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The Journey Begins Here
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Porto street scene | KERRY MURRAY/LONELY PLANET ©

Every time I come to Porto I feel as though I uncover something new – the secret vintage warehouses, perhaps, or the uncompromising obsession with sandwiches. The city has gained in popularity over the years, slowly catching up with the capital’s tourism boom but never losing its authenticity. And though I may never understand the local love of tripe, tripeiros (Porto residents) keep growing on me, from the street musicians jamming down by the Rio Douro to the artists crafting away in their Bonfim ateliers and the young chefs showcasing their latest creations. The moment you depart, you’ll long to return.
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Joana Taborda

@cityodes

Joana is a Portuguese travel writer with a deep passion for her country’s artisanal crafts and festival traditions. She never turns down a trip to Porto, her favourite Portuguese city.







THE BEST

Food Experiences

Porto has many culinary obsessions, from hearty sandwiches dripping with spicy sauce to freshly caught seafood and equally delicious canned goods. Traditional food markets are still very much alive, but there’s room for innovation too.
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Tour the century-old factory Conservas Pinhais (pictured) to sample delicious canned sardines caught off the nearby coast.
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Tuck into a meat-layered francesinha, Porto’s staple sandwich, at Café Santiago.

Order a lanche (stuffed brioche) and enjoy breakfast among the locals at Confeitaria Belo Mundo.

Treat yourself to a Michelin-star meal overlooking the Rio Douro at the Yeatman. (pictured)
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Stock up on fresh produce or peruse the stalls at Mercado do Bolhão, the city’s most iconic food market.

Learn to make staple Portuguese dishes with a three-hour cooking workshop at Workshops Pop Up.







THE BEST

Architectural Experiences

Beyond Porto’s historic heart, dotted with churches, contemporary architects have left their imprint on crisply minimalist buildings that strike a perfect balance with their often natural surroundings.
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Torre dos Clérigos | SAIKO3P/SHUTTERSTOCK

Book a guided tour of the Casa da Música, a striking concert hall with top-notch acoustics that mixes old and contemporary features. (pictured)
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Capture the exuberance of Porto’s baroque era at the Igreja de São Francisco.

Explore an Art Deco house and witness the living work of Pritzker Prize–winning architect Siza Vieira at Serralves. (pictured)

Wander through the eclectic rooms of the Palácio da Bolsa, including the Salão Árabe, filled with neo-Moorish motifs.
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Climb the steps of the Torre dos Clérigos, the city’s most iconic skyline feature, designed by renowned Italian architect Nicolau Nasoni.

Travel back to the medieval era with a tour of Porto’s cathedral.







THE BEST

Museum Experiences

Porto’s museums range from small and intimate spaces focusing on special interests such as photography and trams to stately palaces or minimalist architect-designed buildings displaying the latest contemporary exhibits.

Catch cutting-edge exhibits and wander through sculpture-dotted gardens at Serralves.
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Learn about Porto’s fascinating public transport network at the Museu do Carro Eléctrico, filled with historic trams that once glided through the streets.

Browse vintage cameras and thought-inducing photo exhibits at the Centro Português de Fotografia, housed in a former political prison.

Take in a collection of religious paintings and a church within the Museu da Misericórdia do Porto.
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Witness classical sculpturessw and naturalist paintings inside the Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis. (pictured)

See the city’s narrowest house, catacombs and antique relics at the museum adjoining the Igreja do Carmo. (pictured)







THE BEST

Arts & Crafts Experiences

From streets lined with galleries to neighbourhoods filled with artists’ studios, Porto’s creative scene is booming. Keep your eyes peeled for opportunities, and you can even take part in it too.
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Tile-clad church, Igreja do Carmo | IACOMINO FRIMAGES/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Learn to paint your own tile with a workshop at Gazete Azulejos in Bonfim and take home a memento of the city’s facades.

Hit the galleries and shops in and around Rua de Miguel Bombarda for cool prints and art books.

Browse Portuguese cork items at the Planet Cork Shop inside World of Wine (WOW).

Go hunting for tiles adorning churches and old-style grocery shops around Aliados and Bolhão.







THE BEST

Nightlife Experiences

Porto loves to get its groove on, especially in the Galerias area, with its speakeasy-style bars and the party spilling out onto the streets. But there are also independent cinemas, jazz clubs and rooftops to explore.
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Fado musician | JOAO MANITA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Set off on a pub crawl along the Galerias de Paris, the city’s bustling nightlife stretch, filled to the brim with bars and clubs.
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Watch an independent flick or join a movie quiz at Cinema Batalha.

Catch a live gig at the Casa da Música, where the acoustics are perfect no matter where you sit. (pictured)

Grab a bottle of wine and toast the sunset at the Jardim do Morro, overlooking Porto’s historic centre.
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Head up to Maus Hábitos for anything from drag nights to fado to alternative DJ sets.

Tune in to the sound of fado at one of Miragaia’s fado houses.







THE BEST

Wine Experiences

You can’t say you’ve been to Porto until you’ve tasted the city’s namesake wine. Tour Gaia’s cellars for a taste of port, but be sure to make room for more Douro wines.

Hit the historic cellars of Vila Nova de Gaia for a taste of barrel-aged port straight from the source.
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Sample organic Douro wines alongside Portuguese petiscos (tapas) at Taberna Folias de Baco.

Learn more about vinho verde (green wine) produced in the outskirts of Porto at Casa do Vinho Verde.
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Let Rafael guide you through the ins and outs of Portuguese wine at his regular private tastings in de Lima’s.







THE BEST

Outdoor Experiences

Take on the Rio Douro, feel the Atlantic breeze hit you as you ride the waves or stroll the promenades of Porto’s coastline. And if you’re feeling adventurous, there’s always a bridge to climb.
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Passeio Alegre, Foz Do Douro | ADRIENNE PITTS/LONELY PLANET ©

Chase the waves with a surf lesson at Praia de Matosinhos.

Sail the Rio Douro and take in Porto’s historic district in a one-hour cruise departing from the Cais de Gaia.

Rent a bike and cycle along the waterfront in the coastal district of Foz do Douro.

Harness up and climb the Ponte da Arrábida for breathtaking river views.







THE BEST

Shopping Experiences

Whether you’re looking for a bottle of port or thrifting a new outfit, Porto has you covered. There are streets lined with shops, old-style grocery stores and ateliers to browse through.

Jazz up your closet by hitting the secondhand shops down Rua de Santa Catarina.
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Pick up a fragrant soap wrapped in vintage-style packaging at Claus Porto, one of the city’s most iconic shops.

Shop for old Portuguese brands at A Vida Portuguesa. (pictured)

Stock up on port and culinary delicacies at A Pérola do Bolhão, easily recognisable by its Art Nouveau tile facade. (pictured)
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Discover up-and-coming Portuguese designers at Lot – Labels of Tomorrow.

Find sustainable clothing and handmade ceramics at Coração Alecrim.







Best for Kids

Slip into the shoes of a swashbuckling explorer at the World of Discoveries.

Witness an immersive multimedia show inside the Igreja dos Clérigos.

Hop aboard tram 1 to Foz do Douro for ice cream, lighthouse snapshots and beach fun.

Spend a day at Sealife Porto and watch sharks glide overhead at this whopper of an aquarium.

Let off steam at Parque da Cidade, Porto’s biggest green space, also an ideal setting for a picnic.






Best for Free

Zoom in on cutting-edge photography at the Centro Português de Fotografia.

Rewind to rail travel’s glory days and bone up on Portuguese history while admiring azulejos (painted glazed tiles) at the São Bento Train Station.

Wander through the lush paths of the Jardins do Palácio de Cristal, taking in sky-high views of Porto and glimpsing the resident peacocks.

Enjoy the city’s crowning-glory cathedral, the Sé, and the sweeping city panoramas from its terrace.

Cross the Ponte de Dom Luís I, Porto’s double-decker bridge, for knockout sunset views and riverside walks.
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Perfect Days

Take in the city’s tile facades and historic riverside district before venturing through contemporary art museums and galleries. Next, head up to the coast for seafood meals and beach walks.
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Majestic Cafe, Rua de Santa Catarina | ANAMARQUES/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

DAY ONE

Only Have One Day?

Morning

Begin with a shot of Porto’s iconic azulejos (painted glazed tiles) at the São Bento Train Station. Then walk towards the old town to admire the fortress-like Sé and take in the knockout views of Ribeira’s knot of alleys below.

Afternoon

Dedicate the afternoon to two crowd-pullers, the Igreja de São Francisco (pictured), which packs a glitzy baroque punch, and the nearby neoclassical Palácio da Bolsa.

Evening

As the sun sets over the Rio Douro, snag a table at Wine Quay Bar for predinner drinks overlooking the Ponte de Dom Luís I.
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DAY TWO

A Weekend Trip

Morning

Start with breakfast at Confeitaria Belo Mundo, then meander down Rua de Santa Catarina, stopping to pose in front of the Capela das Almas’ (pictured) tiled facade. Turn right to spot the Art Nouveau grocery store A Pérola do Bolhão.

Afternoon

Make your way up to the Torre dos Clérigos and catch an immersive multimedia show inside the baroque Igreja dos Clérigos.

Evening

Sample light petiscos (tapas) and natural wines at Taberna Folias de Baco before bar-hopping along the Galerias de Paris – Porto’s party central.
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DAY THREE

A Short Break

Morning

If you’re into photography, head to the Centro Português de Fotografia, then take a leisurely stroll around Porto’s old Jewish quarter, pausing for views from the Miradouro da Vitória.

Afternoon

Have lunch at family-run Taberna Santo António, then head to the Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis to browse through a top-drawer collection of fine and decorative arts. One street over is gallery-dotted Rua de Miguel Bombarda.

Evening

Round out the day at the Jardins do Palácio de Cristal (pictured), then grab a port and tonic at nearby Miradouro Ignez.
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If You Have More Time

That bridge you keep seeing? It’s time to get up close and personal with it: walk across the Ponte de Dom Luís I, then wander the Jardim do Morro.

Swing down to Vila Nova de Gaia’s waterfront, then hit Taylor’s or Sandeman for a port-cellar tour and a tasting with views. Treat yourself to lunch at Vinum.

From Ribeira, take the tram to Foz do Douro, a tonic after the buzz of the city with its promenade, gardens and beachfront cafes, such as Praia da Luz. Afterwards, hop on a bus or into a taxi to take in the latest contemporary exhibit at Serralves.

Grab dinner at one of the stalls of the Mercado Bom Sucesso or dine at the restaurant atop the Casa da Música before catching a live gig at this avant-garde concert hall.
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A City Day Trip

Hop on the metro and get off at Matosinhos, Porto’s main fishing port. Tour the Conservas Pinhais for a peek into the canning industry.

Next, enjoy a walk along the sandy shores of Praia de Matosinhos or book yourself in for a surf lesson. Stop for lunch at one of the restaurants inside the Mercado Municipal, choosing fresh catch straight from the fishmongers.

Finish off the day by taking a taxi over to Leça da Palmeira for a swim at the Piscina das Marés (pictured) and dinner at the sensational Boa Nova Tea House.
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On a Rainy Day

You’re bound to catch at least one rainy day in Porto, but you can make the most of it by visiting the city’s galleries and museums. Take in the contemporary exhibits at Serralves or admire the fine art collection at the Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis.

Gaias’ port wine cellars are all indoors, so why not take the time to learn how to tell your tawnies from your rubies?

And if you have a couple of hours to spare, you can always spend them inside WOW, browsing through souvenir shops and its six museums.
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Get Prepared


BOOK AHEAD

Three months before Book hotel rooms (if you haven’t already), festival, theatre and concert tickets, and excursions.

One month before Reserve a table at trendy or Michelin-star restaurants, especially for Friday and Saturday dinners.

One week before Check out what’s happening when you’re in town on events websites like Agenda Porto (agenda-porto.pt).



Manners Matter

Porto residents like good banter. When entering a shop or restaurant, always greet people with bom dia before noon, boa tarde between noon and 7pm, or boa noite after 7pm. When your order arrives at the table, be sure to say thank you: obrigado (male) or obrigada (female). And if you have to sneak your way through a crowd (while getting out of the metro, say), use desculpe or com licença.

The Porto Accent

Porto residents are proud of their accent, which is often sprinkled with a few swear words. If you’re just learning Portuguese, don’t be alarmed if you hear the odd naughty phrase coming from a random passerby – it’s just a friendly way to converse with your friends. That said, don’t go around swearing for the sake of it, as that would be considered rude.

Things to Know

Monday Many museums close on Monday, so plan to do your sightseeing on other days.

Fino Ordering a pint-sized beer will immediately give you away as a tourist. Instead, opt for a fino (small beer). You can always order one more.

Drinking on the streets Drinking outside is allowed, and many locals like to buy their alcohol from a local grocery store before catching the sunset in places such as Jardim do Morro and Jardim das Virtudes.

Appetisers It may be tempting to tuck into that basket of bread or cheese spread you didn’t order, but it isn’t free: send it back or be ready to pay for it.



TIPPING

Tipping isn’t expected in Porto, though newer places have started including it on the bill under gratificação.
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DAILY BUDGET

Budget: Less than €60

• Dorm bed: €18–30

• Double room in a budget hotel: €40–60

• Lunch special with drink: €15

• Single ticket on the metro: €1.40–2.25

Midrange: €60–150

• Double room in a central hotel: €60–120

• Meal in a midrange restaurant: €20–40

• Guided half-day bike tour: from €35

• Tour of a port cellar including tasting: from €15

Top End: More than €150

• Double room in a boutique hotel: from €120

• Three-course dinner with wine: from €40

• Theatre/concert tickets: €15–30

• Full-day tour of the Douro: €100




Currency

Euro (€)

Language

Portuguese

Time zone

Greenwich Mean Time (GMT/UTC)




DISCOUNT CARD
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If you’re planning to see several sights in one go, it’s worth looking into the Porto Card (booking.visitportoandnorth.travel/en/ or scan QR code), which offers free access or discounted entry to more than 150 sights, including port-wine cellars.
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When To Go

If you don’t mind the rain, come any time. Otherwise, aim for spring or early autumn. Summer can be overcrowded, but it’s also prime festival season.



As soon as the clouds disappear and you can shake off your umbrella, spring rolls in with all sorts of celebrations. These continue till summer, culminating in June with music festivals and big outdoor celebrations such as the riotous Festa de São João. Temperatures can reach up to 30°C in summer, and although the Atlantic is still pretty freezing, many escape the heat by diving off the coast. Summer is also when most visitors arrive, so expect long queues at museums and major sights. Things quieten down again from October to February.

The Big Events

March: Porto’s International Film Festival, Fantasporto (fantasporto.com), takes over the city’s independent cinemas, showcasing experimental, science fiction and horror flicks.

May: Local students celebrate their graduation at the Queima das Fitas (queimadasfitasdoporto.pt). The main event is the Cortejo Académico, when students parade in black suits accessorised with colourful hats and canes that represent their degrees.

May/June: The gardens of Serralves are flung open for the Serralves em Festa, a non-stop 50-hour festival that invites national and international artists to dance, sing and perform across the lush surroundings. It’s Portugal’s largest festival of contemporary artistic expression.

June: On the evening of 23 June, tripeiros (Porto residents) hit the streets to celebrate the Festa de São João. It’s the biggest party of the year, with people whacking each other with squeaky hammers and launching paper lanterns into the skies just before the midnight fireworks.

Porto Weather
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Music, Wine & Quirky Festivals

February: At Palácio da Bolsa, the Essência do Vinho (essenciadovinho.com) wine festival brings together hundreds of producers from Portugal and beyond. A competition reveals the year’s top 10 Portuguese wines.

May-June: Matosinhos comes alive for the three-week Festa do Senhor de Matosinhos, including a traditional crafts fair, a puppet parade and the Fogo dos Bonecos, when thousands gather to watch the burning of a spinning doll at Jardim do Parque 25 de Abril.

June: Parque da Cidade becomes the stage for the city’s busiest music festival, Primavera Sound (primaverasound.com/pt/porto). The three-day festival focuses on alternative bands. Previous guests include the Pixies and The National.

July: Vila Nova de Gaia hosts the Marés Vivas (maresvivas.meo.pt), where stellar Portuguese bands and international acts take over multiple stages along the Rio Douro.


ACCOMMODATION LOWDOWN

Prices skyrocket in summer, especially between June and August, but if you book ahead you can get cheap deals even then. Spring is increasingly popular too, so autumn and winter are the time to come if you want to avoid the crowds and save some euros.








Getting There

Many visitors fly straight in Porto at the Aeroporto Francisco Sá Carneiro (OPO), but if you’re coming from the capital Lisbon, it’s also possible to get here by train or bus.



From the Airport to the City Centre

By Metro

After luggage claim, follow the M signs to the metro. Most of Porto’s metro network is actually above ground. Purchase your Andante ticket (€2.85 including the reusable card) from one of the ticket machines, tap it and then head up the escalators. This is a terminal stop, so there’s only one direction (Estádio do Dragão), but you may need to change at Trindade onto the yellow line D (direction Santo Ovídio) for central stops such as Aliados and São Bento. The metro runs from 6am to 1am, and the journey to downtown takes around 45 minutes.

 

By Bus

The STCP (stcp.pt) provides two buses from the airport to the city centre: the 601 and 602, both stopping at Cordoaria. Bus 601 runs from 5.30am to 1am; the 602 from 6am to 8.45pm. A single ticket costs €2.50 and can be purchased on board. The journey takes 35 to 40 minutes.

 

By Taxi or Rideshare

A daytime taxi to central Porto costs €20 to €25. The rank is just outside the Arrivals Hall. An Uber or Bolt can be slightly cheaper, with rides costing around €15. Both take about 30 minutes to reach downtown.


Other Points of Entry

Campanhã

Trains from Lisbon stop at Campanhã on the eastern side of town. From there you can hop on any metro to reach Bolhão or Trindade in the city centre. Campanhã is also Porto’s central bus terminal, serving national and international buses run by Rede Expressos (rede-expressos.pt/en) and Flixbus (flixbus.pt).


São Bento

Trains coming from the Douro Valley and nearby towns such as Aveiro and Braga arrive in the heart of the city at São Bento Train Station.







Getting Around

Porto is small enough to explore on foot, but if you want to skip those hills (and there are many) the metro is your best bet. The city also has a great network of buses and a handful of historic trams that whisk you up to the coast. Car-sharing services are available too.



Metro

Porto’s metro network (metrodoporto.pt) offers connections with pretty much every neighbourhood, with the exception of Massarelos and Foz do Douro, reaches parts of the coast such as Matosinhos. There are six lines, A to F, identified by letters and colours. All of them pass through Trindade, including line E, which comes from the airport. From here you can switch to other lines that take you east, north and south to Vila Nova de Gaia.

Most services stop at 1am and resume around 6am. A new pink line, G, is in progress, which will connect Casa da Música in Boavista with São Bento. It’s set to open in summer 2025.
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Bus

The city has an extensive bus service run by STCP (stcp.pt). While it’s slower than the metro, it does get you to major attractions on the outskirts, including Serralves and the beaches of Foz do Douro, with buses departing near São Bento Train Station. Services runs from around 6am to midnight.


ESSENTIAL APP

[image: jpg]

Scan the QR code to download Moovit (also in English) to check transport schedules and plan your journey.
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Tram

STCP also runs Porto’s two historic tram lines. Tram 1 takes you along the riverfront from Ribeira to Foz do Douro. It runs every 20 minutes from 9am to 8.35pm. Meanwhile, tram 18 covers the Massarelos district and departs every 30 minutes from around 9.45am to 6.45pm. Different schedules apply on Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays.

Taxis & Rideshares

Taxis and rideshares (such as Uber and Bolt) can be handy for late-night journeys or to reach further-flung destinations such as Foz do Douro and Afurada. Fares can be anywhere from €6 to €15 if you’re riding from the airport, for instance.

Train

Trains (cp.pt) connect you from the Campanhã and São Bento Railway Stations to Vila Nova de Gaia and the Douro Valley. For a trip back in time, choose a ride on a vintage train such as the MiraDouro.

Public Transport Essentials

Contactless System

Some metro stops, including Aeroporto (Airport), São Bento, Casa da Música and Aliados, accept contactless cards. Look for the contactless-card symbol and tap your card on the validating machine. Bus 500, which goes to Matosinhos, also takes contactless payments. Each journey costs the same as a Zone 4 ticket, so this isn’t the best deal if you’re planning to travel around downtown only (Zone 2).

Multi-transport Card

The Andante card (andante.pt) is a multipurpose ticket that works on Porto’s metro, bus and train network. You can purchase it from automatic ticket machines at metro and train stations or at Payshop kiosks (payshop.pt) scattered across the city. The card itself costs €0.60, and then you can top it up with zones (see below). If you’re planning to change zones, you’ll have to update your ticket. For example, if you’re coming from the airport don’t buy two tickets. Instead, get one Zone 4 ticket, then change it to Zone 2 if you’re planning to use public transport within the city centre. Otherwise, keep it as it is and get your return ticket on your last day. Alternatively, you can use your contactless card for Zone 4 and the Andante for Zone 2. Other options include the Andante 24, a 24-hour ticket (valid for one zone only), and the Andante Tour, which gives you unlimited access to all zones for a period of 24 hours (€7.50) or 72 hours (€16).


Purchasing & Validating Your Ticket

Tap your ticket on the machines at metro and train stations or on board buses. If you change lines in the metro, you’ll need to tap your ticket again. Tram tickets are sold on trams.
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TRAVEL COSTS

Minimum bus and metro fare with Andante Card
€1.40

Single trip on the tram
adult/child €6/3.50

On-board bus ticket
€2.50




ALWAYS TAP ON

Tap your ticket before entering the metro or you risk a hefty fine.




TICKETS

For most rides you’ll need an Andante ticket that covers downtown Porto on Zone 2. Tickets are valid for one hour after validating for Zone 2 or 1¼ hours for Zone 4.


	Ticket Type	Zone 2	Zone 3	Zone 4

	
Andante Azul (single trip)
	
€1.40
	
€1.80
	
€2.25


	
Andante 24 (24-hour ticket)
	
€5.15
	
€6.65
	
€8.30






TICKET ZONES

2

Zone 2 is central Porto, where the majority of the sights are.

3

Zone 3 runs up the coast to Matosinhos.

4

Zone 4 covers the western side up to the airport.





A Few Surprises

Hidden figures, flowers and plates pop out to reveal historic spots. Keep your eyes peeled and you just might find them.



Doors Open

In 2024 Porto lost one of its oldest grocery stores, the Mercearia do Bolhão. Rising rents and lack of regular customers have meant many historic shops have been forced to close. To help preserve these establishments the government introduced a programme called Comércio com História (comerciocomhistoria.gov.pt/en). Businesses that are part of this network are often identified with a black plate outside saying ‘Porto de Tradição’. While this doesn’t entirely save them from closure, it does draw more attention to them. The list includes well-known spots such as Livraria Lello and Café Majestic but also hidden gems including the Chapelaria Centro da Moda, which makes custom felt hats, and Escovaria de Belomonte, which produces all kinds of brushware from barber brushes to brooms.

Guardian Angels

Along Rua das Flores and a few other spots across town you’ll find a little carved figure of St Michael the Archangel on the buildings’ facades. The figure symbolises the clergy who ruled Porto in the 16th century.

Art Nouveau Gems

Chasing Porto’s Art Nouveau buildings is an adventure all its own. Whether you’re looking for colourful tiled facades like the one at A Pérola do Bolhão, storefronts embellished with carved stone such as Casa Vicent or a window frame adorned with flowers like that at Rua Cândido dos Reis 75-79 (near Livraria Lello), you’ll want to keep your camera handy.


OFFBEAT PORTO

Spot handmade tiles and other preserved construction materials of the city’s historical facades up close at the Banco de Materiais.

Sample a glass of vinho verde (green wine) inside a 19th-century palace at Casa do Vinho Verde.

Tour the ceramic studios scattered across the creative neighbourhood of Bonfim.

Go behind the scenes at a sardine-can factory at Conservas Pinhais in Matosinhos.
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Explore Porto


Ribeira

Aliados & Bolhão

Miragaia

Vila Nova de Gaia

Massarelos

Boavista

Foz do Douro & Around

Worth a Trip

Bonfim

Matosinhos

Porto’s Walking Tours

Walk the Historic Centre

Walk Aliados & Bolhão

Walk Around Miragaia

Walk through Vila Nova de Gaia

Walk Around Massarelos

Walk Around Boavista

Walk Around Foz do Douro
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Azulejo-tiled wall, Capela das Almas | Adrienne Pitts/Lonely Planet ©





Explore

Ribeira


Ribeira is Porto’s biggest heart stealer. Its UNESCO World Heritage maze of medieval alleys zigzags down a promenade straddling the Rio Douro, with front-row views of the spectacular Ponte de Dom Luís I and the port-wine lodges across the river in Vila Nova de Gaia. Brimming with sights, shops and restaurants (and flocks of tourists), this historic neighbourhood is postcard Porto. It’s here you’ll find the Sé, the city’s fortified Romanesque cathedral, and the picturesque Rua das Flores, lined with historic shops such as Claus and street sellers displaying photographs and paintings of their beloved city.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: ] Metro

São Bento station is the closest stop to Rua das Flores and the Sé. The station is on the yellow line D, which runs up to Vila Nova de Gaia.

[image: ] Bus

Bus stops are scattered across the neighbourhood. The Ribeira stop is the most central.

[image: ] Funicular & Elevator

When heading to the upper part of the neighbourhood, you can skip the hilliest stretch by hopping on the Funicular dos Guindais (adult/child €4/2) or the Elevador da Lada (adult/child €2/1).


THE BEST

HISTORIC CATHEDRAL Sé do Porto

BAROQUE GEM Igreja de São Francisco

NEOCLASSICAL PALACE Palácio da Bolsa

RIVERSIDE PROMENADE Cais da Ribeira

SHOPPING STREET Rua das Flores
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1Top Experiences

 Sé do PortoE3

 Igreja de São FranciscoB5

 Palácio da BolsaB5




1Experiences

1Cais da RibeiraF5

2Chaminé da MotaC3

3Museu da Misericórdia do PortoC2

4Ponte de Dom Luís IG6

5Casa do InfanteC5

6Muralha FernandinaH3

7Funicular dos GuindaisG5

8Festa de São JoãoE6

9Casa da MariquinhasD3

10Casa da GuitarraF3

11Hard Club PortoB4

12Instituto dos Vinhos do Douro e do PortoB4

13Museu do VitralF3

14Jardim do Infante Dom HenriqueB5




5Eating

15Mercador CaféD1

16Floresta CaféD2

17Miss PavlovaC5

18Taberna dos MercadoresD5

19Cantina 32C2

20Taberna do LargoB3

21Mercearia das FloresD2

22VoltariaE1

23JimãoD5

24Cantinho do AvillezD3

25DOPB3

26Ode Porto Wine HouseC6

27Cozinha das FloresB3

28daTerraE2

29BacalhauA6

30A GradeB6

31EscamaD2




6Drinking

32de Lima’sG1

33ProvaB4

34Wine Quay BarC6

35GuindalenseH4

36Arco das VerdadesF5

37Fábrica Coffee RoastersE2

38Curioso Cocktail BarB4




7Shopping

39Claus PortoC3

40Loja das TábuasB3

41BurelC3

42Zinda AtelierB4

43Loja das ConservasD2

44Chocolataria EquadorE1

45Garrafeira NacionalC2

46SuuuperC4

47Squid Ink WorksG1









TOP EXPERIENCE

Sé do Porto


Rising high and mighty above Porto’s tangle of medieval alleys and stairways, this hulking hilltop fortress of a 12th-century cathedral was given a baroque makeover in the 18th century. Take in the views from its terrace before stepping inside to gaze at azulejo-clad cloisters.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

You can visit the church for free, but you’ll need to pay for the cloisters and treasury (adult/child €3/free). Come early in the day or just after lunch to avoid the crowds.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours.



Facade

Set in a strategic hillside position, the cathedral is visible from afar. Stand on the terrace for a panorama that reaches over the lanes and rooftops of the historic centre and down to the Douro. The structure was carved from local granite and, with its crenellations and pair of sturdy towers, the facade resembles a fortress. You can still make out its Romanesque contours.

Interior

The Romanesque barrel-vaulted nave and the Gothic rose window tip you off about the cathedral’s earlier incarnations. Keep an eye out for the baroque altarpiece in the Chapel of the Holy Sacrament, exquisitely wrought from silver; the Gothic funerary chapel of João Gordo, a Knight Hospitaller for Dinis I; and Portuguese sculptor António Teixeira Lopes’ bronze bas-relief depicting the scene of Christ’s baptism by John the Baptist.

Cloister & Loggia

Blue and white azulejos (painted glazed tiles) dating from the 18th century and evoking scenes from the Song of Solomon dance enchantingly across the walls of the Gothic cloister (pictured). It’s a peaceful spot for a contemplative stroll. The baroque loggia by Italian architect Nicolau Nasoni is adorned with more beautiful 18th-century tiles by Valentim de Almeida, which recount the story of the life of the Virgin Mary.

Courtyards

There are several treasures in the cathedral courtyards. Look out for a barley-twist pillar built during Portugal’s dictatorship era to amplify the area’s grandeur and the Chafariz de São Miguel, an 18th-century fountain by Nasoni topped with a little statue of St Michael the Archangel. Also on the grounds is the Paço Episcopal (€5; closed Sun), the official residence of the bishops of Porto. Climb the grand staircase of this late-baroque building to admire multicoloured rooms filled with antique furniture and ornate ceilings. Be sure to take in the views from one of its numerous windows.


TAKE A BREAK

Meander down Escada das Verdades to sample a range of Portuguese wines paired with views of Gaia at Arco das Verdades.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Igreja de São Francisco


The Igreja de São Francisco may look like an austere Gothic church from the outside, but inside it hides one of Portugal’s most dazzling displays of baroque finery. Hardly a centimetre escapes unsmothered, as otherworldly cherubs and sober monks are drowned by nearly 100kg of gold leaf.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

To see the church (adult/child €10/3) at its quiet best, rise early to be there as it opens or come in early evening in summer.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for full opening hours.



The Nave

Interwoven with vines and curlicues, dripping with cherubs and shot through with gold leaf, the church’s nave is the top highlight. Delve deeper to find standouts such as the Manueline-style Chapel of St John the Baptist and the 13th-century statue of St Francis of Assisi.

Tree of Jesse

The handiwork of master craftsmen Filipe da Silva and António Gomes, this polychrome marvel of an altarpiece (1718 and 1721) traces the genealogy of Christ. The tree has its roots in the loins of a reclining Jesse of Bethlehem and above rise mighty branches, each culminating in one of the 12 kings of Judah. In a niche are the Virgin Mary and infant Jesus, while at the bottom is a glass structure representing Our Lady of Good Voyage resting on a boat.

Church Museum

Opposite the church, the museum harbours a fine, well-curated collection of sacred art. Besides portraits of bishops in all their ecclesiastical finery, there are tabernacles, silverware, ceramics and some beautiful baroque altarpieces. Along the stairway of the museum, one of the star pieces is a 1799 painting of St Louis, also known as Louis IX of France, by Porto-born artist Vieira Portuense, who introduced the neoclassical style to Portuguese painting. Going up, notice the Sala de Sessões with its elaborate white and gilded ceiling and golden altarpiece portraying the Crucifixion.

Catacombs

In the eerily atmospheric catacombs, the great and the good of Porto were once buried – in fact, all Portuguese were buried in churches before 1835 because public cemeteries did not exist. Tiptoe past the headstones, looking out for sculptural works by Italian master Nicolau Nasoni and prolific Portuguese sculptor António Teixeira Lopes. The ossuary, exhibiting thousands of bones of past brothers and benefactors, is a spine-tingling work of art.


TAKE A BREAK

Snag a table on the terrace at nearby Bacalhau for wonderful river views and creative takes on cod, or try some grilled fish at A Grade.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Palácio da Bolsa


One glimpse of Porto’s lavish Palácio da Bolsa tells you precisely who once held the city’s purse strings. Built from 1842 to 1910, the splendid neoclassical stock exchange honours Porto’s past and present money merchants, its halls replete with exquisite murals, mosaics and artworks.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Join one of the half-hour guided tours, which set off every 30 minutes. Tours are available in Portuguese, Spanish, French and English, with the language scheduled upon arrival.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for prices and opening hours.



Salão Árabe

The palace’s crowning glory is the stupendous Arabian Hall (pictured), with stucco teased into complex Moorish designs, then gilded with some 20kg of gold. Inspired by the Alhambra in Granada, Spain, it has arabesques dancing across its polychrome walls and columns rising gracefully to keyhole arches and stained-glass windows. Portugal’s Moorish roots are better seen in the south, so having a neo-Moorish Room in Porto feels somewhat out of place, but the Arabs’ connection with trade and their influence throughout the country meant the designers of the time felt it made sense to bring back this style. Classical concerts often take place here.

Pátio das Nações

The Hall of Nations is the first thing you see as you enter – and it’s a stunner. Lit by an octagonal skylight, this courtyard is where the exchange operated. You’ll see the coat of arms of Portugal and the countries with which it once traded, and a Greco-Roman floor mosaic inspired by Pompeii.

Gabinete de Gustave Eiffel

This simply furnished study is where French civil engineer and architect Gustave Eiffel worked from 1875 to 1877, the Eiffel Tower then but a twinkle in his eye. The study has a view of the Ponte de Dom Luís I, but it is the Ponte Maria Pia, just out of sight, that bears his hallmark.

Escadaria Noblre

Beautifully wrought in granite, the Noble Staircase took 68 years to complete because it was so hard to carve. Look for the busts of feted sculptors António Soares dos Reis and António Teixeira Lopes, a pair of striking bronze chandeliers and the ceiling frescoes by António Ramalho.

Sala do Tribunal

You can feel the weight of history in this grand courtroom, with its ornately carved wooden benches and vivid murals showing the wealth of commercial activity in the city and region.


TAKE A BREAK

Linger in palatial splendour over lunch or dinner at O Comercial, serving Med-style flavours with a touch of class.





WALKING TOUR

Walk the Historic Centre


Porto’s UNESCO-listed historic heart is a dream of medieval loveliness made for strolling. Cobblestone streets twist past old curiosity shops and pavement cafes that hum with local gossip, and every so often the cityscape cracks open to reveal miradouros (viewpoints) over Porto.



START

Sé do Porto (close to São Bento metro station)

END

Ponte de Dom Luís I

LENGTH

1.7km; one hour
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1 Historical Facades

Begin your walk at the Sé, Porto’s fortress-like cathedral. History reverberates in its Romanesque-meets-baroque nave and cloister, and the terrace commands photogenic views of the city.

2 The Shopping Street

Duck down Rua das Flores, one of Ribeira’s most charming streets, lined with delis, cafes, boutiques and speciality shops and splashed with vibrant street art. To the right near the bottom sits the Museu da Misericórdia do Porto (map Google map), a baroque beauty designed by Nicolau Nasoni, with an interior covered in blue-and-white azulejos.

3 A Lavish Palace

A mosey down Rua Ferreira Borges brings you to the Jardim do Infante Dom Henrique, flanked by the late-19th-century Mercado Ferreira Borges market hall and the neoclassical grandeur of the Palácio da Bolsa. Henry the Navigator stands high on a pedestal in the centre of the square.

4 The Shiniest Church

Swinging a right brings you to the Igreja de São Francisco, Porto’s most sublime church, Gothic on the outside and a feast of over-the-top, gilded baroque splendour on the inside.

5 Riverside Walks

Strolling along Cais da Ribeira is your golden ticket to the city’s soul. This is the Porto of a million postcards, with the Ribeira’s chalk-hued houses rising behind you, the Rio Douro unfurling before you and street entertainers serenading you. Colourful barcos rabelos (flat-bottomed boats) bob in front of pavement cafes and restaurants, and the graceful swoop of the Ponte de Dom Luís I frames the picture neatly.

6 A Welcoming Break

Walk to the end of the pier and take a moment to appreciate the Ponte de Dom Luís I up close. Grab a drink in one of the bars along the riverfront or turn left up the steps to Escada dos Guindais to reach Guindalense, a football association meets bar, where you can take in the views from above with a fino (small beer) in hand.



EXPERIENCES

Walk or Cycle along Cais da Ribeira Pier

map Google map

The riverfront promenade Cais da Ribeira is postcard Porto, taking in the whole spectacular sweep of the city from picturesque pastel houses stacked like Lego bricks to the barcos rabelos (flat-bottomed boats) once used to transport port from the Douro. Early-evening buskers entertain the crowds, and chefs fire up grills in the hole-in-the-wall fish restaurants and tascas (taverns) in the old arcades. From here you have fine views of the port-wine lodges across the river and the monumental, double-decker Ponte de Dom Luís I. Enjoy a stroll along the riverbank or cycle along the waterfront. Blue Dragon Tours runs bike tours (bluedragon.pt; from €39) that connect Ribeira to Foz do Douro. If you’d rather set out on your own, reach out to Biclas & Triclas (tricia.pt; from €14 a day), a rental outlet offering a range of bikes, including electric options.

Cruise the Rio Douro Boat ride

Six bridges cross the Rio Douro, connecting Porto to Vila Nova de Gaia on the other side. The best and quickest way to see them is to join a boat ride known as the Cruzeiro das 6 Pontes (Six Bridges Cruise). Several boats depart from Cais da Ribeira from morning till the afternoon. You’ll hop aboard a traditional barco rabelo and cruise for about an hour, learning the history of Porto and its namesake wine along the way. Tours cost around €15 per adult, with half-price discounts for children up to 12 years old. If you’re looking for a quick ride without the background history, try the Douro River Ferry (douroriverferry.com; adult/child €3.5/1), which whisks you to the other side in just five minutes.

Souvenir-shop along Rua das Flores Shopping street

Inaugurated in 1521, Rua das Flores has turned into one of the city’s most iconic shopping streets. Head to Claus Porto for soaps wrapped in vintage packaging, sample artisanal chocolate at Chocolataria Equador or flick through thousands of rare secondhand books at Chaminé da Mota (map Google map). Along the way, you’ll spot street sellers showcasing their artworks and photography.

Admire Religious Art at Museu da Misericórdia Church and museum

Between the shops and cafes along Rua das Flores, one building will particularly catch your eye: Igreja da Misericórdia (map) . The church’s striking baroque facade, designed by Nicolau Nasoni, is a sight to behold, but it’s worth stepping inside to admire its walls filled with blue-and-white azulejos. To access it you’ll need to enter through the adjoining Museu da Misericórdia (mmipo.pt; €10).

The museum holds a prized collection of 15th- to 17th-century sacred art and portraiture. Its highlight is the large-scale Flemish Renaissance painting Fons Vitae (Fountain of Life), depicting Dom Manuel I and his family around a fountain of blood from the crucified Christ.

More quirky features include a pinecone-shaped toothpick dispenser, a funnel eyepiece facing Porto’s cathedral and a tentacle-like metal sculpture designed by Rui Chafes that juts out of the museum’s outside wall. On the way out, be sure to walk by the courtyard, a prime example of Porto’s 19th-century architecture combining iron and glass.

Cross the Ponte Dom Luís I Bridge

map Google map

Completed in 1886 by Téophile Seyrig, a student of Gustave Eiffel, the Ponte de Dom Luís I is one of Ribeira’s most iconic sites. You can traverse it by metro via line D or walk across it on one of its two platforms. The Avenida Vimara Peres leads you to the top deck, where the metro goes through, connecting you straight to Jardim do Morro a favourite spot for taking in the sunset.

The lower deck can be accessed from Cais da Ribeira. This is where regular traffic comes in, so watch out for the cars if you step off the narrow walkways at any time. Both offer great views of the river and the old town, so how do you choose where to cross?

Pick the lower level if you’re looking for riverside walks and easy access to Gaia’s cellars, the top deck for sunset shots and a peek at the Mosteiro da Serra do Pilar.


The River Kids

Daredevil young locals often jump into the river from the lower deck of Ponte de Dom Luís I. The tradition has been around for decades and is portrayed in Júlio Resende’s tile panel Ribeira Negra, inaugurated in 1986 just behind Cais da Ribeira. Spanish film director Javier Macipe was so intrigued by this phenomenon that he made a short film about it in 2014 called Meninos do Rio (Children of the River).




Explore Medieval History at Casa do Infante Medieval house

map Google map

Legend says that Henry the Navigator, who would lead Portugal’s maritime explorations in the 15th century, was born in Casa do Infante (adult/child €5/free) in 1394.

The medieval townhouse became Porto’s first customs house, playing a pivotal role in the city’s maritime and commercial development. Now converted into a museum, it features three floors of exhibits covering the history of the building, the evolution of the city and somewhat random collections acquired by the council.

Among the highlights are the 4th-century Roman mosaics found in 2022 after an excavation (they have been covered over with replicas to avoid further damage), a miniature scale model of medieval Porto encircled by walls and a collection of ceramics from the old Miragaia factory.

Follow the Muralha Fernandina Ancient wall

Remains of the city’s medieval walls, such as the Muralha Fernandina (map Google map), are still visible in the Ribeira district. A large tower stands on top of Rua de Saraiva de Carvalho and from there the crenellated battlements run down towards the river. This 14th-century structure was constructed under Fernando I (hence the name Fernandina) to protect the city against invaders. You can explore it by walking down Rua de Arnaldo Gama or hopping on the Funicular dos Guindais (map Google map adult/child €4/2) – the latter is a convenient way to skip the hill if you’re walking up from Cais da Ribeira.

Join the São João Festivities Festival

map Google map

Once a year Porto brings out the bunting and the plastic hammers for one of Europe’s wildest street parties: the Festa de São João. If ever the full force of love should hit you when you least expect it, it will be here – one of the festival’s unique traditions is to thwack whomever you fancy over the head with a squeaky martelo (plastic hammer). For a more subtle approach, there are manjericos (potted basil plants with poems). As you might expect, these head-spinning attacks cause much flirtatious giggling, squealing and chasing in the maze of narrow medieval lanes spilling down to the riverfront. The origins of the festa are apparently rooted in pagan rituals to celebrate the summer solstice and bountiful harvests. ‘Bountiful’ certainly sums up the city’s streets on 23 June, as they teem with hammer-wielding locals scoffing grilled sardines, drinking vinho, dancing like there’s no tomorrow and sending Chinese lanterns drifting into the night sky.


Bridge Over Troubled Waters

The construction of the Ponte de Dom Luís I over the Rio Douro was significant, as the area’s foot traffic once travelled across a bridge made from old port boats lashed together. To make matters worse, the river was wild back then, with no upstream dams. When Napoleon invaded in 1809, scores were crushed and drowned in the rushing river as a panicked stampede proved too much for the makeshift bridge. When the structure was completed in 1886 by German architect Téophile Seyrig, who was an associate of Gustave Eiffel’s, it held the record for the longest iron arch in the world, with a span of 172m.



Hop on a Tram to Foz do Douro Tour

Feel like hitting the seaside? Hop on tram 1 from the Infante stop opposite Igreja de São Francisco and take in the sights from Ribeira to Foz do Douro. The rattling ride passes through the Museu do Carro Eléctrico, in a former switching house, where you can learn all about the city’s historic trams and snap a picture aboard one of them. Porto’s tram network dates back to the 20th century, and although there are faster ways to reach the seaside these days (bus or taxi), there’s still something special about this scenic, slow-paced ride.

Get Lost in Barredo Medieval neighbourhood

Sandwiched between the riverfront and the cathedral is the Barredo neighbourhood whose winding streets can only be explored on foot via ancient stone staircases. If you want a glimpse of the city’s medieval layout, this is it. Embrace the labyrinth as you move between hidden bars, looking out for Torre de Rua, one of the city’s oldest buildings, and curved arches framing the river views. Unfortunately, there are currently no accessible tours of the neighbourhood for travellers with limited mobility, but the Elevador da Lada (at Largo dos Arcos da Ribeira 66) will bring you halfway up the hill.

Catch a Live Concert Music venues

Follow the strains of fado (traditional Portuguese melancholic song) to the Casa da Mariquinhas tavern (map Google map; casadamariquinhas.pt), founded in the 1960s, for dinner and a show (minimum consumption €45; shows start at around 8.30pm) or step inside the Casa da Guitarra (map Google map; casadaguitarra.pt), a guitar shop turned concert venue that offers hour-long fado performances paired with a glass of port (adult/child €18/14; from 6pm). If you’re more into rock, check the calendar at Hard Club Porto (map Google map; hardclubporto.com), a ’90s club that has taken over the 19th-century Mercado Ferreira Borges. It hosts a mix of events, including concerts, art exhibitions and theatre performances, making it a cornerstone of Porto’s vibrant cultural scene.


A SLICE OF GREENERY

Presided over by the late-19th-century market hall Mercado Ferreira Borges and neoclassical Palácio da Bolsa is a small garden called Jardim do Infante Dom Henrique (map Google map) It’s named after Prince Henry the Navigator (1394–1460), a catalyst in the Age of Discovery and a pioneer of the caravel sailing ship, who braved the battering Atlantic in search of places for Portugal to colonise. A statue of him stands on a pedestal looking down on the passersby who take over the grassy fields and benches on a break from their sightseeing forays.



Sample Port & Douro Wines Wine tastings

When local vintners apply for the certification that ultimately christens their casks with the term ‘port’, they bring vials to the labs over at the Instituto dos Vinhos do Douro e do Porto (map Google map; ivdp.pt), just uphill from the river. The labs are off-limits to visitors, but you’re welcome to explore the lobby exhibits, and the attached wine shop offers DIY tastings (from €3.50). Ask for a card to use the self-service machine and pay up at the end.

If you want a glass of port with a view, head up to the Museu do Vitral (map Google map; adult/child €8/4), a small stained-glass museum with a tasting room overlooking the cathedral. For a more intimate setting, try de Lima’s, where Rafael guides you through a range of Douro wines, or let the staff at Prova take you on a journey through the whole country.


LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Budget €€ Midrange €€€ Top End
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Eating

Breakfast & Afternoon Snacks

Mercador Café €

map Google map

A cosy pit stop smack bang in the middle of one of Porto’s prettiest streets, Rua das Flores, serving all-day brunch and delicious toasties. mercadorcafe.pt; 9am-6pm Tue-Sat

Floresta Café €

map Google map

It’s first come first served at this popular brunch spot specialising in pancakes and waffles, including one with a slightly spicy, tomato-based francesinha sauce. 8.30am-4pm

Miss Pavlova €

map Google map

Chocolate and fruity pavlovas are the stars of the show at this cafe a short walk from the Igreja de São Francisco. misspavlova.pt; 9.30am-6pm

Comfort Food

Taberna dos Mercadores €€

map Google map

The chefs run a tight ship at this softly lit, bottle-lined tavern, delivering superb Portuguese grub with a smile from lunch to dinner. facebook.com/tabernamercadores; 12.30-10.30pm Tue-Sun

Cantina 32 €€

map Google map

Dishes here are ranked by how hungry you are. Order a selection of snacks to share or tuck into a hearty veal steak or shrimp stew. cantina32.com; 12.30-3pm & 6.30-10pm Mon-Sat

Petiscos

Taberna do Largo €

map Google map

This cosy tavern offers a fantastic selection of handpicked wines that pair brilliantly with platters of cod salad, cheese and cured sausages. facebook.com/tabernadolargo; 5pm-midnight Tue-Fri, noon-midnight Sat & Sun

Mercearia das Flores €

map Google map

This rustic-chic delicatessen serves all-day organic petiscos (tapas) and local brews including Camélia tea and Sovina beer. merceariadasflores.com; 12.30-9.30pm

Voltaria €

map Google map

Codfish pastel de nata and tuna profiterole are a few of the creative concoctions served at this innovative spot just off Rua das Flores. facebook.com/petisqueiravoltaria; noon-4pm & 6.30-10pm Mon, Tue & Thu-Sat

Jimão €€

map Google map

With a lovely terrace overlooking the riverfront, Jimão is the perfect spot to unwind with a glass of wine and petiscos such as garlicky gambas (prawns). 6-10pm Tue-Sat

Fine Dining

Cantinho do Avillez €€

map Google map

Rock-star chef José Avillez leads this contemporary bistro dishing out seasonal Portuguese meals with a modern touch. cantinhodoavillez.pt; 12.30-11pm


DOP €€€

map Google map

Chef Rui Paula puts a seasonal spin on DOP’s tasting menus, which range from six to 14 dishes with vegan options available. doprestaurante.pt; 7-10pm Tue-Sat

Ode Porto Wine House €€€

map Google map

Reservations are a must to snatch a seat at this slow-food hideaway just up from the riverfront highlighting ingredients from across Portugal. facebook.com/odeportowinehouse; 6.30-9.30pm Tue-Sat

Cozinha das Flores €€€

map Google map

Cookbook author and London-based chef Nuno Mendes pays homage to his Portuguese roots in this relaxing dining spot mixing traditional and new cooking techniques. cozinhadasflores.com; noon-3.30pm & 6pm-midnight

Vegetarian

daTerra €

map Google map

Porto’s shift towards lighter, super-healthy food is reflected in the brunch and buffet served at daTerra. Expect a mix of toasts, fresh-pressed juices and vegan sweets. daterra.pt; 9am-10.30pm

Seafood Treats

Bacalhau €€

map Google map

Snag a table on the terrace to gaze at the river while digging into all-Portuguese petiscos and a feast of codfish dishes. noon-10pm

A Grade €€

map Google map

No-frills tasca serving generous portions of baked octopus, braised pork cheeks and seafood rice. noon-4pm & 6-10.30pm Mon-Sat

Escama €€€

map Google map

Escama serves anything from oysters to chargrilled octopus and salted cod. escamaporto.com; 12.30-3pm & 7-10.30pm
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Drinking

Wine Bars & Tastings

de Lima’s

map Google map

Rafael talks you through the ins and outs of wine tasting and how to find Portuguese wine suited to your palate. rafaeldelima.com; €45; tastings 3pm, 6pm & 9pm

Prova

map Google map

The friendly staff explains the finer nuances of Portuguese wine at this chic stone-walled bar serving vinho by the glass, including beefy Douros, full-bodied Dãos and crisp Alentejo whites. prova.com.pt; 5pm-1am Thu-Mon

Wine Quay Bar

map Google map

Sunset is prime-time viewing on the terrace of this terrific wine bar by the Rio Douro. Sip a glass as you gaze across the river. winequaybar.com; 4-11pm Mon-Sat

Breathtaking Views

Guindalense

map Google map

This football association meets bar is the perfect spot for a round of finos (small beers) overlooking Ponte de Dom Luís I. noon-10pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri, 1pm-midnight Sat

Arco das Verdades

map Google map

A cosy wine bar with windows facing the Rio Douro, Arco das Verdades is set right in the middle of the Barredo district. arcodasverdades.pt; 2-10pm Fri-Tue


Coffee & Cocktails

Fábrica Coffee Roasters

map Google map

Freshly brewed coffee, pastries and no wi-fi make this a pleasant getaway from bustling city life. fabricacoffeeroasters.com; 9am-5pm

Curioso Cocktail Bar

map Google map

If you’re in the mood for an early drink, look no further than Curioso, which makes a mean batch of port-infused cocktails alongside its well-stocked whisky stash. curiosock.com; 5pm-1am

[image: img]
Shopping

Crafts & Homewares

Claus Porto

map Google map

In business since 1887, Claus is famous for its fragrant soaps carefully wrapped in colourful vintage packaging. clausporto.com; 10am-7pm

Loja das Tábuas

map Google map

As the name suggests, this shop specialises in quality Portuguese oak tábuas (chopping boards) in all shapes and sizes. lojadastabuas.pt; 10am-2pm & 3-7pm

Burel

map Google map

Portuguese wool gets a modern makeover at Burel’s two-floor shop selling everything from patterned blankets to purses and jackets. burelfactory.com; 10am-8pm Mon-Sat, 10.30am-7pm Sun

Zinda Atelier

map Google map

Porto-based ceramic artist Adosinda Pereira can often be seen making her latest creation at this studio in the heart of Ribeira. zindaartist.wixsite.com/zindaartist; 2.30-6.30pm Mon, Tue, Thu & Sat

Food & Wine

Loja das Conservas

map Google map

An ode to the humble tinned fish, this store is stacked to the rafters with bold, retro-wrapped cans of tuna, bacalhau (dried and salted cod) and sardines plain and spicy. 11am-7pm

Chocolataria Equador

map Google map

Pop into Equador to find beautifully packaged Portuguese chocolate bars, truffles – including a deliciously dark number with port wine – pralines, macaroons and bonbons. cacaoequador.pt; 11am-2pm & 2.30-7pm

Garrafeira Nacional

map Google map

A staple in the Portuguese capital, Garrafeira Nacional made the leap to Porto in 2024, bringing with it shelves stacked with Portuguese wine and traditional drinks such as ginjinha (cherry liqueur). garrafeiranacional.com; 10am-9pm

Cool Art

Suuuper

map Google map

Architect and interior designer Diva has curated a selection of Portugal’s top creative minds at her concept store, mixing pottery with prints and other lifestyle goods. suuuper.pt; 1-6pm Tue-Fri, 11am-6pm Sat

Squid Ink Works

map Google map

An independent shop and art collective specialising in illustrations, photography and printmaking by Porto-based artists. instagram.com/squidinkworks; 10am-5.30pm Mon-Sat





Explore

Aliados & Bolhão


This lively neighbourhood hides boutiques, old-school grocery stores, pavement cafes, and baroque churches vibrant with azulejos (painted glazed tiles) down its backstreets. This is where Porto comes to shop, eat and play, and after dark the Galerias nightlife hub entices partygoers to its speakeasy-style bars, live-music venues and sleek lounges just made for sipping cocktails. Rewind to an age of lace-gloved farewells at beautifully tiled São Bento Train Station, take in the beaux-arts buildings along Avenida dos Aliados or climb up baroque Torre dos Clérigos for expansive city views.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: ] Metro

Trindade, Aliados and São Bento (yellow line D) offer access to the neighbourhood’s main boulevards, but Bolhão (lines A, B, C, E and F) is the closest stop for Mercado do Bolhão.

[image: ] Bus

A number of bus lines converge at the northern end of Avenida dos Aliados and around Jardim da Cordoaria near Torre dos Clérigos.


THE BEST

BAROQUE TOWER Torre dos Clérigos

STATION OF TILES São Bento Train Station

FOOD MARKET Mercado do Bolhão

MAJESTIC BOOKSHOP Livraria Lello

NIGHTLIFE STRIP Galerias de Paris
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1Top Experiences

 Torre dos ClérigosA5

 Igreja dos ClérigosB5




1Experiences

1Capela das AlmasF2

2São Bento Train StationD5

3Igreja de Santo IldefonsoE5

4Mercado do BolhãoE3

5Livraria LelloA4

6Xaile d’AvóG1

7Avenida dos AliadosC4

8Galeria de ParisB4

9Plano BB4

10Casa do LivroB4

11Time Out MarketD5

12A Vida PortuguesaD5

13Look at PortoE4

14Teatro Sá da BandeiraD4

15Teatro Municipal RivoliD4

16Coliseu do PortoF4

17Teatro Nacional São JoãoE6

18Cinema BatalhaE5

19Cinema TrindadeC2

20Maus HábitosF4

21Barracuda Rock ClubD5

22Workshops Pop UpC3

23Lado BF5

24Brasão AliadosC3




5Eating

25O DiplomataB4

26Confeitaria do BolhãoE3

27Confeitaria Belo MundoF2

28CongaD3

29GazelaF6

30Café SantiagoF5

31Flor dos CongregadosD4

32Rua TapasA3

33Coupage 51A2

34TapabentoD5

35Euskalduna StudioH4

36FlowA3

37MUUC4

38Venn CanteenH3

39Nem Carne Nem PeixeC3

40Gelataria PortuenseD4

41ManteigariaE3

42Leitaria da Quinta do PaçoA4

43Florbela PâtisserieF6

44ArtistaD2




6Drinking

45Café MajesticF4

46C’almaE4

47LetrariaG3

48Cervejaria do CarmoA4

49Armazém da CervejaG4

50AduelaA3

51Café CandelabroB3

52GitoB2

53Original Eco MercadoG3

54Conceição 35B3

55InvictusB2

56Bar of SoapE2

57BaseA5

58La BohèmeB4

59TortoB3

60Royal Cocktail ClubB4




7Shopping

61A Pérola do BolhãoE3

62Casa ChinesaE3

63TourigaB4

64Comer e Chorar por MaisE3

65Coração AlecrimA3

66Lot – Labels of TomorrowB3

67Vista AlegreB5

68Louie LouieC1

69Mon Père VintageB2

70Humana VintageF3

71O’KiloF1









TOP EXPERIENCE

Clérigos


Sticking out on Porto’s skyline like a sore thumb – albeit a beautiful baroque one — the Torre dos Clérigos has become one of the city’s iconic images. The adjoining church, Igreja dos Clérigos, dates from the same time but has reinvented itself as a stage for concerts and multimedia shows.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

The Igreja dos Clérigos is free, but you’ll need to pay a fee for the immersive shows and the Torre dos Clérigos. Combined tickets can help you shave off a couple of euros.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for full opening hours and online tickets.



A Church with Character

Italian-born Nicolau Nasoni designed the Igreja dos Clérigos (map Google map) (pictured). It was his first masterpiece in a city that would eventually welcome him as one of its own, nicknaming him the architect of Porto. The church’s theatrical facade is complemented by an unusual oval nave that resembles a Fabergé egg with its dusky-pink marble walls, profusion of cherubs and gilded altar. Free organ concerts take place here every day, and in the evenings the walls turn into a canvas for the immersive multimedia show Spiritus Porto (spiritusporto.com; adult/child €10/free), which is inspired by the words of Portuguese poet Fernando Pessoa.

Soaring Views

Even if you don’t go inside the Torre dos Clérigos (adult/child €8/free), you’ll inevitably engage with it at some point, whether you’re gazing down from one of the city’s numerous viewpoints or up from Praça da Liberdade. The 76m-high structure was designed by Nicolau Nasoni in the mid-1700s. Climb its 225-step spiral staircase for phenomenal views over Porto’s spires and tiled rooftops, past the curve of the Douro and all the way to the port-wine lodges in Gaia. The tower also harbours an exhibition that chronicles the history of its architects and residents. Avoid the crowds by visiting later in the evening. Special discounts apply if you visit after 7pm, an option only available during summer and in special holiday seasons such as Christmas and Easter.

The Brotherhood

The Clérigos brotherhood established themselves in Porto in 1707, long before the church was erected. You can learn more about their story at the Museu dos Clérigos. The museum occupies areas that were formerly private, such as the safe room, the registry office and the old infirmary. Inside you’ll find a collection of items ranging from the 13th to the 20th century, including paintings, sculpture and antique furniture.


TAKE A BREAK

Drop by Base, set above Passeio dos Clérigos’ shopping gallery, to enjoy a drink overlooking the tower.





WALKING TOUR

Walk Aliados & Bolhão


Stroll from Porto’s monumental Avenida dos Aliados boulevard to the party district of Galerias de Paris. En route you’ll take in the banter of one of the city’s best old-school grocery stores, exquisite baroque and Gothic churches, a tower with a view and the majestic Lello bookshop.



START

Avenida dos Aliados (close to Aliados station)

END

Galerias de Paris

LENGTH

2.5km; 1½ hours
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1 The Grand Boulevard

Paris has the Champs Élysées and Porto has the Avenida dos Aliados, a stately boulevard built high and mighty from pale marble and granite that boasts all the beaux-arts trimmings. Its centrepiece, the câmara municipal (town hall), is topped by a 70m tower.

2 A Traditional Deli

Turn right onto Rua Formosa and you’ll be struck by one of Porto’s most ornate art nouveau shop facades at A Pérola do Bolhão. The old-school deli opened its doors in 1917 and brims with Portuguese cheeses and charcuterie, olives, nuts, dried fruit and wine. Before you get there, you’ll pass the Mercado do Bolhão, the city’s oldest food market, on your left.

3 Picturesque Chapel

On the pedestrian-only Rua de Santa Catarina, thronged with shoppers, your gaze will be drawn to the 18th-century Capela das Almas, with blue and white azulejo friezes dancing flamboyantly across its facade.

4 Central Square

Wander south to Praça da Batalha, a grand plaza home to the splendidly tiled baroque Igreja de Santo Ildefonso. Across the way, the Teatro Nacional São João, the spitting image of Paris’ Palais Garnier in miniature, demands attention, as does the art-deco Cinema Batalha.

5 Iconic Viewpoint

Head along Rua de 31 Janeiro and continue along Praça da Liberdade, dominated by an equestrian statue of a dashing Pedro IV. You’ll emerge at Nicolau Nasoni’s baroque tower, the Torre dos Clérigos. Ascend the 225-step spiral staircase for fabulous city views.

6 Majestic Bookshop

Cross Praça de Lisboa and you can’t miss Livraria Lello, a fanciful 1906 neo-Gothic bookshop at the foot of the bar-lined Galeria district. Its bewitching interior with stained-glass skylight and twisting staircase looks straight out of Harry Potter.

7 Party Strip

End the day hopping around the bars and clubs of the Galerias de Paris or continue up Rua de José Falcão for creative cocktails at Torto.



EXPERIENCES

Go Tile Hunting Tiled facades

Home to a panoply of buildings adorned with eye-popping blue-and-white tiled facades, Porto makes the perfect backdrop for a photoshoot. The best part is you don’t even need to pay for access. Stand in front of the Capela das Almas (map Google map) to take in its huge facade sporting 16,000 tiles. (Surprisingly, there are very few tiles inside the church.) Step into São Bento Train Station (map Google map) to learn about Portugal’s history, which is told in a series of panels by renowned Portuguese painter Jorge Colaço that adorn the entrance hall. Sit on the steps of the 18th-century Igreja de Santo Ildefonso (map Google map; santoildefonso.org) and look up at episodes of St Ildefonso’s life. Like those in the station, these panels were designed by Colaço. If you decide to explore inside the church, there’s an admission fee of €1.

Source Ingredients from Mercado do Bolhão Traditional market

map Google map

Dating back to the 19th century, the Mercado do Bolhão (mercadobolhao.pt) is one of the city’s oldest markets. After a four-year renovation, the market reopened in 2022 with a sleek modern look that didn’t quite appeal to everyone. But, unlike other markets that have given way to food courts, this one remains pretty authentic: florists rub shoulders with fruit and veg sellers and the newly added speciality coffee stands and stalls dishing out oysters. Meanwhile, the top floor is taken over by a handful of restaurants specialising in anything from seafood to suckling pigs to vegetarian meals. To learn more about the market’s past and its friendly producers, join a guided tour (adult/child €12/6) on Wednesday, Friday or Saturday.

Embrace the Magic at Livraria Lello Bookshop

map Google map

Even if you’re not in search of books, don’t miss Livraria Lello (livrarialello.pt), an exquisite 1906 neo-Gothic confection with a stained-glass skylight and lavishly carved plaster resembling wood. Feel magical? Its intricately wrought, curiously twisting staircase is said to be the inspiration for the ones at Hogwarts and Flourish & Blotts in the Harry Potter books, which JK Rowling partly wrote in Porto while she was working here as an English teacher from 1991 to 1993. The author never set foot in the bookstore, but fans of the saga (and bookworms in general) continue to queue up for a shot of its spellbinding interior. The €8 entry ticket can be redeemed with a purchase.


Go Thrifting at Rua de Santa Catarina Shopping street

One of the longest shopping streets in Porto, Rua de Santa Catarina has all the popular franchises (such as Zara and H&M). But among all of these are some of the city’s coolest thrifting spots. Stop by Xaile d’Avó (map Google map; xailedavo.pt) for stylish upcycled clothing; dig through O’Kilo, where items are sold by weight; or peruse one of the many outposts of Humana (humana-portugal.org) located in the vicinity, including one dedicated to vintage finds on the parallel street Rua de Alexandre Braga.

Experience the Belle Époque at Avenida dos Aliados Avenue

map Google map

Lined with bulging, beaux-arts facades and capped by the stately câmara municipal, the Avenida dos Aliados recalls grand Parisian imitators such as Buenos Aires and Budapest. The avenue’s central plaza often hosts pop-up events such as parades and concerts, and this is where the city’s big Christmas tree is planted. It’s also the official meeting point when Porto’s football team, FC Porto, takes home the prize.

Hit the Bars & Clubs at Galerias de Paris Nightlife strip

Ask a tripeiro (Porto resident) where the party is and chances are they’ll direct you towards the Galerias, the nightlife hub around Rua Galeria de Paris and Rua Cândido dos Reis. Swinging from retro to boho and from urban-cool to alternative, the bars are as busy as beehives at weekends, with the fun spilling out onto the streets. Kick off your bar crawling at La Bohème with tapas and a glass of wine, then hop into Galeria de Paris (map Google map; facebook.com/resta urantegale riadeparis), a classic spot filled with vintage knick-knacks, or head over to the Royal Cocktail Club for cocktails served from an elegant marble bar. Still up for partying? Head to Plano B (map Google map; facebook.com/pg/planobclub), where the party spreads across two floors and DJs pump out everything from electro to R&B, or seek out jazz and soul at Casa do Livro (map Google map; facebook.com/casadolivroporto), a low-lit bookstore-turned-bar.


Chiming In

At the corner of Rua de Santa Catarina and Rua de Passos Manuel you’ll find an unusual clock. Every three hours from 9am to 6pm, the clock’s bells play a melody and four figures linked with Porto emerge for a brief parade. These are: the beloved São João, celebrated during the city’s biggest summer bash; Infante Dom Henrique, the Porto-born prince who sponsored Portugal’s first maritime expeditions; local poet Almeida Garrett; and Camilo Castelo Branco, author of Amor de Perdição, a Romantic novel written when he was imprisoned at the Cadeia da Relação do Porto, which now houses the Centro Português de Fotografia.



Sample the Food Stalls at the Time Out Market Food court

Opened in May 2024, Porto’s Time Out Market (map Google map; timeoutmarket.com/porto) has taken over the back of São Bento Train Station. The popular food court that took the capital by storm a decade ago is now making its mark in the north, inviting local chefs such as Vasco Coelho Santos – from acclaimed Michelin-star restaurant Euskalduna Studio – and Ricardo Costa (at the helm of the Yeatman, a Vila Nova de Gaia classic that holds two Michelin stars) to curate the stalls. A spaceship-like panoramic tower designed by Porto architect Souto de Moura has a wine bar on top and the shop A Vida Portuguesa (map Google map) at the bottom. The latter is the perfect spot to stock up on traditional Portuguese souvenirs, including beloved brands such as Claus.

Take a Virtual Flight Through Porto 5D cinema

map Google map

Take off on a virtual flight over the city at the Look at Porto 5D cinema (lookatporto.pt; adult/child €9/6). You’ll capture angles never seen at ground level, with added special effects such as motion seats, water spray and different aromas bringing the city to life. It’s a fun sensory attraction and a sure-fire winner with families.

Enjoy a Cultural Night Out Theatres & cinemas

Whether you’re looking for a quiet cinema session, a grand theatre performance or a live concert, this part of town has plenty of options for a cultural evening. The city’s oldest theatre, the Teatro Sá da Bandeira (map Google map; teatrosadabandeira.pt), has been around since 1846 and still hosts shows to this day (mostly comedy). But there’s more out there, from the art-deco–style Teatro Municipal Rivoli (map Google map; teatromunicipaldoporto.pt) and Coliseu do Porto (map Google map; coliseu.pt), which host major gigs and dance productions, to the neoclassical Teatro Nacional São João (map Google map; tnsj.pt) that stages classic pieces by the likes of Arthur Miller. If it’s cinema you’re after, head over to Cinema Batalha (map Google map; batalhacentrodecinema.pt) or Cinema Trindade (map ; cinematrindade.pt). And if you want to catch more alternative gigs, check out the calendar at Maus Hábitos (map Google map; maushabitos.com) or Barracuda Rock Club (map Google map; facebook.com/Barracudaclubederoque).


BEST CULINARY EXPERIENCES

Workshops Pop Up

map Google map

Three-hour cookery workshops (workshops-popup.com; €55) are followed by lunch or dinner with wine pairing.

Taste Porto

On these superb downtown food tours (tasteporto.com; from €69) you’ll sample everything from Porto’s best roast-pork sandwich to éclairs, wines, cheeses and coffee.

Gazela

This place has been dishing out cachorrinho (Porto’s take on the hot dog) to hungry crowds since 1962.

Café Santiago

Layers of meat squished inside slices of bread drenched with melted cheese and a thick tomato sauce: that’s the francesinha, Porto’s staple sandwich. Café Santiago is a mainstay, but Lado B (map Google map) and Brasão Aliados (map Google map) are also recommended.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Budget €€ Midrange €€€ Top End
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Eating

Breakfast & Brunch

OO Diplomata €

map Google map

Pancake heaven, with sweet and savoury toppings, plus savoury salads, toasties, açai bowls and fresh juices. facebook.com/odiplomatabar; 9am-7pm Tue-Sat, to 3.30pm Sun

Confeitaria do Bolhão €

map Google map

Hunker down for a traditional Portuguese breakfast at this century-old cafe opposite the Mercado do Bolhão. confeitariadobolhao.com; 6am-8pm Mon-Fri, 7am-7pm Sat

Confeitaria Belo Mundo €

map Google map

Lanche (sweet brioche bread) stuffed with ham and cheese or vegetables is the speciality here. 7am-8pm Mon-Sat

Traditional Joints

Conga €

map Google map

Head here for juicy bifanas (pork steak sandwiches cooked in a simmering spicy sauce). 11.30am-10pm Mon-Sat

Gazela €

map Google map

Famous for its cachorrinho, a hot dog served in a toasted baguette cut into small pieces. cervejariagazela.pt; noon-10.30pm Mon-Sat

Café Santiago €

map Google map

Porto’s staple dish, francesinha, comes in full and half portions at this classic joint. cafesantiago.pt; noon-10.45pm Mon-Sat

Flor dos Congregados €€

map Google map

The smell of roast pork tenderloin will lure you into this cosy tavern specialising in Portuguese fare. flordoscongregados.pt; noon-3pm & 7-10pm Thu-Sat, 7-10pm Mon-Wed

Petiscos

Rua Tapas €

map Google map

With live music every night, this tapas spot is great for a late-night snack and cocktails with friends. ruatapas.com; 7.30pm-midnight

Coupage 51 €

map Google map

It may be small, but it’s worth squeezing inside – even for a seat at the counter – to enjoy a round of delicious Mediterranean-style petiscos (tapas). instagram.com/coupage51; 6pm-midnight Thu-Tue

Tapabento €

map Google map

Stone walls, bright prints and cheek-by-jowl tables set the scene for outstanding tapas and Douro wines. Sharing is the way to go. tapabento.com; noon-3pm & 7-10pm Wed-Sun

Fine Dining

Euskalduna Studio €€€

map Google map

Just 16 lucky diners get to sample Vasco Coelho Santos’ stunning 10-course menus that allow flavours and textures to shine. euskaldunastudio.pt; 7-8.30pm Tue-Thu, 1-3pm & 7-8.30pm Fri & Sat


Flow €€

map Google map

Huge wicker lamps cast flattering light onto the brick-walled dining room of this stylishly converted neo-Moorish building serving delicious Med-inspired dishes. flowrestaurant.pt; 7pm-midnight Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat

MUU €€€

map Google map

Homemade Scotch eggs and creamy burrata prelude the main act: a garlic-rubbed rib-eye, say, or tender Black Angus steak. muusteakhouse.com; 6pm-midnight

Vegan & Vegetarian

Venn Canteen €

map Google map

Choose from a bento-box-style lunch on Saturdays or pick from a range of all-vegan dishes to share. 7-10pm Mon-Fri, noon-3pm & 7-11pm Sat

Nem Carne Nem Peixe €€

map Google map

Plant-based dishes inspired by Portuguese cuisine include a take on Porto’s traditional tripe stew switched up with white beans and oyster mushrooms. ncnp.pt/en; noon-3pm & 7pm-midnight Mon-Sat

Sweet Treats

Gelataria Portuense €

map Google map

Ana is the gelato queen at this parlour, serving scoops from dark chocolate to port wine, Earl Grey and lime. gelatariaportuense.pt; noon-midnight

Manteigaria €

map Google map

This bakery rolls out the city’s finest pastéis de nata (custard tarts), served oven warm. You can watch the bakers do their thing in the kitchen. manteigaria.com; 8am-9pm Mon-Sat, to 8pm Sun

Leitaria da Quinta do Paço €

map Google map

Since 1920 this cafe-patisserie has served feather-light éclairs in myriad flavours, from lemon to caramel to dark chocolate. leitariadaquintadopaco.com; 9am-8pm

Florbela Pâtisserie €

map Google map

Savour French-style pastries under a ceiling of floating books at this literary-themed cafe inside the Torel Palace hotel. florbela.com.pt; 11.30am-11pm

[image: img]
Drinking

Coffee Break

Artista

map Google map

Two friends run this colourful coffeehouse serving affordable lattes and cold brews alongside innovative sweet combos such as French toast with miso caramel. instagram.com/artistacoffeeporto; 10am-5pm Tue-Sat

Café Majestic

map Google map

It’s a little bit pricey and rammed with tourists, but you should at least have a drink here so you can gawp at the cafe’s beaux-arts interior. cafemajestic.com; 9am-11pm Mon-Sat

C’alma

map Google map

With windows facing the streets, this speciality coffee shop is the perfect stop for people-watching. The brownie is pretty good too. instagram.com/calma_coffee_room; 10am-6pm Mon-Sat


Craft Beer

Letraria

map Google map

With an uber-chilled beer garden, Letraria has around 20 brews on tap, with more than half dedicated to the Portuguese brand Letra. cervejaletra.pt; 4pm-midnight Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat

Cervejaria do Carmo

map Google map

With around 100 types of beer, you won’t go thirsty at this boutique watering hole. carmocraftbeer.com; 4pm-midnight Mon-Thu, 2pm-2am Fri & Sat

Armazém da Cerveja

map Google map

Taps have 70 brews on offer, tripping the globe from Belgium to the States. 4pm-midnight Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat

Wine Bars

Aduela

map Google map

This is where friends gather to converse over wine and appetising petiscos. noon-3pm & 7pm-midnight Tue-Sat, noon-3pm Sun, kitchen closes 10.30pm

Candelabro

map Google map

Cool cafe-bar in a former bookstore with a boho crowd, a retro vibe and big windows opening out to the street. cafecandelabro.com; noon-2am Tue-Sat, 5pm-midnight Sun, 1pm-2am Mon

Gito

map Google map

Natural wine takes centre stage here, from up-and-coming Portuguese producers to Spanish, French and German. instagram.com/gitowine; 5-11pm

Original Eco Mercado

map Google map

Simple but delicious tapas are the perfect pairing with Portuguese low-intervention wines by the likes of Niepoort and João Pato. originalecomercado.com; 4-11pm Tue-Sat

Gay Bars

Conceição 35

map Google map

This intimate, dimly lit gastropub is a great port of call for a cocktail and some tapas. facebook.com/barconceicao35; 5pm-2am Tue-Sat

Invictus

map Google map

Drag shows take over the stage every weekend at this laid-back spot along Rua da Conceição. instagram.com/invictusbarporto; 11pm-3am Wed-Sun

Bar of Soap

map Google map

Bingo nights and drag shows are a common occurrence at this inclusive queer bar. instagram.com/barofsoapporto; 6pm-1am

Late-Night Haunts

Base

map Google map

One of Porto’s coolest open-air bars, perched amid the olive trees of the Passeio dos Clérigos urban park. baseporto.com; 10am-1am Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat

La Bohème

map Google map

One of the most stylish, intimate bars on Rua Galeria de Paris, La Bohème is a nicely chilled choice for pairing fine wines with petiscos. 6pm-2am Mon-Fri, to 4am Sat

Torto

map Google map

Hidden inside a striking neo-Moorish building, this unassuming spot serves some of the best cocktails in town. instagram.com/torto.porto; 7pm-2am Sun-Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat

Royal Cocktail Club

map Google map

For a classy cocktail amid the bustling Galerias de Paris, head to this corner spot featured in the World’s Best Bars. facebook.com/theroyalcocktailclub; 7pm-2am Sun-Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat
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Shopping

Gourmet Treats

A Pérola do Bolhão

map Google map

Old-school deli A Pérola do Bolhão sports Porto’s most striking Art Nouveau facade and is stacked to the rafters with port, smoked sausages and pungent mountain cheeses. 9am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 1pm Sat

Casa Chinesa

map Google map

This delightfully old-fashioned emporium is crammed with traditional Portuguese products including sardines, sausages, dried cod and octopus, broa de Avintes (dense corn and rye flatbread) and piri-piri chilli peppers. 9am-7pm Mon-Sat, closed 1-2pm Sat

Touriga

map Google map

Run with passion and precision by David Ferreira, this fabulous wine shop is a trove of well- and lesser-known ports and wines, many from small producers. touriga.pt; 11am-1.30pm & 2.30-7.30pm

Comer e Chorar por Mais

map Google map

Mouthwatering cheeses and sausages from all over the country fill the shelves of this century-old gourmet store. comerechorarpormais.com; 9am-7pm Mon-Sat

Fashion & Homewares

Coração Alecrim

map Google map

Browse a curated collection of sustainable clothing and Portuguese home goods before settling down at the store’s Japanese cafe. coracaoalecrim.com; 11am-7pm Mon-Sat

Lot – Labels of Tomorrow

map Google map

A concept store highlighting independent Portuguese designers such as Isto and Sanjo. thefeetingroom.com; 10am-7pm

Vista Alegre

map Google map

Vista Alegre has been doing the finest line in Portuguese porcelain since 1824, with pieces ranging from minimalist to those emblazoned with naturalistic motifs. vistaalegre.com; 10am-8pm

Secondhand Goods

Louie Louie

map Google map

Well stocked with vinyl and secondhand CDs, this record store covers everything from fado to reggae and punk tunes. louielouie.pt; 10.30am-1.30pm & 2.30-7pm Mon-Sat

Mon Père Vintage

map Google map

Bring cash and prepare to browse through a collection of shades, vintage creepers and flowy dresses. instagram.com/monperevintage; 10.30am-7pm Mon-Sat

Humana Vintage

map Google map

Part of the Humana chain, this shop opposite the Mercado do Bolhão is all about vintage finds such as ski-style jackets and flowery shirts. humana-portugal.org; 10am-8pm

O’Kilo

map Google map

Secondhand clothes are sold by the kilo at this two-floor shop along Rua de Santa Catarina. instagram.com/okilo_portugal; 10am-7pm Tue-Sat





WORTH A TRIP

Bonfim


Centred on Porto’s Fine Arts University, Bonfim is where the city’s creative crew meets. You’ll find them working in their ateliers or chatting over coffee and wine at one of the neighbourhood haunts. Come to catch the latest exhibit, hit the flea market or share a toast.



map
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PLANNING TIP

You can reach Bonfim via three metro stops: Campo 24 de Agosto, Heroísmo and Marquês. Marquês is on the yellow line D only, but the rest are connected by multiple lines.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to find the latest events at Mouco.



Meet the Artists

Head to Senhora Presidenta to find a collection of cool prints or peruse one of the many ceramic ateliers: Nü Coworking, Brâmica and Gira Terra Oficina de Artes all offer pottery lessons. Gazete Azulejos (gazeteazulejos.com; €35) offers tile-painting workshops based on a catalogue of Porto’s facades, some of which have since been demolished. Participants can paint two tiles using a variety of techniques and pick them up the next day after firing. If you happen to be around in June, you might catch the Feira da Alegria (instagram.com/feiradalegria), the Fine Arts University showcase. And if you’re looking for concerts and community meetups, the music-themed Mouco Hotel may be your jam.

Visit the Sights

The Casa Museu Fernando de Castro (museusemonumentos.pt/en; guided tours in Portuguese only; €5) is the eccentric Art Nouveau home of a Portuguese caricaturist, and the Casa de São Roque (casasroque.art; adult/child €8/free) houses a contemporary art gallery, wine bar and bookshop, and is situated in the lovely Parque de São Roque (pictured). Football fans will enjoy a visit to the Estádio do Dragão (fcporto.pt; adult/child €20/10), the grounds of Porto’s iconic soccer team, FC Porto. At sunset, head down to Miradouro das Fontaínhas, the heart of the party around São João.
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Get Thrifting

Every Saturday morning locals gather around Avenida 25 de Abril to catch Feira da Vandoma. The city’s flea market is the go-to place for second-hand goods. But there’s more places to browse throughout the week. Head to Retro City and Mão Esquerda to jazz up your wardrobe, or look out for antique furniture at Do Arco da Belha.

Coffee, Kombucha & Baked Goods

Portugal’s first kombucha is produced right in the heart of Bonfim. You can sample a whole range of kombucha on tap at Aquela Kombucha Taproom. Prefer coffee? Combi and Von & Vonnie roast their own beans, but you can also find speciality coffee at Dona Mira and Odete Bakery, which makes delicious vegan treats too. Speaking of baked goods Brites has got a good range of French and Scandinavian-style pastries, while Doce Alto and Pastelaria Vale Doce deliver your staple toasts and pastéis de nata.

Night Haunts

Feel like sticking around for dinner? Head to Trama for local wine paired with snacks like the mouth-watering octopus skewer or try the spicy margarita and oven-baked pizzas at Terraplana. Then continue the night at Fiasco flicking through records or sample a range of cocktails at Meridians & Parallels.


SANDWICH BREAK

Stop by Casa dos Presuntos for a delicious cured ham sandwich or hop into O Astro for a bifana (pork steak simmered in a spicy sauce).







Explore

Miragaia


Sloping down to the river’s edge, its brightly painted, laundry-strung houses pasted picturesquely to the hillside, Miragaia is a delight for a serendipitous wander. Besides a handful of sights and the art-crammed Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis, the real appeal here is strolling labyrinthine lanes to sky-high viewpoints, time-warp bars and family-run tascas (taverns) in the old Jewish quarter, Vitória. History awaits around every corner, from the political prison turned photography gallery to a house camouflaged between churches that hosted secret meetings in wartime. And if you listen closely, you may even hear a fadista pouring their heart out in the pantries of a 16th-century church.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings



Getting Around

[image: ] Metro

São Bento and Aliados on the yellow line D are the best stops if you’re going to the Centro Português da Fotografia and the Igreja do Carmo, which are about a 10-minute walk from either station.

[image: ] Tram

Tram 18 stops relatively near the Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis. The closest stop is Viriato.

[image: ] Bus

Several buses run through the neighbourhood, with 200, 201, 207 and 208 stopping near the major attractions.


THE BEST

ART MUSEUM Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis

PHOTOGRAPHY GALLERY Centro Português de Fotografia

CHURCH MAZE Igreja do Carmo

JEWISH DISTRICT Rua de São Bento da Vitória

TILE BANK Banco de Materiais
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1Top Experiences

 Centro Português de FotografiaE6

 Museu Nacional Soares dos ReisB4

 Igreja do CarmoD4

 Igreja dos CarmelitasD4




1Experiences

1Rua de São Bento da VitóriaE6

2Igreja de Nossa Senhora da VitóriaE7

3Igreja de São Pedro de MiragaiaC7

4Igreja de São João NovoD8

5Museu das MarionetasD7

6Teatro Marionetas do PortoD7

7Mercado Porto BeloE3

8Cooperativa ÁrvoreC6

9Jardim da CordoariaD5

10AlfândegaB7

11Museu dos TransportesB7

12O FadoD7

13A Casa do FadoD8

14Casa do Vinho VerdeA5

15Banco de MateriaisE3

16World of DiscoveriesB6




5Eating

17ÉpocaB3

18Noshi CoffeeD4

19Zenith Brunch & CocktailsE3

20Porta 4D7

21A SandeiraF5

22Casa ExpressoE3

23Taberna d’ÁvoE6

24Taberna Santo AntónioD7

25O CaraçasD7

26IntrigoD8

27MistuD8




6Drinking

28Capela IncomumD3

29BoscoC6

30Rooftop FloresE6

31MirajazzD8

32EspigaC3

33Pinguim CaféD7

34Gato VadioB1

35CatraioD1

36Musa das VirtudesC6




7Shopping

37Garrafeira do CarmoD4

38Escovaria de BelomonteE7

39Padaria Águas FurtadasE6









TOP EXPERIENCE

Centro Português de Fotografia


Standing sentinel at the edge of Porto’s former Jewish quarter, this muscular edifice, built in 1767, was both a prison and a court of appeal in former lives. Nowadays it makes an eerie, highly atmospheric backdrop for rotating photography exhibitions, many with a thought-provoking slant.



map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Entry is free, so you can come and go as you please.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to keep up with the latest exhibits.



Architecture & History

You can sense the weight of history as you wander through the complex. The former cells, including one where prominent 19th-century Portuguese writer Camilo Castelo Branco was holed up from 1860 to 1861 (adultery was his crime, for the record), are now given over to exhibitions. But the photographs of one-time inmates are a nod to the building’s grim past, as are the impenetrable walls and metal grilles.

Photography Exhibitions

The centre hosts a number of exhibitions each year, focusing on everything from portraiture to provocative themes, the abstract to the landscape. Exhibitions centring on subjects such as abandonment and ruined buildings, war-torn landscapes and the unpublished photographs of Frida Kahlo have recently featured.

Camera Collection

A blast from a sepia-tinted past, the permanent collection of old cameras in the top-floor museum harks back to the early beginnings of photography. In an Instagram age, it’s a reminder of how laborious photography once was. Fans are in their element taking in Kodak detective cameras, early-20th-century Brownies, Century, Varsity and Goldy wonders, early 1930s SLRs and more.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis


When Napoleon’s troops fled Porto, the Duke of Wellington established himself at the neoclassical Palácio dos Carrancas. The building later became Portugal’s first public art museum and now features a stellar collection of 19th-century sculpture by António Soares dos Reis alongside paintings and decorative arts.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Allow at least two hours to wander through the museum’s numerous rooms, which are spread across two floors.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for full opening hours and online tickets.



António Soares dos Reis Gallery

The museum prides itself on its works by lauded 19th-century Portuguese sculptor António Soares dos Reis. Top billing goes to O Desterrado (The Exiled), which is considered the apogee of Portuguese sculpture. Hewn from Carrara marble in Rome in 1872, this man with a wistful gaze was inspired by a poem about exile by Alexandre Herculano called Tristezas do Desterro. The figure embodies the essence of saudade, a feeling cherished by the Portuguese. It evokes a deep sense of longing and nostalgia, reflecting the desire to return home after being away for a long time.

Sculpture Collection

Soares dos Reis’ sculptures share the limelight with other notable works by 19th- and 20th-century Portuguese masters. Among them are the pensive Childhood of Cain (1890) by António Teixeira Lopes, Augusto Santo’s Ismael (1889) and Diogo de Macedo’s bronze Boy’s Head (1927). Much older is the 3rd-century-BCE Roman sarcophagus, embellished with a frieze that alludes to the four seasons.

Painting Collection

The painting collection takes you on a chronological tour through 2500 pieces from the 16th to the 20th centuries, honing in on Portuguese, Dutch and Flemish portraiture, landscapes and religious works. Romanticism and naturalism predominate. Star works to look out for include Francisco Vieira’s evocative Flight of Margaret of Anjou, Joaquim Vitorino Ribeiro’s serene Christian Martyr and Henrique Pousão’s chiaroscuro Lady in Black. There are also contemporary highlights such as Eduardo Viana’s post-impressionist Ponte de D.Maria, depicting the namesake bridge with a steam train chugging along its tracks.

Decorative Arts

The 2nd floor showcases decorative arts. Besides fine examples of 17th-century Portuguese faience and 18th-century Chinese porcelain, you’ll find intricate 19th-century glassware by Vista Alegre, jewellery (from Iron Age pieces to delicate 18th-century Portuguese filigree creations) and 17th-century Namban screens that vividly portray the arrival of Portuguese colonisers on Japanese shores.


QUICK BREAK

Head around the corner to Scandicool Época for a cup of coffee or a light lunch.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Igreja do Carmo & Igreja dos Carmelitas


The blue-and-white-tiled facade of the Igreja do Carmo will be the first thing that catches your eye, but this church and the Igreja dos Carmelitas next door hide many other quirks, from gilded altars to noble halls and places for secret rendezvous.



map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The Igreja dos Carmelitas is free, but you’ll need to pay to enter the Igreja do Carmo (€5). Factor in enough time to wander through the many rooms.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for schedules and contact details.



Carmelite Church

Said to be one of Italian master architect Nicolau Nasoni’s many projects, the 17th-century Igreja dos Carmelitas (map Google map) has a modest classical facade but hides a lavishly gilded interior typical of the baroque era.

Safe House

Sandwiched between the Igreja dos Carmelitas and the Igreja do Carmo is a 1m-wide house that is by all accounts Porto’s narrowest dwelling. From the outside Casa Escondida (Hidden House) seemingly blends with the two stone churches. Perhaps that’s why it was chosen for secret gatherings during the French invasion and Porto’s Civil War. It’s part of the Igreja do Carmo’s tour circuit.

A Maze of Rooms

A prime example of rococo architecture, the Igreja do Carmo is more than just a church. Stairs take you up and down to numerous rooms, including the catacombs, where you’ll find the bones of former Carmelite brothers (there’s a quick warning before you reach it); the rich great hall, adorned with 18th-century tiles; the vestments room; a quaint antique library; and a crucifix hall that leads straight into a balcony overlooking the church’s ornate interior below.



WALKING TOUR

Walk Around Miragaia


In this neighbourhood walk you’ll absorb the area’s iconic tile collection, browse exhibits of painting and photography and wander into Porto’s old Jewish district. Round off your tour of the neighbourhood by sitting back to witness the sunset.



START

Praça de Carlos Alberto (near Aliados metro station)

END

Jardim das Virtudes

LENGTH

2km; one hour
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1 Artsy Square

Start at Praça de Carlos Alberto, the setting for Miragaia’s weekly arts and crafts market, the Mercado Porto Belo. Even if it’s not Saturday, you should pop by to visit Banco de Materiais, a pioneering materials bank and gallery displaying a collection of the city’s iconic tiles.

2 More than a Church

Continue gazing at azulejos (painted glazed tiles) at the Igreja do Carmo, whose facade is covered in blue-and-white mosaics paying tribute to Nossa Senhora (Our Lady). Step inside to discover the interior of Porto’s narrowest house and see a collection of vestments and silverware and the eerie catacombs.

3 Masterpieces for All

Named after a renowned Portuguese sculptor, the Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis was Portugal’s first public art museum. It holds a remarkable collection of sculpture as well as Portuguese ceramics, antique furniture and more than 2000 paintings from the Romantic period to the 20th century.

4 On Camera

A 10-minute walk from the museum is the Centro Português de Fotografia, a political prison turned photography gallery. This is where writer Camilo Castelo Branco was sentenced to jail for committing adultery. A somewhat controversial statue stands outside the centre depicting the novelist with a naked woman.

5 The Jewish District

Make your way down Rua de São Bento da Vitória, the beating heart of Porto’s old Jewish quarter. Keep your eyes peeled for traces of Jewish heritage, like the sign in front of the former monastery Mosteiro de São Bento da Vitória apologising for the expulsion of the Jews following the Portuguese Inquisition.

6 Sunset Views

Take in the sights from the Miradouro da Vitória, then meander back uphill to catch the sunset at Jardim das Virtudes. Find a shady spot under the trees to drink in the far-reaching views across the city, which stretch over the rooftops, down to the river and up to the port lodges in Vila Nova de Gaia.



EXPERIENCES

Tour Porto’s Last Jewish District Historic neighbourhood

Until 1386 there were several judiarias (Jewish districts) in Porto, but in that year João I issued a decree to move all Jews to the Olival district, which was accessed via the Escadas da Esnoga, now known as the Escadas da Vitória. The Igreja de Nossa Senhora da Vitória is said to occupy the site of the former synagogue, and the streets Rua de São Bento da Vitória (map Google map) and Rua de São Miguel were the district’s central hub. Portoalities (portoalities.com; from €89) and Living Tours (livingtours.com; adult/child €25/15) both organise private tours that take you through the history of the city’s Jewish community.

Explore the Churches of Miragaia Churches

The Igreja do Carmo and Igreja dos Carmelitas may get the spotlight, but Miragaia has a few other churches worth a visit. There’s the Igreja de Nossa Senhora da Vitória (map Google map), a baroque-style church housing a Virgin Mary carved by famed Portuguese sculptor Soares dos Reis; the Igreja de São Pedro de Miragaia (map Google map) with its stunning blue-and-white facade and profusion of intricate gilded woodcarvings; and the Igreja de São João Novo (map Google map), a medieval church between fado houses.

Hit the Miradouros Viewpoints

If you’re walking along Rua de Belomonte and see some stairs, take them: you’ll wind up at the Miradouro da Vitória, a laid-back viewpoint overlooking Porto’s cathedral and the Mosteiro da Serra do Pilar across the river. If you’d rather skip the steps, you can reach it from the top via Rua de São Bento da Vitória, the heart of the city’s old Jewish district. For a more lively atmosphere, head to Jardim das Virtudes, where young locals often gather to catch the sunset over a bottle of beer.

Play with Puppets at the Museu das Marionetas Museum

Porto’s Museu das Marionetas (map Google map; marionetasdoporto.pt; adult/child €3.50/2.50) turns the spotlight on the remarkable puppet creations that have taken to the stage at the Teatro Marionetas do Porto (map Google map) across the street over the past three decades. Rotating exhibitions present marionettes from productions such as Macbeth, Faust and Cinderella. A sure-fire hit with the kids (but not only aimed at children), this puppet theatre specialises in shows that range from family-friendly productions, such as Alice in Wonderland, to nonviolent political theatre.


Flock to Mercado Porto Belo on Saturday Street market

map Google map

Head to Praça de Carlos Alberto between 10am and 6pm on Saturday to catch the weekly street market. The Mercado Porto Belo (mercadoportobelo.pt) offers the perfect chance to engage with local creatives while browsing through a selection of vintage clothing, books, handmade crafts and cool prints. Check its socials to see who’s popping up at the next edition. You may even come away with a bag of organic goodies from one of the fresh-fruit stalls.

Admire the Exhibits at Cooperativa Árvore Art gallery

Before you hunker down at Jardim das Virtudes , stop in at Cooperativa Árvore (map Google map; arvorecoop.pt), a combined art gallery, shop and restaurant. Wander through the latest exhibit, being sure to take a moment to capture the views from the gallery’s balconies, then browse colourful prints by local artists and ceramics signed by award-winning architect Siza Vieira.

Stroll Through Jardim da Cordoaria Garden

map Google map

Surrounded by the Centro Português de Fotografia and the Torre dos Clérigos, this pleasantly leafy park is a great spot to unwind after a day of sightseeing. The garden gets its name from the former cordoaria (rope factory) that stood here in the 16th century. However, it was only in the late 1860s that it gained its current layout, inspired by the Jardins do Palácio de Cristal. built a few years before. Take a stroll along the Alameda dos Plátanos, a boulevard lined with huge plane trees; spot the tram wending its way through the gardens; and admire the collection of sculptures dotted around, depicting writers including Ramalho Ortigão and António Nobre. More modern additions include Juan Muñoz’ bronze laughing figures and Dirk Lamote’s The Escape, featuring a man emerging from the lake. It’s one of three sculptures added in 2024 to celebrate Portugal’s ties with Belgium.

Discover Porto’s Industrial History Museum

It’s hard to imagine the intense traffic that once crossed the Alfândega (map Google map), Porto’s old customs house. Large ships docked here and the goods were unloaded with a crane (nicknamed the giraffe) that still sits here today. A visit to the interior reveals memories of the workers’ day-to-day lives, with relics including counting machines, scales and stamps. Look out for the confiscated guitar used to smuggle olive oil when prices went through the roof. There is also a large-scale study of Júlio Resende’s Ribeira Negra panel on display. Part of the building has been converted into the Museu dos Transportes (map Google map; amtc.pt; car exhibit €3, otherwise free), a museum showcasing vehicles that transported Portugal’s former presidents and even Elizabeth II back in 1985. Another section is taken over by the Centro de Congressos (ccalfandegaporto.com), which hosts a variety of events throughout the year, including Porto’s Coffee Market (portocoffeeweek.pt/en/coffee-market) and immersive multimedia shows that fill the walls with images of Egyptian pharaohs, Monet’s waterlilies and historical Porto figures.

Catch a Fado Show Fado houses

Porto has no homegrown tradition of fado (Portuguese melancholic song), but you can enjoy the Lisbon or Coimbra version of the ‘Portugal blues’ in a couple of places around Miragaia. Family-owned O Fado (map Google map; closed Sunday) combines traditional meals with a show that will set you back around €50 (for drinks and a main meal), slightly more if you opt for the four-course tasting menu. Meanwhile, A Casa do Fado (map Google map; acasadofado.com; €19) offers intimate fado concerts in a 16th-century stone room set inside the old pantries of the Igreja de São João Novo. No meal is included, but you get to sip a glass of port instead.

Taste Green Wine at Casa do Vinho Verde Wine tasting

map Google map

Porto sits just about in the middle of the vinho verde (green wine) region. You can find examples in most bars in town, but if you want to learn more about what makes this young wine so special, head to the Casa do Vinho Verde (portal.vinhoverde.pt) inside the 19th-century Palacete Silva Monteiro. The green wine commission headquarters is open to visitors on Saturdays only from 2.30pm to 6.30pm. An hour-long English tour (5.30pm; €5) takes you through the historic building and finishes with a tasting of two green wines in the gardens. Reservations are a must.

Capture the Soul of Porto at Banco de Materiais Museums

map Google map

At first sight, the Banco de Materiais (free) may look like a museum, but it’s much more than that. This local project financed by the city council is responsible for safeguarding decorative elements that characterise Porto’s architecture. There’s an endless supply of tiles, of course, but also street signs, stucco pieces and ironwork taken from buildings that were either falling apart or in line to be demolished. They’re not just here for display: the goal is to give these pieces back to the city. If you own an old property in Porto and you’re missing a few azulejos, for instance, you can come here to get a free stock of tiles to help renovate your facade.

Sample the Latest Brews at Porto’s Beer Fest Festival

Around June the green areas surrounding the Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis turn into a beer garden to welcome the Porto Beer Fest (portobeerfest.pt). Fifty or so brewers set up stalls across the grass to promote craft beers from all over the world. Pick up a refillable cup by the entrance and sample your way through a range of lagers, IPAs and stouts. You can even bring your pet along for the ride.


Porto’s Tripeiros

Spend any length of time in Porto, and you’ll notice that locals affectionately refer to each other as tripeiros (literally, ‘tripe sellers/eaters’). But why? Some say it comes from the Age of Discovery, while others swear the name has its roots in the Portuguese Civil War (1828–34), when all the good meat went to the soldiers and nothing but tripe was left for the residents. Tripe still stars on many restaurant menus in the form of tripas à moda do Porto, a hearty tripe, vegetable and white-bean stew seasoned with bay leaves, lemon, garlic and coriander and mopped up with crusty bread.



Travel Back to the Age of Exploration Theme park

map Google map

An unlikely homage to the Age of Exploration, the World of Discoveries (worldofdiscoveries.com; adult/child €17/11) is less a museum and more a theme park. It’s geared to families, with interactive exhibits taking visitors through the period from the 14th century to the 16th century when the Portuguese ruled the colonial waves. A swashbuckling boat ride recreates scenes of the seafaring life, but little is said of the tragic consequences of this era. The voyages expanded Portugal’s territory but also resulted in the exploitation, displacement and devastation of indigenous populations, a legacy that has yet to be fully acknowledged.


LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Budget €€ Midrange €€€ Top End
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Eating

Breakfast & Brunch

Época €

map Google map

As well as coffee, Época caters to the vegan and vegetarian market with its rotating menu of veggie-friendly dishes. 10am-3pm Mon-Fri

Noshi Coffee €

map Google map

Choose from a range of delicious open toasties or croissants and pancakes to kick off the day. coffee.noshi.pt; 9am-7pm

Zenith €

map Google map

Tuck into eggs Benedict or smashed avocado and crumbed poached eggs at this brunch spot. zenithcaffe.pt; 8am-6pm

Sandwiches & Petiscos

Porta 4 €€

map Google map

This cosy tavern turns out bang-on-the-money petiscos (tapas), from Portobello mushrooms with goat cheese to crispy pork belly with pepper polenta. 7.30pm-midnight Mon-Sat

A Sandeira €

map Google map

Boho-flavoured and lit by fairy lights, A Sandeira is a great bolthole for soup, a salad or a sandwich. 10am-5pm Mon-Sat

Casa Expresso €

map Google map

Juicy sandes de rojões (pork sandwiches) and pork schnitzels draw the crowds to this affordable tasca. 9am-10.30pm Mon-Sat

Tascas

Taberna d’Avó €€

map Google map

Homemade dishes such as petinga frita (little fried sardines) and polvo com molho verde (octopus salad with green sauce). noon-3pm & 7-10pm Tue-Sat

Taberna Santo António €

map Google map

Simple Portuguese fare such as roasted ham shank and cod patties are often included in Santo António’s daily menu. noon-3pm & 7-10pm Tue-Sat, to 3.30pm Sun

Dining with a View

O Caraças €

map Google map

There’s no menu per se, but generous helpings of market-fresh Portuguese soul food often feature. noon-2.30pm & 7.30-10pm Mon, Thu & Fri, noon-2.30pm Tue & Wed

Intrigo €€

map Google map

Enjoy sensational views over the rooftops from the terrace of this tucked-away cafe serving its own riff on Portuguese flavours. 1-11pm Thu-Mon

East Meets West

Mistu €€

map Google map

Asia meets South America at this stylish spot mixing the likes of ceviche with Thai-style prawns and dulce de leche fondant. 7pm-midnight Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat
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Drinking

Wine & Cocktails

Capela Incomum

map Google map

A chapel turned wine bar where you can sample Portuguese wines and small nibbles. 4-11pm Mon-Wed, to midnight Thu-Sat

Bosco

map Google map

After viewing the upstairs gallery, drop down to the gardens for wine or cocktails. bosco.pt; 2-9.30pm Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat

Rooftop Flores

map Google map

Port-based cocktails and refreshing jugs of sangria on the roof. restaurantes.wow.pt/rooftop-flores; noon-8pm Wed-Sun

Live Music & Events

Mirajazz

map Google map

Sunset is prime time to sip a porto tónico or a glass of well-chosen Portuguese wine at this bar meets jazz venue. 11am-10pm

Espiga

map Google map

This cafe-bar-gallery hosts exhibitions, and workshops. facebook.com/espigagaleriabar; 7-11pm Thu-Sat

Pinguim Café

map Google map

An intimate backdrop for plays, film screenings, poetry readings and exhibitions of local art. facebook.com/PinguimCafe; 8pm-2am Mon & Wed-Sat

Gato Vadio

map Google map

Located behind a bookshop, this artistic cafe-bar hosts film screenings, readings and occasional dinner parties. gatovadiolivraria.blogspot.com; 4-11pm Tue-Sat

Craft Beer

Catraio

map Google map

This pet-friendly microbrewery pours a mix of Portuguese and international craft beers. catraio.pt; 5-11.30pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Musa das Virtudes

map Google map

Lisbon brewery Musa serves up staple music-themed brews such as its Frank APA alongside juicy burgers and Brazilian-style snacks. cervejamusa.com; 3-11.30pm Mon-Thu & Sun, to 12.30am Fri, 12.30pm-12.30am Sat

[image: img]
Shopping

Portuguese Wine

Garrafeira do Carmo

map Google map

Knowledgeable staff guide you through a staggering array of ports and high-quality Portuguese wines. garrafeiracarmo.com; 10am-1pm & 2-7pm Mon-Fri, to 1pm Sat

Arts & Crafts

Cooperativa Árvore

see map

Pick up a minimalistic Siza Vieira tea set or splurge on an original painting by other modern Portuguese creatives at this hidden gallery. arvorecoop.pt; 10am-1pm & 2-6pm Mon, 10am-6.30pm Tue-Fri, 2-7pm Sat

Escovaria de Belomonte

map Google map

Brushes of all types are still handmade at this atelier. escovariadebelomonte.com; 9am-noon & 2-6pm Mon-Fri

Padaria Águas Furtadas

map Google map

Cool illustrations and ceramics by Porto creatives. aguasfurtadas.com; 10am-2pm & 3-7pm





Explore

Vila Nova de Gaia


Vila Nova de Gaia transports you back to the 17th-century beginnings of port-wine production, when British merchants transformed wine into the post-dinner tipple of choice by adding a dash of brandy. Their grand lodges sit imposingly astride the Douro, inviting you in for tours of barrel-lined cellars, tastings and dinner on rooftop terraces with twinkling views of the historic centre opposite. Take the chance to become versed in port at one of the numerous cellars, ride a cable car up to Jardim do Morro in time for sunset or follow the waterfront straight to the coast of Afurada.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: ] Metro

You can reach the higher end of Vila Nova de Gaia by taking the yellow line D to Jardim do Morro, which gives you direct access to the garden and the Mosteiro da Serra do Pilar up the hill.

[image: ] Ferry

A five-minute ferry does the crossings between Ribeira and Vila Nova de Gaia.

[image: ] Bus

Buses 900, 901, 906 and 11M stop at the bottom end of the Ponte de Dom Luís I, giving you quick access to the cellars.


THE BEST

WINE TASTING Port-wine cellars

CULTURAL DISTRICT WOW Porto

HILLTOP GARDEN Jardim do Morro

CABLE CAR Teleférico de Gaia

BOAT RIDE Rio Douro cruise
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1Top Experiences

 WOW PortoD3

 Taylor’sD4

 Porto Augusto’sD2

 Casa KopkeE2

 SandemanD2

 Ramos PintoC2

 Cockburn’sB4

 NiepoortB4

 CálemE2




1Experiences

1Ponte de Dom Luís IF1

2Jardim do MorroF2

3Teleférico de GaiaF2

4Praia do Senhor do MarF4

5Mercado Beira-RioC2

6Casa-Museu Teixeira LopesE4

7Convento de Corpus ChristiB2

8Parque Biológico de GaiaF4




5Eating

97G RoasterD2

10Taberninha Do ManelE2

11Casa DiasB2

12Dom LuísC2

13Toca do CoelhoC2

14De Castro GaiaD2

15Dona MariaB3

16Han TableB2

17A MargemA1

18YeatmanD4

19VinumA1

20Mira MiraD3

21DivinoE3




6Drinking

22Dourum ExperienceD2

 Dick’s Bar(see 18)

23Solar dos DragosD2

24360º Terrace LoungeD2

25Esplanada do TeleféricoE2

26Churchill’s 1982 Garden BarA1

27Angel’s ShareD3




7Shopping

28Porto Wine HouseD2

29Planet Cork ShopD3

 Escovaria de Belomonte(see 29)

 Claus Porto(see 29)









TOP EXPERIENCE

WOW Porto


The World of Wine, aka WOW, is Vila Nova de Gaia’s most recent attraction, offering insights into Portugal’s top industries, like cork and wine, through exhibits and workshops. Old wine cellars have been converted into a vibrant cultural district filled with museums, restaurants and shops.



map Google map


PLANNING TIP

You can roam around the whole district freely, but you’ll need to pay to access the museums. Allow at least half a day to see the whole bunch, or pick and choose your favourites.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to book tickets and workshops in advance.



The Museums

Two of WOW’s seven museums are dedicated to wine. The Wine Experience gives you an overview of Portugal’s viticultural regions and ends with a guided tasting. A homage to rosé, the Pink Palace features rooms replicating rosé regions such as Provence, California and Porto. As you move around, your glass is topped up with rosés from France and Portugal, including the infamous Mateus rosé.

Head to Planet Cork for a look at Portugal’s cork industry, learn about chocolate at the Chocolate Story, witness the history of the city at Porto Region across the Ages or browse through century-old drinking vessels at the Bridge Collection. The Atkinson Museum shows temporary art exhibits.

Chocolate & Wine

Chocolate-making workshops (from €10) and wine tastings (from €25) feature on WOW’s agenda. The Wine School offers personalised tastings and specialist courses on Portuguese wine.

Souvenir Hunting

The Planet Cork Shop is the place for cool cork items such as lamps and placemats. Escovaria de Belomonte sells handmade brushes and brooms produced in Porto, and Claus sells the city’s signature fragrant soaps.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Port Wine Cellars


Delicate port wine has for centuries been aged in the cellars of Vila Nova de Gaia due to its cooler climate. Today when you hit the Avenida de Diogo Leite you’ll see sign after sign announcing a port-wine cellar, but many more options hide amid the side streets.



map
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PLANNING TIP

Most tours take place in the morning or early afternoon, with specific schedules for tours in English. Some allow walk-ins, while others work with reservations only.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for a map of some of Gaia’s port-wine cellars.



Quick Tastings

Twenty minutes is all you need to learn about port-wine styles at Porto Augusto’s (map Google map) (portoaugustos.pt; €15), a small cellar run by a Portuguese family. The price is redeemable on a bottle of wine at the end of the tour. Head to Casa Kopke (map Google map) (kopke1638.com) to taste one of the country’s oldest ports. Pick and choose your wines, starting at €3.70 a glass, before heading to the top floor for a tasting. Alternatively, try one of Taylor’s (map Google map) self-guided audio tours (taylor.pt; adult/child €20/7.50) and take in the history of this 17th-century port house before settling down for a tasting (there’s grape juice for kids).

Historic Cellar Tours

If you’re looking for a more in-depth tour, try Sandeman (map Google map) (sandeman.com; from €28), famous for its black-figure logo (featuring Portugal’s traditional student cape and a Spanish sombrero). Here dressed-up guides take you through the history of the brand, waving their capes as they move from room to room. Head to Ramos Pinto (map Google map) (ramospinto.pt; €20/10; pictured) for a six-glass tasting and a tour of a 19th-century office, complete with carved wood walls and stunning stained-glass windows, or tour the barrel-lined ageing rooms of Cockburn’s (map Google map) (cockburns.com; from €22), one of the few cellars that still has its own dedicated tanoeiros (coopers). For a more exclusive setting, head to the Niepoort Wine Cellar (map Google map) (niepoort.pt; from €45), which welcomes only 24 people a day. Bookings are highly recommended.

Port with a Show

Making port since 1859, Calém (map Google map) (tour.calem.pt; €19) offers entertaining guided tours that last around 30 minutes and include a video screening in one of the huge oak vats used for ageing. A visit concludes with a tasting of two port wines – usually a ruby and a white. You can also combine your visit with a 45-minute fado show for about €25.


QUICK BREAK

Avoid drinking on an empty stomach by hitting one of the cellars’ restaurants, such as Vinum, De Castro Gaia or Barão Fladgate for lunch.





WALKING TOUR

Walk through Vila Nova de Gaia


Strolling along Gaia’s riverfront is a must if you want to capture the whole panorama of Porto. It’s worth venturing through its narrow roads to find port-wine cellars, museums and the occasional piece of street art before heading uphill to take in both banks of the river from Jardim do Morro or Serra do Pilar.



START

Ponte Dom Luís I (Ponte Luíz I bus stop)

END

Mosteiro da Serra do Pilar

LENGTH

2.5km; one hour
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1 Riverside Walk

From Porto, cross the bottom platform of Ponte de Dom Luís I and then turn right towards Avenida de Diogo Leite. This is Gaia’s riverfront promenade, where you’ll find your first row of port-wine cellars, including Calém, Espaço Porto Cruz and Sandeman.

2 Coffee Break

Skip past the first few left turns to take the narrow Rua de França until you reach 7G Roaster, a local roastery. Stop here to enjoy freshly brewed coffee and choose from snacks such as burrata with homemade pesto.

3 Street Art

Continue up to Rua Guilherme Gomes Fernandes and head west until you come face to face with Bordalo II’s giant recycled trash Half Rabbit. The famed Portuguese street artist raises awareness of consumerism through his colourful depictions of animals.

4 Food Market

Still hungry? Follow Rua Dom Afonso III towards the river, then turn left onto Avenida de Ramos Pinto. You’ll soon come to the covered Mercado Beira-Rio, where you can choose something from one of the many stalls serving options from codfish to Brazilian bean stew to pizza.

5 Cultural District

Make your way uphill towards WOW and spend a couple of hours wandering through its museums and gift shops. If you can only choose one museum, pick Planet Cork to learn about Portugal’s thriving cork industry – the country is one of the world’s largest cork producers.

6 Sunset Hangout

Hop on Gaia’s cable car or follow the steps towards Jardim do Morro to catch the sunset from the hill.

7 Soaring Views

For an even higher perspective, head further up to Mosteiro da Serra do Pilar, a 16th-century monastery that stands out with its circular shape.



EXPERIENCES

Snap a Postcard View of Porto Viewpoints

The best place to capture Porto’s picturesque riverfront is from Vila Nova de Gaia. You can catch glimpses of it as you make the five-minute walk across the Ponte de Dom Luís I (map Google map). For a close-up of the rabelos (the boats that once carried port-wine caskets up and down the river), take the bottom platform from Cais da Ribeira. If you want a wider shot, follow the top platform from Avenida de Vímara Peres towards Jardim do Morro (map Google map). Stick around this hilltop garden for sunset, or head up to the 16th-century Mosteiro da Serra do Pilar for an even higher view. Other photo-worthy spots include the terraces of WOW and the Teleférico de Gaia cable-car ride (map Google map; gaiacablecar.com; adult/child €7/3.50) connecting Jardim do Morro to Gaia’s waterfront.

Cruise the Rio Douro Boat rides

Much like Cais da Ribeira, Gaia has its own pier for boat rides along the Douro. Indeed it’s often a few euros cheaper to make the journey from this end. Several companies offer a range of trips, from the 50-minute Cruzeiro das 6 Pontes, which takes in the city’s six bridges, to day-long journeys that usher you all the way to the vineyards of the Douro Valley. For short rides you can usually show up on the day, but others are best booked in advance. You can also try your hand at canoeing with Douro Vaa (€20) or sail in a catamaran with BBDouro (bbdouro.com; from €45).

Follow the Seaside Trail Walk

If you’re in the mood for a long walk, take the 6km trail west along the river. You’ll pass through the fishing town of Afurada and the Douro Estuary Nature Reserve before reaching the sandy shores of Praia do Cabedelo. From here, a string of beaches runs all the way south, with the Praia do Senhor do Mar map) standing out thanks to its sea-facing chapel perched on a giant boulder.

Tour Casa-Museu Teixeira Lopes Museum

map Google map

Step inside the former home and atelier of sculptor António Teixeira Lopes, born and raised in Vila Nova de Gaia. Beyond his sculpture work, the Casa-Museu Teixeira Lopes (closed Mon) holds a rich collection of antique furniture, ceramics, textiles and paintings from such renowned Portuguese painters as Alfredo Keil, José Malhoa and Silva Porto. Entry is free, but you’ll need to tag along on one of the guided tours, which run every 45 minutes. The atelier opens at 9.30am and closes at 4.45pm, with a lunch break between 11.45am and 2.30pm.


Explore the Convento Corpus Christi Convent

map Google map

Gone are the days when nuns used to roam around the Convento de Corpus Christi (closed Mon). This 14th-century convent has had its fair share of makeovers, acting as a primary school, a social-reintegration centre and, since 2009, a cultural space hosting concerts and temporary art exhibits. But you can still find traces of the original church, from plant-themed wood carvings to ceilings with paintings depicting numerous saints and central panels alluding to the life and death of Jesus.

Join the São Pedro da Afurada Festivities Festival

A few days after Porto throws its giant bash to São João, Gaia celebrates São Pedro, the patron saint of fishers. The party takes place by the seaside in Afurada and lasts for about a week, with plenty of concerts and parades. It all culminates in a firework display on 29 June. Food stalls sell grilled sardines and broa de Avintes, a dark bread typical of Avintes, a small village within Gaia’s southern borders.


SHARE A SEAT

map Google map

The covered food market Mercado Beira-Rio (mercadobeirario.pt) is a very welcome addition to Gaia’s riverfront. Head in and see what takes your fancy at the independently run food stalls – there’s everything here from gourmet sandwiches to vegetarian treats, cheese platters, desserts and ice cream, not to mention a decent wine and port selection. The communal tables are humming come lunchtime.



Hike Through the Woods of Parque Biológico de Gaia NATURE PRESERVE

map 

Stretching for 35 hectares, the Parque Biológico de Gaia (parquebiologico.pt; adult/child €3/1) provides a glimpse of the landscape that was once typical in this region. The wooded park is home to a recovery centre for wild animals, a plant nursery that supplies the city’s parks and gardens, and a 3km nature trail taking you past lakes, rural houses and restored mills. A taxi from the centre of Gaia costs around €10.


LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Budget €€ Midrange €€€ Top End

[image: img]
Eating

Breakfast & Brunch

7G Roaster €

map Google map

Sip a perfectly made espresso or try one of the tempting brunch dishes. roaster.7groaster.pt; 8.30am-6pm

Traditional Joints

Taberninha do Manel €€

map Google map

Terrace seats facing the riverfront, and well-executed Portuguese classics. taberninhadomanel.comportugal.com; noon-11pm Wed-Sun

Casa Dias €€

map Google map

Tavern specialising in grilled fish and Portuguese sausages such as alheira de Mirandela. noon-3pm & 7-9.30pm Tue-Sat

Dom Luís €

map Google map

Classic codfish dishes alongside hearty soups and homemade desserts. noon-10pm Tue-Sun

Toca do Coelho €

map Google map

Simple fare served in this lively spot beside Gaia’s Mercado Beira-Rio. noon-6pm Mon-Sat

Dine with a View

De Castro Gaia €€

map Google map

Reasonably priced ports and wines are paired with petiscos (tapas) and mains such as octopus rice and pork cheeks. espacoportocruz.pt/espaco/restaurante; 12.30-11pm Tue-Sat, to 7pm Sun

Dona Maria €€€

map Google map

Sample traditional Portuguese dishes with a modern twist on the terrace of the Lodge hotel. thelodgeportohotel.com; 12.30-3pm & 7.30-10pm Mon-Fri, from 1pm Sat & Sun

Han Table €

map Google map

Korean-style barbecue at this spacious spot overlooking the riverfront. hantablebarbecue.com; noon-3pm & 6.30-11pm

Seafood

A Margem €€

map Google map

Enjoy a seafood platter with a view of the Ponte da Arrábida. amargemrestaurante.pt; noon-3:30pm & 7-10:30pm

Fine Dining

Yeatman €€€

map Google map

At the Yeatman hotel’s Michelin-star restaurant, chef Ricardo Costa puts his imaginative spin on seasonal ingredients from lobster to pheasant, expertly matched with wines from the 1000-bottle cellar. the-yeatman-hotel.com; 6.30-8.30pm Tue-Sat

Vinum €€

map Google map

Peer through to the barrel-lined cellar from the pine-beamed restaurant at Graham’s port cellar. The menu features fresh fish from Matosinhos municipal market and dry-aged Trás-os-Montes beef. vinumatgrahams.com; 12.15-3pm & 6.15-10pm


Mira Mira €€€

map Google map

Yeatman chef Ricardo Costa offers tasting menus here starting at around €80. restaurantes.wow.pt/miramira; 7-9pm Thu-Mon

Divino €€

map Google map

Take in panoramic views while tucking into a seasonal tasting menu. instagram.com/divino.restaurant.lounge; 12.30-10.30pm Mon-Sat

[image: img]
Drinking

Wine Bar

Dourum Experience

map Google map

Taste three to six wines from the Piano Douro Valley winery in this restored warehouse. dourum.pt; noon-8pm

Dick’s Bar

see map Google map

Dick’s is a class act, with plush sofas for conversing, live music and access to one of Portugal’s best cellars. the-yeatman-hotel.com; 10am-midnight Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat

Solar dos Dragos

map Google map

Walls painted in Bordeaux tones invite you into this cosy bar with curated tastings from the Solar dos Dragos winery. solardosdragos.com; 1-8pm Thu-Sat, from 2pm Tue & Wed

Rooftop Views

360º Terrace Lounge

map Google map

From its perch atop the Espaço Porto Cruz, this terrace affords expansive views over the Douro and the city. espacoportocruz.pt; 12.30pm-midnight Mon-Sat, to 7pm Sun

Esplanada do Teleférico

map Google map

Sitting just above the Teleférico, this glass-fronted bar has sensational views of the Ponte de Dom Luís I and Ribeira across the river. 11am-9.30pm

Churchill’s 1982 Garden Bar

map Google map

As soon as summer rolls in, Churchill’s garden is the place to sample the brand’s port while overlooking the cathedral and other historic sites across the river. drinkchurchills.com; 2.30-7.30pm Fri-Sun

Angel’s Share

map Google map

Named after the alcohol that evaporates during the ageing process, this bar inside WOW is a great spot to unwind with a drink. 4pm-1am Sun-Thu, 5pm-2am Fri & Sat

[image: img]
Shopping

Gourmet Treats

Porto Wine House

map Google map

Stock up on fine whites, rubies and tawnies, as well as conservas (tinned fish), preserves and other goodies. Ships worldwide. portowinehouse.com; 10am-7pm Mon-Sat

Crafts & Homeware

Planet Cork Shop

map Google map

Pick up cork stationery, lamps and placemats at this souvenir shop. 10am-8pm

Escovaria de Belomonte

see map Google map

Admire the craftsmanship that goes into a handmade barber’s brush or broom at this outpost of Escovaria de Belomonte. 10am-2pm & 3-7pm

Claus Porto

see map Google map

Fill your bag with fragrant soaps and hand creams from this classic Porto brand founded in 1887. 10am-8pm





Explore

Massarelos


Low-key Massarelos snuggles alongside Miragaia on the riverfront. If you want to branch out from the well-trodden trail, this neighbourhood of breezy views and niche museums will appeal. Slow the pace with a languid stroll along the Jardins do Palácio de Cristal, where botanical species thrive and miradouros (viewpoints) command sensational city views, or spend some time wending your way through the modern galleries along the Quarteirão Miguel Bombarda, collecting books, art prints and espressos. Then head down to the riverside to spot vintage trams or challenge yourself to climb the Ponte da Arrábida.




[image: ]

See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: ] Tram

Trams 1 and 18 give you access to sights along the waterfront such as the Museu do Carro Eléctrico and the Ponte da Arrábida. Tram 18 also stops at the bottom part of Jardins do Palácio de Cristal.

[image: ] Bus

A number of buses stop right in front of the Jardins do Palácio de Cristal, including bus 200, which departs from Bolhão, and bus 201, leaving from Avenida dos Aliados.


THE BEST

ROMANTIC GARDENS Jardins do Palácio de Cristal

ART DISTRICT Quarteirão Miguel Bombarda

BRIDGE Ponte da Arrábida

TRAM MUSEUM Museu do Carro Eléctrico

ROOFTOP BAR Miradouro Ignez
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1Top Experiences

 Jardins do Palácio de CristalD2

 Quarteirão Miguel BombardaD2




1Experiences

1Ponte da ArrábidaA2

2Porto Bridge ClimbA2

3Museu do Carro EléctricoB2

4Torre de Pedro-SemD2

5Porto Sky ExperienceB3

6Igreja do Corpo Santo de MassarelosC3

7Teatro Campo AlegreA1

8Porto School of ArchitectureA2




5Eating

9HakkoE1

10Rosi Café & MoreE1

11Bicho PortoF1

12BorboletaD2

13Generosa Pão e PizzaF1

14Xau LauraE2

15ApuroF1

16CaseirinhoB3

17PapavinhosD4

18BasquiatE3

19AntiqvvmC3

20Restaurante SemeaC3




6Drinking

21Rota do CháE2

22Nope BarF2

23VintuF1

24GenuínoF1

25Miradouro IgnezD3

26Cais NobreC3




7Shopping

27CRUE2

28CC BombardaF2

29Ó! GaleriaF2

 Collectivo Besta(see 10)

30Matéria PrimaF2

31MonseoA2

32PatchE2

33Scar-id StoreE1

34Kuri KuriE1









TOP EXPERIENCE

Jardins do Palácio de Cristal


Sitting atop a bluff, this gorgeous botanical garden is one of Porto’s best-loved escapes, with lawns interwoven with sun-dappled paths, dotted with fountains and sculptures, and bristling with giant magnolias, camellias, cypresses and olive trees. In between you’ll find cultural spaces and spot the odd passing peacock.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Come at sunset to see the sky blush pink above Porto and watch the port lodges on the opposite side of the river light up.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for a map of the gardens.



Gardens

Laid out in the 19th century by German landscape architect Émile David, the gardens attract everyone from couples to families, joggers and photographers. There is plenty to explore, from pockets of woodland with laurel trees and camellias, picnic areas on the grass and a rose and aromatic herb garden. The Jardim dos Sentimentos (Garden of Feelings) hides the beautiful A Dor bronze sculpture by António Teixeira Lopes depicting a woman in pain, while the entryway Jardim Emílio David features As Quatro Estações, a series of statues depicting the four seasons by French sculptor Mathurin Moreau. Other highlights include the small Camões grotto along the park’s western slope and the rows of Mexican palm trees on the southern side.

Miradouros

On the park’s southern fringes are viewpoints that grant front-row vistas over the city. You’ll see the Ponte de Dom Luís I loping across the sparkling Rio Douro, the historic centre and the port lodges cascading down the hillside in Vila Nova de Gaia. For a sneak peek of Ponte da Arrábida, try the Miradouro da Arrábida on the west; and if you want a higher perspective of it all, head south to climb the granite tower of Miradouro da Torre.


QUICK BREAK

Go gourmet with an outstanding lunch at nearby Michelin-star restaurant Antiqvvm, or settle in on the secluded patio of Borboleta across the street.



Art & Historic Sites

On the garden’s western slopes is the small but stately home where the exiled king of Sardinia, Charles Albert, spent his final days in 1843. It has since been turned into the Museu Romântico (adult/child €5/free), a museum featuring the king’s belongings, oil paintings and period furnishings displayed in romantic salons. Opposite it is the Casa Tait, a 20th-century townhouse that once belonged to port-wine merchant William Tait. The surrounding gardens are filled with roses and a majestic tulip tree. Closer to the entrance is the Galeria Municipal, a free art gallery that presents rotating exhibits. It also houses a small cafe and a library.

Avenida das Tílias

Sunlight streams through the lime trees that proudly line the garden’s central avenue. Every year around September it’s taken over by the Feira do Livro (feiradolivro.porto.pt), Porto’s annual book fair. Along the way, you’ll spot the Capela de Carlos Alberto, a small chapel honouring the Sardinian king, and the Concha Acústica, a bandstand that often hosts events in summer, such as the Porto Blues Fest (portobluesfest.pt).


THE MISSING PALACE

English architect Thomas Dillen Jones designed a glass-and-iron structure that once stood in the garden to house Porto’s international exhibit in 1865. Members of the British royal family were present at the inauguration.



Pavilhão Rosa Mota

Built to replace the original Palácio de Cristal (Crystal Palace) in the 1950s, this striking domed pavilion hosted a roller-hockey competition as its inaugural event. However, it wasn’t until 1991 that it gained its current name, which pays homage to marathon runner Rosa Mota, the first woman to win an Olympic gold medal for Portugal. Today it harbours a multimedia library, an auditorium and a cafe, and hosts sporting events, exhibitions, and theatre and musical performances. You can also climb to the top of the cupola with Porto 360 (superbockarena.pt/visitar/porto-360; €12.50) for a 40-minute guided tour and panoramic city views that stretch from Torre dos Clérigos to Mosteiro da Serra do Pilar in Gaia.

Lakes & Fountains

The garden’s central lake sits behind the Pavilhão Rosa Mota and is a tranquil spot for the resident ducks. You’ll also find a series of fountains dotted around and the tiny Lago dos Cavalinhos (Little Horses Lake), which features a striking sculpture of a horse rider.


TUNE IN

Free jazz gigs are held in the gardens during the festival Porta Jazz ao Relento (portajazz.com) in late July. The meeting spot is usually Lago dos Cavalinhos.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Quarteirão Miguel Bombarda


Porto is abuzz with newfound energy and emerging creativity on and around graffiti-splashed Rua de Miguel Bombarda. A nose around its galleries, boutiques and cafes reveals the city from a more urban, edgy angle. If you want to plug into the artistic groove of 21st-century Porto, this is where it’s at.



map
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PLANNING TIP

Keep an eye out for the Inaugurações Simultâneas (instagram.com/bombarda_portoartdistrict), a series of annual events bringing together exhibits, gallery tours and workshops.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for a map of the neighbourhood’s top sites.



Gallery Hopping

You could spend a whole afternoon popping in and out of galleries on Rua de Miguel Bombarda and Rua do Rosário. Come around 3pm during the week to catch most of the galleries while they’re open. Next, peruse the windows in search of your favourite artworks. Ó! Galeria and Circus Network specialise in urban art and illustrations, Cruzes Canhoto focuses on primitive-style sculptures and paintings, and Tilsitt Gallery shows contemporary works by emerging local and international artists.

Hands On

Feel like getting your creative juices flowing? This is the place for it. Head to Ó! Cerâmica (run by the guys behind Ó! Galeria) for intensive ceramic workshops or month-long classes (ceramica.ogaleria.com; from €40 per person) or try your hand at Portuguese cooking with a culinary class at Rosa et Al (rosaetal.com; per person €90) – note the class minimum is three people.

Collect Away

Browse through vinyl and music-themed publications at Matéria Prima. Then head across the street to CC Bombarda, a small shopping arcade housing alternative concept stores selling anything from handmade jewellery to cork items. For even more shopping, veer off to the right towards Rua do Rosário, where at number 193 you’ll find Patch, selling vintage clothes and ceramics, and CRU, a design shop, coworking space and cafe all rolled into one.

Street Art

Look out for a striking image of Don Quixote and his pal Sancho at Rua de Diogo Brandão, Porto’s first legalised mural. Introduced with the help of the Circus Network gallery, it was made in collaboration with three Porto-based artists: Mesk (the one behind all those mice around town), Mots (who designed the futuristic Rocinante horse) and Fedor (known for his comic-book-style characters).


QUICK BREAK

Take a break from browsing at Hakko in Rua do Rosário, a colourful hangout serving brunch and delicious baked goods.





WALKING TOUR

Walk Around Massarelos


Wending its way west from the city centre, this walk around Massarelos allows you to explore independent art galleries, a charming garden, the residence of an exiled king and cobblestone stairways that lead down to the riverfront. From here, you can continue walking or hop on a tram to reach the remaining stops.



START

Rua de Miguel Bombarda (Miguel Bombarda bus stop)

END

Miradouro Ignez

LENGTH

3.6km; two hours
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1 The Gallery Street

Begin your walk at Rua de Miguel Bombarda, a street lined with galleries and independent shops. Stop by Ó! Galeria for colourful illustrations, browse through music-themed books at Matéria Prima or peek inside Cruzes Canhoto to spot sculptures influenced by the brutalist, folk art and primitivism movements.

2 Garden Interlude

Once you reach the end of the street, turn left towards the Jardins do Palácio de Cristal, a beautiful garden with terraces overlooking the river, a free art gallery, a lake and curious peacocks parading through the greenery.

3 Romantic Retreat

Nestled on the southern slopes of the gardens, beneath cathedral oaks and sycamores, is a small stately house where the exiled king of Sardinia spent his final days. It has since been turned into the Museu Romântico, an appealing museum featuring the king’s belongings and dainty period furnishings displayed in elegant salons.

4 Vintage Trams

Take the Escadaria Entre-Quintas stairway and zigzag your way down to the waterfront. Then follow the tram tracks towards the Museu do Carro Eléctrico. Inside this museum you’ll find a collection of vintage trams that once crisscrossed the city.

5 River Views

A 10-minute walk west takes you to Ponte da Arrábida. Arcing 270m in a single swoop, this mighty bridge was designed by prominent Portuguese civil engineer Edgar Cardoso. If you can handle the height, you can climb up for incredible river views.

6 More Art

Retrace your steps along the waterfront or hop on a tram and get off at Cais das Pedras to pop by the Kubik Gallery. This contemporary space showcases the work of established and up-and-coming Portuguese and international artists in its rotating exhibitions.

7 Tonic Break

Continue along Rua da Restauração and keep your eyes open for Miradouro Ignez, a hidden bar with a chill atmosphere overlooking the river. Grab a chair and order a port tonic to wrap up the day in style.



EXPERIENCES

Climb the Ponte da Arrábida Bridge

Porto has some awesome bridges, and while the Ponte de Dom Luís I is most famous (you know, that one built Eiffel Tower–style), the Ponte da Arrábida (map Google map) is also a marvel and was the world’s largest concrete arch bridge when it was completed in 1963. If you fancy a view with a thrill, you can harness up and climb its iconic arch with Porto Bridge Climb (map Google map; portobridgeclimb.com; €20).

See Vintage Trams at Museu do Carro Eléctrico Museum

map Google map

Housed in a former power station, the Museu do Carro Eléctrico (museudocarroelectrico.pt; adult/child €8/4) gives you a fascinating overview of Porto’s public transport over the years. Dozens of beautifully restored old trams stand inside the giant riverfront warehouse, from early 1870s models once pulled by mules to streamlined, bee-yellow 1930s smoking carriages. While most are closed off, there is one tram that you can climb (look for the one without the ropes). Grab a close-up shot of the well-preserved vintage seats and driving wheel before stepping down again to admire the rest of the exhibit, which also includes a handful of buses and some vehicles that were used to repair the electricity lines. Before you leave, be sure to head upstairs to witness the machines that once powered the city of Porto.

Take off in a Helicopter with Porto Sky Experience Helicopter ride

map Google map

If you fancy a bird’s-eye view of Porto’s tangled streets and awe-inspiring river, book yourself a 10-, 15- or 20-minute slot on the Helitour chopper with Porto Sky Experience (portohelicopters.com; flights from €249). You’ll whiz past key attractions such as the Torre dos Clérigos, the Ponte de Dom Luís I and Porto’s beaches before gracefully twirling your way down onto the over-river helipad.


A Medieval Tower

As you reach Rua da Boa Nova (towards the end of Rua de Miguel Bombarda) you can’t help but notice the Torre de Pedro-Sem (map Google map). This medieval tower once served as a hospital for plague patients. Later it was acquired by the Diocese of Porto, who installed their episcopal palace here before it moved to its current area around the Sé. While the adjoining building has lost much of its medieval aura, the tower remains pretty much untouched.



Admire the Tiles at the Igreja do Corpo Santo de Massarelos Church

map Google map

Rising above the riverfront with a facade adorned in blue-and-white azulejos (painted glazed tiles), Massarelos’ parish church was built in 1776 on the site of a chapel founded by the Confraria das Almas do Corpo Santo de Massarelos in 1394. Prince Henry the Navigator once belonged to this brotherhood of mariners, and the renowned explorer appears on a tiled panel at the back of the church looking out to the river.

Follow Romantic Trails Walking trails

Massarelos is filled with hidden paths that take you back to 19th-century Porto. Along the way you’ll spot the residences of old English families and walk cobbled streets lined with cute gardens that suddenly make you feel as though you’re in a village. In 2022 the city created the Caminhos do Romântico, a series of marked trails that cross through this area. Architectours Porto (architectoursporto.com; adult/child €30/free) offers guided visits of some of these spots, but you can also set off on your own by wandering around Escadaria Entre-Quintas and Travessa do Campo do Rou.

Take in Art & Architecture University grounds

Tucked within Porto’s university grounds is a small entertainment area where you’ll find the Teatro Campo Alegre (map Google map; teatromunicipaldoporto.pt). The theatre presents a mix of independent films and contemporary performances, including an occasional glimpse of the Festival Internacional das Marionetas (fimp.pt), Porto’s marionette festival. Architecture students may also enjoy a look around the Porto School of Architecture (map Google map; arq.up.pt), a modernist building designed by award-winning architect Álvaro Siza Vieira. Guided tours are available throughout the year except in July and August. These require a minimum of six people and should be booked in advance via email (visitas@arq.up.pt).


LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Budget €€ Midrange €€€ Top End
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Eating

Breakfast & Brunch

Hakko €

map Google map

Turkish eggs, cardamom French toast and speciality coffee. instagram.com/hakko_house_ 9am-4pm Tue-Sat

Rosi Café & More €

map Google map

Syrnyky (cheese pancakes) and brunch staples at this cafe run by a Ukrainian couple. 10am-5pm

Bicho Porto €

map Google map

This slow-fermentation bakery serves everything from focaccia to tortillas to cakes. 10am-6pm Wed-Fri, to 4pm Sat & Sun

Chill Spots

Borboleta €€

map Google map

Veggie-friendly restaurant opposite the Jardins do Palácio de Cristal. borboleta.restaurant; noon-3pm & 7-11pm Wed-Sat, noon-5pm Sun

Generosa Pão e Pizza €

map Google map

Delicious pizzas, focaccias and loaves slide out of the oven of this takeaway. instagram.com/generosa.porto; bakery 10am-6pm, pizzas 5.30-10pm

Xau Laura €

map Google map

For snacks head to this popular spot with a terrace overlooking Rua de Miguel Bombarda. noon-11pm Tue-Sat

Vegan

Apuro €

map Google map

Come here for comfort dishes such as falafel bowls alongside art exhibits and English quiz nights. apurobar.pt; 12.30-11pm Mon, Tue & Thu, to midnight Fri, 1pm-midnight Sat

Traditional

Caseirinho €

map Google map

Enjoy authentically Portuguese fare such as fish dishes and tripas à moda do Porto (Porto-style tripe with white-bean stew). noon-10pm Mon-Sat

Papavinhos €€

map Google map

This family-run tavern dishes up generous portions of home cooking. Try for a window table to see the river twinkle at night. noon-3pm & 7-10pm Wed-Sun, dinner only Tue

Contemporary Twist

Basquiat €€

map Google map

Try the codfish tartar with chickpea foam and spicy herb crumble. noon-9pm Wed-Sun

Antiqvvm €€€

map Google map

Michelin-starred restaurant headed by Vítor Matos, serving ingredient-driven dishes with flair and artistry. antiqvvm.pt; 12.30-1.30pm & 7.30-8.30pm Tue-Sat

Restaurante Semea €€€

map Google map

Chef Vasco Coelho Santos serves dishes with Portuguese and Spanish influences. semeabyeuskalduna.pt; 6.30pm-midnight Tue-Fri, 1-3pm & 6.30pm-midnight Sat


[image: img]
Drinking

Tea House

Rota do Chá

map Google map

This quiet tea house has a secret back garden. rotadocha.com; noon-7pm

Wine Bars

Nope Bar

map Google map

Wine, craft beer and board games come together at this industrial-style bar and gallery. 6pm-midnight Mon-Sat

Vintu

map Google map

A variety of ceviches (including vegan options) are the perfect pairing with low-intervention wines. 5pm-midnight Wed-Sun

Genuino

map Google map

Natural wine from all corners of the globe is paired with homemade snacks. There’s also a good vermouth selection. 6-11pm Mon-Sat

Cocktails

Miradouro Ignez

map Google map

This roof terrace has swiftly become one of the hippest hangouts in Massarelos. noon-11pm Mon-Sat, to 8.30pm Sun

Cais Nobre

map Google map

This cosy bar serves cocktails inspired by Portuguese maritime ventures. caisnobrecocktails.com; 4pm-1am Tue-Sun

[image: img]
Shopping

Art & Design

CRU

map Google map

CRU is a great place to source cool design pieces and chat with creatives. crucreativehub.com; 10am-7.30pm Mon-Sat

CC Bombarda

map Google map

Shopping gallery housing a mix of concept stores. instagram.com/ccbombarda; 11am-7pm Mon-Sat

Ó! Galeria

map Google map

Every inch is covered in illustrations, with monthly exhibits highlighting specific artists. ogaleria.com; 1-7pm Mon-Sat

Colectivo Besta

see map Google map

Postcards, screen prints and oil paintings at this collective gallery. colectivobesta.com; 11am-7pm Tue-Sat

Books & Vinyl

Matéria Prima

map Google map

Flick through records and music-themed books you won’t find elsewhere in town. materiaprima.pt; 11am-7pm Mon-Sat

Fashion & Accessories

Monseo

map Google map

You can find Portuguese-designed jewellery at this strikingly lit boutique. monseo.com; 10am-1pm & 2-7pm Mon-Fri

Patch

map Google map

Vintage clothing and classic Portuguese ceramics mix at this concept store. facebook.com/patch.porto; 11am-7.30pm Mon-Sat

Scar Id Store

map Google map

This modern concept store sells the work of Portuguese designers. scar-id.com; 10am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 8pm Sat

Kuri Kuri

map Google map

You can find anything from soy-sauce bowls to matcha whisks to kimono at this Japanese-themed shop. kurikurishop.pt; 2-7pm Tue-Sat





Explore

Boavista


The city’s longest avenue, Avenida da Boavista blazes through the Boavista neighbourhood with its rooftop bars and cool hotels. Beyond the postmodern Casa da Música concert hall you’ll find less touristed (if heavily trafficked) streets that are home to botanical gardens, a synagogue and a bustling food market. No building has more pulling power in Porto than the Casa da Música, though, a futuristic Rem Koolhaas number. Join a tour of the avant-garde interior or sit back at the on-site cafe watching skaters roll down the surrounding wavy grounds, then hit the chocolate shops and charming green spaces down the road.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Mercado Bom Sucesso, interior | EMILY MCAULIFFE/LONELY PLANET ©

Getting Around

[image: ] Metro

Sitting on five metro lines, Casa da Música station is the closest stop to its namesake concert hall and other sites of interest such as the Mercado Bom Sucesso. Once you’re out, follow the road towards the roundabout and you’ll be right in the heart of Boavista.

[image: ] Bus

The STCP operates several buses from the city centre to the Casa da Música. To reach Jardim Botânico do Porto, take bus 200 or 207 from Praça Dom João I near Avenida dos Aliados.


THE BEST

CONCERT HALL Casa da Música

BOTANICAL GARDENS Jardim Botânico do Porto

FOOD MARKET Mercado Bom Sucesso

SYNAGOGUE Sinagoga Kadoorie

INTERACTIVE MUSEUM Galeria da Biodiversidade
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1Top Experiences

 Casa da MúsicaD2




1Experiences

1Jardim Botânico do PortoA4

2Galeria da BiodiversidadeA4

3Sinagoga KadoorieB3

4Museu Judaíco do PortoB3

5Museu do HolocaustoB4

6Mercado Bom SucessoD3

7Jardim da BoavistaD2

8Cemitério de AgramonteC3

9ArcádiaC2

10Boavista FCA1

11Hot Five Jazz & Blues ClubB3




5Eating

12Ponto 2E1

13Royale Pão PaixãoC2

14Negra Café BoavistaD2

15Maria DentadaA4

16GoelaB2

17Mimo’s Smoke HouseD2

18Casa AgrícolaD4

19EssênciaC1

20Restaurante Casa da MúsicaD2

21Em Carne VivaC2




6Drinking

 Café Casa da Música(see 20)

 Vinoteca(see 6)

 Art’s Bar(see 6)

22Bar LabirinthoE2

23Pixote Karaoke BarD4




7Shopping

24Flórida StudioC2

25HumanaE3

26Península Boutique CenterD3

27GLADA2

28Bonitos BombonariaA2









TOP EXPERIENCE

Casa da Música


The Casa da Música is the beating heart of Porto’s cultural scene and home to the Porto Symphony Orchestra. Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas rocked the musical world with this crystalline creation. The behemoth conceals a shoebox-style concert hall much lauded for its acoustics.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Guided tours in English at noon and 4.30pm (except Tuesday and Thursday) cost €12 and give you a great insight into the building.
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Scan this QR code to check the latest shows or book your guided tour.



Striking Architecture

The Casa da Música is a scene-stealer. From a distance, it appears harmonious and grand, but its perspectives distort as you approach its facade. Shaped like an irregular polygon, this rough diamond of a building looks as though it has been teleported from another time and place. Carpeted in pinkish-gold travertine marble, the plaza in front buzzes with skateboarders swooping across its undulations. The building was envisioned by Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas to mark the year Porto was named European Capital of Culture in 2001, but was only inaugurated in the spring of 2005.

Acoustic Marvel

An architectural sensation, the 1300-seat main auditorium, the Sala Suggia, uses Nordic plywood, double-curved glass walls and chairs specially adapted to improve acoustics. The hall’s name pays tribute to the famous Porto cellist Guilhermina Suggia (1885–1950). Gold leaf runs through the walls like grain through wood, and it’s the only concert hall in the world lit exclusively with natural light – daytime concerts here are truly special. There’s only one ticket price per concert because the fantastic acoustics mean there’s not a bad seat in the house. Porto’s symphony orchestra often rehearses here and it’s possible to attend these performances for free, but you’ll need to book ahead. Also worth noting are the two pipe organs on the right, one a replica of a baroque Mexican organ and the other alluding to the Romantic period. Together they’re an ode to different eras of music history. You can get a higher perspective of the auditorium from the window of Cibermúsica, a room covered in soundproof mint-coloured rubber and foam. A mini sample of this material is featured in a separate panel so you can feel its texture without damaging the wall itself.


QUICK BREAK

After taking in the building, settle down at the cafe or take the lift up to the restaurant for swoon-worthy city views and Mediterranean food with a twist.




Tile Traditions

Rem Koolhaas interplays the links between Portugal and the Netherlands in the striking VIP Room clad with azulejos (painted glazed tiles). Adorning one wall are blue-and-white panels replicating those at São Bento Train Station that depict the 1415 conquest of Ceuta and national figures such as Henry the Navigator. In a nod to Koolhaas’ homeland (and the fact that Rotterdam shared the Capital of Culture status with Porto), the other wall is embellished with Delft-style motifs. Note the misplaced tile in one of the panels, a deliberate flaw often seen in Islamic-style art such as tiles, where slight imperfections are welcomed to emphasise that only God can create flawless beauty.


OPEN REHEARSALS

Reach out to info@casadamusica.com to ask when the next ensaio aberto (open rehearsal) is scheduled to see Porto’s symphony orchestra rehearsing their latest act for free.



Renaissance Room

It’s all an optical illusion in this quirky room, patterned with 3D geometric tiles that deliberately throw you off-centre. These cubic tiles reflect Renaissance styles that played on perspective, and these again rose to popularity in the works of the op art movement in the 1960s. Smaller scale examples of this pattern can be spotted in other buildings across Portugal, including the Sala dos Árabes in the Palácio Nacional da Pena in Sintra.

Playtime

Mostly used for children’s workshops, the Sala Laranja (Orange Room) is part of the building’s guided tour. It’s one of the few rooms without direct natural light, but strategically positioned spotlights make it feel as though there is. Children (and adults) love to slide down the carpeted orange ramp or dance around the silver floor, which plays different instruments depending on where you stand and how you move. Or you can have multiple people on at the same time and create a melody together.


FAMILY-FRIENDLY SHOWS

Combining a variety of styles, the Primeiros Concertos (First Concerts) are geared for babies and children, allowing them to interact with music from an early age.





WALKING TOUR

Walk Around Boavista


The sprawling Avenida da Boavista is home to the neighbourhood’s most striking sight, the Casa da Música, but there’s more to discover in the side streets, from a busy food market to a quiet synagogue and botanical gardens housing a museum dedicated to biodiversity. The metro drops you right at the starting point.



START

Ponto 2 (Casa da Música metro stop)

END

Cemitério de Agramonte

LENGTH

4km; two hours
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1 Sweet or Savoury

Kick off the day with breakfast at Ponto 2, just near the Casa da Música metro stop. Grab a coffee and choose from the sweet and savoury pastries displayed on the glass counter.

2 A Modern Emblem

Follow Avenida de França until you hit Boavista’s roundabout and you’ll soon spot the Casa da Música, one of Porto’s most iconic modern buildings. A guided tour is a must if you want to understand the vision behind this concert hall.

3 Jewish Heritage

Porto’s only synagogue sits amid residential buildings along Rua Guerra de Junqueiro. It’s the largest synagogue in the Iberian Peninsula and a visible reminder of the importance of the city’s Jewish community. Email ahead if you want to visit the attached museum.

4 Nature Wonders

Wander the lush paths of the Jardim Botânico do Porto and step inside the Galeria da Biodiversidade to learn more about the diversity of plants and animals. Then grab a lemonade at Maria Dentada, overlooking the gardens.

5 A Hall of Food

Work up an appetite on the 20-minute walk to Mercado Bom Sucesso – in summer, you may want to hop on a bus or into a taxi. Once you reach the market, treat yourself to a francesinha (Porto’s staple sandwich) or an affordable seafood platter.

6 Architectural Gems

Next, wander the Cemitério de Agramonte, one of Porto’s most beautiful cemeteries. The city’s wealthiest residents bankrolled its monuments and exuberant mausoleums, some of which are adorned with sculptures by Soares dos Reis and Teixeira Lopes. The cemetery is particularly appealing in spring when the camellias and magnolias are in bloom.

7 A Welcoming Break

Wrap up the day in a park at the centre of one of Porto’s busiest roundabouts. Providing shade and respite from the city bustle, the Jardim da Boavista is home to the Monumento aos Heróis da Guerra Peninsular (Monument to the Heroes of the Peninsular War), which commemorates the Portuguese and British victory over Napoleon’s troops in the Peninsular War (1808–14).



EXPERIENCES

Stroll Around the Jardim Botânico Botanical garden

Run by the Faculty of Sciences at Porto University, the Jardim Botânico do Porto (map Google map; free) is a cool escape on hot summer days. Dotted with lakes and flourishing with succulents, roses and camellias, these secluded gardens are the brainchild of port-wine merchant João Henrique Andresen, who had them laid out in Romantic style in 1895. It’s worth paying the extra fee to visit the Galeria da Biodiversidade (map Google map; adult/child €5/2.50; closed Mondays and 1pm to 2pm for lunch), an interactive museum with exhibits dedicated to biodiversity, such as eggs ranked by size and infrared pictures representing how a snake sees its prey.

Discover Porto’s Jewish Heritage Synagogue

Porto’s Jewish community has been gathering at the city’s Sinagoga Kadoorie (map Google map) ever since its founding in 1938. Jews can attend a ceremony here by reaching out via email. Visitors can tour the Museu Judaíco do Porto (map Google map; mjporto.com; free), which documents the journey of Jews in Porto from their arrival to their segregation in neighbourhoods such as Miragaia. A few minutes’ walk from here is the Museu do Holocausto (map Google map; mhporto.com; free), a museum covering Jewish life before the Holocaust and the Nazi expansion through Europe. Both museums require advance reservations.

Sample from the Stalls at Mercado Bom Sucesso Food market

map

Foodies will be in their element at the Mercado Bom Sucesso (mercadobomsucesso.pt), which is perfect grazing territory with its stands selling everything from hot dogs to pies to wine. The Nata do Mercado is a good pit stop for coffee and freshly baked pastéis de nata (custard tarts). Cremosi is the go-to ice-cream vendor, Lado B makes moreish francesinhas and Mariscaria Bom Sucesso serves affordable seafood platters. If you’re looking for fresh produce, stop by Pérola do Bom Sucesso, a small grocery store where locals have been stocking up on ingredients since 1961.

Step Inside the Cemitério de Agramonte Cemetery

map Google map

Opened in 1855 to bury the victims of a cholera epidemic, the Cemitério de Agramonte is one of Porto’s most beautiful burial grounds. More than a resting place, it is an open-air museum where visitors can explore intricate mausoleums, statues and chapels that reflect the architectural styles of the 19th and early 20th centuries. Among the notable figures buried here are artists including cellist Guilhermina Suggia and film director Manoel de Oliveira, making it a place rich in cultural and historical significance. The cemetery’s peaceful, tree-lined avenues invite quiet reflection, while the elaborate tombs and sculptures provide insight into the artistic trends and societal values of earlier periods. Among its most striking features is the Chapel of Souls, known for its beautiful stained glass and serene atmosphere.

Get Your Chocolate Fill Chocolate shops

Porto is home to a variety of chocolate shops. The oldest one is Arcádia (map Google map; arcadiachocolates.com), founded in 1933 by the Bastos family. There are outposts all over the city, including one inside the Mercado Bom Sucesso. Besides chocolates, it’s known for its macarons and ice creams. Another local family runs Bonitos Bombonaria, famous for its chocolate bonbons stuffed with 100% natural fillings. For bean-to-chocolate bars, head to GLAD, which doubles as a shop and factory.

Catch a Match at Boavista FC Football stadium

map Google map

The home turf of Boavista FC (boavistafc.pt), worthy cross-town rival of FC Porto, is the Estádio do Bessa, which lies just off Avenida da Boavista. Check the website to see when the next game is on. In the off-season you can tour the on-site museum, which is open by appointment only.

Enjoy Live Acts at Hot Five Jazz Jazz club

map Google map

True to its name, Hot Five Jazz & Blues Club (hotfive.pt) hosts live jazz and blues as well as the occasional acoustic, folk or all-out jam session. It’s a modern but intimate space, with seating at small round tables fronting the stage.


A Lasting Alliance

In the Jardim da Boavista (map Google map), a 45m-tall statue depicts a lion stepping on an eagle. Known as the Monumento aos Heróis da Guerra Peninsular, the landmark represents the victory of the Portuguese-British army over Napoleonic invasions in the Peninsular War (1808–14). These victories helped strengthen one of the oldest alliances in the world. The project for the sculpture was launched in 1908, but it was only completed 50 years later, after the death of its authors, sculptor Alves de Sousa and architect Marques da Silva, who also designed the São Bento Train Station.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Budget €€ Midrange €€€ Top End
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Eating

Breakfast & Brunch

Ponto 2 €

map Google map

Join the white-collar crowd from Porto’s financial district for a quick lunch or pastry in this sleek and modern cafe. facebook.com/ponto2porto; 7.30am-7.30pm Mon-Fri, 8am-7pm Sat

Royale Pão Paixão €

map Google map

Artisanal bread, croissants and toasts are on offer at this classy neighbourhood bakery. instagram.com/royale_pao_paixao; 8am-7pm Mon-Fri, 9-5pm Sat

Negra Café Boavista €

map Google map

Negra Café has offshoots all over town, including this Boavista staple serving breakfast favourites such as eggs on toast and pancakes. negracafe.pt; 9am-7.30pm

Chill Vibes

Maria Dentada €

map Google map

After a wander around the botanical gardens, settle down here for a slice of homemade pizza and a refreshing lemonade. mariadentada.pt; 10am-6pm Tue-Sun

Goela €

map Google map

Eclectic but surefire comfort food is the basis of this Boavista hangout serving anything from katsu chicken to Basque cheesecake. goela.pt; noon-3pm Mon-Fri

Mimo’s Smoke House €

map Google map

Ribs, pulled pork and juicy burgers make up the menu of this Texas-style smokehouse. mimossmokehouse.pt; noon-3pm & 7-10pm

Mercado Bom Sucesso €

map Google map

At this market turned food hall, stalls dish out traditional Porto delicacies, international treats and cocktails. There’s the occasional live music in summer. 11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat

Classy Meals

Casa Agrícola €€

map Google map

This beautifully restored 18th-century rural house is a splash of historic charm in an otherwise modern neighbourhood. It’s an intimate choice for Portuguese flavours such as monkfish rice. noon-3pm & 7-10pm Mon-Fri, 7-10pm Sat

Essência €€

map Google map

This bright, modern brasserie is famous Porto-wide for its generous vegetarian dishes and outdoor terrace. essenciavegetariano.pt; 7.30-10.30pm Mon, 12.30-3pm & 7.30-10.30pm Tue-Sat

Restaurante Casa da Música €€

map Google map

Head up to the rooftop of the Casa da Música for wonderful views and equally wonderful food. casadamusica.com; 12.30-3pm & 7.30-11pm


Vegan

Em Carne Viva €€€

map Google map

An elegant stucco-adorned parlour and a romantic garden set the scene for creative takes on vegetarian and vegan dishes, including a reinterpretation of the classic francesinha. emcarneviva.pt; 7-11pm Tue-Sat
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Drinking

Coffee Break

Café Casa da Música

see map Google map

Set on the bottom floor of the Casa da Música, this affordable cafe is a great spot for coffee and people watching, whether you sit outside on the terrace or inside by the panoramic windows. 9am-10pm

Wine & Cocktails

Vinoteca

see map Google map

With shelves stocked with wine bottles, this bar and shop offers wine by the glass with a focus on Douro and port wines. vinoteca.pt; 11am-11pm

Art’s Bar

see map Google map

Set inside the Mercado Bom Sucesso, Art’s Bar serves classic G&Ts as well as caipirinhas and mojitos. 11am-11pm

Late-night Haunts

Bar Labirintho

map Google map

This little dive bar away from the crowds has cheap beer, darts and ’80s tunes. 10pm-4am

Pixote Karaoke Bar

map Google map

If you find yourself in Boavista late at night and want to hit the stage, this karaoke bar has you covered. 11pm-4am

[image: img]
Shopping

Crafts & Homeware

Flórida Studio

map Google map

Portuguese photographer Filipa Alves has curated a selection of handmade objects and vintage pieces from Portugal and beyond. floridastudio.pt; 11am-7pm Mon-Sat

Fashion Finds

Humana

map Google map

Get thrifting at this secondhand-clothing outpost just near the Jardim da Boavista. humana-portugal.org; 9.30am-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 11am-6.30pm Sun

Península Boutique Center

map Google map

This modern mall harbours a range of Portuguese and international brands, including clothing stores, jewellers, a perfumery and a cafe. 10am-10pm

Artisanal Chocolate

GLAD

map Google map

Choose from a range of bean-to-bar chocolate treats and take a peek inside the kitchen of this artisanal workshop. beglad.pt; 10am-5pm Tue-Fri, to 3pm Sat

Bonitos Bombonaria

map Google map

Chocolate bonbons change with the seasons at this family-run shop that’s been in business since 1986. bonitos.pt; 2-7pm Mon-Wed, 10am-1pm & 2-7pm Thu & Fri, 10am-1pm Sat





Explore

Foz do Douro & Around


Out west, Foz do Douro dances to its own relaxed beat, with beach bars humming with bronzed locals, lighthouses commanding big ocean views, botanical gardens for strolling and one of Porto’s Michelin-star restaurants. Wander the esplanade to the backdrop of the Atlantic and chill out on the beach with an ice cream. Board tram 1 for a ride along the riverfront from Ribeira to the pretty gardens of Jardim do Passeio Alegre. From the landmark Farolim de Felgueiras lighthouse, standing sentinel against the crashing waves, you can wander along the esplanade, pausing for drinks at beach bar Praia da Luz.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: ] Tram

Trams 1 and 18 depart from the city centre to Foz do Douro, stopping near the Jardim do Passeio Alegre. Tram 1 leaves from the Infante stop near the Igreja de São Francisco, while tram 18 sets off from Clérigos.

[image: ] Bus

Buses 500, 200 and 207 take you from downtown to Foz; the 500 travels along the waterfront and the other two stop closer to Mercado da Foz. Buses 201, 207 and 502 are the best for Serralves, and bus 203 connects the museum to the beachside.


THE BEST

ART MUSEUM Serralves

BEACH BAR Praia da Luz

GARDEN Jardim do Passeio Alegre

MICHELIN-STAR RESTAURANT Pedro Lemos

VIEWPOINT Pérgola da Foz
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1Top Experiences

 SerralvesD4




1Experiences

1Jardim do Passeio AlegreC6

2Praia da LuzA4

3Praia de GondarémA3

4Praia do MolheA2

5Praia do Homem do LemeA1

6Farolim de FelgueirasA5

7Passadiços das OndasA1

8Pérgola da FozA2

9Mercado da FozC4

10Confeitaria Rainha da FozC4




5Eating

11CaméliaD6

12Padaria FormosaB2

13TaviB4

14Tentações no PratoB5

15Treze %C4

16PeebzB4

17LucaB4

18Bar ToloB4

19inDiferenteB3

20Pedro LemosC5

21CafeínaB3

22Taberna AsiáticaB4

23Casa AbertaB5

24daTerraD6




6Drinking

25Combi Coffee RoastersD4

26A XícaraB1

27The BirdB3

28Praia da LuzA3

29Pisco’s BarC5

30BonaparteB3

31Botella Food & WineB3




7Shopping

32Becode StreetB4

33Sisters DepartmentB4

34THE DesignB2

 O Armazém do Batata(see 17)

35Augusto LeiteC5









TOP EXPERIENCE

Serralves


One of Porto’s blockbuster cultural attractions, Serralves combines a museum, a mansion and extensive gardens. Bearing the indelible imprint of Porto starchitect Álvaro Siza Vieira, the gallery wows with a stellar permanent collection as well as rotating exhibitions. The fountain-and-sculpture-dotted gardens revive museum-weary eyes.



map Google map


PLANNING TIP

For total cultural immersion, plan to be here for the fabulous Serralves em Festa (serralvesemfesta.com) in early June, when the park is free to visit.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for full schedules and tickets.



Álvaro Siza Vieira Architecture

Local architecture demigod Álvaro Siza Vieira designed the Museu de Arte Contemporânea in 1991. The Pritzker Prize–winning creation’s skylights and windows frame the landscape to ‘bring it inside’. In 2023 Siza Vieira designed a new wing. The Ala Álvaro Siza highlights his work.

Contemporary Art

Showcasing art from the 1960s to the present, the museum’s exhibitions include works by eminent and emerging Portuguese and international artists. Expect boundary-pushing shows and retrospectives.

Art Deco Villa

Inspired by his travels in Paris, Carlos Alberto Cabral had the Casa de Serralves built in Streamline Moderne style between 1925 and 1944. He enlisted the eminent architects and artists of the age, including René Lalique (skylight) and Alfred Porteneuve (powder-puff-pink facade).

Art Garden

Designed by French landscape architect Jacques Gréber in the 1930s, Serralves’ 18-hectare park forges a link between art and the natural world. Between the parterres and oak groves, look out for art such as Claes Oldenburg’s giant shovel Plantoir (2001), and don’t miss the Treetop Walk.



WALKING TOUR

Walk Around Foz do Douro


The historic tram 1 and tram 18 drop you off at the start of this walk. From here, you’ll set off along the waterfront, passing fortresses and a lively beachfront bar, before turning inland to explore the neighbourhood’s market and the iconic Serralves museum, which is connected to the city centre by bus.



START

Jardim do Passeio Alegre (Passeio Alegre tram stop)

END

Serralves

LENGTH

4km; two hours
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1 Garden Stroll

Jump off the tram at Jardim do Passeio Alegre and wander through the gardens’ fountains, statues and mini golf course. Look out for the yellow hut that houses one of the city’s prettiest bathrooms, lined with art-nouveau-style tiles.

2 A Fort with Many Lives

Exit onto Esplanada do Castelo and look for the 16th-century Forte de São João Baptista, which has been a defensive wall, a political prison and a residence for poet Florbela Espanca. Today it houses the Regional Office of the National Defense Institute.

3 Pastry Break

Continue walking west along Rua da Senhora da Luz until you reach Tavi, one of the neighbourhood’s most popular pastry shops. Order a coffee and a sweet treat from the counter, then take in ocean views from the terrace.

4 Beach Walk

It’s time to hit the beach. Start at Praia dos Ingleses, then follow the promenade towards Praia da Luz, where a spacious seaside bar awaits. Seats fill up fast in summer, but even if you sit inside, the panoramic windows and large mirrors help bring the views in.

5 Market Tour

From Praia da Luz you can continue along the waterfront or head inland to visit Mercado da Foz. This laid-back local market features a mix of fresh-fruit vendors, florists and cafes. Grab an ice cream from Sou Sweet or, if you happen to visit in the afternoon, a glass of sangria from Ervilha Bar.

6 Serralves

It’s a fair stretch to the next stop. On a hot day go by bus or taxi, but otherwise take the 25-minute walk to Serralves to catch the museum’s latest contemporary art exhibits or wander through the surrounding park, filled with sculptures, a lake and a stunning Art Deco house. Walk amid the trees by following the Treetop Walk.



EXPERIENCES

Meander Through Jardim do Passeio Alegre Garden

map Google map

A joy for the aimless ambler, the Jardim do Passeio Alegre is flanked by graceful old buildings and sprinkled with willowy palms, sculptures, fountains and a bandstand that occasionally stages concerts in summer. Listen to the crash of the ocean as you wander its tree-canopied avenues and art-nouveau-style bathrooms before hunkering down for a coffee at Chalé Suisso, once a popular literary gathering place for writers such as Camilo Castelo Branco and Ramalho Ortigão. You can also try your hand at the 18-hole mini-golf course on the western side of the park.

Enjoy Beach Life Beaches

Foz has some decent (if rocky) beaches that are great for a paddle. Fringed by an esplanade, generously sized Praia da Luz (map Google map) nudges up to Praia de Gondarém (map Google map), a slim strip of sand that disappears at high tide. In turn, Praia de Gondarém sidles up to the wider Praia do Molhe (map Google map), which is where locals come to unplug. The beaches are often crammed on summer weekends, but come on weekdays in low season and you’ll have them pretty much to yourself. If you fancy a drink by the seafront, Praia da Luz and Praia do Homem do Leme (map Google map) are your best bet.

Follow the Seaside Promenade Promenade

There are plenty of places to take in the ocean breeze, from Farolim de Felgueiras (map Google map), a lighthouse jutting out into the sea, to Passadiços das Ondas (map Google map), a wooden platform inserted amid the rocky cliffs. If you’re up for a walk, follow the sea-facing Avenida do Brasil from Praia da Luz up to Pérgola da Foz (map Google map), a neoclassical pergola said to be inspired by Nice’s Promenade des Anglais. Alternatively, rent a bike with Dourobike (dourobike.com; from €5/8 for electric).

Browse the Stalls of Mercado da Foz Market

map Google map

Mercado da Foz is popular for a midday snack. The market has a handful of fresh-produce stalls alongside food stands, where you can tuck into everything from Brazilian brigadeiros (truffle-like chocolates) and açai bowls to pizzas.

Sample Sweet Treats at a Confeitaria Sweet shops

You’ll find one of Porto’s oldest confectioneries in Foz. Established in 1875, the Padaria Formosa still uses traditional cooking methods to whip up its sweet selection. Meanwhile, the Confeitaria Rainha da Foz (map Google map) is renowned for its croissants and Tavi makes a mean chocolate fondant.


LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Budget €€ Midrange €€€ Top End
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Eating

Breakfast & Brunch

Camélia €

map Google map

If it’s brunch you’re after, head to Camélia to tuck into bagels, fruity pancakes or eggs on toast. cameliabrunchgarden.pt; 10am-8pm Mon-Fri, 9am-8pm Sat & Sun

Padaria Formosa €

map Google map

Established in 1875, Formosa is among the oldest bakeries in town, supplying all kinds of baked goods that run the gamut from sweet to savoury. padariaformosa.com; 7am-7pm Mon-Fri, 7am-5pm Sat, 8am-1pm Sun

Tavi €

map Google map

Alluring views of the thrashing Atlantic draw Porto locals to the terrace of this renowned seafront patisserie, famous for its chocolates, ice cream and bolo de arroz (rice cakes). tavi.pt; 8.30am-8pm

Traditional Joints

Tentações no Prato €

map Google map

Codfish fritters are served as starters or paired with rice as a main at this rustic tavern covered in Portuguese tiles. facebook.com/TentacoesNoPrato; 12.30-3pm & 7.30-10pm Tue-Sat, lunch only Sun

Treze % €€

map Google map

Classic Portuguese dishes such as açorda de gambas (bread soup with shrimp) and bacalhau à brás (shredded cod) get a veggie twist here. trezeporcento.eatbu.com noon-3pm & 7.30-11.45pm Tue-Sat, lunch only Sun

Light Bites

Peebz €

map Google map

This popular joint near Praia da Luz makes all kinds of burgers, from a classic cheeseburger to jalapeño-infused options with beef, chicken and veggies. peebz.pt; noon-3pm & 7-10pm Tue-Sat

Luca €

map Google map

Take advantage of the €10 daily lunch menu at this cosy spot complete with a terrace and a grandma-style living room. instagram.com/luca.foz; 12.30-4pm Mon-Sat

Bar Tolo €€

map Google map

This fun little spot in a tall, narrow, sky-blue corner building has a tiny rooftop terrace sporting an ocean view, a rustic-chic vibe and a menu of creative petiscos (tapas). instagram.com/bar.tolo185; noon-midnight Wed-Mon

Fine Dining

inDiferente €€€

map Google map

Choose à la carte or taste the highlights with the eight-course degustation menu that includes the likes of foie gras with port-infused pear and a lemony pastel de nata. indiferente.pt; 7-11.30pm Tue-Fri, 12.30-2.30pm & 7-10.30pm Sat, 12.30-3pm Sun


Pedro Lemos €€€

map Google map

Choose between the subtly lit, cosy-chic dining room or the roof terrace at this Michelin-star restaurant led by Pedro Lemos. pedrolemos.net; 12.30-3pm & 7-11pm Tue-Sat

Cafeína €€

map Google map

Hidden coyly away from the seafront, Cafeína serves modern international dishes, such as tuna tartare with tomato gazpacho or beef Wellington with foie gras, expertly matched with Portuguese wines. cafeina.pt; 12.30-3pm & 7.30-10.30pm Tue-Sun

Steaks & Baos

Taberna Asiática €€

map Google map

This Asian-style tavern serves a fusion of dishes from baos to sushi to ramen. 7-10.30pm Wed & Thu, 12.30-2.30pm & 7.30-11.30pm Fri-Sun

Casa Aberta €€

map Google map

Angus beef and Iberian black pig are among the highlights at this popular steakhouse just off Esplanada do Castelo. facebook.com/CasaAberta; 12.30-2.30pm & 7.30-10.30pm Tue-Sat

Vegetarian

daTerra €

map Google map

A buffet spread of salads and roasted veg is served every day at this staple vegetarian hangout. daterra.pt; noon-4pm & 7.30-11pm Mon-Sat, lunch only Sun
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Drinking

Coffee & Tea

Combi Coffee Roasters

map Google map

After years serving speciality coffee to the Bonfim crowds, Combi took the plunge and set up shop in Foz do Douro, opening the doors to its roastery. combi-coffee.com; 9am-5pm Tue-Sat

A Xícara

map Google map

This corner teahouse (whose name is Portuguese for The Cup) is indeed the perfect place for a cuppa paired with baked goods such as scones and croissants or a Portuguese home-cooked meal. axicara.pt; 7am-8pm Mon-Sat

The Bird

map Google map

With its vintage birdcage lanterns, pretty floral prints and foliage-draped patio, this cafe is a wonderfully relaxed spot for a slice of cake and a cup of tea. 11.30am-6pm Mon-Fri, to 7pm Sat

Chill Spots

Praia da Luz

map Google map

Rambling over tiered wooden decks overlooking a rocky cove, this is the perfect spot to kick back with a cocktail overlooking the ocean. 9am-2am

Pisco’s Bar

map Google map

Settle in for a game of pool or darts at this lively bar with regular live music gigs. facebook.com/piscosbar; 10pm-2am

Bonaparte

map Google map

Hunker down with a fresh pint of Guinness at this shipshape pub right near the waterfront. instagram.com/bonapartepub; 5pm-12.30am


Wine Bar

Botella Food & Wine

map Google map

Just a few steps from Praia de Gondarém, this panoramic bar serves wine by the glass and bottle paired with classic cheeseboard options and more innovative snacks such as octopus carpaccio and salmon tartare. instagram.com/botellafoodandwine; noon-11pm Wed & Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat, to 8pm Sun
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Shopping

Fashion & Accessories

BeCode Street

map Google map

Dedicated to menswear, BeCode features everything from shirts to trainers to dressing gowns from international brands such as North Face and Portuguese staples. instagram.com/the.becode.street; 10.30am-7.30pm Mon-Sat

Sisters Department

map Google map

Patterned skirts and cool printed T-shirts make up the collection of this colourful clothing brand. sistersdepartment.com; 3-7pm Mon, 10.30am-2pm & 3-7pm Tue-Fri, 11am-2pm Sat

THE Design

map Google map

Exclusive pieces from internationally known designers fill the hangers of this minimalist shop. thedesign.pt; 10am-7.30pm

Vintage Finds

O Armazém do Batata

see map Google map

The stuffed-animal sculpture popping out of the window will draw you into this vintage maze filled with antique furniture, tableware and other knick-knacks. 11.30am-8pm

Food & Wine

Augusto Leite

map Google map

Stock up on picnic ingredients at this delightful family-run deli, grocery store and wine shop frequented by locals. 9.30am-1pm & 2.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat





WORTH A TRIP

Matosinhos


Just north of the seaside suburb of Foz do Douro, Matosinhos is a genuine fishing port, home to one of Portugal’s remaining canning factories and plenty of seafood restaurants. It also makes a terrific excursion for outdoorsy folks looking to surf or simply unwind by the beach.
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PLANNING TIP

Buses 500 and 502 and the blue metro line (A) and orange line (F) take you to Matosinhos. Once there, you can hop on bus 104 or 507 or take a taxi to Leça da Palmeira.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for info on the latest activities and events in Matosinhos.



Canned Goods & Fresh Fish

Matosinhos claims to have the ‘World’s Best Fish’ and it certainly delivers on that claim. This seaside district was once a hub for Portugal’s thriving canning industry. The Conservas Pinhais (conservaspinhais.com; adult/child €18/12) is one of the few remaining factories. A tour of this 1920s family-operated business starts with a visit to the old offices, where locals used to pick up sardine cans from a tiny service window. Then you’ll be equipped with a head-to-toe plastic suit before you enter the factory grounds, where a group of workers will be busy assembling the ingredients that go into the company’s staple recipes. If there’s been no fresh catch that day you’ll see the staff hand-wrapping each can.

One thing is certain: you’ll always finish the tour with a delicious sardine tasting. If it’s fresh fish you’re after, head to Rua Heróis de França or Rua Roberto Ivens, where you’ll spot a variety of seafood restaurants. Even better, stop by the Mercado Municipal and choose your catch directly from the fishmongers. They have a deal with the surrounding restaurants, so don’t be alarmed if one of the owners comes to give you a friendly nudge.

Holding Fort

Also known as the Castelo do Queijo (Cheese Castle) because of the wedge of rock it stands on, the Forte de São Francisco Xavier (€0.50; closed Mon) looks like an archetypal fortress with its sturdy ramparts, watchtowers and drawbridge. Built in 1661, it harbours a small weaponry exhibition, but more impressive is the view, especially at sunset.


TAKE A BREAK

Not a big fan of fish? Treat yourself to delicious veggie treats at Terrárea, a plant shop and cafe, or try Fava Tonka if you’re in Leça da Palmeira.



Aquarium Fun

Some 5000 marine creatures splash in the tanks at Sealife Porto (visitsealife.com; adult/child €17.95/12.95), where highlights include a shark tunnel and a rock pool. Keep an eye out for glow-in-the-dark jellyfish, South American leaf fish and cow-nosed rays. The sharks are fed at 11am and 2.30pm, the rays at noon and 3.30pm, and the penguins at 4.30pm.


Nature & Waves

The hum of traffic soon fades as you enter the serene, green Parque da Cidade (pictured), Portugal’s largest urban park. Laced with 10km of walking and cycling trails, this is where locals come to unplug and recharge, picnic (especially at weekends), play ball, jog, cycle, lounge in the sun and feed the ducks on the lake. Meanwhile, the vast sandy shore of Praia de Matosinhos is ideal if you love long walks by the beach, but especially if you’re looking to surf – several surf schools are based along the promenade. You can book a lesson (around €30) or rent a board if you’re already experienced. Surfing Life Club (surfinglifeclub.com; from €50) offers specialised lessons for people with autism or intellectual disabilities.

Iconic Architecture

Facing the sea, the swirl structure of Porto’s cruise terminal stands out on the far right of Praia de Matosinhos. Envisioned by Portuguese architect Luís Pedro Silva, the Porto de Leixões’ one million tiles resemble shimmering fish scales and were all placed by hand. Guided tours take place on Sunday only (cruzeiros.apdl.pt/en/visitas; €5). If you’re getting a taxi, be sure to write ‘Terminal De Cruzeiros’ (Ciimar) or you might end up in the storage containers area. Inside you’ll find a research centre and quirky details such as a fire extinguisher that resembles a grumpy fish. Further north, in Leça da Palmeira, award-winning architect Álvaro Siza Vieira has left his mark in the striking rock pools of the Piscina das Marés and Michelin-star restaurant Boa Nova Tea House.


CASTING A NET

Arriving in Matosinhos, you can’t help but notice SheChanges – Anemone, a 50m-high sculpture by North American artist Janet Echelman. The giant red net, an ode to Matosinhos’ fishing community, is spectacular when lit up at night. Echelman’s sculpture also changes shape in the wind, hence its name.
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Family Travel

Exploring Porto with tots (or teenagers) can be child’s play with a little know-how. There’s plenty to keep the whole family entertained, from scenic tram rides and beaches to animal sightings and interactive museums.




A Warm Welcome

Porto’s airport is well set up for families, offering a playground and fraldário (baby rooms) equipped with changing mats, microwaves and bottle warmers. Nappy-changing facilities can also be found at major sights and in bigger restaurants.




DEALING WITH THE HILLS

The city’s hilly terrain and narrow lanes can be hard for visitors to tackle with a pram. A baby carrier will come in handy if you’re planning to hit the streets on foot. Alternatively, you can rely on the metro.



Eating Out

Many restaurants offer a small selection of kid-friendly meals, usually found under the headings menu para crianças or menu infantil (children’s menu). Dishes might include hamburgers, pasta or a bitoque (steak and fries topped with a fried egg; pictured). You can also ask for the meia-dose (half-size portion). A few spots may have cadeiras de bebé (child seats).
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Public Transport

Children under four travel free; those between four and 12 pay half price on trains and trams.



Playtime

Playgrounds are scattered across Porto and its outskirts. You can find the nearest to you by searching ‘parque infantil’.

Admission Fees

Many museums and attractions are free for children under 12. Free sights include the Torre dos Clérigos , the Palácio da Bolsa and Serralves . The latter also has a 50% discount for visitors aged up to 17.






Accommodation

From laid-back hostels to riverside apartments and spa hotels, Porto offers plenty of places to stay for every budget.




HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN A

Hostel dorm bed from €35

Boutique midrange hotel from €150

Central hotel €180



Where to stay if you love…

Architecture, History & Riverside Walks

Ribeira Filled with historical monuments, shops and restaurants, the streets get pretty crowded around downtown Porto. The vast accommodation choice includes cheapish hostels and high-end options.


OUR PICK

We Love to Stay in…

Bonfim

Home to Porto’s Fine Arts University, this is a creative hub. It’s still central, especially if you stay around Passeio de São Lázaro, but less touristy and slightly cheaper. Find charming guesthouses on its quiet streets, but if you want a night out with a cocktail or two, you’ll find it here.



Tile Hunting, Shopping & Nightlife

Aliados & Bolhão Tile facades dot this central neighbourhood with its traditional markets, independent boutiques and lively nightlife. Here you’ll find the best range of good-value lodgings.

Museums & History

Miragaia Home to art museums, incredible viewpoints and the city’s old Jewish district, Miragaia is quieter than the central neighbourhoods and mostly filled with aparthotels and guesthouses.

Wine Tastings & High-End Dining

Vila Nova de Gaia Centred on port cellars and the Rio Douro, this is where you’ll find some of the city’s most luxurious options, including Michelin-star restaurants and high-end spa hotels.

Gardens & art galleries

Massarelos Away from the metro line but still pretty close to museums and a romantic garden, this area attracts artsy folks who frequent Rua de Miguel Bombarda’s galleries and coffee shops.






Food, Drink & Nightlife

Allergies & Intolerances

Modern restaurants will usually list the most common allergens on the menu, but it’s rare to see that in traditional spots such as tascas. When in doubt, ask. Vegans are often confused with vegetarians, so be sure to clarify your restrictions when ordering.

HOW TO SAY

I’m allergic to…    Sou alérgico/a a…

nuts    Frutos secos

seafood    Marisco

dairy products    Lactose/Lacticínios

gluten    Glúten


HOW TO ASK…

Is this gluten-free?
É sem glúten?

Does this contain nuts?
Tem frutos secos?

Is there a vegan option?
Tem alguma opção vegan?




A STAPLE SNACK

Lanche means ‘afternoon snack’ in Portuguese, but in Porto it’s also a specific treat sold in pastelarias (pastry shops) across the city. The basic version is a lanche misto (brioche filled with cheese and ham), but you can also find it with other fillings. Confeitaria Belo Mundo makes some of the best in town.



Sandwich Time

Porto has an ongoing love affair with sandwiches, with places dedicated to serving juicy meat on buns. You can save a couple of euros by grabbing a quick lunch at spots like Conga, Casa Guedes or Casa dos Presuntos Xico. Pair your sandwich with a cold fino (small beer).

HOW TO… Pay the Bill

Your bill won’t come until you ask for it. Catch the waiter’s attention by saying: ‘A conta, se faz favor.’

Splitting the bill: The bill covers the whole table, but you can split the cost. Servers will ask if you want to pay ‘junto ou separado’ (together or separately).

Tipping: Tips aren’t usually included, though some places add 5% to 10% under ‘gratificação’. In most cases you can add a tip by saying the total amount you wish to pay (tip included). Cafe and bar staff don’t expect a tip, but you can always round your bill up to the nearest euro.



PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to the average cost of a main course.

€ less than €15

€€ €15–30

€€€ more than €30




OPENING HOURS

Cafes 8am–8pm Monday to Saturday

Restaurants noon–3pm and 7pm–10pm Monday to Saturday; some also close Monday

Fast-food joints noon–midnight or later
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Going Out

Sunset Shots As dusk sets, locals and visitors hit the nearest miradouro to take in the views. Jardim das Virtudes and Jardim do Morro are always packed. Bring your own bottle and grab a spot on the grass. Alternatively, head down to the riverside for a romantic evening walk, catching the street musicians as you go.

Bar-Hopping Whether you’re into craft beer, wine or cocktails, Porto has a bar for you. Make a night of it by hitting the streets around Galerias de Paris, Caldeireiros or Cedofeita.

Clubbing A handful of clubs line Rua de Cândido dos Reis and Rua da Galeria de Paris. Two-floor Plano B is among the favourites. But if you’re looking for a more alternative vibe, try Maus Hábitos, Barracuda Rock Club or Hot Five Jazz & Blues Club. Don’t show up before 1am.


HOW MUCH FOR A

Café/Cimbalino (small espresso) €1

Speciality coffee €3.50

Francesinha (favourite local sandwich) €12

Fino (small beer) €2

Cerveja artesanal (craft beer) from €3.50

Copo de vinho (glass of wine) €3–5

Michelin-star meal from €145








LGBTIQ+ Travellers

Porto took its time embracing the Pride march, but the city is slowly opening itself up to LGBTIQ+ folks.



Porto’s LGBTIQ+ Scene

Porto’s gay and lesbian residents generally keep things discreet by day and in public, but they let their hair down as night falls. While there is no particular gaybourhood in the city, a couple of sites cater for LGBTIQ+ crowds.

Rua da Conceição is a hot spot for gay-friendly bars, and even popular stretches like Galerias de Paris offer welcoming places to hang out.

Annual celebrations include Porto Pride, which started in 2001, and the Marcha do Orgulho LGBTI+, a march that began in 2006 after the murder of Brazilian transgender woman Gisberta Salce Júnior. In May 2024 a street was named after Gisberta in the Bonfim district to ensure that she is never forgotten.


OUR PICKS

Painting the Town Red

Try Conceição 35 or Invictus at Rua da Conceição, or seek out the Fabrik Bar at Rua de Galerias de Paris. Dance the night away at Zoom (1-6am Fri & Sat) near the São Bento Train Station. Head to Bar of Soap for lively drag shows and bingo nights.




PRIDE

Porto’s Pride is essentially split into two events: the June march, Marcha do Orgulho LGBTI+, and the three-day-long Porto Pride (portopride.com) shindig in mid-September.




QUEER FILM FESTIVAL

The annual Queer Porto brings queer-themed flicks to the city’s top independent cinemas in October.
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Resources

Porto Gay Circuit A guide to the city’s gay-friendly spots and events. portogaycircuit.com

Centro Gis LGBT support centre located in Matosinhos. associacaoplanoi.org

Porto Inclusive Helps bring the community together through regular hangouts including picnics and cinema nights. instagram.com/portoinclusive






Health & Safe Travel

Porto is generally a very safe city, but petty crime in crowded areas is not uncommon.




TAP WATER

The água da torneira (tap water) in Porto is perfectly safe to drink, but some people prefer filtering it. Most cafes will offer you a free copo com água (glass of water), though some may be cheeky and get you a garrafa de água (water bottle) instead and charge you for it.



Pharmacies

For minor ailments and over-the-counter medication you can head to the nearest farmácia (pharmacy). Note that you may not have access to the same medication you have back home, so it’s best to pack a couple of pills just in case. Headache and allergy remedies are easy to get, but you’ll need a prescription for birth control. Names and addresses of rotating pharmacies open after hours are posted on every pharmacy door (and online at farmaciasdeservico.net).


Transport

Porto’s metro network has an honesty policy with no barriers, but fare dodging will get you fined.



Slippery Cobbles

Even on a summer day you may catch a spell of rain in Porto. It can really pelt down sometimes, so wearing shoes with a good grip may be a good idea if you don’t want to risk slipping on wet cobblestones. Handily, many corner shops sell raincoats and umbrellas all year round.


SCAMS

Be aware that the ‘drug dealers’ around the city’s nightlife spots most often sell fake drugs made with bay leaves and flour.




QUICK INFO

Security
Keep an eye on your valuables, especially around rush hour.

Marijuana
Cannabis consumption is not illegal, but sale and cultivation are.

Alcohol
Drinking outside is allowed, but being visibly drunk is considered rude and inappropriate.








Responsible Travel

Follow these tips to leave a lighter footprint, support locals and have a positive impact on communities.



Nature Break

Porto’s gardens offer a quiet respite from the crowds and a chance to engage with nature one-on-one. Enjoy a romantic stroll through the Jardins do Palácio de Cristal (pictured)overlooking the Rio Douro, head up to Serralves for a walk amid the trees and modern art sculptures or cycle through the Parque da Cidade, Portugal’s biggest urban park, stopping off for a picnic amid the lush trails.
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Hop on the Metro

You can cover most sights on foot, but if you feel like saving your legs (and the environment), the metro is your best bet.
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OUR PICK

Painting Tiles

Join a workshop with Gazete Azulejos to learn more about Porto’s tile heritage and help preserve the city’s iconic patterns for future generations.



Go Organic

Porto is slowly growing its pool of veggie-friendly restaurants, many of which focus on organic and seasonal ingredients. These include Fava Tonka, Manna and Venn Canteen. Looking for natural wine? Check out Gito, Genuíno or Taberna Folias de Baco; the latter produces its own wine in the Douro Valley.

Resources

peggada.com Highlights sustainable projects across Portugal, including Porto. greenkey.abaae.pt Certifies and lists sustainable hotels.



GIVE BACK

There are plenty of ways to volunteer in Porto. At Casa (facebook.com/casaporto.casa), you can help serve food to those in need.




THE MINDFUL MAP OF PORTO

Looking to support local businesses? The Mindful Step has created a map of Porto filled with sustainable shops, restaurants and unique experiences.

Download your version using the QR code below.
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Sustainable Fashion

In the mood for thrifting? Non-profit chain Humana (humana-portugal.org) has a handful of outposts across town, including in Aliados and Bolhão. It’s also around here that you’ll find O’Kilo and Mon Père Vintage. For jazzy shirts, hit up Mão Esquerda near Bonfim – ask to see its storage room and you’ll be in for a treat. Want a real insider scoop? Join Porto’s Sustainable Fashion Tour (themindfulstep.com) or go behind the scenes of a textile factory with Isto’s Factourism Day (isto.pt/pages/factourism-day).

Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when travelling; Lonely Planet urges all travellers to engage with their travel carbon footprint, which will mainly come from air travel. While there often isn’t an alternative, travellers can look to minimise the number of flights they take, opt for newer aircrafts and use cleaner ground transport, such as trains. One proposed solution – purchasing carbon offsets – unfortunately does not cancel out the impact of individual flights. While most destinations will depend on air travel for the foreseeable future, for now, pursuing ground-based travel where possible is the best course of action.

The UN Carbon Offset Calculator shows how flying impacts a household’s emissions
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The ICAO’s carbon emissions calculator allows visitors to analyse the CO2 generated by point-to-point journeys
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Accessible Travel

Public Transport

Porto’s metro network is equipped with lifts, ramps and tactile paving to assist vision-impaired passengers. Buses are also accessible for people in wheelchairs or carrying strollers, with reserved seats inside. Upcoming station names are displayed visually and via speakers. Sadly, the trams have no such facilities.


OUR PICK

The vast grounds of Serralves are mostly flat, and ramps and lifts mean they can easily be explored by visitors who use a wheelchair. Electric cars are also available to transport people with reduced mobility. Visitors with hearing impairments can join a guided tour given in sign language, while people with impaired vision can access a Braille book with information about the museum. Contact ser.educativo@serralves.pt in advance to schedule a visit.



Ridesharing

When booking a ride with Uber or Bolt you can choose the Assist option, which provides wheelchair-friendly vehicles. Parents with children under 12 can also choose the Cadeirinha category on Bolt to arrange a child seat.


ACCOMMODATION

Most historic buildings do not have lifts, and some have one or more flights of stairs from the street to the ground floor. Newer hotels usually have at least one adapted room for guests with reduced mobility.



Get Active

Learn to sail in an inclusive catamaran with BBDouro (bbdouro.com; €50) or chase the waves with Surfing Life Club (surfinglifeclub.com; from €50), which offers specialised lessons for people with autism or intellectual disabilities.


CROSSINGS

Crossings are usually low and level for wheelchairs and strollers, and some provide audible warnings to help those with impaired vision cross safely. Avoid the constant ups and downs of the city’s hilly terrain by hopping on the metro.



Resources

accessibleportugal.com Accessible Portugal can offer advice on accessible tours and equipment rental in Porto.






Nuts & Bolts

Opening Hours

Expect seasonal changes, and many restaurants take a week or two off in August.

Banks 8.30am–3pm Monday–Friday

Bars 5pm–1am or later

Cafes 8am–8pm

Clubs 11pm–6am; some only open Friday and Saturday

Post Offices 9am–6pm Monday–Friday; some close at lunchtime

Restaurants noon–3pm and 7–10pm Monday–Saturday

Shops 10am–7pm Monday–Saturday; some close early on Saturday

Supermarkets 8am–9pm


QUICK INFO

Time zone GMT/UTC in winter, GMT/UTC plus one hour in summer

Country code +351

Emergency number 112

Population 237,559



Toilets

Public toilets in Porto are few and far between, but you’ll often find them at train and major metro stations, as well as in department stores and malls. Your best bet is to pop into a cafe or bar, order a cimbalino (espresso) and use that venue’s toilet.


ELECTRICITY
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Public Holidays

Shops, banks and offices are usually closed in Porto on the following feriados (public holidays):

Ano Novo (New Year’s Day) 1 January

Carnaval (Shrove Tuesday) February/March (not mandatory)

Páscoa (Easter) March/ April; Good Friday and Easter Sunday

Dia da Liberdade (Liberty Day) 25 April

Dia do Trabalhador (Labour Day) 1 May

Corpo de Deus (Ascension Day) May/June; ninth Thursday after Easter

Dia de Portugal (Portugal Day) 10 June

Dia de São João (St John Day) 24 June

Dia da Assunção (Feast of the Assumption) 15 August

Dia da República (Republic Day) 5 October

Dia da Restauração (Restauration Day) 1 December

Dia da Imaculada Conceição (Feast of the Immaculate Conception) 8 December

Natal (Christmas Day) 25 December






Language


Portuguese Basics

Hello.
Olá. o·laa

Goodbye.
Adeus. a·de·oosh

How are you?
Como está? ko·moo shtaa

Fine, and you?
Bem, e você? beng e vo·se

Please.
Por favor. poor fa·vor

Thank you.
Obrigado. (m) o·bree·gaa·doo
Obrigada. (f) o·bree·gaa·da

Excuse me.
Faz favor. faash fa·vor

Sorry.
Desculpe. desh·kool·pe

Yes./No.
Sim./Não. seeng/nowng



Fast Phrases

I don’t understand.

Não entendo. nowng eng·teng·doo

Do you speak English?

Fala inglês? faa·la eeng·glesh

The bill, please.

A conta, por favor. a kong·ta poor fa·vor

How much is it?

Quanto custa? kwang·too koosh·ta

Where’s the toilet? Onde é a casa de banho? ong·de e a kaa·za ba·nyoo

What time is it? Que horas são? kee o·rash sowng

It’s (10) o’clock.

São (dez) horas. sowng (desh) o·rash

Half past (10). (Dez) e meia. (desh) e may·a

in the morning. da manhã. da ma·nyang

in the afternoon. da tarde. da taar·de

in the evening. da noite. da noy·te

yesterday. ontem. ong·teng

tomorrow. amanhã. aa·ma·nyang

Help! Socorro! soo·ko·rroo

Go away! Vá-se embora! vaa·se eng·bo·ra

Call …! Chame …! shaa·me …

a doctor. um médico. oong me·dee·koo

the police. a polícia. a poo·lee·sya


Numbers

1

um oong

2

dois doysh

3

três tresh

4

quatro kwaa·troo

5

cinco seeng·koo

6

seis saysh

7

sete se·te

8

oito oy·too

9

nove no·ve

10

dez desh




Street Talk

Slang in a foreign language is tricky, but listen out for these words and phrases and even have a go at using them.

tudo bem? more of an end-all phrase than an actual expression of concern from the person asking how you are.

então a flexible word that changes meaning at each inflection. It can be a short form of a concerned question or a replacement for ‘hello’ (então?), a polite ‘watch it’ (então!), or a pause someone makes before starting a lengthy explanation (então...).

pá translates as bread, but, is usually used as an interjection meaning ‘man!’ or ‘dude!’. Depending on context, pá is also used in the place of ‘uhh...’ when you are thinking.

tipo used in the same context as how many English speakers use ‘like’, however, it literally translates as ‘type’.


DONATIONS TO ENGLISH

Numerous – you may recognise albino, brocade, dodo, molasses and commando



Signs

Entrada Entrance

Saída Exit

Aberto Open

Fechado Closed

Há Vaga Rooms Available

Não Há Vaga No Vacancies

Informação Information

Esquadra da Polícia Police Station

Proibido Prohibited

Casa de Banho Toilets

Homens Men

Mulheres Women

DISTINCTIVE SOUNDS

Throaty ‘r’ (similar to French) and nasal vowels (pronounced as if you’re trying to force the sound through the nose).

FALSE FRIENDS

Warning: many Portuguese words look like English words but have a different meaning altogether, eg salsa saal·sa is ‘parsley’, not ‘sauce’ (which is molho mo·lyoo in Portuguese).

MUST-KNOW GRAMMAR

Portuguese has both a formal and an informal word for ‘you’ (você and tu respectively). Verbs have a different ending for each person – like the English ‘I do’ vs ‘he/she does’.






Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travellers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you are happy to have your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/legal.
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