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The Journey Begins Here
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Cala Vedella | BALATE.DORIN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Ibiza thrums with energy. Whether it’s the throngs sliding into a shared groove at the largest, hottest clubs in the world, the still-evident hippy heritage and rich ibicenco culture, or the back-to-the-earth farmers channelling good vibes and abundant growth, this island has a one-of-a-kind feel. It’s not huge, but it’s huge in heart, where you can easily journey from its historic, majestic Dalt Vila ramparts to the clear azure waters at its fantastic beaches and coves. I love exploring its multiple sides, feeling the human-made, dynamic culture, and then easing into the ancient resonance of the land, the sea and the sky.
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Alexis Averbuck

alexisaverbuck.com

Alexis paints and writes about her adventures – from living in Antarctica for a year to crossing the Pacific by sailboat – for Lonely Planet, National Geographic UK and other international outlets.







THE BEST

Beach Experiences

Ibiza is blessed with astonishingly beautiful beaches: white sands harbour luxury beach clubs and line remote Formenteran shores. Undeveloped strands fill natural parks, and pretty coves dot the coasts, with some of the most secluded located in the north.

[image: image]

NAEBLYS/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Emerge from dunes and pine thickets onto the raw, natural beauty that is Platja de Ses Salines, dotted with fab chiringuitos (beach bars).

Escape to the snow-white sands of the Trucador Peninsula (pictured) on Formentera’s northernmost tip, lapped by Caribbean-esque turquoise water.
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Kick back at Formentera’s Platja de Migjorn (pictured), a salt-hued haven washed by aqua waves and sprinkled with barefoot-style beach bars.

Sidle up to the outstanding waterside seafood shack at Cala Mastella, where pine trees border a glittering, deep-set emerald bay.

Head to one of the island’s most perfect sandy strips at the wild, wonderful, salt-white Es Cavallet.
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THE BEST

Nightlife Experiences

Party till you can’t party no more at Ibiza’s shining megaclubs, underground dance warrens, Old Port bars and chilled-out chiringuitos. There’s something for every taste, from the hippy-at-heart to the jet-set champagne-popper.
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Shake it out at Pacha – nowhere on the island matches this adored megaclub’s class and style.

Steep yourself in Ibizan clubbing history at mammoth Amnesia (pictured), where DJ Alfredo pioneered the Balearic beat.

Sample the homemade hierbas liquor at Bar Anita, Sant Carles’ most famous hippy-village watering hole.
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Cram into the packed LGBTIQ+ village of Carrer de la Verge in the Old Port to kick off a night of excellent bar-hopping.

Get your groove on at glitzy megaclub Hï Ibiza, starring big-name DJs and neon light shows.

Seek out Formentera’s Fonda Pepe, a boho dive-bar with a lively countercultural history.






THE BEST

Sunset Experiences

Sunsets are a big deal in Ibiza, partly thanks to the island’s glorious coastline, and partly thanks to DJ José Padilla, who spun his phenomenal downbeat sets for years as Café del Mar’s resident DJ.

Climb to the exalted 18th-century watchtower of Torre des Savinar, the perfect spot to soak up unparalleled sunset views over Es Vedrà.

Zip to distinctly bohemian Benirràs in the north, especially on Sundays, when drumming circles pound out the setting sun.

Book ahead at Café del Mar and Café Mambo on Sant Antoni’s famed Sunset Strip, the classic sunset hangout.

Get high on life at Ibiza’s Ses Salines, where salt pans glitter in a kaleidoscopic palette of pinks at sunset.

Make the pilgrimage to Formentera’s remote southern lighthouse of Far de Sa Mola and see the sun descend from its gorgeous caveside perch.
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Sunset from Café Mambo | KRISTIYAN VELKOV/SHUTTERSTOCK ©






THE BEST

Food Experiences

Ibiza is a wonderland of local and international flavours, with much of its cuisine fuelled by homegrown, often-organic ingredients. You can easily roam from vegan cafes to traditional Ibizan eateries to swish, high-concept gastro-temples.
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Linger over lunch on Platja de Sa Caleta, where the year-round Restaurante Sa Caleta (pictured) backs onto red cliffs arcing over shallow cerulean seas.

Sample the fruits of Formentera’s azure seas at Es Caló de Sant Agustí’s excellent seafood restaurants, including Can Pasqual and Es Caló.
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Make a day of touring Ibiza’s wineries and farms, sampling the wares and picking your own self-catering supplies.

Groove to live music while you munch on tapas and sip beers in the gorgeous garden at Racó Verd.

Perch on the edge of a quiet cove for lunch on the water at El Bigotes, a locally popular seafood joint.






THE BEST

Art & History Experiences

Both Ibiza and Formentera have a fascinating culture dating back to Phoenician times. Appreciate everything from Carthaginian caves and Ibiza Town’s historic walled Dalt Vila to the living legacy of art and music.

[image: image]

Església de Puig de Missa | JOTAPG/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Stroll the bastions and ramparts to Ibiza Town’s Catedral de Santa Maria de les Neus, built in Catalan Gothic style, in Dalt Vila.

Climb to Església de Puig de Missa, a sparkling church-fortress flaunting its own defence tower, and gaze out on Santa Eulària.

Watch ball pagès (folk dances) at Església de Sant Miquel, a 14th-century fortified church with intricate murals.

Learn about Ibiza’s Moorish period at the Centre d’Interpretació Madina Yabisa, hidden away up in Dalt Vila.

Explore the fascinating Punic burial site, home to over 3000 tombs, at the Necròpolis del Puig des Molins.

Savour the sinking sun on Andrew Rogers’ inspirational Time and Space sculpture, a massive clifftop installation locally known as Stonehenge.






THE BEST

Village Experiences

For an authentic flavour of Balearic island life away from the clubs and resorts, spend time in Ibiza’s charming, traditional villages. Each one is graced by an attractive whitewashed church and forms the nucleus of the wider rural community.
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While away a morning in the north’s Sant Joan de Labritja (pictured), where cottage-like houses sit among excellent restaurants and a handful of secluded hotels.

Shop till you drop in Santa Gertrudis de Fruitera, a lively interior village known for its cafes, bars, restaurants and, yes, boutiques.

Head to blissful Sant Carles de Peralta, famous for Bar Anita, an 18th-century church, a smattering of boutiques and Las Dalias hippy market.
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Time your visit for early spring, when almond blossoms fill the groves of Santa Agnès de Corona, squirrelled away in Ibiza’s northwest.

Perch on the cliff edge at Es Cubells (pictured), barely more than a hamlet with an excellent restaurant alongside its glistening white church.

Stroll the narrow lanes of Formentera’s Sant Francesc Xavier, browsing barefoot-living boutiques and supping in square-side cafes.






THE BEST

Outdoor Experiences

With a lovely year-round climate and sparkling, unpolluted waters, Ibiza abounds with outdoor opportunities. It’s easy to rent a kayak, snorkel, paddleboard or bike, join a horse-riding expedition, or head off on a coastal hike.
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Cala Xarraca | LECKER STUDIO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Rent a bike and cycle Ibiza’s trails and byways that bring you close to nature and villages alike.

Book in with Toby at Ibiza Outdoors for a guided walk in the countryside, and pair it with a kayak or food tour (yum).

Dive and snorkel with Big Blue Ibiza and Orcasub to explore the clear waters of the Reserves Naturals des Vedrà, es Vedranell i els Illots de Ponent.

Walk between Platja d’en Bossa and Platja de Ses Salines to experience a complete change of scene, all along white-sand beaches.

Swim the coves of S’Illot des Renclí and Cala Xarraca, undulating south from Portinatx, for clear waters and craggy shores.

Hike Formentera’s historic Camí de sa Pujada walking route, from seaside to clifftops to vineyards.






THE BEST

Rural Hotel Experiences

Ibiza’s rural hotels (agroturisme in Catalan; agroturismo in Spanish) are usually gorgeously converted, centuries-old farmhouses. Their tranquillity, character and beauty are a uniquely Balearic escapist experience. Of course, that escapism comes at a cost.
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Breathe in the scent of citrus and olive groves at Can Gall, a 200-year-old agroturisme 7km northeast of Sant Llorenç. Rooms are luxuriously rustic, and there are bikes for borrowing.

Stay in the country mansion of Can Planells in Sant Miquel de Balansat; exuding relaxed rural luxury, it boasts a pool, gardens and farm-fresh breakfasts. The best rooms have private terraces.
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Step back in time to Can Fuster, a restored, 150-year-old farmhouse near Sant Joan de Labritja with eight rustic rooms and a pool in the garden.

Indulge in organic meals at Can Pujolet, a peaceful 18th-century agroturisme 2.5km northeast of Santa Agnès de Corona, with terraces and a pool.

Soak up the views from pine-fringed Can Talaias, the former home of English actor Terry-Thomas that’s been beautifully renovated and stands atop a Med-view hill, 2km northeast of Sant Carles.






Best for Kids

Mesmerise the kids in Dalt Vila, which feels like an enormous castle with its stupendous defensive walls, ramparts, bastions and towers.

Splash in shallow waters, then lunch at the smattering of excellent seaside restaurants on golden Platja de Talamanca.

Take the kids to pick produce and pet farm animals at Ibiza’s interior farms.

Go meet the horses in the northern Ibiza horse sanctuary of Ibiza Horse Valley.

Try your hands at paddleboarding and kayaking from the blonde sands of Port de Sant Miquel.

Swim in divine and undeveloped Platja Llevant, where the powdery sand and shallow water will enthral the family.





Best for Free

Stroll all the way along Marina Botafoc, one of Europe’s most exclusive harbours, to check out the yachts.

Pick your favourite sunset spot, from Torre des Savinar or Benirràs to Formentera’s Cala Saona, with its wide-open views.

Compare hippy markets by browsing Ibiza’s Las Dalias and Formentera’s Mercat d’Artesania, then stroll from Santa Eulària to Hippy Market Punta Arabí, the original one.

Beach-hop and swim along Ibiza’s southern coast, from busy strand to remote cove to outdoor installation.

On a clear day, hike to the Balearics’ tallest lighthouse, Far de Portinatx, to see all the way to Mallorca.








Three Perfect Days

Really, you’ll want more than three days to experience all that Ibiza and Formentera have to offer, but here’s a start to make the most of your time.
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Ibiza Town | JEFF WHYTE/SHUTTERSTOCK ©
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DAY ONE

Short on Time?

MORNING

Begin in Ibiza Town with an Ibizan breakfast at Madagascar, then climb the city’s World Heritage–listed Dalt Vila to the Catalan Gothic Catedral de Santa Maria de les Neus (pictured).

AFTERNOON

Head south to stunning Platja de Ses Salines, pausing to admire the Ses Salines salt pans, then catch some tunes and lunch at Sa Trinxa. Spin west to watch the sunset over Es Vedrà from Torre des Savinar.

EVENING

Hit Ibiza Town’s buzzing Old Port for drinks and dinner. Then, for anyone with the energy, it’s on to the world-famous megaclub of Pacha.



[image: image]

IGLWCH/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

DAY TWO

A Weekend Trip

MORNING

Head to low-key northern Ibiza. Grab a coffee or drink at Bar Anita, then shop the eclectic Las Dalias (pictured) hippy market in Sant Carles de Peralta on Saturday.

AFTERNOON

Tour the farms and wineries of central Ibiza, then lunch on hyper-local fare at Juntos House, Cas Pagès or Can Guimó.

EVENING

On Sunday, visit the lovely, sheltered, hippy-vibe cove of Benirràs for its famed sunset drum circle. Alternatively, go west for sunset drinks at Hostal la Torre or Pikes before hitting Amnesia or DC 10.
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DAY THREE

A Short Break

MORNING

Ferry to beautiful, beach-laden Formentera. Hire a bike, e-bike or scooter at La Savina ferry port and spin north to the glorious beaches of the Trucador Peninsula. If conditions are clear, wade over to the islet of Espalmador (pictured).

AFTERNOON

Cycle to La Mola Peninsula, famous for its Far de Sa Mola lighthouse and cave, then backtrack to Platja de Migjorn for drinks and a dip.

EVENING

Grab a meal in charming ‘capital’ Sant Francesc Xavier on your way back to a late ferry to Ibiza. Or stay, because Formentera is just too wonderful to leave.






Get Prepared


BOOK AHEAD

Six months before Reserve accommodation, book flights and organise car/scooter hire for both Ibiza and Formentera.

Two to three months before Book must-try restaurants, check DJ line-ups and buy tickets for the main clubs.

Two weeks before Book tables for regular restaurants and reserve wine-tasting tours at vineyards.



Manners Matter

Ibiza is a relaxed, international place, with few hard etiquette rules. However, its modest population (152,820) is swallowed whole by the 3.7 million tourists that arrive each year. Avoid loud behaviour in residential areas.

It might not look like a queue, but at banks, shops and restaurants, there’s a system at play. Ask whoever is last in line when you join.

To read up on island customs and history, check out the Ibizology podcast.

What to Wear & Pack

Ibiza is undoubtedly one of Europe’s most fashionable destinations, though anything goes on the all-loving White Isle. It’s the queen of boho beach-chic, as well as lace and embroidery.

For top restaurants, clubs and bars, you’ll want to find a balance between smart/fancy and laid-back island style.

Ibiza gets hot and humid in high season, so light, cotton garments are most comfortable. Pack sunscreen and a hat.

Things to Know

Spanish and Catalan are spoken, though many people speak English. Eivissenc is the island’s native, widely used Catalan dialect. Greet and thank people in Spanish, Catalan or Eivissenc and you’ll be rewarded with a warm smile, especially away from the tourist hubs.

Rob Smith’s Secret Beaches Ibiza (2015) is the definitive guide to the coast.

Sun loungers and umbrellas cost between €8 and €15 on most beaches, with beach clubs charging more, so it’s worth buying your own on arrival.

Prices skyrocket from June to mid-September. In this book, all opening hours are for the May to October high season. Many, many shops, hotels and restaurants close from November to Easter, and almost all clubs close. Other services reduce dramatically. Check ahead.



TIPPING

Tipping is usually optional in Spain, but in Ibiza it’s typical to tip in restaurants, and certainly for swanky club service and high-end meals. Also tip housekeeping and porters, and round up to the nearest euro elsewhere.
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DAILY BUDGET

BUDGET: Less than €120

• Double room in guesthouse: €75–95

• Bus transport: €3–8

• Bocadillo and self-catering: €15

• Combinado (spirit and mixer) in basic bar: €10

MIDRANGE: €120–250

• Double room in comfortable hotel: €100–200

• Rental car per day: from €30

• Dinner with wine: €35–45

• Cocktail at beachfront bar: €15–20

TOP END: More than €250

• Double room at boutique hotel or agroturismo (rural hotel): from €220

• Rental car per day: from €30

• Gourmet dinner: from €50

• Combinado in nightclub: €18–25

• Club entry: €30–100




Currency

Euro (€)

Languages

Spanish, Catalan

Time

Central European Time (GMT/UTC plus 1 hour)




TIP

The official island-wide tourism website, Turismo de Ibiza (ibiza.travel), is packed with useful info, hiking and cycling routes, and transport details, as is Formentera’s (formentera.es).
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When to Go

Ibiza Town is great all year-round, while spring, summer (clubbing season) and autumn invite explorations of the rest of the island.


Spring brings clouds of almond blossom to the trees, and wildflowers dot the countryside; hiking and cycling are great, and there’s also Carnival and Semana Santa (Holy Week) processions. Summertime is beaches and lazy days, with clubs banging, and crowds and prices soaring. By August everything is packed and humidity is high, while autumn sees the harvest and a pleasant, quiet time for swimming and water sports. Winter is quieter and cooler. Though many services close, it’s an easier time to get to know the residents.

Big Events

February/March: During Carnival, the Lenten season kicks off across the island with pumping music, fancy dress and colourful parades called the Rúas de Carnaval.

April/May: Carapunats or hooded penitents solemnly march through the streets during Semana Santa as the Holy Week processions around the island culminate on Good Friday and Easter Sunday.

The summer club season opens with a bang at huge opening-night bashes in the megaclubs across the south. Get your tickets well in advance to join the fray.

June: Celebrate midsummer across the island on the Nit de Sant Joan, when people dance around bonfires and try to leap over them to mark the summer solstice. Cap it all off with a grand fireworks display.

Ibiza Town
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Ibiza Town Medieval Festival in May | VICTORIA KARLOVA/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Wonderful Celebrations

August: Ibiza Town lights up in the first week of August during its Festes de la Terra, commemorating the Catalan reconquest of the island, as well as its patron saints. Expect live music, ball pagès (folk dances), children’s events and a large fireworks display.

September: Get into the swing at the Eivissa Jazz Festival, when open-air concerts ring out from Dalt Vila, and the capital’s bars play host to international jazz luminaries.

October: Pop in to tiny Es Cubells for its Festes de Santa Teresa, with ball pagès performed by groups from all over the island; there’s also a paella-making contest and markets.

December: Don’t miss the wonderful Festa del Vi Pagès, Sant Mateu d’Albarca’s annual wine-harvest festival, when everyone samples the local vi pagès (country wine) from teapot-shaped jugs.


ACCOMMODATION LOWDOWN

You’ll find the best lodging prices during shoulder and low season (plus you’ll help combat summer overtourism). In winter, many restaurants and tourist-oriented hotels close, leading to rock-bottom prices that allow you to score superb lodging for a reasonable rate. Book well ahead in summer, when prices skyrocket.








Getting There

Ibiza Airport (aena.es; airport code IBZ), 7km southwest of Ibiza Town, receives direct flights from mainland Spanish cities and many other destinations in Europe.

From the Airport to the City Centre

Bus

Buses (about €4; eivissa.tib.org) run to places including Ibiza Town (L10/L10E, half-hourly), Sant Antoni (L9, half-hourly or hourly), Sant Josep and Santa Eulària (L24, hourly). Outside the May-to-October high season, you’ll need to catch a bus to Ibiza Town, then change for further points beyond that.

Taxi & Ride-Hailing Apps

Taxis start at about €20 to Ibiza Town (around 15 minutes), €12 to Platja d’en Bossa and €33 to Sant Antoni; prices climb with prebooking, and after 9pm. There’s a taxi rank right outside Ibiza Airport’s arrivals hall, but note that between mid-July and the end of August, you may have to wait for up to an hour for a taxi. Always use official taxis, not unlicensed ‘pirate’ drivers. Uber and TaxiClick are available in Ibiza.

Car & Scooter

Many international car-rental companies have offices at the airport. Local car-rental outfitters often send someone to meet you at the airport with a car; otherwise, you’ll have to use their complimentary shuttle buses, which can often be time-consuming.

Other Points of Entry

Estació Marítima de Botafoc, Ibiza Town

Most long-distance ferries arriving/departing Ibiza use Estació Marítima de Botafoc, located across the harbour from central Ibiza Town. Buses, taxis and boats shuttle to and from the city centre. The main routes (see ferryhopper.com) are Palma de Mallorca (two to three hours), Dénia (two to three hours), Valencia (five hours) and Barcelona (eight to nine hours).


Formentera Ferry Terminal, Ibiza Town

Ferries linking Ibiza Town with Formentera dock at Formentera Ferry Terminal (off Avinguda de Santa Eulària), 400m north of central Ibiza Town.










Getting Around

The best way to get around Ibiza is undoubtedly by car, which gives you independence and the chance to reach remote destinations. Saying that, the bus does serve all major villages, and each of those is walkable once you’re there. Formentera is also best explored with your own wheels, ideally a bicycle or e-bike.


Car & Scooter

For the best rates and availability, book cars in advance: they can be in short supply in summer, and last-minute bookings may prove impossible. Rental companies have offices at the airport and around the island. Motorbikes/scooters (helmets required) are good for easy parking at beaches in high season. Many places are only accessible via dirt roads, so drive carefully and note that rental companies’ insurance often won’t cover undercarriage damage. Parking spots fill quickly in summer.

Boat & Ferry

Many resorts, beaches and towns offer water taxis from May to October. Routes include Sant Antoni to Cala Bassa, Cala Salada, Platges de Comte, Es Canar and Santa Eulària; and Ibiza Town to Santa Eulària and Platja d’en Bossa (via Figueretes). Companies include Santa Eulalia Ferry (santaeulaliaferry.com) and Cruceros Portmany (crucerosportmany.com).

Ferries connect Ibiza and Formentera: Aquabus (aquabusferryboats.com), Baleària (balearia.com), Formentera Lines (formenteralines.com) and Trasmapi (trasmapi.com). Or check ferryhopper.com.
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ESSENTIAL APP

Download the El Parking app (elparking.com) to pay for parking and see restricted zones.
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Bus & Discobus

If you’re based in one of the main towns, Ibiza’s (eivissa.tib.org) and Formentera’s (busformentera.com) buses are efficient and budget-friendly. If you’re in the countryside or at remote beaches, services are rare/nonexistent. Most services operate May to October only, or reduce frequency.

Cheaper than a taxi, the Discobus serves major clubs all night long.

Bicycle & Walking

Ibiza’s designated cycle routes range from easy rides to tough climbs. Formentera is flat and perfect for bikes and e-bikes. Tourist offices/websites have route maps, and there are lots of rental outfits, including Ibiza Bike Tours.

Ibiza’s towns are walkable, with lovely hikes all over. Ibiza Town’s Old Port and Dalt Vila are best explored on foot. There are fine promenades in Santa Eulària, Sant Antoni and Ibiza Town’s Marina Botofoc. Distances are too long and highways too dangerous to walk between towns.

Taxi & Ride-Hailing Apps

Taxis are a convenient way to get around, though costs add up and demand outstrips supply in high season. There’s a minimum €4 charge to flag down a taxi and €5.45 for a pickup; then it’s €1.21 per kilometre. No luggage charge. Uber and TaxiClick work well.

Public Transport Essentials

Parking

Parking (ora-eivissa.es) is extremely limited in Ibiza Town, and it’s tough to find a space in high season. There’s blue-painted, metered, two-hour parking (usually €2), though the times when the meters are in effect differ depending on where you are. Pay-and-display at machines or use the El Parking app (elparking.com) to pay, and take note of restricted zones. The narrow, painted scooter parking spots are free. There’s a huge car park at Es Pretat (€39 per day) in Ibiza Town, located inland from the Formentera ferry port; it fills quickly in summer. Some people park at Ikea and walk in or catch the summer-only shuttle. Everything is much smoother in winter, and you can find parking in the centre or along the Old Port for free, but with time limits. Little lots, like the one behind Dalt Vila, beneath the Baluard de Sant Bernat, become viable, too.

Similar situations apply in Sant Antoni and Santa Eulària.

Getting Around Formentera

Most travellers get around Formentera on two wheels. Bicycles (about €10 per day), e-bikes (about €28), motorbikes (€32 to €40) and cars (from €70) are available in La Savina and Es Pujols. The bus service (busformentera.com) is decent, but schedules vary considerably according to the time of year; some operate from mid-April to mid-October only. Regular tickets cost €2.25 to €3.20. Taxis are fairly expensive, so are best avoided, and cars are restricted on the island from June through September, when you must get a permit (formentera.eco) and pay a fee to bring your car.


TRAVEL COSTS

Bus Fares

€1.65 to €5 (Discobus)

E-bike Rental

€28 per day

Car Rental

from €50 per day




COP FLOP

Technically, police in Spain can cite you if they think your footwear is unsafe for driving. So don’t wear those flip-flops or heels behind the wheel.




TICKETS

Buy tickets on board or at the bus stations in Ibiza Town, Sant Antoni or Santa Eulària. Prices range depending on the trip, and the online calculator will tell you the precise cost. You can use a credit card to buy tickets at bus stations, but on board it must be cash, and drivers can only make change for €20 notes and smaller increments.



BUS INFO

Buses run from 7am until 11.30pm.

Night buses run late in high season.

Use the Discobus for megaclubs.

Timetables and bus routes are displayed online, at bus stops and in ticket offices.






A Few Surprises

Prime your sense of discovery and leave the main roads behind to hunt down Ibiza’s more unusual spots.


Wild & Remote Coves

For all the intensity of Ibiza Town and the 3.7 million visitors who throng through it, it can come as a surprise that the island is also home to incredible unspoilt beaches and coves that are far from the madding crowd. And when it comes to these hidden bays and coves, getting there is half the fun.

The southern Ibiza bay of Cala Llentrisca is a good example: it’s a 10-minute hike from the nearest road, tucked away beneath the lofty mass of Cap Llentrisca. Or you can hoof and hike down to giant Cala d’Albarca – a broad, exposed cove that’s 3km wide – in Ibiza’s northwest. The beautiful Cala Salada, on Ibiza’s west coast, is accessible by car, but you reach the nearby (and more peaceful) Cala Saladeta by scrambling past fishers’ huts.

Secret Caves

Ibiza has a bit of a witchy tinge that’s only enhanced by the hippy culture settled on the island, where crystals and ley lines are the thing. Over the years folks have taken these vibes to the island’s many caves. In the far northeast, Cova des Culleram was once a Carthaginian place of worship dedicated to the Punic goddess Tanit, and today, people still leave offerings here. Perched above Atlantis, the trickier-to-access Cova de Buda contains a beautiful etching of the Buddha, said to have been made by a Japanese hermit. In Formentera, don’t miss the cave at the foot of Far de Sa Mola, with glorious views out to sea.


OFFBEAT IBIZA & FORMENTERA

Cycle Ses Feixes, the wild-looking marshlands once developed by the Moors over 1000 years ago, located just on the edge of Ibiza Town.

Hike to the tiny rocky peninsula of Atlantis, an ancient waterfront quarry, with views to Es Vedrà.

If you have a few weeks to spare, learn how to craft your own guitar with Formentera Guitars.

Get naked at Es Cavallet, one of Ibiza’s many naturist beaches, in the Parc Natural de Ses Salines.
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Explore Ibiza



Ibiza Town & Around

South Ibiza

Santa Eulària des Riu & East Ibiza

North & Interior Ibiza

Sant Antoni de Portmany & West Ibiza

Formentera



Worth a Trip


Ibiza’s Megaclubs

Ibiza’s Wineries & Farms



Ibiza’s Walking Tours


Walk Ibiza Town’s Bar Scene

Walk South Ibiza’s Beaches

Walk Santa Eulària to Punta Arabí

Walk Santa Gertrudis

Walk Sant Antoni’s Bar Scene



Ibiza’s Driving Tours


Drive South Ibiza’s Coves

Drive North Ibiza’s Coves



Ibiza’s Cycling Tours


Cycle Formentera
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Explore

Ibiza Town & Around

All-night raver, boho cool cat, blissed-out beach lover – Ibiza is all this and more to the many fans who have a soft spot for the Balearics’ party-hard mainstay. The island’s heart and soul, Ibiza Town (Eivissa) is a vivacious, stylish and elegant capital. Roam the magical ramparts of its World Heritage–listed Dalt Vila, topped by a castle and cathedral, to immerse yourself in the island’s rich history and heritage.

Of course, Ibiza Town is a hedonist’s paradise in summer, when the cream of the world’s DJs descend on the island, making it the ultimate world-famous party destination and home to some of the globe’s glitziest megaclubs. It’s also a shopaholic’s dream, and it’s all set against leafy squares, whitewashed lanes, fascinating museums and a spectacular natural harbour.




[image: image]

See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-walk] Walking

Ibiza Town is best navigated on foot.

[image: icon-walk] Bus

The Ibiza Town Bus Station is the island’s main bus hub. Stops are dotted throughout the town.

[image: icon-e-bikes] Car

Parking is nightmarish in high season, and Dalt Vila is restricted to residential cars only.

[image: icon-e-bikes] Ferries & Boats

Most long-distance ferries use Estació Marítima de Botafoc, across the harbour from Ibiza Town. Ferries to Formentera use Formentera Ferry Terminal, 400m north of town.


THE SHORT LIST

Meander the historic DALT VILA, exploring the museums, viewpoints, ramparts and cathedral.

Stroll the OLD PORT before bar-hopping your way through CARRER DE LA VERGE.

Get your glitter on and hit a MEGACLUB, dancing through the night to the world’s best DJs.

Linger over a quintessential Ibizan meal at PLAÇA DES PARC.
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1Top Experiences

 Marina BotafocG2

 Dalt VilaE5

 Platja de TalamancaH2




1Experiences

1Museu d’Art Contemporani d’EivissaF4

2Casa BronerH4

3Museu PugetE5

4Centre d’Interpretació Madina YabisaE5

5Passeig MarítimE3

6Carrer de la VergeG4

7LíoF2

8Monument als CorsarisF3

9Mercat VellF4

10Vara de Rey MonumentD4

11Ca n’AlfredoD4

12Necròpolis del Puig des MolinsB5

13Sombrerería BonetE4

14Vicente GaneshaE3

15HolalaF4

16Platja de ses FigueretesA5

17Sud Ibiza SuitesA5

18Església de JesúsF1

19Bon Lloc Ibiza 1965F1

20S’EstanyolH1

21Cala BonitaH1

22Casita VerdeB1

23Ibiza Bike ToursA3




5Eating

24Ficus Food LabA5

25Can CostaF4

26La Barra de la Bientirada IbizaD3

27S’EscalinataD5

28Comidas Bar San JuanE4

29Los PasajerosG4

30Vicolo 5F4

31Sa CovaG4

32Hotel Mirador de Dalt VilaF5

33La GaiaF1

34Sushi Omakase by WaltC5

35La TorretaE4

36PerdiciónB2

37PantasticA3

38Patisserie MargotF2

39BesH1

40Fish ShackH1

41Es Llaüt d’en MarcH2

42Can JesperA5

43SoleadoA5




6Drinking

 Bar 1805(see 31)

44Bar Es CafetíF5

45Can PouE3

46Aluna Funky RoomG4

47Paradise LostF4

48Club ChinoisF2

49Lola’sF4

50BornD4

51One Cup Coffee IBZA2

52MogaliB4




7Shopping

53BabazF4

54Charo RuizE3

55Ibiza BagúsF4

56Campos de IbizaC3







TOP EXPERIENCE


Dalt Vila

First settled by the Phoenicians, the formidable 16th-century bastions of Dalt Vila are visible from all across southern Ibiza. You can wander the tranquil, cobbled lanes (most are accessible only on foot) of this fortified hilltop, strolling between town-houses, moody medieval mansions and key cultural sights.


map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Private vehicles (apart from those of residents) aren’t allowed into Dalt Vila. But you can easily walk the ramparts in under an hour, and all lanes lead to the cathedral-topped summit.



[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to download a PDF of walking routes through Dalt Vila.

Portal de Ses Taules

Starting from Ibiza Town’s market square, climb the stone ramp to the majestic Portal de Ses Taules, the main entrance to Dalt Vila. The gateway is flanked by two statues – replicas from Ibiza’s Roman era – that add to its grandeur. Above it hangs a plaque bearing the coat of arms of Felipe II (Philip II; r 1556–98) and an inscription recording the 1585 fortification completion date. You pass through into the elegant multi-arched Pati d’Armes (Armoury Courtyard), which once hosted the island’s original hippy markets.

Defensive Walls

Ibiza Town’s towering defensive Ramparts – almost 25m high and up to 5m thick – ring the entire Dalt Vila historic quarter and are evocatively floodlit at night. Completed in 1585, they have been outstandingly maintained ever since.

The Carthaginians first built walls on Dalt Vila’s high ground around the 5th century BCE. These fortifications were later extended during the Moorish era – you can learn about the history of the town at this time, and see sections of the original Moorish walls, at the Centre d’Interpretació Madina Yabisa on your way up to the cathedral. Other walls from this period can be spotted below the Baluard de Sant Jordi.

In the 16th century, after hundreds of years of damage, Ibiza’s crumbling defences were completely rebuilt, reinforced and extended to protect Ibizans against the threat of attacks by North African raiders and the Turkish navy, and to withstand heavy artillery. These foreboding new fortifications were designed by Italian military engineer Giovanni Battista Calvi and architect Giacomo ‘El Fratín’, and include seven colossal baluards (bastions).

Today the walls of Dalt Vila make up some of Europe’s best-preserved fortifications, and they form a key aspect of the city’s UNESCO World Heritage recognition. In less than an hour, you can walk the entire 2km perimeter, enjoying fabulous panoramas over the port and across the water to Formentera. On Friday evenings in summer, ball pagés (folk dances) are performed on the northwesternmost Baluard de Sant Pere.


GETTING AROUND

Aside from the grand Portal de Ses Taules, there are three other entrances to this walled enclave, including the impressive Portal Nou (west side). Bus L45 runs up the hill from Passeig de Vara de Rey to Dalt Vila (€1.65, hourly). Wear walking shoes.




QUICK BREAK

Kick back at boho Bar Es Cafetí, just downhill from the cathedral; think low tables with cushioned seating and cool cocktails served on steep stone steps.



Catedral de Santa Maria de les Neus

When you reach the square outside Ibiza’s elegant Catedral de Santa Maria de les Neus, perched almost on Dalt Vila’s highest point, you’ll be rewarded with fantastic views of Dalt Vila and Ibiza’s port.

The cathedral itself combines several styles. The original 14th-century structure is Catalan Gothic, while the sacristy was added in 1592, and a major baroque renovation took place in the 18th century. More recent renovations include some in 2024. The church was declared a cathedral in 1782, and it’s worth popping inside for its Museu Diocesà, full of impressive religious art spanning the 14th to 20th centuries. Opening hours vary, so you’ll have to try your luck or contact the nearby Oficina de Turisme La Cúria (tourism.eivissa.es) to find out in advance.
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ART STOPS

Among the historic Dalt Vila townhouses, excellent art exhibitions include those at Museu d’Art Contemporani d’Eivissa and Casa Broner, or Museu Puget. Or take up a brush yourself.



Castell d’Eivissa

Occupying Dalt Vila’s highest ground, Ibiza’s formerly semi-derelict Castell d’Eivissa is an assortment of historic buildings constructed over a 1000-year period, including the Moorish-era Tower of Homage, the former governor’s residence, an 8th-century almudaina (a Moorish keep) and, on the western side, an 18th-century infantry barracks. During the Spanish Civil War, mainland anarchists massacred over 100 Ibizan Nationalist prisoners here before fleeing the island.

Today, the castle’s facade has been restored – as part of a many-years transformation – into a 68-room parador (luxurious state-owned hotel), which is expected to open in 2025. The best view of the structure is from the huge bastion of Baluard de Sant Bernat, on the southern side of Dalt Vila’s ramparts, though the castle itself is closed to visitors until the hotel opens.


TOP EXPERIENCE


Marina Botafoc & Platja de Talamanca

The upmarket Marina Botafoc beckons on the north side of Ibiza’s harbour, with its luxury apartments, casino, yacht club and marina, plus megaclubs like Pacha and Lío. Lounge at its sprinkling of cafes and restaurants with fine views, or head just north to Platja de Talamanca, a half-moon bay with golden sands.


map
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PLANNING TIP

Platja de Talamanca is sheltered and shallow, meaning it’s ideal for kids – also meaning that on summer weekends, it gets packed with families.
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Scan this QR code for info on Marina Botafoc’s shops and restaurants.

Marina Botafoc

Encompassing the northern part of Ibiza Town’s harbour, Marina Botafoc is one of Europe’s most exclusive ports. Gleaming yachts bob beside fancy cafes, restaurants and a clutch of major clubs. It’s a fun stroll and great for a stop-off drink or meal, with gorgeous views of Dalt Vila.

East of the marina, the narrow Botafoc Peninsula is the site of Ibiza’s main ferry terminal, Estació Marítima de Botafoc. It’s dotted with old military batteries, and a scenic lighthouse marks its easternmost point.

Platja de Talamanca & Ses Feixes

If you continue north from the marina for 500m, you’ll reach sheltered, golden-sandy Platja de Talamanca – undoubtedly the best beach within walking distance of the capital.

Talamanca boasts good family-friendly swimming thanks to the calm, shallow waters. There are also several excellent seaside restaurants ranging from simple beach bars to glossy hotel eateries.

Just inland from the beach, the wild-looking marshlands of Ses Feixes were once the vegetable garden of Ibiza Town. They were developed by the Moors over 1000 years ago, using innovative water-management and crop-rotation systems to produce two crops a year. Though cultivated until the 1950s, the area is now a haven for birdlife, including herons – sort of spectacular, considering its proximity to the town centre.

On a wander or cycle through it, you’ll spot arched, ancient portals de feixa, which were used to mark the entrance to each individual plot.


QUICK BREAK

You’ll find affordable prices, an uncomplicated menu and a shoreside setting at Talamanca’s Bar Flotante, or treat yourself to refined seafood at Bes, right on the beach.



Getting Here

You can walk for 30 minutes (2.2km) from Ibiza Town to reach the marina. It’s a further six minutes north to reach Platja de Talamanca. Bus L12B (€1.65, hourly) from Ibiza Town serves both. The bus also continues inland for a couple of kilometres to the village of Jesús, home to the handsome Església de Jesús, before looping back to Ibiza Town.

It’s also great fun to go by boat from Passeig Marítim with Barcas de Talamanca, where you’ll get the chance to cruise Ibiza’s harbour.


WALKING TOUR


Walk Ibiza Town’s Bar Scene

Get the best Ibiza vibes on an evening out in the Old Port area, which backs Passeig Marítim. Kick off on intimate Plaça des Parc before heading east along the view-laden harbour for drinks on one of its many terraces (keep an eye out for happy-hour deals). Then head back along LGBTIQ+-friendly Carrer de la Verge to the deep interior of the old town.


START

Plaça des Parc

END

Lola’s

LENGTH

1km; 2 hours/all night long
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1 Fuel for the Night

Begin your tour on traffic-free Plaça des Parc, where we recommend dropping into popular and cheerful cafe-bar Madagascar. It’s tops for fuelling up on fresh juices and tapas, and in the evening it’s a relaxed bar with well-priced combinados (spirit and mixer) and draught beer.

2 Ibiza’s Oldest Cafe

The atmospheric Can Pou has a great terrace facing the harbour – perfect for people-watching. It also claims to be Ibiza’s oldest cafe.

3 DJs & Promoters

Stroll the promenade towards the eastern end until you come to The Rock, a meeting point for club promoters and music-industry types. The crowd that flocks here makes it a good bet for finding out what’s on (as well as potentially bumping into a DJ or two). It has a fab harbour-front terrace, and back when promotional club parades were allowed, they all passed here at some stage in the night.

4 LGBTIQ+ Haunt

Cut inland onto Carrer de la Verge to one of the most popular bars on the LGBTIQ+-oriented ‘Street of the Virgin’. Sunrise has a gorgeous interior, with a disco ball and swings dangling by the bar. It’s friendly and welcoming, with a decadent cocktail list, occasional live DJs and some of the strip’s most packed-out tables.

5 Excellent Cocktails

Tucked away on a Sa Penya backstreet terrace, boho Bar 1805 mixes some of the town’s best cocktails, with lots of absinthe action on its beautifully illustrated menu. Try the signature Green Beast (served in a punchbowl), or the Gin-Basil Smash, which arrives in a teacup. Moules frites (mussels and chips), burgers, steaks and salads are served until 2.30am, if you need some extra fuel.

6 All-Night Party

Hugging the city walls, Ibiza legend Lola’s is the island’s gay, party-all-night dance club. Pack into the small underground interior, which gets busy around 3.30am, when all the other bars close. Nearby is a handful of other LGBTIQ+-oriented bars like Angelo. Or pop into the new Aluna Funky Room.


EXPERIENCES


Visit Dalt Vila’s Art Offerings Art & Architecture

In Dalt Vila, spend an hour or two going deeper into art and architecture at the excellent Museu d’Art Contemporani d’Eivissa (map Google map), housed in an 18th-century powder store and armoury. It showcases Ibizan artists including Antoni Marí Ribas Portmany and Rafel Tur Costa, and the abstract art of Ibiza visitors Will Faber, Antoni Tàpies and architect Erwin Broner. Downstairs, the archaeological site maps out Ibiza’s history through the ages, from the Phoenicians to the Moorish era – contrasting beautifully with the modern art around it.

Nearby, you can visit Broner’s private home and studio, Casa Broner (map Google map). Broner, who was Jewish, fled from Nazi Germany to Ibiza in 1934 and designed houses around the island. Several of his drawings are exhibited inside, and the house itself is both elegant and understated. Perched precariously on a cliff edge, there are excellent sea and harbour views from the roof terraces and whitewashed living area.

Visit a Dalt Vila Mansion & MuseumArt Museum

map Google map

Drop into Museu Puget, at Carrer Major 18, for a chance to get inside a 15th-century Dalt Vila mansion with a typical late-Gothic courtyard and staircase. Then peruse approximately 130 paintings by Ibizan artist Narcís Puget Viñas (1874–1960) and his son, Narcís Puget Riquer (1916–83), both of whom focused on capturing the colours of local life on the island.

Learn about Moorish LifeHistory Museum

map Google map

Drop into the tiny, fascinating Centre d’Interpretació Madina Yabisa in Dalt Vila to delve into the history of Ibiza Town, once the medieval Moorish city of Madina Yabisa, which existed prior to the island’s fall to Catalan forces in 1235. The centre is housed within the building that was, from the 15th century, the Casa de la Cúria (law courts). Parts of the interior have been exposed to reveal the original Moorish-era defensive walls, including, interestingly, a Roman-era gravestone built into one corner. Artefacts, audiovisuals and maps will transport you back in time.

Stroll the Old PortHarbour Promenade

map Google map

Walk Ibiza Town’s elegant harbour promenade, Passeig Marítim, which is lined with cafes, bars, shops and restaurants. Yachts bob about on the marina on the north bank, while old whitewashed fishers’ homes cluster along its south side, in the shadow of sparkling superyachts. Wandering this highly atmospheric warren of tottering houses and cobbled streets, filled with uber-chic boutiques and quirky market stalls, is an essential Ibiza experience. It isn’t loaded with conventional sights, though – the fun lies in soaking up the summer scene and the pure theatre of the Ibizan night.

Party in Ibiza’s LGBTIQ+ VillageNightlife

map Google map

The slim, 400m-long Carrer de la Verge, running parallel to the Passeig Marítim, is named after the Virgin Mary, although these days it revolves around more bacchanalian pleasures than religious devotion. This is Ibiza’s main LGBTIQ+ village, a heady ambience of around 20 bars (see here), many of which are cave-like spaces that feel like they’ve been hacked out of the hillside, and they’re all just calling for a club crawl. During July and August, join the snug streetside terraces packed with drinkers celebrating the sultry Ibiza night – often into the early hours.

Keep in mind that some of the back lanes beneath Dalt Vila can get dodgy – keep your eyes open.

Get Wild at LíoCabaret

map Google map

Basking in perfect views of Dalt Vila from its terrace, multifaceted Pacha-group venue Lío, located on the ritzy northern harbour of Marina Botafoc, arguably enjoys the best location in Ibiza. It’s a chance to glam it up at a glitzy cabaret show with live music while you try to keep the sequins out of your gourmet meal. Expect to shell out some serious cash (upwards of €120) and reserve ahead – dinner bookings include all entertainment, and it morphs into a club after 1am.

Celebrate the CorsairsMonument

map Google map

Halfway along the Passeig Marítim you’ll notice the 1905 Monument als Corsaris, a stone obelisk honouring Ibiza’s corsairs: privateers licensed by the Spanish crown to combat the threat of North African raiders, as well as the British and French armies. The monument faces a small square, Plaça d’Antoni Riquer, named after the Ibizan corsair responsible for capturing a major British ship, Felicity, in 1806.


Port Tips

• The port area is practically deserted between November and Easter, with most bars and restaurants closed. • Keep an eye out for happy-hour deals at waterside bars and terraces. • Harbour-front bars charge much more for drinks than those just inland. • The cafes on Plaça de sa Constitució enjoy fantastic views of the Portal de Ses Taules, leading up into Dalt Vila. • The dark lanes south of (above) Carrer de la Verge comprise a barrio (district) where street crime can be an issue. Take care after dark.



Sample Local Produce at Mercat VellFood Market

map Google map

Tucked in at the foot of Dalt Vila, on Plaça de sa Constitució, you’ll find Ibiza Town’s graceful, columned, neoclassical Mercat Vell. The market has been the trading spot for the island’s fruit and veg since 1872. So pop in to check out the locally sourced produce, from olive oil and artisanal bread to homemade quiches – great for gathering a picnic. Or kick back at the encircling cafes, bars and restaurants – the perfect perch for drinking in the action.

Dine & Drink at Vara de Rey & Plac ̧a des ParcIbizan Food & Cafes

Stroll Ibiza Town’s most beautiful boulevard, Vara de Rey – it’s traffic-free, dotted with cafes and graced by elegant townhouses – and you’ll spot the Vara de Rey Monument (map Google map). It depicts the Ibizan general Joachim Vara de Rey, who died in the 1898 Battle of El Caney, when Spanish and American troops fought each other over control of the Cuban town of El Caney.

Then, join Ibiza residents who have been flocking to family-run Ca n’Alfredo (map Google map) since 1934. It’s a great place for the freshest of seafood and other classic Ibizan dishes that are so good it’s essential to book. Try the John Dory fillets in almond sauce, or one of the many traditional dishes from the dedicated Ibizan cuisine menu, all accompanied by an impressive selection of Balearic wines.

For your pre- or post-meal drink, wander over to nearby Plaça des Parc, where the terraces of Born and Madagascar fill, even on off-season weekends.

Explore the Necròpolis del Puig des MolinsAncient Cemetery

map Google map

From the street, it looks like little more than rocky scrubland, but it’s really worth the effort to spend a few hours at the vast, ancient burial ground of Necròpolis del Puig des Molins. It was a key part of Ibiza Town’s 1999 UNESCO World Heritage recognition, and the earliest tombs date from Phoenician times, or the 7th century BCE, to be exact. Noble Carthaginians were buried here in their thousands, transported from all over the empire.

Peer into the hypogea (burial caverns) cut deep into the hill – you can descend into an interlocking batch – but the highlight of this necropolis might just be the on-site museum of amulets, jewellery, vases and terracotta figurines from the more than 3000 tombs honeycombing the hillside. It’s thought that Ibiza became an A-list cemetery for wealthy Carthaginians because their burial requirements were very specific – one such requirement being a burial site free from poisonous creatures; there are no snakes or scorpions on the island of Ibiza.

Take a Dalt Vila Art WorkshopArt Class

Feeling your creativity spark in Ibiza? Why not spend a few hours with a local guide from Eco Ibiza (ecoibiza.info) on a tour of the hidden corners of Dalt Vila, and then try your hand at a painting workshop. You can paint on canvas, or instead take their esparto-weaving workshop, where you can fashion a small object using the native grass that is used to make everything from espadrilles to baskets.

Hike Dalt Vila’s Wild PointSecret Walking Paths

If you can find your way to the back of Dalt Vila, near the Baluard de Sant Bernat and the end of Camí del Calvari – where there’s a teeny car park, which you can access from the arched portal beneath Castell d’Eivissa – take a hike out onto the rocky promontory, through the maquis scrub vegetation that’s punctuated with old military batteries. It’s a surprisingly wild spot in the midst of busy Ibiza Town. You’ll get brilliant views of the open sea and the azure coves below.


I LIVE HERE: WHERE TO SHOP IN IBIZA TOWN

Born in Ibiza, Hjordis Fogelberg, author of My Ibiza and My Formentera, tells us about her favourite Ibiza Town shops.

Sombrerería Bonet

map Google map

First opened in 1916 and still run by the same family. It’s kept its vintage style and stocks every kind of hat you can imagine.

Vicente Ganesha

map Google map

An Indian/Ibizan bazaar of colourful clothing. I stock up on a new pair of Indian sandals here at the start of every summer, and my favourite drip-dry beach dresses are all Vicente’s designs.

Holala

map Google map

You can’t miss this colourful vintage store. Charlotte, the owner, has such a good eye for vintage gems.



Swim at Figueretes BeachBEACH & PROMENADE

If you’d like a dip or a change of scene to a more casual side of Ibiza Town, make your way southwest of Dalt Vila to find the slender bay of Platja de ses Figueretes (map), about 1km southwest of Ibiza Town centre, or a 15-minute walk. It’s the closest patch of sand to Ibiza Town, with a palm-lined promenade and several sea-facing restaurants; we like Can Jesper and Soleado.

The promenade is also backed by some excellent suite hotels, so it’s also a compelling alternative to town-centre accommodation. Sud Ibiza Suites (map) boasts panoramic sea views.

Peer into History at Església de JesúsHISTORIC CHURCH

Enjoy an interesting (and short) outing by heading 2km north of Platja de Talamanca to the bustling village of Jesús, home to the beautiful, whitewashed Església de Jesús (map), which dates back to 1466. Its pillared portico was added at the turn of the 20th century, but inside it’s particularly notable for its extraordinary Gothic altarpiece – the central face of the Virgin is considered a masterpiece of medieval Balearic iconography.

Pair your visit to the historic church with a chilled-out lunch or coffee across the street at Bon Lloc Ibiza 1965 (map), where the busy terrace looks out on all the village action.

Discover the Cove at S’EstanyolBeach Lunch

Something of a secret beach, S’Estanyol (map) is a tiny, gorgeous pebbly cove only accessible by a dirt road (rough in parts). A few fishing huts dot the seaweed-filled shoreline, and you’ll find excellent snorkelling offshore. You can find it 3km northeast of Platja de Talamanca, signposted from the northeast end of the bay. The last 1.5km is a dirt track.

By the shore, the boho-cool chiringuito (beach bar) Cala Bonita (map) serves fresh seafood, polished paellas, contemporary tapas and a smart, local-produce-infused Mediterranean menu, including inventive salads such as quinoa with burrata. It doubles as a smart tapas and cocktail bar, offers sunbeds on the sand, and always has quality DJ beats. Opening hours vary outside summer, and it’s usually closed in winter.

Embark on an Ibiza Food TourFOOD TOUR

Throw your focus on all things culinary with Ibiza Food Tour (ibizafoodtours.com), who’ll take you around the old town, sampling local sobrassada (paprika-based sausage), Ibizan honey and homemade ice cream. Tours typically last about three hours, and you’ll walk about 4km in total, with a lot of stops along the way.

Go Green at Casita VerdeECOLOGICAL CENTRE

map

Get into Ibiza’s counterculture vibe at the Casita Verde ecological education centre. Established in 1996, it enjoys an idyllic rural location, 9km southwest of Sant Rafel, and functions as both an experiential centre for sustainable resources and permaculture techniques; it’s also the headquarters of the environmental charity Greenheart Ibiza. You can arrange a tour via their website.

Bike Ibiza’s other Wild SideCycling

map

There’s more to this sun-kissed, beach-bejewelled, pine-clad island than meets the bleary eye. Cycle off the beaten track for a spell between hidden hamlets or secluded north-coast coves to discover Ibiza’s surprisingly peaceful side.

In Ibiza Town proper, Ibiza Bike Tours (ibizabiketours.com/en) rent bikes, help with route planning and lead guided rides. They have e-bikes, too, to make it easier for all fitness (and energy) levels.

Ibiza also has some fantastic mountain-bike terrain, and Eric at Bike Ibiza (bike-ibiza.com) focuses on mountain-bike tours of the island that are tailored to fit your needs. He also does them on wonderful Formentera, and you can add on water sports and other activities.

Ibiza MTB (ibizamtb.com) offers bike rental with helmets and roadside assistance included. You can also slip into the saddle for two- to three-hour guided mountain-bike tours, which range from trips along the coast to sunset rides, forest single tracks and excursions to the Parc Natural de Ses Salines.

Tours can arrange pickup from Ibiza Town.



MOORISH IBIZA

The Arrival of the Moors

The Moors made irregular raids on Ibiza and the Balearics in the 8th and 9th centuries CE, but they did not take formal control until 902 CE, when the Emir of Córdoba launched an invasion of the islands. At the time, Ibiza was a poor, isolated backwater, with minimal links to the outside world. Moorish rule brought many benefits in both tolerance and prosperity, but above all, it introduced specialised hydraulic-engineering systems and waterways that transformed agriculture and salt production (see here), enabling crops such as rice and sugarcane to be grown.

A Booming City

Ibiza Town thrived under Moorish rule, becoming a prosperous port with bustling markets. The city gained a new name (Yabisa), language (Arabic) and religion (Islam). Yabisa was divided into three areas, with the fortified castle and palace on the hill, a residential and market zone beneath, and a lower area bordering the port. Most of Ibiza Town’s port-level defensive walls at Dalt Vila were constructed during the Moorish period.

The Fall of Moorish Ibiza

For 200 years, under tolerant walis (governors), Yabisa was a stable, flourishing city. Away from it, ancient ways survived in rural areas, where Christianity was often practised. Trouble erupted from 1085 onwards, when control of the Balearics passed to the Al-Murtada dynasty, who raided towns in mainland Spain and Italy while using the Baleriacs as a base. In 1114 thousands of Pisan and Catalan troops, backed by the pope, formed a mini-crusade and invaded Ibiza. Although Christian forces laid siege to Yabisa, massacring the Moorish population, demolishing the city’s walls and ending Al-Murtada rule, they didn’t take control. The Moorish Almoravid dynasty took power, only to be ousted by the Moorish Almohads in 1188.

Moorish rule came to a definitive end when Catalan forces took Yabisa on 8 August 1235, after a long siege. Mallorca had been conquered by the Spanish Christians in 1229; Menorca followed in 1287. Catalan replaced Arabic as Ibiza’s main language, Catholicism became the official religion, and Yabisa was renamed Eivissa.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Budget     € € Midrange     € € € Top End
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Eating

Casual & Delicious Food

Ficus Food Lab €€

map

A friendly spot with well-priced daily lunch menu that consists of fresh, veg-friendly Mediterranean fare. 1-4pm & 8pm-midnight Tue-Sat

Can Costa €

map Google map

Reasonably priced grilled meats and paella make this a popular go-to in the Old Port. 1-3.30pm & 8-11pm Mon-Sat

La Barra de la Bientirada Ibiza €€

map Google map

Modern and fun cervecería (beer bar) right in the centre, where you’ll find delish tapas – and sangria, too. No reservations. noon-midnight

S’Escalinata €

map Google map

This cafe-bar enjoys a magical location inside Dalt Vila, where low-slung tables and colourful cushions cascade down a steep staircase. Healthy breakfasts, tapas, bocadillos (baguette sandwiches with a ham, cheese, potato omelette or sausage filling) and light dinners; cocktails by night. 10am-2am

Comidas Bar San Juan €

map Google map

Drop in for excellent-value, no-nonsense Spanish cuisine served at shared tables at this popular family-run joint that’s more traditional than trendy. 1-11pm Mon-Sat

Dining in the Old Port

Los Pasajeros €€€

map Google map

Between club-night posters, pounding house music and shared bench-style tables, dig into gigantic portions of Spanish favourites at this joint that’s hidden up a narrow staircase, where everyone crams in to queue. 7pm-midnight Tue-Sun

Vicolo 5 €€

map Google map

This cosy trattoria serves authentic Italian fare, with tables spread out on an Old Port lane. 6.30pm-12.30am

Sa Cova €€€

map Google map

Wind your way through Old Town lanes to this small bistro serving tasty, French-inspired Mediterranean fare. Merge straight into a night out at Bar 1805 next door. 7pm-2am Mon-Sat

Puttin’ on the Ritz

Hotel Mirador de Dalt Vila €€€

map Google map

Dine magnificently on delightfully presented gourmet Mediterranean dishes at this intimate restaurant that’s set in a grand mansion. Grab cocktails in the cosy bar. 1-4pm & 8pm-midnight

La Gaia €€€

map Google map

Refined food as art is the name of the game here, with luxe tasting menus – across the street from Pacha. 8pm-midnight Mon-Sat

Sushi Omakase by Walt €€€

map Google map

Although tiny and with no discernable sign outside, this spot is full of Michelin-star Japanese food and chef-driven sushi. seatings 7.30pm & 10.30pm Mon-Fri

La Torreta €€€

map Google map

Enjoying a great location on a lively Dalt Vila square, enjoy delicately prepared seafood, pastas and desserts here. Dining room occupies a medieval defence tower. 6-12.30pm

Bakeries & Cafes

Perdición €

map Google map

Come here year-round for flaky croissants, light lunches and corner people-watching in the new town. 7.30am-11pm Mon-Fri, 8.30am-11pm Sat & Sun

Pantastic €

map

At Pantastic, it’s espresso, cakes, eggs and loaded toast with organic, stone-milled flours and sourdough. 8am-3pm Tue-Fri, to 2pm Sat

Patisserie Margot €€

map Google map

This precious Marina Botafoc pastry shop serves swanky breakfasts on a Parisian-style terrace overlooking Dalt Vila. 8am-6pm Wed-Mon, to 3pm Thu

Beachside in Talamanca

Bes €€€

map

Savour exquisite seafood perfectly prepared on a terrace on the wide-open Platja de Talamanca – the best Mediterranean experience. 12.30-9pm

Fish Shack €€

map

Perched sea-side on the eastern tip of Talamanca bay, this no-nonsense chiringuito (beach bar) is one of the most popular in-the-know seafood spots on the island. No credit cards. 11am-midnight

Es Llaüt d’en Marc €€

map

Heaped portions of Spanish favourites get better by the second with the views of Talamanca beyond. 1pm-midnight

Figueretes Waterfront Spots

Can Jesper €

map

Eat waterside on the pretty promenade at Platja de ses Figueretes for tapas and cocktails, or coffee by day. 2pm-2am Thu-Tue

Soleado €€

map

Friendly Soleado is a cut above, with fine Provençal seafood, meat and fish. Lovely terrace overlooks the beach. 9am-11pm Tue-Sun
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Drinking

Bars in the Port & Dalt Vila

Bar 1805

map Google map

This Sa Penya cocktail gem mixes up absinthe concoctions among its other creative combinations. French-ish bistro fare served, too. 7.30pm-3am

Bar Es Cafetí

map Google map

Friendly spot with eclectic decor in Dalt Vila, perfect for a pit stop with cocktails and finger food. 10am-6pm Mon-Fri, noon-6pm Sat, noon-4pm Sun


Can Pou

map Google map

One of the port’s most dependable harbour-front bars attracts a loyal local crowd thanks to fairly moderate prices and a great marina-facing terrace. 8.30am-4am

Aluna Funky Room

map Google map

This is the new location for Pacha’s famous Funky Room run by Vaughan, an Ibiza mainstay. Soul, funk and welcoming grooves all the way. 7pm-3am

Paradise Lost

map Google map

This tiny cocktail bar serves up high-octane drinks in the Sa Penya district of the Old Town. 8pm-3am

Clubbing in Ibiza Town

Club Chinois

map Google map

Swanky good times at this Marina Botafoc nightclub where you’d better dress to impress or they won’t let you in. Club hop to nearby Pacha and Lío. 11.45pm-6.30am Tues, Thurs & Sun

Lola’s

map Google map

The Old Port’s mainstay late-night dance club, Lola’s has an LGBTIQ+ focus and gets going late. midnight-6am

Wine, Cocktails & Coffee

Born

map Google map

Our favourite for coffee, cocktails, vermut (vermouth) and wine on Plaça del Parc, where you can watch the world go by and catch the chill Ibiza vibe. 11am-2am

One Cup Coffee IBZ

map Google map

Small-batch coffees and brunchy home bakes are in order in this tiny hipster storefront in Ibiza Town. 8am-8pm Wed-Mon

Mogali

map Google map

Merge from espresso and juices by day to wines paired with small Italian-style plates by night. 8.30am-11pm
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Shopping

Clothes & Accessories

Babaz

map Google map

This glitzy boutique on Ibiza Town’s market square is lined with boho-luxe fashion from much-loved French label Antik Batik: sensuous kaftans, breezy dresses, and glittery sandals and accessories. 11am-10pm Mon-Sat

Charo Ruiz

map Google map

Fashion-forward world of Ibiza-based, Seville-born designer Charo Ruiz, famous for her elegant, figure-hugging, island-inspired women’s couture creations that feature beautiful embroidery and crochet. 10.30am-11pm

Ibiza Bagús

map Google map

Sparkly sequins, jazzy pom-poms, floaty fabrics and rainbows of summer-inspired colours set a fun tone for kaftans, dresses, sandals, bags and more at this boho boutique. 11am-2pm & 6-10pm

Scents of Ibiza

Campos de Ibiza

map Google map

This fab little spot is focused on perfumes infused with summery island scents (mandarin, jasmine, almond blossom). Lovely scented candles, moisturisers and bath salts, too. 10.30am-9pm Mon-Sat






WORTH A TRIP

Ibiza’s Megaclubs

Believe the hype. Despite being, essentially, a tiny island in the western Med, Ibiza can happily lay claim to being the world’s top clubbing destination. The globe’s biggest DJs spin their magic here in summer, and the nightlife industry is very much the engine of the Ibizan economy. Here’s our primer on the scene.



PLANNING TIP

Maximise clubbing in Ibiza with a little advance planning. Before you head to the island, check out club websites to buy tickets for the season’s line-up.




PLANNING TIP

Bars get busy around 10pm, and nightclubs start to fill from midnight onwards.



Megaclubs Cheat Sheet

Pacha Ibiza’s original megaclub, featuring a multi-level dance floor and myriad lounges. Ibiza Town

Amnesia Ibiza’s most influential club, where DJ Alfredo pioneered Balearic beat. Sant Rafel

Privilege The world’s largest club, and regular host to thousands of clubbers. Sant Rafel

Underground Smaller, music-driven dance scene with scant promotion. Sant Rafel

Hï Ibiza Voted DJ Magazine’s World’s Best Club in 2022 and 2023, with marquee DJ residencies. Platja d’en Bossa

Ushuaïa Glitzy pool parties under the sun at Ibiza’s hottest daytime club, with designer-clad hedonistas. Platja d’en Bossa

DC 10 Swap celeb sightings and VIP areas for underground vibes and a music-savvy crowd. Sant Josep de sa Talaia

Akasha Northern Ibiza’s alternative psy-trance nights, with bar and live music (blues, Afrobeat, reggae). Sant Carles
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Party with a Plan

Tickets for big-name events sell out fast, so buy in advance and plan to spend; premium events cost €100 and up. You can buy discounted club tickets early on – either online, or from authorised merchants, bars and promoters all over the island.


DRINK PRICES

Drink prices in clubs are typically €12–17 for beer or water, and €20+ for a combinado (spirit and mixer). Bars, particularly in Ibiza Town, offer more affordable drinks.



What to Expect

Going to a club in Ibiza is not like going to a club anywhere else. Huge venues with state-of-the-art sound systems can host 10,000 clubbers at a time. This makes an Ibiza club more like a summer-long music festival than a mere nightclub. Explore the floors of the big-name clubs to find different scenes and music on each. Roam lounges, pools and terraces with incredible light shows and theatricals, plus ornate costumes, and DJs who perform like rock stars.

At most clubs you can book VIP tickets (for a premium), which usually allow you to skip the lines and get a dedicated table in a VIP section (but you have to dress to impress or you’ll be turned away).

The minimum age for entry is usually 18 years old, though enforcement varies. Bring ID.

Party Hubs

Ibiza is one of the world’s most (in)famous nightlife destinations, hosting legendary megaclubs such as Pacha, Amnesia and Privilege. Megaclubs cluster around Ibiza Town, as well as Platja d’en Bossa, Sant Rafel de Sa Creu and Sant Antoni de Portmany.

Ibiza Town also has a string of lively spots, including Plaça des Parc, the Passeig Marítim area, and Carrer de la Verge, home to the island’s main LGBTIQ+ scene. Sant Antoni is also home to Ibiza’s renowned Sunset Strip.

Dotted all over Ibiza are wonderful summertime beach bars – some mellow, others with a party vibe – that bring the scene to the beach: try Chiringay and Sunset Ashram. There’s also an ever-growing number of glitzy beach clubs and some delightfully atmospheric village bars.
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IBIZA CLUB NIGHTS

Clubs historically ‘leased’ their premises to external promoters on different nights. British dance brands introduced this in the ’90s when cash-rich clubs such as the Ministry of Sound descended on Ibiza. The We Love parties at now-defunct Space reached legendary status. These arrangements continue to a degree, but now Ibiza’s clubs promote their own nights, working directly with DJs.



Clubbing in Ibiza Town: Pacha

Going strong since 1973, Pacha is Ibiza’s original megaclub, and the upscale party venue of choice for both islanders and yachties. It anchors the club scene in Marina Botafoc, which is also home to Lío and Club Chinois.

Pacha is built around the shell of a farmhouse. It boasts a multi-level main dance floor, a huge VIP section and myriad places to dance and lounge, including a fabulous open-air terrace, a Global Room for hip-hop and R&B, and the Sweet Pacha area for ’80s and ’90s hits.

Virtually anyone who’s anyone in the DJ world has spun the decks here, including the likes of Paul Oakenfold, Sasha and Roger Sanchez. It was also home to the famous Funky Room (for soul and disco beats), which has been reinvented by owner Vaughan at Aluna Funky Room in the heart of the old town. Pacha clubs can now be found all over the world, and they also runs a couple of Ibiza party hotels: El Hotel Pacha, near the club, and Destino Pacha, a resort on the promontory to the northeast of Platja de Talamanca.

Clubbing in Sant Rafel: Amnesia & Privilege

Just 6km northeast of Ibiza Town and close to the island’s centre, the small village of Sant Rafel is equidistant from the raunchy bar action of Sant Antoni and the classier nightlife, historical riches and cosmopolitan culture of Ibiza Town. Its blockbuster attractions are two of the world’s most renowned megaclubs. Amnesia is iconic and retains an underground, alternative reputation. Over the road is monumentally proportioned Privilege, the world’s largest club, which hosted the island’s wild, world-famous Manumission nights, replete with live sex shows.


FUEL BEFORE AMNESIA

For pre-club fuel, Ca’n Pilot, on Sant Rafel’s main street, is popular for Spanish-style grilled meats, with excellent lamb, pollo payés (country chicken) and beef. Book ahead in summer.



Amnesia

Amnesia is arguably Ibiza’s most influential club, welcoming such DJ royalty as Sven Väth, Paul van Dyk, Paul Oakenfold, Tiësto and Avicii. There’s a warehouse-like main room and a terrace topped by a graceful atrium. The biggest shows are usually the techno-house night in the elrow room – think over-the-top themed nights complete with bungee divers and stilt-walkers. Other big nights include Pyramid, which is similar to their former techno-fest Cocoon; straight-up house night Amnesia Presents; and Bresh, with more of a reggaeton vibe. Keep an eye out for foam-filled Espuma, which always draws a big local crowd.

Amnesia’s origins actually go back to the 18th century, when the farmhouse that the club is built around was first constructed. It was a venue for hippy gatherings in the 1970s, then became Ibiza’s first after-hours club in the mid-1980s when groundbreaking DJ Alfredo played Balearic beat in the sunshine and the genre exploded. Amnesia’s underground, innovative musical policy has made it the island’s most fashionable club.


DISCOBUS

Much cheaper than a taxi (which costs about €12–18 from Ibiza Town and €22 from Playa d’en Bossa to Sant Rafel), the Discobus (discobusibiza.com; €4 to €5 per person) runs all night from June through September between Ibiza Town, Platja d’en Bossa, Sant Rafel and Sant Antoni.



Privilege

Alas, the world’s biggest club, Privilege, has been on hiatus from 2020 to 2024 (it’s slated to reopen in 2025). It’s a mind-blowing space that regularly hosts 10,000 clubbers. The venue was originally an open-air affair called Ku, and stars including Freddie Mercury and James Brown once headlined here. Privilege’s best times were undoubtedly during Manumission’s infamous residency. DJs Tiësto and Armin van Buuren have enjoyed seasons here.

The main dance floor is an enormous, pulsating area, with the DJ’s booth suspended above the crowd. VIP areas are located on the upper levels, while an open-air dome forms a chill-out zone. When it reopens, pick your night carefully; sometimes this vast venue can feel achingly empty. In the Coco Loco room, DJs spin alternative sounds, and live acts sometimes play in the back room.
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CLUB SEASON

Opening- and closing-night parties are always a blast – the season usually runs from late May to early October. Outside of season, clubs are shut.



Clubbing in Sant Antoni & Platja d’en Bossa

Famed Hï Ibiza and Ushuaïa, conveniently located across the street from each other, are the stars of Platja d’en Bossa in south Ibiza.

In Sant Antoni, party by day at O Beach and Ibiza Rocks Bar, or play on the Sunset Strip, then dance into the night at Eden, Es Paradís and Pikes.







Explore

South Ibiza

The island’s spectacular southern reaches include Ibiza’s highest peak (Sa Talaiassa, 475m), its most beautiful snow-white-sand beaches and the enigmatic, enticing southwest island of Es Vedrà. It’s a region of legends, both ancient and modern, with the contemporary clifftop art installation of Time and Space (aka Stonehenge) and the mystical quarry of Atlantis.

The southeast’s big highlight is the glistening salt flats of the UNESCO World Heritage–listed Parc Natural de Ses Salines, home to splendid white sands and mellow chiringuitos (beach bars) on Platja de Ses Salines and Es Cavallet, as well as the shimmering salt pans (especially glorious at sunset).

Factor in the world-renowned clubs of Platja d’en Bossa, some top-notch restaurants and bombastic beach bars, and the allure of Ibiza’s south is unique.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-car] Car & Scooter

The easiest way to get around the countryside.

[image: icon-busa] Bus

Hubs are Sant Jordi, Sant Josep and Sant Rafel. Main lines include L3 Ibiza Town–Sant Rafel–Sant Antoni (every 15 to 60 minutes), L8 Ibiza Town–Sant Josep–Sant Antoni (every hour) and L10 Airport–Platja d’en Bossa–Ibiza Town (every 20 to 30 minutes). From May to October, buses link Ibiza Town and Sant Antoni with some southern beaches.


THE SHORT LIST

Hike to clifftop TORRE DES SAVINAR for sweeping sunset views of ES VEDRÀ island.

Lose yourself in salt pans and sublime white-sand beaches in PARC NATURAL DE SES SALINES.

Party day and night at fantastical duo Hï IBIZA and USHUAïA on Platja d’en Bossa.

Get away from it all at a small cove with azure water, like that of CALA LLENTRISCA.
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1Top Experiences

 Es VedràA5

 Parc Natural de Ses SalinesG6




1Experiences

1Platja d’en BossaH4

2UshuaïaG4

 Ushuaïa Hotel(see 2)

3Hï IbizaG4

4Es CavalletG5

5Església de Sant JordiG4

6Església de Sant RafelG1

7Platja de Sa CaletaE5

 Restaurante Sa Caleta(see 7)

 Poblament Fenici de Sa Caleta(see 7)

8Cala JondalE5

 Blue Marlin(see 8)

 Jondal(see 8)

 Tropicana(see 8)

9Es XarcoD5

10PorroigD5

11Es TorrentD4

12Església Es CubellsC4

13Cala LlentriscaC5

14Cala d’HortB4

15Ses Païsses de Cala d’HortB4

16Big Blue IbizaB3

 Cala Vedella(see 16)

17Cala TaridaB2

 Ca’s Mila(see 17)

 Orcasub(see 17)

18Time and SpaceB2

 Time & Space Car Park(see 18)

19Racó VerdD3




5Eating

20Can Berri VellD2

 Bar Can Berri(see 20)

21S’EspartarC2

 Bargrill Llumbi(see 12)

22Ca’n PilotG1

 El Carmen(see 14)

23La EscolleraG5

24Restaurant Balneari Cala CarbóB4

 Destino(see 19)

 Forn Es Blat(see 5)

 Passion(see 2)

25The ViewB1

 Es Boldadó(see 14)

 Unic(see 1)




6Drinking

26Sa TrinxaG6

27Experimental BeachF5

28BeachouseG4

29DC 10G4

30Can Jordi Blues StationE3




7Shopping

31Mercat de Sant JordiG4









TOP EXPERIENCE


Es Vedrà

Off Ibiza’s southwest tip, the exquisite, vertiginous island of Es Vedrà is one of the Balearics’ most startling sights, emerging abruptly from the glittering Mediterranean like an offshore volcano. The island is associated with numerous local myths and legends, and the sunset walk to its viewpoint and the Torre des Savinar is an iconic experience.


map


PLANNING TIP

There’s no bus service to the area, so you’ll need your own wheels. The main Es Vedrà viewpoint is only accessible on foot, as are the caves, the Torre des Savinar and Atlantis.
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Scan this QR code for more information on the Reserves Naturals des Vedrà.



Rock Stars

The scenery around Ibiza’s southwestern tip is genuinely breathtaking. The star of the show is the spectacular offshore island of Es Vedrà, rising from the azure Mediterranean and guarded by its dragon-like sister islet, Es Vedranell – both of which are protected in a nature reserve.

Dramatically reaching a height of 382m, Es Vedrà is associated with numerous local legends, and since Ibiza’s southern-coast road is surrounded by high mountains, the effect is spellbinding when the island unexpectedly pops into view. You can also see it from as far as Formentera.

You can’t visit the island itself, but you can access the main viewpoint of Es Vedrà Mirador, an open perch where you get sweeping views. It’s a favourite local walk around sunset – a rocky dirt track leads to the parking area, then it’s a 10-minute stroll on relatively even dirt ground to the viewpoint.

The Many Myths of Es Vedrà

The subject of countless local myths and legends, Es Vedrà is perhaps Ibiza’s most enigmatic attraction. It’s said to be highly magnetic (sailors have reported malfunctioning compasses as they near the island), and there have supposedly been numerous UFO sightings in the area. A pilot even diverted his flight to make an emergency landing in Valencia in 1979 after reporting strange lights and an unidentified object around Es Vedrà.

The island is also linked to the Carthaginian love and fertility goddess Tanit. Another story has it that Es Vedrà could be the island of the sirens – the sea nymphs who tried to lure Odysseus from his ship in Homer’s epic. A Carmelite priest, Francesc Palau i Quer, reported seeing visions of the Virgin Mary and satanic rituals here in the 19th century.
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QUICK BREAK

On nearby Cala d’Hort, El Carmen specialises in fresh fish and rice dishes. Es Boldadó serves up more of the same, with even grander views.



Torre des Savinar

From Es Vedrà Mirador, you can climb to the lofty, spectacularly located Torre des Savinar, a defence tower where you’ll get even better views over enigmatic Es Vedrà and Es Vedranell, and southeast to pancake-flat Formentera. The tower was constructed in 1763 to safeguard Ibiza’s southern flank from pirate attacks – it’s also known as Torre d’en Pirata. You may remember it being a featured location in the Netflix TV series White Lines. Get to the tower on a steep 15-minute hike uphill from Es Vedrà Mirador (you’ll see the track and tower from the viewpoint).


NEARBY ADVENTURES

While you’re on this part of the island, you can take a dip at Cala d’Hort or delve back into Ibiza’s ancient roots at Ses Païsses de Cala d’Hort.



Atlantis

Around Ibiza, you might hear mention of Atlantis, a tiny rocky peninsula that’s actually the remarkable former quarry of Pedrera de Cala d’Hort. It’s easy to see how hippies viewed the oblique cut-stone outlines as the remains of a lost civilisation. Visitors have added Hindu-style carvings to the rocks, and cliff jumpers plunge into the deep, cobalt water below.

Atlantis is only accessible on foot – a hard-going 30-minute descent from the hilltop south of the parking spot near Es Vedrà Mirador. You can also get to it by summiting the hill after visiting Torre des Savinar, then descending to meet the trail from the parking lot.


GETTING HERE

To reach the Es Vedrà viewpoint, take the signposted Torre des Savinar turn-off 1km southeast of Cala d’Hort. Park after 500m and walk the final 10 minutes to the viewpoint.



Cliff Caves

Two caves gaze out on Es Vedrà. Cova des Mirador is a tiny cavern directly below the main Es Vedrà viewpoint – many people leave offerings here. Just above Atlantis, the Cova de Buda is a place of sanctuary that’s home to a remarkable Buddha image, said to have been etched decades ago by a Japanese hermit. Atlantis and the two caves are revered by the spiritually minded and should be treated with respect.


TOP EXPERIENCE

Parc Natural de Ses Salines

The southeastern tip of Ibiza offers seriously stunning landscapes, including some of the island’s very best silky-sand beaches, including Platja de Ses Salines. Most of this region is protected by Parc Natural de Ses Salines, and you’ll be entranced by the dazzling expanse of the colour-shifting Ses Salines salt pans.


map


PLANNING TIP

There are large car parks (€7 per day) at both Platja de Ses Salines and Es Cavallet. They fill up quickly between mid-June and September, so arrive early.
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Scan this QR code for more information on Parc Natural de Ses Salines.



Background

It’s well worth setting aside a day to explore (and lounge) in the 168-sq-km UNESCO World Heritage–listed Parc Natural de Ses Salines. Encompassing southeastern Ibiza and stretching south across the water to northern Formentera, the park comprises marshes, sparkling salt pans, sandy cream-coloured beaches and pine-cloaked coastal cliffs. It’s a safe haven for over 200 species of birds, including the Audouin’s gull, the Balearic shearwater and hot-pink flocks of migrating flamingos (August to October).

Ses Salines Salt Pans

Just south of Ibiza’s airport, the shimmering pools of the salines (salt pans) were the island’s main source of wealth until the tourism boom. Approaching Platja de Ses Salines and the beautiful beach of Es Cavallet, you drive right across the main body of Ses Salines, an unforgettable experience. Salt is still harvested here for export; you’ll see it piled up by the road.

Salt-Making Process

Originally, salt was traded from nearby Platja d’en Bossa, but in the late 19th century a new jetty was built at La Canal on the north side of Platja de Ses Salines and a steam engine was brought in to shift the salt. Until that time, everything had been done manually, with labourers toiling in the extreme August heat. These days, machines do the hard work.
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Salt has been of vital importance since antiquity, essential for health and preserving food, and southern Ibiza’s terrain is ideal for salt production. Seawater is pumped in during the month of May and left to evaporate for three months before being harvested in August. The water level must be perfect: if it evaporates too quickly, there will be no salt residue. Rainy summers also harm salt production: if the water isn’t saline enough, it won’t crystallise into salt. If conditions are good, a crust of pink-white powder develops; this is stored in huge salt mounds, then exported.

Ibiza’s natural salt is a popular souvenir. You’ll spot its pretty turquoise packaging at shops all over the island.


QUICK BREAK

On Platja de Ses Salines, Sa Trinxa is one of Ibiza’s best places to chill, with daily DJs. On Es Cavallet, La Escollera is a stylish bar-restaurant with lovely sea views, or try barefoot-chic El Chiringuito and gay-friendly Chiringay.



Platja de Ses Salines

Arguably Ibiza’s best beach, Platja de Ses Salines is a gorgeous sweep of white sand with glass-clear sea, backed by rolling sand dunes, patches of sabina pine woodland and buzzy chiringuitos (beach bars). Sun-seekers of all kinds flock here (it’s jammed in high summer) to work the bronzed, blissed-out Ibiza look. The scene varies from northwest (family-friendly) to southeast (boho and nudist).

Meals and drinks are expensive at the beachside chiringuitos; consider packing a picnic. There’s a huge, quick-to-fill car park (€7), and buses L11 and L11B run here from Ibiza Town. Or you can walk from Platja d’en Bossa.


ORIGINAL SALT-MAKERS

First developed by the Phoenicians, Ibiza’s spectacular, glittering salt pans were the island’s only reliable source of income for over 2000 years. The Romans and other invaders maintained the pools, but it was the Moors, experts in hydraulic technology, who developed the sophisticated system of channels, mills and sluice gates.



Torre de Ses Portes

From the formidable 18th-century defence tower of Torre de Ses Portes (pictured) on Ibiza’s southernmost tip, you’ll glimpse the islands that speckle the Es Freus strait. Among the islands are Illa des Penjats (Hangman’s Island) – where captured pirates were once sent to the gallows – and Illa des Porcs (Pigs’ Island) – where plump pigs smuggled over from Formentera were once kept.

On the 20-minute walk from the south end of Es Cavallet or Platja de Ses Salines to the tower, there’s no shade and nowhere for refreshments; bring water.


WALKING TOUR

Walk South Ibiza’s Beaches

This walk cuts through a diverse landscape that takes in wooded hills and three of the island’s best white beaches; it also fringes some glistening salt flats, mostly within the UNESCO-listed Parc Natural de Ses Salines. There are a couple of landmark defence towers to admire along the way, and the sea views are outstanding.


START

Southern end of Platja d’en Bossa

END

Northwestern end of Platja de Ses Salines

LENGTH

7km; 3 hours

[image: image]


1 Sand Dunes & Great Views

The southern end of Platja d’en Bossa is by far the most attractive stretch of this popular, touristed party beach, with sand dunes and, so far, relatively limited tourist development. You’ll enjoy fine views back along the coast to Ibiza Town and Dalt Vila.

2 Historic Defence Tower

Just beyond the far southern tip of Platja d’en Bossa, the conical defence tower of Torre de Sa Sal Rossa was constructed in the 16th century to safeguard Ibiza’s salt trade. The bay just below, Cala de Sa Sal Rossa (Pink Salt Cove), was a tiny port until the 19th century. Rowing boats loaded with salt were shuttled to cargo ships anchored offshore.

3 Pine Forests

The next section of the walk offers some shade and leaves behind Ibiza’s tourist scene. From the Torre de Sa Sal Rossa, a path climbs up through pine forests. This well-defined, undulating track parallels the coast south for 3km, passing deserted rocky coves.

4 Prime Beach

Eventually, you’ll emerge at Es Cavallet beach, close to La Escollera restaurant. There’s little shade ahead, so consider stopping here for a drink and a bite. Then, it’s a straight walk south along the blonde-sand shore. The southern end of Es Cavallet is very popular with gay visitors and nudists, and there’s a popular gay-focused restaurant, Chiringay.

5 Ibiza’s Southernmost Tip

South of Chiringay, the shoreline turns rocky as you approach the evocative Punta de Ses Portes, Ibiza’s southernmost tip. There’s a tiny cove here ringed by fishers’ huts, and unparalleled views south across the sea to Formentera. Standing guard over this lookout is the 18th-century Torre de Ses Portes, another majestic defence tower.

6 White Sand & Spectacular Swims

From the tower, return up the western side of this narrow peninsula, towards Platja de Ses Salines, Ibiza’s premier patch of frost-white sand, dotted with several uber-fashionable bars and restaurants. You’ll pass several tiny coves and rocky outcrops bordered by pine trees. There’s a bus stop at the northwest end of the beach.


DRIVING TOUR

Drive South Ibiza’s Coves

This south-coast spin takes in glorious hidden coves, a couple of pretty villages, an archaeological site, Ibiza’s loftiest peak, modern sculpture and coastal scenery, weaving through orchards, olive groves and wooded hills along the way. If you time your arrival at Time and Space (aka Stonehenge) for sunset, so much the better.


START

Sant Francesc de s’Estany

END

Time & Space (Stonehenge)

LENGTH

45km; 3 hours
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1 Salt Centre

The little village of Sant Francesc de s’Estany, 6km southwest of Ibiza Town, was a base for the workers of the surrounding salines (salt pans). Learn about the history of the local salt trade and surrounding environment at the Centre d’Interpretació de Ses Salines, located in the bright-white 18th-century church.

2 Ancient Phoenician Site

The cliffside Poblament Fenici de Sa Caleta was the first human settlement on Ibiza. In the early 8th century BCE, the Carthaginians established a foothold here, constructing a small hamlet by the sea. It’s a five-minute walk southeast of Platja de Sa Caleta.

3 Historic Church & Refreshment Break

The prosperous village of Sant Josep centres on an attractive main street with a whitewashed church, Església de Sant Josep, which dates from 1726 and boasts a three-storey facade with an impressive front porch. You can also stop in at the wonderfully low-key cafes, restaurants and boutiques in the village.

4 Island-Wide Views

Ibiza’s highest peak is Sa Talaiassa, and at 475m, it lords it over the island’s south. Drive to the top (signposted from the Sant Josep–Cala Vedella road) or hike up the signed 2.5km trail from Sant Josep. The summit has amazing vistas over the island, though you’ll be peering between gaps in the pine forest.

5 Pretty Beach for Snorkelling

The beauty of Cala Carbó lies in its simplicity: a pretty niche in Ibiza’s southwest coast (9km southwest of Sant Josep), it has a shoreline of sand and pebbles. You’ll find good snorkelling offshore and a couple of popular seafood restaurants here, too.

6 Cliffside Beach & Chiringuito

Descend to cliff-flanked Cala Codolar, a tiny, sheltered sandy beach at the end of a fiddly (signposted) dirt track, southwest off the Platges de Comte road. The headland to the north prevents the water from getting too choppy, and there’s a summer beach bar here.

You may hear about the ‘rave cave’, where occasional parties thump into the night. It’s the rock arch at gorgeous cove Sa Figuera Borda, just north of here.

7 Ibiza’s Stonehenge

Wrap up your road trip with a truly memorable sunset at Ibiza’s impressive, open-air clifftop sculpture/installation Time and Space, which locals have nicknamed Stonehenge.


EXPERIENCES

Kick Back at Platja d’en BossaBeach

map

Now backed by some of Ibiza’s hottest clubs (and a bunch of high-rise buildings), this white-gold, 3km-long strip of sand, washed by gentle aqua-coloured waves, remains as lovely as ever. For decades, Platja d’en Bossa, 5km southwest of Ibiza Town, was a pretty conventional bucket-and-spade resort aimed at holidaying families, but recent developments by the land-owning Matutes family have revolutionised the place. It’s now a non-stop party spot, host to some seriously big-name DJs, mostly thanks to the glitzy daytime club/hotel Ushuaïa and the 2017 launch of Hï Ibiza.

The beach itself is still glorious for a swim. You’ll find it bookended by the the resort suburb of Figueretes to the north and the Torre de Sa Sal Rossa defence tower to the south.

Hit the Megaclubs of Platja d’en BossaClubs

Queen of daytime clubbing, ice-cool Ushuaïa (map) is an open-air megaclub packed with designer-clad hedonistas and waterside fun. The party starts early with superstar DJs – such as Calvin Harris, Martin Garrix, Luciano and Robin Schulz – as well as poolside lounging on Bali-style beds. Check out the Sky Lounge for sparkling sea views, or stay the night in the minimalist-chic Ushuaïa Hotel (see map), located between the club and the beach. In 2024 the club opened their season earlier than usual (May), offering guests the chance to party before the intense crowds (and prices) of summer.

Across the street is the glitzy relative newcomer to Ibiza’s megaclub scene, Hï Ibiza map). Part of the ever-growing Ushuaïa empire, Hï Ibiza refreshes the site that was originally occupied by Ibizan clubbing institution Space. It boasts cocktail menus, two main rooms, neon-tastic nightly changing light shows, a bathroom DJ and a chic, tepee-dotted open-air garden. DJs David Guetta, Eric Prydz and Armin van Buuren have had residencies here, and their fantastical Glitterbox night is a disco extravaganza.

Bare It All at Es CavalletNudist Beach

map

Make your way past the spectacular Ses Salines salt pans to the eastern side of the slender peninsula – which has Platja de Ses Salines on its west and tipped by Torre de Ses Portes – to reach the wonderful, wild-feel, salt-white beach of Es Cavallet. It’s one of the island’s most perfect strips of sand, and it was designated Ibiza’s first naturist beach in 1978. Today it’s the island’s main gay beach. The northern section is more family-geared, while the southern half is almost exclusively gay-oriented.

Among its handful of chiringuitos (beach bars), La Escollera and El Chiringuito are very good, and Chiringay is an absolute scene.

Tour Església de Sant Jordi & Sant RafelHistoric Churches

Incongruously located in the suburbs 4km southwest of Ibiza Town, the fortress-like Església de Sant Jordi (map) is well worth a quick diversion. A chapel has stood here since the 13th century, though the impressive present structure – its colossal white walls topped with full battlements to deter pirates – dates from the late 16th century.

You can pair it with a visit to Sant Rafel’s typically Ibizan church, Església de Sant Rafel (map), built in the late 18th century. You’ll find it perched on a hilltop 300m southeast of the village’s main street, surrounded by palms and flowers. Its whitewashed facade and walls make it a local landmark, particularly when floodlit at night. Get fine views down to Dalt Vila from the pretty little square fronting the church.

Lounge at Lunch on Platja de Sa CaletaBeach

Venture out to Platja de Sa Caleta (map), 3.5km west of the airport (though you wouldn’t know it), for its three little beaches. The main one has golden sand, with loungers and umbrellas to rent, while the other two are tiny, pebbly and more secluded. Hang loose at the back of the bay at year-round Restaurante Sa Caleta (see map), a popular spot that has a mellow, summer-only garden bar and restaurant, as well as a low-key massage spot and beachwear boutique. You can also check ahead online (sacaleta.es) for their occasional beachside Hatha yoga classes.


MANUMISSION MANIA

The most successful outside promoter in Ibiza’s clubbing history was undoubtedly Manumission, resident at Sant Rafel’s Privilege between 1994 and 2006, and regularly pulling in 10,000 clubbers. It started as a gay night in Manchester, but after threats from resident gangsters, it relocated to Ibiza. Created by the foursome of brothers Andy and Mike McKay and their partners Dawn Hindle and Claire Davies, it was the ultimate fantasy event with acrobats, cabaret, dancers and even a DJ in the toilets. The night climaxed with a live sex show (staged until 1999) starring Claire and Mike. Journalistic outrage sparked record ticket sales and resulted in a packed-out club. Both couples still live in Ibiza.




Step Back in Time at Ancient RuinsPhoenician Ruins

map

Lovers of archaeology should make the walk five minutes southeast of Platja de Sa Caleta to reach the first human settlement in Ibiza, at cliffside Poblament Fenici de Sa Caleta. In the early 8th century BCE, the Carthaginians established a foothold here, constructing a small hamlet by the sea that was abandoned in favour of Eivissa (Ibiza Town) in the 6th century BCE. Beyond metal railings and basic information panels, today you’ll see the foundations of buildings, and you’ll have to use a fair dose of imagination, since the ruins themselves aren’t all that visually impressive. The views from the promontory are great, though.

Beach-Hop Jondal & Es XarcoBeaches

A series of coves backed by walled villas undulate west along the southern coast. Between two lofty promontories, the exposed, stony, south-coast beach of Cala Jondal (map) doesn’t look especially attractive at first glance, but it was one of the first to cash in on the booming beach-club market, drawing celebs, yachties and the odd superstar DJ. Most make for the uber-fancy Blue Marlin (see map) beach club and the always fully booked Jondal (see map), but there are also a couple of less glitzy, more affordable options, like Tropicana (see map).

You can also head west over the promontory to the more naturally wild Es Xarco (map) beach.

Swim & Sail at Porroig & Es TorrentBeaches & Sailing

Rocky and raw, Porroig (map) is a little-known beach in front of a scoop of bay bobbing with moored sailboats. Backed by pine trees and fishing huts, it’s a world away from the parties going on elsewhere. You can join the boats with Nomad Sailing Trips (nomadsailingtrips.com) by embarking on a cruise on this family’s small sailboat. They offer a variety of trip lengths, and its just casual good fun.

Continue along onto the west side of the Porroig promontory to find one of Ibiza’s secret coves, Es Torrent (map). It’s a mere 8km south of Sant Josep, and its name comes from its position at the end of a torrent (seasonal riverbed). Beyond the sandy shoreline, the sea is shallow and a striking shade of blue, and you’ll get good snorkelling around the cliffs fringing the bay.


QUAFFING A CAFÉ CALETA

In restaurants across Ibiza, particularly in the south, you might come across café Caleta, a special queimada (Spanish alcoholic punch). Making a memorable end to a meal (unless you’re the driver), it’s wonderfully aromatic and rich with spices, lemon and orange peel, and a generous dose of brandy. The café Caleta is said to have been invented way back in the 1950s by the owner of Restaurante Sa Caleta; it’s probably best sampled in its original location.



Visit Tiny Es CubellsVillage

map

While you’re tooling around the south, hopping from beach to beach, you can divert for a quick visit to the tiny south-coast village of Es Cubells. Drop in at the gleaming-white, classically Ibizan, 19th-century Església Es Cubells. It’s poised majestically atop towering seaside cliffs in Es Cubells, enjoying jaw-droppingly beautiful views across the Mediterranean. Head to Bargrill Llumbi for excellent seafood and meat.

Escape to Cala LlentriscaQuiet Cove

map

This one takes a little effort. The sublime little horseshoe bay of Cala Llentrisca, backed by wooded hills, isn’t accessible by road, but it’s only a 10-minute walk from the nearest parking spot, 4km southwest of Es Cubells village. You’ll hit a private urbanización (residential area) barrier, but you should be able to pass through to reach this exquisite beach. There are a few fishers’ huts by the shore, but it’s mostly blissfully peaceful, with just the brilliant blue sea lapping the pebble shoreline to break the sound of silence.

You can also make this a longer, harder loop hike from the Església Es Cubells, by way of the Font des Cubells grotto.

Swim at Cala d’HortBeach

map

Nestled beneath the steep wooded hills of Ibiza’s isolated southwest corner, opposite Es Vedrà and right near the hike to Es Vedrà Mirador, bijou Cala d’Hort enjoys a privileged, tucked-away location. You’ll find an arc of sand sprinkled with pebbles and rocks, with quieter areas to the north and south, and three good shoreside restaurants.

Cala d’Hort is part of the Reserva Natural de Cala d’Hort, which was only established in 2002 after a drawn-out campaign against developers’ plans to build a golf course and a 420-bed hotel complex in this beautiful region. The project prompted huge demonstrations: 12,000 people marched against it in 1999 and the bulldozers were stopped in 2002, with the creation of the nature reserve following soon after.

Witness Ancient History at Ses Païsses de Cala d’HortRuins & Historic House

map

Take in sweeping views toward Es Vedrà from Ses Païsses de Cala d’Hort, the important remains of a Carthaginian settlement that includes a necropolis. You’ll find it just 2.5km north of the turn-off for the Es Vedrà Mirador hike and Torre des Savinar. You can spend an interesting hour walking the groomed paths between the ruins and touring the old-fashioned country house that’s an annexe of the Museu Etnogràfic in Santa Eulària des Riu.

Go Diving from Cala Vedella & Cala TaridaResort Beaches & Water sports

The waters near Es Vedrà make for great diving, especially around the uninhabited islands in the Reserves Naturals des Vedrà, es Vedranell i els illots de Ponent. Head to Big Blue Ibiza (map) dive school at one of Ibiza’s most sheltered, attractive bays: the cliff-framed Cala Vedella (see map), located at the rear of a deep inlet. It’s an upmarket resort perfect for families, with a powdery white-sand beach, shallow water, several restaurants, plus stand-up paddleboard (SUP) outlets and sunbeds.

You can also jump over to the beautiful bay of Cala Tarida (map) with its two lovely gold-sand beaches and swanky Ca’s Mila (see map) seafood restaurant, where you can dive with Orcasub (see map). The bay is surrounded by villas, family-friendly low-rise hotels and a swanky beach club, all of which get very busy in summer.

Cala Vedella is served by buses 26 and 42B from Sant Josep mid-May to mid-October. The 42B also serves Cala Tarida, as does bus 38 from Ibiza Town and bus 5 from San Antoni.

See the Sunset at Time & SpaceSeaside Sculpture

map

You won’t forget a sunset trip out to Ibiza’s stunning, open-air clifftop monument of Time and Space, which locals have nicknamed Stonehenge. It consists of a semicircle of 13 basalt columns – one of which is 10m high with a gilded top – that stand on a rocky coastal shelf. The monument was created by Australian artist Andrew Rogers and commissioned by Cirque du Soleil founder Guy Laliberté, who owns the vast villa complex alongside.

You can either reach it from the Time & Space Car Park, which is 50m down the access lane, or with a 10-minute (unsigned) walk south from Cala Codolar. Approaching on foot, you pass through a pair of ancient wooden doors (also erected by Rogers) that perfectly frame the island of Es Vedrà.


NATURAL RESERVE

Ibiza’s salt flats, which cover 400 hectares, form part of the UNESCO World Heritage–listed Parc Natural de Ses Salines, a 168-sq-km nature reserve that takes in southeastern Ibiza and northern Formentera. The salt pans are an important wetland habitat for birds and a refuelling stop for migrating storks, herons and flamingos. Over 200 bird species have been documented here, with year-round residents including ospreys and black-necked grebes.



Hear Local Music & Enjoy Tapas at Racó VerdMusic

map

Almost opposite the Església de Sant Josep, the gorgeous garden and cafe-bar-restaurant of Racó Verd is the hub of the community and host to regular live-music events (flamenco, jazz, bluesy rock, mellow DJ sets). Book in to catch some of the action; it’s also fab for à la carte breakfasts (try the spicy Mexican-style eggs), ciabatta sandwiches and a few tapas (some Mexican-inspired), or just a beer, coffee or fresh juice at any time of day.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Budget     € € Midrange     € € € Top End
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Eating

Ibizan Classics

Can Berri Vell €€
 
map

Elaborate local specialities in a 17th-century Ibizan casament (farmhouse). Lovely terrace with views over Sant Agustí’s church. 7pm-midnight Mon-Sat

Bar Can Berri €€

map

Across the street from Can Berri Vell and voilà, another delicious Ibiza restaurant with great grilled meats in a charming garden. 6-11.30pm Thu-Tue

S’Espartar €€€

map

Bountiful paellas and traditional Ibizan food on a country road 3.8km west of Sant Josep de sa Talaia. 1-4.30pm & 7.30-11pm Tue-Sat

Bargrill Llumbi €€

map

Relax with blissful sea views from this terrace alongside Església Es Cubells and enjoy good-value seafood and grilled meats. 12.30-4.45pm & 6-10pm

Ca’n Pilot €€

map

On Sant Rafel’s main street, this is a busy, brilliant spot for Spanish-style grilled meats, with excellent lamb, pollo payés (chicken) and beef. noon-4pm & 8-11pm Thu-Tue

Beachy Restaurants

Restaurante Sa Caleta €€

map

All-year seafood restaurant behind popular Platja de Sa Caleta. Good paella, fish and summer live music. 1pm-1am May-Oct, 1-7pm Nov-Apr

El Carmen €€€

map

Directly overlooking Es Vedrà and Cala d’Hort and highly popular for good reason – seafood, fresh fish, rice dishes and fideuà (paella-like fish-and-seafood noodles). 1-9pm Thu-Tue

La Escollera €€€

map

On the northern tip of Es Cavallet, this beach-chic, seafood-focused, year-round bar-restaurant has delicious views over white sands and to Formentera. 1-7pm

Restaurant Balneari Cala Carbó €€€

map

Spectacular seafood in a spectacular location on the Cala Carbó shores, the ideal seaside lunch spot. 1-8pm

Tapas & Traditional Bakery

Destino €€

map

Arguably some of the island’s best tapas; on the little terrace overlooking pretty Sant Josep, with moderate prices, some Moroccan flavours and plenty of choice for vegetarians. 6pm-midnight Mon-Sat


Forn Es Blat €

map

Sant Jordi’s standout bakery with delicate ensaïmadas (traditional pastries) and flaó (tart of egg, cheese, anise and mint). 7.30am-2pm Tue-Sun, 5-8.30pm Tue-Fri

Vegetarian & Vegan

Passion €€

map

The ultimate Platja d’en Bossa morning-after pick-me-up, this is an outpost of Ibiza’s favourite healthy-eating cafe chain. 9.30am-4.30pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat

Go Gourmet

The View €€€

map

Exquisite tasting menus with romantic sunset views at the 7Pines resort, on the point at Cala Codolar. 7pm-midnight Wed-Sun

Es Boldadó €€€

map

Book a terrace table for sunset and you’ll enjoy one of Ibiza’s most dramatic dining locations, with views over the mystical Es Vedrà. 1-5pm & 7-10pm

Unic €€€

map

Standout sommeliers pair wines beautifully with delicate tasting menus; at Platja d’en Bossa. 7.30-11.30pm Wed-Sun
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Drinking

Beach Glam

Sa Trinxa

map

At the southeastern end of Platja de Ses Salines, Ibiza’s coolest beach bar draws quite a crowd – hardcore clubbers, fashionistas, hippy types – all soaking up the Balearic vibes of resident DJs. 10am-9pm

Experimental Beach

map

Hidden away on a secluded, spectacularly positioned headland overlooking Parc Natural de Ses Salines, this is a mellow cocktail bar, lounge space and modern restaurant. 10am-midnight

Beachouse

map

Bar? Beach club? Boutique? Restaurant? All-in-one stylish unit on a prime patch at the southern end of Platja d’en Bossa). DJs are world-class. 10am-midnight

Best for Music Lovers

DC 10

map

Ibiza’s least pretentious club, by the airport, is all about the music and has a distinctly underground vibe. Door tax is relatively modest (for Ibiza!), as are drinks. hours vary

Can Jordi Blues Station

map

A laid-back hang with live local music and a deli-supermarket, too. In the vein of Racó Verd. 7am-10pm Mon-Fri, to 6pm Sat
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Shopping

Food, Wine & Fun Souvenirs

Mercat de Sant Jordi

map

Quirky secondhand affair, in a dusty horse-and-buggy racetrack 4km southwest of Ibiza Town, and packed with stuff you don’t need – clothes, books, bric-a-brac – but great fun to browse. 8am-3pm Sat







Explore

Santa Eulària des Riu & East Ibiza

A world away from the diehard party scene to its west and south, Santa Eulària des Riu is a bustling yet attractive coastal resort with an easy-going vibe. You can stroll the large marina on a fine seaside promenade, explore down-to-earth eateries and discover the beautiful historic quarter. A string of lovely, lively beaches dot the coastline, including the particularly charming Cala Mastella. So take a boat from town and give yourself time to find that perfect sandy spot. Accommodation is abundant, with modern hotels backing the Santa Eulària beachfront, while more upmarket lodgings and rural hideaways are dotted around the surrounding coastline and further inland.
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See for eating and drinking listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-walk] Walking

Central Santa Eulària is easily walkable.

[image: icon-car] Car

Parking in town gets tight but spaces ring the outskirts.

[image: icon-bus] Bus

Santa Eulària Bus Station and the beaches just north of town are well served: L13 to/from Ibiza Town (25 minutes, every 20 to 60 minutes), L19 to/from Sant Antoni (25 minutes, 8 daily May-Oct, fewer Nov-Apr). and the L24 to/from the airport (45 minutes, hourly May-Oct).

[image: icon-ferry] Ferry

Santa Eulalia Ferry runs summer-only ferries to/from Ibiza Town.


THE SHORT LIST

Climb historic PUIG DE MISSA to its fortified church and fascinating museum.

Glide along the waves on a boat ride to CALA PADA and other coves.

Walk from town to PUNTA ARABí, home to the island’s first hippy market.

Sunbathe while sipping mojitos, then tuck into some of the island’s best seafood at CALA MASTELLA.
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1Top Experiences

 Puig de MissaC7




1Experiences

1Plaça d’EspanyaE7

2Passeig de s’AlameraE7

3Carrer Sant VicentE6

4Santa Eulalia FerryC4

5Cala PadaD4

6Hippy Market Punta ArabíE4

7Cala NovaE3

8AtzaróA2

9Atzaró Beach ClubE3

 Atzaró(see 8)

10Cala LlenyaE3

11Cala MastellaE2

 El Bigotes(see 11)

12Cala LlongaB6

13AmanteB7

 Cala Sol d’en Serra(see 13)

14Can DomoA6

15Pou des LleóF1

16Hostal Cala BoixF2




5Eating

17Es TerralE6

18El NaranjoE6

19Noiam IbizaE6

20Ca Na RibesE6

21SoulgoodC4

22ChirincanaD4

 Etxeko(see 9)




6Drinking

23RoyaltyE7

24GuaranáF7

25Café Caleta BarD7

26Sed ShopD7

27Meke CafeD6








TOP EXPERIENCE


Puig de Missa

The hillock looming at the southwest end of Santa Eulària was a perfect retreat centuries past when Ibiza was plagued by pirate attacks. Climb to the 52m summit of Puig de Missa for its crowning 16th-century fortress-church, replete with a defensive tower, as well as some interesting museums.


map


PLANNING TIP

The most scenic route up Puig de Missa is via the steps from Carrer de Sant Jaume. Note that the climb up is steep – those with mobility issues may struggle.

PLANNING TIP

Bring water: there are no cafes, restaurants or shops at this historic site.



Església de Puig de Missa

Sparkling high above town, the beautiful, whitewashed, fortified Església de Puig de Missa dates from 1568. When you mount the hill, you’ll see that its most impressive features are the defensive tower (used as a shelter during pirate attacks) and the 17th-century multi-arched porch, complete with mighty supporting pillars. Pop inside to where the interior is painted entirely white, except for the dramatic, golden, Churrigueresque (ornate style of baroque architecture) altar, dating to 1678.

Some historians believe Italian military engineer Giovanni Battista Calvi designed the church – he was also responsible for the majestic walls of Dalt Vila in Ibiza Town.

It’s best to visit in the morning to avoid the heat of the day; this is also when the nearby museums are guaranteed to be open. Puig de Missa is a 10-minute (600m) walk west of Santa Eulària’s Plaça d’Espanya.

Museu Etnogràfic

If you have an interest in Ibiza’s rural heritage, be sure to visit the Museu Etnogràfic, housed in a stunning old casament (farmhouse) on the Puig de Missa. In this ethnography museum, the porxo (long room) displays carpentry tools and musical instruments, while other exhibits range from billowing wedding dresses and ceremonial necklaces to kitchen equipment, a wine cellar and an olive-oil press.
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QUICK BREAK

Gazing out on the seaside promenade in the heart of town, Passion has a healthy line-up of smoothies, breakfasts and bites; or you can savour an ice cream from Geladeria Antàrctica.



Can Planetes Interpretation Centre

Santa Eulària gets its suffix, ‘des Riu’ (meaning ‘of the river’), from the reed-fringed stream just west of town, at the foot of Puig de Missa. While there’s usually little more than a trickle of water, this is the only river in the Balearics. The free interpretation centre – Can Planetes – is located in the medieval Molí de Dalt mill, which has been restored. Exhibits explain the irrigation systems first developed by the Moors that flourished along Santa Eulària’s riverbank. The centre is just off the Passeig des Riu (Riverbank Promenade), 600m northwest of Puig de Missa.



WALKING TOUR


Walk Santa Eulària to Punta Arabí

The sparkling coastline of Santa Eulària is rich in coves, powdery beaches and low-key cafes and restaurants. This walk starts in urban surrounds, at the southwestern end of Santa Eulària itself, then passes quiet sandy strands and patches of woodland. You’ll be right on the shore for most of the route, with only the odd building to skirt around.


START

Santa Eulària

END

Punta Arabií

LENGTH

5km; 2 hours
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1 Seaside Promenade

Begin your walk at the southwestern end of Santa Eulària, where the Riu de Santa Eulària meets the sea. Head east following the lovely seafront promenade and the two golden arcs of sand that make up the town’s beach.

2 Legendary Viewpoint

A 15-minute (850m) walk further northeast will bring you to Santa Eulària’s attractive Marina Santa Eulàlia, where there’s a cluster of cafes and restaurants. You’ll then approach the rocky promontory of Punta de s’Església Vella, which juts out into the Mediterranean. Legend has it that a medieval chapel once stood here, and that the structure collapsed seconds after the congregation departed the chapel, once Mass was over.

3 Dip in the Waves

The walk loops around the land side of the Meliá Ibiza hotel, and after 1.5km reaches the pretty beach of Es Niu Blau (also known as Platja de s’Estanyol), a 100m stretch of fine sand where you’re sure to find the perfect spot for a dip in the waves.

4 Secluded Beach

The next section is partly shaded by coastal pines, and you’ll pass a couple of small promontories and some villas before reaching Cala Pada. This laid-back beach has silky white sand, sun loungers, several cafes and restaurants, and boat links to Santa Eulària and Es Canar, making it an appealing stop-off point.

5 Upmarket Enclave

The coastal path then heads east through the pint-sized upmarket enclave of S’Argamassa, home to some large resort hotels. Just east of Nikki Beach Ibiza and the ME Ibiza hotel, seek out the surviving section of the Roman S’Argamassa Aqueduct, which dates from the 1st century CE and whose channelled water once fed a fish farm. Immediately east of S’Argamassa is the sandy bay of Cala Martina, a fun place to watch wind- and kitesurfers on breezy days; if you’re hungry, fuel up at Chirincana.

6 Rocky Viewpoint

From Cala Martina, you can explore the paths crisscrossing the thickly wooded promontory of Punta Arabí, which sits opposite two tiny rocky islets. Or, if you head roughly 1km north, towards Es Canar, you’ll pass the site of the Hippy Market Punta Arabí, Ibiza’s original hippy market and now a sprawling, touristy and lively event held every Wednesday from April to October.


EXPERIENCES


Stroll Plaça d’Espanya & the ‘Street of Restaurants’TOWN SQUARE

A stroll around Santa Eulària’s palm-studded central square of Plaça d’Espanya (map) will reveal the town’s dignified ajuntament (town hall). Built in 1795, its arched frontal colonnade is flanked by two municipal coats of arms. Running immediately southeast, Santa Eulària’s graceful main boulevard of Passeig de s’Alamera (map) is lined with trees and cafes. On summer evenings, browse dozens of market stalls that add a lovely splash of colour. You’ll find everything from jewellery, artwork and clothing to local produce on sale here.

Just off Plaça d’Espanya’s northeast side lies Santa Eulària’s famous ‘street of restaurants’, Carrer Sant Vicent (map). Cruise the pedestrianised lane, choosing from over a dozen places to eat. There’s everything from cafes and simple tapas bars to world-wandering eateries and upmarket restaurants like Es Terral.

Take the Boat to Cala Pada Boat Cruise

Who doesn’t love a sail on the sea? From May to October, Santa Eulalia Ferry (map) runs up to five daily services linking Cala Pada (map) with Santa Eulària (one way €9) and Ibiza Town (€15), plus one/two daily ferries to/from Formentera (€22). It’s a relatively more affordable way to beach cruise. Children are half-price and you can get multi-day passes.

Cala Pada itself sits about 3km northeast of Santa Eulària, and is bordered by pine groves and villas. You’ll find that the attractive beach has fine, blonde sand and shallow water ideal for kids. You can also take advantage of its several cafes, restaurants and water-sports centres, plus a dive school that borders the beach.


Santa Eulària’s Backstory

Santa Eulària has seen a parade of history, from the Romans to the Moors, when the town’s river valley was cleverly irrigated and intensively farmed; find out more at Can Planetes. The Església de Puig de Missa dates to the late 16th century, and nearby houses were built during the 18th century. In the 1930s, American writer Elliot Paul spent time here and documented the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War on the island in his 1937 Life and Death of a Spanish Town (a wonderful read). During the 1960s and ’70s, Santa Eulària became a hangout for a British thespian set, centred on the now-defunct bar Sandy’s.



Visit the ‘Original’ Hippy MarketArtisan Market

map

Ibiza’s original hippy market, Hippy Market Punta Arabí, gets cracking every Wednesday from 10am to 6pm, from April to October. Head on over for live music and drumming, artisan stalls selling gorgeous Ibiza-made crafts, plus other boho buys ranging from dreamcatchers to adlib fashion. It’s one of the island’s largest markets, with paella, pizza and other food and drink stalls, and there’s a special kids’ corner dedicated to activities such as flower-crown-making. The other big market is on Saturdays at Las Dalias in Sant Carles.

Luxuriate in a Beach & Spa DayBeach & Spa

Just 1km north of the resort of Es Canar (or 5km northeast of Santa Eulària), sandy, exposed, 250m-long Cala Nova (map) sits pretty on a wide bay that sees some surf action during winter storms. The luxurious rural hotel Atzaró (map) has the year-round Atzaró Beach Club (map) here, and you can hire umbrellas and loungers right on the shore.

You can book in advance for a blissful session at Atzaró’s spa (map), 15 minutes’ drive inland. Located between hushed Mediterranean gardens, the spa offers day passes that provide access to the slender spa pool, hot tub, lounge beds and hammam, with a meal included; you can also throw in a massage or a beauty treatment.

Embrace Simplicity at Cala LlenyaFamily-Friendly Beach

map

Head about 9km northeast of Santa Eulària and 3km southeast of Sant Carles de Peralta to Cala Llenya – a serene, pine-fringed, 200m-wide swathe of sandy beach that’s popular with families. It’s not usually too crowded: all you’ll find is a laid-back chiringuito (beach bar) and some nearby houses. Note that when easterly breezes blow, the waves can be strong. Bus 16A runs here from Sant Carles and Santa Eulària four times daily, Monday to Saturday, mid-May to mid-October.

Tuck into Top Seafood at Cala MastellaBeach & Seafood

Your senses will thrill at the sight of sandy Cala Mastella (map), a little cove tucked into a deep inlet where pine trees reach down and almost kiss the emerald-green water. It’s 9km northeast of Santa Eulària, and outside high season, you might even have it all to yourself. A seasonal kiosk serves mojitos and bocadillos (baguette sandwiches with a ham, cheese, potato omelette or sausage filling).

Scramble around the rocks at the beach’s northeastern end to reach renowned seafood restaurant El Bigotes (map). Known far and wide, this simple, welcoming seafood shack juts out into the clear, glittering waters. There are two daily sittings from Easter to October: noon for grilled fish and 2pm for bullit de peix (fish stew with herbs, vegetables and potatoes). Finish with an Ibizan-special café Caleta.

To eat at El Bigotes, it’s best to book ahead by phone (650 797633) or in person, and bring cash (no cards). If you’re driving along the coast to/from Cala Boix, take the signposted turn-off just east of the Cala Mastella turn-off.

Lounge, Dine & Dance near Cala LlongaNight Out

Framed by high wooded headlands to the north and south, Cala Llonga (map) is an attractive, sheltered east-coast bay with a lovely sandy beach, just 5km southwest of Santa Eulària. It’s primarily a family-focused resort where you can stop for a wonderful swim (the town itself is blighted by high-rise hotels) before you seek out Amante (map), 1km southwest at Cala Sol d’en Serra (map). Fashionable and romantic, Amante is a glitzy beach club and restaurant where you can start out on sun loungers by day, then merge into a DJ set by night and dance under the stars, gazing out from the cliffs above this hidden cove.

Or, if you’d prefer a gourmet experience, book ahead at Can Domo (map), 3km inland from Cala Llonga, a gastro-temple in a luxe setting, filling a gorgeous rustic farmhouse.

Find Peace & Quiet at Cala BoixSecluded Cove

Below a highly scenic coastal road – worth a drive just for the fun of it – and 11km northeast of Santa Eulària, just before you jump over the headland to the tiny cove at Pou des Lleó (map), you can descend to this slim cove of coarse grey sand and pebbles. It’s quite exposed, so things can get choppy if there’s an easterly or northerly wind blowing. Steps lead down from the cliffs to the shore, where a simple chiringuito (beach bar) doles out good refreshments, and on the plateau above, you can stay over or dine at straightforward Hostal Cala Boix (map) – all contributing to that unspoilt beachy vibe that’s so characteristic of northern Ibiza.



LISTINGS


Best Places for...

€ Budget     € € Midrange     € € € Top End
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Eating

Central Spots

Es Terral €€

map

Sublime seafood fuelled by French, Ibizan and organic ingredients, courtesy of a husband-and-wife team. 7-11pm Tue-Sat

El Naranjo €€

map

Hidden from the town bustle on a quiet courtyard draped in bougainvillea, the three-course menú del día (daily set menu) is a steal. 1-4pm daily, 7.30-11pm Tue-Sun

Noiam Ibiza €

map

Gastropub with tasty victuals, smoothies and cocktails on a prime people-watching corner. 9am-midnight Thu-Tue

Ca Na Ribes €€€

map

Ibizan food is the order of the day here, from tapas-style small plates to popular paella. 1-11pm Mon-Sat

Beach Eats

Soulgood €€

map

Beach cafe-bar on Es Niu Blau, 2km north of Santa Eulària, with a chilled-out vibe and occasional live music. noon-8.30pm Thu-Tue

Chirincana €€

map

Beach shack on Cala Martina turning out pizzas, tapas and tasty vegetarian bites; also hosts live music and dance-on-the-beach DJ parties. 9am-midnight

Etxeko €€€

map

Beachfront Michelin- starred restaurant featuring Basque- and Canary Island-inflected tasting menus. 7.30pm-1am Wed-Mon
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Drinking

City-Centre Mainstays

Royalty

map

Age-old drinking institution enjoys a prime town-centre corner plot between palms, overlooking the Passeig de s’Alamera. 8am-12.30am

Guaraná

map

Opening onto a marina- facing terrace, Santa Eulària’s only club is a classy option away from the usual circuit. 10pm-5.30am

Cocktails & Coffee

Café Caleta Bar

map

Classy and casual cocktail bar where the friendly owner-bartender mixes and chats. 7pm-2am Wed-Sun

Sed Shop

map

Our favourite for rich coffee drinks in an out-of-the-way spot; also serves good focaccia. 9.30am-8pm Mon-Sat

Meke Cafe

map

Coffees and juices with breakfast bites, just around the corner from Plaça d’Espanya. 9am-4pm Mon-Fri, to 2pm Sat







Explore

North & Interior Ibiza

The least-populated and most rustic part of the island, northern Ibiza has a bohemian, off-grid feel thanks to its strong hippy heritage and spectacular remote landscapes. This is a region of forested hills, twisting back roads, timeworn villages and some of Ibiza’s most exquisite, secluded coves.

Portinatx is the north’s busiest resort, and Sant Joan offers a slice of low-key Ibizan life, while villages Sant Llorenç and Santa Gertrudis also await discovery. Sant Carles, a lovely hamlet, is home to the booming Las Dalias hippy market and one of the island’s best alt-clubs. Beach lovers will want to hit beautiful northern sands such as Benirràs and Cala d’en Serra. The region is also tops for horse riding and walks to coves and hilltops inaccessible by car.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-car] Car & Scooter

By far the easiest way to see the more rural north, especially outside of summer when bus services are cut.

[image: icon-bus] Bus

Public transport is more limited in the north than elsewhere on the island. There are some bus services, many of which only operate from May to October (see eivissa.tib.org). Important lines include L16 Santa Eulària–Sant Carles; L20 Ibiza Town–Sant Llorenç–Sant Joan; L20A continuing to Portinatx; and L25 Ibiza Town–Santa Gertrudis–Sant Miquel.


THE SHORT LIST

Browse the fascinating LAS DALIAS hippy market by day, then dance the night away at AKASHA.

Lunch shoreside on fresh seafood before snorkelling at CALA D’EN SERRA or catching the Sunday drum circle at BENIRRÀS.

Explore delightful SANTA GERTRUDIS and its wealth of boutiques, bars, cafes and restaurants.

Discover Ibiza’s excellent hikes and walks with IBIZA OUTDOORS.
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1Top Experiences

 Sant Carles de PeraltaE3

 Las DaliasE3

 AkashaE3

 BenirràsC2

 Aigües BlanquesE2

 Cala d’en SerraE1




1Experiences

1Ibiza OutdoorsE3

2Ses EscolesD4

 Bar Anita(see 1)

3Torre d’en VallsF3

4Església de Sant JoanD2

 Mercat d’Artesania de Sant Joan(see 4)

5Cova des CulleramE2

6Ibiza Horse ValleyD2

7North Ride IbizaE2

8Cala PortinatxD1

 S’Arenal Petit(see 8)

 S’Arenal Gran(see 8)

9Platja Es PortD1

10Far de PortinatxE1

11S’Illot des RenclíD1

12Cala XarracaD1

13Església de Sant MiquelC2

14Port de Sant MiquelC2

15Mediterrania Paddle SurfC2

16Torre des MolarC2

17Cova de Can MarçàC2

18Festa del Vi PagèsB3

19Santa Agnès de CoronaA3

20AurobelleA4




5Eating

21Cas PagèsE3

22La PalomaD3

23Camí de BalàfiaD3

24Es PinsD3

 Ses Escoles(see 2)

25AmalurC4

26Can CausC4

 Pascual(see 14)

27Chiringuito Cala XuclarD1

28Chiringuito Pou Des LleoF3

29Es FigueralE3

30Can GuimóD3

 Mei(see 1)

31San Carlos Bar RestauranteE3

32Restaurant Can CurreuE3

 Viccio(see 1)

 Giri Café(see 4)

33Es Cafè Casa PepeE2

34The Boat HouseF2

 Rebrots(see 8)

 Niu(see 8)

35Can CosmiA3

 Juntos House(see 18)

36EdénC2

 Sol i Camp(see 14)

37Forn BalansatC3




6Drinking

38Meke Coffee RoastersD4

 Café Vista Alegre(see 4)

 Can Xicu de sa Torre(see 13)




7Shopping

39La Galería ElefanteC4

 Le Petit Atelier nº74(see 39)

 Belinda(see 1)

 Bomé(see 13)

 Polen(see 39)







TOP EXPERIENCE


Sant Carles De Peralta

An unhurried village, 6km northeast of Santa Eulària, pretty Sant Carles de Peralta has been pulling in bohemian travellers since the 1960s, and today, folks still come for the massive, world-famous Las Dalias hippy market, as well as Akasha nightclub and the elegant 18th-century church of Església de Sant Carles.


map


PLANNING TIP

Bring your swimming gear: there are several spectacular beaches within easy reach of Sant Carles, including Cala Mastella and Cala Boix.



Las Dalias Hippy Market

Join the throngs on Saturdays when little Sant Carles springs to life for its famed Las Dalias hippy market (pictured). Behold an Ibizan wonderland of rainbow throws, beads, feathered bikinis, flower crowns, books, bongo drums, paintings, incense, hats and hand-embroidered bags. You’ll soon see it’s as much about the scene as the shopping as you take in all of the juice bars, food stalls, massage booths, fortune-telling kiosks, live music and island-chic fashion everywhere.

On Saturdays the market, which is about 1km southwest of Sant Carles, runs from 10am to 8pm. From June to September, there are also night markets from 6pm to 11.30pm/midnight. From October to May there are markets, too, but check online to determine the schedule. They usually close in January.

Ibiza’s Hippy Heritage

Northern Ibiza has been a focus for the island’s hippies since the mid-1960s. With a tolerant local community and cheap farmhouses, many settled in the area. Mail could be collected at Bar Anita in Sant Carles, and the hippy ranks were boosted by American draft-dodgers fleeing the Vietnam War. The 1969 film More, which deals with heroin addiction to the soundtrack of Pink Floyd, was filmed on the island. Later, a scene developed around the Can Tiruit commune near Sant Joan, which became a centre for the controversial Indian guru Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh (later known as Osho). Osho preached a mix of sexual liberation, Sufism and Buddhism to thousands of mainly Western devotees (combining it with a love of Rolls-Royces). Ibiza folklore tells that Osho’s followers were the first to bring MDMA to the island in the 1970s.


QUICK BREAK

Las Dalias has its own cafe-bar that’s popular year-round. Or hit the essential Sant Carles stop, Bar Anita, one of the island’s original hippy hangouts.



Akasha

The year-round Akasha is a dynamic club venue in the Las Dalias complex that caters to northern Ibiza’s alternative crew with psy-trance nights, a busy bar and live music, with everything from blues to Afrobeat and reggae. (Manu Chao played here in 2015.) Check the website for the line-up of DJs, who play everything from ambient house, funk and soul to hip-hop. It’s a very cool and low-key alternative to Ibiza’s thumping clubs.


BEAT THE CROWDS (AND THE HEAT)

Saturdays are always busy in Sant Carles, thanks to the hippy market. For a quieter market experience, visit on summer weeknights.



Església de Sant Carles

Take a moment to check out the 18th century village church, Església de Sant Carles. It’s a striking whitewashed building with an arcaded, wood-beamed entrance porch and a simple single-nave interior.

Today’s peaceful scene belies the church’s traumatic past: in 1936, during the Spanish Civil War, republican forces hanged both the village priest and his father from the carob tree that still stands outside the church. American author Elliot Paul’s account of the incident in his 1937 novel, Life and Death of a Spanish Town, tells that the father and son were killed after taking shots at Republican troops from the belfry.
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GETTING THERE

Park for free in distant lots, or prebook online to secure a closer spot (€4). Bus 16 links Santa Eulària; bus 21 runs to Sant Joan and Portinatx (summer only).



Es Trull de Ca n’Andreu

If you have an hour to spare, spin into 17th-century Es Trull de Ca n’Andreu, a blinding-white structure of tiny windows, overflowing bougainvillea and low timbered roofs, and a fine example of an Ibizan casament (farmhouse). It’s signposted just beyond the southern edge of Sant Carles.

‘Es Trull’ refers to the farmhouse’s massive 18th-century olive press, which you’ll find in the traditional kitchen. You’ll also get to browse Ibizan farming tools, musical instruments and handmade baskets, and you can buy local wines and Ibiza-made hierbas liquor in the shop. Visit the farmhouse (for free) from Tuesday to Saturday between 10am and 1pm.

The farmhouse also often hosts workshops related to local herbs, crafts and ball pagès (folk dances) – check the calendar of events on the website.


TOP EXPERIENCE


Ibiza’s Northern Beaches

Catch a soul-lifting sunrise or sunset from three of Ibiza’s finest northern coves: distinctly hippy Benirràs, rooted in the wild happenings of the 1960s; nudist Aigües Blanques, with fabulous Balearic sunrises; and Cala d’en Serra, which feels like a real, remote discovery.



PLANNING TIP

For Sunday drumming at Benirràs, arrive early for one of the 400 parking spots, or take summer-only bus L23 from Ibiza Town, L23A from San Antonio, L23B from Santa Eulària or L23C from Portinatx.



Drum-Circle Sunset at Benirràs

Benirràs (map) is a dreamy beach for sunset, one Ibiza’s countercultural tribe has favoured for eons. Full-moon parties were held here for decades and, during the build-up to the Gulf War in 1991, thousands gathered to protest, with the bay reverberating to the rhythmic beat of the conga and bongo, an event later named the Day of the Drums. The event kept growing until it was banned due to staggeringly large numbers. Now you can get the flavour on Sundays, when dozens of drummers bang out a salutation to the setting sun.

You can reach the silvery bay, 4km northeast of Port de Sant Miquel, by two dramatic, serpentine roads. Beneath the high cliffs you’ll find a trio of bar-restaurants and sunbeds with umbrellas to rent.


PLANNING TIP

Sun worshippers take note: the cliffs at Aigües Blanques cast shadows over the beach come late afternoon.



Sunrise at Aigües Blanques

The exposed, east-facing, gold-sand Aigües Blanques (map) gets its name (‘White Waters’) from the surf, which whips up in strong winds. For most of the year though, things are actually very tranquil, and the scenery is stunning, with several sandy bays divided by crumbling cliffs. This is an official nudist beach, popular with northern Ibiza’s hippy community. It’s also the perfect spot to witness sunrise over the Mediterranean.
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However, at the time of writing, the beach and its chiringuitos (beach bars) were officially closed while work is being done to shore up falling cliffs. Check first locally to make sure it has reopened.

The beach is 4km northeast of Sant Carles. Park above and take the short, steep walk down to it.


QUICK BREAK

Benirràs’ three restaurants are quite average – you can do better at Port de Sant Miquel. Try Sol i Camp or the popular chiringuito Pascual.



Sunrise at Cala d’en Serra

Reach the sheltered bay of Cala d’en Serra (map), one of the island’s prettiest, along a spectacular road offering vistas over the azure water below. Fishers’ shacks dot the small sandy beach, sadly somewhat disfigured by the long-abandoned hotel above them. You can swim (or scramble over rocks) to a second deserted cove just south for secluded sunbathing. Cala d’en Serra’s much-loved chiringuito was closed indefinitely at the time of writing.

The bay is 2.5km east of Portinatx, and the dirt track down to it is full of potholes; it’s best to park at the top and take the short walk down.



WALKING TOUR


Walk Santa Gertrudis

The once-sleepy whitewashed village of Santa Gertrudis de Fruitera, at the island’s heart, 11km north of Ibiza Town, has become a lively day out. Stroll its compact core to uncover art-and-craft galleries, antiques shops, chic boutiques, low-lying homes and great cafe-bars, all circling around pedestrianised Plaça de l’Església. For a teensy village, it’s also got some exceptional restaurants.


START

Carrer Venda de Sa Picassa Bajos

END

Carrer de la Venda des Poble

LENGTH

1km; all day
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1 Stylish Start for Breakfast

You can start your day at Musset, a chic all-year cafe-restaurant with excellent à la carte breakfasts (served until a very-Ibizan 1.30pm), including omelettes, avocado toast and fab fresh juices. Or for something quicker, get a bagel and coffee at Santa G. Bagel House.

2 Village Church

Saunter over to Santa Gertrudis’ main square where the 18th-century Església de Santa Gertrudis dominates with its impressive facade, small windows and 19th-century bell tower picked out with yellow paint. The largely plain interior is embellished with a few decorative touches, including oranges and figs, a nod to the status of Santa Gertrudis as Ibiza’s principal fruit-growing village.

3 See Art at Parra & Romero

One of Ibiza’s top art galleries, Parra & Romero has a sleek space tucked back in the row of shops such as Le Petit Atelier nº74, located behind the church. The roster of shows changes but tends toward the internationally renowned.

4 Fashion & Handicraft Hunt

Santa Gertrudis is choc-a-bloc with shops, from houseware to hippy-chic clothing, so embrace your inner window-shopper. You can have a start at La Galería Elefante for clothing and all manner of crafts and souvenirs.

5 Healthy Lunch

For a midday break, pop in to always-a-hit Wild Beets, which offers a creative and organic vegan menu with plenty of raw-food, as well as gluten-free and wild-bowl options. Expect generous portions and outstanding salads. Breakfasts go until 1pm, too.

6 Evening Drinks at Bar Costa

Santa Gertrudis’ most famous hangout, Bar Costa is plastered with original paintings throughout its cavernous interior, many donated by penniless artists to pay off tabs. It’s great for a relaxed drink and simple tapas inside or streetside.

7 Dine in Style

If you’re still in the village for dinner, book ahead for Macao Cafe, which spills out onto a gorgeous tree-shaded summer terrace with white-cloth tables. It’s deservedly one of Ibiza’s most popular Italian restaurants, pricey but worth the splurge. Or go for high-end Mediterranean fare in the garden at excellent Can Mimosa.




DRIVING TOUR

Drive North Ibiza’s Coves

Even at the peak of high season in August, some of the coves sweeping across northern Ibiza remain almost deserted. Most of these require some effort to reach: you’ll often have to drive a winding road, then walk a while. But your reward is a sense of wild isolation, with just the majesty of the coastal landscape to marvel at.


START

Pou des Lleó

END

Cala d’Albarca

LENGTH

50km
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1 Red Cliffs & Fishing Huts

Make your way to Pou des Lleó, a small pebble-and-sand bay ringed by red cliffs and fishers’ huts, 5km east of Sant Carles. You can drive right up to the shore, and from late May to September there’s a chiringuito (beach bar) for tapas and drinks. Or book ahead at the bay’s old-school Restaurante Salvadó for seafood.

2 Remote Cove

Drive northwest for 13km to the tiny village of Sant Vicent de Sa Cala and ascend a steep, twisting road up the hillside before plunging to the delightfully remote and pebbly Port de Ses Caletes cove. It’s less than 100m across, with just a few dilapidated fishers’ huts and high cliffs soaring above the bay.

3 Turquoise Waters

Backtrack to Sant Vicent de Sa Cala, then drive 12.5km northwest to Portinatx, continuing south 1km to the steep, fiddly dirt track that descends to protected Cala Xuclar beach. Once you reach the shore overlooked by a few fishers’ huts, the turquoise waters dazzle the eyes. Bring snorkelling gear to explore the clear underwater world below. Chiringuito Cala Xuclar is excellent for seafood.

4 Sheltered Swimming

Continue southwest for 22km to Port de Sant Miquel. The divine little cove of Caló des Moltons lies just 250m west. Park at the port, then follow the pretty unsigned path west around the bay to reach this small sandy beach with wonderfully sheltered swimming and a swimmable cave.

5 Escape the Mayhem

Encircled by a necklace of cliffs, the tiny, lonely and isolated rocky cove of Es Portitxol is perfect for escaping Ibiza’s mayhem. Most of the year there’s no one here, except the odd fisher. To get here, drive 6.5km west of Port de Sant Miquel to the Illa Blanca urbanización (residential area), where you can park your car, then walk for 20 minutes (600m) northwest.

6 Giant Bay

Drive 8km southwest of the Illa Blanca to reach the giant Cala d’Albarca, which spans 3km – its sheer scale never fails to impress. It’s signposted 2km north of Sant Mateu; a rough dirt track leads 2km further north to wooded cliffs high above the bay. There’s no beach; park and hike down.


EXPERIENCES


Get Active with Ibiza OutdoorsWalk, Bike or Kayak

map

Pro guide Toby ran Walking Ibiza for years before branching out further with Ibiza Outdoors. He still offers excellent day hikes as well as two-week around-the-island treks. But now you can also plan a kayak trip, food tour or e-bike ride. Toby can also organise walks and more on Formentera, Mallorca and Menorca.

Sample Ibizan Olive Oil at Ses EscolesOlive Oil Farm & Restaurant

map

It’s all about gourmet olive oil at deli-temple Ses Escoles, 6km south of Sant Llorenç. The house brand, Can Miquel Guasch, is organic, extra virgin and made in Ibiza. Ses Escoles also stocks Ibizan liquor and wines (such as Can Rich, Ibizkus and Sa Cova) and natural beauty products, woven baskets and other Balearic handicrafts. Olive-grove tours may also be available – enquire ahead of time. You can also give all their produce a try at their great Ses Escoles restaurant.

Make Like a Hippy at Bar AnitaIconic Cafe

map

A timeless tavern opposite Església de Sant Carles, Bar Anita has been attracting all sorts since the hippies rocked up in the 1960s. People still collect their mail here today, and the art on the walls is said to have been donated to clear bar tabs.

Grab a table on the front patio and make sure you try the famous homemade hierbas liquor – an Ibizan specialty. Their hierbas blends 16 ingredients, including rosemary, fennel, orange and lemon. You can pair it with uncomplicated, great-value tapas, salads, omelettes and mains. Or simply nurse your drink and have a chat.

See the Vistas from Torre d’en VallsDefence Tower

map

Take in majestic views over the Mediterranean from a patch of volcanic rock, 1km east of Pou des Lleó, at the 18th-century Torre d’en Valls (aka Torre de Campanitx). It’s one of the island’s best-preserved defence towers, having been restored in the 1980s following an explosion in the 19th century. Ibiza’s towers were guarded night and day, and if raiders were sighted, a horn was sounded or a fire lit so that the islanders knew to take refuge. From this tower, you get a terrific perspective of the Tagomago islet.

From this area, it’s also a knockout coastal drive just south to the beaches of Boix, Mastella and Llenya on the way to Santa Eulària.


Soak up Sant Joan de LabritjaVillage Life

map

Though it remains a small, mellow village, delightful Sant Joan de Labritja is one of northern Ibiza’s main settlements (and a municipal capital). Along its charming main street, you’ll find a cluster of shops, venerable whitewashed cottages, a grocery store and a sprinkling of excellent cafes and restaurants with an organic ethos, including the fabulous Giri Café. Throw in a handful of enticing hotels, and Sant Joan makes the perfect base for exploring the island’s beautiful north.

Sant Joan has long been a popular hangout for writers, artists and escapees. Counterculture is virtually mainstream here, and the village has played host to esoteric types ever since the days of the controversial Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh cult back in the 1970s.

Pop into Sant Joan’s only real sight, whitewashed Església de Sant Joan, a slightly unusual (for Ibiza) 18th-century construction with distinctive splashes of yellow and a slim steeple dating from the 20th century. Its interior is plain, with a chequered-floor nave topped by a barrel-vaulted roof.

Visit Sant Joan’s Sunday MarketArtisan & Farmers’ Market

map

Plan your visit to Sant Joan de Labritja for a Sunday from 10am to 4pm (year-round), when the village hosts the Mercat d’Artesania de Sant Joan, located right in the village centre. This is one of the most authentic farmers’ markets in Ibiza: broswe stalls selling local organic produce alongside traditional crafts and handicrafts. There’s often a live band, and there’s always a lively, sociable atmosphere.

Get Spiritual at Cova des CulleramCave Sanctuary

map

Make your way 5km northwest of Cala de Sant Vicent to reach the sacred Cova des Culleram (Santuari Púnic des Culleram). The cave system was an important Carthaginian place of worship until the 2nd century BCE, and around 600 terracotta images of the fertility and fortune goddess Tanit have been found here. Because so many visitors still leave offerings to Tanit and some tried to live inside the caves, the caves are now barred to visitors.

You’ll need your imagination to fully appreciate it, and you can still enjoy this serene mountainside spot, which forms a vital element of Ibiza’s cultural legacy.

The cave is on one of the most remot corners of the island, signposted between the hamlet of Sant Vicent de Sa Cala and the coastal Cala de Sant Vicent on the PM811. The access road is sealed, so you’ll have to hike the last few hundred metres down the mountainside on the maintained track that leads from the small parking lot.


Meet Horses at a SanctuaryHorse Riding

Experience an alternative approach to horses and horse riding while on the White Isle. Ibiza Horse Valley (map) is a sanctuary for mistreated horses, where the horses naturally settle into herds. Visitors can pay to meet the horses and enjoy horse riding a few times a week. Reach out and see what they can do while you are there.

For a more classic horse riding experience, we recommend North Ride Ibiza (map).

Wade in the Waters of PortinatxResort Beaches

Ringed by sparkling seas, 7km north of Sant Joan, Cala Portinatx (map) is the north coast’s major tourist resort. Busy, yes, but it’s an attractive spot (especially for families) and positively underpopulated when set against the mega-resorts of Ibiza Town and the island’s south. You’ll appreciate its three blonde beaches – S’Arenal Petit (map), S’Arenal Gran (map) and Platja Es Port (map) (also known as Es Portixol) – all beautiful, and all lapped by aqua-tinted waters.

Hike to Far de PortinatxLighthouse

map

There are many lighthouses sprinkled around the Balearics, but the majestic, black-and-white-striped Far de Portinatx is the tallest, at 52m high, with a 2.25m-wide lantern. Walk to it from Platja Es Port, which has parking, at the northeast tip of Portinatx. Follow the beautiful semi-marked path northeast along rugged cliffs high above the sea, and dip past rocky bays and through patches of pine forest. On clear days, you can see as far as southern Mallorca. Allow a leisurely hour there and back.

Swim the Coves South of PortinatxBeaches

As you travel south along the coast from Portinatx, you’ll pass pretty Cala Xuclar after a kilometre, and after another kilometre, you’ll find the teeny-tiny cove of S’Illot des Renclí (map), located just a few metres north of the main coastal road. This inviting patch of sand folds into shallow, translucent water that’s just perfect for swimming, and there’s also a well-regarded seafood restaurant here with the same name. Just offshore, S’Illot (the Islet) gives the beach its name.

Continue on for less than a kilometre, and you’ll reach a signposted side road looping past a smattering of villas to tiny Cala Xarraca (map). You can swim from this thin strip of coarse sand and pebbles that’s no more than 150m long, and there’s a few sunbeds and umbrellas to rent. It gets very busy in summer, but at other times, it’s all yours.


North Ibiza’s Trance Scene

The energy and psychedelic edge (not to mention drugs) of the acid house scene resonated strongly in northern Ibiza, where few identified with the glitz of Ibiza’s superclubs. An underground trance movement developed in the 1990s, and key venues across the north included Far de Portinatx, the Can Punta hilltop near Sant Joan, and Las Puertas del Cielo near Santa Agnès, where a legendary three-day party was held in 1999. But as these illegal raves were increasingly targeted by the authorities, the scene dissipated. It survives in patches, with legal venues such as Akasha stepping in to host those all-important psy-trance parties.


Watch Traditional Dancing at Església de Sant MiquelChurch

map

Sant Miquel de Balansat sits 4km south of Port de Sant Miquel and is one of the island’s largest inland villages. It isn’t a picture-postcard place, but its little hillock (once a refuge from pirates) is graced with old cottages, restaurants, boutiques and bakeries selling bread made with local flour.

But the star of the show is Sant Miquel’s shimmering-white 14th-century Església de Sant Miquel, a church-fortress atop a low-rise hill, on the site of a ruined Moorish-era farmstead. The restored 17th-century frescoes in its Capella de Benirràs are a swirl of flowers and twisting vines in cream, black and earthy red. Wander around the back of the church to best appreciate its fortifications. If you can, time your visit to take in traditional island folk dancing – ball pagès – which takes place on the pretty patio at 6.15pm every Thursday from June to September.

Play at Port de Sant MiquelBeach Activities

Originally a fishing village, 4km north of Sant Miquel de Balansat, the popular north-coast resort of Port de Sant Miquel (map) has a fine white-sand beach dominated by the huge concrete honeycomb of the Club San Miguel hotel. In this attractive, deep-sunk bay that’s great for kids, you can waterski, canoe and hire snorkelling gear to explore the rocky shoreline. Offshore, tiny Illa des Bosc (map) boasts a stunning private villa with its own beach.

You can also hike to Calò des Moltons from here, and onward to Cala de sa Ferradura, where Mediterrania Paddle Surf is based. Or you can ascend to the 18th-century Torre des Molar (map) defence tower, 100m above the water.

Tour Cova de Can MarçàCaves

map

Make like a pirate and head to the underground caverns of Cova de Can Marçà. Kids will love that they were once a smugglers’ hideaway – now, they’re dramatically illuminated by coloured lights. Forty-minute tours in various languages run roughly every 30 minutes (adult/child €14/8.50). After resurfacing, pause for a drink on the terrace bar and savour the panorama of sheer cliffs and deep-blue water.

Find the caves by following the signposted turn-off as you enter Port de Sant Miquel from the south; loop 1km northeast around a headland to the entrance.

Visit Blissful Sant Mateu d’AlbarcaWine Hamlet

Just 6km southwest of Sant Miquel de Balansat, tiny Sant Mateu d’Albarca remains one of Ibiza’s most isolated villages, and the focus of the region’s farming community, with several local vineyards, which are showcased during the December wine festival of Festa del Vi Pagès (map). Sample the vintage from teapot-shaped jugs, while tucking into local sobrassada and butifarra (paprika- and blood-based sausages, respectively). There are two good restaurants and an 18th-century church, which sports a triple-arched front porch.

You can also make an appointment to see the clothing warehouse on the finca (farm) of design label Aurobelle (map), where there’s plenty of vibrant, hippy-chic creations from German designer Jane Naeke.

Unwind & Lunch in Santa Agnès de CoronaVillage Meal

map

Santa Agnès de Corona lies hidden 6km to the west of Sant Mateu. Surrounded by thousands of almond trees, which fill the plain with pinky-white blossoms in late January and early February, the hamlet centres on a rustic, beautifully blanched church, which dates from 1806 and has a soaring arched side-porch.

Plan for a terrific, simple lunch at the popular, family-run Can Cosmi. Grab a table on the tiny church-facing patio and tuck into its famous tortilla or rich meat dishes.

Afterwards you can find the former hippy trance hang Las Puertas del Cielo (Gates of Heaven) on a cliff at the coast, alongside the bare ruins of a 12th-century Moorish house.


DIY Mud Packs

Forget the glam spas: Ibiza has its own free natural remedies. For a simple DIY beauty treatment, mix water with the rich, muddy earth from the cliffs around bays such as Cala Xarraca, Aigües Blanques or Sa Caleta. Then, cover yourself head-to-toe in the homemade mud pack, bake under the Ibizan sun until dry, and dive into the sea to wash it all off. Still want a spa? Head to Atzaró, 2.5km east of Sant Llorenç.




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Budget     € € Midrange     € € € Top End
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Eating

Interior Island Eateries

Cas Pagès €€€

map

Hugely popular with ibicencos, this low-key country restaurant specialises in island cuisine and barbecued meats, all well seasoned with Ibizan salt. 1-4pm & 7.30-11pm Wed-Mon

La Paloma €€

map

Boho-chic cafe and restaurant set amid lush gardens in Sant Llorenç de Balàfia. Weekly changing menu has an Italian focus. 12.30-4.30pm & 7.30-11.30pm, closed Mon Nov-Apr

Camí de Balàfia €€€

map

Rustic Ibizan restaurant famous for its grilled meats, expertly cooked over charcoal. Savour the desserts accompanied by a digestif of homemade hierbas liquor. 8-11pm Mon-Sat

Es Pins €€

map

Classic, no-nonsense roadside Ibizan restaurant offering a straightforward, good-value menu. It’s charmingly old-school – the portions are huge and the decor feels log-cabin homey. 8am-11.30pm Thu-Tue, to 5pm Sun

Ses Escoles €€€

map

Elegant oleoteca (olive-oil tasting room) serving Ibizan cheeses and cold meats, tapas and salads, grilled-meat mains and delicious vegetarian dishes, all cooked with the house olive oil. 6.30pm-midnight, reduced hours Sep-Jun

Amalur €€€

map

Housed in a sun-yellow finca (farm), one of the island’s best-regarded restaurants specialises in exquisite upscale Basque cuisine. 8pm-midnight Mon-Sat

Can Caus €€€

map

Sourcing most of its produce from the island, this restaurant is renowned for its grilled meats, including sobrassada and butifarra (paprika- and blood-based sausages, respectively). Sociable vine-shaded terrace. 1-4.30pm & 8-11pm

Chiringuito Fun

Pascual €

map

Popular beach restaurant in Port de Sant Miquel serving tapas and light dishes, plus a simple kids’ menu. 1-10.30pm

Chiringuito Cala Xuclar €€€

map

This little sand-side chiringuito (beach bar) makes a fetching setting for some of the freshest fish in Ibiza, including grouper, monkfish and sea bass. Call ahead for bookings. 10am-10pm

Chiringuito Pou Des Lleo €

map

On the beach of the same name, this is one of Ibiza’s iconic summer chiringuitos serving seafood and cocktails. 11am-10pm

Vegan & Vegetarian

Es Figueral €€

map

High-quality vegan restaurant near Es Figueral, a slender 200m-long beach of dark sand. Great smoothies and tapas. 1-11pm Wed-Mon

Can Guimó €

map

Creative organic and vegan fare (delicious jackfruit empanada!) at this no-frills spot with rich smoothies, juices and baked goods, too. 10am-5pm Mon-Sat

Tasty Treats at Sant Carles

Mei €€

map

Fresh short menu of excellent sushi and sashimi made on the spot, plus other Japanese favourites. 7-11pm

San Carlos Bar Restaurante €€

map

Juicy steak, chops, salmon and calamari fired to a perfect char and served fireside or in a shaded, leafy patio. 1-4pm Tue-Sun, 7.30-11pm daily

Restaurant Can Curreu €€€

map

Delicious, refined Mediterranean fare served up at a luxe casament (farmhouse) and spa with horses and sunset views over the groves. 1-11pm

Viccio €

map

Ice cream break! Luscious chocolate and dulce de leche (milk caramel), and some vegan options, too. noon-11pm

Delights at Sant Joan de Labritja

Giri Café €€€

map

Exquisitely stylish rustic–chic interior and blissful garden setting, with cuisine that ticks all the progressive foodie boxes. 10am-11.30pm Wed-Mon, to 6pm Sun

Es Cafè Casa Pepe €€

map

Our favourite for delicious Thai food, plus a sweet hillside location on a farm in Sant Vicent de sa Cala. 1-4pm & 7-10.30pm Wed-Sun

Boat House €€

map

Relaxed Cala de Sant Vicent beachfront favourite with an international family-friendly menu and a boat embedded in the floor. 10am-11am

Portinatx Pleasures

Rebrots €€€

map

Delicious fusion of Asian and Mediterranean in a tranquil, verdant courtyard just inland from S’Arenal Petit beach. noon-midnight Wed-Mon

Niu €€€

map

Perfect sea views and seafood-centric Italian-inflected food is beautifully presented by friendly staff. noon-midnight

Quiet Santa Agnès & Sant Mateu

Can Cosmi €€

map

Terrific, simple bar- restaurant in isolated Santa Agnès that’s famous for its tortilla. Family-run and does meat dishes, too; on a church-facing patio. noon-4pm & 7.30-11.30pm Wed-Mon

Juntos House €€€

map

Classy Sant Mateu courtyard redolent with rosemary and lavender, serving food delicately prepared using ingredients from their own farm. 7.30pm-midnight

Dining in Sant Miquel & the Port

Edén €€€

map

Located in the Hacienda Na Xamena resort near Sant Miquel, come for set menus or cocktails and sunset views from the sea-facing terrace. 7pm-midnight

Sol i Camp €€

map

Cheap (for Ibiza) and cheerful with a family focus – the kids can play on the trampoline or enjoy mini-golf; in Port de Sant Miquel. 9.30am-11pm

Forn Balansat €

map

Sant Miquel bakery that’s best for breakfast; they also dish up simple sandwiches and baked goods that you can eat on their terrace. 7.30am-3pm Mon-Fri, 8am-2am Sat
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Drinking

Coffee Specialist

Meke Coffee Roasters

map

Headquarters of a local coffee roaster where you can buy beans by the kilo or sip a premium espresso. Their principal cafe, Meke Cafe, is in Santa Eulària des Riu. 10am-4pm Mon-Fri

Low-Key Cafe-Bars

Café Vista Alegre

map

With a lovely mural-embellished terrace that catches the morning sun, this is the laid-back locals’ ideal spot for a café con leche or a beer and tapas. 8.30am-4pm Tue-Sun

Can Xicu de sa Torre

map

Sant Miquel’s old-school bar-tabac is on the hill near the church. Perfect for an evening drink while watching the world go by. 9.30am-2pm Mon-Sat, 6-9pm Mon-Fri
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Shopping

Fashion & Textiles

La Galería Elefante

map

Ibiza-style beachwear, floaty dresses and kaftans, scented candles and colourful artisan crafts gathered from all over the world, many from ecofriendly or community-supportive sources, in Santa Gertrudis. 10am-11pm

Le Petit Atelier nº74

map

Natural fibres and textures feature in beautiful understated clothing and homewares at this small boutique in Santa Gertrudis, with friendly staff. 10am-11pm

Belinda

map

Browse through this small shop crammed with colourful clothing and textiles made into plump pillows and tablecloths in Sant Carles; a good alternative when Las Dalias isn’t on. 4-9pm

Bomé

map

Sant Miquel’s hippy glam on the hill near the church carries supple leather, brightly patterned clothes and jewellery with semi-precious stones. 11am-2pm & 6-9pm

Foodstuffs

Polen

map

Stylish Santa Gertrudis deli (more on 112) selling gourmet produce from Ibiza, including honey and salt, as well as fair-trade and organic foodstuffs such as granola, tea and wine. 8.30am-8.30pm Mon-Sat






WORTH A TRIP

Ibiza’s Wineries & Farms

Central Ibiza is a patchwork of fincas (farms) – some historic and many new – that are embracing modern ideals of organic, biodynamic and community-based agriculture. Pair them with the northwest’s vineyards that produce high-quality wines, and you can source much of your food and drink right here on the White Isle.



PLANNING TIP

Ibiza’s tourism website (ibiza.travel) publishes Gastronomy Ibiza, a guide to local wine, food and recipes. It also includes a map of their Sabors d’Eivissa designation –restaurants and establishments supporting local producers.
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Scan this QR code to download a map of Ibiza’s organic farms.

Local Farms

As you roll through the hinterlands, with verdant fields, rich red soil and spring-flowering groves, you’ll quickly discover a more agrarian side to Ibiza, and land that has been farmed successfully for millennia.

You can easily make a day out of visits to local farms, or stock your accommodation with fresh-from-the-fields produce.

Terra Masia (terramasiaibiza.com) is Ibiza’s largest organic farm, and it grows vegetables, fruit and herbs biodynamically, and has free-range eggs. You can drop in, 4km west of Santa Eulària, to buy a box of what’s in season. And there’s a small farm-to-table cafe on-site, too.

Tierra de Ibiza (tierradeibiza.com) is a small organic farm that lets you pick your own veg.

Terra Viva Ibiza (ibizalandregeneration.org) is the place to go if you’d like to know more about organic farming, as you can volunteer with them and learn about regenerative farming and chicken rearing.

Sànima (sanimaherbs.com) is a herb farm that specialises in biodynamically grown herbs and flowers; they also grow vegetables.

Ibizaloe (ibizaloe.com) is your stop if unguents and succulents are your jam. Located 2.5km southeast of Sant Antoni, it grows aloe (pictured) and other cacti, hosts free tours, and makes and sells cosmetics, toiletries and balms.
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Keep your eyes peeled for other local-farm produce – like Ibiza Microgreens (ibizamicrogreens.com) and Fresas de Ibiza (fresasdeibiza.com) – used and sold in Ibiza’s restaurants and shops – like Polen).


FARM-TO-TABLE FOOD

Multifaceted Juntos Farm (juntosfarm.com) grows food and builds community with music events; they serve food in their excellent Juntos House in Sant Mateu d’Albarca.



Winning Wineries

Ibiza’s vineyards are primarily concentrated in the northwest. Richly aromatic local reds are favoured, mostly from earthy monastrell and spicy garnatxa grapes, along with some tempranillo, merlot and syrah. Malvasia is the main variety for whites and rosés. Most Ibizan farmers also cultivate a few vines to produce vi pagès (country wine) for casual drinking. All wineries mentioned here require advance bookings for tastings and tours.


QUICK BREAK

Buy some of the island’s best ensaïmadas (flaky cream-filled pastries) and flaó (a tart of cheese, eggs, citrus, anise and mint) straight from the oven at Forn Can Blay.



Can Rich (bodegascanrich.com) is the award-winning, 21-hectare winery in the Buscatell area, 4km west of Sant Antoni. It produces respected reds, whites and rosés, along with fine sparkling wines and olive oil.

Ibizkus (ibizkus.com), 4.3km west of Santa Eulària, is mostly known for its premium rosés and a few reds from old, organically cultivated and largely ungrafted vines. It’s one of the larger producers (at 60,000 bottles a year). Their tasting includes a 15-minute video on the history of Ibizan wine production.

Can Maymó (bodegascanmaymo.com) is 1.5km northeast of Sant Mateu, and it specialises in aromatic reds.
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Bodega Ojo de Ibiza (ojoibiza.com), 2km northwest of Sant Mateu d’Albarca, is a producer of mostly reds, run by Swiss polymath Dieter Meier’s family, who also make organic wine in Argentina.

Blacknose (blacknose.net) is a vineyard and olive grove near Sant Joan de Labritja. It’s run by two Swiss brothers, and distributes wine and olive oil to local restaurants and shops.


WINE FESTIVAL

If you’re in Ibiza in December, check to see when the wonderful Festa del Vi Pagès, Sant Mateu d’Albarca’s annual wine-harvest festival, is on. Everyone samples the local vi pagès (country wine) from teapot-shaped jugs, and feasts on sobrassada and butifarra (paprika- and blood-based sausages, respectively).



Wine Shops

Local shops, supermarkets, bars and restaurants stock Ibizan wine. As island wineries are much smaller than those on the mainland (and Ibiza is generally expensive), expect to pay more than you would for a bottle of basic Spanish wine.

Vino & Co, 4.5km southwest of Ibiza Town, is an excellent merchant with good supplies of Ibizan wines, often available for tasting. Ses Escoles, 6km south of Sant Llorenç, is a gorgeous olive-oil estate that also stocks an impressive range of Ibizan wines. Somm Wine Shop is a good stop in Santa Gertrudis de Fruitera, and Bodega Ribas is our go-to in Santa Eulària.

Markets

Mercat de Forada (10-4pm Sat) is 6.2km east of Sant Antoni and blends flea market with stalls selling ecologically minded produce, tinctures and herbs; there’s also music.

Can Cristofol Farm & Shop (cancristofol.com; 10am-4pm Tue-Sat), between Sant Llorenç de Balàfia and Sant Carles, sells organic veg fresh from the fields, as well as honey and eggs.

Mercat Vell (pictured) and Mercat Nou (7am-2pm Mon-Sat, to 6pm Fri), both located in Ibiza Town, sell fruit, veg, meat and Ibizan food products, all under one roof. Prices are on the high side, but convenience can’t be beaten.







Explore

Sant Antoni de Portmany & West Ibiza

Ibiza’s western coastline conceals some beautiful sandy coves, while just inland lie sprawling vineyards, farms and charming whitewashed villages. Infamous Sant Antoni (‘San An’) is about as Spanish as bangers and mash, and it certainly lives up to its reputation as a Brits-abroad booze-up destination; it’s also home to some of Ibiza’s megaclubs. But there’s still a more chilled-out scene to be found along the Sunset Strip – home of the legendary Café del Mar – and on the smattering of beaches to the town’s north and southwest.
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See for eating and drinking listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-walk] Walking

Downtown Sant Antoni is easily walkable, and the harbour promenade loops around the bay.

[image: icon-car] Car & Scooter

It’s best to explore the countryside using your own wheels. Parking is metered and/or timed in town.

[image: icon-bicycle] Bicycle

You can rent a bike or e-bike at Ibizasport (ibizabtt.com).

[image: icon-bus] Bus

The Sant Antoni Bus Station, just east of the centre, is well connected to other large towns.

[image: icon-ferry] Ferry & Water Taxi

There are boat connections to most west-coast beaches.


THE SHORT LIST

PARTY your way through San An’s venerable offerings, from pubs to clubs.

Beach-hop from PLATGES DE COMTE to CALA SALADA, swimming some of Ibiza’s best strands.

Make like Wham! and party at PIKES, one of the island’s iconic glam hangouts.

Head out to tour the WINERIES AND FARMS in Ibiza’s hinterland.
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1Top Experiences

 Cala BassaB4

 Platges de ComteB4

 Cala GracióE2

 Cala SaladaE1




1Experiences

1Església de Sant AntoniC1

2Sant Antoni PromenadeC2

3Platja de s’ArenalE3

4Illa Sa ConilleraA3

5Aquarium Cap BlancE3

6Flat RocksE2

7Platja de Sa GaleraE2

8Punta de sa GaleraE2

9PikesF2

10Torre d’en RoviraB3

11Cap de la BassaC4




5Eating

12Es Rebost de Can PratsC1

13Es VentallB1

14Es NàuticB2

15Can GustF4

16Ca n’EsmeraldaD4

17Can PujolD4

18RelishD4

19Natural PauE4

20Café Restaurante Can PouE2

21Rita’s CantinaB2

22Melbourne Street CoffeeB1

23Única BakeryC1

24Cala GracionetaE2

25Es TragonE2

26Sa CapellaE3




6Drinking

27O BeachE4

28Hostal la TorreD2

29Ibiza Rocks HotelB1

30EdenC2

31Es ParadisC2

32Rooftop NineE4

33KumharasD4

34Sunset AshramB4








TOP EXPERIENCE


Sant Antoni’s Coastline

Sant Antoni borders a natural harbour and decent Platja de s’Arenal, but visit nearby coves for finer options. Swooping southwest, beautiful (busy) Cala Bassa harbours sheltered, azure waters while Platges de Comte ensures top sunsets and clear seas. To the north, discover white-sand Cala Gració and Cala Salada.



PLANNING TIP

For reaching Cala Bassa and Platges de Comte, summer ferries are a fun alternative to buses. Check Cruceros Portmany (crucerosportmany.com) for their schedule.




PLANNING TIP

Parking can be impossible in high season – consider taking the boat or bus.



Platges de Comte

Starting with the most southerly of our featured beaches, Platges de Comte map occupies a low-lying headland 12km southwest of Sant Antoni. This dreamy cluster of three blonde-sand coves enjoys shallow, fabulously clear aqua waters. The beaches face directly west, making this a ridiculously popular late-afternoon spot, with hundreds gathering to watch the sun sink into the Mediterranean, often from ultra-boho bar Sunset Ashram. The small southernmost bay is favoured by nudists and has a chiringuito (beach bar). Bus L4 goes to Platges de Comte from Sant Antoni.

Cala Bassa

Heading 9km southwest from Sant Antoni, you’ll reach alluring Cala Bassa (map), a horseshoe bay of alabaster sand backed by junipers, pines and tamarind trees. It’s hugely popular for its turquoise water and blissed-out beach club. Bus L7 goes to Cala Bassa from Sant Antoni.

Calas Gració & Salada

Cala Gració map Google map is within walking distance of Sant Antoni and just 1.8km north of Café Mambo. The protected beach is bordered by pine trees and has a generous stretch of fine pale sand, shallow turquoise water and a bar-restaurant. If you follow the path from its northwest side for 100m across a rocky headland, you’ll reach gorgeous (and smaller) Cala Gracioneta. It’s just 30m wide and has soft white sand, as well as the wonderful Cala Gracioneta restaurant.

[image: image]
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QUICK BREAK

Many visit Platges de Comte for sunset drinks at boho-chic Sunset Ashram (it gets busy). Cala Salada’s restaurant is fine, but you’ll dine better at Cala Gracioneta.



It’s just 5km north of Sant Antoni, but the lovely cove of Cala Salada (map) feels a continent away, with bright-blue sea washing onto white sand. The coastal environment is spectacular, with cliffs and soaring, pine-clad hills sheltering the small beach and its seafood restaurant. Clamber past the row of fishers’ huts to reach more peaceful Cala Saladeta (pictured). Bus L1 goes to Cala Gració from Sant Antoni and bus L34 goes to Cala Salada.


SANT ANTONI’S PARTY ROOTS

San An’s party roots date to the 1950s when celebrities like Errol Flynn, Orson Welles, John Wayne and Rita Hayworth yachted through. Jump to 1987 when San An was visited by the main players who initiated the acid-house scene. Danny Rampling, Paul Oakenfold, Nicky Holloway and Johnny Walker – four soul boys from London – found inspiration at the bars in town, discovered ecstasy and raved to DJ Alfredo’s Balearic beat under the stars across the island at Amnesia.

Since then, it’s become a prime spot for young Brits in Ibiza. As the rest of the island goes increasingly upmarket, the town remains (almost) as down to earth as ever, retaining an undeniable edge and energy. It’s a place where underground music finds a home and wannabe DJs get the opportunity to deliver in backstreet bars.

Mellow Beginnings

Pioneer resident DJ José Padilla and his eclectic, emotionally provocative sets at Café del Mar in the ’80s and ’90s really put modern San An on the map. A unique chill-out scene developed around Padilla’s cinematic, largely electronic sets, inspiring musicians around the globe. Padilla spun vinyl and sold mixtapes to a small, well-informed bunch of music lovers, mainly from the UK. British DJ Phil Mison later took to the helm, continuing the mellow vibe. Café Mambo opened in 1994, and by 2000 there was a scattering of similar bars along the coast with fantastic sunset scenes.

Today’s Sunset Strip

Café del Mar and Café Mambo remain the best-known venues, attracting big crowds – thousands gather here in high season, when the BBC’s Radio 1 bounces live DJ events back to the UK, TV crews broadcast live shows and webcams beam the scene around the world. The commercialism is relentless, with many bars stocking branded merchandise.

You’ll now have to book a table for dinner (with a minimum spend of at least €60+ per person) to secure a space at the main bars. Many people bring their own drinks, find a patch on the rocks and tune into their DJ of choice rather than pay the bars’ inflated prices. The sunset remains the same though, and when that giant fireball starts to dip into the Mediterranean to a soundtrack of electronic beats, the spectacle is quite something.

Don’t bother bringing your bikini: you’ll have to scramble over sharp rocks for a dip along most of this coastline. The one spot with easy access is Caló des Moro.





WALKING TOUR

Walk Sant Antoni’s Bar Scene

San An has enough bars – pubs, lounges, megaclubs – to drown the devil himself. The West End holds Brit-dominated pub drinkers, while the world-famous Sunset Strip has a mellower vibe, and the beachside promenade hosts lounge-style bars. Beware: as of 2024, it is illegal to drink alcohol in the streets of Sant Antoni.


START

Carrer Illa des Bosc

END

Plaça de s’Era d’en Manyà

LENGTH

3km; all night long
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1 Beachside Beats at Ibiza Rocks

Start with the prime beachfront spot of Ibiza Rocks Bar, a haven for music lovers. Previous acoustic performances include the likes of Pete Doherty and Ed Sheeran, and there’s been DJ sets from artists including Mark Ronson, Annie Mac and Basement Jaxx. There’s always a party fever here, and during the day, it’s fun for drinks, meals and hearty breakfasts.

2 The Iconic Café del Mar

Stroll the waterfront promenade past bobbing yachts to Ibiza’s (and Spain’s) most famous bar, Café del Mar. With its horizon-facing views and seafront terrace, this island institution is a place of pilgrimage: since 1980, this waterfront bar has been serving up the same mix of atmospheric electronic beats, pricey drinks and staggering sunset views. You can shop for Café del Mar merch here, too.

3 Mambo Mambo

Pop a couple of doors down to Café Mambo, another of the early Sunset Strip bars – it was established in 1994. Settle into this music-geared venue, where you’ll catch lots of pre-club action. It’s the warm-up bar of choice for many globally famous DJs and has a stylish twin-deck restaurant terrace, too (book ahead). Cocktails are expensive, but you can save a few euro with their sangría de cava.

4 Serious Ales at Bourbon Grill

If you’re craving real ales and steaks late in the night, or if you fancy a full-monty, hangover- helping British breakfast the next day, roll into welcoming Bourbon Grill, which now fills the spot formerly held by the famous Ship Inn pub. It can be your jumping-off point before the clubs.

5 Dance Your Way to Paradise

Now’s the time to launch into the big clubs. For the classic option, dance under the pyramid at Es Paradis to become part of San An’s venerable techno and trance history.

6 Wrap Up in Eden

For your final stop, ride out the last of the night across the street at up-and-comer Eden, which hosts a dedicated Monday drum and bass night called Worried About Henry (worriedabouthenry.com).


EXPERIENCES


Tumble into History at Església de Sant AntoniChurch

map Google map

Amid the hubbub of Sant Antoni, you may be surprised to discover two things: the traditional whitewashed church of Església de Sant Antoni, and the fact that there’s been a church on this spot since 1305. The existing church dates mainly from the 17th century. Look out for its twin belfry and the rectangular defence tower, where cannons were once mounted to deter pirates.

Soak Up Sant Antoni’s PromenadeHarbour Walk

Part of any visit to San An is surely a stroll along the extensive Sant Antoni Promenade (map Google map), with boats bobbing and beach bars thumping. You can walk for as long as you like, as it now stretches around the entire coastline, from Caló des Moro in the north to south past the Punta des Molí promontory (where there’s an old windmill). One of the best sections borders Platja de s’Arenal (map Google map) and has plenty of bars.

Go on a Night Out in the West EndBar District

Sant Antoni is supremely famous in England for its night scene, and the prime (some would say primeval) British bar enclave is the West End, mainly the cluster of streets around Carrer de Santa Agnès in the town centre. Head here for its dozens of pubs, many British-owned and virtually all of them British-geared. Don’t expect to bump into many ibicencos here, or for waiters to speak any Spanish. Drinks are inexpensive, though the drunkenness, teenage antics and leery behaviour certainly won’t be everyone’s cup of tea. To curb some of this, as of 2024 it’s illegal to drink alcohol in the streets of Sant Antoni.

Visit the Smugglers’ Cave of Aquarium Cap BlancAquarium

map Google map

Surprise yourself with an hour at small Aquarium Cap Blanc, located in a former smugglers’ cave. With boardwalks above the pools, you’ll see an assortment of local marine life, including groupers, wrasse, octopuses, lobsters, moray eels and lots of starfish. Occasionally, injured turtles also recuperate here. Find it 800m south of Cala Gració and 1.7km north of Café del Mar.

Sunbathe at Flat Rocks & Sa GaleraSwimming Rocks

If you’re fancying a spot of quiet rock-top sunbathing, you can head to Flat Rocks (map Google map), a 2.5km drive on surfaced roads just south of Cala Salada. Walk the seafront to explore the rocky ledges, and continue on the coastal path that runs between Flat Rocks and teeny Platja de Sa Galera (map Google map), with its fisher’s hut, to the promontory of Punta de sa Galera (map Google map), about 350m west. People sometimes refer to Punta de sa Galera and Flat Rocks interchangeably, though they are two distinct spots on this stretch of coast.

Party at PikesClub Hotel

map Google map

Plan a day or night at the legendary Pikes, a rural hotel that’s hosted the likes of Freddie Mercury, Grace Jones, Bon Jovi and Bianca Jagger (it’s also where Wham! filmed their ‘Club Tropicana’ video). Pikes has been an A-list haven for decades, and though its founder Tony Pike passed away in 2019, the Ibiza Rocks crew keeps 21st-century energy pumping in this 15th-century farmhouse.

It’s one of Ibiza’s coolest hang-outs, and the line-ups are fantastic. David Morales, Greg Wilson and Crazy P have played here, and there are also plenty of after-parties, gigs, flamenco shows and Sunday lunches. It boasts huge open-air terraces and an intimate dance floor.

Keep in mind that you must book your entry in advance, you’ve got to be over 27, and you must follow the dress code: no flip-flops, sportswear, swimsuits or glitter allowed.

Walk to Historic Torre d’en RoviraCoastal Walk

You can head on a gorgeous seafront walk from Platges de Comte, heading north along the coast to the impressive defence tower of Torre d’en Rovira (map). Simply walk along the coastal path, which is relatively flat, for about 1.6km, following the rocky shore until you reach the tower, which was built in 1763 and sent communication signals to Torre des Savoir. Take in sweeping views that encompass Illa Sa Conillera, and if you want to keep going, you can continue for another 2km to Cala Bassa. As you walk around the Cap de la Bassa (map), keep an eye out on its eastern side for the house that’s built into the cave. There are no services once you set out, so bring sunscreen and water.


ILLA SA CONILLERA

map

You’ll see large Illa Sa Conillera from Sant Antoni’s bay. The island is protected within the Reserves Naturals des Vedrà, es Vedranell i els illots de Ponent (xenib.com;) and is uninhabited by humans (landing is off-limits to the public). It’s home to a unique wall lizard and gets its name from its booming rabbit population (Illa Conillera means ‘Rabbit Island’). Local folklore has it that this was the birthplace of the Carthaginian general Hannibal. It’s also said to be the best source of the lethal narcotic plant Hyoscyamus albus (henbane), used for ceremonies on the night of Sant Joan. The island can only be cruised by private boat.






LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Budget     € € Midrange     € € € Top End
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Eating

Mediterranean & Ibizan Specialities

Es Rebost de Can Prats €€

map Google map

Authentic family-run Ibizan restaurants are a rare breed in Sant Antoni – all the more reason to dine at central Es Rebost. Good-value three-course set lunch. 1-4pm & 8-11pm Wed-Mon

Es Ventall €€€

map Google map

A cut above with delicious, updated Ibizan dishes and a gorgeous garden terrace that’s shaded by trees. 7.30pm-midnight Thu-Tue

Es Nàutic €€€

map Google map

Contemporary spot delivering some of the best views in town, with tables overlooking the marina and bay. Choose from the cafe or smart restaurant. 9am-11pm

Can Gust €€€

map Google map

Beloved grill house on the southern arc of Sant Antoni’s bay, with tender steaks and fresh fish. 8-11pm Tue-Sun

Ca n’Esmeralda €€

map Google map

Very reasonably priced Ibizan fare with great sea views; 4km southwest of Sant Antoni. Book ahead for sunset. 1-11pm Tue-Sat

Can Pujol €€€

map Google map

High-quality cuisine featuring paella, lobster and bullit de peix (fish stew). Wonderful sunset sea views; 4km southwest of Sant Antoni. 1-4pm & 7.30-11.30pm Thu-Tue

International Bites

Relish €€

map Google map

With sea views through the arches on the terrace, this laid-back lounge-restaurant does beautifully prepared, globetrotting dishes. Also a pool bar; 4km southwest of the centre. 5-11pm Thu-Tue, 1-5pm Sun

Natural Pau €€

map Google map

There’s a tiki-like bar and swings at this easy-going, healthy restaurant. After midnight it’s a fun copeteo (drinks) spot. noon-2am Thu-Tue

Café Restaurante Can Pou €€€

map Google map

Excellent French- and Italian-infused Mediterranean dishes with reasonable (for Ibiza) prices. Welcoming staff and a relaxed feel; 1.7km southeast of Punta de sa Galera. 1-4pm & 8-11pm Tue-Sun

All-Day Cafes

Rita’s Cantina €

map Google map

One of the most popular places in town, with a harbour-front location and great breakfasts, Mexican food, Spanish favourites, fresh juices, smoothies, plus a famous club sandwich. 8am-1am

Melbourne Street Coffee €

map Google map

Delicious coffees and smashed avocado toast, as well as other brunchy fare at this friendly spot in the West End. 8am-4pm

Única Bakery €

map Google map

Abundant pastries, baked goodies, sandwiches and coffees make this a great spot to wash up after your night out. 8.30am-2pm

Beachy Glam

Cala Gracioneta €€€

map Google map

Tables almost on the sand in the eponymous cove, with a luxe castaway vibe (though prices are more banker- than backpacker-friendly). Also daybeds and top tunes. noon-midnight

Gastronomic Temples

Es Tragon €€€

map Google map

Delectable Ibizan fare has earned this class act a Michelin star, 2.5km northwest of Sant Antoni. 7.30-10pm Wed-Sat

Sa Capella €€€

map Google map

Occupying an 18th- century chapel 1.5km northeast of town, this highly atmospheric and romantic restaurant proves popular with Ibiza’s old-money elite, and the DJ set. 7pm-midnight

[image: img]
Drinking

DJs & Clubs

O Beach

map Google map

Premier beach club with house and garage booming poolside and beachside, accompanied by a riot of dancers and acrobats. 1-10.30pm

Hostal la Torre

map Google map

Big international names join resident DJs for daily sessions at this clifftop, sunset-facing, in-the-know terrace spot renowned for its laid-back, old-Ibiza vibe. It’s also a hotel. 8am-1am

Ibiza Rocks Hotel

map Google map

Party hotel hosting the top DJs who perform at packed pool parties. They also operate Ibiza Rocks Bar. hours vary

Eden

map Google map

This superclub is very much a temple of dance with an underground edge, pulling in British clubbers for trance and techno nights. midnight-6am

Es Paradis

map Google map

Among Ibiza’s prettiest macro-clubs, with loads of marble, greenery, fountains and a glass-pyramid roof. Fantastic sound system and infamous water parties. Queues can be enormous, arrive early. 11pm-6am

Sunset Scenes

Rooftop Nine

map Google map

This sleek, 360-degree-view rooftop lounge is one of Sant Antoni’s favourite sunset hangouts; think sky-high cocktail bar, infinity pool and chilled-out DJ sets. Generally weak drinks. 11am-midnight

Kumharas

map Google map

On the southwest side of the bay, you can eat, drink and soak up the final rays; there’s also a hippy market, fire shows, Asian-infused food, shisha pipes and ethnic beats. 11am-2am

Sunset Ashram

map Google map

One of Ibiza’s most popular sunset hangouts, this boho-bliss spot fronts turquoise-tinted waves at Platges de Comte. DJs spin but bar and kitchen struggle to keep up in summer. 10am-midnight







Explore

Formentera

Dangling off the south coast of Ibiza, a mere half-hour away by fast ferry, the 20km-long island of Formentera is a beautifully pure, get-away-from-it-all escape. The pace of life here is blissfully languid, designed for lazy days spent lounging on some of Europe’s (dare we say the world’s?) most exquisite beaches.

Tourism here is tightly tied to environmental ethics, with hotel numbers limited (beds are like gold dust in summer; reserve well ahead), cars restricted, construction controlled and most visitors exploring on two wheels. There are few sights and little nightlife, making Formentera perfect for revelling in blissful barefoot living. Ask people what they’ve done for the week and watch them shrug their shoulders, grin and reply: ‘Nothing; it was awesome.’
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: icon-bicycle] Bicycle, E-Bike & Scooter

Formentera is ideal for biking. You’ll arrive at La Savina ferry port, where there’s bike, e-bike and scooter rental. Bike tours include Bike Ibiza, and 28 cycle paths crisscross the island.

[image: icon-car] Car & Taxi

June through September, you must get a permit (formentera.eco) and pay a fee to bring a car to Formentera. No 4WDs or campers allowed (no camping on the island). Taxis are fairly expensive.

[image: icon-bus] Bus

Bus schedules (busformentera.com) vary from season to season.


THE SHORT LIST

Delight in frost-white sand smoothed by azure, turquoise and lapis lazuli seas on the TRUCADOR PENINSULA.

CYCLE narrow lanes from beach to village to distant lighthouse-dotted capes.

Chill out over a long lunch at the lush restaurants on PLATJA DE MIGJORN.

Perch on the lip of a cave and watch the sun sink to the horizon at FAR DE SA MOLA.
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1Top Experiences

 Trucador PeninsulaC2

 Platja IlletesC2

 Platja LlevantC2




1Experiences

1Parc Natural de Ses SalinesC1

2Wet4 FunD3

3Platja des PujolsD3

4Cala SaonaB4

5Far de BarbàriaB6

6Torre des GarroveretB6

7Església de Sant FrancescF2

8Capella de sa Tanca VellaG2

9Museu d’Etnografia de FormenteraG2

10Formentera GuitarsD4

11Platja de MigjornD5

12Platja es ArenalsE5

13Caló des MortF6

14Gecko Beach ClubD4

15Can PasqualF5

 Es Caló(see 15)

16Ses PlatgetesE5

17Far de Sa MolaH5

18Molí Vell de la MolaG5

19Mercat d’ArtesaniaG5

20Camí de sa PujadaF5

21Hotel Entre PinosF5

22TerramollF5

23Es CampamentC3




5Eating

24Restaurante SalitreB3

25Port AmagatB3

 Quimera(see 25)

26CasanitaD3

27Es Molí de SalC2

28La PezqueriaG3

29Café MatinalG2

30Sa FarmaciaG1

31La FragataE5

32Es CupináF5

 Can Forn(see 10)

 El Patio de na Xamena(see 10)




6Drinking

 Codice Luna(see 17)

 Fonda Pepe(see 10)

33Blue BarD5

 Can Toni(see 19)




7Shopping

34MuyF2

35Janne IbizaF2

36Alma GemelaG2








TOP EXPERIENCE


Trucador Peninsula

With white sand and perfectly turquoise water, the astonishingly beautiful, pencil-slim Trucador Peninsula harbours some of the world’s finest beaches. Dreamy Platja Illetes slinks along the west side of this narrow sliver of land, while on the peninsula’s east coast (just a few steps away) is equally gorgeous Platja Llevant.


map


PLANNING TIP

The Trucador Peninsula is part of the Parc Natural de Ses Salines, so avoid roped-off areas and use the boardwalks. There’s a €6/4 admission charge for cars/motorbikes.



[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for park and walking trail information.

Platja Illetes & Platja Llevant

Walk, cycle or ride through glittering salt flats to reach the dirt tracks that wind down through steep sand dunes to emerge at dreamy Platja Illetes (pictured). It’s as close to a vision of the Caribbean as you could imagine in Europe, with blinding-white sand and translucent, turquoise waters. Just offshore are the two small illetes (islets), Pouet and Rodona, that give the beach its name. In high season, expect lots of day-trippers from Ibiza.

Through the steep sand dunes on the eastern side of the peninsula, you’ll find equally divine and undeveloped Platja Llevant. The powdery sand is so white here that it dazzles your eyes, and the aqua water is fantastically clear. It’s also very shallow, so safe for children, and the sea warms to bathtub temperatures on summer days. There can be strong winds here, so keep an eye out for warning flags.

Es Pas & Espalmador

At Es Pas (The Crossing), the beaches combine and form a submerged 300m-long sandbar that stretches north to Espalmador. When the sea is calm, you’ll usually see people making their way over to it, holding their belongings on their heads. If you follow them, be careful with the currents. Espalmador is a low-slung, uninhabited island of dunes and sandstone, and it boasts an inviting, crescent-shaped beach of silky blonde sand called Platja de S’Alga, which is lapped by shallow sea.

[image: image]
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QUICK BREAK

At the southern end of Platja Illetes, Es Molí de Sal is one of Formentera’s top seafood restaurants. Over on Platja Llevant, there’s Restaurante Tanga.



Practicalities

These beaches get busy in high season.

Bring water, food and supplies, as the only restaurants out here are pricey.

There’s almost no natural shade. Umbrellas and loungers can be rented, but it’s best to bring your own.

Bus L7 runs from Migjorn (near La Mola) to Platja Illetes May to mid-October. One per afternoon serves La Savina. Boats shuttle from La Savina to Platja Illetes and Espalmador.




CYCLING TOUR

Cycle Formentera

Breeze into your Formentera stay (or day trip) by renting wheels and cruising the whole island, between northern salt flats and bleach-blonde sands to southeastern La Mola Peninsula. It’s an easy backtrack via Platja de Migjorn – where beach bars and seafood restaurants abound – and pretty island ‘capital’ Sant Francesc Xavier, with its whitewashed fortress-church.


START

La Savina

END

La Savina

LENGTH

42km; 3-4 hours
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1 Smooth Lakeside Cycle

Ferries from Ibiza arrive in the bustling northern port of La Savina. Pick up your bicycle, then cycle the coastal road east, alongside the large lake of Estany Pudent.

2 Shimmering Salt Flats

Zip around the edge of the glimmering lakes and salt flats that are protected by the Parc Natural de Ses Salines. You could easily make a stop at the Trucador Peninsula and laze the day away on the many fantastic beaches here.

3 Beach Resort

Continuing south on PM820-2, you’ll reach Es Pujols. Once a quiet fishing village, it’s now the island’s only real beach resort, with rows of sun-bleached boat shelters lining the beachfront.

4 Hippy Trail with a Classic Church

Cycle 2km due south to sleepy Sant Ferran de Ses Roques. Notice the eye-catching sandstone church of Església de Sant Ferran, which dates from the 19th century and is topped by a belfry overlooking a little square. Back in the swingin’ ’60s, this was right on the hippy trail – Bob Dylan jammed here, and Pink Floyd had guitars custom-made at a local workshop.

5 Delicious Seafood & Swim

Ready for lunch? Stop off 7km further south at Es Caló de Sant Agustí for some of the island’s best seafood. Or, divert for a dip at Platja de Migjorn.

6 Island-Wide Views

As you ascend the zigzagging road up La Mola, pause around Es Mirador restaurant (where you can get a drink) and take a look back behind you. You’ll have a fantastic sweeping panorama of the entire length of the island, and Ibiza beyond.

7 Teeny Village Break

El Pilar de la Mola, Formentera’s southeasternmost village, is the only settlement on La Mola Peninsula. It has a white-walled 18th-century church and a sprinkling of cafes, restaurants and low-key boutiques. It’s the final stop en route to the evocative lighthouse of Far de Sa Mola.

8 Formentera’s Microcapital

On your way back to La Savina, stop for dinner or a drink in Formentera’s languorous microcapital, Sant Francesc Xavier, with cafes on sunny corners, barefoot-glam boutiques lining the lively streets and local life revolving around the central square.


EXPERIENCES


Birdwatch at Ses SalinesSalt Flats

map

Don’t just zip by the salt flats on your way to Platja Illetes – pause to enjoy the reflections on the water and the wildlife here. The salt flats are protected by the Parc Natural de Ses Salines, and they’ve been here since Phoenician times. Though they haven’t been used for salt production since 1984, salt crystals still naturally form in the pools, and today the area comprises an important wetland zone for birdlife, including waders, gulls and the odd visiting flamingo. August to October is the best time to spot the flamingos.

Take to the Water at Platja des PujolsWater sports

Fancy an active holiday? Go windsurfing, paddleboarding, catamaran sailing, canoeing and kayaking with Wet4 Fun (map). You’ll find them on Platja des Pujols (map), off the small resort of the same name.

Discover Cala SaonaBeach

map

Part of the fun of visiting Formentera is exploring the dusty roads and quiet trails that eventually reach grand shores. In the northwest, traverse a confusing web of country roads to find Cala Saona, where the water glows a startling shade of luminous turquoise and the powder-soft sand is salt-white. Though popular, it isn’t too developed, bar a couple of laid-back, good-vibe summer beach shacks, a kayak/paddleboard-rental stand and a hotel at the back of the bay. It’s 3km west of the Sant Francesc–Cap de Barbària road and signposted 2km southwest of Sant Francesc.

In summer months, bus L5 runs here from La Savina (30 minutes, seven services daily) via Sant Francesc.

Take in the Views from Cap de Barbària Lighthouse & Watchtower

It’s worth spending a few hours on the Balearics’ southernmost point, an extraordinary lunar-like landscape of parched, rocky terrain that ultimately ends in the Far de Barbària (map), a 1970s lighthouse. Gazing out to sea (next stop Africa!) and watching the waves crash against the cliffs below is captivating, especially at sunset. You have to park a little north of the lighthouse and walk the final 30 minutes or so. From the lighthouse, it’s a 10-minute walk eastwards to the Torre des Garroveret (map), an 18th-century watchtower.

Stroll Sant Francesc XavierHistoric Village

Park your bike and wander the lanes of tiny capital Sant Francesc Xavier, a beautiful whitewashed village. You’ll quickly find your way to the central square overlooked by the vast alabaster walls of Església de Sant Francesc (map Google map), an 18th-century fortress-church. It was the first church built when Formentera was resettled following its complete abandonment between the 15th and 17th centuries due to a combination of plague outbreaks and repeat attacks by North African raiders. (Cannons were mounted on the church’s roof until 1860.) At the foot of Carrer d’Eivissa, look for the tiny 14th-century stone chapel of Capella de sa Tanca Vella (map Google map).

The modest Museu d’Etnografia de Formentera (map Google map) illustrates Formentera’s agricultural, artisan and fishing heritage. Quite how the island arrived at its name – said to be derived from the Latin word frumentarium (granary) – is a mystery, as the climate is unrelentingly arid and rainfall levels low.

When you’re done soaking up the history, enjoy Sant Francesc’s creative-glam boutiques, like Janne Ibiza and Muy – this is where you’ll find the island’s best shopping. Then slip into one of the plaza’s many cafes for an afternoon of lounging.

Craft Your Own Guitar & Visit a Dylan HangoutGuitar Workshop

map

Like Ibiza, Formentera has a strong counterculture and musical heritage. Bob Dylan, King Crimson (who recorded the track ‘Formentera Lady’) and Pink Floyd were regulars on the island in the 1960s. Check out the autobiographical Dope in the Age of Innocence by Damien Enright for an excellent account of the early hippy era on Formentera. You can live your rocker (or flamenco) dreams if you’re staying on the island a while. Book ahead with Formentera Guitars and learn to craft your own bass or guitar by hand in three weeks. DIY creativity all the way.

The purple haze has lifted somewhat, but Sant Ferran still moves to a chilled-out beat, particularly at bohemian bar-restaurant Fonda Pepe, a Formentera classic and just around the corner from the guitar shop. Said to be a former Bob Dylan hangout, this old-time hippy spot is still a mainstay local bar with occasional live music, plus simple fare.

Have a Lazy Day at Platja de MigjornBeach

The island’s entire southern arc – known collectively as Platja de Migjorn (map) – is necklaced with sandy alabaster bays lapped by aqua waters. Development (and clothes) are kept to a minimum on this swathe of coast, beloved of naturists and escapists, including, historically, Pink Floyd. The best bits are at the southeastern end, around Platja es Arenals. (map). Hike around the richly coloured stone cliff to reach idyllic Caló des Mort (map), where translucent waters shush against fishing shacks.

Reached by a series of bumpy tracks branching off Formentera’s main road (PM820), Migjorn has just a handful of houses, a couple of restaurants, like La Fragata, and the odd hotel. Gecko Beach Club (map) adds a dash of glam with luxe seafront dining and lodging. Otherwise, hit the historic chiringuitos (beach bars). Government-awarded concessions to run the chiringuitos have been reassigned recently, creating an island-wide stir, so look for new operators and shack names.

Lunch in Es Caló de Sant AgustíPort & Seafood

Towards Formentera’s southeast, the tiny fishing hamlet of Es Caló de Sant Agustí occupies a rocky cove ringed by faded boat shelters. It served as the port for communities in El Pilar de la Mola for centuries, and we recommend coming here to splash out at one of its two excellent seafood restaurants. You’ll need to book ahead in high season for Can Pasqual (map), which does an excellent seafood paella, or at Es Caló (see map), which has waterfront views. They also serve grilled meats and risotto.

The coastline nearby is jagged, but immediately west you’ll find stretches of sparkling-white sand massaged by translucent water. Known as Ses Platgetes (map), this is the perfect spot for a postprandial dip.

See Sunset from a Clifftop CaveLighthouse & Cave

Follow Formentera’s giraffe-neck peninsula southeast to La Mola, a raised limestone plateau where the coastline is mostly only accessible by boat. Defining the eastern edge of the island stands the evocative Far de Sa Mola (map) lighthouse. You’ll pass through El Pilar de la Mola, the site of Molí Vell de la Mola (map) – aka the windmill used on the album cover of Pink Floyd’s More.

When you reach the lighthouse perched high over the Mediterranean, 2.5km southeast of El Pilar de la Mola, you’ll see cliffs cascading into cobalt waves in a sublime seascape. There’s a monument to French writer Jules Verne (who used the end-of-the-world setting in one of his novels), along with Codice Luna (see map) cafe.

Explore just to the south of the lighthouse to find the hole with the wooden ladder. You can climb through to a cave and lounge on the rock shelf, watching sea and sun play over gold-tinged cliffs.


The Secret Behind Formentera’s Clear Seas

What makes Formentera’s seas so electrically blue and brilliantly translucent (with a regular visibility of up to 50m)? It’s all down to their expansive seabed meadows of posidonia – an ancient, endemic Mediterranean sea grass known for its healing properties and rich oxygen production. The Balearics’ posidonia fields span a staggering 560 sq km, of which 80 sq km belongs to Formentera, where specimens are up to 100,000 years old. Roughly 40% of Formentera’s posidonia meadows have disappeared over recent years due to pollution, the anchoring of boats and fishing practices. The Save Posidonia Project (saveposidoniaproject.org) aims to protect and defend these meadows.



Hear Live Music at the Hippy MarketArtisan Market

map

If you’re craving a bit of action, little Es Pilar de la Mola comes alive twice a week for its Mercat d’Artesania, often called the Hippy Market. Browse and buy some impressive locally made crafts – including jewellery, ceramics and leatherwork – against a background of live music, from reggae to guitar tunes. It gets rocking and rolling on Wednesdays and Sundays from 4pm to 10pm, May to mid-October. Check online (facebook.com/hippiemarketlamola) for the musical line-up.

Hike the Ancient Camí de sa PujadaWalking Route

Formentera is crisscrossed by walking trails, details of which you can find online (formentera.es). A special one to start with follows the historic Camí de sa Pujada (map) route, which islanders walked back in the days before roads. It stretches 4km up the peninsula’s northwest corner, from Es Caló to Es Pilar de la Mola. You can find the lower edge just east of the main road (PM820) at the turn-off for Hotel Entre Pinos (map). It starts out paved with old stones, and you’ll follow it up along the cliffs – the challenging part – with brilliant views down the coast. Emerge onto the flat vineyards of the Terramoll (map) winery, where you can book a tasting in advance. Or continue along into Es Pilar de la Mola, where you can catch a bus back the other way.

Bear Witness at Spanish Civil War RuinsConcentration Camp

map

After the Spanish Civil War, anti-Francoists were imprisoned in a concentration camp on Formentera – at least 58 prisoners are believed to have died between 1939 and 1942 – and some stayed on in the post-war years. Today, you can find the camp’s ruined remains, Es Campament, 2.5km northwest of the capital of Sant Francesc Xavier, on the island’s main road (PM820).




LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Budget     € € Midrange     € € € Top End
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Eating

La Savina Sunsets & More

Restaurante Salitre €€€

map

Location, location, location. With a fantastic view across the Estany des Peix lagoon and sensational sunsets, the relaxed vibe and seafood goes down a treat. 9am-1am

Port Amagat €€

map

Casual, cheerful and perfect for a lunch of pizzas, pastas and calamari, paired with tiramisu; located near the harbour. 8am-noon, 1-4pm & 8-11.30pm

Quimera €€€

map

Watch the sun set across the Estany des Peix lagoon over delicious and creative Mediterranean fare with roots in Formentera’s cuisine. Pure romance. 5-11.30pm Thu-Tue

Seafood near Es Pujols

Casanita €€€

map

The seafood standout of Es Pujols, with an Italian spin and fantastic, friendly service. Plus, reasonably priced for what you get. 7.30pm-midnight

Es Molí de Sal €€€

map

Located in a tastefully revamped mill that used to pump seawater into the nearby salt flats, this spot has magnificent views to Es Vedrà. 1-11pm

Capital Meals in Sant Francesc Xavier

La Pezqueria €

map Google map

The friendly welcome, great menú del día (daily set menu), sumptuous tapas and sandwiches, and reasonable prices keep this minimalist joint jumping. 8am-11pm Mon-Sat

Café Matinal €€

map Google map

Cheery cafe on an alley off the main square delights with popular, well-priced breakfasts fuelled by zingy juices, free-range eggs and homemade jams. 8.30am-3pm & 7.30pm-midnight Mon-Sat

Sa Farmacia €€€

map Google map

A date-night splurge of seafood and prime cuts of meat dressed in Mediterranean-Asian fusion flavours. 8pm-2am Mon-Sat

The Pleasures of Platja de Migjorn

La Fragata €€€

map

Sea views are matched by excellent seafood and friendly service. This is the quintessential Med long-lunch spot; also great for sundowner cocktails. 10.30am-midnight

Es Cupiná €€€

map

Smart Es Cupiná has been tops for 45 years with fish, paella, fideuà (a paella-like fish and seafood noodle dish) and bullit de peix (fish stew). Seafront, too. 1-11pm Thu-Tue


Sant Ferran de Ses Roques

Can Forn €€

map

Family-run spot that plates up authentic island cuisine like calamar a la bruta (‘dirty calamari’, with potato, sausage and squid ink); think cosy old-school vibes. 1-3.30pm & 7.30-11.30pm Mon-Sat

El Patio De Na Xamena €

map

Upbeat cafe with a creative array of small plates – many vegan – that changes daily; right on the main drag. 7.30pm-1.30am Mon-Sat
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Drinking

Atmospheric Hangouts

Blue Bar

map

This psychedelic, sea-splashed Platja de Migjorn bar is prime sunset stuff. Word has it that back in the ’60s, it played host to Bob Marley, Pink Floyd and King Crimson. 12.30pm-2.30am

Moody Spots on La Mola

Codice Luna

map

Beside Far de Sa Mola, this is a beautifully designed gem, all whitewashed wood and an exquisite terrace opening up soul-stirring views of the Mediterranean. Also small tapas-style menu. 11am-9.30pm

Can Toni

map

Atmospheric, locally popular, century-old bar-restaurant in the heart of El Pilar de la Mola, hosting regular live music and flamenco nights. 6-11pm Tue & Thu-Sat, 11am-midnight Wed, noon-11.30pm Sun
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Shopping

Island Garb

Muy

map Google map

Exquisite concept store of Alessandro Negri, Formentera’s most famous designer of earthy furnishings, organic-cotton clothing, gorgeous shoes, sandals and jewellery. 10am-2pm & 7-10pm

Janne Ibiza

map Google map

Keep your summer look luxe and head-turning with this small local brand, which produces barely there, Formentera-chic bikinis. 10am-1pm & 6-10pm

Memorable Shoes & Accessories

Alma Gemela

map

Glammed-up espadrilles in all kinds of colours and styles, including payesa (traditional and Formentera-made). 10am-2pm & 6-10pm
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Family Travel

Despite its rave-all-night reputation and ultra-romantic couples-oriented hotels, Ibiza is actually a wonderful destination for families. Granted, it isn’t packed with sights designed to entertain little ones, but there are plenty of sheltered beaches, quiet villages and family-friendly hotels.



Kid Care

Public nappy (pañal) changing facilities are limited. Breastfeeding in public isn’t terribly common in Spain, but it is done – just take stock of the situation and surroundings and gauge if you feel comfortable. Pharmacies often close on Sundays, but one usually stays open and services the neighbourhood. Hotels will call a doctor for you.


Eating Out

Children are welcome in most restaurants, though less so in formal places. Not all restaurants provide highchairs (tronas or sillitas), so reserve one when booking. Larger establishments often have kids’ menus (menú infantil), but many places don’t open until 8pm in the evening, so plan accordingly if you have hungry mouths to feed, and adjust your children to Spanish time (siestas help).
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Hotel Planning

Ibiza has many adults-only hotels, so double-check before booking. Prebook cots and cribs.




TRAVELLING WITH CHILDREN

Children under five travel free on buses in Ibiza, with discounts for those aged between five and 12. All under-18s travel free in Formentera. Rent car seats (about €12 per day) from car-rental companies.



Opening Hours

Many child-geared sights and activities only operate from April to October – always check before you set out to avoid disappointment (and tears).

Activities with Kids

Concessions for children are usually available on admission fees to sights, attractions and accommodation. However, age ranges vary. Some larger hotels offer kids clubs with childcare and activities. The legal age for clubbing is 18.







Accommodation

Pick your base carefully: you’ll have very different experiences depending on where you stay. Avoid peak season (late June to mid-September) to save cash.


Where to Stay if You Love…

Atmosphere & Clubbing

Ibiza Town is the heart of the action with the gorgeous Dalt Vila. It’s well connected by bus for island explorations – and for hitting the more distant clubs.


OUR PICK

We Love to Stay in...

Agroturisme There are at least 30 agroturisme (rural hotels) in Ibiza, many of which are fabulously converted farmhouses drenched in history. None are especially remote, but their serenity, character and minimalist luxury, paired with attentive service, are a rare (pricey) treat.



Kid-Friendly Coves

Santa Eulària des Riu & East Ibiza is well connected to the rest of the island by bus. Its Puig de Missa is historically rich, and its nearby coves are family-friendly.

Country Life & Peaceful Beaches

North & Interior Ibiza is much quieter and less developed. The coast is beautiful, and the interior is dotted with farms and atmosphere-rich agroturisme (rural hotels).

Big Beaches & Nightlife

South Ibiza combines inviting waters and incredible beaches (like those in Parc Natural de Ses Salines) with proximity to marquee megaclubs, chiringuitos (beach bars) and glam beach clubs.


HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN

Guesthouse double €85–100

Ibiza Town midrange hotel double €180–280

Agroturisme double from €250



Historic Bars & Thrumming Action

Sant Antoni de Portmany & West Ibiza pops with largely Brit-centric bars and clubs, plus the legendary Sunset Strip. Nearby beaches offer well-developed recreation.







Food, Drink & Nightlife

Allergies & Intolerances

People with food allergies and dietary restrictions shouldn’t have difficulties eating out in Ibiza. Substances like nuts that could trigger a reaction are not always listed on menus, though, so always communicate your allergy clearly to servers to be sure.

HOW TO SAY


	I’m allergic to... (m/f)

	Soy alérgico/a a...



	nuts

	las nueces



	seafood

	los mariscos



	dairy products

	los productos lácteos



	gluten

	al gluten



	I’m a vegetarian

	Soy vegetariano/a





HOW TO BUDGET

Generally speaking, dining out in Ibiza is extremely expensive compared to other parts of Spain (and much of the world). Tostadas and bocadillos (baguette sandwiches) are cheap cafe bites, while three-course lunch menús (set menus) in simpler restaurants can range from €14 to €18.



Advance Planning

For top-end restaurants, it’s essential to book in high season, and at least several weeks (and sometimes months) in advance for glam beach clubs and Michelin-star spots. Several days to a week ahead is usually fine for summer reservations elsewhere. You might stumble across last-minute tables, but don’t count on it.


HOW TO ASK...

Is this gluten free?

¿Esto es libre de gluten?

Does this contain nuts?

¿Contiene nueces?

Is there a vegan option?

¿Existe una opción vegana?



How to… Pay the Bill

Your bill usually won’t be presented until you ask for it. Catch your server’s attention and say: ‘Por favor nos trae la cuenta’ or ‘La cuenta, por favor’.

Splitting the bill: You’ll have to ask to split the bill. Say ‘¿Podemos dividir la cuenta, por favor?’

Tipping: A tip (una propina) is usually not included on bills. In typical restaurants, 10% is standard, and at cafes and bars, round to the nearest euro. But at high-end clubs and restaurants, the sky’s the limit (someone once left an €80,000 tip).



PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to the average cost of a main course.

€ less than €12

€€ €12–20

€€€ more than €20




OPENING HOURS

Restaurants In beach resorts 8am–11pm. Elsewhere 1pm–4pm and 8pm–11.30pm. Many close from November to April.

Cafes 8am to 8pm or later.
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Homegrown Specialities

Ibiza is a wonderland of local and international flavours (from Italian and Moroccan to Japanese and Argentine) served at an astonishing array of good restaurants. Much of the cuisine in non-corporate locations is fuelled by local, often-organic ingredients – check out the many farms and help support local, sustainable farms.

Island specialities to seek out include sofrit pagès (country-meat fry-up); bullit de peix (fish stew) served with arrós a banda (paella-style rice in fish stock); fresh fish and seafood, usually grilled, baked or in a paella or fideuà (paella-like fish-and-seafood noodle dish). Sample flaó, a yummy tart of anise, citrus and mint. Formenteran food is similar, though tends towards the Italian due to the number of Italians who visit.

Going Out

Ibiza is one of the world's most (in)famous nightlife destinations, hosting legendary megaclubs such as Pacha, Amnesia and Hï – read our guide to prepare for the clubbing time of your life.


HOW MUCH FOR A

Coffee €3

Pint of beer €5–12

Glass of wine from €8

Scoop of ice cream €3–4

Supermarket soft drink €1–3

Lunch (menu of the day) from €14

Dinner in a traditional restaurant from €35

Dinner at a fancy restaurant from €80









LGBTIQ+ Travellers

Ibiza is a renowned destination for LGBTIQ+ visitors, with an everything-goes vibe and an embracing attitude for play and display.


Hot Spots: Beaches, Bars & Clubs

Beaches across Ibiza are LGBTIQ+-friendly. The two main specifically gay beaches are Es Cavallet, on the southeast coast, home to the fabulously named Chiringay bar-restaurant, and Figueretes. Figueretes hotels are especially gay-friendly, like Hotel Cenit, with its popular pool-party scene. At the time of writing, popular LGBTIQ+ bars/clubs include Lola’s, Sunrise and Angelo. The particularly famous polysexual night, La Troya, is now hosted by Club Chinois in Marina Botafoc. There are other LGBTIQ+-geared nights, like Glitterbox at Hï Ibiza, but the truth of the matter is all the bars and clubs are welcoming, so every night can be pansexual, pangender, paneverything.

In mid-June, celebrate Ibiza Pride (ibizagaypride.eu).


LGBTIQ+ SPAIN

In 2024 Spain ranked joint first (with Portugal, Malta, Canada and New Zealand) in the Spartacus Gay Travel Index of LGBTIQ+-friendly countries.




OUR PICK

The Ultimate LGBTIQ+ Neighbourhood

Ibiza Town and its nearby beaches are the natural epicentre of a proud and prominent gay culture. Bar-hop your way through the Old Port (all the bars are mixed) and packed-out Carrer de la Verge, Ibiza’s LGBTIQ+ village. A visit there will quickly have you filled in on where’s hot this season.
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RESOURCES

Handy LGBTIQ+ guides that cover Ibiza (and Spain) include Gay 4 U (gaytravel4u.com) and Shangay (shangay.com).



Spanish Advocacy

• FELGTBI+ The Federación Estatal de Lesbianas, Gays, Trans & Bisexuales advocacy group lobbied for same-sex marriage (legalised in 2005). It’s affiliated with local groups offering support and safe spaces across Spain. (felgtbi.org) • Casal Lambda is a Barcelona-based social, cultural and information centre. (lambda.cat)







Health & Safe Travel

Ibiza’s biggest menace is other people acting foolishly (unless that’s you). Proceed with care, and you’ll have a great time.


Crime

Be wary of pickpockets in touristed areas and keep an eye out for distraction techniques (women offering good-luck flowers, dirt spotted on your shirt). Never leave anything important lying unattended at the beach – things can disappear instantly. Some neighbourhoods around Dalt Vila can get sketchy – keep your head up.

Legally you are supposed to carry your national ID card or passport at all times in Spain. In practice this is rarely enforced and many leave their passports in hotel safes.


WATER & SUSTAINABLE REFILLS

Tap water has a high salt and calcium content. To reduce single-use plastic, seek out the island’s three agua potable stations (in Sant Josep, Sant Rafel and Santa Eulària) for drinking-water refills (€1 for 20L). Locate free water fountains in Ibiza Town on the Cleanwave app (cleanwavefoundation.org).




Driving

In high season, roads teem with inexperienced, reckless drivers; keep calm and carry your ID.




QUICK INFO
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Security

Lock cars and hotel rooms. Beware of pickpockets in Ibiza Town.

[image: icon]

Permission

Ask before taking pictures of ibicencos, especially of children.
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Smoking

Banned in bars/restaurants; laws to include terraces were introduced in 2024.



Health & Hospitals

The main health concerns for travellers to Ibiza are traffic accidents and drug- and alcohol-related issues (tourists die from overdoses, falling off balconies and drowning while under the influence). There are two hospitals in Ibiza Town. If you need an ambulance, call 061; for emergency treatment, go straight to the urgencias (casualty) at the nearest hospital.


DRUG POSSESSION

Cannabis is legal for personal, small-quantity use only. Despite Ibiza’s hippy heritage and carefree, wild-party vibe, public consumption of any illicit drug is illegal.









Responsible Travel

Follow these tips to leave a lighter footprint, support residents and have a more positive impact on communities.


Shop & Eat Local

Seek out restaurants and markets with locally grown food, like Can Guimó or Juntos House. Some organic farms such as Terra Masia welcome visitors, while the islands’ wineries are reviving traditional local grapes. Enjoy an expert-led guided tour, such as with Ibiza Outdoors, or learn a local craft, either with Eco Ibiza or Formentera Guitars. Support artisan makers in their shops and at hippy markets, where you’ll find handcrafted goods.

[image: image]
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Conserve Water

‘In the Balearic Islands we have many things, but little water.’ That’s the campaign tagline for the Agència Balear de l’Aigua i la Qualitat Ambiental. Support local initiatives by Alliance for Water (alianzaagua.org).
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OUR PICK

Biking

Bicycles and e-bikes are a great way to see the countryside, especially on Formentera where the government limits cars. Biking in Ibiza is excellent.



Overtourism

Overtourism is a huge issue in the Balearic Islands. Help combat it by visiting during the shoulder- and off-seasons and staying for a bit longer. Tourist rentals and illegal accommodation have driven up rents for residents, making some areas a nightmare of crowds during high season. Ensure your accommodation has an official licence and if you can, avoid corporate hotels and restaurants where your money leaves the island. And do the obvious: no littering, no raucous behaviour in residential areas, etc.

Resources

• illessostenibles.travel Balearic Islands’ sustainability projects

• ibizasostenible.com Ibizan sustainability, responsibility and regenerative culture

• ibizapreservation.org Ibizan sustainability and environmental protection



LEAVE A LIGHT FOOTPRINT

Use local buses to get around. Or, rent an e-vehicle or e-bike. Hiking, cycling and horse riding are rewarding, low-impact ways to explore. Most of Ibiza’s agroturismes (rural hotels) combine soothing accommodation with a sustainable ethos.



Local Reactions

Tourist numbers skyrocket in high season, putting resources under strain and impacting the natural environment. Island governments have proposed plans to protect Ibiza from overtourism, and there’s a public desire to move away from balearización (favouring short-term profit over sustainable practices). In 2022 the Balearics banned the construction of new hotels and tourist accommodation until at least 2026, while 2024 saw a ban on public alcohol consumption in the streets of Sant Antoni. Other steps to protect beaches and combat overtourism include designating 10 smoking-free beaches, beach clean-ups and campaigns encouraging people to visit outside peak tourism months (July and August).


PROTECTING CLEAR WATERS & WILDLIFE

Sea grass (posidonia;) is vital for hindering seabed erosion. It attracts sea life and slows global warming. The oxygen it generates cleans the water.



Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when travelling; Lonely Planet urges all travellers to engage with their travel carbon footprint, which will mainly come from air travel. While there often isn’t an alternative, travellers can look to minimise the number of flights they take, opt for newer aircraft and use cleaner ground transport, such as trains. One proposed solution – purchasing carbon offsets – unfortunately does not cancel out the impact of individual flights. While most destinations will depend on air travel for the foreseeable future, for now, pursuing ground-based travel where possible is the best course of action.

The UN Carbon Offset Calculator shows how flying impacts a household’s emissions.
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The ICAO’s carbon emissions calculator allows visitors to analyse the CO2 generated by point-to-point journeys.
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Accessible Travel

Beaches

Ibiza has over 20 beaches (plus a few more on Formentera) with access for people with mobility limitations. There are often boardwalks, ramps and, in some cases, amphibious chairs and adapted toilet and shower facilities. Among these are Platja de Talamanca, d’en Bossa, Ses Salines, Cala d’Hort and Benirràs. Tourist offices (turismo.eivissa.es) provide advice.


OUR PICKS

Ibiza Town’s Port area, Sant Antoni and Santa Eulària are all fairly flat, with good, expansive seafront promenades, though pavements can be narrow (or non-existent) all over Ibiza. One of our favourite outings is to explore Ibiza Town’s harbourfront, from the Old Port to Marina Botafoc. Cobbled streets and steps in Dalt Vila aren’t very wheelchair- friendly, but the seafront promenade is smooth going and in the heart of the action, with spectacular views back up to the ramparts.



Hotels & Sights

Ibiza isn’t an especially accommodating destination for people with disabilities, though some museums, sights and plenty of hotels now have accessible facilities. New hotels in Spain are required by law to have wheelchair-adapted rooms. Older buildings and rural accommodation are trickier. Check specifics when you book.


ACCESSIBLE CLUBBING

Clubbing in a wheelchair may require the help of club employees for lifting the chair (and you) down any stairs, though Hï Ibiza claims to be wheelchair accessible. Bouncers may try to demand that a carer has a ticket.



Solo & Female Travellers

Ibiza is an accepting and friendly destination, but the standard precautions are advised. If you receive unwanted attention – perhaps by another visitor – usually ignoring it will be sufficient.


GETTING AROUND

Prebook adapted taxis through the Federació Insular de Taxis de l’Illa d’Eivissa (taxiibiza.net), which uses the TaxiClick app. Buses in Ibiza have lifts. City crossing signals usually have audio signals.



Resources

Accessible Spain Travel offers several private tours of Ibiza, with transport and a guide.







Nuts & Bolts

Opening Hours

In this book we’ve provided opening hours and prices for high season. Many establishments close from November to April.

Banks 8am–2pm Monday to Friday

Post offices 8.30am–8pm Monday to Friday

Restaurants Varied. In beach resorts, casual places open 8am–11pm. Elsewhere across the island it’s roughly 1pm–4pm and 8pm–11.30pm.

Shops 10am–9pm, often until midnight June to September.


Obert/ Abierto (Catalan/Spanish)

Open

Tancat/Cerrado

Closed




QUICK INFO

Time Zone Central European time (GMT/UTC plus one hour)

Country Calling Code +34

Emergency Number 112

Population 152,820



ELECTRICITY
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Public Holidays

New Year’s Day 1 January

Epiphany 6 January

Balearics’ Day 1 March

Good Friday Late March/April

Easter Monday Late March/April

Labour Day 1 May

St Mary’s Day 5 August

St Ciriac’s Day 8 August

Assumption Day 15 August

Hispanic Day 12 October

All Saints’ Day 11 November

Constitution Day 6 December

Immaculate Conception 8 December

Christmas Day 25 December

Phones

Most phones will function fine on Ibiza (though signal can be patchy on remote beaches). Always check with your provider that your phone is enabled for use abroad. Data roaming costs can add up, but wi-fi is ubiquitous, and you can pre-download maps and guides for offline use.






Language


Spanish Basics

Hello.
Hola. o·la

Goodbye.
Adiós. a·dyos

How are you?
¿Qué tal? ke tal

Fine, thanks.
Bien, gracias. byen gra·thyas

Yes./No.
Sí. see/ No. No

Please.
Por favor. por fa·vo

Thank you.
Gracias. gra·thyas

Excuse me.
Perdón. per·don

Sorry.
Lo siento. lo syen·to

Do you speak English?
¿Habla inglés? ab·la een·gles

I don’t understand.
No entiendo. no en·tyen·do



Fast Phrases

What’s your name?

¿Cómo se llama Usted? ko·mo se lya·ma oo·ste

My name is …

Me llamo … me lya·mo …

Please bring the bill.

Por favor nos trae la cuenta. por fa·vor nos tra·e la kwen·ta

I’d like …

Quisiera … kee·sye·ra …

a coffee   un café oon ka·fe

a table   una mesa oo·na me·sa

for two   para dos pa·ra dos

a wine   un vino oon vee·no

two beers   dos cervezas dos ther·ve·thas

What would you recommend?

¿Qué recomienda? ke re·ko·myen·da

Cheers!

¡Salud! sa·loo

That was delicious.

¡Estaba buenísimo! es·ta·ba bwe·nee·see·mo

What time is it?

¿Qué hora es? ke o·ra es

Where’s …?

¿Dónde está …? don·de es·ta …

Help!

¡Socorro! so·ko·ro


Numbers

1

uno oo·no

2

dos dos

3

tres tres

4

cuatro kwa·tro

5

cinco theen·ko

6

seis seys

7

siete sye·te

8

ocho o·cho

9

nueve nwe·ve

10

diez dyeth




Good to Know

Note that kh is a throaty sound (like the ‘ch’ in the Scottish loch), r is strongly rolled, ly is pronounced as the ‘lli’ in ‘million’ and ny as the ‘ni’ in ‘onion’.

Spanish has a formal and informal word for ‘you’ (usted and tú, respectively). The verbs also have a different ending for each person, like the English ‘I do’ versus ‘he/she does’.

Warning: some Spanish words look like English words but have a different meaning altogether! For example, suburbio is ‘slum district’ (not ‘suburb’, which is barrio).


SHOPPING

I’d like to buy …

Quisiera comprar … kee·sye·ra kom·prar …

May I look at it?

¿Puedo verlo? pwe·do ver·lo

How much is it?

¿Cuánto cuesta? kwan·to kwes·ta

That’s too/very expensive.

Es muy caro. es mooy ka·ro



Signs

Abierto Open

Cerrado Closed

Entrada Entrance

Salida Exit

Mujeres Women

Hombres Men

Prohibido Prohibited

Servicios/Aseos Toilets

Aeropuerto Airport

Estación de tren Train station

Tirar Pull

Empujar Push

No Fumar No Smoking

Listen for

Su pasaporte, por favor. soo pa·sa·por·te por fa·vor

Your passport, please.

Su visado, por favor. soo vee·sa·do por fa·vor

Your visa, please.

LEARN A LITTLE SPANISH

Spanish (español) and Catalan (català) are the two official languages of Ibiza.

While you’ll find an increasing number of ibicencos who speak some English, especially younger people and hotel and restaurant employees, don’t count on it.

Travellers who learn a little Spanish will be amply rewarded, as locals appreciate the effort, no matter how basic your understanding of the language.












Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travellers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you are happy to have your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/legal.

Acknowledgements

Cover photograph: Ibiza Town. Eleanor Scriven/Shutterstock ©

Back photograph: Dalt Vila. Eleanor Scriven/Shutterstock ©


THIS BOOK

Destination Editor
Annemarie McCarthy

Cartographer
Rachel Imeson

Production Editor
Robin Yule

Book Designer
Eoin Loughney

Assisting Editors
Shauna Daly

Cover Researcher
Eoin Loughney

Thanks to
Janet Austin, Alison Kilalea, Kate Mathews, Charlotte Orr, Claire Rourke



Published by Lonely Planet Global Limited

CRN 554153

4th edition – Mar 2025

ISBN 978 1 83758 751 3

© Lonely Planet 2025 Photographs © as indicated 2025

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be copied, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic, mechanical, recording or otherwise, except brief extracts for the purpose of review, and no part of this publication may be sold or hired, without the written permission of the publisher. Lonely Planet and the Lonely Planet logo are trademarks of Lonely Planet and are registered in the US Patent and Trademark Office and in other countries. Lonely Planet does not allow its name or logo to be appropriated by commercial establishments, such as retailers, restaurants or hotels. Please let us know of any misuses: lonelyplanet.com/legal/intellectual-property.





[image: How To Use This eBook]





[image: Cross Promo]




[image: button]


[image: button]


[image: button]


[image: button]


[image: button]





EPUB/images/2icon.gif






EPUB/images/icon-swim.gif





EPUB/images/11-south-ibiza-pk-ibi4.jpg
< P
Sont Rafaol @1
) Església de
52 g;nae and a0z Sant Rafel
ce
o[
Sant Agusti
o F des Vedra
2 * a8
Sant Josep
- de'Sa Talaia
Racd
Big. Blue‘w Verd
Ibiza Sd(’%lgin)ssa
5
Ibiza:Town
Sant Jordide OFigueretes
£y Ses Salines h
i = Platja d'en
Ses Paisses s J Bossa
© de Cala d'Hort Esglésiade iy o
@b Sant Jordi @ 02
A @ g Hilbiza
s Cubells 0@ Església D Ushusia (4]
cév; :5; »ﬁﬁr. P EsCubells s Tomrent ) P
Torrades Savinar® &B202 e Cola  Platiade il
® = Atientis EsXarco  Jondal ~ SaCaleta o Sant Franceso
 Es Vedlanel Porroie ® © o de s'Estany
Es Vedra 3 e ez
Cala @ lSes .
Llentrisca =i a
Fid R
<33
Japdendy QT
- Parc Natural
MEDITERRANEAN 5
SEA de Ses Salines ®
£ Torede (6 ]
A es Portes
®? e





EPUB/images/type-c-4C.jpg
Type C
220V/50Hz





EPUB/images/icon3.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1868026777.jpg





EPUB/images/82-1.jpg
(A ] (2]

Sant Joan de
8 Labritia (5km)
2] a
(5]
PMgI0.
Saz,
59z, SANTA
[+ ] R %, EULARIA R
Ibiza Town % DES RIU
(12km) Can
- Plaretss 9|
PMs10 re
See Santa Eularia
des Riu Enlargement
o1
Santa Euléria des Riu
- oValverde
R
Amante® g1
dien
Serra
For more see
Top Experiences &
Experiences &
Eating
Drinking @&
A
®8 e 1™

Cala

(0] 8
oo

oSantCarles
de Peralta

© Es Canar

Punta
Abiogy

Hippy Market
Punta Arabi

MEDITERRANEAN
SEA

Csn'e&SsmV/wnt )

©
D@.@ﬁ

Q
%,
Plaga d'Espanya ©>:

(=1}

BPoy
@ desLled






EPUB/images/shutterstock_670249444.jpg





EPUB/images/walking.jpg





EPUB/images/icon1.jpg
WMAJ

N/





EPUB/images/icon2.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_183080036.jpg





EPUB/images/11-south-ibiza-dt-pk-ibi4.jpg
®'Sant Antoni

de Portmany
pscs Sant Rafael®
o Sant Agusti
des Vedra
Sant-Josep
de Sa Talaia
00 ©
s Sant Jord
== de Ses Salines 0
Q)
ey S
Sant Francesc
Ses desEstany
Salines
a0z
A 0 4im
® o 25 miles






EPUB/images/sampler.png
The key to the perfect trip

Lonely Planet eBooks make trip planning and
on-the-road travelling easier than ever

1. Discover amazing experiences

Gorgeous photos of top sights with links
to author recommendations help you
plan where to go.

Montenegro’s Top 16

Sveti Stefan

© Sights

Sveti Stefan Beach
The main point of coming]
time horizontal as possib)

3. Plan your perfect trip

Search for destinations, bookmark
favourites and add notes to
customise your guide.

2. Content when you need it

Downloading eBooks on the road is
simple, and you can carry as many
guides as you need.

4., Essential online travel info

Links to the best business and travel
websites bring all the info you need into
one place.

Features you’ll love while on the road...

Central Perth

© sights
2 Bl Tower — —
3 Perth Institute of Contemoo?

Double tap
then pinch
and zoom

Art Gallery of Western Australia
(- ] ar ]

Art Gallery of Western Australia
(e

Map links to reviews mean
you can find info quickly.

'
'

'

'

'

'

I

'

'

i

'

'

'

Top Sights '
I

- '
'

'

'

'

1

'

I

'

'

'

'

1

Zoom-in maps make it easy ! Offline maps mean no
i to navigate in a new place. data-roaming charges.





EPUB/images/icon-train.gif





EPUB/images/112-1.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2018207699.jpg






EPUB/images/shutterstock_1816362125.jpg





EPUB/images/pocket-ibiza-4-cover.jpg
e

.
.”}ﬁ;‘






EPUB/images/xpromo-top-generic.png
GIET TITLES

Unlock the secrets of this beautiful planet
with our inspirational range of illustrated
non-fiction and gift titles.

e NN

Sy
‘B zpEsTH -~"1~:ﬁ\\1\-¢@
e WL L ]

B R | 'Y ONCE -
o A, e\
, TS

=2 s





EPUB/images/taxi.jpg





EPUB/images/btn-lp-ptnr.png
lonelyplanet.com






EPUB/images/shutterstock_471654341.jpg
<
R A






EPUB/images/car-rental.jpg





EPUB/images/54-1.jpg





EPUB/images/key-sights.gif





EPUB/images/icon-family.gif





EPUB/images/icon-phone.gif





EPUB/images/key-shop.gif
(=)





EPUB/images/tour.jpg





EPUB/images/category-shop.gif





EPUB/images/bus.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2460503677.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1417440977.jpg





EPUB/images/15-sant-antoni-wt-pk-ibi4.jpg
CSant Antoni

G General Balanzat

Espriu

A
MEDITERRANEAN
SEA

®

quwerd 2

500m
025 miles





EPUB/images/alexis_headshot_new.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2294677829.jpg





EPUB/images/19-1.jpg
Restaurants Bars & pubs Taxis Hotel
tonearest euro tonearesteuro  housekeeping
per night





EPUB/images/19-2.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_663976552.jpg





EPUB/images/busa.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_663976549.jpg





EPUB/images/151-1.jpg






EPUB/images/151-2.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_603870038.jpg
"‘~’ii s 1 e

F,-

,_,.;Q"!“ "'"‘"hlv

EE h
gy L

. ﬁ






EPUB/images/4-1.jpg






EPUB/images/34-1.jpg





EPUB/images/icon-ubahn.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2116963733.jpg





EPUB/images/icon-bus.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_660956956.jpg





EPUB/images/btn-google-ptnr.png
Google






EPUB/images/shutterstock_2129718008.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_683164747.jpg





EPUB/images/10-ibiza-town-wt-pk-ibi4.jpg
>
3 /
]
&
4]
B
B

Avde Bartomeu

Rosselld

«
A
N

e
el

VIEA

C
Santa Llicia

200m
0.1 riles





EPUB/images/13-north-ibiza-pk-ibi4.jpg
de Corona™

Santa Agné;%g
(3]

Sant Antoni
‘ede Portmany

D

MEDITERRANEAN SEA

Platja Es £ Far de
ot s

. Cala (© Portinatx
TR .Cala den
9] Serra Port de ses
Mediterrania Tlla des DX Portinatx Caletes L Cap—
Paddlo Surf B¢ - . Cala @D . 5]
5 Benirras Xarraca  Sillot @ ¥ I
Torr;dles E & desRencli | @ ﬁm Hide Cova des
folar’ 1za
- S DE0oade  pgissagey sont oo /' @Culleram
RS D e CanMared "G oan gy dlabile - Vicont Calade Sant Vicent
dhibiria 89 SantMiguel 51 s @F PR deSaCda
‘ anca S biza o
ici % %// Horse igies
Església de #: \S
Fests del s""”"”"?"e‘&ggﬁm Miquel i Esglésiade g Qilanqu(es
ViPogés 58 de Balansat Sant Carles R@e Figueral
B0 2 Sant Carlesi Torre d'en
O, & [PM804] Sant Lloreng iz
s %, wem 3 T O S
2 Vg, é (] 'Outdoors
%, DR Akasha@® Estuide . cia
PvBoR1 = R o Las Dalias CanAndrey <= Mastella
)2 n
Santa Gertrudi of %
anta Gertrudis
> & de Fruiera misto & Es Canar
Punta
d
Arabi
R0 g eSanta Eularia
les desRiu 4 o -
%@ 0 2.5 miles






EPUB/images/key-entertain.gif






EPUB/images/icon-park.gif





EPUB/images/12-east-ibiza-wt-pk-ibi4.jpg
& -3
& “Ts

e = CANAR
Cop Tty 5
e 5 Hiopy Merket
SARGAMASSA é;/:j’g‘?‘_‘”b’
< A
?@ ARAB

RS

SANTA EULARIAGS
&
U

% &

MEDIT

1km
0.5 miles






EPUB/images/shutterstock_1800991195.jpg





EPUB/images/23-1.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2142672895.jpg







EPUB/images/icon-cycle.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2379829327.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1412298863.jpg





EPUB/images/e-bikes.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2149783475.jpg





EPUB/images/key-eat.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2017674635.jpg





EPUB/images/hiking.jpg





EPUB/images/12-east-ibiza-pk-ibi4.jpg
Sant Joan de
Labritja (Skm)

o R 3

Ibiza Town -
(12km) & ca
- Planetes ®)
()
)
o Doy oValverde

6} Cala

Llonga
(128

Amante® .7
d'en
Serra

2km

1mile

i
SANTA

EULARIA R
DESRIJ

See Santa Eularia
des Riu Enlargement

Santa Eularia des Riu

o Sant Carles
dePeralta

Cala
Mastella

Cala
Llenya

Atzaro
Beach Club &

OFs Canar

Punta
Avah\'oo

R
Hippy Market
Punta Arabi

MEDITERRANEAN

SEA

~  Carrer Sant Vicent )
% i
(3 L2,

2/
Pta;‘s dEspanys‘%)@ ﬁ
\©%

%0, @
5 Passeligde
%% s'Alamera

%

& Playade
Santa

% Eulalia

)
o

@ desLles






EPUB/images/94-1.jpg
.
_ SantaAgnés ©
B deCoona®

3 sant Antoni

‘ede Portmany

(6] (0]

MEDITERRANEAN SEA  plafiaEs R Farde
Cala _Port inatx (1]
Portnatt -0 @<2"Caladen
~ ¢ lase 3 Serra Portdeses |
Mediterrania Tlla des \J Zﬁ@x Portitatc { Caletes S
Padle Surf Bosc i Cala 4 & -
enirras ooy Sillot ﬁ by
desRencli g North Ri
biza g 2,
Esglésiade 4 Sant Joan
M cain / 'm/ Portde Saanaanﬁ%ue Labkuam Sy e cmaaisyfv\eem a
5 a0 i 8
(1ublz/raa Blancg Santhu:I“\ ants o’;;(?;a leSaCala
- s P
. s%ﬂﬁf;ﬁ& " .g;gnu:fles
Sant Miquet f6sia de \
Fﬁ;{:g?s’ de Balansat e P AT uelal
= SantCarlesl " Tomeden
St Mated e P08 B % de Peralta & o Vals <
dAbarca u% e Balafia (% fm D © n:
% g% 224 Akasha® EsTulde o cofa
= & 304 Las Dalias® © 1AV <= Mastella
® D)
o 20 $
‘Santa Gertrudis (
deFriitera s SEdCar
Punta
]
20 S ———— eSanta Eularia ¢ a
scoles “desRiu A 2
®0 5km
0 2.5 miles

RO





EPUB/images/trolley.jpg





EPUB/images/33-1.jpg
e o
cﬂ’aﬂ
o
A
9
o 33 Talamanca (L5km, seelnset). .o
®, Botoc 2k sce nset) 4.3
% \ Jesds 25km) 1
o n 5
(2] %;“ ?Q wan\sn"swrvsv@ CdeCarestl g
g g N
<) & Cdé Felipa! |
g 2l £ \
€ ‘% b . |
5 [ deCartes V-
%
AV disidor Macabich Av de Bartomeu Rossallo-
(5] o (5]
g
o de
% e Cz% z e o Torule. FEoOdAT S Y%
castell . Nty C, A Lo
@%w i % 2 ficente ‘;&' QLAMAR\N%B%%;’%% e /
“ % Cd BsboCarosco 5 8 Ganesha™ 3 ooy, CoeVomntyy = A
o % \; e S Vo - S0 DR : /
= 58 B Piaga desa SOty Vo des ¥
gg "gfé cansd 7 3 Constitucid %laVirg, o Carrerde Jogioi J
5@ = Bonet Mercat = laVerge s 1
a i %% Morcat gy SAPERYA — & (PO 4
L \ ¥ — Tk e 7
52) eSS ( is = 2

DR gesaPede® |

g/
5
3 2

B

B
Cap =+ (5]
o, O

!

Oficina de Turisme. ‘o Top Experiences €3
©)LaCiria Experiences &
Nt ios o 12068 Eating

Drinking @
Shopping @

Contemporani Psti
st givissa dAmes

pat D(!lte
U
Puget b






EPUB/images/icon-subway.gif





EPUB/images/category-eat.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1885358593.jpg





EPUB/images/arrow-green.png





EPUB/images/shutterstock_286575914.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1729075123.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_408989071.jpg





EPUB/images/60-1.jpg
oo

R
sontrsod O
Església de
Time and Pago3] Sant Rafel
R Space
ol
Sant Agusti
% des Vedra
Cala Tarida »
Sant Josep
5 deSaTalaia
i Racé
B:gelye‘g A Verd
Ibiza Sa &Jg;afsa
m
Ibiza- Town ﬂ
Sant Jorgide OFigueretes
v i SesSalines
18505 paisses Exglésincodh ) e
de Cala d'Hort [ésia dle: e
e Sant Jordi@° o
& %@ Hilbiza
S £ Cubells o@Eseéizi:l ) JPUshuaia @
va des Miradorg S s
Es Vedia Miador§ _ Covade Felaent Aeroport & &
Torre des Savinar® & V% 2 Cala Platja de dEvissa @
. Atiantis EsXarco  Jondal ~ SaCaleta o Sant Francesc
[} Es Vedranell [ "~ GesEstany
Es Vedra
Cala sl u_Ses L)
Llentrisca ines a
For more see & R
Top Experiences & o
Experiences & e ya'd
Eating [0y Es Cavallet
Drinking
Shopping @ MEDITERRANEAN depgg‘;’;:lt’:r:sl Y
SEA Torre de (6]
5m Ses Portes
25 miles






EPUB/images/checkbox.png





EPUB/images/shutterstock_523694926.jpg





EPUB/images/walk.jpg





EPUB/images/key-drink.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_648342277.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_443355889.jpg





EPUB/images/ibiza-city-pk-cc.jpg
Temperature °C/F Rainfall inches/mm
407104 — /50
30/86—

. . )
/68— . . . 0 Q
oo . II @ —us0
“Hmmnm-_=AHE

O N D






EPUB/images/shutterstock_1663862470.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_363208751.jpg





EPUB/images/btn-bn-ptnr.png
Barnes & Noble







EPUB/images/type-f-4C.jpg
Type F
230V/50Hz





EPUB/images/130-1.jpg
Cala
Saonao

For@

de Barbaria

@Espalmador
EsPas®
Py Parc Natural
de Ses Salines
Trucador
Platia Peninsula
llletes = & platja
Llevant
(2]
R
Cala
Savina PvEs]
LaSavina c@
RO ks =
Wetd =
Bstany ?&Campamenl Fn@® {}P(atiades
d@“’mm Estany § qusﬂljuls
sz S Pujol
R

SantFerran
de SesRoques

See Sant Francesc|
Xavier|

" Formentera
Guitars

Esca

T ari

Beach Club— Platja de
a0 Vi
B Torre des
Garroveret

oy dAgost

4%222 .
e

g
i
42

Església o
[esia
deSant @ 4 DR

OC*
5%
(5
%
5%,
1%

%

Museu
OffiidEtnografia de
Formentera

MEDITERRANEAN
SEA
> £ e
P"’ﬁ;"” Sant Agusti
< th Mercat
Can Pasqual @ " & Camide sa dArtesania
Hotel Entre Pinos @) ¢y Pujada .
RO (=3 Tsri.;?;ll © Eéﬂ%oxa Punta
Es Arenals 00 Sa Ruda
Moli Vell oF
delaMola Farde
SaMola
5km
25 miles






EPUB/images/category-sights.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2373925593.jpg





EPUB/images/light-rail.jpg





EPUB/images/pocket-family.jpg
o\
bne&_/ﬂmet
ePockiet

GUIDES

Each book is packed with Top Every title available in
Sights, Local Life tips and list of print and eBook format
the Best of Lists for each city. www.lonelyplanet.com







EPUB/images/shutterstock_2358363503.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_96283706.jpg





EPUB/images/16-formentera-ct-pk-ibi4.jpg
5 km
25 miles.

®
oo

Estany
Pudent

MEDITERRANEAN
SEA

EsCalo





EPUB/images/149-2.gif





EPUB/images/149-1.gif
B,





EPUB/images/arrow-red.gif





EPUB/images/149-3.gif





EPUB/images/13-north-ibiza-dt-pk-ibi4.jpg
[ 5km
@ 0 2.5 miles.
Portinatx
g
&
0.
bort do 3 £
SantJonFeeee piats Sant
e doLabriia Vicent
de Sa Cala
2 E
Sant Miquel
deBalansat
s o
SN SentCarles
5 [meog SantLlorenc de Peralta o
(Albarc Zde Baidfia
pisio
Saita
o Gerirudis
doFritera

Santa Eularia

des Riy
.





EPUB/images/icon-acon.gif





EPUB/images/13-santa-gertrudis-wt-pk-ibi4.jpg
SO,
e
v

ey D ep

S8l0953 55 3p 3

CVenda de py

o

C Venda de Parada

clende®®

Vet

100m

0.05 miles.

oo






EPUB/images/shutterstock_2385917983.jpg





EPUB/images/bike-share.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2045156747.jpg





EPUB/images/16-formentera-pk-ibi4.jpg
orre des
Garroveret

e

almador

EsPas®

Parc Natural
de Ses Salines

Trucador
Platja Peninsula

lletes Platja
Llevant

Cala

Estany
Pudent,

Ses

EsCalode

MEDIT

25 miles

5km





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2440238545.jpg
& (1
e w






EPUB/images/shutterstock_2157773571_montage_ibiza_travel.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1457229656.jpg





EPUB/images/62-1.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_668209702_montage_with_eparking_app.jpg





EPUB/images/car.jpg





EPUB/images/3icon.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_577301650.jpg
.






EPUB/images/category-drink.gif





EPUB/images/icon-metro.gif





EPUB/images/132-1.jpg





EPUB/images/38-1.jpg





EPUB/images/icon-veg.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1461049811.jpg





EPUB/images/btn-amzn-kindle-ptnr.png
Amazon






EPUB/images/shutterstock_2454924077.jpg
R T






EPUB/images/Amnesia_Ibiza_Crowd_8.jpg






EPUB/images/shutterstock_2447099123.jpg





EPUB/images/10-ibiza-town-pk-ibi4.jpg
< geCA

%
<

€de Pere Frances

AV dfsidor Macabich.

genePd

iaRome™

Q

20020

el ueor B

—
<9

¢ de B

Talamanca (1.5km; see Inset):
Botafoc (2 km; see Inset):

Jesds (2.5km)
CdeCarles it

Cde Felipelf

Cde Carles

Vara de Rey
Monument

2! @»y«

a\a
Vo o

2
$@~Cles

Portal Nou

Baluard de
Sant Jordi

23 Sanla Crev

Major dInterpretacio
Madina Yablsa P[a(;a de

fesseg

5 4) /C‘%e&/
g
g
<
|
// °Marm:s
’}otﬂfoc
Barcasde N Yoa e
| ©Talamanca Va i 2N
oManumentsls
m Corsaris

Plagade e

$o Tertulla Cﬁ;ﬁiﬂmm =

\/ LAMAR\N/?B%,% Vi n/,/,, s
Q {0l DV\FPF("
. Jo:

Soler @

R &~ T,
2 ¢adess -~
3’@ @aanemuc/o %Yz

Carrerde Plaga de
8
QRO 83 sy ogﬁz SAPENYA gla Vergs.sa kb3
~—Cdes
’“V T Passadis

Cap

Museud’Art
Contemporani Pafi

Vi
SoCanes:
dEivissa dArmes:

Dalt
Vita®

Centr

&
%
® Pere

.

Oficina de Turisme
La Curia

Catedral de Santa
al /:SIIG deles,

Convent.

SantBemat

200m
0.1 miles.






EPUB/images/icon-watch.gif





EPUB/images/ferry.jpg






EPUB/images/shutterstock_1453554.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2429991771.jpg





EPUB/images/65-1.jpg





EPUB/images/118-1.jpg
MEDITERRANEAN For more see

) ?@@ g Top Experiences & (1]
£ & Experiences @
H 3 Salaﬂe < Eating
Lepart B Drinkin
iy .
/~CVaiadeRey éﬂ Sant Antoni o
et E | Cwoeras
" del Mar CSant Antont =z Avde
MC; = Cenerat Batanzat ' u“\:émwy th'a"y
Strip - S
2D 2]
a2
Pikes

A Gmtionczllg Cala Graci6

® (5154
R





EPUB/images/train.jpg





EPUB/images/category-activities.gif





EPUB/images/icon-activities.gif





EPUB/images/icon-car.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_106295240.jpg






EPUB/images/shutterstock_1336805942.jpg





EPUB/images/icon-wifi.gif





EPUB/images/icon-internet.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1500305273.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_398370778.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2428321483.jpg





EPUB/images/icon-boat.gif





EPUB/images/15-west-ibiza-pk-ibi4.jpg
MEDITERRANEAN

SEA /

&

@)

Cala

\ - i é Saladetazit
Wﬁmbﬂ Lepant Església de
o Carade ey - SantAntoni RoFcLZf Cala
st 23] . Salada
kAt Platja de Sa Galera
Punta de sa Galera 5,
&D RD
8 o3 o
Pikes
= ) {574
R
= [see Sant Antoni
N de Portmany
ks = an
Platja de s'Arenal
e { DL9R o
‘Bosc o Ocm Yo J L C u g
o /1 Bassa
Platges o3
de Comte %E@Z A o
®3 Tmites






EPUB/images/shutterstock_2026640450.jpg





EPUB/images/icon-tram.gif





EPUB/images/11-south-ibiza-wt-pk-ibi4.jpg
oo

Sant Jordi de

Ses Salines?

Aeroport
dEivissa

4]

Sant Francesc

de s'Estany
Ses PM802
Salines

Thkm

e 0.5 miles

[STarTot | Sl






EPUB/images/btn-apple-ptnr.png
Apple






