks at this rustic osteria with sunflower-yellow walls, red brickwork and horse pictures. 12.30-3pm & 7.30-10.30pm Mon-Sat

Enoteca I Terzi € €

map Google map

Locals linger over Tuscan salumi (cured meats) and handmade pici cacio e pepe (chubby spaghetti in silky black pepper and pecorino sauce) at this red-brick wine bar. 12.30-3pm & 7.30-11pm Mon-Sat

Osteria da Trombicche €

map Google map

This two-room osteria is a brilliant mix of old-school charm (marble-topped tables, no coffee) and eco-conscious sass. Think beef tongue in ponzu sauce, lamb-and-snail tortelli and Tuscan 'ramen’. 7.30-10pm Mon, 10am-10pm Tue-Sun

Truffles, Beef & Porcini

Pier Pettinaio € €

map Google map

A favourite with the theatre set since the 1930s, this elegant restaurant by Teatro dei Rinnovati serves sophisticated dishes laced with Tuscany's finest fruits of the land. 12.30-2.30pm & 7.30-10.30pm

La Taverna di San Giuseppe € € €

map Google map

Tuscan 'tradition and creativity' fuel the refined cuisine at this local favourite. Ask to see the tufa wine cellar, an Etruscan house from the 3rd century BCE. Noon-2.30pm & 7-10pm Mon-Sat

Gelato

La Vecchia Latteria €

map Google map

Fabio and Francesco concoct and serve fruity fresh or decadently creamy gelato and frozen yogurt at their artisanal gelateria near the Pinacoteca Nazionale. Noon-11pm, to 8pm winter

Venchi €

map Google map

The vats of melted dark and milk hazelnut-chocolate in the window are impossible to resist. Dive in for a chocolate-doused crepe or gelato. 10am-10pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Coffee & Cakes

Caffè Fiorella

map Google map

Go local. Breakfast on a lighter-than-air cornetto (croissant) and espresso at the bar of this weeny coffee roaster, footsteps from Il Campo on Via di Città. 7am-7pm Mon-Sat


Nannini

map Google map

This historic pasticceria with spacious cafe on Via Banchi di Sopra has been Siena's go-to for decent coffee and traditional panettone, panforte, cantuccini et al since 1886. 7.30am-10pm

Craft Beer & Cocktails

Du Cose da Berna

map Google map

Enjoy funky cocktails made with Tuscan gins, 'Etrusco Nero' vermouth or IPA at this laid-back cafe-bar. Its long panino (sandwich) menu is equally creative. 11.30am-11.30pm Mon-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat

Chigian Art Café

map

Catch live music – classical, jazz, rock: anything seems to go – and cocktails in the idyllic courtyard of the Accademia Musicale Chigiano at Via di Città 89. 11am-8.30pm

Bottega Roots

map Google map

Artisan beer is the tipple of choice at this lively bar in Siena's student quarter. Check its Facebook page for live-music acts. 6.30pm-2am, from 12.30pm Sun
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Shopping

Arts & Crafts

Angela Carli

map Google map

Sienese artist Angeli Carli superimposes modern-day icons onto a canvas of 1950s magazines and newspapers to create bold, pop-art pieces. See her at work in her Via Stalloreggi laboratorio artistico. 11.30am-6pm Mon-Fri

Trame di Storia

map Google map

Scarves, hats and tops are among the colourful items handcrafted in mohair, alpaca, cashmere and silk at this traditional weaving workshop. Hours vary

Brocchi 1815

map Google map

Brass door-knockers may seem a strange choice of souvenir, but the examples made by Laura Brocchi are attractive, well priced and authentically Sienese. In the metalworking biz since 1815. 9am-6pm Mon-Fri

La Fabbrica delle Candele

map Google map

Handmade candles of all shapes, sizes and scents are the speciality of this candle maker on Via dei Pellegrini; 17th-century art inspires the Baroque collection. 10am-7pm

Sandra Kern

map Google map

Hand-painted silk scarves don't get lovelier than those blazing a rainbow of colour in Sandra Kern's backstreet atelier.

Il Galeone

map Google map

Siena's duomo, medieval history and the Tuscan countryside are among the muses that inspire the bold, handmade jewellery of Giovanna Giudici on Via delle Terme. 10am-1pm & 2.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat

Food & Drink

Antica Drogheria Manganelli

map Google map

In business since 1879, this upmarket drogheria (grocery shop) on Via di Città is the address for artisan-made pasta, jams, Tuscan wine, panforte and other sweet Sienese treats. 9.30am-7.30pm Mon-Sat

Campagna Amica

map Google map

Buy farm produce, veg, fruit, olive oil, fish from the Tuscan archipelago, cheese, wine and breads baked on site at this farmer's co-op. Takeaway pizza slices and panini too. 9am-1pm & 4-7.30pm





WORTH A TRIP

Chianti


When a break from urban Florence beckons, grab wheels and spin out of the city into a slower-paced, Tuscan tableau of vineyards and olive groves, stone farmhouses, thick forests, Renaissance villas and handsome stone castles built by warlords during the Middle Ages. Take your foot off the pedal and embrace Chianti.
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PLANNING TIP

From Florence's Stazione Leopolda, bus 365A (at-bus.it) runs to regional hub Greve in Chianti, 30km south, but having a car or e-wheels makes exploring Chianti easier and more rewarding.

[image: barcode]

Scan for practical information and self-guided audio tours.



Antinori nel Chianti Classico

Plunge into the historic heart and soul of Chianti winemaking at this strikingly contemporary cellar complex carved into a hillside vineyard, 28km south of Florence: 26 generations of the legendary Antinori family have made wine in Chianti for over 600 years. Guided tours (1½ to 2½ hours; €45 to €180) include tastings of Antinori wines in an all-glass room suspended above barrels in the cellar. End on rooftop restaurant Rinuccio 1180, with its modern Tuscan cuisine and unmatched surrounds of hills, birdsong and pea-green vines.

Badia a Passignano

A 10-minute drive further south, picture-postcard Chianti doesn’t get much more atmospheric than this 11th-century Benedictine Vallombrosan abbey, also run by the Antinori dynasty. Visit the historic church and abbey buildings, admire the gloriously bucolic views, and taste celebrated Antinori wines in the enoteca (wine bar) or neighbouring Michelin-starred Osteria di Passignano.

Panzano in Chianti

Placed firmly on the tourist map by celebrity local butcher Dario Cecchini, this hilltop town 10km south of Badia a Passignano is a must-stop for carnivores motoring the Via Chiantigiana – the name given to the classic Florence–Siena drive along the Strada Statale 222 that slices through Chianti en route. Sink your teeth into a perfectly cooked bistecca (steak) at Cecchini’s flagship, nose-to-tail Officina della Bistecca. Or go rogue with a succulent steak panino (sandwich) from the Cecchini Panini food truck, parked up roadside on the SR222. Pair the meaty experience with 10th-century Pieve di San Leolino, one of Chianti's most beautiful rural churches, exquisitely set on a hilltop just outside Panzano in Chianti with works by Giovanni della Robbia.

Eroica Bike Loop

Leave the asphalt behind and freewheel along the legendary Eroica, a circular cycling route kicking off in Gaiole in Chianti. The first edition of the now-legendary bike race saw just 92 cyclists tackle the gut-busting 209km and 3700m of elevation gain along Chianti’s white-dirt roads on vintage bikes. These days, 7000-odd cyclists gather on the first Sunday of October in small-town Gaiole to take part in one of the world’s most enthralling amateur races. To compete, rock up in vintage dress astraddle a steel-frame racing bike built prior to 1987 – or ride the Eroica alone any time of year at your own pace.

Rent wheels in town – regular or electric-assisted, mountain, gravel or vintage – at Il Bicilettaio (bicyclesinchianti.com) and buy an Eroica top and other vintage-style gear to look the part at achingly cool, retro-themed bike boutique La Bottega (bottegagaiole.it).


LUNCH BREAK

Feast in the handsome hilltop village of Volpaia with a quick lunch at Bar Ucci or traditional Tuscan at Ristorante La Bottega.




Castello di Brolio

Ten minutes south of Gaiole in Chianti by car or 45 minutes by bike, this 11th-century wine estate is Italy's oldest and one of Chianti's most influential. Home to the aristocratic Ricasoli family since 1141, the neoGothic red-brick castle morphed from defensive outpost to ground-breaking winemaker in the 19th century when Baron Bettino Ricasoli played around with grape varieties to create the winning Chianto Classico formula: 70% Sangiovese, 20% Canaiolo, 10% Malvasia. Learn more on a castle tour (from €30 including tasting; reservation required).
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Castello di Ama

Wiggle 12km west along the SP484 and SP408 to this 12th-century agricultural estate where centuries-old winemaking traditions meet cutting-edge contemporary art – think vineyards, winery, boutique hotel, restaurant and sculpture park. Book tours in advance.

Villa Bordoni

Check into this quintessential patrician villa, once home to wealthy Florentine merchants, and learn how to cook pappa al pomodoro (bread and tomato soup), your own homemade pasta and other classics. Cooking classes with Alberto aside, the boutique hotel stirs the soul with bucolic views of the Greve valley and a laid-back charm that’s impossible to resist.

KM Zero Tours

Explore deeper with Ariana and Alessio at KM Zero Tours. Ariana is a Chianti native and Alessio an Abruzzi transplant who studied agriculture. They live in Valigondoli, between Panzano and San Casciano, and run small-group tours introducing visitors to their wide network of friends, farmers and small producers dedicated to maintaining the countryside’s ancient traditions.


VIN SANTO

Visit during the September grape harvest, when vines blaze gold and white Malvasia and Trebbiano grapes are hung to dry for several months to produce Chianti's prized, nectar-sweet Vin Santo wine.







WORTH A TRIP

San Gimignano


As you crest the hill coming from Florence or Siena, the 14 towers of this Etruscan hilltop village turned modern honeypot appear like a medieval Manhattan. Look beyond the narrow, crowd-packed streets to find evocative architecture, fine wine and art, and a medieval soul stirringly intact.
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PLANNING TIP

Count on 1¾ hours to get here from Florence by bus (line 131), with a change in Poggibonsi (line 130). Consult schedules at Autolinee Toscane (at-bus.it). By car it's a 60km drive southwest.
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Scan for practical information and self-guided audio tours.



Medieval Meandering

Two concentric rings of defensive walls from the 10th and 13th centuries embrace San Gimignano's historic core, a key stop for medieval pilgrims following the ancient Via Francigena to Rome. Enter the old city through Porta San Giovanni (1262), learn town history atop a tower at Torre e Casa Campatelli on shop-lined Via San Giovanni, and swoon over the magnificently frescoed Sala di Dante, where the great poet addressed the town’s council in 1299 at 13th-century Palazzo Comunale. Climb 218 steps of the mansion's 54m-high Torre Grossa for spectacular views of the town and surrounding hills.

A Renaissance Pilgrimage

Renaissance artists left their stamp on this countryside town, which was wiped out by the plague in 1348. In 13th-century Chiesa di Sant'Agostino, admire Benozzo Gozzoli’s compelling fresco cycle (1464–65) behind the altar illustrating the life of St Augustine and, on the north wall, the saint protecting villagers during the 1464 plague. Track down other Gozzoli frescoes inside the Romanesque Duomo and art-laden Museo Civico inside the Palazzo Comunale. Also look for Filippino Lippi’s L’Annunciazione (1482) here.

Epicurean Tastings

If it's Thursday morning, mooch the open-air food market – look for local zafferano (saffron) filling Piazzas Cisterna, Duomo and delle Erbe. Climb up to the crumbling shell of a 14th-century fortress for valley and vineyard views, and tastings of Vernaccia wine at Vernaccia di San Gimignano Wine Experience. Don't leave town without a Crema di Santa Fina gelato from award-winning Gelateria Dondoli.

Modern Art

End your day in the sassy 21st century at Galleria Continua, one of Europe's best commercial art galleries that exhibits the work of big-name contemporary artists like Ai Weiwei and Daniel Buren in four fun venues: upcycled cinema, medieval tower, vaulted cellar and old-town apartment. Ask for a map to enjoy your own DIY tour of nine public artworks dotted around town, including Yellow Girl by Kiki Smith and Anish Kapoor's Underground.


LUNCH BREAK

Pair generously topped bruschetta with Italian craft beer at Echoes or Tuscan classics with fine wine in a palazzo cellar at San Martino 26, both a five-minute walk from the Duomo.
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Family Travel

Roaming around Florence with kids is not without its challenges. This busy city's smorgasbord of monumental art museums and churches renders advance planning essential to ensure smiles all round. Worst case: there's gelato.



Is Florence good for kids?

For bigger kids (six years and older), Florence's museums and monuments conjure up towers to climb, hands-on science, art 'treasure hunts', miniature trains and Da Vinci flying machines. Several Florence-based, specialist small-group tour providers cater to families, including Curious Appetite (gelato tour!), Freya's Florence, Context Travel and Molly Mcllwrath.




ON THE MOVE

Children shorter than 1m travel for free on trams in Florence. On trains to Pisa and Lucca, kids aged 4 to 12 years pay half-fare, and those under four travel for free on an adult's lap.
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Eating Out

Children are welcome everywhere. Families frequently go out in the evenings – as late as 9pm in summer when it's too hot to dine alfresco prior. Children's menus are rare, but every trattoria and ristorante has a handful of pasta primi dishes. Otherwise, go local and order pasta al pomodoro (pasta in tomato sauce) or pasta in bianco (pasta with olive oil).
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Admission Prices

Children under 18 get free admission to state museums. It's typically half-price for children aged four to 12 and free for kids under four.


MUS.E

Themed kids' tours and activities enliven Palazzo Vecchio, Palazzo Strozzi and other MUS.E museums.



Babies & Tots

Crowded stone-paved streets and narrow pavements are tough to navigate with a pram or pushchair (stroller), and few restaurants have the space to accommodate wheels. Bring a front sling or backpack carrier.







Accommodation

Florence accommodation covers all bases: party-fun hostels, family-run pensioni (guesthouses), B&Bs, boutique hotels and luxury palazzo hotels. Book well ahead.


Where to stay if you love…

Art, Architecture & Designer Shopping

Duomo to Piazza della Signoria Florence's medieval heart and fashionista salotto (drawing room). Boutique hotels in Renaissance palazzi and residenze d'epoca (historical residences). Classy dining.

Urban Buzz & Grit

Santa Maria Novella Busy transport hub, with direct trams/trains to Florence/Pisa airport and Italian cities. Budget hotels, solid shopping, a landmark church and Florence's largest downtown nightclub.


HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN

Hostel dorm bed from €35

Midrange double from €90

Top-end palazzo double €250




OUR PICK

We Love to Stay in...

Oltrarno

On the other side of the Arno, this is the place to stay for a touch of countryside. Stylish boutique hotels and a hostel with theatre and cocktail bar slumber footsteps from olive groves and historic gardens. By the river, artist studios, cafe terraces and cool bars inject contagious, laid-back panache.



Cheap Markets & Medici Riches

San Lorenzo & San Marco Twinset neighbourhood pairing university hub San Marco with San Lorenzo's Tuscan market flavours. Excellent hostels and good-value trattoria dining. David lives here.

Nightlife & Cocktail Bars

Santa Croce & Sant'Ambrogio One step removed from the tourist hubbub. Nightlife hub and epicentre of LGBTIQ+ social scene. Loved by locals for cafes, bars and food market.

Out-of-Town Romance

Fiesole A short bus or bike ride from town, amid cypress alleys and olive groves in the hills. Palatial villa hotels with dreamy views of Florence.







Food, Drink & Nightlife

Coperto

When eating out, a coperto (cover charge) – usually €1 to €3 per person – is automatically added to your bill. This covers a basket of bread (usually Tuscan, so notably unsalted). Count another couple of euros for bottled mineral water, either frizzante (sparkling) or naturale (still).
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HOW TO ASK...

Is this gluten-free?

È senza glutine?

Does this contain nuts?

Contiene arachidi?

Is there a vegan option?

C'è un'opzione vegana?




NO MEAT, PLEASE!

Despite Florence's signature bistecca di Fiorentina (T-bone steak), meatless dining is a joy. Traditional Tuscan dishes like pappa al pomodoro (bread and tomato soup) don't include meat. Excellent vegetarian eateries include Il Vegetariano, RAW and Brac. Sbrino is best for vegan gelato and Caffè Cortese 900 for vegan cakes and pastries.



Allergies & Intolerances

Substances that could trigger a reaction should be listed on menus, but always communicate your allergy clearly to be sure.

HOW TO SAY

I’m allergic to... Sono allergico a...

nuts/peanuts noci/arachidi

seafood frutti di mare

dairy products latticini

gluten glutine

How to… Pay the Bill

Your bill won’t be presented unless you ask for it – or it's closing time. Catch your server’s attention and say: ‘Il conte, per favore’.

Splitting the bill It’s common to split the restaurant bill 'alla romana' – in equal shares among all people at the table. Simply divide the bill yourself and indicate to the server how much you would each like to pay. Keep servers happy by everyone paying with cash or card, but not a mix.

Tipping Many locals don't tip waiting or bar staff. Visitors tend to leave about 10% if there's no service charge.


PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to the average cost of a meal comprising two courses (antipasto/primo and secondo), glass of house wine and coperto.

€ less than €25

€€ €25–45

€€€ more than €45




OPENING HOURS

Cafes 7.30am to 8pm

Restaurants noon to 2.30pm and 7pm to 10.30pm

Trattorias noon to 2.30pm and 7pm to 9pm Monday to Friday; some lunch only

Bars/pubs 4pm to 1am or 2am

Enoteche noon to 9pm




Going Out

Aperitivo Sacrosanct 'pre-dinner' drinks from 5pm embrace lingering with friends over a cocktail or glass of wine and light snacks. Tuscan crostini (bread or toast with toppings – warm, wafer-thin slices of aromatic lardo di Colonnato or pork fat are heavenly) are among the world's finest finger food. Or order a tagliere (chopping board) of mixed salumi, cheese or both.

Cena Dinner follows and fills most of the evening. Deliciously alfresco the moment the weather allows, it embraces at least three courses: antipasto (appetiser), primo (starter), secondo (main) and dolce (dessert), followed by coffee (always espresso).

Cocktails and dancing Florence's sassy craft-cocktail scene begins to buzz early evening with pre-dinner aperitivi and ramps up the pace after dinner. Cocktail bars stay open late, as do bars hosting DJs and live music like Rex. Big clubs such as Tenax are outside the city centre; Space Club is the exception.
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HOW MUCH FOR A...

Espresso at bar/table
€1.20/2.50

Aperol spritz
€7–10

Glass of Brunello di Montalcino
€12

T-bone steak
€40/kg

Lampredotto at tripe cart
€6.50

Takeaway panino (sandwich)
€4–7

Plate of pici al ragù pasta
€7–15

Gelato
€2.50









LGBTIQ+ Travellers

Florence is one of Italy’s most open-minded cities, with an active LGBTIQ+ community. Visit in early July when the Pride parade parties through Florence’s historic centre.


Activities & Resources

Love My Way (lovemyway.it) Social dinners, aperitivi, parties, club nights, art-therapy workshops: this LGBTIQ+ association does so much more than provide a valuable safe space and support for Florence's LGBTIQ+ community.

Toscana Pride (toscanapride.eu) The tour de force behind defending LGBTIQ+ rights in Florence; check for film screenings, conferences and July's Pride parade.

Altri Passi (facebook.com/groups/altripassi) Trekking group for LGBTIQ+ walkers, organising group hikes around Florence and Tuscany.

Azione Gay e Lesbica (azionegayelesbica.it) Works to defend the rights of the LGBTIQ+ community in Florence, Tuscany and beyond.

ArciGay Firenze (arcigayfirenze.it) The Florentine section of Italy's national organisation for the LGBTIQ+ community, with sister sections in Siena and Pisa.

IREOS Centro Queer (ireos.org) Voluntary organisation in Florence with health and documentation centre, open 6pm to 8pm weekdays.


OUR PICKS

Must-Visit LGBTIQ+ Neighbourhood

Nightlife-rich Santa Croce squirrels away Florence's two dedicated LGBTIQ+ bars and plenty more gay-friendly party venues. DJs spin tunes until 2am Thursday to Saturday at Piccolo Cafè, which typically only fills up around 11.30pm. Santa Croce's other historic gathering spot for the community is American-styled music bar Queer.




PARTY NIGHTS

From September to May, LGBTIQ+ night owls dance until dawn at Icon. Watch for dance parties, concerts and drag shows by Mamamia in Florence.




FLORENCE QUEER FESTIVAL

September celebrates this international LGBTIQ+ arts festival with films, photography exhibitions and live performances. Scan to download the programme.
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Queer Tuscany Tours

Delve into local LGBTIQ+ history on a guided storytelling walk through Florence (queertuscanytours.com), woven from tales of queer events that occurred in the Medici court and foreign LGBTIQ+ visitors exploring Florence during the 19th-century Grand Tour.







Health & Safe Travel

Florence is a small city and generally a safe place where the usual street-smart rules apply. Should you need police, call 112.


Street Sellers

On the Uffizi riverbanks and spots by other blockbuster sights, don't be intimidated by illegal street sellers flogging tacky David miniatures, knock-off selfie sticks, smartphone power banks, umbrellas the second it rains and bottles of water when the sun shines. They are generally harmless and a polite no is usually sufficient to ward them off. Don't buy tickets on the street or from any vendor advertising 'skip the line' tickets; use official museum channels to buy tickets.


INSURANCE

Insurance is not required when travelling to Italy, but it is recommended. Consider purchasing comprehensive insurance that covers both medical care and flight cancellations. EU citizens can get a free European Health Insurance Card (EHIC), which covers emergency treatments without charge.




Tap Water

Despite Italians' insistence on drinking bottled water, tap water is perfectly safe to drink.




QUICK INFO

Security

Lock bicycles; theft is common.

Earthquakes

Seismic activity is real, but most quakes in Florence are below magnitude 2 – you won't feel tremors.

Terrorism

Expect armed police and soldiers at train stations, airports and major tourism sites.



Extreme Heat & Mosquitos

Heatwaves are common in July and August. Call 1500 to check the daily heatwave alert. During periods of 'red alert', issued by Italy's Ministry of Health, temperatures can hit 40°C (104°F); stay indoors between 10am and 6pm, and wear a sun hat and loose clothing outside. Hot humid summers and mosquitoes go hand in hand.


PICKPOCKETS

Watch for pickpockets around San Lorenzo market, Piazza del Duomo, Ponte Vecchio and other tourist hot spots. Keep alert on buses to Piazzale del Michelangelo, Fiesole and the airports.









Responsible Travel

Follow these tips to leave a lighter footprint, support local and have a positive impact on communities.


Reduce Mass Tourism

Travel in low season October to March is a rewarding time to visit. Autumn ushers in epicurean riches from the surrounding countryside. Museum prices plummet in November and January.

Book registered accommodation Book hotels directly via their websites. Help alleviate Florence's chronic housing crisis by leaving self-catering digs to locals.

Stay longer Take time to explore beyond the overcrowded main sights and city centres in Florence, Siena, Pisa or San Gimignano.
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Hike, Bike & Scoot

Unlock themed DIY walking, cycling and hiking itineraries in less-visited Florentine neighbourhoods with Feel Florence (feelflorence.it). Download apps to use public-sharing bikes, e-bikes and e-scooters (ridemovi.com, bitmobility.it, helbiz.com).
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No-Waste Dining

Favour organic, locally sourced cafes, trattorias and restaurants making full use of Tuscany’s natural bounty of fresh, seasonal produce. Seek out restaurants and food products endorsed by Slow Food to support the region’s biodiversity. Reduce food waste by buying leftover baked goods, meals and food items via the Too Good to Go app.

[image: jpg]


OUR PICK

Light Up Your Life

Buy a Duomo-shaped candle from Florence Factory, hand-poured by the homeless at social workshopIl Candelaio using recycled candle scraps from the city's churches.



See for information on hiring bicycles.

Resources

● ambiente.comune.fi.it/sportelloecoequo Ecological and sustainable projects managed by the city of Florence.
● facebook.com/rifiutizero.firenze Zero Waste Florence
● facebook.com/slowfoodtoscana Slow Food Tuscany



SLOW FASHION

In San Marco, Bio Fashion Lab (biofashionlab.com) is a concept store and educational space promoting local fashion, ethical work practices and slow stitching. Swap clothes over aperitivo, learn to sew, or shop at activist fashion-brand pop-ups like Whispr (whispr2030.com).



Vintage & Handmade

Avoid mass-produced souvenirs (eg boxer shorts emblazoned with David's packet). Support independent boutiques and artist studios where you can often meet the maker. The range of handmade products is vast: a leather bag, ceramics, mosaics, a CLET-hacked street sign, a Paolo Penko gold florin, perfume inspired by the Tuscan seaside at Lorenzo Villoresi, vegan trainers by D.A.T.E. or handmade loafers by Benheart. Support Florentine designers and shop for pre-loved garments at vintage specialists like Tartan Vintage and Street Doing or at street markets.


DRINK PLASTIC-FREE

Bring a water bottle to refill at your hotel and public water fountains on Florence's Piazza della Signoria and other squares. Scan this QR code to locate fontanelli citywide.
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Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when travelling, and the importance of making changes where we can. Lonely Planet urges all travellers to engage with their travel carbon footprint. Many airlines and booking sites offer travellers the option of offsetting the impact of greenhouse gas emissions by contributing to climate-friendly initiatives around the world. We continue to offset the carbon footprint of all Lonely Planet staff travel, while recognising this is a mitigation more than a solution.

There are many carbon calculators online that allow travellers to estimate the carbon emissions generated by their journey; try resurgence.org using the QR code.
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Accessible Travel

Museum Access

Major Florence museums – including the Uffizi, Museo del Bargello, Galleria dell’Accademia and Palazzo Pitti – are wheelchair-accessible (dedicated entrances, lifts, special itineraries). People with disabilities and their carers can access Florentine civic museums for free. As part of Boboli gardens' ongoing restoration, an underground lift will make the gardens' upper reaches accessible.


OUR PICK

In Florence's Uffizi and Bargello art museums, Uffizi by Touch plaster models of artworks enable visually impaired visitors to feel their way around paintings and sculptures such as Botticelli's Birth of Venus (the Uffizi) and Michelangelo's Pietà (Bargello). Several exhibits include Braille captions. Get maps at museum entrances.

In San Marco, a sweetly scented olfactory path ribbons through Florence University's 16th-century botanical garden, Giardino dei Semplici. Tours by electric cart accommodating two wheelchairs can also be booked.



Getting Around

Ancient cobblestone streets and narrow or crumbling pavements make Florence's centro storico an enormous challenge to navigate. City trams and buses have ramps, and Taxi 4390 (4390.it) has wheelchair-friendly taxi vans. Ciao Florence (ciaoflorence.it) arranges wheelchair-friendly tours and transfers.

Airports

Florence and Pisa airports have staff to assist passengers with reduced mobility. Request wheelchair transport, ramps and other special assistance at least 48 hours before departure via toscana-aeroporti.com.


AT THE STATION

At Florence's Santa Maria Novella train station, travellers with reduced mobility can request a wheelchair to move around the station, and get assistance with reaching trains and luggage transportation at Sala Blu (near platform 5). .




ACCOMMODATION

The labyrinthine layout of historic palazzo hotels doesn't make it easy for travellers with disabilities. Large, modern hotels are usually better equipped and staffed to meet accessibility needs.



Resources

● visittuscany.com Select 'Plan your Trip' and 'Accessible Tuscany' for a three-day 'Florence without Barriers' itinerary, accessible museum listings and other travel ideas from Tuscany tourist board.
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Nuts & Bolts

Opening Hours

Summer (high season) sees late-night openings in addition to the standard hours listed; winter (low season) can mean shorter hours. Many restaurants, shops and other businesses shut completely between 6 January (Epiphany) and Mardi Gras in early February.

Banks 8.30am to 1.30pm and 3.30pm to 4.30pm Monday to Friday

Post offices 8.15am to 6pm Monday to Friday, until 12.30pm Saturday

Shops 9am to 1pm and 3.30pm to 7.30pm (or 4pm to 8pm) Monday to Saturday, 11am to 7pm Sunday

Supermarkets 8am to 8pm


QUICK INFO

Time zone Central European Time (GMT/UTC plus one hour)

Florence city code 055

Emergency number 112

Population 366,500



ELECTRICITY

230V/50Hz
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Aperto

Open

Chiuso

Closed



Smoking

Smoking is banned in all enclosed public spaces. Many restaurants, cafes and bars have a pavement terrace outside (heated during winter) where customers can light up.

Public Holidays

Anno Nuovo (New Year's Day) 1 January

Epifania or Befana (Epiphany) 6 January

Domenica di Pasqua (Easter Sunday) March/April

Pasquetta or Lunedì dell'Angelo (Easter Monday) March/April

Giorno della Liberazione (Liberation Day) 25 April

Festa del Lavoro (Labour Day) 1 May

Festa della Repubblica (Republic Day) 2 June

Ferragosto (Feast of the Assumption) 15 August

Ognissanti (All Saints' Day) 1 November

Immaculata Concezione (Feast of the Immaculate Conception) 8 December

Natale (Christmas Day) 25 December

Festa di Santo Stefano (Boxing Day) 26 December







Language

Fast Phrases

I don’t understand.


	Non capisco.
	non ka·pee·sko

	Do you speak English?

	Parla inglese?
	par·la een·gle·ze





	I’d like ...
	Vorrei ...
	vo·ray ..

	a coffee
	un caffè
	oon ka·fe

	a table
	un tavolo
	oon ta·vo·lo

	the menu
	il menù
	eel me·noo

	two beers
	due birre
	doo·e bee·re




What would you recommend?


	Cosa mi
	ko·za mee

	Consiglia?
	kon·see·lya



Enjoy the meal!


	Buon appetito!
	bwon a·pe·tee·to


That was delicious!


	Era squisito!
	e·ra skwee·zee·to


Cheers!


	Salute!
	sa·loo·te



Please bring the bill.


	Mi porta il
	mee por·ta eel

	conto, per favore?
	kon to per fa·vo·re




Italian Basics

Hello
Buongiorno.
bwon·jor·no

Goodbye.
Arrivederci.
a·ree·ve·der·chee

How are you?
Come sta? ko·me sta

Fine. And you?
Bene. E Lei?
be·ne e lay

Please.
Per favore.
per fa·vo·re

Thank you.
Grazie. gra·tsye

Excuse me.
Mi scusi.
mee skoo·zee

Sorry.
Mi dispiace.
mee dees·pya·che

Yes./No.
Sì./No.
see/no




Good to Know

Regional dialects are an important part of identity in many parts of Italy, but you’ll have no trouble being understood anywhere if you stick to standard Italian, which is what we’ve also used in this chapter. The sounds used in Italian can all be found in English. If you read our pronunciation guides as if they were English, you’ll be understood. The stressed syllables are indicated with italics. Note that ai is pronounced as in ‘aisle’, ay as in ‘say’, ow as in ‘how’, dz as the ‘ds’ in ‘lids’, and that r is a strong and rolled sound. To enhance your trip with a phrasebook, visit lonelyplanet.com.


SHOPPING

I’d like to buy ...
Vorrei comprare ...
vo·ray kom·pra·re ...

I’m just looking.

Sto solo guardando.
to so·lo gwar·dan·do

How much is this?
Quanto costa questo?
kwan·to kos·ta kwe·sto

It’s too expensive.
È troppo caro/cara.
e tro·po ka·ro/ka·ra



Emergencies

Help! Aiuto! a·yoo·to

Call the police! Chiami la polizia! kya·mee la po·lee·tsee·a

Call a doctor! Chiami un medico! kya·mee oon me·dee·ko

I’m sick. Mi sento male. mee sen·to ma·le

I’m lost. Mi sono perso/ persa. (m/f) mee so·no per·so/per·sa

Where are the toilets? Dove sono i gabinetti? do·ve so·no ee ga·bee·ne·tee


TRANSPORT & DIRECTIONS

Where’s …? Dov’è …? do·ve …

What’s the address? Qual’è l’indirizzo? kwa·le leen·dee·ree·tso

Can you show me (on the map)? Può mostrarmi (sulla pianta)? pwo mos·trar·mee (soo·la pyan·ta)

At what time does the ... leave? A che oraparte ...? a ke o·ra par·te

Does it stop at ...? Si ferma a ...? see fer·ma a ...

How do I get there? Come ci si arriva? ko·me chee see a·ree·va

bus l’autobus low·to·boos

ticket un biglietto oon bee·lye·to

timetable orario o·ra·ryo

train il treno eel tre·no




Numbers

1

uno oo·no

2

due doo·e

3

tre tre

4

quattro kwa·tro

5

cinque cheen·kwe

6

sei say

7

sette se·te

8

otto o·to

9

nove no·ve

10

dieci dye·chee









Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travellers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you are happy to have your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/legal.
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Lonely Planet eBooks make trip planning and
on-the-road travelling easier than ever

1. Discover amazing experiences
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3. Plan your perfect trip
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Zoom-in maps make it easy ! Offline maps mean no
i to navigate in a new place. data-roaming charges.
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