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Welcome to Kraków

If you believe the legends, Kraków was founded on the defeat of a dragon, and it’s true that even today a mythical atmosphere permeates the city’s medieval alleyways and squares. However, there’s more to this regal former Polish capital than history and myth. The streets pulse with modern life – creating a harmonious blend of past and present.
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Kraków’s Top Experiences





Kraków’s Top Experiences

1Go on a tour of Wawel Royal Castle

Potent symbol of Polish identity.
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Kraków’s Top Experiences

1Take a deep dive at Rynek Underground

Modern wizardry meets Middle Ages.
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Kraków’s Top Experiences


1Marvel at St Mary’s Basilica

Kraków’s signature Gothic church.
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Kraków’s Top Experiences

1Admire architecture at Collegium Maius

A primer in medieval science.
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Kraków’s Top Experiences


1Step into history at Schindler’s Factory

Interactive account of German occupation.
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Kraków’s Top Experiences

1See the past at Galicia Jewish Museum

Jewish history reimagined in photos.
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Kraków’s Top Experiences


1Reflect at Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial & Museum

An essential, harrowing history lesson.
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Kraków’s Top Experiences

1Explore the Wieliczka Salt Mine

Underground splendours crafted from salt.
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Dining Out



Kraków is a food paradise. The Old Town is packed with venues catering for every pocket. Many are housed in vaulted cellars or courtyards. Aside from Polish places, you’ll find Italian, French, Indian, Middle Eastern, Japanese, Mexican and more. Many restaurants in Kazimierz offer Jewish-themed cooking.
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Polish Cooking

You can’t say you’ve eaten Polish food until you’ve tried pierogi (pictured), the crescent-shaped dumplings stuffed with cheese, minced meat, potato or sauerkraut. You might want to try gołąbki (cabbage leaves stuffed with beef and rice), but don’t confuse them with golonka (boiled pig’s knuckle). Hearty home-style cooking aside, Kraków has numerous New Polish restaurants that do creative things with seasonal ingredients.




Budget Dining

Budget travellers will be delighted by their options in Kraków where you’ll find a handful of low-cost eateries called bar mleczny (milk bars). They offer affordable and filling Polish food, often served cafeteria-style so you know exactly what you’re getting. Other options include the inexpensive Asian restaurants, kebab shops and vegetarian and vegan food bars around town. At the other end of the scale, there’s no shortage of fine-dining establishments.




Street Food

Kraków has ample street-food options to keep you nourished. Obwarzanek are hefty pretzels sold from street vendors around town. Kazimierz’s Plac Nowy is ground zero for ‘Polish pizza’ – zapiekanka (half a baguette, topped with cheese and tomato sauce; pictured). The food-truck scene is here too. Find a clutch of mobile food sellers in several Kazimierz and Western Kraków locations as well as north of Old Town.




Best Old-School Polish Cooking

Kuchnia u Babci Maliny Excellent value, traditional Polish.

Goose Restaurant High-tone mains like goose and duck show a different side to Polish cooking.

Miód Malina A Wawel favourite with rustic cooking. (pictured)

Pod Aniołami A Gothic cellar setting and wild boar on the menu.

Kuchnia u Doroty Hearty stews, potato pancakes and pierogi.
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Best Modern Polish Food

Pierwszy Stopień Beautifully presented, plant-based dishes in a verdant setting.

Bottiglieria 1881 Kraków’s Michelin-starred restaurant specialises in seasonal menus.

Nota Resto Bold flavours and reimagined Polish classics by football team chef.

Art Restaurant High-quality seasonal ingredients and exemplary presentation.




Best Non-Polish

Krako Slow Wines Caucasian barbecue meets hummus sandwiches, coffee and craft beer.

Molám Thai Street-style Thai cooking accompanied by stellar cocktails.

Salute! Mediterranean plates and a superb wine selection.

Farina Imaginative fish and seafood dishes in a refined setting.




Top Tips

A In milk bars and self-service restaurants you’re expected to clear your own table.

A Expect slow service. To speed things up, grab your own menu when you enter a restaurant; they will likely be stacked by the door.







Bar Open



The Main Market Square is ringed with bars and cafes whose outdoor tables offer great people-watching. Kazimierz also has a lively bar scene centred on Plac Nowy and the surrounding streets. The area around Plac Wolnica in the western part of Kazimierz has blossomed in recent years into another cluster of cafes and bars.
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Bar or Cafe?

In Kraków it’s often not easy to tell the difference between a bar and a cafe. The drinking scene is dominated by two types of venues: creative cafes that also serve alcohol and bohemian bars that also serve coffee. In both, you can also normally grab a bite to eat. In addition, the coffee scene has expanded greatly in the last few years, with numerous roasters dotted about town serving superlative espressos and single-origin filter coffee prepared in numerous different ways.




Vodka, Beer & Wine

The Polish national drink, wódka (vodka), is normally drunk as a shot. There’s a whole spectrum, ranging from sweet to extra dry. Polish drinking habits are changing, though, with tastes turning to piwo (beer) and wine, with climate change making Polish wine production possible, and European wines affordable and easily available. You’ll find numerous wine bars, as well as numerous craft breweries and pubs, particularly in Kazimierz and the Old Town.




Best Cafes

Mleczarnia Sip by candlelight at this old-school Kazimierz coffeehouse. (pictured)

Cafe Pianola The coffee is good but don’t miss those Renaissance interiors.

Dziórawy Kocioł Kids will love the spooky Harry Potter tie-ins.

Somnium Kazimierz’ best speciality coffee shop is a snug rainy-day haunt.

Knitted Coffee Combine your twin passions for knitting and superlative single-original brews.




Best Bars

Forum Przestrzenie Combination of great drinks and a choice riverside locale.

Piwiarnia Warka Sports bar with a relaxing terrace for people-watching.

Pauza Hip Old Town watering hole with an arty, intellectual vibe.

Hevre This former Jewish prayer house comes alive weekend nights.




Best Craft Beer

Omerta Godfather-themed hophead hangout with 28 ales on draught.

Weźże Krafta Industrial-themed, mural-bedecked beer garden with 25 rotating brews.

T.E.A. Time Brew Pub Drop by for a glass of real ale (or flight of five) brewed on-site.

House of Beer Choose from over 200 bottled brews and 21 draught taps.

BroPub Flagship courtyard bar of the Brokreacja microbrewery, with beer for every palate.




Best Cocktails & Wine

Mercy Brown This secretive place might be Kraków’s quirkiest cocktail bar.

Czarna Owca Numerous wines by the glass, friendly vibe and great tapas.

NOTO Wine Bar A hip, minimalist spot with a selection of Polish tipples.







Treasure Hunt



Kraków has a vast array of shops, selling everything from tacky T-shirts to exquisite crystal glassware. Most shops of interest are in the Old Town and Kazimierz. An obvious place to start your hunt is at the souvenir market within the Cloth Hall at the Main Market Square.
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Polish Souvenirs

You’ll have plenty of choices when looking for the perfect Polish souvenir in Kraków. You can’t go wrong with typical food and drink. One staple is Polish vodka, but the country also turns out good chocolate, honey and jam. Poland is known for glassware and ceramics, particularly the colourful plates, jugs and vases from the western town of Bolesławiec.




Amber, Amber, Amber

Amber, otherwise known as ‘Baltic gold’, is fossilised tree resin, usually found on the shores of the Baltic Sea. When it’s cut and buffed it makes for a beautiful semi-precious ‘stone’ (pictured) in a ring, necklace or brooch, and Kraków has plenty of galleries with beautiful and original designs and settings. Make sure to look around as prices vary considerably.




Antiques & Flea Markets

Kraków is an excellent spot for antique and thrift shopping. The Old Town is home to many of the more upscale places, with beautifully refurbished antique jewellery, watches and accessories, while Kazimierz (pictured) is good for sifting through discarded items that might charitably be called junk (but you never know when you might find that gem).




Gifts & Souvenirs

Kacper Ryx Astounding collection of just about any Polish gift you could think of.

Kobalt Pottery & More Plates, cups and vases sporting eye-catching designs from the workshop at Bolesławiec.

World of Amber A celebration of all things made from that pretty petrified resin.




Best Polish Design

Szpeje Retro posters, postcards and coffee cups from communist days.

Galeria Plakatu Dusty old shop featuring classic movie posters.

Dydo Poster Gallery Striking poster art.

Lookarna Illustrations Original hand-drawn postcards, posters and bookmarks.




Best Antique & Quirky Shops

Iris Galerie Have your own eye magnified and reimagined as a work of art.

Salon Antyków Pasja Three rooms stuffed with old maps, furniture, paintings and clocks.

Antykwariat na Kazimierzu The shambolic basement of the Judaica Foundation is filled with bric-a-brac.

7th Continent Pets in heroic poses worldwide and Hillary Clinton as Wonder Woman.




Top Tip

For everything from war relics to attractive collectables, check out the flea market on Sunday mornings at Unitarg Hala Targowa in Eastern Kraków. Get there early (before 9am) for the best selection.







Historic Sites



The history of Poland’s former royal capital reads like an epic novel, filled with plenty of periods when it seems all is lost, only to have greatness restored at the very last moment.
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Royal Capital

Kraków became the capital of Poland in 1038 and was centred near Wawel Royal Castle. The capital was burned to the ground in 1241 by marauding Tatars, but enterprising residents moved the city to its current location around the market square and surrounded it with impenetrable walls. Under the leadership of Kazimierz III Wielki (1333–70), the city thrived.




Demolition & Decline

The city’s status slipped in 1596 when Poland’s capital was moved to a rival city, Warsaw, though Kraków remained the site of coronations and royal burials. The move prompted several centuries of decline, culminating in a decision by the occupying Austrian Empire to relegate the city to the peripheral province of Galicia in the 19th century.




World War & Communism

Following WWI, Kraków once again thrived – but another bout of tragedy was just around the corner with WWII. The German occupation led to the murder of the city’s academic elite and the slaughter of tens of thousands of Jewish citizens in the Holocaust. The communist government added more misery by building a heavily polluting steelworks at Nowa Huta.




Best Royal History

Wawel Royal Castle The centre of power for five centuries and enduring emblem of the Polish state.

Collegium Maius The oldest surviving university building in Poland and symbol of national influence.

Cloth Hall Focal point of the Main Market Square and once the centre of Kraków’s medieval cloth trade. (pictured)




Best Churches

St Mary’s Basilica The church’s two uneven towers are a symbol of the city.

Wawel Cathedral Witness to countless coronations and the final resting place of Polish monarchs and heroes.

Basilica of St Francis Gorgeous church enlivened by fantastic art nouveau stained-glass windows.




Best Museums

Rynek Underground This ‘Middle Ages meets 21st century’ experience is enhanced by holograms and audiovisual wizardry.

Museum of Pharmacy One of the best of its kind anywhere, with heaps of old lab equipment and rare pharmaceutical instruments.

Historical Museum of Kraków Engaging, interactive exhibition that charts the city from its earliest days to WWI.




Worth a Trip

Twelve kilometres from the centre, the Benedictine Abbey of SS Peter & Paul (www.benedyktyni.eu) rises over the river. To reach the abbey, take bus 112 or hop a bike and follow the path along the Vistula River.







Music



Southern Poland’s leading cultural centre is no slouch when it comes to the performing arts, classical music and opera. Kraków has a long tradition in jazz and some of the country’s most historic jazz clubs. Thousands of students ensure a lively club and indie scene, with some shows held in rehabbed factories and industrial sites.
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High-Brow Taste

Cracovians enjoy some world-class cultural institutions, including a strikingly modern opera house in the eastern part of the city and a philharmonic orchestra, which plays in its own space in the western part of town. The annual concert season runs from autumn to spring, and regular festivals and musical events pick up the slack in down times.




Best Classical & Opera

Opera Krakowska The building is striking and modern, but the repertoire spans the ages. (pictured)

Kraków Philharmonic Home to one of the best orchestras in the country.




Best for Jazz

Harris Piano Jazz Bar Serious jazz in an atmospheric cellar space below the Main Market Square.

Piano Rouge Opulent cellar club and restaurant. Music nightly at 9pm.

Jazz Club u Muniaka Well-known jazz outlet just a couple steps from the Main Market Square.




Best Live Music

Alchemia Landmark drinking spot with live gigs through the week.

Piwnica Pod Baranami Awesome pub, transformed some nights with cabaret, jazz or jam sessions.




Top Tip

The baroque Church of SS Peter & Paul regularly hosts evening classical music concerts for tourists. You can buy tickets at the door or at InfoKraków tourist offices.







Art



As the former capital of a mostly Catholic country, Kraków has an amazing collection of religious art in churches and museums going back centuries. It was also centre of the Młoda Polska (Young Poland) movement in visual arts in the early 20th century that left the city with an impressive heritage of art nouveau works.
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Lady with an Ermine

Kraków’s most valuable work of art is Leonardo da Vinci’s masterpiece Lady with an Ermine. The 15th-century painting is one of just a handful of portraits Da Vinci made of women. German occupiers stole the painting during WWII but it was later returned by the Americans. Find it at the refurbished Czartoryski Museum (pictured).




Best Museums

National Museum Unparalleled collection of contemporary art inside a monolithic edifice.

Bishop Erazm Ciołek Palace Well-curated collection of religious sculpture and paintings dating from the 12th to 18th centuries.

Stanisław Wyspiański Museum Oft-overlooked museum showcasing the works of Stanisław Wyspiański, stained-glass maestro of the Young Poland movement.

Museum of Contemporary Art in Kraków Cutting-edge modern painting and visual arts, beside Schindler’s Factory.




Best Galleries

MuFo Rakowicka A dedicated look at photography through the ages.

Starmach Gallery Contemporary Polish painting and sculpture housed in a former Jewish prayer house.

Galeria Dyląg Private gallery of modern works from the 1940s to the 1970s.

Galeria Plakatu Beautifully crafted film posters stuffed into every nook and cranny.







Architecture



Poland’s architecture styles have followed Western Europe over the centuries. The earliest style, Romanesque, dates from the 12th century, but little has survived. There are ample remnants, however, of Gothic, Renaissance, baroque and art nouveau.
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High Gothic

Gothic architecture, with its pointed arches and ribbed vaults, began in the 14th century and lasted around 200 years. It’s associated with the prosperous reign of King Kazimierz III Wielki and is seen in important churches such as Wawel Cathedral and St Mary’s Basilica.




Renaissance

Renaissance architecture originated in Italy and swept over Central Europe in the 1500s. Renaissance style coincided with the apex of Kraków’s power. The best examples include the Cloth Hall on the Main Market Square and the courtyards at Wawel Royal Castle.




Baroque & Neoclassical

Baroque, strongly associated with the Catholic Church, swept aside almost all other styles by the 17th century. Lavish and highly decorative, it altered existing architecture by adding its sumptuous decor to interiors, particularly churches, and Kraków features Poland’s finest baroque monuments.




Art Nouveau & Socialist-Realist

The sinuous lines of art nouveau are evident in buildings embellished by local artists Józef Mehoffer and Stanisław Wyspiański. The lows came a few decades later in the communist period, though the Nowa Huta district shows off a more positive side of socialist-realist architecture.




Best Gothic

St Catherine’s Church Enormous 14th-century church with its original Gothic proportions.

St Mary’s Basilica Kraków’s landmark church boasts Poland’s most impressive Gothic altar.

Holy Trinity Basilica The Dominican Church is defined by its gorgeous Gothic portal.




Best Renaissance

Cloth Hall Exudes harmony and proportion from the centre of the Main Market Square.

Wawel Royal Castle The arcaded courtyards show off Kraków at the height of its power.




Best Baroque

Church of SS Peter & Paul Eye-catching statues line the exterior of the city’s first baroque building.

Church of St Anne One of Poland’s best examples of classical baroque.




Best Art Nouveau

Cafe Noworolski Admire the stunning art nouveau interiors by Polish artist Józef Mehoffer.

Palace of Fine Arts The most impressive edifice on Plac Szczepański.




Best Communist

Forum Przestrzenie Brutalist hotel with a retro make-over. (pictured)

Arka Pana Brutalist church with incredible stained-glass windows.

Teatr Ludowy Excellent example of stark socialist-realist architecture from the 1950s.




Worth a Trip

Western Kraków is a joy to wander, with numerous art nouveau buildings dotting its leafy streets, with elaborate facades and Latin inscriptions.







Jewish Heritage



Kraków, in particular Kazimierz, was an important centre of Jewish life for centuries. This cultural vibrancy vanished overnight, due to the mass deportation and extermination of the Jews at the hands of the Germans during WWII. This legacy has left the city with Central Europe’s most important collection of Jewish heritage sights.
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Best Museums

Galicia Jewish Museum Commemorates Jewish Holocaust victims and celebrates the Jewish history of the former Austro-Hungarian region of Galicia.

Old Synagogue The synagogue dates from the 15th century and houses an exhibition on Jewish liturgical objects.

Schindler’s Factory Impressive interactive museum covering the Nazi occupation of Kraków in WWII; housed in the former enamel factory of Oskar Schindler.

Pharmacy Under the Eagle This exhibition in a former pharmacy tells the story of owner Tadeusz Pankiewicz, who helped Jewish residents in WWII.




Best Synagogues

High Synagogue Built around 1560, this is the third-oldest synagogue in Kraków.

Remuh Synagogue The area’s smallest synagogue and one of the few regularly used for services.

Isaac Synagogue Kraków’s largest synagogue has been restored and now houses an exhibition titled ‘In Memory of Polish Jews’.




Other Jewish Sights

Remuh Cemetery This tiny burial ground situated just off ul Szeroka in Kazimierz was mostly spared damage by the Nazis during WWII. (pictured)

New Jewish Cemetery Highly moving burial ground that holds some 9000 tombstones, testifying to the former size of the Jewish quarter.




Top Tip

The Austeria bookshop, set on the ground floor of the High Synagogue in Kazimierz, has an excellent selection of Jewish and Holocaust literature in English, plus posters.







For Kids



Poles are family-oriented, and there are plenty of activities for children around the city. An increasing number of restaurants cater specifically to children, with play areas and children’s menus. Kids normally pay half price for attractions up to age 15 (under five free) and young children ride free on public transport.
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Best Hands-On Learning

Museum of Municipal Engineering & Technology Full of trams and trucks, as well as hands-on magnetic and water experiments and all manner of tech.

Stanisław Lem Science Garden An outdoor garden filled with clever exhibits that teach the natural properties of optics, mechanics and acoustics.

MICET Aimed at budding actors and theatre directors and encourages kids to design their own sets and costumes.




Best Outdoor Activities

Jordan Park Lots of playgrounds and climbing frames, and a kid-friendly ice-skating rink from December to March. (pictured)

Przystań Brzegi A sandy beach, giant bubble makers and inflatable slides draw sun seekers to these two reservoirs.

Zakrzówek Quarry Swim in five lifeguard-tended swimming pools and bounce on wooden docks in a unique quarry setting.




Best Rainy-Day Fun

Rynek Underground Kids will love holograms and audiovisual tricks.

Stained Glass Workshop & Museum Older kids will enjoy trying their hand at making stained glass.

Wieliczka Salt Mine Stop the kids from licking the walls while deep inside Poland’s most famous subterranean attraction.




Top Tips

Look for the brochure Kids in Kraków (www.kidsinkrakow.pl) at InfoKraków offices.

There are nappy-changing facilities in newer museums and in shopping malls like Galeria Krakowska.







Under the Radar Kraków



There are many things that Kraków is justifiably famous for: beautiful architecture, Europe’s largest square thronged with crowds, superlative Polish cuisine. But the city is full of surprises and some of its lesser-known quirks, attractions and culinary delights may have escaped your notice.
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Secondhand Fashion

Throw-away fashion has arrived in Poland in a big way, while the country’s home-grown designers often charge astronomical amounts. Kraków’s many secondhand clothes stores offer some real bargains. More often than not you pay by weight, and the later in the week you shop, the cheaper that never-worn pullover will be.




Quirky Quarries & Lagoons

Kraków may not immediately strike you as a vamos a la playa kind of destination, but Cracovians have come up with ingenious uses for nearby quarries and reservoirs. Zakrzówek Quarry comes with five swimming pools, while Przystań Brzegi has a sandy beach and water sports.




Green Spaces

Kraków’s western suburbs must be some of the greenest of any city in Europe. At the heart of the area is Błonia Park, one of Europe’s biggest. Further out is Las Wolski (pictured), comprising some of the remaining vestiges of Poland’s ancient forest – a fantastic green escape from the city’s hustle and bustle.




Vegetarian & Vegan Scene

In the land of pork galore, it may come as a surprise that Kraków has so many vegetarian and vegan restaurants – several dozen at the last count. On top of that, numerous non-Polish cuisines well-represented in the city (Taiwanese, Georgian, Indian, Ukrainian) provide flavourful plant-based sustenance.







Tours



Many companies offer guided tours of the city or particular neighbourhoods. These usually involve walking, but tours on bus, bike and golf cart are common. A guided tour also makes sense for day-trip destinations like the Wieliczka Salt Mine, as tour companies can sort out travel and ticketing logistics.



[image: jpg]

EVAL MIKO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


Best General Sightseeing Tours

Cracow City Tours Decent range of walking and bus tours, including a popular four-hour coach tour, as well as longer excursions to the Wieliczka Salt Mine and Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and Museum.

SeeKrakow The largest tour operator in Kraków offers a bewildering array of tours, including of Schindler’s Factory and the Rynek Underground.

WowKrakow! Popular ‘hop-on, hop-off’ bus that allows passengers to stop at their leisure at 15 different areas of interest around town.




Best Walking (& Crawling) Tours

Free Walking Tour Free walking tours provided by licensed guides who make their money from tips. Old Town tours depart four times daily from March to October (shorter hours November to February).

Kraków Pub Crawl Classic drinking tour visits four venues and starts out from the Main Market Square in front of the Adam Mickiewicz Statue.




Best Special Interest Tours

Delicious Poland Superb foodie tours of Kazimierz that involve sampling typical Polish food and drink until you’re fit to burst.

Jarden Tourist Agency Mainly Jewish-themed tours, including two- and three-hour walking tours of Kraków’s Kazimierz and Podgórze.







Responsible Travel



For many years, Kraków was a victim of its own popularity, its streets packed with crowds during the warmer months when accommodation prices skyrocketed. COVID-19 put the brakes on briefly, but as visitor numbers are rising again, consider how to visit with a light touch, while contributing to Kraków in meaningful ways.
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Overtourism

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, Kraków was one of Europe’s biggest stag do and hen do destinations with marauding hordes of Western men and women acting silly in a state of inebriation. Think twice whether this is the image you want to leave on the locals. Also be aware that drinking in the street is illegal and the police will fine you.

Kraków was one of the main victims of the overtourism phenomenon. In a bid to halt a return to those not-so-illustrious days, the city has launched a ‘Sustainable Tourism Policy for Kraków in the Years 2021–2028’, a serious attempt to combine the interests of local entrepreneurs, residents and tourists.

Stay more than a day or two. Explore the city’s environs, using Kraków as a jumping-off point for visiting Tárnow, Zakopane (pictured), Ojców National Park – a beautiful historic town, mountains, forests and gorges, all with far fewer crowds.

Seek out Kraków’s lesser-known attractions as well as the top museums, castle and other heavy-hitters. If visiting the likes of Przystań Brzegi, rent water sports equipment from local operators, thus directly supporting them and helping to promote alternatives to the must-see sights.




Leave a Light Footprint

Many visitors hire cars when visiting Poland, but the country’s roads are clogged with traffic and parking in Kraków is a nightmare. Avoid driving in Kraków altogether and consider whether you can reach a nearby destination using public transport. If you must rent a car, rent electric or hybrid.


Kraków’s public transport is relatively cheap and efficient; trams will get you most places.

Kraków is a great city to explore by bicycle. Most of the historic city centre is either off-limits to vehicles or has only light traffic. Download the Bolt app to grab an electric bicycle or scooter from numerous points around the city.

Greenhotels (www.greenhotels.com) lists green-rated member hotels in Kraków with stringent environmental requirements.

Consider the welfare of beasts of burden, many of whom can be seen standing on Rynek Gówny on hot days, and avoid horse-drawn carriage rides.

Joining a tour is a great way to see Kraków; some of the best (and most eco-friendly) ones are walking and cycling tours that take in the main attractions, culinary highlights etc.




Support Local & Give Back

A potent symbol of Kraków’s pre-pandemic over-tourism problem was Airbnb, a brand that’s taken a battering from COVID with many locals renting long term or selling up. Avoid the toxic karma around the city’s short-term rental market by booking directly with hotels, hostels, guesthouses and hosts.

Patronise small businesses run by locals: independent restaurants and bars, antique and bric-a-brac shops, Polish designers and others.

Eat at Złote Serce, a restaurant directly employing Ukrainian refugees.







Four Perfect Days



Day 1

Start at the Main Market Square (pictured). See it from above at the Town Hall Tower and then below at the Rynek Underground. Explore the Cloth Hall and marvel over the Gothic altar inside St Mary’s Basilica.

After lunch at Bistro The Hours, stop by the Museum of Pharmacy and Czartoryski Museum to see Da Vinci’s Lady with an Ermine. Cross the square to visit Collegium Maius, where Copernicus studied.

Stay in the Old Town for dinner at Fiorentina or Nota Resto. Afterwards head to Harris Piano Jazz Bar for music or Pauza or House of Beer for drinks.
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Day 2

Start early to visit Wawel Royal Castle. See the Royal Private Apartments, check out Wawel Cathedral and pop into the Basilica of St Francis (pictured) to admire the stained glass.

After lunching at Art Restaurant or Restauracja Pod Baranem, walk over to Kazimierz. Amble around, taking in former Jewish houses of worship such as the High Synagogue and Old Synagogue, and make ample time for the Galicia Jewish Museum.

Dine at Pierwszy Stopień, then catch a klezmer performance at Dawno Temu Na Kazimierzu. NOTO Wine Bar or Weźże Krafta are good post-klezmer options.
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Day 3

Learn about the German occupation in WWII at Schindler’s Factory, and make time for contemporary art at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Kraków next door before visiting the Pharmacy Under the Eagle (pictured).

After lunch at ZaKładka Food & Wine, spend the afternoon west of the Old Town. More contemporary art awaits at the National Museum, and you can try your hand at stained-glass making at the Stained Glass Workshop & Museum.

Admire Western Kraków’s numerous art nouveau buildings while walking the streets, then hit Molám Thai for dinner and head to Mercy Brown for cocktails.
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Day 4

On the last day, catch an early train east to descend into the salty, glittering depths of the Wieliczka Salt Mine, come back before lunch then catch a train to the 1950s socialist-realist utopia of Nowa Huta.

After lunch at Bar Mleczny Szkolny, visit the brutalist Arka Pana church and descend into the atomic bunker at the Nowa Huta Museum. Alternatively, take a day-long tour of the Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial & Museum as well as the salt mine.

Back in Kraków, splurge on dinner at Pod Aniołami or Artesse, stroll Planty Park (pictured) and finish at CK Browar for a beer.
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Need to Know

For detailed information, see Survival Guide



 



Currency

Polish złoty (zł)




Language

Polish




Visas

EU citizens do not need visas and can stay indefinitely. Citizens of many other countries can stay for up to 90 days without a visa.




Money

ATMs are ubiquitous (though it’s best to avoid Euronet). Credit cards are generally accepted and often preferred to cash.




Mobile Phones

GSM and 4G networks are available through inexpensive SIM cards.




Time

Central European Time (GMT/UTC + one hour)




Tipping

In restaurants and cafes, for smaller tabs round the bill to the nearest 5zł or 10zł increment. Otherwise, 10% is standard.






Daily Budget


Budget: Less than 300zł

Dorm beds: 65–110zł

Supermarkets for self-catering: 65–90zł

Herring and a shot of vodka: 25–30zł




Midrange: 300–700zł

Double room at midrange hotel: 350-500zł

Dinner with starter and wine: 140–180zł

Museum admission: 25zł




Top End: More than 700zł

Double room at luxury hotel: 550-900zł

Four-course dinner at top restaurant: 340zł

Best seat at the opera: 250zł








Advance Planning

Three months before Book your hotel room, especially if you’re travelling during summer or over the Easter and Christmas holidays.

One month before Buy tickets online for popular attractions such as Wawel Royal Castle, Schindler’s Factory and Rynek Underground. Check Karnet Kraków (https://karnet.krakow.pl) for what’s on. Book Kraków’s Michelin-starred restaurant, Bottiglieria 1881.

Two weeks before Arrange a tour of Wieliczka Salt Mine. Reserve tables at better restaurants.





Arriving in Kraków

Most visitors arrive via Kraków John Paul II International Airport or the main train station (Kraków Główny) or bus station.


A Kraków John Paul II International Airport

Around 30 minutes’ drive west of the Old Town. Special Airport trains (12zł) connect the airport with Kraków’s main station. City bus 208 (5zł) runs to Kraków’s bus station. A taxi to the centre costs from 35zł to 70zł and takes 30 minutes.




L Main Train & Bus Stations

The train and bus stations are adjacent. Both are a 10-minute walk north of the Old Town. Find tram stops outside the train station. Handy for reaching places in Kazimierz and Podgórze. Taxis are often the easiest way of reaching your hotel on arrival.






Getting Around

The centre is compact and walking is the best way to get around the Old Town or to Wawel Hill.


U Tram

Trams are great for moving between the Old Town, Kazimierz and Podgórze, and visiting Eastern and Western Kraków.




J Bus

Buses are aimed more at commuters, though there are a few attractions best reached by bus




H Bike

Most of the historic city centre is car-free, but elswhere cyclists encounter lots of cars and trams, though officials continue to build out the trail infrastructure.




P Taxi

Convenient for rides back to the hotel and airport transfers.
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Kraków Neighbourhoods


Wawel Hill & Around

Old Town

Kazimierz

Podgórze

Western Kraków

Eastern Kraków
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1Top Experience

Go on a tour of Wawel Royal Castle

Marvel at St Mary’s Basilica

Take a deep dive at Rynek Underground

Admire architecture at Collegium Maius

See the past at Galicia Jewish Museum

Step into history at Schindler’s Factory










Wawel Hill & Around

The symbol of a nation, Wawel Hill, south of the Old Town, is the silent guardian of a millennium of Polish history. The hilltop castle was the seat of kings and queens from the earliest days of the Polish state and the site of its most solemn ceremonies and celebrated moments. Many Polish monarchs found their final resting place below Wawel Cathedral.

[image: jpg]
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The Short List

AWawel Royal Castle Touring the lavish state rooms and residences of Poland’s kings and queens.

AWawel Cathedral Gawking at yet another gorgeous church, this one the main coronation – and burial – spot for Polish monarchs.

AChurch of SS Peter & Paul Noting the contrast between the church’s elaborate baroque exterior and its sober interior.

ABasilica of St Francis Smiling at all of those playful art nouveau stained-glass windows.

ABishop Erazm Ciołek Palace Appreciating the beauty of early Christian artwork from the 12th and 13th centuries, plus some terrific sculpture.




Getting There & Around

[image: icon-tramgif]j Routes 6, 8, 10, 13 and 18 drop you near Wawel Castle.

[image: icon-tramgif]j Routes 1, 6, 8, 13, 18 bisect the Old Town and are good for reaching ul Grodzka.







Top ExperienceGo on a tour of Wawel Royal Castle



Any trip to Kraków inevitably involves a trek up stately Wawel Hill to pay respects to the former seat of the Polish monarchy. Even if you don’t plan on entering the paid attractions, it’s still worth the effort. The grounds are free to enter, and the scale, architecture and exuberant atmosphere – usually infused with the laughter of school kids – are impressive.

[image: jpg]
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map Google map

Zamek Królewski na Wawelu

[image: icon-phonegif]%Wawel Visitor Centre 12 422 5155

www.wawel.krakow.pl

Wawel Hill

combined ticket 145zł

[image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13, 18






yTop Tips

ABook your visit to Wawel Castle online well ahead, as it’s one of Krakow’s most popular sights. At least a day is needed to do it all justice.

ABook separate tickets for Wawel Castle’s attractions, or go for the combined ticket.

AIf you book attractions separately, some may only be accessed by guided tour and/or during a specific time slot.

ASandomierska Tower with its all-encompassing views is open only from June to September.

AEntry to Wawel Cathedral must be purchased separately from entry to Wawel Castle attractions. You can visit the castle grounds free of charge.




5Take a Break

There’s a cafe at the Wawel Visitor Centre. For something good and not far away from the entrance to the castle complex, try Miód Malina.





State Rooms

In centuries past, the ground-floor State Rooms (pictured) is where the royals received guests, held court and entertained. As you pass through the vast, individually styled halls, liberally sprinkled with oil paintings and 16th-century Flemish tapestries, you’ll spot the Tournament Room, with its arresting frieze of jousting knights, the Envoys’ Room, where the lower house of the Sejm (parliament) held sittings, complete with 30 carved wooden heads on the coffered ceiling, and the ostentatious Throne Room.




Royal Private Apartments

Satisfy your curiosity about the monarchs’ private lives by peeking into these 1st-floor bedchambers, with modestly proportioned beds (compared to today), albeit with carved four-poster frames. The Renaissance furnishings of King Sigismund the Old, the painted ceiling beams of the royal guest room, and the tiny bejewelled ‘Hen’s Foot’ – Queen Jadwiga’s chapel – in the 14th-century Belvedere Tower stand out.




Crown Treasury & Armoury

Descend into the vaulted Gothic rooms and be dazzled by the Treasury’s scepters and orbs, gold and silver goblets, royal banners, textiles and a Kunstcamera (Collector’s Cabinet) filled with exotic objects collected by King Sigismund III. In the subtly lit Armoury, you’re met with a bristling stockade of halberds, lances and swords, plus fearsome winged suits of armour worn by the Hussars. Displayed on its own in an austere chamber, Szczerbiec – Poland’s original coronation sword, used from 1320 to 1764 – is the star here.




Lost Wawel

In the former royal kitchens and coach house, these smartly presented exhibits focus on the remains of the Romanesque Rotunda of the Virgin Mary, Kraków’s earliest church. Explore the history of Wawel Hill in the middle ages via virtual reconstructions of the royal complex, and peruse lapidariums of early stonework.
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Wawel Cathedral

Built on the orders of Władysław the Short (1306–33), the first king to be crowned here, the current incarnation of Wawel Cathedral ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 429 9515; www.katedra-wawelska.pl; Wawel Hill; adult/concession 22/15zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Sat, from 12.30pm Sun Apr-Oct, to 4pm Nov-Mar; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13, 18), dating to 1364, is actually its third, with the 1020 original and its successor having burned down. The cathedral has hosted the coronation of virtually every Polish king and queen; don’t miss the crypts, where a who’s who of Polish royalty and power are seeing out eternity.




Wawel Cathedral Museum

Diagonally opposite the cathedral is this treasury ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 429 9515; www.katedra-wawelska.pl; Wawel Hill; adult/concession 22/15zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13, 18) of historical and religious objects from the cathedral. There are plenty of exhibits, including church plates and royal funerary regalia, but not a single crown. They were all apparently stolen from the treasury by the Prussians in 1795 and reputedly melted down.




Dragon’s Den

This dripping limestone cave complex was the alleged former home of Smok Wawelski (Wawel Dragon), whose insatiable appetite for virgins led the king to promise his daughter’s hand in marriage to potential dragon slayers. Scores of knights were flambéed before a cobbler named Krak tricked the dragon into eating a sulphur-filled sheep, upon which Smok’s belly exploded. Kraków was named after the new king/saviour, and a bronze statue of Smok graces the river embankment.




Exhibition of Oriental Art

The Exhibition of Oriental Art comprises a collection of 17th-century Turkish banners and weaponry, captured after the Battle of Vienna and displayed along with a variety of old Persian carpets, Chinese and Japanese ceramics, and other Asian antiques.





Seat of Polish Kings and Queens

The buildings on Wawel Hill constitute the most significant architectural collection in Poland.

The Early Centuries

There’s been a royal building here for the better part of 1000 years. The first significant structures date from the 11th century and were commissioned by King Bolesław I Chrobry. His relatively small residence was given a big Gothic makeover in the 14th century, though much of that castle burned down in 1499. Soon after, King Zygmunt I Stary commissioned a new residence in the then-fashionable Renaissance style.

No Longer Royal

Once the Polish capital was transferred to Warsaw at the end of the 16th century, the Wawel buildings lost something of their raison d’être, though coronations and celebrations continued to take place. The grounds were repeatedly sacked by marauding Swedish and Prussian armies in the 17th and 18th centuries, and the castle was occupied in the 19th century by the Austrians.

Wawel after Independence

After Kraków was incorporated into the re-established Poland after WWI, Wawel became a residence of the Polish president. During WWII, Wawel again assumed its historic role, but this time far more reluctantly. Kraków became the capital of German-occupied Poland, with Wawel serving as the residence for Nazi Governor General Hans Frank.






Walking TourRoute of Kings & Queens


This walk hits many of Kraków’s highlights and follows the old coronation route of Poland’s kings and queens. It pays respects to the main attractions in a relatively logical path, beginning in the Old Town and wending its way out to Wawel Hill.


Walk Facts

Start Florian Gate

End Wawel Royal Castle

Length 2km; two hours



[image: jpg]


1Kraków’s Main Gate

Start at the Florian Gate (www.muzeumkrakowa.pl; ul Floriańska; adult/concession 16/8zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10.30am-6pm Apr-Oct; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44), an attractive stone gateway built around 1300. It was once the city’s main entryway and is the only one of the original eight gates still standing.




2St Mary’s Basilica

Continue down lively ul Floriańska. To your left as you enter the Main Market Square is twin-spired St Mary’s Basilica. Arrive on the hour to hear the bugler play from the taller tower.




3Renaissance Perfection

Dominating the centre of the square is the lively Cloth Hall, a two-level Renaissance confection that serves many purposes, including as a gallery of 19th-century Polish painting and the entryway to the Rynek Underground.




4Tower Without a Town Hall

The Town Hall Tower (Wieża Ratuszowa; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 426 4334; www.muzeumkrakowa.pl; Rynek Główny 1; adult/concession 18/14zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10.30am-6pm Apr-Oct; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18), next door, recalls what must have been a glorious 15th-century building before the occupying Austrians dismantled it in the 19th century. You can still see the original Gothic portal.




5Ancient Centre of Learning

The Collegium Maius was the earliest home of Jagiellonian University, the second-oldest university in Central Europe. Pop in to the courtyard to see original Gothic portals and the famous clock.




6Art Nouveau Beauty

Many say the Basilica of St Francis, a 13th-century Gothic beauty, is their favourite church because of the beautiful stained-glass windows by art nouveau master Stanisław Wyspiański. The most famous window, above the rear entrance, depicts God in the act of creation.




7The King Comes Home

Continue south on ul Grodzka, the final stage of the Royal Route, as far as ul Senacka, then turn south onto charming ul Kanonicza. This leads to the foot of Wawel Royal Castle.
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1Top Experiences

 Wawel Royal CastleB5




1Sights

1Church of SS Peter & PaulD3

2Basilica of St FrancisB1

3Bishop Erazm Ciołek PalaceC3

4Church of St AndrewC3

5Archaeological MuseumB2

6Archdiocesan Museum of Cardinal Karol WojtyłaC4

7Ster River CruisesA4




5Eating

8Art RestaurantC3

9FiorentinaC4

10Black DuckD2

11Miód MalinaC2

12Pod AniołamiC2

13Bar GrodzkiC2

14Smak UkraińskiC1

15Gate of IndiaD6




6Drinking

16BroPubD6

17Dziórawy KociołC2

18Cafe PianolaC2

19Indalo CafeA3




3Entertainment

20Church of SS Peter & PaulD3




7Shopping

21World of AmberC2

22Kobalt Pottery & MoreD4

23Boruni GalleryD4











Sights


1Church of SS Peter & Paul CHURCH

map Google map

The Jesuits erected this church, the first baroque building in Kraków, after they had been brought to the city in 1583 to do battle with supporters of the Reformation. Designed on the Latin cross layout and topped with a large skylit dome, the church has a refreshingly sober interior, apart from some fine stucco decoration on the vault. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 350 6365; www.apostolowie.pl; ul Grodzka 52a; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Tue-Sat, 1.30-5pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13, 18)




1Basilica of St Francis CHURCH

map Google map

Duck into the dark basilica on a sunny day to admire the artistry of Stanisław Wyspiański, who designed some of the city’s finest art nouveau stained-glass windows. The multicoloured deity in the chancel above the organ loft is a particular masterpiece. From the transept, you can also enter the Gothic cloister of the Franciscan Monastery to admire the fragments of 15th-century frescoes. Closed to tourists during mass. (Bazylika Św Franciszka; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 5376; www.franciszkanska.pl; Plac Wszystkich Świętych 5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Sat, from 1pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




1Bishop Erazm Ciołek Palace MUSEUM

map Google map

Quaint Kanonicza is the perfect street to put a venerable 14th-century palace and fill it with age-old paintings and sculptures. This branch of the National Museum contains two permanent exhibits of religious artwork. The Art of Old Poland (12th to 18th centuries) includes loads of Gothic paintings, altar pieces and a room devoted to sculptor Veit Stoss; look out for the 16th-century Christ Riding a Donkey sculpture. A second exhibit focuses on Orthodox art. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 433 5920; www.mnk.pl; ul Kanonicza 17; adult/concession 18/12zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4pm Tue-Fri, 10am-6pm Sat, 10am-4pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13, 18)




1Church of St Andrew CHURCH

map Google map

Built towards the end of the 11th century, this church has an austere Romanesque stone exterior, much of which has been preserved. However, as soon as you enter you’re in a totally different world; its small interior was subjected to a radical baroque overhaul in the 18th century. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 1612; ul Grodzka 54; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm Mon-Fri; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13, 18)




1Archaeological Museum MUSEUM

map Google map

You can learn about the Małopolska region’s history from the Palaeolithic period up until the early Middle Ages here, but you’ll likely be most enthralled by the collection of ancient Egyptian artefacts, including both human and animal mummies. There are also more than 4000 iron coins from the 9th century. The gardens are a lovely place for a stroll. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 7560; www.ma.krakow.pl; ul Poselska 3; adult/concession 22/14zł, free Sun; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-3pm Mon, Wed & Fri, to 6pm Tue & Thu, 11am-4pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




1Archdiocesan Museum of Cardinal Karol Wojtyła MUSEUM

map Google map

This collection of religious sculpture and paintings, dating from the 13th to 16th centuries, is located in a 14th-century townhouse. Also on display is the room where Karol Wojtyła (the late Pope John Paul II) lived from 1958 to 1967, complete with his furniture and belongings – including his skis. There’s a treasury of gifts he received here, too. (Muzeum Archidiecezjalne; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 421 8963; www.archimuzeum.pl; ul Kanonicza 19-21; adult/concession 10/6zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13, 18)
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1Ster River Cruises CRUISE

map Google map

One-hour river tours of Kraków landmarks and longer five-hour trips out to the Benedictine Abbey in Tyniec aboard the Peter Pan or Sobieski – the longer trip allows for a one-hour stop at the abbey before turning around. Reserve tickets online or by phone. The departure point is not far from the Dębnicki Bridge. ([image: icon-phonegif]%601 560 250; www.ster.net.pl; cruise 1hr adult/concession 50/35zł, 5hr 75/60zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm May-Oct; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 2, 6)




Midsummer Music Fest

The area along the Vistula River, just below Wawel Castle, is the main site for one of the city’s most boisterous summer celebrations. The Wianki Festival (map; www.wianki.krakow.pl; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun) marks midsummer night with concerts accompanied by lots of dancing and fireworks.






Eating


5Art Restaurant POLISH €€€

map Google map

Easily the most ambitious restaurant in this part of town, the Art is all white linen and exemplary service. The menu highlights farm-fresh ingredients and local sourcing, with unusual touches like red-pepper jam served with lamb saddle and the best beef tartare in town. Book a table on the terrace in nice weather. The lunch menu is great value (80zł). (Art Restauracja; [image: icon-phonegif]%537 872 193; www.artkanonicza.pl; ul Kanonicza 15; mains 70-100zł, six-course tasting menu 350zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h1-10pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13, 18)




5Fiorentina POLISH €€€

map Google map

All exposed brick, wood panels and mirrors, this atmospheric place is recognised as one of Poland’s best restaurants. Romance your sweetie over Fiorentina steak or salt-baked Dover sole, or watch the likes of duck with red cabbage and potato dumplings with caviar fly out of the open kitchen. The plant-filled back garden is a delight in warmer months. (https://fiorentina.com.pl; Grodzka 63; mains 72-144zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6-10pm Mon-Thu, 1-11pm Fri-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 4, 8, 13, 14)




5Black Duck POLISH €€€

map Google map

The duck meat at this restaurant arrives specially from Poznań, and good use is made of it. From duck pierogi to duck soup with meatballs, as well as a whole roasted duck for two, this twist on Polish cuisine offers fine dining and an amazing array of dishes. Try the flight of Polish wines, too. (Czarna Kaczka; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 426 5440; https://czarnakaczka.pl; ul Poselska 22; mains 52-154zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-11pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




5Miód Malina POLISH €€€

map Google map

The charmingly named Honey Raspberry serves high-quality Polish cooking in colourful surrounds. Grab a window seat and order the wild mushrooms in cream, and any of the duck or veal dishes. There’s a variety of beef steaks on the menu as well. The grilled sheep’s-cheese appetiser, served with cranberry jelly, is a regional speciality. Reservations essential. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 430 0411; www.miodmalina.pl; ul Grodzka 40; mains 45-90zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-11pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




5Pod Aniołami POLISH €€€

map Google map

This is the quintessential old Kraków restaurant; its main dining room occupies a Gothic cellar from the 13th century. Heavy wood furniture, stone walls and fraying tapestries evoke the Middle Ages, as do the grilled meats cooked over a beech-wood fire. The wild boar steak marinated in juniper berry is highly recommended. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 421 3999; www.podaniolami.pl; ul Grodzka 35; mains 55-95zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h1pm-midnight; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




5Bar Grodzki POLISH €

map Google map

A delightful, family-run bar mleczny (milk bar), but a slight step up from the typical cafeteria setting. Line up at the steam table and choose your food. Highlights include a range of coleslaws, classic Polish mains like stuffed cabbage rolls and delicious kompot (juice of stewed fruit). ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 6807; ul Grodzka 47/4; mains 15-25zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-7pm Mon-Sat, from 10am Sun; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




5Smak Ukraiński UKRAINIAN €

map Google map

This countrified oasis, perched on one of the city’s busiest pedestrian thoroughfares, presents authentic Ukrainian dishes in a cosy dining room, decorated with predictably folksy flair. Expect lots of dumplings, borscht (the Ukrainian variety) and waiters in waistcoats. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 421 9294; www.ukrainska.pl; ul Grodzka 21; mains 30-40zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-10.30pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




5Gate of India INDIAN €€

map Google map

This handy Indian, located between Wawel and Kazimierz, is good value and a nice change of pace from milder Polish cooking. The spicy dishes are served with dried chilli, coriander and fresh ginger and will have you going back for a second visit. Lots of vegetarian choices on the menu. Book in advance for Friday or Saturday dinner. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 356 5563; www.gateofindia.pl; ul Stradomska 11; mains 35-50zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-10pm, to 11pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13, 18)




Great Area for Food

Wawel Hill has some of the nicest restaurants in the city, though the quality usually comes at a price. There’s a string of great places along ul Grodzka and on ul Poselska, which runs off ul Grodzka. Quiet ul Kanonicza offers a swish, exclusive location and restaurants here tend to be both excellent and pricey.






Drinking


6BroPub CRAFT BEER

map Google map

The courtyard bar of the much-lauded Brokreacja microbrewery (45km from the city) features 16 taps of mostly their own brews, ranging from Whiskey Rye Double Brown Porter to Peated Ris, along with cold brew coffee. The burgers, pizza and quesadillas make an excellent accompaniment. (https://bropub.pl; ul Stradomska 11; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-midnight Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 4, 5, 8, 10, 13, 14, 18)




6Dziórawy Kocioł CAFE

map Google map

Harry Potter fans should head to this quaint basement cafe hidden away on ul Grodzka. It’s aptly decorated from tip to toe with magical memorabilia, Hogwarts House flags and hand-drawn character sketches. There is some deliciously sweet Butterbeer on the menu, as well as lots of appropriately named cakes. (Leaky Cauldron; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 5884; www.facebook.com/dziorawykociol; ul Grodzka 50/1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-10pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




6Cafe Pianola CAFE

map Google map

Convenient corner pit-stop, between Wawel and the Old Town, for decent coffee or wine. Though the pavement tables are tempting in nice weather, don’t miss the chance to glimpse the Renaissance interiors, with their high, arched ceilings and – yes – piano to the side. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 3252; ul Senacka 7; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8.30am-1am, 10am-midnight Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13, 18)




6Indalo Cafe CAFE

map Google map

Indalo is a quaint spot, well hidden but just minutes from the centre. The cafe began life as an arts and crafts centre, and you can still buy handmade ornaments as you sip your coffee or sample the cheesecake and other sweets. (Indalo Cafe & Rooms; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 431 0091; http://cafeindalo.pl; ul Tarłowska 15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-10pm, from 9am Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




Smok the Magic Dragon

Wawel Castle is home to the city’s oldest legends, including at least one involving a fire-breathing dragon. Long ago, the story goes, during Prince Krak’s reign, a nasty dragon lived in the cave below Wawel Hill, terrorising Kraków town. A fire-breathing menace, the scaly Smok ravaged residents and livestock, leaving death and destruction in his wake. His favourite food was beautiful young virgins.

Prince Krak feared for the life of his own daughter Wanda, and he offered her hand in marriage to any suitor who could slay the dragon. Many died trying. Finally, a poor young cobbler came up with a scheme to trick the dragon. He stuffed a sheep with sulphur and left the tasty morsel outside the dragon’s lair. The dragon fell for it.

The dragon devoured the sheep, then retreated to the Vistula River to quench his unbearable thirst. He drained the river, causing his stomach to swell and inciting a massive explosion. The dragon was defeated! The cobbler was a hero! The virgins were safe! And Wanda and the cobbler lived happily ever after.






Entertainment


3Church of SS Peter & Paul CONCERT VENUE

map Google map

Evening concerts of Vivaldi, Bach, Chopin and Strauss throughout the week, performed by the Cracow Chamber Orchestra of St Maurice. Buy tickets at the door before the concert or at any InfoKraków tourist office. ([image: icon-phonegif]%695 574 526; ul Grodzka 52a; tickets adult/concession 70/50zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)





Shopping


7World of Amber JEWELLERY

map Google map

As the name implies, this is more than a shop, it’s a celebration of all things amber, including intricate amber frigates and chess boards. Even if you’re not in the market to buy, it’s certainly worth a peek in to see the amazing selection of amber necklaces, earrings, brooches and pendants. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 430 2114; www.worldofamber.pl; ul Grodzka 38; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-8pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




7Kobalt Pottery & More CERAMICS

map Google map

Eye-poppingly beautiful ceramic designs from the western Polish city of Bolesławiec. The dishes, plates and bowls are all hand-painted with a unique stamping and brush technique, and can be found in kitchens around the country. ([image: icon-phonegif]%798 380 431; https://kobalt.com.pl; ul Grodzka 62; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13, 18)



[image: jpg]

Kobalt Pottery & More | AMY HORNSBY/LONELY PLANET ©


7Boruni Gallery JEWELLERY

map Google map

If you are curious to know more about amber, also known as Baltic gold, swing by this spacious gallery to watch the informative video about the various types of amber and its production processes. Beware the hard sell! ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 428 5086; www.boruni.pl; ul Grodzka 60; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-9pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13, 18)




Bones & Saints

When entering Wawel Cathedral, spot the bones above the entrance. Rumoured to belong to Smok, the Wawel dragon, they’re more likely to be mammoth or woolly rhino; legend has it that if they get taken down, the world will end. In the Gothic Chapel of the Holy Cross, look out for the red marble tomb of King Casimir IV Jagiellon, and the canopied shrine of St Stanislaus of Szczepanów – bishop, martyr and saint, whose mortal remains lie in a 17th-century silver sarcophagus.











Old Town

With its graceful Main Market Square (Rynek Główny), historical buildings and monuments, the Old Town has been the centre of Kraków life since the Tatar invasions of the 13th century. Today it’s packed with restaurants, galleries and – allegedly – more bars per square metre than anywhere else in Europe. It’s been a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1978 and is largely car-free.

[image: jpg]

Main Market Square | MARTIN-DM/GETTY IMAGES©


The Short List

ASt Mary’s Basilica Staring at the lavish interiors and carved altarpieces of Kraków’s most important church.

ACzartoryski Museum Admiring Leonardo da Vinci’s Lady with an Ermine and other works.

ARynek Underground Poking around the mysterious medieval world that exists below the Main Market Square.

ACollegium Maius Taking in an array of rare scientific instruments available to Renaissance-era scientists for unravelling the mysteries of the solar system.

AMuseum of Pharmacy Thanking your lucky stars that modern medicine has advanced beyond the vials and elixirs presented here.




Getting There & Around

[image: icon-tramgif]j 1, 6, 8, 13 and 18 serve the Main Market Square.

[image: icon-tramgif]j 2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24 and 44 run to the northern end of Old Town.







Top ExperienceMarvel at St Mary’s Basilica



Overlooking the Main Market Square, this striking red-brick church is dominated by two towers of different heights. The original church, built in the 1220s, was destroyed during a Tatar raid, after which construction of the current basilica began. Tour the exquisite interior, with its carved wooden altarpiece, and climb the tower for excellent views. Don’t miss the hourly bugle call.

[image: jpg]

RUEDIGER ETTL/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


map Google map

[image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 0521

www.mariacki.com

Plac Mariacki 5

adult/concession 15/8zł

[image: icon-hoursgif]h11.30am-6pm Mon-Sat, from 2pm Sun

[image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18






yTop Tips

AThe best place to see the bugler in action is from the small courtyard in front of the Church of St Barbara (Kościół Św Barbary; map; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 428 1500; www.swietabarbara.jezuici.pl; Plac Mariacki; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm).

ATourists enter through the side door to the southeast.

AThough the church is crammed with visitors, try to be discreet as there are people here to worship.




5Take a Break

Magia Cafe Bar (map; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 426 4773; www.facebook.com/MagiaCafeBar; Plac Mariacki 3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9.30am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W), just around the corner, is great for a coffee.

In the afternoon, head over to nearby Viva la Pinta (map; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 378 97 22; www.vivalapinta.pl; ul Floriańska 13; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-midnight Mon-Sat, from 2pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W) to find a hidden beer garden.





Wall Paintings

The first details you’ll notice on entering the church are the elaborate and colourful wall paintings. Many of these paintings are the work of Jan Matejko, the 19th-century Polish master of realism, and harmonise beautifully with the intricacy of the high altar. Don’t forget to look up: the ceiling is a dazzling, star-flecked blue.




Stained-Glass Windows

The chancel, the chamber that surrounds the main altar, is illuminated by a series of magnificent stained-glass windows dating from the late 14th century. On the opposite side of the church, above the organ loft, is a fine art nouveau stained-glass window by the early modern masters Stanisław Wyspiański and Józef Mehoffer.




Carved Altarpiece

Measuring 13m high and 11m wide, the basilica’s altarpiece (pictured) is Poland’s most important piece of Gothic art. It took a decade for its maker, Veit Stoss, to complete the work before it was consecrated in 1489. The main scene depicts the Assumption of the Virgin surrounded by the Apostles, flanked by Poland’s patron saints.




Tower

Be sure to listen for the bugler’s call on the hour. The melody is as old as the church itself and is associated with many of the city’s legends. If you’d like to see how the city looks from way up here, you can pay a separate admission to climb the 239 or so steps of the 82m-high tower.








Top ExperienceTake a deep dive at Rynek Underground



When Kraków’s market square was undergoing renovations, the remains of the original millennia-old marketplace were found beneath the Cloth Hall. They have since been transformed into this fascinating, high-tech subterranean attraction that walks you through medieval market stalls and other long-forgotten chambers, enhanced by audiovisual displays.

[image: jpg]
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map Google map

[image: icon-phonegif]%12 426 5060

www.podziemiarynku.com

Rynek Główny 1

adult/concession 32/28zł, Tue free

[image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-8pm Wed-Mon, to 4pm Tue

[image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18






yTop Tips

ABuy tickets online ahead of time for specific days and time slots, as they tend to sell out, especially during peak season.

ANote the electronic board at the office that shows tour times and the number of tickets available at each time.

AThe actual entrance to the tunnels is on the opposite side of the Cloth Hall, on the northeastern end.

ATuesdays are free, but you’ll have to book at least two weeks in advance since tickets are given out quickly.




5Take a Break

There’s a cafe in the museum.

Otherwise, B.O.H.O. Coffee & Bar (map; Stolarska 6) is conveniently located a block east of the Rynek, and is ideal for a shot of caffeine, a beer or a light meal.





Audiovisuals

From the video images projected onto rising smoke that you see as you enter the underground, to the holograms and videos on display in the chambers, all the way to the documentary films on city life through the ages, the advanced technology employed to tell Kraków’s long story is a big part of the exhibition itself.




Early Kraków Life

The first part of the exhibition is given over to depictions of everyday life in the 13th and 14th centuries, with features on trade, transport and construction. Peer into a goldsmith’s workshop, be wowed by Middle Ages’ fashion, and learn about ‘vampire prevention burials’, the elaborate sewage system and mercenary knights.




Model of the City

One of the highlights is an impressive scale model of the city in the 15th century, when it was near the height of its royal prowess, which shows the importance of the walls and the geographic relationship of the Old Town to Wawel Castle. In a nod to Paris, the model is illuminated by a pyramid-shaped skylight that juts into the surface of the square and can be seen from above ground.




Archaeological Finds

Serious museum buffs won’t be disappointed, as much of the latter part of the exhibition route is dedicated to exploring various nooks and ruins uncovered during recent archaeological digs. On display are the various tools and artefacts used over the years on the city’s main square.








Top ExperienceAdmire architecture at Collegium Maius



The Collegium Maius, built as part of the Kraków Academy (now the Jagiellonian University), is the oldest surviving university building in Poland, and one of the best examples of 15th-century Gothic architecture in the city. It has a magnificent arcaded courtyard (open from 7am to dusk) and a fascinating university collection.

[image: jpg]
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map Google map

[image: icon-phonegif]%12 663 1488

www.maius.uj.edu.pl

ul Jagiellońska 15

adult/concession tour 17/10zł; 1.30-4pm Wed free

[image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-2.20pm Mon-Fri, to 1.30pm Sat

[image: icon-tramgif]j2, 8, 13, 18, 20






yTop Tips

AThere is one tour in English each day, normally at 1pm. You can only visit without a tour on Wednesdays.

AIn summer it’s advisable to reserve in advance, either in person or by phone.

AThe courtyard can be entered free of charge.

AAt 1pm daily, the replica clock on the southern side chimes and its cast of characters go through their paces.




5Take a Break

There’s a decent cafe inside the museum.

If you’re looking for something more substantial, try the Chimera Salad Bar – it’s just around the corner from the main entrance.





Courtyard Clock

Even if you’re not visiting the interior, it’s worth peeking in on the picturesque, late-Gothic courtyard that dates from the 15th century. Be sure to time your visit to arrive before 1pm to see a short 16th-century spectacle of wooden historical figures parade around to the old student song, ‘Gaudeamus Igitur’, below the courtyard clock.




Copernicus’ Instruments

The tour passes through several historic interiors, with the most interesting being the displays of rare 15th- and 16th-century scientific equipment, including globes and telescopes of the kind that would have been used by one of the university’s best-known alumni, Nicolaus Copernicus. Copernicus studied here in the 1490s and some of his manuscripts are also on show.




Jagiellonian Globe

There are plenty of paintings, sculptures, drawings and decorative arts on display – as well as a separate exhibition given over to medieval painting and visual arts. One of the highlights is the Jagiellonian Globe (dating from around 1510), the oldest known surviving globe to depict the American continent (though it’s behind a barrier and you can’t get too close).




Aula

This centuries-old lecture hall features a soaring original Renaissance ceiling and wall-to-wall portraits of kings, benefactors and rectors of the university (five of whom were sent off by the Germans to Sachsenhausen concentration camp in 1939). The treasury contains copies of the 1364 university foundation papers, sceptres of assorted rectors and Jan III Sobieski’s hammered silver table to an Oscar given to director Andrzej Wajda.







Walking TourHistoric Clubs & Cafes


For centuries, Kraków’s Main Market Square has been the city’s nerve centre and intellectual heart. Since the fall of communism, many of the Old Town’s ancient cellars have been transformed into atmospheric hideaways attracting jazz lovers and drinkers looking for ice-cold vodka and sledzia (pickled herring).


Walk Facts

Start Main Market Square

End Main Market Square

Length 1km; two hours



[image: jpg]


1Epic Club

Legendary Klub Pod Jaszczurami ([image: icon-phonegif]%791 555 151; www.podjaszczurami.pl; Rynek Główny 8; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-1am, to 3am Thu-Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18) has been packing in students since the 1960s, and the photos of performances through the years plastered on the walls testify to its pedigree. It’s less vital these days, but peek inside and see the main stage, which still crackles with that old vibe.




2Political Favourite

Even if you don’t stop for a coffee at Café Noworolski ([image: icon-phonegif]%515 100 998; www.noworolski.com.pl; Rynek Główny 1/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8.30am-midnight; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18), pause to admire the stunning art nouveau interiors by Polish artist Józef Mehoffer. The Noworolski has been here since 1910, serving the likes of Lenin and later becoming a favourite of occupying German officers. It feels timeless.




3Communist Classic

Clubs in Kraków come and go with the season, but steadfast Feniks ([image: icon-phonegif]%604 234 288; www.feniksklub.com; ul Św Jana 2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-2am Tue & Wed, to 4am Thu, to 5am Fri & Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18), located right on the main square, has survived and remains largely unchanged from communist days. The old-school decor is particularly evocative.




4Flapper Style

Chief among the charms at Europejska ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 429 3493; www.europejska.pl; Rynek Główny 35; mains 60-75zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-midnight; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44) is the old-world atmosphere of the back rooms of the 17th-century Krzysztofory Palace. Striped wallpaper, green-velvet banquettes, mirrors, chandeliers and gramophones lend a 1920s feel.




5Meet Gustav Klimt

The modest exterior of old-school Hawełka hides a world of late-19th-century art nouveau splendour inside. You’ll feel like you stepped back in time to the Austrian occupation before WWI. Look for the reproduction of Jan Matejko’s Prussian Homage.




6Rogues’ Gallery

Vis-à-vis ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 6961; Rynek Główny 29; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-11pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18), with its tiny stand-up bar, is famous for having the cheapest beer prices on the main square and for being a haunt of artists, painters, poets, singers and actors.




7Pub for the Ages

The Piwnica Pod Baranami (Under the Rams; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 421 2500; www.piwnicapodbaranami.pl; Rynek Główny 27; tickets 30-45zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11-2am; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18) harks back to the mid-1950s when it functioned as a ‘literary cabaret’. This dive-like cellar bar continues to host a summer jazz festival and other concerts and recitals throughout the year, and is populated by academics, local artists and other bohemians on a nightly basis.







[image: jpg]



1Top Experiences

 St Mary's BasilicaE4

 Rynek UndergroundD4

 Collegium MaiusB4




1Sights

1Cloth HallD4

2Czartoryski MuseumE2

3Museum of PharmacyF3

4Holy Trinity BasilicaE6

5Historical Museum of KrakówD3

6Palace of Fine ArtsC2

7MICETC3

8City Defence WallsG2

9Church of St AnneB4

10Free Walking TourF2

11Krákow Bike TourD5

12Delicious PolandG6

13Kraków Pub CrawlD4




5Eating

14Nota RestoG4

15ArtesseE2

16Cyrano de BergeracE2

17FarinaE2

18Chimera Salad BarC4

19Paul’s PlaceC5

20CakesterF4

21HawełkaD3

 Bistro The Hours(see 15)

22PimientoE6

23Kuchnia u Babci MalinyE2

24Urara SushiE3

25KuKu Taiwan BistroC4

26Antler Poutine & BurgerC5

27Charlotte Chleb i WinoC3




6Drinking

28Café CamelotE3

29Knitted CoffeeD6

30LindoE2

31Café PhiloC5

32BonoboF5

33House of BeerG4

34PauzaE5




3Entertainment

35Harris Piano Jazz BarC4

36Teatr im SłowackiegoG2

37Jazz Club u MuniakaE4

38Piano RougeE4

39Szpitalna 1F4




7Shopping

40Galeria DylągG4

41Galeria PlakatuE5

42Iris GalerieD6

43Kacper RyxF4

44Salon Antyków PasjaC4

45Galeria BoruniE3











Sights


1Cloth Hall HISTORIC BUILDING

map Google map

Dominating the centre of the Main Market Square, this building was once the heart of Kraków’s medieval clothing trade. Created in the early 14th century when a roof was put over two rows of stalls, it was extended into a 108m-long Gothic structure, then rebuilt in Renaissance style after a 1555 fire; the arcades were a late-19th-century addition. The ground floor is now a busy trading centre for crafts and souvenirs; the Gallery of 19th-Century Polish Painting. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 433 5400; www.mnk.pl; adult/concession 20/15zł, Sun free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Tue-Fri, 10am-6pm Sat, 10am-4pm Sun)is is housed on the upper floor. (Sukiennice; Rynek Główny 1/3; admission free; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)



[image: jpg]

Cloth Hall | KRZYSZTOF DYDYNSKI/LONELY PLANET ©


1Czartoryski Museum MUSEUM

map Google map

Kraków’s richest art collection, including Leonardo da Vinci’s 15th-century masterpiece Lady with an Ermine (1489–90), used to belong to the noble Czartoryski family that opened it to the Polish public as a gesture of patriotism. Besides the star Da Vinci piece, and a number of Old Masters, there is Greek, Roman, Egyptian and Etruscan art, winged hussar armour, trophies seized from the Turks during the Battle of Vienna (1683), and the Grunwald Swords from the 15th-century battle.

Apart from the paintings, the museum itself has its own exciting history. Secretly moved to Paris in 1830, the collection shifted to Kraków in the 1870s. During WWII, German occupiers seized many valuable paintings and took them to Germany. Some items were never recovered. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 370 5460; www.mnk.pl; ul Św Jana 19; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




1Museum of Pharmacy MUSEUM

map Google map

Step inside this beautiful 15th-century Renaissance townhouse, with mummified crocodiles, lizards and bats suspended from the ceiling, to discover five floors of rare pharmaceutical instruments, jars full of esoteric ingredients, and other items pertaining to the history of pharmacy. Several apothecaries dating back to the 19th and early 20th centuries have been painstakingly recreated here, with attention given to the ‘righteous Gentile’ Tadeusz Pankiewicz and the pharmacy he courageously operated in the Jewish ghetto during the German occupation.

Find out what ailments were treated by the application of Spanish flies, crab’s eyes, bezoar and unicorn horn, then head below ground to peruse the glass alembics, distillation apparatus, copper vessels, mortars and the poison cabinet at the reconstructed alchemist’s lab. Ascend to the attic, fragrant with bunches of dried herbs suspended from the ceiling, and housing medieval herbal treatises that were the cutting edge of medical knowledge at the time. (Muzeum Farmacji; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 421 9279; www.muzeum.farmacja.uj.edu.pl; ul Floriańska 25; adult/concession 14/8zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-6.30pm Tue, 9.30am-3pm Wed-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




1Holy Trinity Basilica MONASTERY

map Google map

Originally built in the 13th century, this massive church was badly damaged by fire in 1850. Note the original 14th-century doorway at the main (western) entrance to the church. The monastery, just behind the northern wall of the church, is accessible from the street (enter an unmarked door at Stolarska 12). It’s closed to tourists during Sunday mass. (Dominican Church; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 423 1613; www.krakow.dominikanie.pl; ul Stolarska 12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9.30-11.30am & 1.30-4.30pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




1Historical Museum of Kraków MUSEUM

map Google map

At the northern corner of the square, the collection within the 17th-century Krzysztofory Palace is home to Cyberteka, an interactive exhibition which charts the city from its earliest days to WWI. The labyrinthine museum features a bit of everything related to the city’s past, including old clocks, armour, paintings, Kraków’s celebrated szopki (Nativity scenes) and the costume of the Lajkonik. (Krzysztofory Palace; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 619 2335; www.muzeumkrakowa.pl; Rynek Główny 35; adult/concession 28/24zł, free Tue; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5.30pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




1Palace of Fine Arts GALLERY

map Google map

The centrepiece of the art nouveau Plac Szczepański is this elaborate edifice on its western side. An incredible frieze circles the building (product of Jacek Malczewski), while the busts on the facade honour Polish artists. The building is used for temporary art exhibits. (Pałac Sztuki; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 6616; www.palac-sztuki.krakow.pl; Plac Szczepański 4; adult/concession 15/10zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Tue-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)



[image: jpg]

Palace of Fine Arts | MAYKOVA GALINA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


1MICET MUSEUM

map Google map

Situated in the Stary Theatre (Teatr Stary; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 9080; www.stary.pl; adult/concession 70/40zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hbox office 11am-7pm Mon-Sat, to 3.30pm Sun), MICET is an interactive museum where visitors learn the traditional crafts associated with the theatre and then put their knowledge to use as they compose their own scenes, costumes and designs. It’s kid-friendly and obviously best suited to visitors (of all ages) with an active interest in what happens backstage. (Muzeum Interaktywnym/Centrum Edukacji Teatralnej; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 8020; www.micet.pl; ul Jagiellońska 1; adult/concession 15/10zl; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




1City Defence Walls HISTORIC SITE

map Google map

This small museum includes entry to both the Florian Gate and Barbican (Barbakan; www.muzeumkrakowa.pl; ul Basztowa; adult/concession 16/12zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10.30am-6pm Apr-Oct; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44), among the few surviving remnants of the city’s medieval defence walls. The Florian Gate was once the city’s main entrance and dates from the 14th century. The Barbican, a circular bastion adorned with seven turrets, was built at the end of the 15th century to lend additional protection. At one time it was once connected to the gate by a narrow passage running over a moat. (Mury Obronne; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 421 1361; www.muzeumkrakowa.pl; ul Pijarska; adult/concession 16/12zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10.30am-6pm May-Oct; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




1Church of St Anne CHURCH

map Google map

Designed by Tylman van Gameren and built in the late 17th century as a university church, the Church of St Anne was long the site of inaugurations of the academic year, doctoral promotions and a resting place for many university professors and rectors. A spacious, stark-white interior fitted out with fine furnishings, gravestones and epitaphs, and embellished with superb stucco work and murals – all stylistically homogeneous – puts the church among the best classical baroque buildings in Poland. (Kościół Św Anny; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 5318; www.kolegiata-anna.pl; ul Św Anny 11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




1Free Walking Tour WALKING

map Google map

These walking tours of the Old Town and Kazimierz are provided by licensed tour guides who make their money from tips. The Old Town tours depart four times daily from March to October (shorter hours November to February) from near the Florian Gate. Look for a guide holding a yellow umbrella. Check the website for other tours. ([image: icon-phonegif]%513 875 815; www.freewalkingtour.com; admission free; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




1Krákow Bike Tour CYCLING

map Google map

Take a 3½-hour spin on wheels around town (100zł) on a tour that departs twice daily from June to September at 10am and 4pm and once daily at 10am May to June and October to April. The tour takes in everything from the Old Town walls and Wawel Hill to Oskar Schindler’s factory in Podgórze. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 430 2034; www.krakowbiketour.com; ul Grodzka 2; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




1Delicious Poland FOOD

map Google map

Book ahead online for the excellent small-group foodie tours that last around 3½ hours and will leave you stuffed with a variety of Polish specialities, up to and including pierogi, craft beer, lard-buttered bread and top-shelf vodka. As you wander around Kazimierz, the guides provide fascinating commentary on the history and the culture of the neighbourhood. ([image: icon-phonegif]%012 361 3224; www.deliciouspoland.com; food tour 385zł)




1Kraków Pub Crawl WALKING

map Google map

Your ticket to happy oblivion, this operator arranges both immersions in the world of Polish vodka and craft-beer tours, from tastings to in-depth brewery excursions led by a master brewer. Tours starts out from the Main Market Square, in front of the Adam Mickiewicz statue. Book in advance online. ([image: icon-phonegif]%500 575 221; www.krawlthroughkrakow.com; Rynek Główny; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9pm Mon-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)





The Main Market Square

Measuring 200m by 200m, the Main Market Square (Rynek Główny; map; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18) is the largest medieval square in Europe and one of the finest urban designs of its kind. Its layout, based on that of a castrum (Roman military camp), was drawn up in 1257 and has been retained to this day, though the buildings have changed over the centuries.




Eating


5Nota Resto POLISH €€€

map Google map

Bold flavours dominate this short-and-sweet menu of reimagined Polish classics and unusual ingredient pairings, offered up by Tomasz Leśniak (known for being the official chef of the Polish men’s national football team). Expect the likes of duck breast with red cabbage lasagne and hibiscus, venison dumplings paired with plum, and pumpkin risotto. You can splurge on the tasting menu to sample the full repertoire. Be sure to book ahead. (www.notaresto.pl; ul Świętego Krzyża 17; mains 76-119zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-11pm Mon-Thu, 1-11pm Fri-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 5, 10, 18, 19, 24)




5Artesse POLISH €€€

map Google map

The Lubomirski Palace is the ideal stage for this show-stopping cuisine that combines a deep knowledge of Poland’s culinary heritage with seasonal ingredients and modern techniques. Choose from one of the two tasting menus comprising art-on-a-plate, reconstructed, centuries-old Polish recipes, expertly paired with a select range of wines. You’ll need to book well ahead. (www.artesse.pl; ul Świętego Jana 15; tasting menus 440-530 zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9pm Tue-Sun)




5Cyrano de Bergerac FRENCH €€€

map Google map

The rough-hewn stone walls of a centuries-old cellar, candlelight and white linen set the tone at this intimate French restaurant. Start off with oysters or sweetbreads and follow it up with duck confit before finishing with a superlative crème brûlée. In warmer months there’s seating in a covered courtyard. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 411 7288; www.cyranodbergerac.pl; ul Sławkowska 26; mains 68-140zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-11pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




5Farina INTERNATIONAL €€

map Google map

Classy without being stuffy, Farina offers contemporary takes on Polish dishes alongside fresh, imaginatively cooked fish and seafood that the restaurant has long been famous for. Choose between the likes of truffled mussels, sous vide goose with figs, and the show-stopping turbot with porcini and green asparagus. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 1680; www.farina.com.pl; ul Św Marka 16, cnr ul Św Jana; mains 45-149zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-11pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




5Chimera Salad Bar VEGETARIAN €

map Google map

The ideal quick and simple Old Town lunch: grab a plate (big or small) and fill it with all those veggie items that look so good. The covered courtyard provides a delightful setting. Be careful not to wander into the restaurant of the same name downstairs, which is good but significantly more expensive. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 292 1212; www.chimera.com.pl; ul Św Anny 3; mains 25-40zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-10pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 8, 13, 18, 20)




5Paul’s Place INTERNATIONAL €

map Google map

Paul’s a busy guy. For breakfast, he’ll whip you up a full English, a full Polish or some shakshuka, while later in the day, the menu leans heavily towards French cuisine, with onion soup and bouillabaisse vying for your attention alongside boeuf bourguignon, pierogi and moules marinière – all at superb prices. (www.paulsplacekrakow.com/alacarte.htm; Gołębia 3; mains 25-48zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-9pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 20)




5Cakester BAKERY €

map Google map

Cheery throwback bakery with plenty of breakfasts, toasted sandwiches, pancakes and waffles on the menu, as well as excellent coffees and shakes. The big draw here is the attention to dietary preferences. Whether you’re vegan, vegetarian or gluten-free, you’ll have plenty of choice. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 307 0503; www.cakestercafe.pl; ul Św Tomasza 25; mains 20-35zl; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-8pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 10, 24, 52)




5Hawełka POLISH €€

map Google map

Anyone who values art nouveau or the paintings of Gustav Klimt should be prepared to be dazzled. Step inside and travel back 100 years. The traditional Polish food, like Kraków-style duck, is nothing to sneeze at either, and the daily lunch specials (40zł) are excellent value. Eat out on the main square in nice weather. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 0631; www.hawelka.pl; Rynek Główny 34; mains 48-80zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-10pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




5Bistro The Hours POLISH €€

map Google map

Step inside one of the city’s most atmospheric palaces and soak up the 1930s ambience of this street-side bistro and cocktail bar. Choose between the seasonal short and long ‘stories’ on the menu, depending on your hunger levels; these may include pappardelle with tuna and peanuts or truffled mushroom risotto. Pair with expertly mixed, original tipples. (https://hotelh15palace.pl; ul Świętego Jana 15; mains 69-120zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-veggif]v)




5Pimiento ARGENTINE €€€

map Google map

Aged cuts of beef are all present at this upmarket grill, from the wallet-friendly porterhouse to the drift-into-insolvency Australian Wagyu and Japan’s own Kobe sirloin. Bring your carnivorously inclined date here, order a bottle or two of Malbec and settle in for the evening. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 6672; www.pimiento.pl; ul Stolarska 13; mains 69-1000zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-11pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




5Kuchnia u Babci Maliny POLISH €

map Google map

The owners of this cellar restaurant opted for a Polish peasant theme and ran with it a few miles. Simply descend the stairs and follow your nose to the dumplings, meat dishes and salads. One of the specialities worth a try is the house żurek (a sour rye soup flavoured with sausage), served here in a bread bowl. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 7601; www.kuchniaubabcimaliny.pl; ul Sławkowska 17; mains 18-35zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-11pm Mon-Fri, from noon Sat & Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




5Urara Sushi JAPANESE €€

map Google map

Perch on a blonde-wood stool inside this light and bright spot, specialising in Japanese and Taiwanese dishes, and order a shabu-shabu set, dipping your slivers of tofu, vegetables, beef or pork into steaming, umami-rich broth, or else opt for innovative sushi roll combos, a sashimi spread or tempura prawns or veg. (https://urarasushi.pl; ul Świętego Tomasza 19/4; mains 45-86zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-9.30pm; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 5, 10, 18, 19)




5KuKu Taiwan Bistro TAIWANESE €

map Google map

Local students, visitors and foodies with a passion for Taiwanese dumplings pile into this bustling, cheerful restaurant. Bowls of Taiwanese curry, wontons with set-your-lips-on-fire chilli sauce, and sesame soup noodles, along with bubble tea appear before you with maximum efficiency. (www.facebook.com/KukuTajwan; ul Szewska 6; mains 29-48zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11.30am-10.30pm; [image: icon-veggif]v)




The Young Poland Movement

The modernist art movement known as art nouveau that originated in Paris in 1895 and swept through Europe manifested itself in Poland as Mloda Polska (Young Poland), born out of opposition to the foreign partition of Poland, and comprising Impressionism, art nouveau, avant-garde theatre and bohemian decadence. Prominent Mloda Polska members included modernist painter Jan Stanislawski, muralist Józef Mehoffer and stained-glass maestro Stanisław Wyspiański, who began meeting regularly at Jama Michalika (map; [image: icon-phonegif]%796 998 248; www.jamamichalika.pl; ul Floriańska 45; mains 30-50zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-10pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44), where you can still admire the modernist stained glass and art nouveau woodwork. Another venerable fin-de-siècle venue associated with the movement is the flamboyant Teatr im Słowackiego, with its riot of neo-baroque motifs.




5Antler Poutine & Burger BURGERS €

map Google map

A must for homesick Canadians: a firmly tongue-in-cheek burger joint (the ‘Edmonton’ burger comes topped with cranberries and mayo), plus authentic poutine (fries swimming in gravy and smothered in melted cheese). Order at the counter and sit at one of the few stools or take away. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 349 0757; www.facebook.com/antlerkrakow; ul Wiślna 8; burgers 18-35zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-9pm Mon-Wed, to 10pm Thu-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 8, 13, 18, 20)




5Charlotte Chleb i Wino BAKERY €

map Google map

This is the Kraków branch of a popular Warsaw restaurant serving croissants, French breads, salads and sandwiches. The crowds on artsy Plac Szczepański are suitably stylish as they tuck into their croque-monsieurs and sip excellent but affordable French wines. The perfect stop for morning coffee. ([image: icon-phonegif]%600 807 880; www.bistrocharlotte.com; Plac Szczepański 2; salads & sandwiches 18-30zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-midnight Mon-Thu, to 1am Fri, 8am-1am Sat, 8am-10pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




Austrians & the Planty

The origins of Kraków’s pretty Planty Park (map; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 6, 8, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20, 24, 44) stem from a series of misfortunes going back to the partitions of Poland in the 18th century. In the decades after, Kraków was grabbed up by the Austrians, though no one knew what to expect.

The new administrators wanted to revamp the old Polish capital, making it less medieval-Slavic and more imperial-Habsburg. Decrepit dwellings, smelly stalls and charmless churches were torn down and brawny bridges and sanitising sewers were built up.

A main target of the reclamation project was the medieval wall. After five centuries, the barricade could no longer protect residents from modern artillery and siege tactics. The walls, towers and grandiose gates were dismantled, and the outer moats and trenches were filled in. In its place came a new green wall, a state-of-the-art park known as the Planty. Since the 1820s, the Planty has been the place to be in summer for seeking cool cover, with poplars overhead and lush lawns underfoot.






Drinking


6Café Camelot CAFE

map Google map

For coffee and the city’s most famous apple cake, try this genteel haven attached to a namesake theatre and hidden around an obscure street corner in the Old Town. Its cosy rooms are cluttered with lace-covered candlelit tables and a quirky collection of wooden figurines featuring spiritual or folkloric scenes. A great choice for breakfasts and brunches. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 421 0123; http://camelotcafe.pl; ul Św Tomasza 17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-midnight; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24)



[image: jpg]

Café Camelot | PAULSAT/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


6Knitted Coffee COFFEE

map Google map

Looking to stock up on quality yarn while sipping a superlative espresso or single-origin filter coffee? You’ve come to the right place: this is the Old Town outpost of the brainchild of two coffee-loving Cracovians who sought to combine their twin passions for quality caffeinated brew and knitting. (http://knittedcoffee.pl; ul Grodzka 11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-9pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 10, 18, 19, 20)




6Lindo GAY & LESBIAN

map Google map

A relative rarity for Kraków’s Old Town: a gay-friendly bar within easy walking distance of the Main Market Square. It has two levels, with a big cellar that gets lively on weekends. The staff is friendly and welcoming. ([image: icon-phonegif]%798 648 143; www.facebook.com/LindoKrakow; ul Sławkowska 23; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-midnight Sun & Mon, to 2am Tue-Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




6Café Philo CAFE

map Google map

Black-brick walls are lined with well-loved books and records. Worn leather furniture is populated by intellectual types who look like they might be plotting a revolution. Chatty bar staff and clientele reassure you that they are not. ([image: icon-phonegif]%513 067 996; www.facebook.com/PhiloKrakow; ul Wiślna 10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h24hr; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 10, 24, 52)




6Bonobo CAFE

map Google map

What could be better than a well-stocked travel bookshop? Why, a travel bookshop where you can linger over a decent espresso, glass of Chilean red, and vegan savoury tarts and cakes. (http://bo-no-bo.pl; Mały Rynek 4; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-11pm Mon-Fri, 3-11pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 10, 18, 19, 20)




6House of Beer CRAFT BEER

map Google map

Expect a dark-wood and leather-sofa setting, 21 draught taps and more than 200 bottles from all over Poland, plus guest beers from Germany, Lithuania and Belgium. Quality pub grub is available alongside: fish and chips, buffalo wings, pulled pork sandwiches and more. (https://houseofbeerkrakow.com; ul Świętego Tomasza 35; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2pm-midnight Sun-Thu, to 1.45am Fri & Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 5, 10, 18, 19)




6Pauza BAR

map Google map

Walk up a flight of stairs from within the Pasaż Bielaka ([image: icon-phonegif]%535 519 602; www.facebook.com/PasazBielaka; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-2am Sun-Thu, to 5am Fri & Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W) to find this beloved street-smart bar, known for its arty and alternative atmosphere. ([image: icon-phonegif]%608 601 522; www.facebook.com/KlubPauza; ul Stolarska 5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10-4am, to 2am Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




Obwarzanek: The King of Pretzels

One of the unmistakable signs you’ve arrived in Kraków are the stalls placed seemingly at every street corner selling the obwarzanek (ob-va-zhan-ek), a cross between a pretzel and a bagel. More than 200,000 of these chewy treats are baked and consumed in Kraków daily; get yours before lunchtime to ensure freshness.

These braided dough rings, parboiled, baked and then sprinkled with poppy or sesame seeds, are the forefathers of the non-braided (but equally parboiled) Jewish bagels that first appeared in Kazimierz in 1610. Obwarzanki was first mentioned in the court records of King Ladislaus II Jagiello in 1394. The Kraków Bakers’ Guild had a monopoly on obwarzanek production until the early 17th century, when rules were relaxed. Anyone can bake an obwarzanek now, including you, at the Obwarzanek Museum (www.muzeumobwarzanka.com).






Entertainment


3Harris Piano Jazz Bar JAZZ

map Google map

Lively jazz haunt housed in an atmospheric, intimate cellar right on the Main Market Square. Harris hosts jazz and blues bands most nights from around 9.30pm, but try to arrive at least an hour earlier to get a seat (or book by phone). Wednesday nights see weekly jam sessions (admission free). ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 421 5741; www.harris.krakow.pl; Rynek Główny 28; tickets 30-85zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-2am; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




3Teatr im Słowackiego OPERA, THEATRE

map Google map

This important theatre focuses on Polish classics and large-scale productions. It’s in a large and opulent building (1893) that’s patterned on the Paris Opera, and is northeast of the Main Market Square. Shows are often performed with English surtitles. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 424 4528; www.slowacki.krakow.pl; Plac Św Ducha 1; tickets 30-70zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hbox office 10am-7pm Mon-Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




3Jazz Club u Muniaka JAZZ

map Google map

Housed in a fine cellar, this is one of the best-known jazz outlets in Poland, the brainchild of saxophonist Janusz Muniak. There are concerts most nights from 9.30pm. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 423 1205; www.jazzumuniaka.club; ul Floriańska 3; tickets 35-50zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7pm-late; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




3Piano Rouge JAZZ

map Google map

This sumptuous cellar jazz club and restaurant is decked out with classic sofas, red velvets, louche lampshades and billowing lengths of colourful silk. Live jazz nightly around 9pm. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 431 0333; www.thepianorouge.com.pl; Rynek Główny 46; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9.30am-midnight; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)



[image: jpg]

Piano Rouge | IMAGE PROFESSIONALS GMBH/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©


3Szpitalna 1 LIVE MUSIC

map Google map

Awesome live-music club and cocktail bar with an eclectic programme of electronica, rock and occasional stand-up comedy nights. The cocktail menu is equally eclectic, with lots of retro faves like pina coladas, mai tais, Brandy Alexanders and daiquiris. Check the club’s Facebook page for events and ticket prices. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 430 6661; www.facebook.com/szpitalna1; ul Szpitalna 1; tickets 30-45zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3pm-3am Wed & Thu, to 6am Fri & Sat, to 11pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




More than Milk

Bar mleczny (milk bars) were designed as cheap, no-frills cafeterias, subsidised by the state during the communist era in order to provide simple meals for the poorest citizens. Milkbar Tomasza (map; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 1706; ul Św Tomasza 24; mains 18-28zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm Tue-Sat, from 9am Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 10, 24, 52) is a modern take on the theme, where paninis sit proudly beside the pierogi. Polskie Smaki (map; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 429 3869; www.polskie-smaki.pl; ul Św Tomasza 5; mains 15-28zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-10pm; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44) borders on elegant, but the food is straightforward.



[image: jpg]

Polskie Smaki | KEVIN GEORGE/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©




Shopping


7Galeria Dyląg ART

map Google map

This small, exclusive art gallery features modern Polish artists from the 1940s to the 1970s. Look for the Polish drip paintings, reminiscent of Jackson Pollock, from the late ’50s. Many of the pieces on sale here are from artists now displayed in museums. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 431 2521; www.dylag.pl; ul Św Tomasza 22; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-6pm Mon-Fri; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 10, 24, 52)




7Galeria Plakatu ART

map Google map

Poland has always excelled in the underrated art of making film posters and this amazing shop has the city’s largest and best choice of posters, created by many of Poland’s most prominent graphic artists. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 421 2640; www.cracowpostergallery.com; ul Stolarska 8-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-5pm Mon-Fri, 11am-2pm Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




7Iris Galerie GIFTS & SOUVENIRS

map Google map

They resemble alien planets: icy water worlds, or arid Tatouine-like entities. But look closely, and you’ll see that they are exceptionally high-res close-ups of irises, and here is your chance to turn your own eye into a unique work of art. (https://en.irisgalerie.com; ul Grodzka 4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Sun-Fri, to 8pm Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 4, 8, 13, 14)




7Kacper Ryx GIFTS & SOUVENIRS

map Google map

A one-stop shop for all your gift and souvenir needs. High-quality carved woodwork, pottery, traditional shirts and dresses – just about anything you can think of to stick in the suitcase to take home. Enter through the Hipolit House, a branch of the Kraków City History Museum that contains faithful recreations of townhouse interiors from the 17th to early 19th centuries, which is situated next door. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 426 4549; www.sklep.kacperryx.pl; Plac Mariacki 3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 6pm Sat, noon-5pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




7Salon Antyków Pasja ANTIQUES

map Google map

This well-established antique salon is like a small museum; its three rooms are stuffed with clocks, maps, paintings, lamps, sculptures and furniture. Come to think of it, it’s better than a museum, because if you see something you like, you can take it home. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 429 1096; www.antykwariat-pasja.pl; ul Jagiellońska 9; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 4pm Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




7Galeria Boruni JEWELLERY

map Google map

Amberphiles should stop by this growing retail empire, with cases and cases of amber rings, necklaces, brooches and earrings, plus a ‘museum’ (free admission), where you can see how amber is cut, polished and set. Boruni includes a certificate of quality with each purchase. There’s another branch and gallery near Wawel Hill. ([image: icon-phonegif]%601 824 646; https://boruni.pl; ul Św Jana 4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-8pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)












Kazimierz

For much of its 700-year history, Kazimierz was an independent town with its own municipal charter and laws. Its mixed Jewish and Christian populations created a pair of distinctive communities side by side over the centuries. These days, Kazimierz does double-duty. It’s home to many of the city’s most important Jewish heritage sites as well as its most popular cafes, clubs and restaurants.

[image: jpg]

Kazimierz | NOWACZYK/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


The Short List

AGalicia Jewish Museum Pondering the fate of the region’s Jewish population through photographs.

AOld Synagogue Learning Jewish rituals that were such an important part of life for centuries.

ARemuh Cemetery Glimpsing back hundreds of years to the origins of Jewish Kazimierz in Renaissance times.

ATempel Synagogue Admiring the synagogue’s lavish restoration that brought back to life its mid-19th-century glamour.

ACorpus Christi Church Noting the size and prominence of this beautiful Gothic church.




Getting There & Around

[image: icon-tramgif]j 3, 19 and 24 serve eastern Kazimierz, close to the former Jewish Ghetto.

[image: icon-tramgif]j 6, 8, 10 and 13 run to the western part near Plac Wolnica.







Top ExperienceSee the past at Galicia Jewish Museum



This museum takes a different tack in exploring Jewish history and the impact of the Holocaust. Instead of presenting objects from the past, the main exhibitions are built around hundreds of contemporary photos of places that once played an important role in Jewish culture and heritage. The effect is to help us to see the past through the present day.

[image: jpg]

LINDASKY76/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


map Google map

[image: icon-phonegif]%12 421 6842

www.galiciajewishmuseum.org

ul Dajwór 18

adult/concession 20/15zł

[image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm

[image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24






yTop Tips

AThe museum has one of the area’s best bookshops, with plenty of titles on Polish and Galician history, Judaica and the Holocaust.

AIt also runs tours around Kazimierz and Podgórze as well as further afield to the Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial & Museum.

AThis is one of the few important museums around town that is open on Mondays throughout the year.




5Take a Break

The museum has its own cafe.

Nearby Bagelmama ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 346 1646; www.facebook.com/bagelmama; ul Dajwór 10b; bagels 15-20zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24) has great bagel sandwiches and coffee for a quick pick-me-up. It also does light lunches, like wraps and bowls of chilli.





Traces of Memory

The centrepiece of the museum is a moving photographic essay titled ‘Traces of Memory: A Contemporary Look at the Jewish Past in Poland’ that depicts modern-day remnants of the once-thriving Jewish community in the southeast of the country. The exhibition was the brainchild of the late photographer Chris Schwarz, together with Jonathan Webber.




Unfinished Memory

‘An Unfinished Memory: Jewish Heritage and the Holocaust in Eastern Galicia’, employs the same techniques used to explore Jewish history and memory, but pushes the geographic boundary to Eastern Galicia (today’s Western Ukraine). Based on photos and text by Jason Francisco, the exhibit considers the continuing impact of Jewish heritage in the region.




Temporary Exhibitions

The museum has carved out a reputation for staging important temporary exhibitions that compliment the institution’s purpose. Some of our favourite past shows include a series of video testimonies from Holocaust survivors and an exhibition on ‘Polish Heroes: Those Who Rescued Jews’.




Cultural Programme

The museum goes beyond the writ of standard history museums by actively promoting and staging dramatic and musical performances. Many of these are timed to coincide with city festivals, such as the Festival of Jewish Culture, held in late June or early July. Consult the website for current events.








Walking TourChristian & Jewish Kazimierz


Most tours focus exclusively on Jewish Kazimierz, but the truth is that the district was home to important communities of both Christians and Jews over the centuries. This walking tour demonstrates the area’s remarkable diversity.


Walk Facts

Start Pauline Church of SS Michael & Stanislaus

End Galicia Jewish Museum

Length 3km; two hours



[image: jpg]


1Ancient Monastery

Start by taking in the impressive Pauline Church of SS Michael & Stanislaus, with its mid-18th century baroque exterior (hiding a much longer history) and commanding views over the Vistula. The crypt below the main entrance holds the remains of eminent cultural figures, including Nobel Prize–winning writer Czesław Miłosz (1911–2004).




2Gothic Splendour

Follow the tiny lane east to find the massive St Catherine’s Church (Kościół Św Katarzyny; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 430 6242; www.kazimierz.augustianie.pl; ul Augustiańska 7; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Fri, 11am-2pm Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13). This structure dates from the earliest days of the 14th century, when Kazimierz was a separate town from Kraków. The Gothic exterior is unchanged, and the spacious interior is used for concerts and festival events.




3The Parish Church

Cross busy ul Krakowska and Plac Wolnica to see another Gothic beauty, Corpus Christi Church from 1340. This was Kazimierz’s main parish church. The stark exterior is Gothic, but the interior is baroque, with early-15th-century stained-glass windows.




4Entering the Jewish Quarter

Leave the historically Christian area as you walk east along ul Św Wawrzyńca and into the former Jewish quarter. Turn left at ul Wąska to see the evocative facade of the High Synagogue. It’s inactive today, but has an interesting photo exhibition on the 2nd floor.




5Renaissance Cemetery

Wind your way east through the narrow streets until you end up at ul Szeroka, traditionally the centre of the Jewish quarter. Near the northern end are the 16th-century Remuh Synagogue and its adjacent cemetery.




6Sacral Objects

The late-15th-century Old Synagogue – true to its name – is the oldest surviving synagogue in the country. The museum inside is a great primer on local Jewish history and sacral objects.




7Moving Photography

Just outside the main Jewish quarter, along gritty ul Dajwor, the Galicia Jewish Museum aims to link the city’s (and region’s) lost Jewish heritage to the modern day through photographs and text.







Walking TourGallery Hopping in Kazimierz


Kazimierz is great for hunting down quirky shops and galleries that go beyond the standard souvenir and amber shops. Rents are still low enough (though they’re rising fast) to allow individual owners to hawk their own creations or sell genuine antiques at junk-shop prices – though you’ll need a good eye to distinguish the truly valuable from the merely interesting.


Walk Facts

Start Raven Gallery

End Błażko Jewellery Design

Length 3km; three hours



[image: jpg]


1Cubism to Modern

Art curator Zofia Kruk has assembled a small but impressive collection of Polish paintings from the 1930s to the present at Raven Gallery ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 431 1129; www.raven.krakow.pl; ul Brzozowa 7; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-6pm Mon-Fri, to 3pm Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j17, 22, 52). Prices are high but fair for the quality on offer.




2The Old Shop

A tonic to the high-end art galleries, the very musty Stary Szklep toes that very fine line between antique shop and junk shop. It’s lots of fun to poke around in.




3Vintage Postcards

Galeria LueLue ([image: icon-phonegif]%728 551 024; www.luelue.pl; ul Miodowa 22; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j17, 22, 52) specialises in vintage photographs, including stunning B&Ws of life in Kraków in the 1920s and ’30s. Most are affordable copies, but there are some originals as well.




4Heaps of Memories

Descend into the cellar of the Judaica Foundation ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 430 6449; www.judaica.pl; ul Meiselsa 17; admission free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-9pm, to 4pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13) to find centuries of cast-off personal effects on display. Anything you can think of – paintings, posters, jewellery – you’ll find in the piles down here.




5Retro Fashion

Vanilla ([image: icon-phonegif]%500 542 114; ul Meiselsa 7; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm, to 4pm Sat, 10am-3pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13) sells secondhand women’s clothing from well-known international designers at a fraction of what the goods originally fetched in luxury boutiques.




6Not All Superheros Wear Capes

Down Schindler’s Passage, 7th Continent (https://7th-continent.com; ul Józefa 12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j8, 10, 13, 72) caters to those who enjoy seeing cats and dogs in superhero poses, plus improbably attired politicians (Clinton as Wonder Woman, Xi as Superman etc).




7Back to the Future

The communist period was unexpectedly fruitful in interior and product design. Poke your nose in at the Szpeje ([image: icon-phonegif]%798 504 458; www.szpeje.com; ul Józefa 9; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-7pm Thu-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13) branch in Kazimierz to see how fresh some of those old designs still look.




8High-End Jewellery

The eye-catching creations of Grzegorz Błażko are on display at Błażko Jewellery Design ([image: icon-phonegif]%579 056 456; www.blazko.pl; ul Józefa 11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 3pm Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13), a small workshop in the heart of Kazimierz’s gallery area on ul Józefa.
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1Top Experiences

 Galicia Jewish MuseumH4




1Sights

1Old SynagogueG3

2Remuh CemeteryF3

3Corpus Christi ChurchE5

4Tempel SynagogueE2

5Plac NowyE3

6High SynagogueG4

7Kupa SynagogueF3

8Remuh SynagogueG3

9Isaac SynagogueF3

10Museum of Engineering & TechnologyF5

11Pauline Church of SS Michael & StanislausB5

12Ethnographic MuseumE5

13Jarden Tourist AgencyG2




5Eating

14Bottiglieria 1881F5

15SąsiedziF3

16Smaki GruziD4

17KarakterF2

18Restauracja Pod BaranemC1

19Dawno Temu Na KazimierzuG2

20Pierwszy StopieńD5

21Hana SushiF3

22Kuchnia u DorotyD4

23Hummus AmamamusiD4

24Pho EverH4

25ChinkalniaF6

26Good LoodE5

27Alchemia od KuchniE3

28Klezmer-HoisG2

29ArielG3

30Jinling DumplingD4

31StarkaE4




6Drinking

32HevreE4

33SomniumD4

34Yellow Monkey CoffeeC1

 Cheder(see 6)

35Artefakt CafeG3

36MleczarniaE3

37Karma Coffee RoasteryF5

38AlchemiaE3

39Weźże KraftaH4

40Czarna OwcaH4

41T.E.A. Time Brew PubB4

42OmertaF3

43Pub PropagandaE3

44NOTO Wine BarE4




7Shopping

 Austeria(see 6)

45Lookarna IllustrationsE4

46Antykwariat na KazimierzuE4

47Stary SklepF2












Sights


1Old Synagogue MUSEUM

map Google map

This synagogue, dating from the 15th century, is the oldest surviving Jewish house of worship in Poland. During WWII, it was plundered and partly destroyed by the Germans, but it has since been restored. The prayer hall, complete with a reconstructed bimah (raised platform at the centre where the Torah is read) and the original aron kodesh (the niche in the eastern wall where Torah scrolls are kept), houses an exhibition of important liturgical objects. (Stara Synagoga; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 0962; www.muzeumkrakowa.pl; ul Szeroka 24; adult/concession 18/14zł, free Tue; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-2pm Mon, 9am-5pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




1Remuh Cemetery CEMETERY

map Google map

This evocative cemetery stands just behind the Remuh Synagogue and dates to the Renaissance period of the 16th century. It was the quarter’s main burial ground before it was closed for hygienic reasons in the late 18th century, when the larger New Jewish Cemetery was established. During WWII, the Germans vandalised the tombstones, but some 700 grave markers, including some outstanding Renaissance examples, have been recovered. The admission includes entry to the synagogue. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 429 5735; www.krakow.jewish.org.pl; ul Szeroka 40; adult/concession 10/5zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Mon-Thu; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




1Corpus Christi Church CHURCH

map Google map

In the northeastern corner of Plac Wolnica, the Corpus Christi (founded in 1340) was the first church in Kazimierz and for a long time the town’s parish church. Its interior has been almost totally fitted out with baroque furnishings, including the huge high altar, extraordinary massive carved stalls in the chancel and a boat-shaped pulpit. Note the surviving early-15th-century stained-glass window in the sanctuary and the crucifix hanging above the chancel. (Parafia Bożego Ciała w Krakowie; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 430 5995; www.bozecialo.net; ul Bożego Ciała 26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-7pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13)




1Tempel Synagogue SYNAGOGUE

map Google map

One of the quarter’s most visually arresting synagogues, the Tempel dates from the mid-19th century. It was built in Moorish style and then given a lavish makeover over the past decades after being partially destroyed by the occupying Germany army in WWII. It’s inactive these days, but still holds occasional concerts and special events. (Synagoga Tempel; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 430 5411; www.krakow.jewish.org.pl; ul Miodowa 24; adult/student 10/5zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Sun-Fri; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 17, 19, 22, 24, 52)




1Plac Nowy SQUARE

map Google map

The centre of Kazimierz is marked by this popular square, with its signature early-20th-century roundhouse at the centre. This was once the commercial heart of the former Jewish quarter. These days it’s a place to chill between bars and perhaps indulge in a zapiekanka, an open-faced baguette ‘pizza’ consisting of a combination of baked cheeses and other toppings, sold from stalls in the roundhouse. Weekends bring flea markets. (Plac Nowy; admission free; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13)



[image: jpg]

Plac Nowy | J2R/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


1High Synagogue SYNAGOGUE

map Google map

This former place of worship was built around 1560, in Renaissance style, and is the third-oldest synagogue after the Old and Remuh synagogues. The High Synagogue takes its name from the fact that the prayer hall was situated on the 1st (upper) floor, while the ground floor was given over to shops. The synagogue is inactive and holds a permanent photographic exhibition on the families of Kazimierz. The ground floor holds a branch of the Jewish bookshop chain, Austeria. (Synagoga Wysoka; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 430 6889; www.krakow.jewish.org.pl; ul Józefa 38; adult/concession 12/9zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9.30am-7pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




1Kupa Synagogue SYNAGOGUE

map Google map

This small synagogue, which started life as a hospital, dates from the mid-16th century and was partly built into the Kazimierz city walls (still visible today). It was looted during WWII and only restored at the start of the 21st century. Notable features include rich ceiling frescoes from the 1920s and some unusual zodiac paintings. There’s a small exhibition in the former women’s gallery (upstairs) dedicated to Jewish life in Poland after WWII. (Synagoga Kupa; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 429 5735; www.krakow.jewish.org.pl; ul Warszauera 8, enter from ul Miodowa 27; adult/student 10/5zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9.30am-6pm, to 4pm Fri; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




1Remuh Synagogue SYNAGOGUE

map Google map

Near the northern end of ul Szeroka is the district’s smallest synagogue and one of only two in the area still used regularly for religious services. The Remuh Synagogue was established in 1558 by a rich merchant, Israel Isserles, and is associated with his son Rabbi Moses Isserles, a philosopher and scholar. The admission fee covers access to the adjacent cemetery. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 429 5735; www.krakow.jewish.org.pl; ul Szeroka 40; adult/concession 10/5zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Sun-Thu; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




1Isaac Synagogue SYNAGOGUE

map Google map

Near the southwestern edge of the Remuh Cemetery is Kraków’s largest synagogue, dating from 1638. Following partial destruction in WWII, it was returned to the Jewish community in 1989. Inside you can see the remains of the original stucco work and wall painting. The synagogue has been restored and now houses a modest exhibition titled ‘In Memory of Polish Jews’. (Synagoga Izaaka; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 430 2222; www.krakow.jewish.org.pl; ul Jakuba 25, enter from ul Kupa 18; adult/concession 10/5zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8.30am-6pm, to 2.30pm Fri; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




1Museum of Engineering & Technology MUSEUM

map Google map

Occupying the former tram depot, this interactive museum stampedes through the history of humanity and its technological innovations. Exhibitions cover everything from ancient trade routes, Greek town design, and Roman road building and aqueducts, to futuristic flights of fancy (human colonies on Mars), the latest in urban robotics (Dubai’s Ehang 184 sky taxi, Estonia’s food delivery robot) and the challenges of climate change. Also covered are two Industrial Revolutions and inventions that transformed the world (steam engine, the railway, telegraph, telephone, typewriter etc). (Muzeum Inżynierii Miejskiej; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 428 6600; www.mimk.com.pl; ul Św Wawrzyńca 15; adult/child 35/28zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




1Pauline Church of SS Michael & Stanislaus CHURCH

map Google map

Skałka, as this functioning monastery and religious shrine is called locally, dates to the early days of the Polish kingdom. In 1079, Bishop Stanisław Szczepanowski, later declared a Polish patron saint, was beheaded here by King Bolesław Śmiały (Boleslaus the Bold): the tree trunk where the deed was done is next to the altar. The church’s baroque look comes from a mid-18th-century redesign. The crypt (closed December to February) shelters several eminent cultural figures, including Nobel-winning poet Czesław Miłosz (1911–2004). (Skałka; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 619 0900; www.skalka.paulini.pl; ul Skałeczna 15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-7pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13)




1Ethnographic Museum MUSEUM

map Google map

Inside the 16th-century former town hall, the excellent Ethnographic Museum provides a deep dive into Polish rural culture. Peruse reconstructed interiors of traditional Polish peasant cottages, explore the hardships of Polish serfdom, and admire beautifully embroidered traditional costume. Rzeczy Ludskie (Human Objects) asks you to view possessions taken out of context (painted Easter egg, illiterate farmer’s prayer book…) while contemplating the complexity of individual lives. The final section consists of folk art, from wood carvings to extraordinary Christmas cribs. (Muzeum Etnograficzne; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 430 5575; www.etnomuzeum.eu; Plac Wolnica 1; adult/concession 18/10zł, Sun free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13)




1Jarden Tourist Agency CULTURAL

map Google map

Mainly Jewish-themed tours, including two- and three-hour walking tours of Kazimierz and Podgórze, as well as a popular two-hour driving tour of places made famous by the film Schindler’s List. Tours are priced per person, ranging from 50zł to 100zł, depending on the number participating. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 429 1374; www.jarden.pl; ul Szeroka 2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




A Short History of Kazimierz

These days Kazimierz feels wholly integrated into Kraków, but it wasn’t always that way. For the first several centuries of its existence, beginning in the 14th century, Kazimierz was a separate town.

Jewish families started migrating here in larger numbers in the early 16th century, joining a growing and important Catholic population. Though the two religious groups were divided from each other, they co-existed (mostly peacefully) through the centuries.

The German occupation during WWII led to the destruction of the Jewish community here, and after the war Kazimierz fell into neglect and disrepair.

During communist rule, Kazimierz was largely a forgotten district of Kraków, and descended into something of a slum. Then, in the early 1990s, along came Steven Spielberg to shoot Schindler’s List and everything changed overnight. In the past couple of decades, clubs and bars have returned to the area, bringing in a new permanent population of students and professionals.





Eating


5Bottiglieria 1881 POLISH €€€

map Google map

Kraków’s only Michelin-starred restaurant turns Polish tradition on its head. Two tasting menus are on offer that make the most of the seasonal Polish larder, and dishes with names such as ‘Treasures of the Forest’ and ‘Childhood Memory’ are presented with aplomb either in the centuries-old cellar or by the open kitchen. Menus are accompanied by wines from Kraków’s best-stocked cellar. (https://1881.com.pl; ul Bocheńska 5; tasting menu 690zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5pm-midnight Tue-Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 4, 5, 8, 10, 13, 14, 18, 20)




5Sąsiedzi POLISH €€

map Google map

Dine on excellent, meat-heavy Polish mains downstairs in an evocative cellar, or in the secluded garden. There are wild boar and beef tenderloins, grilled to thrilling shades of rust, deer tongue with pickled artichoke, and a supporting cast of hearty, warming soups and boozy desserts. Reservations are strongly recommended. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 654 8353; www.sasiedzi.oberza.pl; ul Miodowa 25; mains 56-130zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri-Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




5Smaki Gruzi GEORGIAN €€

map Google map

The many highlights of Georgian cuisine are all present and correct here, from the pkhali (vegetable meze) with its distinctive khmeli suneli herb mix to the superb array of fresh khachapuri (bread topped with melted sheep’s cheese) and the mutton-filled chinkali (dumplings), dribbling steaming, fragrant broth. ([image: icon-phonegif]%088 343 3423; www.facebook.com/smaki.gruzji.krakow; Józefa Dietla 33; mains 22-52; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-10pm; [image: icon-veggif]v)




5Karakter POLISH €€

map Google map

Karakter feels unique in Kazimierz in that there’s no theme or shtick, only a menu that promises a modern whole-animal, farm-to-table approach. Unusual mains includes horse sweetbreads and ostrich tartare, and there’s slow-cooked beef ribs and duck breasts for the offal-adverse. Service is excellent. The lunch menu (51zł) is a low-risk way of sampling the spoils. ([image: icon-phonegif]%795 818 123; www.facebook.com/karakter.restauracja; ul Brzozowa 17; mains 48-65zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-11pm Tue-Sun, from 5pm Mon; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




5Restauracja Pod Baranem POLISH €€

map Google map

A smart, white-linen restaurant, complete with original artworks on the walls, and a meat-driven menu featuring mains like veal with porcini mushrooms, pork chops and beef tripe. It also just happens to serve gluten-free, well-done Polish classics like pierogi and potato pancakes. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 429 4022; www.podbaranem.com; ul Św Gertrudy 21; mains 36-85zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-10pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 10, 13, 18)




5Dawno Temu Na Kazimierzu JEWISH €€

map Google map

Arguably the smallest and most atmospheric of several restaurants in Kazimierz playing on the old-time Jewish theme. The traditional Polish-Jewish cooking (think hearty variations of lamb and duck) is very good, and the warm, candlelit space, with klezmer music playing in the background, make this the perfect spot to enjoy this part of Kraków. (Once Upon a Time in Kazimierz; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 421 2117; https://szeroka1.com; ul Szeroka 1; mains 28-60zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-10.30pm Mon-Sat, to 11pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)



[image: jpg]

Dawno Temu Na Kazimierzu | MATT MUNRO/LONELY PLANET ©


5Pierwszy Stopień POLISH €€

map Google map

Brimming with plants, Pierwszy Stopień takes a different approach. While the light-touch dishes lean towards carnivore-pleasing, the vegetarian dishes are not a mere afterthought: the pearl barley kashotto with white asparagus and fresh porcini mushrooms is a thing of beauty and the flavours spot-on. (https://pierwszystopien.pl; ul Krakowska 17; mains 50-115zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h1-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, noon-10pm Sun; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j8, 10, 13, 72)




5Hana Sushi ASIAN €€

map Google map

Expect a stylish, minimalist interior and a real dedication to Japanese and Korean flavours, with toro (tuna belly) sashimi and tempura prawns appearing alongside bibimbap (rice dish), bulgogi (grilled meat) and kimchi jjigae (pork belly with kimchi. Beautifully presented dishes are delivered with a light touch, and the lunchtime bento boxes are wallet-friendly. ([image: icon-phonegif]%608 576 255; http://hanasushikrakow.pl; ul Kupa 12; mains 37-110zł, sushi sets 36zł-199zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-10pm Tue-Thu & Sun, to 11pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13, 18)




5Kuchnia u Doroty POLISH €

map Google map

With its homey tablecloths and sweet service, this spot offers a comforting carb-fest embrace of pierogi, potato pancakes and hearty stews, just like your Polish mama used to make. (www.facebook.com/kuchniaudoroty; ul Augustiańska 4; mains 10-20zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-9pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j8, 10, 13)




5Hummus Amamamusi MIDDLE EASTERN €€

map Google map

This tiny place on the western side of busy ul Krakowska transforms the humble chickpea into an art form. Choose from various flavours, either ‘classic’ or seasoned with chilli, horseradish or garlic, or opt for the veggie spin on the Reuben sandwich, shakshuka or a falafel wrap, washed down with good coffee or kombucha. ([image: icon-phonegif]%533 306 288; www.hummus-amamamusi.pl; ul Meiselsa 4; mains 28-45zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-8pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13, 18)




5Pho Ever TAIWANESE €€

map Google map

Cheerful and plant bedecked, this Taiwanese bistro is much more than just poke bowls and bubble tea (though both are present and correct, the latter with taro pearls). The fragrant shrimp chilli wonton is a life-affirming slap of umami and heat, the noodle soups are filling winter warmers and there are plentiful veggie options. (https://poketaiwan.com; ul Dajwór 25c; mains 30-50zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11.30am-9.30pm; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 3, 5, 17, 19)




5Chinkalnia GEORGIAN €€

map Google map

At this semi-rustic Georgian joint, the grilled shashlik (meat skewers) are juicy, the adjari khachapuri is a perfect boat made of bread, carrying its precious cargo of sulguni and imeruli cheese, topped with an egg, and the assortment of pkhali (Georgian vegetarian mezze) is spiced with a unique herb mix. A decent array of Georgian wines, too. (www.facebook.com/chinkalniakrakowmostowa; ul Mostowa 14; mains 25-42zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 4, 5, 8, 10, 13, 14, 18)




5Good Lood ICE CREAM €

map Google map

This buzzing Kazimierz spot is a branch of a highly popular ice-cream chain, featuring fresh, additive-free ice cream made from locally sourced ingredients. Opt for the poppy seed, or try the caramel with pink Himalayan salt. (www.goodlood.com; Plac Wolnica 11; per scoop 6zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13)




5Alchemia od Kuchni BURGERS €

map Google map

Craft beers, burgers and hummus ‘bowls’ (hummus topped with fish or beef sauce), served up in a minimalist gastropub setting of exposed brick and concrete flooring. The vibe is just right for a casual meal and meet-up. ([image: icon-phonegif]%882 044 299; www.facebook.com/AlchemiaOdKuchni; ul Estery 5; mains 33-38zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-11pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 17, 19, 22, 24, 52)




5Klezmer-Hois JEWISH €€

map Google map

Klezmer-Hois evokes pre-war Kazimierz, with its tables covered in lace and artwork inspired by the shtetl (Jewish town). Warm up with a bowl of delicious soup invented by Yankiel the Innkeeper of Berdytchov, or sample the stuffed goose necks. In the evening, folks gather for concerts of traditional Jewish music (8pm). ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 411 1245; www.klezmer.pl; ul Szeroka 6; mains 40-82zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-9.30pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j3,19, 24)




Local Tip: Where to Eat & Drink

Magdlena Pieculewicz-Chacon from Delicious Poland, a food tour company, gives her tips on the best places to eat and drink in Kraków.

Hamsa (Kazimierz)

Great hummus in a 15th-century building. If you’re eating here, feel free to go upstairs and explore the hidden corners.

Kochanka (Kazimierz)

This vodka bar off Plac Novy is popular with students; it does vodka shots for 6zł apiece. Just don’t expect it to be top-shelf stuff!

Mirror Pierogi Bystro (Kazimierz)

I rarely make pierogi at home because it’s messy and takes a long time. This place does a fantastic range of sweet and savoury pierogi – not just with potatoes or meat. The cherry and the raspberry pierogi remind me of when I was a kid; sweet dinners were invented to keep children happy.

CK Browar (Western Kraków)

It’s located in a cellar off ul Podwale; most of our best bars are in cellars. It does flights of five ‘tasters’ that add up to a pint in total.




5Ariel JEWISH €€

map Google map

One of several Jewish restaurants in and around ul Szeroka, this atmospheric joint is packed with old-fashioned timber furniture and portraits, and serves a range of traditional dishes such as goose neck stuffed with chicken livers. Try the Berdytchov soup (beef, honey and cinnamon) for a tasty starter. There’s often live klezmer music here at night. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 421 7920; www.ariel-krakow.pl; ul Szeroka 17/18; mains 38-82zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-midnight; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




5Jinling Dumpling SICHUAN €€

map Google map

This casual restaurant specialises in authentic Sichuan flavours alongside a delectable array of dim sum. Glass noodles with pork mince (‘ants climbing a tree’) and the Sichuan-style fish in fiery broth will make you hurt so good. (www.foodjinling.com; ul Józefa Dietla 39; mains 35-100; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11.30am-10.30pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 3, 4, 5, 13, 14)




5Starka POLISH €€

map Google map

Starka is a fine-dining spin on the carnivorous experience par excellence. Meat lovers should try the pork knuckle, but only go full size if you’ve fasted for some time. Starka also makes its own vodka, and lovers of the drink are encouraged to be adventurous and try an unusual flavour. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 430 6538; www.starka.com.pl; ul Józefa 14; mains 31-55zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-11pm, to midnight Fri & Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13)




After-Hours Munchies

Kraków has loads of restaurants, but come 11pm most serious food options close down. Thankfully, street-food purveyors keep going, giving you ample opportunity to quash the late-night munchies. Kazimierz has long been synonymous with late-night dining, with the roundhouse on Plac Novy being ground zero for the humble zapiekanka (‘poor man’s pizza’ from communist times – originally a baguette topped with ketchup and melted cheese). However, Kazimierz’ streetside dining repertoire extends much further: it boasts the greatest concentration of food-truck parks of any Kraków neighbourhood.

The pick of the lot is Skwer Judah (map; www.facebook.com/skwerjudah; ul Św Wawrzyńca 16; mains 10-25zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-11pm, to 1am Fri & Sat, to 10pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24), named after the giant Lion of Zion mural, its dozen trucks serving the likes of Belgian fries, Knitted Coffee brew and dumplings, alongside show-stopping maczanka (Cracovian pulled-pork sandwiches) from the Andrus Food Truck. More central, Plac Izaaka (www.facebook.com/PlacIzaakaStreetFood; ul Ciemnej 2; mains 12-25zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h1-8pm Mon-Sat, to 7pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 17, 19, 24) features a draught beer station. Outside Kazimierz, north of the Old Town, look out for summer-only Hype Park (www.facebook.com/hypeparkkrakow; ul Kamienna 12; mains 15-25zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6pm-late Fri & Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 5, 18, 19, 50) – a train warehouse-turned-concert venue with outdoor chill-out zones and numerous food trucks and bars.






Drinking


6Hevre CLUB

map Google map

After all of those tiny, cramped Kazimierz bars, spacious Hevre, occupying a former Jewish prayer house with beautiful stained glass, is a breath of fresh air. By day, Hevre serves as a civilised cafe-restaurant combo and a superb place to chill with a drink over a good book. After dark, the crowds pile in for DJs and dancing upstairs and downstairs. ([image: icon-phonegif]%509 413 626; www.facebook.com/hevrekazimierz; ul Beera Meiselsa 18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-2am, to 4am Fri & Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13)




6Somnium COFFEE

map Google map

Snug cafe doing great things with single-origin beans from top roasters in Poland and further afield. Killer espressos and two tiny tables outside for people-watching. (www.facebook.com/SomniumCafeBarCracow; ul Beera Meiselsa 5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm Mon-Thu, to 8pm Fri-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j8, 10, 13, 72)




6Yellow Monkey Coffee COFFEE

map Google map

Thimble-sized coffee shop with flamboyant, tropical-style decor, superb filter coffee and espresso, congenial baristas and homemade cakes. (www.facebook.com/WiktoriaYM; ul Św Gertrudy 17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 4, 8, 10, 13, 14, 18)




6Cheder CAFE

map Google map

Unlike most of the other Jewish-themed places in Kazimierz, this cafe aims to entertain and educate. Named after a traditional Hebrew school, it offers access to a decent library in Polish and English, regular readings and films, and coffee brewed in a traditional Turkish copper pot with cinnamon and cardamom. ([image: icon-phonegif]%515 732 226; www.cheder.pl; ul Józefa 36; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-10pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




6Artefakt Cafe CAFE

map Google map

This much-loved cafe has two front rooms and a small garden at the back. Bookshelves line the walls of one room, complete with sofas and glossy copies of Architectural Digest, while big photos – part of a rotating photo exhibition – hang in the other. In addition to its coffee, it offers a large selection of bottled craft beers and ample breakfasts. ([image: icon-phonegif]%535 799 666; www.artefakt-cafe.pl; ul Dajwór 3; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-3am; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




6Mleczarnia CAFE

map Google map

Mleczarnia wins the prize for best little beer garden – located across the street from the cafe. If it’s raining, the cafe itself is a warm and cosy spot, with crowded bookshelves and portrait-covered walls. Interesting beverages available include mead, and cocoa with cherry vodka. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 421 8532; www.mle.pl; ul Meiselsa 20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-1am; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13)




6Karma Coffee Roastery COFFEE

map Google map

Perch on a chair so distressed that it’s practically inconsolable on the romantically overgrown garden terrace to sip an excellent espresso or filter coffee. (www.karmaroasters.com; ul Świętego Wawrzyńca 9; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-8pm Sun-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 4, 5, 8, 10, 13, 14, 18, 20, 24)




6Alchemia CAFE

map Google map

This landmark Kazimierz cafe set the district’s shabby-cool aesthetic of candlelit tables and a companionable gloom years ago and is still going strong today. Alchemia hosts occasional live-music gigs throughout the week. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 421 2200; www.alchemia.com.pl; ul Estery 5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-2am Tue-Sun, from 10am Mon; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




6Weźże Krafta CRAFT BEER

map Google map

Industrial-themed, always-busy beer garden with vast murals that pairs 25 rotating brews (its own and guests’) with seriously good Neapolitan pizza. (www.facebook.com/wezzekrafta; ul Dajwór 16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-11pm Mon-Wed, to 2am Fri & Sat, 3-11pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




6Czarna Owca WINE BAR

map Google map

Compact, friendly bar with numerous global wines by the glass, occasional live music and tapas. (https://czarnaowcawinobar.pl; ul Dajwór 20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-1am; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 3, 5, 17, 19, 24)




6T.E.A. Time Brew Pub MICROBREWERY

map Google map

The first and only real-ale pub in Kraków was predictably started by an Englishman with a taste for the proper stuff. All brewed on-site, their range of beer goes from cask to hand pump, producing crowd favourites such as the Nettlethrasher and England’s Glory. Be sure to catch the lively weekly pub quiz on Mondays, or just settle in with some tasty snacks and a flight of five brews. ([image: icon-phonegif]%517 601 503; www.teatimebrewery.com; ul Dietla 1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-1am Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri, noon-2am Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 3, 4, 5, 13)




Jewish-Themed Events

In addition to the annual Jewish Culture Festival (www.jewishfestival.pl) in late June and early July, the Judaica Foundation in Kazimierz maintains an active calendar of exhibitions and discussions.




6Omerta CRAFT BEER

map Google map

Packed, Godfather-themed beer-buff hangout with 28 ales on draught (domestic and international) and a buzzy atmosphere. (www.facebook.com/omertapub; ul Kupa 3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-midnight Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13, 18)




6Pub Propaganda BAR

map Google map

This is another one of those cellar bars full of communist nostalgia, but so real are the banners and mementos here that we almost started singing The Internationale. Killer cocktails. ([image: icon-phonegif]%600 331 922; www.pubpropaganda.eu; ul Miodowa 20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-2am Sun-Thu, to 5am Fri & Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)



[image: jpg]

Pub Propaganda | KRZYSZTOF DYDYNSKI/LONELY PLANET ©


6NOTO Wine Bar WINE BAR

map Google map

The menu at this sleek bar circumnavigates the globe, from Uruguay to New Zealand, via several tasty Polish vintages. Be prepared to pay more for home-grown tipples than other European wines. There’s also an appealing outdoor terrace. (www.notowino.pl; ul Beera Meiselsa 14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-11pm Mon-Fri, noon-midnight Sat, 2-10pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j8, 10, 13, 72)




Krazy ’bout Klezmer

Walk along ul Szeroka on any given evening, and you’ll hear the strains of klezmer wafting from Klezmer Hois, Ariel and Dawno Temu Na Kazimierzu – some are plaintive and representative of East European klezmer while others are more energetic and fused with rock and even Afro-pop and hip-hop.

Klezmer’s origins are lost in the mist of time, but it’s believed to be rooted in the haunting melodies of travelling Ashkenazi Jewish musicians in medieval times. They are thought to have incorporated assorted musical influences en route, from exuberant Balkan Roma flair and the passionate nigunim (melodies) of 18th-century Hasidic Jews to the instruments that define klezmer today: violin, upright bass, clarinet and cimbalom.

Extinguished in Kraków by the occupying Germans in WWII, klezmer has been enjoying a Kazimierz renaissance since the 1990s.





Shopping


7Austeria BOOKS

map Google map

This evocative bookstore on the ground floor of the High Synagogue has one of the best collections of Judaica in Kraków. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 430 6889; www.austeria.pl; ul Józefa 38; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-7pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




7Lookarna Illustrations ARTS

map Google map

Original hand-drawn postcards, posters, writing pads and magnets by artist Renia Loj that make for thoughtful gifts. Many motifs evoke fairy tales and will appeal to young kids. (www.facebook.com/Lookarna.Illustrations; ul Józefa 11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-6pm Mon-Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13)




7Antykwariat na Kazimierzu ANTIQUES

map Google map

In the basement of the Judaica Foundation in Kazimierz, this place is an Aladdin’s cave of antique china, glass, paintings, books and other assorted goodies. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 292 6153; ul Meiselsa 17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Mon-Fri, 11am-2pm Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13)




7Stary Sklep ANTIQUES

map Google map

Stary Sklep – the ‘Old Shop’ – toes a fine line between antique and junk shop. Indeed, you can expect to find just about anything here, from old rugs, dolls and clocks to retro postcards and evocative, tossed-away Judaica bric-a-brac that so sets the design tone in Kazimierz. (www.facebook.com/oldshopstarysklep; ul Brzozowa 7; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-7pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j17, 22, 52)




Antiques & Flea Markets

Kazimierz is an excellent spot for antique and thrift shopping, with serendipitous finds sitting cheek by jowl with discarded junk. At the centre of the action is the Plac Nowy Flea Market (map; Plac Nowy; [image: icon-hoursgif]hfrom 7am Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13), at its best on Saturday mornings when it’s crammed with stalls selling everything from clothing to comic books. On other days, you’ll find scattered tables with fresh produce and antiques as well as Judaica and communism-related souvenirs.










Podgórze

This working-class suburb across the river from Kazimierz would receive few visitors if it weren’t for the notorious role it played during WWII. It was here the Germans herded 16,000 Jews into a ghetto before sending them off to concentration camps. The most important sights recall these events, including the famed factory of Oskar Schindler, where many lives were saved.

[image: jpg]

Podgórze main street | EFESENKO/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©


The Short List

ASchindler’s Factory Experiencing the sights and sounds of life in Kraków during the German wartime occupation.

APharmacy Under the Eagle Learning the story of heroic Polish gentile Tadeusz Pankiewicz, who helped the ghetto’s Jewish residents.

APlac Bohaterów Getta Standing on the square where Jews first entered the sealed wartime ghetto in 1941.

AMuseum of Contemporary Art in Kraków Enjoying some of the best in Polish and international contemporary art.

ACricoteka Admiring the experimental theatre company, Cricot 2, and the troupe’s groundbreaking leader, Tadeusz Kantor.




Getting There & Around

[image: icon-tramgif]j 3, 19 and 24 serve Plac Bohaterów Getta, the main jumping off spot for Schindler’s Factory.

[image: icon-tramgif]j 6, 8, 10 and 13 connect Podgórze to the western end of Kazimierz.







Top ExperienceStep into history at Schindler’s Factory



An impressive interactive museum that covers the German occupation of Kraków during WWII. It’s housed in the former enamel factory of Oskar Schindler, the Nazi industrialist who saved the lives of more than 1000 members of his Jewish labour force during the Holocaust – made famous in Steven Spielberg’s 1993 film Schindler’s List.

[image: jpg]

AGSAZ/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


map Google map

[image: icon-phonegif]%12 257 1017

www.muzeumkrakowa.pl

ul Lipowa 4

adult/conc 32/28zł, Mon free

[image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon, 9am-8pm Tue-Sun

[image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24






yTop Tips

ABook tickets at least a week in advance online as time slots sell out.

AAdmission to the permanent exhibition is free on Mondays, but get an early start because the number of people allowed in is limited.

AOn the first Monday of the month the museum closes at 2pm.

ANote that the admission desk shuts 1½ hours before closing.

ASchindler’s Factory is part of the Memory Trail that includes the Pharmacy Under the Eagle and Pomorska Street; buy a combined ticket at all three to save money.




5Take a Break

Krako Slow Wines, a little wine bar and restaurant, serves the best-value lunches near Schindler’s Factory.

Knitted Coffee, a cosy cafe a five-minute walk from Schindler’s Factory, combines the owners’ twin passions of single-origin coffee and knitting.





Oskar Schindler’s Office

For many years after WWII, Oskar Schindler’s old factory lay abandoned. Thankfully, Schindler’s former office survived intact. Here you’ll see the names of the survivors and a symbolic Survivors’ Ark made of thousands of enamel pots similar to the ones made by Schindler’s employees during the war.




Documentary Film

A 30-minute introductory film features ordinary Kraków residents, including some of the former workers at the factory, who tell their own (often horrific) stories of life under German occupation.




Temporary Exhibitions

In addition to the permanent displays, the curators are committed to hosting thought-provoking and even controversial temporary shows within the overall theme of Kraków during WWII, such as a past exhibition: ‘Liberation or Subjugation? On the Anniversary of the Battle for Kraków’.




Audiovisual Extravaganza

There’s no one highlight here, rather the permanent exhibition is built around a series of rooms, each devoted to a specific theme, such as prewar Kraków, everyday life, the experience of Jewish residents, the resistance movement and the liberation of the city by the Soviet Union. Each theme is described with a mix of photos, radio broadcasts, video and tense sound effects to create an immersive experience.







Walking TourPodgórze’s Quirkier Side


Undoubtedly, Schindler’s Factory and Plac Bohaterów Getta are the most visited attractions in Podgórze. But locals know this neighbourhood on the edge has more to offer, especially for travellers who wander off the beaten track. Wear shoes that can get muddy for this trek.


Walk Facts

Start Rynek Podgórski

End Płaszów Labour Camp

Length 5km; four hours



[image: jpg]


1Podgórze’s Other Square

A world away from bleak Plac Bohaterów Getta, Podgórze’s other square, Rynek Podgórski ([image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 11, 13, 19), is pleasant, green and integrated with the city. The square is dominated by the majestic Church of St Joseph, from 1905.




2Mysterious Church

Follow a footpath through the woods up to the ancient Church of St Benedict (Kościółek Św Benedykta; ul Rękawka, Lasota Hill), one of the city’s oldest and most mysterious churches. Archaeologists estimate it dates from the 12th century. The church is open once a year on the first Tuesday after Easter, when the festival of Rękawka is celebrated.




3Abandoned Fortress

Nearby, the abandoned St Benedict’s Fort (ul Rękawka, Lasota Hill) was built in the 1850s by the Austrians to defend the city from Russian or Prussian incursion. The interior is closed to visitors but you can still admire the red-brick exterior.




4Forgotten Cemetery

To the south is the Old Podgórze Cemetery (Cmentarz Podgórski Stary; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 656 1725; www.zck-krakow.pl; al Powstańców Śląskich 1; admission free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm), a burial ground that dates from the time when Podgórze was independent from the city of Kraków. The cemetery was ripped up by the Germans during WWII and today retains a forgotten air.




5Pagan Mound

South of the cemetery, follow a footbridge across a highway to the prehistoric pagan site known as Krakus Mound (Kopiec Krakusa; ul Maryewskiego, Podgórze; admission free; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdawn-dusk). Nobody knows its origins, but legend says it may hold the remains of city founder Prince Krakus. Excavations in the 1930s found artefacts dating to the 8th century.




6Creepy Quarry

Fans of the film Schindler’s List will find the Liban Quarry (ul Za Torem, Podgórze; admission free; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdawn-dusk) fascinating. Director Steven Spielberg used this long-abandoned quarry as the set for the Płaszów Labour Camp – and some of the old movie props are still standing, from rusted guard towers to a footpath paved with replica Jewish gravestones.




7Forgotten Concentration Camp

Follow the footpath around the edge of the quarry and make your way to the remains of the real Płaszów Labour Camp (ul Jerozolimska, Płaszów; admission free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h24h). This forced-labour camp was built by Germans during WWII to facilitate the liquidation of the Podgórze ghetto. At its height in 1943–44, the camp held 25,000 people; a Holocaust museum is due to be built here by the end of 2025.







[image: jpg]



1Top Experiences

 Schindler’s FactoryF2




1Sights

1Pharmacy Under the EagleD2

2Plac Bohaterów GettaD2

3Museum of Contemporary Art in KrakówF2

4CricotekaC2

5Podgórze MuseumF4

6Bednarski ParkC4

7Ghetto WallD3




5Eating

8Zakładka Food & WineC2

9Krako Slow WinesF2

10Salute!F2

11Goose RestaurantC3

12Złote SerceF1

13With Fire & SwordA4

14MakaroniarniaB2

15Mazaya FalafelB3

16OrzoE2




6Drinking

17Forum PrzestrzenieA3

18Knitted CoffeeE1

19DrukarniaC2

 Cawa(see 19)




7Shopping

20Starmach GalleryC3











Sights


1Pharmacy Under the Eagle MUSEUM

map Google map

This former pharmacy, on the south side of Plac Bohaterów Getta, tells the story of owner Tadeusz Pankiewicz, a Polish Gentile, who risked life and limb trying to help the Jewish residents of the Podgórze ghetto during WWII. Allowed to operate the pharmacy until the final deportation, Pankiewicz dispensed medicines (often without charge), carried news from the outside world and even allowed use of the establishment as a safe house on occasion.

The pharmacy’s interior has been restored to its wartime appearance and tells the story of the ghetto’s day to day life and the role of the pharmacy. (Apteka Pod Orłem; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 656 5625; www.muzeumkrakowa.pl; Plac Bohaterów Getta 18; adult/concession 18/14zł, Wed free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-2pm Mon, to 5pm Wed-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




1Plac Bohaterów Getta SQUARE

map Google map

Known as Plac Zgody during the German occupation of WWII, this public square marks the beginning of the purpose-built Jewish wartime ghetto. The 70 oversized metal chairs that stand on the square are part of a permanent street-art exhibit and are meant to stand in for the city’s lost Jewish community. During the war, the space served as a meeting ground for ghetto residents. It was also a deportation site as the ghetto was liquidated in 1942–43. (Heroes of the Ghetto Square; Plac Bohaterów Getta; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)



[image: jpg]

Plac Bohaterów Getta | IVO ANTONIE DE ROOIJ/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


1Museum of Contemporary Art in Kraków MUSEUM

map Google map

MOCAK is one of the city’s most important venues for displaying contemporary art. The one permanent exhibition is the Krystian Lupa’s interactive Live Factory 2 installation (Warhol fans will spot similarities with the cult NYC studio), but the biggest draw here is the element of surprise delivered by the constantly changing temporary exhibitions. As it’s right next to Schindler’s Factory, the two attractions can be combined for an absorbing day out. (MOCAK; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 263 4000; www.mocak.pl; ul Lipowa 4; adult/concession 20/10zł, Tue free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




1Cricoteka MUSEUM

map Google map

This modern museum is dedicated to the life and work of avant-garde Polish dramaturge Tadeusz Kantor (1915–90) and his experimental theatre company, Cricot 2. Most of the exhibition is given over to the stage props and mannequins used in performances, the significance of which may be lost on non-Poles, but the space also houses theatre performances and other happenings. Check the website. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 442 7770; www.cricoteka.pl; ul Nadwiślańska 2; adult/concession 25/20zł, Tue free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




1Podgórze Museum MUSEUM

map Google map

More interesting than it looks at first glance, this museum tells the story of the district of Podgórze, which for centuries operated as an independent town. The museum covers the history of the nearby Krakus Mound and runs through to the time of the Austrian occupation all the way to the tragedy of WWII, when the area played host to many of the worst Nazi German atrocities. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 426 5060; www.muzeumkrakowa.pl; ul Limanowskiego 51; adult/concession 16/12zł, Wed free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9.30am-5pm Wed-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 11, 13, 19)




1Bednarski Park PARK

map Google map

The lush Bednarski Park may lack for picture-perfect quality but makes up for this with wild greenery fit for adventurous wanders. There are many levels to the park; if you’re up to it, you can clamber up walls and muddy tracks to explore paths hidden up high. It’s a popular spot for dog walkers, joggers, walkers, families, and the perfect place for picnics or Sunday hangouts when the weather is nice. You’ll find the entrance along ul Parkowa. (Park Bednarskiego; Lasota Hill; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 11, 13, 19)




1Ghetto Wall MONUMENT

map Google map

Just south of Plac Bohaterów Getta are the remains of the wartime Jewish ghetto wall from WWII, with a plaque marking the site. (ul Lwowska 25-29; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 6, 11, 13 19, 24)




Story of the Podgórze Ghetto

At the outbreak of WWII and the German occupation, Kazimierz – not Podgórze – was home to most of Kraków’s Jews. The area was closely integrated into city life, but at the same time retained its own feel, traditions and institutions. The German occupation, beginning in 1939, would destroy this centuries-old community within the span of little more than five years.

The first phase of the occupation was marked by severe legal limitations on Jewish life and forced expulsions into the hinterlands. In March 1941, the Germans initiated construction of a sealed ghetto in Podgórze. Later that month, around 16,000 remaining Jews were removed from their homes and forcibly moved across the bridge to the new ghetto.

By all accounts, conditions in the ghetto were abysmal. During 1942, new residents would be brought in periodically, while others would be mustered at today’s Plac Bohaterów Getta and transported to the extermination camp at Bełżec, in the southeast of the country.

In March 1943, the ghetto was liquidated and surviving residents were relocated to a newly established forced-labour camp at nearby Płaszów, where many residents lost their lives due to unsanitary conditions and starvation. Most survivors were eventually sent off to extermination camps. Only around 3000 Kraków Jews survived the war.






Eating


5Zakładka Food & Wine BISTRO €€

map Google map

This bistro specialises in simple French-inspired cooking centred on veal, rabbit, fresh fish and mussels, as well as several vegetarian items. It’s one of the best places in the neighbourhood. Expect courteous but formal service and an excellent wine list. The simplicity of the presentation extends to the decor: beige walls, black tables and wooden floors. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 442 7442; www.zakladkabistro.pl; ul Józefińska 2; mains 36-70zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h1-9.45pm Mon-Thu, to 10.30pm Fri & Sat, noon-9pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 11, 13, 19)




5Krako Slow Wines INTERNATIONAL €€

map Google map

It’s hard to accurately characterise this little wine bar and restaurant, which serves the best-value lunches within 100m of Schindler’s Factory. Sure, the emphasis is on the wine, but it also serves excellent beer, coffee, salads and snacks, and its Caucasian barbecue (Tuesday to Saturday) turns out mouthwatering Georgian- and Armenian-style shashlik and kebab. ([image: icon-phonegif]%669 225 222; www.krakoslowwines.pl; ul Lipowa 6f; mains 22-60zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-10pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




5Salute! MEDITERRANEAN €€

map Google map

Though this is a bar (and one with an excellent wine selection and original cocktails at that!), the sputini (small plates) with an Italian and Spanish tapas theme are equally good. Order the octopus with nduja and chorizo, the fish with persimmon and pomegranate, and sourdough smeared with fat from Iberian pigs, and settle in for some genuine gastronomic pleasure. (https://salutebar.pl; ul Tadeusza Romanowicza 4; dishes 20-75; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-11pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat, to 10pm Sun)




5Goose Restaurant POLISH €€

map Google map

Gorge yourself on gorgeous goose at this restaurant dedicated to the bird. Temptations range from pulled goose with pearl barley and ‘drunken’ cherries, goose leg in mushroom sauce to goose burger and a (non-goose) carnivorous feast of roast duck, slow-cooked ribs, grilled chicken and sauerkraut fried with bacon. (Kuchnia Polska Gąska; www.gaskarestauracja.pl; ul Bolesława Limanowskiego 1; 35-85; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-10pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 3, 5, 9, 11, 13)




5Złote Serce UKRAINIAN €

map Google map

This nonprofit assisting (and employing) Ukrainian refugees delivers chicken Kyiv, borscht with garlicky khalushki, moreish crepes, and other hearty and warming Ukrainian home cooking. (www.giftamealcharity.org; ul Zabłocie 25a; mains 19-36z; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Mon-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 9, 11, 20, 49)




5With Fire & Sword POLISH €€

map Google map

Named after the historical novel by Henryk Sienkiewicz, this dark, atmospheric restaurant re-creates the Poland of yesteryear. The wood interior is made even more rustic with animal pelts and a roaring fire. The menu features well-researched old-time recipes, such as the succulent roasted pig that comes stuffed with fruit. (Ogniem i Mieczem; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 656 2328; www.ogniemimieczem.pl; Plac Serkowskiego 7; mains 40-75zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-midnight, to 10pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j8, 10, 11, 19)




5Makaroniarnia ITALIAN €€

map Google map

Heaven for pasta lovers with a list of macaroni specialities as long as your arm. The cheerful interior makes for the ideal lunch spot, and the three-course lunch specials (25zl) are great value. Sit outside at one of the sidewalk tables when the weather is fine. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 430 0147; www.facebook.com/MakaroniarniaKrakow; ul Brodzińskiego 3; mains 35-45zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-10pm, to 11pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 11, 13, 19)




5Mazaya Falafel MIDDLE EASTERN €

map Google map

The Podgórze branch of a local chain of Middle Eastern fast-food outlets serves up excellent set menus of falafel and hummus. Most people order to take away, though there are a few tables for dining in. (www.mazaya-falafel.com; ul Legionów Józefa Piłsudskiego 2; set menus 20-28zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-10pm; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 13)




5Orzo ITALIAN €€

map Google map

Salad bowls and house orzo pasta dishes rub shoulders with panko calamari at this relaxed sit-down restaurant in the immediate vicinity of Schindler’s Factory. Service can be on the indifferent side, but, on the other hand, the eclectic menu has something to appeal to all appetites. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 257 1042; www.orzo.pl; ul Lipowa 4a; mains 45-65zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-midnight; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)



[image: jpg]

Orzo | HEMIS/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©




Drinking


6Forum Przestrzenie BAR

map Google map

In a highly creative re-use of an old communist-era eyesore, the Hotel Forum has been repurposed as a trendy, retro coffee and cocktail bar. It’s also an occasional venue for DJs, live music, film screenings and happenings. In warm weather, lounge chairs are spread out on a patio overlooking the river. (Hotel Forum; [image: icon-phonegif]%515 424 724; www.forumprzestrzenie.com; ul Maria Konopnickiej 28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-midnight Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j8, 10, 11, 19)




6Knitted Coffee COFFEE

map Google map

The Podgórze outlet of Tatiana and Taras’ brainchild, combining twin passions of speciality coffee and knitting. A five-minute walk from Schindler’s Factory. (http://knittedcoffee.pl; ul Przemysłowa 4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7.30am-7pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 9, 11, 20)




6Drukarnia CLUB

map Google map

Not quite the legendary club it used to be, but nevertheless a reliable spot for a late-night drink and occasionally live music in the cavernous basement space. The ground-floor bar is divided into a scruffier half-decorated side to recall the bar’s name (Drukarnia means Printing House), and a trendier but more sterile modern side. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 656 6560; www.facebook.com/DrukarniaKlub; ul Nadwiślańska 1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-1am Sun-Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 11, 13, 19)




6Cawa CAFE, WINE BAR

map Google map

Chic wine bars like Cawa are less rare in Podgórze than they used to be, but this original venue comes complete with post-industrial decor and spiffy waitstaff. Come for a cappuccino or an array of cavas. Also does sophisticated, Med-style tapas. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 656 7456; www.cawacafe.pl; ul Nadwiślańska 1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8.30am-10pm, from 9.30am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 8, 10, 11, 13, 19)




Podgórze’s Heroes

Podgórze was home to at least two prominent Gentiles who risked their own lives to save Jewish people during the Holocaust.

The best known, of course, is Oskar Schindler, the heavy-drinking profiteer and antihero, whose story was told to millions through Thomas Keneally’s book Schindler’s Ark (1982) and Steven Spielberg’s mega-hit film Schindler’s List (1993).

Schindler originally saved the lives of Jews because he needed their cheap labour at his enamelware factory, though he went on to use his connections and pay bribes to keep his employees from being shipped off to concentration camps.

The other was pharmacist Tadeusz Pankiewicz, who was able to operate the Pharmacy Under the Eagle in the ghetto until the final deportation. He provided medicines, passed on news, and occasionally offered refuge in his establishment.

As is movingly quoted at the end of Spielberg’s film, in reference to a passage in the Talmud, ‘Whoever saves one life, saves the world entire.’





Shopping


7Starmach Gallery ART

map Google map

Starmach is among the city’s most prestigious galleries of contemporary painting and sculpture, exhibiting both emerging and established Polish artists. The striking modern gallery is housed in the former Jewish Zucher prayer house, a 19th-century neo-Gothic brick beauty. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 656 4915; www.starmach.eu; ul Węgierska 5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-6pm Mon-Fri; [image: icon-tramgif]j6, 11, 13, 19)










Western Kraków

Western Kraków is the prim and prosperous side of town, filled with tidy streets that are lined with well-maintained 19th- and early-20th-century townhouses. It’s light on tourist attractions but arguably the city’s greenest district. Thanks to the redevelopment of the former Tytano tobacco factory, now home to a motley crew of hipster bars, it’s also one of the most popular party spots.

[image: jpg]

Kościuszko Mound | MAREK M/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


The Short List

ANational Museum Admiring the modern Polish paintings on display or any number of temporary exhibitions on art or sculpture.

AKościuszko Mound Paying respects to the exploits of a Polish (and American) hero.

AStained Glass Workshop & Museum Touring a stained-glass workshop and learning about the skills that go into producing memorable pieces of stained glass.

APomorska Street Museum Getting to grips with some of the darkest episodes of Kraków’s 20th-century history in this house of terror.

AJózef Mehoffer House Glimpsing the life of one the most influential artists of the Young Poland artistic movement.




Getting There & Around

[image: icon-tramgif]j 2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24 and 44 service parts of the neighbourhood north of Old Town.

[image: icon-tramgif]j 20 is useful for reaching the National Museum and Jordan Park.
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1Sights

1National MuseumB5

2Kościuszko MoundA8

3Stained Glass Workshop & MuseumB6

4Jordan ParkA5

5Józef Mehoffer HouseC4

6Pomorska Street MuseumB1

7Stanisław Wyspiański MuseumC5

8Zakrzówek QuarryC8

9Krakowski ParkB2

10Cracow City Tours – Plac MatejkiF3




5Eating

11GlonojadF3

12Molám ThaiC3

13Restauracja FourC4

14DyniaC4

15Meat & GoD4

16VeganicC3

17SmakołykiD5

18Mr PancakeC4

19Trattoria Mamma MiaD4

20Bar Mleczny MiłaC4




6Drinking

 Mercy Brown(see 17)

21Green Island CafeC3

22Stary PortD5

23Café SzafeC6

24Body Espresso BarC4

25Piwiarnia WarkaC2




3Entertainment

26CK BrowarD4

27Kraków PhilharmonicD6

28Kino Kijów CentrumB6




7Shopping

29Massolit Books & CafeC6

30Dydo Poster GalleryB6

31Stary KleparzF3











Sights


1National Museum MUSEUM

map Google map

This monolithic 1930s edifice hosts three permanent exhibitions: Polish paintings from the 1890s till the present day, a treasure trove of applied art, and arms and armour through the ages. It’s best to focus on your passions – whether you’re into historic costumes from the 17th-century Sarmatist period, when Polish noblemen wore Iranian-style kontusz (long robes) and scimitars; elaborately carved, mother-of-pearl-inlaid cabinets and amber jewellery boxes; or geometric abstraction pieces by Kandinsky and Malevich. (Muzeum Narodowe w Krakowie; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 433 5744; www.mnk.pl; al 3 Maja 1; adult/concession 32/19zł, Sun free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Tue-Fri, 10am-6pm Sat, 10am-4pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j20)



[image: jpg]

National Museum | PRISMA ARCHIVO/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©


1Kościuszko Mound MONUMENT

map

This mound, dedicated to Polish (and American) military hero Tadeusz Kościuszko (1746–1817), was erected between 1820 and 1823. It stands 34m high and includes soil from both the Polish and American battlefields where Kościuszko fought. The views over the city are spectacular. Admission includes the hike up the mound as well as a tour of the adjacent 19th-century fort, with exhibitions on Kościuszko’s life. The memorial is located in Zwierzyniec, 3km west of the Old Town. (Kopiec Kościuszki; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 425 1116; www.kopieckosciuszki.pl; al Waszyngtona 1, Zwierzyniec; adult/concession 24/18zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4pm; [image: icon-busgif]g100, 101)




1Stained Glass Workshop & Museum MUSEUM

map Google map

The historic stained-glass studio of SG Żeleński turned ‘living museum’ is a must if you’re into glass art or art nouveau. Arrange your guided visit (45 minutes) online in advance, after which you’ll be walked through the process of stained-glass-making. The tour ends with striking pieces by Wyspiański, Mehoffer and Stefan Matejko, including Wyspiański’s famous Apollo window. ([image: icon-phonegif]%512 937 979; www.muzeumwitrazu.pl; al Krasińskiego 23; tours 50zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11.30am-6pm Tue-Fri; [image: icon-tramgif]j20)




1Jordan Park PARK

map Google map

Named after its founder Henryk Jordan, this park is a favourite for many. You’ll find dog walkers enjoying open fields, kids on climbing frames, outdoor yoga classes and much more. There’s ice skating at the rink in winter. (Park Jordana; al 3 Maja 11; [image: icon-tramgif]j20)




1Józef Mehoffer House MUSEUM

map Google map

The ‘Young Poland’ artist lived in this stately home from 1932 until his death in 1946. It’s a pleasure to wander from room to room, dedicated to Mehoffer’s life and artistic legacy, admiring the elegant interiors – many of them original – as well as the artist’s own works. Look out for the portraits of Mehoffer’s wife in the drawing room and the stained-glass Vita Somnium Breve in the sitting room. (Dom Józefa Mehoffera; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 433 5889; www.mnk.pl; ul Krupnicza 26; adult/concession 18/12zł, Sun free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Tue-Fri & Sun, to 6pm Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 8, 13, 14, 18, 20, 24)




1Pomorska Street Museum MUSEUM

map Google map

A wall of photographs of doomed Polish political prisoners greets visitors at the entrance to the notorious Dom Śląski, or ‘Silesian House’, which was successive headquarters of the Gestapo and then the NKVD, and home to exhibits that explicitly illustrate the repressions and brutalities suffered by Cracovians under the Nazi and Stalinist regimes. The main ‘People of Krakow in Times of Terror 1939–1945–1956’ exhibition, comprising a combination of photographs, documents and audio recordings, effectively brings the experiences of individual Cracovians to light. (www.muzeumkrakowa.pl; ul Pomorska 2; 16/12zł, Wed free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Wed-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j4, 8, 13, 14, 24)




1Stanisław Wyspiański Museum MUSEUM

map Google map

Housed in a centuries-old granary, this oft-overlooked museum holds the National Museum’s collection of works by Stanisław Wyspiański (1869–1907), the painter, playwright and stained-glass maestro responsible for some of the most striking pieces in Kraków’s churches. On display are around 100 of his works, from portraits and designs to sketches and personal books. The exhibits rotate frequently, giving an intimate glimpse into the artist’s life. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 433 5760; www.mnk.pl; Plac Sikorskiego 6; adult/concession 18/12zł, Tue free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue & Fri-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j4, 8, 13, 14, 24, 44)




1Zakrzówek Quarry LAGOON

map

Half of the quarry has been ‘tamed’ by five lifeguard-manned swimming pools, connected by floating wooden docks, but this is still a spectacularly scenic part of Kraków. Alternatively, hike through the woods along the cliffs in the northern, wilder part of the quarry. (ul Twardowskiego; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 4, 13, 18, 52)




1Krakowski Park PARK

map Google map

This park is a lovely place to spend an hour with children, walking a dog or strolling on your own. Added plants bring colour and attract bees to the area and you’ll find ducks swimming in the central pond beneath a large overhanging willow tree. There’s also a nook for borrowing and reading magazines and a fantastic play area for kids. (Park Krakowski; [image: icon-tramgif]j4, 8, 13, 14, 24, 44)




1Cracow City Tours – Plac Matejki TOURS

map Google map

A range of city walking and bus tours are on offer, including a popular four-hour bus tour. Longer day excursions go to the Wieliczka Salt Mine (200zł) and the Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial & Museum (175zł). Bus tours depart from in front of the office on Plac Matejki 2. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 421 1333; www.cracowcitytours.pl; Plac Matejki 2; city tour adult/concession 140/120zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j)




Western Kraków’s Architectural Highlights

Comprising the neighbourhoods of Piasek and Novy Swiat, Western Kraków is particularly rich in art nouveau architecture, as well as striking buildings from other architectural eras. On ul Rajska, look out for the Malopolska Garden of Arts, a striking contemporary building that hosts many of Kraków’s cultural festivals. A short walk south, on ul Pilsudskiego, is the Emeryk Hutten-Czapski Museum, the former home of a Polish count inside a Renaissance Revival palace. While its collection of rare manuscripts, coins and prints appeals to a niche audience, it’s worth visiting the arresting, cube-shaped Jósef Czapski Pavilion behind the palace, dedicated to Emeryk’s grandson, writer, painter and patriotic activist who helped to uncover the truth about the Katyn massacre by the Soviet secret police.

Nearby, ul Retoryka is lined with memorable 19th-century art nouveau mansions designed by renowned 19th-century architect Teodor Talowski, all with Latin inscriptions and imaginative facades. Several blocks north, on ul Karmelicka, is the Spider House – another Teodor Talowski work, embellished with a spider-bedecked facade and a Gothic corner tower. Finally, next door to the National Museum is the Jagiellonian Library – a fine example of interwar architecture.






Eating


5Glonojad VEGETARIAN €

map Google map

This popular self-service cafeteria has a great view on to Plac Matejki and a variety of tempting vegetarian dishes including samosas, punchy curries, potato pancakes, falafel, veggie lasagne and soups. The breakfast menu is served till noon. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 346 1677; www.facebook.com/barglonojad; Plac Matejki 2; mains 20-30zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-10pm Mon-Fri, from 9am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




5Molám Thai THAI €€

map Google map

Book ahead for this neon-lit spot with an open kitchen serving authentic hawker-style dishes from four Thai regions. Some items are swapped out daily to emphasise freshness; order the sticky rice, betel salad, sweet/spicy glazed pork belly and monkfish steamed in a banana leaf. Carefully chosen craft beers and original cocktails seal the deal. (https://molam.pl; ul Rajska 3/4; dishes 24-57zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri, 1-11pm Sat, 1-9.30pm Sun)




5Restauracja Four INTERNATIONAL €€€

map Google map

This elegant spot is somewhere to bring a discerning date for intelligent, ingredient-driven, food-as-art creations. Besides superlative takes on žurek (sour rye soup), standouts include beef tartare and beef cheek so tender it’ll make any gastro-navigator swoon. Spot-on wine pairings suggested for every main. ([image: icon-phonegif]%078 931 7375; https://restauracjafour.pl; ul Józefa Szujskiego 4; 42-140zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2-10pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j4, 8, 13, 14, 24, 64)




5Dynia INTERNATIONAL €€

map Google map

While Dynia’s interior is chic, its courtyard is the most enticing. Crumbling brick walls surround the fern-filled space, evoking an atmosphere of elegance amid decay. Where better to enjoy all things pumpkin – from risotto with pumpkin pesto to pumpkin gnocchi with sage butter. Non-pumpkin dishes include duck confit. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 430 0838; www.dynia.krakow.pl; ul Krupnicza 20; mains 36-57zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-11pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 8, 13, 14, 18, 20, 24)




5Meat & Go SANDWICHES €€

map Google map

The carnivorously inclined will appreciate the chunky Reuben sandwiches, bursting forth with layers of pastrami and sauerkraut, pulled pork- and porchetta-filled buns, Cuban sandwiches dripping Swiss cheese, and Jewish-style brisket. Look for the neon pig. (www.facebook.com/meatandgokrakow; ul Krupnicza 3; mains 32-42zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3-10pm Tue, to 11pm Wed & Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat, 2-10pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j4, 8, 13, 14, 18, 20)




5Veganic VEGETARIAN €€

map Google map

Stark lighting and spartan decor help focus all of your attention on the food, which is formidable. The smoked tempeh with salsify puree and the umami punch of aubergine with peanut miso sauce will silence the doubters who see plant-based dishes as mere accompaniment to meat. Wash them down with kombucha and an array of mocktails. ([image: icon-phonegif]%668 468 469; www.veganic.restaurant; ul Karmelicka 34; mains 40-50zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-10pm Tue-Sun, from noon Mon; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




5Smakołyki POLISH €

map Google map

If you want to fill your boots with pierogi for a pittance, this restaurant just outside the Planty by Jagiellonian University is the place to go. Meaning ‘treats’ in Polish, Smakołyki is full of them. If not strictly traditional Polish food, it’s nevertheless wholesome and delicious, and the view from the large window makes for great people-watching. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 430 3099; www.smakolyki.eu; ul Straszewskiego 28; mains 16-38zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-10pm Mon-Sat, from 9am Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j4, 8, 13, 14, 24, 44)




5Mr Pancake AMERICAN €

map Google map

Feel like an American teenager in this retro-style diner with its wacky fonts, wild colour scheme and a menu full of decadent treats: stacks of American-style pancakes covered with every imaginable ingredient, burgers stacked sky-high and pizza with daring toppings (Flamin’ Hot Cheetos Chicken, anyone?). Great fun. ([image: icon-phonegif]%664 091 109; https://mrpancake.pl; ul Krupnicza 21A; mains 20-35zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm, to 11pm Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j4, 8, 13, 14, 24, 44)




5Trattoria Mamma Mia ITALIAN €€

map Google map

Pared-back, exposed-brick decor and a traditional wood-fired oven bursting forth with thin-crust pizzas has earned this place a loyal following of Cracovian regulars. Join them. We know you probably didn’t come to Poland to eat pizza, but if you have a craving, go for the delicious thin-crusted variety from the wood-burning oven at Mamma Mia. Also serves good pasta, meat and fish dishes. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 422 2868; https://mammamia.net.pl; ul Karmelicka 14; mains 38-55zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-11pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




5Bar Mleczny Miła POLISH €

map Google map

A typical Polish milk bar, serving cheap, edible renditions of Polish classics. Turn up at the counter with a plastic tray, point to what you want and then try to find a free seat somewhere. The daily lunch specials (12zł) include a soup and main course and are excellent value. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 632 6899; ul Czysta 1; mains 12-20zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm Mon-Fri, to 4pm Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)






Drinking


6Mercy Brown COCKTAIL BAR

map Google map

This hidden bar  shows just how far word-of-mouth goes. It’s not easy to find – nevertheless, it’s so popular you need a reservation to get in. The allure is obvious: a taste of the 1920s, with low-lit chandeliers, plush armchairs and a long bar stacked with liquor. Monthly burlesque shows, jazz concerts and artistically made cocktails make this a unique experience. ([image: icon-phonegif]%531 706 692; ul Straszewskiego 28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7pm-1.30am Wed & Thu, to 2.30am Fri & Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j4, 8, 13, 14, 24, 44)




6Green Island Cafe COFFEE

map Google map

Expertly made coffees, along with yuppie breakfast fare such as avocado toast and French toast, served within a plant-filled, Scandi-cool interior. (www.instagram.com/greenislandcafe; ul Czarnowiejska 1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm)




6Stary Port PUB

map Google map

Popular with wannabe sailors, this is a roomy, rummy pub with a nautical theme. Maps, flags and ship-related kitsch adorn the walls and there’s often sea shanties on weekends. With some of the cheapest drinks this close to the centre and live music on Fridays, it’s deservedly popular. Enter from ul Jabłonowskich. ([image: icon-phonegif]%508 227 752; www.staryport.com.pl; ul Straszewskiego 27; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-midnight, to 3am Fri & Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 6, 8, 13, 18)




6Café Szafé CAFE

map Google map

The colourful cafe is full of surprises, from the whimsical sculptured creatures lurking in the corners to the intriguing artwork that hangs on the walls. It hosts concerts, films and other arty events. ([image: icon-phonegif]%663 905 652; www.facebook.com/KawiarniaCafeSzafe; ul Felicjanek 10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-2am Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 2, 6)



[image: jpg]

Café Szafé | FILIP STAńCZYK/LONELY PLANET ©


6Body Espresso Bar COFFEE

map Google map

Start your day at this stylish, minimalist spot to sample some of the best espresso in Western Krákow. The cakes aren’t bad, either. (www.facebook.com/body.espressobar; ul Dolnych Młynów 3/1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm)




6Piwiarnia Warka PUB

map Google map

This informal pub-restaurant perches on one of the busiest streets in Kraków, but its outdoor annex is sheltered enough to provide an ideal combination of privacy and people-watching. It’s an especially popular place during football (soccer) matches. The beer bites, pizzas and burgers are decent, too, and reasonably priced. ([image: icon-phonegif]%508 318 115; www.facebook.com/PiwiarniaKrakow; ul Karmelicka 43a; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-midnight; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j4, 8, 13, 14, 24, 44)




6CK Browar MICROBREWERY

map Google map

Serious tipplers head for this below-ground microbrewery with vast drinking hall. Beer is brewed on the spot to an old Austro-Hungarian recipe, then poured straight from the tanks into patrons’ glasses. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 429 2505; www.ckbrowar.krakow.pl; ul Podwale 6/7; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-1am; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)




A Stroll through Ancient Woodlands

Ancient oak trees loom above you as you pass through a green tunnel of lichen-covered trees in Las Wolski (Wolski Forest) – Kraków’s vast protected woodland draped over hillsides 8km west of the city. Catch bus 109/209 to the Bielany Klasztor stop, and spend hours walking the forest’s 35km of trails, spotting deer, badgers, foxes and hares. A shortish (8km) walking trail from the bus stop takes in the forest’s diverse natural and manmade sights, such as the Camaldolese Monastery (where monks traditionally took a vow of silence) that sits atop Srebrna Góra (Silver Mountain), Pisudski Mound with its sweeping views of the forest, and the limestone formations at the Sanctuary of Virgin Rocks, before finishing at Deciusz Park.






Entertainment


3Kraków Philharmonic CLASSICAL MUSIC

map Google map

Home to one of Poland’s best orchestras. Check the website for a calendar of events. Buy tickets at the box office during working hours or an hour ahead of the performance. (Filharmonia im Karola Szymanowskiego w Krakowie; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 619 8733; www.filharmonia.krakow.pl; ul Zwierzyniecka 1; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 2, 6)




3Kino Kijów Centrum CINEMA

map Google map

Loved for its communist design and architecture, Kijów is one of many independent cinemas in Kraków. It’s also home to a film cafe (open 10am to 10pm) and club featuring live performances. There are several small- and medium-sized cinemas, and a hall that accommodates more than 800 – the largest in Kraków. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 433 0033; www.kijow.pl; al Krasińskiego 34;16-20zł; [image: icon-tramgif]j20)





Shopping


7Massolit Books & Cafe BOOKS

map Google map

Atmospheric emporium selling English-language fiction and non-fiction, new and secondhand. A cafe area with loads of character starts among the shelves and extends into a moody back room. The collection is strong on Polish and Central European authors in translation. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 432 4150; www.massolit.com; ul Felicjanek 4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-8pm Sun-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 2, 6)




7Dydo Poster Gallery ART

map Google map

Poles are recognised around the world for the quality and artistry of their poster art. You’ll find some of the best historic and retro posters as well as more modern designs here. (Dydo Galeria Plakatu; [image: icon-phonegif]%790 792 244; www.dydopostergallery.com; al Focha 1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2.30-6.30pm Tue-Thu; [image: icon-tramgif]j20)




7Stary Kleparz MARKET

map Google map

The city’s most atmospheric and historic place to shop for fresh fruits, vegetables and flowers is this sprawling covered market, which dates back to the 12th century. You’ll also find meats, cheeses, spices and bread, as well as clothes and other necessities. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 634 1532; www.starykleparz.com; ul Paderewskiego, Rynek Kleparski; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-6pm Mon-Fri, to 4pm Sat, 8am-3pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24, 44)










Eastern Kraków

Only a fraction of the city’s visitors find themselves in Eastern Kraków. Attractions here are disparate and spread out, ranging from the city’s most illustrious cemeteries and opera house to an interactive outdoor science centre. Further east, in the industrial ‘hood of Nowa Huta, Kraków’s medieval magic gives way to wonderfully preserved examples of 1950s socialist-realist architecture, atomic shelters and grand communist dreams.

[image: jpg]

Botanical Gardens | ERA FOTO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


The Short List

ANew Jewish Cemetery Staring in amazement at the sheer number of graves and the resolve of survivors to remember the dead.

ARakowicki Cemetery Gawking at the artistry of the headstones, from multi-tiered neo-Gothic to daring art nouveau examples.

ABotanical Gardens Admiring Biblical plants, orchids and endangered Polish flora.

AMuseum of Poland’s Home Army Learning about the country’s courageous underground resistance against the Germans during WWII.

AOpera Krakowska Adding a highbrow musical dimension to your explorations.




Getting There & Around

[image: icon-tramgif]j 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 14, 17, 19, 20, 44, 50, 52 serve the main train station and bus stations.

[image: icon-tramgif]j 3, 19, 24 run further south toward the Galeria Kazimierz.
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Sights


1New Jewish Cemetery CEMETERY

map Google map

This enormous cemetery dates from 1800 and was the main burial ground for Kazimierz’ Jewish population up until WWII. Many of the grave markers were destroyed during the German occupation and some of the recovered tombstones are visible on the cemetery walls. Around 9000 tombstones are still visible, though many remain untended as whole families perished in the Holocaust. Follow ul Miodowa below a railway bridge and find the small gate to the cemetery. (Nowy Cmentarz Żidowsky; ul Miodowa 55; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Sun-Thu; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




1Stanisław Lem Science Garden MUSEUM

map Google map

Science nerds will enjoy a day out at this interactive science park, about 4km east of the Old Town, dedicated to the memory of Polish science fiction writer Stanisław Lem. The outdoor exhibits explore some of the bizarre consequences of the laws of science, mechanics, optics and acoustics, and invite visitors to get involved, peering through prisms and striking gongs. Explanations are in both Polish and English. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 346 1285; www.ogroddoswiadczen.pl; al Pokoju 68, Czyżyny; adult/concession 19/15zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8.30am-7pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun Apr-Sep, shorter hours Oct; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 14, 22)




1Rakowicki Cemetery CEMETERY

map Google map

Arguably the city’s most prestigious burial ground and the final resting place of several notable Poles, including Wisława Szymborska (1923–2012), the 1996 Nobel Prize winner for literature. Stroll through the grounds to admire the beautifully crafted tombstones, many of which are works of art in their own right. (Cmentarz Rakowicki; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 619 9900; www.zck-krakow.pl; ul Rakowicka 26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-6pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j2)




1Botanical Gardens GARDENS

map Google map

The botanical gardens of Jagiellonian University comprise nearly 10 hectares of green and flowery loveliness. Besides the fresh air and beautiful blooms, the gardens offer fascinating exhibits of medicinal plants, endangered species of Polish flora, and plants described in the Bible. The orchid collection dates to the 1860s. (Ogród Botaniczny; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 663 3635; www.ogrod.uj.edu.pl; ul Kopernika 27; adult/concession 15/8zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-7pm, greenhouses 10am-6pm Sat-Thu, museum 10am-2pm Thu & Fri, 11am-3pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j4, 10, 14, 20, 44, 52)




1MuFo Rakowicka GALLERY

map Google map

Poland’s only museum dedicated to the medium of photography, MuFo’s main branch (there are two more in other locations) opened in 2021 inside a former Austrian barracks. The permanent exhibit seeks to answer the question ‘What does the photo do?’, with over 1000 objects exploring photography as a witness to history, an essential daily tool today and an intimate way of preserving memories. (https://mufo.krakow.pl; ul Rackowicka 22a; adult/concession 23/15zł, Tue free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Tue-Sun)




Reflect at the New Jewish Cemetery

Strolling through Kraków’s lively streets, the Holocaust and the tragedy of WWII for the Jewish people can feel far away. This forgotten cemetery, located in a remote part of Eastern Kraków beyond a train underpass, retains something of the sadness of those days. The Nazis made short work of the cemetery during the war and used many of the grave markers as paving stones and scrap. It’s touching to see how much effort has gone into trying to restore the cemetery and rescue the remnants that could be recovered.




1Museum of Poland’s Home Army MUSEUM

map Google map

This museum aims to tell the story of the Polish ‘Home Army’. This was an underground force that defended the Polish state during WWII, at a time when the country was jointly occupied by Germany and the Soviet Union. The permanent exhibition highlights the experiences of individual soldiers and the role of the army in preserving Polish national identity. (Muzeum Armii Krajowej; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 410 0770; www.muzeum-ak.pl; ul Wita Stwosza 12; adult/concession 20/10zł, Sun free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm, 11am-6pm Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 5, 17, 19, 50)




1WowKrakow! BUS

map Google map

Popular ‘hop-on, hop-off’ bus tour that allows passengers to stop at their leisure at some 15 different areas of interest around town. Buses depart hourly from near the Galeria Kazimierz. See the website for an up-to-date timetable and route. (Jordan Group; [image: icon-phonegif]%601 502 129; www.wowkrakow.pl; ul Gęsia 8; per 24/48hr 80/90zl; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm Mon-Fri; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




1SeeKrakow TOURS

map Google map

SeeKrakow is the largest tour operator in Kraków and offers an array of guided tours to all major sights. Check the website for details. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 429 4499; www.seekrakow.com; ul Wielopole 16/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 3, 24, 52)




Sunny Escapes from Eastern Kraków

Kraków doesn’t lack in sandy summer fun. Hop on bus 127 or tram 20 to Rzebika, and head for Bagry Lagoon, some 5km southeast of Old Town. Rent an SUP from SUP Kultura (www.supkultura.com) and paddle around the artificial reservoir, go for a swim, or else watch a volleyball game, snooze in a hammock or gravitate towards the food truck park by the main beach.

Twelve kilometres east of the centre, Przystań Brzegi draws sun-seekers with its long sandy beach, strung between two reservoirs, complete with lifeguards. During summer weekends, the place is a hive of family activity, thanks to volleyball tournaments, inflatable slides, a giant bubble maker and flotillas of rowboats, kayaks and pedal boats. Come here weekday mornings and it’s a much more tranquil scene. Get here via a special bus service (1 June to 31 August, three daily), departing from near Galeria Krakowska.



[image: jpg]

Bagry Lagoon | FLASH VECTOR/SHUTTERSTOCK ©




Eating


5Novum Bistro POLISH €€

map Google map

One of the better restaurants in this area, Novum Bistro goes for traditional but hard-to-find mains like rabbit and venison fusion rice dishes, as well as the expected steaks, pastas and burgers. The owners pride themselves on their unusual wine and cocktail lists. Good breakfasts and decent multi-course lunch specials, too. ([image: icon-phonegif]%609 205 732; www.facebook.com/novumbistro; ul Lubicz 42; mains 35-55zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8.30am-9pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j4, 10, 14, 20, 44, 52)




5Sausage Stand at Hala Targowa STREET FOOD €

map Google map

The perfect way to end a night out drinking is to score a grilled sausage sandwich from the blue van park outside the Unitarg Hala Targowa. These two guys are legendary for setting up this stall in 1991 and going strong ever since. Get in line with everyone else (the queue moves surprisingly quickly). (Kiełbaski Pod Halą Targową; ul Grzegórzecka 3; sandwiches 20zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8pm-3am Mon-Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 17, 19, 22)






Drinking


6Zaraz Wracam Tu COCKTAIL BAR

map Google map

Unfussy cocktail bar known for the quality and variety of its shots. The interior is big enough for groups, and there are occasional disco and live-music nights. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 628 7510; www.facebook.com/zarazwracamtu; ul Miodowa 51a; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3pm-2am; [image: icon-tramgif]j3, 19, 24)




6Wesoła Cafe CAFE

map Google map

A real find, whether you happen to be staying out this way or just passing through. Excellent coffees as well as a full breakfast and lunch menu chock-full of healthy vegetarian and gluten-free options. The atmosphere is busy but congenial, as mainly neighbourhood people dart in and out for a cup or a bite on their breaks. ([image: icon-phonegif]%513 932 810; www.wesolacafe.pl; ul Rakowicka 17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-9pm, 8am-7pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j2)






Entertainment


3Opera Krakowska OPERA

map Google map

The Kraków Opera performs in the strikingly modern building at the Mogilskie roundabout. The setting is decidedly 21st century, but the repertoire spans the ages, incorporating everything from Verdi to Bernstein. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 296 6262; www.opera.krakow.pl; ul Lubicz 48; tickets 35-240zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]hbox office 10am-7pm Mon-Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j4, 5, 9, 10, 44, 52)






A Quiet Place by Night

After dark, most of Eastern Kraków rolls up the sidewalks. There are few destination clubs or restaurants in the area, and you’ll likely only venture out here to eat if you happen to be staying at a neighbourhood hotel. The part of the district near Kazimierz is the most fruitful for decent pubs and bars. The exception to this might be for opera lovers, who’ll certainly want to catch a performance at the Opera Krakowska in a strikingly modern setting in the far east of the district.




Shopping


7Galeria Krakowska SHOPPING CENTRE

map Google map

If there was any question about Poland transitioning to capitalism, here’s your answer. This huge mall near the train station contains 270 stores; of interest to travellers are the food court and bookstore. ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 428 9902; www.galeriakrakowska.pl; ul Pawia 5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-10pm, 10am-9pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 3, 4, 10, 14, 20, 44, 52)




7Krakowski Kredens FOOD & DRINKS

map Google map

Take a look inside the ‘Kraków cupboard’ to find jars of traditional soups, as well as loads of edible souvenirs, such as marinated mushrooms, herb honey, spicy mustard and gooseberry preserves. ([image: icon-phonegif]%696 490 017; www.krakowskikredens.pl; ul Pawia 5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10.30am-5pm Mon-Sat; [image: icon-tramgif]j2, 3, 4, 10, 14, 20, 44, 52)




7Unitarg Hala Targowa MARKET

map Google map

This market is a shadow of its former self and on most days it’s simply a grocery store with an above-average market for fruit and veg. The character changes on Sunday mornings, when sellers set up stalls of junk and the city descends. It’s fun for people-watching and occasionally finding something worthwhile. Go before 9am. (ul Grzegórzecka 3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-3pm, to noon Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]j1, 17, 19, 22)



[image: jpg]
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Walking TourA Workers’ Paradise in Nowa Huta


A special gift from ‘Uncle Joe’ Stalin, the suburb of Nowa Huta (‘New Steelworks’) was constructed in the 1950s around a massive steel mill – formerly Kraków’s biggest pollutant. It is a wonderfully preserved example of 1950s socialist-realist architecture and grand communist dreams, its broad boulevards, retro apartment buildings and brutalist churches sitting alongside atomic bomb shelters.


Getting There

Nowa Huta is about 5km east of the Old Town.

[image: icon-tramgif]j 4, 10, 22, 44 to Plac Centralny.



[image: jpg]


1Ronald Reagan Square

Leave the tram at the quarter’s main square, Plac Centralny (Plac Centralny im. Ronalda Reagana; [image: icon-tramgif]j4, 10, 22, 44). This grandiose square, built in 1949, was once named for Stalin and marked by a statue of Lenin. It’s named after former US President (and Cold War warrior) Ronald Reagan.




2Alley of the Roses

The area’s central avenue, Aleja Róż is a parklike thoroughfare, where you can see the planners’ intentions to glorify the workers.




3Nowa Huta Museum

Take a peek inside the Nowa Huta Museum ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 446 7821; www.mprl.pl; Osiedle Centrum E1; adult/concession 10/8zł, Tue free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4pm Mon-Fri), located in the 1950s socialist-realist Światowid cinema. There’s a bunker in the basement, plus rotating exhibitions on communist life: a recent display involved toys, games and outdoor pursuits of Polish children.




4Theatre for the People

The 1950s and ’60s were a period of architectural and theatrical experimentation. The Teatr Ludowy (People’s Theatre; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 680 2101; www.ludowy.pl; Osiedle Teatralne 34) nailed both, with a startling socialist-realist exterior and daring repertoire.




5Church for the Workers

The brutalist Arka Pana (Lord’s Ark; [image: icon-phonegif]%12 644 0624; www.arkapana.pl; ul Obrońców Krzyża 1; admission free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm) was Nowa Huta’s first church, built in 1977 after workers’ protests. Step inside the concrete ark to gaze upon the mesmerising stained glass, and look for a moon rock, brought back by Apollo 11, in the tabernacle.




6Nowa Huta Underground

Northeast of Plac Centralny, Nowa Huta Underground ([image: icon-phonegif]%12 426 5060; www.muzeumkrakowa.pl; Osiedle Szkolne 37; adult/concession 11/8zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]htours 10am-5pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-familygif]c) focuses on the quarter’s extensive network of atomic shelters, built up in the 1950s and ’60s. The subterranean museum captures the era’s tension with its engaging displays on civil defence and Shelters Around the World.




7Dining in ’80s Style

Nowa Huta is short on dining options, but Bar Mleczny Szkolny (Osiedle Na Skarpie 24; mains 10-15zł; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mon-Fri), an old-school diner, is a reliable stop for pierogis and cabbage stew.




8Nowohuckie Centrum Kultury

Twin galleries (https://nck.krakow.pl/) display the works of 20th-century Polish artists Zdisław Beksiński and Jerzy Duda-Gracz. Beksiński’s canvases mesmerise with their themes of ruin, war and decay, while Duda-Grasz excels at grotesque human caricatures.










Worth a TripReflect at Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial & Museum



The German Nazi Concentration and Extermination Camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau is synonymous with genocide and the Holocaust. More than a million Jews, plus hundreds of Poles and Roma, were murdered here by German occupiers during WWII. Both sections – the main camp Auschwitz I and a much larger outlying camp at Birkenau (Auschwitz II) – have been preserved and are open for visitors.

[image: jpg]

DAREKB77/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


[image: icon-phonegif]%guides 33 844 8100

www.auschwitz.org

tour adult/concession 90/85zł

[image: icon-hoursgif]h7.30am-7pm Jun-Aug, to 6pm Apr-May & Sep, to 5pm Mar & Oct, to 4pm Feb, to 3pm Jan & Nov, to 2pm Dec






yTop Tips

AApril to October, tours are compulsory for entries between 10am and 3pm.

AA free shuttle bus runs between the two sites every 10 minutes from April to October, and every 30 minutes from November to March. Otherwise, it’s an easy 2km walk between the two sites.

AMost travel agencies in Kraków offer organised tours to Auschwitz-Birkenau that cost from 150zł per person, including transport and a guide.




5Take a Break

There are a few snack bars near the main parking area, and a canteen-style restaurant near the main entrance.




yGetting There

[image: icon-busgif]g Services (14zł, 1¾ hours) leave from Kraków Bus Station.

[image: icon-traingif]d Services (20zł, 1¾ hours) run from Kraków Main Station to Oświęcim, 1.6km north of the museum entrance.





Auschwitz Main Gate

Tours begin in the visitors centre of the main camp with the screening of a graphic 17-minute documentary film on the liberation of the camp by Soviet soldiers in 1945; the film is not recommended for children under 14. The tour then proceeds through the infamous gates bearing the slogan ‘Arbeit Macht Frei’ (‘Work Sets You Free’) to the main mustering point for the prisoners, where they would be called for morning roll and for camp announcements. The sign is a replica, the original having been stolen, recovered and put on display in the museum.




Barracks Exhibitions

The bulk of the exhibits in the main camp are located in former barracks, with each building (a ‘block’) given a number and a specific theme, such as how the camp was created, the confiscation of personal property, daily life and the resistance movement. Each block holds its own horrors, such as photos of new arrivals in cattle cars, helping each other, unaware that they’d be gassed shortly; mounds of prosthetic limbs, spectacles and children’s shoes; piles of battered suitcases with addresses on them, since their owners believed they’d eventually be going home. Particularly appalling is the sea of human hair (in Block 4) that was collected from victims (usually just before their murder) and then used to weave cloth.




Block 11: The Death Block

Block 11 is known as the notorious ‘Death Block’. While most of the mass killings took place in Birkenau, it was here in this small courtyard where thousands of victims were lined up and shot in front of the Wall of Death. The basement contains cells where prisoners were tortured, held in solitary confinement and starved to death. At one end of the grounds, you can enter a gas chamber and crematorium – the only one not destroyed by the fleeing Germans in a vain attempt to hide their crimes.




Birkenau Main Gate & Tower

From the main camp, Birkenau – the largest of the outlying camps – is 2km to the west. Most of the mass killings actually took place at this vast expanse, which was purpose-built by the Germans as an extermination camp (at Auschwitz I, some prisoners were kept alive for as long as they could work as slaves). Although much of the camp was destroyed by the retreating Nazis near the end of WWII, the barracks that remained standing, the long perimeter of barbed wire and the endless rows of isolated chimneys convey the unthinkable scale of the killing. The main building at the entrance holds a small exhibition, and you can climb the tower for a view over the camp and railroad.



[image: jpg]

Rail entrance to Auschwitz-Birkenau | LIYA_BLUMESSER/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


Birkenau Barracks

The real experience of Birkenau is simply walking through the camp, passing through the various sections, including separate parts for men, for women, and – perversely – a small section for ‘families’. You can still see the train tracks that ran through the centre of the grounds, aligned for maximum efficiency of delivery and dispatch. It was here that the selection process took place: some passengers were sent to labour as slaves and live in the squalor of the barracks; others (in particular the old, the ill and young children) were immediately separated and sent directly to the gas chambers.


A Short History of the Holocaust

It’s impossible to adequately encompass in words the slaughter of Europe’s Jewish population by Nazi Germany, but some background is essential to understanding what Auschwitz-Birkenau actually is.

Early Stages

In the early stages of WWII, in 1940 and 1941, the Germans used camps such as Auschwitz to house political prisoners, including Poles. Polish Jews were restricted to purpose-built ghettos constructed in Warsaw, Łódź, Podgórze (Kraków) and scores of other cities. Living conditions in the ghettos were deliberately appalling, and thousands died.

From Internment to Extermination

After Germany declared war on the Soviet Union in 1941, Nazi policy toward the Jews shifted from internment to extermination. Here at Auschwitz, the Birkenau camp was built to function exclusively as a holding and extermination camp. By the end of 1942 and into early 1943, the majority of Poland’s Jewry had been killed. The killings at Auschwitz-Birkenau and other places would grind on through 1944, even as Germany was losing the war, but by then most victims were Jews from other European countries, including Hungary and France.

Supplementary Reading

Should your visit compel you to learn more about the Holocaust, there are many scholarly and personal writings that can help. For many, the gold standard remains Primo Levi’s If This Is a Man. Levi, an Italian Jew, survived the war as a prisoner in the Monowitz camp at Auschwitz and went on to become a writer of great renown.

To see the camps from a Polish perspective, pick up Tadeusz Borowski’s This Way for the Gas, Ladies and Gentlemen. Borowski was not a Jew, but a Polish political prisoner.




Central Baths & Gas Chambers

Toward the back of the Birkenau camp, you can visit the central camp baths and retrace the route of the prisoners as they moved from the selection process to the gas chambers. Nearby is a stone memorial to the dead, plus the ruins of the gas chambers, crematoria, and other places where the corpses were burned in the open air and the ashes deposited in small ponds.












Worth a TripExplore the Wieliczka Salt Mine



A UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1978, the centuries-old Wieliczka Salt Mine is an eerie underground world of lakes and chambers filled with finely crafted sculptures and bas-reliefs carved by hand from salt. The first tourist we know by name to have visited the mine in 1493 was Nicolas Copernicus, and in 1868, part of the mine was toured by horse-drawn carriage.

[image: jpg]
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[image: icon-phonegif]%12 278 7302

www.kopalnia.pl

ul Daniłowicza 10, Wieliczka

adult/concession 116/106zł

[image: icon-hoursgif]h7.30am-7.30pm Apr-Oct, 8am-5pm Nov-Mar

[image: icon-familygif]c






yTop Tips

AThe main tour takes two hours and covers about 3km.

ABring a coat or sweater. The temperature in the mine is a balmy 17°C.

AEnglish-language tours depart every 30 minutes from 8.30am to 6pm in summer, and less frequently the rest of the year.

ABuy tickets in advance online, particularly for English-language tours that sell out.

ASeveral tour operators, including Cracow City Tours, run bus tours to the mine starting at around 170zł per person.




5Take a Break

Traditional Polish food is available underground at the Miners’ Tavern in the Budryk Chamber.




yGetting There

[image: icon-busgif]g 30 minutes from the main bus station.

[image: icon-traingif]d 25 minutes from the main train station.





Chapel of St Kinga

Most visitors choose the Tourist Route, which starts with a giddying descent down 380 wooden stairs to reach a depth of 135m. The showpiece is the Chapel of St Kinga (pictured), a church measuring 54m by 18m, and 12m high. Every element here, from chandeliers to bas-relief wall carvings from the New Testament, is made of salt. It took more than 30 years to finish, and the acoustics are so good, operatic performances have been held here.




Erazm Barącz Chamber

This chamber, situated at a depth of 100m, has been partly flooded by a lake. The lake is some 9m deep and the water gives off an eerie green glow because of the very high saline content.




Stanisław Staszic Chamber

This enormous chamber measures 36m in height, and visitors can enjoy the scale from a lookout platform. The chamber has hosted extreme sporting events and even an underground balloon flight.




Kraków Saltworks Museum

The tour ends at the Kraków Saltworks Museum, accommodated in 14 chambers on level three. Even if you’re ‘salted out’, it’s well worth it for the Jan Mateiko masterpieces, and the room filled with sparkling salt crystals. A mining lift whisks you back up.




The Miners’ Route

If you’ve been to the mine before, consider the more immersive Miners’ Route, where you explore less-visited parts of the mine and learn about mining traditions while wearing standard mining gear. Groups of 20 visitors head off from the ‘Regis Shaft’ near the centre of Wieliczka. The tour takes three hours.








Survival Guide


Before You Go


When to Go

[image: jpg]

AWinter (Nov–Mar) Short, dark days, snow and blustery winds. Tourists descend for lively Christmas and New Year festivities.

ASpring (Apr–Jun) April marks the start of the tourist season. Accommodation fills over Easter.

ASummer (Jul & Aug) Sunny and sometimes hot. Tourist levels in the Old Town swell to bursting.

AAutumn (Sep & Oct) Occasionally sunny but cool. Some attractions close for winter.




Book Your Stay

AAir-conditioning isn’t necessary other than in July and August, when Kraków is prone to fairly frequent heat waves.

AParking anywhere near the centre can be tight. Work out parking details with the hotel in advance.

ATo save money, consider booking a private room in a hostel.

AIf noise is an issue, ask for a room away from the street. Bear in mind that rooms below the roof can get hot in summer.

AMore expensive hotels will sometimes quote prices in euros for convenience, but the bill is alway paid in złoty.




Useful Websites

Most Kraków hotels and hostels list on large global booking sites such as Booking.com.

AHostelworld (www.hostelworld.com) Useful site for budget digs.

AAirbnb (www.airbnb.com) Global apartment- and room-sharing service is very active in Kraków.

ALonely Planet (lonelyplanet.com/poland/hotels) Recommendations and bookings.

ANoclegi (https://noclegi.renters.pl) Handy for apartments and studios.




Best Budget

AHostel Atlantis (www.atlantishostel.pl) Friendly, good value and excellent Kazimierz location.

AMundo Hostel (www.mundohostel.eu) These people understand what makes a good hostel.

ALittle Havana Party Hostel (www.facebook.com/The-Little-Havana-Party-Hostel) Party nights in the Old Town.

AMoon Hostel (https://moonhostel.pl/pl/krakow) Superb Kazimierz location; stylish rooms.

ALemon Tree Hostel (www.facebook.com/hostellemontree) Snug, family-friendly budget digs in Western Kraków.




Best Midrange

AU Pana Cogito (www.pcogito.pl) Set in a lovely, manicured old manor.

AHotel Eden (www.hoteleden.pl) Best of several private hotels in the middle of Kazimierz.

APlaza Boutique Hotel (www.plazahotelkrakow.pl) Excellent value for money in Podgórze.

AHotel Pod Wawelem (www.hotelpodwawelem.pl) Some rooms look out onto Wawel Royal Castle.

AHotel Indigo (www.hotelindigo.com) Former 19th-century residence of painter Jan Matejko with art-filled rooms and beamed ceilings.




Best Top End

AMetropolitan Boutique Hotel (www.hotelmetropolitan.pl) Modern design in a 19th-century townhouse.

AHotel Stary (www.stary.hotel.com.pl) Exudes charm, with appealing period details like exposed-beam ceilings and parquet flooring.

AHotel Copernicus (https://copernicus.hotel.com.pl) Swish Wawel offering, with fetching views from the rooftop terrace and stellar restaurant.

AHotel Pod Różą (www.podroza.hotel.com.pl) ‘Old world’, with antiques and oriental carpets.






Arriving in Kraków


John Paul II International Airport

The modern John Paul II International Airport (www.krakowairport.pl) is located in Balice, about 15km west of the centre. The airport handles all domestic and international flights and has car-hire desks, ATMs, a tourist office and currency exchanges.

ATrains connect the airport with Kraków’s main station (12zł, 20 minutes, every 30 minutes). They run daily from about 4am to midnight.

ABus 208 runs from the airport to Kraków’s main bus station (5zł, 45 minutes, hourly) between 4.30am and 10.30pm.

ATaxis to the centre cost 35zł to 70zł and take about 30 minutes.




Kraków Main Train Station

The modern Kraków Main Train Station (www.pkp.pl) is on the northeastern edge of the Old Town, entered via the Galeria Krakowska (www.galeriakrakowska.pl) shopping centre. Mostly underground, the station is beautifully laid out, with information booths and ticket offices on several levels. Find the left-luggage office (per day 8zł) and storage lockers (big/small locker per day 14/10zł) below platform 5. There are plenty of ATMs, restaurants and shops.

AWalk to the Old Town in about 10 minutes by following ul Pawia south.

ATrams connect the station to the city. Most stop south of the station, on the north edge of the Old Town, or along ul Pawia.




Kraków Bus Station

Kraków’s bus station (www.mda.malopolska.pl) is next to the main train station. Access is through the train station; follow the signs. The station has ticket and information counters, storage lockers and vending machines. Nearly all coaches, both domestic and international, arrive at and depart here.






Getting Around


Trams & Buses

AThe extensive transport network is operated by the Kraków Public Transport Authority (www.mpk.krakow.pl).

AThe system runs daily from about 5am to 11pm.

ARides require a valid ticket, bought from automated ticketing machines (automat biletów) onboard or at tram/bus stops. Validate immediately on boarding.

ACheck timetables and network maps online at www.mpk.krakow.pl; the krakow.jakdojade.pl site is excellent for figuring out how to get from A to B.




Taxis

ATaxis are relatively inexpensive and a viable option for getting around.

AIt’s best to order a taxi by phone rather than hail one in the street. Only use marked cabs.

ATaxis are legally obliged to give you a receipt; always ask for a receipt at the end of the ride. The meter starts at 7zł and rises by 2.39zł per kilometre, increasing to 3.50zł per kilometre from 10pm to 6am and on Sundays.

AApp-based ride-share services like Uber and Bolt (Taxify) also operate and can be slightly cheaper than licensed taxis.

ASome reliable taxi companies that can handle phone requests in English include iTaxi (www.itaxi.pl) and Barbakan (www.barbakan.krakow.pl).




Bicycle & Electric Scooter

AKraków is relatively easy to travel by bike, though cars and trams are an ever-present danger.

ACycling paths follow both sides of the river and circumnavigate the Old Town along the Planty

ASeveral tourist agencies in town offer cycling tours; rental outfitters include Dwa Koła (www.dwakola.internetdsl.pl) and Krk Bike Rental (www.krkbikerental.pl).

AElectric scooters are ubiquitous. Download Bolt or Tier apps to use them. Bolt also has electric bicycles dotted about town.




Tickets & Passes

A Tickets for trams and buses can be used interchangeably on both methods of transport.

A Tickets for both are valid for various time periods, from 20 minutes (4zł) and 60 minutes (6zł) to up to 24/48/72 hours (20/30/45zł).

A Buy tickets from machines onboard vehicles or at major transport stops. Some machines take only coins, while others allow you to pay with banknotes and credit cards too.

A Validate your ticket in stamping machines when you first board the vehicle; spot checks are frequent and the fine for riding without a valid ticket is high (240zł).






Essential Information


Accessible Travel

AKraków has made progress in the past decade in improving access for travellers with disabilities.

AMost new buildings, including museums, galleries, shopping malls and train stations, are accessible and an increasing number of older buildings are being retrofitted.

AKraków’s Main Market Square and surrounding streets are now broadly accessible, with smooth paving and kerb ramps.

AThe Wieliczka Salt Mine is now wheelchair accessible.

AThat said, high kerbs and stairs (especially at Wawel Castle) can still pose problems. Newer trams and buses are accessible, though some older trams are not. Many older buildings are not wheelchair friendly.

AFind Lonely Planet’s free Accessible Travel guides at https://shop.lonelyplanet.com/products/accessible-travel-online-resources




Business Hours

Most places adhere to the following hours. Shopping centres generally have longer hours and are open from 9am to 8pm at weekends. Museums are often closed on Mondays and may have shorter hours outside of high season.

Banks 9am–4pm Monday–Friday, to 1pm Saturday

Offices 9am–5pm Monday–Friday, to 1pm Saturday

Post Offices 8am–7pm Monday–Friday, to 1pm Saturday

Restaurants 11am–10pm

Shops 8am–6pm Monday–Friday, 10am–2pm Saturday




Discount Cards

KrakowCard (www.krakowcard.com) is available online or from tourist centres and costs €30/45/50 for one/two/three days. It provides free transport on buses and trams and free entry to around 40 attractions, including Schindler’s Factory, Rynek Underground, National Museum, St Mary’s Church and the Eagle Pharmacy – but not Wawel Castle.




Electricity

[image: jpg]
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Emergencies


	Country code	[image: icon-phonegif]%48

	General emergency	[image: icon-phonegif]%112

	Ambulance	[image: icon-phonegif]%999

	Police	[image: icon-phonegif]%997

	Fire	[image: icon-phonegif]%998






LGBTQI+ Travellers

Attitudes in Poland toward LGBTQI+ individuals remain generally negative, and while homosexuality is legal, both the Catholic Church and the ruling conservative government have strongly opposed initiatives that would make it more acceptable to the public.

ALGBTQI+ visitors are advised to exercise discretion and avoid public displays of affection.

AKraków has a small, but active LGBTQI+ population, with a handful of welcoming bars and clubs that change relatively frequently.




Money

The official Polish currency is the złoty, abbreviated to zł. It’s divided into 100 groszy, abbreviated to gr. Banknotes come in denominations of 10zł, 20zł, 50zł, 100zł and 200zł, and coins in 1gr, 2gr, 5gr, 10gr, 20gr and 50gr, and 1zł, 2zł and 5zł. Hold on to coins and small notes to use for tram tickets and cafes.


Money-Saving Tips

A Plan the main meal of the day around lunch. Many restaurants offer discounted two- and three-course lunch menus.

A Take advantage of student-oriented vegetarian restaurants and traditional Polish bar mleczny (milk bars), where filling meals can be had for around 20zł.

A Many museums set aside one day a week for free admission.

A If you’re planning on using trams extensively, purchase the heavily discounted 24-, 48- and 72-hour passes instead of using individual tickets.




ATMs

AATMs are ubiquitous, particularly along main streets and in neighbourhood centres.

AATMs accept most international cash cards. All ATMs require a four-digit PIN.

AInstead of exchanging money, it can be cheaper simply to withdraw cash as needed from an ATM (though Euronet is best avoided in favour of bank ATMs). Conversion fees are normally better than at banks or exchange counters.




Cash

AChange money at banks or kantors (private exchange offices).

AFind these along main streets as well as at travel agencies, train stations and post offices. Rates vary, so shop around.

AKantors are usually open between 9am and 6pm on weekdays and to 2pm on Saturday, but some open longer and a few stay open 24 hours.




Credit Cards

AMajor credit cards, like Visa and MasterCard, are widely accepted. You may experience a problem with small transactions (under 10zł).

AAmerican Express cards are typically accepted at larger hotels and restaurants, but they are not as widely recognised as other cards.




Tipping

AIn restaurants, the norm is to tip 10% to reward good service. Leave the tip in the pouch the bill is delivered in or hand the money directly to the server.

ATip hairdressers, tour guides and other personal services 10% of the total.

ATaxis drivers won’t usually expect a tip, but it’s fine to round the fare up to the nearest 5zł or 10zł increment for particularly good drivers.




Exchange Rates


	Australia	A$1	2.62zł

	Canada	C$1	2.93zł

	Europe	€1	4.37zł

	Japan	¥100	2.67zł

	New Zealand	NZ$1	2.42zł

	United Kingdom	£1	5.03zł

	United States	US$1	3.99zł



For current exchange rates, see www.xe.com.






Public Holidays

New Year’s Day 1 Jan

Epiphany 6 Jan

Easter Sunday March or April

Easter Monday March or April

State Holiday 1 May

Constitution Day 3 May

Pentecost Sunday Seventh Sunday after Easter

Corpus Christi Ninth Thursday after Easter

Assumption Day 15 Aug

All Saints’ Day 1 Nov

Independence Day 11 Nov

Christmas 25 & 26 Dec




Safe Travel

Kraków is generally a safe city for travellers, although as a major tourist spot it has its fair share of pickpockets; be vigilant in crowded public areas.

AIn summer, large numbers of tourists can mean long queues for top sights, such as Schindler’s Factory and Wawel Castle.

ASome sights allow you to book your admission in advance online or assign you a slotted arrival time.




Telephone Services


Domestic & International Calls

APoland’s country code is [image: icon-phonegif]%48.

AAll telephone numbers have nine digits. It’s not necessary to dial a [image: icon-phonegif]%0 before calling between cities within Poland. Simply dial the unique nine-digit number.

ATo call abroad from Poland, dial the international access code [image: icon-phonegif]%00, then the country code, then the area code and number. To dial Poland from abroad, dial your country’s international access code, then [image: icon-phonegif]%48 and then the nine-digit local number.




Mobile Phones

APoland uses the GSM 900/1800 system, the same as Europe, Australia and New Zealand. Phones from North America or Japan will work in Poland as long as they are tri-band and the service provider allows for international roaming.

AIf your home provider’s roaming fees for data and calls are pricey, a cheaper option can be to purchase and install a local prepaid SIM card. They sell for as little as 15zł and are quick to set up.

ABefore buying a SIM card, be sure your phone is unlocked (able to accept foreign SIM cards).






Dos & Don’ts

A Clothing For sightseeing in Kraków, casual, comfortable clothing is the norm. Dress up for the opera or an evening out at a nice restaurant, and smarten up for clubs to get by the bouncer at the door.

A Religion Treat churches and monasteries with respect and stay silent inside. Wear proper attire, including covered knees and shoulders (for men and women). Refrain from flash photography and leave a small donation at the door.

A Public Transport Don’t block the door on crowded trams. If you are able, always yield your seat when required.

A Greetings It’s customary to greet people on arriving with a friendly dzień dobry! (jyen do·bri; good day!). On leaving, part with a hearty do widzenia! (do vee·dze·nya; goodbye!).

A Eating & Drinking When raising a glass, greet your friends with na zdrowie! (nah zdroh·vee·ya; cheers!). Before tucking into your food, wish everyone smacznego! (smach·neh·go; bon appetite!). End the meal with dziękuję (jyen·koo·ye; thank you).




Toilets

APublic toilets are labelled ‘toaleta’ or ‘WC’, and are generally clean and well kept.

AMen should look for ‘dla panów’ or ‘męski’, or a door with a triangle.

AWomen should head for ‘dla pań’ or ‘damski’, or a door marked with a circle.

APublic toilets often charge a fee of 5zł, collected by a toilet attendant sitting at the door. Carry small change.




Tourist Information

AInfoKraków (www.infokrakow.pl), the official tourist office, offers free maps and help in sorting out lodging and transport.

AFind branches at many convenient tourist locations, including at the Cloth Hall, Old Town and the Airport.

AIn Your Pocket (www.inyourpocket.com) regularly updates its Kraków listings guide.




Visas

ACitizens of EU countries do not need visas to visit Poland and can stay indefinitely.

ACitizens of the US, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and many other countries can stay in Poland for up to 90 days without a visa.

AOther nationalities should check current visa requirements with the Polish embassy or consulate in their home country.

AThere’s more information on the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs (www.gov.pl/web/diplomacy) website.
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Behind the Scenes




Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travellers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you are happy to have your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/legal.
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customise your guide.

2. Content when you need it

Downloading eBooks on the road is
simple, and you can carry as many
guides as you need.

4., Essential online travel info

Links to the best business and travel
websites bring all the info you need into
one place.

Features you’ll love while on the road...

Central Perth

© sights
2 Bl Tower — —
3 Perth Institute of Contemoo?

Double tap
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and zoom

Art Gallery of Western Australia
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Art Gallery of Western Australia
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Zoom-in maps make it easy ! Offline maps mean no
i to navigate in a new place. data-roaming charges.
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Eastern Krakow
Eastern Krakéw pulses

toadifferent beat. Here,
' Krakéw loses its aura

of medieval magic and
holiday haven and takes
on the rhythms of the
workaday world

0ld Town
The centre of Krakéw life since
the Tatar invasions of the 13th
century, the Old Town, with
graceful Main Market Square
(Rynek Gtowny), is filled

with historical buildings and
monuments.

Kazimierz
Anindependent town

for 700 years, Kazimierz
does double-duty as
home to many of the city’s
mostimportant Jewish-
heritage sites as well as
its most popular cafes,
clubs and restaurants.

Western Krakow
Western Krakow is the
prim and prosperous
side of town, filled with
tidy streets that are lined
with well-maintained

John Paul Il
Krakéw-Balice | 19th-and early-20th-
International century townhouses.
?_az Skm) | Schindler's o
Factory Podgorze
Podgorze played a

notorious role during
WWII it was here the
Germans herded 16,000
Jews into a ghetto before
sending them off to

concentration camps.

Wawel Hill & Around
Wawel Hill, south of the Old
Town, is the silent guardian of
amillennium of Polish history.
The hilltop castle was the seat
of kings and queens from the
earliest days of the Polish
state
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Each listing has practical information
represented by these symbols:

[J] Telephone number & Bus

& Openinghours = Ferry

[P] Parking & Tram

% Nz:nsm(t)king ® Train station

= n.el.'ne aceess (M Metro/MRT station

= Wi-fiaccess — ) .

D VegderiEn s % Subway/S-Bahn/Skytrain station

@ English-language menu U] Underground/U-Bahn station

[+ Family-friendly [B] BART station

& Pet-friendly [®] Monorail

LONELY PLANET'S PROMISE
We tell it like itis. Our job is to make amazing travel experiences
happen. Our recommendations are always independently selected,
with no influence from outside sources. Our advice comes from
first-hand experience, so you can rely on us to help you have a

great trip, every time.
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Language

Poland is linguistically one of the
most homogeneous countries in
Europe — more than 95% of the
population has Polish as their first
language. Polish belongs to the
Slavic language family, with Czech
and Slovak as close relatives. It has
about 45 million speakers.

Vowels are generally pronounced
short, giving them a ‘clipped’ qual-
ity. Note that a is pronounced as
the ‘u’in‘cut’ ai as in ‘aisle’ and ow
as in‘cow’. If you read the pronun-
ciation guides in this chapter as if
they were English you'll be under-
stood just fine. Note that stressed
syllables are indicated with italics.

To enhance your trip with a

phrasebook, visit lonelyplanet.com.
Basics

Hello.

Czesc. cheshch
Goodbye.

Do widzenia. do vee-dze-nya
Yes./No.

Tak./Nie. tak/nye
Please./You're welcome.

Prosze. pro-she
Thank you.

Dziekuje. jyen-koo-ye

Excuse me./Sorry.

Przepraszam. pshe-pra-sham

How are you?

Jak pan/pani yak pan/pa-nee
sie miewa? (m/f) shye mye-va
Fine. And you?

Dobrze. dob-zhe

A pan/pani? (m/f) apan/pa-nee
Do you speak English?

Czy pan/pani chipan/pa-nee
méwi po moo-vee po
angielsku? (m/f)  an-gyel-skoo

I don’t understand.
Nie rozumiem. nye ro-zoo-myem

Eating & Drinking

I'd like the menu, please.
Prosze o pro-she o
jadtospis. ya-dwo-spees
I don’t eat meat

Nie jadam nye ya-dam
migsa myen-sa
Cheers!

Na zdrowie! na zdro-vye

Please bring the bill.

Prosze o pro-she o
rachunek. ra-khoo-nek
Shopping

I'd like to buy ...

Chce kupic ... khtse koo-peech
I'm just looking.

Tylko ogladam. til-ko o-glon-dam

How much is it?

lle to kosztuje? ee-le to kosh-too-ye
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To get the most out of the maps in this guide, use the zoom function on your device,
or visit http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps to grab a PDF of the maps.
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That's too expensive.
To jest za drogie.  to yest zadro-gye

Can you lower the price?

Czy moze pan/ chimo-zhe pan/
pani obnizyc¢ pa-nee ob-nee-zhich
cene? (m/f) tse-ne
Emergencies

Help!

Na pomoc! na po-mots

Go away!

Odejdz! o-deyj

Call the police!

Zadzwori po zad-zvon' po
policje! po-lee-tsye

Call a doctor!

Zadzwori po zad-zvon' po
lekarza! le-ka-zha

I'm lost.

Zgubitem/ zgoo-bee-wem/
am sie. (m/f) wam shye
Imill.

Jestem yes-tem
chory/a. (m/f) kho-ri/ra

Where are the toilets?
Gdzie sg toalety?  gjye som to-a-le-ti

Time & Numbers
What time is it?

Ktora jest ktoo-ra yest
godzina? go-jee-na

It’s one o’clock.

Pierwsza. pyerf-sha

Half past (10).

Wpét do fpoow do
(jedenastej). (ye-de-nas-tey)
morning

rano ra-no

afternoon

popotudnie po-po-wood-nye
evening

wieczér vye-choor
yesterday

wezoraj fcho-rai
today

dzi$/dzisiaj jeesh/jee-shai
tomorrow

jutro yoo-tro

1 Jjeden ye-den

2 dwa dva

3 trzy tshi

4 cztery  chteri

5 pie¢ pyench

6 szesc¢ sheshch

7 siedem  shye-dem

8 osiem o-shyem

9 dziewie¢ jye-vyench

5

dziesie¢  jye-shench

Transport & Directions
Where’s a/the ...?
Gdzie jest ...? gjye yest ...
What's the address?

Jaki jest adres? ya-kee yest ad-res

Can you show me (on the map)?

Czy moze pan/ chimo-zhe pan/
pani mi pa-nee mee
pokazac po-ka-zach

(na mapie)? (m/f) (nama-pye)
When'’s the next (bus)?

Kiedy jest kye-diyest
nastepny nas-temp-ni
(autobus)? (ow-to-boos)
A ... ticket (to Katowice).

Prosze bilet pro-she bee-let

...(do Katowic). ... (do ka-to-veets)
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