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The Journey Begins Here
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The nine islands of the Azores, lost in the Atlantic between Europe and North America, were a well-kept secret until around 2015, when flying here became easier and cheaper. As tourism boomed, the archipelago strived to preserve authenticity. Lush pastures, black-sand beaches, deep lakes and plunging waterfalls are their calling card. My birthplace is adventurous one moment and dead quiet the next; effervescent with art and music festivals mixed with centuries-old traditions. Be ready to lean into island life and the Azoreans will embrace you as one of their own.
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Sandra Henriques

@sandra.henriques.writer

Sandra is a published author of travel guides and horror stories. Born in the Azores islands, she lived in the archipelago until relocating to Lisbon in 1997.






THE BEST

Heritage Experiences

The Azores were influenced by the different cultures of their first settlers, making the archipelago a cultural melting pot. Signs of that diversity can be found in museums and scattered among grazing fields.
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Learn about the former capital’s strategic importance at Museu de Angra do Heroísmo. (pictured)
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Understand the social and economic impact of whale hunting and Faial’s role as a commercial hub for the whale industry at Fábrica da Baleia de Porto Pim.

Hike among the UNESCO World Heritage-listed vineyards at Paisagem da Vinha de Criação Velha on Pico.

Spot the Maroiços do Pico, strange rock formations that belong to an ancient civilisation, according to some theories.
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Discover the unique fechaduras (wooden locks) that can only be found on Corvo.

Visit the plot in Cemitério do Carmo, which is reserved for foreign non-Catholic citizens who have lived in Horta over the years. (pictured)







THE BEST

Outdoors Experiences

With dozens of hiking trails, beaches, natural swimming pools and unique landscapes, the Azores is one of the world’s top destinations for outdoor activities, appealing to all types of adventure travellers.
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Float and relax for a couple of hours at the hot springs of Poça da Dona Beija on São Miguel. (pictured)
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Descend into the heart of an inactive volcano at Algar do Carvão.

Climb to the top of Portugal’s highest mountain, Mt Pico, spend the night, and see the sunrise.

See what remains of the volcano that erupted in the late 1950s at Capelinhos and learn about the social impacts on life on Faial. (pictured)
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Visit Corvo’s only crater, Caldeirão, and hike down the moss-covered trail to get closer to the lake.

Hike to Flores’ Poço da Ribeira do Ferreiro to see the island’s most Instagrammed landscape.







THE BEST

Art Experiences

The islands’ isolation has shaped local art over the last decades. And while the focus has been more on the traditional, doors to contemporary art forms have recently begun to open.

Spot the different contemporary art pieces poking out of vineyards and trees at the free-to-visit, open 24/7 MiratecArts Galeria Costa.
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Meet the newer generation of artists by visiting a gallery or one of their workshops at O Quarteirão, a quarter in Ponta Delgada.

See the latest exhibitions of Azorean contemporary art at Arquipélago – Centro de Artes Contemporâneas. (pictured)

Discover the work of local artists and artisans at the temporary exhibitions room in Museu Francisco de Lacerda.
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Find the enigmatic volcanic rock sculptures Sorrisos de Pedra scattered throughout Pico island. (pictured)

Admire one of the largest collections of decorated whale teeth and bones at Museu de Scrimshaw, made by sailors and local artisans.






THE BEST

Architecture Experiences

The Azores are more about unique and unusual buildings than big monuments. Churches make up the majority of must-see architectural attractions, but there are some surprises.
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Find the dozens of colourful Impérios on Terceira: small temples built in honour of the Holy Ghost.

Step inside the oldest church in the Azores, Ermida dos Anjos, built by the first settlers on Santa Maria in the 15th century.

Explore the ruins of the abandoned village Caldeira do Mosteiro, where nature has taken over most houses.

Head to Igreja das Angústias and admire the main altar’s unique natural wood carvings and pastel frescoes.

Visit Farol dos Rosais, a lighthouse that was permanently shut for safety reasons after the great earthquake of 1980.

See the one-of-a-kind decorated interiors of Igreja de Santa Bárbara.






THE BEST

Wildlife-Watching Experiences

Wild animals roam freely in the Azores. Seeing them in their natural habitat is more than an unforgettable experience: it is a privilege.
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Bring your binoculars to Corvo and spot some of the rarest species on a bird-watching day out.
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Book a summer diving tour on Santa Maria and mingle with manta rays not too far from the coast.

Be surprised by playful dolphins and the occasional whale on a guided boat tour around Flores coast.

See sperm whales and other sea animals from a safe distance on a whale-watching tour from Pico.
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Pet dairy cows and their calves next to the family-owned cheese factory Queijaria O Morro.

Meet some donkeys at Associação de Criadores do Burro Anão da Ilha Graciosa, the local non-profit organisation responsible for preserving the local breed, burro da Graciosa. (pictured)







THE BEST

Food & Drink Experiences

For centuries, Azoreans have learned to make do with what resources they have, and an inventive cuisine mirrors this creativity. Pair these original dishes with a glass of Pico wine.
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Feast upon a hearty meat-and-vegetable stew, cozido das Furnas, cooked underground in volcanic steam. (pictured)
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Imagine you’re a professional cheese-quality tester on São Jorge and do a tasting after touring Uniqueijo.

Let your taste buds experience the unusual taste of algae-based erva do calhau fritters, on Flores and Corvo.

Head to Fajã da Caldeira de Santo Cristo in the summer to try the rare and only clams produced in the Azores. (pictured)
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Treat yourself to a plate of fragrant alcatra, Terceira’s famous beef pot roast.

Do a wine tasting of Pico’s red and white wines at one of the island’s vineyards.







THE BEST

Festival Experiences

From music festivals to religious festivities, all year long there are celebrations going on in the Azores. Especially in the summer, there’s a high chance you’ll stumble into some village celebrating a patron saint.

See one (or more) bailinho and find out the unique way Terceira celebrates Carnaval with amateur small-scale vaudeville performances.
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Buy tickets to attend Tremor on São Miguel. At this music and arts festival, any place can be a stage.

Take part in an Espírito Santo fest, the Azores’ most popular religious event honouring the Holy Ghost, one of the islands’ oldest traditions. (pictured)

Go to Santa Maria for Maré de Agosto, Portugal’s oldest continuous summer music festival.
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Follow the crowds to the historic centre of Angra do Heroísmo on Terceira and party at Sanjoaninas with the locals. (pictured)

Honour the ocean with sailors and locals in Horta at the weeklong festival Semana do Mar.






Best for Kids

Spend the afternoon at Reserva Florestal Luís Paulo Camacho on Flores and have a picnic surrounded by trees and free-roaming animals.

Spot the rock whale on a road trip to Ponta da Barca on Graciosa. Climb the Farol da Ponta da Barca lighthouse next to it for a better view from the top.

Discover the story of local pirate António Freitas and see his tombstone decorated with a skull and crossbones at Cemitério do Mosteiro on Flores.

Head to the local non-profit organisation, Associação de Criadores do Burro Anão da Ilha Graciosa, responsible for rescuing and maintaining the local donkey breed, burro da Graciosa, and meet some of the donkeys.





Best for Free

Walk through the tea plantations with a self-guided tour at Fábrica de Chá Gorreana and Fábrica de Chá do Porto Formoso on São Miguel and end with a tea tasting to compare both brews.

Explore Portugal’s first UNESCO World Heritage Site, walking the streets of Angra do Heroísmo on Terceira.

See the bell tower known as Torre da Urzelina, the only building to be spared by a violent volcanic eruption on São Jorge in 1808.

Swim with a view of the country’s highest mountain, or stroll by the sea, at Praia do Almoxarife on Faial, one of the Azores’ most beautiful beaches.







Three Perfect Days

The Azores offer such a whirlwind of experiences that you may struggle to know where to start. Check out our suggested itineraries to help you decide which island to visit.
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DAY ONE

Only Have One Day?

Morning

Start your day early on Terceira and head to Monte Brasil to take in the views over Angra do Heroísmo (pictured).

Afternoon

After an early lunch in Angra’s historic centre, head to the middle of the island to descend into Algar do Carvão. If it’s closed when you visit, head to nearby Furnas do Enxofre instead. Finish the afternoon with a quick swim in Piscinas Naturais dos Biscoitos.

EVENING

Head to Miradouro da Serra do Cume to see one of the island’s trademark landscapes, and then on to Praia da Vitória for dinner at O Pescador by the beach.
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DAY TWO

A Weekend Trip

Morning

Take the early boat from Flores to Corvo and spend the morning exploring the winding streets of Vila do Corvo. After grabbing a quick lunch, head to Caldeirão before leaving.

Afternoon

Explore four of Flores’ seven lakes in the afternoon. Start with Lagoa Branca, then Lagoa Seca and Lagoa Comprida (pictured) and Lagoa Funda. If the weather’s good, include one more lake in your itinerary: Poço da Ribeira do Ferreiro.

EVENING

Before dinner, see the waterfall at Poço do Bacalhau and then head to Fajã Grande to see the westernmost sunset in Europe.
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DAY THREE

A Short Break

Morning

Start early on São Jorge with a visit to Fajã dos Vimes for an espresso made with locally grown coffee beans. Then head to Fajã dos Cubres (pictured) to see one of Portugal’s most beautiful villages. To round off your morning, hire a four-wheel motorcycle to visit the most isolated of them all: Fajã da Caldeira de Santo Cristo.

Afternoon

Drive west to tour the cheese factory at Uniqueijo and do a tasting. After the visit, continue west to see the abandoned Farol dos Rosais.

EVENING

Head to Velas for a relaxed dinner and drinks by the sea.
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If You Have More Time

Start your day on São Miguel with a post-breakfast walk around the historic centre of Ponta Delgada. Before lunch, head east to experience the hot springs and see the sulphur-scented caldeiras in Furnas. Call a restaurant in advance to order a typical cozido.

Spend the afternoon in Nordeste, the area of São Miguel that islanders have dubbed ‘the 10th island’. Make time to hike down to Farol do Arnel, the Azores’ oldest lighthouse and one of the most iconic landmarks on São Miguel. Don’t leave without seeing Cascata do Salto da Farinha.

Leave early for Ribeira Grande and set aside enough time to visit the tea plantations Fábrica de Chá Gorreana and Fábrica de Chá do Porto Formoso en route. Explore the city on foot, ending with the view from Miradouro do Palheiro. Finish the day with dinner in Rabo de Peixe.
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A City Day Trip

The islands of Pico and Faial are a 30-minute boat trip apart. Buy ferry tickets from Madalena to Horta in advance online and take the earliest boat so you can spend a whole day on Faial.

Explore the city of Horta (pictured) on foot before heading to Porto Pim to enjoy the beach, have lunch, and tour Fábrica da Baleia de Porto Pim and next-door Casa dos Dabney.

Before returning to Pico at the end of the day, hike to the top of Monte da Guia or relax with a signature gin and tonic at Peter Café Sport.
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On a Rainy Day

This is an excellent opportunity to learn more about Pico’s wine industry (pictured). Start with a visit to Museu do Vinho. With three separate sections, each building (including the covered viewpoint) is on the same property and it’s a short walk from one another.

Then drive to Paisagem da Vinha de Criação Velha to see the UNESCO World Heritage-listed vineyards, sheltered by the basalt currais (short walls of rock that protect the vines from the ocean). You don’t need to leave the car to see them up-close.

Book a wine tasting at Adega do Vulcão. After learning about Pico’s wines, head to Cella Bar for a glass of your favourite with a view.
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Get Prepared


Book Ahead

Three months before Buy tickets for popular festivals like Tremor and Maré de Agosto.

One month before Buy ferry tickets, book whale-watching tours and schedule a guided tour or register to climb Mt Pico.

Two weeks before Reserve a table at one of the many restaurants serving cozido das Furnas.



Manners Matter

Azoreans are curious when they see unfamiliar faces. Drivers often wave even if they don’t know you, especially on the smaller islands and in more remote villages. Simply wave back, regardless of whether or not you recognise who’s behind the wheel.

Even if you aren’t fluent in Portuguese, saying bom dia (before noon), boa tarde (from noon to evening) or boa noite (after 8pm) goes a long way.

Food Supplies

Due to weather conditions and an increase in tourist numbers, some of the smaller and more remote islands may struggle with food supplies in peak season, even though cargo ships travel here every week or two. It’s a nuisance that locals have learned to live with. Show some understanding if some staple items aren’t available in shops, or if a restaurant has fewer options on the menu.

Things to Know

ATMs The smaller the island, the fewer the Multibancos. Carry cash (small notes and change) as often as possible.

Beggars They’re insistent but will leave you alone after a firm ‘no’. You won’t come across beggars outside the larger cities.

Restaurants In smaller towns and villages, some restaurants might not open during low season or if they don’t have reservations, despite having to an official schedule. Ask around: locals will know who to call or how to help you with meal arrangements.

Countryside driving It’s not a myth that most countryside traffic jams are caused by farmers leading herds of cows between grasslands. Get as close to the side of the road as possible, turn off your car and wait.



TIPPING

Tipping isn’t mandatory, but giving something extra for exceptional service is a courtesy. Leave some spare coins on the table at the restaurant or let them know you don’t need change: fica assim.
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DAILY BUDGET

Budget: Less than €125

• Dorm bed: from €30

• Soup and sandwich combo at a cafe: from €10

• Guided walking tour: from €10

• Public museum admission: from €2

Midrange: €125–250

• Short-term apartment rental: €100–150

• Three-course dinner with a soft drink: €15–20

• Whale-watching tour: €65–95

• Wine and food tour: €65–100

Top end: More than €250

• One-bedroom house in a rural tourist village: from €200

• Three-course dinner with wine: from €30

• One-day guided tour: from €85

• Hot-springs massage: from €80




Currency

Euro (€)

Language

Portuguese

Time

GMT/UTC minus one hour




TIP

Weather on the islands is unpredictable. When sightseeing, keep a flexible mindset and be prepared to change plans at the last minute or to spend extra time at a viewpoint waiting for the clouds to clear.
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When To Go

For fabulous weather, a varied range of festivals, blooming hydrangeas and ideal conditions for outdoor activities, aim for the sweet spot between June and September.


Milder weather and numerous festivals bring the larger crowds to the Azores from June to September. July and August see tourist numbers peak, with a mix of one-time visitors and emigrants returning home for the summer.

Weather-wise, autumn and winter can bring some surprisingly bright and sunny days, although rain, cold and wind are the norm. December and January are great months to score cheap flights and accommodation, but are challenging for outdoor activities and some tours, as most nature points of interest may be off limits.

The Big Events

June: Sanjoaninas is Terceira’s most popular non-religious event. Attend for the colourful street parades, local food stalls, music concerts and two weeks of wholesome fun celebrating St John, one of Portugal’s santos populares (popular saints).
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August: Semana dos Baleeiros pays tribute to Pico’s old whalers and the whaling industry with a week of concerts, street stalls selling crafts and traditional foods, and a regatta of whaleboats.

August: Semana do Mar takes place on Faial’s Horta, around its always-bustling marina – a well-known stop for those traversing the Atlantic by sea. Locals celebrate the ocean with concerts, water-sports events, DJ sets and street parades.


August: One of Portugal’s oldest ongoing music festivals, Maré de Agosto attracts a considerable crowd to the island of Santa Maria in the summer. The lineup is a mix of national and international bands across different genres.

Ponta Delgada Weather

[image: jpg]

New & Cool

March: Artists converge on São Miguel for artistic residencies, talks and to showcase their work in unusual locations during Tremor. Previous ‘stages’ have included the hot springs at Terra Nostra Park.

July: Azores Fringe Festival mixes the offbeat with the traditional in street performances, concerts, theatre plays, art exhibitions and film screenings. Although based on Pico, events take place on all of the islands.

August: Eco-friendly beach festival Azores Burning Summer brings concerts and DJ sets to Praia dos Moinhos on São Miguel. Popular music genres include world music, funk and soul.

June & July: Biennial Walk&Talk returns in 2025. The contemporary arts festival, which aims to showcase new artists, is based on São Miguel but often travels to other islands.


ACCOMMODATION LOWDOWN

On the smaller islands (Corvo, Graciosa and Flores) where there’s fewer hotels, rates peak from June to August, and vacancies are scarce. On Faial, Pico, São Jorge, Terceira, São Miguel and Santa Maria you’ll find a wider range of options from budget-friendly accommodation to high-end hotels.







Getting There

Most international flights land in Aeroporto João Paulo II (PDL) on São Miguel. Some of them land in Lajes (TER) on Terceira.



From the Airport to the City Centre

By Taxi

Reaching the centre from the airport by taxi is the most convenient way throughout the archipelago, except on Corvo where there aren’t any taxis, and the only town is within walking distance. Prices range from €5 to €25. To calculate and budget accordingly, take note that the base fare starts at €3.60 and each travelled kilometre costs €0.74. From 9pm to 6am, and on Sundays and national holidays, taxis add a surcharge of 20%

By Bus

Public transport is not always a reliable option, so keep in mind that you may need a plan B to get from the airport to the city centre. On the islands of Terceira and Santa Maria, buses run somewhat more frequently. Tickets are purchased on board.

By Rental Car

Renting a car is the fastest and most direct way to reach the centre. All airports (except Corvo) have rental car offices at the arrivals’ terminal. Choose a company with representation at all airports as it will be easier to manage your reservations in case of flight delays or cancellations if you’re travelling between islands.

Other Points of Entry

By Air

Travellers can also fly into the Azores directly from Lisbon or Porto to the airports on Santa Maria (SMA), Faial (HOR) and Pico (PIX). Azores Airlines operates these flights once or twice a week.


By Cruise Ship

It’s not the most common way to travel, but it’s possible to reach some islands by cruise ship during the spring and summer.







Getting Around

On each island, opt for renting a car or hiring a taxi as rideshare apps aren’t available. If you plan to hike some of the trails, you can arrange a drop-off and a pick-up with local taxi drivers. Choose the ferry between neighbouring islands (Faial, Pico and São Jorge; Flores and Corvo).


Aeroplane

Azoreans rely on inter-island flights, which means connections are frequent but often fully booked during peak season – SATA Azores Airlines operates all flights. When demand is high, the airline usually schedules extra trips (subject to available aeroplanes).
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Ferry

Hopping on an Atlântico Line ferry is the easiest way to travel between the Flores and Corvo islands and the ‘Triangle Islands’ (Faial, Pico and São Jorge) throughout the year. You can also travel by ferry to and from Terceira and Graciosa, from June to September. Ferries in the ‘Triangle Islands’ can accommodate cars, motorcycles, bicycles and pets (travelling alone or with their owner).

Bus

All islands have a public bus network except the smallest one, Corvo. The service is not the most reliable option for travellers with limited time becuase, on most islands, buses only do two trips (for commuters and students): one in the morning and one at the end of the day. Frequency, fares and bus companies vary by island. During the holidays and school breaks, schedules are reduced.

[image: jpg]

ANDREIA VEIGA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


ESSENTIAL APP

Download the SATA Azores Airlines app to book inter-island flights.
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Taxi

Travelling by taxi is the easiest way to get around and go sightseeing, particularly for non-drivers. Fees are fixed and, in most cases, not negotiable (but there’s no harm in asking).

Walking & Hiking

Particularly on the smaller islands (Corvo, Flores, Graciosa, Santa Maria and Faial), exploring on foot is the best way to get around if you have the time to spare. To discover the least urbanised areas, all islands have mapped hiking trails (see trails.visitazores.com/en) with various difficulty levels.

Bicycle

In Angra do Heroísmo (Terceira), you can download the Moovi app and rent an e-bike to ride around town, although there aren’t any mapped bike paths.

Car Rental

Hiring a car is the best and easiest way to get around. Road maps are straightforward and the chances of getting lost are slim. Some narrow secondary streets will appear to be one-way, but that’s not always the case. Stick to speed limits.

Public Transport Essentials

Ferry Tickets

One-way tickets begin at €3.80 for a trip between Faial and Pico (approximately 30 minutes) – discounts are available for seniors, travellers with disabilities, children, families and large groups of 10 or more passengers. Return trips are charged as two journeys.

Purchase tickets online at atlanticoline.pt (the easier and faster option) or on-site at the ferry stations (São Miguel, Pico, Faial and São Jorge). Ticket office hours vary according to trip schedules.

Azores Air Pass

SATA Air Azores operates all inter-island flights and ticket prices vary based on demand and the time of year. To motivate tourists on a budget to visit more islands, SATA Azores Airlines created the Azores Air Pass, which allows non-residents in the Azores to book flights for up to three islands (for stops over 24 hours) with a single ticket (this fare is non-refundable). Passengers can also use this pass for unlimited stops at any island (a more affordable option for island-hopping), as long as they don’t stay for more than 24 hours.

This ticket is valid for travellers flying into the Azores on charter, international and domestic flights, and is available only through the SATA Azores Airlines’ call centre or website.

Bus Tickets

Each island (except Corvo) has its own local public bus company; therefore, fares vary based on the company operating the bus and the journey distance. Tickets are one-way only and there are no special discounts for return trips. Travellers must purchase their ticket on board from the driver, preferably with cash (change and small notes only). Tickets don’t need to be validated, but passengers must hold on to them until the end of the trip.


TRAVEL COSTS

Taxi base fare

€3.60

Atlântico Line Sea Pass

€60 for up to four trips

Car rental

€20–70 per day




WHEN TO BUY FERRY TICKETS

Island commuters, especially between Faial and Pico, use the ferry frequently. Buy tickets in advance.




TICKETS

Each ferry passenger is permitted to travel with two pieces of luggage (up to 25kg) and a carry-on bag.
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FERRY LINES

Pink Flores and Corvo

Blue Faial and Pico

Green Faial, Pico and São Jorge

Lilac and white (seasonal) Graciosa and Terceira





A Few Surprises

Earthquake-stopping myths, strange sounds at night, and celebrations involving free food and drink. Experience the unexpected.


Miraculous Statues

Most Azoreans have an unshakable faith in divine intervention that’s been with them since the first settlers. In the beginning, this offered an explanation for storms, volcanoes and earthquakes. To reinforce that feeling, there are several stories involving miraculous statues that saved islanders from natural tragedies. The one at Santuário do Senhor Santo Cristo dos Milagres – which you can visit in Ponta Delgada – is believed to have stopped an earthquake on São Miguel around the 1700s. Similar stories on other islands are at the heart of most ongoing religious celebrations.

Unusual Night Sounds

Imagine it’s a warm summer night, everything is quiet and you’re enjoying the cool breeze on your terrace. Suddenly, a strange waka waka sound disturbs the silence; you look up, trying to pinpoint its origin, but whatever flew overhead is long gone. There’s nothing to fear: it’s just the cagarro (Cory’s shearwater). This bird chooses the Azores to breed and nest, and its distinct cry is the archipelago’s unofficial soundtrack. Corvo is one of the best islands to hear (and spot) them, although they’re everywhere from March to October.
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Free Communal Feasts

The colourful impérios are characteristic of Terceira, but all islands have their version of these small chapels honouring the Holy Ghost. From May to September, the archipelago celebrates Espírito Santo every Sunday. Everyone is invited, and people are welcome to sit and eat as long as the food lasts.
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OFFBEAT AZORES

Head to the coffee plantation in Fajã dos Vimes and drink an espresso made with the local beans.

Visit the one-of-a-kind red desert, Barreiro da Faneca on Santa Maria.

In Horta (Faial), walk up to see one of the most beautiful views of Pico from Cemitério do Carmo.

Spot Netflix’ Turn of the Tide filming locations on a trip to the fishing village of Rabo de Peixe.








Explore the Azores



São Miguel

Terceira

Faial

Pico

São Jorge

Flores & Corvo



Azores Walking Tours


Ponta Delgada

Angra do Heroísmo

Horta

Madalena

Velas

Santa Cruz das Flores

Santa Cruz da Graciosa



Worth a Trip


Graciosa: A Half-Day Tour

Santa Maria: A Half-Day Tour
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Explore

São Miguel


São Miguel is the largest of all nine islands in the Azores, with the most flights from Europe and North America, which run practically all year long. Outsiders frequently call it ‘the main island’ and dub its largest city, Ponta Delgada, the archipelago’s capital, making other islanders feel a little sore – there’s no such thing as an Azorean capital city. Tourism here soars, in part because it’s easier to reach and also because if travellers only have time to cover one island, this one hits that sweet spot: it’s remote but not too far from the Portuguese mainland, and it has something for everyone, from secluded breathtaking vistas and landscapes to cosmopolitan and arty city neighbourhoods. It’s the ‘gateway island’ for first-timers to ease into the Azorean lifestyle.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: img] Car Rental

The most comfortable way to get around. Outside the cities, expect winding roads, which are sometimes poorly paved.

[image: img] Taxi

Book a taxi for the day if you can’t drive. All local companies have fixed rates based on destination, including trips to the main attractions.

[image: img] Bus

The most affordable way to travel; it’s challenging but doable with a little extra planning. Bus stops aren’t easy to spot, and it can take some asking around to find the right one.


THE BEST

Tour the FÁBRICA DE CHÁ GORREANA tea plantation.

Take a dip in the thermal pool POÇA DA DONA BEIJA.

Discover architecture on a WALKING TOUR OF PONTA DELGADA.

Explore the postcard-perfect lakes in SETE CIDADES.






WALKING TOUR

Ponta Delgada


Ponta Delgada’s architectural charm of cobblestone pavements and black-and-white buildings is best experienced in the morning. Take in the bustle of locals heading to cafes for breakfast before work, pockets of quiet in urban gardens, and the energy of the city’s creative and artistic quarter.



START

Portas da Cidade

END

Campo de São Francisco

LENGTH

2km; one hour
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1 Gateway to the City

Start your walk at Praça Gonçalo Velho, where the three 18th-century arches known as Portas da Cidade welcome visitors to Ponta Delgada. This is the heart of the city’s historic centre, where a cluster of pedestrian-only streets full of cafes, restaurants and shops converge.

2 Town Hall

With your back to Portas da Cidade, turn left to the 17th-century Câmara Municipal (town hall), with its reflecting pool, and calçada portuguesa (Portuguese pavement) of black-and-white stones alternating like sun rays instead of the typical wavy pattern.

3 Azorean Baroque

With the Câmara Municipal behind you and Portas da Cidade on your right, you’ll see the third of this trio of historical buildings: Igreja Matriz de São Sebastião. It’s a typical 16th-century Azorean church, with clean lines and basalt stone trimmings, an ornate main door, intricate stone ceilings and wood-carved interiors.

4 Mid-Century Theatre

Walk around the church for a full view of the building and then continue to Rua da Misericórdia. On the left, Rua do Aljube and Rua António Joaquim Nunes da Silva have the largest concentration of trendy cafes and restaurants. Turn right onto Rua de São João towards Teatro Micaelense. Opened in 1951, this mid-20th-century theatre was the city’s main theatre and cinema venue until the early 2000s.

5 Arty Neighbourhood

Retrace your steps down Rua de São João and continue to Rua de Pedro Homem (notice the big yellow ‘warning sign’ for entering a creative zone). You’re at the centre of O Quarteirão, a quarter where local designers and artists have opened their shops.

6 Poet’s Garden

Go up the street, making a note of the shops and art galleries you’d like to return to later, and turn left onto Rua Dr Aristides Moreira da Mota. On your right, you’ll see the former Jesuit monastery, now a religious art museum. Ahead, Jardim Antero de Quental, named after the São Miguel–born poet, features an Art Deco monument by Portuguese sculptor Canto da Maia.

7 Religious Attraction

Turn left towards Largo 2 de Março and walk down Avenida Roberto Ivens to reach Campo de São Francisco where you’ll find Santuário do Senhor Santo Cristo. For many locals, this place of devotion and pilgrimage is where they seek comfort and a miracle from the Ecce Homo statue inside the church.
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1Top Experiences

 FurnasF2

 CaldeirasH2

 Sete CidadesB3



1Experiences

1Azores Burning SummerE4

3Arquipélago – Centro de Artes ContemporâneasC2

4Festa do ChicharroG5

5Praia do FogoF5

7Ananases ArrudaC4

8Fábrica de Chá GorreanaE4

9Fábrica de Chá do Porto FormosoE4

11Lagoa das FurnasF4

12Água da PrataG2

13Farol do ArnelH4

14Miradouro da Ponta do ArnelH4

15Cascata do Salto da FarinhaG3

17Ilhéu de Vila FrancaE5

18Praia do PópuloC5

21Praia das MilíciasC5

22Praia dos MosteirosA3

23Miradouro do PalheiroC1

24Praia do Monte VerdeC2

25Ponte dos Oito ArcosC2

26Museu da Emigração AçoreanaC2

27Ponta da FerrariaA3

28Termas da FerrariaA3

30Rabo de PeixeD4

31Cerâmica VieiraD5




5Eating

32Oceanside PizzariaC5

33Restaurante Ponta do GarajauG5

34Bar da CalouraE5

35BocAberta Cervejaria & MarisqueiraD5

37Mercado da VilaE5

38Restaurante Tony’sF1

39Banhos FérreosF2

40OMiromaG1

41Associação Agrícola de São MiguelD4

43Lagoa AzulA3

453 Bicas PubF2

56Casa de Chá O PoejoA3

57Padaria Glória MonizG1




7Shopping

74Queijaria FurnenseF2

75Queijadas do MorgadoE5
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1Top Experiences

 CarnavalE4




1Experiences

2TremorC4

10Gelados do ToméB6

16Campo de São FranciscoA6

19Piscinas do PesqueiroH4

20Piscinas de São PedroH4

29Câmara MunicipalB5




5Eating

36Tasquinha VieiraD3

42Cervejaria Portas da CidadeC4

44Restaurante AlcidesB3

46Azores Forever DinerB4

47SupléxioB2

483/4 CaféB1

49Louvre MichaelenseB3

50OTascaC3

51NonnasA2

52Rotas da Ilha VerdeB2

53Santo SeitanB3

54Cafetaria By the BookA1

55La GelateriaA2

58Game OnE2

59Padaria Snack Bar LisbonenseA4




6Drinking

60Cantinho dos AnjosB3

61Tã GenteC3

62Résvés Street BarB3

63Lava JazzA5

64RaizC4

65Espaço CagarraE2




7Shopping

66Traça Studio GalleryB2

67Matéria 47F1

68Studio AVEB1

69Ponto de Arte AtelierA2

70SweetHeartesB2

71Azores in a BoxG5

72Letras LavadasC4

73Mercado da GraçaE2

76O Rei dos QueijosE2

77Pele e OssoB2

78SV AzoresB2










TOP EXPERIENCE

Sete Cidades


At first sight, Sete Cidades seems like a place with little to do. But avoid the urge to rush straight to the famous viewpoints over the two-coloured lake before heading to the next must-see spot. Instead, spend a morning by the village’s namesake lake to enjoy the bucolic setting.



map
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PLANNING TIP

Go early in the morning and drive up (or hire a taxi) to see Vista do Rei. Explore the other sights on your way down, taking in the village last.

[image: barcode]

Scan for information on Sete Cidades.



Miradouro da Vista do Rei

Enjoy Sete Cidades’ postcard-perfect view from Miradouro da Vista do Rei – on a clear day, you can see the difference in colour between the green and blue sides of the lake. It’s one of the most famous and photographed spots on the island, but try to endure the peak-season crowds and spend some time at the viewpoint. Behind you, the ruins of Hotel Monte Palace rise above the miradouro (lookout) like a ghost of concrete. Although some photos of the inside of this abandoned site occasionally pop up on social media, avoid sneaking in because this is private property, and decades of neglect have made it unsafe. A picture from the outside, sometimes shrouded in mist, is just as eerie.

Lagoa de Santiago

Lagoa de Santiago is a little less famous than Lagoa das Sete Cidades but just as picture-worthy. At the time of research, the official miradouro was overgrown with vegetation, meaning you could only get a peek of the lake through tall and thick trees. But if you’re walking down the road from Vista do Rei, there’s a better view off-road, 2.1km before you reach the official lookout point, via a slightly steep upward dirt path. If you need a break before the village, picnic at the leafy refuge of Merendário da Volta do Salto.

The Village

Leave exploring the village of Sete Cidades for last as you make your way back across the stone bridge that separates the green side (left) from the blue side (right). There are no museums or shops to kill time, and the most exciting piece of local architecture to visit is the quaint Igreja de São Nicolau in the centre of the town. But a stroll by the lake (or kayaking if you visit in the summer) is the perfect way to round out your morning. Alternatively, if you prefer to drive by the viewpoints and explore a different angle of Sete Cidades, consider hiking the Mata do Canário trail instead (11.8km).


TEA BREAK

Stop at Casa de Chá O Poejo for a hot cup of Gorreana tea and a slice of homemade cake. Check the menu for more options, including salads and sandwiches.






TOP EXPERIENCE

Furnas


Famous for its thermal pools and cozido (a traditional meat-and-potato stew cooked underground in volcanic steam), Furnas is one of the most remarkable sites on the island of São Miguel. Here you’ll find a public garden with boiling puddles constantly releasing Earth’s vapour.



map
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PLANNING TIP

Drive early or take the first bus (110 at 7.15am) from Ponta Delgada to get here ahead of the crowds. Explore Furnas on foot.
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Scan to buy Poça da Dona Beija tickets.



Caldeiras

Once you reach Furnas, it’s impossible not to notice the whiff of sulphur in the air, even if it’s faint until you get closer to the caldeiras map – these small puddles of water, warmed by active underground volcanoes, are less than 1km from the centre. They’re safely kept from public access within a small garden, but you’ll get close enough to feel the heat. Take some time to adjust to the smell and the steam. While the temperature rising from the ground here would be enough to cook a meal (there’s a reason why one of the caldeiras is named after the Greek demon, Asmodeus), the typical cozido is made elsewhere, supervised by experienced locals.

Parque Terra Nostra

The Parque Terra Nostra is famous for its large thermal pool, where attendees can swim or soak in hot water for as long as they want while the park is open (the €10 entrance ticket is valid for the whole day, reentry included). The botanical gardens are another reason to visit. A walking trail, that starts and ends by the pool, will take you through dirt lanes lined with tall trees from different corners of the world. And while that gentle hike through nature would alone be a great experience, there are also detours to the smaller gardens dedicated to specific species – including one for the Azorean endemic plants and flowers. Beware, of rainy days that will turn the trail into a slippery and muddy mess.

Poça da Dona Beija

The other thermal spot in Furnas (smaller than Terra Nostra’s, which is 550m away), the five pools of Poça da Dona Beija are the ideal place for travellers to reap the benefits of the village’s natural spa before or after sightseeing, and are suitable for small children and nonswimmers – at the shallower pools, you can safely sit and soak in waist-level water. The allotted time slots of 1½ hours per €8 ticket could make it feel like relaxation on a tight schedule, but this doesn’t harm the experience.


COFFEE BREAK

Before or after visiting the caldeiras, grab a coffee and a pastry at Padaria Glória Moniz, and take home a bag of their bolos lêvedos (a traditional Furnas sweet bread).






EXPERIENCES

Attend Eco-Friendly Concerts at Azores Burning SummerMusic festival

map

Summers are busy on São Miguel in terms of festivals, but the Azores Burning Summer in late August stands apart as the first to focus on low environmental impact since their opening event in 2015. They prioritise smaller crowds and strive to be completely eco-friendly, with zero waste and no traffic near the venue (or as little as possible). The lineup is multi-genre and diverse, often featuring a mix of international, national, and local artists, including six resident DJs.

Listen to Music on Unexpected Stages at TremorMusic festival

map 

For the past decade, Tremor has been shaking up the cultural scene on São Miguel. It’s a one-week event of creative residencies, live music in unusual locations – imagine a concert where the audience is immersed in the thermal pool at Parque Terra Nostra – surprise events, talks and conferences. All of this is with and for the Azoreans, who are invited to become part of the shows and even come up with ideas for new ones. Tickets sell out fast, making this one of the archipelago’s most successful art and music festivals in the spring.

See Contemporary Azorean Art at ArquipélagoCultural centre

map 

It took a while for the Azores to shift the focus from highlighting only local folklore and tradition to giving a broader space to contemporary art and diverse forms of creative expression. Until Arquipélago – Centro de Artes Contemporâneas came to be, the island lacked a permanent place to bring local Azorean contemporary artists to the front stage and introduce them to new audiences. In addition to the temporary exhibitions, this cultural centre in Ribeira Grande also focuses on education programmes for local youth.


Portuguese Capital of Culture 2026

Ponta Delgada was one of the Portuguese cities shortlisted to become the European Capital of Culture in 2027. The goal of the Ponta Delgada–Azores 2027 committee was to reinterpret the archipelago’s cultural identity under the motto ‘Our Nature is Human’. Despite the committee’s efforts, Évora won the bid. To make up for it, the Portuguese Minister of Culture named Ponta Delgada and the other runners-up as Portuguese Capitals of Culture. After Aveiro (2024) and Braga (2025), Ponta Delgada is due to claim the title in 2026, with cultural events (yet to be announced) throughout the year.



Party at the Fish-Themed ChicharroFestival

map 

Chicharro (mackerel) is a staple food in the Azores, mainly the smaller fish that are coated in flour and deep-fried. In Ribeira Quente, a fishing village 50km from Ponta Delgada, wedged between a deep valley and the ocean, this fish is the king of a three-decade-old party at the festival simply called Festa do Chicharro. For three days in July, the nights are all about music and local culture, with plenty of stalls where you can eat different mackerel dishes and other traditional foods. Spend the days swimming in the warm waters of Praia do Fogo map or lounging at the beach.

Celebrate Carnaval with a Water FightFestival

map

In Ponta Delgada, crowds (on foot and aboard large trucks, armed with buckets and water guns) flock to a closed-off part of the city centre on Shrove Tuesday to celebrate Carnaval by throwing egg-shaped thin wax balls filled with water at each other – it’s known as Batalha das Limas. The tradition began in the 16th century when people threw fruit at each other to celebrate the coming of spring. Over the years, unfortunately, water-filled balloons and plastic bags started to replace limas (limes).

Indulge in Local FruitsFood tour

São Miguel’s staple fruit? Pineapples. Small, round, juicy, and not too sweet, they’re one of the island’s top souvenirs. Ananases Arruda map offers guided tours of their greenhouses, but the real treat is at the end of the tour when you can sample the fruit as it is, or in the form of a drink or a dessert. Alternatively, you can skip the tour, go straight to the sampling, and buy pineapple from a supermarket or grocery shop. Mercado da Graça, Ponta Delgada’s fresh-produce market, is an excellent place to start. Add passion fruit to your list of must-try local products.


Seasonal Sweet

Visiting São Miguel during Carnaval (February) means having the opportunity to try the seasonal sweet called malassadas (a doughnut-like deep-fried pastry sprinkled generously with cinnamon and sugar) – if your fingers aren’t sticky when you’re eating, it probably needs more sugar. More than a celebratory treat, the sweet pastry was a way to use up all the sugar and lard in Christian households to prepare for Lent. In the 19th century, this pastry recipe even made it across the pond in the hands of Azorean migrants who moved to Hawaii.



Discover the Local TeasTea plantation

It’s no secret that São Miguel is the home of the oldest tea plantation in Europe (established in the 19th century). But while Fábrica de Chá Gorreana map takes most of the fame and credit, and is included in all the guided tours (partly for being the first tea company on the island), it’s not the only place to experience a freshly brewed herbal infusion, made with ingredients grown in the Azores. Head 2.3km down the road to visit the second local company, which specialises in organic tea, Fábrica de Chá do Porto Formoso map. If you have time, take the opportunity to visit both, do the tours, sample a cup, and compare the teas. Gorreana gets the larger crowds (during peak season, it starts to become unbearable after 9.30am) and sells baked goods. Chá Porto Formoso doesn’t offer cake, but the view when you’re sipping your cup of Azores Home Blend makes up for it.

Participate in a Local CustomStreet food

In the summer evenings, and even on winter and balmy Sundays, locals in Ponta Delgada take cooling strolls by the ocean down Avenida Infante Dom Henrique. But the night out isn’t complete without a pit stop at one of the hot-dog carts lining the seaside avenue. Most residents will vouch for their favourite, but quality doesn’t differ much from one place to the other. Add-ons may vary from cart to cart but typically include sauces, onions and crisps. Round up the experience (or replace it altogether) with a soft-serve ice cream in a cone or a cup at Gelados do Tomé map.

Try Cozido das FurnasLocal food

There isn’t a place in Portugal without its version of cozido – a stew made with different cuts of meat, enchidos (sausages), potatoes and seasonal vegetables. But cozido das Furnas is unique to São Miguel and the village of Furnas. To the ingredients mentioned above, locals add sweet potatoes and taro (a light-brown tuber that is widely available on the islands and often used as a replaconcrete for white potatoes). Then, the tightly closed and covered pot with all the layered ingredients is lowered inside one of the holes near Lagoa das Furnas map (most of them are reserved for local restaurants, but there are a few for people who want to make their own cozido), where the stew will slowly cook for at least six hours, thanks to the volcanic underground heat. Vegans and vegetarians are unlikely to find a plant-based version of this dish unless they cook it themselves. Even if restaurants mention a vegetarian version on their menu, it usually means they removed any meat before serving, not that they cooked it separately.

Drink Água AzedaFountain

map

Less than 100m from the garden with the small caldeiras in Furnas, behind the gift shop, there are two public fountains where you can try água azeda (‘bitter water’, literally translated). It’s safe to drink, and some claim it has medicinal properties – everyone has a theory on which water cures what, from hangovers to dandruff – but it’s an acquired taste, so don’t rush to fill bottles with the ‘natural medicine’ before tasting, no matter how encouraging the locals sound. The one on the left has more of a metallic aftertaste and tastes more bitter as it has a higher concentration of iron. Água da Prata (the right-hand fountain) is warm and lightly carbonated.

Head to the Azores’ First LighthouseLighthouse

Operating since 1876, Farol do Arnel map is the oldest lighthouse in the Azores and one of the most photogenic buildings on São Miguel because of its octagonal tower and ocean views. Although it’s a steep walk downhill to get there, it’s best to go on foot (and endure the climb up after the visit). The less-attractive alternative (but also less tiring) is to see it from above at Miradouro da Ponta do Arnel map.

Hike the Padrão das Alminhas TrailHiking

map

Regarding natural beauty, there’s hardly a bad-looking hiking trail on São Miguel. But if you only have time to do one of them, make it the Padrão das Alminhas in Nordeste, connecting Achadinha to Salga – this is a linear trail, so hire a taxi to pick you up at the end of your hike. It doesn’t take a lot of hiking experience, but expect some small climbs along the path that takes you through impressive landscapes to the most breathtaking of them all – the Cascata do Salto da Farinha map waterfall is one of the most photographed places in Nordeste.


The 10th Island

Not too long ago, reaching the town of Nordeste on the northeast coast of São Miguel was a tricky trip via winding and narrow roads, and up and down hills. It proved a challenge even for the most experienced of drivers. This town’s remoteness and difficult access made Azoreans dub Nordeste ‘the 10th island’. Getting here is easier (and faster) these days, but when you arrive (it’s still a long drive, approximately one hour from Ponta Delgada), it’s hard to shake the feeling that Nordeste is entirely elsewhere.



Observe the Power of People’s FaithCatholic event

All religious roads lead to São Miguel in May to honour Santo Cristo dos Milagres. It’s one of the most important Catholic events on the island’s calendar – observing how people demonstrate their faith and gratitude to a small statue of Christ before the Crucifixion is almost a sociological experience, whether or not you’re religious or Christian. The story of how the wooden bust appeared has become a legend – the short version is that it washed ashore after a ship was attacked and destroyed by pirates; locals saw it as a divine sign. Its following grew as the statue seemingly stopped an earthquake in the 1700s. Every year, devotees donate money, gold and jewels to adorn the statue and ask for blessings. Others resort to physical sacrifices, sometimes walking barefoot or on their knees around Campo de São Francisco map across from the Santuário do Senhor Santo Cristo dos Milagres. Religious symbolism and rituals aside, the square becomes a place of family fun at night, with food stalls, fairground attractions and music.

Visit the Island’s Most Famous IsletDay trip

Crowds flock to Vila Franca do Campo in the summer for its most famous sight and beach destination: Ilhéu de Vila Franca map. This small islet off the coast of this town, a 30-minute drive from Ponta Delgada, gets busy when the weather is ideal for a swim – ferries operate from June to October, and capacity on the islet is capped at 400 people per day. Missed the boat or are you a bigger fan of smoother sailings? (Waters can get choppy even in the summer). Drop by Queijadas do Morgado next to the port to buy a few soft and creamy sugar-covered pastries known as queijadas da vila and walk 1.3km to Parque de Lazer Porto Largo from where you can view the Ilhéu.


Religious Traditions

God-fearing rituals of penance are widespread in the Azores – most events date from the first settlers, who explained all natural phenomena through divine intervention. One of them happens every year for one week during Lent on São Miguel. Organised groups of men only (Romeiros) walk from church to church around the island, from dawn to dusk, rain or shine, in silent meditation and prayer. They all wear a traditional outfit: a shawl, scarf, a rosary, a bag for food, and a staff. For many boys, it’s a rite of passage. Recently, women-only groups have taken on similar pilgrimage routes, as they are not allowed to join the male groups.



Go For an Ocean SwimSwimming

Unless it’s raining and windy (and the island is in the middle of a full-blown storm), any time is beach time. Of course, by Azorean standards, that could mean only soaking up the sun and strolling on stretches of black sand. The rule of thumb, especially off-season when most beaches aren’t patrolled, is to respect the ocean and, when in doubt, ask a local how safe it is. Praia dos Mosteiros, Praia das Milícias and Praia do Pópulo map are some of the beaches most frequented by locals in the summer. For those who’d rather skip the sandy shores or are looking for an option for a quick dip to bid the island farewell or hello, there’s always Piscinas do Pesqueiro map, near the marina in Ponta Delgada – a natural swimming pool with year-round lifeguards.


BEST BEACHES FOR KIDS

São Miguel has a variety of kid-friendly beaches and natural swimming pools.

Piscinas de São Pedro

map 

Ponta Delgada’s most popular human-made saltwater swimming pools are by the ocean. They open in the summer, and one of the pools is for children only. Fees start at €1 for kids under four.

Praia das Milícias

map 

Close to the road, but not too close to be noisy, Praia das Milícias is just a 5km drive from Ponta Delgada, and well-equipped with facilities, including for beachgoers with reduced mobility.

Praia dos Mosteiros

map 

A family favourite and easy to reach. The views and the sunset are a plus.




Explore the Island’s Second CityCity tour

If you have an extra day, visit the city of Ribeira Grande on the north coast. Top sights include Miradouro do Palheiro map, with views of Praia do Monte Verde map, and Ponte dos Oito Arcos map, the city’s most famous landmark. Museu da Emigração Açoreana map, located at the old fish market, pays tribute to the generations of Azoreans who left the islands for better opportunities in larger countries, mostly in North America. The permanent collection is a mix of donations from emigrants and locals, the most interesting pieces of history being the photographs that capture the pained expressions of those who left and those who stayed.

Experience a Natural Spa at Ponta da FerrariaSpa

map

Spending time at Ponta da Ferraria is a one-of-a-kind experience on São Miguel. Imagine a swimming in ocean waters heated up by underwater volcanic activity. This natural phenomenon maintains the water temperature at a (bearable) warmth all year long, but be mindful of low-tide timings (the water temperature may increase then) and the currents as the ocean here can be unpredictable – there are ropes along the rocks that swimmers can grab onto. If you prefer a more relaxed experience, there’s always Termas da Ferraria map next door – book ahead for individual or group treatments.

Climb a Bell TowerViewpoint

On weekdays, from 9am to 5.30pm, climb the 106 steps of the bell tower at Ponta Delgada’s Câmara Municipal map (town hall) for the city’s best (and free) view. The stone stairs are high and steep, and the walls are narrow, so take your time to make your way up (and down). The final stretch is a spiral staircase with hardly room for one person, but all of that is and the bird’s eye view. Don’t worry about the bells – they’ve been disabled and won’t start tolling while you’re there.

Take a Whale-Watching TourWhale watching

Seeing whales in their natural habitat is the most authentic and indescribable experience in the Azores – it’s not unusual for tour-goers to fall completely silent at the sight of one of these animals. In São Miguel, you can go on a whale-watching tour all year long (subject to weather conditions, of course) and be almost 100% sure of seeing a cetacean in open water – whether it’s a herd of whales or a pod of dolphins. There are plenty of companies providing this service, and they must all adhere to animal welfare best practices and guidelines: keeping the groups small, having at least one certified guide aboard (usually someone with a degree in marine biology), and showing the utmost respect for the animals in the wild (keeping a safe distance between them and the boat).

Tour a Popular Fishing VillageFilm location

map

Rabo de Peixe map is now world-famous thanks to its being the location for Netflix’s show Turn of the Tide, but this hasn’t always been the case, at least not for the best reasons. This small fishing village on the north coast holds up a mirror to the island’s social inequalities, economic struggle and low education levels. The narrow streets, the brightly-coloured houses and the port are Instagram-perfect shots, but do also take time to appreciate your surroundings. It’s a place where locals tend to be suspicious of strange people probing around (even more so after the Netflix-garnered notoriety – the show wasn’t enjoyed by all), so approach with respect for their privacy.

Buy Local CeramicsShopping

Family-owned Cerâmica Vieira map in Lagoa has been in business since the late 1800s, and the manufacturing process has never changed. The artisanal pieces are known for their simple decorative patterns, primarily blue (its characteristic colour) on white. Most likely, the tile panels and street names you come across on the island were made here. Visit for the free tour (when employees are available for questions) and the chance to buy typical crockery, known locally as Louça da Lagoa.


Rabo de Peixe on Netflix

Turn of the Tide was Netflix’s second Portuguese production, filmed on location in Rabo de Peixe. It was based on the true story of a shipwreck off the island’s north coast in 2001, when 500kg of pure cocaine washing ashore – a source of easy cash for the impoverished inhabitants of this fishing town, but also of addiction. Some of the events featured on the show lie on the thin line between urban myth and truth, but the series, directed by São Miguel–born Augusto Fraga, manages to capture the reality of those days with a hint of twisted humour.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Beachside Restaurants

Oceanside Pizzaria € €

map

This family-friendly pizzeria is a classic eating-out spot near Praia do Pópulo – on and off the beach season – and one of the most popular low-key restaurants in the Ponta Delgada area. 11am-10pm Wed-Mon

Restaurante Ponta do Garajau € €

map

Seasonal restaurant with a view in Ribeira Quente, near Praia do Fogo. Serves mainly seafood-based dishes in a casual environment. Noon-4pm & 7-10pm Apr-Oct

Seafood

Bar da Caloura € €

map

The place to go for the best seafood on the island, with a relaxed environment and ocean views. The menu focuses on daily fresh fish. Noon-9pm

BocAberta Cervejaria & Marisqueira € € €

map

Ocean-to-table seaside restaurant in Lagoa. Choose the catch of the day or ask for a recommendation. Has a menu infantil (kids’ menu) and a couple of vegetarian options. Make reservations. Noon-10pm Wed-Mon

Contemporary Azorean

Tasquinha Vieira € € €

map

Chef Joel Vieira’s restaurant and hot spot for foodies in Ponta Delgada changes its menu every month, highlighting fresh, locally sourced ingredients as much as possible. Book ahead. 6.30-11pm Tue-Sat

Mercado da Vila € €

map

Three chefs and one chocolatier under one roof at the old market in Vila Franco do Campo. Here you can choose between Italian, Azorean or Asian food. And, of course, dessert. Noon-11pm Wed-Mon

Cozido das Furnas

Restaurante Tony’s € €

map

It’s the classic spot for cozido. You’ll find some vegetarian dishes on the menu. Noon-3.30pm & 6-9pm

Banhos Férreos € €

map

One of the top cozido restaurants, in the centre of Furnas village. Other specialities include grilled locally sourced meat and fish. Noon-4pm & 6-10pm

OMiroma € €

map 

Locals recommended this as one of the best restaurants for cozido. There aren’t many other options on the menu because the stew is king. Noon-9.30pm Thu-Tue

Traditional Cuisine

Associação Agrícola de São Miguel € €

map

The island’s top spot to eat local steak. The menu has other options, but bife à associação is what attracts the crowds. Vegetarian alternative available. Noon-10pm


Cervejaria Portas da Cidade € €

map

In the centre of Ponta Delgada, the daily specials at this traditional restaurant include dishes that an Azorean grandma would cook at home. 7am-10pm

Lagoa Azul € €

map

All-you-can-eat buffet of Azorean traditional cuisine in Sete Cidades. Make reservations in advance. Noon-3pm & 7-9pm

Restaurante Alcides € €

map

A classic spot in the heart of Ponta Delgada, this guesthouse restaurant is open to nonguests and specialises in staple Azorean dishes. Noon-3pm & 7-10pm Mon-Sat

Burgers & Sandwiches

Bicas Pub €

map 

A great spot in Furnas if you’re not into cozido. They serve good-quality, affordable burgers. 10am-10pm Fri-Wed

Azores Forever Diner €

map

An LGBTQI-friendly spot on São Miguel, this Ponta Delgada ‘50s-style diner serves mostly burgers and sandwiches, with affordable breakfast and lunch menus. 8am-6pm Tue-Fri, 9am-5pm Sat

Supléxio €

map

Artisanal burgers with plenty of vegetarian options on the menu in Ponta Delgada. Noon-3pm & 7-10pm Tue-Sat

3/4 Café €

map

This casual eatery in Ponta Delgada with a bar vibe serves burgers and sandwiches with good options for vegans and vegetarians. 6pm-midnight

Casual Eateries

Louvre Michaelense € €

map

A curated menu of petiscos (tapas), wines, and cocktails without the hefty price tag in Ponta Delgada. Famous for its chocolate cake and passion-fruit lemonade. 11am-midnight

OTasca € €

map 

A popular restaurant in the centre of Ponta Delgada for typical Azorean food. Walk-ins only. Ask about the fish of the day, served grilled with baked potatoes. 11.30am-midnight Mon-Sat

Nonnas € €

map

This laid-back pizzeria in the centre of Ponta Delgada with a seasonal menu (changes monthly) serves typical Napoletana pizza with an Azorean twist. Noon-3pm & 6-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Vegan & Vegetarian

Rotas da Ilha Verde € €

map

One of the first 100% vegan and vegetarian restaurants in Ponta Delgada, it serves a lunch special, that includes soup, a main course and tea. Noon-3pm & 7-11pm Tue-Thu, Noon-3pm & 6pm-midnight Fri & Sat

Santo Seitan € €

map

A recent addition to São Miguel’s vegan and vegetarian scene, the menu includes plant-based versions of Portuguese traditional dishes, like steak with coffee sauce and francesinha (meat sandwich). Noon-3pm & 6.30-10pm Tue-Sat, 6.30-10pm Mon

Cafetaria By the Book €

map

Ponta Delgada’s public library cafeteria serves a wide variety of vegan and vegetarian dishes for breakfast and lunch. Non-veg options available too. 9am-7pm Mon-Fri

La Gelateria €

map

This family-owned ice-cream shop in Ponta Delgada makes Italian-style ice cream with Azorean ingredients. Plenty of vegan and vegetarian options. Noon-10pm Wed-Fri, 2-11pm Sat, Noon-9pm Sun

Cafes & Pastelarias

Casa de Chá O Poejo €

map

This teahouse in Sete Cidades serves a selection of salads and sandwiches (including vegan and vegetarian options), preferably paired with local Gorreana tea. 10am-7pm

Padaria Glória Moniz €

map

Cosy cafe, tucked away in a Furnas side street. The perfect spot for freshly baked pastries and a strong espresso. 7.30am-4.30pm Tue-Sat

Game On €

map

Perfect for kids and families, this cafe in Ponta Delgada serves affordable sandwiches and snacks. Board and video games are available to rent for an extra fee. 4-10pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Padaria Snack Bar Lisbonense €

map

Bakery in Ponta Delgada with sandwiches and freshly made pastries. Serves cheap combos of soup and prato do dia (fixed daily menus). 7am-6pm Mon-Fri, to 1pm Sat
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Drinking

Bars & Nightclubs

Cantinho dos Anjos

map

A classic on Ponta Delgada’s nightlife scene, the bar is full of souvenirs from customers. Suitable for a cold beer while you get the pulse of the city. 9am-2am Tue-Fri, 1pm-2am Sat

Tã Gente

map

Serves tapas and wine (or gin) in Ponta Delgada’s downtown and is a popular local hangout for pre-night-out or late eats. 6.30pm-midnight Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat

Résvés Street Bar

map

This sophisticated Ponta Delgada cocktail bar was opened by a couple of once-London–based Azorean mixologists. 6pm-1am Wed & Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat, to midnight Sun

Live Music & Dancing

Lava Jazz

map

Blues and jazz bar inside Ponta Delgada’s Coliseu Micaelense, with a bustling monthly lineup of live concerts. 8.30pm-midnight

Raiz

map

Ponta Delgada’s hot spot for a night out and one of the few open-until-morning bars with live music and DJ sets. Opens twice a week and is normally packed. midnight-5am Fri & Sat

Espaço Cagarra

map

Casual and cosy bar/cultural hub with live music, occasional film screenings and community-focused events near the market in Ponta Delgada. 6-11pm Wed & Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat
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Shopping

Local Artists

Traça Studio Gallery

map

Handmade prints of Azorean life line the walls of this small Ponta Delgado studio, all imbued with the owner’s particular sense of humour. A good spot for original souvenirs. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat

Matéria 47

map

A women-owned Ponta Delgado shop selling handmade ceramics that hosts occasional workshops and courses for adults and children. 10am-1pm & 2-6pm Tue-Thu & Sat, 2-6pm Fri

Studio AVE

map

At this art studio, a Croatian-born mother and daughter duo create and sell Azores-inspired art using local materials. 10am-7pm Mon-Sat

Ponto de Arte Atelier

map

Local painter Martim Cymbron’s atelier hosts frequent art workshops for kids and adults. You can also buy some of his paintings here. Noon-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-12.30pm Sat

Handicrafts

Sweetheartes

map

This shop in the heart of Ponta Delgada specialises in selling handmade art pieces and souvenirs made by Azores-based artisans. 9am-6.30pm Mon-Fri, to 1pm Sat

Azores in a Box

map

The Azorean handicrafts official shop in Ponta Delgada’s marina where you can find traditional and reinvented handmade pieces from different islands. 10am-6pm Mon-Fri

Bookshops

Letras Lavadas

map

This independent bookshop in the centre of Ponta Delgada publishes many Azorean contemporary authors and hosts literary events. You’ll find some local books translated into English here. 9.30am-6.30pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat

Gourmet Goods

Mercado da Graça

map

Ponta Delgada’s fresh-produce market is the best place to buy local fruits (pineapple and passion fruit), tea, jams and jars of pimenta da terra. 7am-2pm Sat, to 6pm Mon-Thu, to 7pm Fri

Queijaria Furnense

map

Although its sells other products, Furna’s artisanal cheese is its core business. 9am-9pm

Queijadas do Morgado

map

The place to buy São Miguel’s most popular queijadas (pastries) and take a peek at the baking process. 9am-6pm Mon-Fri, to 7pm Sat & Sun

Rei dos Queijos

map 

Next door to Mercado da Graça in Ponta Delgada, this shop is a treasure trove of the best Azorean foods. 8am-6.30pm Mon-Thu, 7am-7pm Fri, 7am-2pm Sat

Fashion & Accessories

Pele e Osso

map

Handmade leather accessories, from bags to wallets and shoes, including sandals ‘rústicas’. 2-7pm Mon-Fri

SV Azores

map

Handmade silver and gold-plated jewellery where the imperfections are what makes them perfect in Ponta Delgada. 9.30am-Noon Mon-Fri, 10.30am-1pm Sat






Explore

Terceira


The island of Terceira was struck by a major earthquake on 1 January 1980. Terceira survived the tragedy relatively unscathed, as evidenced by the rich heritage that can be seen across the island today, from medieval churches and forts to the colourful impérios that dot every village – reconstruction following the quake was swift but mindful of preserving the island’s identity. The archipelago’s cultural hub, Terceira is fondly dubbed ‘amusement park’ by other islanders – there isn’t a single month without a celebration, festival or cultural event. Previously on the route of the Portuguese spice trade – and an official stopover for ships sailing the Atlantic – Terceira’s largest city, Angra do Heroísmo, was twice the country’s capital and is Portugal’s first UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: img] Car Rental

Hassle-free and the most popular option for getting around and sightseeing. Parking can be problematic in peak season near major sights and beaches.

[image: img] Taxi

A good option for non-drivers. Taxis aren’t metered yet and charge a fixed fee for sightseeing trips around the island or for specific destinations.

[image: img] Bike-share

Available only in Angra do Heroísmo, this is an affordable way to get around the city. There are no bike lanes, but traffic is light.


THE BEST

Visit the inside of an inactive volcano at ALGAR DO CARVÃO.

Walk the the historic centre of ANGRA DO HEROÍSMO.

Explore the views and the military history of MONTE BRASIL.

See the island’s most famous landscape from MIRADOURO DA SERRA DO CUME.






WALKING TOUR

Angra do Heroísmo


Despite the major 1980 earthquake, the historic centre of Angra do Heroísmo bears no signs of the destruction that displaced thousands. Three years later, it became Portugal’s first UNESCO World Heritage Site. Walk its narrow cobblestone streets among the colourful buildings that survived the tragedy.



START

Alto da Memória

END

Pátio da Alfândega

LENGTH

1km; one hour
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1 City Views

Start at Alto da Memória (built in 1856), for 360-degree views of Angra do Heroísmo. Weather permitting, and before the tourist crowds arrive (typically after 9am), spend some time taking in the city below.

2 Enchanting Garden

Walk down from the viewpoint through Jardim Duque da Terceira. As you descend the stone staircases, notice the diversity of tropical and exotic plants, from the time when ships trading with Asia and Africa stopped in Angra. Other architectural details entice visitors to stick around a little longer, admiring the bandstand or the nook slightly hidden by a pink trellis.

3 Picturesque Square

Leave the garden through the main entrance and take a left down Rua Direita towards the town hall and Praça Velha. Notice the black-and-white pattern of the 1930s calçada portuguesa (cobblestone pavement), designed by local artist Maduro Dias and the first modernist piece of art in the archipelago.

4 Angra’s Cathedral

With the square behind you, walk up Rua da Sé, the street that will take you straight to the city’s Sé Catedral de Angra. The 16th-century cathedral differs from constructions elsewhere in Portugal, with its austere facade and pastel-coloured trimmings.

5 City Beach

From the cathedral, walk down Rua do Salinas to the beach, known simply as Prainha. In summer, join the locals for a quick swim if you have time to spare. Alternatively, keeping the beach on your right, walk down the street and take the first left (Rua da Palha) or the second (Rua de São João) – these are the streets in the historic centre with a higher concentration of cafes and restaurants.

6 Old City Gateway

Return to the seaside and turn left to Pátio da Alfândega. In the 16th and 17th centuries, merchants would stand by the wall here monitoring the trade below in the pier. Later, the staircase and the arches were added, making it the official gateway into the city. Notice the statue of navigator Vasco da Gama and the colourful Igreja da Misericórdia across the street.
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1Top Experiences

 Museu de Angra do HeroísmoC4

 Monte BrasilC4




1Experiences

1Algar do CarvãoC2

2Furnas do EnxofreC2

3Miradouro da Serra do CumeE3

4Serra de Santa BárbaraB2

5Piscinas Naturais dos BiscoitosC1

6Piscinas Naturais das Quatro RibeirasC1

7Museu do Vinho dos BiscoitosC1

8Queijo VaquinhaB3

9CanetaB1

10Igreja de São SebastiãoE4

11Mata da SerretaA2

12Miradouro da Mata da SerretaA1

13Miradouro do RaminhoA1

14Festas da PraiaE6

15Praça Francisco Ornelas da CâmaraE6

16Igreja Matriz da Praia da VitóriaE6

17Igreja do Senhor Santo CristoF6

18Miradouro do FachoF2

19Praia GrandeF6

20Casa de Vitorino NemésioE6

21SanjoaninasD6

22Angra JazzC4

23Cemitério das ÂncorasD4

24LidadorD4

25Cemitério dos JudeusC4

26Ilhéus das CabrasE4




5Eating

27Ti ChoaA2

28Fonte das Sete BicasE3

29Mar & VinhasC1

30OChicoC7

31Mercatto di OsteriaA6

32Moshi MoshiC5

33Sabores do ChefF3

34LaricaD6

35Café AliançaD6

36Casa de Pasto O PedroC1

37Café 4 CantosA8

38O FornoC7

39Lar Doce LivroC7

40A MerceariaB6

41Verde MaçãC6

42Restaurante Boca NegraE4

43Tasca das TiasC6

44Restaurante Beira MarC8

45OPescadorE6

46Taberna do TeatroB5

47Tapas e Pano pra MangasC7

48Loja do GeladoD8




6Drinking

49Delman Bar & LoungeF3

50Kalema BarC8

51A BarricaC7

52Twins ClubC4




7Shopping

53Mercado de Produtos BiológicosF5

54Liberty American StoreF2

55Quinta dos AçoresD3

56Basílio SimõesD6

57ArtezanistaA6










TOP EXPERIENCE

Museu de Angra do Heroísmo


Before sightseeing around the island, make the Museu de Angra do Heroísmo your first stop. The permanent exhibitions give visitors an extraordinary overview of Terceira’s main historical events and its role in the most important national and international conflicts that shaped local culture.



map
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PLANNING TIP

To see everything, set aside around 1½ hours. If you’re pressed for time, skip the church and the temporary exhibitions and head straight to the 1st floor.

[image: barcode]

Scan for opening hours and upcoming exhibitions.



Church & Sacristy

To the right of the ticket office, after you enter the museum, you’ll come across an exhibition of carved stones (mostly tombstones) where you can see what’s believed to be the oldest memorial stone in the Azores, dating back to the 15th century. Take a quick tour around the display and head to the 17th-century church and sacristy. Most of the design is plain and austere, which further highlights the intricate stonework and frescoes that draw your eyes to the ceiling, golden wood carvings, decorative blue-and-white tiles, and the massive pipe organ (the first to be installed in the Azores). On the way to the sacristy (where the top attraction is the bright-blue-and-gold ceiling, the ivory crucifix and four displays with holy relics), notice the tombstone of explorer Paulo da Gama (who died on the island during a stopover) and a collection of paintings – take a closer look at the one depicting the traditional celebration of Espírito Santo, the Holy Ghost.

First Floor

Here is the heart of the museum, where you’ll learn about the islands’ main historical events, in colour-coded areas. It’s a little difficult to understand how to navigate the collection, but the rule of thumb is to see and read every piece of information within one colour block (or skip to the themes that interest you the most, if you don’t have time to see it all) – green covers when the islands were discovered, yellow is specifically about Angra and its role in the spice trade, and blue and red relate to the more recent periods from the 18th to 20th centuries.

Ground Floor

In the former convent’s dining halls, take a look at the exhibition of well-preserved 18th- to 19th-century high-end animal-pulled vehicles (used more frequently on this island than on the others) that you can view up close, and the slightly displaced but equally interesting to see from all angles 1920s Ford Model T.




TOP EXPERIENCE

Monte Brasil


Part urban park, part military open-air museum, is known as ‘the lung of the city’ in Angra do Heroísmo. It’s one of the island’s must-sees; a family-friendly spot for picnics in the summer, for hikers, or simply for taking in the city views.



map
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PLANNING TIP

Expect to spend half a day exploring Monte Brasil, with breaks to take in the views included. It’s preferable to visit in the morning, especially during peak season.
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Scan for more on Monte Brasil.



Núcleo de História Militar

About 300m before entering Monte Brasil, you’ll come across a small museum dedicated to the city’s military history and its role in different national and international conflicts. Twice a capital city (capital of the Azores district in 1766, and later the capital of the Portuguese kingdom in 1830), Angra do Heroísmo’s strategic location made it the centre of the trade and military world for centuries. You can visit the Núcleo de História Militar in under one hour to grasp the importance of Monte Brasil as a defence stronghold – or a series of structures that turned it into a walled fortress, to be more accurate.

Parque Municipal do Relvão

A park before the park, near the old Fortaleza de São João Baptista, Parque Municipal do Relvão is a great pit stop for families with small kids, who’ll enjoy themselves at the playground. It’s also the first spot in Monte Brasil to take in the view over Angra do Heroísmo, with the Ilhéus das Cabras off the coast.

Miradouro do Alto da Caldeira

Whether you drive or hike uphill, Miradouro do Alto da Caldeira is the first lookout on the route, from where you can see the three volcanoes that form Monte Brasil. If you need a break before the final stretch, there are plenty of benches in the shade. Up the road, a steep 450m from the miradouro, you can take a more extended break at the picnic area (barbecue facilities are only available in the summer). Expect friendly cats roaming around from the cat colony nearby.

Miradouro do Pico das Cruzinhas

The Miradouro do Pico das Cruzinhas is the final stop in Monte Brasil, from where you can take in the 360-degree views of Angra do Heroísmo and the three main volcanoes of Terceira. Peek through the free binoculars for a closer look at the city’s historical centre, trying to locate each landmark represented in the blue-and-white tile panel. Before heading downhill back on the same road, pay a visit to the statue of Dom Afonso VI – the Portuguese king who was exiled in Monte Brasil for five years.




EXPERIENCES

Enter the Volcano Algar do CarvãoVolcano

map

Local guides claim this is a one-of-a-kind experience in the whole world: the chance to descend into the heart of a hollow, completely intact, inactive volcano. Whether that is pride or fact (Terceira isn’t the only place in the Azores where you can do this, but this is the largest volcano), Algar do Carvão is one of the top natural attractions on the island. The only way down is through a series of staircases, with 338 stairs in total – mind your step as it is always damp and sometimes slippery inside the cave. Before you continue to descend, remember you have to go back up those same 300-plus concrete steps. Knowing that you’re in the heart of a 2000-year-old volcano is a great incentive to go down to the bottom, though.

Walk among Smoking Craters at Furnas do EnxofreNatural feature

map

Always-smoking craters and boiling puddles aren’t unique to the island of Terceira (Furnas on São Miguel has perhaps the most famous ones in the archipelago), but experiencing them is worth the trip, even though there’s the odd chance that all you’ll see is fog and rain. True to its essence as an outdoor geological museum, at Furnas do Enxofre, you’ll walk a circular path – approximately 1km long and suitable for children – that snakes over two dozen different craters releasing volcanic gases. The volcano has been inactive since the 1700s, but what you can’t escape, though, is the smell of sulphur; however the views make up for it. Expect to complete the walking route in about half an hour (stops for pictures not included).

Admire the Patchwork of Serra do CumeViewpoint

map

Off the road EN2-1A, an old cobblestoned lane will lead you to Terceira’s most famous (and photographed) viewpoint. At Miradouro da Serra do Cume, a terrace overlooks a considerable patch of rectangular green pastures that stretch as far as the ocean. For many, this is the image that pops to mind when they think of the Azores. Sometimes, Serra do Cume is moody and doesn’t shed its foggy blanket (even in the summer), so seeing the actual view can be hit and miss. Either way, enjoy the experience safely and avoid climbing on the rail for that envy-inducing photo.

Explore Serra de Santa BárbaraNature reserve

map 

At 1021m above sea level, Serra de Santa Bárbara is Terceira’s highest mountain and one of the original volcanoes that formed the island. On a clear day, from the Miradouro da Serra de Santa Bárbara, you can see the neighbouring islands of São Jorge and Pico. Before heading to the viewpoint, start your exploration of the mountain at the interpretation centre. For travellers who are more interested in immersing themselves in the local biodiversity than the views, consider hiking the Mistérios Negros trail – the 4.9km circular path is rated as medium-level difficulty. Beware that it’s sometimes slippery, and the trail becomes too narrow in some areas to fit more than one person side by side.

Swim in BiscoitosNatural pools

map

In the summer, locals and tourists flock to popular Piscinas Naturais dos Biscoitos – a series of black rock and sandless natural pools, ideal for relaxing swims with the family or practising your off-cliff jumps into the ocean (allowed only at the spot with the painted yellow sun). Outside of peak season, this area isn’t monitored by a lifeguard. That said, winters here are stormy, and most pools are almost completely dry by then anyway. Arrive early in the morning for a free parking space near the pools. If you don’t make it here before the crowds, there are more natural swimming pools nearby, approximately 5km away, at Piscinas Naturais das Quatro Ribeiras map.


VERDELHO WINE

A popular beach destination, Biscoitos is also famous as a wine-producing region of local white Verdelho. As on other islands, wineries here are protected from the sea and caged within walls of basalt rocks (known locally as curraletas). If you have the time and want to know more about Verdelho, visit Museu do Vinho dos Biscoitos.

map



Taste Queijo VaquinhaCheese factory

map

Imagine being so sure of your product that you give away free samples to whoever asks (no strings attached), knowing that it’s unlikely a person will leave without buying after tasting. That’s the wholesome strategy at Queijo Vaquinha, a family-owned cheese factory near Cinco Ribeiras. At the cafe and shop, in addition to seeing the manufacturing process, sample the four kinds of cheese produced: traditional, Terceira, spicy and island.

Eat the Local Pot Roast ‘Alcatra’Traditional food

Named after the cut of beef, which is the main ingredient in this recipe, the alcatra pot roast is slowly baked in a clay pot, preferably in a wood-burning oven. It’s a fragrant dish seasoned with wine and spices, which is best served with a side of sweet bread (to soak up the sauce) and nothing else. Alcatra used to be served only on special occasions, but these days, it’s easy to find on the menu of plenty of restaurants on Terceira, including seafood-based variations. No secret ingredient makes one alcatra better than the other; the main thing is that it must always be cooked in a clay pot.

Try Traditional Spice-Infused SweetsLocal food

Terceira was an important stopover port on the spice trade route so, naturally, its two traditional sweets have incorporated some of those foreign ingredients. First, there are donas amélias, fragrant, cinnamon-rich small pastries that were initially called Indian cakes and later renamed in honour of the Portuguese queen’s visit to the island in 1901. Then, there’s doce de vinagre, an ultra-sweet dessert that, despite the name, tastes nothing like vinegar – it’s only used to curd the milk. Best suited for diehard sugar fans, the sweetness levels in this milk-and-eggs custard seasoned with cinnamon and anise are indeed off the charts. While the pastries are easy to find at most pastelarias – head to O Forno (– in Angra’s historic centre for the originals) and supermarkets, to taste doce de vinagre you’ll have to look for it on the menu of a traditional restaurant – Ti Choa, Caneta map and Tasca das Tias are some of the places where you can try it.

See a ‘Bailinho’ at CarnavalFestival

In February, all islands in the Azores celebrate Carnaval (with the typical street parades and themed parties), but Terceira does it with a twist. Part of the local heritage and unique to this island, groups of amateur actors and musicians tour different clubs on Terceira to perform their bailinho to a packed audience. These choreographed song and dance shows, with all members in costume, are rooted in comedy theatre and typically take jabs at local politicians, public figures and events – in a nutshell, they are makeshift vaudeville theatre plays at a smaller scale. Understanding the jokes takes a decent grasp of Portuguese and some knowledge of current events, but a lack of these won’t prevent non-locals from experiencing something unique.


The 1980 Earthquake

On the afterNoon of 1 January 1980, a 7.2 magnitude earthquake severely damaged the island of Terceira. Thanks to swift aid and relief efforts, reconstruction of the island began quickly. Although you won’t find physical signs of the earthquake (thanks to the successful rebuilding of what was possible to recover), the catastrophic event is relatively fresh in the memory of those who witnessed it and who haven’t left the island despite the violence of the experience. In an attempt to ensure this tragedy is not repeated, seismic activity on the islands has been closely monitored since then.



Photograph the ImpériosTemple

The worshipping of Espírito Santo (the Holy Ghost) is a widespread religious habit in the Azores. Each village has impérios (small temples near the local church or within walking distance) with a high altar where devotees place one or more silver coroas (crowns). In Terceira, these local temples stand out for their bright-coloured trimmings, making the impérios a bona fide tourist attraction. Some boast a simple design and one-coloured trimmings, while others boast decorative frescoes on their facades depicting the Espírito Santo celebrations. Locals say the total number of these temples on Terceira is unknown, but most likely there are close to 80 on the whole island.

Admire the Frescoes in São SebastiãoArt

map

Built by the first settlers of Terceira around 1455, the late-Gothic Igreja de São Sebastião houses a secret that stayed hidden under white paint for years – 15th-century frescoes, which are unique in the Azores. These works were under restoration at the time of research, but most of them are still visible. Across the street from the church is one of the most distinguished impérios on Terceira (and some locals claim it’s the most beautiful).

Spend an Afternoon at Mata da SerretaForest reserve

map

One of the first forest reserves on the island, Mata da Serreta is the perfect family-friendly spot for picnics and relaxing on warmer days, just by the side of the main round-the-island road. In addition to playgrounds and picnic areas, a couple of walking paths allow visitors to explore further into the woods. And, to add to its atmosphere of an enchanted forest out of a story book, there’s a peculiar-looking stone water fountain near the entrance where a humanoid figure seems to being overcome by a disproportionate duck. Not to be missed are also the views from Miradouro da Mata da Serreta map and Miradouro do Raminho map – both are within approximately 1km walking distance from the picnic area.


Celebrate the Summer at Festas da PraiaFestival

map

In August, Terceira islanders flock to the other city, Praia da Vitória, for their annual festivities, simply known as Festas da Praia. DJ sets, concerts, street performances and a parade honouring the year’s theme make up most of the entertainment, complemented by a series of sporting tournaments during the day. There are plenty of stalls selling local crafts and traditional food.

Tour Praia da VitóriaCity tour

Angra do Heroísmo gets most of the attention, but don’t skip exploring Terceira’s younger city, Praia da Vitória. It’s less than 4km from the airport, so even if you’re already on your way to leave the island, squeeze in a quick stop here to at least see the largest sand beach on Terceira. For those with more time to spare, explore the cobblestoned streets of the historic centre and the main square Praça Francisco Ornelas da Câmara map, visit the colourful churches Igreja Matriz da Praia da Vitória map and Igreja do Senhor Santo Cristo map, and see the city from above at Miradouro do Facho map. If the weather is in favour of a swim, wrap up your trip at Praia Grande map and test the soup-warm temperature of the water for yourself – locals claim these are the warmest sea waters on Terceira.

Visit Casa de Vitorino NemésioMuseum

map

Before or after you cross paths with the work of notable local award-winning author, poet and scholar Vitorino Nemésio, head to the house where he was born in Praia da Vitória, which became a museum in 2007. Casa de Vitorino Nemésio is a repository of the writer’s personal items, earlier writings (long before he was a published author), and videos and photographs tracing his life in and outside Terceira. The Azores inspired much of his work, reflecting his undying relationship with (and dependence on) the sea, and with island isolation. Through his books and studies, Nemésio is often considered the first to propagate a specifically Azorean consciousness and way of being, which he called açorianidade.


Stormy Isles, an Azorean Tale

Mau Tempo no Canal, Vitorino Nemésio’s most famous novel, is one of the few Azorean fiction books with an English translation. Although he’s a Terceira local, ‘Stormy Isles, an Azorean Tale’, written in 1944, is set in 19th-century Faial, Pico and São Jorge (influenced by his time spent on the first island to complete his education after being expelled from school in Angra for unruly behaviour).



Attend an Espírito Santo CelebrationReligious event

From the Sunday after Easter to Pentecost (50 days later, around June), all Azoreans celebrate Espírito Santo – a semi-religious event in honour of the Holy Ghost where, traditionally, locals offer soup, meat and bread to all members of the community. This is the general gist, but each island (and sometimes towns and villages within the same island) celebrates differently. Terceira has a more traditional approach to this event, probably the closest to what it used to be in the beginning (around the 16th century). During that period, every weekend in small impérios (temples) across the island, there are offerings of bread and wine (this event is called bodo) and religious processions. But expect more non-religious celebrating as well, with concerts, food stalls and small markets – most of the profits are used for the next year’s celebration.

Party with Locals at SanjoaninasFestival

map

Dubbed the biggest non-religious festivities in the Azores, during Sanjoaninas locals and visitors gather in Angra do Heroísmo for two weeks in June to celebrate St John, one of the three Portuguese santos populares (popular saints). It’s packed with traditional events, including marchas populares (choreographed street parades), bullfighting and folk dance groups, but it also caters to the younger crowd with concerts by local and national pop bands. During the celebrations, food stalls line the streets in the historic centre.


ILHÉUS DAS CABRAS

Off the coast of Angra do Heroísmo, two islets – the largest in the archipelago, and they appear to be one rock broken in two – have the strange name Ilhéus das Cabras map (‘Islets of Goats’) due to them having been used by shepherds to feed goats and sheep at the time of the early settlements. A protected area since 2011, the most interesting piece of local trivia about them is that they are also private property and have been owned by different families since the 19th century. Because it’s a protected area, you can only get close the islets by boat but not go on land.



Go to Angra Jazz Jazz festival

map

In the first days of October, Centro Cultural e de Congressos in Angra do Heroísmo welcomes all jazz fans to the 25-year-old festival Angra Jazz. The event includes a mix of international and national performers, with the regular participation of Orquestra Angra Jazz (the orchestra with students from the local jazz school). Check angrajazz.com for details on the lineup.

Dive among Wreckage in Cemitério das ÂncorasDiving

map

Part of Angra do Heroísmo’s underwater archaeological park, Cemitério das Âncoras is a popular open-water scuba-diving spot on Terceira. Though a guide is not required, it’s recommended for less experienced divers when exploring this graveyard of more than 40 anchors left behind over hundreds of years. Near this location, there’s another diving spot called Lidador map, named after the wrecked ship you can see there), which is best suited for snorkelling and less-experienced divers.

Discover Angra’s Cemitério JudaicoJewish cemetery

map 

Tucked away in the middle of a residential neighbourhood, about 500m from Núcleo de História Militar in Monte Brasil, you’ll find Angra do Heroísmo’s Jewish cemetery, built in the 1830s. It’s one of the few remaining traces of the presence of a Hebrew community on the island (Jewish migrants, possibly of Portuguese ancestry, arrived on Terceira from Morocco in the early 19th century). If you wish to visit, check with the city’s Câmara Municipal (town hall), though at the time of research, they weren’t organising guided tours to the cemetery. Otherwise, you can see it from the outside through the gate. Although the area isn’t unsafe, it’s a bit deserted, so try to visit in the daytime.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Azorean Cuisine

Ti Choa € €

map

This family-owned restaurant in Serreta is the best place to try alcatra de feijão – a bean-based pot roast with enchidos (sausages). Book in advance. Noon-2pm & 7-9pm Mon-Sat

Fonte das Sete Bicas € €

map

Serving all kinds of alcatras, this Fonte do Bastardo eatery is the best place to try the octopus version if you haven’t tried it elsewhere. 7am-6pm Mon-Sat

Mar & Vinhas € € €

map

This restaurant in Biscoitos perfectly blends contemporary cuisine with traditional flavours in a refreshing menu with vegetarian options and reinvented Azorean staple dishes. Noon-3pm & 7-11pm Mon-Sat, Noon-3pm Sun

OChico € €

map 

Enjoy the laid-back environment at this family-friendly, always busy restaurant in Angra do Heroísmo. A great place for affordable traditional cuisine (including alcatra). Make reservations during peak season and for large groups the rest of the year. Noon-3pm & 6.30-10pm Mon-Sat

Contemporary & Vegetarian-friendly

Mercatto di Osteria € €

map

Trendy Italian restaurant with a few vegetarian alternatives on the menu and fusion Azorean-Italian dishes like the braised tuna and the octopus with black risotto. In Angra do Heroísmo. Noon-3pm & 7-11pm Wed-Mon

Moshi Moshi € €

map

Japanese restaurant in the historic centre of Angra do Heroísmo. The menu includes options for vegetarians and a few lactose- and gluten-free alternatives. Book in advance on weekends and during peak season. Noon-2pm & 5-8.30pm Tue-Sat

Sabores do Chef € €

map

Seaside traditional Azorean cuisine restaurant in Praia da Vitória with a couple of solid vegetarian options on the menu. Noon-3pm & 6-10pm Mon-Sat

Larica € €

map

This restaurant in Praia da Vitória always serves at least one vegan dish. Ask about that option even if it’s not listed on the menu. Noon-3pm & 6-10pm Thu-Mon

Hearty & Affordable Food

Café Aliança €

map

Good value-for-money meals in the historic centre of Angra do Heroísmo, with a wide selection of pratos do dia (daily specials; the menu changes daily, and drinks are not included). Has at least one vegetarian option on the menu. 8am-9pm

Casa de Pasto O Pedro €

map

Affordable, no-frills traditional restaurant in Biscoitos with an affordable prato do dia lunch menu (mains, drinks and coffee). Walk-ins only. Always busy but service is quick. 11.30am-2.30pm & 6.30-9pm Mon-Sat

Café 4 Cantos €

map

Cheap eatery near Monte Brasil with fixed lunch menus, which include soup, mains, drinks and coffee. Good for a quick meal or snack. 8am-10pm Mon-Thu, to 12.30am Fri & Sat

Cafes & Pastelarias

OForno €

map 

The pastelaria in Angra do Heroísmo to try (and buy) the original local pastries ‘Donas Amélias’. Sitting area outside only. 8am-7pm Mon-Sat

Lar Doce Livro €

map

Family-owned by a couple of local writers, Angra’s Lar Doce Livro is a kids friendly cafe, bookshop and cultural venue in the heart of the city. 11.30am-8pm Nov-Mar, to 10pm Apr-Oct

Mercearia €

map 

This boutique-sized cafe near the cathedral is a treasure trove of pastries and artisanal ice cream for those with a sweet tooth. 10.30am-6pm Mon-Fri, to 3pm Sat

Verde Maçã €

map

This cosy cafe in the centre of Angra do Heroísmo is great for brunch or a slice of homemade apple pie. 9am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 3pm Sat

Seafood

Restaurante Boca Negra € € €

map

Famous for its congro alcatra, this Porto Judeu place is the best on the island to try the fish (conger) version of this traditional pot roast. Book in advance during peak season. 12.30-3pm & 7-10pm

Tasca das Tias € €

map

Contemporary restaurant in the heart of Angra do Heroísmo. Grilled sirloin steak and braised tuna are top favourites. Don’t skip the chance to try their doce de vinagre. Noon-11pm

Restaurante Beira Mar € €

map

Part of the namesake hotel near Angra’s marina, the restaurant also caters to non-guests. It mainly serves meat and fish dishes, and is a good family-friendly option with a view. Noon-3pm & 7-11pm

OPescador € €

map 

At this low-key restaurant close to the beach in Praia da Vitória, the speciality is catch-of-the-day grilled fish with mashed sweet potatoes. Make reservations during peak season. Noon-10pm Mon-Sat

Tapas & Petiscos

Taberna do Teatro € €

map

A chill restaurant near the theatre in Angra, ideal for petiscos (tapas) paired with Portuguese wine by the glass – ask for one of the local whites. Noon-3pm & 7-11pm Mon-Sat

Tapas e Pano pra Mangas € €

map

A good place in Angra’s historic centre to sample local dishes reinvented as tapas, or stick to the more classic option of Azorean cheese and charcuterie boards. Noon-3pm & 6-11pm Mon-Sat


Loja do Gelado €

map

Family-friendly seasonal restaurant with outdoor seating in Angra do Heroísmo’s marina. Famous for its local artisanal ice cream (Dona Amélia and Queijada da Graciosa are must-tries), they also serve light meals and petiscos (tapas). 11am-10pm Apr-Sep
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Drinking

Bars

Delman Bar & Lounge

map

Laid-back bar with occasional live music in Praia da Vitória. It’s a good place for end-of-day cocktails with a beach view. 11.30am-1am Tue-Sun

Kalema Bar

map

Casual hangout for drinks with a view in Angra do Heroísmo near the beach. Popular in the summer and on weekends. 2pm-2am Tue-Sun

OBarrica

map 

No-frills, cosy restaurant and bar in the centre of Angra do Heroísmo with outdoor seating. 8am-9.30pm Mon-Thu, 9am-1.30am Fri & Sat

Nightclubs

Twins Club

map

Terceira’s oldest (and only) nightclub, Twins Club in Angra’s Silveira area has been in business for over four decades. It’s a classic multi-generational place for a dancing night out with two dance floors, one welcoming newer DJs and contemporary electronic music, and the other where the resident DJ plays old favourites. Midnight-6am Fri & Sat
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Shopping

Food & Treats

Mercado de Produtos Biológicos

map

Organic food market in Praia da Vitória selling a good range of vegan and vegetarian products. 8am-5pm Fri-Sun

Liberty American Store

map

Part shop, part tourist attraction, this Praia da Vitória shop is one of the few spots on the island that hints at the presence of the once-numerous American military community. Sells a reasonable range of American candy and sodas. 10am-8pm Mon-Sat, from 2pm Sun

Quinta dos Açores

map

A one-stop shop for traditional foods, drinks and other products from all islands in the Azores. 10am-9pm

Souvenirs & Crafts

Basílio Simões

map

Iconic old-fashioned family-owned grocery shop in the heart of Angra do Heroísmo, where you can find a little of everything, including locally produced wine. 8.30am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 4.30pm Sat

Artezanista

map

Women-owned arts and crafts shop in the centre of Angra do Heroísmo with occasional workshops. A good spot to buy original, handmade art and accessories. 10am-1pm & 2-6pm Tue-Sat






Explore

Faial


Here, the hydrangeas are of a particular shade of blue, and their colour is so vibrant when they bloom in the summer that the Azoreans have dubbed Faial the ‘Blue Island’. Its capital city, Horta, has the charm of a small seaside town, but with a cosmopolitan personality. It’s the home of the Azorean Parliament, and one of the most famous marinas in the world among the sailing community – the island’s connection to the ocean is so strong that its main festival, Semana do Mar, is entirely dedicated to the sea. Faialenses have seen their share of earthquakes and violent volcanoes – the last one, which started at sea, stayed active for 13 months from 1956 to 1957; its ashes buried half a lighthouse and a village.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: img] Car rental

Renting a car is the best way to explore the island and go sightseeing. If you have time to visit the neighbouring island of Pico, catching the ferry and taking the car is simple.

[image: img] Taxi

Taxis are the best option for getting around for non-drivers. They aren’t metered, but they all use the same pricing table based on the most frequent destinations.

[image: img] E-bikes

A good option to explore Horta and go up to Monte da Guia. E-bikes and scooters are available for rent, but only in the summer.


THE BEST

Walk on the Azores’ most recent volcano at CAPELINHOS.

Swim at PRAIA DO ALMOXARIFE, a beach with one of the island’s best views.

Toast Pico with a gin and tonic at PETER CAFÉ SPORT.

Learn about the whaling industry at FÁBRICA DA BALEIA DE PORTO PIM.






WALKING TOUR

Horta


A city with the soul of a small town, Horta is all about its centuries-old seaside charm – it’s in the little details from the architecture of its older houses, with their small towers on top from where one could survey the ocean, to its always-busy marina, which sailors don’t hesitate to call home.



START

Igreja das Angústias

END

Torre do Relógio

LENGTH

2km; one hour
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1 First Settlers’ Church

Igreja das Angústias is in the same place where the first settlers arrived and celebrated the first Mass in 1466, led by the Belgian captain-major Josse Van Huerter. The church you see today was built much later, in the 19th century, but its location is symbolic.

2 Sailors’ Cafe

Head to Horta’s most famous cafe, Peter Café Sport, which is well-known among the sailing community. The business has grown over its 100-plus years to include a shop and a guided tour office. Pause for a second to take in the view of Pico.

3 Picturesque Street

From the cafe, walk towards Rua Vasco da Gama and see the buildings on your left – notice the mix of architectural styles and bright colours. Turn right when you see the Art Nouveau aqua-green building on the corner.

4 Urban Art

The Marina da Horta was the first to be built in the Azores, in 1986. Since then, every sailor who docks here paints a souvenir of their stay for good luck and a safe trip. These paintings covering the walls of the marina typically include the names of the yacht and crew, date, and country of origin.

5 Charming Garden

Leave the seaside and head to Jardim da Praça da República. In this small public garden, bright-red benches and a gazebo stand out, contrasting with the pastel-coloured old buildings and the ever-peeking mountain of Pico. A produce market is on the corner – there, you can also buy local crafts, wine and food, and explore the options at the food court for lunch and dinner.

6 Clock Tower

Head towards the final stop, via Alameda Barão de Roches, to see the early-20th-century Teatro Faialense. Walk up the steep Ladeira da Paiva to Torre do Relógio (literally, clock tower). It’s the only thing that remains from the church that used to be next to it and was destroyed by lightning. It’s an excellent spot for views, with a playground and a sports court where kids can blow off steam.
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1Top Experiences

 Baía de Porto PimH4




1Experiences

1CapelinhosD2

2Aldeia Baleeira do CompridoD3

3Museu da HortaB2

4Casa Manuel de ArriagaB2

5Monte da GuiaB5

6Capela de Nossa Senhora da GuiaA5

7Forte de Nossa Senhora da GuiaC6

8Parque do CapeloE3

9Praia do AlmoxarifeH3

10Queijaria O MorroE4

11CaldeiraF3

12Cemitério do CarmoA1

13Piscinas Naturais do VaradouroE3

14Semana do MarB3

15Festival MaravilhaB3

16Peter Café SportB3

17Museu de ScrimshawB3




5Eating

18GenuínoB4

19Restaurante AtléticoA4

20MedalhasB1

21Bela VistaE3

22Ah! Boca SantaB1

23Cantina da PraçaB1

24Canto da DocaB4

25Gastro bar PríncipeA4

26Papa PizzaB3

27Café VolgaB2

28Bar da MarinaB2

29Café do Porto PimB4

30Gelados do AtlânticoB3




6Drinking

31OceanicB3

32Cantinho das ProvasB2




7Shopping

33Lava StudioB4

34Loja do TriânguloB1

35Mercado Bio AçoresB1










TOP EXPERIENCE

Baía de Porto Pim


Today, Praia Porto Pim is one of the most frequented beaches in Horta for its quiet waters and long stretch of sand. In the early 1400s, the surrounding bay welcomed the first settlers, and, in the mid-19th century, it became an important industrial and commercial hub for Faial.



map 
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PLANNING TIP

Porto Pim is under 2km from Horta’s historic centre, and the best way to reach it and explore is on foot. Set aside one morning to spend here.

[image: barcode]

Scan for practical information.



Forte de São Sebastião

Start with a view of the bay from Forte de São Sebastião. Built in the 17th century, this stronghold was crucial to defend the port and its merchandise. At the time of research, the fort was closed to the public, so you’ll have to walk a little further past the fort to see its tower. Beyond, in the background, notice the remains of the defence wall (which now serves as a sort of gateway to the beach), Fábrica da Baleia, and Casa dos Dabney, with Monte da Guia overlooking the bay.

Fábrica da Baleia de Porto Pim

Whaling was one of the most lucrative commercial activities in the Azores, particularly on Faial and Pico, until the late 1980s when it was abolished. Most islands had a facility (in some islands, more than one) to extract oil, meat, fat and bones from hunted whales. It’s never an easy experience, but Fábrica da Baleia de Porto Pim manages to keep the more violent images away from the public eye. In one wing of the factory, visitors can see an excerpt of the 1969 documentary Barbed Water (directed by Adrian Walker, filmed on Faial, and narrated by Orson Welles). Outside, there’s a plaque with a trigger warning, and the footage is, indeed, gruesome and graphic at times. The rest of the rooms give historical context and showcase sperm whale teeth, bones and other body parts. On the top floor, and in the final room of the exhibition, you can see a skeleton of a sperm whale – the specimen died of unknown causes and washed ashore shortly after it died.

Casa dos Dabney

In 1806, American president Thomas Jefferson appointed John Bass Dabney as consul for the USA in Horta. The family lived on the island for three generations, serving as consuls and bridging the gap between both countries, and also trading in wine, oranges and whaling products. Their former summer house is now a one-room free museum, Casa dos Dabney, explaining the family history and their role in the island’s commercial and social development.


LUNCH BREAK

Head to Genuíno for lunch with a view over Baía de Porto Pim. If you have time, ask the owner about his solo-sailing-around-the-world stories.






EXPERIENCES

Visit the Azores’ Most Recent Volcano at CapelinhosVolcano

map

Faial’s most iconic spot to visit is the site of the Capelinhos volcano, which was active for 13 months from 1956 to 1957. The vastness of black sand that partially covers the lighthouse and stretches onto the coast is quite the sight. It’s possible to visit without buying a ticket for the interpretative centre, but a series of exhibitions and videos gives visitors some context about the social and economic impact of this particular volcano, justifying the €10 fee. The ticket includes going inside the lighthouse and up the tower. Seeing it up close, knowing that most of the building is buried under your feet, is impressive. However, this is perhaps not as impactful as seeing the rooftops of the houses in nearby Aldeia Baleeira do Comprido map, a village formerly inhabited by a population of whalers and their families. They all managed to escape safely.

Learn about the Island’s History at Museu da HortaMuseum

map

In the first exhibition wing of Museu da Horta, set inside an 18th-century Jesuit monastery), a mix of artefacts tell the island’s story from the first settlers in the 1400s to the 20th century, when Horta became the North Atlantic’s communications nerve centre. At that time, the island’s community was a blend of locals, Germans, British and Americans, which influenced Faial’s lifestyle – it became more cosmopolitan and advanced compared to the rest of the archipelago. The museum also pays tribute to local artisan Euclides Rosa – known for his work using the core of fig-tree wood – and showcases his intricate pieces. Approximately 300m down the street, a second smaller museum called Casa Manuel de Arriaga map is dedicated to the Horta local and first president of Portugal (1911). It houses a smaller collection focusing mainly on the transition from a monarchy to a republic.

Hike to the Top of Monte da GuiaHiking

One of the best places to see Horta from above, Monte da Guia map is also a protected area and is home to many plants and birds. Take the road from Fábrica da Baleia de Porto Pim, and after a 1.5km walk up the hill you’ll reach Capela de Nossa Senhora da Gui map the chapel is only open for the religious festivities on 1 August. On the way there, about halfway up, stop near Forte de Nossa Senhora da Guia map to see the view of Pico island – at the time of research, the fort was closed off due to the devastation caused by Hurricane Lorenzo in 2019.


Azorean Refugee Act

Because of the Capelinhos eruptions and their devastating consequences, in 1958, the USA passed the Azorean Refugee Act, supported by Senators John Pashop (Rhode Island) and John F Kennedy (Massachusetts). That marked the beginning of a massive migration wave of Azoreans, mainly from Faial and Pico, to America’s east coast.



Relax at Parque do Capelo Forest park

map

On the road to Capelinhos, take the detour on the right through Canada do Moinho to the forest park known as Parque do Capelo. It’s an excellent spot to take a break (barbecue optional). Stone and wood picnic tables are an invitation to spend the afternoon in nature, and the resident deer (who live in a fenced-off area) sweetens the deal. At the entrance, there’s a free-to-visit reconstruction of a rural Azorean stone house – inside and outside (pigsty and outhouse included) – where you’ll see every detail of what life was like for peasants who lived in poverty in the more remote areas of the island.

Admire the Unique Igreja das AngústiasChurch

It’s unusual to find a Portuguese late-1800s church without the interior covered in blue-and-white tiles, gilded wood carvings, and sombre paintings depicting saints and tragic scenes from the Bible. Igreja das Angústias is a beautiful surprise, with its main altar of pastel frescoes (the ones in the ceiling represent the coats of arms of the first settlers) decorated with carved wood. Its location marks the site of the first Mass celebrated by the first settlers, and the first Catholic church they built. Avoid Sunday mornings.

Swim with a View at Praia do AlmoxarifeBeach

map

It might not be fair for the other islands, but Praia do Almoxarife tops the list of Azorean beaches with the most spectacular view. The dark sand contrasts with the deep-blue ocean, and ahead is the mountain island of Pico. Praia do Almoxarife is the largest and one of the most popular beaches on Faial, so expect crowds in the summer. In winter, there are better spots for seaside walks or dinners (most restaurants in the area are seasonal), but it’s still worth the trip.

Tour Queijaria O MorroCheese factory

map

The small, family-owned Queijaria O Morro produces Faial’s most popular cheese brand. Visit to taste and buy freshly made cheese (cheaper than the supermarket and souvenir shops in Horta). Ask for a free tour (one of the employees speaks English fluently), and they will gladly accommodate your request. They are expanding the building with plans to have a larger room where visitors can do a proper guided tasting – things are pretty rudimentary, but the experience is driven by their love of the job and their eagerness to share it. On a plot of land next door, they keep some of the cows and calves; petting them is allowed.

See the Crater of CaldeiraVolcano

map

Caldeira is the crater of Faial’s largest volcano, 400m deep. It’s a protected area full of endemic plants – walking inside the crater is no longer allowed without a certified guide. Instead, and on days with good visibility, hike the circular trail around Caldeira to take it all in (be aware that although the trail is not difficult, you’ll be walking at a height of more than 1000m at some points). Deep-blue hydrangeas (the Azores’ most popular flower) line the road to Caldeira in the summer.

Appreciate the View from Cemitério do CarmoCemetery

map

Cemitério do Carmo is worth the walk up the steep Rua do Comendador Macedo (do it early in the morning or closer to its closing time of 5pm if it’s a weekday). Firstly, it has a fantastic view of Pico island. The second reason is to visit the top left corner of the cemetery (with the most palm trees), where the non-Catholic plot is. Part of this was reserved for the Dabney family and their descendants, but you’ll also see graves with other non-Portuguese names. This tribute to the city and the island’s multicultural society is one of the underrated places to visit.

Go on a Whale-Watching TourGuided tour

The Triangle Islands, Faial included, are the best place to see whales and to understand how the community went from being whale hunters to watchers and protectors. The firms providing tours typically don’t go out in the low season, or don’t advertise it, so ask around once you reach the island. All operators follow animal welfare guidelines.


The Dabney Family

The Dabney family lived on Faial from 1804 to 1892 as consuls for the USA. John Bass Dabney was the first to be appointed by President Thomas Jefferson, and two more generations followed – at the time, the job was inherited. They greatly influenced economic development in the whale-hunting industry and Pico wine. Most of the properties they left behind are now private, except their former summer house in Porto Pim and the graves of members of the family.




Spend the Day in Piscinas Naturais do VaradouroNatural pool

map

It is one of the most popular natural swimming pools on Faial, and summers get pretty busy. Get here early, find a spot to lay your towel and enjoy the warm waters. At Piscinas Naturais do Varadouro, there’s a shallower, artificial pool (but still full of seawater) that’s a better option for children or those who are learning to swim. Lifeguards, showers, toilets and other facilities are only available during the official season (typically from June to September).

Honour the Sea at Semana do MarFestival

map

For around one week, at the beginning of August, all roads and parties lead to the ocean when Horta hosts its top festival, Semana do Mar. For almost five decades (the festival turns 50 in 2025), this event has celebrated the seas and everything connected to them with water sports, and yacht and whaling-boat regattas. There’s even an American-style pageant competition to elect that year’s queen.

Attend the Offbeat Festival MaravilhaFestival

map

One of the most recent festivals, Festival Maravilha, has been held in Horta in June since 2019. The lineup is typically varied, with room for all music genres and street performers. What sets Maravilha apart is that some of the events take place on floating stages at sea – attendees can watch from land or a boat (at the marina, there will be no shortage of folks happy to invite you on board).


SCRIMSHAW ART

On the top floor of Peter Café Sport, for €3.50, you can visit the Museu de Scrimshaw map, showcasing a collection of polished and engraved sperm-whale teeth and bones – this art form declined when whale-hunting was abolished in the 1980s. There are a few scrimshaw artists left on the islands who now decorate donated bones and teeth, but it’s becoming more rare as the raw material is no longer widely available nor legal to sell.



Have a Gin & Tonic at Peter’sBar

map

Peter Café Sport, in Horta’s historic centre just off the marina, is undoubtedly Faial’s most famous cafe and bar. For over 100 years, it’s been the home from home for yachters traversing the Atlantic. Above the bar, people still post personal ads – some volunteer to join a crew, and others are looking for experienced sailors to join theirs. Inside, or outside on the terrace with a view of Pico, toast the sea with a signature gin and tonic.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey
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Eating

Azorean Seafood & Meat

Genuíno € €

map

One of the iconic restaurants in Horta, Genuíno is famous for its catch-of-the-day fish dishes and the view over the bay of Porto Pim. Noon-11pm

Restaurante Atlético € €

map

The service is whirlwind fast, especially at lunch when it’s busier. Choose from a selection of fresh fish and have it grilled. Azorean wine by the glass is available. Noon-2.30pm & 7-10.30pm Tue-Sat, Noon-2.30pm Sun

Medalhas € €

map

Classic restaurant close to the Horta market serving regional dishes. There are not many vegetarian options besides omelettes and sides. Noon-2.30pm & 7-9.30pm Tue-Sat

Bela Vista € €

map

Laid-back, Azorean cuisine restaurant with a view in Capelo, a short drive from Capelinhos volcano. Has prato do dia (dish of the day) menus for lunch and dinner. During peak season, it’s best to make reservations. Noon-3pm & 6-9pm Wed-Mon

Contemporary Cuisine

Ah! Boca Santa € €

map

Laid-back cafe and restaurant inside Horta’s produce market, serving sandwiches and hamburgers (on homemade bolo lêvedo muffins) with a few vegetarian options. 11.30am-2pm Mon-Wed, 11.30am-2pm & 6-9pm Thu-Sat

Cantina da Praça € € €

map

Cosy but contemporary modern restaurant inside Horta’s market food court. You can opt for petiscos (tapas) or a full meal – all fish and meats used are local and seasonal. 6.30pm-midnight Tue-Sat, Noon-3pm & 7-11pm Sun

Canto da Doca € € €

map

At this restaurant in Horta, customers grill their food on a hot slate of basalt stone. Local fish and meat are the specialities. Noon-2.30pm & 6.30-11pm

Gastro bar Príncipe € € €

map

A high-end restaurant in Horta with fusion dishes made with seasonal and local ingredients, including a couple of vegan options. There are plenty of local wines on the menu too. 7-10pm Mon-Sat

Cheap Eats

Papa Pizza €

map

The phone rings off the hook every day of the week at this family-friendly pizzeria near the marina. Choose your ingredients (local or not) and eat in or order to go. 11.30am-3pm & 5-10pm Mon-Sat

Café Volga €

map

Unassuming cafe in the centre of Horta with prato do dia menus at lunch and dinner, plus sandwiches and hamburgers. 7am-11pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat


Bar da Marina €

map

In the heart of Horta’s marina, this cafe with outdoor seating serves quick eats, including hamburgers and sandwiches. Noon-10pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri

Café do Porto Pim €

map

It is a great spot to have an affordable meal or just drinks and petiscos, where the view of Porto Pim doesn’t come with a price tag. 7am-9pm

Sweet Treats

Gelados do Atlântico €

map

Go for the ice-cream flavour of the week, and stay to sample the others (some made with Azorean favourites like bolacha Mulata cookies and queijada da Graciosa pastries). Noon-7pm & 8-10pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Drinks & Petiscos

Peter Café Sport

map

Iconic Faial bar and cafe near the marina with a view to Pico. Famous for its gin and tonic and the ‘whale soup’ (no whale, just meat), it’s also a good spot for snacking. 9am-midnight Mon-Sat

Oceanic

map

Laid-back bar to have a relaxed drink and tapas, with a side of live music on the weekends. It’s set inside one of Horta’s historic buildings: Armazéns Relva, once owned by the Dabney family to shop Pico wine. 6pm-2am Mon-Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat

Cantinho das Provas

map

The place in Horta for Azores wine-tasting experiences. Pairing with local and fusion petiscos and light dishes is optional. 7-10pm Thu-Sat

[image: img]
Shopping

Local Products & Souvenirs

Lava Studio

map

Tiny shop near the city centre in Horta, in the Angústias neighbourhood, selling handmade fashion accessories and decorative items. An excellent spot for one-of-a-kind souvenirs made by local artisans. 10am-1pm & 2-6pm Mon-Fri, to 1.30pm Sat

Queijaria O Morro

map

Family-owned, boutique-sized artisanal cheese factory in Castelo Branco. Makes four types of cheeses and most are available to purchase daily. They offer free tours of the facilities upon request. 7am-8pm Mon-Sat

Loja do Triângulo

map

A one-stop shop at Horta’s produce market to buy wine and foods from the Triangle Islands of Faial, Pico and São Jorge. 9am-6.30pm Mon-Fri, 8.30am-1pm Sat

Mercado Bio Açores

map

Specialising in organic products, this grocery shop in Horta also has a good selection of Azorean teas from Gorreana and Porto Formoso. 9am-6pm Mon-Fri, to 1pm Sat






Explore

Pico


Geologically the youngest island of the Azores and the second largest in the archipelago, Pico is the epicentre of the ‘Triangle Islands’, where the ocean has yet to smooth the coast’s volcanic rocks or break them into sand. This is also where you’ll find Portugal’s highest mountain and vineyards classified as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. In the land of whalers and winemakers, new art forms coexist with traditional ones, and creativity is more than a skill – it’s a form of resistance and a way of life. Climbing ‘The Mountain’, as locals refer to the 2351m peak, might be the first reason why visitors come here, but it’s the island’s laid-back vibe and its air of determination, as if everyone here is born ready to take on anything, that makes them stay a while longer.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: img] Car rental

Renting a car is the best option for exploring the island independently.

[image: img] Taxi

A good option for non-drivers to tour the island or travel between sights. Taxis aren’t metered and prices are fixed based on distance. Ask how much the trip will cost. There’s usually room for negotiating.

[image: img] Walking

Most attractions are within walking distance in each town (Madalena, Lajes, São Roque), so this is a good option for getting around. Be aware that pavements are sometimes too narrow or nonexistent on out-of-town secondary roads.


THE BEST

Climb MT PICO, Portugal’s highest mountain.

Hike among the UNESCO World Heritage vineyards at PAISAGEM DA VINHA DE CRIAÇÃO VELHA.

Learn more about the whaling industry at MUSEU DOS BALEEIROS.

Taste local wines in the heart of the old vineyards at ADEGA DO VULCÃO.






WALKING TOUR

Madalena


Madalena is what you’d expect from a seaside Azorean town: a bustling port, whale-watching tours heading out to sea, and plenty of bystanders watching the waves. But it also boasts unique architecture, surprising urban art and the always-looming Mt Pico, making its presence known even from behind the clouds.



START

Porto Areia Larga

END

Cella Bar

LENGTH

3km; 1½ hours


[image: jpg]




1 View to Faial

Start your walk at Porto Areia Larga with a picture-perfect view of Faial, just behind Pico’s two famous islets, Deitado and Em Pé, which literally translate to ‘lying down’ and ‘standing’.

2 Tribute to a Sailor

Walk along the coast on the gravel path that connects Areia Larga to Areia Funda, and mind the occasional sprays on windier days. Walk down to the harbour to see the Gilberto Mariano statue – a work by local artist Rui Goulart, and a tribute to a well-known picaroto (Pico resident) who, for decades, carried messages and packages across the canal from Pico to Faial.

3 Distinctive Church

Walk towards Igreja de Santa Maria Madalena and notice its distinctive facade of white glazed tiles, and pointy towers. If you have time for a detour and a quick look inside, notice the mid-century stained-glass windows that contrast with the 19th-century tiles and gilded wood carvings of the main altar.

4 Urban Art

A good spot to rest, or to let kids blow off steam in the playground or the skate park, Jardim dos Maroiços is a popular hangout for locals (and the children from the school across the street). Before leaving, notice the mural A Picarota by Lisbon-based artist Carlos Farinha. At the opposite corner of the park, the friendly faces made of stone scattered on the grass are Helena Amaral’s Sorrisos de Pedra (‘Smiling Stones’).

5 Picture-Worthy Windmill

Walk back to the seaside, towards the port, to see Moinho do Saca, a typical Pico windmill, and the view over the town. Behind it, on the way to the final stop, view the mural Fishing with Heart (by Belgian artist Kas Art) at the local artisanal fishing association – a tribute to the island’s fishermen.

6 Award-Winning Building

The final stop, Cella Bar, is a threefold gift – the building won the ArchDaily’s Building of the Year award in 2016, it’s the best spot in Madalena for drinks with a view, and it’s right next door to Piscinas Naturais da Barca for a quick swim (weather permitting).
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1Top Experiences

 Museu do VinhoA1




1Experiences

1Paisagem da Vinha de Criação VelhaE4

2Moinho do FradeE4


6Maroiços do PicoA1

7Mt PicoB2

8Casa da MontanhaB2

9Azores Fringe FestivalA2

10MiratecArts Galeria CostaA2

11Museu dos BaleeirosA4

12Centro de Artes e de Ciências do MarB2

13Semana dos BaleeirosB3

14Forte de Santa CatarinaA3

15Música no ForteB3

16Quinta das RosasA1

17Escola Regional de Artesanato de Santo AmaroC2

18Lagoa do CapitãoB2

19Farol da Ponta da IlhaD2

20Cais de AgostoB1

21Parque Florestal Matos SoutoD2

22Parque Florestal da PrainhaC2

23Praia do Canto da AreiaC2

24Piscinas Naturais da Criação VelhaA1

25Poça da BrancaC2

26Festas da MadalenaF1




5Eating

27Padaria AndradeF1

28Pastelaria Aromas e SaboresB4

29PastellaF1

30OCincoF1

31OPetiscaE2

32OAncoradouroE2

33Adega AçorianaC2

34SimpatiaF1

35Danny’s CaféB3

36Atlântico Tea and Wine HouseE2

37Clube Naval de São RoqueB1

38MagmaD2

39Mar Sushi TerraceC2

40Mercado BioF1

41Fonte CuisineB2




6Drinking

3Pico WinesE2

4Azores Wine CompanyA1

5Adega do VulcãoE3

42Cella BarA1

43Café ConcertoE3

44Garrafeira da VilaF1




7Shopping

45Livraria Companhia das IlhasB4

46Adega das ArtesF1

47Azulejos da Ponta da IlhaD2

48Barro & BarroD2










TOP EXPERIENCE

Museu do Vinho


Almost three centuries ago, winemakers on Pico worked with the hand they were dealt and developed a way to grow vines and protect them from the wind and seawater. At Museu do Vinho, you’ll witness that resourcefulness in multiple ways.



map
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PLANNING TIP

Seeing the museum takes about one hour, and all visits are self-guided. Most of the exhibition information is in Portuguese, so request a leaflet in English when buying your ticket.

[image: barcode]

Scan for opening hours and events.



History of Pico Winemaking

Set in the former 17th-century property where Faial-based Carmelite monks spent their summers, the main house, cellar and winepress have been remodelled to match the original architecture – these were times of prosperity for everyone who profited from the wine trade, and their houses reflected that. On the ground floor of the house to the left, Casa Conventual dos Carmelitas, a long corridor lined with archive photos, traces the timeline of the winemaking industry on Pico. It covers the introduction of the first vines by settlers in the late 1400s through to the island becoming an exporter of local wine in the 19th century, plus the present day as a UNESCO World Heritage Site thanks to its unique approach to growing and protecting vineyards. On the top floor, the exhibition focuses more on the history of winemaking on Pico and elsewhere, and there are a couple of fun games based on identifying wines. It’s not the most interactive of museums overall, but these two exhibitions provide a useful historical foundation for understanding Pico wine before or after you do a wine tasting in town.

Viewpoint over the Vineyards

The most popular spot inside the wine museum property is the bright-red wood structure from where you can see the famous currais (basalt walls built to protect the vineyards from the wind and sea). These are on a smaller scale compared to the ones you’ll see elsewhere on the island, but from this viewpoint you can appreciate the complexity of the maze-like structure that’s still in use today.

The Dragon Tree Forest

It’s not exactly wine-related, but it’s part of the original property. After visiting the last building, the winepress, you’ll see the centuries-old dragon tree forest. Dragon trees are indigenous to Macaronesia, a region that comprises four volcanic archipelagos in the North Atlantic, and this forest on Pico is said to be the largest. Specialists estimate that most of these trees are over 200 years old. The oldest of them used to be the main attraction because of its size and approximate age of 400-plus years – unfortunately, it didn’t survive a violent storm in 2019.




EXPERIENCES

Hike among the Vineyards of Criação VelhaHeritage site

map

The hiking trail to the Paisagem da Vinha de Criação Velha vineyards starts at the port near Areia Larga, although ten minutes into the walk you will no longer need to consult the route on a map as rows of basalt currais (basalt walls built to protect vineyards from the wind and sea) start to line the road on your left. The bright-red rooftop of the Moinho do Frade map windmill in the distance contrasts with the dark shades of Mt Pico. On your right, you’ll see a rola-pipas (a Pico-specific ramp carved onto the rocks by the sea to roll barrels down the coast to the ships). Turn left towards the windmill and reflect on the centuries-old ingenuity needed to make the best of the island’s conditions to produce wine. To this day, and because the currais are so narrow, the harvest is still done by hand. Go up to the windmill to take it all in.

Spot the MaroiçosLocal heritage

map

On the outskirts of Madalena, dozens of pyramid-shaped neat piles of rocks known as the Maroiços do Pico sprout among the pastures. Locals don’t make much fuss about them, claiming the structures are nothing more than a way to clear the land, and farmers have been doing it since they can remember. More recent theories suggest that they might be ancient pagan temples built to honour the rising sun, based on their position in relation to Mt Pico. That raises some eyebrows among the Azoreans because it suggests the archipelago has been inhabited before, and Plato’s myth of Atlantis might have a shred of truth. But set aside the theories for a while as you search for them – some are easier to spot for their precise shape and careful build, while others look like a sloppy pile of rocks pushed into a far corner of the property. Unfazed by all this are, of course, the cows and sheep that greet you lazily as you walk around spotting maroiços.


BEST SPOTS FOR WINE TASTING

Taste locally produced wine while learning from the ones who make it. Demand is high, so book ahead online.

Pico Wines

map 

Also known as CVIP, the local producers’ association in Madalena hosts different wine-tasting experiences that can last from 30 minutes to one hour.

Azores Wine Company

map 

Responsible for boosting Pico wine’s fame worldwide in the last decade, here visitors can pair a wine tasting with a tour of the winery.

Adega do Vulcão

map 

In the heart of the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Criação Velha, wine experiences here include tasting three wines and touring the old vineyards.



Climb Mt PicoMountain

map

Climbing to the top of Mt Pico, Portugal’s highest mountain, 2351m above sea level, is one of the main reasons travellers come to Pico. No special gear is needed except for hiking boots, walking sticks and comfortable clothes – it’s more of a steep hike than an actual climb. Whether you book a guided tour or go independently, the first stop is always Casa da Montanha map visitor centre. Here, not only do you learn about the mountain and a few ground rules (which include taking the weather warnings seriously), but an employee also registers your climb (and collects your €15 fee) and hands you a GPS device so you can be tracked. In peak season, you’ll likely be tagging along in single file up the mountain as this activity has increased in popularity over the years. Opt for a guided tour to see the sunrise from the top if you’re looking for a more relaxed experience, but don’t expect complete solitude unless you request a private tour. The number of people allowed to climb the mountain daily is limited, so book in advance.

Find All the Smiling StonesUrban art

Pico-based artist Helena Amaral started carving faces and smiles on lava bombs she’d found around the island. Each piece is unique, and together they are called the Smiling Stones (Sorrisos de Pedra in Portuguese). You can spot them at several places around the island, including the airport, Jardim dos Maroiços in the centre of Madalena, and at the top of Mt Pico. Online, you can find a map showing most of their locations around Pico, and spotting them can be a fun game for kids. Bonus points if you find some sculptures that aren’t mapped yet – there are dozens of them.

See Urban Art at Galeria CostaUrban art

In 2015, the MiratecArts founder and creative director opened the cultural organisation’s property for an art project that was to be included in the Azores Fringe Festival map that year. The goal was for local and visiting artists to create pieces that would exist among trees, vineyards and rocks. Without maintenance, nature was to take its course and either overcome each creation or let it be. Free to visit and open 24/7, MiratecArts Galeria Costa map soon became a hit with tourists and has continued to be a popular attraction. It’s a bit in the middle of nowhere, without any signs pointing you in the right direction, but for the sake of a reference point, it’s about 7km south of Paisagem da Vinha de Criação Velha. If the gate is closed, feel free to let yourself in. Walk down the marked pathway and spot the different works on display, but avoid stepping away from the path to get closer to them – all plants here are works of art too.

Learn about the Whaling IndustryMuseum

In Lajes do Pico, trace the town’s whaling industry history, starting with Museu dos Baleeiros map. Whale hunting (or fishing, as it was called in those days) in the Azores was a purely artisanal craft. Between men and animals, there was nothing more than a little wooden boat and harpoons – life was hard, and catching one sperm whale would feed many families, which meant there was no option but to take the risk. At this museum, that’s what the exhibitions focus on, but be aware that some of the photos documenting the hunt and what happened after are graphic. Next, at Centro de Artes e de Ciências do Mar map, set inside the former whale factory, the focus is more on the industrial side of the business and how a whale was processed, with some social and economic context of the time when the industry reached its peak.

Attend Semana dos BaleeirosFestival

map

At the end of August, all roads lead to Lajes for the town’s main event of the year, the weeklong festival Semana dos Baleeiros. The main attractions are concerts from local and national artists, traditional food stalls scattered around town, and water-sports competitions. But the truly unmissable events – and a classic of these festivities – are the whaleboat regattas over the weekend. If you’re curious about the religious side of the festival, part of the Catholic procession happens at sea aboard whaling boats.


Whaling Industry

Most islands in the Azores had their go at whale hunting, but on Pico, the industry truly took off. It’s where the first whale-watching company was founded in the early 1990s, a few years after hunting whales was forbidden – the last ones were caught here in 1987. You may still run into former whalers in Lajes and São Roque, the towns where the activity was more prominent.



Visit the Only Military Building on PicoViewpoint

The only military building left on Pico is the 18th-century Forte de Santa Catarina map, built in Lajes to protect the island from Napoleon’s invasions. Not only is it a great spot to see the town and Mt Pico in the background, but the building has also been refurbished to include an outdoor amphitheatre from where the audience faces the stage, against a backdrop of the mountain and the sunset – it’s quite the setting. One of the more recent free-entrance music events on the island, Música no Forte map, takes place here every weekend at sunset in July and August.

Stroll Through the Romantic Quinta das RosasGarden

map

Perhaps the most romantic spot on Pico, Quinta das Rosas is a botanical garden and picnic area a short drive from Madalena. Stroll through the park’s vast collection of exotic plants, fruit trees and small ponds before heading to the lookout with views across to Faial, or taking a picnic break. And don’t leave without seeing one of the garden’s most famous buildings – the small chapel of Santa Isabel, which is a popular wedding venue on the island.

Discover Local Crafts at Escola de ArtesanatoArts and crafts

In 1986, local artisans (and twin sisters) Conceição and Alzira Neves founded Escola Regional de Artesanato de Santo Amaro map – a traditional crafts school to teach the old techniques before they got lost, and to showcase the students’ work. In addition to the regular workshops at this school, you can also visit a small ethnographical museum and browse the shop full of the sisters’ and other local artisans’ original creations.

Admire the Pico LakesLake

map

One of the most beautiful things about Pico’s lakes is that they’re all untouched, and most are easily accessible – there’s a 22km hiking trail that begins near ER-3 and will take you to the 13 lakes, but you can also drive to each of them if you don’t have time for such a long walk. On a clear day, without fog or mist, you can cover most of them in about 2½ hours, including stops to admire the views and the small walks from the car to the lakes. But, if you need to be more selective because you only have time to stop and explore one, make it Lagoa do Capitão map – the largest on the island.


The Scenic Road

In a place known for its zigzagging roads that cut through forests and hills, coming across a road with a 9km straight stretch that’s not an expressway is cause for awe. ER-3 cuts across Pico, connecting Madalena to São Roque, and it’s one of the most scenic roads in the Azores – the kind that makes you stop the car (safely) to take one of those photos in the middle of the deserted lanes.



Climb to the Top of Farol da Ponta da IlhaLighthouse

map

When you look at the names of places and natural landmarks on Pico and discover what they translate to in English, you realise that they’re not over-elaborated designations with a complicated story or local legend behind them – most names are practical and based on the place’s main features. For example, Ponta da Ilha literally means ‘the tip of the island’, and it is just that. If you happen to be in the area on a Wednesday, you can visit the Farol da Ponta da Ilha for free and climb to the top to see the rugged coast and the island of São Jorge across the ocean.

Celebrate with Locals at Cais de AgostoFestival

map

São Roque’s main festival is Cais de Agosto, which takes place in late July and attracts people from abroad, other Pico towns, and neighbouring islands. The lineup includes concerts by famous local and national artists, traditional food and drink street stalls, and an ongoing showcase and sale of local crafts. Food is an essential part of this yearly event, with local producers bringing their best products to the weeklong gastronomy fair. It’s always a great opportunity to taste what the island has to offer and bring home some delicious souvenirs.

Spend the Day at One of the Forest ParksForest park

Pico has five forest parks, but two of them have something that stands out – both are great places for a picnic, relaxing day, or visit. Parque Florestal Matos Souto map, in the Lajes area, was initially built as an agriculture school. You’ll notice the educational approach to the planning (slightly different from other forest parks), with smaller gardens and farmlands, but the main attraction is the pond with its wooden suspension bridge. The Japanese-inspired red arches are also striking. At the other park, Parque Florestal da Prainha map, visit a windmill and a free-entrance replica of a typical rural house, showcasing how Azorean families lived in the countryside. Here, you can also enjoy one of the most beautiful views of the island, overlooking traditional vineyards and the island of São Jorge in the background.


Check Out the Only Sand Beach on PicoBeach

Sand beaches are rare in the Azores, but they are even more rare on Pico – being the youngest island in the archipelago means that its coast is mostly rocks and pebbles, and coves. But there is one sandy beach in Prainha called Praia do Canto da Areia map. Don’t expect black sand stretching for kilometres because it’s really very small. That said, it’s still a popular spot among locals. Unfortunately, that also means that summers there are busy, but the good news is that the local natural swimming pools are less than 3km away.

Swim in an Ocean PoolNatural pool

Pico might not have many sand beaches, but there is no shortage of options when it comes to natural swimming pools. Every local has their favourite, and often, as expected, opinions on what makes it the best pool diverge. A good rule of thumb is to choose one that has nearby facilities (toilets, showers, bar or restaurant) and a reasonably comfortable area to lay a towel (without pointy rocks sticking into your back). Piscinas Naturais da Criação Velha map map near the vineyards in Madalena, is one of the most beautiful. Another good option with calm and crystal clear waters and enough space to lounge around is Poça da Branca map in Prainha, but be aware that this beach doesn’t have lifeguards.

Head to Madalena for the FestasFestival

map

Pico has three main towns, each with its own festival, and the dates never overlap. Chances are that if you spend a week or two here in the summer, your time on the island will coincide with at least one of those events. Madalena kicks off the part-religious festivities season with its Festas da Madalena map around the third week of July. The lineup includes four days of concerts by local artists, lots of food stalls in the streets where you can sample traditional dishes, and other events, including the religious celebration honouring their patron saint, Santa Maria Madalena.

See Whales Up-CloseGuided tour

Practically all islands have their version of a whale-watching tour (some of them combine a boat tour around the coast with the chance to spot whales in the wild), but taking one on Pico is special – its once-thriving whaling industry is why the island is known as the land of whalers, after all. While some of these expeditions depart from Madalena, typically whale-watching tour companies concentrate in Lajes, the town with a historical connection to whaling and a place where, at sea, whales usually come closer to the coast. All companies adhere to strict animal-welfare guidelines and keep a safe distance from the animals in their natural habitat. Some will only do tours in peak season, however. Dolphins and sperm whales are common species you’ll be able to spot all year long, though, so if you’re not planning to visit Pico in the summer, there’s still a chance you’ll see some of these animals in the wild. The sweet spot lies between March and June for the opportunity to see a wider variety of species.

Travel to Another Triangle IslandDay trip

All year long, ferry connections are frequent from Pico to the neighbouring islands of Faial and São Jorge. That frequency increases in the summer (June to September), allowing travellers to base themselves on Pico, take the ferry in the morning to one of the islands and return at the end of the day. The city of Horta (Faial) is a 30-minute trip from Madalena, and Velas (São Jorge) is about 50 minutes from São Roque. Keep in mind that one day only covers visiting the main attractions, so if you want to explore the islands further or do one of the hiking trails, it’s best to stay overnight.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap  € € Moderate  € € € Pricey

[image: img]
Eating

Breakfast & Brunch

Padaria Andrade €

map

The selection of fresh pastries and different breads at this cafe in the centre of Madalena makes it a great spot for breakfast. 7am-6pm Mon-Sat

Pastelaria Aromas e Sabores € €

map 

A good variety of fresh fruit juices and local pastries awaits in Lajes, where you may queijadas da Néveda (a pastry inspired by a local character from a children’s book). 8am-7pm Mon-Fri, 8.30am-6pm Sat

Pastella €

map

The sign above the door still says ‘Pastelaria Linu’ (from the previous owners). Branding details aside, it’s an affordable spot in the centre of Madalena for a typical Portuguese breakfast. 7am-6pm Sun-Fri

Traditional Azorean Cuisine

OCinco € €

map 

This small Madalena restaurant with outdoor seating has an Azorean menu, including a good selection of vegetarian options. It fills up quickly in peak season. Make reservations. 9am-11pm Mon-Sat

OPetisca € €

map 

Good-value Lajes restaurant with a large selection of traditional Azorean petiscos (tapas) – hence the name – for those not looking for a full meal. Noon-2.30pm & 7-10pm Mon-Sat

OAncoradouro € € €

map 

High-end Madalena restaurant with ocean views specialising in typical Pico and other Azorean seafood dishes. Make reservations. Noon-3pm & 7-10pm Tue-Sun

Adega Açoriana € €

map

Great spot in Prainha for a meal or tapas with a view. There are a couple of vegetarian options. 11.30am-11.30pm Wed-Mon

Quick & Hearty Meals

Simpatia €

map

Snack bar in central Madalena serving prato do dia (dish of the day). The menu mainly includes traditional dishes (one meat course and one fish) with a homemade feeling. 7am-11pm Tue-Sun

Danny’s Café €

map

No-frills small cafe in Lajes serving sandwiches and hamburgers, with at least one vegetarian option. 6.30am-8pm Mon-Sat

Atlântico Tea and Wine House €

map

A budget spot for a lunch: a soup and sandwich combo or petiscos. Save some room for their desserts. 8am-10pm Tue-Sun

Clube Naval de São Roque €

map

An affordable place to have a burger or a traditional grilled steak, this restaurant also has a buffet service for lunch. 7.30am-midnight Mon-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat


Contemporary Azorean Cuisine

Magma € €

map

Restaurant with a view in São Roque do Pico where fish of the day is one of the specialities in summer. Their menu includes children-friendly dishes and a few vegetarian options. 12.30-6pm & 7-10pm

Mar Sushi Terrace € € €

map

All recipes are made with fresh fish at this Japanese-inspired restaurant in Lajes do Pico. Includes some vegetarian options. 12.30-3pm & 6.30-10pm Thu-Mon

Vegan & Vegetarian

Mercado Bio € €

map

Fusion cuisine in the centre of Madalena with vegan and vegetarian options, including desserts. Children’s menu available upon request. Noon-3pm & 6.30-10pm Wed-Mon

Fonte Cuisine € € €

map

Set inside the Aldeia da Fonte rural tourism village, the restaurant is open to nonguests. Good selection of vegetarian dishes. Noon-2.30pm & 6.30-9.30pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Laid-back Bars

Cella Bar

map

Famous bar with a view in Madalena has lots of Pico wines – or ask for a Cella Wine Tasting. 3pm-midnight Mon, Thu & Fri, Noon-midnight Sat & Sun

Café Concerto

map

Open-until-late bar in Madalena with a relaxed atmosphere and live music on the weekends. 5pm-2am Sun & Tue-Fri

Garrafeira da Vila

map

At this winery, bar and restaurant rolled into one, pairing Pico wines with food is optional. A good spot to buy a souvenir local bottle. 7-10pm

[image: img]
Shopping

Books & Souvenirs

Livraria Companhia das Ilhas

map

Pico-based publisher and bookshop in Lajes where you can find works by local and national authors as well as souvenirs. 10.30am-1pm & 2-6pm Mon-Thu, 10.30am-1pm Fri & Sat

Adega das Artes

map

Family-owned shop in the heart of Madalena where you can find a little of everything, from art supplies and toys to souvenirs. 9.30am-Noon & 1-6pm Mon-Fri, 10am-1pm & 2-5pm Sat

Local Crafts

Azulejos da Ponta da Ilha

map

Family-owned company producing hand-painted artisanal azulejos (glazed tiles) inspired by everything Azorean, from flora and fauna to food and drinks. Opening hours vary; check ahead. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat

Barro & Barro

map

Small ceramics studio and shop in Ribeirinha selling accessories and decor items made by hand and inspired by Pico. Opening hours vary; check ahead. 10am-6pm Mon-Sat






Explore

São Jorge


Seen from any angle, São Jorge is a long mountain ridge emerging from the ocean, like a mythical beast awakening from a long slumber and stretching its back – that first impression is what made the Portuguese ‘discoverers’ name the island after the dragon-slaying saint. A lot of the towns and villages on this long and narrow island are wedged between the ocean and looming, lush cliffs. And yet, one feels more sheltered than oppressed. With its neighbours Pico and Faial across the channel, São Jorge is part of the so-called ‘Triangle Islands’ and the home of fajãs (earth or lava that slid down cliffs into the ocean, creating new sections of flat land). Because these fajãs are a refuge for protected species, they were classified as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve in 2016.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: img] Car Rental

The best way to get around the island independently. But summers are the busiest season, and cars are scarce.

[image: img] Taxi

A good option for sightseeing for non-drivers or those who come to the island on a day trip from Pico. Taxis aren’t metered, so all trips have a fixed price based on destination or specific route. Hire by the hour is also available.

[image: img] Hiking

This is the best way to explore the more remote fajãs around the island.


THE BEST

Unwind at the remote FAJÃ DA CALDEIRA DE SANTO CRISTO.

Swim in the island’s most scenic natural pool POÇA SIMÃO DIAS.

Uncover the surprisingly intricate interiors of IGREJA DE SANTA BÁRBARA.

Take a closer look at the local cheese production at UNIQUEIJO.






WALKING TOUR

Velas


Quiet but not unassuming, Velas is one of the two main towns on São Jorge. It rests against a dramatic cliff facing the ocean and other Triangle Islands. A stroll through its cobblestone, narrow streets unveils surprising architecture. The never-disappointing views are an invitation to linger by the sea.



START

Jardim Botânico

END

Forte da Ponta das Eiras

LENGTH

1.1km; one hour
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1 Urban Park

Jardim Botânico is an urban park that takes advantage of its location rather than fighting against it – dirt and grass-covered lanes criss-cross up the hill with stops to take in the view and have a picnic. From the top, take in the town of Velas, unfolding below.

2 Bird Sanctuary

Walk down from Jardim Botânico into Jardim da República. At this public garden (gated but always open) with its bright-red benches and gazebo, a fenced-off area is home to dozens of colourful and cheerful lovebirds. At the heart of the town, plenty of family-friendly cafes and restaurants line the streets around the park.

3 Unexpected Architecture

Make your way to the seaside, down Rua Maestro Francisco de Lacerda, to admire the tile panel depicting the earthquake of 1964. Across the street, Igreja Matriz de Velas is a petite, whitewashed building with an unusually low-key wooden door. If it’s open, go in to see the stained-glass windows from the inside.

4 Bar in the Fort

Walk along the seaside avenue towards the bright-orange-and-white building in the corner on the left. A summer-yellow iron gate leads the way inside the fort turned bar Fortaleza Nossa Senhora da Conceição. With high benches perched against the walls, the old ramparts now double as bar tables – you can go in just to see the view; purchasing drinks is optional.

5 Famous Natural Feature

On your left, the ever-present islands of Pico and Faial will keep you company (pause for a photo near the Velas sign) as you continue along the avenue to the town’s most famous natural feature, the basalt arch known simply as Arco Natural de Velas.

6 Picnic with a View

The last stop is Forte da Ponta das Eiras (also known as Castelinho). If the weather is good, you can spend time admiring the view here or using the tables for a picnic. In summer, a couple of street-food stalls open for business between the fort and Palco dos Pescadores, so Castelinho becomes a popular end-of-day hangout for locals.
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1Top Experiences

 Fajã dos Vimes

 Fajã dos Cubres

 Fajã da Caldeira de Santo Cristo




1Experiences

1Casa Museu Cunha da SilveiraA3

2Cooperativa de Artesanato Senhora da EncarnaçãoB3

3UniqueijoB2

4Torre da UrzelinaC2

5Parque Florestal das Sete FontesA1

6Farol dos RosaisA1

7Miradouro da Vigia da BaleiaA1

8Ilhéu do TopoF1

9Farol do TopoE1

10Miradouro do TopoE2

11Igreja de Santa BárbaraC3

12Museu Francisco de LacerdaD3

13Encontros Sonoros AtlânticosD3

14Poça Simão DiasC2

15Fajã do OuvidorC2

16Semana Cultural das VelasB2

17Festival de JulhoD3




5Eating

18Suspiro PastelariaA3

19Olhar IlhéuE2

20Café NunesD3

21O SpotD3

22AmílcarC2

23O BorgesD3

24AçorB3

25Café Restaurante VelenseB4

26Fornos de LavaB2

27Flor do JardimB3

28Pizzaria AustráliaB3

29Snack Bar O 30B2




6Drinking

30ManezinhoC3

31Apneia BarA4

32SunSet BarC3




7Shopping

33Fábrica de Conservas de Santa CatarinaD3

34Mercado Municipal de VelasA3

35Queijaria CanadaB2










TOP EXPERIENCE

Three Fajãs


São Jorge has 74 mapped fajãs (earth or lava that slid down cliffs into the ocean, creating new sections of flat land). In the past, in the spring and summer, jorgenses (São Jorge residents) would temporarily move to the fajãs from the highlands. In the more isolated ones, that tradition still holds.



map

[image: jpg]
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PLANNING TIP

Two of these fajãs are reachable by car, and one only on foot or by four-wheel motorcycle. To visit all in one go, set aside at least a full day.

[image: barcode]

Scan for practical information.



Fajã dos Vimes

On the south coast of São Jorge, Fajã dos Vimes map became famous for its family-owned small coffee plantation – the only one in the Azores until the early 2000s when a small plantation started on Terceira. In the Nunes’ backyard, dozens of arabica coffee trees cover every inch of available soil – the owner Manuel Nunes gladly guides visitors through the property while confessing that new plants soon begin to sprout if he’s not quick to pick up the beans that fall on the ground. At the family’s cafe, customers can purchase a small bag of coffee or have a 100% Azorean espresso.

Fajã dos Cubres

From above, Fajã dos Cubres map resembles a thin slice of land that lazily stretches out into the ocean. Its lake is one of the two which exist on São Jorge. Named after an endemic small yellow flower that used to thrive here, this fajã is accessible by car but remains isolated – most people only come to live here in the warmer months; the rest of the year, they visit to attend to the cattle and do chores. It’s a quiet, sleepy village off-season, worth visiting then for a glimpse of what life is like on a fajã. When the weather starts to improve, it becomes a pit stop on the way to or from Fajã da Caldeira de Santo Cristo.

Fajã da Caldeira de Santo Cristo

Close to Cubres is São Jorge’s famous Fajã da Caldeira de Santo Cristo map. Like its near neighbour, it’s secluded, isolated and has a lake – except this one has a human-made opening to the ocean to promote the breeding the only clams in the Azores. You can only get here hiking or on a four-wheel motorcycle. There were previously plans to improve the road and make it car-friendly, but the residents were against the idea. Opening it up to the outside world would destroy the fajã’s essence, which is why people make the effort to get here.


COFFEE STOP

In Fajã dos Vimes, Café Nunes is a mandatory stop to have an espresso made with beans from the Nunes coffee plantation. Pair it with a homemade queijada de inhame (taro pastry).






EXPERIENCES

Learn about Local Heritage at Casa Museu Cunha da SilveiraMuseum

map

In the centre of Velas, the ethnographical museum Casa Museu Cunha da Silveira showcases an array of artefacts and tools donated by local families, illustrating São Jorge’s main trades – much like on other islands, farming, fishing, whale hunting and winemaking were at the heart of the economy. To see something more specific to this island, head upstairs to room 4, where the exhibitions focus on the traditional mantas (blankets) and colchas (quilts) made with locally produced wool. Some artisans still weave them the old-fashioned way, by hand on large looms – most of these pieces must be ordered in advance because one simple large blanket takes at least one month to complete. Also, notice the island map on the ground floor (room 2) detailing the old charter and boatmen’s freight rates for moving merchandise.

Take a Boat Around the CoastGuided tour

São Jorge is famous for its fajãs (which outnumber the ones that exist on other islands by dozens). The best way to see most of them and understand how life was (and in many cases still is) on these isolated, seaside plains is to take a guided boat tour around the coast (only available in the summers) while admiring the island’s waterfalls and towering cliffs.

Learn about Local Crafts at this Cooperativa de ArtesanatoArts and crafts

map

In Ribeira do Nabo, a village about 10km from Velas, one of the mandatory stops is the women-led non-profit Cooperativa de Artesanato Senhora da Encarnação. At this co-op, the doors are always open on weekdays (admission is free) to show you the looms where they weave the traditional blankets and quilts, made to order. But don’t leave without checking the room at the back to buy a souvenir – most are made of wool, by these women, using the same traditional techniques of the blankets. The shop carries a wide selection of items, from carry-on-luggage-friendly purses and tote bags to kimono-style coats and decorative pillows. And, of course, the traditional colchas and mantas are also available to purchase.


The Move

Traditionally, at the end of January, local families would move temporarily from their houses in the highlands to the fajãs, carrying all their belongings (including cattle) down steep trails. These days, some people keep up that tradition, spending the summers at their second homes on the fajãs.



Taste the Spicy ‘Espécies’Traditional biscuits

Unlike the traditional sweets on other islands, espécies aren’t an overload of sugar and eggs, but they are an acquired taste because of the quantity of spices used (hence the name). These horseshoe-shaped thin biscuits are filled to the brim with a brown paste made with sugar, butter, cinnamon, anise and pepper. Although the combination might not appeal to every palate, the mix of spices surprisingly blends in well with the biscuit. Espécies are widely available at supermarkets all over São Jorge, but if possible, go for the homemade ones you can find at cafes and Mercado Municipal de Velas.

Tour the Factory at UniqueijoCheese factory

map

São Jorge makes one of the most famous cheeses in Portugal, trademarked as ‘Protected Designation of Origin’, which means that wherever the cheese is produced on the island (there are three factories on São Jorge), it must adhere to the same quality principles and manufacturing process. Book a guided tour at Uniqueijo (the one in Topo is more famous, so people flock there first, and it might be more difficult to book) to learn about the cheese-making process (all of it is still artisanal and laborious). Equipped with a disposable cap, coat and shoe covers, visitors can see the different production phases and learn how they decide which cheese will be labelled a Queijo de São Jorge PDO and which will be sold as the regular queijo da ilha. In the end, the reward is a tasting (included in the admission fee) of three samples. You can also buy different cheeses at a cheaper price here than the ones you’ll find in supermarkets and speciality shops.

See the Bell Tower That Survived an EruptionHistoric site

map

In 1808, Urzelina was destroyed by a violent volcanic eruption. Lava made its way through the village towards the ocean, ultimately forming the cape known today as Ponta da Urzelina. Everything was destroyed except for the bell tower Torre da Urzelina. This historic site is free to visit and open throughout the year, 24/7 (the gate isn’t locked). Seeing it up close helps one to understand how a random lucky event (the tower avoiding destruction) could lead the god-fearing population to believe it was divine intervention. Do keep in mind that only the pathway between the gate and the tower is accessible to the public – the land on each side is private property and, therefore, off limits.

Spend the Afternoon at Parque Florestal das Sete FontesForest park

map

When you begin to notice the tall Japanese cedars lining the road from Velas to Parque Florestal das Sete Fontes, you’ll know you’re approaching this forest park in Rosais famous for its towering trees. A locals’ favourite in spring and summer, it has designated areas for picnics and barbecues, playgrounds for children, and a fenced-off resident family of deer (which you can visit but not feed or pet). It’s a cool spot to spend the afterNoon, before or after visiting the abandoned lighthouse nearby. Expect it to be crowded in the peak tourism season (July to September) and on weekends.

Visit the Abandoned Farol dos RosaisLighthouse

map

Leave your car at Parque Florestal das Sete Fontes and hike (it’s approximately 5km on a mostly flat dirt path) to see the abandoned lighthouse, Farol dos Rosais, at Ponta dos Rosais, on the island’s far west side. Built in 1958, it was decommissioned in 1980 after large cracks, caused by one of the most violent earthquakes in the Azores in recent years, began to appear in the ground underneath it – the lighthouse has been abandoned since. The property is owned by the government and because it’s not entirely safe to get close, it’s closed off, but you can see the lighthouse from the gate and even photograph it. If you want a clearer view of the site, go to the top of the viewpoint, Miradouro da Vigia da Baleia map, nearby.

Head to Topo, the Island’s First TownDay trip

Topo is the oldest town on São Jorge; it was here that the first settlers disembarked and lived before exploring the rest of the island. It’s famous for its cheese factory (where you can tour the facilities upon booking and do a cheese tasting) and its namesake private islet, Ilhéu do Topo map, 100m off the coast, which is used to graze sheep (and cows in the past), and is soon to be a government-owned natural reserve. If you visit Topo on a Wednesday afternoon, the Farol do Topo map lighthouse is open to visitors – admission is free and you can climb it for views of the village and the islet. Any other day of the week, seeing the islet from Miradouro do Topo map will do.


The Three Cheese Factories

The production of the famous Queijo de São Jorge is spread between three factories across the island. While the PDO variety produced is the same in all three and will be sold as such, the queijo da ilha (the one that doesn’t meet the standards for the PDO classification) will carry the name of the factory when sold – Lourais, Finisterra (Topo) and Uniqueijo (Beira). Locals claim the milk determines slight variations among the three kinds; the only way to find out is to taste them all.



Step Inside the Most Beautiful Church on the IslandChurch

Looking at the plain, whitewashed facade of Igreja de Santa Bárbara map in Manadas, one would assume the interior is the same as all the other baroque churches you’ll see in Portugal – which explains why most skip visiting it altogether. Yes, you can expect panels of blue-and-white tiles depicting the life of saints, gilded carved wood covering every altar and surrounding every statue in a permanent golden light, and sombre and dramatic paintings covering the walls. The uniqueness of this church lies in its pulpit made of stone instead of carved wood, painted with the same trompe-l’oeil effects to imitate marble (a material not available in the Azores). And then your eyes are drawn upwards to an intricate ceiling of frescoes and detailed stonework, which you won’t see elsewhere on the islands.

Go to Calheta’s Cultural Hub Museu Francisco de LacerdaMuseum

map

Set inside a former canned fish factory, this museum in Calheta is one of those places where the attention drawn by the building almost surpasses the collections it houses, but Museu Francisco de Lacerda is worth a visit (expect to spend about one hour seeing all exhibitions). Named after a São Jorge born composer and maestro (who had a remarkable international career conducting orchestras in France and Switzerland), it’s only natural that the museum dedicates some of the exhibitions to music – to Lacerda’s works, and to local folk bands and traditions. And because of the building’s industrial past, there are also exhibitions dedicated to the local fish-canning industry. If you have the extra time, take a look at the temporary exhibitions, where you may be surprised by an art show of local artists. The museum also hosts an eclectic calendar of cultural events, including the weeklong festival in September dedicated to Lacerda. Encontros Sonoros Atlânticos map takes place at the same time in Lisbon, São Miguel and Terceira.


Get Carried Away While CanyoningCanyoning

The popular extreme sport of letting yourself go with the flow of a free-flowing stream and rappelling down the coast found a home on São Jorge in the early 1990s. Today, the island is one of the top spots in the Azores for canyoning. If there’s an outdoor activity that takes full advantage of São Jorge’s dramatic cliffs, this one is it. There are plenty of certified local tour companies to take you canyoning, and you can do it independently if you’re experienced.

Swim in Poça Simão DiasNatural pool

map

São Jorge’s (and perhaps the Azores’) most scenic natural swimming pool is Poça Simão Dias at Fajã do Ouvidor map. You can drive down to this fajã and park nearby, but access to the pool is on foot via a short (but rugged) path carved into the rocks. The famous view and picture-perfect contrast of the deep blue water with the pitch-black basalt coast are worth the effort, though. Because Fajã do Ouvidor is a popular summer destination and this is one of the few natural swimming pools with a variety of nearby restaurants and cafes, expect crowds in the afterNoons during peak season.

Celebrate Semana Cultural das VelasFestival

map

Semana Cultural das Velas kicks off the summer events in the Triangle Islands at the beginning of July. The lineup typically includes different music genres for a diverse crowd that gathers every night for three days at the main stage of Palco dos Pescadores. Stands selling drinks and traditional food, and small bazaars of artisans and local artists, line Velas’ seaside avenue during the event.

Party at Festival de JulhoFestival

map

In mid-July, Calheta hosts its Festival de Julho. Locals and people from neighbouring islands flock to São Jorge to attend this summer event. The lineup combines pop music concerts by local artists, marchas populares (choreographed musical street parades), and traditional folk music that attracts a diverse crowd of music fans. In between, attendees get to taste local delicacies at street-food stalls and watch sports events in a laid-back environment.


Fish-Canning Industry on São Jorge

Of the two fish-canning factories founded on São Jorge in the early 1900s, only Fábrica de Santa Catarina in Calheta remains in business (after a period of financial struggle). Its core product is canned tuna, preserved in a variety of sauces and herbs or, simply, olive oil. Its gourmet quality and artisanal canning techniques have garnered Santa Catarina an international reputation.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap € € Moderate € € € Pricey
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Eating

Brunch & Breakfast

Suspiro Pastelaria €

map 

This cosy cafe in Velas, with homemade pastries and freshly bakped bread, serves a variety of sandwiches and toast, plus fresh orange juice and coffee. 8am-6pm Mon-Fri

Olhar Ilhéu €

map

This relaxed cafe with a Ilhéu do Topo view serves a variety of sandwiches and toast – it’s also a great spot to taste (or buy) the local sweets, espécies. 9am-11pm Thu-Tue

Café Nunes €

map

Family-owned cafe in Fajã dos Vimes where you can try an espresso made from beans grown locally on their property and buy a small packet of ground coffee. 7am-midnight

Santo Cristo Clams

O Spot € €

map

Seasonal, laid-back local hangout spot in the centre of Fajã dos Cubres. Serves mostly petiscos (tapas) – including the famous clams – plus sandwiches and fast food. 11am-9.30pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Amílcar € € €

map 

Famous for the fresh seafood and lapas (limpets), this restaurant in Fajã do Ouvidor also serves the local clams. Suitable for a refreshing meal after swimming at the nearby Poça Simão Dias. Noon-3.30pm & 6.30-9.30pm Wed-Mon

O Borges € € €

map

This seasonal place is one of two restaurants on Fajã da Caldeira de Santo Cristo and is famous for the local clams. Reservations only. Book in advance. Noon-5pm & 7-9pm

Azorean Cuisine

Açor € € €

map

Central restaurant in Velas specialising in seafood and grilled fish of the day, but with a couple of good meat options on the menu. This is one of the few restaurants in town open all week outside peak season. 8am-10pm

Restaurante Velense € €

map 

Casual restaurant near the historic centre of Velas and the ferry port serves mainly fish-based dishes. Has prato do dia (dish of the day) menus for lunch. 9am-9pm

Fornos de Lava € €

map

Reservations-only, this restaurant in Santo Amaro is famous for the views, fish cataplanas (seafood stew), and steak with a local cheese crust. 7pm-midnight Thu-Tue

Cheap Eats

Flor do Jardim €

map

Open-until-late restaurant with outdoor seating near Jardim da República in Velas serving hamburgers and petiscos. Has a couple of vegetarian options on the menu. 8am-2am

Pizzaria Austrália €

map

This family-friendly, busy restaurant in the centre of Velas serves a wide variety of pizzas and hamburgers, including a few vegetarian options. Eat in or order to go. 11.30am-2.30pm & 5-10pm Mon-Sat

Snack Bar O 30 €

map

A good-value cosy restaurant where you can choose from a variety of petiscos, sandwiches and salads. Ask about vegan and vegetarian options. 8.30am-11pm Mon-Fri

[image: img]
Drinking

Drinks & Tapas

Manezinho

map

Family-friendly tapas bar and restaurant in Urzelina with occasional live music and a casual environment decorated with some of the owners’ artworks. 5pm-2am Wed-Sun

Apneia Bar

map

Casual bar with a view inside a former fort on Velas’ seaside avenue. A good spot for a cold beer or a glass of wine with a side of local petiscos. 10am-midnight Mon-Fri

SunSet Bar

map

In Urzelina with outdoor seating for casual drinks and petiscos. 4pm-midnight Tue-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat

[image: img]
Shopping

Local Handicrafts

Cooperativa de Artesanato Senhora da Encarnação

map

Women-led local arts and crafts workshop where visitors can buy traditional São Jorge handmade blankets, quilts, and other artisanal souvenirs. 9am-Noon & 1-5pm Mon-Fri

Food Souvenirs

Fábrica de Conservas de Santa Catarina

map

There is a little shop outside the fish-canning factory Santa Catarina in Calheta, selling the different varieties of canned tuna produced there. 8.30am-5pm Mon-Fri

Uniqueijo

map

One of the three cheese factories on the island where you can buy the famous Queijo de São Jorge. The non-PDO varieties, known as queijo da ilha, are also sold here, as well as other local products. 9am-5pm Mon-Fri

Mercado Municipal de Velas

map

The local produce market is the best place in Velas to buy the famous local sweets, espécies. 9am-1pm, Sat once a month

Queijaria Canada

map

Family-owned, this is the only cheese factory on São Jorge with an entirely artisanal production of local wine in small quantities. 7am-Noon & 1-3pm






Explore

Flores & Corvo


UNESCO Biosphere Reserves since the early 2000s, Flores and Corvo are the most remote islands in the Azores, set far to the west, away from the other seven islands. For centuries (since the first settlers arrived in the late 1400s) their inhabitants have managed to live off the land against all odds. Corvo, with a population of under 400, is the smallest island in the archipelago – initially, the first ‘discoverers’ marked it on the map as an islet belonging to Flores. The narrow, cobblestone streets in its only town mirror the tight-knit character of the local community. Flores, with its untouched lakes and evergreen cliffs, from where dozens of streams cascade into the ocean, is a paradise for nature lovers.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: img] Car rental

On Flores, driving is the best way to go sightseeing independently. On Corvo, there are no car-rental companies available.

[image: img] Taxi

Only Flores has taxis. Hiring one for a day (fixed fee) is a good option for non-drivers who want to go sightseeing.

[image: img] Ferry

The best way to travel between Corvo and Flores. Atlântico Line operates the ferries, which run all year long.

[image: img] Walking

On Corvo, everything in town is within walking distance, and the top sights are a short hike away.


THE BEST

Lose yourself in the cobblestone streets of VILA DO CORVO.

See the sunset from the westernmost point of Europe in FAJÃ GRANDE.

Hike to the most beautiful and photographed spot on Flores, POÇO DA RIBEIRA DO FERREIRO.

Explore the crater with a hike around CALDEIRÃO.






WALKING TOUR

Santa Cruz das Flores


Santa Cruz is a peaceful seaside town, even when the winter winds violently throw waves at its shores. A morning walk through town will show you how slow-paced life is here. In the warmer months, you’ll see families filling the parks, or walking by the sea for fresh air in the hot and humid evenings.



START

Parque Boavista

END

Baía de São Pedro

LENGTH

2.5km; one hour
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1 Town View

Start your walk at Parque Boavista, where you can see most of Santa Cruz das Flores, with the main church taking centre stage. Take in the views over the town and the bay before heading down Avenida Príncipe do Mónaco.

2 Leafy Square

Take a detour through Santa Cruz’s public garden (notice the Flores-shaped pond) and head to Praça Marquês de Pombal. Old oak trees surround the town’s small cobblestone main square, where folks occasionally gather in the shade to discuss politics and football.

3 Local Poet

Walk down Rua da Conceição towards a small square close to the church. You’ll see the statue of local poet Roberto de Mesquita near his house. This early-20th-century symbolist author’s poems were melancholic and desolate, forever connected to the isolated life in the Azores islands.

4 Fishing Ports

Continue down the street until you reach Avenida Diogo de Teive. On your right, notice the small fishing port Porto das Poças, now used as the departure and arrival point for ferries and tour boats. Walk along the seaside avenue towards Porto Velho, perhaps the most scenic port in Santa Cruz and often used by locals for swimming in the summer.

5 French Neighbourhood

Walk up Rua Senador André de Freitas, the street with the highest concentration of shops and public services, turn right onto Rua Almirante Gago Countinho, and then take the first right – you’re at the heart of the old Bairro dos Franceses, where the French military lived and worked on the island from 1965 to 1993. Although their facilities were separate from the Portuguese, they were very involved with the local community, and locals remember those years fondly. Today, only the on-site hotel keeps those memories alive.

6 Scenic Bay

Go around the neighbourhood and leave via Rua da Esperança. Walk down this road, pass the airport and the football field, and take in the view of Baía de São Pedro with Corvo in the background from Miradouro da Costa Nordeste.
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1Top Experiences

 CorvoD1




1Experiences

1Lagoa NegraB7

2Lagoa CompridaB7

3Lagoa BrancaB7

4Lagoa SecaB7

5Lagoa FundaB8

6Lagoa RasaB7

7Lagoa da LombaB7

8Festival dos MoinhosE3

9Rocha dos BordõesB8

10Miradouro Rocha dos BordõesB7

11Poço da Ribeira do FerreiroB7

12Artesanato do CorvoE3

13Centro de Interpretação de Aves Selvagens do CorvoE3

14Poço do BacalhauA6

15Pirate’s Grave in MosteiroA7

16Caldeira do MosteiroA7

17Festa do EmigranteC8

18Ilhéu do MonchiqueA6

19Reserva Florestal Luís Paulo CamachoC6

20Museu das FloresE7

21Fajã GrandeA6




5Eating

22O MoreãoF7

23O MergulhadorF7

24Pôr-do-SolA7

25CaldeirãoE4

26PapadiamandisA6

27O Forno TransmontanoC8

28Aldeia da CuadaA7

29INATEL Flores HotelC6

30Hotel Servi-FlorF5

31Casa do ReiB8

32Cana RocaC8

33Mechim JuditeA7

34Barraca Q’ AbanaA6

35Big Love by Monica’sE8

36Irmãos MetralhasE3

37Fora d’ HorasD6




6Drinking

38BBC Caffé & LoungeE3

39Lucino’s BarE7

40Buena Vista CaféC6




7Shopping

41Aparas de MadeiraE3

42Queijaria Pico RedondoA7

43Palma - BotequimC8










TOP EXPERIENCE

Corvo


With an area of just 17.1 sq km and a handful of must-see sights, travellers can see Corvo in a single day or less. But it takes at least a weekend to begin to understand the essence of the most remote island in the Azores.



map 
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HOMO COSMICOS/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


PLANNING TIP

Taking the ferry from Flores to Corvo is convenient, but for the best experience, book a guided boat tour – the total travelling time is similar, approximately 45 minutes.

[image: barcode]

Scan for ferry schedules between Flores and Corvo.



Caldeirão

Lagoa do Caldeirão map is the island’s only lake; seeing it can be hit and miss no matter what time of year you visit – low clouds may block the view, while a cold and fierce wind tries to knock you off your feet. Drive the 6.1km (or pay the €10 fee per person to have a local guide drive you there) and be patient; stand your ground for a while, even if all you get is a glimpse of the moss-covered crater. If you have time to spare, walk down the same road, noticing that it’s all farmland and cow pastures – 300-plus locals live by the coast in the only town on Corvo. You can also walk a 5km trail that takes you around and down into the inactive volcano.

Vila do Corvo

On the way down, stop to see the view from Miradouro do Portão – whitewashed houses with terracotta rooftops pile up on the top of a cliff over the port, and the airport runway cuts across the town from Porto da Casa to the beach. The road zigzags downhill into the heart of the cluster of narrow cobblestone streets where one almost has to merge with the walls to leave room for the (very) occasional car. Take a while to meander aimlessly through these streets, finding your way out of dead-end alleys – a layout that protected corvinos (Corvo residents) from storms and pirates.

Praia da Areia

Back by the sea, from the harbour (one of the two points of entry on Corvo; the other is the airport) the seaside Caminho dos Moinhos leads to the three remaining windmills on the island, with Flores in the background. And further down the road, with the more urban side of Corvo behind you, is Praia da Areia. Bury your feet in the black sand of Corvo’s only beach and ground yourself one last time in the smallest and most remote island of the Azores, where people have survived storms recently and bloody pirate attacks in the past with the same fierceness that’s been ingrained in their DNA since the first settlers.




EXPERIENCES

See All Seven Lakes of FloresLake

Completely untouched, the seven lakes of Flores are the island’s most popular (and elusive) tourist attractions – it’s not unusual that when one finishes visiting one group of lakes, the next (even if a short drive away) is already hiding under a blanket of fog and low clouds. It takes some patience to wait for the conditions to improve just slightly, even if all you get is a glimpse – having luck with the weather is a recurrent local expression. To plan your trip, keep in mind how they’re grouped: Negra (map), Comprida (map), Branca (map) and Seca (map) are clustered together. Funda (map) and Rasa (map) are also side by side. Lagoa da Lomba map is isolated and apart from them all.

Admire the Golden Hour in Fajã GrandeSunset

It’s not a cliché – seeing the sunset in Fajã Grande is a remarkable experience. Pick any spot near the ocean on a clear day and watch the sun lazily set on the horizon, turning the water into liquid gold. Because you are in the continent’s westernmost area, here you’ll witness the last sunset in Europe.

Attend Festival dos Moinhos on CorvoFestival

map 

Close to its 20th edition, Festival dos Moinhos is held in mid-August, around the same time as the local religious holiday on the 15th. Corvo’s population nearly double, with people travelling here from the neighbouring island of Flores and from the Azorean diaspora in the USA. Despite the small island’s logistical issues (scarce accommodation and smaller planes), the organisers manage to put together a diverse lineup of concerts by local bands. For eating and drinking during the festival, all roads lead to the makeshift food court at Vila do Corvo’s football field.


The Island & the World

The first book of Fajã Grande–born poet Pedro da Silveira, A Ilha e o Mundo (1952), reflected all too well the remote islanders’ ongoing conflict: wedged between land and sea, they have the urge to leave and explore the world but live with the ache of the impossibility of returning home. His mournful account of island life became one of the most important works of Azorean literature. Some of the poems are available in English as part of the ‘Poems in Absentia & Poems from the Island and the World’ collection.




Visit the Postcard-Perfect Rocha dos BordõesRock formation

map

Flores’ most famous rock formation stands above the road between Santa Cruz and Lajes. Unique to this island, Rocha dos Bordões is an unmissable spot when visiting Flores. While everyone takes the iconic shot from Miradouro Rocha dos Bordões map; (approximately 500m before the sight, for those travelling from Lajes), the best view of the rock is from below – it’s not an officially marked viewpoint, but if you’re able to stop the car safely on the side of the road, see it from the bottom up.

Hike to Poço da Ribeira do FerreiroHiking

map 

Only reachable on foot (there’s a free car park nearby), via a slippery rock path that is steep at the start (hiking boots or flat shoes with a good grip are recommended), Poço da Ribeira do Ferreiro (or ‘Lagoa das Patas’ as most locals still call it) used to be Flores’ best-kept secret until the Azores became a popular destination and this location hit Instagram fame – and for good reason. At the end of the path, plunging waterfalls cascade down verdant cliffs into a pond before the streams continue to the sea. In peak season, it’s no longer the quiet and secluded place it used to be, and most people only stay here for the time it takes to shoot a photo, but there’s no rush – if the island’s moody weather is on your side and you have time to spare, take a seat.

Discover Corvo’s HandicraftsArts and crafts

map

More than unique souvenirs, Corvo’s fechaduras (wooden locks) and barretas (wool caps) symbolise its nearly 500-year-old community life. One would think that a wooden lock (you can still see some around the island) has poor safety standards, but the locks were made with the materials available and used more to keep doors shut on windy days than to hold trespassers at bay. The wool caps (navy blue with white trim and a pompom on top) were brought to the island by local sailors who had worked aboard the American whaling ships, learned to knit the caps with fellow crew members, and taught their wives upon returning home. Local certified artisans Aparas de Madeira and Artesanato do Corvo make and sell the official fechaduras and barretas.


The Slavonia Wreck

In June 1909, transatlantic ship Slavonia travelled from New York to Trieste (Italy) with almost 800 people on board. The first-class passengers allegedly asked the captain to take a detour closer to the Azores for sightseeing, but the currents and a thick fog caused the ship to hit the rocks – two ships nearby and Flores’ locals rescued the crew and passengers. In a land without electricity and where life was challenging, many islanders scoured the Slavonia for food, clothes, housewares and whatever else they could carry. Some families have passed these prized possessions down through generations; other items were donated to the local museum.



Tread the Caldeirão TrailHiking

With only two hiking trails, opt for the Caldeirão one if you’re on a tight schedule when visiting Corvo and want to include this popular Azorean outdoor activity in your itinerary. The circular path is nearly 5km long and goes down to the inactive volcano crater and then around it. And in case you don’t have the approximately 2½ hours it takes to complete the trail or it’s too foggy to risk it, go down to the lake and then back up – that way, you can say you’ve been to Caldeirão. It’s a moss-covered, wet descent most of the way, in the company of tranquil, grazing cows in the background.

Spot Local & Rare Birds on CorvoBird-watching

Between October and November, bird-watchers from around the world flock to Corvo for the chance to spot over 50 different bird species, including some rare ones that would only otherwise be seen in the Arctic. Some indigenous species are spotted in the summer, and a few can be found all year. With little human intervention in the landscape and low levels of sound pollution, the island is a haven for these animals and the top destination in the Azores for bird-watching. If you’re travelling to Corvo during the bird-watching season or want to prepare for your first experience, visit the Centro de Interpretação de Aves Selvagens do Corvo map to learn more about all the birds you can spot here.


It’s the Earth, not the Moon

In 2007, Portuguese director Gonçalo Tocha and soundman Dídio Pestana travelled to Corvo to document daily life on Portugal’s smallest and most remote island. Welcomed by locals like one of their own, Tocha and Pestana won their trust and would even become sort of honorary corvinos. The documentary It’s the Earth not the Moon won awards after its worldwide release at independent film festivals in 2011, and showed a different side of Corvo to the world – one where life is as it is elsewhere, rather than the more familiar representation of Corvo and its inhabitants as isolated and somewhat removed from the realities of the world – putting the small island and its people on the map.



Find the Codfish in Poço do BacalhauWaterfall

map

Bacalhau is probably one of the most widely known Portuguese words, as it refers to a popular local fish dish. Giving the name of that fish to the lake formed by a 95m-high waterfall in Fajã Grande, far from the ocean, may seem odd to say the least. There is no trick or hidden meaning, nor was Poço do Bacalhau once swarming with this seawater fish – it’s simply that, from a certain angle, you can see a triangular shape in the rock that resembles a salted cod. In addition to learning this piece of local trivia, walk the approximately 200m path from the road to this waterfall to see it up close. In the summer, take a refreshing dip if the sun is out.

Check the Pirate’s Grave in MosteiroCemetery

map 

In Cemitério do Mosteiro in the small namesake village on Flores, one grave immediately stands out. Decorated with a pirate’s skull and crossbones, the tombstone marks the final resting place of António Freitas, known as Flores’ pirate. Freitas’ history is murky, and the lack of proper records only adds to the legend. However, it’s believed that in the early 1800s, while still a teenager, he travelled to Macau, where he made a quick fortune in unspecified businesses. After returning to Flores with his wife and children, he donated money to build Mosteiro’s church and the cemetery where he’s buried. The unusual decoration of the headstone and the uncertainty of what Freitas did for a living are the only things that point to his potentially being a pirate.

Try the Algae FrittersTraditional food

Many of the western islands’ staple dishes created by florentinos and corvinos show how accustomed they were to making do with whatever was available on the islands. The best example of this is the famous dish tortas de erva do calhau (frittas made with eggs, flour, spices and the local algae erva-patinha – or Atlantic nori – which is easy to find and pick on Corvo and Flores). Strong in taste and not the most appealing food item to look at, this is not a dish that suits everyone, but it’s one of the most authentic and local experiences on these islands. In the summer, most traditional cuisine restaurants have it on the menu, but ask about it if it is not listed.

See the Ruins of Caldeira do MosteiroAbandoned village

map

Built inside the crater of an inactive volcano in the early 1800s, Caldeira do Mosteiro was a small hamlet where about a dozen families lived. Gradually, people moved to other places, to the island of Flores and to the USA – the last one left in 1992. Since then, neglect and nature have taken over the houses. See the village from the road Estrada da Caldeira or go down to get a closer look.

Celebrate at Festa do EmigranteFestival

map

In the third week of July, Lajes hosts Festa do Emigrante. Part religious celebration, part summer festival, the town’s event changed its name in 1986 in honour of the Azorean migrants who return to the islands for their summer holidays. Concerts, DJs, parades and sports competitions provide entertainment at the weeklong festival.

Photograph Europe’s Westernmost PointIslet

map 

In the west, Europe ends at Ilhéu do Monchique, a fin-shaped islet off the coast of Flores that can be seen from Fajã Grande or photographed from up close if the weather is good enough for a round-the-island boat tour that includes seeing this rock. Beyond this isolated islet, there’s nothing but ocean until you reach the USA, which only aggravates the feeling of isolation that local poet Pedro da Silveira wrote about.

Spend an AfterNoon in Parque da FazendaForest park

In the Fazenda valley, 4km from Santa Cruz, Reserva Florestal Luís Paulo Camacho map (also known as Parque da Fazenda) is Flores’ version of a botanical garden meets zoo – except here, most of the resident animals roam free. The rock path leads visitors from the entrance (younger kids will be immediately attracted to the colourful playground on the left after the car park) to the picnic tables through the animals’ fenced-off habitats with the occasional family of peacocks coming to greet you. It’s a locals’ favourite in the summer for barbecues, and family picnics, and to relax in nature.


The French on Flores

In 1964, despite the difference in political views between France and Portugal (then under a dictatorship), both countries signed an agreement to install a French base on Flores. The first officials arrived one year later, and for the next three decades this foreign community that openly mingled with the locals would be Flores’ connection with a more sophisticated and less oppressed outside world. They were also responsible for bringing electricity to the more isolated parts of the island, and building roads, the airport and the hospital – facilities that had not previously been a priority for the pre-democracy Portuguese government.



Learn about Local History at Museu das FloresMuseum

map

A portion of the local museum’s collection started because of one man’s interest in preserving local history and heritage. Small and easy to visit in about an hour, Museu das Flores has detailed exhibitions on the three main events that shaped the island: pirate attacks in the 15th and 16th centuries, the Slavonia shipwreck of 1909, and the French military people and their families who lived on the island for nearly three decades. The rest of the exhibitions focus on the whaling industry and depictions of daily life in the past.

Take a Boat From Flores to CorvoGuided tour

A no-rush boat tour from Flores to Corvo is the best way to get to know the island’s coast. And it seems that connecting with Corvo is more powerful when arriving by sea, with Vila do Corvo perched on the cliff above Porto da Casa. Unlike other tours that focus on wildlife watching first and sightseeing second, while en route between the islands, spotting dolphins and the occasional whale is the bonus after discovering the secrets of every cove around Flores.

Swim in the Warm Waters of Fajã GrandeBeach

map

The old fishing port of Fajã Grande, with a small patch of black sand where you can lay a towel and soak up the sun, is one of the locals’ favourite swimming spots in the summer – some have holiday homes here where they spend the weekends. But the beach’s warm waters, sheltered from stronger currents, aren’t the only reason to take a dip here; the plunging waterfalls and high cliffs in the background also add to the experience. For kids, there’s a shallow human-made pool filled with seawater near the bar and restaurant.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Cheap €€ Moderate € €€ Pricey
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Eating

Seafood

Moreão € €

map 

Casual restaurant in the centre of Santa Cruz specialising in fresh and seasonal catch-of-the-day fish. 11.30am-4pm & 7pm-midnight Mon-Sat

Mergulhador € €

map 

A family-friendly restaurant with a laid-back environment, famous locally for the charcoal-grilled fresh fish and meat dishes. Ask about vegetarian options. Noon-3pm & 6.30-10pm

Traditional Cuisine

Pôr-do-Sol € €

map

This family-owned restaurant in Fajãzinha is a top spot for traditional cuisine, with the view as a bonus. The linguíça com inhames (sausage with taro) and feijoada (pork and bean casserole) are popular dishes. Make reservations. Noon-2pm & 7-9pm Tue-Sun

Caldeirão € €

map 

The only true restaurant on Corvo Island serves a mix of traditional dishes and quick meals, including hamburgers and sandwiches. 9.30am-9pm

Papadiamandis € €

map

This restaurant in Fajã Grande is the perfect spot for a light lunch after a morning at the beach. Serves a couple of vegetarian options, but fresh fish is the star. Noon-3pm & 7-9.30pm Tue-Sun

Forno Transmontano € €

map 

This small restaurant in Fazenda das Lajes serves a mix of traditional local dishes and hearty meals you’d eat on the mainland. Feijoada à transmontana from the north of Portugal is one of their specialities. Noon-2.30pm & 7-10pm

Contemporary Azorean

Aldeia da Cuada € €

map

This reservations-only restaurant in Aldeia da Cuada is open to nonguests and serves seasonal dishes made with local products. Vegan alternatives are available. 7.30am-10pm

INATEL Flores Hotel € €

map

Open to nonguests, the restaurant at INATEL Flores Hotel serves Azorean dishes with a contemporary twist and a killer view of São Pedro Bay and Corvo. Make reservations. 7.30am-10pm

Hotel Servi-Flor € €

map

Inside the hotel at the old mess hall of the French military base, a meal here comes with a side of local history. The menu is seasonal, and dishes are prepared with local ingredients and French techniques. Make reservations. 7.30am-10pm


Casa do Rei € €

map

A rare find on the smaller islands, this German-owned dinner-only restaurant in Lajes has a variety of vegetarian options and makes vegan dishes on request. Book in advance. 6-9pm Tue-Sun

Cheap Eats & Tapas

Cana Roca €

map

Residents flock to the only Italian restaurant on Flores for the thin-crust pizzas made with fresh local ingredients. 11am-11pm Mon-Sat, to 7pm Sun

Mechim Judite €

map

Seasonal zero-waste food truck in Fajãzinha (locations vary) serves petiscos (tapas) made with local ingredients. Noon-9pm Fri-Sun

Barraca Q’ Abana €

map

Casual, affordable restaurant by the natural swimming pools of Fajã Grande that serves sandwiches, burgers, and a variety of petiscos. A good-value option in the area. Noon-3pm & 6-9pm

Cafes & Snack-Bars

Big Love by Monica’s €

map

The place to go for a sweet treat or Sunday brunch in Santa Cruz das Flores, this cafe with a view offers a selection of homemade sandwiches, bagels and pastries. Noon-7pm Mon-Fri, 10am-2pm Sat

Irmãos Metralhas € €

map

One of the few places to eat out on Corvo, this cafe serves decent meals with fresh ingredients and a homemade feel. 9am-midnight

Fora d’ Horas € €

map

Cosy cafe in Santa Cruz das Flores with outdoor seating; a good spot for drinks and a light meal. 10.30am-10pm Tue-Sun

[image: img]
Drinking

Laid-back Bars

BBC Caffé & Lounge

map

A popular Corvo spot, with occasional live music, for late-night petiscos and drinks with locals. 8am-midnight Mon & Tue, to 1am Fri & Sat, 9am-11pm Sun

Lucino’s Bar

map

Family-owned laid-back cafe and bar in the heart of Santa Cruz das Flores. An excellent option for pre-dinner drinks. 7am-9pm Sun-Fri

Buena Vista Café

map

Have drinks with a view at this cafe and bar with outdoor seating facing Santa Cruz’s natural swimming pools. 10am-10pm Sun, Mon, Wed & Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

[image: img]
Shopping

Handicrafts & Local Products

Aparas de Madeira

map

Part shop and part workshop, this is the place to buy Corvo’s artisanal wooden locks and other handmade art pieces. 9am-6pm Tue-Sat, from 10am Sun & Mon

Queijaria Pico Redondo

map

At this small family-owned cheese factory in Fajãzinha, you can buy one of Flores’ artisanal soft cheese. 9am-Noon & 2.30-4.30pm Mon-Fri

Palma - Botequim

map

This art and home decor shop in Lajes sells hand-painted tiles and tote bags that make original souvenirs. 11.30am-5pm Mon, Tue & Thu, 1-5pm Sat





WORTH A TRIP

Graciosa: A Half-Day Tour


The second-smallest island in the Azores, Graciosa is one of the archipelago’s four UNESCO Biosphere Reserves. It’s famous for its Dutch-style windmills, an inactive volcano you can descend into, star-shaped pastries, and a native species of donkey.
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PLANNING TIP

Consider adding a two-day trip to Graciosa if you’re visiting neighbouring Terceira. SATA Air Açores operates direct regular flights between both islands – the trip doesn’t take longer than half an hour.
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Scan for Museu da Graciosa’s opening hours.



Ermida de Nossa Senhora da Ajuda

The clear views over the town of Santa Cruz are just one of the reasons to visit 1 Ermida de Nossa Senhora da Ajuda, your first stop on this half-day round-the-island tour. This church is also the place where a 300-year-old religious tradition subsists – on 24 May 1717, frightened by the constant earthquakes and desperate to appease the wrath of God, the inhabitants of Graciosa walked from Guadalupe to the top of the hill of Ajuda carrying a statue of Our Lady. According to local lore, the earthquakes stopped after the procession, and so, to this day, they continue to perform the ritual on the same date. Catholic legends aside, from here you can also see Graciosa’s bullfighting arena, which is unusually isolated in the middle of a small forest.

Ponta da Barca

While 2 Farol da Ponta da Barca is undoubtedly worthy of a couple of snapshots (it’s the highest lighthouse in the archipelago, towering 71m above sea level), Ponta da Barca is also famous for its 3 Ilhéu da Baleia – an easy-to-spot rock formation in the shape of a whale just off the coast. Spend some time at this miradouro for a chance to see, on a clear day to your left, the tip of Pico island peeking over São Jorge. The lighthouse is open to visitors on Wednesday afternoons between 2pm and 5pm. If you can climb the 100-plus steps of the spiral staircase to the top, you’ll have the chance to enjoy a 360-degree view of most of the island – not only is Graciosa one of the smallest islands in the archipelago, but it’s also almost entirely flat, with its highest peak only 405m tall.


LUNCH BREAK

Head to 4 Restaurante Costa do Sol after exploring the island for a hearty lunch of traditional Azorean cuisine. Start your meal by sampling local cheese and linguíça (a type of sausage).



Caldeira da Graciosa

The inactive volcano 5 Caldeira da Graciosa, known also as Furna do Enxofre, is the island’s top attraction. For €5, you can descend into its core, down an often slippery spiral staircase inside a narrow stone tower, built in the early 20th century. Inside, there’s a small cold-water lake (visitors aren’t allowed here) and bubbling mud puddles. A thorough visit will last 30 minutes to take in all the details of what’s left of a volcanic eruption some 12,000 years ago. You’ll notice several carbon dioxide meters inside the cave – the earth is constantly releasing small amounts of this gas, but when levels become too high and dangerous for visitors (which is very rare), going down into Caldeira da Graciosa is offlimits. Visiting is otherwise completely safe. About 1km to the north, there’s another cave called 6 Furna da Maria Encantada – a local legend claims the namesake girl fell into the cave but miraculously survived unharmed, and to this day, if you call her name from the entrance, she will gleefully answer back. But you can let Maria be and simply enjoy the view over the Caldeira.


Carapacho

Always busy in the summer, the village of Carapacho is a must-visit for beachgoers for its natural swimming pools – and because they are well-protected from the ocean’s currents, sometimes people go for swims even in the winter. These habitues claim the water here is consistently warmer than the other beaches and pools on Graciosa, and bearable even in the colder months. During the rest of the year, locals and visitors also head here to enjoy the thermal baths at 7 Termas do Carapacho, steps away from the natural swimming pools. Graciosa is also known for its local production of melons, garlic and the white wine Pedras Brancas. You can buy them at 8 Adega e Cooperativa Agrícola da Graciosa. If traveling with a family you may want to hop to the other side of island to visit 9 Associação de Criadores do Burro Anão da Ilha Graciosa where you can see the native donkey the island is famous for.

Vila da Praia

Before returning to Santa Cruz, make one final stop at Vila da Praia. There are at least two reasons to spend some time in this town. The first is its small black-sand beach, 10 Praia de São Mateus; one of the most popular spots in the warmer months, which explains why many of the seaside houses here are either peer-to-peer rentals or summer homes. The second reason is to taste the island’s famous pastries, queijadas da Graciosa. This star-shaped sweet treat is filled with a milk-based custard that tastes like caramel with a hint of cinnamon. If by any chance you miss the confectionary’s opening hours (9am to 6pm Monday to Saturday), you can find the queijadas in local supermarkets and at the airport.


GETTING AROUND

Renting a car or hiring a taxi to tour the island are your best options. Everything is within walking distance in Santa Cruz, so favour exploring the town on foot.






WALKING TOUR

Santa Cruz da Graciosa


In charming Santa Cruz da Graciosa, the cobblestone streets of its historic centre all lead to somewhere near the ocean, from where you’ll notice how the town seems to embrace the sea. At its heart, the main square is the meeting point of lively students and busy families, workers on their coffee breaks, and travellers.



START

Praça Fontes Pereira de Melo

END

Ermida do Corpo Santo

LENGTH

1km; one hour
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1 Picturesque Square

Praça Fontes Pereira de Melo is the heart of Santa Cruz. Spend a few minutes here taking in the energy of this town from one of the square’s cafes. Before heading to the next stop, check out the stand-alone bell tower, the only thing that remains from a 19th-century Franciscan monastery.

2 Old Water Tanks

Across the street from the square, you’ll see Lagoa da Vila, two large artificial lakes where locals used to gather rainwater for cattle. Graciosa is one of the driest islands in the archipelago. These old water tanks are no longer in use but remain a reminder of the locals’ ingenuity.

3 Main church

Igreja Matriz de Santa Cruz da Graciosa feels too small to be the main Catholic temple here compared to others in the archipelago, but it suits the town. Inside, the late-Gothic stone carved ceilings contrast with the gold carvings and blue tiles from a later period.

4 Dutch Windmill

Walk around the church to the right and take the first right. Follow the narrow path until you reach the refurbished Dutch-style Moinho de Vento do Pico das Mentiras. The island has more windmills, but most have been transformed into houses, peer-to-peer rentals or boutique hotels. If you have more time on Graciosa, arrange a guided visit with Museu da Graciosa to its windmill in Fontes.

5 Natural Swimming Pool

Return to the church, but turn right to Rua Pedro Correia da Cunha towards the seaside. Walk along the coast to Cais da Calheta. Notice the rugged coast and the natural swimming pool where locals come in the summer.

6 Town Views

After a short stop, continue along the coast towards Ermida do Corpo Santo and take in the views from one of the stone benches outside this small church – to your left are the remains from the walls of an 18th-century fort and the original cannons; to your right, you’ll see Santa Cruz, windmills in the distance, and Nossa Senhora da Ajuda at the top of the hill.





WORTH A TRIP

Santa Maria: A Half-Day Tour


Santa Maria was the first island of the Azores to be ‘discovered’ and is also the oldest, geologically speaking. It’s home to some of the most unusual landscapes, Portugal’s longest-running summer music festival, and the oldest church in the archipelago, built in the 15th century by the first settlers. Santa Maria is also the best island to see manta rays. Divers flock to Baixa do Ambrósio – a protected area with the highest concentration of manta rays in the summer.
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PLANNING TIP

Santa Maria is a 30-minute flight from neighbouring São Miguel. There are two daily flights (early morning and evening), giving you plenty of time (weather permitting) for a day trip.
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Scan for practical information on Santa Maria tours.



Ermida dos Anjos

Once you reach 1 Ermida dos Anjos, it’s impossible not to see the statue of Christopher Columbus nearby, which seems to vie for visitors’ attention. Historical records show that Columbus took shelter on Santa Maria on his way back from the Americas in 1493 after losing men and ships in a storm at sea. Not in those records, but believed by many, is the story that he came ashore to pray at Ermida dos Anjos. Historians think he most likely didn’t, considering how locals were wary of strange ships and foreign people after all the pirate attacks. The small church was built by the initial settlers in the 15th century, making it the first and oldest Catholic temple in the Azores. The top attractions are inside – the 17th-century painted tryptic and the main altar’s decorative tiles. An inscription in medieval Portuguese lets visitors know that locals survived a pirate invasion by hiding inside the church after a dozen or so women and children were taken and whipped – that whip was left behind and sits above the inscription as a reminder of the invasion. Locals still hold Mass every second day of September to remember those who perished and those who survived.


Barreiro da Faneca

Each island has its natural calling card – deep lakes come to mind. But on Santa Maria, that picture-worthy spot is 2 Barreiro da Faneca or, as the locals call it, the ‘red desert’. This protected area of roughly 8.35 sq km of orange-reddish clay, with little vegetation, is something you won’t see elsewhere in the archipelago. If you have the time to further explore the island’s unusual landscapes, hike from here to 3 Poço da Pedreira (approximately 11km) – rain has pooled at the old quarry over the years, and it’s the closest Santa Maria has to a lagoon. For travellers on a tighter schedule, it’s best to drive here. There’s a picnic table near the lake for a quick break while you enjoy the view.

Pico Alto

As you drive towards the island’s east side, you’ll notice an almost abrupt shift in the landscape, which is unique to Santa Maria. Your itinerary should include a stop at the top of 4 Pico Alto, the island’s highest peak at 587m (reach this viewpoint by climbing a slightly steep staircase). On a clear day, you can see the two very different halves of the island – the older flat half (approximately 6 million years old) and the newer, hillier and greener half (around 4 million years old). Both sides are volcanic, but a series of geological events makes it look like two different lands were pieced together.


GETTING AROUND

Rent a car or hire a taxi for a half-day tour around the island, and explore Vila do Porto on foot. Buses are unpredictable.




Cascata da Ribeira do Maloás

It’s not visible from the road, so to see Santa Maria’s smaller version of Northern Ireland’s Giant’s Causeway you need to hike down a short but steep 550m trail. It’s better maintained in the summer – expect a muddy path with high grass if you’re visiting in the rainy season. The bonus of travelling in the winter is seeing the 5 Cascata da Ribeira do Maloás cascading down these rock formations. If you have the time to squeeze in one more waterfall on your itinerary, stop at 6 Cascata do Aveiro on your way to Maloás – here, water cascades down 100m of basalt rocks to a pond that a dozen or so ducks call home.

Praia Formosa

Ask an Azorean what’s the best beach on their island, and they’ll reply with an enigmatic, ‘It depends if you like sand or not’. For those who enjoy sandy shores, 7 Praia Formosa is everyone’s favourite. In the winter, the ocean doesn’t leave much sand behind to enjoy, but you can still appreciate the view. At the end of August, this beach becomes the home of 8 Maré de Agosto – Portugal’s longest-running summer festival, turns 40 in 2024. For decades, it was the only event of its kind in the Azores, with locals and visitors flocking to Praia Formosa for three nights of music and days spent at the beach. The lineup includes a mix of music genres, but the core has always been world music. Before returning to Vila do Porto, enjoy the ocean vistas over Praia Formosa with a drink at 9 O Paquete.


LOCAL SOUVENIRS

Women-led a Cooperativa de Artesanato de Santa Maria bakes traditional sweets and biscuits, which make great souvenirs. You can find them at any local supermarket.
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Family Travel

Every island has at least one free forest park where kids can spend time in nature. The Azores offers plenty of opportunities for observing wildlife, discovering volcanoes and swimming in calm natural pools.



Baby Facilities

Nappy-changing facilities (fraldários) are available at airports and a few restaurants and cafes (usually in the women's toilet). Cobblestones and pavements that are narrow to sometimes non-existent make navigating some towns with a pram difficult. Pack a baby carrier, sling or backpack.



Eating Out

Most restaurants are family-friendly and accommodating to children, but not all will have cadeiras de bebé (highchairs) for younger kids. A few will specifically have a menu infantil (children's menu) option with smaller portions or special dishes, but most places serve meias doses (half-size portions). Alternatively, batatas fritas (French fries), soup, bread, cheese and butter are always available.


FOREST PARKS

The Azores has 27 forest parks. It's easy to find a park a short drive from your accommodation, and they're all equipped with picnic tables, bathrooms and playgrounds.
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Travel with Children

Avoid sites documenting the Azores' now-defunct whaling industry if you're travelling with children too young to understand the context.


Ferry Tickets

Children over 13 pay full price, ages three to 12 get a 50% discount, and under twos travel free.
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Admission Fees

In most museums, entrance is free for children under four and kids between five and 12 (sometimes 14) pay half-price. Some museums have special fees for families of two adults and two children (under 14).







Accommodation

The Azores offers a wide range of accommodation on each island, fit for all budgets and travel styles.


Where to stay if you love…

Feeling Like a Local

Locals often island-hop for doctor appointments or business trips, so they choose guesthouses because they are central and cheap. Expect modest amenities but high comfort.


HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN

Country house
€100–150

Youth hostel
€20

Guesthouse
€30



Sleeping Under the Stars

All islands have at least one free-access camping site, usually near a beach or a natural swimming pool. In the warmer months, this is an affordable option.
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OUR PICK

We Love to Stay in...

Country houses

No other accommodation helps you have the best experience in the Azores like a country house. Typically isolated and surrounded by nature, but accessible enough that you won't need to travel far to see the sights, these houses have all the modern amenities while keeping some old-style features – basalt stone buildings and rustic furniture.



Budget-Friendly Stays

Pousadas da Juventude (youth hostels) are cheap and good for short stays, with breakfast included, but they are usually found outside the city centre (except in Santa Maria).

An Independent Stay

Compared to other destinations, the housing market in the Azores has yet to be obliterated by alojamento local (peer-to-peer rentals). It's the best option on islands that have fewer hotels.

Camping in Style

Glamping is still new in the Azores, but the trend is picking up speed. The places available offer high-quality amenities in isolated wooden cabins at exclusive locations.







Food, Drink & Nightlife

Allergies & Intolerances

By law, restaurants and cafes must list ingredients that could trigger an allergic reaction. Most of the time, these are listed on the menu, but always inform your server of any allergies before ordering.

HOW TO SAY

I'm allergic to… Faço alergia a…

nuts frutos secos

peanuts amendoim

seafood marisco

dairy products lacticínios

gluten gluten
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HOW TO ASK...

Is this gluten-free?

Isto é sem gluten?

Does this contain nuts?

Isto contem frutos secos?

Is there a vegan option?

Há alguma alternativa vegan?




LAPAS

Lapas (limpets) are a coveted Azorean dish served grilled with lemon. However, because they're a protected species, only licensed fishermen can harvest them in designated areas, except between 1 October and 31 May. If they're listed on the menu during that period, it means they're frozen (but equally delicious).



Traditional Starters

Fresh cheese served with pimenta da terra (a paste made with crushed red chillies) is served at traditional cuisine restaurants as a typically starter. Usually, these restaurants serve the mildest variety (otherwise, the spicy taste overpowers the cheese), but ask about it beforehand.

How to… Pay the Bill

Unless the restaurant is busy, servers will only bring the bill once you ask for it. Just raise your hand and say, 'A conta, por favor'.

Splitting the bill: Bills are split evenly. To confirm if you want to split the bill, waiters ask, 'Tudo junto ou separado?' (Together or separate?).

Tipping: Tipping isn't mandatory, so it's not included in the bill. For exceptional restaurant service, 5% to 10% is standard; for cafes and bars, round up to the nearest euro. Leave a cash tip on the table if you're paying by card. For cash payments, say 'fique com o troco' ('keep the change').



PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to the average cost of a main course, drinks not included.

€ less than €10

€€ €10–15

€€€ more than €20
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OPENING HOURS

Cafes 7am to 6pm

Restaurants noon to 9pm; some restaurants close after lunch at 3pm and reopen for dinner at 6pm

Snack bars 9am to 10pm



Going Out

Bars The lack of a strong club scene in the Azores means that sometimes bars double as dancing spots, especially those that close later, around 2am. São Miguel has more varied nightlife options, from the popular, always-packed nightclub Raiz to the classic bar Cantinho dos Anjos. Examples of bars where you can relax with a drink on other islands include Manezinho in São Jorge, Cella Bar in Pico and Oceanic in Faial.

When to go Show up at bars around 9pm. Clubs open at 11pm.

Dress code Overall, the atmosphere at bars and clubs is pretty laidback. Wear something casual to blend in with the crowd.

Local festivities During religious and non-religious festivals, most bars close or have a limited schedule so as not to divert customers from eating and drinking at the festas, food stalls. The profit goes into next year's festivities or to local charities.


HOW MUCH FOR A

Fino (20cl glass of draught beer) from €1.50

Prato do dia (dish of the day) €8–10

Espresso €0.80–1

Bottle of soft drink, Kima Maracujá €1.50–2

Glass of Azores wine €6

Dinner at a regional restaurant from €15 per person

Traditional pastry from €1.50 at a pastelaria
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LGBTIQ+ Travellers

The Azores is a safe destination for LGBTIQ+ travellers. Azoreans are likely to be less tolerant of their fellow LGBTIQ+ islanders.


Local LGBTIQ+ Scene

Legally, same-sex marriage has been allowed since 2010, and adoption by same-sex couples since 2016. It looks great on paper, but the local mentality has much catching up to do. The Azorean LGBTIQ+ community still faces discrimination, and many hide their sexual identity from friends and co-workers to avoid family shame and social isolation. While things are improving and minds are a little more open in Ponta Delgada (São Miguel), the same can't be said of the rest of the islands. Same-sex couples travelling to the Azores won't be discriminated against, but they might be met with some discomfort. As for the local LGBTIQ+ community, they won't reveal safe spots or businesses on their island to strangers for fear of an ambush.
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PRIDE AZORES

The first edition had a slow start in 2012. But with the support of local non-profit organisations, the event has now grown to a weeklong celebration in July.




OUR PICKS

LGBTIQ-Friendly Businesses

Azores Forever Diner They proudly wave the Pride flag at this Ponta Delgada restaurant, one of the first LGBTIQ+ friendly businesses in town.

O Quarteirão Artistic quarter in the heart of Ponta Delgada and a safe space with shops, art galleries, cafes and restaurants.
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(A)MAR

Based in Ponta Delgada, (A)MAR provides legal and health support to the Azores' LGBTIQ+ community and organises talks at schools.
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Resources

● As Cores dos Açores Local LGBTIQ+ non-profit organisation working against discrimination in the more conservative areas of the Azores. as-cores-dos-acores3.webnode.pt
● Rede Ex-Aequo Nationwide support organisation for LGBTIQ+ young people between 16 and 30 years old. rea.pt







Health & Safe Travel

The crime rate is very low in the Azores and the islands are consistently considered to be one of the safest destinations in the world.


Health Care

Only Faial, Terceira and São Miguel have fully equipped hospitals open 24/7. The rest of the islands rely on Centros de Saúde (public health clinics) with a fixed staff of at least one nurse and one doctor for primary care, including GP doctor appointments, vaccinations and treating minor injuries that don't require surgery. Pharmacies and medication dispensaries are available on all islands, with at least one working 24/7 on fixed days of the week.
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WEATHER MYTHS

Although the weather forecasts might suggest otherwise, it's not always raining in the Azores. It rains more on the islands than elsewhere in Portugal, but even in winter you can be graced with clear skies and warmer days. That said, it's true that weather can turn in a flash.




Humidity

Despite the mild weather, summer days might feel hotter because of humidity levels over 70%.



Earthquakes & Volcanoes

CIVISA closely monitors earthquake activity. Except Flores and Corvo, all islands have ongoing seismic activity, but this is mostly unnoticeable. The chances of a volcanic eruption on land in the Azores are remote at the moment; most activity happens at sea. For daily updates, download the Azores Quake app (Android only) or check the CIVISA website.


TAP WATER

Tap water is safe to drink everywhere in the Azores. At restaurants and cafes, if you ask for a glass of water, it's never bottled.




QUICK INFO

Sightseeing
Respect the 'do not cross' signs in protected nature areas.

Swimming
Avoid swimming in places without lifeguards and mind the locals' advice.

Hiking
When hiking alone, let someone know which trails you'll be taking.









Responsible Travel

Follow these tips to leave a lighter footprint, support local and have a positive impact on communities.


Go Digital

To avoid paper waste, the government website has downloadable digital maps listing the main sites for each island; many of these attractions have QR codes on site with detailed explanations. They have also developed a mobile app (available for Android and iOS devices) called Azores Viewpoints – not only does this list all miradouros (lookouts) on the islands, but it also gives practical information regarding local emergency services, hospitals and pharmacies.
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Plastic

By law, single-use plastics like coffee stirrers, forks and cups are forbidden in cafes and restaurants. Plastic bags at supermarkets, grocery stores and shops cost €0.10.
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Miosótis Azores

This government-led programme issues sustainable and eco-friendly certificates for accommodation in the Azores. The Miosótis certification was created to recognise and highlight the local businesses that are taking steps to implement environmentally friendly practices. Hotels, guesthouses, peer-to-peer rentals and hostels must apply at the end of every year to renew the certification.
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OUR PICKS

Whale-Watching

Whale-watching tour companies (visitazores.com/en/experience-the-azores/whale-watching) follow a strict code of conduct to ensure the animals' well-being and inform visitors of dos and don'ts before departure.
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Resources

● sustainable.azores.gov.pt The Azores' best practices and sustainability achievements
● soscagarro.azores.gov.pt Website for the SOS Cagarro rescue campaign


RECYCLING

Recycling bins (blue for paper, yellow for plastic and packages, and green for glass) are widely available on all islands in the Azores, and the archipelago's recycling rate is higher than 80%.
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SOS Cagarro

Cagarros (Cory's shearwaters) fly to the Azores at the end of February to mate and nest. Between October and November, some of the younger birds get disoriented by lights when leaving the nest for their first ocean crossing, causing them to crash – during these critical months, Corvo goes into complete blackout mode from 9pm to 4am. In 1995, the government launched the SOS Cagarro campaign, urging people to rescue the birds, register them online, and drop them off at designated delivery points. They are later released.
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Climate Change & Travel

It's impossible to ignore the impact we have when travelling, and the importance of making changes where we can. Lonely Planet urges all travellers to engage with their travel carbon footprint. Many airlines and booking sites offer travellers the option of offsetting the impact of greenhouse gas emissions by contributing to climate-friendly initiatives around the world. We continue to offset the carbon footprint of all Lonely Planet staff travel, while recognising this is a mitigation more than a solution.
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MARCA AÇORES

The Marca Açores logo signals that a product or service is certified as genuine and produced in the Azores.



There are many carbon calculators online that allow travellers to estimate the carbon emissions generated by their journey; try resurgence.org using the QR code.
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Accessible Travel

Airports & Aeroplanes

Azorean airports offer assistance for passengers with reduced mobility. The service must be requested 48 hours before departure or when booking your flight. Some of the SATA Air Açores aeroplanes on inter-island flights are small; in low season, make sure you request the assistance service as early as possible.
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OUR PICK

Museu de Angra do Heroísmo is one of the few museums in the Azores that has managed to adapt to visitors with reduced mobility. Like others, MAH is located at an 18th-century monastery and its collections are scattered on different floors with steep stone staircases. Even if not perfect for all accessibility needs, they've successfully installed lifts and ramps outside and inside the museum, and adapted bathrooms. Audio guides for the visually impaired are also available for free.




COBBLES

Uneven and often slippery cobblestone streets and squares are difficult to navigate for travellers with reduced mobility. Most streets in historic centres have too-narrow pavements, forcing wheelchair users to use the road.



[image: jpg]

PIXEL-SHOT/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Accessible Beaches

Most swimming areas in the Azores are hard-to-reach natural pools surrounded by rocks. However, on four islands there are a few beaches certified as accessible. The official list is updated on a yearly basis – see portal.azores.gov.pt/web/drotrh/praia-acessivel
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ACCOMMODATION

Larger and newer hotels, as well as some hostels and guesthouses, have adapted bedrooms and bathrooms. Accessible facilities are usually harder to find at refurbished country houses and peer-to-peer rentals.



Resources

● tur4all.com The website of this non-profit organisation lists all accessible attractions, hotels and restaurants, based on independent on-site visits.
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Nuts & Bolts

Opening Hours

Opening hours may vary depending on the season. It's common for bars, cafes and restaurants in remote villages and towns to not open during the week or if they don't have reservations, despite what may be officially listed.

Banks 8.30am-3pm Monday-Friday

Bars 5pm-2am

Cafes 7am-11pm in most cases

Post Offices 9am-6pm Monday-Friday. Smaller branches might close for lunch (1-2pm)

Restaurants noon-10pm

Shops 10am-6pm Monday-Friday, some to 1pm Saturday

Supermarkets 9am-9pm daily


QUICK INFO

Time zone Azores Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus one hour)

Country code +351

Emergency number 112

Population 242,850




Aberto

Open

Fechado

Closed



ELECTRICITY

230V/50Hz
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Smoking

Smoking (including e-cigarettes) is not allowed in public buildings, hospitals and schools or on public transport. It's also not allowed in bars, restaurants, cafes (including outdoor terraces and interior courtyards if they are semi-closed) or hotels, unless there's a separate and enclosed area for smokers.

Public Holidays

Shops, banks, and public and private offices are closed on the following feriados (public holidays):

Dia de Ano Novo (New Year's Day) 1 January

Carnaval (Shrove Tuesday) February/March

Páscoa (Easter) Good Friday and Easter Sunday; March/April

Dia da Liberdade (Liberty Day) 25 April

Dia do Trabalhador (Labour Day) 1 May

Dia dos Açores (Azores Day) Pentecost Monday; 50 days after Easter

Dia de Portugal (Portugal Day) 10 June

Implantação da República (Republic Day) 5 October

Restauração da Independência (Independence Day) 1 December

Dia de Natal (Christmas Day) 25 December







Language

Fast Phrases

What's your name? Qual é o seu nome?
kwaal e oo se·oo no·me

My name is … O meu nome é …
oo me·oo no·me e …

Do you speak English? Fala inglês?
faa·la eeng·glesh

I (don't) understand. (Não) Entendo.
(nowng) eng·teng·doo

Where's the...? Onde é …?
ong·de e …

Could you please write it down? Podia escrever isso, por favor?
poo·dee·ashkre·ver ee·soo poor fa·vor

Can you show me (on the map)? Pode-me mostrar (no mapa)?
po·de·me moosh·traar (noo maa·pa)

What time is it? Que horas são?
kee o·rash sowng

It's (10) o'clock. São (dez) horas.
sowng (desh) o·rash

Half past (10). (Dez) e meia.
(desh) e may·a

in the morning. da manhã.
da ma·nyang

in the afternoon. da tarde.
da taar·de

in the evening. da noite.
da noy·te

yesterday. ontem.
ong·teng

tomorrow. amanhã.
aa·ma·nyang


Basics

Hello.
Olá. o-laa

Goodbye.
Adeus. a·de·oosh

Yes.
Sim. seeng

No.
Não. nowng

Please.
Por favor. poor fa·vor

Thank you.
Obrigado/a (m/f). o·bree·gaa·doo/a

Excuse me.
Faz favor! faash fa·vor

Sorry.
Desculpe. desh·kool·pe




Good to Know

Warning: many Portuguese words look like English words but have a different meaning altogether, for example salsa saal·sa is 'parsley' not 'sauce' (which is molho mo·lyoo in Portuguese). Verbs have a different ending for each person – like the English 'I do' vs 'he/she does'. The distribution of the Portuguese language began during the period know as Os Descobrimentos (the Discoveries), the golden era of Portugal's colonial expansion. The empire's reach can be seen today in the number of countries where Portuguese still has the status of an official language – Brazil, Madeira, the Azores, Cape Verde, São Tomé and Príncipe, Guinea-Bissau, Angola, Mozambique, Macau and East Timor.


EMERGENCIES

Help! Socorro! soo·ko·rroo

Go away! Vá-se embora! vaa·se eng·bo·ra

Call …! Chame …! shaa·me …

a doctor. um médico. oong me·dee·koo

the police. a polícia. a poo·lee·sya



Signs

Entrada/Saída

Entrance/Exit

Aberto/Fechado

Open/Closed

Há Vaga

Rooms Available

Não Há Vaga

No Vacancies

Informação

Information

Esquadra da Polícia

Police Station

Proibido

Prohibited

Casa de Banho

Toilets

Homens

Men

Mulheres

Women

Quente/Frio

Hot/Cold

Listen For

Throaty 'r' (similar to French) and nasal vowels (pronounced as if you're trying to force the sound through the nose).


STREET TALK

tudo bem? – literally 'everything well?' but more of an catch-all phrase than actual concern for how you are

então – a flexible word that changes meaning at each inflection. It can be a short form of a concerned question or 'hello' (então?), a polite 'watch it' (então!) or a pause before starting a lengthy explanation (então...)

t'fona-me – a super-contracted short form for telefoname (call me)

pá – translates as bread; however, is usually used as an interjection meaning 'man!' or 'dude!'.

tipo – used in the same context as how many English speakers use 'like', but, it literally translates as 'type'




Numbers

1

um oong

2

dois doysh

3

três tresh

4

quatro kwaa·troo

5

cinco seeng·koo

6

seis saysh

7

sete se·te

8

oito oy too

9

nove no ve

10

dez desh









Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travellers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.
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