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MALLORCA

THE JOURNEY BEGINS HERE

[image: jpg]

Sa Calobra, Tramuntana mountains | proslgn/shutterstock ©

Mallorca's monumental wilderness shines – especially the extraordinary ridge rising from its southwest corner all the way to the dragon's tail in Cap de Formentor: the Tramuntana mountains. I love driving their pinnacle-topping ribbons of road, with twists opening up to soaring sea views, dropping down into honey-coloured villages where life has been ticking along for millennia. Each settlement has its own style – swishy Sóller, artsy jewel-box Deià, understated Pollença or blink-and-you'll-miss-it Estellencs. And then there's the cove-lined seafront, where each descent seems like an adventure to another land, along shade-dappled trails to cliff-backed cerulean seas. Creative people round it all out, making art, cooking up magic meals or simply spinning a great conversational yarn.

Alexis Averbuck

alexisaverbuck.com

Alexis paints and writes about her adventures – from living in Antarctica for a year to crossing the Pacific by sailboat – for Lonely Planet, National Geographic UK and other international outlets.

[image: jpg]

My favourite experience is riding with my sister on the vintage train from Sóller to Palma on satin banquettes in the former 1st-class carriage, thrilled as we tick-tick-tick up the mountian.
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BRILLIANT BEACHES & COVES

Mallorca has almost as many beaches and calas (coves) as days in the year, so the gorgeous turquoise Mediterranean is a constant backdrop to your days on the island. There’s something for all tastes, from wild Es Trenc to the family-friendly white sands and windsurfing around Pollença and Alcúdia; from the west coast's sheltered Port de Sóller and rocky calas to harbour bays on the east and southeast and party beaches around Badia de Palma.

Watersports

Pick your thrill, Mallorca's got it all: windsurfing, kitesurfing (pictured), diving, canyoning or caving. Popular spots include the bays of Alcúdia and Pollença.
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Nano Calvo/VW Pics/Universal Images Group via Getty Images ©

Keep Your Cool

By all means make like a lizard in the sun, but bring sun protection, hat and water, and look for shade – it can be warmer here than sea breezes suggest.
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Leah-Anne Thompson/shutterstock ©

Coastal Walks

A Mallorca highlight is the tramp down pine-cloaked hillsides for a dip in the cala (cove) below. An iconic one: the walk to Cala Deià.

[image: jpg]

Platja des Trenc | Simon Dannhauer/shutterstock ©


BEST BEACH EXPERIENCES

[image: ]

Languish on the soft sands beneath sheer cove cliffs along emerald waters around 1 Parc Natural de Mondragó.

Wander the coast or arrive by boat to 2 Sa Foradada as the setting sun paints the Mediterranean in aquarelles.

Discover kilometres of wild beach, white sand and turquoise waters at 3 Platja des Trenc.

Choose among Cala Torta, Cala Mitjana, Cala des Matzoc and Sa Font Salada on the 4 Península de Llevant, or walk between them all.

Walk from 5 Cala Bota to Cala Magraner, swimming, sunning and caving in four harder-to-reach coves.







JOURNEY BACK IN TIME

There’s far more to Mallorca than beaches with powder-soft sand. Get versed in its rich past: somnolent Bronze Age megaliths, inspiring Roman ruins, charming medieval hill towns, magnificent churches, stately palaces, grand patios and antique trains bring the island’s eventful history to life.

[image: jpg]

Ferrocarril de Sóller | OlgaGi/shutterstock ©

Ancient Ruins

The Roman ruins at Pollèntia are modern compared to Mallorca's Bronze Age sites from the Talayotic civilisation, like Ses Païsses, Capocorb Vell and Costitx.

Glorious Churches

The island’s architectural tour de force, Catedral de Mallorca dominates the Palma skyline, but even the smallest village tends to centre on a lovely little church.


BEST HISTORIC EXPERIENCES

[image: ]

Board the 1 vintage Sóller train for a nostalgic journey through the Tramuntanas, followed by a tram ride to Port de Sóller.

Hop through history in Palma's 2 Casco Antiguo, from Moorish baths to Gothic cathedral and Modernista masterpieces.

Walk Valldemossa's lanes, Chopin on your headphones, to his former residence, 3 Real Cartuja de Valldemossa.

Sleep at a historic finca (farm estate), quiet enough to hear an olive drop, like 17th-century 4 Son Mas.

Ascend the narrow medieval streets of 5 Artà to one of the island’s most intriguing church-castle complexes.







LIVING IT UP

At the core of Mallorcan identity is a deep love for having a wonderfully good time, as the island’s daily rhythm and its annual fiestas (parties) show. From sipping a beer on a buzzing square to hotly awaited celebrations in the tiniest of villages, people dance, drink, eat and celebrate in the streets.

[image: jpg]

Treading grapes for wine production | ZemfiraS/shutterstock ©

Cafe Life

Cafe culture is alive and well across the island. Casual coffee spots double as bars by night, making it easy to spend hours lingering over a drink, chatting and people watching.
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Rostislav Glinsky/shutterstock ©

Festivals

Key celebrations include Carnaval in February, the more solemn Semana Santa (pictured; Holy Week) and Festa Sant Jordi on 23 April, celebrated in many towns and villages.
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BEST CULTURAL EXPERIENCES

[image: ]

Go on a 1 Palma pub crawl, from tapas bars to cocktail lounges or casual craft-beer halls.

Sit on the ivy-shaded terrace sipping beers and munching pa amb oli (bread with oil) at 2 S'Hostal in Montuïri.

Make like the Night Manager and eat seafood on the seaside, at places like 3 Ca's Patró March in Cala Deià.

Tread grapes during 4 Binissalemharvest celebrations, at the centre of the island's wine country.

Go market-hopping across the island, starting with the oldest, on Wednesday in 5 Sineu.







WILD ADVENTURES

With a huge range of landscapes (including the UNESCO-recognised Serra de Tramuntana), a mild climate and plenty of outfitters to help, Mallorca gives you a prime chance to get outdoors and get moving. Walk serene mountain trails and sleep in a refuge or hermitage. Cycle hairpin bends or toodle along through vineyards. Snorkle and dive, or swim and bask in the sun. Wildlife lover? Head to the rich natural parks. Need adrenalin? Scale limestone crags, go canyoning and cliff jumping.

Best Birdwatching

Come in spring (April and May are best) for the Med's best birdwatching in Parc Natural de S’Albufera (pictured). Birders can enter just after sunrise. See birdingplaces.eu for other spots.
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Hunting Season

Be careful near areas marked Coto Privado de Caza. These are hunting areas. Instead, prepare your route and stick to main hiking trails which are well-marked.

[image: jpg]

anja_ie/shutterstock ©

Hike Responsibly

Mallorca runneth over with fantastic hikes. Leave it as you found it: pack out rubbish, stay on marked trails, and respect wildlife and private property.

[image: jpg]

Illa de Sa Dragonera | Wayleebird/Alamy Stock Photo ©


BEST WILDERNESS EXPERIENCES

[image: ]

Trek part of the 1 G221 Trail (Ruta de Pedra en Sec), stretching across the Tramuntana mountains from Andratx to Pollença.

Ferry to the Balearics' only national park in the 2 Cabrera archipelago, an oasis of sealife, birds and wild vegetation.

Explore 3 Parc Natural de la Península de Llevant, a beautiful, protected wildlife area rich in walking routes.

Hike Cap des Pinar from a historic hermitage to 4 Platja des Coll Baix, an isolated and near-perfect beach.

In high season, hike, picnic and swim the unspoilt wildlife-rich 5 Illa de Sa Dragonera, an uninhabited island and conservation base.







EXCEPTIONAL EATS

Dining is a major source of pleasure in Mallorca, going to the very heart of the island’s identity. Whether you aim for generous helpings of conill amb ceba (rabbit with onions), hunger-slaying empanadas (pasties with savoury fillings) or tantalising delights at a confitería (pastry shop), trying local dishes should top your to-do list.

Vegan? Gluten-Free? No Problem

Eating options abound, particularly in Palma’s Old Quarter and Santa Catalina, but also in resort towns across the island.

[image: jpg]

AS Foodstudio/shutterstock ©

Market Fresh

Make time for Mallorca's enthralling markets with their lively stalls, tapas bars and counters, like Palma's daily Mercat de l'Olivar (pictured) or Sineu's centuries-old Wednesday market.

[image: jpg]
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Cooking Courses

Sign up for a cookery workshop in Palma to learn about Mallorcan cuisine, or Ecocirer in Sóller runs cooking workshops for kids focused on healthy eating.


BEST EATING EXPERIENCES

[image: ]

Check out cellers (wine cellars turned into restaurants), especially renowned in 1 Inca, for a truly traditional meal.

Splash out at Palma's 2 Dins Santi Taura where the Michelin-starred chef puts a modern twist on Mallorcan classics.

Revel in beautiful sea views from the cliffside terrace at 3 Béns d’Avall near Deià while dining on quality cooking based on permaculture produce.

Struggle with choice in 4 Valldemossa: hearty traditional at Hostal Ca'n Marió or farm-fresh modern at Es Taller.

Find your favourite ensaïmada (sugar-powdered pastry) and artisan ice cream in 5 Sóller and island-wide.







ART WORLD

Mallorca has a deep history in pottery, weaving and painting, and its lambent light, inspiring landscapes and artful way of life has long drawn artists to its shores. Today, the vibrant art and gallery scene centres on Palma, the island's cultural queen, but you'll encounter contemporary artists and craftspeople island-wide – some even offer classes.

[image: jpg]

Museu Fundación Juan March | Album/Alamy Stock Photo ©

Visit Artist Studios

Organise studio visits to see work being made and talk with the artist with Art Balear (art-balear.com) or Visit My Mallorca (visitmymallorca.com) studio tours.

Island Artist

See the work of Miquel Barceló, renowned local artist from Felanitx (as well as that of famed architect-artist Antoni Gaudí) inside Palma’s Catedral de Mallorca.


BEST ART GALLERY EXPERIENCES

[image: ]

Get inspired at 1 Fundació Pilar i Joan Miró where Miró’s studios remain as they were, alongside a thrilling collection of his paintings.

Sample modern Spanish art featuring Miró, Picasso, Dalí and Barceló at 2 Museu Fundación Juan March in Palma.

See what's cooking at 3 CCA Andratx with its extensive programme of exhibitions, artists talks and workshops.

Stroll from the Picasso and Miró rooms at Sóller's train station to 4 Can Prunera gallery in an elegant Modernista building.

Paint the town at 5 Nit de l’Art, a special night in Palma when all galleries remain open, an instant art immersion.







URBAN LIFE

Mallorca is decorated with ancient towns and lovely villages that insist on go-slow exploration. The sublime valleys and hills of the Serra de Tramuntana certainly harbour many, their beauty amplified by the potent mountainous backdrop. But the interior is also a wonderful patchwork of unique and historic hamlets begging for exploration.

City Delights

From lovely Palma de Mallorca and buzzing Inca to laid-back Sóller (pictured), the island's larger towns and cities are a feast for the senses.

[image: jpg]
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Fortified Towns

Defensible castle fortresses top towns like Artà (pictured) and Alcúdia and villages like Capdepera (not to mention Palma's grand walls).

[image: jpg]

Concept Island/shutterstock ©

Serene Sanctuaries

If you explore just outside many Mallorcan villages, you'll find tiny walkable churches, sanctuaries and hermitages, like Ermita de Santa Magdalena.


BEST VILLAGE EXPERIENCES

[image: ]

Soar to 1 Deià, perched high above the Mediterranean, the Tramuntanas rising like a natural amphitheatre above.

Walk through citrus, almond and olive groves from Sóller to cute-as-a-button 2 Biniaraix, and tuck into tapas on the square.

Explore 3 Santanyí and its honey-coloured churches paired with a fine array of bars, boutiques, ceramic shops and restaurants.

Cruise between hamlets on narrow mountain byways from 4 Orient to Alaró before climbing to impregnable fortress ruins.

Earn your tapas by hiking up the Calvari steps to the hilltop church in 5 Pollença for views in all directions.







FAMILY FUN

Mallorca could be the poster child for stimulating and stress-free family travel. Undoubtedly an adults' playground, it's just as packed with diversions and distractions for little ones: castles to scale, warm seas and wild waterparks to splash in, caves to explore, beaches to burn energy and warm welcomes all round.

[image: jpg]

Palma Aquarium | navorolphotography/shutterstock ©

Horsing Around

Spend an afternoon horse riding by the beach or in the mountains with Naturacavall.

Make Like an Explorer

Pack a picnic, sun cream and hat, and take a boat out to the island nature parks Cabrera island to the south or Sa Dragonera to the west.


BEST FAMILY FUN EXPERIENCES

[image: ]

Play, snorkle and hit the waves at family-friendly 1 Badia d'Alcúdia and neighbouring bay of Pollença.

Zipline through the forest at 2 Jungle Parc or visit La Reserva for wildlife and outdoors activities.

Spelunk in underground caves like 3 Coves del Drac and Coves dels Hams, or smaller but impressive Coves de Génova.

Pick your fortress, from Palma's city walls to 4 Castell de Bellver, where you can picnic in the surrounding forest.

Head to Palma's 5 Aquarium to see Big Blue, the deepest shark tank in Europe, and a huge variety of marine life.









REGIONS & CITIES

Find the places that tick all your boxes.
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ITINERARIES

Western Mountain Coast & Culture

[image: jpg]

Allow: 5 days     Distance: 118km


Hire a car and explore the island's west, along the thrilling Tramuntana mountain range, to discover stunning scenery, picturesque valley villages and Mallorcan cuisine and culture. Stop at rich historical sites on the way. For less traffic, take this route in low or shoulder season.


[image: jpg]
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Deià | vulcano/shutterstock ©

1
Andratx [image: ] ½ Day

Begin at Andratx, visiting the contemporary-art collection at CCA Andratx or taking a short hike in the nearby hills. Our favourites include a walk to the ruins of the La Trapa monastery (pictured) or around Puig Galatzó. From Andratx you can also add some time to play in small resort Sant Elm and go by boat out to Parc Natural de Sa Dragonera.

[image: jpg]

TravelNerd/shutterstock ©

2
Banyalbufar [image: ] ½ Day

Plan for extra time on the twisting MA10 road with some of the island's best watchtower vistas. Stop at Estellencs (pictured), popular with hikers and bikers, fuel up at a cafe and take a dip in its beautiful cove. Overnight in idyllic Banyalbufar where you can go wine tasting or descend to nearby calas for sunset views.

[image: ] Detour: Drive inland on a lovely loop to Esporles and Puigpunyent. [image: ] 45 minutes
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Yann Guichaoua-Photos/getty images ©

3
Valldemossa [image: ] 1 Day

Visit the enthralling Real Cartuja de Valldemossa (pictured), former residence of Chopin, George Sand, other creatives, monks and royalty, then explore the cobbled streets. See the home of island saint, Santa Catalina, or tour the Son Moragues olive groves. Book ahead to dine in one of its excellent restaurants.

[image: ] Detour: Sa Foradada is a rock formation accessible on a stunning walk or boat trip. [image: ]45 minutes
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trabantos/shutterstock ©


4
Deià [image: ] 1 Day

Postcard-pretty Deià is best visited in quieter months. Walk down to Cala Deià (pictured), featured in The Night Manager, for a seaside lunch. Visit the home of writer Robert Graves or walk to Deià's hilltop cemetery to pay homage to the many artists, writers and musicians who have been drawn here.

[image: ] Detour: The half-day hike from Deià to Sóller is a classic. [image: ]45 minutes

[image: jpg]

Westend61/getty images ©

5
Sóller [image: ] 1 Day

Travel back in time in Modernista Sóller, with its squares full of orange trees, beautiful buildings and an old tram to its harbour. Shop on Calle Luna and explore its botanical gardens (pictured). You can also hike up the Golden Valley to Biniaraix and Fornalutx.

[image: ] Detour: Take a day trip to Palma on Sóller's evocative vintage railway. [image: ] 1 hour
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Kritzolina/Wikimedia/CC BY-SA 4.0 ©

6
Pollença [image: ] 1 Day

En route to northwestern Pollença, stop for walks at island reservoirs, descend the hair-raising road to Sa Calobra and visit Santuari de Lluc, from which there are many hikes. Enjoy the evening in Pollença, browsing its shops or kicking back on the plaza at a cafe. Still feeling energetic? You can climb the 365 steps to Calvari (pictured) and its views.

[image: jpg]

lexan/shutterstock ©





ITINERARIES

Active Adventures in the North

[image: jpg]

Allow: 4 days     Distance: 94km


Whether you’re a lone ranger looking for adrenalin on a canyon wall or kitesurfing and scuba diving, or you’re travelling with the fam and want gentler waves and easier-to-reach viewpoints, northern Mallorca has you covered. You can also book with local adventure experts for insider action.
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Mirador de Sa Creueta | Alexandre.ROSA/shutterstock ©

1
Cap de Formentor [image: ] 1 DAY

Enjoy stunning cycling, hiking and swimming on Cap de Formentor. Start with mind-boggling viewpoint Mirador de Sa Creueta before making your way out to its lighthouse. You can then move along to the Port de Pollença for watersports activities in the beautiful family-friendly bay.

[image: jpg]

vivooo/shutterstock ©

2
Port d’Alcúdia [image: ] 1 DAY

Busy Port d’Alcúdia has fine beaches with a wide range of watersports schools in its family-friendly bay – try kayaking, SUP or windsurfing (pictured). You can mix it up by popping inland to Alcúdia town, with its medieval city walls, and the Roman ruins at Pollèntia.

3
Cap des Pinar [image: ] ½ DAY

This wild peninsula is the spot for some of the least-known but best hiking on the island. Our favourites include walks from Ermita de la Victòria to a historic watchtower and down to the exquisite Platja des Coll Baix. Art lovers should spend a couple of hours at the Sa Bassa Blanca estate, with myriad galleries and a beach below for a swim.

[image: ] Detour: Start early for a dawn birdwatch at Parc Natural de S’Albufera. [image: ] 15 minutes


4
Colònia de Sant Pere [image: ] 1 DAY

Off-the-beaten-track Colònia de Sant Pere and Son Serra de Marina (pictured) are popular with surfers, windsurfers and kitesurfers. This beautiful stretch of coastline captivates, and it’s also a good jumping-off point for horse riding, caving, canyoning and diving. You can also go east to Betlem’s fine coves and take the walk up to Ermita de Betlem in Llevant Natural Park.

[image: jpg]

tolobalaguer.com/shutterstock ©

5
Manacor [image: ] ½ DAY

A busy interior town with a Monday market, Manacor is not on the tourist trail, but sports lovers should carve out a few hours to visit Rafa Nadal’s tennis academy. Watch matches in progress and book ahead for timed entry to the museum (pictured) and sports simulation play area. From Manacor you can also add another day and cycle the 29km Via Verde to Artà.

[image: jpg]
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ITINERARIES

Eastern Towns & Beaches

[image: jpg]

Allow: 5 days     Distance: 90km


The east has it all. Gorgeous Artà anchors the northeastern corner, surrounded by wild natural parks and stone villages. Heading south, you'll pass larger resorts, but some retain charming harbourfronts. Multiple coves call for exploration. Sunny sandstone Santanyí beckons in the southeast, as do some of the island's best beaches.
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Platja de Cala Gat, Cala Ratjada | Simon Dannhauer/shutterstock ©

1
Artà [image: ] 1 DAY

Discover Artà (pictured), with winding streets, castle walls and spectacular views over Parc Natural de la Península de Llevant and surrounding countryside. Tuesdays are market day, renowned for both pottery and basket-weaving. Dive deeper at Bronze Age settlement Ses Païsses or in the Coves d’Artà.

[image: ] Detour: Spend a day hiking in Parc Natural de la Península de Llevant. [image: ] 30 minutes
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Emily_M_Wilson/getty images ©

2
Capdepera & Cala Ratjada [image: ] ½ DAY

Zip into Capdepera for a coffee in the plaza with castle views, then head out to the nearby lighthouse (pictured) and a swim in a cove near Cala Ratjada, where you can also spend an hour at Sa Torre Cega mansion wandering its sculpture garden.

[image: ] Detour: Hire a kayak or SUP in Canyamel to get out on the water. [image: ]15 minutes

[image: jpg]

CARMELO DE LORENZO/shutterstock ©

3
Porto Cristo [image: ] ½ DAY

Make a beeline to Porto Cristo for its famed cave systems, Coves del Drac and Coves dels Hams (pictured). If you're feeling energetic, hike between Cala Bota and Cala Magraner, east-coast coves with no car access, or, on a clear day, drive up to Santuari de San Salvador for island-wide views.

[image: ] Detour: Lounge harbourfront in Portocolom over a seafood lunch for a delicious couple of hours. [image: ] 25 minutes
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Denis Doronin/shutterstock ©


4
Santanyí [image: ] 2 DAYS

Sandstone Santanyi is all about eye candy. From inviting architecture and art galleries to neighbouring Parc Natural de Mondragó (pictured) where walks through forests lead to azure cove swims. Nearby fishing villages, Portopetro and Cala Figuera and their excellent swimming holes have bobbing boats, and are popular for SUP, kayaking and other watersports.

[image: jpg]

Michele Alfieri/shutterstock ©

5
Es Trenc & Ses Salines [image: ] 1 DAY

Sand dunes back one of Mallorca's marquee beaches, Platja des Trenc (pictured). Come early for a serene swim or join crowds later when they flock here for white sands and crystalline waters. Go looking for flamingoes at Ses Salines and tour the salt pans, just back from the beach.

[image: ] Detour: Visit Capocorb Vell, an expansive Talayotic village ruin. [image: ] 30 minutes
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Ses Païsses, Artà | TBcuisine/shutterstock ©





ITINERARIES

Palma & Wine Country

[image: jpg]

Allow: 5½ days     Distance: 65km


Start in Palma, the island's fascinating and thriving capital, with its grand cathedral and killer nightlife. Then tour the vineyards and villages of the island's heartland. Travel by train for some of this (Santa María, Binissalem and Inca are on the same line), take the bus or hire a car. Just be sure to book vineyard tours in advance.


[image: jpg]
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Plaça de la Llotja, Palma | Jeff Whyte/shutterstock ©

1
Palma [image: ] 2 DAYS

Two days is the minimum for this brilliant city where ancient walls surround historic landmarks, mansions and hidden patis (courtyards; pictured), with arts, nightlife and restaurant scenes to match. Or simply pull up a chair on one of its many squares, drink in hand, and watch people go by.

[image: ] Detour: Spend a few hours marvelling at Joan Miró's genius in his ateliers and gallery in Cala Major. [image: ] 30 minutes
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Boris Stroujko/shutterstock ©

2
Santa María del Camí [image: ] ½ DAY

Start with this small town, called Santa María (pictured) for short, on the edge of wine country to soak up a bit of daily Mallorcan life. Its boutiques, cafes and restaurants are also popular with expats, plus it's a good place to kick off winery visits, with several in the area. The town bursts on Sunday market days. Nearby fincas and boutique hotels make it easy to stay.

[image: jpg]

vulcano/shutterstock ©

3
Binissalem [image: ] 1 DAY

The centre of Mallorca's wine production, the sleepy sandstone town of Binissalem makes a chilled-out base for touring Binissalem-Mallorca DO vineyards to the south. You can visit town-based vineyards, such as José Luis Ferrer (pictured), and tasting rooms, as well as the historic home of island writer Llorenç Villalonga. In September, the Festa des Vermar raucously celebrates the grape harvest.

[image: jpg]

Photosite/shutterstock ©


4
Inca [image: ] ½ DAY

Known for leather-making and traditional celler restaurants, Inca is Mallorca’s third-largest town. The busy market takes place on Thursdays, but with plenty of leatherwork shops (pictured), cafes and restaurants, the little city is hopping throughout the week.

[image: ] Detour: Book ahead for a top meal in Tramuntana hill towns Caimari or Campanet. [image: ] 15 minutes
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5
Sencelles [image: ] ½ DAY

Stroll around the orchards, vineyards (pictured) and ancient Talayotic ruins between Costitx and Sencelles. You can wrap up in this petite agricultural hub in the centre of the Pla de Mallorca, known for its winemaking, olive oil, sheep rearing and fig production. Wednesday's market showcases all the abundance.

[image: jpg]

Mickes Photos/shutterstock ©

6
Sineu [image: ] 1 DAY

Try to time your visit for Wednesday morning's historic Mercat de Sineu (pictured), which has been running for, oh, about 700 years. Sineu was a royal base so its monumental architecture, churches and convents also call for a wander.

[image: ] Detour: Spend a couple of hours in tiny Petra to visit the birth home of Juníper Serra, the missionary who wrought major change in Mexico and California. [image: ] 20 minutes
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Ana del Castillo/shutterstock ©







WHEN TO GO

Palma is great year-round, while spring, summer and autumn are best for exploring and enjoying the rest of the island.


Spring brings soft clouds of almond blossom to the trees, and wildflowers dot the countryside. Come for hiking or cycling, Carnaval or Semana Santa (Holy Week) processions. Summertime is all about the beach and lazy alfresco days, with music festivals and open-air cinema by night. Enjoy local celebrations such as Festa de la Verge del Carme (16 July) with processions in the seaside villages. Autumn is harvest-time on the island with Festes de la Verema, celebrating the grape harvest, and a time to enjoy nature. Early autumn is still very pleasant for swimming and watersports. Winter sees a quieter, cooler side to the island. Palma twinkles with lights and the Christmas markets line Passeig d'es Born. On 5 January, Los Reyes (Three Kings) parades take place around the island. Palma starts the year with Sant Sebastià, when fireworks and live music fill the plazas.

Best Accommodation Deals

You'll find the best lodging prices during shoulder or winter low season. For Easter and summer book well in advance.
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Mallorcan olive grove | Annik Susemihl/shutterstock ©


I LIVE HERE

SEASONAL PATTERNS

Carmen R Huidobro aims to showcase Spain's heritage in an authentic and conscious way on espanolita.net. @espanolita_net

I love living in Mallorca because of how its unique island methodologies and traditions are maintained, because of how Mallorcans are. It is truly inspiring. There is a deep respect for nature and the seasons here, how things connect and influence each other. This is especially notable in festivals celebrating the island’s rich produce, including olive oil, figs and honey.




MIDDLE OF THE MED

The largest of the Balearic Islands, Mallorca has a varied landscape ranging from mountains to inland pine forests, almond and olive groves, and 550km of coastline. Its location and terrain make for a climate of mild winters and hot summers.



WHAT TO EXPECT

June and July are the driest months. July sees an average of 346 hours of sunshine but sea breezes help cool the island. October is usually the wettest month, though thunderstorms in late August are common. Beware: in winter, many restaurants and tourist-oriented hotels close.

Big Fiestas & Festivals


Carnaval The Lenten season kicks off across the island. In Palma, a children’s procession, Sa Rueta, is followed by the grown-up version, Sa Rua, with pumping music, costumes and colourful floats. [image: ] January/February

Semana Santa Follow the Holy Week processions around the island. Begin in Palma on Holy Thursday evening, then head to Pollença for its moving torchlit Good Friday Davallament (Descent from the Cross). On Easter Sunday, head to Montuïri’s S’Encuentro. [image: ] March/April

Nit de Foc In Palma, the night before the midsummer feast of St John is celebrated with fiery abandon. The correfoc (fire running) begins in the Parc de la Mar, as costumed demons leap and dance. City beaches host musical groups, bonfires and crowds partying til dawn. [image: ] June

Festival Chopin Valldemossa pays tribute to one-time resident Frédéric Chopin, at the stately Real Cartuja de Valldemossa, with top-notch classical concerts. [image: ] August.

Wonderful Celebrations & Events


Es Firó Crowds gather in costume to much merriment and festivities when Sóller reenacts the town’s heroic defenders, led by the so-called Valiant Women, fighting off Muslim pirates, as they did in 1561. [image: ] May

Día de la Virgen del Carmen In recognition of the patron saint of sailors and fishers, in ports all over the island statues of the Virgin Mary are carried in a procession, boats are blessed and torches lit. [image: ] July

Marxa des Güell a Lluc a Peu Many join pilgrims as they walk through the night by candlelight, from Palma to the sanctuary of Lluc high in the Tramuntana mountains. [image: ] August

Cinema a la Fresca Running each summer since 1986, this Palma institution brings free open-air cinema to the parks in the capital. [image: ] August


I LIVE HERE

SóLLER

Born and raised in Sóller, Xisca Coll loves sports including trail running.

Sóller is surrounded by astonishing mountains that seem drawn by a magical painter. There's no day, or season, when I don't feel amazed and blessed to enjoy them as an amateur trail runner. As a little girl my dad taught me the names of the peaks we see from town, and the moment I'm up on one of them looking down, I get a feeling of happiness and freedom.
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Sóller | Julen Arabaolaza/shutterstock ©

WHEN THE WIND BLOWS

In the winter months, mistral (northwest) and tramontana (north) winds cross Mallorca, and from March thermal winds start to blow, making the island popular with kitesurfers.

Weather through the Year (Palma)
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January

Avg. daytime max: 15°C

Days of rainfall:
5

[image: gif]

February

Avg. daytime max: 15°C

Days of rainfall:
5
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March

Avg. daytime max: 18°C

Days of rainfall:
5
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April

Avg. daytime max: 20°C

Days of rainfall:
5
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May

Avg. daytime max: 24°C

Days of rainfall:
4
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June

Avg. daytime max: 28°C

Days of rainfall:
2
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July

Avg. daytime max: 32°C

Days of rainfall:
1
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August

Avg. daytime max: 32°C

Days of rainfall:
2
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September

Avg. daytime max: 27°C

Days of rainfall:
4
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October

Avg. daytime max: 25°C

Days of rainfall:
6
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November

Avg. daytime max: 19°C

Days of rainfall:
6

[image: gif]

December

Avg. daytime max: 16°C

Days of rainfall:
6





GET PREPARED
FOR MALLORCA

Useful things to load in your bag, your ears and your brain
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Hiking, La Trapa trail | tolobalaguer.com/shutterstock ©

Clothes

Layers With about 300 days of sunshine each year, Mallorca is renowned for its warm climate. However, evenings in spring and autumn are cooler (and windy by the coast), and in winter the mountains can get a dusting of snow. It can rain, too. Pack layers, and when hiking, durable outer layers are essential for the higher reaches.

Casual clothes Casual wear is fine for most cafes and bars, even T-shirts and running shoes, but add some stylish flair to your choices to fit in best. And dress up a bit for restaurants and high-end watering holes.

Footwear Hiking boots are essential for mountain walking. Comfortable flat sandals or shoes are best for cobbled, sometimes steep, village and town streets.

Hat Pack a hat to protect from sunshine.


Manners

Greet and thank people in Mallorquin. You’ll be rewarded with a warm smile, especially away from the tourist hubs.

It might not look like a queue. At the bank, in a shop or at a restaurant, there's a system at work. Ask who is last in line when you join.

Dress appropriately. The centre of Palma and the village church are not the place for beachwear.




READ

[image: jpg]

Wild Olives: Life in Majorca with Robert Graves (William Graves; 1995) Excellent account of a Deià childhood with father Robert Graves.

[image: jpg]

Snowball Oranges: One Mallorcan Winter (Peter Kerr; 2000) Humorous memoir of island living.

[image: jpg]

Miró on Mallorca (Barbara Catoir; 1995) Explores the artist's relationship to and inspiration from the island.

[image: jpg]

El Canvi (Miquel Bauçà; 1998) For the poetry lovers. Groundbreaking Catalan poems by an unusual writer from Felanitx.




Words

Two languages are spoken, Spanish and Mallorquin (similar to Catalan). While Spanish is more commonly spoken in large tourist resorts, Mallorquin is spoken by islanders.

Mallorquin

Hello Bon dia (Bon di-a) meaning ‘good day’ or hola (ola) meaning hello.

Good afternoon Bona tarda (bona tarda) for use after around 3pm.

How are you? ¿Uep, com anam? Uep (wh-ep) is common, a filler word used as an interjectory ‘well’ or ‘oh’ or ‘hi’. Com anam is ‘how's it going?’ The typical response is Bé, tot bé (Good, all good).

Please Per favor

Thank you Gràcis

Yes Sí

No No

Don’t mention it De res (meaning ‘think nothing of it’).

Goodbye Adèu (day-ooh)/Fins un altra! Means ‘until next time’, like ‘see you soon’.

That one Això (ay-show) Useful – point at what you would like to see or buy and say això, per favor.

Spanish

Hello Hola

Good afternoon Buenos días

How are you ¿Qué tal? Or ¿Cómo estás? With the response Bien (good) or Muy bien (great).

Please Por favor

Thank you Gracias

Yes Sí

No No

Don’t mention it De nada

Goodbye Adiós/Hasta luego (see you later)

One term of affection you’ll hear is reí/reina (king/queen), often used in cafes, bars and more informal settings. If someone is buena onda (literally meaning ‘good wave’) it means they have a positive outlook and energy.




WATCH

The Night Manager (pictured; 2016) TV adaptation of John Le Carré’s novel, with stellar cast and scenes in Deià, Port de Sóller, Palma and Pollença.

The Mallorca Files (2019–21) Winning pairing of detectives solving crimes for Palma police.

Bearn o la sala de les nines (Jaime Chávarri; 1983) Film based on the famous novel by Mallorcan writer Llorenç Villalonga.

Love Island UK (2016–present) Reality TV show set in a Mallorcan villa with sexy singletons and loads of drama in the sun.

Pep (2020–22) Touching local IB3 TV series exploring family dynamics and local village life; English subtitles available on YouTube.
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LISTEN

Terra Secreta (Maria del Mar Bonet; 2007) Renowned folk singer-songwriter from Palma with an illustrious musical career.

Niña de Fuego (Concha Buika; 2008) Grammy-nominated album by a Palma-born singer-songwriter and poet.

IB3 Radio Showcases all things Mallorcan. YouTube shows include Passejades (walking trips and interviews) and Balears des de l’aire.

Majorca Mallorca Podcast featuring news, culture and events.







THE FOOD SCENE

Mallorca's vibrant culinary scene ranges from inventive internationally famed eateries to rustic celler dining, excellent local wine and lively food markets.
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Tumbet (Mallorcan ratatouille) | Fanfo/shutterstock ©

Stopping to gather with friends and family, sit down and slowly savour a meal is one of the best things about Mallorca, where eating is not just a functional pastime but one of life’s great pleasures. Eating alfresco in the warmer months is the norm, as is eating very late at night. Chowing down on the move is not part of the culture and there's a refreshing lack of fast-food restaurants (the few here are mainly frequented by unadventurous tourists). The closest Mallorcans come to eating standing up is when they tapear: go from bar to bar sampling tapas or pintxos with a glass of local vino along the way.

Hungry? Good. Mallorcans love nothing more than to see visitors to their island well fed. Whether it's sizzling-from-the-spit suckling pig in Inca's vaulted cellers, Med-fresh fish on a terrace with huge sea views or new-wave Balearic cuisine in Palma, prepare your taste buds, loosen your belt a notch and get stuck in.

Classic Mallorcan Fare

Traditional dishes are rich and meat-focused, especially in the rural interior. Pork is very popular, working its way into countless sausages, stews, soups and even some vegetable dishes and desserts. Paella may have its origins just across the water in Valencia, but this and other rice dishes have been taken to heart by Mallorcans and some of Spain’s best paellas are found on the island.


Seafood Restaurants

Fish restaurants are a staple of Mallorcan dining and a highlight of any trip is a delicious meal on sandy shores or a clifftop. Book well ahead.

Much fish is flown in, but locally caught species include besugo (sea bream), rape (monkfish) and cape roig. Although you’ll find fish and seafood cooked in a variety of sauces, this is largely a nod to foreign tastes. Mallorcans love fresh seafood grilled with just a bit of salt and lemon, or a la sal, baked in a salt crust.

[image: jpg]

Mallorcan seafood | Marina Kryuchina/shutterstock ©

Vegetarians & Vegans

There has been a marked increase in restaurants and cafes dishing up vegetarian and vegan fare in recent years, making the most of the island’s abundant range of produce. In particular, Palma, Santanyí and Sóller all offer a wide range of options, but you'll find vegetarian-friendly restaurants in all larger towns and most resorts.

If you want something light, try trempó, a refreshing salad of chopped tomatoes, peppers and onions, drizzled in olive oil. Pa amb oli is another favourite, as is tumbet (Mallorcan ratatouille). Spanish gazpacho (cold, garlicky tomato soup) and tortillas de patatas (thick omelettes made with potatoes) are popular, too.

Bear in mind that many traditional veggie dishes are prepared with salted pork, meat broth or lard. For meat-free meals be sure to stress that you're vegetarian. Soy vegetariano/a (I’m a vegetarian m/f) or no como carne (I don’t eat meat) should do the trick.


FOOD & WINE FESTIVALS

Sa Fira (first Sunday in May) Since 1318, Sineu has held the island’s largest and most authentic livestock and produce market.

Fira de la Taronja (June) Visit Sóller's valley for this celebration of citrus, with food stalls, workshops, music and a party atmosphere.

Festa des Vermar (late September) Grape-harvest festival in Binissalem featuring grape-crushing competitions, parades, correfoc (fire running), kids' events and a huge grape fight.

Fira Dolça (October) Stalls line the streets of Esporles during this popular celebration of all things sweet.

Fira de s’Oliva (November) Held in Caimari, celebrating olives and olive oil.

La Fira de l’Esclatasang (November) Fireworks, food, traditional dancing and music, bonfires and a parade – all in honour of mushrooms. In Mancor de la Vall.
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Festa des Vermar, Binissalem | zixia/shutterstock ©


Best Mallorcan Dishes

ARRÒS BRUT

'Dirty rice': sausage (butifarrón, sobrassada) or rabbit, mushrooms and vegetables.

SOBRASSADA

Cured sausage of paprika and spices to spread on bread or incorporate into dishes.

PA AMB OLI

Bread with oil; pa moreno (rye bread) with chopped tomatoes and other toppings.

TUMBET

Aubergines, peppers and potato fried and served in a rich tomato sauce.

COCA MALLORQUINA

Crispy flatbreads with various toppings; coca de trempó (tomatoes, peppers, onions).

EMPANADES

Savoury pasties typically filled with lamb, pork, chicken or sobrassada.

ENSAïMADAS

Thin pastry layers dusted in icing sugar; often breakfast with café amb llet (milky espresso).

CARQUINYOLIS

Crunchy almond biscuits or cookies.




Local Specialities


How to Hit the Markets

Despite large supermarkets on the outskirts of towns, a weekly market is a key part of Mallorcan life. Meet and talk to local producers – artisanal honey growers, cheesemakers, olive growers, craftspeople or bakers – and gain insight into island traditions while sampling the products.

Check Market Days Each town has a set day and time (usually mornings from about 8.30am to 1.30pm). Palma has excellent daily markets.

Big Markets

Alcúdia, Artà: Tuesday

Capdepera, Esporles, Santanyí, Sineu: Wednesday

Inca: Thursday

Bunyola, Santanyí, Sóller: Saturday

Alcúdia, Pollença, Santa María del Camí, Valldemossa: Sunday

Night Markets

Summer only: Port d'Alcúdia (Wednesday to Saturday, 6pm to 10pm), Playa del Muro (nightly, 7pm to 11pm), Santa Ponça (nightly 7pm to midnight) and Cala d'Or (Sundays, 6pm to 11.30pm).

Top Tips Bring cash and watch your belongings.

[image: jpg]

Caragols | pedrolieb/shutterstock ©

Snack Time

Forn or confitería Hit a bakery or pastry shop.

Tapas and pintxos Absorb local life along with a glass of beer or wine, streetside.

Dare to Try

Botifarró Cured blood sausage.

Caragols Snails in a garlic, fennel and chilli broth, normally served with aioli.

Percebes Goose barnacles – claw-like, filter-feeding crustaceans that cling to rocks – look ghastly but taste divine.

Frit Mallorquí Flavoursome lamb offal and veg fry-up.


MEALS OF A LIFETIME

Marc Fosh Michelin-starred flagship in a stylish converted convent refectory.

Es Verger Superbly tender slow-cooked lamb on the winding road up to Castell d’Alaró.

Sa Foradada Hike down or boat and climb up for paella with amazing sea views.

Adrián Quetglas Palma's chef Adrián emphasises haute cuisine for the masses.

DINS Santi Taura One of the island’s beloved chefs, Santi Taura, reinvents Mallorcan classics.

Miceli Farm-fresh fare in the Tramuntana foothills, or if you can't get a reservation try nearby Ca Na Toneta.

Béns d’Avall Clifftop perch overlooking the sea; pop-the-question-at-sunset romantic.




THE YEAR IN FOOD

SPRING

Fruit trees flower, almond trees blossom and wild asparagus pops up in the countryside; it's time to pick lemons and apricots. Caragols (snails) and anyell de let (suckling lamb) feature on menus.
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SUMMER

Markets and menus fill with fresh figs, salads, fruit, olives and cheese (try formatge Mallorquí). Fonoll marí (samphire), a coastal plant, is marinated and used in salads. Pack a beach picnic, eat alfresco.
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AUTUMN

Time for grape, almond and olive harvests and mushroom-picking in the hills (looking for esclata-sang). Join the Festa des Vermar in Binissalem for the grape fight. Pomegranates are about ready for picking.
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WINTER

Cosy, hearty fare – lechona asada (roast suckling pig), sobrassada (cured pork sausage), arròs brut, soups and stews – come to the fore. Revel in crunchy churros and hot chocolate on cold days.
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HOW TO… How To Appreciate Mallorca's Wines

Mallorca has been popping a cork on its own wines since Roman times and the industry was still flourishing in the mid-19th century. But in the late 1880s the vines were ravaged by the imported pest phylloxera. It's only in the past few decades that the island's wine has made it back onto the world map. Just over 30 cellars, with 2500 hectares between them, comprise the island’s production, and it's easy to order the delicious (usually well-priced) vintages in Mallorca’s restaurants and hotels, or better yet, go wine tasting and meet the producers.
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Vineyards, Banyalbufar | Matthew Dixon/shutterstock ©

Know Your Regions

The island’s vine-cloaked interior has two recognised winegrowing regions which have met the exacting standards of quality control known as DO (Denominación de Orígen). The smaller of the two, Binissalem DO (binissalemdo.com), extends just beyond the village of the same name. The much larger Pla i Llevant DO region (doplaillevant.com) covers most of the eastern half of the island, including the vineyards around Manacor, Felanitx and Llucmajor, where growing conditions are ideal.

Wines are also produced on the seaward slopes of the Serra de Tramuntana, particularly around coastal Banyalbufar, where you can see how the grapes are grown on narrow Moorish-era terraces carved into the landscape. These are often classified as Vino de la Tierra Serra de Tramuntana – Costa Nord. Non-DO wines can also be classified Vino de la Tierra Mallorca (like Castell Miquel near Lloseta and Oliver Moragues in Algaida) and Vino de la Tierra Illes Balears (like Ànima Negra near Felanitx).

Know Your Varieties

Around half of the reds produced in DO regions come from local manto negro grapes. International varieties such as cabernet sauvignon are also planted alongside other native varieties, like fogoneu and callet. Around two-thirds of the DO whites come from the moll grape variety. Other local white varieties include prensal blanc and girò blanc, which are blended with Catalan grapes like parellada or with international varieties like chardonnay. Around Banyalbufar the malvasia grape is enjoying a revival.




NOW GO WINE TASTING!

What better way to enjoy local vintages than to get out into the rolling vineyards and fresh air. It's easy to cycle between Binissalem vineyards or put together a wine tour around the Pla i Llevant region. DO websites also propose wine routes and wine-country tourist offices list wineries and their opening hours – many prefer you book in advance. Or go with a private company (designated driver) like Mallorca Wine Tours (mallorcawinetours.com), Wine Tours Mallorca (winetoursmallorca.com) and Wine Tasting Mallorca (winetastingmallorca.com).







THE OUTDOORS

With its stunning coastline and mountainous interior, Mallorca is heaven for cyclists, hikers, golfers, tennis and watersports fans alike.
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Hiking, Ruta de Pedra en Sec | Created by Tomas Zrna/getty images ©

Whether you’re hiking the north coast’s ragged clifftops, negotiating the Tramuntana’s limestone wilderness by mountain bike or kayaking to secluded coves too tiny to appear on maps, Mallorca’s outdoors thrills and enthralls. Mountains, canyons and 550km of gorgeous coast are all squeezed into this island. Mallorca’s golf and tennis game is strong too – it’s home after all to tennis star Rafa Nadal – and walks with panoramic views from lovely villages and high-perched miradors (viewpoints) plunge to cooling dips in tiny coves. Go forth and explore.

Walking & Hiking

From dramatic limestone mountains in the west to rocky coastal trails of the north and east where the lure of the sea is never-ending (Cap de Formentor, Cap des Pinar and in Parc Natural de la Peninsula de Llevant), Mallorca offers some of the finest hiking anywhere in Europe. The Consell de Mallorca (conselldemallorca.net) is serious about signposting and maintaining the island’s trekking routes (many of which have been used for centuries by pack animals and wayfaring pilgrims), so following the trail is often (but not always) fairly straightforward.

Keen hikers can tackle the Ruta de Pedra en Sec (Route of Dry Stone or GR221; caminsdepedra.conselldemallorca.cat), but the Tramuntana are wild and not to be underestimated. A network of refugis (mountain refuges) gives weary walkers a place to bed down, as do hilltop monasteries and hermitages that have been converted into simple accommodation.

There are options for almost every age and fitness level, so don’t assume hiking is just for the hardcore. A simple walk to a cala for a dip can be wonderful, and just about every tourist office can advise on day hikes to match your fitness level. Check out Cicerone’s Walking in Mallorca, which details and maps 80 routes, or Mallorca: The Finest Coastal and Mountain Walks by Rolf Goetz.


FAMILY ADVENTURES

Hire bikes and cycle the seafront promenade around Badia de Palma, with beach stops for sandy play, swims and ice cream.

From Easter to October, take a boat trip from Palma's marina (or other ports around the island), a fun chance to get out on the water.

Bonaona Surf School has you covered with lessons in surfing, SUP, skateboarding and more.

Make like a pirate and explore the offshore island nature reserves: Sa Dragonera or Cabrera.

Learn to sail with the kids at several schools in Palma, Alcúdia or at the National Sailing School at Port Calanova.

Go visit a beekeeper and learn the tricks of the trade at Son Alzines, high in the Tramuntanas.



Cycling

From daring high-speed descents to gentle vineyard cycling, Mallorca offers biking for all. The mixed terrain and reliable climate make the island a training base for many professionals. Nearly half of Mallorca’s 1250km of roads have been harnessed for cycling, with everything from signposts to separate bike lanes. Peak lycra season is March to May and late September to November, when the weather is refreshingly cool. Federació de Ciclisme de les Illes Balears (webfcib.es) has contact information for local cycling clubs, and bike hire is ubiquitous.
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Cycling, Cap de Formentor | Paul Biris/getty imagesk ©

Sea Kayaking

Mallorca’s craggy coastline is indented with lovely bays and coves – many of which can only be reached by boat. A sea kayak allows you to tune into the soothing rhythm of the water and explore rock formations and quiet beaches at your own pace. Marine falcons and cormorants are frequent companions, and you might even spot the odd dolphin. The coves of Parc Natural de la Península de Llevant, inaccessible from the land, are a paradise of pristine waters and thriving wildlife. The coasts around Sóller, Porto Cristo and Port de Pollença are perfect for paddling.


Best of the Rest

DIVING & SNORKELLING

Dive or snorkel turquoise waters with Scuba Mallorca, Tramuntana Diving & Adventure or Big Blue Diving.

WINDSURFING & KITESURFING

Stiff breezes at Badia de Pollença and Port d’Alcúdia ensure plenty of windsurfing or kitesurfing action.

CLIMBING

Exhilarating climbs and spectacular panoramic views bless areas such as Sa Gubia.

GOLFING

Mallorca's lush courses are popular, given the Mediterranean climate and fine natural setting. Some of the best cluster around Artà.

CAVING

Go with an Experience Mallorca guide through pocked limestone caves that burrow into the cliffs of the southern, northern and eastern coasts.

HOT-AIR BALLOONING

Float dreamily over Mallorcan vineyards and hilltop sanctuaries in golden light on a hot-air balloon ride.

COASTEERING

Swim, jump, climb rocky shoreline, discover waterfalls and caves with specialists Més Aventura or Mallorca Mountains.





ACTION AREAS

Where to find Mallorca’s best outdoor activities.
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MALLORCA

THE GUIDE

Chapters in this section are organised by hubs and their surrounding areas. We see the hub as your base in the destination, where you’ll find unique experiences, local insights, insider tips and expert recommendations. It’s also your gateway to the surrounding area, where you’ll see what and how much you can do from there.
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Palma & Badia de Palma

[image: ]

SPARKLING CITY HEART OF MALLORCA

Embrace this cosmopolitan city by the sea with its international crowd attracted to its monumental architecture, art and culture.
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Rose window, Basílica de Sant Francesc | Millionstock/shutterSTock ©

Visually magnificent, culturally rich, historically fascinating and geographically blessed, Palma is Mallorca’s capital and grandest asset – and it should be better known as one of Europe’s great destinations. Yes, it’s a playground of the elite (augmented by summer cruise-ship crowds), but visitors of all means can enjoy its wonders: atmospheric medieval streets lined with aristocratic mansions; galleries packed with the work of renowned artists; a broad bay bristling with the masts of maritime wealth; great innovators of modern Spanish food and cocktails; and acres of shopping. Delving behind its imposing sandstone walls, iconic Gothic cathedral and royal palace shaping the city skyline and simply walking Palma's mazelike cobbled lanes, reveals this multifaceted city as approachable and easy to explore.

Beyond Palma, the Badia de Palma (Bay of Palma) unfurls with flatlands to the east and wrinkled hills that presage Mallorca’s highest mountains to the west. This coastline is culturally uneven: one cala (cove) blessed with teal seas may be the mooring place of the superwealthy; the next brilliant with neon, lighting the way for the young British and German fun seekers that come here in droves.

Palma has long been a crossroads of the Mediterranean. Revel in it now, as you soak up the diverse architecture, culture and culinary influences expressed here today.
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THE MAIN AREAS

CENTRAL PALMA

Cultural Old Town and modern-day epicentre.

SANTA CATALINA

Bohemian former sailors’ quarter.

BADIA DE PALMA

Sweeping bay surrounding the city.




Find Your Way

It's easiest to ditch the car and navigate Palma on foot (with proper shoes for cobblestones), with the sea, large landmarks and roads as references. Bikes and e-bikes open up the shoreline to you, and an extensive bus route serves the region.
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Plan Your Time

Explore landmarks and lanes, shop creative boutiques, enjoy lunch with a view and while away the afternoon in art galleries, on a beach or people-watching in a cafe before hitting the town.
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Cycling, Badia de Palma promenade | alexialex/shutterSTock ©


If You Only Have One Day

•Fuel up with an ensaïmada at a bakery or cafe before visiting masterpiece cathedral La Seu and neighbouring Palau de l’Almudaina. Explore Palma's lanes and patios then lounge on the city walls or at a rooftop bar. Tuck into traditional fare, go for a leisurely paseo (stroll), then seek out live music in Santa Catalina.




A Few Days to Explore

•Explore Palma's markets then cruise the bay; hit the beaches and beach clubs; or cycle the promenade to charming Portixol. Discover cutting-edge Spanish art at Es Baluard, browse Palma's excellent shops and visit inspiring Fundació Pilar I Joan Miró. Book ahead for a splash-out dinner and a concert at the Auditòrium.



Seasonal Highlights

SPRING

Gentle weather and brilliant sunshine make for easy, uncrowded strolls. Carnaval (Sa Rua) fills the streets and churches stage Easter processions.

SUMMER

Heat and visitor numbersrise. Book well ahead for top hotels and high-end tables. Activities andfestivals like Nit de SantJoan are in full swing.

AUTUMN

Temps fall as do crowds, perfect for a bike ride around Badia de Palma. Nit de l’Art sees galleries open late.

WINTER

Cultural life continues while tourism drops. Beach resorts shut. January's Festes de Sant Sebastià celebrate the patron saint.




Central Palma

INCREDIBLE ARCHITECTURE | BOOMING CULTURE | TOP FOOD


Palma is a real stunner. Rising in honey-coloured stone from the broad waters of the Badia de Palma, and framed by the Dalt Murada (city walls), this enduring city dates back to well before the 13th-century Christian reconquest of the island, to the Moors, Vandals, Romans and Talayotic people before that. A richly studded diadem of historical sites, central Palma – known in Spanish as 'El Casco Antiguo' – also produces a year-round buzz of galleries, restaurants, craft studios and bars. Wander in any direction from the jaw-dropping Gothic cathedral at its geographic and historical heart and you’ll find twisted medieval streets lined with aristocratic townhouses, looming baroque churches, teeming public squares, vibrant bohemian neighbourhoods and markets overflowing with all the bounty of the island. Palma is a supremely liveable city (indeed, its population swelled with people relocating for its warm charms during the COVID-19 pandemic), and you could spend several weeks here and still uncover fresh joys every day.
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Highlights

1Catedral de Mallorca

2Es Baluard

3Museu Fundación Juan March

4Palau March

Sights

5Ajuntament

6Almacenes El Águila

7Arab City Wall

8Arc de sa Drassana

9Banys Àrabs

10Basílica de Sant Francesc

11Can Forteza Rey

12Casal Solleric

13Centro Cultural Can Balaguer

14Convent de Santa Clara

15Convent de Santa Magdalena

16Església de Santa Eulàlia

17Museu Diocesà

18Palau de l’Almudaina

19Parc de la Mar

20Passeig d’es Born

21Plaça Major

22Sa Llotja

23S’Hort del Rei

Activities

24Es Retall Taller de Cerámica

EATING

25Adrian Quetglas

26Bacan

27Bar Es Cafetó

28Bar España

29Beatnik

30Botànic

31Brots

32Cafè Riutort

33Can Piar

34DINS Santi Taura

35El Camino

36Elías Restaurante

37Fera

38La Bodeguilla

39La Cuadra del Maño

40La Mirona

41La Mujer de Verde

42La Vieja de Jonay Hernandez

43L’Ambigú

44Marc Fosh

45Plaer Natural

46Plumo

47Rivareno Gelateria

48Sa Placeta

49Santosha

50Tast Club

51Temple Natura

52Zaranda

Drinking & Nightlife

53Abaco

54Bodega Can Rigo

55Bodega Morey

56Café Atlántico

57Café l’Antiquari

58Clandestino Cocktail Club

59Door 13

60La Rosa Vermutería

61Lórien

62Mistral

63Toutatis

ENTERTAINMENT

64Centre de Cultura Sa Nostra

65Teatre Municipal

66Teatre Principal

67Teatre Sans

Shopping

68El Corte Inglés

69Mercat de l’Olivar

70Mimbrería Vidal

71Pop

72Típika

73Vidrierias Gordiola

Transport

74Estació Intermodal




GETTING AROUND

Central Palma is best navigated on foot. Parking is tough: resident-only areas (some streets may only be entered by residents' cars or you'll get a ticket), pedestrian-only streets and no-parking zones or blue, metered two-hour parking. Pay-and-display at machines or with mobiAPParc app. Easiest? Large lots dotting the centre.

Extensive EMT bus services (€1.50; emtpalma.cat) are usually more useful than the metro (€2) from Plaça d’Espanya's Estació Intermodal de Palma to Universidad de las Islas Baleares. Intercity buses (tib.org) stop at the Estació Intermodal, too.




[image: ] TOP TIP

If arriving by car, check with your lodging about the best place to park. For info and events, try Visit Palma (visitpalma.com), See Mallorca (seemallorca.com), Palma Cultura (palmacultura.cat) and Diario de Mallorca (ocio.diariodemallorca.es).



Mallorca's Royal Palace

Exploring the Palau de l’Almudaina

Enter the golden stone gateway to the Palau de l’Almudaina across from Palma's cathedral, and you'll emerge into a narrow room topped by a black-and-white Mudéjar ceiling, symbolising the extremes of night and day, darkness and light (and only discovered during restoration in 1967). You then enter a series of three grand rooms – notice the bricked-in Gothic arches cut off in the middle. Originally these rooms were added to the original Arab fort at double their present height and formed one great banqueting and ceremonial hall known as the Saló del Tinell (from an Italian word, tinello, meaning ‘place where one eats’). Now you can peruse period furniture, tapestries and other curios. The next six bare rooms and terrace belonged to the original Arab citadel.


In the main courtyard, Patio de Armas, troops lined up for inspections and parades before heading into the city. Its 11th-century lion fountain is one of the palace’s rare Arab remnants. Climb the grand Royal Staircase to reach the lavishly appointed royal apartments. Look up at the intricate coffered timber artesonado ceilings. Next door to the apartments, pause at the entrance to the Gothic Capella de Sant’Anna for the very rare Mallorcan example of a late Romanesque rose-and-white marble portal.

Step out onto the terrace for views of the bay and the mountains behind the city. In the shadow of the Almudaina’s walls, S’Hort del Rei was the king’s garden, accessible for free from Avinguda d’Antoni Maura.

Top tip: buy tickets online to avoid lengthy queues.
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HISTORY OF THE PALAU DE L’ALMUDAINA

The Romans are said to have built a castrum (fort) here, possibly on the site of a prehistoric settlement. The Wālis (Governors) of Muslim Mallorca altered and expanded the Roman original to build their own alcázar (Muslim-era fortress). This in turn was converted into a residence for the Mallorcan monarchs at the end of the 13th century, and Jaume I and his successors modified it to such an extent that little of the alcázar remains.

After the death of Jaume III in 1349, no king lived here permanently again. Though still an official royal residence, the royal family rarely visits, except for the occasional ceremony, as they prefer to spend summer in the Palau Marivent in Cala Major.



Art in a Bishop's Residence

Walk through art history at the Museu Diocesà

Head over to the 13th-century Gothic Palau Episcopal (Bishop’s Palace), behind the cathedral to the east, for a fascinating excursion into Mallorca’s Christian artistic history. The Museu Diocesà contains works by Antoni Gaudí, Francesc Comes and Pere Niçard. The mind-boggling retaule (altarpiece) depicting the Passion of Christ (c 1290–1305), taken from the Convent de Santa Clara, depicts the episodes of the Passion in precise detail: Palm Sunday, the Last Supper, Judas’ kiss of betrayal and Christ flailed.

Look for other key works like Comes’ St Jaume de Compostela (St James; known to the Spaniards as the Moor-slayer), and Niçard’s Sant Jordi (St George), from 1468–70, remarkable for its busy detail of St George dispatching the dragon with Palma in the background. In the final room in this wing, the Gothic Oratori de Sant Pau, you'll find the stained glass made by Gaudí in preparation for his windows in the cathedral.

Mallorcan artists such as Pere Terrencs and Mateu López (father and son) round out the collection, while upstairs check out baroque art and ceramics, plus there are lovely views out over the bay.




TOP SIGHT
Palma's Cathedral

Rising majestically above the harbour and Dalt Murada, Palma’s landmark Catedral de Mallorca ('La Seu') took centuries to build – from the 13th to the 17th. The beautiful main facade's 15m monumental doorway, Portal del Mirador, is from the Renaissance. Much of the rest is Gothic, all interlaced flying buttresses and soaring pinnacles. Enter to discover brilliant stained glass and dreamlike Gaudí elements.
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Did You Know?

The catedral occupies the site of the central mosque of Medina Mayurka, capital of Muslim Mallorca for three centuries. At first, after the 1229 reconquest by Jaume I and his marauding men, the mosque was used as an interim church dedicated to the Virgin Mary.



Chapter Museum

Enter the cathedral on the north side into the sacristy, which hosts the Museu Capitular (Chapter Museum), crammed with priceless objects. At its centre, the huge gold-plated 1585 monstrance is paraded during annual Corpus Christi processions. Look for a portable altar, thought to have belonged to Jaume I, containing saints’ relics. Other reliquaries include one purporting to hold three thorns from Christ’s crown of thorns.

Continue into Guillem Sagrera's Gothic chapter house where you'll find the tomb of Bishop Gil Sánchez Muñoz (Antipope Clement VIII), Tabla de l'almoina (Alms Panel) and two fine paintings – El calvario and Nuestra Señora de la Misericordia – alluding to a terrible 1403 flood that killed 5000. Finish in the exquisite baroque chapter house, with its delicately carved stonework and 16th-century reliquary of the True Cross encrusted with gemstones.
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Stained Glass

A highlight of your visit will be the kaleidoscopic curtains of stained glass, including 87 windows and seven magnificent rose windows, bathing the cathedral in light. The grandest (the oculus maior or ‘great eye’, featuring a Star of David) comprises 1116 panes of glass shimmering ruby, gold and sapphire, and at 14m is the largest rose window in the world (yes, even bigger than Notre-Dame’s). Visit in the morning to see the stunning effect of its coloured light and shapes, refracting onto the west wall. To see the rose window up close, take a tour of the roof terraces.


Roof Terraces

Prebook a one-hour terrace access (May through October) for an incredible panoramic view over the city and sea from the cathedral's roof – there's a spectacular sunset option too. You'll visit the principal rose window, bell tower, buttresses and corridor between the two main towers. Beware: there are around 280 steps and no lift, and you must be over nine years old.



Gaudí Baldachin

Antoni Gaudí carried out renovations from 1904 to 1914, including on the smaller of the church's pulpits. But you can't miss his most important contribution: the otherworldly baldachin hovering over the main altar. Some 35 lamps hang from the loop topped by an elaborate sculpture of Christ flanked by the Virgin Mary and St John. This was supposed to be a temporary version, but the definitive one was never made.

Magnificent Apses

The cathedral's three strikingly different apses show the Eucharist in three stages from left to right: institution, celebration and adoration. In the left apse, the wondrous golden Corpus Christi altarpiece (1626–41) by Jaume Blanquer depicts the Eucharist at the Last Supper.

Be sure to visit the unusual right apse where contemporary Mallorcan artist Miquel Barceló's 2007 Capella del Santíssim i Sant Pere is 15 tonnes of dreamscape ceramics, representing the miracle of the loaves and fishes. Between the fish and palm fronds, and standing above skulls, a luminous body of Christ is modelled on the artist himself.


TOP TIPS

• Go in the morning to get the best light through the stained glass.

• Buy your ticket online to reduce queuing; prebook a terrace tour.

• Dress for a religious building (no swimsuits, tank tops etc).

• No large bags are allowed.

• Free concerts on the giant organ, built in 1798, ring out at noon on the first Tuesday of each month.

• For that must-have cathedral snapshot, head to Parc de la Mar during the blue hour (twilight) to frame it perfectly and see it spectacularly illuminated.





PALMA'S EARLY HISTORY

Founded by the Romans in 123 BCE, Palma (or Palmeria) was built on the site of an earlier Talayotic settlement, on a prominence commanding Badia de Palma. Later falling into dereliction, it was given fresh life by the arrival of the island's new Islamic masters in the 10th century.

By the 12th century, Medina Mayurka (City of Mallorca) was one of the most prosperous Islamic capitals in Europe. The grand Arc de sa Drassana, alongside the Palau de l'Almudaina, is one of the city's few reminders of this era.

The upheaval of Christian reconquest in 1229 didn't interrupt growth for long – by the 14th century Ciutat de Mallorca had become one of the western Mediterranean's richest trading ports.



Arab Baths Then & Now

Moorish past in Banys Àrabs and tranquil hammam today

Step way back in time at Banys Àrabs – dating from the 10th to 12th centuries, they're the single most important remaining monument to the Moorish era in Mallorca. It's a quick visit to two evocative underground chambers, one a caldarium (hot bath) and the other a tepidarium (warm bath) with a domed ceiling supported by a dozen columns, some of whose capitals were recycled from demolished Roman buildings. A video and some placards give context. The baths were probably built by a wealthy family and are set in one of ld Palma's prettiest gardens, with orange trees, palms and cacti, where you can sit and relax in serenity.

Then, to actually have a soak, walk 20 minutes north to Hammam Al Ándalus where you can also book ahead for massages and hot stone treatments.
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Eating in Palma: Traditional Meals

La Mirona: Reserve for homemade dishes sourced daily from around the island. Like eating at a friend's house. 7-10.30pm Tue-Sat €€

La Vieja de Jonay Hernandez: Sip a cocktail then dig into Canary Islands cuisine at this hip spot with a good menú del día. 12.30-11pm Tue-Sat €€€

Tast Club: Atmospheric and hidden away, with Spanish food, top steaks and fish, plus excellent service. 1-4pm & 7.30pm-midnight Mon-Sat €€€

La Cuadra del Maño: Meat, baby, meat. That's what's on the menu at this straight-up barbecue joint. 8pm-midnight Tue-Sat & 2-5pm Fri-Sun €€


City of Spanish Arts

From Museu Fundación Juan March to Es Baluard

It will be tough to take in all the art in Palma, with offerings from venerable museums to loads of edgy galleries. But start here.

Museu Fundación Juan March in the Can Gallard del Canya, a 17th-century mansion overlaid with Modernist touches, houses a small but significant collection of painting and sculpture. The permanent exhibits constitute a veritable who’s who of modern Spanish art, including Miró, Picasso, fellow cubist Juan Gris, Dalí, and the sculptors Eduardo Chillida and Julio González. Then skip through movements in Spanish art, such Barcelona's, led by Antoni Tàpies, or Valencia's, led by Andreu Alfaro and Eusebio Sempere (look for his lovely abstract Las cuatro estaciones). Other names to watch for are Manuel Millares, Fernando Zóbel and Mallorca's Miquel Barceló (look for the impressive La flaque).

Built with flair and innovation into the shell of the Renaissance-era seaward fortifications, contemporary-art gallery Es Baluard is one of the finest on the island and well worth a couple of hours. Look for the partly restored remains of an 11th-century Moorish-era tower on your right as you arrive from Carrer de Sant Pere. Temporary exhibitions are usually interesting, but the permanent collection gives the gallery its cachet. The ground floor starts with a section on Mallorcan landscapes (big names include Barceló, Catalan Modernista Santiago Rusiñol and Valencia's Joaquín Sorolla). One room is devoted to the works of Joan Miró. Upstairs, see Picasso ceramics then step out onto the ramparts for fine views. Anyone turning up on a bike is charged just €2.


ART GALLERIES

Contemporary-art enthusiasts will get a buzz out of the plethora of galleries populating the narrow streets just east of Passeig d’es Born. Each September the Nit de l’Art (Night of Art; artpalmacontemporani.com) focuses on celebrating art across the city with evening openings plus a cultural programme. Big-name galleries include Gerhardt Braun Gallery and Kaplan Projects; to the west Gallery RED and Baró Galeria; to the north Galeria Pep Llabrés.

CaixaForum hosts interesting temporary exhibitions alongside art from the island, and Casal Solleric, a grand 18th-century baroque mansion, houses a cultural centre with temporary exhibitions.

Newer, edgier galleries are blossoming outside the Old Town.



Grand Palace Packed with International Art

Tour Palau March and its art collection

This house, the Palau March, palatial by any definition, was one of several residences of the phenomenally wealthy March family. Sculptures by 20th-century greats, including Henry Moore, Auguste Rodin, Barbara Hepworth and Eduardo Chillida, grace the outdoor terrace, dominated by Xavier Corberó's enormous Orgue del mar (1973). Inside, more than 20 lithographs by Dalí on 'Alchemy and Eternity' will catch your eye, as will the 1000-plus detailed figures of an 18th-century Neapolitan belén (nativity scene) – from angels to kings, shepherds, farm animals and market scenes. Watch a short video to see its painstaking installation.

Upstairs, Josep Maria Sert (1874–1945) painted the main vault and music-room ceiling. Look for the vault's four parts: three representing virtues (audacity, reason and inspiration) and the last the embodiment of those qualities in the form of Sert’s patron, Juan March. The lot is now part of his son, Bartolomé March Servera's foundation.
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Eating in Palma: Our Picks for Casual Lunch

Sa Placeta: Tuck into seafood-forward Mallorcan dishes at a shade-dappled plaza table. 12.30pm-midnight Tue-Sat €€

Bar Es Cafetó: Prime people-watching plus a chalkboard menu of food sourced from Mercat de l'Olivar. 9am-5pm Mon-Fri, from 1pm Sat €

Santosha: Brunchy foods take centre stage – creative tostadas and omelettes or vegetarian soup with fresh sourdough. 10am-3.30pm Wed-Sun €

Brots: Short menu of light, delicious Mediterranean dishes in a bright, cheerful spot just a few blocks from Plaça d'Espanya. 8am-5pm Mon-Sat €€



DISCOVERING HISTORIC PALMA & HIDDEN PATIOS
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Begin in 1 S'Hort del Rei (King's Garden), where Moorish 2 Arc de sa Drassana arches above a pond. Amble north to Miró's bronze sculpture ('the egg'). Climb the steps past Palau March to the immense Gothic 3 Catedral across from the royal palace. Take pics at 4 Parc de la Mar, with its fountain-studded lake. Soak up views along Renaissance sea-wall 5 Dalt Murada.

Turn left at the medieval gateway to the former Jewish quarter, 6 Sa Portella, noting its keystone and coat of arms. Carrer de la Portella hides many historic courtyards: 17th-century 7 Cal Marquès de la Torre at No 14 and 19th-century 8 Can Espanya-Serra at No 8, with a neo-Gothic staircase. Swing left onto Carrer de la Puresa, pausing at No 2, 9 Can Salas, one of Palma's oldest patis (patios), with carved pillars, a beautiful loggia and 13th-century coat of arms. Pause in tiny a Jardí del Bisbe or continue north up Carrer de Ca'n Angluda to b Cal Poeta Colom at No 4, named for its one-time resident poet. Its baroque patio has fine wrought-iron and tapered columns.

Further on at No 2A is grand medieval manor c Can Marquès. On Carrer de l'Almudaina, find medieval gateway d Porta de l'Almudaina, originally part of the Roman walls, and e Can Oms, with its impressive Gothic portal. Nearby, f Can Oleza has a baroque patio with loggia, Ionic columns and wrought-iron balustrade. Pass spired g Església de Santa Eulàlia to Carrer de Can Savellà, home to Corinthian column-lined h Can Vivot at No 4, Can Juny at No 13 and i Can Catlar del Llorer at No 15, one of Palma's oldest Gothic patis. Detour a street north for hot chocolate at old-school j Ca'n Joan de S'Aigo before heading to venerable k Basílica de Sant Francesc.




Mediterranean Feast of Markets

Graze through Mercat de l’Olivar and its kin

Nosing around the colourful stalls of Palma’s public markets is a great way to absorb the flavour of the city. There's all you need to assemble your own picnic, from cheeses, meats and breads to fruit and veg. The largest and best is central Mercat de l’Olivar (mercatolivar.com), where you'll find everything from plump olives to never-heard-of legumes, melons as big as footballs, strings of sobrassada (paprika-flavoured cured pork sausage), hunks of Serrano ham and enough fish to fill a small ocean. Make a morning of it and linger for lunch at the deli stalls for delicious tapas or fresh-shucked oysters.

Equally busy but with fewer tourists are Mercat de Santa Catalina (mercatdesantacatalina.com), Mercat de Pere Garau (mercatperegarau.es) and Mercat Ecològic de Palma (mercatecodepalma.org).


WHAT'S AN ENSAïMADA?

Most Mallorcans and just about every Spanish visitor to the island has one culinary favourite above all others – the humble ensaïmada, a delicate, feather-light, croissant-like pastry dusted with icing sugar, and sometimes filled with cream. Getting them to agree on where to buy the best is surprisingly simple. Residents consider the following choices among the best in Palma, and possibly the island.

Ca’n Joan de S’Aigo Tempting sweet creations since 1700. Glorious time capsule for thick hot chocolate and pastries complete with chandeliers, with two locales.

Fornet de la Soca Abundant bakery in a historic shop.

Forn del Santo Cristo Busy and central with multiple outlets around the centre.



Eating in Palma: Tapas

El Camino: Super-stylish tapas bar with coffered ceilings, mosaic tiles and marble bar. 1-3.45pm & 6-10.45pm Tue-Sat €€

L'Ambigú: Terrace retaining the vibe of the old-school tapas bar it once was. Convivial on Fridays and Saturdays. 1-3.30pm & 7.30-11pm Tue-Sat €€

Bar España: An agreeable hum of conversation accompanies fine pintxos (Basque tapas) along the bar. 1-4.30pm & 6.30pm-midnight Mon-Sat €€

La Bodeguilla: Enticing range of tapas, or level up to reinterpreted dishes from across Spain in a modern dining room. 1-11pm €€€


RISE & FALL OF PALMA & ITS WALLS

By the 16th century, suffering from the plunder of pirates, Palma, along with the rest of Mallorca, was sinking into a protracted period of torpor. The great seaward walls (today's Dalt Murada) were largely built in the 16th and 17th centuries, when the seasonal torrent, the Riera, was diverted from its natural course along Passeig d’es Born to its present location west of the city walls. The bulk of these sea walls were demolished at the beginning of the 20th century to allow rapid expansion of the city, and tourist cash began to flow into the island in the 1960s. Since then the centre's been spruced up and property around Dalt Murada is among the most expensive in all Spain.



Get to Know the Energetic Old Town

Strolling El Casco Antiguo

Few experiences in Palma beat simply cruising around the backstreets of the Old Town, known as El Casco Antiguo, which radiates out from the cathedral and is contained within broad, traffic-filled avenues following the zigzag pattern of its now-demolished walls.

The historic districts of Sa Portella, Monti-Sión and Sa Calatrava lie to the east. Many of Palma's sights are jammed into their twisting lanes and sunny squares, where massive churches jostle noble houses, and you can even find a remnant of the Arab City Wall on Carrer de Mateu Enric Lladó. Iron gates conceal splendid patios, the grand courtyards where nobles received guests and horse-drawn coaches clattered to a halt.

Strolling north of the cathedral you'll find Plaça Major, a typically Spanish public square lined with arcades, shops and cafes. On the way, look out for the Ajuntament (Town Hall) whose baroque facade hides a longer history: it grew out of a Gothic hospital. You can generally enter the foyer to see its fine sweeping staircase and gegants (huge figures of kings, queens and characters that are paraded on people's shoulders during fiesta). Also, keep an eye out for two Modernist architectural masterpieces.

To the east, Carrer del Sindicat crosses a district known as Sa Gerreria which is now enjoying a revival and contains some of Palma's more edgy galleries and nightlife. Off Plaça Major, the shopping boulevard, Carrer de Sant Miquel, leads north towards the vast Plaça d’Espanya, the city's major transport hub. Plaça Major is on high ground that descends to the west, down to tree- and fountain-lined Passeig de la Rambla.

West of the cathedral, the gorgeous 15th-century sandstone Sa Llotja, opposite the waterfront, anchors the neighbourhood of the same name (sometimes written in Spanish as La Lonja), with swish boutiques, galleries, bars and restaurants.

Further west, Passeig d’es Born is a classic boulevard for strollers and window shoppers, and one of Palma's major arteries. At the north end you'll find the 18th-century baroque mansion Casal Solleric, and Plaça del Rei Joan Carles I, a traffic roundabout locally known as Plaça de les Tortugues, because of its obelisk atop four small bronze turtles. Passeig d’es Born borders the historic quarter Es Puig de Sant Pere, buttressed by the fortress-turned gallery Es Baluard to the west, and the shop-lined Avinguda de Jaume III to the north. Crossing Sa Riera river brings you to the former sailors' district Santa Catalina, while the seafront Passeig Marítim unfurls west to the ferry port.
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Eating in Palma: International Fusion

Elías Restaurante: Creative international fare from vegetarian woks to juicy burgers and bountiful salads. 8.30am-5pm Mon-Sat €€

Fera: Swank Med-Asian fusion with tasting menus, contemporary art and a leafy courtyard. 1-5pm & 6.30pm-midnight Fri-Mon €€€

Beatnik: American '60s vibe serving dishes from burgers and tacos to tuna flatbread. The bar stays open later. Noon-2pm daily & 5-10pm Thu-Sat €€€

Can Piar: Classic Italian risottos, pastas and meats served with love right in the centre of town. 7-11pm Wed-Mon €€

Sip a Coffee or Cocktail in Peace

Playing in the plaza of historic Sa Llotja

Feeling like a tranquil moment? Head over to Plaça de la Llotja and grab a coffee or cocktail at the cafe on the square, or indulge in a gelato from Rivareno Gelateria, then watch the kids play with the pigeons and ponder the front of gorgeous, sandstone Sa Llotja. A merchants’ stock exchange designed by Mallorcan sculptor Guillem Sagrera (who also worked on the cathedral), it was completed in 1448 and is the height of civilian Gothic architecture on the island. Fanciful octagonal towers rise at each corner and spectacular gargoyles crane overhead. During art exhibitions, you can head inside to see six slender, twisting columns soaring to the ribs of a lofty vault.


PALMA'S BOUNTY OF CHURCHES

Església de Sant Crist de la Sang: Pilgrimage site for a sculpture of Christ, considered to be miraculous. Within a 16th-century Hospital General.

Església de Sant Miquel: Site of Mallorca's first Mass, 31 December 1229. Exterior is a perfect example of 14th-century Catalan Gothic.

Església del Monti-Sion: Once Gothic synagogue, now blinged out in 16th- to 17th-century baroque style.

Església de Sant Jaume: Gothic church with baroque facade and occasional choral music.

Església de Santa Creu: Contains Crypt of Sant Llorenç, early worship site possibly dating to late 13th century.

Església de Sant Antoni de Viana: Baroque gem whose 1768 cloister is now a gallery.



Eating in Palma: Bakeries

Fornet de la Soca: Culinary legend Tomeu Arbona offers a selection of cakes, pastries and savoury pies. 9am-8pm Mon-Sat €

Mia & Victoria: Cheesecake shop offering creamy wondrous cakes with flavours like lotus and dulce de leche. 11am-6pm Mon-Sat, to 4pm Sun €

PaneNostro: Wholegrains, no sugar and vats of skill mean healthy baked treats. Gluten-free and vegan options. 8am-3pm & 5-8pm Mon-Fri, 8am-2pm Sat €

Punt Dolç: This hole-in-the-wall rustic bakery and mini-mart is a perfect stop for empanadas and pastries. 7.30am-6.30pm Mon-Fri, 8am-1.30pm Sat €

Marvelling at Mallorcan Modernisme

Charming buildings in the old town centre

Gaspar Bennázar (1869–1933) – one of the most influential architects in modern Palma, his native city – played with various styles during his long career, including Modernisme. An outstanding example of this is the Almacenes El Águila, originally built as a department store in 1908. It pairs beautifully with its neighbour on the corner, Can Forteza Rey, encrusted with mosaics, flowers and statues and adorned with intricate wrought iron. You can swing into the popular Forn del Santo Cristo branch in its ground floor for ensaïmades or other refreshments.


COOKING CLASSES

Do you love rich Mallorcan arròs brut stews and vegetable tumbets, sponge cakes and custards? Learn how to actually make island specialities at Soqueta (soquetaexperiences.com) in Sant Jordí, where Paula will teach you how to prepare traditional recipes for a three-course meal, using local produce bought at the market and paired with wines. At Lonja 18 (lonja18.com) the popular Spanish Cooking Class demonstrates dishes from seafood paella to crema Catalana custard, also paired with local wines. You can also inquire about including a market stop at Santa Catalina.



Grand Churches of Palma

Soaking up Santa Eulàlia and Sant Francesc

Palma's streets open up to small plazas fronting striking churches – more than you could see in a short stay. In the centre, you can easily visit Església de Santa Eulàlia, the oldest parish church in Palma. Built after the 1229 conquest, it's a soaring Gothic structure with a neo-Gothic facade. You can enter the church for free, and a €5 ticket will give you access to the 50m belfry and its magnificent view of the Basílica de Sant Francesc and Palma's historic quarter.

One of Palma’s other oldest churches, the Franciscan Basílica de Sant Francesc was begun in 1281 in Gothic style, while the baroque facade, with its carved tympanum and grand rose window, was completed in 1700. The first chapel on the left contains the tomb of 13th-century scholar and mystic Ramon Llull. Also a fervid evangelist and the inventor of literary Catalan, Llull lays fair claim to the title of Mallorca’s favourite son (apart, perhaps, from tennis champ Rafael Nadal). Don't miss the splendid 1286 cloister, a two-tiered, trapezoid affair.

Fresh Sweets at the Convent

Nun-baked goods at the convents

The 'Poor Clares' were one of the first orders to establish a presence in Palma, following the Renconquista of 1229. The land on which their quiet Convent de Santa Clara stands was granted them in 1260, although much of the baroque and Gothic structure dates to the 16th and 17th centuries. Make your way to the current church (the third on the site) where the handful of nuns still cloistered here maintain a centuries-old tradition of baking sweets for sale. Inside a small door with a sign, you'll see a torno, a kind of timber turnstile set in a window. Ring for a nun, order what you want and put money into the turnstile. This swivels around and out comes your bread, cocarrois (empanada), magdalena (sweet lemon muffin) or cake.

The nuns at Convent de Santa Magdalena (the famed resting place of Santa Catalina Tomàs of Valldemossa – her clothed remains are visible through a glass coffin in a chapel to the left of the altar) sell their pastas de Santa Magdalena (sponge buns) and other treats from a hatch located on a side street to the right of the entrance.

Eating in Palma: Vegetarian & Vegan

Temple Natura: Respite in a 'secret garden' for healthy bites like smoked-tofu salad and guacamole with white-corn arepas. 12.30-5.30pm Mon-Sat €€

Plaer Natural: On a plaza, a changing menu of quiche and crumbles plus the occasional curry and quesadilla. 1-3.30pm Mon-Fri €

La Mujer De Verde: Vegan dishes with flare include a three-course fixed-price lunch menu in a bright, casual setting. 1-4pm Tue-Sat & 7.30-10pm €€

Botànic: Smart restaurant in the Can Bordoy Hotel offering plant-forward dining with local produce in the heart of the city. 6pm-1am €€€


Browsing Boutiques

Frocks, bags and jewellery

Palma is great for shopping. You can find everything made on the island, plus many an import. Start browsing around Passeig d’es Born for equal parts high street and highbrow, with chain stores like Massimo Dutti and Zara alongside upmarket boutiques. In the maze of pedestrian streets west of the passeig, you’ll find some of Palma’s most tempting (and expensive) stores. Another good shopping street is pedestrianised Carrer de Sant Miquel.

You can easily spend a day browsing the centre's many clothing boutiques. Just a few to mention are Cortana Palma de Mallorca with chic women’s clothes. Pop uses local textiles for homewares and women’s clothes, plus sells eclectic furnishings. Go old-school at Tot Vintage 16 or large-size at Auba. Santapalma makes high-end, handcrafted versions of the traditional bags made locally and sustainably from llata (sun-dried palm leaf). To see jewellery made on the spot, visit the atelier at Argenta.

Palma's biggest department store, El Corte Inglés has clothes, cosmetics, homewares and accessories, and tickets to local shows and events. There's also a smaller store at Avenida de Jaime III 15.

Or, kit out your pooch at Palma Dog.
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GET YOUR KICKS SHOE-SHOPPING

Mallorca is known for its shoes.

Camper: Mallorca's famed shoe brand, funky and eco-chic Camper has a branch on Palma’s Avenida de Jaime III.

Yuccs: Sells sporty sneakers; next door to Camper.

Pikolinos: Just across the street from Yuccs; makes good boots.

Carmina: Handcrafted, pricey brogues and loafers down the street from Pikolinos.

Monge: Handmade kicks and espadrilles, on Carrer de Colom.

Es Racó de S'Avarca: Specialises in menorquinas (traditional sandals) and espadrilles as well as woven palm bags and things made from local textiles. Has two branches.



Eating & Drinking in Palma: Cafes

Mistral: One of Palma's top coffee purveyors, with another location on Plaça de Weyler. 9am-6pm Mon-Sat €

Plumo: Good light-filled place with delicious coffees and pastries behind the Basílica de Sant Francesc. 8am-4pm Mon-Fri, 9am-1pm Sat €

Bacan: Crusty breads lift rich pastries from breakfast into lunch with hearty sandwiches and eggs in the northeastern centre. 9am-2pm €

Cafè Riutort: Baked goods, coffee and a healthy dish of the day just off the Rambla. 8am-4pm Tue-Fri, to 2pm Sat €


BEST SMALLER MUSEUMS & MONUMENTS

Mallorca's cultural treasures can feel infinite, but a handful to point out include the following.

Museu de Mallorca: Excellent history overview of Palma and Mallorca, with artefacts from Talayotic, Roman, Byzantine and Moorish times, housed in a rambling ensemble of 17th-century mansions.

Centre Maimó Ben Faraig: Palma's long Jewish history is given some recognition in this small interpretation centre, attached to the Can Bordils.

Castell de Sant Carles: Imposing seaside fortress which has served as a hospital, political prison and now a museum of military history from the Middle Ages to the 20th century.



Shop for or Make Your Own Souvenirs

Palma's homegrown artisans

If you're on the hunt for creative souvenirs, check out Típika, dedicated to promoting the artisanship and gastronomy of Mallorca. Here you'll find wines, olive oils, salts and liquors, as well as ceramics and other handicrafts from small family artisan businesses across the island.

Sprawling Mimbrería Vidal showcases wickerwork, much of it made in Mallorca. There are mats, baskets, hats and smaller decorative items which may just fit in your hand luggage.

The Gordiola family calls on nearly 300 years of glassmaking skill, everywhere evident in the fantastically shaped and coloured vases, lamps and stemware. You can also visit their glass factory to see it being made.

Or make your own keepsake at a pottery class at Es Retall Taller de Cerámica.
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Flea Market Hop

Bargain hunting alfresco

Flea markets, speciality markets and artisan markets abound in Palma. For handicrafts, head to the Plaça Major Artisan Market or the street-long summer craft market near La Lonja. A sprawling rastro (flea market) takes over the avingudes east of the city centre each Saturday. The Christmas Market fills the Plaça Major from 16 December to 5 January.

Eating in Palma: Going Gourmet

DINS Santi Taura: Traditional Mallorcan with a twist by local chef Santi Taura. Seatings 1pm & 2pm Fri & Sat, 8pm & 9pm Wed-Sat €€€

Marc Fosh: Creative tour of Mediterranean ingredients in pristine presentations. Impeccable service. 1.30-2.30pm & 7.30-9pm Tue-Sat €€€

Adrian Quetglas: Mallorcan-fusion tasting menus; comparatively accessible pricing. 1-3pm Tue-Thu, to 2pm Fri & Sat, 8-9pm Tue-Sat €€€

Zaranda: Melds Mallorcan cuisine with other Mediterranean or Middle Eastern flavours, serving it in minimalist elegance. 7-9.30pm Wed-Sat €€€


Palma for Booklovers

Literary events and bookshops

Full of interesting bookshops and with a rich literary history, Palma makes an enjoyable bookish break. Writers such as Julio Cortázar, Rubén Dario, Jorge Luis Borges, Albert Camus and DH Lawrence all found inspiration here, and it was Gertrude Stein, who lived for a time in the El Terreno neighbourhood, who recommended the island to Robert Graves.

Mallorca Literària (mallorcaliteraria.cat) organises a programme of literary talks and happenings around the island, and the annual book fair sees La Rambla fill with book stalls. Its WoW (Walking on Words) guided walking tours take in the literary and cultural highlights of Palma and the rest of the island.

Bookshops to browse include Literanta, Rata Corner, La Casa del Libro and Biblioteca de Babel (which also has a cafe). For secondhand gems, visit Fine Books or El Bazar del Libro which has a bar and a piano for impromptu playing. For books in English, or to join an English-speaking book club, visit La Salina (which also has a great kids' section), in Santa Catalina, or Come In. A wonderful art-themed bookshop sits at the entrance to CaixaForum.

History on the Hill

Views and city museum at Bellver Castle

Zip up a wooded hillside 3km west of the centre of Palma for grand views over the forest to the harbour, city and bay from the Castell de Bellver, a 14th-century circular castle (accompanied by a unique round tower), the only one of its kind in Spain. Jaume II ordered it built in 1300 and it was largely completed within 10 years. Only King Sanç (in 1314) and Aragón’s Joan I (in 1395) moved in for any amount of time. In 1717 it became a military prison, and was used in the Napoleonic and Spanish Civil Wars. Climb to the roof and check out the prisoners’ graffiti, etched into the stonework.

The excellent ground-floor Museu d’Història de la Ciutat (City History Museum) traces the development of the city from Talayotic civilisation to the present day. Roman and Moorish ceramics pair with classical statues of the Despuig Collection and other artefacts. There's an interesting photographic exhibition charting the development of tourism on the island since the 1960s.

You can also catch an occasional concert in the castle, and the surrounding forest is great for walks and picnicking. There's also a small cafe.

The nearest you can get by bus (4, 20, 46) is Plaça de Gomila, from where you’ll have to walk 1km up the steep hill. Instead, go with the Palma City Sightseeing open-top bus or take a car/scooter.


PALMA WITH KIDS

Palma is a great city for families, with gorgeous beaches and fun adventures for kids of all ages, plus ice-cream shops and a welcoming culture for children. And what kid doesn't love a castle? Try Castell de Bellver, Castell de Sant Carles or Dalt Murada, the old city walls. The terrace of Es Baluard has kid-friendly sculptures, or hit Parc de Sa Feixina nearby and the excellent play park in Parc de la Mar below the cathedral. On rainy days shake it off at Palma Jump, with giant trampolines and obstacle courses, or try Indoorwall Mallorca for climbing adventures.



Eating in Palma: Top Gelato

Rivareno Gelateria: A very popular Italian-style gelato made on site, located next to Sa Llotja. 11am-1am €

Gelateria Ca'n Miquel: Old-school ice cream, wide variety of flavours, popular with residents, near Av de Jaume III. 9.30am-9pm Wed-Sun €

Claudio: Italian gelato with vegan options aplenty, plus frozen yoghurt and toppings, near Plaça Major. 1.30-10pm Mon-Sat €

Che Gelats!: In Santa Catalina, with heaping portions of delicious classics served with a smile. 1-10pm Sun & Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat €


GREEN SPACES

Palma has city parks including Parc de la Mar in front of the cathedral and S’Hort del Rei, alongside Palau de l'Almudaina. Parc de Sa Feixina unfurls between the Old Town and Santa Catalina. Little, walled Jardí del Bisbe hides in the Old Town, as does the courtyard of Banys Àrabs.

In Cala Major, lush, shady Jardines de Marivent is part of the royal summer residence but generally open to the public.

Forests and picnic spots surround Castell de Bellver. For a more adventure- or theme-park vibe, hit Jungle Parc, Katmandu (25 minutes away in Magaluf) or Reserva (45 minutes away in the Tramuntanas).



Luxuriate in a Palma Mansion

Decor and history at Centro Cultural Can Balaguer

Slide back in time at one of Palma's most emblematic buildings, the former home of Josep Balaguer (1869–1951), a musician, entrepreneur and patron of the arts. Centro Cultural Can Balaguer recreates rooms evocative of the house's periods from 1600–1951 (explained in a 20-minute video). Look for the 17th-century music room with its magnificent organ, the opulent 18th-century bedchamber sporting sumptuous damask and a canopied bed and the extraordinary Louis XV room, a style that was in vogue in the late 19th century. Don't miss Balaguer's fine collection of Modernist paintings which highlight Mallorcan Antoni Gelabert (1877–1932). Relax afterwards at its cafe and small bookshop.

Take in a Show

Palma's theatre, dance and performance scene

From rock concerts to opera, movies to dance, Palma has a dynamic cultural scene year-round. For what's on during your visit, check Youthing (youthing.es), See Mallorca (seemallorca.com), Palma Cultura (palmacultura.cat) and Diario de Mallorca (ocio.diariodemallorca.es).

A few of Palma's premier spaces include Teatre Principal, for opera, concerts, dance and theatre, and Auditòrium, which offers a vibrant programme of concerts and arts events, plus the Orquestra Simfónica de Balears (Balearic Symphony Orchestra) from October to May. There are views of the marina from the terrace bar. You might see anything from contemporary dance to drama at Teatre Municipal and fringe Teatre Sans.

Centre de Cultura Sa Nostra in Can Castelló, stages exhibitions, performances and talks. The original house dates to the 17th century, with Modernist touches from 1909 renovations, and it's worth popping in to check out the fine 18th-century courtyard, which now hosts a stylish cafe.

Palma has at least seven cinemas, but only one shows films not dubbed into Spanish: CineCiutat, about 2km north of central Palma. Each autumn the Evolution Film Festival (evolutionfilmfestival.com) brings international filmmakers to the island.

Drinking in Palma: LGBTIQ+ Bars

Bar Michel: Kick-start your night at this friendly terraced bar in the heart of El Terreno. Reasonable cocktails and tapas. 2pm-midnight Mon-Sat

Dark Cruising Bar: For all your (male-only) dark-room encounters, including naked and fetish parties. 8pm-3am Sun-Thu, to 4am Fri & Sat

La Dama de Ella: Simple Santa Catalina tapas cafe, with the bar open late and a focus on the lesbian and nonbinary community. Hours vary

The2 Palma: Find this friendly gay bar with DJs, cocktails and drag show near Plaça d'Espanya. 11pm-4.30am Fri & Sat


Hit the Town

From bars to live local music and nightclubs

Palma nightlife covers all bases – from sophisticated cocktail lounges to raucous pub crawls. Start your evening with a vermut (fortified wine flavoured with spices and herbs) and tapas at La Rosa Vermutería, or cocktails and tapas at Abaco, in a 16th-century former palace. If you just want to head straight for the bars ever-popular Gibson and Nicolás beckon.

Then head out for live music at eclectic Novo Café Lisboa where the curved wooden bar is thronged three-deep on the more popular nights. You can look for other live acts in intimate bars around Sa Llotja and Santa Catalina – expect things to begin between 10pm and midnight and wrap up by 2am.

Lounge at a rooftop bar, like the Sky Bar at Hotel Hostal Cuba in Santa Catalina, drop into one of the larger clubs on Passeig Marítim, or dance the night away at a summer beach club. DJs and live performers at Garito Cafe sling anything from jazz to disco classics and electro Thursday to Saturday nights.
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FIRE IT UP AT A FOOTBALL MATCH

Don your red and black gear to cheer on Palma’s RCD Mallorca (rcdmallorca.es) which plays at the Iberostar Estadi, about 3km north of central Palma. It's one of the better sides battling it out in La Liga. Never champions, they usually wind up achieving mid-table respectability. You can get tickets at the stadium – they don't usually sell out – order online (entrees.es) or call the ticket booking number (971 22 15 35). Sometimes tickets aren't available online til near the week of the match.



Drinking in Palma: Bars, Cocktails & Pubs

Clandestino Cocktail Club: Sophisticated, big-city feel, with excellent cocktails and range of spirits. 7pm-1.30am Tue-Sat

Lórien: The owner of this casual pub guides you through the vast choice of craft ales, be they local, Spanish or international. 5-11pm Tue-Sat

Bodega Morey: Low-key hangout serving wine, draught beer and small trad-food plates. 11am-4.30pm Mon-Fri, from noon Sat

Door 13: Cellar lounge with occasional live jazz and mixing up excellent cocktails at a smoothly backlit bar. 8pm-2am Wed-Sun

Toutatis: Chatty craft-beer hall pouring their own Belgian-style brews from their brewery near Sencelles. 5pm-midnight Mon-Sat

Café Atlántico: One of Palma's most charismatic bars, decorated with bric-a-brac and blessed with welcoming staff. 6pm-2am Tue-Sat

Bodega Can Rigo: Cosy nooks and great wine list to go with yummy pintxos. Going strong since 1949. 10.30am-11pm Mon-Fri, 6-11.30pm Sat

Café l'Antiquari: One of Palma's most original places for a drink and tapas. Excellent coffee. 10-12.30am Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat




Beyond Central Palma
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Sweeping bay lined with resorts, beaches and marinas, plus a few quieter coves for a cool dip.


The broad Badia de Palma (Bay of Palma) stretches away from the city centre. Some of the island’s densest holiday developments cram both sides, but the beaches, especially to the west, are quite striking, in spite of the dense cement backdrop and peak-season crowds. Nearest to central Palma's western flank, lies the arty Santa Catalina quarter. High-end holidaymakers fill Illetes and Portals Nous. The coast quietens considerably as it rounds Cap de Cala Figuera near Cala Portals Vells, with small sandy coves. To the east of Palma, Portixol, the ‘little port’, and its neighbouring Es Molinar are both former fishing towns turned delightful dining destinations. Over the bridge lies low-key Ciutat Jardí, with a sandy beach. From Ca'n Pastilla towards S'Arenal and Cala Blava neon bierkellers light the night.


Places

Santa Catalina

Badia de Palma

Portixol & Es Molinar

Cala Major

Gènova

Illetes to Cala Vinyes

Cap de Cala Figuera




GETTING AROUND

Palma's EMT local bus network (emtpalma.cat) stretches east to Cala Blava and west to Illetes. Most routes go via the capital, and two buses (A1 to the centre and 21 to S'Arenal) stop at the airport in Ca’n Pastilla. Buses in the 'urban zone' cost €2, 'port zone' €3 and airport €5. A 10-trip card is €15. TIB (tib.org) buses from the Estació Intermodal serve the region too. You'll need your own wheels for Portals Vells and Cap de Cala Figuera.



Santa CatalinaTIME FROM CENTRAL PALMA: 5 MINS [image: jpg]

Strolling a bohemian former sailors’ quarter

From the windmills of Es Jonquet looking out over the harbour, to the cute pastel- and ochre-painted former fishers’ cottages with their bright geraniums, ironwork balconies and green shutters, attractive Santa Catalina (‘Santa Cat’ for locals) makes an interesting half-day. It's best wandered on foot, without a map, but here are some suggestions to get you started.

The Mercat de Santa Catalina is the neighbourhood's beating heart. Palma’s oldest market, it was established in 1920 and sells top Mallorcan foods, but you should also visit for prime people-watching. Have breakfast in one of the many cafes surrounding the market – El Perrito is our favourite – then browse boutiques (such as vintage at Galerie de Luxe or sportswear at Pas Normal Studios) and concept shops (try La Libélula). Chill out by the fountain in Parc de Sa Feixina.

You can join tai-chi sessions in the leafy square by the church. Book in with Lucky Bodies & Happy Souls to get your chakras sorted (yoga, rolfing and naprapathy are all on the menu), take a class at Earth Yoga or a tennis lesson alongside the international set in nearby Palma Sport & Tennis Club (a cleverly redesigned take on the original 1960s tennis club).

In the evening, eat at any number of vegan-friendly and international eateries, or grab low-key tapas at Can Joan Frau, then join the crowds at music bars like Galactic Club. Residents have been campaigning for restrictions on nightlife due to late-night ruckuses – so keep noise down in the streets.
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PALMA'S BAY

Badia de Palma stretches 25km around the city. It's an area of enormous contrasts – brash resorts sit next to upmarket retreats and quiet residential areas. Starting in the east from the Cala Blava cliffs, the bay curves past busy resort strips C'an Pastilla and S’Arenal, popular for watersports and nightlife, to quieter Ciutat Jardí, and the promenade full of cyclists at former fishing village, Portixol. Sandy Platja de Can Pere Antoni, in front of the city, merges into marinas. Then comes small Cala Major in a built-up area leading to residential Illetes and Bendinat. Next is attractive Portal Nous, before British-favoured infamous megaresorts Palmanova and Magaluf. Beyond these lie lovely Cala Vinyes and Portals Vells.



Badia de PalmaTIME FROM CENTRAL PALMA: 10 MINS [image: jpg]

Set sail on Palma's bay

What better way to experience the bay then to head out onto it? For boat tours and cruises to visit calas and swimming spots, try Oasis Catamaran, Barca Samba, Attraction Catamaran Mallorca or Real Club Náutico. Or splash out and charter with Nostromo.

C’an Pastilla has good boat operators, too, like Captain Boleor, and watersports – Bonaona Surf School will have you surfing, paddleboarding or windsurfing in no time.

Palma (and Mallorca) is a sailing mecca, with shiny marinas rimming the coast. Club de Mar and Real Club Náutico are the city's main marinas where you can ogle boats of all sorts, from traditional llaüts (Mallorca’s wooden fishing boats) to superyachts. Real Club Náutico organises more than 20 regattas during the year, like Copa del Rey Regatta in July/August, and offers sailing courses for adults and children. Or try sailing with excellent Escuela Náutica Navega, Palma Sea School, Escuela Náutica Palma and Deep Blue Sea Training.

For those with a passion for boats, attend Palma International Boat Show in April/May.
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Eating in Santa Catalina: Vegan & Vegetarian

Modi: This Georgian restaurant’s vegetarian bent makes for sumptuous eating. 11am-3.30pm Wed-Sat, 7-11pm Tue-Sat, 11am-4pm Sun €€

Vegan Bistró: Plant-based, novel dishes, and it doesn't stint on cocktails or desserts. All with a cheerful vibe. 1-8pm Wed & Sun, 3-11pm Thu-Sat €€

Simply Son Braho: Seasonal menus and fresh produce for generous dishes like cauliflower and chickpea fritters. 9am-4pm Mon-Fri, to 2pm Sat €€

NU Market: Combine shopping at this zero-waste, organic grocery store with a hangout at its cafe. 10am-5pm Mon-Fri, to 2.30pm Sat €


SANTA CATALINA FOOD SHOPPING

Santa Catalina is a haven of artisanal and health-conscious foods.

Mercat de Santa Catalina: (mercatdesantacatalina.com) Graze the old-school market crammed with produce, nuts, prepared foods and more.

Thomas' Bakeshop: Pick up beloved sourdough breads.

Palma Bread: Indulge in the pastries here. It's especially known for its cinnamon bun, paired nicely with a coffee.

Cachao: Amble over to Cachao to try organic, sustainably sourced, raw chocolate.

Herbolario Navarro: This health-food store carries local spices and products as well as international health and organic brands, or try NU Market.



Eating in Santa Catalina: Eclectic & International

Vandal Palma: Fun and full of energy, dishing up modern Mediterranean fusion fare with excellent cocktails to match. 7-11pm €€

Mola Santa Catalina: Creative, fish-forward food in a bright open dining room with a few sidewalk tables. 1-10.30pm Thu-Mon €€

Market Kitchen: Changing menu that lives up to its name – market fresh. Chic and friendly. 7-11pm Thu-Sat, 1-4pm Fri & Sat, 1-6pm Sun €€€

Restaurant Millo: Spanish traditions with ingredients and dishes from the Americas, in jungle-themed elegance. 7.30-11pm Mon-Sat €€

Rotana: The Lebanese food here is best as a meal of their delicious starters. Atmospheric setting. 1-4pm & 7.30-11.30pm Wed-Sun €€

Sumaq: Peruvian fusion cooking, beautifully presented in a minimalist chic dining room and on a terrace out front. 1.30-5pm & 7pm-midnight €€€

Isaan Thai Cuisine: Savour straight-up, mouth-watering northern Thai dishes in a casual, buzzing room. 1-3.30pm & 7-10.30pm €€

Il Tano: Palma residents come here for piles of decadent pasta and wood-fired pizzas, which you can also take away. 1pm-midnight €€

 

Little adventures for the kids

Many love the Palma Aquarium in Ca'n Pastilla, 15 minutes west of central Palma by car, for its hundreds of species and giant shark tank, pre-bookable shark diving and a 'Shark Sleepover’ for kids. It also has a strong emphasis on ocean and marine-life conservation.

Feeling outdoor-active? Scramble around Jungle Parc, two adventure rope parks with ziplines 20km southwest of Palma. Why not hire inline skates or bikes and glide or ride the seafront promenade? Palma's good beaches also feature watersports aplenty or youngsters can learn to sail.

In fair weather, book outdoor kid climbs with an adventure company. If you have a young artist in the family, Fundació Pilar i Joan Miró could prove a hit.

Portixol & Es MolinarTIME FROM CENTRAL PALMA: 15 MINS [image: jpg]

Picturesque former fishing villages

Portixol and Es Molinar, former fishing villages on the eastern edge of Palma, have grown in popularity over recent years, and now have a cool boho vibe. Soak up the soothing tinkle of the moored boats and take morning-light photographs before cycling along the promenade past rows of picturesque former fishers’ cottages lining the seafront.

Lounge at the bar at iconic Club Nàutic Portixol or any of the many eclectic bars, cafes and restaurants with an old-world feel lining the water. Watch grandparents tending toddlers on tricycles. Have a picnic on sheltered beaches, like Ses Palmeres. In the evening, enjoy a sundowner at a beach club – Assaona gets hopping.

It's tough to find parking in Portixol due to its one-way system – bike, walk, take a taxi or bus (route 1, 15 and 30).

If you happen to be here on 23 June, join the Nit del Foc celebrations, when families and friends gather, the beaches are filled with candles, and everyone brings a midsummer nighttime picnic to enjoy.

 

Cycling Badia de Palma's waterfront

Heed the call of the seafront Passeig Marítim promenade lined with tall palms stretching over 16km around Badia de Palma. Explore the city's sheltered beaches or harbourside cafes by bike or segway, cruising the dedicated lane for cyclists and skaters in the bright sunshine. You can cycle from Porto Pi all the way to S’Arenal, passing the Catedral de Mallorca, Portixol and Es Molinar en route. Find a parasol and sunlounger at Platja Ciutat Jardí and go for a swim before cycling back.

Public bike-sharing such as BiciPalma (bicipalma.com) works for short trips around the centre, but for rides further afield, and a greater choice of bikes including e-bikes, bike-hire outfits abound. Most offer child seats or buggy options too. Book ahead and bring ID when you pick up your ride. You’ll be given a helmet and bike lock – do use it when you stop along the way.

Nano Bikes is tops with two locations near Sa Llotja, or you can try Palma on Bike. Drop & Go Mallorca is right near the train/bus intermodal station. Volta rents e-scooters. Segway Palma offers tours along the route. In C'an Pastilla, Berganti Bikes is good.


MIRó & MALLORCA

Joan Miró (1893–1983) grew up and spent most of his life in Barcelona, but Mallorca was his spiritual home. The island was an endless source of inspiration to the artist – the horizons, the 'eloquent silence', the pure brilliance of the light and vivid blues of the sea were reflected in work such as the intensely hued Bleu I, II, III (1961) series.

Here Miró could walk the streets and listen to the organist in the cathedral unnoticed, and he relished this anonymity. The bustle of Santa Catalina market, the crescent-shaped patterns of Moorish and Mallorcan folk art (baskets, pottery and ceramic peasant whistles called siurells) influenced his expressive, abstract work.



Eating & Drinking near Portixol & Es Molinar

Mola: Hip, intimate space with a handful of tables (inside and out) for relaxing over deliciously fresh, innovative food. 1-8pm Wed & Fri-Sun €€

Portixol Hotel: Fab hotel with stylish, excellent cooking in a seafront setting with an outdoor terrace. Noon-10.30pm €€€

Can Punta: Relaxed feel with short menu of international dishes. Caters well for vegetarians. 10.30am-7pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri-Sun €€

Dalt de Cala Gamba: Seafood overlooking the marina, in the Club Nàutic Cala Gamba, east of Platja Ciutat Jardí. 8am-7pm Tue-Sat, to 5pm Sun €€


ANCIENT CAVES IN GéNOVA

These caves are smaller than the more famous Coves del Drac on the east of the island, but Coves de Génova make for an interesting visit, closer to Palma, and are a lot less busy. Kids and adults alike will marvel at the vivid colours and incredible shapes of the columns, water pools and tunnels in these limestone galleries, 36m below the surface. Explore over 1km of paths through stalactites and stalagmites. The temperature is always around 20°C in the caves (discovered in 1906) where water has been dripping for many millennia to create these natural sculptures. Take bus 46 from Palma.



Cala MajorTIME FROM CENTRAL PALMA: 15 MINS [image: jpg]

Celebrate Miró's creative life at his studios

Art lovers, do not miss this. Make the pilgrimage to Cala Major, a once-fashionable resort about 4km southwest of the city centre. Yes, it boasts a fetching, rock-sheltered beach and the royal summer residence Marivent, surrounded by gardens with 12 Miró bronzes. Yes, it's got a waterfront fort, Castell de Sant Carles. But come here most of all for the wonderful hilltop compound of Catalan artist Joan Miró, the Fundació Pilar i Joan Miró.

This complex contains his marvellous studios, as if he walked out of them yesterday: paintings, paint pots and bits and bobs from all over the world that inspired his work. One studio is still in use today by lithographers from the area.

Miró, who had both a Mallorcan mother and wife, moved to Palma in 1956 and remained at this home, expanding with new studio spaces, until his death in 1983 at age 90.

Spend a couple of hours walking through the studios, seeing the land and seascapes he saw while he worked, and celebrating his life and output in a beautifully curated, grand exhibition space surrounded by a sculpture garden (the whole collection has over 2500 pieces).

Miró's friend, the architect Josep Lluís Sert, designed the main studio space (built in 1956), a modern dream atelier. Slightly uphill through the gardens, another studio, called Son Boter, occupies an 18th-century farmhouse. Take time inside to absorb the giant drawings on whitewashed walls which served as plans for some of his sculptures.

Go deeper on a guided 45-minute tour in English (you must be 16 or older) on Fridays at 1pm (no advance reservation; €1).

[image: jpg]

Cala Major | Balate.Dorin/shutterSTock ©

GènovaTIME FROM CENTRAL PALMA: 15 MINS [image: jpg]

Eat like a Mallorcan

When in Mallorca, explore the symphony of flavours that is its homegrown cuisine. Browse its markets or dine at hearty, traditional Mallorcan restaurants such as Mesón Ca'n Pedro, in Gènova. It's famous for frit mallorquí (a lamb, liver and vegetable hash), snails and pa amb oli (bread rubbed with oil, garlic and super-fresh tomato). Running since 1976, it's a local favourite – join the palmeros packing the terrace when it's warm.

Another Gènova draw, classic family-run Casa Jacinto attracts Mallorcans from far and wide with its copious servings of mainland Spanish and island food, especially grilled meats, including game like venison and wild boar.

Better yet, learn how to actually make some Mallorcan specialities.


BEST BEACHES NEAR PALMA

Cala Portals Vells: Turquoise waters lap the sands stretching back beneath rows of straw umbrellas.

Cala Mago: One of two narrow inlets, it's frequented by nudists.

Ses Palmeres: Small, sheltered easy-to-reach Portixol beach.

Platja de Ca'n Pastilla: Sandy beach with good boat trips and watersports.

Caló de sa Bella Dona: Undeveloped rocky scrim with clear waters, 3.5km south of Cala Vinyes.

Platja de Can Pere Antoni: Palma’s city beach, home to Anima Beach Club.

Platja S'Arenal: Broad, busy sandy beach not far from Aqualand waterpark.



Illetes to Cala VinyesTIME FROM CENTRAL PALMA: 20 MINS [image: jpg]

Beach-hopping western Badia de Palma

As you round the bay to the west of Palma, among the high-end holiday-residential zones, Illetes beckons with its very pretty sheltered Platja de Ses Illetes, bedecked by clubs, and nearby small quieter calas, plus Platja de Sa Comtesa. Parking can be tricky, but EMT bus 4 runs frequently from Passeig de la Rambla or Avinguda de Jaume III and TIB bus 108 serves the area.

Portals Nous' gorgeous beach sports a chiringuito (beachside snack shack), beach volleyball and an attractive outlook next to glamorous Puerto Portals marina with its shiny yachts. People-watch from one of the restaurants or cafes by the marina.

For diving, try Big Blue Diving in Palmanova.

If you crave peace, head south of Magaluf to explore a couple of shining calas. Cala Vinyes has placid water, and the sand stretches inland among residential buildings. Cala de Cap Falcó is an emerald lick of an inlet surrounded by tree-covered rocky coast. Unfortunately, developers are getting closer. TIB bus 105 from Palma reaches Cala Vinyes via Magaluf.


BEST BEACH CLUBS & SCENES

Swish beach clubs sing the siren song of the ‘beautiful people’. Our tip: go for a drink, maybe a swim/lounge, and skip overpriced food.

Purobeach, Ca'n Pastilla & Illetes: Upmarket, all-white decor and a perfect location on a rocky promontory for sunset cocktails, DJ sessions and open-air spa treatments.

Balneario Illetes: Relax by the small sheltered, sandy beach with sun loungers and wellness area.

Nikki Beach: Magaluf venue offering sushi, champagne, DJs and a party atmosphere.

Ballermann: A predominantly German crowd pours into Ca'n Pastilla for drinking and music in a phenomenon known as Ballermann. It runs from Carrer del Pare Bartomeu Salvà along the beach east towards S’Arenal.



Cap de Cala FigueraTIME FROM CENTRAL PALMA: 30 MINS [image: jpg]

Tranquil Headland & Cala Portals Vells

Cap de Cala Figuera peninsula's forested eastern flank remains one of the last stretches of unspoilt coastline in this much-developed region of Mallorca. It feels light-years away from the crowds and bustle in nearby Magaluf. Three dreamlike inlets, collectively known as Portals Vells, reside in blissful seclusion, backed by pine-clad sandstone cliffs and dazzlingly clear water.

Cala Portals Vells is a beautiful bay of turquoise water and pine trees with ancient caves to explore. Arrive early to nab parking nearby. More popular Cala Mago is a bit of a steep descent, but worthwhile for the sandy beach and incredible views (it's a naturist beach, too). Or try Platje del Rei next door.

For a gentle and mostly flat coastal hike (10km round-trip) along cliff tops and to small bays, plan for three hours from Cala Portals Vells to the lighthouse at Cap de Cala Figuera, which commands sweeping views across Badia de Palma.

You'll need your own wheels to reach Portals Vells – there's no public transport.
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Places We Love to Stay

€ Budget €€ Midrange €€€ Top End

This region boasts some sublime sleeps, particularly in Palma’s Old Town, in which aristocratic houses have been restored with flair. Of course, such places cost a bundle, but cheaper digs cluster in the popular resorts. Prices vary seasonally and places stay open year-round.

Boutique Historical

Fil Suites €€ Ask for a balcony room facing the quiet square in this great-value renovation of a historic textile factory.

Hotel Basilica €€€ Tear yourself away from your understated comfortable room for the rooftop pool with cathedral views.

Boutique Hotel Petit Montision €€€ Quiet, renovated townhouse hotel on a landmark-lined street with soothing cocoa-coloured hues in the rooms.

Can Cera €€€ Romantic boutique bolthole with a traditional pati and guest rooms that balance antique charm and modern design flourishes.

Petit Palace Hotel Tres €€€ A 16th-century palace with fresh-faced Scandinavian design. The rooftop pool is perfect for a sunset swim with a cathedral view.

Snappy Living

MHOUSE €€ Simple, clean rooms close to Plaça d’Espanya and the Intermodal station, with a small roof pool to boot.

BO Hotel Palma €€€ Well-placed near the cathedral and waterfront with reasonably priced (for Palma) comfortably sized rooms.

Sensible Stays

Art Hotel Palma €€ Tidy rooms with a few antiques thrown in for style and modern bathrooms, just off La Rambla.

Nou Baleares €€ A few blocks outside the eastern avinguda with clean rooms and a small rooftop pool, plus reservable parking.

Ca n’Alexandre €€ In a busy section of the centre near the Intermodal station, with modern design; some rooms with balconies.

Hostels & Hostals

Hostal Bonany € Straight-up hotel a few blocks back from the eastern marina and boat excursions. Some rooms have balconies.

Boc Hostel €€ ‘City’ branch is near both centre and sea. There’s another one north of the centre.

El Josemari Youth Hostel €€ Top location near Basílica de Sant Francesc, with four- to 20-bed rooms.

Luxury Living

Antigua Palma €€€ Five-star, elegant and understated in the old Jewish Quarter near the Banys Àrabs, with patio, rooftop terrace, spa and hammam.

Concepció €€€ Upmarket, stylish 16th-century renovated mansion house with rooftop pool, restaurant and bar.

Summum Boutique Hotel €€€ Spacious with soft pastel accents near some of the city’s best bars, restaurants and shopping.

El Llorenç €€€ Ritzy option with glorious rooftop, seaside location, Michelin-starred restaurant and friendly, efficient staff. Must be 16 or over.

Waterfront

Meliá Palma Marina €€ Good value in a central location on the Passeig Marítim, with breakfast buffet, tapas restaurant, pool and spa.

Hotel Paradiso Garden €€ Good midrange resort just back from the beach between Ca’n Pastilla and S’Arenal.

Calatrava €€€ This stunner sits on the Old Town walls, with dazzling sea and landmark views and a sundeck for breakfast.

Hotel Portixol €€€ Ask for a room with a terrace facing the sea. Immerse in retro pool vibes with a dip before breakfast. At Portixol harbour.

Santa Catalina

StayCatalina €€ Stylish apartments, from studio to two-bedroom, in a four-star hotel in the heart of Santa Catalina.

Hotel Continental Palma €€ A clean and comfortable stay. Some rooms have balconies overlooking the molins del carrer Indústria (windmills).







Western Mallorca & Tramuntana Mountains
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SOARING PEAKS, ENTHRALLING VILLAGES, COBALT SEAS

Defined by the Serra de Tramuntana range, western Mallorca is resplendent with orange and olive groves, imposing mountain-scapes and glorious coastline where sandstone villages descend to the sea.
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This region is dominated by the splendid Serra de Tramuntana range and is remarkably wild, ensnared by scarred limestone peaks and cliffs looming over brilliant blue sea like ramparts. The range culminates in the north at Cap de Formentor, flicking out into the Med like a dragon's tail. Mountain roads wrap around clifftops, eliciting gasps of wonder from drivers and cyclists alike. Gold-stone villages sit atop hillsides, their rhythms providing tantalising insights into Mallorca's past. Terraces march up from the coast, dating back to Moorish times. And walkers and climbers love the rugged interior for its rockfaces, pine forests, olive groves and wildflowers. It's all inscribed by UNESCO on its World Heritage List.

The west is also a hit with art and architecture lovers – from Picasso, Miró and marvellous Modernist buildings in Sóller, to the contemporary CCA gallery in Andratx, Chopin's monastery redoubt in Valldemossa and creative havens Deià and Pollença, long homes to artists, writers and musicians.

Hire a boat to explore the coast, stopping off to swim at calas (coves) and dive in caves along the way. Tour a bee farm, ascend to a historic monastery or simply enjoy one of life's simple pleasures: sit in a sun-dappled square under the shady trees with a cafè amb llet and an ensaïmada and watch life go by (Bunyola, Esporles and Fornalutx are particularly beguiling).
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THE MAIN AREAS

ANDRATX

Foothill town surrounded by beach resorts.

SóLLER

Modernist magnet in valley of orange groves.

POLLENçA

Fascinating village leading to Cap de Formentor.




Find Your Way

Stretching over 90km of mountains, twisting roads make for slow but fabulous travel. Try to hike or cycle for splendid landscapes, from short cove walks to Ruta de Pedra en Sec (GR221), crossing it all.
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Plan Your Time

Western Mallorca is a place to immerse in nature, hiking mountains, swimming in calas or cycling serpentine roads. It's also rich in culture, art and architecture. Pick your passion and plan accordingly.
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If You're Pressed for Time

•Visit Valldemossa and its Real Cartuja where Frédéric Chopin composed; Deià with writer Robert Graves' house; or Sóller for Modernist architecture and art by Miró and Picasso, before taking the 1912 train to Palma. In summer, catch a concert in one of those towns or at Jardines de Alfàbia.




More Time to Explore

•Hike to Castell d’Alaró or part of the GR221, cycle Cap de Formentor or explore the coast, diving or paddleboarding from Port de Sóller or Port de Pollença. Discover famous beaches like Cala Deià and Lluc Alcari or out-of-the-way Sa Dragonera island. Get away from it all at Santuari de la Mare de Déu des Puig or Lluc.



SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS

SPRING

Spring shows the region at its best, with flowers dotting the landscape. It's perfect for hiking or cycling. Lodging and restaurants reopen.

SUMMER

Book well ahead as hotels are bursting and prices soar. Festival season is in full swing: Deià, Valldemossa and Pollença host classical-music concerts.

AUTUMN

Local festivals light up autumn, and it's a good time for hiking and cycling after heat and crowds have ebbed.

WINTER

The mountains and tourist offerings quiet down. Alaró's Christmas market has handicrafts, seasonal fare and twinkling lights.




Andratx

[image: jpg]

ARTS CENTRE | BEACH RESORTS | NATURE RESERVE


Look beyond the occasional blip of resort development and you'll find a sprinkling of little-known treasures in Mallorca's southwest crook. Use Andratx, home to one of Europe's largest contemporary art centres, swish Port d'Andratx with its yacht set or low-key resort Sant Elm as your springboard for day trips. Swim at Cala Llamp, a deep cove with a sheer pine-forested backdrop and turquoise waters. Plan a boat excursion and day of hiking or diving at the offshore nature reserve on Illa de Sa Dragonera. Activities abound, with crystal-clear sea for all manner of water sports.

You can explore the southern Serra de Tramuntana from Andratx too. Hiking trails radiate out – the epic, multi-day Ruta de Pedra en Sec, Mallorca's greatest walk, begins here – or take the MA10 coastal road north for thrilling coastal views and lovely villages like Banyalbufar. The inland route through mountain hamlets like Puigpunyent shines too.
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HighlIGHTS

1Cala Llamp

2Illa de Sa Dragonera

SIGHTS

3Andratx

4Banyalbufar

(see 4)Bodega Son Vives

(see 4)Cala Banyalbufar

5Cala Blanca

(see 12)Cala d’En Basset

6Cala d’Estellencs

(see 14)Cala es Conills

(see 3)Castell de Son Mas

7CCA Andratx

8Celler Son Vic de Superna

9Ermita de Maristel·la

(see 3)Església de Santa Maria d’Andratx

10Fita del Ram

(see 12)Mirador de la Trapa

11Mirador de Ricardo Roca

12Monasterio de La Trapa

(see 14)Platja Sant Elm

13Port d’Andratx

14Sant Elm

(see 12)Torre Cala en Basset

15Torre de Cap Andritxol

16Torre des Verger

Activities, Courses & Tours

(see 19)Camí des Correu

(see 13)Diving Dragonera

(see 14)Keida

17Puig de Galatzò

(see 4)Sa Volta des General

EATING

18Cafe Sa Plaça de Galilea

(see 4)Ca’n Paco

19El Mesón La Villa

(see 11)Es Grau

(see 14)Es Molí

(see 6)Montimar

(see 13)Natural Cafe

20Restaurant Illeta

(see 13)Restaurante El Coche

21Sa Clastra

(see 3)Sa Societat De Ca Na Fornera

(see 6)Sa Tanca

22Sa Vinya

(see 4)Son Tomás

(see 13)Trespaís

Drinking & Nightlife

(see 14)d’Carmen GastroBar

(see 1)Gran Folies Beach Club

(see 13)Tim’s

INFORMATION

(see 3)Tourist Office

Transport

(see 14)Cruceros Margarita




GETTING AROUND

Your own wheels make buzzing around this area much easier. Bus 101 runs year-round between Palma and Andratx (65 minutes) and on to Port d'Andratx. Bus 121 runs six times a day between Andratx and Sant Elm, calling in at Port d’Andratx en route. You can reach Puigpunyent and Galilea on bus 201 from Palma only (not Andratx). There is no train service in this part of the island. Park on the edge of villages and resorts and walk in during high season when town-centre parking is scarce.




[image: ] TOP TIP

For more information on the Tramuntana mountain range and its hiking routes, visit Andratx' tourist office (visit-andratx.com) in the town hall at the top end of town, or go online at caib.es.



Taking in Andratx

From town and port to contemporary art

The largest town in southwest Mallorca, Andratx lies well inland – a defensive measure against pirate attack – 45 minutes west of Palma. With its low-key, untouristy vibe and range of accommodation, it's a relaxed base for exploring the coast to the west and the mountains spreading to the northeast. Its harbour, Port d’Andratx, 4km southwest, was once a tranquil fishing hamlet, but now it's a glitzier international yachting hub with a promenade full of restaurants, shops and galleries.

When strolling the northern end of town, you can't miss seeing the 16th-century Castell de Son Mas on the hill, an elegant defensive palace that now houses the ajuntament (town hall) and tourist office. From here it's a short walk to impressive Església de Santa Maria d’Andratx with its striking bell tower. It's well worth the trek a further 1km north on the MA1031 to reach the belle of the ball CCA Andratx, one of Europe's largest contemporary art centres. Take an hour or two to explore its beautifully lit galleries housing a lively mix of painting, sculpture, photographic work and installations.


BEST VIEWS? PIRATE WATCHTOWERS

Mallorca's 16th- and 17th-century stone watchtowers dotting its coastal cliffs protected the island against pirate raids. Around 50 communicated using smoke signals by day, and coded flashes of fire at night. These are some of Mallroca's top viewpoints, from south to north along the west coast.

Torre de Cap Andritxol Accessible from Es Camp de Mar; steep walk rewarded with spectacular sunset views.

Mirador de Ricardo Roca Between Andratx and Estellencs; alongside Es Grau restaurant, with views for miles.

Torre des Verger Between Estellencs and Banyalbufar; climb stairs to Mallorca’s oldest (1579) watchtower for vertigo views.

Talaia d’Albercuix Near Pollença; incredible views out over Cap de Formentor.



Sandy Southwest

Exploring calas and hidden coves

Take a favourite book, pack a picnic, bring a sense of adventure and some good footwear for scrambling over rocky outcrops to discover some lesser-known coves in the southwest. Cala Llamp with its rock overhang is a gorgeous spot to sunbathe by sparkling, bottle-green waters. Just 2km from Port d’Andratx, this tranquil idyll is backed by rugged, pine-cloaked cliffs rearing like an amphitheatre around the crescent-shaped cove. There's no sand, but you can lie on a rock shelf tilting gently into the sea. Just above sits fab Gran Folies Beach Club with a saltwater pool and food served all day.

To reach teeny Cala Blanca, take the MA1020 from Port d'Andratx towards Es Camp de Mar and look for the signs, then descend on a dirt track from the car park. The beach is all small pebbles, boulders and peaceful views pinched between the two jaws of the headland. It's only around 100m wide and sees few visitors, just yachts and speedboats anchored offshore.


Rent a llaüt, one of the traditional Mallorcan boats, in Port d'Andratx, to explore these coves from the water.
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Eating Near Andratx: Our Picks

Trespaís, Port d'Andratx: Chef Domenico Curcio, with his Michelin-starred background, has made this the top table in town. 6-10.30pm Tue-Sat €€€

Restaurante El Coche, Port d'Andratx: Going strong since 1977, serving Mallorcan seafood classics. 1-3.30pm Wed-Sun & 6.30-10pm Tue-Sun €€€

Natural Cafe, Port d'Andratx: Relaxed patio and small eatery with excellent vegetarian and vegan light meals and friendly proprietors. 9am-5pm Mon-Sat €

Sa Societat De Ca Na Fornera, Andratx: Old-school island fare like trampó (tomato, pepper and onion salad) or suckling pig. 8am-10.30pm Mon, Wed-Sat, to 5pm Sun €€

Watersports & Sunset Views

Sant Elm's fire

You can easily while away a day in cute Sant Elm, 8km west of Andratx through rolling hills on narrow country MA1030. While it's by no means a secret, the relative remoteness of this bijou resort has kept mass tourism at bay, and there's something magical about spending an evening watching the sun drop behind the silhouetted Illa de Sa Dragonera. This is also the main jumping-off point for Dragonera and some top walks.

Rent kayaks, SUPs or bikes at Keida, or go with them on a guided hike, a boat excursion to Dragonera or a paddle-surfing course. You can snorkel, swim or simply catch sunset views across to tiny Illa Es Pantaleu and Sa Dragonera beyond at Cala es Conills, an inlet with rock pools and shelves jutting into the sea, south of Sant Elm’s main beach.

Wildlife on an Island Reserve

Parc Natural de Sa Dragonera adventures

The uninhabited, remote Illa de Sa Dragonera west of Sant Elm is a 4km-long ripple of an island stretching out like a slumbering dragon, giving Jurassic Park vibes. In the past, Sa Dragonera played home to smugglers and was used by pirates planning attacks on Mallorca. These days it's Parc Natural de Sa Dragonera. Ferries from Sant Elm land on its east side and you can follow marked trails to two watchtowers, two lighthouses and the capes at either end of the island, or ascend Na Pòpia peak (Puig des Far Vell; 352m). Keep an eye out for its renowned wildlife (falcons, ospreys, booted eagles) and rich plant life, such as spring-blooming orchids (stay on marked trails). Its famous Lilford’s wall lizards are often seen as a symbol of Mallorca.

Ferries run from Sant Elm (Cruceros Margarita, crucerosmargarita.com, 20-minute crossing) or Port d’Andratx from March to October. Cruceros de Mallorca (crucerosdemallorca.com) also offers one daily excursion from three southern resorts. Or explore by kayak from Sant Elm. Ferry operators offer glass-bottomed-boat tours around the island. If you fancy exploring underwater caves and wrecks around Port d'Andratx and Sa Dragonera, take the plunge with Diving Dragonera in Port d'Andratx.

Make sure to pack a picnic, sun cream, hat and plenty of water – there are no shops on the island.


SANT ELM'S MONASTERIO DE LA TRAPA HIKES

One of the most scenic hikes in the Balearics departs from Sant Elm's Plaça del Monsenyor Sebastià Grau. It follows the GR221 route for a rugged 4km (about 1¾ hours) through a nature reserve to La Trapa, a ruined former monastery, founded by Trappists in 1820.

A nearby lookout, Mirador de la Trapa, gives incredible views over Sa Dragonera. Start on the same trail but branch west about halfway (total walk of 2.5km) to reach Cala d’En Basset, a bay with transparent water but not much of a beach. A trail also spurs out to solitary Torre Cala en Basset watchtower. Keep a look out for ospreys, black vultures and orchids (among Mallorca's protected species).



Eating & Drinking on the Southwest Coast: Our Picks

Restaurant Illeta, Camp de Mar: Gorgeous restaurant reached by wooden over-water walkway. Featured in Netflix’s White Lines. Noon-10pm €€€

Es Molí, Sant Elm: Stripped-back minimalism, upbeat team and Mediterranean dishes with Italian overtones hit the mark. 1-3.30pm & 7-10pm Tue-Sun €€

d'Carmen GastroBar, Sant Elm: Friendly staff serve delicious coffees and light, fresh food just back a block off the water. 11am-5pm Mon-Sat

Tim's, Port d'Andratx: One of the original marina bars for toasting the setting sun with a beer or mojito. Live music Friday and Saturday nights. 11am-late


SAIL THE TRAMUNTANAS

The Serra de Tramuntana abounds with fantastic hikes and welcoming small villages to explore. But you can also get a novel view off the dramatic coast of the mountain range as it sheers towards the sea by sailing between Port d’Andratx in the southwest and Port de Sóller, passing Sant Elm and Illa de Sa Dragonera en route. Stop during the day (not for anchoring overnight) at Port des Canonge, Cala Deià and Lluc Alcari. Note: wind is more of a rule than an exception and depending on conditions, it can be rough. In winter it is often dangerous.



Unwind with Coastal Hamlets, Views & Walks

Sweet Estellencs and Banyalbufar

Between Andratx and Deià, on the beautiful, twisting coastal road studded with incredible watchtower viewpoints, sweet sandstone villages Estellencs and Banyalbufar are havens for walkers and cyclists. Estellencs, with its 300 inhabitants on the rolling hills below Puig de Galatzò, takes life at an easy pace. The local store is called Un Poc de Tot (‘A little of everything’) and you can settle into a handful of cafes. Meander 1.5km down past olive, almond and lemon groves to reach beautiful Cala d’Estellencs. Part fishing harbour and part pebble beach with bottle-green water, it has a summertime snacks-and-drinks bar.

Banyalbufar was founded by the Arabs in the 10th century and the hamlet’s name means ‘built next to the sea’. It's famous for its malvasia vineyards on striking terraces, another Moorish legacy known as ses marjades, that descend to the coast. They're kept watered by mountain springs gurgling down open channels into cisterns. Bodega Son Vives has cellar-door wine tastings and sales in summer. Take a dip in dark turquoise water at pebbly Cala Banyalbufar or hike coastal route Sa Volta des General to Port des Canonge (4.3km one-way). Just west, Torre des Verger is one of Mallorca's most recognisable symbols.
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Eating in Banyalbufar & Estellencs: Our Picks

Ca'n Paco, Banyalbufar: Traditional Mallorcan restaurant on the road to Cala de Banyalbufar. Stellar terrace views of sunset over the sea. Noon-8pm Tue-Sun €€

Son Tomàs, Banyalbufar: Classic for snacks at street-side tables and its upstairs sea-view restaurant with local produce. 12.30-3.30pm Wed-Mon & 7-9pm Wed-Sun €€

Sa Tanca, Estellencs: Fresh tapas like caracoles (snails), tortilla and fried anchovies at a family-run bar. Excellent vino de la casa (house wine). 10am-11.30pm Wed-Mon €

Montimar, Estellencs: Mallorcan cooking at a special-occasion spot overlooking rooftops and church. Noon-3.15pm & 7-10.15pm Tue-Sun €€

Driving the Inland Route

Serene joys of Galilea, Puigpunyent and Esporles

This compelling drive with few tourists peels away from the coast inland from Andratx along the MA1032 to high-mountain hamlet Galilea. Walk up to the church square for views across the valleys and a drink in the cafe-bar. You'll plunge through thick woods and hairpin bends to reach Puigpunyent, with its mountain restaurants, then take the MA1101 to Esporles, swinging in for a wine tasting at the gorgeously situated Celler Son Vic de Superna en route.

A welcoming shady avenue of plane trees signals your arrival in handsome, ochre-stone Esporles. Its popular Saturday market showcases local products and a neo-Gothic church presides over cafe-lined lanes. It can get animated at night, as many Palma folks have opted to live here and commute to the capital. Fira Dolça (Sweet Fair) in early October is grand fun.


HIKES FROM PUIGPUNYENT, GALILEA & ESPORLES

Camí des Correu dates to 1401 and offers shady hiking through oaks between Esporles and Banyalbufar. Cool off at the end at Cala Banyalbufar. Check times in advance to catch bus 202 back to the start. Part of the GR221, it's an easy 2½-hour walk suitable for families.

The Fita del Ram ascent from Esporles to Ermita de Maristel·la takes in viewpoints, sandstone villages, pine forest and olive, carob, orange and almond groves.

Reaching over 1000m, Puig de Galatzó has a rigorous, exciting ascent from Puigpunyent or Estellencs through forests, with panoramic views. Alternatively, hike 1.5km to the nature reserve from Galilea for incredible views.



Eating Around Puigpunyent: Our Picks

Sa Vinya, Puigpunyent: Rice and grilled meats to vegan with mod-eclectic decor and a deck for live music and cocktails. Noon-midnight Wed-Sat, to 6pm Sun €€

Cafe Sa Plaça de Galilea, Galilea: Tapas with sweeping valley views from balcony or at tables in the stone courtyard. 5pm-midnight Tue-Sat, 10am-5pm Sun €

Sa Clastra, Es Capdellà: Michelin-starred magic in the Castell Son Claret hotel serving rarified works of art by chef Jordi Cantó. 7.30-9.30pm Tue-Sat €€€

El Mesón La Villa, Esporles: Residents wax lyrical about asados (roasts), served amid beams and farming implements. 1-3.30pm Thu-Tue & 8-10.30pm Thu-Sat €€€



CRUISING THE SERRA DE TRAMUNTANA
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Follow the MA10 to the car park opposite Restaurant El Grau, 14km from Andratx, and climb up to the 1 Mirador de Ricardo Roca for some of the most extraordinary views along this coast. A further 4km on you pass through 2 Estellencs, before continuing 5km to the 3 Torre des Verger, one of the Mediterranean's most dramatically sited watchtowers. The tower lies on the outskirts of 4 Banyalbufar, another charming coastal village, after which the road winds inland. At the road junction after 7km, take the narrow road north, which climbs through pine trees and boulders before crossing a high plateau. Take the turnoff west to 5 Port de Valldemossa, an exhilarating descent to the water’s edge, and then return to the main road. By now, you’re almost in 6 Valldemossa, which is always worth a pause, as is 7 Deià, which is nine spectacular kilometres beyond the Valldemossa turnoff along the MA10. Don’t miss the brief detour down off the main road to 8 Cala Deià, one of Mallorca’s prettiest coves, while the views of 9 Lluc Alcari from the main road are exceptional. a Sóller has a fabulous location and is the gateway to b Biniaraix and Fornalutx, two of the loveliest villages on the island. From the latter, the drive climbs up to the c Mirador de Ses Barques, before passing high-altitude reservoirs in the shadow of Mallorca’s highest mountains. By the time you reach the turnoff to d Sa Calobra, the peaks are bare and otherworldly. Follow the hairpin bends down to Sa Calobra and detour to Cala Tuent, before returning to the main road bound for the e Santuari de Lluc, magnificently nestled in a valley overlooked by mountains.






Sóller

[image: jpg]

MODERNIST ARCHITECTURE | GREAT ART | THRILLING TRAIN


In the years before the construction of the tunnel connecting Sóller to Palma in 30 minutes, the Sóller region was a land apart. Moors saw the potential of this valley surrounded by dramatic Serra de Tramuntana peaks, and accounts of orange and lemon groves, watered from sources in the foothills, date from the 13th century.

The citrus-fruit export market laid the foundations for the great wealth of the Vall d’Or (Golden Valley), reflected in its railway line to Palma (1912), tram line to Port de Sóller (1913) and grand merchant houses, such as those along Gran Vía and Carrer de Sa Lluna. You can still see evidence of this international exchange in the Solleric dialect, which mixes French, Spanish and Mallorquin.

Sóller, with its bustling Saturday market, vintage train and tram rides, graceful Modernist architecture and galleries showcasing Picasso and Miró, is also a wonderful base for exploring the west coast and hiking the Tramuntana.
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Highlights

1Can Prunera – Museu Modernista

2Sala Picasso & Sala Miró

SIGHTS

3Banco de Sóller

4Carrer de sa Luna

5Església de Sant Bartomeu

6Plaça de la Constitució

Activities, Courses & Tours

7Ecocirer Cooking Classes

EATING

8Bar Cafè Sa Picada

9Ca’n Boqueta

10Ca’n Llimona

11Do de Pit

12El Petit Cafeteria & Heladeria

13Forn Can Panxeta

14Forn de Barri

15La Confiança

16Luna 36

17Muleta Pizza Sullerica

18Sa Granja

Shopping

19ArteArtesanía

20Ben Calçat




GETTING AROUND

Travel by vintage train between Sóller and Palma, and by tram to Port de Sóller. Sóller is well served by frequent Palma buses, on a direct route (bus 204) and coastal route (203 via Deià and Valldemossa). Bus 231 goes north to Lluc and Pollença. Most Sóller buses terminate in Port de Sóller. If driving to/from Palma, you can take the quick, free tunnel (no bikes allowed) or longer switchbacks over the pass, with great views. In summer and on Saturday market days, Sóller centre is closed to hire cars. Park along its edges and walk in.




[image: ] TOP TIP

Affluent Sóller has some of the island's highest prices, and many expats. Look stylish with a Vespa from Bullimoto. The tourist office in front of the train station has brochures, maps and hiking routes or go online: soller.es, visitsoller.com and illesbalears.travel.



Magical Town in the Golden Valley

Explore Sóller’s Modernist architecture and art

Simply wandering Sóller’s tangle of narrow streets is a pleasure. In any direction, within a few minutes you exchange tight, winding lanes lined with tall, grand wooden doors for country roads bordered by stone walls, behind which flourish orange and lemon groves. Start your exploring at the leafy plaza in the centre of town.

Thronged with tables and seats from the cafes on its northern, eastern and western perimeters, the welcoming main square, Plaça de la Constitució, is 100m from the train station. The tram line bends its way across the square, conveying the loaded and tooting tram to the beaches of Sóller Port. Filled with children playing in the evenings, stuffed with panama-wearing visitors and home to the beautiful Església de Sant Bartomeu, the square is Sóller's vibrant heart and soul. Sip a drink here for the ideal way to people-watch and measure the town's comings and goings – Sa Granja is a local institution.

A student of architect Antoni Gaudí, Joan Rubió i Bellver, landed some big commissions in Sóller. The town didn't want to miss the wave of modernity and so Rubió set to work in 1904 on the renovation of the 16th-century Església de Sant Bartomeu. The largely baroque church (originally built 1688–1723) preserved elements of its earlier Gothic interior, but Rubió gave it a dazzling Modernist facade.

Across the narrow road from the church, Rubió also designed the similarly strikingly Modernist facade of the 1912 Banco de Sóller (now Banco de Santander). You won't miss the imposing and roughly hewn stone building, with two large, circular galleries, windows framed within lacy wrought-iron grilles and a carved lion gazing ferociously out over the square from the edifice's corner.

For more art and architecture, don't miss Can Prunera – Museu Modernista (see below) and the Miró and Picasso rooms at the train station. And look out for frequent festivals and concerts (soller.es/en/traditions).

World-Class Art Collection

Art at Can Prunera – Museu Modernista

Make your way to one of Mallorca's standout galleries, Can Prunera – Museu Modernista in a landmark Modernist mansion along Carrer de sa Lluna. Dating from 1911, the mansion is another of Sóller's buildings designed by Joan Rubió. Notice the thoroughly Modernist style, from the muted but intriguing stone and wrought-iron facade to the elaborate ceilings and early-20th-century furnishings.

The list of luminaries displayed here is astonishing – works by Joan Miró, along with single drawings by Toulouse-Lautrec, Picasso, Gauguin, Klimt, Kandinsky, Klee, Man Ray and Cézanne. Also part of the permanent collection is a gallery devoted to Juli Ramis (1909–90), a Sóller native and world-renowned painter who had his studio in the neighbouring village of Biniaraix, plus works by Miquel Barceló, Antoni Tapiès and Eduardo Chillida. Go out back to see the sculpture garden.


SHOPPING IN SóLLER

Saunter down the main shopping street, Carrer de sa Luna, which is buzzing with life. For example, dynamic artistic space ArteArtesanía features jewellery and a small range of paintings, ceramics and sculpture by Spanish and international artisan designers.

Ben Calçat is the place for authentic Mallorcan handcrafted porqueras, shoes made from recycled car tyres. These funky bowling-shoe designs in rainbow-bright colours won't appeal to everyone, but they're very Mallorca.

Or time your visit for the Saturday morning market (8am to 1pm) when the centre, packed with stalls, heaves with action.



Eating in Sóller: Our Picks

Ca'n Boqueta: Creative cooking with a seasonal slant in a converted townhouse bistro, with beams, art and a garden patio. 1-3pm Tue-Sat, 7.30-9.30pm Mon-Sat €€

Do de Pit: Tapas (mmmm, croquettes), some vegetarian, hamburgers and a long list of beers, wines and vermuts at a cheerful bar. Noon-11pm Tue-Sat €

Luna 36: Bread homemade daily and fusion dishes prepared with the same ethos. Sit in the courtyard garden. 12.30-2.30pm Fri & Sat, 6.30-9.30pm Tue-Sat €€€

Ca'n Llimona: Short delicious menu of handmade pasta with Sorrentino sauces created with ecologically sourced local produce. 12.30-4pm & 5-9pm Thu-Mon €€€

Ride a Highlight Historic Train

Travel back in time between Palma and Sóller

Welcome to one of the most rewarding excursions in Mallorca – a narrow-gauge train trundling along the winding 27.3km route between Palma and Sóller. The Ferrocarril de Sóller train replaced a stagecoach service in 1912, and departs from Palma's Plaça de l’Estació, passing through ever-changing countryside. It's at its most dramatic when it crosses the 496m-high Serra de Alfàbia via 13 tunnels (some over 2km long) and a series of astonishing bridges and viaducts.

As you set off from the Palma side, the train initially rolls through city streets but within 20 minutes you’re in the countryside. At this stage the view is best to the left, towards the Serra de Tramuntana. Half an hour out of Palma you'll call in at the sweet town of Bunyola (an alternative boarding place that costs just €11/19 one-way/return from Palma or Sóller). Then, you climb switchbacks up and down the mountains in earnest. At one point you can see Palma and the sea sweeping out in the distance. Some trains stop briefly at marvellous lookout Mirador Pujol de’n Banya, shortly after the Túnel Major (Main Tunnel). The tunnel is almost 3km long and took navvies three years to carve out of the rock in 1907–10. Views soar across the entire Sóller valley before the train rattles across a viaduct and into another tunnel that makes a slow 180-degree turn on the descent into Sóller, whose art-filled station, Tren de Sóller, was formerly an early-17th-century mansion.

All in, the journey takes about 1¼ hours. Five to seven trains run per day. A ticket combining the return journey and a jaunt on Sóller's historic tram to and from Port de Sóller costs €35 (€28 without the tram) – if you are going both ways it beats two one-way tickets at €20 a pop. No bikes are allowed on board. It's best to pre-purchase online (trendesoller.com). Pro-tip: sit in the front car which was the former first-class carriage with satin couches (no special ticket needed).


ART IN SóLLER TRAIN STATION

Even if you don't arrive by the old-fashioned train to Sóller's railway station, take the chance to enjoy the free (and excellent) exhibitions of art by Picasso and Miró. Sala Picasso & Sala Miró (open 10.30am to 5pm Tuesday to Saturday) fill two rooms at street-level in Sóller's station. The Picasso room holds over 50 gently illuminated ceramics from 1948 to 1971, many depicting the artist's trademark subjects: dancers, women, bullfighting. But to us, the Sala Miró steals the show with playful, mysterious and beguiling prints by the Catalan master. Miró's maternal grandmother was from Sóller. Check the iconography menu at the door to interpret the symbols in Miró's vibrant, naturalistic works, such as La poetesse.



Eating in Sóller: Bars & Quick Eats

Bar Cafè Sa Picada: Juicy burgers, fresh sandwiches, salads and beer on tap at a low-key hangout. Reasonable prices. 6.30am-10pm Mon-Fri, 12.30-10pm Sat €

Muleta Pizza Sullerica: Scrummy handmade pizzas to take away or eat on a tiny terrace in the lane or internal garden. 1.30-3.30pm Fri-Mon, 7-11pm Thu-Mon €

Bar Molino: Get out of the busy centre or stop in after walking the hills for well-made Mediterranean and Mallorcan dishes served by friendly owners. 12.30-10.30pm €€

Tsunami: Satisfy your Asian hankerings at a slick, simple spot serving pad thai, bao wraps and sushi. Delivery, too. 1-3.30pm Thu & 6-11pm Tue-Sun €€

Waterside Promenade & Dip

Port de Sóller and its beaches

Sóller’s outlet to the sea, Port de Sóller, 4.5km northwest, is a quintessential Mallorcan fishing and yachting harbour, arrayed around an almost perfectly enclosed bay. More than a decade ago, millions of euros were poured into sprucing it up and you can head here for pleasant strolling, especially around the northern end of the pedestrianised and restaurant-lined esplanade nearest the heart of the original town.

The beaches are not the island’s best, but our pick for a dip is Platja d’en Repic, nicely removed from the streams of passersby at the southern end of the bay as the road climbs towards Far de Cap Gros, a lighthouse with spectacular views over mountains, harbour and sea. Keep walking in the same direction around the rocky headland for even more peace and fantastic perches for jumping into the sea.
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TOOT-TOOT TRAM TO PORT DE SóLLER

A real blast from the past, Sóller's old-world, open-sided (and expensive) tooting trams (tranvías) trundle 4km down to Port de Sóller on the coast. They depart from outside the train station but also stop at the northwest corner of Plaça de la Constitució on the way. In Port de Sóller there are four stops as it arcs around the length of the waterfront. Get a timetable from the tourist office or at trendesoller.com. The pleasure will cost you €9 each way, or bundle it with a train ticket to save a bit.



Eating in Sóller: Cake & Ice Cream

Forn Can Panxeta: Classic bakery with cakes, muffins, breads, ensaïmades and empanadas. 7.30am-1pm & 5-7pm Tue-Fri, 7.30am-1.30pm Sat & Sun €

El Petit Cafeteria & Heladeria: Compare this ice cream with Sa Fàbrica de Gelats down the street. 10am-6pm Mon, Wed & Thu, 10am-7pm Fri & Sat, 11am-6pm Sun €

Forn de Barri: Sidle up to the modern counter for fresh brownies, cookies, pastries, bread and sandwiches paired with great coffee. 7.30am-2.30pm Mon-Sat €

La Confiança: Oodles of lustrous pastries, cakes and savoury tarts fill this Modernist mainstay artisanal bakery. 8am-7pm €

Ascend to Hill Villages Above Sóller

Laidback island life in Biniaraix and Fornalutx

Take the popular hike between Sóller and Fornalutx, one of Mallorca’s most enchanting stone-built villages, with a stop in Biniaraix, 2km in between. Biniaraix started life as an Arab alquería (farmstead), and now it's all cobbled stairways and green-shuttered sandstone homes. Next to its church, the Església de la Immaculada Concepció, lounge in the small Plaça de Sa Concepció with its excellent restaurant, Café Es Barranc, and a cafe in the shade of the stone walls and a plane tree.


Fornalutx (the name means 'oven light') has several superb restaurants (book ahead at busy times) and you'll find that half the charm is simply wandering its steep, bougainvillea-filled lanes or sitting in its peaceful Plaça d’Espanya with a well-deserved coffee and cake after your hike, gazing at the Església de la Nativitat de Nostra Senyora. There’s only one taxi (often very busy) and few buses (route 232), so be prepared to walk back down to Sóller.

You can also follow the town stream east past fine houses (many owned by expats) and thick greenery, or climb the stairs north, eventually heading off into the hills. Alternatively, walk further up to the viewpoint, Mirador de Ses Barques (also accessible on the MA10), about 6km above Fornalutx, for phenomenal views to Port de Sóller. The restaurant is handy for fresh orange juice and cake (rather than the food).
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ACTIVITIES AROUND SóLLER

In Port de Sóller you can paddle SUPs (SUP Sóller), sail (charter with Bonnie Lass Charters or Perfect Charter) or dive (Octopus Mallorca and Sóller Divers). Tramuntana Tours rents bikes in town, too.

Rock climbing or bouldering? Rock & Ride Mallorca organises challenging climbs in Sa Gubia, Port de Sóller and Sa Calobra. Hiking fan? Book with Mallorca Hiking for tailor-made or group hikes.

Take a yoga or pilates class at S’Espai 6 with wonderful mountain views. Enjoy a ceramics workshop with Luciana, at Lula Luca. Fancy learning to cook? Take a workshop with Barbara at Ecocirer.



Eating in Port de Sóller: Our Picks

Es Passeig: Book a sea-facing terrace table for creative dishes inflected by the seasons and presented with razor-sharp detail. Good fixed menus. 1-10pm Tue-Sat €€€

Kingfisher: White parasols, sea breezes, top portside location, friendly service and soothing jazz meet fish-forward fare. 12.15-4pm & 6.30-9.30pm Tue-Sat €€€

Patiki Beach: Cocktails and signature sangria warm the scene and Mediterranean shared plates bring it home, beachside. Noon-6pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri-Sun €€

Espiritu Libre: Cheapish and cheerful short menu of international standards a block from the port. Good menus of the day. 1-3pm & 6-9.30pm Thu-Mon €€




Beyond Sóller
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Roam across the Tramuntanas from inspiring Deià and bustling Valldemossa to the wonders of Sa Calobra's gorge and Santuari de Lluc.


The Serra de Tramuntana range ripples all along the west coast for 90km, surveying the Mediterranean from above. Skirted by olive groves and pine forest, its razorback limestone mountains plunge 1000m to the sea like the ramparts of some epic island fortress. Whether you hike highland trails, cruise or bike serpentine roads, or breeze along the cliff-flanked coastline by boat, these mountains will sweep you off your feet.

Stunning villages include picture-postcard-perfect Deià and cultural hot spot Valldemossa. Scramble to the shore to swim in hidden calas or between limestone crags at Torrent de Pareis. Explore verdant gardens or ogle the panoramic reservoirs at the foot of Mallorca’s highest peak, Puig Major, then continue to Santuari de Lluc, the spiritual heart of Mallorca.


Places

Bunyola

Orient to Alaró

Deià

Son Marroig & Sa Foradada

Valldemossa

Sa Calobra & Cala Tuent

Santuari de Lluc




GETTING AROUND

Hire a car to travel coastal areas, but be aware that parking is always extremely limited in Deià and the MA10 and its offshoots get very congested in summer – some small coastal roads close to traffic. This region is best discovered in low or shoulder season. Useful bus 203 runs year-round from Palma to Valldemossa, Deià, Lluc Alcari, Sóller and Port de Sóller. Taxis are hard to come by in summer, so reserve your airport taxi in advance.




BunyolaTIME FROM SóLLER: 20 MINS [image: jpg]

Scenic drive or train ride to soak up daily life

A dramatic drive winds its way south of Sóller to Bunyola, at the foot of lush, terraced hillsides and the wild grey peaks of the Tramuntana. To begin, climb Sóller's hills on the MA11a (the tunnel isn’t as pretty, but it's certainly more direct) and enjoy the views to Palma as you switchback down the southern side. You can stop for a coffee break at Ca'n Topa at the top, a favourite among cyclists. On the way into Bunyola, it’s worth pausing to visit a grand reminder of Moorish Mallorca: the Jardines de Alfàbia.

Equally wonderful, you can take the historic train from Sóller to Bunyola and wander on foot straight into this drowsy town, known for olive oil and its palo (herbal liqueur) distillery. Bunyola is a fabulous base for rock climbing and – back at ground level – for relaxing into Mallorcan village life in its central square, Sa Plaça, which hosts a small Saturday morning market in front of the Església de Sant Mateu. Our favourite square-side eatery is S’Economat with its rich coffee and tasty light meals.
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Climbing & canyoning Tramuntana gorges & rockfaces

The wild limestone peaks and boulder-strewn gorges of the central Serra de Tramuntana between Valldemossa and Sa Calobra create the ideal backdrop for climbers and canyoneers. The former can head just west of Bunyola, where the foothills of the Tramuntana thin to the flatlands around Palma, to magnificent rock amphitheatre Sa Gubia – a holy grail for playing on 125 multi-pitch routes graded 4 to 8, including some excellent, fully bolted long climbs. The Cara Oeste (West Face) ranks as one of Europe's most impressive limestone walls.

For canyoning, by far the most challenging (rated 5 to 6, for experts only) is the 2.5km Gorg Blau/Sa Fosca route, one of Europe's most dramatic canyons, descending north and then northeast from the reservoir of the same name. It's a tough route, with drops, scrambling, freezing water and a 400m stretch in total darkness to negotiate. An easier alternative (though by no means a walk in the park), is the 8km Torrent de Pareis, surrounded by majestic rock walls. Either way, a local guide is essential; try Món d'Aventura (mondaventura.com), Rock & Ride Mallorca (rockandride-mallorca.com) or Experience Mallorca (experience-mallorca.com).


ARTISAN MAKERS

The produce of western Mallorca are famous throughout the island, particularly those from around Sóller. You’ll see red prawns from its bay on menus across the island. Many farms allow visits, or simply pick up local foods – olive oil, wine, honey, almond sweets and orange balsamic vinegar – around the region.

Sa Fàbrica de Gelats (Gelats Sóller): Sorbet and ice cream flavoured with Sóller’s famous oranges.

Fet a Sóller: All manner of oils, vinegars and Sóller products.

Forn Ca’n Molinas: Coca de patata (sweet, potato rolls) and ensaïmades from this Valldemossa pastry shop.

Mel Vici: Alaró orange, oak, carob and heather honey from more than 200 beehives, available in Alaró and Palma.



Orient to AlaróTIME FROM SóLLER: 40 MINS TO 1 HR [image: jpg]

Off-the-beaten-track mountain hamlets

The incredible 9km road (MA2100) that wends northeast from Bunyola to Orient attracts swarms of lithe, lycra-clad cyclists. The first 5km is a promenade along a valley brushed with olive and cypress trees that slowly crests a plain and the Coll d’Honor (550m) before tumbling over the other side of a forested ridge. The next 2km of serried switchbacks flatten out on the run into Orient. All the way, the Serra d’Alfàbia is in sight to the north.

With its huddle of ochre houses clustered on a slight rise, pretty Orient is one of the loveliest hamlets on the island. A few houses on the north side of the road seem set to slide off, as if they’re an afterthought. It's a good starting point for mountain hikes, like those to Puig de l’Ofre and Alfàbia, and a trailhead near lovely L'Hermitage hotel leads to an alternative path to the Castell d'Alaró.

Nestling in the foothills of the Tramuntana, a looping 10km southeast of Orient, Alaró is an easygoing town with its own great hike to castle ruins. From Orient, follow the MA2100 through bucolic cypresses and orchards of fig, olive and almond. The road meanders about 4km northeast before taking a leisurely turn around the outriders of the mighty rock plug, Puig d’Alaró (822m), which thrusts up from the valley floor. Its identical twin to the east is Puig de s’Alcadena (815m). Ripped apart by a geological fault millions of years ago, these twin peaks are one of Mallorca's most distinctive images. To the south you can make out the flat interior of Es Pla (the Plain).

In Alaró, head for Plaça de la Vila, flanked by the Casa de la Vila (town hall), the parish church and a couple of cafes. The square springs to life during its Saturday morning market. Cafes also congregate around Carrer Petit and Carrer de Jaume Rosselló. If you're not driving, it's easy to reach Alaró by train: get off at the Consell-Alaró stop, then take local bus 342 to town (15 minutes). Bus 331 also serves Orient. Or you can hike from Alaró to Orient and the valley of Coanegra on a 14km moderately difficult trail (five hours).
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BEST TRAMUNTANA GARDENS

Raixa, near Bunyola: Grand country estate, originally a Moorish farmstead, later home to a cardinal who collected Roman antiquities, now a remarkable garden and country estate.

Jardines de Alfàbia, near Bunyola: Endearingly faded finca surrounded by gardens, citrus groves and palm trees. Gurgling water along irrigation canals hints at its past as the residence of an Arab Wāli (governor). Summertime concerts.

Jardí Botànic de Sóller & Museu Balear de Ciències Naturals, Sóller: Central Sóller's orchards, natural history museum and plant collection from the Balearics and other Mediterranean isles including Crete, Sicily, Corsica and Sardinia, plus from the Canary Islands.



Eating in Alaró & Around Lluc

Terra Mar & Foc, Alaró: Lives up to its name with hearty meats and fish, plus popular desserts like lime pie. 12.30-4pm Wed-Mon, 7.30-11.30pm Wed-Sun €€

Cycling Planet, Alaró: Top cafe stop (and bike hire) for luxe coffees, baked goods, breakfasts and sandwiches. 9am-8pm Mon-Fri, to 2pm Sat & Sun €

Ca'n Gallet, near Lluc: Cheerful spot with straight-up Mallorcan dishes which fills up on sunny weekends; near the monastery. 1-4pm Mon, 9am-4pm Wed-Sun €€

Es Guix, near Lluc: Stone-house restaurant in forest with natural pool. Good choice if you can't get into Ca'n Gallet or monastery restaurants. Noon-3.30pm Wed-Mon €€

 

Castell d'Alaró hike with a delicious pit stop

Perched at an improbable, almost comical angle on a gigantic fist of rock, Castell d'Alaró is one of the most rewarding castle climbs on the island. The ruins are all that remain of the last stronghold of Christian warriors who could only be starved out by Moorish conquerors around 911. It will reward you with astonishing views, from Palma to Badia d'Alcúdia. You can walk two hours up from Alaró or cover the ascent as far as restaurant Es Verger by car, then continue on foot. The road deteriorates (at the time of writing it was closed to cars) as it climbs a further 1.2km beyond the restaurant to a parking area at the base of a path that leads another 15 minutes to the fortress ruins.

Another minute's walk uphill brings you to the Ermita de la Mare de Déu del Refugi, a decrepit 17th-century chapel that locals still visit to give thanks for miraculous events. If you can't bear to leave, bed down in a bare-bones dorm at the Hostatgeria Castell d'Alaró.

Either way, it's well worth the trek, bike ride or gear-crunching ascent on the 4.2km narrow, potholed zigzagging road to Es Verger. This gloriously rustic haunt with sheep hanging out in the car park is famous for its lamb (cordero), slow-cooked in beer, herbs, carrots and onions until meltingly tender.
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HIKING THE CENTRAL TRAMUNTANA

Hiking this UNESCO reserve could fill your holiday: Ruta de Pedra en Sec (GR221) traverses from Pollença to Sant Elm.

Deià to Sóller: Easy, 10km (about four hours) coastal portion of Ruta de Pedra en Sec. Stop for juice and cake at Finca Son Mico.

Camí de s'Arxiduc: (Path of the Archduke), from Valldemossa. Iconic circular route (13km) with woodlands and coastal views – best on a clear day. Chance to bag Puig des Teix.

Cúber Reservoir Walks: Walk Ruta de Pedra en Sec from Cúber reservoir in the mountains down to Sóller.

Tossals Verds: Or from the reservoir do a stunning five-hour loop around this massif.



DeiàTIME FROM SóLLER: 25 MINS [image: jpg]

Famed home to artists, writers & musicians

When the late-afternoon sun warms Deià's honey-coloured houses, which clamber steeply up a conical hillside, and the sea deepens to darkest blue on the horizon, it's easy to understand why artists and other bohemians have loved this place since Catalan artists ‘discovered’ it in the early 20th century. This eyrie of a village in the Tramuntana is flanked by steep hillsides terraced with vegetable gardens, citrus orchards, almond and olive trees and even the occasional vineyard – all set against the magnificent mountain backdrop of the Puig des Teix (1062m).

English writer Robert Graves (1895–1985; I Claudius, Goodbye to All That) put Deià on the map for Anglo-Saxons after moving to the village in 1929 in search of sun and a peaceful creative life. Today you can visit his former home, Ca n’Alluny (the Far House), which includes his study and the printing press used for printing much of his writing. He attracted figures including Ava Gardner, Alec Guinness, Peter Ustinov and Kingsley Amis to Deià, and the prologue to his The Golden Fleece is set in the town.

The village became popular with many other famous artists and musicians (Sting, Bob Geldolf, Andy Bell of Erasure to name just a few), and Sa Fonda bar proved a hub for evening gatherings. Now for creatives, ‘La Res’ (the beautiful La Residencia hotel) runs art tours in the village taking you to meet local artists at work in their studios, or you can take an art class (painting, ceramics or sculpture) or a writing course.

Make the pilgrimage up Es Puig, the hill at the heart of Deià, along steep, cobbled lanes for extraordinary views over the sea, farm terraces and mountains. At the top, find modest Església de Sant Joan Baptista and its small cemetery with Graves' resting place (at about 11 o'clock from a position standing in the entrance to the cemetery, towards the tombs at the rear). Look for other luminaries, too, like musician Kevin Ayers (1944–2013).


LLUC ALCARI & ITS BEACH

A steep, narrow road 2.5km northeast of Deià plunges from the MA10 down into the serene hamlet of Lluc Alcari, nestled into the rocky mountainside. The view from the road of its terracotta roofs and palm trees against the Mediterranean beyond is one of the prettiest along this stretch of coast. It's best to walk here from Deià (the lane is often closed to cars). Follow the signs to 'Mar' and you will reach the tiny rocky beach, popular with naturists. A highlight is to cover yourself with mineral-rich mud from alongside the freshwater stream, and then dive into the sea to wash it off.



Eating & Drinking in Deià: Our Picks

Sebastian: Refined and seasonal Mediterranean dishes in this welcoming stone restaurant with gorgeous terrace views. 7.30-10pm Thu-Tue €€€

El Olivo: Break out the credit card for this romantic restaurant in a picturesque setting at La Residencia hotel. Good afternoon tea. 7.30-10pm €€€

Sa Fonda: Crank back the years at this roadside rocker mainstay with good vegan options and occasional live music. Noon-5pm €€

S'Hortet Teahouse: Casual organic veg-forward fare just below the centre with top breakfasts, juices and a chill vibe. 10am-6pm Tue-Sun €

 

Iconic Cala Deià swim & lunch

Cala Deià, one of the most bewitching of the Serra de Tramuntana’s coastal inlets, is just a 3km drive from Deià (take the road towards Sóller), or a slightly shorter, popular walk. The enclosed arc of this cerulean bay with a tiny shingle beach lapped by crystal-clear water is backed by a handful of houses. On a rocky platform above the water, you can tuck into fresh fish at Ca’s Patró March, featured in TV series The Night Manager. Or grab a bite at little Can Lluc, the adjacent simple bar-eatery. You must reserve ahead in summer or you will never get a table – these places get slammed.

Some fine walks criss-cross the area, such as the gentle Deià Coastal Path to Lluc Alcari (about 30 minutes). To walk from Deià to the cove, follow the signposted road down from the village, which then becomes a rough path that crosses over the vehicular road at various points. Alternatively, walk down Carrer Felipe Bauzà to beloved S'Hortet Teahouse – stop for refreshments – through olive groves to Cala Deià below.

If you're driving, competition for a summer parking spot a few hundred metres from the cala is intense; get here early.


FESTIVALS IN THE WEST

Spring: Carnaval and Semana Santa (Holy Week) island-wide. Thousands attend a moving Davallament (reenactment of the descent from the cross) in Pollença. Mallorca 312 is the island’s most challenging cycling race. Pollença Wine Fair features Balearic wines. Es Firó in Sóller has mock battles, street parties and costumes.

Summer: Festival Internacional de Deià puts on classical concerts. Festes de la Patrona has legendary mock battles, music and parties filling Pollença. Festival Chopin sees weekly concerts in Valldemossa. Festival de Pollença offers an exciting programme of arts and concerts. Marxa des Güell a Lluc a Peu is a pilgrimage to Lluc.

Autumn: Festival de Música Clásica Port de Sóller and La Fira, Pollença's massive market, take place.

Winter: Alaró's Christmas market.



Son Marroig & Sa ForadadaTIME FROM SóLLER: 30 MINS [image: jpg]

Sunsets, rock formations & sailing with seafood paella

Revel in one of this coast's most dazzling sunset spots: Son Marroig, 3.5km west of Deià. Sip a refreshment from the canteen (come early in summer to get a parking spot) and try to nab a cliffside table. You can also visit the Son Marroig estate, one of Habsburg Archduke Ludwig Salvator's residences – a delightful, rambling mansion jammed with period furnishings. From June to September catch a light-classical concert at its Festival Internacional de Deià.

But, really, the main event beyond the sunset is the Sa Foradada rock formation, a gigantic hole in the promontory below, said to resemble an elephant from afar. It's a stunning and steep 3km walk (one way – avoid the midday heat as there is little shade) through olive groves tinkling with sheep bells and along paths flanked by pine trees and caves. A soothing swim in the lee of the formation is the reward, along with a meal at Sa Foradada restaurant that hangs over the cliff edge. It's a wonderful spot for a wood-fired paella and a cool drink in the shade looking out over blissful views. Although the restaurant is hard to reach, it's popular, so reserve ahead.

You can avoid the summer traffic and the walk, and visit by boat. Arrange a trip from Port de Sóller for a full or half-day cruise along this beautiful stretch of coast. Go snorkelling, swimming or fishing, explore limestone caves, and stop off for lunch here or in Cala Deià.

ValldemossaTIME FROM SóLLER: 40 MINS [image: jpg]

Strolling an Exquisite Town with a Carthusian Monastery

Crowned by the spire of its Carthusian monastery, which slowly lifts the gaze to the Tramuntana's wooded slopes, Valldemossa is one of the island's most eye-catching sights. Set on a gentle rise, the village insists on aimless wandering, window-shopping its shops and galleries amid chance discoveries along pinched lanes, with breathtaking vistas onto the surrounding valley and hills. There's no shortage of visitors, especially at the Sunday market, and the bulk of the restaurants serve average fare at inflated prices, but the town is home to a few standout eateries, and it's not hard to slip away from the crowds.

For an exquisite view embracing ochre rooftops, the orchards, palms and mountains, walk down Carrer de Jovellanos to Miranda des Lledoners. The nearby bright gallery of Fundación Cultural Coll Bardolet hosts an interesting array of exhibitions.

As you stroll through the town you may notice that most houses bear a colourful tile depicting a nun and the words Santa Catalina Thomàs, pregau per nosaltres (St Catherine Thomas, pray for us). Yes, Valldemossa has its very own saint. Casa Natal de Santa Catalina Thomàs, her birthplace, is tucked off to the side of Església de Sant Bartomeu, at the east end of the town. La Beata Fiestas (28 July) celebrate her with processions, pipers, marching bands and more.
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Sa Foradada | Finecki/shutterSTock ©


CHOPIN'S WINTER OF DISCONTENT

Valldemossa is famed for the fact that ailing composer Frédéric Chopin and his lover, writer George Sand, spent their ‘winter of discontent’ here in 1838. Their stay wasn’t an entirely happy one and Sand later wrote Un hiver à Majorque (A Winter in Mallorca), which made her perennially unpopular with locals. Chopin’s poor health, the constant rain and damp, and villagers who found these foreigners rather too eccentric, turned a planned escape from pressure-cooker Parisian life into a nightmare. But time is a great healer and Valldemossa makes great mileage from its discontented former guests. After all, Sand did write: ‘All that a poet or painter might dream of, Nature has created here.’



Eating in Valldemossa: Our Picks

Es Taller: Our favourite for friendly service and quality cooking with farm fresh ingredients and flair. Plenty of veg options. 1-11.30pm Tue-Sun €€

Hostal Ca'n Marió: Excellent Mallorcan dishes like lomo com col (pork loin with cabbage) and tumbet at a fourth-generation restaurant. 1-3pm & 8-10pm Tue-Sun €€

Can Costa: Mallorcan mainstay on the hilltop 2.5km north of town on the Ma10. Gets especially packed on weekends. 1-4pm & 7.30-10pm €€

Es Roquissar: Pretty patio dining on Mediterranean-fusion dishes that blend local produce with international influences. 1-8pm Wed-Mon €€

 

The Monastery Home of Chopin & Sand

You'll be drawn to the magnetic teal spire of the grand Carthusian monastery and former royal residence Real Cartuja de Valldemossa, famously once home to composer Frédéric Chopin and writer George Sand. The building's origins date to 1309 when Jaume II built a palace for his son, Palau de Rei Sanxo, now a warren of medieval rooms jammed with furniture and hundreds of years of mementos, gathered around a modest cloister. When it was abandoned, the Carthusian order took over and converted the site into a monastery, and in 1388 greatly expanded it. A series of cells now shows how the monks lived, bound by an oath of silence they could only break for half an hour per week in the library.

After the monks were expelled in 1835, the cells were rented to visiting artists, writers (including Rubén Darío and Jorge Luis Borges) and musicians. Chopin’s spartan rooms had a lush terrace with incredible views, and it was here that he wrote many of his famous pieces of music. Displays in this area include some of Chopin's pianos.

Entry includes a historic pharmacy and a nearby museum which hosts works by Miró and runs kids' workshops. Anyone can visit the elaborate Jardins del Rei Joan Carles for free – they offer great pic opportunities.

If you'll be in town in August, buy tickets in advance for the excellent Festival Chopin (festivalchopin.com) where internationally renowned pianists perform under starlit skies in the grounds of the Real Cartuja.
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WHITE-KNUCKLE DRIVE TO PORT DE VALLDEMOSSA

Get your kicks about 1.5km west of Valldemossa on the spectacular mountain road (MA1113) clinging to cliffs for 5.5km all the way down to Port de Valldemossa. Marvel at the giddying sea and sheer rockface views – the descent is akin to traversing a precipice, with a village glimpsed through the trees a very, very long way down. Drivers, don't take your eyes off the road and there’s only one place to pull over for photos. At journey's end, a shingle and algae waterfront awaits, backed by low red cliffs and a cluster of buildings, one of which is home to justifiably popular seafood spot, Restaurant Es Port.



Sample olive oil & hike the hills

With its centuries-old olive groves, Mallorca is famous for its quality olive oils. Son Moragues, on the edge of Valldemossa in a stunning mountain setting, provides a unique opportunity to learn from local experts all about the heritage, landscape stewardship and techniques for creating olive oil in the Tramuntana. Book ahead for tastings and a fun array of experiences, including some paired with hikes.

Eating in Valldemossa: Tapas & Cafes

QuitaPenas: Spread over three rooms in a village house, this unpretentious, creative tapas bar pairs chilled Mallorcan wine or craft brews. Noon-4.30pm & 7-11pm €€

Forn Ca'n Molinas: Best on main pedestrian drag, specialising in coca de patata (sugar-dusted pastry) and ensaïmades since 1920. Garden terrace out back. 7am-8pm €

Barbaflorida: Cheap and cheerful cafe crafting rich coffees, teas and cakes, plus light meals, smack in the centre. 10am-4pm Wed-Mon €

S'Estret: Simple tapas on a side lane; cannelloni and empanadas are filling and the menu of flatbreads changes seasonally. 12.30-3.30pm & 7-9.30pm €

 

Blow glass & throw pottery

Get creative on an immersive tour of the Lafiore arts centre. It's primarily a glass factory, so you can see how the liquid silica is blown or try your hand in their ceramics workshops. Book ahead for one of these guided tours, or swing in any time to shop their collection. You'll find it 10 minutes south of Valldemossa on the MA1110.

Sa Calobra & Cala TuentTIME FROM SóLLER: 1 HR [image: jpg]

Wild and loopy descent to dramatic coves

Hairpin-riddled slender 12km road MA2141 is one of Mallorca's top experiences. Whether you're swooning over the giddy ravine views, gulping as a coach squeezes through an impossibly narrow cleft in the rock, or aping Tour de France winner Bradley Wiggins with a thigh-burning pedal to the top (he does it in 26 minutes, for the record), this spectacularly serpentine road is pure drama. Carved through the rock and skirting narrow ridges as it unfurls to the coast, it was the feat of Italian engineer Antonio Paretti, who built it in 1932. Its twists and turns were inspired by tying a tie, some say (explaining the section of road that turns round before threading under itself).

The destination? The small, attractive white-pebble Sa Calobra cove. Park in the paid lot, then follow a short trail and walkway beyond the cafes and tourist shops north along the coast to a rocky river gorge, the highlight Torrent de Pareis. This is the dramatic conclusion to the torrent's descent from Escorca. Besides the striking beauty of the gorge itself, the small, pebbly beach has some of the clearest, coolest and calmest waters in Mallorca.

If you come in summer, you won’t be alone – the road down will be extremely congested and legions of buses and fleets of pleasure boats disgorge battalions of tourists at the beaches below.

To flee for some peace and quiet, head down a turnoff 2km before Sa Calobra to gorgeous Cala Tuent, a tranquil emerald-green inlet in the shadow of Puig Major, with a single tall pine tree on the beach. The broad pebble strand is backed by a couple of houses and a green bowl of vegetation climbing the mountain flanks.


GORGE ESCAPE

Javier Marín García is a full-time hiking guide and founder of Mallorca Mountains (mallorcamountains.com). He shares his favourite island adventure.

Mallorca's natural and wild landscapes are marvellous, particularly in the mountainous areas. It's difficult to pick a favourite part of the island, but if I had to choose, it would be Entreforc. It's the intersection of two ravines, and the source of a larger one, Torrent de Pareis. It's defined by limescale walls almost 400m high. Looking up you feel the grandeur of the place. Here I've had many adventures, above all climbing its walls on different slopes and angles. On one adventure we spent four days hanging from the wall to finish a difficult and risky 300m climb.




FOR GLASS LOVERS

If you want to see some more glassblowing, zip south to Gordiola, which has workshops and a museum.



Santuari de LlucTIME FROM SóLLER: 1 HR [image: jpg]

Go deeper at a rural monastery & hiking retreat

Seek out the Santuari de Lluc, also known as Monestir de Lluc, nestled in a high mountain valley 20km west of Pollença. A visit to this large, beautiful monastery complex, the most important pilgrimage site in Mallorca, combines history, religious tradition, stunning scenery and good walking.

Enter via a cloistered garden to reach the central courtyard of the complex, dating mostly from the 17th to 18th centuries (the original chapel dated from the 13th century). Pass through the grand facade of the late-Renaissance basilica and note the fine altarpiece by Jaume Blanquer, then keep going to a room behind the altar to find the Virgin Mary and infant Jesus statuette. People come from far and wide to visit this statue, known as La Moreneta (the Black Madonna).

If you're lucky, you might hear renowned Els Blauets (the Little Blues, because of the cassocks they wear), the monastery’s choir, which has existed since the 16th century.

The admission ticket includes its botanic garden and a small museum of prehistoric finds, crafts, icons and vibrant paintings by Catalan Impressionist Josep Coll Bardolet. One pretty and short forest walk leads along Camí dels Misteris del Rosari (Path of the Mysteries of the Rosaries). Like so many before him, Antoni Gaudí made the pilgrimage to Lluc in 1908, and in addition to redesigning the church he oversaw the creation of the stone monuments that grace this path up Pujol des Misteris, rising behind the monastery complex to splendid views.

Go to Centre d'Informació Serra de Tramuntana, opposite the monastery, for a background on regional flora and fauna and to pick up leaflets detailing walks in the area. Beautiful picnic areas and campgrounds surround the monastery (which also offers simple lodging), perfect for incredible star gazing. Kids will enjoy the small play park and swimming pool. You'll also find a couple of cafes plus traditional restaurant, Sa Fonda (book ahead on busy weekends).


WHY I LOVE DRIVING FROM SóLLER TO LLUC

[image: author]

Alexis Averbuck, Lonely Planet writer

I love taking in the wide open sea, the island's highest mountains and plunging cliffs driving the MA10 from Sóller to Monestir de Lluc. It's one of Mallorca's great road trips – or cycle rides, if you have quads of steel. It unfurls east across the Serra de Son Torrella range and beneath the island’s highest point, Puig Major (1445m; an off-limits air force communications base). Then I zip around two dazzling patches of liquid blue, Cúber and Gorg Blau reservoirs – starting points for hiking trails – before heading through Monnaber Tunnel to turn off for the wild, winding plunge to Sa Calobra and Cala Tuent.



Visit a beekeeper

Buzz up to Son Alzines, 4.5km north of Lluc, to learn more about the magic of bees and tending of hives with passionate ecological beekeeper Martí Mascaró who produces small batch Mel Caramel. There's also an agroturismo where you can spend the night.

Martí is a member of Mallorca Preservation, and you can find other local sustainability initiatives and farms online at mallorcapreservation.org.




Pollença
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LOVELY TOWN | BROAD BAY | INCREDIBLE CAPE


Discover the wild beauty of this corner of the island, from Pollença and its glorious arching bay to the stunning promontory of Cap de Formentor. On a late summer afternoon, Pollença's warren of 16th- and 17th-century stone houses glow in the fading light, cicadas strike up their drone and a burble of chatter floats from cafe terraces lining the Plaça Major. Saunter through its gallery- and boutique-lined backstreets or pull up a ringside chair to watch the world go by and you, like Winston Churchill and Agatha Christie before you, will be smitten. Even better, check into one of Pollença's attractive hotels or its mountain sanctuary and overnight to make the most of its timeless allure.

Then play along the white-sand beach at Port de Pollença and cycle Cap de Formentor, from thrilling viewpoints and remote cove hikes to its historic beach hotel, a former playground of the rich and famous, and its lone lighthouse.
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HighlightS

1Calvari

2Església de la Mare de Déu dels Àngels

SIGHTS

3Casa-Museu Dionís Bennàssar

4Claustre de Sant Domingo

5Església de Monti-Sion

6House of Martí Vicenç

7Jardins de Joan March

(see 4)Museu de Pollença

(see 2)Plaça Major

8Platje de Ca’n Cap de Bou

9Pont Romà

Activities, Courses & Tours

10Món d’Aventura

11Sail & Surf Pollença

12Scuba Mallorca

13Tramuntana Diving & Adventure

Sleeping

14Can Aulí

15Hotel Desbrull

EATING

16Cantonet

(see 11)El Bistró Sail & Surf

17Llaüt Beach Bar

18Restaurant Celler El Molí

19Romaní

Drinking & Nightlife

20Imperial Bar

21La Mar Dolça

22Loqueria

23U Gallet

Entertainment

(see 4)Davallament

(see 4)Festival de Pollença

Shopping

24La Merceria

(see 2)Sunday Market

25Teixits Vicens

INFORMATION

(see 2)Tourist Office




GETTING AROUND

Pollença and its port are well-connected by buses to Palma (bus 301), Cala de Sant Vicenç (321), Alcúdia (231 and 234) and its port (322). Bus 231 also serves Lluc. 234 goes to Cap de Formentor's lighthouse. Winter services are reduced, with mainly just Palma, Cala de Sant Vicenç and Port d'Alcúdia buses. The nearest train station is in Sa Pobla (bus 301). Car hire or cycling makes transit easier. For remote beaches, arrive early in high season to find parking. Pollença is compact and walkable.




[image: ] TOP TIP

For a walking tour on local history, book at the tourist office. It's a mine of information with helpful staff and literature, like Cap de Formentor hiking routes (also at Port de Pollença tourist office).



Take in Pollença's Top Art

Churches, museums and festivals

The last Dominican convent to be founded in Mallorca, the baroque Claustre de Sant Domingo was used as a prison in the Spanish Civil War, but it's now a cultural and arts centre, hosting musical and dramatic performances, art exhibitions and the like, especially during the robust summer arts Festival de Pollença. Within the convent, Museu de Pollença houses a vibrant collection of modern art, plus a colourful Buddhist mandala donated in 1990 by the Dalai Lama. Outside in the Jardins de Joan March look for a medieval watchtower which used fire to signal incoming invaders.

Stroll up past Plaça Major to the Església de la Mare de Déu dels Àngels, an imposing sandstone baroque church, to see its richly decorated interior and a frescoed ceiling. It was established in 1229 at the time of the conquest, but was largely rebuilt in the 18th century. For one last art stop, head to Casa-Museu Dionís Bennàssar where local artist Bennàssar lived, and which now displays his etchings, watercolours and oil paintings.

In August, enjoy a sort of performance art at the Festes de la Patrona (mock pirate battles).


Monumental Chapel Stairs

Climbing to Calvari

Make your way up the 365 cypress tree-lined stone steps of Calvari (best on a cool day) to a simple 18th-century chapel, a cafe and magnificent hilltop views over the town to the coast from Cap de Formentor to the ports of Pollença and Alcúdia. On your way up you'll pass the former house of weaver and artist Martí Vicenç (1926–95), once part of a giant Franciscan monastery that also included the nearby Església de Monti-Sion. If you're on the island on Good Friday, don't miss the magnetic torchlit Davallament ('Lowering') when a representation of Christ is solemnly paraded down the Calvari steps. It is one of Mallorca's most moving and evocative Easter celebrations.

Wild Vistas from a Hilltop Convent

Views from Santuari de la Mare de Déu des Puig

South of Pollença, off the MA2200, one of Mallorca's most tortuous roads weaves up 1.5km of gasp-out-loud hairpin bends to Santuari de la Mare de Déu des Puig, a 14th-century former nunnery atop 333m Puig de Maria. If you come pilgrim-style, the stiff hike through woods of holm oak, pine and olive will take around an hour. Pollença shrinks to toytown scale as you near the summit. Be sure to avoid the midday heat and carry water. The car park is about a 20-minute walk from the refuge.

Up top, take in one of Mallorca's finest outlooks: west to Tramuntana peaks, east to gently curving Alcúdia and Pollença bays and jagged Formentor peninsula. Then, take a contemplative stroll through the refectory, kitchen, heirloom-filled corridors and incense-perfumed Gothic chapel. You can stay overnight in a converted hermit's cell to rise for a spectacular sunrise, or simply enjoy a bite to eat – the paella is one of the best you'll get in these parts, but place your order well in advance. Life moves slooowly up here.


SHOPPING POLLENçA

Pollença's year-round Sunday market is one of Mallorca's largest and liveliest. Stalls crammed with fruit, cheese, wine and herbs are concentrated in Plaça Major, with handicrafts taking over an ever-widening arc of surrounding streets. Pollença's creative boutiques make for some of the best shopping outside Palma. La Merceria is a gloriously retro emporium merging vintage style with contemporary design. Among the unique gifts are sepia postcards and handmade straw boaters for a dash of Gatsby glamour. Out back is a super collection of kids' books and clothing. Artisans have been making striped Mallorcan fabrics known as robes de llengües just northeast of the centre at family-run Teixits Vicens since 1854.



Eating in Pollença: Our Picks

Cantonet: This Italian restaurant terrace by the church has views across Old-Town rooftops to Puig de Maria and beyond. 12.30-3pm & 6.30-10.30pm Fri-Wed €€

Restaurant Celler El Molí: A firm favourite for seafood paella, grilled prawns and lemon pie, just on the edge of the centre. 12.30-3.30pm Fri-Wed €

Romaní: Traditional Mallorcan specialities in the heart of town, served by a friendly, hard-working owner. 11am-3.30pm Wed-Mon, 8-10.30pm Thu-Sat €

3\65 Restaurant: Michelin-starred, with exceptional service and extensive wine list at Son Brull hotel. Also has a more affordable bistro. 7.30-10.30pm €€€

Watersports & Adrenaline Kicks

Playing around Port de Pollença

Port de Pollença is a thrumming beach resort on the Badia de Pollença with the majestic backdrop of Cap de Formentor. Cruise the marina and cafe-lined promenade (try Llaüt Beach Bar or El Bistró Sail & Surf), or lounge on the long, sandy beach (sandiest stretches are to the north; south towards Alcúdia, the beaches become gravelly).


Breezy Ca’n Cap de Bou and Sa Marina, near birdwatching wetland Reserva Natural de s'Albufereta, are popular with kitesurfers and windsurfers. Learn how with Sail & Surf Pollença or Mallorca Kiteboarding. Dive the bay with Scuba Mallorca in search of starfish, sea urchins, octopuses, rays and barracuda, plus submerged caves. Tramuntana Diving & Adventure is also tops for diving, SUP, kayaking and adventure activities including canyoning and cliff jumping, as is excellent provider Món d'Aventura, in Pollença town. You can hike part of the GR221 trail (which runs the length of the Tramuntanas).


BEST COVE HIKES ON CAP DE FORMENTOR

Myriad cape hikes include Camí Vell del Far, the summit of 334m Fumat or inlets Cala es Caló and Cala en Feliu. But here are the biggies.

Cala Figuera: A steep slope descent down a bare gully to a narrow shingle beach with excellent snorkelling.

Cala Murta: Fjord-like stony beach with clear turquoise waters. Follow signs from Cala Figuera car park through mostly wooded land.

Cala Gossalba: Shady 30-minute walk (park just before Km 15 and descend the trail opposite) to a remote rocky beach.

Cala Bóquer: Simple 3km hike from Port de Pollença through pines and maquis to a peaceful cove with only the odd wild goat for company.



Awesome Cliff Views

Adventures on Mallorca's northernmost peninsula

The most dramatic stretch of Mallorca’s coast, Cap de Formentor is an otherworldly domain of razor-edge cliffs and wind-buckled limestone peaks jutting far out to sea. From a distance, it looks like an epic line of waves about to break. This is a fantastic choice for a cycle, drive or hike. The MA2210 quickly climbs away from Port de Pollença, affording splendid views of the bay, and traffic moves at a snail's pace, owing to brilliant lookouts, such as unmissable, vertiginous Mirador de Sa Creueta (aka El Colomer). From here you can climb 2.3km to Talaia d’Albercuix, an 18th-century watchtower with Insta-worthy sunset views.

Continue through woodlands to Platja de Formentor (paid parking), to paddleboard, kayak and play on a slender beach with soft sand, inviting waters, plus Hotel Formentor, a grande dame of hotels currently being redeveloped by the Four Seasons. The original hotel played host to figures such as Winston Churchill, Charlie Chaplin, Ava Gardner, Audrey Hepburn, F Scott Fitzgerald and Elizabeth Taylor among many others.

It's served by boat from Port de Pollença in high season. In summer the road is often closed to cars beyond this point, so you must cycle 11km to reach the cape-tipping 19th-century Cap de Formentor Lighthouse, where views range south to Cap Ferrutx. A short walking track (Camí del Moll del Patronet) leads south to another supreme viewpoint.

Drinking Around Pollença: Our Picks

La Mar Dolça, Pollença: Coffee aficionados here teach courses on latte-making, plus serve enticing baked goods and brunchy sandwiches. 7am-3pm Mon-Fri

U Gallet, Pollença: Excellent drinking hole known locally as 'Gallito' (cockerel), full of enticingly cosy nooks and serving great cocktails and G&Ts. 10am-1am

Imperial Bar, Port de Pollença: Balance your pitcher of sangria with tapas, conveniently across the road from the beach and marina. 12.30-10.30pm Thu-Tue

Loqueria, Port de Pollença: Like a friend's welcoming living room with wine and finger foods a few blocks from the seaside. 7pm-midnight Mon-Sat, & 11am-3pm Wed



Places We Love to Stay

€ Budget €€ Midrange €€€ Top End

Sóller

Casa Margarita € Spartan, simple place; one of few budget options in high-priced Sóller.

Hotel S’Ardeviu €€ 13th-century stone house offering seven varying rooms, some with bare stonework, others beamed and whitewashed.

Ca N’Aí €€€ Family-run blissful escape among orange groves, with tranquil pools, luxe suites and a restaurant.

Ecocirer €€€ Eco-stay in the centre with home-away-from-home vibes. Vegans and vegetarians will enjoy it.

Muleta de Ca S'Hereu €€€ Near Port de Sóller; lordly 1672 country mansion with eight sprawling rooms and a handful of apartments.

Deià

S'Hotel des Puig €€ Charming village-centre small hotel with mountain views, pool and terraces.

Hostal Miramar €€ Nine-room 19th-century stone house in lush vegetation, with views to Deià’s church and the sea.

La Residencia €€€ Set in beautifully landscaped gardens overlooking the village, providing every conceivable luxury.

Mountain Refuges near Lluc

Hospedería del Santuari de Lluc € Walkers' and pilgrims' rooms look over a courtyard or mountains. Avoid dark downstairs rooms.

Refugi Tossals Verds € Staffed mountain lodge positioned at the heart of a web of hiking trails. Foot access only.

Alaró & Orient

Alaró Natura Rural Suites €€ Friendly, relaxed and quiet in a modern renovation of a shoe factory.

Hotel Rural S’Olivaret €€€ Gorgeous mountain hotel with a pool and spa on the Alaró-Orient road.

Finca Son Palou €€€ Upmarket retreat hotel in Orient, with a pool, mountain views, attentive staff and a tranquil setting.

Valldemossa

C’as Papà €€ Welcoming, central and full of character with great views and free parking – a real bonus.

Es Petit Hotel de Valldemossa €€ Family home turned boutique hotel; admire Valldemossa from your veranda rocking chair.

Hotel Continental Valldemossa €€ Simple mid-century hotel, 4km from Valldemossa, with great sea views, pool and easy hiking access.

Mirabó de Valldemossa €€€ A 16th-century finca with an infinity pool in glorious countryside, 1.5km from Valldemossa.

Around Andratx

PuntBlanc € Sant Elm; self-catering apartments by the beach looking out to Sa Dragonera.

Hostal-Residencia Catalina Vera €€ Port d'Andratx; family-run abode with simple, immaculate rooms – some with sea views – and a garden.

Finca Hotel Son Pont €€ Puigpunyent; beautiful grounds, mountain vistas, a pool and outdoor breakfasts. Excellent base for hikers and cyclists.

Unic €€ Andratx; well-renovated central townhouse. Ask for a quiet room (those near busy areas can be noisy).

Estellencs & Around

Petit Hotel Sa Plana €€ Estellencs; lovely stone house with a clutch of rooms around a shady garden.

Finca S’Olivar €€ Estellencs; glorious sea views from a cluster of renovated stone hermitages sprinkled across olive, almond and fig groves.

Son Borguny €€ Banyalbufar; Penny makes you feel at home at this quaint 15th-century townhouse. Some partial sea views.

Pollença & Around

Hotel Desbrull €€ Six pleasantly fresh, small doubles in a modernised stone house; this is a good deal.

Hostal Los Pinos €€ Cala Sant Vicenç; two gleaming white villas sit in a pine glade. Superior doubles have partial sea views and are wonderfully large with separate lounge areas and balconies.

Can Aulí €€€ Magnificent, restored 17th-century mansion with a relaxing garden and pool, and alfresco dining (adults only).







Northeastern Mallorca
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ROMAN RUINS, BLISSFUL BEACHES, HISTORIC TOWNS

Explore the island’s Roman past, walk medieval city walls and windsurf, dive, go caving or just soak up the sun along endless beaches.
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Talaia d’Alcúdia | visual-journey/shutterSTock ©

Bordered by dramatic coastal scenery and white-sand bays, dotted with cultured towns – where fiestas inspire a celebratory mood – and blessed with a top portfolio of adventure sports, northeastern Mallorca combines both untamed and cultivated facets of the island.

Go back in time at Pollèntia, once the Roman Empire's capital city of the Balearics, on the outskirts of Alcúdia’s Old Town. Fast forward to medieval times, and explore Alcúdia’s parapet city walls, with views down to the coast. Or simply revel in miles of sandy beach and turquoise waters of Badia d'Alcúdia, with its wide range of active adventures.

Discover the wildest beauty of this corner of Mallorca on pristine hiking trails on the pine-forested peninsula Cap des Pinar and in Parc Natural de la Península de Llevant or birdwatching in Parc Natural de S’Albufera. In the furthest northeast, base yourself in stunning medieval towns with rich daily life such as Artà and Capdepera. You'll experience more ancient history in the underground caves at Drac and the Talayotic ruins at Ses Païsses.

Tourists arrive along Mallorca's eastern shores, the Costa de Llevant, en masse on their annual sun pilgrimage: it's one of the prettiest coasts on the island and offers kitesurfing, cliff jumping, scuba diving and paragliding. But you'll also find caves, coves and inlets, some accessible only on foot with nary a hotel in sight.


[image: jpg]

Platja des Coll Baix | engel.ac/shutterSTock ©


THE MAIN AREAS

ALCúDIA

Medieval town with long beach nearby.

ARTà

Enchanting town with ramparts and bohemian spirit.




Find Your Way

Northeastern Mallorca's well-maintained roadways connect white-sand beaches, majestic headlands, mountain peaks and marinas. It's not serviced by trains, but the old Manacor–Artà railway line is a greenway for cyclists. Opportunities abound for hiking, too.
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Plan Your Time

In the summer, heed the siren call of the beach and enjoy traditional festivals in full swing. During shoulder seasons, make the most of incredible birdwatching, hiking and cycling without the crowds.
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Pressed for Time

•Spend the morning in walkable Alcúdia where medieval city walls give stunning views. Visit nearby Pollèntia, the most important Roman ruins on the island. Then swim at Badia d'Alcúdia's excellent beaches. In shoulder season hike Cap des Pinar to take a dip in one of the hidden coves off these headlands or visit unique art estate Museo Sa Bassa Blanca.




Three Days to Explore

•Base yourself in fun, historic Artà or Capdepera or at one of the beach or countryside hotels where parking is easier. Organise a boat excursion, go kayaking and snorkelling or explore famous Coves del Drac. Hike forested trails in the Parc Natural de la Península de Llevant or on the rural east coast to reach remote, rocky calas with azure waters.



SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS

SPRING

Wildflowers bloom, businesses reopen and Semana Santa (Holy Week) processions roll.

SUMMER

Summer is busy beach season – reserve ahead to dine at many restaurants. Roads clog with traffic and hotels are full.

AUTUMN

Shoulder months good for hiking and cycling. The big Fira d'Alcúdia in October features a market, dances, music and parades.

WINTER

Many restaurants, hotels and other businesses close, starting to come out of hibernation in February.




Alcúdia
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MEDIEVAL TOWN | ROMAN RUINS | BIG BEACH


Stroll ancient Alcúdia to absorb the best of this beautiful town of quiet character, ringed by mighty medieval walls created in 1298 by King Jaume II of Aragon. The walls enclose a maze of narrow lanes, historic mansions, cafe-rimmed plazas and warm-stone houses. It is also home to several stunning boutique townhouse hotels and grand homes. On the fringes of town, dive deep into history at the entrancing remains of Pollèntia, once the island’s prime Roman settlement.

Venture just a few kilometres to the coast and you'll reach busy Port d’Alcúdia, with its splendid beaches and larger-scale hotels, which draws summertime visitors in search of a beach holiday. It caters well for families, watersport adventures and reclining on a sunlounger. Shoulder season is a fine time to strike out on incredible hiking trails, explore nearby natural park S’Albufera, or discover quieter corners of the coastline beyond Alcúdia.
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Highlights

1Museu Monogràfic de Pollèntia

2Pollèntia

SIGHTS

(see 3)Ca’n Canta

3Ca’n Domènech

(see 3)Ca’n Fondo

4Ca’n Torró

5Església de Sant Jaume de Alcúdia

6Plaça de Toros

7Porta del Moll

Activities, Courses & Tours

8Wind & Friends

EATING

9Cafeteria Kuku

10Ca’n Costa

11Como en Casa

12Espai

13Giovanni L

14Maca de Castro & Restaurante Jardín

15Manjares

16Sa Romana

Entertainment

17Hidropark




GETTING AROUND

The best way to get around is by car or scooter, though it's easiest to walk in town. Buses run between the settlements along the coast and link with cities outside the region, including Palma. The train doesn't run this far, although the line extends to Sa Pobla, 16km southwest of Alcúdia, and to the outskirts of Muro.

Ferries run from Port d'Alcúdia to Ciutadella on Menorca. Hike or cycle around the headlands to experience the natural beauty of these parts.




[image: ] TOP TIP

Alcúdia's attractions draw many visitors, particularly on market days (Tuesday and Sunday, Passeig Mare de Déu de la Victoria) or key festival days. Fira d'Alcúdia in October has traditional parades, costumes, and harvest foods. Many businesses close in low season.



Wrapped in Medieval History

Climbing Alcúdia's walls

The inland town of Alcúdia offers historical and cultural points of interest, along with plenty of shopping in its cobbled alleyways and quaint squares. You can't miss its impressive sandstone city walls, constructed during the Spanish Conquest in 1298, when King Jaume II of Aragon set about creating the town. They form a polygon with a 1.5km perimeter and feature 26 towers and four entrance points: Porta de Xara to the north, Porta de Mallorca to the south, Porta de la Vila Roja to the northwest and La Portella next to the Església de Sant Jaume de Alcúdia. A moat originally surrounded the walled town. Climb one of the stone staircases to the parapet walkway at the top of the walls where you can follow the Camí de Ronda route taking in excellent views over the city and beyond toward the coast and Cap de Pinar. Try to spot the solitary 14th-century gate sporting two towers, Porta del Moll, at the east end of the Old Town – it's one of the two surviving gates of Alcúdia – and to the northwest, the Plaça de Toros (bullring), built into a Renaissance-era fortified bastion.

Mallorca's Most Important Roman Ruins

Explore the ancient town of Pollèntia

Range the expansive (but walkable) and fascinating ruins of the Roman town of Pollèntia, just outside Alcúdia's walls, to imagine Mallorca's ancient history. Founded in 123 BCE, Pollèntia was Rome's principal city in Mallorca and the capital of the Balearic Islands, and it remains the most important archaeological site on the island. Pollèntia (meaning ‘powerful’ in Latin), held strategic geographic importance due to its position along trade and naval routes in the western Mediterranean, and at its height it covered up to 20 hectares.

Excavations show that this was a well-resourced city, with running water and sewage systems. Walk around the residential area of Sa Portella with its remaining columns, foundations and walls of domus (houses). The best-preserved of the houses is the Casa dels Dos Tresors (House of the Two Treasures), a typical Roman house, centred on an atrium, which stood from the 1st to the 5th centuries CE. A small bronze head of a young girl was discovered in what is now called Casa del Cap de Bronze. Visit the Forum, the market place and town square with the remains of three temples and tabernae (shops). Don't miss the 75m-wide theatre, close to the Puerto Romano where, in August, you can watch open-air concerts and events.

Browse the nearby small museum, Museu Monogràfic de Pollèntia, with its finds from the site, including coins, jewellery, sculpture and other artefacts. There is a large car park just next to the site and its ticket office. The museum is just across the way in the ancient city walls of Alcúdia.


ALCúDIA’S HISTORIC MANSIONS

Alcúdia’s Old Town has several grand mansions within a short walk of each other. Here are some of the best examples.

Ca’n Canta: An impressive old home with stunning carvings around its 1st-floor windows, just west of Plaça de la Constitució, opposite the entrance to Carrer dels Albellons.

Ca’n Domènech: One of Alcúdia's finest, this large, noble building has a largely unadorned facade.

Ca’n Fondo: This stolid and imposing building with classical carvings around its 1st-floor windows is a short walk north of the turning with Carrer de Sant Jaume and sits next door to Ca’n Torró.



Eating in Alcúdia & Port d'Alcúdia: Our Picks

Ca'n Costa, Alcúdia: Grand 1594 house with alfresco seating and a menu of Catalan and Mallorcan classics. 12.30-3pm & 6-11pm Tue-Sun €€

Como en Casa, Port d'Alcúdia: Snag a terrace table down a side street near the marina for dishes rich in local ingredients and homegrown veg. 5.30pm-midnight Tue-Sun €€

Maca de Castro, Port d'Alcúdia: Sustainability inspires this Michelin-starred restaurant's menu. Affordable bistro Jardín is downstairs. 7-11pm Wed-Sun €€€

Sa Romana: On Pollèntia ruins road between Alcúdia and port, with ruins underneath and Roman specialities on the plate. 6pm-midnight €€


Swimming & Watersports

Seaside days in Badia d’Alcúdia

Port d’Alcúdia is a very busy beach-holiday centre and watersport enthusiast’s paradise. The gorgeous Blue Flag beach stretches for miles from its marina and fishing harbour. It's all backed by palm trees, a walkway and beach businesses, around Badia d'Alcúdia, all the way to other fabulous beaches like Platja de Muro, which is backed by pines and the dunes of the Parc Natural de S'Albufera. The gently sloping, fine sands, shallow water and plenty of activities make it tops for families, though it gets crowded in summer.

For boat excursions and kayak hire hit North Coast Adventure. Learn to windsurf or kitesurf at Wind & Friends. It also has kayak and paddleboard rental. Skualo Adventure Sports Alcudia in Bonaire is tops for diving and snorkelling. Més Aventura organises coasteering trips with cliff-jumping, abseiling and climbing. Children might love nearby waterpark Hidropark.
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Platja de Muro | PabloLagarto/shutterSTock ©


MENORCA GETAWAY

Ferries ply the waters from Port d'Alcúdia to the easternmost Balearic island, Menorca, which moves to its own mellow beat. Its twinset of sea-splashed cities, eastern Anglo-Spanish Maó and western mazelike Ciutadella, are delightfully low-key and distinctive, and the white- and golden-sand bays that stud its 216km coastline are among the loveliest in the Mediterranean. Inland, the island remains distinctly rural, with an estimated 70,000km of dry-stone walls criss-crossing fields and rolling hills between whitewashed villages and Talayotic ruins. In 1993, UNESCO declared Menorca a Biosphere Reserve, aiming to preserve environmental areas, such as the Parc Natural S’Albufera des Grau wetlands, and its sprinkling of mysterious Bronze Age sites.



Eating in Alcúdia & Port d'Alcúdia: Breakfast & Ice Cream

Espai, Alcúdia: Choose between traditional Mallorcan sweets, empanadas and fantastic sourdough bread. 9.15am-2pm Tue-Sun €

Giovanni L, Alcúdia: Italian-style gelato and all natural smoothies in the main street of the Old Town. 9am-8pm €

Cafeteria Kuku, Port d'Alcúdia: Casual breakfasts and high-quality sandwiches on the main drag back from the port. 8am-3.30pm €

Manjares, Port d'Alcúdia: Freshly baked pastries, croissants and cakes meet savoury egg dishes. 8am-4pm Wed-Mon €




Beyond Alcúdia
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Discover hiking trails, hidden coves and thrilling views on Cap des Pinar and bird-filled abundance in Parc Natural de S’Albufera.


Strike out beyond the Port d'Alcúdia resorts to relax into the island at a slower pace. The phenomenally beautiful Cap des Pinar thrusts eastward into the deep blue sea. It's criss-crossed by trails, topped by a hermitage and hides a unique art museum. South of Port d'Alcúdia, along the majestic sweep of the Badia d'Alcúdia (Alcúdia Bay), one white-sand beach merges into the next. Just inland from the beautiful Platja de Muro you'll find the large Parc Natural de S’Albufera, where you can hike or cycle through the wetlands and birdwatch 300-plus species from one of the wooden bird hides. Near Ca'n Picafort, walk coastal trails at Finca Pública de Son Real and explore ancient ruins.


Places

Cap des Pinar

Ca’n Picafort




GETTING AROUND

Parc Natural de S’Albufera is a short 15-minute car journey from Alcúdia and several bus lines ply the coast there. Alternatively, hire a bike in Alcúdia and cycle along the bay and out to the trails in the wetlands. The visitors centre within the natural park is the trailhead for several routes through the wetlands, a couple of which can be cycled. You need your own wheels for Cap des Pinar.



Cap des PinarTIME FROM ALCúDIA: 15 MINS [image: jpg]

Sunset views & a mountain-beach hike

With some of the most spectacular scenery in the region, Aleppo-pine-filled Cap des Pinar juts majestically into the sea and rises to precipitous cliffs. It's one of Mallorca's top spots for walkers, with excellent trails, views and remote beaches.

A side road east of the bay of S'Illot winds upwards to a magnificent viewpoint and Ermita de la Victòria, a hermitage dating from 1400. The hostelry here can serve as a no-frills base for a walking holiday in the area. The military-owned headland is off-limits, but the rest of the cape awaits.

For a fantastic ramble to a viewpoint then down to a great beach, head into the pines behind the hermitage and follow the signs approximately 30 minutes to Talaia d'Alcúdia – a 16th-century lookout tower. It's a final scramble up boulders at the top, where simply awesome 360-degree views span Cap de Formentor, Badia de Pollença, Badia d'Alcúdia and Menorca in the distance. From here it's a 40-minute hike down a zigzagging path (follow the blue marks) to Refugi des Coll Baix, and a break at picnic tables and a shelter. Continue down the signposted path through the trees to idyllic Platja des Coll Baix, snug below sheer, wooded cliffs. This shimmering crescent is all pale pebbles and teal waters. The catch: it's only accessible on foot or by boat. Come in the early morning or evening to see it at its peaceful best. To drive most of the way, from Alcúdia it's about 8km to a clearing in the woods where you can park, then walk down to the beach. Resident wild goats are unafraid of humans and may take an interest in your food.

To fuel up after all that hiking and swimming, head to Mirador de la Victòria, near the hermitage, for rustic home cooking like snails, grilled fish and rice dishes – with incredible views of Cap de Formentor.
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Seaside sculpture garden, art & swimming

Head 6.5km east of Alcúdia to this Hispano-Moorish-style estate where the Museo Sa Bassa Blanca sculpture garden featuring works by British artist couple Ben Jakober and Yannick Vu surrounds the principal Hassan Fathy building. Look for the 15th-century Mudéjar coffered ceiling inside and fascinating displays of children's portraits from the 16th to 19th centuries. It also has exhibition space devoted to contemporary artists, and the Espacio Sokrates, showcasing art from the likes of James Turrell, Mallorcan painter Miquel Barceló and a 10,000-crystal curtain by Swarovski.

Just below, go for a great swim or snorkle (bring your own gear) at tranquil, rocky cove Es Faralló. You can also reach this cove with a 1km walk from Platja d’Alcanada at the eastern edge of Port d'Alcúdia.


GORGEOUS CAP DES PINAR SWIM SPOTS

Platja s'Illot: Small, sandy bay with shallow water backed by a curtain of pines. Walk across to islet S’Illot, perfect for snorkelling, when the tide is low (or swim). BYO beach gear – no sunbeds, but there's a cafe and views to Cap de Formentor. Busy in summer, it's next to Cala Victòria, 1.5km east of smart marina Bonaire.

Cala Gii: Near Bonaire, seek out this hidden bay with a stone staircase to a natural stone arch, ladders and tiny rock pool.

Illa d’Alcanada: Islet with a beach and lighthouse just opposite Platja d’Alcanada.

Platja des Coll Baix: Accessible by hike or boat.



Ca’n PicafortTIME FROM ALCúDIA: 15 MINS [image: jpg]

Lush & lovely birdwatching in the Parc Natural de S’Albufera

Parc Natural de S’Albufera (en.balearsnatura.com) covers more than 2000 hectares of grassland and marsh west of the MA12 between Port d’Alcúdia and Ca’n Picafort. It was designated a protected park in 1988, but recognition of the area's value dates to ancient times. The wetland of reeds, sedge and hornwort draws over 300 species of birds – more than 10,000 overwinter each year, including ducks, herons and starlings. It's also home to eels, marsh frogs and semi-aquatic viperine snakes. The water feeds in from streams and underground springs and the Gran Canal cuts through the heart of the park channelling water out to the sea. Elms, tamarisks and white poplars are the most common trees, and during April and May wildflowers bloom.

Look for wildlife on 14km of trails signposted within the park – from a 750m (half-hour) route to a 11.5km (3½-hour) one. Some can be cycled. Six wooden aguaits (birdwatching hides) will let you tuck away and watch undetected.

You must get an access permit from the visitor centre, located about 1km from the entrance. The centre also provides information on birdlife and trails. The park is open 9am to 5pm daily, and to 6pm in summer, and birdwatchers can enter just after sunrise. Buses between Ca’n Picafort and Alcúdia stop by a small car park near the entrance.
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RUINS NEAR CA'N PICAFORT

Necròpolis de Son Real: By the sea about 10 minutes' walk southeast of Platja de Son Bauló, this Talayotic cemetery contained 110 tombs (in which the remains of more than 300 people were found). The tombs assume the shape of mini-talayots (ancient watchtowers) and date as far back as the 7th century BCE.

Illot dels Porros: Not far from Necròpolis de Son Real, this island contains remains of another ancient necropolis. It's a fairly straightforward swim for the moderately fit.

Es Figueral de Son Real: From the Finca Pública de Son Real, a 750m trail leads through a fig plantation to overgrown, bare Talayotic ruins dating to 1000 BCE. You'll need considerable imagination to decipher the remnants.



Stroll quiet coastline & learn about Mallorcan rural life

Get off the beaten path and take a peaceful walk through fields and along the coast at the Finca Pública de Son Real. Its main entrance is just south of the Km 18 milestone on the MA12, and the former farm buildings host a fascinating museum describing traditional Mallorcan rural life. One trail leads to a Talayotic ruin.

Eating on Badia d'Alcúdia: Our Picks

Gelats Valls, Platja de Muro: Making ice cream for over 90 years – orange, apricot, fig and lemon flavours, made with fruit from their land. 12.30-10pm Tue-Sun €

Figueret, Platja de Muro: High-quality seafood and local dishes in a cheerfully elegant setting near the water. 1-9.30pm Wed-Fri & Sun, to 10pm Sat €€

Blue Marine, Ca'n Picafort: Waterfront with boats bobbing offshore, makes for a grand seafood or pizza lunch and sangria. 12.30-3.30pm & 7-10.30pm Fri-Wed €€

Restaurante Mónaco, Ca'n Picafort: A few blocks back from the water, this casual and welcoming eatery grills high-quality steaks. Noon-11.30pm Thu-Mon €€




Artà
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BUZZING TOWN | POWERFUL FORTRESS | ANCIENT RUINS


Medieval hilltop town Artà has a bohemian feel with its twisting narrow streets and stone houses tinged pink in the evening light. Cheerful cafes and busy squares like the central Plaça del Conqueridor make for a great place to wander and hang. As you approach Artà, you'll immediately notice that magnificent walls rise above the town to a 14th-century fortress, the Santuari de Sant Salvador, overlooking it all. Views from the fortress sweep across to the Serra de Llevant, just 5km north of Artà. These mountains and the expansive Parque Natural de la Península de Llevant are a joy for hikers, birdwatchers and cyclists and seekers of remote swims.

Just southeast of Artà proper lie the evocative remains of a 3000-year-old Bronze Age settlement called Ses Païsses. It's the largest and most important Talayotic site on the island's eastern flank.

All-in-all it's a fascinating counterpoint to nearby Cala Ratjada's thronging resort culture.
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Highlights

1Santuari de Sant Salvador

2Ses Païsses

SIGHTS

3Museu Regional d’Artà

4Transfiguració del Senyor

EATING

5Ca’n Jaume

6Forn Can Matamales

7Forn Nou

8Mar de Vins

9Restaurant Es Taronger

10Sa Grípia

11Ses Cosines

12Vermuteria by Baudot 1926

SHOPPING

13Art Artà

14Cooperativa d’Artà 1979

15d’Artà

16Market

Information

17Tourist Office




GETTING AROUND

Artà has tight lanes and limited parking, so walking is best. Car hire is advisable once you leave town, though buses connect Artà with Alcúdia, Cala Ratjada and Manacor. Try to visit during one of Artà's annual celebrations. January's Festes de Sant Antoni Abat sees townsfolk in traditional costume dancing and playing music, and elaborate displays of demons swinging long sticks. Other popular festivals include the Festes de Sant Salvador and Festes de San Roc i Sant Bartomeu in August, and the agricultural Fira d'Artà in September. December has a Christmas market.




[image: ] TOP TIP

During Artà's interesting Tuesday market the streets fill with vendors, including those selling its famous textiles and baskets. From April to October there's often live music. Learn more at artamallorca.travel.



Slow-Living Hill Town

Relaxing in Artà

Embrace the art of slow living in Artà. It's even an official way of being: the town has been named a 'Cittaslow', in international recognition of its laidback living and down-to-earth ways. Stroll the town's interesting alleys perusing handsome stone mansions with green shutters and tumbling bougainvillea, or drop into its bohemian shops and kick back at its cafe-lined squares like Plaça d’Espanya, home to the pretty ajuntament (town hall), and Plaça del Conqueridor. With inviting accommodation and restaurants, Artà makes a great base for exploring the northeast.

The town's shops range from art galleries and boutiques to traditional artisan products, and it really gets hopping for its Tuesday morning market (9am to 2pm). D'Artà collective, housed in Artà's refurbished former train station and incorporating the tourist office, sells local leatherwork, ceramics and handmade clothes alongside herbal liqueurs, single-flower honeys and other lip-smacking bounty. Upstairs you'll find exhibitions of local art. Shop for regional wine and foodstuffs at Cooperativa d'Artà 1979, and Art Artà blends both a cafe and arts-and-crafts co-op.

If you're feeling curious, little Museu Regional d'Artà opens a window on the town’s fascinating past with a natural-history section and another tracing the city's development with Bronze Age, Talayotic, Punic, Roman and Moorish artefacts, many from nearby Ses Païsses.

Eating & Drinking in Artà: Casual Meals

Vermuteria by Baudot 1926: Kick back here with a beverage and then dive into tasty tapas on a chill plaça. 5-11pm €

Ses Cosines: Upscale street food from burgers to tacos and pulled pork, plus small plates, with a cheery open vibe. 10am or 11.30am-11pm €

Mar de Vins: Our favourite for lingering over coffee or a cocktail and a good book, with one of Artà's loveliest garden patios. 11.30am-11pm Mon-Sat €€

Forn Can Matamales: Freshly baked goodies from savoury vegan pie to sweet, soft ensaïmades at a central bakery. 7am-1.30pm Tue-Sat, 8am-1pm Sun €


Seeking Sanctuary & Vistas

Climbing to Santuari de Sant Salvador

Rising high and mighty above Artà, the walled fortress Santuari de Sant Salvador was built atop an earlier Moorish enclave and encloses a simple church. It’s absolutely worth the trek up winding lanes to reach the 4000-sq-metre complex. It was extensively restored in the 1960s and you can clamber all around the medieval bastion, walking the stone turrets ringing its metre-thick walls. The views from here sweep over the rooftops of the maze of the Old Town to the stony peaks of the Serra de Llevant. There's also a basic cafe.

On your way up, swing into Transfiguració del Senyor parish church – from there it's 180 steps further to the sanctuary along grand, cypress-lined Via Crucis (Way of the Cross). The church was built atop the foundations of a mosque soon after the Christian reconquest, although the facade dates to the 16th century. Inside, look for the large rose window, the ornately carved mahogany pulpit and 14 chapels in the nave. Its small museum's artefacts include precious altarpieces and a silver cross bearing a sliver of Palma cathedral's relic of the True Cross (brought here in 1512).

Cycling Through Tranquil Scenery

Artà's radiating bike trails

Bike lovers should have a spin on the Via Verde, or the Manacor–Artà Greenway, that runs from Artà along the tracks of an old railway over 29km to Manacor. It offers plenty of shade from pine, holm oak and tamarind trees, plus picnic tables, along the way. Artà's tourist office hires out bikes and distributes an excellent brochure Bike Tours with a dozen route maps. A fab but challenging ride is 7km from Artà to Ermita de Betlem – the last section of which is relentlessly steep – with great views.

Expansive Talayotic Town Ruins

The wonders of Bronze Age Ses Païsses

Explore the remains of the Talayotic town of Ses Païsses, just 650m south of Artà proper, to discover how life was on the island more than 3000 years ago. The site dates back to the Bronze Age, and is the largest and most important Talayotic site in the east of the island. Its stone gateway, composed of rough, 8-tonne slabs, is an impressive transition into the mystery-shrouded world of prehistoric Mallorca. You can traverse the tree-shaded site in under 30 minutes, but may appreciate a longer visit. In central Artà, Museu Regional d'Artà holds the site's artefacts.


GOLF IN NORTHEASTERN MALLORCA

A handful of high-quality golf courses are within easy reach of Artà, Capdepera, Cala Ratjada and Cala Millor. Always check ahead to get your tee time and learn the rules of the course or club.

Pula Golf: Designed by José María Olazabal, this PGA Tour, 18-hole course is Mallorca's longest.

Canyamel Golf: On clear days spy the neighbouring island of Menorca from this scenic 18-hole course.

Capdepera Golf: One of Mallorca's most scenic, this 18-hole course bears the hallmark of US golf architect Dan Maples.



Eating in Artà: Mallorcan Food

Restaurant Es Taronger: This spot for Mallorcan classics is friendly, low-key and cosy. 12.30-3.30pm & 6.30-10pm Fri-Wed €€

Sa Grípia: Come here to relax in the pleasant courtyard dining under lemon trees on the Plaça d'Espanya 7-10pm €€

Ca´n Jaume: Mallorcans flock to this busy local eatery to enjoy some good-value rustic fare. 8.30am-4pm Mon-Sat €

Forn Nou: The terrace perches high above Artà's medieval maze and peers across the rooftops to the church and fortress. 6.30-11pm €€




Beyond Artà
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Sweep from raw mountains and remote cove hikes to raucous resort towns with watersports and a marquee cave system.


The place where the morning sun first makes landfall on Mallorca, the island’s northeastern corner is a refreshingly low-key area where the rough, sheep-scoured Serra de Llevant rise from fields of fig and almond, and march towards the broken coast. There's great hiking, swimming and horse riding, yet the medieval hill town of Capdepera beckons, and resorts like Cala Ratjada and Canyamel have plenty of activities from SUP and kayaking to abseiling. On the way south along the Costa de Llevant you’ll discover charming fishing villages including Porto Cristo, with the most spectacular underground cave systems on the island. Or simply grab your sunhat and a good book and recline on a sandy shore. This region is prime for choosing your own adventure.


Places

Parc Natural de la Península de Llevant

Ermita de Betlem

Colònia de Sant Pere & Betlem

Capdepera

Canyamel

Cala Ratjada

Porto Cristo




GETTING AROUND

Car hire is helpful to reach out-of-the-way spots, but allow extra time as many country lanes take longer than a glance at the map suggests. In summer arrive early to park at popular beaches. Buses service larger towns and resorts in the region but become limited in low season. For example, bus 325 runs from Alcúdia via Artà to Cala Ratjada and bus 424 runs from Cala Ratjada south to Porto Cristo.



Parc Natural de la Península de LlevantTIME FROM ARTà: 20 MINS [image: jpg]

Roaming rugged nature-reserve trails & remote beaches

Hikers, you'll be in your element in Parc Natural de la Península de Llevant. The information office at S’Alquera Vella de Baix supplies a map highlighting 13 trails totalling 25km. A classic walk leads from here down to the little beach at S’Arenalet des Verger, where you can overnight at a campsite or refuge if you've booked ahead. Reckon around two hours’ walking time.

Alternatively, to reach the same point from the east along the coast, you could start at Cala Estreta (where you can leave your car at the parking lot above it, outside the park proper). This walk follows the coast to Cala Matzoc, past the 18th-century watchtower Torre d’Albarca. It takes another hour to reach pristine Platja de Sa Font Celada and S’Arenalet des Verger, inside the park.

To reach S’Alquera Vella de Baix take the MA3333 north of Artà towards Ermita de Betlem and follow the signposted turnoff right at Km 4.7, from where it’s a further 600m to the car park.


Ermita de BetlemTIME FROM ARTà: 30 MINS [image: jpg]

Brilliant views & remote church at Ermita de Betlem

Take the steep up-and-down road to this hermitage, Ermita de Betlem, founded in 1805, for the alluring views over country and wind-whipped coast. The hermitage is still home to people who live a life of seclusion and self-sufficiency, and the stone-built exterior of the church stands in contrast to its modern whitewashed interior, ceiling frescoes and cave nativity scene, complete with stalactites and stalagmites. There's a small shop selling rosaries and Catholic keepsakes to the right of the door.

It takes just a few minutes to clamber up to the 322m Sa Coassa viewpoint, where the entire Bay of Alcúdia, bookended by Cap de Ferrutx, spreads out before you.

To reach the hermitage, you can hike from Betlem – a 6km round-trip walk heads via the abandoned finca Cases de Betlem and climbs through a wild and wonderfully remote valley to the hermitage; bike from Artà; or drive narrow paved MA3333 from Artà. On the drive up, you'll see the Badia d'Alcúdia appear at a bend in the road: it's an astonishing sight.
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Ermita de Betlem | Alexander Reitter/shutterSTock ©


LLEVANT NATURAL PARK

The 16.7-sq-km Parc Natural de la Península de Llevant is dominated by Serra de Llevant, a low mountain range of wind-sculpted limestone, cloaked in Mauritanian grass broken by oak, Aleppo pine and fan palms. It culminates in Cap des Freu and Cap de Ferrutx, dramatic nature reserves (the latter off-limits to the public) that drop vertiginously into the Med. Try to spot hedgehogs, green toads, tortoises or birds such as Balearic warblers, peregrine falcons, Egyptian vultures or booted eagles.

Although parts of the park are accessible by car, it’s popular with hikers, cyclists and binocular-wielding birdwatchers. As well as old estates and olive-oil mills, there's also the remains of a camp for Republican prisoners during the Spanish Civil War.



Colònia de Sant Pere & BetlemTIME FROM ARTà: 20 MINS [image: jpg]

Quiet coastal-village life, walks & cycling

Colònia de Sant Pere, named after the patron saint of fishers, is a tranquil one-time fishing village consisting of a central square, church and a small number of homes, cafes, bars and shops. It’s a quiet place without the tourist crowds. In the centre of town you'll find the Platja de la Colònia de Sant Pere and southwest is the small marina and fishing port. A promenade with shady tamarind trees runs along behind the beach and you can stop for a seaside drink and tapas at SEN Chill Beach Bar.

Rent a bike at ITS and cycle 3km northeast on the MA3331 along the coast from Colònia de Sant Pere, to dozy villa suburb Betlem with Platja de Betlem. For stargazing, Mirador de na Clara on the cliffs above Cala na Clara is a wonderful spot due to the dark night sky – just remember a torch for a safe descent. Betlem is an entry point for a trek up the hills to Ermita de Betlem.

A 3km trail hugs the Aleppo-pine-fringed shoreline from Betlem until it reaches tiny protected bay Es Caló, where sailboats occasionally shelter and a handful of people stretch out on the stony strand or swim in turquoise waters. Behind you, dramatic limestone hills rise sharply.

Go 2.5km west of Colònia de Sant Pere and you’ll come to Platja de Sa Canova, a long sandy stretch of beach leading to Son Serra de Marina. The village S’Estanyol is sandwiched between. On windy days Sa Canova is ideal for surfing, windsurfing or kitesurfing, and on calmer days its shallow, clear water makes it a good choice for families.
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Castell de Capdepera | Allard One/shutterSTock ©


FAVOURITE HORSE RIDES

Xavier Ferrer Rojo is the founder of Naturacavall (naturacavall.com), a family-run horse-riding project organising excursions and specialising in rescuing, rehabilitating and retraining horses.

I love to go riding through holm oak forests, across stony mountain paths with dizzying views, or down to remote beaches where you can swim with the horses and sleep out under the stars like a cowboy. Horses are a true passion, and we have a herd of more than 30 horses at the family farm.



Eating in the Countryside around Artà: Our Picks

VORO: Superchef Álvaro Salazar pushes boundaries with an exquisitely creative menu. With two Michelin stars it books out months ahead. 7-9pm Tue-Sat €€€

Cases de Son Barbassa: Blissfully secluded finca with fresh garden produce; notches up the romance with a lantern-lit terrace. 8-10.30am, 12.30-3pm & 7-9.30pm €€€

Restaurante Finca Es Serral: Fresh cod, grilled meats and Mallorcan favourites on a laidback terrace, 1km from Artà. Noon-3pm & 6.30-10pm Tue-Sat, 6.30-10pm Sun €€

El Castillo del Bosque: Paella party and Mallorcan cuisine in a castle setting 5km northwest of Portocolom. 1-3pm & 7-10pm Thu-Mon €€

CapdeperaTIME FROM ARTà: 15 MINS [image: jpg]

Cafe culture & Wednesday market

As you approach Capdepera, its fortified castle is visible from across the plains of northeastern Mallorca. Once the site of Bronze Age, Roman, then Moorish settlements, Capdepera was officially created by King Jaume II who sought to establish a fortified town to protect against invaders and pirates.

Now you can explore Capdepera's old quarter lined with 14th-century houses and protected by crenellated fortified walls. Enjoy the laidback cafe culture – try sunny terraces at L’Orient Café and Nou Segle 12. Shop the Wednesday market for local produce, food and artisan wares.

 

Exploring the Castell de Capdepera

Make your way up to 14th-century Castell de Capdepera, a castle with great fortress walls. Within the walls, among the remaining buildings (it once contained 125 houses), a simple stone church contains a valuable wooden crucifix dating to the 14th century. The watchtower, Torre Miquel Nunis, pre-dates the rest of the castle and is probably of Moorish construction. The town celebrates its past with a mid-May medieval fair held with jousting and falconry. Inside the castle, a museum celebrates the area's women's historic palm weaving.

CanyamelTIME FROM ARTà: 20 MINS [image: jpg]

Cave exploration at Coves d’Artà

Head 1km north of Canyamel and pass through an unassuming fissure in the rock wall that buffers the coast and you'll find yourself in a stunning warren of limestone caves, Coves d’Artà. First up is a soaring vestibule, home to the 22m-tall stalagmite known as the 'Queen of Columns', while subsequent rooms include the 'Chamber of Purgatory' and 'Chamber of Hell'. Guided tours leave every 30 minutes.

First properly explored in the 19th century, the Coves d’Artà once served as a refuge for the local inhabitants in times of war and invasion: Jaume I, the 13th-century Christian conqueror of Mallorca, reportedly found 2000 Arab citizens and their cattle hiding here. You can combine your visit with a boat trip to Canyamel from either Cala Ratjada or Font de Sa Cala.

 

Traditional dining at the Torre de Canyamel

Make the rewarding detour just 3km inland from Canyamel to the striking Torre de Canyamel – a 23m-high, restored 13th-century defensive tower of golden stone, named for the sugar cane once grown in the district. Opening onto a garden terrace, Porxada de Sa Torre is a beacon of Mallorcan cooking, serving tumbet, roasted rabbit with onions and widely famed lechona (suckling pig, roasted over holm oak). You're welcome in the kitchen to see how the dishes are prepared, while stone-and-wood architecture, old farming implements, an olive press and friendly service complete an interesting package.

There's also a permanent exhibition tracing 700 years of development in the area, through artefacts from the Morell Ethnographic Collection.


BEST NORTHEASTERN BEACHES

Cala Mesquida: Backed by sand dunes, accessible via bus from Cala Ratjada. A family-friendly option with beach bars.

Cala Mitjana & Cala Estreta: Two small, sheltered bays (the latter is just stone) accessible by path from Cala Mesquida (about an hour) or down a rough track in the mountains.

Cala Torta: A deep-water, nudist, wild beach backed by dunes.

Cala Matzoc: Quiet cove of sand and stone below Torre d’Aubarca, a 20-minute trek along the coast from Cala Estreta.

Cala Varques: One in a series of good coves between Porto Cristo and Portocolom.



Eating & Drinking in Capdepera & Cala Ratjada: Our Picks

Come y Calla, Capdepera: Stacked sandwiches and burgers are the order of the day. 7.30am-11pm Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri, noon-3.30pm & 7.30-11pm Sat & Sun €

La Fragua, Capdepera: Dine alfresco on generous dishes of Mediterranean and Italian fare in a honey-hued courtyard. 6.30-11pm Wed-Sun €€

Es Coll d'Os, Cala Ratjada: Vine-draped terrace for meals that tastes profoundly of the seasons at this family-run finca restaurant. 6.30-9pm Tue-Sat €€

Noah's, Cala Ratjada: Embrace your Noah trip with entrancing sea views from the terrace and DJs at the slick lounge bar. 9am-midnight


PLAYING AROUND CANYAMEL'S COAST

Canyamel's shores kick off the northern edge of the Costa de Llevant and hide many beautiful coves, often with secret caves and sandy beaches. If you stay at Can Simoneta, the one-time home of a 19th-century monk who took the saltwater cure here, you can descend the stone steps directly to pools (considered healing). It's now an exclusive, adults-only hotel set in manicured gardens.

Alternatively, access the pools by sea kayak or paddleboard. Book with Sea Safari Mallorca in Cala Ratjada for a tour or SUP hire, and dive school Mero Diving for guided dives and snorkelling in the area, or go with Skualo Adventure Sports & Dive Centre in Porto Cristo.



Cala RatjadaTIME FROM ARTà: 20 MINS [image: jpg]

Monumental mansion & art at Sa Torre Cega

Art and arhcitecture lovers, make a beeline to the Sa Torre Cega estate, named for the 15th-century 'blind tower' (not visible from similar watchtowers) at its centre. Take a guided tour to explore grand Mediterranean gardens just east of Cala Ratjada and find the collection of more than 40 works by noted Spanish, Catalan and Latin American sculptors, such as Eusebio Sempere, Juan de Ávalos, Xavier Corberó and Agustín Cárdenas. Then head inside the gracious mansion built in the early 20th century by noted architect Guillem Reynés Font for more art and frescoes. Book tours online at fundacionbmarch.es.

 

Cala Ratjada's beaches

Cala Ratjada is the Jekyll and Hyde of Mallorca's eastern resorts. If you meander the promenade that skirts the contours of the coast to one of the quieter bays, it can be pretty, plus it's a terrific base for water activities. But come high season, the resort adopts a second persona as the Costa del Bavaria, with rollicking beer gardens attracting a tanked-up 18-to-30 crowd.

At the northern edge of town, horseshoe-shaped Platja de Cala Agulla wraps around a calm, pale-sand bay lapped by turquoise waters on the edge of a pine-cloaked conservation area. There's precious little development to be seen from the sand, but the beach itself is packed with umbrellas for rent. A little further north is narrow, quieter Platja de ses Cavasses.

On the southern edge of the peninsula, Platja de Cala Gat is the best bet, or continue 4km to snorkle in the crystalline waters of Font de Sa Cala. The serene, 100m-long beach is surrounded by a harshly beautiful rocky coast, swathed in pines.

Eating in Porto Cristo: Our Picks

Quince: With a great location overlooking Porto Cristo harbour, this chic eatery serves a wide range of international dishes. Noon-10pm €€

La Magrana: Cute green-shuttered cafe with garden terrace on a quiet church square. Fresh juices, ice creams and light bites. 9am-4pm Tue-Sat €€

Bar Zabala: Low-key and away from the harbour, this no-frill cafeteria dishes up excellent pizzas and hamburgers. 8am-3.30pm & 7-10.45pm €

Sa Pedra: Terrace overlooking the marina, popular for seafood paella – vegetarians can opt for the veg version. Noon-4pm & 7-11pm Wed-Mon €€

Porto CristoTIME FROM ARTà: 30 MINS [image: jpg]

Explore underground worlds at magical Drac & Hams caves

One of the most popular tourist experiences on Mallorca is a visit to Coves del Drac, near the small resort of Porto Cristo. This underground system of caverns and lakes is a geological wonder dating back 10 million years. It's difficult to truly convey the magic of the beautiful (and cleverly exploited) chambers, adorned with impressive stalactites and stalagmites and theatrically lit in bright colours.

A 1.2km shuffle with the inevitable crowd, accompanied by multilingual commentary, will lead you through chamber after chamber of wild shapes, colours and dimensions. Of the six underground lakes, the largest is Lake Martel. The one-hour tour (leaving on each hour) finishes at an underground amphitheatre where you’ll enjoy a brief boat-borne classical music recital on the lake. The light play between rock formations and water creates incredible shades and patterns.

If you'd prefer a quieter visit and more time to take in your surrounds, go to nearby Coves dels Hams. Explore the ‘Round’ cave with a botanical garden and its own microclimate; the ‘Blue’ cave, which delves into the ancient history of Mallorca with an audiovisual time-lapse projected onto the surface of the caves; and the ‘Classic’ cave with an underground lake complete with classical music.

It's chilly inside the caves (18°C to 20°C), so take an extra layer, even if it’s a very warm day outside.
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Coves del Drac | Balate.Dorin/shutterSTock ©

Hiking or kayaking to caves & coves

The creviced coast running south of Porto Cristo is textured with a series of beautiful, unspoilt coves, most signposted from the MA4014 to Portocolom. The most developed is Cala Romántica, a 160m-long wedge of pale golden sand flanked by cliffs and calm turquoise shallows. You should find it very quiet in low season. Combine beach-going with adventure at Cala Varques (Cala Barques), known for the cave on the cliff, Cala Sequer or Cova del Pilar, best explored by kayak. A kayak or four-cove hike connects the crystalline waters of Cala Pilota and Cala Magraner, a wild and secluded cove at the foot of a gorge and weather-pitted cliffs, popular with climbers. None has direct car access.

Visit Cova des Coloms with Experience Mallorca (experience-mallorca.com) on a guided excursion abseiling and swimming under water (wetsuit provided) to enter the cave full of stalagmites and stalactites. The Myotragus (tiny 50cm goats dating back millions of years) was discovered here in 1909 by paleontologist Dorothea Bate. Experience Mallorca also runs guided tours to more-accessible Cova des Pont and Cova des Pirata.


CAPDEPERA LIGHTHOUSE

Get away from it all at Far de Capdepera, the lighthouse on Mallorca's easternmost tip. It's the endpoint of a lovely drive, walk or cycle through pine forests, around 1.5km east of Sa Torre Cega. Sitting 76m above the sea, the lighthouse – long crucial for sailors fighting the fierce winds that assail the east coast – began operating in 1861 (and was only electrified in 1969), and the views from here (all the way to Menorca on a clear day) are wonderful.

The path gets rocky, so good shoes are a must, and there are no services, so bring your own vino for a sensational sundowner.





WALKING THE FOUR COVES
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Hike over the 6km between Cales de Mallorca and Cala Romántica, to four pine-specked rocky coves with pitted cliff faces and the alluring aquamarine of the Mediterranean.

Begin at rural estate 1 Finca Can Roig. To get here, take Carretera Porto Cristo–Portocolom (MA4014) and at Km 6 turn east towards Cales de Mallorca. Continue 2.2km and veer left; after 200m you’ll reach the entrance to Can Roig. Leave your car here and walk up the path to shortly reach a gate with signs to the beach.

Continue along the wide, rocky track; after about 15 minutes, a slightly narrower path turns off to the right. Follow it alongside a small gully and through patches of trees to reach 2 Cala Bota, a sheltered (and often deserted) cove with a small sandy beach. A steep trail meanders around and above the cove, giving a bird’s-eye view of its beauty.

From Cala Bota, retrace your steps and take the second right towards 3 Cala Virgili. The track brings you to a smaller trail that heads off down to this narrow, cliff-flanked cove, with limpid water for a refreshing dip. (The walk down takes about 10 minutes.)

Return to the main trail and continue. You’ll pass a small trail on your right, but keep straight until you come to a second path to 4 Cala Pilota, a lovely cove backed by cave-pocked cliffs, with brilliantly turquoise water.

Continue on the main trail. Ignore the first right and take the second, which rolls down to the final cove, 5 Cala Magraner, the grandest both in size and beauty. After splashing in the crystalline waters and exploring the small caves that dot the rock, walk the main trail back to Finca Can Roig.





Places We Love to Stay

€ Budget €€ Midrange €€€ Top End

Alcúdia

Forum Boutique Hotel & Spa €€ Located in the Old Town and offering four-star attentive service and a peaceful stay in airy, elegant rooms.

Can Tem €€ A 17th-century townhouse designed with flair with light-flooded, white-walled rooms combining original features with contemporary art.

Hotel Can Mostatxins €€ Modern and medieval meet in a tastefully restored townhouse with nine rooms, a spa and friendly service.

Badia d'Alcúdia

Agroturismo Can Pere Rei € Child-friendly – they’ll love the sheep and chickens – and excellent breakfasts at this great family option, 3.5km from the sea at Sa Canova.

Petit Hotel Rocamar €€ Stylish, beautifully presented, adults-only spot close to the beach in Colònia de Sant Pere.

Apartamentos Ses Roquetes €€ Located on the beachfront with fresh design and many rooms have balconies; in Ca'n Picafort.

Artà

Jardi d’Artà €€ Warm and welcoming thoroughly refurbished manor house with lush shady gardens and pool. Our favourites are the Chapel Room and Terrace Room.

Can Moragues €€ Cosy clean rooms respect the 18th-century country house's architecture. Small pool and sauna, and friendly owners arrange activities from trekking to mountain biking.

Forn Nou €€ One of Artà's loveliest hotels also offers some of the best value. Spacious, whitewashed bedrooms make the most of period features.

Sant Salvador €€ Eight suites with rich fabrics and antique furnishings in a unique palace. Besides a pool and lush garden, there's a well-regarded restaurant.

Yartan €€€ Stylish and smart renovated 18th-century mansion with a pool, hammam spa, wine cellar and pretty terrace.

Countryside Luxury Near Artà

Es Racó d’Artà €€€ Stylish rural stay with friendly, attentive staff and a tranquil and minimalist glam set among forests and mountains.

Cases de Son Barbassa €€€ Mallorcan aristocratic luxury in fields of almond, olive and carob, capped by a 16th-century stone tower. Luxe pool lined with cabanas and whirlpool.

Son Mas €€€ Renovated 17th-century estate on 20 hectares of land, with indoor and outdoor pools, spa and fine dining.

Capdepera & Cala Ratjada

Petit Hotel Ses Rotges €€ Characterful 18th-century mansion with antiques, roof terrace and bougainvillea-draped patio, and there's a well-regarded restaurant; in Cala Ratjada.

Hotel Cala Gat €€ Set amid whispering pines on the road to the lighthouse with a small beach almost to itself and pleasant, unfussy rooms; in Cala Ratjada.

Hotel Creu de Tau €€€ Plenty of attention to detail in this sweet hotel with a warm welcome, excellent spa and fine Mediterranean dining; in Capdepera.

Parc Natural de la Península de Llevant

Naturacavall € This horse farm near Artà is ecological and off-grid – no wi-fi here. Simple, relaxed and convivial, it's a perfect base for horse-riding excursions.

Refugi de s’Arenalet € Located in the natural park by a beautiful, wild beach. Accessible only by foot. Reserve online for doubles or quads.

Refugi de s'Alzina € Comfortable, simple mountain refuge in the park. This former summer house has five double rooms with en-suite bathrooms. Reserve online.

S'Arenalet des Verger Campsite € Year-round camping at S'Arenalet des Verger by prior arrangement (call 971 829 219). The site is basic, but the remote beach setting is spectacular.







The Interior
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VINEYARDS, HAMLETS AND SOULFUL SANCTUARIES

Sip local vintages in pastoral wineries, seek sanctuaries with panoramic views and eat in underground celler restaurants.
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Mallorca’s serene interior is the alter ego of its coastal buzz. Although the beaches are rarely more than an hour's drive, the heartland feels light years away, with its vineyards, hilltop monasteries and meadows stippled with olive, almond and carob trees. It's here that the island’s rural heart beats strongly in church-topped villages, where locals fiercely guard their traditions – and throw some of Mallorca's most spirited festes (festivals). Celebrate the Festa des Vermar, the annual grape harvest, or simply browse the stalls of local crafts and products – pot-throwing, shoemaking and glassblowing – on market days. Sineu's weekly market is the oldest, and one of the largest and most interesting, on the island.

Explore sleepy sandstone villages like Montuïri and foothill hamlets like Campanet, or stay in Binissalem, at the heart of wine country with Santa María del Camí. For an exalted journey, rise to soulful hilltop sanctuaries like Santuari de Sant Salvador or Santuari de Nostra Senyora de Cura.

Many beach-seeking travellers race through the geographical centre of the island, the plain called Es Pla, along the MA13 and MA19 motorways. Instead, dip into the interior, if only for a day, for wine tastings, country walks and tucked-away fincas (farms), where you can lounge poolside and enjoy rapt nights gazing up at the stars. Take it slowly touring the interior – there’s little sense of urgency here.
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THE MAIN AREAS

BINISSALEM

Heart of its namesake wine country.

SANTA MARÍA DEL CAMÍ

Charming, tranquil gateway to wineries.

CAIMARI

Hillside foodie paradise in olive groves.

SINEU

Grand, historic town with famous market.

MONTUÏRI

Pretty hilltop village with important ruins.




Find Your Way

Mallorca's interior stretches from the Serra de Tramuntana foothills in the northwest across the wide plain called Es Pla. Many towns can be visited by train from Palma, though to discover hamlets and sanctuaries, car or bicycle hire is best.
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Plan Your Time

Unlike on the coast, inland Mallorca tends to remain open for business year-round. Savour its traditional restaurants and sample wines or wander sleepy hilltop villages and stay in a country finca.
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Pressed for Time

•Tour the wineries in and around Binissalem where they’ve been making wine for 2000 years, or if it's a Wednesday, visit the weekly market at Sineu to get a taste of Mallorcan country living. If time permits stop in Montuïri and its nearby ruins, Son Fornés or take in panoramic views on a hike around a sanctuary.




Three Days to Explore

•Go in search of island traditions in Mallorca's third largest city, Inca, for leather goods and a fine meal in a traditional celler, then connect to the region's beautiful landscape in foothill villages Caimari and Campanet. Literary buffs should visit Casa-Museu Llorenç Villalonga, tennis lovers the Rafa Nadal Academy and history enthusiasts Junípero Serra's home in Petra.



SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS

SPRING

Sping sees wildflowers, blooming orchards and enthusiastic festivals from Easter Sunday in Montuïri to May's 700-year-old livestock market in Sineu.

SUMMER

High summer is reliably sweltering. For three weeks in July, Festes de Santa Margalida take over Santa María del Camí.

AUTUMN

Autumn comes alive with festivals like the raucous grape harvest in Binissalem in September.

WINTER

Palma folk love escaping city life in winter for a heartwarming heartland meal. January temperatures only drop to 8°C or 9°C.




Binissalem Wine Country
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TOP VINEYARDS | INVITING VILLAGES | RUSTIC RUINS


Undulating orchards of olives and almond, carpets of vineyards and narrow lanes roll out across the countryside around Binissalem, where pelotons of cyclists make the very most of their ride. The vineyards here produce some of Mallorca's best wine, and the pace of life is slow and easy. Practise your Mallorquin – even a few words will be appreciated when you stop off in elegant Binissalem with its 18th- and 19th-century mansion houses, literary heritage and wine industry. Visit neighbouring Santa María del Camí for interesting churches, inviting cafes and yet more excellent wineries. Or head to busy Inca where you can start with people-watching in a cafe then graduate to a restaurant in a wine cellar. Get away from it all at Ermita de Santa Magdalena, and to get a real sense of Mallorcan traditions, time your visit to coincide with one of the many festivals.
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Highlights

1Bodegas Macià Batle

2Ermita de Santa Magdalena

3Santuari de Nostra Senyora de Cura

4Talaiots de Son Fornés

SIGHTS

5Bodegas Castell Miquel

(see 9)Casa de la Vila

6Casa-Museu Llorenç Villalonga

(see 9)Celler Sebastià Pastor

7Convent de Nostra Senyora de la Soledat

8Es Turassot

9Esglèsia de Nostra Senyora del Camí

10Inca

(see 9)Jaume de Puntiró

11José Luis Ferrer

(see 10)Museu del Calçat i de la Indústria

(see 9)Plaça de la Vila

(see 7)Plaça dels Hostals

(see 20)Plaça d’Espanya

12Santuari Talaiòtic de son Corró

13Talaiot de Binifat

14Y Ramanyà

EATING

(see 7)Bistro 19

(see 10)Ca n’Ignasi

(see 20)Celler Ca’n Carrossa

(see 10)Celler Can Lau

(see 10)Celler Ca’n Ripoll

(see 10)Celler Sa Travessa

(see 11)Celler Sa Vinya

(see 10)Cuinant

(see 9)Deli

(see 10)Dlola

15Molí des Torrent

16Oh La La

17Sa Torre Restaurant

18Senseless Art Gallery & Café

19Terra di Vino

20Tomeu Lassio

Shopping

(see 16)Lottusse Outlet

(see 10)Mercat d’Inca

21ReCamper

(see 10)TLB

22Tony Mora Boots




GETTING AROUND

Trains run from Palma to Santa María del Camí, Consell-Alaró or Binissalem. Or take the bus or join an organised vineyard tour with transport included. A hire car helps for visits further afield, to call in at the interior villages and hill towns at your own pace. Park on the outskirts of towns to avoid one-way systems and narrow streets. Town centres are compact and easily walkable. In spring and autumn bicycles are wonderful on vineyard circuits – hire one at Ciclos Gomila in Binissalem.




[image: ] TOP TIP

Binissalem is on the Palma–Inca train line, so is an easy day out from Palma for wine tasting with no need to drive. Winery visits are usually by appointment – so plan ahead – and many include food pairings. For an extended wine route, visit binissalemdo.com.



Historic Mansion with Concerts

Delving into the Casa-Museu Llorenç Villalonga

Binissalem's prosperity as a winemaking town is reflected in its golden-hued 18th- and 19th-century mansions. Visit the well-preserved Can Sabater, a country residence for the Mallorcan writer Llorenç Villalonga (1897–1980) and now the Casa-Museu Llorenç Villalonga. Inside, keep an eye out for the 18th-century wine vats and room set aside for the crushing of grapes underfoot, and browse many artefacts of the author's life, including his civil-war diary. If the timing works, catch a summer concert or literary event in the garden.

Crush, Throw & Taste the Grapes

Binissalem's famous grape-harvest festival

Come during Binissalem's late-September vintage festival, Festes des Vermar, to get crazy at the renowned climactic grape fight. It's actually a weeklong bash of wine tastings, concerts, readings, exhibitions and a wild nighttime correfoc (fire run), with fire-breathing devils dashing through the streets to the crashing of firework displays. A popular picnic features the local harvest-time speciality fideus de vermar, a sort of spicy stew made with lamb, sobrassada (spicy cured sausage), noodles and wine.

But of course, it's the grape-crushing contests and grape fight that gets most people's juices flowing. The town divides into grape crushers and those getting down and dirty in the batalles (grape battles). Every year, trucks rock up on a muddy field to disgorge tons of grapes, to the delight of more than 1000 locals and visitors, who proceed to throw, jump and roll around in the grapey goodness. Anyone mad enough is welcome to join – shield your eyes from the acidic juice.

In September, the full programme is posted at ajbinissalem.net. And if you'd like a bite of rustic Mallorcan fare, join the locals at Celler Sa Vinya, across from the José Luis Ferrer winery.


BINISSALEM WINE STORY

The Romans brought their wine-making knowledge to Binissalem some 2000 years ago and this handsome little town at the foot of the Tramuntana, its long streets lined with stone buildings and orange trees, has been wedded to the grape ever since. It's the epicentre of one of Mallorca's two DO (Denominación de Origen) wines: Binissalem-Mallorca DO – which must contain at least 50% locally grown manto negro grapes, a dark variety producing rich, tannic reds. Besides vineyards, the gently rolling countryside here is cloaked in almond trees that scatter their pale blossoms in February.

Winery visits are generally by appointment – book ahead. On local menus and in shops, also look for excellent wines from wineries that are not open for tastings such as Ca’n Verdura (vinscanverdura.com).



Santa María del Camí's Plazas & Vintages

Exploring bustling streets and excellent wineries

Santa María del Camí (or simply ‘Santa María’ to the locals) is a small town of around 7500 inhabitants, with a large international community. Wander down the side streets to discover small wineries, interesting design stores, stylish boutiques, concept stores and a good restaurant scene. It’s low-key island living with a quiet charm that’s shown off during its weekly Sunday morning market (9am to 2pm).

If you’re coming from Palma, as you roll into town the MA13a widens to become the bar-lined Plaça dels Hostals, often populated by flocks of refuelling cyclists. The plaza's centrepiece is 17th-century Convent de Nostra Senyora de la Soledat, aka Can Conrado. If the main doors happen to be open, peer into the magnificent front courtyard. Get a peek into the rear gardens around the corner from Carrer Llarg.

Hidden away in narrow stone streets just south of this is the original heart of town, quiet medieval Plaça de la Vila, presided over by the 17th-century Casa de la Vila (Town Hall) which was once used as a prison. You'll also spot the nearby Esglèsia de Nostra Senyora del Camí because of its distinctive blue tower.

As the western gateway to Mallorca’s wine country, the town is home to one of the island's biggest names in wine, Bodegas Macià Batle. They've been producing top wines since 1858. Book a one-hour tour of the vineyard and production facilities, finishing with five wines and nibbles. Or, in the heart of town, sample organic wines at the shops of Jaume de Puntiró and Celler Sebastià Pastor, with food pairings.

If you head to the southwest corner of town, Y Ramanyà, a smaller-scale winery, has a little museum dedicated to the history of Mallorcan winemaking.

Eating in Wine Country: Our Picks

Molí des Torrent: Superb Med cooking in an atmospheric restaurant in a stone windmill between Santa María and Bunyola. 1-3pm & 6.30-9pm Fri-Tue €€€

Sa Torre Restaurant, Santa Eugènia: Four-course feasts in López Pinto Ivars family's restaurant in a high-vaulted 15th-century cellar. 8-10.30pm Tue-Sat €€€

Terra di Vino, Binissalem: Excellent, small restaurant with the warm aromas of Italy, alfresco tables too, off the main square. 1-3.30pm & 7.15-11pm Tue-Sun €€

Bistro 19, Santa María del Camí': Stylish garden restaurant and wine bar inside Living Dreams design store. Reserve in summer. Noon-4pm & 6.30-9.30pm Wed-Sun €€



CYCLE BINISSALEM VINEYARDS
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Join the elite cyclists plying the narrow lanes radiating south from Binissalem, but instead of training for the Vuelta a España, visit wineries set amid spring-flowering orchards.

Begin at one of Mallorca's largest and most celebrated wineries, 1 José Luis Ferrer on the western edge of Binissalem to get an overview of the winemaking process on one of its 45-minute guided tours. Then cycle into town to delightfully old-school 2 Ca'n Novell and do like the locals and fill your own bottle from giant, 18th-century vats. Fashioned from olive wood, these grand old barrels were a standard feature of cellars and mansions across much of this part of Mallorca. You can also pick up a bottle of their extra-virgin olive oil.

Cycle 2.5km to the eastern outskirts of Binissalem proper where environmentally conscious 3 Celler Tianna Negre tends 20 hectares of biological plantings with a sincere commitment to sustainability. Happily the results – made from manto negro, prensal blanc and other varieties – are excellent.

Cut back over to Camí de Biniagual to cover the 4.6km south through orchard- and vineyard-carpeted countryside to award-winning ecological wine producers 4 Bodegas Biniagual. Take a moment to explore the stone hamlet where the land has been worked since Moorish times.

If you can tear yourself away and you're feeling energetic, zigzag across to the MA3021 4km to 5 Binigrau for a final countryside tasting. Otherwise, roll straight south about 2.5km down Camí de Bíníssalem and swing into 6 Ca Sa Padrina, then call it a day and wrap up in Sencelles at family-run 7 Celler Can Ramis, established in 1870, enjoying an evening meal in the village.




FESTIVALS IN THE INTERIOR

Along with Sineu's and Montuïri's festivals, central Mallorca lights up year-round.

Festes de Sant Antoni January; Manacor folks dress in red as dimonis (devils).

Sa Rua or Carnaval March/April; costumes, floats, parades island-wide.

Fira de la Flor May; Costitx homes and streets are decorated with flowers.

Festes de Santa Margalida July; Santa María del Camí concerts, traditional dances and communal meals.

Summer Festival August; outdoor meals, concerts, artisan market in Randa.

Festa des Vermar & La Beata September; Santa Margalida's artistic floats, music and marching bands.

Manacor September/October; Manacor hosts plays and theatrical events.

Dijous Bo November; Mallorca’s largest market and fair celebration, in Inca.



Mountain Village with Castle Winery

Wine tasting in Lloseta

Perfectly poised between the foothills of the Tramuntana and the open country of the interior, Lloseta is a sweet, ochre-hued town with one of the top wineries on the island. It's at its photogenic best from late January to early March, when the almond trees burst into puffballs of pinkish-white blossom. In early June, it stages a fair in Plaça d’Espanya with local shoe manufacturers.

Book a tour or tasting in advance so you can visit German-owned and prize-winning Bodegas Castell Miquel, about 1.5km west of Lloseta on the road to Alaró. You can't miss the place – it looks like a little white castle. Besides wines like the 'Stairway to Heaven' cabernet sauvignon and 'Pearls of an Angel' cava, the German pharmaceutical professor who runs it, Dr Michael Popp, has also developed a red-wine pill, Resveroxan, that supposedly contributes to a longer and healthier life.

Dine Mallorcan-Style in a Wine Cellar

Inca's celler restaurants

There are two main reasons for coming to Inca, Mallorca's third city – it has some of the finest traditional cellers (restaurants set in underground wine cellars) on the island, and it’s at the heart of the Mallorcan leather industry – globally coveted Spanish shoe brands Camper and Farrutx took their first baby steps here.

Book ahead in high season to put on your party shoes and visit a celler. There are many, but enormous, cathedral-like 18th-century Celler Ca'n Ripoll, with a high-beamed ceiling resting on a series of stone arches, dishes up hearty island specialities like superb lechona (roast suckling pig) and cod with sobrassada.

Dig into large platters of Mallorcan favourites alongside a giant wine barrel at welcoming Celler Can Lau. The cod is a standout as are the snails, pork loin and the lamb stuffed with sobrassada, pear and honey.

With a chattering indoor fountain and every nook crammed with time-worn rural emphemera, Celler Sa Travessa is big on the old-school feel, as you'd expect from a place cooking since 1878. Choose from rabbit with onion, lechona and a good catch of Mediterranean fish.

Eating in Wine Country: Cafes

Dlola, Inca: Cool breakfast-and-coffee joint in the centre with an eclectic welcoming vibe. 9.30am-1pm & 6.30-11.30pm Wed-Sat €

Oh La La, Inca: A real French patisserie with croissants, sandwiches and rich breakfasts. 10am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat, noon-5pm Sun €

Senseless Art Gallery & Café, Sencelles: Spot-on coffee and light meals in a well-lit contemporary-art gallery with a joyous energy. 9am-4pm €

Deli, Santa María del Camí: Coffee, salads, tapas and snacks in a sustainably focused deli-cafe. 9am-5pm Thu-Tue, to 4pm Sun €


Hermitage with 360-Degree Views

Ascending to Ermita de Santa Magdalena

For extraordinary views, make the pilgrimage to Ermita de Santa Magdalena. This hermitage with 13th-century origins sits astride the Puig de Santa Magdalena (307m), and from the little chapel your gaze will take in the full sweep of the plains to the Serra de Tramuntana and Alcúdia and Pollença bays. Bring sturdy footwear if you'd like to take one of the area's terrific hikes. Pilgrims ascend to the chapel in droves on Diumenge de l'Àngel (Angel Sunday, a week after Easter Sunday).

To reach the hermitage, head east of Inca for 2km, taking the turnoff to the Ermita de Santa Magdalena. Then go south another 2.5km and continue up Puig de Santa Magdalena.
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Santuari Talaiòtic de son Corró | Ugo Burlini/shutterSTock ©

Tour Ancient Talayotic Sites

Ruins between Sencelles and Costitx

Channel your inner Indiana Jones around Sencelles and Costitx, and loop along a tight circuit (rutaarqueologica.sencelles.cat), easy to explore by bicycle or car, to little-visited ancient sites tucked in among orchards and farmsteads. You'll find the vivid pillars of Santuari Talaiòtic de son Corró and the ruined village of Es Turassot. Or bushwhack to the vine-covered circular ruin Talaiot de Binifat.


INCA'S SHOES & LEATHERWORK

Mercat d'Inca: Inca's Thursday market is one of Mallorca's biggest, with hundreds of stalls covering everything from honey and herbs to ceramics, fabrics and fruit. Local leather is wheeled out in massive fashion: jackets, bags and shoes.

ReCamper: Snag a bargain at Camper's factory outlet, which does a brisk trade in seconds and end-of-lines.

Lottusse Outlet: Old-school upmarket shoes, clothing, bags and accessories.

TLB: Factory outlet with venerable handmade men's wingtips, boots and loafers.

Museu del Calçat i de la Indústria: Go deeper on the history of Inca's shoe legacy at this museum.

Tony Mora Boots: In nearby Alaró, famous boots of Spanish leather.



Eating in Lloseta & Inca: Our Picks

Tomeu Lassio, Lloseta: Stellar tasting menus of Mallorcan farm-fresh food that changes by the season. 1-3.30pm daily & 8.30-11pm Mon-Sat €€

Celler Ca'n Carrossa, Lloseta: Converted 18th-century house drawing on over a century of hospitality. 1-3.30pm daily & 7-10pm Tue-Sun €€

Ca n'Ignasi, Inca: Mallorcan specialities either off the chalkboard or in well-priced fixed menus. 1-3.30pm & 7.30-9.30pm Wed-Sun €€

Cuinant, Inca: Good-value restaurant with friendly service and a short but delicious Mediterranean menu. 1-3.30pm & 7-9.30pm €€




Beyond Binissalem Wine Country
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Explore the countryside at a slower pace, journeying through villages, farms and sanctuaries while criss-crossing the island’s largest wine region.


Discover another side of island life through the festivals and traditions of Mallorca's interior towns. Stay at a finca or possessio (larger country estate) on land that has been farmed for centuries, or enjoy an ecological agroturismo. Get lost on country lanes, particularly beautiful in spring when wildflowers bloom, through Pla i Llevant DO vineyards.

Ascend to Tramuntana foothill villages, Caimari and Campanet, or roam out to the giant market and historic monuments of Sineu. Contemplate complicated history at Petra's home of Junípero Serra, seek out hilltop sanctuaries or practise your Mallorquin at traditional celebrations such as Manacor's Sant Antoni festivities when the streets fill with bonfires and residents dress as dimonis (demons).


Places

Caimari

Campanet

Sineu

Petra

Els Calderers

Montuïri

Randa

Manacor




GETTING AROUND

Trains makes getting around the interior easy for some towns (Sineu and Petra are en route to Manacor), though to really venture into the countryside – isolated fincas, renowned vineyards – you'll need your own car or, better still, a bike. While many of the sanctuaries have reasonable car access, walking up ‘pilgrim style’ can be a rewarding experience. Join a cultural walking tour with Mallorca Literaria (mallorcaliteraria.cat) in summer.



CaimariTIME FROM BINISSALEM: 25 MINS [image: jpg]

Hill village with farm-to-table fare

Where fields of almonds, olives and carob yield to the foothills of the Serra de Tramuntana, and sheep-bells ring to the munching of wind-fallen figs, the gorgeous little town of Caimari quietly goes about its business. Travellers are increasingly switching on to Caimari's manifest attractions, but the locals seem to take it in their stride, and the rhythm of their lives doesn't seem to have changed much at all. It's worth the journey to eat at exceptional country restaurant Ca Na Toneta, which makes loving use of the fruits of local producers and what they grow themselves. A meal here is an experience – linger over six courses covering whatever the chef has created for the day's degustation. Try to book a terrace table in warmer weather, and hope that the suckling pig is on that day.

If you can't get in there, worry not. More casual Sa Ruta Verda is beloved of the many cyclists pedalling through this part of the island, gearing themselves up for the climb through the Tramuntana. It pumps out coffee, juices, pa amb oli (bread with oil; Caimari is known for its olive oil and olives) and homemade energy bars with genuine enthusiasm. It also stocks tools, accessories and clothing for cyclists who find themselves in a bind. Or, hit Bar Ca'n Tomeu, a typical Mallorcan bar through and through. Find this welcome spot just off the main square and hunker down at tables flung outside on the street with cafe con leche (white coffee) or a cervesa (beer), along with snacky bites.

CampanetTIME FROM BINISSALEM: 20 MINS [image: jpg]

Welcoming village with caves & surging springs

Set above a beautiful and somnolent stretch of little-visited countryside quilted with orchards and sheep-grazed meadows, Campanet is an elegant and alluring village, worth a brief detour. Encrusted onto a sharp ridge, the town’s central square, Plaça Major, is dominated by a looming Gothic church. Join the surrounding cafe throng at Bar es Club for excellent pizza, pastas and paella – you often need to book a day ahead for the latter, and definitely reserve an outdoor table for dinner with a lovely position on the square.

Campanet offers fantastic cycling and hiking nearby, and, 3km north of town, an eerie forest of stalactites and stalagmites formed over 10 million years ago. Coves de Campanet aren't as flashy as some of Mallorca's other cave systems, and are perhaps more authentic for it. Guided tours last just under an hour and you can take in wonderful views from Puig de Sant Miquel at the decent restaurant on site. If it's rained recently, seek out the natural wonder of Fonts Ufanes – a hydrological phenomenon where an upsurge of spring water follows heavy rain. It's a 20-minute walk from the road.
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Coves de Campanet | makasana photo/shutterSTock ©


BINIBONA GETAWAYS

Follow a narrow lane northeast out of Caimari through orchards disturbed only by the gentle peal of sheep bells to enchanting hamlet Binibona. With its back to the Serra de Tramuntana, it's a magnet for those seeking tranquil rural getaways.

Finca Albellons Parc Natural: Mountain views and a pool rimmed by olive trees at this lovely farmhouse with 12 rooms (half with private terraces), home cooking and hikes in surrounding hills.

Es Castell: This 11th-century farm estate out on a ledge by itself offers sturdy stone houses with rustic rooms in 300 hectares of olive groves.

New Can Furiós: Luxury, renovated 16th-century mansion in Binibona hamlet, with bougainvillea-draped gardens, quiet pool and restaurant in a converted olive press.



SineuTIME FROM BINISSALEM: 20 MINS [image: jpg]

Historic Wednesday-morning market

Once a centre of kingly power, now a quietly grand stone settlement atop a prominence in the central Mallorcan plain, Sineu is one of the island's most engaging inland towns. It’s also one of the oldest – a local legend traces the town’s origins back to Roman Sinium, while the link to the Islamic settlement of Sixneu is less tenuous. Not as ambiguous is the antiquity of its two traditional rural markets, one weekly, one annual, both dating to the early 14th century, when the Mallorcan kings kept a second palace here.

A highlight of any island visit, you can take part in one of its most venerable traditions: the Mercat de Sineu. Amazingly, this market has taken over the town centre every Wednesday morning (8am to 2pm) since 1306. It spreads out from Sa Plaça, at Sineu’s heart – a busy square fronted by several bars and restaurants, plus the crumbling sandstone, late-Gothic facade of Església de Santa María. The church's small museum of medieval pottery opens on market days too. Follow the market down to Plaça des Fossar and browse everything from livestock, leathergoods and ceramics to food and much more from all over the island. You can stop for a break anytime at the surrounding bars and cafes doing a merry trade.
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Birth house of Juníper Serra | Malopez 21/Wikimedia/CC BY-SA 4.0 ©


SINEU'S FABULOUS FAIRS

Sineu knows how to party. Its Easter processions are some of the most impressive on the island, and its huge agricultural spring fair, Sa Fira (first Sunday of May), dating from 1318, overflows with livestock, crafts and food.

On the second Sunday of December, the brave can seek out the Fira de Sant Tomás featuring the annual matanza (pig slaughter). It's one for the sausage-fanciers, not for the faint-hearted.

Or jaunt 10km due north of Sineu to little Llubí, and celebrate Festa del Siurell (Saturday before the Tuesday of Carnaval). Townsfolk dress up as siurells, traditional Mallorcan ceramic whistles, and that night, a giant siurell is burned in Plaça de l’Església.



Eating in Interior Villages: Our Picks

Miceli, Selva: Book months ahead for one of Mallorca's top village restaurants, with farm-fresh dishes and fine wine. 1.30-3pm Thu-Mon, 8-10pm Thu-Sat & Mon €€

Sa Cuina de N'Aina, Sencelles: Delicious traditional Mallorcan food, friendly welcome and good wine list. 12.30-3.30pm Wed-Sun & 7.30-10pm Wed-Sat €€

Can Pep, Sencelles: On-point pizzas, burgers and fries take centre stage, with salads and a veggie burger to boot. 6.30-11pm €

Ca'l Dimoni, Algaida: Rustic Mallorca with cured sausages hanging from rafters and an open fire where chefs sizzle up meaty mains. Noon-midnight Thu-Tue €

 

Immerse in royal palaces & convents

Stroll two minutes southwest of Sineu's Sa Plaça and its 16th-century Església de Santa María to reach Convent de la Concepció. This was the site of the Mallorcan kings' second palace (after Palma) between 1309 and 1349, making Sineu the de facto capital of rural Mallorca. In 1583 it was given to the Order of the Immaculate Conception, who rebuilt extensively in the 17th century and still live here today. Don't miss the torno, a small revolving door through which you can receive pastries made by the nuns, in return for a few euros.

For more historic architecture, the town hall is housed in Convent dels Mínims, a 17th-century baroque convent confiscated from the Minims in the 19th century. You can generally wander in any time to admire the somewhat neglected cloister. One block west is a beautiful example of a carved stone waymarking cross, the 1585 Renaissance Creu dels Morts (Cross of the Dead).

PetraTIME FROM BINISSALEM: 30 MINS [image: jpg]

Peaceful town with missionary museum

Petra is a small, sandstone warren of one-way lanes and cafe-rimmed squares that rewards a few hours' exploration. It is resolutely quiet apart from the occasional group of cyclists passing through, though you can tell its former prominence by long streets of solid stone houses and two impressive churches, dating to the 16th and 17th centuries.

Petra's claim to fame, and of special interest to Mexicans and Californians visiting Mallorca, is that it is the birthplace of Catholic saint and missionary Juníper Serra (1713–84; internationally known as Junípero Serra). Serra sailed to America in 1749 and was a founder of nine California missions from San Diego to San Francisco. Visit Museu Fra Juníper Serra, packed with mementos of his missionary life, models of the California missions and gifts from Californians like Richard Nixon and Clint Eastwood. Go next door to look around the house in which he was born, and keep an eye out along streets in this part of town for colourful majolica tiles depicting his exploits.

While you're in Petra, you can also stop for lunch at Es Celler with its old wine barrels and traditional rustic fare. Or visit one of the island's most respected winemakers Bodegas Miquel Oliver for a tour on winemaking or a tasting and tapas. If you're feeling active, hike a 10km loop to Ariany, with fine views along the way.


JUNÍPER SERRA'S CALIFORNIA LEGACY

Serra left his post as a religious scholar in Palma to become a missionary in the Americas, first in Mexico, then California (as they are called today). He and Captain Gaspar de Portolá established Mission San Diego de Alcalá in 1769. The Spanish soldiers weren’t paid regularly, and often pillaged local communities. Clergy objected to this treatment of potential converts, but relied on soldiers to round up conscripts to build missions. For their forced labour, Native Californians were promised one meal a day and religious salvation. Death came sooner than expected, due to Spaniard-introduced diseases including smallpox, measles and syphilis. California’s indigenous nations often rebelled against colonists – more Native Californians died than were converted.



Eating in Petra & Sineu: Our Picks

Es Celler, Petra: Traditional cooking in a large vaulted wine cellar. Barbecue meat, roast suckling pig, arròs brut (dirty rice) and tumbet. Noon-11pm Tue-Sun €€

Ca n'Oms, Petra: Variations on tapas and Med mains in a smartly designed space in a shady garden. Occasional live music. 12.30-3pm & 6-10.30pm €

Restaurant Molí d’en Pau, Sineu: Quality Mallorcan in a windmill with terrace. 1-3.30pm Tue & Thu-Sun, noon-3.15pm Wed & 7-10.30pm Fri & Sat €€

La Cocina, Sineu: Kick back with cheap-and-cheerful tapas, friendly service and no-frills wine and beer. Noon-3pm Wed, 7pm-midnight Thu-Sun €

Els CalderersTIME FROM BINISSALEM: 35 MINS [image: jpg]

Travel back to old-school aristocratic farm life

Get rural on a pretty country back road between Montuïri and Petra, and spend an hour at Els Calderers, a stout rural mansion that's been converted into a period museum. Its grand dimensions, extensive grounds and outbuildings, and well-preserved collection of antique Mallorcan furnishings strongly evoke a vanished world of aristocratic privilege. It was built around 1750 on the site of an estate granted to the Calderers family in 1285 and was then sold to the Verí family in the 18th century.

On the ground floor of the main building, around a leafy courtyard, are the main salons and guest rooms, along with the family chapel and wine cellar (every decent finca had one of each). You can sample a little house red. An 1895 note on display grumbles that Els Calderers wine was muy flojito (very average) – this doesn't seem to have changed.

Els Calderers is 11km east of Montuïri. Take the MA15 towards Manacor and turn left 300m after the turnoff to the village of Sant Joan and follow the signs.


BEST PLA I LLEVANT WINERIES

The widespread Pla i Llevant designation covers almost the entire eastern half of the island.

Bodegas Miquel Oliver, Petra: Among Mallorca's most respected winemakers since 1912, with winemaking tours.

Can Coleto Vins Ecològics, Petra: Small bottlings from 2.5 hectares farmed organically.

Vins Toni Gelabert, Manacor: Family-run, producing superb callet, cabernet sauvignon, macabeu and chardonnay.

Mesquida Mora, Porreres: Sustainable production, plus winemaking history dating back to 16th century.

Can Majoral, Algaida: Teeny spot for informal tastings of wine aged in French oak.

Bodegas Oliver Moragues, between Algaida and Montuïri: Small family-owned property with dreamy finca stays.



MontuïriTIME FROM BINISSALEM: 30 MINS [image: jpg]

Picturesque hilltop village

As you approach Montuïri, don't be surprised if you just have to stop for a pic. Its gold-stone squares, noble houses and cobbled lanes rise enchantingly from orchards and are topped by historic windmills. It's one of Mallorca's oldest towns, dating to the Moorish dominion of the island. Known for its apricots, it's appropriate that its handsome stone buildings glow an apricot hue in morning sun. The sandstone Església de Sant Bartomeu dominates central Plaça Major, through which runs Carrer Major, graced by mansions and cafes.

Lunch at S'Hostal, a greenery-draped roadside bar renowned for taking the ubiquitous Mallorcan pa amb oli to the limits of its potential. Uncover this 'local secret' just downhill from central Montuïri and eat on the terrace in warm weather, or by a cheering fireplace if it’s cold. At all times, the welcome is sincere, and a beer is the best accompaniment.

If you're in Montuïri in August, aim to attend Festa de Sant Bartomeu in honour of Montuïri's patron saint. The dance of the cossiers (six men, one woman, plus the devil) is a highlight, both on the 24th and the eve before. And on Easter Sunday, during S'Encuentro, a figure of Christ resurrected is met in a parade by a figure of the Virgin Mary.

Eating Near Felanitx & San Salvador: Our Picks

Restaurant Molí de Vent, Campos: Book ahead, especially for a terrace table, at a regional favourite for grilled meats. 7pm-midnight Mon & Thu-Sat, 1-4pm Sun €€

Es Figueral, south of Campos: Fixed menus served in the countryside feature creative, seasonal dishes. 12.30-5.30pm Sat & Sun, 7-9pm Fri & Sat €€

Can Pelat, Cas Concos des Cavaller: Quality rural cooking, focused on tapas, with a romantically lit courtyard. 6.30-11pm €€

Son Terrassa, Cas Concos des Cavaller: Cas Concos gem, with beautiful terrace sunsets, excellent Med food and wonderful wine. 1-3.30pm & 7-10pm Thu-Tue €€€

 

Monumental museum & ruins

Montuïri is home to the well-curated Museu Arqueològic de Son Fornés, with finds from Roman times and the Iron Age. Housed in an 18th-century mill, this enthusiastic little museum explores the prehistoric Talayotic civilisation of Mallorca. Many of the detailed explanations and finds relate to nearby Talaiots de Son Fornés, inhabited from around 900 BCE to the 4th century CE. Definitely visit – it's one of Mallorca's most important archaeological sites. Fnd it 2.5km northwest of Montuïri on the right (east) of the MA3200 towards Pina. Book online (sonfornes.mallorca.museum) for a three-hour guided tour of both the museum and talayot.
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RandaTIME FROM BINISSALEM: 45 MINS [image: jpg]

Thrilling views from historic Santuari de Nostra Senyora de Cura

Step back into history at one of the most famous Mallorcan monasteries, Santuari de Nostra Senyora de Cura (santuaridecura.com). You'll be following in the footsteps of 13th-century theologian, philosopher and writer Ramon Llull who sought solitude on the tranquil 548m Puig de Randa. Llull later lived here as a hermit in a cave (open 10am to 2pm, ask for a key from the cafe) in search of enlightenment.

When you visit, travelling the 5km from the village of Randa, the road signposted as ‘Santuari de Cura’ or simply ‘Cura’ first passes the turnoff to Santuari de Gracià (Shrine of Our Lady of Grace) at the foot of the imposing Penya Falconera (Falconer Rock), home to nesting falcons. This pilgrimage site has been reconstructed several times since the 15th century, and in the 20th century involved famous architect and sculptor Antoni Gaudí. Continuing on the Randa road you'll come to Ermita Sant Honorat, dedicated to the patron saint of Algaida, with spectacular views over El Pla and down to the coast, plus Illa de Cabrera in the distance. You can visit the chapel of this monastery founded in the 14th century.

At the top of the twisting Puig de Randa road, you'll arrive at Santuari de Nostra Senyora de Cura. Driving up here is no problem and there's ample parking. The shrine complex includes a 17th-century church, monastery and small museum, and was once the Aula de Gramática (Grammar School Room) where Llull’s teachings were propagated. A pretty garden provides shelter from the winds. Have a coffee or light meal at the cafe and take in panoramic views stretching across Mallorca. On a clear day you can see as far as Ibiza. Really immerse yourself by staying the night at the Hostatgeria Santuari de Cura.


GLASSBLOWING & GLASS ART MUSEUM

Museu de Gordiola glassworks and museum, set in a mock-Gothic palace and named for a family that's made glass since 1719, has a glassworks on the ground floor where, for a fee (adult/eight-to-18 years old €8/4), you can observe the glassmakers and furnaces in action. Upstairs, the stained-glass museum has a riveting collection of glass items from around the world, some of great beauty and colour. There's an on-site shop and one in Palma, too. Gordiola lies 2.5km west of Algaida on the MA15.

If you love glassblowing, you can also visit Lafiore for another great shop with ceramics classes too.



ManacorTIME FROM BINISSALEM: 45 MINS [image: jpg]

Celebrating tennis champion Rafael Nadal

The skyline of Manacor, Mallorca's second-largest city, is topped by the Església de Nostra Senyora Verge dels Dolors. Built on the site of the town's former mosque with a hybrid Gothic/neo-Gothic style, it's well worth popping in to admire the splendid arches and stonework, dappled with sunlight through stained glass, and the magnificent altarpiece. But this city is perhaps best known as a centre of furniture and pearl manufacturing and the birthplace of tennis great Rafael Nadal. Tennis fans should head directly to Rafa Nadal Academy where you can watch live match play on the tennis centre's courts throughout the day, for free. Buy tickets (in advance during high season) for timed entry to the Rafa Nadal Museum Xperience where you can admire incredible memorabilia – from Olympic gold medals to tennis racquets and gear from other famed athletes. Get your pulse moving on simulators of tennis, Formula 1, mountain cycling and other sports. The academy's cafe and shop are also open to the public.
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TAKE TO THE SKIES IN A HOT-AIR BALLOON

Fancy a different perspective on lovely Mallorca? Why not try a hot-air balloon trip? With early-morning and afternoon flights over El Pla (the central plain) this is a fantastic way to see the island and makes for some stunning photography. You can take a private trip or join a group flight in one of the larger baskets. Afterwards, you’ll be collected and ‘baptised’ with cava or fizzy fruit juice, and given a certificate to commemorate your flight. A true once-in-a-lifetime style outing.

Book ahead with IB Ballooning (ibballooning.net) or Globus Mallorca Balloons (mallorcaballoons.com).



Eating Around Manacor: Our Picks

Restaurant Es Pati: Cheerful, bistro vibes, outdoor seating and beautiful Med fare, 10km northeast of Manacor. 6-9pm Mon-Sat €€€

Terragust: Farm-to-table greenhouse restaurant (vegetables, meat, cheese) with produce shop and farm tours, 6km west of Manacor. 1-3pm Tue-Sat €

Ca'n March: Fish prepared using salt from Es Trenc and Mallorcan olive oil at a warm, traditional haunt in Manacor. 1-3.30pm Tue-Sun, 8.30-10pm Fri & Sat €€€

Reserva Rotana: A slice of rural luxury on a tucked-away finca sourcing top-notch ingredients for careful cooking, 7km north of Manacor. 7-11pm €€€



Places We Love to Stay

€ Budget €€ Midrange €€€ Top End

Wine Country

Agroturismo Es Quatre Cantons, near Binissalem €€ Attractive villa with pool set in vineyard country with friendly, kind staff and a three-night minimum.

Sa Torre de Santa Eugenia, Ses Alqueries €€ Grand historic finca offering five spacious self-catering apartments, two blissfully calm pools and a highly regarded cellar restaurant.

Landhotel Can Davero, near Binissalem €€ Updated villa, complete with a turret and pool, in peaceful vineyards and groves.

Sa Cabana, near Binissalem €€ Modern, bright and airy with a sparkling pool in a renovated stone farmhouse amid lush gardens.

Interior Foothills

Monnaber Nou EcoHotel & Spa, Campanet €€ Old-world charm across 400 acres, with a spa, pools, games room and restaurant.

Agroturisme Monnàber Vell, Campanet €€€ Country estate with fig and carob trees. Standard doubles are comfortable if a trifle bland, suites have bags of character.

Son Ametler €€€ One of Mallorca's best rural hotels, a classy finca on 25 hectares of olive and almond groves, with pasture, pool and kitchen garden.

Central Villages & Fincas

Finca Raims, Algaida €€ Despite being in town, it's been a farming manor and wine cellar since the 18th century, now with two suites and four apartments.

Possessió Binicomprat, between Algaida and Montuïri €€ Moragues family finca since 1511, with oak-fringed pool, vineyards and vegetable patch. Rooms blend rustic with boutique chic.

Es Figueral Nou Hotel, Montuïri €€€ A beautifully presented country luxe stay with gardens and a spa. It's adults-only.

Finca Serena, Montuïri €€€ Fashionable and swish finca stay, with pools, a gym and spa and on-site restaurant Jacaranda.

La Reserva Rotana, near Manacor €€€ Luxurious estate on 500 beautifully tended acres with a nine-hole golf course, tennis court, pool, gym, sauna, vineyard and fabulous restaurant.

Body Camp, south of Sencelles €€€ Fitness and wellness retreat with a complete health and exercise programme, bike-riding and team building on a wonderful estate.

Sanctuary Stays

Hostatgeria Santuari de Cura €€ Stay at this Puig de Randa sanctuary overnight for excellent dining, views and a spiritual stay.

Petit Hotel Hostatgería Sant Salvador €€ Former monk cells converted into attractive rooms and apartments, each with a private bathroom and outstanding panoramic views to the sea.

Sineu

Can Joan Capo Hotel €€ Sineu's slickest hotel has 10 rooms, each with its own style and a decked pool area. Adults only.

Sa Barcella €€ Easily walkable to the market with tidy simple rooms in a stone complex accompanied by a pool and a friendly welcome.

Hotel Can Serrete €€ Central city hotel with a small splash pool and yummy homemade breakfasts.







Southeastern Mallorca
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SUPER BEACHES ALONGSIDE INTERESTING TOWNS

From sandstone Santanyí to the Talayotic ruins of Capocorb Vell and pristine white sands, craggy coves and turquoise waters, southeastern Mallorca seduces.


[image: jpg]

Flamingo | valda butterworth/shutterSTock ©

Stay in the southeast for wild beaches, quiet calas and the stunning natural park at Mondragó along the coast. Whether tightly pinched between rock or fading into rough scrub of pine and juniper, some of Mallorca’s best beaches are sheltered here, awaiting discovery. Es Trenc is a dreamy band of white sand backed by dunes.

Watch the yachts bob up and down in the many harbours, go snorkelling, diving, swimming or paddleboarding in the clear, clear waters, and just revel in the natural beauty of this part of the island – like Es Pontàs, a massive natural rock arch close to the shore with spectacular sunset views. The picturesque fishing villages and smallish resorts add pep and plenty of chances for people watching, while ancient Bronze Age sites and a group of small protected islands (the Cabrera Archipelago) add depth and exploration.

Hike the coast out at the Far Cap de Ses Salines on Mallorca’s southernmost tip, and venture inland to find the gold-stone market-town Santanyí, packed with restaurants, galleries and shops. Smaller towns like Ses Salines and Calonge offer views into Mallorcan village life.

While this part of the island is at its best in the summer when waters are warm, out of season is also an interesting time to visit, especially for nature lovers, hikers and cyclists.
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THE MAIN AREAS

SANTANYÍ

Cosmopolitan town built of sandstone.

PARC NATURAL DE MONDRAGÓ

Turquoise bays and pine forests.

PARC NACIONAL DE L'ARXIPÈLAG DE CABRERA

Spain’s largest nature reserve, offshore.




Find Your Way

Southern Mallorca's rocky coastline striped with reserves means the well-maintained roads often radiate out from towns, so there's a fair amount or back and forth through fields to get to coastal locales and pristine wild beaches.
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Plan Your Time

An abundance of natural reserves, hidden coves and caves, relaxing honey-coloured towns and a traditional hinterland offer an unhurried introduction to island life.
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If You Have One Day

•Base yourself in or near pretty Santanyí with its fantastic boutique hotels and nearby finca stays, art galleries, inviting squares and vibrant markets. Spend your morning in Parc Natural de Mondragó, exploring its glorious beaches and trails and birdwatching, then enjoy an evening meal in Portopetro with views over the harbour or back in Santanyí at one of its many excellent eateries.




Several Days to Explore

•Spend a day at Platja des Trenc or Cala Pi. Swing into ancient ruins at Capocorb Vell or the salt pans en route. If you've secured a permit, take a boat excursion to Parc Nacional Marítim-Terrestre de l’Arxipèlag de Cabrera. If not, hike the coastline near the Cap de Ses Salines lighthouse (with its views of Illa de Cabrera) to Colònia de Sant Jordi.



SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS

SPRING

Wildflowers bloom and April sees a salt and spices fair in Ses Salines, while May's Festa des Tondre fills Es Llombards for old-school sheep shearing.

SUMMER

Summer is peak season. In August celebrate Santa María del Mar in Cala d’Or. Ses Salines celebrates Sant Bartomeu at the Festa des Cavall.

AUTUMN

Crowds abate. September sees Calonge celebrate Sant Miquel, and the Santanyí Autumn Fair takes place in October.

WINTER

November to March is quietest and coolest. Eerily empty resort towns have just a handful of open restaurants, hotels and shops.




Santanyí & Parc Natural de Mondragó
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CHARMING ARCHITECTURE | AQUA COVES | WILDLIFE WALKS


Tucked between Parc Natural de Mondragó and Ses Salines, Santanyí makes a great base for exploring southeastern Mallorca. Set slightly inland, this vibrant and handsome town with honey-coloured churches buzzes with a fine array of bars, boutiques, ceramic shops and restaurants. You can see signs of its past in the remaining fortified city wall and the Porta Murada gate which protected against pirate raids. Most of the action spirals around the church-dominated Plaça Major, especially on market days (Wednesdays and Saturdays) when stalls selling local produce, leather goods and trinkets fill every available central street. Once they pack up, the square is returned anew to laid-back cafes and bars that subtly entice you to linger over tapas and drinks, long into the evening. Santanyí is perfect for accessing the adjacent Mondragó, encompassing beaches, protected dunes, wetlands, coastal cliffs and inland agricultural land, plus nearby coves and calas.
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Highlights

1Cala Llombards

2Es Pontàs

SIGHTS

3Cala Mondragó

4Cala Santanyí

5Caló d’en Boira

6Caló d’en Busques

7Caló des Moro

8Casa de Cultura Ses Cases Noves

9Caspar Jansen

10Galeria Guillem Vicens

11Parc Natural de Mondragó

12Plaça Major

13Platja d’Almunia

14Platja de Ses Roquetes

15Platja des Trenc

16S’Amarador

17Torre d’en Beu

Activities, Courses & Tours

(see 4)Cala Santanyí Diving School

18Red Star Tours

EATING

19Anoa

20Es Molí de Santanyí

21Grá by Food-JuicePassion

22OCRE Restaurant & Bar

23Restaurant Amazoniqüe

(see 12)Restaurant Laudat

24Retroway

Drinking

(see 12)Sa Cova




GETTING AROUND

Many visitors to this part of Mallorca head straight for the sea. Car or scooter hire is best to explore the south coast, but in high season be prepared to head out early to nab a spot in the car parks nearest the beaches. Central Santanyí gets packed, so park on the edge and walk in. Bus connections with Palma are plentiful: take bus 501 to Campos then transfer to 515 or 516 to Santanyí. Buses 515, 516 and 517 serve a few points on the coast. Bus 517 also serves Ses Salines and Colònia St Jordi. Coastal service is reduced in winter.




[image: ] TOP TIP

Many businesses in this tourist-reliant area reduce hours or close during low season – around October to April. Always check ahead in winter.



Homegrown Artists & Artisans

Exploring golden Santanyí

Start the day with a strong coffee in Santanyí's Plaça Major before exploring the narrow alleyways and streets of this sienna sandstone town. Shop in its stylish boutiques and dip into artists’ studios and workshops. There's a strong (mostly international) creative community here, with ceramics, textiles and art in abundance. Casa de Cultura Ses Cases Noves runs exhibitions and interesting talks on local art. Or check out contemporary work at Caspar Jansen and Galeria Guillem Vicens. Quality stonework is another longstanding tradition – the sandstone is used across the island and was exported throughout Spain. Works by well-known, island-born classical sculptor, Jaume Mir, can be seen in nearby Calonge.

Wednesday and Saturday mornings are the busiest days with weekly markets. Arrive early to browse the stalls and sample local products. After an afternoon at one of the many nearby beaches, enjoy live music (usually from around 9.30pm) at Sa Cova by its illuminated olive tree back in the main square.
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BEACHES NEAR SANTANYí

Cala Mondragó, Platja des Trenc and Cala Pi are famous southern beaches, but explore further and the aqua waters continue to unfurl.

Platja de Ses Roquetes and Platja d'Almunia are connected by a hiking trail.

Cala Llombards is great for snorkelling, a small cove defined by rough rock walls topped with pines. A beach-hut bar, palm-leaf shaded loungers and a ladder into the sea constitute the extent of human intervention.

Caló des Moro has wonderful snorkelling and marine life, making it a very popular undeveloped cove in summer. It's best visited early in the day. It’s a rocky slab rather than sand.



Dallying in Santanyí's Calas & Coves

Coastal adventures in hidden calas

The southern coast is full of hidden calas waiting to be explored. Head from Santanyí 3.5km to Cala Santanyí, a white-sand, turquoise-water cove. At its loveliest before summer is in full swing, or just after the holiday crowds leave, the crystalline waters are family-friendly and perfect for snorkelling. Hotels, restaurants and public showers with toilets edge the beach, and parasols and sunbed rentals dot its sands. Parking and a paved walkway makes this an easy-to-reach beach.

Follow a small path along the coast to one of the south coast's top photo-ops: Es Pontàs, a natural rock arch rising from the sea between Cala Santanyí and Cala Llombards.

Take to the water on paddleboards or kayaks or dive below. Cala Santanyí Diving School rents SUPs and snorkelling gear. For canyoning, abseiling, hiking, climbing and courses, Més Aventura (mesaventura.com) has you covered.


Red Star Tours in nearby Cala Figuera (6km southeast of Santanyí) runs excellent boat excursions to little-known coves and secluded beaches and offers boat hire, SUPs, kayaking, bikes and e-bikes. There's no beach; instead, two sheer inlets – Caló d’en Boira and Caló d’en Busques form the picturesque harbour town, lined with whitewashed, green-shuttered homes, brightly painted boathouse doors with private stone jetties and traditional fishing boats. While some yachts line up beside the smaller working vessels, local fishers still make their way down the winding inlet before dawn, returning in the evening to mend their nets. An easy-to-follow and signposted photographic trail (ruta fotogràfica) leads around the harbour with its watchtower Torre d’en Beu, built in 1569.

Serene Coastal Nature Reserve

Playing in Parc Natural de Mondragó

Make a beeline for one of the real getaways of southern Mallorca at Parc Natural de Mondragó. The 766-hectare reserve of grassland, dunes, pine forests, wetlands and beaches is a beautiful area for swimming, biking or hiking, plus is renowned for birdwatching. From Santanyí, drive 11km down narrow country lanes with dry-stone-walled fields known as rotes, bearing almonds, figs, carob and olives to reach the main car park near the beach.

Mondragó is formed with beautiful horseshoe bays along a rocky coastline, with sandy beaches and turquoise water backed by pine forest. Be sure to take a dip at Cala Mondragó, one of the loveliest coves on the southeast coast. Sheltered by large stone outcrops and fringed by pine trees, it’s formed by a string of three protected sandy beaches connected by rocky footpaths. You can dip into the hotel, cafe, restaurant and shop by Cala Mondragó, or follow the path connecting the beaches to S’Amarador beach for a quieter day.

Paddleboard and snorkel at Cala Mondragó, or, especially with the milder temps of spring and autumn, hike. There are four routes – keep an eye out for peregrine falcons, Audouin’s gulls, Balearic shearwaters, European shags and rock pigeons. On the ground look for Algerian hedgehogs, Hermann’s tortoises and Balearic toads.


HIKING ROUTES IN PARC NATURAL DE MONDRAGó

Viewpoint of Ses Fonts de n’Alis: From the car park to the beach of Ses Fonts, crossing pine and wild olive forests, and passing a saltwater pond.

Ses Gavotes Route: Circular route through the forest along the coast. Begin at S’Amarador beach, taking in forest, coast and viewpoints along the way.

Viewpoint route – Sa Guàrdia d’en Garrot: Circular path from Caló d’en Garrot, to the left of Ses Fonts de n’Alis beach, with viewpoints along the route and Caló des Borgit.



Eating & Drinking in Santanyí: Our Picks

Anoa: Creative, high-end fare blending Italian and Asian influences with a round of daily specials. 6-10pm Thu-Tue €€€

Restaurant Laudat: Fine dining for foodies emphasising fresh seafood in a shaded courtyard. 6-10.30pm Mon-Sat, noon-3pm Wed & Sat €€€

Grá by FoodJuice-Passion: Irish gastropub meets plant-based fare. Noon-2.30pm Wed & Sat, 7-10pm Tue-Sat €

Retroway: Great for vegans and vegetarians, and with gluten-free options spanning tacos to curry. 1-4pm Tue, 1-10pm Wed-Sun €€

Restaurant Amazoniqüe: Brazil meets Mallorca with grilled seafood and meat, plus attentive service. 6-10pm Wed-Sun, 1-3pm Wed & Sat €€€

OCRE Restaurant & Bar: Refined dining at Hotel Can Ferrereta. Seasonal Mallorcan ingredients paired with top wines. Noon-11pm €€€

Es Molí de Santanyí: Tasty tapas in an old windmill on the road east from Santanyí. Garden terrace shaded by palms and rubber trees. 1-11pm €€

Sa Cova: Coffee by day and cocktails or small plates and live music by night, smack on Santanyí’s central square. 10am-midnight €




Beyond Santanyí & Mondragó
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Bring a spirit of adventure to rocky coastline and capes swept by white beaches and studded with caves and ancient ruins.


The southern coast is rimmed with quaint fishing villages, many of which are now flourishing resorts. Portopetro remains petite and makes for a fantastic lunch stop, while busier Cala d’Or and Portocolom are both attractive and packed with watersports operators. Discover tranquil, turquoise waters at crowning jewel, white-sand Es Trenc, or head for remote coves off wild capes festooned with lighthouses and stone towers. Plan ahead to reach the pristine reserve encompassing the Cabrera Archipelago – you need a permit to go. Connect to the ancient past at Talayotic site Capocorb Vell, one of the best preserved on the island. Or visit glistening salt pans and please the kids at an ostrich farm.


Places

Portopetro & Cala d'Or

Portocolom

Platja des Trenc

Ses Salines

Cap Blanc

Capocorb Vell




GETTING AROUND

As in most of Mallorca, your own wheels are helpful – though arrive early in summer to score a parking spot at the beaches. If you need to grab a bus, Palma services reach the inland hubs of Llucmajor, Campos and Felanitx where you can switch to coastal routes. Buses serve coastal Cala Pi, S'Estanyol, Sa Ràpita and Colònia de Sant Jordi (both good for the beach at Es Trenc), Cala Llombards, Portopetro and Portocolom.



Portopetro & Cala d'OrTIME FROM SANTANYí: 15 MINS [image: jpg]

From fishing harbour to flashy marina

The quiet appeal of intimate fishing port Portopetro is immediately apparent as you stroll its steep, shady streets and look out over the protected natural inlet that originally made this town such a hit with fishers. There's no beach to speak of in the town centre, but that helps explain why it's escaped the development rampant in Cala d'Or, just to the north. Its row of boathouses with green doors makes for top photos, or wander the small yacht club, and catch a boat excursion to local coves. Some trips make the journey to Parc Nacional Marítim-Terrestre de L'Arxipèlag de Cabrera.

If you’re looking for somewhere with more going on, then the resort of Cala d'Or has five small calas each with its own main drag, where pubs, restaurants and souvenir shops flourish. The Sunday-night market features local crafts and products. Cala d’Or’s flashy apex is definitely its yacht marina, Port Petit, one of Mallorca's most glamorous and the main reason why this corner of Cala d’Or is earning a reputation as a stylish, live-large kind of place.


PortocolomTIME FROM SANTANYí: 20 MINS [image: jpg]

Old-world charm with refreshing swims

The fishing village of Portocolom has retained much of its sweet vibe with rows of painted boathouses on a sheltered bay. Fishing boats, small yachts and sailing boats bob in the large, handsome natural harbour (one of the few on the island). It was named after Christopher Columbus (‘Colom’ in Catalan), who some claim was born here (not that there is a great deal of evidence to support this). It's a perfect spot for a lunch break and swim at beloved Cala Marçal, a gorgeous Blue-Flag beach, 1km south of town. At the northern end, scenic and gentle Cala s’Arenal is the locals’ preferred beach, and on the eastern headland at the mouth of the bay, look out for mid-19th-century striped lighthouse, Far de sa Punta de ses Crestes.
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KAYAK & CYCLE FROM COLòNIA DE SANT JORDI

In addition to the boat operators that serve Cabrera and have coastal excursions, Colònia de Sant Jordi is loaded with other activity providers, such as the following.

Piraguas Mix: One of the most respected sea-kayaking outfits on the island. Call to meet in central Sant Jordi if you'd like to hit the water.

Team Double J: Rents out high-quality bikes if you're tackling rough terrain or serious road distance, and it can also provide maps and information on area routes. Call or email to arrange hire outside standard opening months. It also offers e-bikes.



Eating in Portopetro & Cala d'Or: Our Picks

Restaurant Es Celler 9, Portopetro: Tuck into seafood and paella on the edge of the harbour, with friendly service. 1-3pm & 7-10pm €€

Port Petit, Cala d’Or: Innovative seafood and produce served on a terrace with dazzling whiteness matching yachts below. Thu-Mon 1-5pm, Wed-Mon 7-10pm €€€

17 Restaurant & Bar, Cala d’Or: Harbourside seafood and grills with jaunty presentation and delicious desserts. Book ahead in high season. 1-10.30pm €€€

Churchill’s, Cala d’Or: Top-quality tapas just back from the marina with excellent sangria and fun twinkly lights and art. 6-10.30pm Wed-Mon €€

 

Boats, boards, snorkelling & more

Portocolom makes a good base for adventure activities, with a sailing school and Skualo Adventure Sports Centre organising snorkelling, caving, paddleboarding, speed boating and sea-kayaking excursions in addition to dive trips to some of the island's best sites. East Coast Divers Mallorca is also a good outfit, as is Petro Divers in nearby Portopetro. Book with Starfish for a glass-bottomed boat tour of the coastline between Portocolom and Cala Figuera, with stops at coves and beaches along the way.


BIRDWATCHING

Parc Natural de S’Albufera: Wetland haven, with Reserva Natural de s'Albufereta nearby.

Illa de Sa Dragonera: Nature reserve with seabirds, including ospreys and shags.

Cap de Formentor: Good opportunities in Boquer Valley for partridges, thrushes, booted eagles and Eleonora’s falcon.

Gorg Blau: The chance to spot the rare black vulture among the mountain peaks.

Parc Natural de la Península de Llevant: Twitchers' heaven of warblers, falcons and eagles.

Parc Nacional Marítim-Terrestre de l'Arxipèlag de Cabrera: These islands draw marine birds, migrants and birds of prey, including fisher eagles and endangered Balearic shearwaters.



Platja des TrencTIME FROM SANTANYí: 25 MINS [image: jpg]

Beautiful beach & lunch break

Start the day early and head for the pristine Platja des Trenc – so good-looking it has doubled as the Caribbean in several films. Backed by sand dunes and set in a natural park, this wild, white-sand beach with turquoise waters stretches for over 10km. There are a couple of small chiringuitos (snack bars) but little else in the way of facilities. The beach is best enjoyed for an early-morning swim or to catch the evening sunset. Officially a nudist beach, Es Trenc draws a mixed clothed and unclothed crowd.

To reach the main southern paid parking lot (€5), take the signed turnoff west off MA6040. The narrow, paved road passes mounds of yellowed salt at the Salines de Llevant salt fields then winds its way alongside countryside sprinkled with wildflowers to reach the low-lying marsh area near the beach. If it's full you can park at Platja de Ses Covetes and walk down.

After a morning at Es Trenc, head to Colònia de Sant Jordi for lunch – 5Illes Beach Restaurant, on the water, is a good pick for fresh seafood, or try Sa Foganya for tapas. This once-sleepy fishing village was 'discovered' by tourism in the 1950s, and its popularity with palmero vacationers has made it the biggest beach resort on the southern coast. Perhaps most enticingly, it's also the embarkation point for the marine wilderness of the Illa de Cabrera Archipelago and has the Centro de Visitantes Parque Nacional de Cabrera at the northeastern end of town, which is part aquarium and part interpretation centre. Free and fascinating, your visit to 18 aquariums and over 70 species ends with a climb up a spiral ramp that wraps around an extraordinary mural by Miguel Mansanet, based on 16th-century Mallorcan maps of the Mediterranean.
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Eating Around Portocolom: Our Picks

Restaurant Sa Llotja: Popular seafood eatery with stunning waterfront terrace, now with an equally good branch in Cala d’Or. 1-3pm & 7-10.30pm Tue-Sun €€

Organic, Cala Marçal: Organic fresh food with vegetarian and vegan options and a beach view from the terrace. Book ahead. 9.30am-10pm Tue-Sun €

El Baúl, Cala Marçal: Tuck into large platters of international dishes, from pulled pork to burgers, with a branch in Portopetro. 1-10pm €

HPC Portocolom: Stylish modern-Spanish cooking in a pleasant setting overlooking Portocolom harbour. 8am-11.30pm €€€


BEACHES NEAR CAPOCORB VELL

Cala Pi: Beautiful white-sand beach and deep turquoise inlet, with picturesque boathouses and steep steps down. Bring provisions.

Cala Beltràn: Rocky little beach with emerald water perfect for snorkelling. Reached by rocky trail or boat.

Racó de S’Arena: Unspoilt beach with rock pools and a quieter atmosphere, 400m southwest from S’Estanyol's marina.

Platja de Ses Covetes: This 200m pristine sweep of pale, silky sand and gin-clear water forms part of the Reserva Marina del Migjorn de Mallorca, so no buildings mar its backdrop of dunes and pines. It gets crowded. Park in Sa Ràpita. Walking east along the shore, you’ll reach Platja des Trenc.



Eating & Drinking in Ses Salines & West

Andreu Genestra, Llucmajor: Michelin-starred chef Genestra runs this superb restaurant with fixed-price menus. 7.30-9.30pm Tue-Sun €€€

Xaloc, Sa Ràpita: Backstreet Mallorcan joint recommended by locals. Paella, grilled fish, lamb shoulder and other Balearic favourites. 12.30-4pm & 7.30-11pm €€

Casa Manolo, Ses Salines: This time-honoured corner bar serves aged, grilled meat, rice, seafood and fish. 11am-3.30pm Tue-Sun & 7.30-11pm Tue-Sat €€

Món de Vins, Ses Salines: Wonderful wine bar opening onto an inviting courtyard. Mallorca vintages and tasty tapas. 10.30am-10.30pm €

Ses SalinesTIME FROM SANTANYí: 15 MINS [image: jpg]

Simmering salt pans

Ses Salines is an attractive small town 6km inland from Colònia de Sant Jordi, with shops and restaurants showcasing local products in a rural setting full of walking and cycling trails. The town’s salt pans, now home to flamingoes, were harvested as far back as Roman times. Local company Salinas d'Es Trenc runs tours explaining the salt-production process and providing background on the 170-plus species of birds in the wetlands, particularly beautiful in golden evening light. Take home some of its famous flor de sal (sea salt; flordesal.com).

While in the area, keep an eye out about 1km south of town for the low-key ruins at Poblat Talaiòtic dels Antigors, an evocative indication of island history. Farmers and brothers Jaime and Sebastián Burguera make artisan cheese at Formatges Burguera, 4.5km northwest.


WHAT ARE TALAYOTS?

Things were shaken up in Mallorca and Menorca around 1200 BCE with the arrival of tribes, probably from Asia Minor, who overwhelmed the local populace. They are known today as the Talayotic people, after the dry-stone talayots (towers) that are their chief material legacy, still scattered across at least 200 Mallorcan sites. The circular (and sometimes square- or hull-shaped) stone edifices reaching a height of 6m, with two floors, are testimony to an organised and hierarchical society. Their purpose is unclear: were they symbolic of the power of local chieftains, or their burial places? Were they used for storage or defence? Or were they religious? Ceramics and artefacts in bronze (swords, axes, necklaces) have been found.



 

Exploring Cap de Ses Salines

Follow the MA6110 highway 12km south of Ses Salines to reach Cap de Ses Salines, a beautiful bluff on Mallorca's southernmost tip with a lighthouse, Far des Cap de ses Salines (closed to the public) dating back to 1863. There's not much here but open space, and stretching out along either side are wonderfully unspoilt beaches protected by the Reserva Marina del Migjorn de Mallorca. The eastern beaches are hewn out of the coastal cliffs that run up towards exquisitely beautiful coves like Caló des Màrmols, beaches like the Platja d'Almunia and caves such as Cova de Sa Plana. A rugged 15km coastal path links them to wonderful Platja d'es Caragol in the west.

 

Playing with ostriches

Visit Artestruz Mallorca ostrich farm to see, stroke and feed the birds. A cafeteria (10am to 3pm) occasionally offers ostrich eggs (they weigh 1.3kg) and tenderloin. The shop sells ostrich-leather products, including bags and fine shoes. Signposted off the MA6014, 7km northwest of Ses Salines, Artestruz is a little off the beaten track. Last entry is an hour before closing.

Eating & Drinking in Cala Figuera

La Petite Iglesia: Terrific French home cooking in the shell of a sandstone church, with outdoor tables under trees. Noon-2pm & 6.30-10pm Mon-Sat, noon-2pm Sun €€

Es Port: Italian comes into focus with tasty pizzas and pastas overlooking the sparkling harbour. Noon-11pm Wed-Mon €€

L'Arcada: Watch boats in the port at this laid-back hillside restaurant with seafood, paella, pork loin and tumbet (Mallorcan ratatouille). Noon-10.30pm €€

Bon Bar: Views – that's what this place is all about. Nurse a cocktail or nibble pa amb oli (bread with oil and other toppings). 10am-midnight Tue-Sun

Cap BlancTIME FROM SANTANYí: 35 MINS [image: jpg]

Picnic with views on a wild cape

If you’re travelling the coast road from Palma to Capocorb Vell and Cala Pi, take the short detour to this wind-shredded, atmospheric headland. If you're on the MA6014 highway south from S’Arenal, turn right at the sign pointing to ‘Cap Blanc’. You’ll soon come across the Far de Cap Blanc. You can’t get right up to this lighthouse, which dates to 1863 with a light-beam that was originally fuelled by olive oil, but you can explore the surrounding rugged coastline and stone watchtower. Views along the cliff-face, with Palma and the western mountains in one direction, the Illa de Cabrera in the other, and seabirds circling the Mediterranean sky overhead, are nothing short of breathtaking. If the wind isn't too fierce, this makes a fabulous picnic spot. But be careful with kids or dogs – there's no fence and the drop is abrupt, and almost certainly fatal.
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Capocorb VellTIME FROM SANTANYí: 30 MINS [image: jpg]

Expansive ruins of a Neolithic settlement

Among Mallorca's Talayotic sites Capocorb Vell, 14km southwest of Llucmajor, is one of the largest and most excavated. At this sprawling prehistoric village, wander along rocky pathways and beside rough stone structures that date to 1000 BCE. The site, which includes 28 dwellings and five talayots (stone towers made with – in the case of Capocorb Vell – no mortar), is closed on Thursdays and tickets are cash only. There is a relaxing cafe-bar just next to the site, along with parking.


FOR LOVERS OF ARCHAEOLOGY

Other interesting Talayotic ruins dot Mallorca around Costitx and Montuïri, and blanket Menorca.





TOP SIGHT
Parc Nacional de l’Arxipèlag de Cabrera

Nineteen evocative uninhabited islands and islets and their surrounding seas make up the only national park in the Balearic Islands. This dry, hilly archipelago is tops for birdlife, its rich marine environment and abundant lizard populations. Illa de Cabrera, the largest island and only one you can visit, sits 16km off the coast of Colònia de Sant Jordi.
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PRACTICALITIES

Scan this QR code for park info and to navigate to the page for permit bookings.

[image: bar-code]



Illa de Cabrera

Getting There

Although private boats can come to Cabrera if they’ve requested navigation and anchoring permits in advance from the park authority, most visitors arrive on organised tours. Excursions a Cabrera runs slow boats and speedboats from Colònia de Sant Jordi. Marcabrera operates a speedboat service.

On the cruise back to Colònia de Sant Jordi, boats usually stop in gorgeous Cova Blava (Blue Cave), with crystalline waters where passengers can take a dip.


Reserve Well Ahead

Only 200 people per day (300 in August) are allowed to visit this highly protected national park, so reserve your place in advance.



Hiking to the Castle

Once you arrive by boat, if you're up for a hike and looking for grand views head up to the hilltop castle, Castillo de Cabrera. The 30-minute walk from the park information office at the port meanders along the western flank of the island before bringing you to the 80m-high bluff where the castle looms and from where you'll get magnificent views to Mallorca.

Attacked, damaged and rebuilt repeatedly since its 14th-century origin, the squat hexagonal tower guards Cabrera's eastern harbour. At one point it was converted into a prison for French soldiers, more than 5000 of whom died after being abandoned in 1809 towards the end of the Peninsular War. It now enjoys peaceful retirement, watching tourists – and not pirates – disembarking below.


Wildlife-Watching

Marine birds, birds of prey and migrating birds all call Cabrera home for part of the year. Common species include fisher eagles, endangered Balearic shearwaters, Audouin’s gulls, Cory’s shearwaters, ospreys, Eleonora’s falcons and peregrine falcons.

Also look for abundant terrestrial life like the small Balearic lizard, the best-known species here, with 80% of the world's population. You may even spot dolphins or whales.



Beaches, Museum & More

Another route runs due south from the port for the 15-minute walk past a church and the Cabrera National Park Refuge to the peaceful beach of Sa Plageta. Bring a picnic or go for a dip surrounded by low pine-clad hills. Hike southeast of the beach inland along a trail to a memorial to French prisoners who died on Cabrera during the Napoleonic Wars. There's also a good museum, Es Celler, not far from here, housed in a celler (wine cellar) with displays relating to the history and culture of the island. The farmhouse-turned museum was once home to the Feliu family, which owned the entire island in the early 20th century. Outside is a small botanic garden where you can see many endemic Balearic species.

Trekking west along the shore from Sa Plageta will bring you to S’Espalmador, a peaceful little cove south of, and sheltered by, the point of the same name (Punta de S’Espalmador).

Cala en Donzell is a quiet 50m-long beach of sand and rocks without too many visitors. Other possible routes – some of which require a guide, and all require permission – lead to the N’Ensiola lighthouse (four hours), the southern sierra of Serra de Ses Figueres (2½ hours), or the highest point of the island, the 172m Picamosques (three hours). Ask at the park information office.


TOP TIPS

• The only accommodation on the island is the Cabrera National Park Refuge, 12 rooms in an old military building. It only has a shared microwave and fridge (no cooking is allowed on the island), and you need to either bring sheets and pillowcases, or rent them there. Advanced booking is mandatory and there's a two-night minimum stay.

• Wear good shoes for hiking – the trails are rocky and uneven.

• Sun protection and water are essential for a visit here, and pack a picnic.

• Remember to leave the natural park pristine.



Snorkelling

Snorkellers delight! This island is a marquee snorkelling spot with incredible marine life featuring over 500 species. While you need special permission to scuba dive here, you can snorkel right off the beach (bring your own gear). Or, in July and August, sign up at the park office for guided snorkelling excursions by park rangers.
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HIKING FROM CAP DE SES SALINES TO COLòNIA DE SANT JORDI

[image: jpg]

The 9km coastal trail between Cap de Ses Salines and Colònia de Sant Jordi is a beautiful and flat but rocky trek across battered outcrops and secluded sandy beaches, perfect for swimming. Be sure to take plenty of water – there are no freshwater sources and there's very little shade along the way. Plants you’ll see on the trail include wild asparagus and leafy azucena de mar (sea purslane), whose fragrant white flowers appear in July and August.

Since returning to pick up your car after the hike requires a ride (by taxi or bus), it's most convenient to park in Ses Salines then take a taxi to 1 Cap de Ses Salines. From here, head towards the sea and turn right (west). You’ll see the Mediterranean glistening on your left, the Illa de Cabrera in the distance and the private Sa Vall estate, owned by the March family, bordering the walk on your right.

After 30 minutes of fairly flat walking over ruddy-coloured rocks (the same rocks that give Palma’s cathedral its striking colour), you’ll come upon the first wild beach of the walk, 2 Platja d'es Caragol, which is protected by a natural rock pier. In summer it can get quite crowded on land and at sea. Continue along the coast for further coves and beaches such as 3 Cala en Tugores (which you should reach in an hour's walk), 4 Platja de Ses Roquetes and 5 Platja des Carbó (after 2¼ hours) and finally 6 Platja des Dolç (a full three hours). The beaches, with their fine-as-flour sand and gentle gradient (and thus waves) are simply gorgeous.

At the western end of Platja des Dolç is Colònia de Sant Jordi. To return to Ses Salines, jump on bus 517.





Places We Love to Stay

€ Budget €€ Midrange €€€ Top End

Santanyí

S’Hotelet de Santanyí €€ Elegant townhouse right on Plaça Major with contemporary art and decor in the bleached tones of sun-washed Mallorca, plus excellent breakfast.

Cal Reiet Holistic Retreat €€ Lovely stone manor with a pool just a short stroll from the centre of Santanyí with a wonderful breakfast buffet.

Hotel Cala Santanyí €€ Rooms and the terrace have wonderful views of this pretty cove; the apartments across the road have lesser views.

Hotel Can Ferrereta €€€ Five-star treat in a 17th-century Santanyí mansion, with a super pool, spa and gardens.

Mondragó

Playa Mondragó € Unpretentious hotel smack on the edge of Mondragó beach. Get a room with a sea view. €

Iberostar Club Cala Barca €€ Large resort with fabulous pools, a kids area and a nice private beach. A perfect family hangout between Mondragó and Portopetro.

Calonge & Cala d'Or

Petit Hotel Sant Miquel €€ A cosy, charming boutique hotel in central Calonge, with a rooftop pool.

Ca'n Bessol €€ This finca (rural estate), in the Adrover family since the 17th century, is a breath of fresh air between Calonge and Cala d'Or. Four rooms with antique furnishings overlook a pool and palm-dotted gardens.

Melia Cala d’Or Boutique Hotel €€ A slight Caribbean feel, with lush gardens, pools and bright rooms inland in Cala d'Or.

Hotel Cala d’Or €€€ Former military barracks turned high-end hotel overlooking rocky Cala d'Or. The tidy rooms have balconies and garden or sea views.

Around Es Trenc

Hostal Doris € Tidy and simple in the heart of Colònia de Sant Jordi with a sun-drenched rooftop terrace.

Can Canals €€ Delightful guesthouse near Ses Covetes, with 19 well-appointed rooms, most in a pretty, renovated farmhouse with a spa, pools and restaurant.

Agroturismo Petit Hotel Son Perdiu €€ Rustic comfort with a pool in the countryside inland from Sa Ràpita. Adults only.

Hostal Colonial €€ Just 50m from the beach in Colònia de Sant Jordi lies this simple family-run hotel, where neat rooms and apartments come with small balconies or terraces.

Fontsanta Hotel Thermal & Spa €€€ Adults-only, upmarket stay with a gorgeous spa boasting a Turkish bath, thermal pools and sauna. Around 6km from Platja des Trenc.

Boutique Hotel El Coto €€€ Five-star, family-run hotel in a beautiful setting 100m from the beach near Es Trenc.

Ses Salines

Hotel Ca'n Bonico €€€ The 13th-century defensive tower on this restored townhouse now serves as the library. There's a secluded pool and excellent restaurant.

Around Cala Pi

Sa Bassa Plana €€ Set on a 250-hectare farm, much of which is vineyard, the 36 double rooms and 12 suites gather around the 18th-century homestead at this farm's heart. Much of the restaurant's food is produced on site, as is the wine.

Hotel Cap Rocat €€€ Definitely one for the yacht-owning set, this luxury hotel is ingeniously installed in a former seaside fort. It's unlikely you'll regret the no-under-15s policy.







TOOLKIT


The chapters in this section cover the most important topics you’ll need to know about in Mallorca. They’re full of nuts-and-bolts information and valuable insights to help you understand and navigate Mallorca and get the most out of your trip.
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Arriving

Palma de Mallorca (airport code PMI) is one of the busiest airports in Europe in summer. The airport, a quick 9km from the city centre, is a giant, modern affair, with loads of shops and cafes. If you come to Mallorca by ferry, you'll arrive at Palma or Alcúdia – main routes (see ferryhopper.com) are from Barcelona, Dénia, Ibiza, Valencia, Mahon/Ciutadella (Menorca) and Toulon (France).
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Visas

No visas are required for EU nationals. From late 2023, non-EU nationals (including the UK) will require prior authorisation to enter Spain under the new ETIAS visa-waiver system.




SIM Cards

Travellers with EU phones have free roaming. For others, an e-SIM with a data package is a good option if your phone supports it; otherwise, local SIM cards are available in phone shops.




Customs

VAT-free items can be bought at airport shops. Duty-free allowances when entering from outside the EU include 2L of wine (or 1L of wine and 1L of spirits) and 200 cigarettes or 250g of tobacco.




Wi-Fi

Free wi-fi is available in the airport with registration to login. Wi-fi access is widespread in Palma and in hotels around the island.



Public transport from Airport to city centre
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TOURIST INFO & GUIDES

Almost every town and resort in Mallorca has a tourist office (oficina de turismo or oficina de información turística) for local maps and information. Online portals illesbalears.travel and mallorca.es are packed with info – helpful in low season when tourist offices close. In Palma, you’ll find city-focused tourist offices (visitpalma.com).

Local guides can show you around, too. Try Mallorca Free Tour (mallorcafreetour.com), Mallorca Premium Tours (mallorcapremiumtours.com) or Tomir (tomirguiasmallorca.com).





Getting Around

Transport around Mallorca is reasonably priced, and in high season getting around by bus or train is fairly straightforward. In low season, or to travel away from main destinations and travel hubs, car hire is easiest.



TRAVEL COSTS

Car Rental
€20–130 per day

Petrol
about €1.73/L

EV charging
€5/15min

Vintage train Palma to Sóller
€28 return



Hiring a Car

To rent a car (easily available from the airport or larger resorts), you have to have a licence, be aged 21 or over and, in most cases, have a credit card (only a few places accept debit cards). Rates and availability vary enormously by season – book as far ahead as possible. Most cars are manual; automatic vehicles are limited and usually cost more.

Road Conditions

Roads on Mallorca are generally in good condition and main routes well signposted. In the countryside or on the mountain routes expect narrow passing points, potholed surfaces and a lack of signage. Roads can be poorly lit at night, especially in rural areas. Remember to overtake on the outside only and give way to vehicles that are already on roundabouts.

BUS DETAILS & DISCOUNTS

Buses are air-conditioned and comfortable.

Buy tickets as you go or for longer periods.

Pay contactless card on board, rather than cash for a small discount. Tap your card on entry, and when you get off. The discount increases the more people who use the card, up to five people.


TIP

Palma is cycling-friendly. Pick up a bike-share bike or hire one in town and enjoy the cycle lanes on the promenade.



 

Parking

Parking in Palma can be a challenge – head for an underground car park, easiest around the large boulevards circling the centre. In smaller villages, park on the edge and walk to the centre – often only residents are allowed to drive through and cameras trigger a fine.

 

Ferries & Boats

Regular ferry connections (ferryhopper.com) go to Menorca (from Alcúdia) or Ibiza (from Palma). From Ibiza it’s a short trip to Formentera. In Mallorca's coastal areas, excursion boats go from larger resort towns to beaches. High-season boats serve offshore islands, Sa Dragonera and Cabrera.

 

Bus & Train

A network of intercity buses covers most of the island. The buses and three of Mallorca's four train lines leave from Estació Intermodal on Plaçad’Espanya in Palma. The vintage train to Sóller leaves from a smaller station alongside. Frequency and the number of routes reduce in winter and on weekends.

[image: jpg]

New Africa/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


DRIVING ESSENTIALS

Drive on the right.

Speed limit is 30km/h on single-lane urban roads, otherwise 50km/h; 90km/h on secondary roads; 120km/h on motorways.

Local drivers do not always indicate at roundabouts. Proceed with caution.







Money

CURRENCY: EURO (€)
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Credit Cards & ATMs


Most hotels and restaurants accept credit cards, though there’s sometimes a minimum spend and splitting bills isn’t always an option. It’s worth carrying a little cash for tips, cheap coffees, small local shops and travel in remote areas. ATMs are widely available and accept most cards.

VAT & Refunds


Most prices Mallorca prices include 21% VAT. Travellers who are not EU residents can claim a partial refund on purchases made using the electronic VAT refund procedure (DIVA); this means requesting the DIVA form from shops and validating it at automated terminals in the airport and ferry ports.

Tipping Etiquette

Tipping is usually optional, though bear in mind that many of Mallorca's minimum-wage workers are in the hospitality industry. In restaurants, many Spaniards leave small change, others up to 5% (considered generous); that said, things are changing and some people tip up to 10%. It’s rare to tip in bars and cafes, and some people round-up for taxis.


HOW MUCH FOR A…

Catedral de Mallorca entry
€10, with terrace tour €25

Catamaran tour of Palma's bay
about €80

Kayak/SUP hire
€30

Boat to Cabrera
€40-45



HOW TO… How to Save Some Euros

If you have a student card or can prove you are a senior citizen, there may be reductions on travel and admission to museums or sights. Many museums are free, and many sights and galleries have a ‘free’ day during the week, usually Sunday, when you can enter free of charge. Check in advance.
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DIGITAL NOMAD VISA

Mallorca is an increasingly popular destination for remote workers. In 2023, the Spanish government launched its new digital nomad visa, and it allows non-EU citizens to live in Spain and work remotely or freelance for primarily non-Spanish companies for a year, with the option of renewing for up to five years. It can also include close relatives such as spouses and children. Applications have to meet strict requirements in terms of income, college degree, health insurance and more. Get ready for red tape…but the payoff is grand.
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LOCAL TIP

It is customary to leave a small donation when visiting the local churches but it is not required. If you light one of the provided candles, definitely leave payment.







Accommodation

Seek Out a Mountain Retreat

For hikers and those in search of something special, spend the night at one of Mallorca’s mountain refuges along the key hiking routes, or stay in one of the island sanctuaries (which offer rooms ranging from ell-like simplicity to hotel comfort). They're often located in privileged locations of natural beauty and extraordinary peace.

Fabulous Finca Lodging

Many of Mallorca’s gorgeous old fincas or country estates have been renovated and now offer luxurious accommodation in soulful settings – you can go chic or full-on rural, or both. Some offer healing retreats with on-site pools and spas, while others are more back-to-nature working farms.

Find a Local Guesthouse

There are many houses available for private hire throughout the island (often available to book through sites such as booking.com or Airbnb). This self-catering option is good for a family stay and many places offer a pool or a garden and can give a more authentic sense of island living. Prices vary wildly. Sóller is pricey, the rural interior less so.

Camp Out Under the Stars

Mallorca is a nature-lover's and hiker’s paradise, and COVID times saw an uptick in van-life travellers visiting the island. Wild camping is strictly banned (due to the risk of forest fires), however there are some magical permitted options including Campament Lluc by Monestir de Lluc in the mountains, or Campament de la Victòria, which is situated on a gorgeous headland in the north.


HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN…

monastery
€25–80 single

Palma midrange hotel
€180–280 double

finca
€80–300 per person
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Eco-Stays

Worried about your travel footprint? Choose an eco-stay at a hotel, guesthouse, finca (pictured) or working farm (where you’ll learn about rural life first-hand) focused on responsible and ethical practices. Many eco-stays feature organic food from their own farmland. Monnaber Nou is a sustainable mountain retreat near Campanet, and Ecocirer in Sóller offers workshops as well.
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MINDFUL TRAVELLING

Hotels are king on Mallorca as tourism is so essential to the island economy, but it creates a tension with the year-round resident population. On the one hand everyone is glad of tourist investment and tourists are generally warmly welcomed. On the other there are real concerns about resource use. Water usage is of particular concern as the island's reserves are stretched in the summer months by the swell in visitors. Damage to the marine environment from cruise ships or yachts and rude behaviour of partygoers are also issues. Mindful travelling is the way to go.





Family Travel

Mallorca is smallish, no long drives necessary – and a wide slew of activities and attractions hold kids' attention, from waterparks and castles to fun beach days. Mallorcans are very family-oriented and children are welcome in most settings. A few hotels are adult-only, but these are exceptions. Many hotels offer kids clubs with childcare and activities for all ages.


Sight Savings

Child concessions are usually available on admission fees to sights, attractions, museums and exhibitions, as well as on accommodation, however age ranges vary, so check in advance. Many places also offer a ‘free’ day (again check before visiting). Bear in mind, those days tend to be busier as a result. And, of course, beaches and parks are always free.

Kiddie Facilities

Reserve a cot (una cuna) or child’s bed (una camita) in advance when making your hotel booking – sometimes these cost extra. Nappy (pañal) changing facilities in public are somewhat limited. Pharmacies often close on Sundays, but one nearby usually does service for the neighbourhood. Hotels will call a doctor if needed.


Eating Out

Larger hotels and restaurants keyed to visitors tend to have kids’ menus (menú infantil). In smaller restaurants it's hit and miss but there are usually kid-friendly options if requested. Not all restaurants have high chairs (tronas), ask when booking and reserve it if it's essential.




Getting Around with Kids

Children under five travel free on public transport with discounts for those aged five to 12 years. You can hire car seats (about €10 per day) from most car-hire firms – be sure to reserve ahead or bring your own.




LATE NIGHTS & ADVANCE PLANNING

One of the main things you’ll notice about travelling with kids in Mallorca is that children stay out late and are usually welcome at most restaurants (particularly on terraces from where they can race around outdoors). If possible, it’s helpful to adjust your children to Spanish time (siestas help); otherwise they’ll miss half of what’s worth seeing. Also, bear in mind that many kid-geared sights and activities are only open from April to October, so always check before you set out to avoid disappointment (and tears).
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FESTIVAL FUN

Kids can live it up by participating in one of the many island festivals. These often include workshops (music, art and dance) for children and can be a direct way to connect to and appreciate local life and culture. Carnaval is usually a popular hit. In Palma, alongside the main Carnival parade, called Sa Rua, there's a carnival just for kids: Sa Rueta. The same goes for Sóller. Local libraries usually post information about upcoming events and workshops, both online and on noticeboards inside the library – a great way to find out about more unusual events.





Health & Safe Travel

INSURANCE

In these post-COVID-19 times, travel insurance while not compulsory is good to have. Take out a policy that covers flight disruption and cancellation, and medical care. EU travellers can use the European Health Insurance Card to cover emergency medical treatment free of charge.
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Bites & Stings

Mosquitoes can be an issue in warmer months, and if hiking watch out for ticks in long grass. Cover up (especially at dawn and dusk) and use anti-mosquito spray. A mosquito net can be handy if you're staying somewhere rural or without air-conditioning. Wasps can also be an issue in summer. Check for jellyfish before swimming. If you get stung, see the lifeguards.

Swim Safely

Be wary of pickpockets in heavily touristed areas and keep an eye out for distraction techniques (women offering good-luck flowers, dirt spotted on your shirt, people trying to sidetrack you in motorway rest areas). Never leave anything important lying unattended at the beach, as things can disappear instantly while your back is turned.


FIRES

In the summer months wildfires are a concern. Stay alert and responsible, particularly in forested areas.



SWIM SAFELY
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Green flag
Safe to swim
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Yellow flag
Exercise extreme caution, stay near lifeguards
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Orange flag
Lifeguard is not on duty
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Red flag
Dangerous conditions, banned from swimming
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Black flag
Beach is closed, there could be a dangerous risk to health

Cannabis

Cannabis has been decriminalised in Spain, but only for personal use and in small quantities. Public consumption, sale or purchase is illegal.


SOLO TRAVEL

Mallorca is a mostly safe and friendly destination, but the standard precautions are advised. If you receive unwanted attention, usually simply ignoring it (whether comments, catcalling or staring) will be sufficient. Inland and in the towns people tend to dress more conservatively, which is a good idea if you want to fit in.







Food, Drink & Nightlife


When to Eat

Desayuno (7am–9am) Light breakfast, often coffee and an ensaïmada.

Almuerzo (10am–11.30am) Heartier snack, often a bocadillo (baguette sandwich) or tostado (toasted baguette with savoury topping).

La Comida (1.30pm–3.30pm) Lunch, usually leisurely; a good-value menu del dia has several courses and coffee.

Merienda (5pm–7pm) Usually something sweet like cake and coffee, or yoghurt, fruit or a smoothie.

Tapas (6.30pm–8pm) Alternative to cena; small portions with drinks served in bars.

Cena (9pm–11pm) Dinner; lighter than lunch and typically eaten at home around 9pm, later on weekends if out with friends.



Where to Eat


Celler: Wine-cellar restaurant with classic home cooking Mallorcan-style

Chiringuito: Beach shack serving snacks, drinks, ice cream and sometimes tapas

Confitería: Also forn (bakery) or pastelería; sweet treats and pastries

Marisquería: Seafood restaurant

Taberna/Tasca: Rustic, tavern-style setting for hearty meals or tapas


MENU DECODER

Menus may be Catalan or Spanish. Most touristed places have English or German menus.

Café (con leche): Coffee (with milk)

Calamares: Squid

Carne de res: Beef

Cerdo: Pork

Cerveza/caña: Small beer

Chorizo: Sausage

Gazpacho: Cold vegetable soup

Jarra de vino: Wine jar

Pan: Bread

Patatas fritas: Chips/French fries

Pescado: Fish

Pollo: Chicken

Postre: Dessert

Mariscos: Seafood

Menu del dia: Good-value, set-price lunch

Raciónes: Small plates of food

Sin gluten: Gluten-free

Vaso de agua: Glass of water

Vegetariano: Vegetarian

Vino blanco: White wine

Vino tinto: Red wine
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HOW TO… How to Order a Coffee

Order a coffee and watch the world go by on a shade-dappled square. Want to order in Spanish? For espresso, ask for café solo, for a macchiato, ask for a cortado and if you prefer a latte, ask for a café con leche. If you want milk with only a little coffee, ask for manchado. Say descafeinado for decaffeinated. If you are asked ‘de máquina?’ they are checking if you are happy to have it from the espresso machine. For iced coffee, ask for con hielo (with ice). Carajillo will include a liqueur or brandy, and bombón is with condensed milk.

To do the same in Mallorquin: cafè amb llet (latte), cafè exprés (espresso), descafeïnat (decaf).

Have your coffee with an ensaïmada, a Mallorcan pastry made of sweet dough, powdered sugar and typically filled with cream or chocolate. Or have a slice of gató Mallorquí, an almond cake.


HOW MUCH FOR A…

Glass of wine
From €3

Coffee
€2

Pint of beer
€2–7

Ice cream
€4

Ensaïmada
€2

Lunch (menu of the day)
From €12

Dinner in a traditional restaurant
About €45 for 2 people

Wine-tasting
€18–65



HOW TO… How to Go Out

For some, an evening out starts early. For example, in Palma's Santa Catalina, come the end of the week, the Tardeo begins (early drinks and tapas). But more typically tapas and drinks begin at about 6.30pm and it calls for sampling food and drinks at a few different bars. Palma even has a dedicated tapas route, La Ruta Martiana (the Martian route; rutamartiana.wordpress.com).

Beach clubs crank up the music and move straight from daytime to evening mode. A sundowner at one, at a chiringuito (beach snack bar) on the sand or at a rooftop bar in Palma is sunset bliss. In Palma, especially, families and couples go for a paseo (evening stroll) along leafy Passeig des Born or La Rambla. Restaurants start serving at around 8.30pm and keep it up until about 11pm, and most people eat late (including families with children).

Bars get busy around 11pm onwards, and at about 1am people start heading from the bars to the clubs. Depending on the venue, you might want to get your name on the guest list in advance. In Palma, you get to choose between bars, clubs and a varied live-music scene, along with evening events such as open-air cinema screenings, outdoor recitals and concerts. Smaller towns and villages may have one or more particularly hopping bars or cafes where residents hang out.
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Did You Know?

The origin of the term tapas is unknown. Some think it comes from to 'tapar', or cover a drink with food, from when Andalucians used a slice of bread to protect glasses of sherry from flies.




WHY DO THE SPANISH EAT SO LATE?

With restaurants often not opening until 9pm and locals not eating until closer to 11pm, visitors to the island often wonder about Spanish eating hours. Why do they eat so late?

The most obvious reason seems to be a practical one – as it is so warm during the summer days, it makes sense that families and friends choose to eat together later in the day when the heat has died down.

However, there are other reasons too. Firstly, Spain used to be on Greenwich Mean Time, on the same longitude as the UK. However, in a show of solidarity with Germany during WWII, General Franco moved Spain to Central European Time – thereby shifting all the meal times forward an hour.

If you look at the meals a typical Spaniard eats in a day, you’ll see the day begins with breakfast (usually coffee and a pastry), then almuerzo (hearty snacks or sandwich), then lunch from 1.30pm to 3.30pm (and if at a restaurant this can be a three-course meal) and then a merienda, or afternoon snack (something sweet), about 5pm to 7pm. You start to see why cena (dinner) doesn't come until 9pm or later.







Responsible Travel

Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when travelling; Lonely Planet urges all travellers to engage with their travel carbon footprint, which will mainly come from air travel. While there often isn’t an alternative, travellers can look to minimise the number of flights they take, opt for newer aircrafts and use cleaner ground transport, such as trains. One proposed solution—purchasing carbon offsets—unfortunately does not cancel out the impact of individual flights. While most destinations will depend on air travel for the foreseeable future, for now, pursuing ground-based travel where possible is the best course of action.

The UN Carbon Offset Calculator shows how flying impacts a household’s emissions
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The ICAO’s carbon emissions calculator allows visitors to analyse the CO2 generated by point-to-point journeys
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Arts & Crafts

Support artisans in their shops – like Inca's shoe and leatherwork shops, ateliers such as those in Palma and Santanyí, or at weekly markets where you'll find handcrafted goods made with sustainable materials.

Good Grass

Sea grass (Poseidon grass or posidonia) is vital for hindering seabed erosion and for the oxygen it gives off, which helps clean the water, attract sealife and slow global warming by absorbing carbon dioxide. Try not to destroy it.
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Shop Organic

Self-catering? Shop organic at Palma's Mercat Ecològic de Palma (mercatecodepalma.org), weekly markets all over the island, health-food stores like Palma's NU Market or Agromart supermarkets.


Eat at a 0km restaurant. Béns D’Avall and Miceli are good examples of chefs growing and using local produce in their kitchens, a consistent aspect of Mallorcan cooking.




Leave the car behind and go hiking in the mountains or along the coastal routes. In Palma, rent a bike and cycle the city and its seafront promenade.



Animal Rescue Projects

Go on a horseriding trek in a natural park or by the sea with Naturacavall, which takes in horses in need of rescue and nurses them back to health.
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Green Planning

The government aims to create zonas verdes (green zones) in Palma to reduce flooding and environmental damage. Check out advocacy group Colectivo Palma Verde (facebook .com/ colectivopalmaverde). There's also an attempt to focus on solar energy and 'green' hydrogen created through solar power.


Eco-Tax

The eco-tax instituted in 2017 (visitors pay a small daily tax, added to their hotel stay) helps protect the environment by funding the upkeep of hiking routes, building new cycle paths, and restoring cultural heritage buildings and sites.

Banning Single-Use Plastic

In 2021 Mallorca banned single-use plastic. This does not yet extend to plastic bottles, so support organisations like cleanwave.org and refill your own water bottle. Use their free water-bottle refill points throughout the island, too.

Farm Visits

Champion organic farming like APAEMA (apaema.net) does. Visit member farms such as Ses Terres (sesterres.com) for an immersive experience and to purchase products directly. Learn about sustainable beekeeping at Mel Caramel, olive-oil production at Son Moragues or cheesemaking at Formatges Burguera.

Water, Water Everywhere, But Not a Drop to Drink

'In the Balearic Islands we have many things, but little water.' That's the campaign tagline for the international program (abaqua.cat) Mallorca joined to raise water-conversation awareness with tourists and in the travel sector.


Join a beach clean-up day run by a local environmental organisation, like Save the Med.




Eco-stays offer environmentally focused workshops and a sustainable ethos, along with plant-based cooking.
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Sponsor a Tree

Make a difference by paying for a tree planting with Fet a Sóller (fetasoller.com) who also has stores in Sóller and its port.




RESOURCES

mallorcapreservation.org
Spectacular marine, land and resources protection.
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savethemed.org
Marine preservation through education, beach clean-ups, plastics reduction.

[image: bar-code]

intranet.caib.es/rescabfront/autorizacion
Book to explore Cabrera national park – just 200 to 300 people can visit per day.

[image: bar-code]







LGBTIQ+ Travellers

In 2024 Spain ranked joint first (with Portugal, Malta, Canada and New Zealand) in the Spartacus Gay Travel Index of LGBTIQ+-friendly countries. In 2005 it became the fourth country in the world to legalise same-sex marriage and also legalised same-sex adoption (despite opposition from the Catholic Church). In Mallorca, Palma is the natural epicentre of a proud and prominent LGBTIQ+ culture.


Palma Pride & Ella International

Palma Pride Week gets cooking with events popping up over a week in June: concerts, DJs, masterclasses, performances, talks and storytelling, culminating in Pride Day on 28 June. Ben Amics hosts a street party and rally, and the Out! Film Festival (outfest.org) has a diverse program during Pride Week. See palma.cat for details.

Ella International Lesbian Festival (ellafestival.com) is usually in August, and welcomes lesbians and non-binary folk for parties, performances, talks and excursions. They also hit the beach with volleyball, yoga, paddlesurfing and more.
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NATIONAL ADVOCACY

Spain’s national Federación Estatal de Lesbianas, Gays, Trans & Bisexuales (FELGTBI+; felgtbi.org) is an advocacy group, which played a leading role in lobbying for the legalisation of same-sex marriage. It’s affiliated with many smaller local groups offering support and safe spaces across the country.



CURRENT EVENTS

For events listings and local news visit Gay Mallorca (gay-mallorca.blogspot.com), which is occasionally updated when something new is afoot.


Mallorca Gay Map

Have a look at mallorcagaymap.com for a guide to gay-friendly attractions on the island from restaurants, clubs and bars to hotels and beaches. It's also available in printed format from the tourist office in Palma.



LOCAL ADVOCATE BEN AMICS
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The island’s umbrella organisation for members of the LGBTIQ+ community is Ben Amics (benamics.com) and they can provide information on island life. They are based in Palma at Carrer Guillem Galmes 2 and the office is usually open 9am to 3pm, but you can also reach out on social media (Instagram @benamics).


Branching Out

Handy LGBTIQ+ guides for Spanish cities and Mallorca include Gay 4 U (gaytravel4u.com) and Shangay (shangay.com). Casal Lambda (lambda.cat) is an LGBTIQ+ social, cultural and information centre in Barcelona. Ibiza is an even more renowned LGBTIQ+ destination, a quick ferry ride from Mallorca.







Accessible Travel

Mallorca is a mix of accessibility-friendly and still having a way to go, but efforts are being made to make venues, sights and activities more adaptable. Due to the island's popularity, many organisations and businesses support travellers of varying needs.


Getting Around

Palma and many villages and towns have steep, cobbled streets, creating mobility and sight challenges. Train stations have wheelchair accessibility issues due to exit and entry barriers that are generally unstaffed.


Airport

The airport offers free assistance for travellers with reduced mobility (24/7), which includes help with check-in, security and moving around the terminal. Book at least 48 hours ahead via Aena (aena.es). It also has a new Hidden Disabilities initiative.




Accommodation

All newly constructed hotels in Mallorca must offer wheelchair-adapted rooms. Older buildings and rural accommodation are trickier. To ensure your needs are covered, contact the property in advance.



TAXIS

You can book a wheelchair-adapted taxi through companies such as adtbus.com and booktaximallorca.com. Book well in advance.

Bus Accessibility

EMT buses in Palma have ramps and a dedicated wheelchair space. Intercity buses around the island usually (but not always) offer a similar level of access. Not all have audible announcements.

Car Hire

Wheelchair-accessible vehicles are rare, but Kurt Rent a Car (rentacarkurt.com) has hand-control vehicles.

SIGHTS

Palma's cathedral has wheelchair access (but no way up to the roof terraces), as do other major sights, and Alcúdia has braille maps of the area available from the tourist office. But generally few sights have adaptive features.


RESOURCES

Accessible Spain Travel (accessiblespaintravel.com) Accessible holidays, including accomm-odation, private tours and a helpful listing of rooms with facilities and prices.

Once (once.es) Spanish association for those who are blind; sometimes publishes Braille guides.

Handisport Mallorca (handisportmallorca.org) Adaptive activities from sailing to diving, kayaking and golf.

COCEMFE (cocemfe.es) Spanish NGO offering support, including on Mallorca.

Spain is Accessible (spainisaccessible.com) Accessible tourism information.




Mallorca's beaches rarely have adaptive features. Larger resorts with smooth walkways next to beaches are easiest, but at the time of writing the only ones with access ramps and adapted facilities like amphibious chairs are Alcúdia, Palmanova, Magaluf, Sant Elm and Cala Millor, with reserved parking spaces, pavement access, support staff and amphibious chairs. There are also accessible bathrooms.





HOW TO… How to Enjoy Mallorca's Wildlife

All the Balearics are beautiful, but nature really pulled out the stops for Mallorca. Whether you're slow-touring the wild west's limestone cliffs, lounging on flour-white beaches or rambling remote capes, keep an eye out for the island's many endemic and migratory species.
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VISIT THE NATURAL PARKS

A full 40% of the island falls under some form of official environmental protection.



Know Your Wildlife

Lizards thrive around Mallorca, particularly on Illa de Sa Dragonera and Illa de Cabrera, which provides a refuge for 80% of the last surviving Balearic lizards (Podarcis lilfordi). Here they're protected from humans and other introduced species.

You’ll also find snakes, salamanders, tortoises and frogs, including the endangered ferreret (mountain toad). The insect world is alive and well, with bees, spiders and more than 300 moth species and 30 kinds of butterflies.

Birding Heaven

As a natural resting point between mainland Europe and Africa, and as one of the few Mediterranean islands with considerable wetlands, Mallorca is a wonderful birdwatching destination. Find many birdwatching sites on birdforum.net and birdinginspain.com.

Coastal regions draw over 200 species: sedentary (year-round), seasonal (migrate south after hatching chicks or to escape the cold winters) and migratory (rest briefly before continuing their journey). It’s impossible to predict what you’ll see, especially during spring and autumn migrations.

Birds of prey include Eleanora’s falcon, peregrine falcons, red kits, black vultures, eagles and owls.

Songbirds include Larks, hoopoe, warblers, finches, partridges, swifts, pipits and the nightingale.

Land Animals

The most charismatic (and easily visible) of Mallorca’s land animals (besides people and domesticated creatures) is the Mallorcan wild goat (Capra ageagrus hircus). Look for it in the Serra de Tramuntana, Cap des Pinar and Parc Natural de la Península de Llevant.

Other mammals include ferrets, rabbits, bats, hedgehogs and feral cats (a threat to bird populations).

Marine Life

Sperm whales, pilot whales and finback whales feed offshore. Also swimming here are bottlenose and white-sided dolphins. Scuba divers spot barracuda, octopus, moray eels, grouper, cardinal fish, damsel fish, starfish, sea urchins, sponges and corals.

Don't Forget the Plants

The Balearic Islands claim more than 120 endemic species and provide a fertile home to countless more. Plants of the Balearic Islands, by Anthony Bonner, is the definitive guide to Mallorca’s flora and the ideal companion for budding botanists who plan to spend lots of time hiking.





Nuts & Bolts

OPENING HOURS

High-season hours are provided in this book. Many resort restaurants and hotels close November to March.

Banks 8.30am–2pm Monday to Friday, some 9am–1pm Saturday

Bars 7pm–3am

Cafes 9am–7pm

Clubs midnight–6am Thursday to Saturday

Post offices 8.30am–9.30pm Monday to Friday, to 2pm Saturday

Restaurants 1–3.30pm and 7.30–11pm

Shopping malls 10am–10pm

Shops 10am–2pm and 4.30–7.30pm or 5–8pm Monday to Friday, 10am–1pm Saturday

Supermarkets 10am–9pm Monday to Saturday

Smoking

Many Mallorcans smoke. Smoking is banned in enclosed public spaces and on open-air terraces at bars and restaurants. Smoking is also illegal on some beaches.


Tap Water

Tap water is generally safe to drink, but quality varies. Ask your accommodation if it's drinkable, and fill up at free water-bottle refill stations.

Toilets

Public toilets are rare. Pop into a shopping centre, or grab coffee in a bar to use the toilet.




GOOD TO KNOW

Time Zone
GMT/UTC plus 1 hour; daylight saving late March to late October.

Country Code
+34

Emergency number
112

Population
945,000



Electricity
220V/50Hz
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PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

Cap d’Any (New Year’s Day) 1 January

Epifania del Senyor (Epiphany) 6 January

Dia de les Illes Balears (Balearic Islands Day) 1 March

Dijous Santa (Holy Thursday) March/April

Divendres Sant (Good Friday) March/April

Diumenge de Pasqua (Easter Sunday) March/April

Festa del Treball (Labour Day) 1 May

L’Assumpció (Feast of the Assumption) 15 August

Festa Nacional d’Espanya (Spanish National Day) 12 October

Tots Sants (All Saints) 1 November

Dia de la Constitució (Constitution Day) 6 December

L’Immacula da Concepció (Feast of the Immaculate Conception) 8 December

Nadal (Christmas) 25 December

Segona Festa de Nadal (Boxing Day) 26 December





Language

Mallorca is a bilingual island, with Spanish and Catalan (català), or its local dialect, Mallorquin, all in use. Spanish remains the lingua franca, especially between Mallorquins and other Spaniards or foreigners.


Basics

Hello. Hola. o·la

Goodbye. Adiós. a·dyos

Yes. Sí. see

No. No. no

Please. Por favor. por fa·vor

Thank you. Gracias. gra·thyas

How are you? ¿Qué tal? ke tal

Fine, thanks. Bien, gracias. byen gra·thyas

Excuse me. Perdón. per·don

Sorry. Lo siento. lo syen·to

What’s your name? ¿Cómo se llama Usted? ko·mo se lya·ma oo·ste

My name is … Me llamo … me lya·mo …

Do you speak English? ¿Habla (inglés)? a·bla (een·gles)

I don’t understand. Yo no entiendo. yo no en·tyen·do

Directions

Where’s …?

¿Dónde está …? don·de es·ta …

What’s the address?

¿Cuál es la dirección? kwal es la dee·rek·thyon

Could you please write it down?

¿Puede escribirlo, por favor? pwe·de es·kree·beer·lo por fa·vor

Can you show me (on the map)?

¿Me lo puede indicar (en el mapa)? me lo pwe·de een·dee·kar (en el ma·pa)

Signs

Abierto Open

Cerrado Closed

Entrada Entrance

Hombres Men

Mujeres Women

Prohibido Prohibited

Salida Exit

Servicios/Aseos Toilets

Time

What time is it? ¿Qué hora es? ke o·ra es

It’s (10) o’clock. Son (las diez). son (las dyeth)

Half past (10). Es (la una) y media. es (la oo·na) ee me·dya

morning mañana. ma·nya·na

afternoon tarde. tar·de

evening noche. no·che

yesterday ayer. a·yer

today hoy. oy

tomorrow mañana. ma·nya·na

Emergencies

Help! ¡Socorro! so·ko·ro

Go away! ¡Vete! ve·te

I’m ill. Estoy enfermo/a. es·toy en·fer·mo/a (m/f)

Call …! ¡Llame …! lya·me

     a doctor a un médico. a oon me·dee·ko

     the police a la policía. a la po·lee·thee·a

Eating & drinking

What would you recommend?

¿Qué recomienda? ke re·ko·myen·da

Cheers! ¡Salud! sa·loo

That was delicious.

¡Estaba buenísimo! es·ta·ba bwe·nee·see·mo


NUMBERS

1

uno oo·no

2

dos dos

3

tres tres

4

cuatro kwa·tro

5

cinco theen·ko

6

seis seys

7

siete sye·te

8

ocho o·cho

9

nueve nwe·ve

10

diez dyeth




Donations to English

Numerous – you may recognise canyon, guerrilla, ranch, tornado…



Distinctive sounds

The strong and rolled ‘r’, harsh and guttural ‘kh’ and lisping ‘th’.

False Friends

Warning: many Spanish words look like English words but have a different meaning altogether, eg suburbio soo·boor·byo is a slum district, not a suburb (which is barrio ba·ryo in Spanish).

Must-Know Grammar

Spanish has a formal and informal word for ‘you’ (Usted oo·ste and tú too respectively). The verbs also have a different ending for each person, like the English ‘I do’ vs ‘he/she does’.


Mallorquin Basics

Mallorquin is spoken by the islanders, who are proud of their Balearic roots. If you greet and thank people in Mallorquin (particularly in the interior of the island away from the tourist hubs) you’ll be rewarded with a warm smile.

Hello Bon dia (Bon di-a) meaning ‘good day’, or hola (ola) meaning hello

Good afternoon Bona tarda (bo-a tard) for use after around 3pm

How are you? Uep, com anam? Uep (wh-ep) is very common Mallorcan usage, a filler word used as a interjectory ‘well’ or ‘oh’ or ‘hi’. Com anam means ‘how is it going?’ The typical response is Bé, tot bé (Well, all good).

Please Si us plau

Thank you Gràcis

Yes Sí

No No

Don’t mention it De res

Goodbye Adèu (day-ooh)/Fins un altra! Meaning ‘until next time’ in sense of ‘see you soon’ or ‘see you again’.



Who speaks Spanish?

Spanish, or Castilian (castellano) is primarily the language of Castille (covering the largest territory in Spain). However, thanks to Christopher Columbus’ travels to the New World in 1492 and Spanish colonisation, the language spread across Latin America, to countries such as Cuba, Ecuador and Guatemala. There it has evolved differently to the Spanish of Europe.
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STORYBOOK

Our writers delve deep into different aspects of Mallorcan life





A History of Mallorca in 15 Places

Situated in the busy heart of the Mediterranean, Mallorca has long been fought over by invaders, pirates and conquering rulers.

Alexis Averbuck

Emblematic Beaches: How Mallorca is Fighting for Their Survival

How Mallorca became one of the world’s favourite beach-holiday destinations, and what you can do to help preserve it.on

Alexis Averbuck and Isabella Noble

The Creative Island

Artists love Mallorca for its light and its landscapes, and writers have long found a quiet corner in which to work undisturbed.
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A HISTORY OF MALLORCA IN
15 PLACES

Situated in the busy heart of the Mediterranean, Mallorca has long been fought over by invaders, pirates and conquering rulers. You can trace its history through its layers of landmarks and emblematic places, its language and long-held traditions, and in its architecture and natural environment. By Alexis Averbuck


MALLORCA HAS LONG been a key trading and sea port with its useful location in the Mediterranean, a crossroads between east and west. From its mysterious prehistoric roots and the Talayotic Bronze and Iron Ages, it then passed through Carthaginian, Phoenician, Greek, Roman, Vandal and Byzantine hands. The island settled into a long, and mostly peaceful, period of Moorish rule, before the arrival of the 13th-century Christian conquistadors from Aragón. Remnants of this rich history, punctuated by almost constant pirate and corsair raids, can be found across the island.

In more recent centuries, Mallorca’s geographical proximity to the southern reaches of mainland Europe, and its trading in particular with France, is evidenced in the linguistic heritage on the west of the island, and in the artistic and creative influences in its painting, Modernist architecture and in its literature.

Traditions hold firm on Mallorca, despite its astoundingly high tourist numbers (more than 10 million arrive each year), and beyond the tourist resorts dominating parts of its coastline, it remains a natural paradise. It’s a haven for hikers and nature lovers, with a strong local identity and rich cultural traditions that residents work (and play) hard to preserve.

1. Ses Païsses, Artà

PREHISTORIC MYSTERIES

Dotted around the countryside of Mallorca and Menorca are rock formations, burial chambers, circular dwellings and hillside talayots (tower-like stone-built structures). This is all that remains of the mysterious Bronze and Iron Age Talayotic culture that emerged across the two easternmost Balearic Islands up to 4000 years ago, before the Phoenicians and Romans landed here. Among the most intriguing are Mallorca’s Ses Païsses, near Artà in the northeast where excavations in 1960 unearthed Talayotic ceramics, burial and iron tools, fragments of bone and charcoal.

Other Talayotic sites on the island include Capocorb Vell in the south, Necropolis de Son Real near Ca’n Picafort and several sites around Costitx.

For more on Ses Païsses.

2. Pollèntia

ROMAN RULE

The Romans arrived to Mallorca in 123 BCE, protecting their ships with leather against the stone slingshots of Balearic warriors. Roman Consul Quintus Caecilius Metellus brought 3000 settlers from Iberia and built Palmeria (modern-day Palma) and Pollèntia, an important town in the northeast, which became the Roman capital of the Balearics. Today, cruise the well-signposted excavated site, and imagine grand temples, the marketplace, tabernae (shops) and noble houses that made up the town. Soak up the sunshine on the stone seats of the teatro romano (amphitheatre). The islanders adapted to life under Roman rule, but by 426 Mallorca was under attack again, this time by the Vandals, then later by the Byzantines in 534.

For more on Pollèntia.

3. Carrer de Monti-Sion

PALMA’S JEWISH QUARTER

Carrer de Monti-Sion, in Palma’s Sa Calatrava district, was once home to several thousand Jews. Earliest records of Jewish people on Mallorca date from 70 CE. Thriving under Muslim rule in the Medina Mayurka, many Jews held important roles and often spoke Catalan, Spanish, Hebrew, Arabic and Latin. However, they were treated harshly under Christian rule following the 1229 conquest, and locked in the ghetto on Carrer de Monti-Sion at night. In the 14th century, synagogues were converted into churches. The Monti-Sion synagogue became Esglesia del Monti-Sion. Many were forced to convert to Christianity and were targeted by the Inquisition.

Little remains of the original synagogue except for the lower foundation stones, between which you’ll see pieces of paper inscribed with wishes. Visit Palma’s Centre Maimó ben Faraig for an exhibition charting Mallorcan Jewish history.

For more on Monti-Sion.

[image: jpg]

Carrer de Monti-Sion | JIMMONKPHOTOGRAPHY/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

4. Banys Àrabs

MOORISH MALLORCA

The relatively short period of Byzantine rule waned with the centuries of Islamic settlement. Many fascinating remains of Moorish rule remain on the island, including the Banys Àrabs (Arab baths) in Palma’s Old Town and the Alfàbia water gardens in Bunyola. Palma’s Palau de l’Almudaina was once the al-qasr (fortress palace). The legacy is also seen in sophisticated irrigation methods with underground reservoirs and terraced slopes (Banyalbufar), and centuries-old olive trees, remnants of their agricultural practice.

Another enduring reminder of Mallorca’s Moorish past is its place names: villages such as Binibasi and Binissalem; names ending in -x, such as mountain villages Fornalutx and Teix; and places beginning with Al-, such as Almundiana or Alfàbia.

For more on Banys Àrabs.

5. Puig de Randa

FATHER OF LITERARY CATALAN

Ramon Llull (1232–1316), born in Palma, was a theologian, philosopher, writer and a key founding father of Catalan as a literary language. Having spent his hedonistic younger years at the court, in 1267 he had five visions of Christ crucified, sought meditative guidance as a hermit on the Puig de Randa, and his life course changed entirely. He trained in Hebrew and Arabic, sought moral and theological training, set up a monastery to teach Eastern languages and theology, and set out travelling through Europe, North Africa and the Near East, preaching conversion. Visit Aula de Gramática in the Santuari de Nostra Senyora de Cura to see original manuscripts written by Llull.

For more on the Santuari de Nostra Senyora de Cura.

6. Santuari de Lluc

SPIRITUAL HEART OF THE ISLAND

Legend has it that in the years following the Christian Reconquista of the island in 1229, a young boy named Lluc found a statue of the Virgin Mary in the Serra de Tramuntana. He brought it to a church, where the priest gave it a place of honour. The next day it was found back in the mountains, which was taken as a miracle, and thus became the site of Mallorca’s most holy sanctuary, the Monestir de Lluc.

Famous as a place of tranquillity and reflection (where guests can overnight in rooms, camping or at a nearby mountain refuge), it’s also home to the Blauets, a famous children’s choir, who sing most Sundays.

For more on the Santuari de Lluc.

7. Castell de Bellver

GOTHIC FORTRESS

Castell de Bellver, built on a hilltop outside Palma overlooking the city under orders of James II in 1300, is an imposing Gothic-style circular castle which took more than nine years to build. Originally home of the kings of Mallorca, it was later used as a medieval prison, a money-printing factory for a brief time, and then again as a prison for Republican prisoners during the Spanish Civil War.

It is now home to the Museu d’Historia de la Ciutat (Palma’s history museum) and is also used for cultural events. From its terraced roof you have 360-degree views stretching over Palma and the Badia de Palma.

For more on Castell de Bellver.

8. Alcúdia City Walls

GET MEDIEVAL ON IT

The medieval city walls surrounding the Old Town of Alcúdia, dating back to the 14th century, echo to the period following the Reconquista (the reconquest of Muslim-held territory by the Christian kingdoms). With 26 towers, 1.5km of perimeter walls in an unusual pentagon shape and a moat to protect the walled city, Alcúdia was able to keep out attackers from this strategic northern point.

For more walled towns and fortress buildings from medieval times, visit Capdepera’s Medieval Fair in May, which is held on its stronghold city walls; and Palma’s Palau de l’Almudiana (once a Moorish al-qasr).

For more on Alcúdia’s city walls.

9. La Beata Processions

CELEBRATING A 16TH-CENTURY SAINT

One of the most evocative of the (many) festivals on the island is La Beata, a celebration of Santa Catalina Tomás (1531–74), patron saint of Mallorca. She hailed from Valldemossa and it is here that celebrations begin on 28 July each year. (They’re also held in Santa Margalida in September.) These festivals date to 1792 when she was beatified, and now people dress in traditional costume or as dimonis (demons) and process through the streets accompanied by musicians, marching bands and a series of ornate floats, each themed around a moment from the saint’s life.

For more on La Beata.

10. Pirate Watchtowers

16TH- & 17TH-CENTURY DEFENCE

A network of lookout towers dot the coast of Mallorca, and the islands of Dragonera and Cabrera. Mostly built in the 16th and 17th century, when the islands were plagued with pirate or corsair incursions, these watchtowers were manned to scan the sea for incoming invaders. At the first sighting a fire would be lit at the tower, sending smoke signals to the neighbouring towers and spreading the word so that local populations could prepare.

Best examples to visit include the Torre des Verger, near Banyalbufar, and the Torre de Albercutx in Pollença, which has incredible panoramic views for miles.

For more watchtowers.

11. Illa de Cabrera

PRISONERS FROM NAPOLEONIC WARS

Once home to thousands of French prisoners during the Napoleonic Wars of the early 19th century, today Cabrera island is a pristine nature park and a tranquil hub for marine conservation. Some 12,000 French troops, defeated by the Spanish and British during the 1808 Battle of Bailén, were marooned on Cabrera island with little food, water or shelter. Many died from malnutrition and disease.

A little museum on the island (accessible by boat from Colònia de Sant Jordi) shares some of the history, as does the Centro de Visitantes Parque Nacional de Cabrera in Colònia de Sant Jordi.

For more on Illa de Cabrera.

12. Sóller Train

ART NOUVEAU AND MODERNIST LIFE

Take the historic 1912 train from Palma to the Golden Valley town of Sóller. Before the railway line was created (requiring 13 tunnels through the Serra de Tramuntana), Sóller was a place apart, with stronger trading links and connections with France than with the rest of the island. It’s reflected still today in the Solleric dialect.

Sóller is famous for citrus fruits, and the orange trees were originally planted by French farmers who fled the 1789 French Revolution to settle in the town. Later local emigrants, returning from France, brought back art nouveau (Modernist) influences to be seen in the stunning architecture in the town’s leafy main square and the grand houses dotted around the town.

For more on Sóller and its train.

13. Platja des Trenc

WHITEWASHED WWII BUNKERS

On Es Trenc, a wild beach stretching for miles on the south of the island, you will find large whitewashed bunkers, painted with emotive phrases or sayings. These were originally built as defensive bunkers during WWII, should there have been a landing. There never was, but the bunkers remain, more art installation now than a line of defence.

For more on Es Trenc.

14. Hotel Formentor

20TH-CENTURY GOLDEN AGE

In 1950s Franco-era Spain, Mallorca became a tourism hub, with the first planes of tourists landing near Cap de Formentor in the north. Hotel Formentor, built by Argentinian Adan Diehl in 1928, became synonymous with glamour and good times – guests over the years included Charlie Chaplin, Audrey Hepburn, Ava Gardner, Elizabeth Taylor, Gary Cooper, Grace Kelly, Winston Churchill and F Scott Fitzgerald. It also was an important hub for writers of the day, bringing together people such as Jorge Luis Borges, Camilo José Cela, Robert Graves, Italo Calvino and many others.

The old Hotel Formentor is no more, but you can visit its beach while it’s being rehabbed into a Four Seasons hotel.

For more on Hotel Formentor.

15. Posidonia & Turquoise Waters

21ST-CENTURY ECOLOGICAL WOES

One of the emblematic sights of the Balearic Islands is its turquoise water. The seawater in these parts is this luminous shade due to the effects of posidonia grasses on the seabed. Posidonia has lived in the Mediterranean for more than 100,000 years, but lately has been under threat in Mallorca due to tourism damage and a lack of adequate marine protection.

Recent years have seen tourist numbers skyrocket in high season, putting resources under strain, and impacting the natural environment. Successive island governments have proposed various environmental plans to turn Mallorca into more of an eco-destination but there’s still much to be done to create a sustainable island future.

For more on posidonia and responsible travel.
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EMBLEMATIC BEACHES
HOW MALLORCA IS FIGHTING FOR THEIR SURVIVAL

How Mallorca became one of the world’s favourite beach-holiday destinations, and what you can do to help preserve it. By Alexis Averbuck and Isabella Noble


THE WORD ‘MALLORCA’ alone conjures up images of sun-dappled beaches, rainbow-coloured swimwear and sizzling paellas devoured beside the deep-blue Mediterranean. But where did Spanish beach culture first emerge? And how’s Mallorca doing now? Grab your bikini and beach hat – nos vamos a la playa (we’re off to the beach).

A Centuries-Old Backstory

The sun-roasted sands along the Mediterranean shore make up Spain’s most-loved beach-holiday playground. This is the world of the classic beach escape – the busy Costa del Sol in Andalucía, the hugely popular Costa Blanca in Valencia and the pine-dusted Costa Brava in Catalonia. But just offshore sit the the four blissful Balearic Islands, with their dazzling turquoise coves – the stalwarts of the country’s tourism industry since it first bloomed in the 1960s.

It might sound impossible these days, but Spain didn’t really enter the vacation-history books until the 19th century. From uber-glam Marbella to lively Benidorm, many of the country’s most popular beach towns started life as small, quiet fishing villages. From the 17th century on, wealthy British men, in particular, travelled to Italy and France on culture-focused Grand Tours. This kicked off the idea of the veraneo (summer holiday). In the 19th century, balneario (bathhouse or spa) tourism became the thing, both in Spain and across Europe. Eventually, from the early 20th century the beaches themselves grew into the main attraction. Interestingly, it was northern Spain’s beaches that first captured widespread attention, with places like San Sebastián promoted internationally as idyllic seaside retreats. From here the trend spread to the sunny strands lining the Med. Of course, things came to a standstill in the 1930s with the onset of the devastating Spanish Civil War, and it wasn’t until the 1950s that Spaniards themselves began taking what we now think of as summer beach holidays.

Though international tourism along Spain’s Mediterranean coast really kicked off in the 1960s, Scandinavian tourists had already landed in Mallorca and Ibiza in the late 1940s and early 1950s, bringing along their bikinis – a once-scandalous, French-born garment never before seen in staunchly Catholic Franco-era Spain. Big beach hotels, apartment blocks and tour operators began to pop up in the 1970s, including chains like Meliá, Barceló and Iberostar that still remain key players. Then came the internet and budget airlines in the 2000s, and the rest is history.
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Beach Culture

Today, a fierce love for la playa (the beach) or platje, in Mallorquin, is deeply ingrained in island culture. Around 70% of Spaniards prefer to stick to their own coastline when summer rolls in. Why bother with the hassle of travelling abroad when you have Mallorca’s coves and the Caribbean-feel beaches of Formentera on your doorstep?

A day at the beach here feels almost like a ritual. You arrive early, pick your patch carefully, set up your umbrella and settle in. This little pocket is yours until you head home. As always in Mallorca, there’s fabulous food involved too. Part of the fun is bagging a table at your favourite chiringuito (beach bar), where shady terraces, cool drinks and super-fresh seafood provide the perfect accompaniment to summer heat. The bigger your group of family and friends, the better.

A Bright Beachy Future?

The most recent chapter for many of Mallorca’s beaches is inevitably intertwined with growing concerns about the overtourism felt by many popular coastal destinations worldwide. Ever-growing numbers of beachgoers, rising sea pollution and other global issues are pushing these natural spaces to the brink, while uncontrolled growth of private beachfront apartments and house rentals for tourism purposes are pricing out local residents, particularly in seaside cities. As a result, since 2018 Palma has banned Airbnb-style tourist apartments, and in 2022, the Balearics brought in a ban on creating new hotels and other tourist accommodations until at least 2026.

Other steps being taken to protect beaches and combat overtourism (2022 saw more than 10 million tourists visit Mallorca; the island’s total population is less than one million) include banning smoking on some beaches. Beach clean-ups are on the rise and major campaigns encourage people to visit outside peak summer tourism months of July and August. All across the Balearics, projects to protect the important posidonia sea grass (and by extension the coastline itself) have been recently introduced (and the island of Menorca has kept many of its glittering coves inaccessible by road for years in order to help protect its natural beauty).

Sustainability & the Fight to Limit Tourism’s Effects

On the Day of Tourism in September 2022, as Mallorca was celebrating the best in the tourism sector, a large public rally took place to highlight concern about unchecked mass tourism and its negative impact on island life. In 2024, over 10,000 people marched in a series of protests and staged sit-ins on popular beaches under the slogan Canviem el Rumb: posem límits al turisme (Change course: limit tourism). Mallorca is, indeed, heavily reliant on tourism – the island has about 200,000 jobs reliant on visitors; and tourism is 45% of its GDP. Yet there is a strong public desire to move away from balearización (favouring short-term profit over sustainable practice), and innovative models of responsible tourism are growing in popularity. In 2024, a new law came into effect banning public consumption of alcohol in parts of Mallorca and Ibiza, and the mayor of Palma has proposed other changes.

Water usage is a major concern, too, especially with the impacts of climate change (in 2022 Mallorca experienced its highest-ever temperature, 44.5°C, and July 2023 was the hottest on record), drought and heavily reduced reservoir levels.

Environmentally conscious enterprises are on the rise. Circle Carbon Labs works to remove CO₂ from the atmosphere through regenerative soil, improving soil biodiversity and plant yield. Xfuel deploys systems for creating alternative biofuels to battle CO₂ emissions. Mallorca Film Commission’s innovative Green Film Shoots programme promotes an ecofriendly filmmaking environment.

Island-wide examples also abound of creative, artisanal entrepreneurship with locally produced products, often using centuries-old techniques. Initiatives such as mallorcalma.com showcase slow-living and sustainable tourism organisations (like Amics de la Terra with made-in-tramuntana.org) and organic, zero-waste shopping, making it easier to do your part.





THE CREATIVE
ISLAND

Artists love Mallorca for its light and its landscapes, and writers have long found a quiet corner in which to work undisturbed.


MALLORCA HAS BEEN a source of inspiration for centuries – Joan Miró felt such an affinity for his maternal homeland that he moved to Palma from his birth city, Barcelona, while local legend Miquel Barceló adds vibrant colour to galleries across the island. You can browse edgy exhibitions in Palma alongside deep-rooted literary, arts and crafts traditions – from songs at festes (festivals) to leather-makers in Inca, where funky footwear label Camper took its first steps.

An Artist’s Life

Argentian writer Luis Borges declared that Mallorca is happiness, and indeed many writers, artists, filmmakers and creatives agree with him. Longtime Deià resident, poet and novelist Robert Graves loved the island tranquillity, saying the Mallorcan countryside was admirable for those whose minds teemed with ideas. Barcelona-born artist and writer Santiago Rusiñol was drawn to the calm landscapes, silent valleys and ancient mountain routes of, as he called it, la meravellosa illa (the marvellous island).

Who’s Who of Mallorcan Writers

In one sense, Mallorcan literature began with the island’s medieval conqueror, Jaume I (1208–76), who recorded his daring deeds in El llibre dels fets (The Book of Deeds). He wrote in Catalan, a language that the Palma-born poet and visionary evangelist Ramon Llull (1232–1316) would elevate to a powerful literary tool.

One of the island’s greatest poets was reclusive Miquel Bauça (1940–2005). His Una bella història (1962–85) is a major achievement. Llorenç Villalonga (1897–1980), born into an elite Palman family and trained in medicine, was one of Mallorca’s top 20th-century novelists. Baltasar Porcel (1937–2009) was the doyen of contemporary island literature. L’Emperador o l’ull del vent (The Emperor or the Eye of the Wind, 2001) is a dramatic tale about the imprisonment of thousands of Napoleon’s soldiers on Illa de Cabrera. Carme Riera (b 1948, Palma) has written an impressive series of novels, short stories, scripts and more. Guillem Frontera (b 1945, Ariany) has produced engaging crime novels, particularly the 1980 La ruta dels cangurs (The Kangaroo Route).

Mallorca’s many accomplished writers have not only created works of enduring significance, but have been instrumental in establishing Catalan and Mallorquin as literary languages. The works of many of these have now been translated, inviting us into a rich literary scene. Find out more at escriptors.cat.
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Foreign Friends

In addition to Graves and Borges, many well-known foreign authors were also inspired by Mallorca, including Rubén Darío, DH Lawrence and Jules Verne. In 1936, after a stay in then little-known Pollença, Agatha Christie wrote the short thriller Problem at Pollensa Bay. In Delta of Venus, Anaïs Nin set an erotic short story, ‘Mallorca’, in Deià where she lived for a year during 1941. The tale deals with a local girl who gets into an erotic tangle with a pair of foreigners and pays a high price. Nowadays, memoirs abound about life on the island, though they may be a little less spicy than Nin’s works.

Get Involved

Fantastic organisation Mallorca Literaria (mallorcaliteraria.cat) can connect you to the island’s literary heritage on guided walks and visits to museums Casa-Museu Llorenç Villalonga and Museu de la Paraula in Sant Joan, plus events celebrating the local oral tradition of glosa, a kind of poetic spoken-word battle.

Palma’s world of bookshops draws tourists and locals alike – a great chance to browse Mallorcan titles.

Painting & Sculpture

Towering above everyone else in modern island art is local icon, Miquel Barceló (b 1957, Felanitx). His profile has been especially high since the unveiling in 2007 of one of his more controversial masterpieces, a ceramic depiction of the miracle of the loaves and fishes in Palma’s cathedral.

Island villages are home to artist studios for painting, sculpting, glassblowing and ceramics, while larger towns have art galleries and museums showing both emerging artists and famous figures – including Miró and Pablo Picasso. Walk Palma’s Old Town streets and you’ll discover dozens of galleries but if you explore the fringes of the centre, you’ll find a new breed of edgier spaces, like L21 Gallery, Tube Gallery and Esblank.

A visit to Miró’s studio, just outside Palma, is a must for any art lover. The mother of the Catalan icon came from Sóller (where the train station has a brilliant room of his work) and he lived the last 27 years of his life in Cala Major, where his former home and studios (still as he left them) are now a world-class museum.

Less well known but nonetheless prolific is Palma-born Ferran García Sevilla (b 1949), whose canvases are frequently full of primal colour and strong shapes. Joan Costa (b 1961, Palma) is one of the island’s key contemporary sculptors.

Or head back in time at Palma’s Museu Diocesà for mid-15th-century work from artists like Rafel Mòger (c 1424–70) and Frenchman Pere Niçard who created one of the era’s most important works, Sant Jordi. The outstanding sculptor of this time was Guillem Sagrera, who did much of the detail work on Sa Llotja.

Through the centuries, many mainland Spanish artists came to Mallorca, including Josep Maria Sert (1874–1945), whose murals you can see in Palma’s Palau March and whose nephew, Josep Lluís Sert (1902–83), famously designed one of Miró’s studios.

Art & Film Festivals

If you visit in September, make time for Nit de l’Art, a fantastic night of free galleries and museums. Mallorca has long influenced filmmakers as well – local luminaries include renowned film director, screenwriter and actor Agustí Villaronga – and the Evolution Film Festival is the island’s largest, most international cinematic event.

[image: jpg]

Carme Riera | CARLOS R. ALVAREZ/WIREIMAGE/GETTY IMAGES ©





[image: jpg]

ISAAC BUJ/EUROPA PRESS VIA GETTY IMAGES ©

“How lucky I was to be in Palma at Carnaval, pressed into the crowd as the samba-style drummers thronged down La Rambla.”
ALEXIS AVERBUCK
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“Nothing beats passing fragrant plates of Mallorcan food between friends, laughing, drinking and telling tall tales.”
ALEXIS AVERBUCK
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BICYCLE

Bike-hire outfits abound

and make circulating beyond
the city centre (best seenon
foot) ajoy initself. Most have
e-bikes which give some handy
assistance on your journey.

BUS, METRO & TRAIN

Reliable city (emtpalma.cat) and
regional (tib.org) buses serve
beach resorts and towns around
Palma. The metro has eight stops
within the city and trains run
from the Estaci6 Intermodal

de Palma with Séller's

vintage train next door.

Central

Palma
Museu Fundacion
52 Juan March

1 Palau March

Porto Pi

Santa Catalina

Quaint former sailors’ district now plump

with eateries and bars surrounding its central
market, a 10-minute walk from the cathedral.

Badia de
Palma

Palma de
Mallorca
Airport

Central Palma

Absorbing, walkable and wonderful trove of
architecture, art, restaurants and bars, with

year-round zip.

Badia de Palma

Grand promenade-fronted bay lined with
marinas, resorts, former fishing villages,
thrumming beaches and the occasional
blissfully clear cove.
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CAR
Hiring a car is the easiest way to
navigate this part of the island.
However, some areas are very
congested with traffic in high
summer, so seek alternatives by
local bus if travelling during this
time, or hire a scooter instead.

BUS

Buses run between the main
resorts along the coast and

to the main towns of Arta and
Capdepera from both Palma
and Pollenca in the northwest.
Services are not plentiful and
journey times can be long.
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Western Mallorca
& Tramuntana
Mountains

SOARING MOUNTAINS,
ENTHRALLING VILLAGES,
COBALT SEAS

Frédéric Chopin, who lived in
Valldemossa, had it right: ‘a sky
like turquoise, a sea like lapis lazuli,
mountains like emerald, air like
heaven’. Hike some of Mallorca’s
top trails, dine in restaurants
suspended on cliffs over the
Mediterranean and roam from
village to village, soaking up their
unique charms.

Palma &
Badia de Palma

SPARKLING CITY AT THE HEART

OF MALLORCA

Moorish meets Modernista in Palma’s

captivating streets where stunning

monuments, churches and mansions

meet art galleries, eateries and

creative shops. Festivals, markets and

culture aplenty add to the appeal.
You can go from relaxing on one of

the bay’s many golden-sand beaches
to cafe-lounging and bar-hopping at

night.

Western Mallorca &
Tramuntana Mountains

@®
Palma & Badia
de Palma

The Interior

VINEYARDS, HAMLETS AND SOULFUL
SANCTUARIES

Get decadent at the celler restaurants and in the
vineyards of central Mallorca, visiting laid-back
honey-coloured towns along the way. Or take
the soulful route at sanctuaries with incredible
panoramic views, overnighting in a mountain
refuge. Time your visit for fantastic markets,
springtime wildflowers or bodacious autumn
harvest festivals.

Northeastern Mallorca

ROMAN RUINS, BLISSFUL BEACHES,
HISTORIC TOWNS

Learnabout the Roman past at Polléntia,
walk medieval city walls in Alcudia or catch
golden-hour light on Capdepera's castle. Hike in
peaceful Parc Natural de la Peninsula de Llevant,
discovering its remote coves; get up early to
birdwatch in premier Parc Natural de S’Albufera;
and surf, sail or laze in the sun on sweeping
Badia d’Alcudia.

Northeastern
Mallorca

The Interior

Southern Mallorca

SOUtheaStern SUPER BEACHES ALONGSIDE INTERESTING
Mallorca TOWNS

With boutique boltholes and fabulous fincas,
astay in the south serves up calas, fishing
harbours and sunny sandstone towns where art
and cuisine reign. Tour ancient Bronze Age sites,
laze on several of the island’s best beaches and
explore natural parks at Mondragé and offshore
Illa de Cabrera.
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