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The Journey Begins Here
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Venice is pure imagination. Think about it: a city of marble palaces built in a marshy lagoon. It makes no sense as a place of human habitation. Yet, in this liminal landscape, in the absence of cars, I feel more connected to other people than anywhere else. That’s because Venice only works by an act of extraordinary collaboration. Nowhere else is our contribution so urgently required because, make no mistake, Venice is the future’s frontline. With its heartbreaking beauty – constructed by human hands – it reminds us that we are not passive observers, but artists, doers and changemakers, too. Paula Hardy
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Paula Hardy

@paulahardy

Paula has contributed to Lonely Planet’s Italy titles for two decades, during which time she has explored every nook and cranny of Venice and contributed to dozens of guides on Venice and the Veneto.

Paula wrote the chapters on Dorsoduro & the Accademia; San Polo & Santa Croce; Giudecca, Lido & the Southern Islands.
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Julia Buckley

The former travel editor of UK publications including the Independent and Evening Standard, Julia moved to Venice in 2020. A fluent Italian speaker with Genoese and Tuscan roots, she writes about Italy, overtourism and accessible travel.

Julia wrote the chapters on San Marco & Palazzo Ducale; Cannaregio & the Ghetto; Castello; and Murano, Burano & the Northern Islands.







THE BEST

Architectural Experiences

Over the centuries, Venetian architecture has evolved into such a dazzling composite of materials, styles and influences that you might overlook its singular defining feature: it floats. It’s astonishing!
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Hop on vaporetto 1 to enjoy more than 1000 years of architectural history lining the banks of the Grand Canal.
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Admire the architectural ensemble of Piazza San Marco (pictured), featuring a Byzantine basilica, Renaissance campanile (bell tower) and Napoleonic palace.

Be dazzled by Palladio’s neoclassical Basilica di San Giorgio Maggiore and baroque I Gesuiti.

Scale the super dome of La Salute and the snail-shell staircase of Scala Contarini del Bovolo for memorable views. (pictured)
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Sit in a golden box with sweet cherubs and voluptuous nymphs for company at La Fenice opera house.

Pay homage to modernist Carlo Scarpa at Fondazione Querini Stampalia, where you can watch the tide wash in the basement.






THE BEST

Cultural Experiences

No one throws a party quite like Venice. From Carnevale masquerades to historic boat parades, year-round concerts, summer regattas and film festivals, the city’s calendar is packed, and few places provide such a beautiful stage.
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Watch the costumed Grand Canal parade as masqueraders fill the streets for Venice’s 10-day Carnevale.
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Check out thought-provoking contemporary art and architecture in the public gardens and Arsenale shipyards at La Biennale di Venezia.

Enjoy the extravagant fireworks display from a boat or the Riva degli Schiavoni during July’s Festa del Redentore. (pictured)

Cheer thousands of rowers as they race the Vogalonga to a hero’s finish at the Punta della Dogana.
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Plot out some premieres and VR stories in the warmth of autumn at the Lido’s celebrity-filled Venice International Film Festival. (pictured)

Attend Christmas Mass at historic Basilica di San Marco and herald in the New Year at La Fenice’s New Year concert.






THE BEST

Lagoon Larder Experiences

Garden islands and lagoon aquaculture yield speciality produce and seafood you won’t find elsewhere – all highlighted by inventive Venetian cuisine, with tantalising traces of ancient spice routes.
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Enjoy a strong sea breeze wafting over the superb Venetian kitchens of Riviera, La Palanca and Trattoria al Gatto Nero (pictured).
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Get acquainted with Venetian ingredients at the 700-year-old Pescaria and surrounding market bars, the best of which is All’Arco.

Don’t miss the traditionalists: Antiche Carampane and Al Covo. They are famous for a reason.

Start the day like a Venetian with a pastry at standout bakeries, like Tonolo, Chiusso and Costantini.
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Step aboard Mauro Stoppa’s boat Eolo on the island of Vignole for a unique lagoon dining experience.

Dine at beautiful Ristorante Quadri, above Caffè Quadri, Glam (pictured) and Local, where Michelin stars align over the inventive Venetian cuisine.






THE BEST

One-off Crafts Experiences

Venice has kept its artisan traditions alive for centuries, especially glass, paper, textiles and woodworking. Dip into backstreet studios to see skilled craftspeople make shoes, marble paper or glass jewels brighter than gemstones.

Go vintage-treasure-hunting at the Mercatino dell’Antiquariato, or explore the artist studios of Giudecca for their modern-day equivalents.
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Visit venerable master printer and book-binder Paolo Olbi and rising star at Paperoowl, Stefania Giannici.

Venture to Murano (pictured) to trawl glass studios and furnaces, then head to Burano for lace keepsakes at La Bottega dell’Arte.

Buy handmade silk-velvet at Tessitura Luigi Bevilacqua (pictured) or shimmering cushions at Fortuny Tessuti Artistici.
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Head to one-stop concept-shop Bottega Cini, which stocks only Made in Venice artisanal products.

Pack light with ink drawings from Codex Venezia, business cards from Gianni Basso or a tote bag from DoppioFondo.





THE BEST

After-Dark Experiences

The happiest hour begins around 6pm when Venetians go to their local bacari (bars) for aperitivi (pre-dinner drinks). Beyond that, the night can involve anything from jazz jams to palace concerts.
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Hit the best bar-hopping areas: Rialto, the canal-bank of the Fondamenta della Misericordia and locally loved Via Garibaldi.

Be dazzled by classical concerts in the frescoed halls of religious confraternities (scuolas) like Carmini and San Giovanni Evangelista.

Sip cocktails at Il Mercante, gin at Il Santo Bevitore or the flavours at Il Palazzo Experimental.

Drink where the doges lived in gilded Bar Dandolo, then go out for a night of opera at La Fenice.

Do wine tastings at Vineria all’Amarone, or just prop up the bar at excellent Estro and Vino Vero.

Visit prime summer-night drinking spots: Campo Santa Margherita (pictured), the Zattere and any Lido beach.






THE BEST

Renaissance Art Experiences

The number of masterpieces here may make you wonder if there’s something in the water. The reason is simple: historically, Venice looked after its artists so they had time to paint the whole town.
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Admire Titian’s altarpiece in I Frari, Venice’s most famous Renaissance artwork, and Veronese’s overlooked works in Chiesa di San Sebastiano.

Visit ground zero of Venetian Renaissance art – the Gallerie dell’Accademia, with 37 halls of masterpieces.

Tour Palazzo Ducale for epic artworks, including Carpaccio’s iconic Lion of St Mark and Tintoretto’s peerless Paradise.

See Tintoretto’s furious painting cycle at the Scuola Grande di San Rocco, which set the course for early modernism.

Seek out Bellini’s beautiful artworks at San Zaccaria and San Francesco della Vigna churches.






THE BEST

Modern Art Experiences

Despite the heavyweight history, Venice has always been a forward-looking city where commerce and culture happily coexist. Discover what’s on the horizon at cutting-edge shows and contemporary studios.

Attend the world’s most prestigious art showcase – La Biennale di Venezia, held every two years. (pictured)
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Meet Italian modernists in the baroque palazzo of Ca’ Pesaro (pictured) and the internationals at the Peggy Guggenheim Collection.

Learn to make glass beads at Muranero, try glass-blowing at Wave Murano Glass and see the modern masters at Le Stanze del Vetro.

Enjoy internationally acclaimed photography at Le Stanze della Fotografia, then sign up for serious workshops at the Venice Photo Festival.
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Ponder cutting-edge conceptual art, sculpture and video art at Fondazione Prada, Palazzo Grassi and Punta della Dogana.

Create your own graphic art on a printmaking course at Fallani Venezia or DoppioFondo.






THE BEST

Lagoon Adventure Experiences

White ibises perch on sandbanks and waters change like mood rings from teal to oxidised silver. Head out into this liminal landscape for extraordinary experiences.

[image: jpg]

Flamingos, Venice Lagoon | DOMINIK MEYER/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Find Venice’s origins on the island of Torcello, with its shimmering basilica, wild walking paths and quirky museums.

Taste the unusual Dorona wine, which the doges once savoured, at Venissa ’s picturesque vineyard on Mazzorbo.

Enjoy Renaissance art, contemporary sculpture, Palladian architecture and glass and photography exhibits on Isola di San Giorgio Maggiore.

Spot ibises and flamingos on a northern lagoon adventure with Venice Bird Watching. Learn to row standing up, Venetian-style, with Row Venice.

Adventure south from the Lido to rural Pellestrina to see the huge sea walls and dine with fisherfolk.








Best for Kids

Climb clock towers, campanili (bell towers) and domes for thrilling views at the Torre dell’Orologio, Basilica di San Giorgio Maggiore and La Salute.

Ride the vaporetto (small passenger ferry) down the Grand Canal and cycle the Lido in summer – those views never get old.

Gorge on Pasticceria Tonolo’s Marsala-cream-filled doughnuts, then follow up with a slab of hazelnut ice cream at Gelateria Nico.

Buy cool kid-friendly souvenirs at Signor Blum and Ponte dei Sogni. Older kids can make their own at Fallani Venezia.

Get crafty on a mask-making course at Ca’ Macana or Ca’ del Sol, or watch Murano glass masters at Wave Murano Glass.





Best for Free

Take a walking tour, particularly in palace-rich San Marco – UNESCO considers the whole city a work of art.

Enjoy free access to the Gallerie dell’Accademia and all civic museums on the first Sunday of the month.

Take a morning jog with lagoon views along the Zattere, or promenade with pink-hued sunsets along Riva degli Schiavoni.

Find fabulous masterpieces in the churches of San Zaccaria, San Pantalon, La Salute and San Lazzaro dei Mendicanti.

Wander to the sculpture park of San Servolo, the haunting cemetery of San Michele and the wild beach of Alberoni.






Three Perfect Days

Why bother with time machines? A walk across Venice takes you from Byzantium to the Renaissance, from Vivaldi to video art installations in contemporary galleries. These itineraries will get you started.
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DAY ONE

Only Have One Day?

Morning

Start this busy day with an espresso at Gran Caffè Quadri (pictured) before blitzing Piazza San Marco’s basilica, clock tower and Campanile. Take a well-earned break at L’Ombra del Leone for lunch.

Afternoon

Catch a vaporetto (small passenger ferry) and cruise up the Grand Canal past La Salute to Gallerie dell’Accademia. Snap a photo on the bridge, then tour this repository of Venice’s Renaissance masterpieces.

Evening

If it’s hot, head to Nico for ice cream with a view, otherwise wind down at Osteria al Squero, admiring the gondolas in the boatyard opposite. Dine at Adriatica in Il Palazzo Experimental.
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DAY TWO

A Weekend Trip

Morning

Start early browsing and shopping at the Rialto Market (pictured). Join locals for a morning prosecco at Bancogiro and cicchetti (Venetian tapas) at All’Arco. Then meander to I Frari to see Titian’s altarpiece and the Scuola Grande di San Rocco for jaw-dropping Tintoretto works.

Afternoon

After a superior sandwich at Bar Ai Nomboli, take a vaporetto to modern-art heaven at the Peggy Guggenheim Collection. Continue to La Salute for vespers and views.

Evening

Retrace your steps to lively Campo Santa Margherita for an aperitivo (pre-dinner drink) in the sun. Linger here grazing on cicchetti or head to Stappo for contemporary Venetian cuisine.
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DAY THREE

A Short Break

Morning

Start with coffee and pastries at Rosa Salva, then tour the epic Zanipolo basilica. Afterwards, seek out Negroponte’s Madonna and Child in the Chiesa di San Francesco della Vigna (pictured) and the marble marvel of Santa Maria dei Miracoli.

AFTERNOON

Canal-hop to Fondamenta della Misericordia for lunch in the sun at one of its bars. Then tour historic Ghetto synagogues. Later, consider a gondola ride down Cannaregio’s long canals.

EVENING

Choose between aperitivi at Vini da Gigio, dinner at Venetika or a night of opera at Venice’s jewel-box theatre, La Fenice.

[image: jpg]

SEDMAK/ GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO ©




If You Have More Time

Billionnaire François Pinault puts on provocative contemporary shows at the Grand Canal’s Palazzo Grassi and Punta della Dogana, Dorsoduro’s old customs warehouse. Choose one to start the day. Pop into I Gesuati church for Tiepolo’s heavenly ceiling scene before taking a vaporetto to Giudecca for lunch at La Palanca.

Later, walk along the embankment, enjoying the views of San Marco across the water. Take a vaporetto to Isola di San Giorgio Maggiore with its dazzling Palladio basilica and monastery turned cultural centre, Fondazione Giorgio Cini. Check out the Tintoretto artwork by the altar and climb the bell tower. Then tour the park or see contemporary glass and photography shows at Le Stanze del Vetro and Le Stanze della Fotografia.

In winter, return to Castello for drinks at La Barrique and dinner at Local. In summer, go to the Lido for dinner with a view at L’Essentiale.
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A Lagoon Day Trip

Breakfast at Bar Cupido by the vaporetto stop before embarking for the wild northern lagoon. Aim for Torcello to see glittering mosaics in the Basilica di Santa Maria Assunta (pictured). Then return to Burano, visit the Lace Museum and lunch at Trattoria al Gatto Nero.

Continue by vaporetto to Murano, Venice’s island of glass-blowers. The Museo del Vetro gives an excellent overview of glass art. Afterwards, browse the island’s modern masters and visit the Basilica dei Santi Maria e Donato to admire its marble mosaic floor.

Return to Cannaregio in the early evening for dinner at Osteria L’Orto dei Mori.
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On a Rainy Day

Chase away the morning blues in the gilded interior of Caffè Florian (pictured). Then sit inside a vaporetto as it ferries you to contemporary art gallery Palazzo Grassi. Lunch in the rooftop cafe.

Afterwards, it’s five minutes to Museo Fortuny, the house-museum of designer Mario Fortuny filled with gleaming silks and velvet. Take another vaporetto at San Angelo to San Stae for an afternoon of Italian modernists at Ca’ Pesaro and a coffee in its Grand Canal–facing cafe.

From here, walk five minutes to Antiche Carampane, buried in the oldest part of Venice, for a cosy, traditional dinner.
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Get Prepared


BOOK AHEAD

Two to three months before Book high-season accommodation, tickets for La Fenice performances, Biennale openings and Venice International Film Festival premieres.

One month before Check special-event calendars at veneziadavivere.com and veneziaunica.it.

Two weeks before Make restaurant reservations at popular venues; avoid queues by booking tickets for major attractions and events at dedicated websites or veneziaunica.it.



Manners Matter

Venetians are not overly demonstrative – they do handshakes and kisses, but a breezy ‘Ciao’ is a more instinctive greeting.

Mass tourism is a serious issue here. Be a gracious guest and prevent city gridlock by walking on the right side of narrow streets, trying not to linger on bridges and moving inside on crowded water buses.

In summer, keep swimsuits and skimpy beachwear on the Lido and choose linen for your city look.

Andar per Bacari

The phrase ‘going to a bacaro (wine bar)’ means so much more than grabbing a drink. It’s an invitation of friendship and good conversation fuelled by a glass of wine and a tasty snack in a simple, local bar. The traditional ombra is a small, affordable glass of wine, maybe on tap, that you drink with cicchetti (Venetian tapas). Classic cicchetti include meatballs, sardines, creamed cod and octopus.

Things to Know

Monday, Tuesday & January Many museums and restaurants are closed or have their day off at the beginning of the week, and many close for several weeks in January after Epiphany. Several galleries schedule their exhibitions to coincide with the Biennale (mid-April to mid-November).

Live Venice (live-venice.it) Check out this online guide for the latest news on exhibitions, events and concerts.

Venice entry fee As of April 2024, Venice charges a €5 entry fee for day-trippers on peak days between April and July. Even if you’re staying in a hotel in the city, you’ll need to register for an exemption; see cda.ve.it.

Being on time Schedule journey times and figure out routes with the CheBateo? app. Note that restaurants close promptly at 3pm and 11pm.



TIPPING

In Venice, there’s no particular obligation to leave a tip, although it’s appreciated in grand hotels and fine-dining restaurants where service is exceptional.
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DAILY BUDGET

Budget: Less than €125

• Dorm bed: €25–38

• Cicchetti: €2–5

• Traghetto (ferry): €2

• Public transport 24-hour ticket: €25

Midrange: €125–250

• B&B double room: €80–180

• Two-course dinner with wine: €35–45

• Official tour guide: €85 per hour

• Museum admission: €15–18

Top end: More than €250

• Double room in boutique hotel: €225–350

• Gourmet meal with wine: €120–200

• La Fenice opera tickets: €150–200

• Private water taxi or gondola ride: €80




Currency

Euro (€)

Language

Italian, Venetian dialect

Time

Central European time (GMT/UTC plus one hour)




TIP

The tourist portal Venezia Unica covers a range of discount passes and multiday transport tickets and enables you to tailor them to your needs. Visitors aged six to 29 should check out the Rolling Venice Card.
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When To Go

Venice is a year-round destination with endless entertainment. Prices soar at Carnevale, Easter, Film Festival and Christmas. Spring and autumn are gorgeous, while winter is atmospheric and quiet.


No one throws a party like Venice, and there are a lot of them. The biggest are Carnevale, the opening week of the Biennale in April and Venice International Film Festival in September; cue crowds, booked-out restaurants and stratospheric prices. August is also busy, although it shouldn’t be as the weather is humid and uncomfortably hot – unless, of course, you’re staying on the Lido. April and May herald spring blossom and more reasonable room rates, while October and November have late sun and the lowest prices, but watch out for acqua alta (high tide).

The Big Events

February/March: Carnevale is Venice’s headline event with its Grand Canal flotilla, street theatre, costume parades and masked balls in  palazzi (mansions).

April/May to November: La Biennale di Venezia explores global issues through art (odd-numbered years) and architecture (even-numbered years). Avant-garde art, theatre, cinema and music are part of the offerings.

August/September: The only thing hotter than Lido beaches in late August is the red carpet at the Venice International Film Festival. It’s one of the most glamorous fixtures on the calendar, and celebrity attendees abound.

September: During Regata Storica, 16th-century costumes, eight-oared gondolas and ceremonial barques re-enact the arrival of the Queen of Cyprus to Venice. After the floating parade, kids, women and gondolieri compete in boat races.

Venice Weather
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Local and Quirky

May/June: Venice’s beloved summer regatta, the 32km Vogalonga, starts at the Palazzo Ducale, loops around Burano and Murano, and ends with wild cheering at the Punta della Dogana. Nearly 1000 rowing teams compete.

July: The Festa del Redentore, started as a post-plague procession of gratitude to Giudecca’s Il Redentore church. Today the procession is followed by the city’s biggest fireworks display, watched by picnicking Venetians in their boats.

October: Up to 6000 runners at the Venice Marathon work up a sweat over 42km of spectacular scenery along the Brenta Riviera from Stra to Venice. There, they race over a 160m-long floating bridge to finish in Piazza San Marco.
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21 November: Since the 17th-century plague, Venetians have crossed a pontoon bridge across the Grand Canal during the Festa della Madonna della Salute to show their gratitude at the basilica of La Salute.


ACCOMMODATION LOWDOWN

In low season – November, early December and January to March (except Carnevale and Easter) – you can expect discounts of 20% or more off peak rates. In high season, midweek rates are best. By contrast, expect to pay top dollar during Christmas/New Year, Carnevale and Easter.







Getting There

Most people arrive in Venice by plane at Marco Polo Airport or trains at Santa Lucia station. Either way, you’ll then need to complete your journey by vaporetto (small passenger ferry) or water taxi.


From the Airport to the City Centre

By small Passenger Ferry or Water Taxi

Alilaguna (alilaguna.it) operates an airport water-bus shuttle from Marco Polo to various parts of Venice. It has a ticket office in the arrivals hall and vending machines.

Tickets to Murano cost €8 and all other destinations in Venice cost €15. The ride takes 45 to 90 minutes depending on your destination. There are four routes: the Blue Line stops at Lido, San Marco and Dorsoduro; the Red Line stops at Murano and Lido; the Orange Line stops at Santa Lucia train station, Rialto and San Marco via the Grand Canal; and the Yellow Line stops at Murano and Fondamente Nove (Cannaregio).

Private water taxis from the airport cost €140 for up to 10 passengers. They can be pre-booked at veneziataxi.it, at motoscafivenezia.it or in the arrivals hall. Shared taxis (€32 per person) must be pre-booked at venicelink.com; they wait to fill up before departing and have set drop-off points.

By Bus or Taxi

Land buses and taxis drop off at Piazzale Roma — the only point in central Venice accessible to cars. A bus ticket costs €10 and a taxi €55 to €65 for the 20-minute ride.

Other Points of Entry

Santa Lucia Train Station

All trains terminate at Santa Lucia train station (shown on signs in Venice as ‘Ferrovia’). There’s a tourist information office opposite platform 3 where you can get a map and buy vaporetto tickets for your onward journey. The vaporetto stops are directly outside the station.


Treviso Airport

Some airlines, including Ryanair, land at Treviso Airport, 26km north of Venice. ATVO runs buses (€12 one-way) to Venice, which stop at Piazzale Roma, the main bus station.







Getting Around

The city’s main mode of public transport is the vaporetto (small passenger ferry). They are frequent and convenient, but expensive and crowded in peak season. Often, it’s quicker to just walk. Cars and bikes are allowed on the Lido and Pellestrina. If you have cash to splash, private water taxis are the most glamorous way to travel.


Vaporetto

ACTV (actv.avmspa.it) runs Venice’s vaporetti. Major stops often have two separate docks serving the same line, but heading in opposite directions. Take note of the landing dock signs to check you’re in the right place.

Main lines get full fast, especially at rush hour, and boats can be overcrowded during Carnevale and peak season. A night service (N) runs along the Grand Canal and serves the Lido and Giudecca between 11.30pm and 4.30am.

Walking

Venice is highly walkable and most places are within 30 minutes’ walk of one another. What’s more, every walk offers a memorable tour of world-class architecture. At rush hour, when the vaporetti are full, this is the smartest option.

Gondola

No longer really a transport option, riding a gondola is now one of the city’s iconic experiences, with gondolieri following a variety of designated routes. You’ll find stazi (gondola stops) along the Grand Canal and near major monuments. Rates are €80 for 40 minutes (€100 for 35 minutes after 7pm), not including songs and tips.
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ESSENTIAL APP

To check vaporetto schedules, journey times and routes, download the CheBateo? app (Android, iOs and Windows), which has real-time departures.
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Traghetto

A traghetto is the gondola ferry service locals use to cross the Grand Canal between its widely spaced bridges. The ride costs €2 (cash only) for nonresidents. They typically operate between 9am and 6pm (to 4.30pm in winter). There are six crossings on the Grand Canal. Service can be spotty in winter.

Water Taxi

The James Bond way to get around town is on these sleek teak speedboats. Expect premium pricing, with most city trips costing upwards of €70 and surpluses charged for hotel call-outs, extra luggage and large groups. Taxis are metered but prices can be negotiated in advance. Anyone with a disability is entitled to a 20% discount.

Never encourage them to speed – excessive motorboat wakes damage Venice’s ancient foundations.
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Bicycle & Scooter

Cycling is banned in central Venice, but on the Lido you can hire bikes and scooters to reach distant beaches. You’ll find numerous rental outfits on Gran Viale Santa Maria Elisabetta offering regular bikes and e-bikes, as well as scooters. You’ll need ID.

Public Transport Essentials

Travel Fares

• Vènezia Unica (veneziaunica.it) is the main ticket seller. You can purchase tickets at booths at the main docks, where you can also pick up route maps. Tickets can also be booked online.

• A one-way ticket costs €9.50. It’s valid for 75 minutes after validation.

• If you’re going to be taking more than three trips, consider a one-day travel card, which will save you money and allows unlimited travel within 24 hours from when you first validate the ticket. For longer stays consider a two-, three- or seven-day pass.

• People aged six to 29 holding a Rolling Venice Card (€6) can get a three-day ticket for €27 (instead of €45) at tourist offices.

Ticket Machines

Vaporetto tickets are available from touch-screen vending machines in the airport, train station, cruise terminal and many larger docks. First choose your language, then select ‘Water Services’ to reach the right options.

The machines accept cash, debit and credit cards. If you’re paying with notes, pay attention to the ‘Maximum Change’ notice below the ticket price, as the machine will only dispense this amount and you may end up overpaying.

The machines only sell tickets for ACTV city services, not the Alilaguna shuttles to the airport.

Validating Tickets

Always validate your tickets at the machines beside the paddle-style entry gates. To do so, simply swipe your card across the face – it will beep and the gates will open. You’ll need to do this every time you board, even with a multiday ticket.


TRAVEL COSTS

Alilaguna airport shuttle

€15 one-way

24-hour vaporetto ticket

€25

Daily bike rental

€10




FARE EVASION

If you’re caught without a vaporetto ticket, you’ll pay a €50 fine, plus the €9.50 fare.




TICKETS

The ACTV Tourist Travel Card allows for unlimited travel on vaporetti and buses on the Lido and Pellestrina.


	
Ticket type

	
(€)



	
24 hours

	
25



	
48 hours

	
35



	
72 hours

	
45






MAIN VAPORETTO ROUTES

1

Line 1 from Piazzale Roma or the train station, up the Grand Canal to San Marco and on to the Lido.

2

Line 2 heads up the Grand Canal but is faster and makes fewer stops.

4&5

Lines 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 5.2 make circular routes around Venice.

12

Line 12 goes to Torcello, stopping at Burano and Murano.

18

Line 18 runs to Murano.

17

Line 17 car ferry between Tronchetto and Lido.





A Few Surprises

What could be more surprising than a city that floats on water? Venice is a place where the unusual and ingenious abound.


High Tide

Venice’s infamous acqua alta (high tide) regularly makes international headlines – a canary in the coal mine of global warming. It occurs between October and March, when a wet sirocco wind blows from the south and prevents water leaving the lagoon. A tide is considered high at 80cm above normal levels, at which point Piazza San Marco – the lowest area of the city – will flood. City sirens sound a warning a couple of hours in advance, elevated walkways are installed, Venetians don rubber boots, and life goes on as normal until the high tide passes (usually in three to four hours).

Very high tides (110cm above average), such as the one that caused $1 billion worth of damage in 2019, should no longer happen now that the MOSE flood barriers are operational. Venice’s Centro Maree has a 48-hour tidal forecast at comune.venezia.it/it/content/centro-previsioni-e-segnalazioni-maree.
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High tide, Grand Canal | PETE SEAWARD/LONELY PLANET ©

Stumbling Stones

Some of the Ghetto’s most moving monuments are so small they’re easily missed: stolpersteine (or ‘stumbling stones’) are brass cobblestones handmade by German artist Gunter Demnig and set in the paving at the entrance of buildings – including the city hospital – from where Jews were taken to Nazi concentration camps.

Each ‘stone’ (pietra d’inciampo in Italian) is inscribed with a name, date of deportation and death, and is a potent reminder of a life cruelly cut short. Venice has 185 stones, most of which are around the Ghetto. Check out pietredinciampovenezia.it, which maps their locations and includes biographies of the victims.

Art Attack

Going strong since 1895, Venice’s Biennale is the world’s oldest and most prestigious contemporary art and architecture fair. During the seven-month shindig (April/May to November), the garden suburb of the Giardini Pubblici and the huge, historic shipyard of the Arsenale come alive.

It’s a herculean effort involving tight organisation and hundreds of boats ferrying huge installations piecemeal to the showground for the 600,000 attendees. Simultaneously, dozens of collateral exhibits take place in rarely open palaces, churches, abandoned buildings and on far-flung islands. But the Biennale doesn’t stop there. It also organises micro-festivals of contemporary theatre (June), dance (July), film (September) and music (October). Get planning at labiennale.org.
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Venice Biennale | ROBERT MESSER/PICTURE ALLIANCE VIA GETTY IMAGES ©

The Water Conundrum

Next to bridges, Venice’s most common architectural features are its poggi (wellheads). Before Venice’s aqueduct was constructed, more than 6000 wells collected and filtered rainwater for public use, because brackish lagoon water is unfit for drinking. In the 1880s, they were repurposed to store spring water piped from the foothills of the Alps via the aqueduct. Fill up your water bottle here and save on plastic bottles. Find a map of drinking fountains at venicetapwater.org.

Finding Your Way

Venice’s house-numbering system seems unfathomable to outsiders – numbers on streets aren’t necessarily consecutive and run into their thousands. That’s because each sestiere (neighbourhood) has a numbering system that starts at a first house – Palazzo Ducale in the case of San Marco – and snakes through the neighbourhood until the last house. The biggest neighbourhood, Castello, has 6828 houses.
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Venice house number | ARTFOTO53/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

The Racing Calendar

Venetian stand-up rowing (voga alla veneta) is unique and wildly popular. The city has around 40 rowing clubs (remiere), which are in a constant state of prep for one of the 120 regattas that take place between April and September.

Different races are held in different boats: the mascareta for children under 14 and women, the pupparino for under-18-year-olds, the gondola for one/two/four-men competitions, and the caorlina for six-person teams. These sporting events are opportunities for Venetians to celebrate the city spirit and an authentic link to the past. You can try your hand at the voga with Row Venice.
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Vogalonga rowing race | TODD GIPSTEIN/CORBIS/CORBIS VIA GETTY IMAGES ©


OFFBEAT VENICE

• Go behind the scenes at the medieval furnace of Wave Murano Glass, where you can see masters at work.

• Head to the I&S Farm on Sant’Erasmo for a tour and tasting of local Venetian produce.

• Witness history in action as 18th-century looms weave exquisite silk-velvet at Tessitura Luigi Bevilacqua.

• Cast off into the watery wilderness of the northern lagoon with Venice Bird Watching to spot pink flamingos.

• Escape the crowds on Lido beaches by pedalling south to rural Pellestrina.







Explore Venice


San Marco & Palazzo Ducale

Dorsoduro & the Accademia

San Polo & Santa Croce

Cannaregio & the Ghetto

Castello

Giudecca, Lido & the Southern Islands

Murano, Burano & the Northern Islands

Worth a Trip

The Grand Canal

Venice’s Walking & Bike Tours

Views of San Marco

Music in San Marco

Walk Dorsoduro’s Back Streets

Walk Santa Croce to San Polo

Cannaregio’s Cicchetti Circuit

Walk North Cannaregio

Walk Castello

Cycle the Lido

Walk Burano

Walk Murano
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Carnevale parade, Grand Canal | ANIBAL TREJO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©




Explore

San Marco & Palazzo Ducale


Visitors from all over the world have flocked to San Marco, the seat of the Venetian Republic for over 1000 years. Back in the day, they had a spectacular approach by sea – the Palazzo Ducale rising up from the lagoon to meet them, the bells of the Campanile and the Torre dell’Orologio chiming the hours. Today, San Marco’s narrow calli (streets) are the most crowded in the city, but it’s still possible to feel its history with every step. Dip into the alleyways off Piazza San Marco to find elegant palazzi (mansions) and churches that have stood unchanged for centuries; or stroll along the waterfront overlooking the Bacino di San Marco. Welcome to La Serenissima.




[image: jpg]

See for eating, drinking and shopping listings



[image: jpg]

Basilica di San Marco | KRZYSZTOF DYDYNSKI/LONELY PLANET ©

Getting Around

[image: ] Vaporetto

The number 1 vaporetto (small passenger ferry) follows the Grand Canal, winding around San Marco’s western edge from Rialto to San Zaccaria (for Piazza San Marco).

[image: ] Traghetto

Two traghetto (gondola ferry) routes cross the Grand Canal: Dogana (from San Marco vaporetto stop), and Santa Maria del Giglio, beside the Gritti Palace.

[image: ] Walking

San Marco’s warren-like calli are easier to navigate than they seem: the mercery streets cut north from Piazza San Marco to Rialto, while the main drag winds west towards the Ponte dell’Accademia.


THE BEST

See that all that glitters is gold at the BASILICA DI SAN MARCO.

Think of those who once crossed the Bridge of Sighs at the PALAZZO DUCALE.

Sit back in the ‘drawing room of Europe’ at a cafe on PIAZZA SAN MARCO.

Go back in time with a show at opera house LA FENICE.
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1Top Experiences

 Basilica di San MarcoG4

 Palazzo DucaleH5

 Piazza San MarcoG4




1Experiences

1La FeniceD4

2T Fondaco dei TedeschiF1

3Chiesa di Santa Maria del GiglioD5

4Museo FortunyC3

5Scala Contarini del BovoloE4

6Chiesa di San VidalB5

7Palazzo GrassiA4

8Chiesa di Santo StefanoC4

9Chiesa di San MoisèE5

10Musica a PalazzoC6

11Ponte del LovoE2

12Mercatino dell’AntiquariatoC5




5Eating

13Ristorante QuadriG4

14Club del DogeD6

15Taverna La FeniceD4

16Antico MartiniD5

17Rosa SalvaF3

18Rosticceria GislonF2

19Trattoria Da FioreB4

20Osteria Ai AssassiniD4




6Drinking

21BacarandoF1

22Enoteca al VoltoD3

 Bar Longhi(see 14)

23L’Ombra del LeoneF5

24Harry’s BarF5

25Al CampanileG4

26Black JackE3




7Shopping

27Atelier Segalin di Daniela GhezzoE4

28Giuliana LongoE2

29GiobagnaraG4

30MilleviniF1

31Ottica UrbaniF5

32RubelliB4








TOP EXPERIENCE

Basilica di San Marco


It’s beautiful, it’s bombastic, it’s Venice to a tee – the Basilica di San Marco splices Byzantine, Gothic and Renaissance architecture, and then adds a little more bling. Inside are glittering golden mosaics, while outside on a terrace, four bronze horses prance towards Piazza San Marco.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Book tickets in advance online – they’re pricier but offer a shorter queue. Leave big bags at the cloakroom and remember to cover your shoulders and knees. You’ll need around one hour.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for full opening hours and to buy tickets.



Facade

The basilica’s domed roof, marble-clad walls and mosaic-filled arches make this one of Italy’s most out-there churches. Five portals are each bordered by multiple columns (‘Why have one when you can have a handful?’, was the Venetian rule of thumb) topped by a mosaicked niche, with a second layer of the same on top. The oldest mosaic is on the far left, bottom row: St Mark’s stolen body arriving at the basilica, composed in the 13th century.

Egyptian porphyry columns and carved reliefs dating back to the 13th and 14th centuries mark the main entrance (though you enter through the doors to the right).

Narthex

The domed interior of the basilica is entirely clad with over 8000 sq metres of glittering, golden mosaics. The oldest are in the narthex (atrium): the Madonna with Apostles and Evangelists has guarded the entrance for over 950 years. The nearby Cupola of Creation stages no fewer than 26 scenes from the Book of Genesis, from the surprisingly contemporary separation of sky and water to the cautionary tale of Adam and Eve.


Museo di San Marco

Up the narrow staircase as you enter the narthex is the Museo di San Marco, housing the doges’ religious treasures. Most famous of all are the four bronze horses, which seem to stamp their hooves and whinny from the Loggia dei Cavalli, the spectacular terrace cantilevered over the piazza.

Those outside are reproductions, but the Roman originals – cast in the 2nd century CE – are here in the museum, looted from Constantinople in 1204. Down a corridor, you suddenly find yourself in the doge’s banqueting hall.


TAKE A BREAK

The piazza is your oyster when you need a coffee break. Uncrick your neck at Caffè Florian or Quadri – the two most famous of the grand San Marco cafes.



Inner Mosaics

The hypnotic church ‘proper’ seems lit by the glowing mosaics, which run up the walls to the domed roof, having been painstakingly hand-laid from the 13th to the 18th century. Where the narthex depicts scenes from the Old Testament, here you’re entering the New Testament. While the scenes from the life of Christ on the walls are beautiful, crick your neck to see the cupolas, or domes. In the central Ascension Cupola, angels and biblical figures radiate out from the central figure of Jesus. Also, don’t miss the Cupola of St Leonard, featuring four female saints on the edges.


A PRIVATE CHAPEL

This was historically the doge’s chapel, while Venice’s cathedral was San Pietro di Castello, on the other side of the city. In 1807, Napoleon relocated the Patriarch to San Marco.



Pala d’Oro

Pay the small supplement and you’ll be among the lucky few dipping behind the main altar to see perhaps the most spectacular thing of all in this building of wonders: the Pala d’Oro, an altar screen of pure gold, made in Constantinople in 976 CE before being enlarged and embellished – including with gems stolen from the same city 200 years later. Enamel panels depict biblical figures and scenes; they’re studded with over 2000 precious stones, from emeralds and amethysts to sapphires, rubies and pearls.
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Floor Mosaics

Most people look up, spellbound, as they walk around, unaware of the magic they’re trampling on: a stone carpet of over 2000 sq metres. Laid between the 12th and 13th centuries, the floor mosaics are geometric whirls of colour – from circles and spiralling knots to octagons and diamonds. In between are cameos of peacocks, birds and even a bizarrely incongruous rhinoceros.

Tesoro

Essentially a warehouse for booty from the Fourth Crusade, which saw the sacking of Constantinople, the Tesoro (Treasury) is filled with Byzantine mini masterpieces, from chalices to candelabras, as well as a silver- and gold-plated, jewel-studded icon of Archangel Michael, plus relics galore (Venetians swiped holy bones wherever they went).


ECHOES OF CONSTANTINOPLE

On the outer southeastern corner are four embracing figures embedded in the wall. Known as the Tetrarchs, these four cape-swathed men, clutching eagle-headed swords, are thought to be Roman (they probably represent Emperor Diocletian and his fellow rulers). Secular for centuries, they were looted from a Constantinople square in the Fourth Crusade.



Mass

Regular visits show you the beauty of the basilica, but attending Mass allows you to wallow in the atmosphere. The Sunday morning Mass (10am) is accompanied by a choir, who sing from on high (on balconies hidden behind mosaicked arches). For evening services, the place is softly lit so it seems that the gold is lighting up the church. For Christmas and Easter, the Pala d’Oro is turned around to face the congregation.

Madonna Nicopeia

Lighting a candle or attending weekday Mass? You’ll be in this side chapel, where an almond-eyed, rosy-cheeked Madonna proffers a baby Jesus towards you. This is the Madonna Nicopeia: a 12th-century icon that was one of the holiest items in Constantinople – before it was, predictably, looted.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Palazzo Ducale


No building says Venice more than Palazzo Ducale – partly because of its dazzling waterfront location, partly because of its extraordinary, over-the-top architecture, but also because this was the Venetian Republic’s seat of power for around 900 years. Inside, a collection of made-to-measure world-class art still hangs on the walls.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

The Palazzo Ducale can be overwhelming, so aim to spend half a day here. Prioritise the permanent rooms over the temporary exhibitions.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for full opening hours and to book ahead.



Facade

With a gloriously camp, candy-coloured facade that greeted travellers for centuries as they reached Venice by water, the Palazzo Ducale is the perfect expression of Venetian Gothic – essentially regular Gothic architecture jazzed up with motifs and influences from Byzantine and Islamic traditions picked up via trading routes.

What you see today was begun in 1340 and restored multiple times across the centuries as fires wreaked havoc; in 1577, Antonio da Ponte refined its pink colour by mixing white Istrian stone with ruddy Veronese marble. Look up as you pass under the vast colonnade – each column is topped with a carving representing a medieval Venetian guild.

Cortile

This vast courtyard is the inner sanctum of the palazzo. Muscle-men statues of Mars and Neptune (by Jacopo Sansovino) guard what’s known as the Scala dei Giganti (Giants’ Staircase), leading to the florid-carved Porta della Carta, now the exit leading into Piazza San Marco. Meanwhile, you’ll enter via Sansovino’s Scala d’Oro (Golden Staircase), stuccoed and gilded as the name suggests.


Doge’s Apartments

The 1st-floor rooms that formed the doge’s gilded cage (he could not leave the area without permission) are today used for temporary exhibitions. They’re generally excellent, and shed light on Venetian history or art.


TAKE A BREAK

Rest your eyes from the art with a quick lunch at L’Ombra del Leone, sitting on the terrace overlooking the Grand Canal.



Sala del Maggior Consiglio

The biggest, grandest room in the Palazzo Ducale and also one of the largest in all of Europe, the Great Council Chamber is where the most important state meetings were held. The doge’s throne sat in front of Tintoretto’s vast Paradise; thought to be the world’s largest painting on canvas, it features over 500 figures in a heavenly swirl. It was commissioned after the 1577 fire that destroyed much of the building. Below the coffered ceiling is a frieze of the first 66 doges – the one that’s been replaced by a black drape is Marino Faliero, who was executed for an attempted coup in 1355. The frieze continues in the equally lavish Sala dello Scrutinio, next door.


LATE NIGHTS

On public holidays, there are often late openings – with fewer tourists and more atmosphere. Last entry is an hour before closing time, but you’ll need that just to walk the palace.



Second Floor

The 2nd floor is a catwalk of art and architecture, each room seemingly more impressive than the next. The Scala d’Oro tips you out at the Atrio Quadrato – the fact that this mere atrium has a Tintoretto on the roof should prepare you for what’s coming next. The rooms up here are clad wall-to-ceiling in paintings from the likes of Titian, Veronese, Tiepolo and Tintoretto. It can be overwhelming, so be led by the art rather than the historical significance.
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Bridge of Sighs

It’s more beautiful from the outside, of course, but the Ponte dei Sospiri is more atmospheric as you pass through it, catching a glimpse of San Giorgio Maggiore and the Bacino di San Marco as you cross from the Palazzo Ducale to the Prigioni Nuove (prisons) on the other side of the canal. Supposedly named because it was the last, epic view of Venice prisoners would get, it still has a claustrophobic edge as you pass through its squeeze-belly passages (it’s walled down the middle).

Once you leave the palazzo, be sure to take in the more romantic view of it from the Ponte della Paglia, connecting the Palazzo Ducale to the Riva degli Schiavoni from the outside.


GET YOUR MONEY’S WORTH

Tickets include access to the Museo Correr, Museo Archeologico Nazionale di Venezia and the Biblioteca Marciana, so leave time to get your money’s worth.



Prigioni Nuove

Crossing the Bridge of Sighs to reach the prisons can feel genuinely unsettling – if you’re of a fainter disposition, it’s wise to just stick to the 1st floor, then return to the bridge. Continue further and you’ll find two more floors of cells and a prison courtyard. They were built in the late 1500s to improve conditions for prisoners – but will still cause a shudder.

Secret Itineraries Tours

You could easily spend an entire day in the Palazzo Ducale, starting with one of these 75-minute tours, which begin in the Pozzi (‘wells’ – horrific early jail cells) and take you through the Piombi (more cells – Casanova was held here), torture chamber and Chamber of the Inquisitors.

It’s not all so dark – you also see archives, offices of the Venetian magistrature and the attic, with its vast beams of wood felled in the Dolomites. You exit via a secret door leading to the Sala del Consiglio dei Dieci (Chamber of the Council of Ten), to start the rest of your visit.


CARELESS TALK COST LIVES

What look like gargoyles with slots in their mouths on the walls were postboxes where citizens could anonymously denounce others – sending them straight to the cells.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Piazza San Marco


Napoleon called it the ‘drawing room of Europe’ and even today, locals and visitors alike gravitate to Venice’s only piazza (all other squares here are called campi). Take time to soak up the atmosphere – the centre of this cosmopolitan city for centuries, it’s still the beating heart of Venice.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

This is the busiest part of the city, so head to the Museo Correr first thing in the morning, then break for coffee and see the rest in a day.
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Scan this QR code for museum tickets and full opening hours.



Museo Correr

No visit to the Piazza is complete without heading upstairs to this vast museum, sprawling across the 1st floor of two sides of the square. In two hours, you’ll get a whistle-stop tour of Venetian history, from 50cm-heeled platform shoes worn by 15th-century women, to sculptures by Canova. Dip into the adjoining Biblioteca Marciana, one of Italy’s largest, most historic libraries.

Don’t miss the Sale Reali, the ‘royal rooms’ used by the Bonapartes, Habsburgs and Savoy royals after the fall of the Republic; they opened to the public in 2022.

Gran Caffè Quadri

You haven’t really experienced the Piazza unless you’ve spent an eye-popping amount of money on a drink at one of its historic cafes. Our pick: Quadri, run by the local Michelin-starred Alajmo brothers, who have a fine-dining restaurant upstairs and top-notch finger food at the bar. The intimate, frescoed rooms are a step back in time, but it’s more fun to sit outside and be serenaded by the orchestra as you people- and piazza-watch.

Negozio Olivetti

In 1957, acclaimed Venetian architect Carlo Scarpa turned a cramped shopping unit of the Procuratie Vecchie into a glittering jewel of modernity: a showroom for Olivetti typewriters. Today its clean-lined, open-plan space, with lagoon-hued mosaic floor, walls of glass and suspended staircase, is a heritage site – dip in for a break from the bombastic Piazza.

Campanile

Rebuilt in 1912 after it collapsed a decade earlier, Venice’s tallest building, the bell tower, stands 99m tall, with an elevator whisking you up for bird’s-eye views of the lagoon from the viewing platform.


QUICK BREAK

Dip round behind the square to the waterfront, where you’ll find benches under pretty pergolas in the Giardini Reali, royal gardens established by Napoleon.



Torre dell’Orologio

The piazza deserves to be seen from every which way, so here’s another angle: from the five-storey clock tower, which has been banging out the hours to visitors since 1506. Hour-long guided tours wind up the narrow staircase to the roof where the Do Mori (Two Moors) do the honours striking the bell.



WALKING TOUR

Views of San Marco


As one of the oldest sestieri (districts), San Marco is also one of the most labyrinthine. While the great palazzi and campi follow the curve of the Grand Canal, the narrow calli cutting north of Piazza San Marco to Rialto have historically been shopping streets. Amid today’s souvenir shops you’ll find some of Venice’s best viewpoints.



START

Bacino Orseolo

END

T Fondaco dei Tedeschi

LENGTH

1.1km; 30 minutes
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1 Watch the Gondoliers

Lurking behind the north side of Piazza San Marco, what looks like a small lake is Bacino Orseolo, one of the main ‘parking’ spots for gondolas. Go early (around 8am) and you’ll find gondoliers removing their tarpaulin ‘coats’ and prepping for guests.

2 A Romantic Climb

Following the water and then roughly hawking left and left again, the narrow calli open up at the magical Scala Contarini del Bovolo. Climb the spiral staircase of the fairytale, open-to-the-elements tower for views of the rooftops, across to San Marco itself.

3 Flash of Modernity

From the Gothic to the modern – heading north is a rare glimpse of the 20th century. Campo Manin is dedicated to Daniele Manin, past resident and part of the Risorgimento (unification of Italy) movement, but it’s dominated by Palazzo Nervi-Scattolin – not a Renaissance wonder, for once, but a 1972 interpretation of one that inspires love and loathing in equal measure. Today it’s a bank.

4 Quick Snapshot

Walk northeast to the Ponte del Lovo, a teeny bridge crossing a teenier canal. Look right for a classic Venice view: water lapping at palazzi, gondolas floating along, and the Campanile piercing the sky beyond.

5 Hidden History

Often missed in the scrum around Rialto, Chiesa di San Salvador merits a stop for two works by Titian, including the altarpiece Transfiguration, as well as the lonely tomb of Caterina Cornaro, the last monarch of Cyprus, who was effectively forced to gift the island to Venice in 1489.

6 Tapas Break

Make a pit stop for cicchetti (Venetian tapas) at Bacarando in Corte de l’Orso. Stick to the ground-floor bar for inventive snacks like skewers of calamari and polenta.

7 On Top of the World

Fully sated, it’s time for a visual feast. Head to the rooftop terrace of the T Fondaco dei Tedeschi for bird’s-eye views of the Rialto and the Grand Canal snaking below you.



WALKING TOUR

Music in San Marco


Maybe it’s the canal-inspired quiet or the rhythmic slosh of the tides, but Venice has always been a haven for composers and per-formers, with Monteverdi and Vivaldi knocking out hits, heavenly choirs once dominating the city, and Mozart and Wagner visiting. Use your feet as a metronome for your own Venetian soundtrack.



START

Hotel Danieli

END

Palazzo Pisani

LENGTH

1.2km; 30 minutes
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1 Musical Coffee

Start with coffee at Bar Dandolo, the gorgeous 14th-century lagoonfront bar of Hotel Danieli (technically in Castello but smack dab beside the Palazzo Ducale). You’re here to channel the ultimate opera diva: Maria Callas, who met Aristotle Onassis here in 1957.

2 Piazza Tunes

Walk west through Piazza San Marco in high season and you’ll be serenaded with live music from at least four of the historic bars, each trying to outdo its neighbours. The cheapest is Gran Caffè Chioggia, but the real icon is the ‘orchestra’ of Caffè Florian – a handful of sublime musicians pumping out the classics as white-jacketed waiters whisk around with balletic precision.

3 Hit the High Notes

Pop into La Fenice, Venice’s world-famous opera house, which was rebuilt after a 1996 fire. Daytime audio-guide tours allow you to get up close to the elaborate stucco, gilding and sexy topless figures propping up the roof; if you’re lucky, you’ll catch a rehearsal in progress. Stop for lunch next door at Taverna La Fenice, a gloriously belle époque restaurant where the divas hung out after performances.

4 A Painted Organ

Weaving around the back of La Fenice, you’ll emerge at the pretty church of Santa Maria del Giglio, its facade carved with maps of La Serenissima’s Adriatic conquests. You’re here for the organ – from the 20th century but encased in a 17th-century gilded case. Beneath it hang the former organ doors, painted by Tintoretto as the four evangelists.

5 Historical Instruments

Vivaldi’s Four Seasons stream out of the 18th-century church of San Maurizio, now the Museo della Musica, a free museum displaying 80-odd stringed instruments from the 1600s onwards. Like the music? It’s played by Interpreti Veneziani, who perform baroque music throughout the year at the nearby church of San Vidal.

6 Talent of the Future

From outside, you can often hear the students of Venice’s conservatory in Palazzo Pisani, and throughout the year, soon-to-be stars and guest musicians stage public concerts in its gilded halls.



EXPERIENCES

Sit with the Gods at La Fenice Opera house

map Google map

In the warren-like streets west of the piazza, Venice’s opera house has burned down three times since it opened in 1792; each time it’s risen from the flames like its namesake phoenix, and was last meticulously rebuilt after its 1996 destruction.

World-class performances run throughout the year (mostly excluding July and August) and tickets are surprisingly affordable if you book a restricted-view seat in the gods – luckily, while you’ll miss some of the stage, you’ll get an eyeful of the saucy topless (sculpted) nymphets that hold up the ceiling, and take in the gilded, stuccoed and beautifully carved boxes as you listen.

During the day, detailed audio-guide tours tell you all about the building, but give you time to take it in at your own pace (leave an hour).

Get a Bird’s-Eye View at T Fondaco dei Tedeschi Viewing platform
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The Rialto Bridge is always crowded, but floating above it is a different story. The rooftop terrace of the T Fondaco dei Tedeschi department store is perfectly cantilevered over Venice’s wedding-cake bridge, with eye-popping views of the sinuous Grand Canal, the city skyline and the toothy Dolomites behind. Fifteen-minute viewing slots are free (book online).

On the way up, enjoy the building; built as a trading hall for German merchants in 1506, it’s full of original details, from painted beams and a fireplace in womenswear, to the vast colonnaded atrium. No need to buy, though – your money’s better off spent in locally owned shops.

See La Serenissima’s Conquests at Santa Maria del Giglio Church

map Google map

It’s best known for being the home of Venice’s only artwork by Rubens – a busty Madonna and Child. But what’s far more interesting about Chiesa di Santa Maria del Giglio is the spectacular facade, which has 3D maps of 17th-century cities conquered by La Serenissima down the Adriatic, including Zadar and Split in present-day Croatia as well as Corfu. It’s part of the Chorus collection.

Immerse Yourself in the Flamboyant Museo Fortuny Museum

map Google map

In 1909 Mariano Fortuny changed fashion history by debuting his Delphos dress – a daring update of an ancient Greek toga, made from pleated silk that clings to every curve. He and Henriette Negrin, his collaborator, wife and muse, lived and worked in this vast, sagging 15th-century palazzo west of the Rialto.

Now a museum (take around an hour), it used to have a Gothic, dark vibe echoing their style; a 2022 renovation has made it less atmospheric but has better lit the gorgeous textiles, dresses, dramatic capes and shawls that the pair produced, liberating women in the process.

Climb the Scala Contarini del Bovolo Tower

map Google map

While the crowds jostle for views at the top of San Marco’s Campanile or the T Fondaco dei Tedeschi’s rooftop, you’ll be floating above Venice in this delicate spiral tower straight out of a fairytale.

La Serenissima banned families from building their own towers and turning Venice into a mini Manhattan, but the Contarini family cunningly plotted this external spiral staircase for their palazzo – one which just so happens to reach 26m tall, high above the rooftops.

Near Rialto but just off the main drag, it’s a place to rise above the chaos in the most romantic of settings in just a few minutes. Arches all the way up mean you’re walking straight into the view.

Spend the Night with Vivaldi at Interpreti Veneziani Concert

Close your eyes during an Intepreti Veneziani concert and you’ll be taken back to the time of Vivaldi, when the ‘red priest’ was lighting up Venice with his dramatically modern music. Then open them and you’ll take in Chiesa di San Vidal (map Google map): founded in the 11th century, it was redone a century later, with a fancy baroque facade added in the 1600s.

The group does regular Vivaldi and baroque music concerts here, just off the Ponte dell’Accademia – they’re touristy but great.


COM’ERA, DOV’ERA

When La Fenice burned down (again) in 1996, it was rebuilt com’era, dov’era (as it was, where it was) – in other words, a carbon copy of what went before. That’s the rule of thumb for most Italian landmarks but has special resonance in Venice, where not only has the opera house been destroyed three times but also one of the city’s best-known edifices was destroyed relatively recently. The Campanile in Piazza San Marco collapsed on 14 July 1902, narrowly avoiding taking the Basilica with it and claiming just one life: that of a cat. Not that you’d notice today – by 1912 it had been painstakingly reconstructed, com’era, dov’era.




See Modern Art at Palazzo Grassi Gallery

map Google map

Wandering around old Venetian palazzi, dusty history in the air, it’s hard to see how modern they were for their time.

Enter the bombastic Palazzo Grassi, which perfectly channels their original glam in its showstopper atrium, with glassy marble floors, polished columns and a whole cast of characters watching you as you climb the grand staircase – 18th-century theatregoers frescoed onto the trompe l’oeil walls. Squaring off against Ca’ Rezzonico across the Grand Canal (the two were designed by the same architect), it’s now owned by the Pinault Collection and opens up for regular exhibitions. They’re usually a breath of fresh air – from contemporary art to a recent rummage through Vogue’s photo archives – but the building itself is part of the joy.

Look Up at the Chiesa di Santo Stefano Church

map Google map

Look heavenward in this church that dominates the yawning square off the Ponte dell’Accademia. You’re not looking for a higher power; you’re here to appreciate the ‘ship’s keel’ roof that looks as though a Venetian galleon from the Arsenale just flipped over.

There are four works by Tintoretto tucked away in the sacristy, and beyond that is a tiny Museum of Sacred Art, including works by sculptors Pietro Lombardo and Canova.

Out in the square, at the junction with Calle del Spezier, look for the three circular imprints in the paving: they’re ‘scars’ worn into the ground from cauldrons of teriaca – a ‘magic’ cure-all potion whipped up by pharmacists until the 18th century.


FEELING CHURCHY

Santo Stefano and Santa Maria del Giglio are part of the Chorus collection of 19 art-filled churches across the city. Buy a pass (valid for 12 months) and you get access to all of them – much better value than paying for entrance separately. With the pass, you get a map of the churches, meaning you can plan your wanders around them. Highlights include Santa Maria dei Miracoli and Sant’Alvise churches in Cannaregio, Chiesa di San Giacomo dall’Orio in Santa Croce, and Chiesa del Santissimo Redentore on Giudecca.




Enjoy the Theatrical Chiesa di San Moisè Church

map Google map

Heading west from the Piazza, you’ll be hit by the over-the-top baroque facade of this ever-busy church. The exterior – featuring two bizarre camels – belies its rather more tame interior, where you’ll find a little-seen Tintoretto and a work by Palma il Giovane.

Live the Opera at Musica a Palazzo Concert

map Google map

Back in the Venice of the 1700s, this was the life: sumptuous frescoed palaces, drinks galore and music on tap. Get ready to relive it with semi-private opera performances in the marble-staircased, stucco-walled Palazzo Barbarigo Minotto on the Grand Canal.

Take your glass of bubbly and move from damask-clad, art-hung room to room during the intervals – the intimate performances move around the palazzo.

Snap San Marco from the Ponte del Lovo Photo op

map Google map

At first glance, this tiny bridge, which skips across the Rio di San Salvador, is no head-turner, but that’s exactly what it is. Look right and you’ll get an only-in-Venice view: a gondola-plied canal, with Piazza San Marco’s bell tower thrusting up from behind. This is the only glimpse of the Campanile you’ll get from ground level in San Marco, other than in the Piazza itself – it’s worth the jostling from the crowds, who use this as a thoroughfare to Rialto.

Rummage for Gold at Mercatino dell’Antiquariato Antiques market

map Google map

Murano glass, Fortuny fabric and lashings of artworks – since 1970, the pretty Campo San Maurizio, between Campo Santo Stefano and Santa Maria del Giglio, has been Venice’s antiques zone, with a regular market held roughly once a month from March to December (check mercatinocamposanmaurizio.it for dates).

A quick browse reminds you of the wealth of history in this city: this being Venice, it’s not your average flea market – you’ll find carved religious figures, ancient prints of the city and gorgeous gilded frames. Perfect to gussy up your home, Venetian style.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Grande Dames

Ristorante Quadri €€€

map Google map

Take a peerless location, throw in a Michelin star and you get this diamond of a restaurant from the Alajmo brothers. It overlooks Piazza San Marco from above the historic cafe. 7-10pm Wed-Sun & noon-2.30pm Sat & Sun

Club del Doge €€€

map Google map

Surrounded by damask walls and 18th-century furnishings, the Gritti Palace’s restaurant specialises in fine-dining Venetian cuisine, with fish netted in the lagoon. Good veggie options, too. 12.30-2.30pm & 7-10.30pm

Traditional Eats

Taverna La Fenice €€

map Google map

La Fenice is a step back in time – little has changed since the early 20th century beyond its swirled-glass windows. Try the risotto secoe, with slivers of beef. Noon-midnight

Antico Martini €€

map Google map

At this grande dame beside the Fenice, everyone from Charlie Chaplin to Gina Lollobrigida has sat below the muralled walls to try the famous daily risotto specials. 11.30am-11.30pm

Budget Bites

Rosa Salva €

map Google map

There are two branches of Venice’s historic pasticceria (pastry shop) in San Marco – one by San Salvador and the other in the warren of alleyways behind the Piazza. The tramezzini (sandwiches) are top-notch. 8am-8pm

Rosticceria Gislon €

map Google map

A tavola calda – essentially a buffet – near the Rialto. Choose from the steaming platters: deep-fried mozzarella, arancini and fried fish are among the top sellers. The restaurant upstairs is more expensive. 9am-9.30pm

Laid-Back Restaurants

Trattoria Da Fiore €€

map Google map

Off Campo Santo Stefano, this bacaro (bar) serves great seafood cicchetti at the bar. The adjoining restaurant offers something more substantial (and seafood-centric). 11am-10.30pm Wed-Sun

Osteria Ai Assassini €€

map Google map

Venetian and Veneto classics from local producers, including veal and duck to Venetian speciality liver, plus Sant’Erasmo veg. Noon-2.30pm & 7-10pm Mon-Sat

[image: img]
Drinking

Classic Bacari

Bacarando

map Google map

Also known as All’Orso, this is a great little bacaro hidden in the alleys behind the Rialto. There’s a brilliant selection of cicchetti, and a restaurant upstairs. 11.30am-midnight


Enoteca al Volto

map Google map

Ombre (wine by the glass) and cicchetti steps from the Rialto since 1936; these days you’ll also find beer, plus overstuffed tramezzini (triangular, stacked sandwiches). 10am-4pm & 6-10pm

Drinks with a View

Bar Longhi

map Google map

If you can’t afford to stay at the Gritti Palace, a drink at its chi-chi bar – on a platform cantilevered over the Grand Canal – is the next best thing. 11am-1am

L’Ombra del Leone

map Google map

Drink in knockout views of the Grand Canal from this laidback cafe-bar that’s owned by the Biennale. 9am-11pm

Cocktails

Harry’s Bar

map Google map

Everyone from Maria Callas to Ernest Hemingway has propped up the bar of this iconic drinking hole. The Bellini cocktail (prosecco and white peach juice) was invented here in 1948. 11am-11pm

Al Campanile

map Google map

This jewelbox of a cocktail bar behind Piazza San Marco has scarlet-draped walls and is family-owned. Perfect for a nightcap. 8am-1am winter, to 2am summer

Black Jack

map Google map

The gorgeous horseshoe-shaped bar is reason enough to stop for a drink and cicchetti on the run. 11am-9pm Tue-Sun

[image: img]
Shopping

Artisans

Daniela Ghezzo

map Google map

Made-to-measure shoes that run the gamut from classy brogues to party heels, stitched by Daniela herself. 10am-1pm & 3-7pm Mon-Fri, 10am-1pm Sat

Giuliana Longo

map Google map

Near the Rialto, milliner Giuliana Longo makes hats for every occasion, from grand Carnevale costumes to fascinators, gondoliers’ straw hats and classic Panamas. 10am-1pm & 2-6pm Mon-Sat

Glass & Bottles

Giobagnara

map Google map

Giorgio Bagnara is from Genoese design royalty; his store on Piazza San Marco has top-notch brands from Venini glass to his own leather creations. He has another store at Santa Maria del Giglio. 10am-7.30pm

Millevini

map Google map

True to its name (‘1000 wines’), this wine shop will fill up your suitcase with the best Italian tipples for your return journey. 10am-1.30pm & 3-7.40pm, to 7pm Sun

Made in Venice

Ottica Urbani

map Google map

Super-stylish made-in-Venice spectacles for people who like to be seen – there’s everything from multicoloured Murano-inspired sunnies to gondola-shaped frames (really). Elton John’s a fan. 10am-7pm Mon-Sat, 11am-6pm Sun

Rubelli

map Google map

In the mood to buy sumptuous textiles? Located in Ca’ Pisani Rubelli, the house of its founder, this showroom (open to all) also has an archive which you can visit on request. 9.30am-1pm & 2-6.30pm Mon-Fri, 10.30am-6.30pm Sat





Explore

Dorsoduro & the Accademia


Boho Dorsoduro has long been a place of art and learning thanks to the twin temples of the Accademia and Ca’ Foscari University. Art connoisseurs, painters, writers and intellectuals like Peggy Guggenheim, Emilio Vedova, Joseph Brodsky and John Ruskin made themselves at home on this high, hard spine (osso duro) of land between the Grand Canal and the Giudecca Canal. While visual spectacles are an everyday occurrence with Ca’ Rezzonico’s golden-age splendour and the iconic dome of La Salute, Dorso-duro’s working-class roots remain in the gondola workshops of San Trovaso and Tramontin, and the bars along the Zattere.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Gallerie dell’Accademia | MARK GREEN/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©

Getting Around

[image: ] Vaporetto

Grand Canal 1, 2 and N (night) lines stop at the Accademia; line 1 also calls at Ca’ Rezzonico and La Salute. Lines 5.1, 5.2, 6 and N stop at the Zattere and head to Giudecca or the Lido.

[image: ] Traghetto

To skip the 15-minute walk from La Salute to Piazza San Marco, hop on the traghetto (ferry) outside La Salute to Calle Vallaresso in San Marco. Another traghetto at Calle Lanza crosses to Santa Maria del Giglio near the Gritti Palace.


THE BEST

Get a crash course in Venetian Renaissance at the GALLERIE DELL’ACCADEMIA.

Admire modern art at the PEGGY GUGGENHEIM COLLECTION.

Toast the sunset on the ZATTERE beside the Giudecca Canal.

Contemplate fearless contemporary art at PUNTA DELLA DOGANA.
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1Top Experiences

 Gallerie dell’AccademiaE4

 Peggy Guggenheim CollectionF5




1Experiences

1Caffè RossoC2

2Basilica di Santa Maria della SaluteH5

 Festa della Madonna della Salute(see 2)

3Ca’ RezzonicoD3

4Ai Do DraghiC2

5Osteria alla BiforaC2

6Skillà BarC2

7Punta della DoganaH5

8Gelateria NicoD5

9Scuola Grande dei CarminiB3

10Patricia Low VeneziaD3

11La Toletta SpazioEventiC4

12Demarco ArteF5

13Chiesa di San SebastianoA4

14Venice Jazz ClubC3

15Squero di San TrovasoD5

16Ca’ MacanaC3

17Chiesa di San Nicolò dei MendicoliA3

18Fondazione VedovaG6

19Palazzo CiniF5




5Eating

20RivieraB5

21Estro Vino e CucinaC1

22Enoteca ai ArtistiC4

23Adriatica B5

24Da CodromaA3

25La BittaC3

26Osteria Ai Do FaraiD3

27Antica Locanda MontinC4

28Al ProfetaB3

29Bar alla TolettaD4

30Caco NeroA3

31La Tecia VeganaA2

32Pasticceria TonoloC1

33Dal Nono ColussiC3




6Drinking

34Malvasia all’Adriatico MarC1

35Cantine del Vino già SchiaviD4

36El SbarlefoC1

37Osteria ai PugniC3

38Ai ArtistiC3

 Il Palazzo Experimental(see 23)

39Chet BarC2

40Café NoirD1

41Al ChioschettoC5

42Vacaria PubA2




7Shopping

43Solo SeD4

44Il GrifoneB1

45La Casa di LotoD2

46Cornici TrevisanelloF5

47Claudia CanestrelliG5

48Bottega CiniE5

49Signor BlumC3

50Le Fórcole di Saverio PastorG5

51Marina e Susanna SentF5

52Micheluzzi GlassD4

53Laguna BD2

54PerlaMadreDesignC3

55Small CapsB3

56Paolo OlbiD2

57Libreria La TolettaD4

58Libreria Marco PoloB3








TOP EXPERIENCE

Gallerie dell’Accademia


Ground zero for Venetian Renaissance art, the 37 halls of this former confraternity contain works by all of the city’s art stars. Chronologically ordered, they also provide an uncensored history of the murderous intrigue, religious propaganda and shameless politicking that made Venice a superpower for centuries.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Book tickets in advance online and download a floor plan. Afternoon queues are shorter, but note that last entry is 45 minutes before closing and a relaxed visit takes two hours.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for full opening hours and to book ahead.



The Chapter Hall

Prepare to be dazzled by the sensory overload of Room I, where angels flutter on Marco Cozzi’s magnificent gilded ceiling, beneath which a collection of 14th- and 15th-century gold-and-tempera altarpieces compete for your attention.

Renaissance Pioneers

Room II launches you onto the threshold of the Renaissance with incredible altarpieces by Jacopo Bellini, Carpaccio and Conegliano. Chief among them are Bellini’s sweet-faced Madonna and Child, painted during Venice’s plague. The rapprochement between him and Conegliano is clear. Carpaccio’s Crucifixion and Glorification of the Ten Thousand Martyrs of Mount Ararat is saturated in red.

New Perspectives

In Rooms III and IV you can see the arrival of Tuscan influences in the expanding spatial awareness of Vivarini’s and Mantegna’s works.

The younger Giovanni Bellini effortlessly integrated this learning when he reoriented his canvases from portrait to landscape, which allowed for greater dilation of his figures and a great sense of space. Just look at his Pietà in Room V.


St Mark’s Story

Room VI delivers a thrilling storyboard of St Mark’s ill-fated life on huge canvases that once hung in the Scuola Grande di San Marco. There’s St Mark miraculously healing the cobbler Aniano, prompting amazed Egyptians to convert, then the Sultan ordering his arrest, and finally the bloody martyrdom. Most dramatic is Palma il Vecchio’s torrid rendering of St Mark, George and Nicholas Saving Venice from Demons, which fills the room with its glowering atmosphere, levitating waves and shrieking demons.


TAKE A BREAK

Impoverished artists and gallery-goers descend on Bar alla Toletta for grilled-to-order panini (sandwiches), while afternoon visits are best followed by drinks at Cantine del Vino già Schiavi.



Extraordinary Visions

The weird and wonderful visions of Hieronymus Bosch are gathered in Room VII. There are just three triptychs here: St Uncumber with her God-given beard to protect her avowed chastity; The Hermit Saints with Jerome, Anthony and Giles and a whole menagerie of Bosch’s weird creatures; and the acclaimed Four Visions of the Hereafter, imbued with otherworldly magic and mysticism.


THE ARCHITECTURE

The Accademia inhabits three conjoined buildings: the Scuola della Carità (1343), once a scuola grande (religious confraternity); Bartolomeo Bon’s Gothic Chiesa di Santa Maria della Carità (1448); and Palladio’s classical Convento dei Canonici Lateranensi (1530–42).



Elusive Giorgione

Only six canvases by Giorgione, who you’ll find in Room VIII, survive. The Accademia has two of the best, The Old and The Tempest. The paintings are emotionally nuanced and their meaning obscure. In The Tempest, a flash of lightning reveals two figures in an expressionistic landscape to a poetic effect.

Giorgione’s influence on Titian is clear in the delicate rendering of The Archangel Raphael and Tobias nearby.

A Feast for the Eyes

In Room X, Paolo Veronese’s Feast in the House of Levi was originally called ‘Last Supper’ until Inquisition leaders condemned him for showing dogs, drunkards, Muslims and Reformation-minded Germans cavorting with Apostles. He refused to change a thing, besides the title, and Venice stood by this act of defiance against Rome. Sit on the bench, taking in the dynamic scene.

Tintoretto & Titian

In Room XI, you arrive at the 16th-century titans: Tintoretto and Titian. Tintoretto’s sensational Miracle of the Slave (1548) made his name at age 29. In an astonishing composition, superman St Mark swoops head-first into the canvas to save a Christian slave from torture.


Titian’s Pietà is equally moving but entirely different. Instead of robust humanity, Titian’s forms appear like wraiths out of the darkness. It was painted in 1576, just before he was carried off by the plague.

Venetian Scenes

Closed for renovation at the time of writing, Rooms XVII–XXII have canvases from the Scuola Grande di San Giovanni Evangelista showing aspects of Venice’s pre-16th-century cityscape. They include Carpaccio’s sensational St Ursula cycle (Room XXI), and the fantastical bestiary of Tintoretto’s Creation of the Animals (Room XXIII).

Sala dell’Albergo

The Sala dell’Albergo remains the same as when it was the Scuola della Carità’s boardroom. Meetings took place here under a lavishly carved ceiling facing Antonio Vivarini’s Madonna Enthroned with Child in the Heavenly Garden, filled with fluffy bearded saints. Titian closes the 1st-floor circuit with his touching Presentation of the Virgin.

The Ground Floor

The highlights of the ground-floor collection are Rooms II and XI. The former is devoted to 18th-century Venice’s go-to ceiling guy Giambattista Tiepolo; the latter contains striking portraits by the great Italian Romanticist Francesco Hayez, who trained at Venice’s Academy and rose to become director of Milan’s art academy.

Marvel at the incredible realism of Aristide, the Greek philosopher, and the transfixing beauty of the violent Destruction of the Temple of Jerusalem – a piece he donated to Venice in thanks for his training there.


THE COLLECTION

Napoleon established the Academy of Fine Art in this confiscated religious complex in 1807. Paintings from the suppressed confraternity, secularised churches and palaces made up the first collection, which was used to train students. This was augmented by crates of looted artworks returned from the Louvre after Napoleon’s defeat in 1815 – the first act of restitution in modern times.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Peggy Guggenheim Collection


After losing her father on the Titanic, Jewish-American heiress Peggy Guggenheim found herself with a fortune and a self-professed addiction to art. She landed in Venice in 1948, where she turned her Grand Canal palace into a gallery for some of the world’s greatest modern art.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Enhance your visit with an audio guide, at a free daily presentation or by quizzing anyone with an ‘Ask Me About the Art’ badge. Workshops for children aged four to 10 are held on Sundays.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for full opening hours and to book ahead.



Modernist Collection

Guggenheim was one of the most influential modernist collectors of all time. Here, 326 paintings and sculptures include works by Kandinsky, Picasso, Mirò, Man Ray, Rothko, Mondrian, de Kooning, Duchamp and Dalí, as well as her ex-husband Max Ernst and her rumoured lover Jackson Pollock.

She collected according to her own convictions and championed the work of some 200 breakthrough artists – it’s no exaggeration to say her choices influenced the course of 20th-century art. Believing that art should be judged on its own merit, she opened her home to the public for free in 1951. It remains the most visited modern art museum in Italy today.

Avant-Garde Italians

Guggenheim was also a spirited advocate for contemporary Italian art, which had largely gone out of favour in the aftermath of WWII. Her support led to reappraisals of Umberto Boccioni, Giorgio Morandi, Giacomo Balla, Giuseppe Capogrossi and Giorgio de Chirico, and aided Venice’s own Emilio Vedova and Giuseppe Santomaso. Never afraid to make a statement, Guggenheim gave passing gondoliers an eyeful on her Grand Canal quay: Marino Marini’s 1948 Angel of the City, a bronze male nude on horseback, is visibly excited by the possibilities on the horizon.


Abstract Expressionism

In 2012, Hannelore and Rudolph Schulhof, Guggenheim board members, donated more treasures. They met Guggenheim in 1954 at the Biennale and hit it off over their shared conviction for collecting contemporary art. Their eclectic collection shows the diversity of postwar abstractionism, which stripped modernism down to its most essential aesthetic elements. Standouts include works by Mark Rothko, Joan Mitchel, Jean Dubuffet, Frank Stella, Cy Twombly and Andy Warhol.

Nasher Sculpture Garden

Once Guggenheim had filled the palazzo, she moved into the garden, adding bronzes by Henry Moore, Alberto Giacometti and Constantin Brâncuși, as well as intriguing granite creations by Anish Kapoor and Wish Tree by Yoko Ono. Thanks to a special dispensation from the city for her outstanding contribution, Guggenheim’s ashes are buried here with her 14 beloved Lhasa Apso dogs.


TAKE A BREAK

The gallery’s pavilion cafe offers excellent espresso, light lunches (with vegan options), high tea and prosecco with views over the sculpture garden.





WALKING TOUR

Walk Dorsoduro’s Back Streets


Dorsoduro curls round the bottom of the Grand Canal like a bent gondola prow. While its grand palace museums face off with San Marco on the northern side, behind them the neighbourhood convenes in sociable squares and on the Zattere. With alleys full of art galleries and bijou boutiques, it’s a lovely place for a stroll.



START

Pasticceria Tonolo

END

Al Chioschetto

LENGTH

3km; 45 minutes
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1 Divine Pastries

Start the day in Pasticceria Tonolo, Venice’s best pastry shop. Creamy cappuccinos are served with impressive speed while punters debate whether to take the apple or almond pastry, the fritole (fried dough) full of zabaglione (custard), or the beignet stuffed with hazelnut mousse. Order at the counter and pay afterwards.

2 Two Alternative Artworks

Walk south to Chiesa di San Pantalon. Its plain facade hides the astonishing 3D ceiling painting by Giovanni Antonio Fumiani, where angels appear to burst through the roof delivering the martyr to heaven. Just outside, as you cross the Rio de Ca’ Foscari, turn back to see Banksy’s Migrant Child just above the waterline.

3 A Local Scene

Stroll through Campo Santa Margherita, then hop across Ponte dei Pugni into charming Campo San Barnaba. Browse the buckets of artichokes in the barge selling produce from the canal; admire the toys in Signor Blum; contemplate a gelato at Grom; and snap a photo of the parish church featured in Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade.

4 Museum Mile

Continue south and east to the sound of music from the Liceo. Cross Ponte de le Maravegie and skirt around the Accademia. Then window-shop along the ‘Museum Mile’ to the Gothic church of San Gregorio. You’ll pass treasure-filled Bottega Cini, Marina e Susanna Sent glass studio, the Guggenheim shop, antiquarian Claudia Canestrelli and the fancy Fortuny studio.

5 Church & Lagoon Views

Hop across the wooden bridge to stand in the shadow of La Salute. Admire its octagonal design, compared by scholars to a Greco-Roman temple and Jewish cabbala diagrams. Climb the 150 steps up to the dome and make a circuit around it, taking in memorable 360-degree views of Venice, the Grand Canal and St Mark’s Basin.

6 Hospital of the Incurables

Double back beside the Giudecca Canal past the Accademia di Belle Arti. This prison-like structure was the 16th-century ‘Hospital of the Incurables’, built for syphilis sufferers – once a massive Venetian problem due to the city’s 12,000 prostitutes. However, Venice was ahead of the curve in investing public funds in this hospice. It’s occasionally open for student shows.

7 Sunset Drinks

Wander the last stretch of the Zattere enjoying the view. Stick your head into I Gesuati church to see Tiepolo’s luminous ceiling fresco. Just before you reach San Basilio, toast the sunset with a spritz (prosecco cocktail) at Al Chioschetto.



EXPERIENCES

Chill Out in Campo Santa Margherita Local square

Named after the deconsecrated church with its sawn-off bell tower, this elongated campo (square) is a buffet of contemporary Venetian culture. Sycamore trees, benches, wellheads and cafe tables decorate the open space.

Locals sit sunning themselves at Caffè Rosso (map Google map), browsers pick over the flea market, and seagulls eye up the fish stalls beneath the modest Scuola dei Varoteri (School of Tanners). Invariably, someone will be reading a book – probably from the nearby Marco Polo bookshop – on the steps of the WWI memorial.

At lunch, students grab pizza slices from Pizza al Volo or slurp ice cream from Gelateria Il Doge. Occasionally, there’s a protest – this campo was once the HQ for the Italian Socialist Party – and often you’ll see laurel-crowned graduates celebrating (the deconsecrated church is now the university auditorium). Then, when the clock strikes 6pm, everyone convenes for cocktails, craft beers and litres of spritz.

Practise Gratitude at La Salute Baroque basilica

map Google map

The COVID-19 pandemic provides a new perspective on the Basilica di Santa Maria della Salute (1687), built after the 1630–31 plague that carried off a third of Venice’s population. The church fulfils a promise made by the Senate to honour the Madonna if she saved the city. Baldassare Longhena designed it as a magnificent marble crown, which now stands supported by over a million tree trunks at the mouth of the Grand Canal – an enduring symbol of gratitude.

Even today, Venetians come in droves for the Festa della Madonna della Salute (21 November; see map Google map) to pray for good health. Then, the doors are flung open, stalls sell doughnuts and balloons, and the gondoliers get their oars blessed. Visit for free any time to admire the stunning marble floor, enjoy masterpieces by Titian and Tintoretto and Venice views from the epic cupola. Or, arrive at 3.30pm on a weekday to hear organ vespers fill the soaring dome with celestial sound.

Gasp at Venetian Decadence at Ca’ Rezzonico museum

map Google map

Now a museum to 18th-century arts, Ca’ Rezzonico provides a masterclass in Venice’s final age of decadence with its gilded ballroom, silk-lined boudoirs and OTT throne room. Wander its salons to admire Rosalba Carriera’s canny society portraits and Pietro Longhi’s social satires and contemplate how this epic palace went from Filippo Bon, aristocrat and Procurator of the city in 1649, to an early (albeit fabulous) house rental for songwriter Cole Porter in 1926.

Still, there’s no doubt Venice surrendered its global superpower status in style. The nouveau riche Rezzonico family, who bought their noble titles and the palace in 1750, spent a bomb commissioning Giam-battista Tiepolo to decorate. The shamelessly flattering frescoes were finished just in time to celebrate Carlo’s election to Pope. Their investments make this the city’s finest 18th-century palazzo (mansion) from a decadent era when Venetians partied into historic obscurity.

Admire Art at Punta della Dogana Contemporary art

map Google map

If you’re wondering why a medieval city like Venice has become one of the most important capitals of contemporary art, head to the Punta della Dogana. Once the city’s customs warehouse, designed by Giuseppe Benoni in 1677, it reopened in 2009 to display the art collection of billionaire François Pinault.

Prepare to be surprised when you step inside Tadao Ando’s minimalist industrial interiors. Concrete floors, wooden beams and floating staircases move you around huge sculptures, video installations and confronting artworks. Contemporary provocateurs Maurizio Cattelan, Damien Hirst, Subodh Gupta and the Chapman brothers have all exhibited here, and Pinault continues to commission artists worldwide in every conceivable medium. The gallery works in conjunction with Palazzo Grassi in San Marco, and the foundation hosts a busy schedule of events, workshops and guided tours – check the website for details. Exhibitions typically run from mid-March to December.


BAR-HOP AROUND CAMPO SANTA MARGHERITA

Ai Do Draghi

map Google map

‘Permesso!’ (Pardon!) is the chorus inside this historic bar, where the standing-room-only crowd spills onto the sidewalk with glasses of Veneto wine and tasty cicchetti (Venetian tapas).

Osteria alla Bifora

map Google map

The staff aren’t quick with that Ferrari-red meat slicer, but you’re here to relax in this brick-lined tavern where chandeliers set a mellow mood and friends share laughs at communal tables.

Skillà Bar

map Google map

This neon-lit drinking den serves a lengthy cocktail list and craft beers at friendly prices. There are also silent disco nights, occasional DJs and sports nights. It keeps serving until 2am.



Eat Ice Cream at Gelateria Nico ice-cream parlour

map Google map

On sunny days, seek out a pew beneath the blue-and-white awning of this vintage ice-cream deli on the Zattere. Going strong since 1937, Gelateria Nico is famous for its fluted glasses of whipped cream and gianduiotto (a slab of hazelnut ice cream). It also has the rare benefit of seating right on the Zattere overlooking the sparkling Giudecca Canal.

At lunchtime, families with ecstatic children sit in a sugar coma in the shade. Come evening, artisanal ice cream is replaced with a full-service cocktail bar churning out lurid-coloured spritz to accompany the sunset.

Hear Sopranos at Scuola Grande dei Carmini Classical concerts

map Google map

Few things can match the aura of fantasy that emanates from Giambattista Tiepolo’s luminous frescoes in the Scuola Grande dei Carmini like the soaring voices of Liesl Odenweller and Caterina Chiarcos. They are the sopranos for Venice Music Project, a nonprofit dedicated to rescuing baroque scores from Venetian libraries while donating funds to restore their host venues.

The group performs using historic instruments, which means you’ll be among a privileged audience hearing some 300-year-old piece of music that perhaps inspired Mozart but has since been forgotten.

Before the 7pm performance start, you’ll also have exclusive access to the lavish halls of the scuola. You can save the heavenly Tiepolo ceiling in the Chapter Hall for the concert, which provides a perfect soundtrack for the beneficent Madonna of Mt Carmel.

Run (or Walk) the Zattere Scenic embankment

By the time you’ve walked every calle (street) in Venice, you’ll be ready for the Venice Marathon (venicemarathon.it). It’s held every October and is surely the most scenic marathon in the world. While the 42km main event is a serious affair – starting on the mainland in Stra, near Padua – there are shorter 21km and 10km routes. All of them include the 2km stretch of the Zattere, Venice’s favourite track, which traces the water’s edge of the Giudecca Canal with convenient ramps over all the bridges.

Not here for the marathon? Never mind, a sunrise or sunset run along this embankment is a memorable experience, with views of Palladio’s churches across the water and seagulls coasting on the currents. Cajgo Venezia sells running gear, and also leads running and Nordic walking tours.

Admire Veronese at Chiesa di San Sebastiano Parish church

map Google map

Along with Titian and Tintoretto, Paolo Veronese (1528–88) is the third star of the Venetian Renaissance, and this modest parish church provides a showcase of his talents. The modest facade gives no clue of the interior, where Veronese painted and frescoed almost every square centimetre of the walls, ceiling, sacristy, altar and even the organ.

Veronese was famous for his scene-setting and storytelling abilities, and the trompe l’oeil effect magically marries the architecture and art as if the church were built around the paintings. Look for the archer shooting his arrows across the nave at St Sebastian on the other side. It’s pure theatre and demonstrates Veronese’s mastery of composition and the spectacle of 16th-century Venetian life. His surprisingly plain marble tomb is to the right of the organ.

Enjoy a Gig at Venice Jazz Club Jazz club

map Google map

Jazz is alive and swinging in Dorsoduro at the Venice Jazz Club, where the resident quartet takes to the stage Tuesday through Saturday for shows of classic and modern jazz, Latin jazz and bossa nova. The show starts at 9pm but some simple food is served from 7pm. You can also grab something at Osteria ai Pugni across the canal. Then settle in for a great evening – the venue is small, the players technically excellent and your hosts speak multiple languages and are great at making everyone feel welcome. Tickets are released online a week in advance; they include the first drink.


DIG INTO THE CONTEMPORARY ART SCENE

To learn more about the contemporary scene, take a tour with Venice For.

Patricia Low Venezia

map Google map

A new gallery showcasing exciting international artists. Her inaugural year included exhibits of the work of Amy Bessone, Philip Colbert and Candida Höfer.

La Toletta SpazioEventi

map Google map

A curious show space in the warehouse of the Toletta bookshop where the work of up-and-coming photographers is exhibited on industrial bookshelves.

Demarco Arte

map Google map

Demarco was originally founded as an artisan framing studio in 1953. Now, in addition to framing, a new generation promotes the work of 19th- and 20th-century Venetian artists.




SAN TROVASO’S GONDOLA WORKSHOP

map Google map

When it’s time for a tune-up, gondolieri head to the squero (boatyard). The wood cabin on the Rio di San Trovaso may look like a ski chalet, but is actually Squero di San Trovaso, one of the city’s five remaining boatyards.

From the opposite bank, you can see refinished gondolas drying in the yard. They are an incredible piece of engineering: the 11m hull requires 280 pieces of wood and needs to be tailored to the weight of the gondolier in an unfathomable asymmetrical shape.

Winter is the best time to watch carpenters at work from Osteria al Squero.



Make a Mask at Ca’ Macana craft studio

map Google map

Given the masks peeping out at you from frescoes and paintings all over the city, it’s hard to believe that Carnevale was outlawed by Napoleon in 1797 and mask-wearing banned. It remained thus until 1979 when city officials had the smart idea to revive the festival as a tourist attraction. By then the tradition of mask making was almost lost, so husband-and-wife team Davide Belloni and Antonella Masnata decided to open Ca’ Macana in 1986 to help revive the tradition.

In addition to creating some of the city’s most exceptional masks, they also run friendly 2½-hour courses in their atmospheric studio. You learn to make the classic bauta in papier-mâché, then you paint and decorate it with feathers, velvet and gold and silver leaf. Throughout, they throw in a little mask history and technical theory so you can understand the craft’s heritage. It’s a great family activity.

Escape to Chiesa di San Nicolò dei Mendicoli Romanesque church

map Google map

If you want to get off the beaten track, head to the working-class western reaches of Dorsoduro and the Romanesque church of San Nicolò dei Mendicoli (St Nicholas of the Beggars). Founded in the 7th century, this modest church is one of the oldest in Venice.

Nothing outside prepares you for the golden glow of the interior, which is covered in gilding. The decor is also unusual: a Byzantine iconostasis separates the nave from the presbytery and is topped by life-size painted and gilded statues (which also line the nave). In the centre, a pale Christ appears to levitate on his cross while all around are scenes depicting episodes from his life. Richly painted ceiling panels crown it all with a large tondo in the centre showing St Nicholas ascending to the heavens.

Cheer the Finish of the Vogalonga Regatta

Summer is better known in Venice as regatta season, when Venetians limber up for glory and prosecco. A good place to watch them is the embankment outside the Punta della Dogana, which marks the finish line of the city’s favourite competition, the Vogalonga (held in late May or early June).

Not so much a race as a show of endurance, this 32km ‘long row’ starts with nearly 2000 boats in front of the Palazzo Ducale, loops around Burano and Murano, and ends with wild cheering at the entrance to the Grand Canal.

This is also a good spot to watch the Regata Storica in September and the Grand Canal procession during Carnevale.

Escape Frescoes at Fondazione Vedova Art gallery

map Google map

If you’re looking for an antidote to all those gorgeous frescoes, hunt down Fondazione Vedova.

The legacy foundation of iconoclast Venetian abstract artist Emilio Vedova (1919–2006), it occupies two fantastic adjacent spaces on the Zattere: the 14th-century Magazzini del Sale (salt warehouses) and Spazio Vedova, an old boathouse which Emilio converted into his studio. The former was retrofitted by Vedova’s Pritzker Prize–winning friend Renzo Piano to showcase his huge expressionistic canvases, which are splashed with forceful yolk-yellow, black, blue and scarlet strokes.

It’s a fitting repurposing of the buildings, given that art has now replaced salt as the city’s most precious commodity. Exhibitions usually run in summer; check the website for details.

Take a Tuscan Break at Palazzo Cini House museum

map Google map

This elegant house museum on Campo San Vio was the home of Vittorio Cini, one of Italy’s richest men of the 20th century, a canny industrialist and the philanthropist behind the Fondazione Giorgio Cini.

The collection is small, refined and personal, consisting of Tuscan and Ferrarese Renaissance works that adorn a series of intimate salons sporting Persian rugs, period furniture and silk-velvet wallpapers. Upstairs, temporary exhibits highlight singular masterpieces, most recently Artemisia Gentileschi’s Cleopatra. The house is only open between April and October.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Refined Flavours

Riviera €€€

map Google map

Former rock musician GP Cremonini founded this fabulous restaurant to showcase Venice’s finest lagoon flavours. The setting, overlooking the Giudecca Canal, is similarly spectacular. Noon-10.30pm

Estro Vino e Cucina €€

map Google map

Estro is anything you want it to be: wine bar, aperitivo (pre-dinner drink) pit stop or sit-down degustation restaurant. Young-gun owners Alberto and Dario have a passion for contemporary Venetian cuisine that’s hard to match. 12.30-2.15pm & 6.30-10.15pm Wed-Mon

Enoteca ai Artisti €€€

map Google map

Dishes from the daily changing menu might include a lightly curried rabbit maltagliati (cut pasta) or beef cheeks with polenta chips paired with an exceptional local wine by your oenophile hosts. 12.45-2.45pm & 7-9.30pm Tue-Sat

Adriatica €€€

map Google map

Come dressed for the part in a playful Wes Anderson scene at the restaurant of Il Palazzo Experimental hotel. It’s a fun space with a modern menu showcasing Adriatic seafood (eel, octopus, monkfish) and small-production wines. 10am-10pm

Traditional Stalwarts

Da Codroma €€

map Google map

Slow Food hero, chef Nicola faithfully maintains Venetian traditions, serving classic dishes like il saor (cured sardines and prawns) at shared tables beside a canal. Noon-3.30pm & 6-11.30pm Tue-Sat

La Bitta €€

map Google map

La Bitta specialises in Venetian carnivore classics and seasonal veggies. The beef braised in Amarone melts in your mouth. It’s a good place to try fegato alla Veneziana (veal liver). 7-10pm Mon-Fri

Osteria Ai Do Farai €€

map Google map

Venetians pack this wood-panelled den, ordering up a storm of mixed antipasti, grilled bream and scampi e sogliole (sardines, prawns and sole in a tangy marinade). Service is leisurely. Noon-2pm & 7-10.30pm Tue-Sat, 7-10pm Mon

Antica Locanda Montin €€€

map Google map

This august inn has fed the likes of Peggy Guggenheim, Joseph Brodsky, Jimmy Carter and David Bowie. Solid seasonal offerings are served beneath a vine-covered pergola. 12.30-2.30pm & 7.30-10pm Fri-Sun, 7.30-10pm Wed & Thu, closed Jan–mid-Mar

Cheap & Cheerful

Al Profeta €

map Google map

Switch up your Venetian seafood diet with respectable pizza, grilled meats and duck bigoli (wholewheat pasta) at this popular hideaway. Noon-2.30pm & 6.30-10.30pm

Bar alla Toletta €

map Google map

Toletta satisfies those on a budget with a variety of 30 panini, including daily vegetarian options. The packed tramezzini (triangular stacked sandwiches) are famous. 7am-8pm

Caco Nero €

map Google map

On weekdays, this cafe keeps students watered and fed, with espresso, quiche, panini and spritz. On Saturdays, the focus is brunch, including French toast, bagels and even scrambled eggs and bacon. 8am-9pm Mon-Fri, to 3pm Sat

La Tecia Vegana €

map Google map

This organic vegan restaurant serves delectable porcini ravioli, melanzane parmigiana (aubergine and parmesan bake) and vegan tiramisu. Noon-2.30pm & 7-11pm Tue-Sat

Pastry Heroes

Pasticceria Tonolo €

map Google map

This city institution tempts Venetians with the most delicious pastries, doughnuts stuffed with Marsala cream, melting meringues and oozing chocolate-and-pistachio-stuffed croissants. 7.30am-8pm Tue-Sat, to 1pm Sun

Dal Nono Colussi €

map Google map

Everyone in Venice knows Colussi because they come here for their Easter fugassa veneziana, a sweetbread similar to Pandoro. Revisit often to sample other traditional treats with excellent coffee. 8.30am-1pm & 3-6.30pm Tue-Sat
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Drinking

Wine Bars with Snacks

Malvasia all’Adriatico Mar

map Google map

Stake out a place in this welcoming bar and let owner Francesco guide you through the natural malvasia wines, which you can pair with hunks of cheese, fried polenta and charcuterie. 5-10pm Mon-Thu, 11am-10pm Fri-Sun

Cantine del Vino già Schiavi

map Google map

It looks like a wine shop but functions as a bar and also serves great cicchetti. Chaos prevails, with an eclectic cast of locals inside or propping up the canal wall outside. 8.30am-8.30pm Mon-Sat

El Sbarlefo

map Google map

A pleasantly low-key wine bar with a sophisticated soundtrack, high-quality cicchetti and live music on the weekends. It also has a serious selection of spirits. 11am-midnight

Osteria ai Pugni

map Google map

There are over 50 wines by the glass at this ever-packed bar, pimped with magnum-bottle lamps and wine-crate tables. The latest drops come with aperitivo-friendly nibbles including polpette (meatballs). 8am-11pm

Ai Artisti

map Google map

Artsy students pack this cafe-bar and spill out onto the street. It’s been serving affordable spritz, spirits and snacks since 1897, and retains a local feel. 8am-10.30pm

Cocktail Masters

Il Palazzo Experimental

map Google map

The louche Lido-style bar in the old Adriatic Naval Company is the latest venture from the Experimental Cocktail Club. Choose from flavours like ‘green, fluffy’ or ‘bitter, intense’ depending on your mood. 10am-10pm

Chet Bar

map Google map

With its chequerboard floor tiles and Prohibition-era ephemera, this cocktail bar is a key player in the Campo Santa Margherita scene. Look out for DJ sets and promotional nights. 6pm-2am

Café Noir

map Google map

Just gritty enough to be bohemian without being divey, this dark-beamed bar offers a long list of cocktails, Guinness on tap and wine by the glass. It’s a solid favourite with students. Noon-2am Mon-Fri, from 7pm Sat & Sun

Democratic Drinking Dens

Al Chioschetto

map Google map

There’s no better place to park yourself for aperitivi and homemade flatbreads than this kiosk overlooking the Giudecca Canal. There’s live music on Wednesday and Saturday in summer. 8.30am-2am Mar-Oct, 9am-5pm Nov-Feb

Vacaria Pub

map Google map

A pub-brewery overlooking an open campo and several intersecting canals. There are nine artisanal beers on tap and hamburgers on the menu. Good value, good music and great vibes. 8.30am-midnight Wed-Mon, 5-10pm Tue
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Shopping

Fashion & Accessories

Solo Se

map Google map

Fashionable locals make a beeline for Solo Se’s collection of affordable, under-the-radar Italian brands. Staff have an eye for style, so put yourself in their helpful hands. 10am-7.30pm

Il Grifone

map Google map

All the brightly coloured belts, bags and wallets in the window are proudly made here, using traditionally tanned leather from Tuscany. Call in for a satchel or handbag to last a lifetime. 10am-6pm Tue-Sat

La Casa di Loto

map Google map

Venetians’ unique colour sensibility is amply on display at Diana Frasson’s treasure trove of handmade knits in wool, cashmere and silk cottons. 10.30am-7.30pm Mon-Sat

Memorable Keepsakes

Cornici Trevisanello

map Google map

Working in her father’s famous art framing shop, Silvia creates extraordinary photo frames decorated with Murano glass rods, pearls and gold leaf. They are utterly unique. 9am-12.30pm & 3.30-7pm Mon-Fri, 9am-12.30pm Sat

Claudia Canestrelli

map Google map

Coloured lithographs of lagoon fish, repurposed antique earrings and cufflinks, and brass paperweights of the lion of St Mark all make for charming souvenirs at this walk-in curio cabinet. 11am-3.30pm Fri & Sat, to 1pm Sun, otherwise by appointment

Bottega Cini

map Google map

A smart concept store near the Guggenheim that showcases local heroes: Merchant of Venice perfumes, Marisa Convento’s seed-bead jewellery, Nason Moretti glassware and Michela Bortolozzi’s amusing art candles and jewellery. 10am-1pm & 2-7pm Thu-Mon

Signor Blum

map Google map

Kids and adults adore the nostalgia-inducing handmade wooden puzzles of the Rialto Bridge, while the Calderesque mobiles made of carved gondola prows would be equally at home in an arty foyer or in a nursery. 10am-1pm & 3-7pm

Le Fórcole de Saverio Pastor

map Google map

This sawdust-scattered studio is where Saverio Pastor hand-carves fórcole (wooden gondola oarlocks). Pastor’s fórcole twist elegantly, striking an easy balance on gondolas and mantelpieces alike. 8am-6pm Mon-Fri

Glass Masters

Marina e Susanna Sent

map Google map

Defying centuries-old beliefs that women can’t handle molten glass, the Sent sisters’ minimalist art-glass jewellery is featured in museum stores worldwide. 10am-6.30pm Wed-Mon

Micheluzzi Glass

map Google map

Massimo Micheluzzi was a great Murano master known for his battuto (beaten) glassware. Now his daughters carry on his work, offering homewares in wonderfully tactile finishes and moody colours. 10am-1pm & 3-6.30pm Mon-Fri, 10am-1pm Sat

Laguna B

map Google map

This artful showroom specialises in goti, a traditional tumbler made by glassblowers with scraps of leftover glass. They’re gloriously fun and colourful and each one is a unique objet d’art. 10am-7pm Wed-Mon

PerlaMadreDesign

map Google map

You’ll often find Puglia-born Patrizia Iacovazzi at her table turning glass into striking jewellery using the lampwork technique. Her pieces are imbued with sun-drenched hues. 10am-1pm & 3.30-6pm Mon-Sat

Bookshops & Paper Art

Small Caps

map Google map

Established by two graphic-designer graduates, this studio sells cool poster art and original illustrations. They’re hand-printed in small runs and offer subtle commentary on the city. 10am-1pm & 3-6pm Mon-Sat

Paolo Olbi

map Google map

Thoughts worth committing to paper deserve Paolo Olbi’s journals, albums and stationery, whose fans include Hollywood actors and politicians. Olbi originals are handmade with heavyweight paper and exquisite leather bindings. 10.30am-12.30pm & 3.30-7.30pm Mar-Dec, 3.30-7.30pm Jan & Feb

Libreria La Toletta

map Google map

Whether you’re after a Venice-set Donna Leon detective novel or a hefty tome on Venetian history or art, this large bookshop (Venice’s oldest) stocks a huge range of English-language titles. 9.30am-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 10.30am-6.30pm Sun

Libreria Marco Polo

map Google map

Owner Claudio and his team can guide you to books about Venice, green issues and contemporary politics. Book readings usually take place on Friday. 10am-1.30pm & 2.30-8pm Mon-Sat, to 7pm Sun





Explore

San Polo & Santa Croce


If you want to discover how Venice lives when it’s not busy entertaining, head to Santa Croce. This tight-knit neighbourhood of winding alleys is full of artisan workshops, local restaurants and sunlit squares where children tear around on scooters. With only a couple of quirky museums, this is a place to relax into local life, prop up backstreet bars and chat with makers in their studios. Venture east or south and you’ll step into another scene altogether in San Polo, with the Rialto Market piled high with glistening lagoon goodies, Ruga Vecchia full of shoppers, and astonishing masterpieces in I Frari basilica and Scuola Grande di San Rocco. Whether you graze market-side bars or marvel at Titian’s Assumption, it doesn’t matter – both are heaven sent.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: ] Bus & Vaporetto

All bus services from the mainland terminate at Piazzale Roma in Santa Croce, including the airport shuttle. Pick up vaporetti (small passenger ferries) to continue your journey.

[image: ] Vaporetto

There are six Grand Canal stops in these two neighbourhoods. Line 1 stops at all of them; the faster line 2 only stops at Piazzale Roma and San Tomà.

[image: ] Traghetto

Gondola ferries row back and forth across the Grand Canal at two crossing points: Rialto Mercato (to Cannaregio) and San Tomà (to San Marco).


THE BEST

Gasp at your first sight of Titian’s glowing Madonna in the apse of I FRARI.

Work up an appetite over lagoon surf and turf in the RIALTO MARKET.

Sip regional wines in the sunshine of CAMPO SAN GIACOMO DALL’ORIO.

Admire Tintoretto’s homage to St Roch in the SCUOLA GRANDE DI SAN ROCCO.
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1Top Experiences

 Scuola Grande di San RoccoB5

 The RialtoG3

 I FrariC5




1Experiences

1Ponte di RialtoH4

2All’ArcoG4

6Ca’ PesaroF2

7Tessitura Luigi BevilacquaC1

8Vineria all’AmaroneF5

9Fondazione PradaF2

10Ponte delle TetteE4

11Palazzo MocenigoE2

12Venice Italian SchoolC4

13Scuola Grande di San Giovanni EvangelistaC4

14Chiesa di San PoloE5

17Palazzetto Bru ZaneC4

18Chiesa di San Giacomo dall’OrioC3

19Museo di Storia Naturale di VeneziaD1




5Eating

20Al Nono RisortoF3

21Birraria La CorteE4

22Mare MagnoA2

23Antiche CarampaneE4

24Trattoria da IgnazioD5

25Osteria Ae SaraccheB3

26Osteria La ZuccaD2

27Osteria TrefantiB3

28Il RefettorioB5

29Ostaria dai ZemeiG4

30GlamE2

31Wisteria RistoranteC6

32Zanze XVIA4

33Bar Ai NomboliD5

34Pasticceria RizzardiniF5

35Pasticceria Rio MarinB3




6Drinking

3Cantina Do SpadeG3

4Cantina Do MoriG4

5Al MercàH4

15Il MercanteC5

16The BarF5

36La BottigliaC4

37Osteria da FiloD3

38Bacareto da LeleA4

39StappoE3

40Al ProseccoD2

41Cantina ArnaldiA5

42Caffè del DogeG4

43MajerD2

44Bottega del Caffè DersutC5




7Shopping

45Damocle EdizioniF4

46VeneziastampaE3

47DoppioFondoC2

48PaperoowlB3

49Artigianato d’Arte di Mauro VianelloF3

50Bruno BarbonC5

51Gilberto PenzoD5

52Alberto Sarria MasksG4

53Oh My BlueC6

54L’Angolo d’OroC4

55Bottega Orafa ABCD2

56TabinotabiH4

57Process CollettivoC5

58Emilio CeccatoH4

 Pied à Terre(see 56)

59Isla FontaineD5








TOP EXPERIENCE

Scuola Grande di San Rocco


This 16th-century confraternity clubhouse is considered Venice’s Sistine Chapel thanks to the remarkable painting cycle created in situ by Tintoretto. Dedicated to St Roch, saviour of plague victims, its biblical scenes read like a gripping graphic novel and capture the drama of Jesus’ final days and the Black Death.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

You’ll need half a day to enjoy the incredible artwork. Grab an explanatory leaflet or audio guide at the entrance, and a mirror to avoid neck strain when viewing the ceiling panels.
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Scan this QR code for full opening hours and admission fees.



Sala Terrena

Although painted last, between 1581 and 1588, Tintoretto’s paintings on the ground floor are an opener to the New and Old Testament schema and Passion cycle upstairs. They depict Christ’s early life – for example, the Adoration of the Magi and the Flight into Egypt – and are cleverly adapted to the architecture.

In the Annunciation, Gabriel swoops into Mary’s room past a crumbling Roman column, mirroring one in the hall, while the red-and-white floor tiles match those you’re standing on. Compare the dynamism of this scene (a hallmark of Tintoretto’s furious style) with Titian’s zen-like Annunciation on the landing of the monumental staircase as you head upstairs.

Scarpignano Staircase

Ascending this epic stone staircase is like running the gauntlet through a circle of hell, thanks to Antonio Zanchi’s rendering of the Virgin Appearing to the Plague Victims (1666). His gigantic figures dominate the wall set in horrifying scenes of the 1630–31 plague. The disturbingly foreshortened corpses of a woman and child covered in bulbous sores protrude out of the gloom, above which stands a burly pizzigamorto (body collector) ready to ferry them to a mass grave. Bodies lie piled up behind them, creating an atmosphere of pestilence in the confined quarters.

Venice lost 33% of its population in this plague, and these operatic paintings provide a lesson in the power of St Roch’s cult in the post-plague city.


QUICK BREAK

Visiting the scuola is an intense experience. Fuel up on gourmet panini (sandwiches) at Bar Ai Nomboli before or, in the afternoon, finish with a cocktail at Il Mercante.



Sala Capitolare

Arriving in the Chapter Hall, you’ll be seized by a powerful instinct to duck beneath the Old Testament ceiling scenes of Moses striking water from a rock and manna raining from heaven. The 21 ceiling panels transmit messages of healing and divine charity, the confraternity’s core mission. A highlight is the Brazen Serpent, with its column of dead and dying Israelites tumbling earthwards.


Around the perimeter, New Testament stories read like a galloping graphic novel. Christ’s humanity shines most notably in Agony in the Garden, where Jesus faces his fate against a black X-shaped void in which Tintoretto planted the seeds of modern expressionism. Giorgione’s Christ Carrying the Cross, set on an easel, is the most valuable artwork in the scuola – a miracle-working image whose 16th-century fame raked in the donations that funded the building’s construction.


GETTING AHEAD

Everyone wanted the San Rocco commission and Tintoretto, a lowly dyer’s son, was not the favourite. In order to beat the considerable competition he needed to do something exceptional. So, instead of producing sketches, he painted a canvas of St Roch and fitted it to the boardroom ceiling. When admonished, he grandly donated it, knowing the confraternity couldn’t refuse.



Sala dell’Albergo

The stories of the Chapter Hall conclude in the Sala dell’Albergo with Tintoretto’s immense Crucifixion (1565), which artist John Ruskin described as ‘beyond all analysis and above all praise’.

It’s classic Tintoretto: gigantic, ferociously painted and hallucinatory in its ability to combine the other-worldly with everyday life. Christ’s divinity shines like a beacon above a crowd of onlookers provocatively depicting Venetians (Girolamo Rota, the chief official of the scuola, rides the white horse), suggesting the dark world they inhabit extends to the present. It’s a masterclass in naturalism, spatial composition and heightened chiaroscuro, stylistic traits that have influenced artists as diverse as Velázquez, Rembrandt, El Greco, Manet, Pollock and Anselm Keifer.

Chiesa di San Rocco

After touring the scuola, you might need a moment to regain the sensation in your ocular nerves inside its church. Here, you’ll find a couple of tamer Tintoretto works, including San Rocco Healing the Animals. The church was built by Bartolomeo Bon between 1489 and 1508, but once Tintoretto started on the painting cycle in the scuola, Bon’s church was downgraded to the next-best status. Roch’s saintly remains rest here in a casket above the altar.



TOP EXPERIENCE

The Rialto


The Rialto is more than just the bridge and Rialto Market – it’s a network of thrumming streets and squares that first emerged on the Realtine Islands, where Venice was born. Exploring it vividly connects you to both the living and historical city in a daily vortex of people.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

The fish market is closed on Sunday and Monday; the produce market is closed on Sunday only. The busiest days are Tuesday and Friday. Locally sourced produce is labelled ‘Nostrana’.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more on Project Rialto (in Italian only).



Campo San Giacomo di Rialto

As you step off the Rialto Bridge into San Polo, you’ll find yourself on Ruga degli Orefici (Street of Goldsmiths) where, behind the souvenir stalls, frescoed porticoes shade smart shops that once housed jewellers, gem merchants and drapers selling valuable fabrics from China and Persia.

On the right, a small campo (square) opens up; it was once peopled by bankers at trestle tables funding the whole show. The square’s unassuming church, San Giacometto, is one of the oldest in Venice. Legend says the Republic was launched here on 25 March 421 when the church was consecrated, but the present structure dates to 1097.

On the exterior of the apse, an inscription admonishes merchants to be honest in their trade. Those who weren’t might find themselves stripped and made to run naked from San Marco to the statue of Il Gobbo (the Hunchback), which crouches opposite the church. He also held aloft city officials who announced international news concerning conflicts and prices – an early version of the stock exchange.


Fabbriche Nuove

Duck beneath the arcades from Campo San Giacomo and you’ll find yourself in a sunny trapezoid beside the Grand Canal. Behind you are two smart restaurants: Naranzaria (named for the orange merchants) and Bancogiro, housed in one of the first public banks in the city. Both have alfresco tables where it’s nice to catch some rays and watch the boats on the Grand Canal.

Beside this sweet spot is the impressive 88m-long Fabbriche Nuove, built in the mid-16th-century by Sansovino to give the market a more decorous water-facing aspect. It housed the magistrates of the Rialto, who were in charge of all customs and duties and were regularly plagued by rat infestations from the market.


A QUICK APERITIVO

Hole-in-the-wall Al Mercà is the most popular market-side bacaro (bar) for an aperitivo (pre-dinner drink).




Erbaria (Produce Market)

Walk the length of the Fabbriche Nuove to the Erbaria, the market’s epicentre, where cargo boats offload their goods. It’s a great place to acquaint yourself with speciality Veneto veggies that look like they’ve landed from another planet. There are Sant’Erasmo castraure (the first artichoke buds of the season) coloured an unearthly ultraviolet hue, white Bassano asparagus which seem to have sprouted on the moon, and pink frilly radicchio resembling mutant Martian flowers.

Look out for the Moro brothers – they’ve been selling veg here for over 40 years and always snag the best of the season’s produce.

Pescaria (Fish Market)

Adjacent to the produce market is the Rialto’s neo-Gothic fish hall, which fills with bounty of the lagoon starting at 6.30am – a tradition dating back to 1097. Here, fishmongers face off with seagulls and fastidious Venetian customers who come early (8am, if you can) to examine the precious haul.

Press forward to see the inky icebergs of seppie (cuttlefish), gulp at the price per kilo of moeche (soft-shelled crab) and admire mountains of plump mackerel and bluish sardines. As you browse, meet the stranger denizens of Venetian menus, such as canoce (mantis shrimps), prehistoric-looking spider crabs, miniscule schie (lagoon shrimp) and moscardini (baby octopus). Also look up at the grotesque fishheads on the column capitals and note the 1173 marble plaque detailing the minimum allowable sizes for lagoon fish.

By midday, the show is over and everyone exits to the nearest market-side bar; I Compari specialises in boiled octopus.


PROJECT RIALTO

Given the shrinking number of city residents, Venice’s millennia-old market is at risk. Progetto Rialto aims to revive its fortune by transforming the top floor of the market hall and the Fabbriche Nuove into event spaces. As a visitor, contribute some love by buying some produce and frequenting market bars.





TOP EXPERIENCE

I Frari


As you’ve no doubt heard, there’s a Titian – make that the Titian – altarpiece at the Friary. But the 14th-century Gothic basilica is itself a towering achievement, with a heaven-scraping ceiling, intricate marquetry choir stalls and a succession of grandiose monuments lining its high brick walls.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Grab a leaflet at the entrance detailing a plan of the church. There’s also an audio guide in six languages. Appropriate dress is required to enter.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for full opening hours and to download a map.



Madonna of the Assumption

If you’re going to see one piece of art in Venice, make it Titian’s 1518 Assumption. The most important Renaissance painter in Venice completed over 600 works, but his smouldering Madonna leaping heavenwards in the swirl of her vermilion dress is undoubtedly his most inspired piece.

You’ll spot it the minute you step through the doors – a glowing red light drawing you towards the apse. As you admire it, you’ll catch yourself gasping and pointing much like the apostles at the Virgin’s feet. This incredible display of movement and colour consolidated Titian’s place as a rival to Michelangelo and Raphael.

Other Masterpieces

It’s a tough act to follow, but there are other unmissable treasures in the Friary. Another Titian in the fourth altar on the left is the dreamlike family portrait, Madonna of the Pesaro Family (1526). Then there’s the miniscule puzzlework marquetry in the choir stalls and an achingly sweet Madonna and Child by Giovanni Bellini in the sacristry. The first portrait ever of a Doge – painted in 1339 by Paolo Veneziano – is found in the Sala del Capitolo.

Finally, Bartolomeo Vivarini’s golden panel of St Mark Enthroned is in the Capella Corner.


Monumental Tombs

There are 17 altars and tombs in the nave, many dedicated to Doges. Baldassare Longhena’s triumphal arch for Doge Pesaro is an unmissable monstrosity. It’s held aloft by four black giants who telegraph the subjection of the Ottomans enslaved during the war of Candia (Crete) – a shocking piece of propaganda as Crete was lost in 1669, the year the monument was completed.

Titian is buried in the second altar on the right, facing a modern-looking marble pyramid. The latter was designed by Antonio Canova and intended for Titian, but the esoteric Masonic design was rejected. It was only realised in 1822 by Canova’s students for the great sculptor himself. Note the figure of Sculpture entering the tomb carrying the vase with Canova’s heart – the rest of him is buried in Possagno.


TAKE A BREAK

Retire to a table beneath the leafy arbour of Trattoria da Ignazio for grilled fish and white wine. Or skip across two bridges to La Bottiglia for superior sandwiches.





WALKING TOUR

Walk Santa Croce to San Polo


It’s fairly easy to escape the crowds in the narrow alleys of Santa Croce and San Polo, despite this being the heart of Venice. This route takes you from the throngs of the Rialto to some of Venice’s most ancient corners over bridges with charming views. Along the way are hidden palaces, architectural anomalies and great bars.



START

Chiesa di San Giacomo di Rialto

END

Al Prosecco

LENGTH

1.1km; 1½-2 hours


[image: 13-santa-croce-san-polo-wt-pk-vnc7-jpg]




1 A Lavish Market Church

Start at the San Giacomo di Rialto church. Its huge, single-handed clock never tells the right time. The main altar, with its namesake statue of St James, was paid for by the guild of cheesemakers; Marco Vecellio’s Annunciation was sponsored by the grain sifters; and the altar of St Anthony Abbot was commissioned by the gold- and silversmiths.

2 Market Browsing & Coffee Stop

Nip behind the souvenir stalls opposite the church and admire the frescoed porticoes. Then, continue on Ruga dei Spezieri. You’ll pass La Baita cheese shop and the famous Drogheria Mascari deli, before you reach Campo delle Beccarie. This was the butchers’ market next to the Pescaria. Wander around the fish stalls and have a coffee or spritz (prosecco cocktail) at Bar all’Mercato.

3 Red-Light Legacy

Cross the Rio delle Beccarie and continue to Calle dei Boteri. Turn left and wander down, noticing the coats of arms and friezes on the buildings. Turn right on Carampane and right again under Sotoportego Carampane. This covered alley is Venice’s historic red-light district, where older prostitutes were retired in Ca’ Rampani palace. Further on is Ponte delle Tette (Tits Bridge).

4 Art in Rococo Splendour

You’re now well off the beaten path in the most ancient heart of Venice, where you’ll be almost entirely alone. Pause on the next bridge, Ponte de L’Agnella, to enjoy the picturesque view of the canal. Then visit 17th-century Palazzo Bonvicini to the see the Valmont Foundation’s latest contemporary art show in gorgeously decorated rococo rooms.

5 A Movie-Set Moment

Continue west, turning left down Calle Longa, then right down Campiello del Forner, then left and right again until you land in Campo San Boldo. You might recognise the square from A Haunting in Venice, in which Kenneth Branagh is pictured on the bridge below Palazzo Grioni with its severed bell tower. It was once attached to the San Boldo church, demolished in 1826.

6 An Alfresco Prosecco

Cross the crooked bridge and turn right into Calle del Tentor. You could stop at Venezia Vineria for a traditional vini sfuso (wine on tap) and browse Japanese-Venetian fashion at Anatema before arriving in the sunlit San Giacomo dall’Orio. Pop into the church to see the artworks, then take a pew at Al Prosecco and order a platter of cold cuts and cheese.



EXPERIENCES

Admire the Ponte di Rialto An iconic view

map Google map

One of the great moments along the Grand Canal occurs when you turn the corner after the market and see the Rialto Bridge. Built by Antonio da Ponte in 1591, it’s a Venetian icon. Some days, it seems like all the world is here buying souvenirs or snapping photos from the sunny southern side. But it’s always been thus – Vittorio Carpaccio captured the scene in his painting Miracle of the Relic of the True Cross on the Rialto Bridge (1494–96), in the Accademia. That early wooden bridge burnt in a revolt in 1310 and its replacement collapsed under an excitable wedding crowd in 1444 and again in 1524.

Exasperated officials then called for a bridge made of stone. Designs were tendered by Sansovino and Palladio, and Ponte’s single-arch structure with its two rows of inward-looking shops won. The audacious engineering, predicted to collapse, has defied the critics for over 400 years; come to enjoy the view.


BEST RIALTO BARS

Cantina Do Spade

map Google map

Famously mentioned in Casanova’s memoirs, cosy ‘Two Spades’ was founded in 1488 and continues to keep punters happy with its Veneto and Istrian wines and laid-back management.

Cantina Do Mori

map Google map

You’ll feel like you’ve stepped into a Rembrandt painting at this rustic 15th-century bar. Under a ceiling hung with copper pots, sample dozens of local labels alongside pickled onions with anchovies.

Al Mercà

map Google map

A cupboard-sized counter on a Rialto Market square serving top-notch prosecco and wines by the glass. There’s no seating; everyone stands in the square. Edibles include meatballs made of beef, tuna or aubergine.



Get Greedy at All’Arco Venetian tapas

map Google map

If you’re in the vicinity of the Rialto, make a beeline for Venice’s best cichetteria, All’Arco. This vintage corner bar is now run by the fourth generation of the Pinto family, who emigrated from Puglia to open a wine store. Since then they’ve spread their creative wings and, armed with the best daily ingredients from the market, father-son team Francesco and Matteo serve miniature masterpieces to hungry patrons.

On Mondays when the Pescaria is closed, Francesco may wrap wild asparagus in rare roast beef; when Saturday’s seafood haul arrives, you might luck upon their homemade baccalà (cod), stirred for 48 hours to achieve that oh-so-creamy texture. Even with copious glasses of wine from Friuli, Trentino or the Veneto, hardly any meal here tops €20. It’s open until 2.30pm Monday to Saturday, and to 7pm in summer.

Discover Italian Modernists at Ca’ Pesaro art museum

map Google map

Although the palazzo housing Venice’s Modern Art Museum is classical to the core – built for Doge Pesaro in 1710 by baroque starchitect Baldassare Longhena – its collection is unconventional thanks to less well-known proprietor, Duchess Bevilacqua La Masa.

The unorthodox Duchess was a committed art patron and founded a residency aimed at supporting impoverished Italian artists. On her death in 1898, she willed the palace and her art to the city, on condition they continue her work driving innovation in Italian art.

It’s thanks to that bequest and subsequent generous donations from early Biennales that you can now tour the frescoed halls, admiring extraordinary wax works by Medardo Rosso and avant-garde sculptures by Adolfo Wildt. There are also works by Klimt, Chagall, Morandi, De Chirico, Carrà, Kandinsky, Matta and Balla.

The ticket includes access to temporary modern art exhibitions and the eccentric Oriental Art Museum on the top floor, which is full of Japanese art and weaponry.

Glimpse History at Tessitura Luigi Bevilacqua Historic factory

map Google map

Upon stepping into Tessitura Luigi Bevilacqua, you can literally smell the history it holds. Founded in 1875 by Catalan silk weaver Giacomo Bevilacqua, the factory still houses 18 300-year-old jacquard looms where weavers fashion silk velvets in colours worthy of a Titian painting. It’s the last remaining place in Venice to practise these ancient skills. Once there were 6000 looms across the city, mainly in Cannaregio, where fortunes were made trading fabrics with Jews, Turks, Armenians and Greeks.

These days customers include the Kremlin, royal palaces and top-tier fashion houses – no wonder, when a weaver can create only 30cm a day and a metre of fabric costs €3000 to €6000. Wandering between hand-turned warping creels and archaic-looking looms is a thrilling experience as they crash and bang, weaving a web of the finest shimmering threads. A guide is essential to understand the intricacies of punch cards and machines featured in Diderot’s encyclopedia; try Luisella Romeo at See Venice for illuminating tours.


THE OTHER MARKET: PONTE DELLE TETTE

map Google map

No one remembers the original name of Ponte delle Tette, known since the 15th century as ‘Tits Bridge’. Back in those days, the shadowy porticoes flanking the bridge were a designated red-light zone where neighbourhood prostitutes displayed their wares in windows.

The most ambitious working girls might be found studying: for educated conversation, cortigiane (courtesans) might charge 60 times the basic rates. Fees were set by the state (soap cost extra), the rates of high-end cortigiane were published in catalogues extolling their merits, and the height of platform shoes was limited to a staggering 30cm.



Sample Wine at Vineria all’Amarone Wine bar

map Google map

Italy is the world’s largest producer of wine and the Veneto is its top regional producer. That means there’s a lot of exciting local vino to try, and Vineria all’Amarone has made it its mission to help curious visitors explore the extraordinary diversity of Italian craft producers with curated wine flights (five glasses per flight). Chief among them is regional hero, Amarone, the Titian of Veneto wines with a full-bodied, voluptuous flavour. But there’s plenty more besides, from biodynamic Garganega to aromatic Lugana and spicy Valpolicella Ripasso.

If you want to dig deep, your server will talk you through them, even bringing you spices and herbs to help you identify aromas, or you can drink your wines in peace with platters of cicchetti (Venetian tapas) and premium cold cuts. Afterwards, buy your favourites in the shop next door at a 20% discount and have them shipped home.

Join the Debate at Fondazione Prada Contemporary art

map Google map

Don’t even think about coming to the Prada Foundation without an opinion. Despite the period appearance of the palazzo – thanks to Domenico Rossi’s 1728 design – the art shows installed here between May and November are cutting edge.

The 2023 show, ‘Everyone Talks About the Weather’, delved into Venice’s precarious environmental future and delivered an experience full of beauty and high anxiety, with the water of the Grand Canal literally lapping at the palace door. These deep dives into pressing intellectual and social concerns are creatively made manifest in installations by some of the most avant-garde contemporary artists and are stunningly presented against the frescoed walls. Those on the principal floor depict episodes from the life of Caterina Cornaro, Queen of Cyprus, who was born here in 1454.

Envy Past Fashion at Palazzo Mocenigo museum

map Google map

When Dutch artist Albrecht Dürer arrived in Venice in 1505, like you, he headed to the Rialto for a spot of shopping. After his sojourn he painted the glorious Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary (1506), an image so full of luxurious Venetian fashion it makes you gasp. You can pore over the finer details of 17th- and 18th-century high styles at Palazzo Mocenigo.

Home to one of Venice’s most influential families, the opulent mise en scène includes a host of sumptuously dressed mannequins in the frescoed salons. They stand mid-room with their risqué necklines and 1m-wide bustles or perch cross-legged on rococo chairs kitted out in knee breeches and silk stockings.

There’s a room dedicated to exquisitely embroidered waistcoats and another given over to a 16th-century perfumer’s laboratory. The mastery of the artisanship involved demonstrates why Venice was the fashion capital of Europe for centuries.

Talk, Eat, Live Italian Language school

map Google map

At some point in your trip to Venice, you might notice a rental sign on a palace door that starts you daydreaming on what it might be like to live in this floating city.

While there’s no magic bullet for becoming a Venetian, if you sign up for a course with Venice Italian School you’ll get a very real insight into how Venice ticks. Run by brother-and-sister duo Diego and Lucia Cattaneo, classes are held in their family house on Campo San Stin and the school uses the broader classroom of Venice to draw out students’ burgeoning language skills in ‘walk-and-talk’ sessions. Courses can be organised for adults and children between the ages of five and 13.

Candlelit Concerts at San Giovanni Evangelista Historic house

map Google map

Venice’s oldest confraternity, the Scuola Grande di San Giovanni Evangelista, was founded in 1261 by a group of flagellants who whipped themselves in penance.

Suppressed by Napoleon in 1806, it was revived as a Mutual Aid Society 50 years later and these days focuses on more forgiving conferences and concerts.


While exhibits are held on the ground floor, it’s more exciting to come in the evening, when you can sweep up Mauro Codussi’s monumental staircase to your concert venue: Giorgio Massari’s spectacular 1762 meeting hall with its masterpiece marble floor. As string quartets skilfully knock out tributes to Queen, Coldplay and even Led Zeppelin, the multicoloured marble glows in the candlelight and vast scenes from St John’s life disappear with the notes into the shadows.

Revisit for a tour to enjoy the impressive art and architecture of the complex and see the gorgeous rock-crystal reliquary, which holds two fragments of the True Cross.


COCKTAIL CRAWL

Venice’s cocktail craze started when Il Mercante (map Google map) opened its doors in 2016. Its inventive cocktails put other bars on notice and since then, the city’s cocktail scene has matured in exciting directions.

Now the annual Venice Cocktail Week (held in September/October) features 31 cocktail bars and 24 restaurants. Chief among them is The Bar (map Google map) at Aman’s magnificent Palazzo Papadopoli with its Cesare Rotta frescoed ceiling, red-silk walls and resident cocktail connoisseur, Count Arrivabene. If you can’t make it for the festival’s masterclasses, walking tours and tastings, consider a cocktail tour with Monica Cesarato.



Chill Out in Campo San Polo Local square

In a city of so much opulence, the friendly feel of Campo San Polo is refreshing. It’s the second-largest square in the city and has long been a locus for public gatherings.

In the 15th century it hosted bull races; now it’s open-air concerts, summer film screenings and ice-skating in December and January. There are some rare benches where you can sit in the sun, perhaps with a pastry from nearby Rizzardini. Otherwise, in the northeastern corner there’s Birraria La Corte, the first Pilsner brewing factory in Italy and still a great pizzeria serving craft beer. Or, you can pop into the unassuming Chiesa di San Polo (map Google map) to admire Tintoretto’s Last Supper (1569) alongside paintings by Veronese and Tiepolo.

Commissario Brunetti, the hero of Donna Leon’s best-selling mystery series, lived near Campo San Polo. To explore his favourite haunts, pick up a copy of Brunetti’s Venice by Toni Sepeda.

Experience a Concert at Palazzetto Bru Zane concerts

map Google map

In Venice, a ‘casino’ was a small, private palace where family and friends gathered to listen to music, gamble and generally have a good time. Palazzetto Bru Zane is a perfect example of one, built in the 17th century for the Zane family, who wanted their own concert hall across the garden from their main palazzo.

It’s gorgeously bijou, decorated with Sebastiano Ricci frescoes, marble mosaic floors and sumptuous wood carving. In 2009, its 100-seat music room was restored to its original function thanks to the Centre for French Romantic Music. The season runs from October to May, when you can book a night beneath the tumbling angels to hear romantic harmonies by the likes of Georges Bizet, Jules Massenet and André Onslow, the French Beethoven. Free guided tours of the building also run on Thursdays.

Socialise in Campo San Giacomo dall’Orio Local square

At one time or another during the day, Venetians will pause in one or other of the city’s campi. They may catch up with friends over coffee, sip a prosecco at a nearby bar or bask in the sun with a gelato.

A perfect microcosm of this neighbourly scene can be found in Campo San Giacomo dall’Orio, a charming square with a couple of shady sycamore trees, a Majer bakery, the excellent Al Prosecco wine bar and the first-class ice-cream deli, Gelato di Natura, which turns out the creamiest small-batch gelato. Also on the square is the Romanesque Chiesa di San Giacomo dall’Orio (map Google map) with a couple of notable artworks by Lorenzo Lotto and Paolo Veneziano. Take a quick tour, then buy a cone of black-cherry ripple or tiramisu Venezia and enjoy the vibe.

Dig Dinosaurs at the Museo di Storia Naturale di Venezia museum

map Google map

Families looking for a bit of fun should head to the Italo-Byzantine palace of the Dukes of Ferrara. They lived here until they were elbowed aside in 1621 to make room for Venice’s most important trading partner: Turkey – hence the building’s name, the Fondaco dei Turchi (Turkish trading house).

After the Turks departed in 1858, it was repurposed as the city’s Natural History Museum. Downstairs, a fish tank of Venetian coastal specimens bubbles for attention, while upstairs is a more exciting display of dinosaurs, including an ouranosaurus from the Sahara, a 12m-long prehistoric crocodile skeleton and a 120-million-year-old Psittacosaurus mongoliensis.

Besides the evolutionary run-down, there are exhibits from Venice’s age of exploration, when adventurers like Marco Polo collected specimens from distant lands to serve science, social agendas and questionable colonial fascinations.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

No-Nonsense Dining

Al Nono Risorto €

map Google map

A simple trattoria with a vine-hung terrace. Plates are heaped with squid-ink pasta, pizza and Venetian specials such as sarde in saor (sardines in vinegar). Thu-Tue

Birraria La Corte €€

map Google map

This one-time bull stable became a brewery in the 19th century to keep Venice’s Austrian occupiers occupied. The beer and steak remain staples, but it also serves excellent pizza. Wed-Mon

Mare Magno €€

map Google map

Opposite the train station with grape vines muralled on the walls, glittering Grand Canal views and excellent homemade pasta and seafood. Welcoming, informal and great value. Wed-Mon

Classic Venetians

Antiche Carampane €€€

map Google map

In the old red-light district, this Venetian classic delivers fine renderings of traditional dishes and seasonal seafood platters. Venetians love it, so book ahead. Tue-Sat

Trattoria da Ignazio €€

map Google map

White-jacketed waiters serve pristine grilled lagoon fish and fresh pasta with a flourish. Wed-Sun & 7-10pm Tue

Osteria Ae Saracche €€

map Google map

Enjoy the view of the Rio Marin as you tuck into hearty plates of musetto (sausage) or bigoli (Venetian fresh pasta) in salsa. There are often cultural events. Tue-Sat

Creative Takes on Tradition

Osteria La Zucca €€

map Google map

Vegetable-centric, seasonal plates bring spice-trade influences to local produce at La Zucca. Its pumpkin flan is famous. The island produce is the star. Mon-Sat

Osteria Trefanti €€€

map Google map

Venice’s spice trade lives on at elegant Trefanti, where scallops are elevated with fennel and clams come in unctuous coconut milk. Wine pairings are similarly inspired. 7-10pm Tue-Sat

Il Refettorio €€€

map Google map

A restaurant with a smart interior, a pewter and ebony bar, and an interesting modern menu featuring juicy Chianina burgers alongside lemon-scented crab and guinea-fowl tortellini. Noon-3pm & 6.30-10pm Thu-Tue

Ostaria dai Zemei €

map Google map

Twins Franco and Giovanni run this closet-sized counter serving inspired cicchetti (Venetian tapas) such as gorgonzola with peperoncino (chilli) marmalade or chicory with leek and marinated anchovies. To 8.30pm daily


Michelin Stars

Glam €€€

map Google map

The deceptively simple-sounding menus disguise the brilliance of Donato Ascani’s cooking, which elevates lagoon ingredients to the highest levels of flavour. The beautiful restaurant is in Palazzo Venart. Wed-Sun

Wisteria Ristorante €€€

map Google map

Chef Dallamano conjures superb tasting menus full of wild fish, just-plucked lagoon veggies and melt-in-the-mouth meat. Dining beneath the wisteria is a bonus. 7-10pm Mon & Tue, lunch Fri-Sun

Zanze XVI €€€

map Google map

Adventurous trade-routes flavours with traditional recipes spiced up with kimchi, sumac, tamarind and shikuwasa limes. The artful plating is almost too beautiful to eat. Wed-Sun

Pastries, Cakes & Sandwiches

Bar Ai Nomboli €

map Google map

This unassuming bar near the vaporetto is packed with locals who come for gourmet sandwiches with local cheeses, porchetta, roast vegetables, salami and fresh greens. 7am-9pm Mon-Sat

Pasticceria Rizzardini €

map Google map

This tiny corner bakery has earnt its reputation for cakes, pastries and biscuits since 1742. Troll the biscuit section for pallone di Casanova (Casanova’s balls) and other typical Venetian sweets. 7am-7.30pm Wed-Mon

Pasticceria Rio Marin €

map Google map

A vintage patisserie turning out excellent almond pastries, homemade plum and peach cakes, and crostata di marrone (chestnut tart). Sit canalside with coffee and tiramisu – heaven! 7.30am-6.30pm Thu-Tue

[image: img]
Drinking

Cheap & Cheerful Bars

La Bottiglia

map Google map

This tiny bar by a picturesque bridge packs a punch with aged prosciutto haunches hanging from the ceiling and walls lined with interesting regional wines. Ask the friendly owner for a recommendation. 10am-10.30pm Sun-Thu, to 11.30pm Fri & Sat

Osteria da Filo

map Google map

A local hangout complete with piano, creaky sofas, free wi-fi, abandoned novels and the occasional live-music gig. Drinks are cheap and the cicchetti tasty. 5-11pm Mon-Fri, from 11am Sat & Sun

Bacareto da Lele

map Google map

Pocket-sized Da Lele is perpetually jammed with students and workers, stopping for a cheap, stand-up glass of wine and plates of salami and cheese. 6am-8pm Mon-Fri, to 2pm Sat, closed Aug

Wine Bars

Stappo

map Google map

A contemporary natural-wine bar with a charming interior courtyard. The creative wine list is matched by an imaginative menu featuring dishes like tagliatelle (ribbon pasta) with red mullet ragù (sauce). Fri-Wed

Al Prosecco

map Google map

Positioned on Venice’s loveliest square, this bar specialises in unusual vini naturali (natural-process wines) from Italian wine-makers. Glasses come with superior cicchetti and lavish cold cuts. 10am-8pm Mon-Sat

Cantina Arnaldi

map Google map

If you appreciate good wine, Katia and Andrea will happily guide you through 70-plus natural and local wines (and some craft beers) while fortifying you with delicious cicchetti, parmigiana and homemade salami. 11.30am-midnight Thu-Sat, Mon & Tue

Dependable Cafe-Bars

Caffè del Doge

map Google map

At the affable Doge’s Cafe, coffee lovers sip cups of imported speciality coffees, from Ethiopian to Guatemalan, roasted on the premises. It also serves herbal teas and pastries. 7am-7pm

Majer

map Google map

Just off leafy San Giacomo dall’Orio, this branch of Venetian chain Majer serves good coffee, healthy centrifughe (smoothies), pastries and organic sandwiches. There’s also outdoor seating. 7am-8pm

Bottega del Caffè Dersut

map Google map

A modern coffee bar that pulls in punters with its hazelnut coffee, hot chocolate and fruit smoothies. Lots of options for vegans and those who suffer from allergies. 6am-8pm Mon-Sat, to 2pm Sun

[image: img]
Shopping

Books & Paper Art

Damocle Edizioni

map Google map

A meeting point for writers, artists and readers, this is both a bijou bookshop and a publishing house, where Pierpaolo Pregnolato produces exquisite multilingual books and prints. 9.30am-12.30pm & 3-6pm Mon-Fri, to 12.30pm Sat

Veneziastampa

map Google map

Mornings are best to catch the 1930s Heidelberg machine in action at this traditional hand-printing press. Pick your signature symbols – meteors, faucets, trapeze artists – for original bookplates and cards. 8.15am-7pm Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm Sat

DoppioFondo

map Google map

Tiziano and Vanessa use a variety of printmaking techniques to create handmade T-shirts, tote bags and limited-edition art books. They also host workshops in printmaking, calligraphy and drawing. 10am-12.30pm & 3-7pm Mon-Sat

Paperoowl

map Google map

Stefania Giannici folds, prints, rolls, weaves and hand-paints an extraordinary array of paper artworks. Must-haves include wind chimes inspired by Venetian domes and necklaces that look like Murano-glass beads. 10.30am-6pm Mon-Fri

Handmade Souvenirs

Artigianato d’Arte di Mauro Vianello

map Google map

A coral reef’s worth of painstakingly detailed glass Nemos, seahorses, starfish, jellyfish and seashells fill the window of this little glass studio. Book a demonstration to watch the artist at work. 10.30am-6pm Mon-Sat

Bruno Barbon

map Google map

Recognised as a master artisan in 2018, Bruno helped refurbish the Fenice theatre after it burned down. Hunt down his atelier and take home a beautiful hand-carved and gilded candelabra, frame or figurine. 8.30am-12.30pm Mon-Sat

Gilberto Penzo

map Google map

You can take a gondola home in your pocket thanks to Signor Penzo’s handmade wooden models of Venetian boats. There are also kits, so crafty kids can have a crack themselves. 8.30am-1pm & 3-6pm Mon-Sat

Alberto Sarria Masks

map Google map

Channel Casanova at this atelier dedicated to the art of masquerade for over 30 years. The Sarria sisters continue their father’s work and their masks are worn by theatre companies worldwide. 11am-6pm

Jewellery & Gemstones

Oh My Blue

map Google map

This white-on-white gallery showcases edgy, show-stopping jewellery, accessories and decorative objects from both local and international talent. 11am-1pm & 3.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat

L’Angolo d’Oro

map Google map

Enrico Simionato learnt his craft on the historic Street of Goldsmiths, including techniques like embossing, fretwork and engraving. Now he crafts bespoke pieces in gold and silver, some set with gorgeous gemstones. 9.45am-1pm & 4.15-8pm Mon-Fri, to 1pm Sat

Bottega Orafa ABC

map Google map

Master of metals Andrea d’Agostino is influenced by the Japanese technique of mokume gane (meaning ‘metal with woodgrain’). The result is jewellery that captured the waves of the lagoon. 9.30am-1pm & 3.30-7.30pm Tue-Sat

Unique Fashion

Tabinotabi

map Google map

Kit yourself out in the softest shirts, lounge pants and nightwear made from SeaCell fabric, a fully sustainable fibre made from seaweed. Garments are kind to allergy sufferers and are 100% biodegradable. 10am-7.30pm Mon-Sat

Process Collettivo

map Google map

A nonprofit selling Made in Prison goods created by inmates as part of a social reintegration programme. The hip satchels and shoulder bags are constructed from recycled advertising hoardings. 10.30am-6pm Mon-Sat

Emilio Ceccato

map Google map

If you’ve been eyeing up the natty logoed striped T-shirts, devilishly soft winter wool hats and crepe pants sported by Venice’s gondoliers, make a beeline for the official supplier. 10.30am-6.30pm

Pied à Terre

map Google map

Venetian furlane (slippers) are handcrafted with vibrant silk, brocade and raw silk on soles made from recycled bicycle-tyre treads. Don’t see your size? Shoes can be custom-made and shipped. 10am-7pm

Isla Fontaine

map Google map

Designer Eleonora Mayerle’s Biennale background and training at Central Saint Martins is evident in her smart, artful handbags made in a myriad of candy colours. Pair with her art deco–inspired jewellery. 2-7pm Mon-Fri, 10.30am-1pm Sat







TOP EXPERIENCE

The Grand Canal


Never was a thoroughfare so aptly named as the Grand Canal, which reflects the glories of Venice in the thousand years of architecture lining its banks. Tour its 3.8km length to admire 50 palaces, six churches, four bridges, scene-stealing cameos from James Bond films, two historic markets and one rather elegant prison (from the outside, anyway).

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Pick up vaporetto 1 at Piazzale Roma, the Santa Lucia train station or Piazza San Marco. A 24-hour ticket lets you jump on and off all day.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for booking vaporetti tickets.



Piazzale Roma

The world’s most beautiful street is actually a river. It starts at the modernist Santa Lucia Train Station (1924), built on the rubble of its namesake convent. Opposite is the high dome of San Simeon Piccolo (1738), described by Ruskin as ‘one of the ugliest churches in Venice’. They are followed by the contemporary Ponte di Calatrava bridge (2008).

The Funduq & House of Gold

Thanks to the loot obtained during the Fourth Crusade, Venice took on an eastern appearance clearly seen in the 13th-century Fondaco dei Turchi (Turkish trading house). This morphed into a unique Venetian Gothic style, most artfully executed by Bartolomeo Bon. He fused European trends with Byzantine and Islamic influences to create the frilly Ca’ d’Oro (House of Gold). You’ll note the same stylistic details in Palazzo Ducale.

The Rialto

Points of Venetian pride include the Pescaria market hall built in faux Gothic style in 1907, followed by Antonio da Ponte’s iconic 1592 Rialto bridge. It’s bookended by the Fondaco dei Tedeschi (German trading house), now a high-end luxury mall, and the Renaissance Palazzo dei Camerlenghi (Palace of Traders), with its ground-floor debtors’ jail.

Rialto to Accademia

The next two canal bends could cause architectural whiplash with Sanmicheli-designed Renaissance Palazzo Grimani and Mauro Codussi’s symmetrical Palazzo Corner Spinelli, followed by Giorgio Masari’s classical Palazzo Grassi, now full of contemporary art, and Baldassare Longhena’s baroque jewel, Ca’ Rezzonico.

An Impressive Finale

Wooden Ponte dell’Accademia was built over the southernmost bend in the 1930s. Beyond, stone lions flank the Peggy Guggenheim Collection. Here, all eyes focus on the baroque dome of Longhena’s La Salute at the canal’s end. Sweep round the final bend into St Mark’s Basin and disembark at the pink Palazzo Ducale.


TAKE A BREAK

The best waterside terrace on the Grand Canal, with a view of La Salute, belongs to the Gritti Palace. The waterside tables at Bancogiro are more wallet-friendly.







Explore

Cannaregio & the Ghetto


For most visitors, Cannaregio is their introduction to Venice. Arrive by train, coach or car and you’ll walk through this sestiere, the second-largest district, to reach the Rialto and San Marco. This peaceful neighbourhood – the most residential of the city – is a glorious mix of busy shopping streets and wide, airy canals that make it feel a world away from the warrens of San Marco and San Polo. There are big-hitter sights like the Jewish Ghetto and Ca’ d’Oro, one of the most glam stretches of the Grand Canal, plus Venice’s loveliest bar strip. Take time to get off the main drags and you’ll find quiet canals, panoramic views towards the Dolomites, and some of the city’s finest churches – without the crowds.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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THE BEST

Learn the painful history of the world’s first JEWISH GHETTO.

Step into Giorgio Franchetti’s love letter to Venice, the spectacular CA’ D’ORO.

Learn how to row – standing up, Venetian-style – with ROW VENICE.

On the FONDAMENTA DELLA MISERICORDIA bar strip, fill up on cicchetti (Venetian tapas) and wines.



Getting Around

[image: ] Vaporetto

The number 1 vaporetto (small passenger ferry) runs along the Grand Canal; stops include the railway station (Ferrovia) and Ca’ d’Oro. The 4.2 and 5.2 ply the northern edge of Cannaregio, on the lagoon side.

[image: ] Traghetto

The Santa Sofia traghetto stop, beside Ca’ d’Oro, connects Cannaregio to Mercato di Rialto.

[image: ] Walking

Cannaregio’s main drag goes from the train station to the Rialto. The huge Ponte degli Scalzi (the bridge across the Grand Canal by the train station) connects Cannaregio to San Polo.
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1Top Experiences

 The Jewish GhettoD3




1Experiences

1Chiesa della Madonna dell’OrtoF2

2Row VeniceF3

3Fondamenta della MisericordiaE3

4Galleria Giorgio Franchetti alla Ca’ d’OroF5

5Fallani VeneziaG4

6Chiesa di Sant’AlviseD2

7Chiesa di Santa Maria dei MiracoliH6

8I GesuitiH4

9Fondamente NoveG3




5Eating

10Orient ExperienceD3

11Osteria L’Orto dei MoriE3

12VenetikaD3

13Vini da GigioF4

14Ba’GhettoD3

15Gam GamC3

16Marciano PubD3




6Drinking

17SullalunaF3

18Vino VeroF3

19Bar CupidoH4

20Torrefazione CannaregioD3




7Shopping

21Codex VeneziaD3

22Gianni BassoH5

23Marina de GrandisH6

24Plum Plum CreationsD3

25Antichità al GhettoC3

26I&S FarmF5








WALKING TOUR

Cannaregio’s Cicchetti Circuit


For centuries, hard-working Venetians have powered up on cicchetti – bar snacks, traditionally paired with an ombra (small glass of wine). Cicchetti today are usually slices of baguette topped with inventive combinations of fish, meat and veggies. With its wide canalsides, Cannaregio is superb for a cicchetti crawl.



START

Al Parlamento

END

Un Mondo Divino

LENGTH

2.1km; 45 minutes


[image: 14-cicheti-wt-pk-vnc7-jpg]




1 Canalside Kick-Off

Those rows of happy drinkers alongside the Cannaregio Canal watching the vaporetti go by? They’re at Al Parlamento, a perennially popular spot for a spritz (prosecco cocktail) and a sandwich (Venice’s tramezzino, a triangular, stacked sandwich, of course) among students and visitors alike. If you’re coming from the station, it’s the perfect introduction to Venice’s cicchetti scene.

2 Snacks on a Boat

Al Timon stands out on the Fondamenta della Misericordia bar strip (which incorporates the Fondamenta degli Ormesini) for its novel seating: on a moored boat. If there’s no space, join your fellow drinkers sitting on the edge of the canal. As well as filling cicchetti, it does a fine line in steaks.

3 Locally Sourced Cicchetti

A little further along, fun Ae Bricoe serves some of the tastiest cicchetti on the strip – delicate slices of baguette topped with everything from baccalà mantecato (creamed salted cod) to meats sourced from a mate on the mainland that really line the stomach.

4 Natural Wines

Lessen the forthcoming hangover with a glass of natural wine at Vino Vero, which exclusively stocks small-production natural and biodynamic wine – and adds delicately stacked cicchetti (even dusted with flowers) to match.

5 Lagoon Spirits

Dip back towards the main drag towards Rialto, and you’ll pass Il Santo Bevitore, known for its on-tap beers and selection of Italian-only spirits – including its homebrewed gin, vodka, amaro and absinthe, made with lagoon herbs. It has excellent, filling cicchetti on the side.

6 Time for Meatballs

Venetians line up outside the door for the meatballs at Ca’ d’Oro alla Vedova, a cross between a stand-up bacaro (bar) and traditional trattoria. Grab a couple – juicy and perfectly seasoned – and wash them down with an ombra poured from the huge jugs at the bar.

7 A Platter for Dinner

Finish with a cicchetti platter near Rialto at Un Mondo Divino, whose glass countertop is filled with Venetian classics like sarde in saor (sweet and sour marinated sardines from La Serenissima – Venetian Republic – times) and deep-fried pumpkin flowers.



WALKING TOUR

Walk North Cannaregio


Cannaregio’s northern edges are some of the calmest parts of town, with spectacular glimpses of the north lagoon and the Dolomites. Wide canals are crisscrossed by bridges aplenty, and there’s a more rarefied air here – as well as some of the city’s loveliest churches. Think of this as a walking meditation.



START

Ponte delle Guglie

END

Bar Cupido

LENGTH

3.2km; 1 hour


[image: 14-nth-cannaregio-wt-pk-vnc7-jpg]




1 Canalside Diversions

Start with a walk up the Cannaregio Canal, which connects the Grand Canal with the north lagoon. Keep to the right from the gargoyle-encrusted Ponte delle Guglie and you’ll pass the entrance to the ancient ghetto. Across the Tre Archi bridge is the church of San Giobbe – one of the city’s earliest Renaissance buildings, constructed by Pietro Lombardo.

2 Modern Magic

Where the canal meets the lagoon, turn right through an unusually modern part of Venice: Baia del Re, a housing area constructed during the fascist period. From the waterfront, there are spectacular views of the Dolomites.

3 Reach for the Sky

Follow the Rio di San Girolamo eastwards to the Fondamenta della Misericordia. A short diversion left takes you to the small church of Sant’Alvise, whose simple brick exterior belies what’s inside: a frescoed, trompe l’œil ceiling turning the roof into an open-air palace leading heavenwards – with cupids beckoning you up.

4 Artistic Hub

Hopscotch across bridges to reach Campo dei Mori, where four life-size statues are embedded into the walls – three of which, sporting turbans, are thought to be brothers who founded the area. Nearby is a plaque marking the house where Tintoretto lived, and across another canal is Madonna dell’Orto, the local church that’s full of his works.

5 Photo Stop

Dip inland onto the Fondamenta della Misericordia to cross into eastern Cannaregio, passing the Ponte Chiodo, one of just two bridges left in the lagoon that doesn’t have side walls. Centuries ago they were all like this; now 400-odd have been built up, leaving this and Torcello’s Ponte del Diavolo as they daringly were.

6 See Rococo Bling

Turn right on the Fondamenta di Santa Caterina and follow the canal – you’ll emerge to kids playing soccer in Campo dei Gesuiti. Nip into I Gesuiti church for some rococo bling.

7 Quick Spritz

Exit onto Fondamente Nove for spectacular views of the north lagoon. End with a spritz overlooking the water at friendly Bar Cupido.



TOP EXPERIENCE

The Jewish Ghetto


This part of Cannaregio was a geto (foundry) before the Jewish community was forcibly settled here in 1516 as the world’s first ghetto. Eight-storey ‘skyscrapers’ hint at the painful past, but the five synagogues, as lavish as Venice’s churches, demonstrate how the community flourished despite the odds.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Choose from a guided group tour or a self-guided audio tour of the synagogues. The former is more informative; the latter gives you time alone in the buildings.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for full opening hours and to buy tickets.



Museo Ebraico

The small Hebrew Museum in the Campo del Ghetto Nuovo tells the story of Venice’s Jews and the world’s first ghetto. Closed for renovation at the time of writing, it was expected to reopen in 2025. In the meantime, you can take guided (around 75 minutes) and self-guided tours of the area’s synagogues.

Of the five, two are usually open daily – the Scola Spagnola and Scola Levantina, though on Fridays the latter is replaced with a visit to the smaller Scola Italiana.

Scola Levantina

This lavish synagogue was the first in Venice to use marble, which was previously banned from non-Christian places of worship. The Sephardic community made the most of it, getting 17th-century starchitect Baldassare Longhena involved in the design and woodworker Andrea Brustolon to carve a spectacular bima (pulpit) similar to one in St Peter’s in Rome. Get up close for a look – the artisanship is as fine as anything you’ll see in the Palazzo Ducale.


Scola Spagnola

A gorgeous oval balcony wraps around the main room of this synagogue, also known as the Scuola Ponentina. Its perfectly tiled floor has a single slab out of place – to show humanity’s imperfection – while marmorino (fake marble) columns and perfectly polished lamps make it every bit as impressive as Cannaregio’s churches.

The largest of the five synagogues, it was built in the 16th century and reworked a century later, most likely by Longhena. Originally, it was a ‘clandestine’ synagogue – allowed to operate as long as there was no hint of what lay inside from outdoors. Even today, from the outside it looks like just another palazzo (mansion).


QUICK BREAK

Pick up a typical Jewish treat at kosher bakery Panificio Volpe (try the impade, or almond-filled cookies) and eat it on a bench in the Campo del Ghetto Nuovo.





THE MAN WHO SAVED THE JEWS

The fact that only 246 of Venice’s 1000-strong Jewish community were sent to concentration camps in WWII is down to one man: Giuseppe Jona. When Nazi occupiers asked him for a list of Jews, Jona destroyed the community’s documents and killed himself, rather than betraying them. A plaque in the Campo del Ghetto Nuovo commemorates his sacrifice.



Campo del Ghetto Nuovo

The quiet main square, connected today to the Fondamenta della Misericordia, is bordered by eight-storey ‘skyscrapers’ demonstrating the cramped conditions the community was forced to live in. Stolpersteine (‘stumbling stones’) remember those who were sent from their homes to the Nazi extermination camps, and there’s a memorial to the 246 Venetian Jews captured during WWII.

The old people’s home, from where many were deported, now houses the trendy restaurant, Ba’Ghetto. Tours of the synagogues begin here in the square with a thorough, fascinating explanation of the history of Jewish Venice – including the synagogues and spaces hiding in plain sight.

Around the Ghetto

Originally confined to one small island, the ghetto was expanded twice by the 17th century. Walking around today, you can see the old gateways, which barricaded residents inside from 9pm to 6am daily. These days you can find antique shops, galleries and kosher restaurants in this still-peaceful area.

Il Giardino Segreto

Venice was once covered in small gardens, even in the ghetto, where space was at a premium. Behind the Scola Spagnola, for more than 300 years stood an orchard filled with fig, olive and pomegranate trees, and vines binding them all together. The trees planted there were all symbolic to Judaism – the community would use the fruit in festivities.

In 2018, the space was replanted with a ‘secret garden’ filled with plants, trees and herbs mentioned in the Old Testament. The reborn space, as the area starts to prize its heritage once more, makes a fitting end to the synagogue tours – guides leave you here for private contemplation.



EXPERIENCES

Pay Homage to Tintoretto at Madonna dell’Orto Church

map Google map

Venice’s most prolific painter is buried in his local church, Chiesa della Madonna dell’Orto, just north of Fondamenta della Misericordia, alongside his artist children, Domenico and Marietta. Pay your respects, and then look up – Tintoretto painted 10 vast canvases for this huge, hangar-like church.

The Presentation of the Virgin, to the right above the family tomb, is a shining example of his extraordinary command of colour and movement. Nearby are works by Titian, Palma il Giovane and Cima da Conegliano.

Take to the Water with Row Venice Rowing

map Google map

Those grand palazzi were built to be seen from the water, so become your own gondolier with a private class with Row Venice. Starting from the Sacca della Misericordia, an 80-minute private class in a voga alle veneta (Venetian stand-up rowing boat) will take you around the peaceful, wide canals of Cannaregio. It can be thirsty work, so you may want to book the longer, 135-minute Cicchetto Row option, which includes stops at bars along the way.

For sheer atmosphere, an evening row along the Grand Canal, lit-up palazzi glittering either side, can’t be beaten.

Drink Up on Fondamenta della Misericordia Bar crawl

map Google map

There is, of course, no chance of drinking and driving in Venice, which makes this watery bar strip especially raucous.

The Rio della Misericordia canal slices through Cannaregio, running eastwards from the ghetto – and the wide pavements that face it are lined with bars. Almost all serve cicchetti, so you can line your stomach as you hop from one to the next. Don’t miss Al Timon, where you can drink on a boat moored in the canal (it’s popular with students); Vino Vero, known for its natural wines; and Ae Bricoe, which has excellent cicchetti. The mix of locals and tourists, with youngsters blaring music as they sail up the canal, makes it a true Venetian night.


WELCOME TO VENICE

Arrive by train, car or bus and, if you’re heading towards the centre, Cannaregio will be your first experience of Venice. Starting from the Ponte della Costituzione at Piazzale Roma, one long street winds past the train station to the Rialto, where San Marco begins. This 2km, 30-minute walk takes you past fabulous palazzi (like Ca’ d’Oro), bars (Il Santo Bevitore) and shops galore; divert a couple of blocks off the main drag and you can walk through the Jewish Ghetto and along the Fondamenta della Misericordia bar strip for your first taste of cicchetti (Venetian tapas).



Feel the Love for Venice at Ca’ d’Oro Gallery

map Google map

Nobody loved Venice like Giorgio Franchetti did. The baron bought the florid ‘Golden House’ on the Grand Canal in 1894, and meticulously restored it to its original Gothic glory over the next three decades before his untimely death.

Today it’s one of the city’s loveliest museums, with artworks bought back by Franchetti from Napoleon’s rampages through Venice’s churches. Highlights include Mantegna’s St Sebastian, startlingly lifelike sculptures of cardinals by Bernini, and Titian’s Venus at Her Mirror, whose clothes just so happen to have artfully slipped off. Balconies have superb views over the Grand Canal to the Rialto Market, as does the atrium’s mosaic floor, hand-laid by Franchetti.

It was under restoration at the time of writing – with the 1st floor closed until 2026 – but works are regularly moved around to ensure the highlights are on display, and it’s still worth a couple of hours.

Get Arty at Fallani Venezia Art workshop

map Google map

Venice inspires us all with creativity, and what better way to let it out than with a screen-printing workshop from an artisan family?

Fiorenzo Fallani worked with Italy’s greatest artists from his workshop off Fondamente Nove; today, his son Gianpaolo offers workshops (lasting from an hour to a day) alongside his regular work. You’ll print onto a tote bag or T-shirt, which you then take home as a precious Venice memory.

Look Up at Sant’Alvise Church

map Google map

From the outside, this simple brick church in a quiet residential area looks just that: simple. Step inside, though, and you’ll see it’s anything but. The incredible 17th-century trompe l’œil ceiling is by Pietro Ricchi, painted to erase the church roof and create a magical, neoclassical palazzo which doubles as a stairway to heaven. Don’t miss Tiepolo’s searing Salita al Calvario (Road to Calvary) either.

See a Renaissance Jewel: Santa Maria dei Miracoli Church

map Google map

Entirely clad in marble inside and out, this tiny jewel of a church is wedged between a canal and a campo (square) near the Castello border. A rare example of pure Renaissance architecture in Venice, it was completed in 1489 by Pietro and Tullio Lombardo. It combines clean Florentine geometry with the lagoon-dwellers’ love of bling, with heavily veined marble panels in greys, creams and the palest of yellows creating a tapestry effect.

It’s surprisingly sober thanks to its teeny size, and a beautifully meditative spot.

Watch Marble Melt at I Gesuiti Church

map Google map

No, those aren’t damask-clad walls, despite the florid patterns. Welcome to Venice’s most outré church, clad entirely in marble that’s been carved to form trompe l’œil ‘wall hangings’, ‘drapes’ complete with tassels that have been hung around the pulpit, and even a ‘carpet’ unspooling towards the altar.

Lavishly decorated in the 18th century, it’s the perfect example of rococo glitz (and a brilliantly jarring contrast with Santa Maria dei Miracoli). Not even Titian’s Martyrdom of St Lawrence in a side chapel can compete.

See the Sunset from Fondamente Nove Lagoon walk

map Google map

The old adage is that you should get lost in Venice’s alleyways, but in reality, taking an easy stroll along one of the city’s waterside ‘boulevards’ – long, wide walkways bordering the lagoon – is one of the best ways to understand this extraordinary city.

Fondamente Nove, on the northern side, is the least busy: a liminal space where the city melts into the wild north lagoon, with spectacular views of cemetery island San Michele, Murano and Burano floating in the distance, and the Dolomites in the background.

A leisurely walk takes around 20 minutes but take a seat at one of the bars by the busy vaporetto stop to watch the sun set over the mountains, flushing the lagoon salmon-pink.


City of the Dead

Death is in the air from Fondamente Nove – the cemetery island of San Michele with its funereal cypress trees at front and centre. Napoleon may have designated it the city graveyard, but plenty of Venetians before and after him lie buried elsewhere. Giorgio Franchetti’s ashes rest below a porphyry column in Ca’ d’Oro’s courtyard, Tintoretto rests in his chapel at Madonna dell’Orto, and Titian is over at I Frari. Marco Polo’s body was never found, although he’s thought to have been buried in the church of San Lorenzo in Castello – now a temporary exhibition space.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Cheap Eats

Orient Experience €

map Google map

Vast platters come filled with myriad dishes, from Greek to Afghan, at this lovely little restaurant run by refugees. Each recipe is from a homeland or somewhere they passed through on their journey. Noon-11pm

Lagoon Classics

Osteria L’Orto dei Mori €€€

map Google map

Modern Mediterranean dishes with lagoon ingredients – there’s a seafood focus, of course. The setting is glorious, in the quiet campo where Tintoretto used to live. 7-11pm Mon & Thu-Sun, plus 12.30-3pm Sat & Sun

Venetika €€

map Google map

A gorgeous addition to the Cannaregio scene, rooted in the lagoon and nearby coast, with just-caught seafood, organic veg, pasta made from ‘ancient’ grains and Slow Food–stamped ingredients. Noon-2.30pm & 7-10.30pm Wed-Mon

Vini da Gigio €€€

map Google map

A huge wine cellar provides the perfect accompaniment for Venetian and Veneto dishes. Most ingredients are grown in or around the lagoon, and the delicate seafood is to die for. Noon-2.30pm & 7-10.30pm Wed-Sun

Jewish Heritage

Ba’Ghetto €€

map Google map

Born in Rome’s Jewish Quarter, Ba’Ghetto serves Roman-Jewish recipes in a historic building on the Campo del Ghetto Nuovo, with a pretty canalside garden. It does kosher cooking classes, too. 11.30am-11pm Sun-Thu, 11.30am-3pm Fri, 7.30-11pm Sat

Gam Gam €€

map Google map

The last building in the Jewish quarter, overlooking the Cannaregio canal, this kosher restaurant serves probably the best vegetarian food in Venice, as well as Jewish and Israeli staples. Noon-10pm Sun-Thu, noon-3pm Fri, 7-10.30pm Sat

Classy Burgers

Marciano Pub €€

map Google map

Burgers the size of your arm, plus steaks and poke bowls, served alongside craft beers, wines and homebrewed beer and gin. Nab a table on the little balcony cantilevered over the canal. 6pm-1am

[image: img]
Drinking

Classy Drinks

Sullaluna

map Google map

A bar in a bookshop, with vegetarian and vegan cicchetti and bigger plates. It serves its own prosecco, which comes in various shades of sparkling. 9am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Sat & Sun


Vino Vero

map Google map

‘Real wine’ here means natural – a far cry from the cheap ombre you’ll find all over town. Even in winter, there’s half a dozen of each colour by the glass, with a focus on Italian bottles. Pair with the delicate cicchetti (think hunks of cheese with flower petals). Noon-midnight Tue-Sun, from 5pm Mon

Spritz with a View

Bar Cupido

map Google map

This down-to-earth, friendly bar on Fondamente Nove is a favourite with locals, and a lovely place to watch the sunset. There are great tramezzini and pizza too. 5.30am-10pm

Coffee Shots

Torrefazione Cannaregio

map Google map

There’s only one cure for a night on Fondamenta della Misericordia: a morning at this third-wave coffee roastery. Pick your blend and pair it with a vegan croissant – try granita di caffè (coffee with shaved ice and whipped cream) in summer. 8am-1pm Mon-Fri, 8am-3pm Sat, 9am-4pm Sun

[image: img]
Shopping

Fine Artisans

Codex Venezia

map Google map

Nelson Kishi is a lone artisan along the Fondamenta della Misericordia bar strip. His beautiful watercolours and prints of Cannaregio, in particular, are a brilliant, light addition to your suitcase. 9.30am-1pm & 4-7.30pm Mon-Fri, 9.30am-12.30pm Sat & Sun

Gianni Basso

map Google map

Business cards from Venice – perfect for your Biennale networking. Gianni Basso makes cards, headed notepaper, bookplates and more in his tiny workshop near I Gesuiti church. 9am-1pm & 2-6pm Mon-Fri, 9am-noon Sat

Marina de Grandis

map Google map

Marina continues the rich tradition of Venetian bookbinding in her studio near the Castello border by designing, cutting and sewing high-quality leather notebooks, bags and wallets (as well as restoring ancient books, her bread-and-butter work). 11am-7pm Mon-Sat

Plum Plum Creations

map Google map

Arianna Sautariello uses historical printmaking methods to create unique artisanal prints at her Fondamenta degli Ormesini studio. 11am-2pm & 5-8pm Mon-Sat

Venetian Antiques

Antichità al Ghetto

map Google map

Only-in-Venice antiques, from centuries-old maps to Murano glass vases, candlesticks and glittering jewellery. This is a self-described canton de le maravegie – more or less a wunderkammer. Step inside and you’ll see why. 9.30am-6pm Mon-Sat

Organic Treats

I&S Farm

map Google map

At the central shop for Ilaria and Savino’s organic farm on Sant’Erasmo, you’ll find freshly picked veg, lagoon honey and home-produced delicious pâtés, creams and pestos. Fill up your suitcases. 8.30am-1.30pm & 4-7.30pm Tue-Fri, 8.30am-1.30pm Sat





Explore

Castello


Forming Venice’s fishtail-shaped eastern end, Castello shares the Fondamente Nove waterfront on the north lagoon with Cannaregio, and hogs the spectacular Riva degli Schiavoni from San Marco. The city’s largest sestiere (district) packs a huge amount in, from art-stuffed churches like San Zaccaria and San Francesco della Vigna, to the hulking Arsenale – the former shipyard turned Biennale headquarters, near the Giardini Pubblici. The area around Zanipolo is one of the most spectacular open spaces in Venice. Alongside world-class museums like the Fondazione Querini Stampalia, you’ll find quiet residential neighbourhoods and little-visited churches, as well as friendly bars and restaurants, particularly along Via Garibaldi. If you’re looking for the real Venice, it’s right here.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: ] Vaporetto

Vaporetti (small passenger ferries) ply the waterfront of the Riva degli Schiavoni, connecting San Zaccaria with the rest of the city, meaning you can zip from Castello to the Lido, Piazzale Roma, the train station or up the Grand Canal. Other routes loop around the fishtail to Castello’s northern side.

[image: ] Walking

With no traghetti (ferries), your only other transport option is walking. The Riva degli Schiavoni bridges all have ramps, making this one of the easiest sestieri for those with mobility issues.


THE BEST

Mingle with the Biennale’s art elite as you walk through the ARSENALE.

Have a drink in the lovely CAMPO SANTI GIOVANNI E PAOLO.

Enjoy the Bacino di San Marco views on a walk along the RIVA DEGLI SCHIAVONI.

Snap the real Venice on Stefano Mazzola’s CASTELLO PHOTO TOUR.
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1Top Experiences

 ArsenaleF4

 Campo Santi Giovanni e PaoloB1




1Experiences

1Riva degli SchiavoniD4

2MuraneroD3

3Chiesa di San ZaccariaC3

4Palazzo GrimaniB2

5Chiesa di San Francesco della VignaE2

6Ca’ del SolC3

7Scuola Dalmata di San Giorgio degli SchiavoniD3

8Chiesa di San Giovanni in BragoraD4

9Hotel DanieliB4

10Fondazione Querini StampaliaB2

12Museo delle IconeC3

11Chiesa di San Giorgio dei GreciC3

13Museo Storico NavaleE4

14Via GaribaldiG5

15Chiesa di Santa Maria FormosaB2




5Eating

16LocalD3

17Il RidottoB3

18Da RemigioC3

19Al CovoD4

20Alle TestiereB2

21Osteria da PampoH6

22Antica SacrestiaB3

23Pasticceria ChiussoD3

24Rosa SalvaB1




6Drinking

25Osteria da BacoB3

26La BarriqueF5

27El RèfoloF5

28Serra dei GiardiniG5

 Bar Dandolo(see 9)




7Shopping

29Giovanna ZanellaA2

30Paolo BrandolisioC3

31Giorgio GhidoliD3

 Ponte dei Sogni(see 31)

32MadoneriD3








WALKING TOUR

Walk Castello


Venice’s largest sestiere has everything: grand palazzi (mansions) and hotels, the city’s most iconic waterfront, labyrinthine alleyways and the behemoth Arsenale, which has been transformed from shipyard to art hub. It’s far less trammelled than San Marco or San Polo. This is the real Venice in all its complicated beauty.



START

Hotel Danieli

END

Riva degli Schiavoni

LENGTH

2.8km; 90 minutes
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1 Time for a Drink

Start at Hotel Danieli, with a drink in its Bar Dandolo – where the plush chairs sit in the 14th-century front room of former doges from the Dandolo family – and you’ll wonder why most visitors cluster around the sestiere of San Marco.

2 Go Underground

Dip inwards from the Riva degli Schiavoni to admire the wall-to-wall art in San Zaccaria church, then head underground to the semi-flooded crypt, where dead doges lie in their watery graves.

3 Step Back in Time

Wind further ‘inland’ and cross the canal at Ca’ del Sol mask shop. Pop in to buy a handcarved sculpture of a fórcola (rowlock) from Paolo Brandolisio and continue straight, along an alley that becomes Ruga Giuffa. Have a quick roam around Palazzo Grimani, which will roll back the centuries.

4 Photo Stroll

The canals and alleyways here are some of the city’s most evocative. Look for Porta Blu, a peeling blue-painted door fringed by a carved Gothic arch in the alleyway next to Palazzo Grimani. Nearby is Libreria Acqua Alta, a photogenic bookshop whose wares are piled on shelves, in bathtubs and a gondola, and even rotting outside.

5 Venetian Gothic

Head towards Zanipolo from Acqua Alta and you’ll find yourself crossing a bridge that overlooks Palazzo Tetta: a crumbling mansion sinking into the water on a dagger-shaped island. It’s gloriously romantic – soak up the atmosphere over a drink at nearby Rosa Salva.

6 Moated Beauty

Wind down main drag Barbarie de le Tole, around the church of San Francesco della Vigna, and through quiet alleyways till you hit Campo de le Gorne: your first view of the Arsenale’s forbidding walls across the moat-like canal. Follow it round to reach the Porta Magna and the panoramic bridge.

7 Road to the Waterfront

Continue around the Arsenale, and cut through the laundry-hung Corte Nuova to reach Via Garibaldi. From there, continue towards the Giardini Pubblici to find yourself by the water’s edge on the Riva degli Schiavoni.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Arsenale & the Biennale


Forget San Marco – the real seat of power during the times of La Serenissima (Venetian Republic) was the Arsenale, the behemoth shipyard that could churn out a galleon in just three days, giving Venice sovereignty over the Adriatic. Today, it makes a spectacular home for the Biennale di Venezia, alongside the nearby Giardini Pubblici.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

The Arsenale complex is only open to visitors when events are on, so plan your visit between May and November to see it during the Biennale (architecture and art run alternate years).

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for full opening hours and to buy tickets.



La Biennale di Venezia

Today the Arsenale is a naval zone, accessible to the public only when it hosts events. The best-known is the Biennale, which usually runs from April/May to November, alternating between art (even-numbered years) and architecture (odd-numbered years).

Even if you’re not into art, it’s worth the ticket price to see the space – exhibits are laid out among the vast workshops and shipyards, including the gargantuan Corderia (rope factory) and Gaggiandre (semi-covered docks designed by Jacopo Sansovino). It’s a mind-blowing experience; take one of the official hour-long Biennale tours of the exhibition highlights.

Porta Magna

If the complex is closed during your visit, you can get an incredible view from the main gate, or Porta Magna, which sits at the end of a wide canal leading from the Riva degli Schiavoni. The bridge over the canal offers a direct peek into the Arsenale itself, with its vast marina for docked ships, and gargantuan warehouses all around.

To the left, the pedestrian entrance is guarded by four enormous sculptures of lions, likely all ancient Greek statues swiped by La Serenissima. The largest, on the left, has a loop of incisions on its shoulder – an illegible runic inscription, carved by an 11th-century Viking passing through Athens.

Giardini Pubblici

Wind round the Arsenale, taking Ramo de la Tana – you can grasp the enormity of the complex from the bridge crossing the Rio de la Tana, which acts as a moat for the Arsenale.

A short walk across Via Garibaldi takes you into the Giardini Pubblici. Nothing to do with the Arsenale originally – this park was founded by Napoleon to give the city some green space – today it’s the other half of the Biennale space. There are 29 pavilions in the park, designed by the likes of Alvar Aalto, showcasing their resident countries’ works during Biennale months (so more than half the year).


TAKE A BREAK

Let those great lions keep a lookout as you stop for drinks and cicchetti (Venetian tapas) at Bar Arsenale, whose outdoor tables perch by the Porta Magna.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Campo Santi Giovanni e Paolo


Castello’s vast main square sits sandwiched between the wild north lagoon and the picture-perfect warrens of canals that back onto Piazza San Marco. Home to a standout church, cafes, monuments and what’s possibly the world’s most beautiful hospital, it’s a neigbourhood in itself.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

You can spend a couple of hours seeing the sights here, fuelled by tramezzini (triangular, stacked sandwiches) at historic cafe Rosa Salva.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours and more information on the basilica.



Basilica Santi Giovanni e Paolo

Zanipolo, as Venetians call it, is a huge Gothic barn of a building dating back to the 13th century, whose simple brick facade belies the dramatic vast interior, filled with elaborately carved tombs and monuments to doges and fearsome admirals.

The artworks are a roll-call of Venice’s biggest hitters, from Bellini to Veronese, while outside is another masterpiece: the bronze statue of mercenary Bartolomeo Colleoni by Florentine Renaissance artist, Verrocchio.

Scuola Grande di San Marco

The marble-clad, wedding-cake-like building next door looks like another church; in fact, it’s the glorious city hospital (formerly the Scuola Grande di San Marco). Visitors can head upstairs to the main hall, whose gold-and-blue coffered ceiling glows. There’s a slightly gruesome collection of ancient medical instruments; focus on the two paintings by Tintoretto and his son Domenico.

Chiesa di San Lazzaro dei Mendicanti

The hospital’s church, open to the public via a canalside entrance, has works by Tintoretto and Veronese, as well as the enormous baroque funeral monument of admiral Alvise Mocenigo. He’s sculpted surrounded by battles, with horses and galleons rearing out of the stone towards you.



EXPERIENCES

Stroll the Riva degli Schiavoni Waterside walk

map Google map

Some cities do boulevards; Venice does long lagoonside walkways with to-die-for views at every turn. This is the most famous of them all: the wide waterfront running from Piazza San Marco to the eastern tip of the fish-shaped city centre.

It takes a good half hour to walk it, but leave at least double that because you’ll be taking photos and marvelling at that view. (You could also take a whole day, dipping off to see Castello’s inner sights as you go.)

Starting at Piazza San Marco, to your right is the Bacino di San Marco (St Mark’s Basin), starting with Giudecca and San Giorgio Maggiore, and continuing to San Servolo and the Lido. To your left, canals cut through Castello – you’ll notice everything from the Bridge of Sighs and San Giorgio dei Greci’s tower to the grand gates of the Arsenale.

Follow the walkway to the leafy park at Sant’Elena, facing the Lido, and catch your breath on one of the tree-shaded benches.

Learn the Art of Glass with Muranero Glass-blowing

map Google map

Instead of the beakers, vases and trinkets you’ll see around the city, Moulaye Niang concentrates on perle – hand-blown beads and spheres, each a work of art that combines with others to make jewellery.

He offers glass-making classes at his workshop-boutique Muranero, just off the Riva degli Schiavoni. In an hour, you can choose what to make (a perla, a pair of earrings, a bracelet), pick out the colours, and create it together – including blowing the glass yourself – before taking your creation home.

Moulaye reveres glass almost as a living thing and this intimate experience, far from the touristic side you’ll see on Murano, will bring you into his world.

Go Underground at San Zaccaria Church

map Google map

Tucked behind the Riva degli Schiavoni, this underrated church is crammed wall-to-wall with paintings by the greats, from Tintoretto and Van Dyck to Bellini’s huge altarpiece, Sacra Conversazione.

You’re here to descend into the underworld: the 9th-century crypt where no fewer than eight doges are buried. Usually semi-flooded, it’s an atmospheric reminder that the lagoon will come for Venice eventually. There are also remnants of early church mosaics and 15th-century frescoes in the side chapels en route to the crypt.


Experience Haunting Palazzo Grimani Museum

map Google map

Film buffs will recognise this as the abandoned palazzo where Donald Sutherland faces a grisly fate in the 1973 thriller Don’t Look Now. Today it’s a museum, yet that feeling of emptiness still hovers: rooms are devoid of furniture, frescoes have partially peeled off the walls, and three Tintoretto portraits hang nonchalantly unframed. That eerie, time-capsule feeling is what you’re going for – that and the exhibitions which are regularly held on the top floor.

Don’t miss the Sala a Fogliami, whose ceiling was frescoed with plants, crops and birds in the 1560s (including maize and tobacco from the New World), and the Tribuna, filled with classical statues.

See the Madonna at San Francesco della Vigna Church

map Google map

With a facade by Palladio and a campanile (bell tower) like a mini St Mark’s, this is one imposing church – incongruously set in a quiet residential area today, close to the hospital.

Inside, beyond the bombastic sculpted chapels and beside the peaceful cloister is a glorious Madonna and Child by Bellini, but even that’s outgunned by the painting of a relative unknown: Antonio da Negroponte, whose golden-cloaked Madonna and Child from 1455 sits on a flower-edged throne, complete with swirling marble steps and birds pecking at the flowers below.

Mask Up at Ca’ del Sol Mask-making class

map Google map

In 1979, Hamid Seddighi came to Italy from Iran to study architecture in Rome, but one trip to Venice was enough to realise his vocation was very different – he wanted to be a Venetian mask-maker.

At his workshop behind San Zaccaria, he offers three-hour lessons, in which you’ll pick a handmade papier-mâché mask and decorate it, using the thousands of masks hanging around you as inspiration.


MARCO POLO’S MYSTERY

Castello was known for its immigrant communities from the Adriatic and beyond – the Greeks and Slavic people settled here, hence San Giorgio dei Greci church, the Scuola Dalmata and the Riva degli Schiavoni. One of the most tantalising details of the foreign communities is the fact that Marco Polo asked in his will to be buried in the church of San Lorenzo, near the Scuola Dalmata. Many use this as evidence supporting their theory that the great traveller was from Korčula, in modern-day Croatia – though best not mention this to a Venetian.



Live the Renaissance at Scuola Dalmata di San Giorgio degli Schiavoni Scuola

map Google map

Size doesn’t matter at this tiny jewelbox of a scuola (religious confraternity) between the Greek quarter and San Francesco della Vigna, founded by the city’s Slavic population (Schiavoni) in 1451.

Despite its modest dimensions – just one small room upstairs and downstairs – it’s up there with San Rocco thanks to its extraordinary cycle of paintings by Vittore Carpaccio. His nine paintings of the lives of Sts George, Tryphon and Jerome are full of everyday details, from parrots nibbling on flowers and a dog leashed to a palm tree to some very human panic from monks faced by a tame lion.

The paintings upstairs are just as fascinating – while they’re not by famous artists, they include snapshots of the places the community hailed from, including Zadar and Rab in present-day Croatia. Most visitors whip through in minutes, but spend longer to see the detail.

Have the Art to Yourself at San Giovanni in Bragora Church

map Google map

Dodge the groups of kids playing football in sunny Campo Bandiera e Moro to reach this lovely, rarely visited church. Composer Antonio Vivaldi was baptised here – you’ll spy the font at the back – while behind the altar is the Baptism of Christ by Cima da Conegliano, an undervalued (by visitors, at least) Renaissance painter who injected glimpses of his native Veneto in every painting. In this one, it’s the jagged Dolomites, pricking the sky behind the cherub-filled clouds. There are also works by the Vivarini family of artists.

Have a Drink at Hotel Danieli Bar

map Google map

Through swirled windows that keep prying eyes out, Bar Dandolo, on the ground floor of Hotel Danieli, seats you in a room that’s barely changed since the 14th century, when this was part of Palazzo Dandolo, the seat of the family which produced no fewer than four doges.

The grand hall has columns holding up a coffered, gilded ceiling, multicoloured Murano glass chandeliers hanging from the roof, and priceless rugs slung over the terrazzo floor. Welcome to Venice in all its glory.

Take in the Art at Fondazione Querini Stampalia Museum

map Google map

A 10-minute trot from Piazza San Marco, this is one of the most scintillating cultural spots in Venice. A museum, gallery, library, archive and modernist retreat all in one 16th-century palazzo, it was left to the city in 1868 by Count Giovanni Querini Stampalia on one condition: that it should be accessible to all. And so it is – students cluster round the bridge that forms the entrance, locals sit with a drink in the Japanese-inspired garden designed by Carlo Scarpa, while tourists head upstairs to see the artworks.

The museum was overhauled in 2022 to contextualise the works and the palazzo itself, so you’ll find panels about arranged marriages beside Palma il Vecchio’s husband-and-wife portraits, or describing homophobia in La Serenissima in a room of homoerotic art. Bellini’s Presentation at the Temple is the main draw, as well as Scarpa’s 1963 ground-floor wing, where canal water laps at the floor.

Go Greek at the Museo delle Icone Museum

map Google map

In the days of the Republic, Venice was home to thriving foreign communities. Walk along the Riva degli Schiavoni and look left two canals after the Bridge of Sighs, and you’ll see the onion-domed campanile of Chiesa di San Giorgio dei Greci (map Google map), the Greek church, leaning tipsily towards the water. The mosaicked church was built in 1514 with a decree from the doge – you’ll see the paperwork in the Museo delle Icone, next door.

Crammed in one room are around 100 icons from the medieval period onwards; not only are they beautiful but they also tell the story of the Venetian empire, with artists sending works from Crete and Constantinople, and annotations in Arabic on a 14th-century book mythologising Alexander the Great.

Get Geeky at Museo Storico Navale Museum

map Google map

If you love big ships, this deliciously offbeat museum might just be the place for you. Sitting on the Riva degli Schiavoni outside the Arsenale, it’s a riotous collection of all things maritime: colossal ship lanterns from the 16th century, figureheads from Renaissance galleons, 17th-century paintings by sailors who believed the Virgin Mary had saved them from drowning, and even Peggy Guggenheim’s old gondola. If you’re interested in Venice’s mastery of the seas, this is the place to visit.


VENICE’S MODERNISER-IN-CHIEF

At first glance, there’s no room for modern architecture in this city stuck in the past, but architect Carlo Scarpa (1906–78) was determined to work in his native city. His buildings, dotted around Venice, never draw attention to themselves – you barely notice the Negozio Olivetti amid the pomp of Piazza San Marco – yet they stand out for their simple clean lines and innovative approach to acqua alta (high tide). Scarpa worked with the tides rather than against them, replacing barriers with open spaces that allow water to flow in and out; his ground-floor wing at the Querini Stampalia is a perfect example.



Stroll Through Via Garibaldi Bar hop

map Google map

If you’re looking for ‘modern’ Venice, this is where you’ll find it: the eastern part of Castello was developed in the 19th century (because, of course, ‘modern’ means something slightly different here).

Via Garibaldi was created in 1807 by covering over a canal; today it’s lined with bars and restaurants beloved by locals. Halfway along is the monument to Giuseppe Garibaldi, at the start of the Giardini Pubblici (part of the gardens laid out by Napoleon as the city’s first green space). It’s a place for easy strolls fuelled by cicchetti hops – try La Barrique and El Rèfolo for upmarket snacks and local wine by the glass.

See Women’s Art at Santa Maria Formosa Church

map Google map

Almost due north from the Palazzo Ducale, Campo Santa Maria Formosa is one of the liveliest squares in Venice, with bars, fruit-and-veg stands, students outside the Querini Stampalia and kids playing football outside the church.

This clean-lined, pleasingly geometric building is one of the few examples of Renaissance churches in Venice (along with Santa Maria dei Miracoli and San Giobbe in Cannaregio), reworked by Mauro Codussi in 1492.

Sober compared to most florid baroque Venetian churches, it’s also home to the city’s only altarpiece by a woman: the Madonna and Saints by Giulia Lama from around 1710.

Find the Real Venice on a Photo Tour Photo tour

Getty contributor Stefano Mazzola is Venice-born and bred, and his photo tour of Castello takes you into the nooks and crannies of the sestiere that only a local knows – from a ‘sacred and profane’ corner where a painting of a Hollywood-style Jesus sits beside the local Communist Party headquarters to Corte Nuova, a street strung with laundry lines by clean-living residents. He’ll even show you a rare sculpture of a female lion on Via Garibaldi.

His Venice Original Photo Walk is doable in any sestiere, but residential Castello is our pick for showing local life.
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Eating

Lush Tasting Menus

Local €€€

map Google map

Michelin-starred takes on traditional lagoon ingredients such as goby fish and local veg through its tasting menus. On a budget? Try the four-course lunch menu. Noon-2pm & 7-10pm Mon, Fri & Sat, 7-10pm Thu & Sun

Il Ridotto €€€

map Google map

Just nine tables offering tasting menus and à la carte by father-and-son team Gianni and Nicolò Bonaccorsi. There’s a seasonal, pan-Italian focus – at lunchtime, there’s a three tapas plus dish of the day option. 7-10pm Thu-Tue, plus noon-1.45pm Fri-Mon

Venetian Classics

Da Remigio €€

map Google map

Fish specialist with a great selection of raw seafood, freshly netted primi (starters) and grilled mains, from bream and bass to eel and monkfish. 12.30-2.30pm & 7-10pm Wed-Mon

Al Covo €€€

map Google map

It’s local produce only on the menu at this famously chic restaurant that concentrates on lagoon heritage. Fresh fish with veg from Sant’Erasmo is the order of the day. 12.45-2pm & 7.30-10pm Thu-Mon

Alle Testiere €€

map Google map

From the shrimp and seafood to the wild herbs and vegetables, pretty much everything on the menu in this tiny restaurant was netted or grown in the lagoon. 12.30-3pm & 7-11pm Tue-Sat

Family-Owned Restaurants

Osteria da Pampo €€

map Google map

Spilling out onto a Sant’Elena square, this laid-back, family-run restaurant combines the best of both traditions, from stockfish cooked both Genoese and Venetian style, to squid-ink spaghetti topped with tomato and mussels. 12.30-10pm Fri-Wed

Antica Sacrestia €€

map Google map

Go for the special Venetian menu at this restaurant in an alley behind San Zaccaria, and try traditional dishes like liver with polenta, or classics such as sarde in saor (sweet and sour marinated sardines). Noon-11pm Tue-Sun

Traditional Pasticcerie

Pasticceria Chiusso €

map Google map

Dainty finger sandwiches and delicious pastries made in-house at one of the city’s most historic pasticcerie (pastry shop), going strong for over a century. 7am-8pm Thu-Tue

Rosa Salva €

map Google map

This historic cafe does the best tramezzini in town, with imaginative fillings (try the egg and asparagus). 8am-8.30pm Mon-Sat, from 8.30am Sun
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Drinking

Bacaro

Osteria da Baco

map Google map

Our top pick of the swathe of bars just east of Piazza San Marco: friendly, with a smattering of tables in the cosy wood-panelled interior. 8.15am-1am

Wine Bars

La Barrique

map Google map

Run by a group of youngsters from the Lido since 2023, this brilliant wine bar has 200-odd bottles on the list, including at least 12 by the glass. Cicchetti are made on the spot. 11am-midnight Thu-Tue

El Rèfolo

map Google map

Popular with locals, this hole-in-the-wall serves Italian wines, beers and delicious snacks (including overstuffed bread rolls). 11.30am-11.30pm Tue-Sat, to 10pm Sun

Elegant Surroundings

Serra dei Giardini

map Google map

A Liberty-style (art nouveau) greenhouse on the edge of the Giardini Pubblici converted into a gorgeous cafe with foliage-fringed seating inside and out. It’s good on vegetarian snacks. 10am-8pm

Bar Dandolo

map Google map

It’s barely changed since the 14th century – Hotel Danieli’s ground-floor bar is a grand hall sporting columns, a coffered, gilded ceiling and Murano chandeliers aplenty. A glorious Venetian welcome. 10am-1am

[image: img]
Shopping

Local Artisans

Giovanna Zanella

map Google map

Shoes or works of art? Giovanna’s extraordinary hand-stitched creations are both. From (relatively) sober to the kind of extravagance Lady Gaga might wear, her wares are pricey but a cut above. 1.30-7pm Mon-Sat

Paolo Brandolisio

map Google map

A maestro of oars and fórcole – the sinuous rowlocks on gondolas – Paolo also sells hand-turned bracelets, candle holders and smaller, sculptural fórcole from his sawdust-covered workshop. 9am-1pm & 3-7pm Mon-Fri

Books & Bookbinding

Giorgio Ghidoli

map Google map

Formerly an artist for Italian newspapers and publishers, Ghidoli now has his own gallery, selling original paintings, calendars, illustrated books and (the bestsellers) tarot cards. 10.30am-12.30pm & 3.30-7pm Mon-Sat

Ponte dei Sogni

map Google map

Next door, Ghidoli’s daughter Giuliana sells his brilliant kids’ books about Venice, as well as her own wooden puzzles and toys – think lions, gondolas and maps of the sestieri. 10.30am-12.30pm, 3.30-7pm Mon-Sat

Madoneri

map Google map

Father and son Paolo and Barnaba Scalabrin make notebooks on-site, while Paolo’s niece contributes ceramics that look like Etruscan pottery. 10am-7pm





Explore

Giudecca, Lido & the Southern Islands


Where other cities have suburban sprawl, Venice has wild islands floating in a teal-blue lagoon, a beach resort and centuries-old island sanctuaries. San Giorgio and Giudecca islands have long drawn architecture buffs. Giudeccawas an elite garden getaway and religious sanctuary before becoming an industrial outpost; it’s now in its third act as cloisters and warehouses become artists’ studios and urban lofts. The long sandy Lido is a barrier island protecting Venice from the Adriatic’s high tides. In summer, the city decamps to its beaches and in September A-listers descend for the film festival.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: ] Bicycle & Bus

Buses and bikes (available to hire) are the easiest way to get around Lido.

[image: ] Car

Cars are permitted on Lido. Line 17 car ferry goes from Tronchetto to Lido San Nicolò. Taxis are also available.

[image: ] Vaporetto

Lines 2, 4.1 and 4.2 stop at Giudecca; line 2 also stops at San Giorgio Maggiore. Line 20 goes to San Servolo and San Lazzaro from San Zaccaria. Lines 1, 5.1, 5.2, 6, 10 and 14 call at Lido Santa Maria Elisabetta.


THE BEST

Admire Andrea Palladio’s BASILICA DI SAN GIORGIO MAGGIORE.

Tour the FONDAZIONE GIORGIO CINI.

Explore Giudecca’s ARTISAN STUDIOS, and lunch on the waterfront at LA PALANCA.

Escape to the Lido in summer for a long CYCLE RIDE with refreshing dips in the sea.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Isola di San Giorgio Maggiore


The island of San Giorgio Maggiore has belonged to the Benedictines since the 10th century. They commissioned Palladio’s dazzling white basilica, a soaring campanile (bell tower) to rival San Marco’s, and a Renaissance monastery. The latter is now home to the dynamic Cini cultural foundation.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Pre-book themed tours to the monastery and its park online, as well as concerts at Lo Squero Auditorium. Basilica visits are free, but the campanile requires a ticket.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours and to book ahead.



Basilica di San Giorgio Maggiore

Sunglasses are a must as you approach the Basilica di San Giorgio Maggiore: the white Istrian marble of Andrea Palladio’s masterful 16th-century facade is practically blinding when viewed head-on. Most visitors only see it across the water from San Marco, but it’s worth the quick vaporetto (small passenger ferry) ride to see it up close. Palladio chose the white stone to stand out clearly across the blue lagoon waters and cleverly set it at an angle so that the deeply incised columns and sculptural niches create an intriguing drama of light and shadow in the afternoon sun.

Inside, ceilings billow above and high windows filter sunshine across the geometrical harmony of the church. The altar is flanked by two of Tintoretto’s late works: Collection of Manna and Last Supper. Sebastiano Ricci’s sweet Madonna Enthroned with Child and Saints draws an audible ‘aww’, while Tintoretto’s last work, the moving Deposition of Christ (1594), hangs in the Cappelle delle Deposizione.

Campanile

Before exiting the church, take the elevator to the top of the 63m-high campanile. The elegant brick tower, built by Fra Benadetto Buratti in 1791, rivals the one in San Marco with the added benefit of its front-row view of Piazza San Marco framed by the Dolomites, as well as a 360-degree view of the lagoon and over the cloisters and park of the monastery next door. Look out for the parterre maze, which spells out the name of the great Argentine writer Jorge Luis Borges.


TAKE A BREAK

The island’s sole restaurant, the elegant San Giorgio Café, serves Italian and Venetian dishes overlooking a mini marina. Book a table to ensure you get a terrace spot.



Fondazione Giorgio Cini

The abbey attached to the basilica was founded in 982 CE by the Benedictines. From the get-go it was an important theological and cultural centre, hosting foreign dignitaries such as Pope Alexander III, Frederick Barbarossa and Cosimo de’ Medici.

Fire destroyed much of the early complex and now Palladio’s Renaissance Chiostro dei Cipressi (1526) is the oldest surviving part. Tours, which you must pre-book, take you through here, past Baldassare Longhena’s beautiful library and the Manica Lunga (monks’ dormitory). Finally, you reach the refectory hall, where a digital facsimile of Veronese’s masterpiece Wedding at Cana is positioned in place of the original – still in the Louvre after Napoleon swiped it in 1797.

Still humming with humanistic scholarship, these days the complex houses the Fondazione Giorgio Cini. It was established by Count Vittorio Cini in 1951 after he escaped Dachau concentration camp and made it his mission to save the island and monastery.


HOMO FABER

Every two years in September, Fondazione Giorgio Cini hosts Homo Faber (homofaber.com), showcasing original works by master artisans alongside other events.



Chapels in the Woods

Hidden in the abbey’s 1.6-hectare woodland are the startling Vatican Chapels – 10 meditation spaces commissioned by the Holy See from a slew of architectural heavyweights for the 2022 Architecture Biennale. You can take a tour of them with an excellent audio guide, which you receive on entry. It’s designed as a pilgrimage of reflection, pausing at each chapel to contemplate the structure and environment.
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Alternatively, wander off route into fairytale settings, where stunning views of the lagoon unfold between the trees. The last tour of the day includes a visit to Luigi Vietti’s Teatro Verde, which Katherine Hepburn described as the ‘most beautiful theatre in the world’.

Le Stanze Galleries

Around the northeast side of the basilica, past the small marina, is a sign for Le Stanze del Vetro (Glass Rooms). Supported by the Cini Foundation, it now presents two superb annual glass exhibitions – one historical and one contemporary and international – in a beautiful minimalist space.

A bit further along the embankment is another gallery, Le Stanze della Fotografia (Photography Rooms). Housed in the island’s defunct Boarding School, it’s another smart venue for displaying the Cini Foundation’s extraordinary collection (one of the best in Europe) in conjunction with big-name shows curated by art publisher Marsilio Arte.

Lo Squero Auditorium

Look out for concerts at this stunning auditorium on the Cini Foundation website. Housed in an old boathouse (squero), the renovated hall has perfect acoustics and breathtaking views of the sun setting over the lagoon from its floor-to-ceiling windows behind the stage. The concert programme typically runs from March to mid-December and includes events during the Veneto Jazz festival.


THE CINI FAMILY

Wealthy industrialist Vittorio Cini was appointed Minister of Communications by Mussolini in 1943. He resigned after six months in disagreement with the war. He was later arrested and imprisoned in Dachau concentration camp, then freed by his son Giorgio, who bribed a guard. In 1949, Giorgio died in a plane crash and Vittorio set up the foundation in 1951 in his memory.





BIKE TOUR

Cycle the Lido


Even the way it slides off the tongue in Italian sounds breezy: Leeed-oh. This seems apt given the vintage stripy cabanas lining the seaward side and Liberty villas and flowering gardens that make it feel a world away from the Rialto. Cycle its 12km shoreline to enjoy its beaches, birdlife and excellent fish restaurants.



START

Venice Lido Rental

END

Magiche Voglie

LENGTH

21km; one hour


[image: 16-cycle-lido-ct-pk-vnc7-jpg]




1 Downtown Lido

Arrive at Santa Maria Elisabetta on the vaporetto with your swimsuit and a towel. Have a coffee at Bar Maleti and pick up a bike or e-bike at Venice Lido Rental next door. Check out the Ausonia & Hungaria hotel with its ornate Venice-meets-Vienna majolica-tiled facade, then tool down Gran Viale Santa Margherita towards the beach road.

2 Garden City

Turn right and set off beneath the umbrella pines enjoying the sea views. Soon you’ll pass Eugenio Miozzi’s Rationalist 1930s casino and Palazzo del Cinema, and the fanciful Byzantine domes of Hotel Excelsior. Get lost in side streets along the way for glimpses of Lido life.

3 Walk the Breakwater

After about 1.7km, the beach ends and gives way to the Murazzi. Meaning ‘large walls’, it’s a 5km-long breakwater built of Istrian stone in the 1700s in order to protect the Lido against the sea’s erosion. Stop, take a walk along the top of the walls and maybe have a quick swim at the free beach.

4 Venice in Miniature

If Venice got left in the dryer, it might come out as tiny canal-filled Malamocco, the lagoon capital from 742 to 811 CE. Explore its tiny campi (squares) before tucking into lunch at Al Ponte di Borgo or under the pergola of Trattoria da Scarso, once the haunt of Federico Fellini. Turn back after lunch if you’re feeling tired.

5 Alberoni’s Wild Dunes

Continue south on Via Alberoni. Now it’s just you, the sea and some small farms. Follow the road round to Bagni Alberoni, a vintage beach club. Just beyond it is a public beach, beside the WWF Oasi Dune degli Alberoni, a conservation area of wild dunes and prairies that once inspired Shelley and Byron. Have another swim and a drink at Macondo.

6 Pizza with Locals

Shower off before starting back. Enjoy the golden glow cast by the setting sun over the lagoon islands of Poveglia and Santo Spirito as you pedal up Via Alberoni. Merge back onto Via Malamocco, then turn right to El Cason. This super-popular pizzeria has an outdoor patio, occasional live music and a great atmosphere.

7 Ice Cream & Cocktails

Finally, cycle the 4km back to the Gran Viale and have an ice cream at Magiche Voglie. You can head back to the beach to see what the scene is: maybe have a drink at El Pecador or check if there’s a DJ on at Blue Moon.
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1Top Experiences

 Isola di San Giorgio MaggioreC1




1Experiences

1Artisti Artigiani del ChiostroB2

2CREA Cantieri del ContemporaneoB2

3Chiesa del Santissimo RedentoreC2

 Festa del Redentore(see 3)

4Hilton Molino StuckyB1

5Mercato della Prigione FemminileB2

6Spiaggia di San NicolòF2

7MurazziD4

8Bagni AlberoniD4

9Blue MoonE3

10Paradise Beach ClubF2

11PellestrinaD4

12Riserva Naturale Ca’ RomanD4

13Acquolina Cooking SchoolE3

14JW Marriott Venice (Isola delle Rose)B3

15Fortuny Tessuti ArtisticiB1

 Venice International Film Festival(see 16)

16Palazzo del CinemaE3

17Museo del ManicomioD2

18Monastero di San Lazzaro degli ArmeniD3

19Circolo Golf VeneziaD4




5Eating

20La PalancaB1

21Al MercàE3

22Da CelesteD4

23Trattoria AltanellaB2

24Trattoria AndriE3

25Trattoria ai CacciatoriB2

26Caribe SorrisoD4

27Trattoria da ScarsoD4

28Harry’s DolciB1

29L’EssentialeE2

30Glamy BistrotE3

31El PecadorE3

32Magiche VoglieE2

33Pasticceria SantinD4

34Pane Libri e CappuccinoD4




6Drinking

 Skyline(see 4)

35Cantinita BeachE3

36Aurora Beach BarE3

37Osteria da MoroB1

38Da Cri Cri e TendinaD4

39Bar 9E3




7Shopping

 Stefano Morasso(see 1)

 Cartavenezia(see 1)

 Adele Stefanelli(see 2)








EXPERIENCES

Appreciate Giudecca’s Artisan Studios & Galleries Contemporary crafts

Artists and tech companies are reviving Giudecca’s abandoned factories and monasteries for studios and office space. The frescoed church of Sts Cosmas and Damian is home to tech incubator SerenDPT, while the cloister houses Artisti Artigiani del Chiostro (map Google map), a collection of artisan studios. Spend time browsing the arcaded courtyard – it’s a great place to pick up memorable keepsakes.

Move on to CREA (map Google map), a contemporary art hub with six gallery spaces in Giudecca’s working boatyard. Talented ceramicist Adele Stefanelli has her workshop here. Most studios and galleries are active between March and November when the Biennale is in full swing, although visiting artist studios off-season can be very rewarding as they have more time to chat and explain their work.

Join the Redentore Plague Party Church

map Google map

Even from afar, you can’t miss Andrea Palladio’s 1577 Chiesa del Santissimo Redentore (Il Redentore), a triumph of white marble beside the Giudecca Canal. Built to celebrate the city’s deliverance from the 1575–77 Black Death, the magnificent edifice is an iconic part of the city’s image. After its inauguration in 1592, Doge Sebastiano Venier made it his habit to undertake an annual pilgrimage across a temporary bridge of barges from the Zattere to give thanks at the church’s tabernacle.

Over 400 years later, Venetians continue the tradition, crossing the canal on a shaky pontoon bridge for the Festa del Redentore (Feast of the Redeemer; see map Google map) in July. They also go to town decorating their boats, which fill the canal in front of the church in their hundreds in anticipation of the epic Saturday fireworks.

Explore Giudecca’s Industrial Heritage Architecture

Step behind the main waterfront to explore Giudecca’s alternative industrial heritage. The massive Gothic Revival structure of the Hilton Molino Stucky (map Google map), built by Ernst Wullekopf, is a good place to start. The ex-mill produced the greatest yield of flour in Europe. Old photographs of factory workers line the foyer, offering a startling contrast to the luxury of the five-star hotel that now inhabits it.

Out back is the former cement factory and nearby is the Dreher beer factory, while down the Fondamenta de le Convertite is the women’s correctional facility (previously a convent for ‘fallen’ women), which holds a market (map Google map) on Thursday morning. Further east, you’ll come across the former Junghans watch factory, a stark modernist complex that produced 55,000 watches a year. Its story is fascinating, as is those of the primarily female workers; engage a good guide at Best Venice Guides to illuminate them.


THE LIDO’S BEST BEACH CLUBS

Bagni Alberoni

map Google map

The Lido’s oldest bathing club, Alberoni is wilder, more relaxed and less busy than the northern beaches. Its loungers sit beside the protected WWF dunes, which fill with plovers and wading birds.

Blue Moon

map Google map

Named after a once glamorous nightclub, this domed structure designed by Giancarlo de Carlo has a bistro, cafe, raised dance floor and viewing platform, plus a beachside pool.

Paradise Beach Club

map

A fantastic, deep section of beach with loungers set beneath thatched umbrellas and lots of space for beach games. There’s a shaded playground and watersport activities on offer.



Beach-Hop on the Lido Beaches

Beach chairs and bronzed lifeguards may seem a world apart from hothouse Venice in summer, but they’re only a 15-minute ferry ride away on the Lido.

There, on the seaward side of the island, you’ll find a near-continuous stretch of sand. Much of it is lined with quaint capannas (changing cabins), a relic of the Lido’s glam 1850s bathing scene, which are managed by stabilimenti (private beach clubs). They are hot property, with many rented by the same families for years or reserved for guests of seafront hotels. But the clubs also offer sunloungers, umbrellas, lockers, showers, restaurants and beachy diversions for paying day guests.

The three free public beaches are San Nicolò (map) to the north, Murazzi (map Google map) in the centre of the island, and Alberoni (map) at the southern tip.

Adventure to Pellestrina Island day trip

Head south on bus 11 to Pellestrina (map), the Lido’s more rural southern twin. It’s a reminder of what the lagoon might have looked like had Venice never been dreamed up. There are no hotels, fancy shops or sunloungers – just four tight-knit fishing communities, a handful of fantastic fish restaurants (Da Celeste is the best) and gelato shops, some small farms and traditional fishers’ shacks built over mussel beds.

Just after Pellestrina village, the island virtually vanishes and only the murazzi – the massive 18th-century breakwater – and a narrow path remains; walking its length is utterly surreal. Finally, you reach the Riserva Naturale Ca’ Roman (map) at the southern tip, a dune-swept nature reserve that’s a haven for migratory birds.

Cook Venetian at Villa Ines Cookery class

map Google map

For a deep dive into the Venetian kitchen, sign up for a friendly cookery lesson at Villa Ines, a quintessential Liberty-style villa on the Lido. It’s the home of Marika Contaldo Seguso, who runs the Acquolina Cooking School in her kitchen. You can take a half- or full-day course. The latter includes a morning trip to the Rialto Market, where Marika introduces you to her favourite stall holders and demonstrates how to select the best fish. Then you’ll set about learning various techniques and Venetian traditions while sampling interesting local wines. It’s a great way to slow down and connect with the city at a deeper level.

Relax on the Island of Roses Spa resort

map

Despite the city’s love of luxury, spas haven’t traditionally been part of the Venice experience. That’s something JW Marriott aimed to remedy when it bought Sacca Sessola in 2015 and transformed it into a private-island resort, romantically renaming it Isola delle Rose (Island of Roses).

Arriving in the free water taxi is a movie-star experience as you approach the grand Rationalist hotel. It was a medical complex for treating respiratory ailments in the 1930s, built here to benefit from the island’s pleasant onshore breezes. The spa is set in the old boathouse where light streams in floor-to-ceiling windows. There’s an indoor-outdoor pool, a hammam, tepidarium, sauna and steam rooms – in short, everything a spa junkie could desire.

The resort is open from March to October; half- and full-day passes are available.

Ponder Design Schemes at Fortuny Textiles

map Google map

Find out why French novelist Marcel Proust, American heiress Gloria Vanderbilt and modern supermodel Natalia Vodianova have all waxed rhapsodic over Fortuny fabrics at Fortuny Tessuti Artistici.

Established in 1922, this production house is where Mariano Fortuny and Henriette Nigrin (his wife and collaborator) created the dyes, printing methods and micro-pleating which made his name. Get up close to the silks and velvets in the scenographic showroom, which is hung with layers of fabric and furnished with trunks full of vintage samples. The production facility is strictly off-limits to protect trade secrets, but you can visit the factory’s lovely secret garden.

Attend the Venice Film Festival Film festival

map Google map

Launched in 1932, the Venice International Film Festival is the oldest film fest in the world and attracts a bevvy of A-list stars. You can join them for premieres in the 1000-seat auditorium in the Palazzo del Cinema (map Google map). Its strange angular architecture speaks to the ambitious modernism of the 1930s, when the festival was conceived to promote tourism on the Lido.

Despite a hiatus during WWII, when Cannes launched in protest at the Fascist takeover of Venice, the event remains a barometer of success for those that earn its Golden Lion trophies. Major screenings – many open to the public – are followed by a Q&A with the cast and director.

Other venues include the Palazzo del Casino, Sala Giardino, PalaBiennale and Lazzaretto Vecchio, the world’s first quarantine island, whose warehouses now host the Immersive and Virtual Reality competition.

Tickets go on sale on the Biennale website a couple of weeks before the festival starts in late August.

Learn Something at San Servolo UNIVESITY AND museum

Isla di San Servolo’s balmy beauty is notable the minute you arrive on the island. Exotic palms and venerable trees sprout within the large park, which is dotted with sculpture – Venetians love to escape the city here. While the old Benedictine monastery is now given over to Venice International University, it’s always been a place of study and invention. In their day, the monks were expert pharmacists and physicians, creating medicines for the military from the herbs grown in San Servolo’s walled garden.


You can visit the Museo del Manicomio (map Google map), the so-called ‘Museum of Madness’, and period apothecary on a guided tour (which must be booked) that also explains San Servolo’s history as Venice’s male mental hospital. Nowadays, the asylum corridors showcase student art and the halls fill with conferences on sustainability and globalisation.

One of the best open events is the Venice Photo Festival (venicephoto.org), which draws internationally famous photographers for a week of workshops and exhibits in April.


THE LIDO’S SURPRISING AVIATION HISTORY

Venice is full of strange histories, not least that of the Giovanni Nicelli Airport, Italy’s first commercial airport. Venice’s first flight took off from the Lido’s beach in 1911, while Italy’s first seaplane squadron was built in the Arsenale in 1913. The city’s proximity to the Austro-Hungarian border was critical in WWI, and Nicelli (named after a fallen WWI flying ace) quickly developed. In 1926, Italy’s first commercial flight departed for Vienna from here; and, the passenger terminal, replete with futuristic paintings, opened in 1935. Come for dinner in the vintage restaurant, Fly, which is very good and has views over the runway.



Meet Monks at San Lazzaro degli Armeni Monastery

map Google map

Armenian monks from Syria, Georgia and Armenia continue their scholarly work at this island sanctuary, the last that remains from La Serenissima’s days as an intellectual and religious haven. The community has been here for over 300 years, following the gift of the island to Abbot Mekhitar in 1717 by the Venetian Senate.

Mekhitar believed the source of self-knowledge was understanding other cultures and he started the monks’ centuries-long work in translation, education and the preservation of Armenian culture. This led to a pioneering Armenian dictionary (1836) and the largest collection of Armenian manuscripts in the world.

You can book a tour of the tranquil island to see the sparkling church, unique prayer books (which incorporate musical tones) and the treasured, book-lined library. Downstairs, several of the archaic printing presses remain. Unfortunately, monks who operated them went deaf from the noise.

Tee-Off at the Golf Club Golf course

map Google map

Step outside the clubhouse of Circolo Golf Venezia and tee-off on this gently undulating links course designed by Cruikshank of Glasgow in 1928.

The first nine holes were laid out at the instigation of Count Volpi di Misurati after an embarrassing incident when his friend, American car magnate Henry Ford, arrived at the Excelsior with his clubs only to find no golf course!

The site chosen was around the old Austrian fort, fragments of which still feature in the course. In 1951, the course was expanded to 18 holes (par 72), challenging enough to host the Italian Open in 1955, 1960 and 1974.

Now you can shape your shots around the course in the pretty parkland setting. The odd bora or sirocco wind increases the challenge. Then, retire to the bar previously propped up by the Duke of Windsor, Mussolini and Henry Cotton.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Seafood Standouts

La Palanca €€

map Google map

Locals pour into this Giudecca bar for the atmosphere and lunches of swordfish with orange zest, succulent scallops or razor clams. 7am-9pm Mon-Sat

Al Mercà €€

map Google map

This tavern in the old fish market has the Lido’s best seafood. Noon-2.30pm & 6.30-9.30pm daily summer, Thu-Sun winter

Da Celeste €€€

map

The go-to place on Pellestrina for superb seafood. Noon-2.30pm & 7-9.15pm Thu-Tue Mar-Oct

Trattoria Altanella €€

map Google map

Founded by a Giudecca fishing family in 1920, this trattoria serves excellent gnocchi with cuttlefish, stuffed squid and divine John Dory. 12.30-2pm & 7.30-9pm Wed-Sun

Local Haunts

Trattoria Andri €€

map Google map

Elegant seafood served in an art-filled Lido dining room. The fish risotto is superb. Noon-2.30pm & 6-10pm Tue-Sun summer, Fri-Sun winter

Trattoria ai Cacciatori €€

map Google map

Try a hearty plate of bigoli (fresh pasta) with duck ragù (sauce) at this trattoria on Giudecca. Noon-11pm Tue-Sun, to 3.30pm Mon

Caribe Sorriso €€

map Google map

It’s all about the sea views at this modern Lido restaurant with an Italian menu. 9am-11pm

Trattoria da Scarso €€

map Google map

This Malamocco charmer has jaunty sea art and offers good fish and homemade pasta. 11am-3pm & 7-10pm Wed-Sun, 11am-3pm Mon

Romantic Views

Harry’s Dolci €€€

map Google map

The Tiffany-blue canopy on Giudecca’s waterfront marks out this venue. Sunset meals on the pontoon with a bellini are magic. 11am-11pm Apr-Oct

L’Essentiale €€€

map Google map

Sit at the terrace restaurant of Lido’s Villa Laguna while savouring artful dishes such as pink spiny lobster risotto. 12.30pm-midnight Tue-Sun Easter–mid-Oct

Glamy Bistrot €€€

map Google map

Glamy has a delightful open-air dining room overlooking the Grand Hotel des Bains beach club. Great sushi alongside Venetian classics. 7.30-11pm Wed-Mon

Quick Snacks

El Pecador €

map Google map

Yes, that really is a red double-decker bus serving the Lido’s finest sandwiches and spritz (prosecco cocktail). 10am-2am Apr–mid-Sep


Magiche Voglie €

map Google map

This family-owned gelateria on the Lido offers flavours such as açaí berry and cajá fruit alongside black cherry or Sicilian pistachio. 3-7pm Thu-Sun Oct-Mar, 10am-11pm Apr-Sep

Pasticceria Santin €

map Google map

Come to this Lido spot for cappuccino, croissants, apple slices, budino di riso (rice-pudding tarts) and saffron shortbread biscuits. 7am-7.45pm Mon & Wed-Sat, to 1.30pm Sun

Pane Libri e Cappuccino €

map Google map

An all-day mid-island Lido hub, serving endless coffee plus cakes and sandwiches. 6.30am-9pm
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Drinking

Alternative Cocktails

Skyline

map Google map

The cocktail bar on top of the Hilton Molino Stucky has thrilling lagoon views and DJs on summer Sunday nights. Noon-1am Apr-Oct, 4pm-midnight Nov-Mar

Cantinita Beach

map Google map

Lido’s fun-loving Cantinita has margaritas, tequila-based cocktails and nachos in a leafy garden. 11am-2am Apr-Sep

Aurora Beach Bar

map Google map

This Lido beach club has four-poster beds and a loungy feel during the day but morphs into a cocktail bar and dance venue on party nights. 11am-midnight Jun-Sep

Atmospheric Bars

Osteria da Moro

map Google map

This bar serves super cicchetti and charcuterie by day, then switches to a long list of wines by the glass and beer come evening. Fantastic views across Giudecca Canal. 7am-11pm Wed-Mon

Da Cri Cri Tendina

map Google map

A Lido institution offering Veneto wines, beers on tap and a counter laden with cicchetti. Try the house spritz made with Friulano wine and soda water. 7.30am-9pm Mon-Sat, 8.30am-1pm Sun

Bar 9

map Google map

A convivial bar near the Lido’s vaporetto stop, with interesting art and a great wine and cocktail list. 9.30am-12.30am

[image: img]
Shopping

Master Artisans

Stefano Morasso

map Google map

In this Giudecca workshop, glass master Stefano Morasso blows work-of-art glasses and jewellery. 9am-12.30pm & 3-5pm, to 6pm summer

Cartavenezia

map Google map

Fernando Masone is a paper maestro embossing and sculpting handmade paper into lampshades, sketchbooks and 3D art-works. He also teaches. Hours vary

Adele Stefanelli

map Google map

Having trained with masters in China, Korea and Japan, Stefanelli masterfully creates iridescent vases, vessels and teapots with her own unique Venetian colour palette. Hours vary





Explore

Murano, Burano & the Northern Islands


When the city gets too much, you need the north lagoon. Today, this is a liminal space where land merges into water and present melts into past. In the early days of Venice, though, this was the busiest part of the lagoon – settled from Roman times, Torcello was the de facto capital before residents moved south to found a new settlement at Rialto. That abandonment still haunts most of the islands here, with ruined buildings on the mudflats and vegetable patches where medieval monasteries used to lie. Two exceptions to the rule are lively Burano, with its multicoloured cottages, and majestic Murano, known for its glass factories.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: ] Vaporetto

The number 12 vaporetto (small passenger ferry) goes from Fondamente Nove through the north lagoon, stopping at Murano, Mazzorbo, Torcello and Burano. Other routes go to Sant’Erasmo and the Lazzaretto Nuovo.

[image: ] Private Boat

To get to San Francesco del Deserto, you’ll need to book with Laguna Fla. You can also see the north lagoon on a private excursion, such as with Venice Bird Watching.

[image: ] Walking

The islands are small and walkable; Burano and Mazzorbo are even linked by a bridge.


THE BEST

Get a taste for lively BURANO and its colourful cottages.

Learn how to blow glass with a masterclass from Murano’s maestri at WAVE MURANO GLASS.

Taste fine lagoon wines at VENISSA on Mazzorbo.

Sail into the wild north lagoon with fisherman ANDREA ROSSI.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Torcello


Now semi-abandoned, this is where Venice began. There was a thriving settlement on Torcello before it moved to Rialto. Today, the island of a dozen residents is a quiet place with echoes of the past at every turn, including the trapped-in-time Byzantine basilica.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

This is the most peaceful island in the lagoon – you can whip round in an hour, but stay longer to soak up the atmosphere and feel the Torcello magic.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for the basilica’s opening hours and admission fees.



Basilica di Santa Maria Assunta

The square campanile (bell tower) of the Basilica di Santa Maria Assunta is visible from across the lagoon, beckoning you to its glories inside. They take the shape of Byzantine-style mosaics: an 11th-century Madonna and Child shimmering in the apse and the back wall glittering with a Last Judgement, all the more striking for the church’s simple setting in what’s now essentially a field. The Madonna hovers above an array of saints, while in the right-hand chapel Christ is flanked by angels, saints and symbolic plants.

The floor is another mosaic carpet – a precursor of those at Santi Maria e Donato on Murano, and of San Marco itself – but you’ll spend the most time staring at the Last Judgement, whose six vivid layers rip from heaven to hell.

Chiesa di Santa Fosca

Next to the basilica is the small church of Santa Fosca: no mosaics, but a whole lot of atmosphere. Reworked in the 12th century but founded earlier, it’s Veneto-Byzantine in style with a domed interior surrounded by a five-sided portico. This is where Sunday Mass is held.

Museo di Torcello

This tiny gem of a museum focuses on the lagoon’s forgotten ancient history, with Roman, Etruscan, Greek and even Egyptian finds from around the area. It also tells the story of the now-ruined monasteries that filled Torcello in the medieval period, once the residents had moved to Venice.

Outside is the Trono d’Attila: a grand throne carved out of stone in the 5th century CE. Sitting on it will supposedly see you pregnant within the year.

Ponte del Diavolo

Fiendishly popular with Instagrammers, the Devil’s Bridge is one of just two wall-free bridges left in the lagoon (the other is the Ponte Chiodo in Cannaregio). Dating back to the 15th century, it’s a picture-perfect example of how Venice used to look. Cross it to loop round the island – a path runs alongside fields and ruins of medieval monasteries, emerging at the side of the basilica.


TAKE A BREAK

Grab a quick bite in the sun at Taverna Tipica Veneziana, which serves pre-made, great-value lagoon classics with all-outdoor lawn seating.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Murano Glass


Glass is everywhere on Murano as it has been for centuries. While the maestri have typically worked in heavy secrecy, today many fornaci (furnaces) welcome the public for glass-blowing demonstrations, and even lessons. Seeing the extraordinary process gives you a new appreciation for the art.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Plan for half a day to take a factory tour or lesson, do some glass shopping and see the island; then head back to town rather than attempt Burano.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information about Wave Murano Glass.



The Glass Cathedral

The ex-church of Santa Chiara was half-ruined when a group of locals decided to restore it in 2011. They now hold glass-blowing demonstrations twice a day Monday to Saturday; grab a spritz (prosecco cocktail) at the bar and settle down for the 25-minute show. While this isn’t a fornace, they bring in maestri to make vases, carafes and the odd glass heart in the spectacular setting of the church.

Original Murano Glass

You’ve watched the process; now it’s time for action. At OMG, as they style themselves, you can take a two- to three-hour workshop. You’ll tour the fornace, learn the technique and then have a go yourself – enabling you to create a glass flower and tumbler, which you can collect or have shipped once it’s cooled. They also run 15-minute factory visits.

Wave Murano Glass

A hip group producing contemporary stuff, Wave’s team also does 50-minute weekday tours of the fornace to show the skill and physicality of the trade. They also offer two-hour workshops, in which you will blow your own glass – perhaps a beaker, a vase or (if you’re good) an ornament.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Burano Lace


There’s lace, and then there’s Burano lace. Astonishingly complex, it’s made without any material – everything you see is stitched thread. As tastes change, this tradition is dying out – which makes it even more worth paying attention as the last merlettaie (lacemakers) enter their 70s and 80s.

map Google map




PLANNING TIP

Make it a lace-themed morning with window-shopping, maybe a lacemaking class, and a well-earned lunch at Gatto Nero.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for more information about Martina Vidal’s lacemaking classes.



La Bottega dell’Arte

Fiorenza Rossetti comes from a long line of merlettaie, and her store stocks lace meticulously worked by her, her family and top Italian artisans. Choose from delicate lace earrings to linen table-cloths with intricate lace panelling and even hand-stitched bridal veils. She sells lace made by her ancestors dating back to the 1700s, and high-quality linens and cottons, too.

Martina Vidal

This well-known shop offers lessons to those keen to learn the art of Burano lace. It’s a slow process – the works you see can take months to produce. In two to three hours, you’ll learn one stitch and get to work finishing an in-progress piece (you get it as a souvenir at the end). On eight- to 10-hour courses, you learn two or three stitches and then get to work.

Dalla Lidia

The collection of vintage lace in the back of this shop – including a hand-stitched handkerchief made for Napoleon – gives the Museo del Merletto a run for its money. You can buy small pieces from the 17th to 19th centuries, or go for the modern offerings, including lace artworks depicting everything from Burano streets to the Virgin Mary.



WALKING TOUR

Walk Burano


Heart-shaped Burano is the prettiest island in the lagoon – which makes it very busy. The good news? Most visitors do a quick circuit to photograph the rainbow-coloured houses reflecting in the canals, then hop back on the vaporetto. Stay longer to explore further, and you’ll get a taste of this sparky fishing community.



START

La Casa di Bepi

END

Fondamenta di Cao Moleca

LENGTH

1.5km; 20 minutes


[image: 17-burano-wt-pk-vnc7-jpg]




1 Island Vibes

Following the hordes from the vaporetto along Fondamenta San Mauro, you’ll dip off to La Casa di Bepi (Bepi’s House). While Burano is known for its coloured houses, this one is multicoloured – the eponymous Bepi turned his facade into a vividly coloured dreamscape. Fun and louder than life, it’s the Buranello spirit in a nutshell.

2 Photo Op

Winding around the pretty cottages – each painted a different colour, for fishers to recognise their own despite fog or boozy confusion, depending who you ask – you’ll pop out onto a boulevard-like canal, Fondamenta Cao di Rio a Destra. At the end, you’ll see ethereal Torcello, beckoning from across the water.

3 Stitch of History

Today this is a tourist hub, but until relatively recently Burano was an impoverished community, living on fishing and lacemaking. In buzzy Piazza Galuppi, the Museo del Merletto (Lace Museum) tells the story of this female industry, featuring pieces from the 16th century to the present day, while some of Burano’s last merlettaie work in-house in the mornings.

4 Sugary Delights

Time to try Burano’s famous cookies: the bussolà (sweet, ring-shaped and flavoured with rum and vanilla) and the esse – or ‘S’ – in the shape of the Grand Canal. The Costantini family of Pasticceria Costantini have been baking them for over 100 years.

5 Tasty Break

The family-run Trattoria al Gatto Nero is the best of Burano: friendly service, world-class seafood, and a brilliantly democratic atmosphere, where tourists sit alongside the fishers who caught the day’s special. After a lengthy lunch, the canals twinkle harder, the houses are brighter and you feel the joy of this heart-shaped island.

6 Views for Days

Walk along the southwest edge of the island, Fondamenta di Cao Moleca, where the ground melts into the lagoon, Venice’s bell towers shimmering in the distance. In December, a Nativity scene floats above the water; but whatever the season, this is one of the most beautiful points in the lagoon.



WALKING TOUR

Walk Murano


Glass wasn’t invented by Venetians, of course; but like so many other things, the artisans here took it to new artistic heights so that today Murano’s wares are known all over the world. The city’s fornaci were moved here in the 13th century, making it the ideal place to buy glassware direct from the producer today.



START

Basilica dei Santi Maria e Donato

END

Venini

LENGTH

1.8km; 35 minutes
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1 Walk on a Marble Carpet

Murano is known for its glass, but the medieval Basilica dei Santi Maria e Donato puts marble on equally fine display, with its 12th-century ‘carpet’ of geometric shapes and mosaic animals, all made out of marble and precious stone from around the Med.

2 Study the Art of Glass

It’s easy to take the artistry of handblown glass for granted, when every shop window in town sports it. But at the Museo del Vetro (Glass Museum) you’ll get a renewed respect for the tradition, learning about its Middle Eastern roots and the Renaissance workers who took it to sublime heights. It’s compact, so you can enjoy every item on display.

3 See Glass Move

There’s Murano glass and then there’s Davide Penso’s Murano glass. From gently waving plant fronds to high-fashion necklaces, everything is super-striking. His glassware has been exhibited at the Guggenheim and various glass museums across the globe.

4 Blow Some Glass

Cross Murano’s own ‘grand’ canal and you’ll end up steps from Wave Murano Glass, where you can take a guided tour of the forward-looking furnace or – for a proper break from your walk – a two-hour glass-blowing class.

5 Go to Church

Dip into the church of San Pietro Martire, where simple Murano chandeliers swing from the ceiling, gently lighting up works by Bellini, Veronese and Tintoretto.

6 Watch Maestri at Work

Cross another canal and wind round to the eastern side of the island. You’ll hit Original Murano Glass, where you can see a quick display of glass-blowing if you didn’t already stop at Wave. You’ll pass by the Faro – Murano’s famous lighthouse – as you head back into the island.

7 Reach Artistic Heights

The first company to make glass high art, Venini sells classic designs by the likes of Carlo Scarpa, Gae Aulenti and Ron Arad. The prices are to match, but the quality is unrivalled.
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1Cimitero di San MicheleA5
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EXPERIENCES

Pay Your Respects at Cimitero di San Michele Cemetery

map Google map

Perhaps this is the true heart of Venice, floating between the wild, untouched beauty of the north lagoon and the ultra-manicured city. Once a monastery island (two, to be precise), San Michele was designated Venice’s cemetery relatively late, during Napoleon’s rule. Ever since, the Venetians have made this one of the most hauntingly beautiful graveyards around, planting cypresses that prick the sunset skyline amid the monumental graves.

In the Protestant area you’ll find the grandees – largely foreigners who loved the city, from Joseph Brodsky to Ezra Pound and Olga Rudge. Sergei Diaghilev’s tomb, in the Greek Orthodox section (near his friend Igor Stravinsky), is always wreathed in ballet shoes.

On your way out, you’ll see a hyper-modern section, designed by David Chipperfield. This is for more recent burials, so you’ll need to turn the respectful hush up a notch.

Float Around with a Fisherman Boating

Fifth-generation fisherman Andrea Rossi hand-nets seafood for Venice’s best restaurants. During his time off, though, he takes small groups out into the wild north lagoon. Chugging through shallow channels, stopping at sandbanks and pausing to watch pink flamingos strut through the shallows, you’ll see a totally different side of Venice.

Andrea and his fishing partner Michele will point out swooping birds overhead (look for the curved-beak ibises), ruined island settlements, and the wooden poles and nets used by fishers here for centuries. Called Venice Bird Watching, it’s an extraordinary, otherworldly experience.

See a Magic Marble Carpet at Basilica dei Santi Maria e Donato Church

map Google map

The famous floor at the Basilica di San Marco is always covered with thousands of feet, but its cousin on Murano is almost always empty.

With a 12th-century marble ‘carpet’ of swirling geometric shapes, mosaic peacocks, gryphons and even a couple of loved-up crickets, it’s truly mind-blowing. Don’t miss the glass crucifix by 1970s maestro Ermanno Nason on your way out – this is the island of glass, after all.

Commune with Art at Casa Museo Andrich museum

map Google map

Few people loved Torcello like 20th-century artist Lucio Andrich, who was among the handful of island residents alongside his wife Clementina – the pair lived here for decades, making art until Lucio’s death in 2003. Their house was then turned into a living museum by their nephew Paolo, who used to give heartfelt and wickedly funny tours of the property until his own death in 2021.

Today, Andrea Reggianini, Paolo’s friend, keeps the Andrich torch alight, giving weekend hour-long tours of the art-filled house (look for the tapestries Lucio and Clementina stitched together), mosaics (Lucio taught the art at Venice’s Accademia) and the gardens that melt into the lagoon. It’s an atmosphere like no other.

Eat the Lagoon at I&S Farm Farm

map

In 2014, Savino and Ilaria Cimarosto jacked in their regular jobs to buy an organic farm on Sant’Erasmo, the lagoon’s vegetable patch since the times of the doges. Today they produce Sant’Erasmo’s famous artichokes as well as myriad greens, radicchio, delicate pink-veined lettuces and plenty more.

They also make pâtés, creams and jams from their products. Try it all on a 2½-hour visit, where they’ll take you around, show you how they grow on the barene (mudflats) and give you a tasting. It’s a true taste of Venice – and it’s about as responsible tourism as you can get.

Live Through Quarantine at the Lazzaretto Nuovo Island

map Google map

If Sant’Erasmo was historically the most fertile spot in the lagoon, its neighbour was the opposite. In 1468 this was designated the Lazzaretto Nuovo, or ‘new’ quarantine island, during times of plague.

Traders and sailors arriving from abroad were isolated here for 40 days, and their wares ‘disinfected’ with smoke and vinegar in the Tezon Grande, the huge central warehouse. Guided hour-long tours run from April to October, and include a walk around the island to learn about the barene.

Enjoy Mazzorbo’s Island Life Island

map Google map

It’s linked to Burano by a footbridge, but tranquil Mazzorbo is a world apart, and an hour’s mooch is a must. From the vaporetto stop, follow the waterfront towards Venice, winding left around Mazzorbo’s canal, past vineyards and vegetable patches. At the end is the church of Santa Caterina (map Google map) – rebuilt in the 13th century, it has the oldest bell in the lagoon (from 1318). Inside, it’s a simple Romanesque jewel – all plain brick walls and high, narrow windows, with a 15th-century roof carved in the shape of a ship’s keel, and a balcony with metal grilles to hide the resident nuns from scandalous view.

Turn back; the first path leading right winds around the island, along a tree-lined boulevard with views of Burano across the water. Turn left at the end; what looks like a park is Venissa’s vineyard.


GOING CRABBING

Prized since the time of the doges, moeche – soft crabs, caught as they shed their shells – are netted twice a year by moecanti, who unfurl their nets in the lagoon. Today, largely due to climate change, crabbing is a dying art, but one that the dwindling moecanti are desperate to preserve. Try soft crabs in late spring and early autumn; for Italian speakers, moecante Domenico Rossi of Pesca Turismo Nettuno can take you out on his bragozzo (flat-bottomed fishing boat) to show you the ropes.



Taste the Wine of the Doges at Venissa Wine tasting

map Google map

In La Serenissima times, one wine was prized above all others: Dorona, a salty white, grown in the lagoon. Thought to have become extinct, the grape was rediscovered by the Bisol family – Veneto prosecco giants – who promptly planted a vineyard on Mazzorbo.

Today, Venissa produces two Dorona wines and adds two reds from a vineyard on a nearby island. Tastings (from 45 minutes) take place in a glass-fronted building overlooking the grapes. You’ll tour the vineyard before savouring your pick of whites, reds or rare vintages of their prized Venissa: top-notch Dorona.

There is also a Michelin-starred restaurant inside, and a more casual osteria (tavern) within the vineyard. Its modern takes on lagoon ingredients are superb.

Learn About Lace at the Museo del Merletto Museum

map Google map

Lacemaking may not sound immediately galvanising, but just half an hour at this small museum on Burano’s main square, housed in the island’s former lacemaking school, will change your mind.

A fascinating film tells of how, in Renaissance times, every lady worth her salt would make lace; how the king of France was so impressed by Venetian lacemakers that he effectively abducted a bunch of them to Versailles; and how the women of working-class communities (like Burano) were exploited to produce the white stuff.

Queen Margherita of Savoy established Burano’s Scuola di Merletto in 1872 to give work to local women. It closed in 1970, but upstairs, between delicate pieces of lace dating back to the 16th century, you’ll find the island’s last merlettaie stitching away most mornings between 10am and 1pm.

See the Art of Glass at the Museo del Vetro Museum

see map Google map

As you’ll learn at Murano’s fascinating, compact Museo del Vetro, glassmaking was perfected in the Middle East; then medieval Venetian traders swiped the Syrian technique and brought it home, where Murano workers swiftly took it to new heights in the Renaissance.

It’s an incredible history of lost and reacquired techniques that gives you new respect for the trinkets you see outside.

Step Back in Time at San Francesco del Deserto Monastery

map

In the medieval period, as the population of the north lagoon relocated to Venice proper, the islands became monastic havens. A visit to Convento di San Francesco del Deserto will whirl back the centuries to the 1200s, when the first monastery was built on this island near Burano. Its namesake, St Francis, was said to have stopped off here and communed with the birds, and in some ways nothing’s changed – it’s just you and nature.

This is still a working monastery but the monks allow visits daily except Monday, from 9am to 11am and 3pm to 5pm. Tours are in Italian but you don’t have to understand the words to soak up the tranquillity. To get here, take the daily summer service leaving Burano at 2.30pm in a traditional painted bragozzo boat with Laguna Fla (map Google map).

Taste the Lagoon on Eolo Restaurant-on-water

map Google map

Mauro Stoppa has long combined two of Venice’s best-loved activities – sailing and eating – on his boat, Eolo. The traditional wooden bragozzo is currently on a break from the former, as it’s moored on Vignole island until further notice, but the latter is still possible.

Take the vaporetto to Vignole, near Murano; step onboard, and you’ll find your own private restaurant, as Mauro prepares fish and shellfish netted from the lagoon that morning, paired with vegetables plucked from the earth just metres away on Sant’Erasmo. Eventually Eolo will take to the waters again, but for now, enjoy this jewel of a floating restaurant.


MYTHICAL ORIGINS

The myth of Venice tells the story of refugees fleeing from ‘barbarians’ rampaging along the mainland in the 5th century, but recent research shows that’s exactly what it is: a myth. In fact, the lagoon was inhabited from at least Roman times – archaeologists have found ancient ‘landscaping’ and remains of salt and fish production centres across the north lagoon, including on Torcello. It seems the myth was created during the Republic as propaganda. Venice wanted to be the rare city that was founded by native tribes, not Romans, to style itself as an almost divinely appointed ruler of the seas.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Lagoon Classics

Trattoria al Gatto Nero €€€

map Google map

Family-run restaurant serving fresh lagoon catches on a Burano canalside since 1965. The goby fish risotto is superb. 12.30-3pm Tue-Sun, plus 7.30-9pm Tue, Fri & Sat

Trattoria Da Romano €€

map Google map

Around 100 paintings hang at this storied Burano restaurant, including some by artist and former regular Emilio Vedova. Noon-3pm Wed-Mon

Great Seafood

Acquastanca €€

map Google map

There’s glass glittering everywhere in this lovely Murano restaurant, which concentrates on seafood and Venetian specialities. Noon-3pm Mon-Sat, plus 7-9.30pm Mon & Sat

Busa alla Torre €€

map Google map

It’s received many plaudits but Busa alla Torre has never lost its down-to-earth, local-friendly spirit. Check out the daily specials. 11.30am-3.45pm

Quick Snacks

Ninfea €

map Google map

This gelateria-pasticceria serves homemade gelato, sugary treats and snacks. 8am-8pm Mon & Wed-Fri, to 9.30pm Sat & Sun
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Drinking

Drinks with a View

In Pescaria Vecia

map Google map

Get spectacular views of Burano – plus Mazzorbo and back to Venice – from this bar, perched on the southern edge of the island. 9.30am-8.30pm

Rivalonga Bar

map Google map

With its tables plum on Murano’s ‘grand’ canal, this is a gorgeous spot for taking in the sun. 7.30am-10.30pm

Bar Navagero

map Google map

Canalside seating makes this simple Murano bar a top stop for wines by the glass, spritz and charcuterie boards. 8am-7pm
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Shopping

Glass Artists

Lucevetro

map Google map

Murano local Cecilia Cenedese designs everything from beakers to sculptures, and gets the island’s maestri to whip them up for her eclectic glass shop. 10am-6pm

Marina e Susanna Sent Studio

map Google map

The fourth generation of a glassmaking family, the Sent sisters’ heritage shows in contemporary jewellery from beaded necklaces to statement pieces. 10am-5pm Mon-Fri
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Family Travel

Venice and kids aren’t the likeliest combination – all that walking, all those bridges and all that culture – but get over those hurdles and you’ll be surprised at how much there is on offer, including for young children.



Getting Around

Venice is a walking-heavy city and while older children should have no problem, it can be tiring for younger kids – even more so for the parents, if you’re carrying a stroller or a pram over the bridges or pushing it along the uneven paving. Vaporetti (small passenger ferries) are expensive but your best bet, as each has room for a stroller.




PLAY TIME

Of the few green spaces in Venice, the finest is the waterfront park at Sant’Elena, where there’s a small, shaded playground amid the trees, and benches galore for tired parents. A kiosk sells drinks and snacks.



Learning Lessons

Some of Venice’s main traditions are brilliantly kid-friendly. Take a mask-making class to unleash their creativity as artisans like Hamid Seddighi at Ca’ del Sol oversee their creations. There’s plenty on offer for older kids and teens – from screen-printing classes at Fallani to a stand-up rowing lesson with Row Venice. Even better, these classes support local artisans and small businesses.
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Eating Out

Pizzerias are a good bet for kids, and older children will like trying bite-sized cicchetti (Venetian tapas) and overstuffed tramezzini (triangular, stacked sandwiches); be sure to try a regular cafe-bar rather than a bacaro (tavern) though.


Venetians & Kids

Venetians are notorious for disliking tourists, but bring kids and you’ll be surprised at how fast they open up.



Great Outdoors

Venice’s two main sights – Piazza San Marco and the Rialto area – are outside, and free. So even museum-phobic children can enjoy them.






Accommodation

Venice hotels are expensive for Italy, but there are plenty of one- and two-star family-owned properties to keep prices down.


Where to stay if you love…

Nightlife

Cannaregio From the Fondamenta della Misericordia bar strip to its popular cicchetti stops on the way to Rialto, lively Cannaregio is the place to be once the sun sets.


OUR PICK

We love to stay in...

Castello

Adjoining busier San Marco, full of things to do and crisscrossed by some of Venice’s most beautiful walking routes, Castello is our top all-rounder. There’s the full gamut of accommodation, from budget options to lavish waterfront palazzi (mansions). Be aware that it’s the largest sestiere (neighbourhood), so it can be a walk to the main sights.




HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN...

Hotel dorm bed from €30

Midrange hotel from €80

Hotel with Grand Canal views from €250



History

San Marco With its warren-like alleyways that spit you out at icons like the Piazza, Rialto or La Fenice, San Marco is Venetian history, with grande-dame hotels to match.

Architecture

San Polo Squeezebelly alleys, tipsily leaning doorways, some of the oldest buildings in town – San Polo is a smorgasbord of Venetian architecture. Hotels tend to be smaller, boutique properties.

Luxury

Giudecca Its views of San Marco across the water mean that Giudecca has attracted myriad luxury hotels. Options here tend to be more spacious than in the centre.

Nature

Southern islands To really get away from it all, consider swapping the city for the water. The southern lagoon is home to posh private-island hotels.






Food, Drink & Nightlife

Allergies & Intolerances

Food allergies are taken seriously as long as they’re clearly communicated – add ‘Se lo mangio, muoio’ (I will die if I eat it) to the phrases below for emphasis. Most menus either list allergens or have a clearly communicated policy.

HOW TO SAY

I’m allergic to     Sono allergico/a a...(m/f)

nuts        frutta a guscio

shellfish      crostacei

gluten      glutine

dairy products      latticini


HOW TO ASK

Is this gluten-free? È senza glutine?

Does this contain nuts? C’è frutta a guscio dentro?

Is there a vegan option? C’è una versione vegana?




BACARI

Venice restaurants tend to be expensive, but you can make a full meal of cicchetti (tapas-like bar snacks). While most bars offer myriad baguette slices with various toppings, a traditional bacaro (tavern) will also have ‘proper’ dishes that double as mini main courses. Wash it down with an ombra (small glass of wine).



Keep it Traditional

Forget pizza and pasta; traditional Venetian cuisine revolves around seafood and polenta. Some recipes are centuries old, such as sarde in saor – marinated sardines with sultanas and pine nuts, whose sweet-savoury flavour dates back to the times of La Serenissima.

How to… Pay the Bill

You won’t get the bill until you ask for it. Catch your waiter’s attention and say: ‘Il conto, per favore.’ ‘Posso pagare con carta?’ means ‘Can I pay with a card?’ Cash is contanti – and is king.

Splitting the bill: Ask permission to split, as it’s not a given. Say, nicely: ‘Possiamo dividere?’ Going halves is metà metà.

Tipping Italians don’t generally tip much, and restaurants have a coperto (cover charge), but in Venice it’s appropriate to round up by a few euros or more – up to 10% – if you’re in a classy joint.



PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to the average cost of a main course. € less than €12 €€ €12–25 €€€ more than €25




OPENING HOURS

Cafes and regular bars 8am–8pm (in Italy, a bar is essentially a cafe-bar) Bacari Noon–11pm Restaurants 12.30–2pm, 7.30–10.30pm
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Going Out

Bacari Instead of a club scene, Venice does old-fashioned drinking – and there’s no better place to do it than in a bacaro, the Venetian equivalent of a bar or tavern. Fuel up on ombre (small glasses of wine), regular wines by the glass or the ever-popular spritz. Whatever you drink, pair it with cicchetti.

Aperitivo hour Pre-dinner drinks call for a lurid orange spritz: usually prosecco, soda water and a bitter liqueur. Aperol is the most popular, followed by the redder, more bitter Campari; but the authentic Venetian spritz is made with home-brewed Select. Cynar – an artichoke liqueur – is a love-it-or-loathe-it taste.

Line your stomach Most bars will give you a bowl of crisps or nuts with each drink, but for a real Venetian experience you’ll need to order a small platter of cicchetti to munch as you drink.


HOW MUCH FOR A

Coffee
€1.50

Glass of wine
€4

Spritz
€5

Cicchetto
(bar snack) €2

Gelato
€2.50

Pizza
€10

Plate of pasta
€15

Fritto misto (fried fish platter) €22








LGBTIQ+ Travellers

Venice may not have a ‘scene’ as such, but you shouldn’t have problems – the city has long been a tolerant haven for queer travellers.


What to Know

You shouldn’t have any issue checking into hotels or venues as a couple. Venice has been a gay-friendly destination for centuries, and any incidents of bigotry tend to be isolated.

There are no real gaybourhoods – this is a city without any real nightlife. But Campo Santa Margherita is the lively bar area for students, while the Fondamenta della Misericordia bar strip is a little more upmarket.

Pride tends to be a small, local affair with a relaxed march through the city. It’s probably not worth planning your trip around, but posters around town in the run-up to the date will give details of where it starts.

Padova, 30 minutes west by train, has a much more lively scene with local group Tra L’Altro (tralaltro.it) organising events and support.


OUR PICKS

Trash & Chic

The best LGBTIQ+ night out is Trash & Chic, a roughly monthly party usually held in Marghera, on the mainland near Mestre train station (though it’s best to get a taxi). There are also events further afield, such as Padova and Noale.




MAINLAND SCENE

For a true queer scene, go to Mestre on the mainland, where there are a few bars (try L’Altro Verdi) and a sauna, Metrò Venezia Club.
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LA BIENNALE DI VENEZIA

The Biennale is, of course, queer-friendly; buy tickets and check out dates by scanning this QR code.



Easy Allies

In Venice, you’re more likely to face prejudice from fellow visitors than from Venetians. Pick bars where the staff make you feel comfortable – the bartender at Al Campanile once threw out a tourist making remarks about friends of ours, for example.






Health & Safe Travel

Venice is an extremely safe destination on all levels – the only real risk in the city centre is pickpocketing.



FILLING UP

Venice tap water is safe to drink, despite what locals might tell you (Italians love bottled water). At restaurants or cafes, you can try asking for acqua del rubinetto (tap water), but it’s more than likely you’ll be met with the question, ‘Still or sparkling?’.



Alla Farmacia

Italian pharmacies have extremely knowledgeable staff, but you pay for that knowledge through the nose with often astronomical prices. They also often emphasise herbal remedies over pharmaceutical ones (like a propolis spray over cough medicine for a sore throat). One positive: you can usually buy prescription-only medication at the pharmacist’s discretion, though you’ll often pay high prices – say, €50 for an asthma inhaler. Bring your regular meds – both prescription and over-the-counter – to save money.


First Aid

The city hospital is in Castello. There are first-aid points for tourists – Punto di Prima Soccorso – at Piazza San Marco and Piazzale Roma.




QUICK INFO

Security

Venice at night is safe, though be cautious around Campo Santa Margherita and Rialto Market.

Privacy

Italy has strict privacy laws; ask before photo-graphing someone.

Drugs

Drug possession is punishable by up to 22-year jail terms.



Pickpocketing

Central Venice is extremely safe, but there’s an increasing pickpocketing problem (you may have seen the viral videos of Monica Poli, known as ‘Attenzione pickpocket’ lady). Never wear backpacks in crowded areas or on vaporetti, and take extra care in the mercery streets around San Marco and at vaporetto stops, especially around the train station.


BAD BEHAVIOUR FINES

Venice’s rules ban swimming in canals, feeding birds and picnicking in the streets, among other things. Fines go up to €500 – see Responsible Travel.








Responsible Travel

Venice is famously suffering from overtourism. Follow these tips to help protect the fragile city and its residents.
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Buy from Artisans

One of the ways you can make the most impact is by buying from artisans instead of souvenir shops. How to spot the difference? Most artisans work in their own shops, and will be happy to explain to you how they make their wares. The prices will be higher but you’ll be supporting a small local business and have something unique to take home.

Stay in Hotels

Airbnb stays push up rent prices and drive the Venetian exodus – there are now more rentals than homes in Venice. Stay in a hotel, preferably locally owned, to avoid making more locals homeless.

Stay in the city centre, rather than on the mainland – it not only supports local businesses, but empty Venice at night is a magical, unmissable sight.
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OUR PICK

Venezia Autentica

Venezia Autentica (veneziaautentica.com) collates shops, restaurants and activities run sustainably by locals – check their listings before you book or buy.



Resources

These websites are useful for responsible shopping and accommodation as well as keeping up with the local news.(See QR codes right.)

For sustainable shopping and impactful experiences, veneziaautentica.com. For locally owned rentals if you need your own kitchen from fairbnb.coop. A Venice-centric news site for useful information, ytali.com.
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RESPECT VENICE

This famously fragile city needs more care than other destinations, hence the stringent ‘Enjoy Respect Venezia’ rules. Don’t swim in canals, feed birds or picnic in the streets. Don’t wear swimwear, litter or ride (or carry) a bike. Infringements are punished with fines of up to €500 and temporary bans from the city. See comune.venezia.it/en/content/comportamenti-vietati for more information.



Spread Out

Venice is big enough to handle the visitors that pour in; the problem is that nearly everyone goes to the same places. Stay longer – at least five nights – and you’ll have time to spread out, seeing the real city in the process. Take a bike ride along the Lido and across to Pellestrina; sail into the north lagoon with a Burano fisherman; even try every bar along the Fondamenta della Misericordia. Spending more time not only means your trip has more impact, but you’ll get far more out of it, too.


DRINK UP

Venice Tap Water (venicetapwater.org) has a map of all the drinking fountains in the city.
Scan the QR code to see where your nearest is.
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Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when traveling, and the importance of making changes where we can. Lonely Planet urges all travelers to engage with their travel carbon footprint. Many airlines and booking sites offer travelers the option of offsetting the impact of greenhouse gas emissions by contributing to climate-friendly initiatives around the world. We continue to offset the carbon footprint of all Lonely Planet staff travel, while recognizing this is a mitigation more than a solution.

There are many carbon calculators online that allow travellers to estimate the carbon emissions generated by their journey; try resurgence.org using the QR code, right.
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Accessible Travel

Vaporetto Discounts

Wheelchair passengers pay €1.50 for a 75-minute vaporetto ticket (instead of the usual €9.50). One person accompanying you goes free. Others with mobility issues pay full price, so consider a regular timed ticket – from €25 for 24 hours to €65 for a week – as Venice is otherwise walking-heavy.


OUR PICK

Wheelchair users and a companion get free entry to the Palazzo Ducale, and inside there are elevators to take you from floor to floor, as well as ramps across any smaller steps. One of the few inaccessible spaces is the Bridge of Sighs, but it is better from the outside, where a ramp-equipped bridge puts you directly in front of it. The prisons and armoury are also not accessible (nor are the Secret Itineraries tours), but they’re easily skipped.



Getting Around

Getting around might be easier than you assume. Instead of Italy’s regular cobbles, Venice streets are clad in larger stone slabs, which are certainly easier for power chairs. Bridges along the Riva degli Schiavoni and Zattere are equipped with ramps.

On the Water

Gondolas4all made headlines as Venice’s first wheelchair-accessible gondola, but it closed due to lack of funding. The closest you’ll get to that experience now is with an accessible water taxi; book via sanitrans.net.


TOURS FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED

Guide Luisella Rome (seevenice.it) offers tours for visually impaired travellers; her Boat Tour tells the history of Venice through – and on – the water. Some Best Guides members (bestveniceguides.it) are similarly qualified.




STEP-FREE ROUTES

The council has produced a list of step-free itineraries (veneziaunica.it/en/content/itineraries-without-barriers); they’re full of ideas, though you’ll have to run them through a translator if you don’t speak Italian.



Resources

• romeanditaly.com/accessible Curated accessible Italy travel. For Venice, they can arrange everything from point-to-point transport to private tours around the lagoon.
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Nuts & Bolts

Opening Hours

Expect slightly different opening hours depending on the location and season (bars and restaurants extend opening hours from April to late September).

Banks 8.30am–1.30pm Monday–Friday, some to 1pm Saturday

Cafes/bars 8am–8pm

Restaurants 12.30–2pm, 7.30–10.30pm

Shops 10am–1pm, 4–7pm

Supermarkets 8.30am–8pm, some to 1pm Sunday

Museums 10am–5pm, some from 8.30am


QUICK INFO

Time zone Central European Time (GMT/UTC plus 1 hr)

City code 041

Emergency number 112

Population 50,000




ELECTRICITY
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Smoking & Drinking

Smoking is banned in enclosed public spaces, which includes restaurants, bars, shops and public transport.

The legal drinking age in Italy is 16.

Public Holidays

Most Italians take a holiday in August, and many businesses and shops close for all or part of the month, particularly around Ferragosto. Banks, businesses and some shops are closed on the following days:

Capodanno (New Year’s Day) 1 January

Epifania (Epiphany) 6 January

Pasqua/Pasquetta (Easter/Easter Monday) March/April

Giorno della Liberazione (Liberation Day) 25 April

Festa del Lavoro (Labour Day) 1 May

Festa della Repubblica (Republic Day) 2 June

Ferragosto (Feast of the Assumption) 15 August

Ognissanti (All Saints’ Day) 1 November

Festa dell’Immacolata Concezione (Immaculate Conception) 8 December

Natale (Christmas Day) 25 December

Santo Stefano (Boxing Day) 26 December






Language


Italian Basics

Hello .

Buongiorno. bwon·jor·no

Goodbye.

Arrivederci. a·ree·ve·der·che

Yes.

Sì. see

No.

No. no

Please.

Per favore. per fa·vo·re

Thank you.

Grazie. gra·tsye

Excuse me.

Mi scusi. (pol) mee skoo·zee

Scusami. (inf) skoo·za·me

You’re welcome.

Prego. pre·go



Fast Phrases

Do you speak English?

Parla inglese? (pol) par·la een·gle·z

Parli inglese? (inf) par·lee inglese?

I don’t understand. Non capisco. non ka·pee·sko

I’d like... Vorrei. vo·ray

a beer. una birra. oona bee·ra

a coffee. un caffè. oon ka·fe

a white wine. un vino bianco. oon vee·no byan·ko

a red wine. un vino rosso. oon vee·no ro·so

Please bring the bill.

Mi porta il conto, per favore. mee por·ta eel kon·to per fa·vo·re

How much is this?

Quanto costa questo? kwan·to kos·ta kwe·sto

Where is the toilet?

Dov’è il bagno? do·ve eel ba·nyo

Could you please speak more slowly?

Può parlare più lentamente, per favore? (pol)
pwo par·la·re pyoo len·ta·men·te per fa·vo·re

Puoi parlare più lentamente, per favore? (inf)
pwoy par·la·re pyoo len·ta·men·te per fa·vo·re

Where’s an ATM?

Dov’è un Bancomat? do·ve oon ban·ko·mat

Slowly, please!

Più lentamente, per favore! pyoo len·ta·men·te per fa·vo·re


Good to Know

In Italian, you generally emphasise the second-last syllable in a word. However, when a written word has an accent marked on a vowel, the stress is on that syllable.

The characteristic sing-song quality of an Italian sentence is created by pronouncing the syllables evenly and rhythmically, then swinging down on the last word.

Italian has a formal and informal word for ‘you’ (Lei lay and tu too respectively); the verbs have a different ending for each person.


VENICE PLACE NAMES

Calle/calletta street

Campo square

Salizada street (bigger than campo)

Fondamenta canalside street

Ruga a longer thoroughfare

Less common:

Piazza square

Strada/Via main drag



Signs

Aperto Open

Chiuso Closed

Spingere Push

Tirare Pull

Uscita Exit

Entrata Entry

Donne Women

Uomini Men

Bagno (WC) Toilets

Stazione Train station

Aeroporto Airport

Non fumatore nonsmoking

Listen for

Il Suo passaporto per favore. eel soo·o pa·sa·por·to per fa·vo·re Your passport please.

Il Suo visto, per favore. eel soo·o vees·to per fa·vo·re Your visa, please.

10 PHRASES TO SOUND LIKE A LOCAL

What’s up? Cosa c’é? ko·za che

All OK? Tutto a posto? too·ta pos·to

It’s OK. Va bene. va be·ne

Great! Fantastico! fan·tas·tee·ko

That’s true. È vero. e ve·ro

Sure. Certo. cher·to

No way! Per niente! per nyen·te

You’re kidding! Scherzi! sker·tsee

If only! Magari! ma·ga·ree

Really? Davvero? da·ve·ro


Numbers

1

uno oo·no

2

due doo·e

3

tre tre

4

quattro kwa·tro

5

cinque cheen·kwe

6

sei say

7

sette se·te

8

otto o·to

9

nove no·ve

10

dieci dye·chee








Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travellers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you are happy to have your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/legal.
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