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The Journey Begins Here
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When I arrived in Madrid 15 years ago, I fell in love with the elegance of Retiro park’s velvet lawns, the drama of Plaza Mayor’s jet-black spires printed against darkening skies and the mystery hidden behind beautifully carved wooden doors. Back then, it was a very different city: the dusty indoor markets were quietly decaying and Malasaña was cool but not gentrified – in one seedy bar, a chair comically collapsed under me! Now, of course, the markets are buzzing destinations and Malasaña is much more sophisticated. Despite these changes, the things that first drew me to Madrid remain the same.
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Felicity Hughes @themakingofmadrid

Felicity is a freelance journalist and author of the history blog The Making of Madrid.

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

Natalia Diaz kusinamadrid.com @nataliadi8z

Natalia is a journalist, food blogger and co-founder of the Chefugee project. She works as an editor for a sustainability agency and travels to remote destinations to explore sustainable agriculture initiatives.

Vesna Maric @vesnamarx

Vesna writes travel guides, literary fiction and non-fiction, and essays.






THE BEST

Art Experiences

Madrid’s galleries offer a visual feast, guaranteed to satisfy. At the apex is the ‘golden triangle of art’ which includes three world-class museums. Smaller and larger venues are scattered about the rest of the city.

[image: jpg]

Centro de Arte Reina Sofia | KRZYSZTOF DYDYNSKI/LONELY PLANET ©

Immerse yourself in the city’s best museums – Museo del Prado (pictured), Centro de Arte Reina Sofía and Museo Thyssen-Bornemisza – with the Paseo del Arte Pass.
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Check out PHotoEspaña, a photography festival held in summer in venues including Círculo de Bellas Artes, Real Jardín Botánico and CentroCentro.

Explore Madrid’s edgiest gallery at Espacio SOLO, where the line between human and AI art blurs.
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Uncover the artistic riches hidden inside the Real Academia de Bellas Artes de San Fernando. (pictured)

Peer inside the avant-guarde study of writer Ramón Gómez de la Serna in the Conde Duque arts centre.

Enjoy art in the park by visiting the Reina Sofía annexes – Palacio de Cristal and Palacio de Velázquez – in Retiro park.








THE BEST

Market Experiences

Whether you’re on the hunt for an antique frame or an innovative meal, Madrid’s bustling markets can’t be beaten – especially now the gastronomic revolution has transformed dusty stalls into restaurants and bars.
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Go bargain-hunting in El Rastro. The city’s oldest and liveliest flea market is held every Sunday.

Escape the crowds and try the Mercado de los Mostenses, a multicultural market behind Gran Vía.

Make a beeline for La Latina and Lavapiés, which has three of the best markets in the city.

Hop across to the Mercado de las Ranas, a smaller street market with a low-key artisanal vibe and live music.

Eat and drink your fill at the Mercado de la Paz, a spacious market with numerous bars and restaurants.

Admire the glass and iron building of the Mercado de San Miguel. It gets busy, so dive inside just before closing if you’re not shopping.






THE BEST

Traditional Food Experiences

Madrid’s emblematic dishes range from hearty stews eaten in winter in taverns along Cava Baja to deep-fried food enjoyed during summer festivals. For breakfast or after clubbing, the heavenly combination of churros and chocolate rules.
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Eat a cocido (chickpea stew) in Posada del León de Oro, served in three ways: a bowl of noodle soup, a plate of meat and chickpeas and a bowl of broth.

Try callos (tripe) and torreznos (pork cracklings) at the legendary Casa Revuelta.

Grab a bocadillo de calamares (squid sandwich) to eat standing up from La Campana by the Plaza Mayor.

Feed your sweet tooth with some churros dipped in a cup of gloopy chocolate at Chocolatería de San Ginés.

Enjoy suckling pig cooked in a wood-fire oven in Restaurante Sobrino de Botín, the world’s oldest restaurant.






THE BEST

Under-the-Radar Experiences

Surprising experiences await down narrow side streets. Even in the most touristy zones, you can watch an artisan quietly working on a tapestry or buy a box of biscuits from a cloistered nun.
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Explore the global cuisine of Lavapiés in restaurants serving Senegalese, Bangladeshi and Japanese dishes.

Watch artisans work on tapestries in the Real Fábrica de Tapices, one of Europe’s few remaining workshops.

Visit the Museo La Neomudéjar, a huge alternative gallery in a disused warehouse that puts on cutting-edge shows.

Enjoy arthouse cinema in Lavapiés: Sala Equís and Cine Doré are gorgeous old movie theatres with great bars in their lobbies.

Soak up the atmosphere of Plaza del Dos de Mayo, a lively nexus in the heart of Malasaña.

Buy some divine biscuits in a secret shop run by the secluded nuns of Convento del Corpus Cristi.






THE BEST

Nightlife Experiences

Madrileños are famous for partying into the wee hours. Follow their lead by starting off in a traditional tavern, before moving onto swankier cocktail joints and rounding off the night in a boisterous disco bar.
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Go tapeando down Cava Baja, the street famous for serving the city’s best tapas, hitting iconic spots like Casa Lucio or Posada del Dragón.

See the city from a giddying height at the glorious rooftop bars around Huertas.

Stay out until the wee hours in Chueca and Malasaña in late-night bars like Toni 2 Piano Bar and Why Not?.

Party like it’s 1980 and discover more about Malasaña’s movida (late-night scene) in Madrid Me Mata, before hitting El Penta, the city’s first disco bar.






THE BEST

Outdoors Experiences

Madrileños not only have a whole host of elegant squares to hang out in, but they also enjoy the use of two huge former royal parks that act as the lungs of the city.
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People-watch in the Plaza Mayor, Madrid’s emblematic square, once the stage for bullfights and trials held by the Inquisition.

Discover the hidden side of Retiro park, including the old palace buildings, a former zoo and a garden filled with peacocks.

Bask in the literary atmosphere of Plaza de Santa Ana, home to the city’s oldest theatre, Hemingway’s favourite haunts and a statue of Lorca.

Take a stroll along the Río Manzanares, a rewilded riverside surrounded by a public park beside the beautiful Campo del Moro gardens.

Peek inside a charming secret garden at the bottom of one of La Latina’s prettiest squares in Jardín del Príncipe Anglona.






THE BEST

Civil War History Experiences

The siege of Madrid lasted an agonising two-and-a-half years, from 1936 to 1939. While the visible scars were quickly covered up, if you look closely, traces of the conflict remain.
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Admire the UNED library built within the remains of Escuelas Pías, a religious school attacked by the radical left at the start of the conflict.

Visit the Templo de Debod, the site of a former barracks and a flashpoint at the beginning of the war when Republicans stormed the building.

Follow in Hemingway’s footsteps around his old drinking haunts in Huertas – though don’t try to match him drink for drink!

Take a moment at the Mauthausen Monument to contemplate the fate of the Republican soldiers shipped off to German prisoner-of-war camps.






THE BEST

Architectural Experiences

Madrid brings together a dazzling array of different styles, from elegant neoclassical to melty modernist. Holding the centre is the grand Plaza Mayor, the lynchpin that ties it all together.
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Explore the Fundación MAPFRE and the Thyssen-Bornemisza (pictured), both stunning mansions converted into galleries.

Marvel at the enormous Plaza de Toros bullring in Ventas, one of the most outstanding examples of neo-Mudéjar brickwork in the city.

Go on a walking tour of Calle Alcalá’s best buildings to discover more about monumental Madrid.
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Grab a bird’s-eye view of it all from the rooftop bar of the Círculo de Bellas Artes. (pictured)

Check out the elegant facades surrounding Madrid’s emblematic central square Puerta del Sol.

Understand how enlightened ruler Carlos III reshaped the Paseo del Prado by commissioning architects to build him a Parisian-inspired landscape.





Best for Kids

Meet Spain’s answer to the tooth fairy, a little mouse called Ratón Pérez who resides in a small museum close to Sol.

Mess about on the water in Retiro park, where you can hire a boat and row around the lake enjoying the scenery.

Eat out at Mercado de San Fernando. The central food court in this Lavapiés market is perfect for children to roam free.

Explore the Manzanares riverside park, finishing up at the Playa de Madrid Río, where kids can cool off in the fountains.

See the inside of a dollhouse brought to life with an ingenious video installation at the Museo del Romanticismo.





Best for Free

Catch the sunset and enjoy the best views of the city after visiting the Egyptian Templo de Debod.

Learn about the origins of Madrid in La Latina’s charming Museo de San Isidro.

Journey through Madrid’s past in the Museo de Historia de Madrid, which tells the city’s story from the 16th century onwards.

Understand the history of the city on a walking tour of its medieval heart, taking you on a journey from the Plaza Mayor up until the start of the Spanish Civil War.

Take a walk along Madrid’s rewilded riverside to the Ermita de San Antonio de la Florida, where you can marvel at Goya’s amazing frescoes.







Three Perfect Days

From high art to pop culture, these itineraries offer an interesting mix of classic destinations and up-and-coming sights that will help you get the most from a trip to Madrid.
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DAY ONE

Only Have One Day?

Morning

Begin your day with a coffee in the Plaza Mayor (pictured), soaking up the historic atmosphere. Then head to the Mercado de San Miguel – Madrid’s only remaining glass and ironwork market is a feast for the eyes.

Afternoon

Spend the afternoon checking out the sumptuous interiors of the Palacio Real before continuing along a pretty pedestrianised walkway to Plaza de España.

Evening

Walk to Parque de la Montaña and catch a stunning sunset by the Templo de Debod. Eat out in the Mercado de los Mostenses, a multicultural market offering caviar from the Caspian Sea, Shanghaise cuisine and more.
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DAY TWO

A Weekend Trip

Morning

Start the day in Sol and have your photo taken by the iconic statue of the bear and strawberry tree. Wander down through Huertas, pausing in Plaza de Santa Ana to enjoy the literary neighbourhood’s lively atmosphere.

Afternoon

Devote the afternoon to checking out works by Goya, Velázquez and El Greco in the Museo del Prado (pictured). Afterwards, you can space out with a stroll around the gorgeous Parque del Buen Retiro.

Evening

Indulge in a wild night out in Chueca. The city’s gay district is filled with exciting bars and clubs that stay open until the wee hours.
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DAY THREE

A Short Break

Morning

Have breakfast in Plaza del Dos de Mayo before going on to learn about the square’s turbulent history in the Museo de Historia de Madrid.

Afternoon

Take the metro to Tirso de Molina and walk past Sala Equís, a cinema that once showed X-rated films but now is strictly indie, to Plaza de Cascorro. On Sundays, this is the heart of El Rastro (pictured) flea market.

Evening

Go tapeando down Cava Baja. The city’s old transport hub is filled with traditional tapas-serving inns that have retained their character surprisingly well. Finish up in the sloping medieval square of Plaza de la Paja.
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If You Have More Time

Take a break from the museums and hit the shops in swanky Salamanca, breaking for lunch in the lovely Mercado de la Paz.

Stroll over to Chueca for even more stylish shops and the laid-back Museo del Romanticismo. After a leisurely coffee in the museum’s courtyard, wander down towards Calle de Alcalá, where you can see some of Madrid’s most stunning architecture. This includes not only the iconic Metropólis building, but also other gems like Antonio Palacios’ stately Círculo de Bellas Artes. Grab a drink on the rooftop of this arts centre for gorgeous views of the city.

Afterwards, you can go out for a meal in historic Huertas, finishing off with some live music; the neighbourhood has some great jazz and flamenco venues. Over at the Teatro Real, spectacular opera productions attract big crowds, so be sure to book well in advance.
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A City Day Trip

Head to a monumental palace in the mountains. Especially cool in summer, El Escorial (pictured) was where King Felipe II liked to retreat and strategise. The enormous palace and monastery are a treasure trove for art and history buffs alike. Attractions include an enormous library with over 400,000 tomes, a spooky mausoleum containing the grand tombs of Spain’s Habsburg rulers, and a breathtaking art collection of 16th- and 17th-century Italian, Spanish and Flemish art. Don’t miss works by El Greco, Titian, Tintoretto, José de Ribera and Hieronymus Bosch. When you’re done indoors, there are some lovely gardens to explore.

[image: jpg]

MARQUES/SHUTTERSTOCK ©



On a Rainy Day

Hop in and out of the museums along the Paseo del Prado, beginning with the Thyssen-Bornemisza, home to a huge collection that spans medieval to modern art. A few bus stops away is Caixa Forum (pictured) for quirky exhibitions, often with something to interest children. Also nearby is the enormous Reina Sofía modern art museum, where you can immerse yourself in the story of Spanish art.

Afterwards, take another bus up Calle de Atocha to the Mercado de Antón Martín and get a bite to eat before finishing your day off in Cine Doré, the glorious old cinema next door.
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Get Prepared


BOOK AHEAD

Two to three months before Make a reservation for chef Dabiz Muñoz’ DiverXO – or you’ll need to queue for a seat at StreetXO.

One month before Get opera tickets for the Teatro Real. Book ahead for Michelin-starred restaurants like El Club Allard.

Two weeks before Book tickets for the Palacio Real. Some dates won’t be available as it closes for official functions.



Manners Matter

On hot days, men shouldn’t remove their tops unless they are in a park. Even construction workers don’t go topless in the city – save it for the beach!

While most Spanish people enjoy a beer or glass of wine, drinking to excess is frowned upon.

If you don’t see a queue, don’t assume people aren’t waiting in turn. Spaniards ask ‘¿Quién es la última?’ to know who is last.

The Spanish Civil War

The Spanish Civil War used to be a taboo subject, but as the generation who experienced it is dying out, this is changing. More and more films and books deal with the topic and young people feel freer to speak about it. It’s still better to wait for the subject to be introduced than to dive in yourself.

Things to Know

Bags It’s considered unlucky to put your bag on the floor, so many Spaniards will pick it up and hand it to you if you do so. It’s also better to keep it close to prevent thefts.

English In central Madrid, many shopkeepers and wait staff will address you in English. However, the older generation doesn’t tend to speak much English.

Beer Madrid’s bartenders pride themselves on pulling cañas (small glasses of draught beer) with a huge head of foam.

Coffee Spaniards drink coffee made from beans roasted in sugar. This bitter torrefacto coffee is served everywhere and is cheap but not to the taste of many. Go to a speciality coffee shop if you don’t enjoy your first cup.


TIPPING

Tips are not necessary but will be appreciated.
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DAILY BUDGET

BUDGET: Less than €125

• Dorm bed: €45

• Generous slice of tortilla omelette: €3

• Club cover charge: €10–20

• 10-trip metro card: €6.10 (€2.50 for rechargeable card)

MIDRANGE: €150–250

• Hotel room: €90–190

• Two-course dinner with wine: €30–80

• Ticket to a flamenco show: €20–50

• Opera ticket: from €18

TOP END: More than €250

• Upmarket apartment or double room in top-end hotel: from €200

• Gourmet multi-course dinner: from €150

• Opera (good seats): €400

• Taxi ride: €10




Currency

euro (€)

Language

Spanish

Time

Central European Time (GMT/UTC +1 in winter, GMT/UTC +2 in daylight-savings period)




TIP

If you’re in a rush, ask for the bill once the food is served. Service can be slow and many restaurants are understaffed. It’s considered extremely rude to get annoyed about this, so be patient.
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When to Go

An alluring city whatever the season, Madrid really comes into its own during the Fiestas de San Isidro in balmy May.


Any local will tell you that Madrid’s climate can’t be trusted until after Easter, when changeable weather gives way to long sunny days. This means that the very best time to come is from May to early June, when parks burst into bloom and citizens spill out into the streets to enjoy an aperitivo (pre-dinner drink) and a chat at a coveted terraza table. After that time, you’ll need to cope with the heat, which drives the Spaniards away to the coast but doesn’t deter the summer tourist crowds.

The Big Events

May: Madrid celebrates its bloody 1808 uprising against the French during the Dos de Mayo festival with a massive party held in Sol on 2 May.

In the run-up to Madrid’s patron saint’s day (15 May), lots of free events around the city celebrate the Fiestas de San Isidro. The main action takes place in Plaza Mayor and the Pradera de San Isidro. To join in the fun, don a red carnation and dance a chotis with the locals.

July: Chueca fills up for one of Europe’s biggest Pride festivals on the first weekend in July, so if you’re planning to go, book well in advance.

October: The streets of Lavapiés are heaving during the annual Tapapiés festival, in which restaurants and bars compete for the prize of best tapas.

Madrid Climate
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Weird & Wonderful

January: The Three Wise Men ride through town in a massive cavalcade on the night before Epiphany (5 January), showering children in sweets and glitter. The Reyes Parade finishes with fireworks by CentroCentro.

February/March: The tongue-in-cheek Burial of the Sardine festival (ending on Ash Wednesday) dates from the 18th century, when King Carlos III ordered the burial of a consignment of rotten fish by the Río Manzanares. The parade starts by Ermita de San Antonio de la Florida.

July: The citizens of Vallecas commemorate the Fiestas del Carmen during the Batalla Naval Vallecas by having a giant water fight in the street.

August: The festival of Virgen de la Paloma is part of Madrid’s low-key August festivities, happening on the 15th of the month. Crowds of the faithful watch a lone sweaty fireman bring down an 80kg painting of the Virgin before taking the icon on a procession through the streets of Lavapiés.
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ACCOMMODATION LOWDOWN

Madrid is cheapest from November to February, though prices do go up in the run-up to Christmas. Those planning a winter visit should be prepared for a frosty reception, as Madrid’s high altitude keeps temperatures as low as in Northern Europe.







Getting There

Most international travellers arrive via Adolfo Suárez Madrid-Barajas Airport to the northeast of the city. It’s generally a half-hour journey into town whatever mode of transport you take.


From the Airport to the City Centre

By Train

Though T4 is the furthest terminal from the city, it’s connected to Atocha station by cercanías (local trains). The airport train runs every half an hour or so; a trip into the city centre takes 36 minutes. You can get out earlier at Chamartín, Nuevos Ministerios or Recoletos (all central stops). Keep your ticket, as it can be reused for further journeys.

By Metro

The metro runs from all terminals to Nuevos Ministerios, where you can transfer to another line. From T4 it takes 20 minutes and from other terminals 15 minutes. It’s usually cheaper to buy a €2.50 metro card and charge it with 10 journeys; this costs €6.10 at the time of writing. You can use this card on the metro and the bus. A €3 airport supplement is charged on top of the usual fare.

By Bus

You can take the bus to Atocha from near the taxi rank. It costs €5 and you can pay by card. This is a good option if you are leaving on an early flight. However, the night bus to the airport leaves from Cibeles.

By Taxi

Taxis are cheap and plentiful, though the minimum charge is higher if you’re being picked up from a transport hub. If you’re staying in central Madrid, a trip to/from the airport costs €30. Always insist that the meter is on – if you suspect a scam, ask for a receipt and make a note of the licence number.

Other Points of Entry

Atocha (pictured) is Madrid’s main transport hub and the majority of high-speed trains arrive here. If you’re coming in on the AVE, use the Combinado Cercanías five-digit code or barcode on your ticket to get a free cercanías ticket.
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Getting Around

Madrid is a compact city and it’s usually easy to get around on foot, but you can always zip between destinations by jumping on the metro. The less extensive cercanías (local train) network can be even faster. Buses and taxis take quite a bit longer depending on the traffic.


Metro

Madrid’s metro is cheap, modern and efficient. Many routes converge in Sol, so changes here can be a little fraught as it’s generally extremely crowded. Line 1 is the oldest and busiest. The service starts at 6am and the last trains leave at 1.30am. These tend to be packed, especially on weekends. The trains are quieter on weekdays but get crowded during lunchtimes (2pm to 4pm).
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Cercanías

Madrid’s local railway covers destinations within the much larger Comunidad de Madrid, an 8028km autonomous region. If you’re visiting El Escorial, Aranjuez palace or Cervantes’ birthplace in Alcalá de Henares, this is a great option. It’s also sometimes convenient for jumping between destinations in the city.

You can use the tourist travel pass on cercanías but not the 10-journey transport pass.

Bus

Madrid has the largest fleet of electric buses of any Spanish city. The 001 line, which runs from Atocha to Moncloa via Gran Vía, is fully electric and completely free. City routes run regularly between about 6.30am and 11.30pm. Twenty-six búho (owl) night-bus routes operate from 11.45pm to 5.30am, with all routes running to and from Plaza de Cibeles.


ESSENTIAL APP
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The Madrid MBC (Metro Bus Cercanías) app provides info on metro, bus and train times.
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Taxi

Taxis are reasonably priced and charges are posted on the inside of the passenger-side windows. The trip from Sol to the Museo del Prado costs about €6. To make sure you’re using an official taxi, look for the diagonal red stripe along the door. Be aware that some taxi drivers can drive at hair-raising speeds, especially at night.

Walking

Central Madrid is mainly flat. However, there are steep slopes from Lavapiés metro to Tirso de Molina and from Palacio Real to the Río Manzanares.

Cycling & Scooters

Electric scooters and bikes are available to hire and the public BiciMAD bikes are particularly good. However, cycle lanes in the centre are few and far between. It is illegal to ride on the pavement and you can get fined for this.

Public Transport Essentials

Electronic Payment

While you can make contactless payments with your phone or cash card for journeys on the buses or cercanías, you’ll need a travel card to use the metro. There are ticket machines in all metro stations and all accept cards and phone payments.

Tarjeta Multi

The Tarjeta Multi is a rechargeable card that can be purchased for a one-off €2.50 at machines in all metro stations, estancos (tobacconists) and other authorised sales points. Top up your account at machines in all metro stations. It’s cheaper to buy 10 rides at a time and you can use this on the bus and metro.

Tourist Card

While the Tarjeta Multi usually works out cheaper, the handy Tarjeta Turística (Tourist Pass) allows for unlimited travel on public transport across the Comunidad de Madrid, including the cercanías. You’ll need to present your passport or national identity card and tickets can be purchased at all metro stations. Passes are available for one/two/three/four/five/seven days for €10/17/22.50/27/32.50/42.


Single-Trip Tickets

You can buy single-trip tickets on the cercanías and the bus, but these work out to be much more expensive. If you do buy a single trip on the cercanías, keep the ticket as you can recharge it for another journey and the trip will be cheaper, or simply pay with your card or phone at the ticket gates. The cheapest way to get around if you’re travelling within the city is to use the 10-journey metro/bus card and buy single tickets on the cercanías.


TRAVEL COSTS

10-trip ticket
€6.10 (€2.50 for rechargeable card)

Under 30 minutes’ BiciMAD bike trip
50 cents

E-scooter rental
€1 plus 20 to 25 cents per minute




PHONE CHARGING

Train stations and buses often have power points where you can charge your phone for free.




TICKETS

The following prices are for single tickets only. Multi-use tickets are cheaper.


	Ticket type
	Cost


	Metro/bus Zone A
	€1.50–2 depending on number of stops


	Airport supplement for metro
	€3


	Cercanías journey Zone A
	€1.70


	Cercanías journey Zone C
	€5.50






TICKET ZONES
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Zone A is central Madrid, where the main sites are located. It includes the airport.
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Zone B is suburban Madrid. It’s unlikely you’ll be visiting these areas.
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Zone C is for satellite towns within the Comunidad de Madrid.





A Few Surprises

Here are a few tips to help you decipher the historical layers that underpin Madrid’s urban landscape.


Centennial Shops

Madrid’s oldest establishments can be easily identified. Look out for a small brass plaque on the floor outside and you can be sure that the shop will have been in business for 100 years or more. You’ll find them all over the city, although the grouping is denser in the historic area around Plaza Mayor. The design features art by Madrid’s famous cartoonist Antonio Mingote. If you go to Retiro metro station, check out his fabulous ceramic mural that celebrates life in Madrid’s most popular park.

Madroño Trees & Liqueur

Madrid’s heraldry features a bear and a madroño. This small tree is known in English as a strawberry tree – however, its small spiky fruit is quite different from a traditional strawberry. You’ll find madroños planted along the Paseo de Fernán Núñez in Retiro park and on Calle Mayor. Ripening in winter, these red bauble-like berries appear around the Christmas season and can be picked and eaten on the spot. However, they are grainy and not very sweet – better to try the fruit in liqueur form in bars around the city, where it’s often served in a chocolate-covered wafer cup.

Red Facades

Some of Madrid’s most historic bars are painted a bright fire-engine red. The practice goes back to the days when over 50% of the population was illiterate. Painting a bar red was a clear way to indicate that wine was served inside. These old bars tend to be well preserved and extremely beautiful, with marble table tops, iron pillars and plenty of age-spotted painted glass decorating their interiors. Two of the most famous are Casa Alberto and El Anciano Rey de los Vinos, across from Catedral de Nuestra Señora de la Almudena. However, they can be quite touristy, which is why we prefer Casa Paco and Casa de las Torrijas (near Plaza Mayor), which are still central but tucked down side streets.

Street Signs

Popular souvenirs of Madrid are reproductions of the beautiful tiled street signs, which often feature a hand-painted image that brings the street names to life. In La Latina, for instance, Calle de la Morería is a reference to the medieval era, when the neighbourhood was Madrid’s Muslim district, while around Plaza Mayor, Calle de Botoneras refers to the time when the street housed the button makers’ guild – the only female-run guild in the city. Even though they bring the city’s rich history to life, these signs are not particularly old and were created in the 1990s. White 18th-century tiles with blue numbers painted on them indicating the manzanas (blocks) can also be seen on older buildings.
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Commercial Ceramic Art from the 1920s

While you’ll see many bars with tiled fronts in Madrid, only a few are original examples of a craze for commercial ceramic art that swept the city at the beginning of the 20th century. Sadly, much of the original work was destroyed because of strict laws about taxing external advertisements enacted during Franco’s dictatorship. The master craftsperson who started this trend was Enrique Guijo – you can see some of his surviving work at Farmacía Juanse in Malasaña as well as on the platform of the ghost station Estación de Chamberí. If you want to tell a fake from the real thing, take a close look, as many modern reproductions are printed rather than hand-painted.

Ghosts of Madrid’s Commercial Life

A growing consciousness of the need to preserve Madrid’s commercial facades means that some shops have defunct signage protected by law. It’s fun to look out for examples of these as you wander the streets. For instance, in Barrio de las Letras there’s a sign for Ismael Guarner, maker of billiard tables, above The Secret Kingdoms bookshop, while in Malasaña, an old vaquería (shop selling fresh milk) is now home to Flamingos Vintage Kilo, a store selling secondhand clothes by weight.


OFFBEAT MADRID

• Get your pet blessed at Iglesia de San Antón. The church dedicated to the patron saint of animals welcomes furry friends on 17 January each year.

• Immerse yourself in digital art at Espacio SOLO, a cutting-edge gallery in swanky Salamanca.

• Follow in Hemingway’s footsteps and go drinking in historic bars around Huertas, Madrid’s literary district.

• Sip a cocktail in Sala Equís, a cinema with a beautifully crumbling bar area that used to show X-rated films.

• Marvel at Caixa Forum’s vertical garden and brick gallery that seems to hover off the street.







Explore Madrid


Plaza Mayor & Royal Madrid

La Latina & Lavapiés

Sol, Santa Ana & Huertas

El Retiro & the Art Museums

Salamanca

Malasaña & Chueca

Worth a Trip

El Escorial

Madrid’s Walking Tours

Explore the Historic Heart of Madrid

Explore the Heart of Lavapiés

Calle de Alcalá’s Best Buildings

Carlos III’s Grand Plan

Hitting the Shops in Upmarket Salamanca

Heritage Walk

[image: jpg]

Huertas | ALEX SEGREY/500PX ©





Explore

Plaza Mayor & Royal Madrid


New arrivals to Madrid naturally gravitate towards the Plaza Mayor, a grand square that once sat at the centre of city life. Formerly the stage for bullfights, executions and trials of faith, the 17th-century arena bears the austere stamp of the Habsburg monarchy. While Plaza Mayor is surrounded by winding streets that can be hard to navigate, two straight roads, cut through this neighbourhood. Both lead to the Palacio Real where the influence of the succeeding Bourbon dynasty is keenly felt. This vast, baroque Christmas cake of a building is a must-see for those with an appetite for unrestrained splendour.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: ] Metro

A short walk from Plaza Mayor, Sol metro station is one of the most useful in Madrid: lines 1, 2 and 3 all pass through this transport hub. Ópera metro (lines 2 and 5) is also useful: line 2 takes you to Banco de España (with a short walk to the galleries), Parque del Buen Retiro or Salamanca.

[image: ] Train

Sol doubles as a cercanías (local train) station. However, be aware that train lines can only be accessed from the main entrance.


THE BEST

GOURMET MARKET Mercado de San Miguel

UNDER-THE-RADAR ATTRACTION Convento de las Descalzas Reales

SOUVENIR SHOP Antigua Casa Talavera

HISTORIC BUILDING Iglesia de San Nicolás de los Servitas

QUIET SQUARE Plaza del Conde de Barajas
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1Top Experiences

   Plaza MayorE7

   Palacio RealB6

   Galería de las Colecciones RealesA7

   Teatro RealC5




1Experiences

1Convento de las Descalzas RealesE5

2Convento de la EncarnaciónC4

3Convento del Corpus CristiC7

4Mercado de San MiguelD7

5Ermita de San Antonio de la FloridaA4

6Templo de DebodA1

7Casa HernanzD8

8Almacén de PontejosF6

9Catedral de Nuestra Señora de la AlmudenaA7

10Parque del Emir Mohamed IA7

11Iglesia de San Nicolás de los ServitasC7

12Monumento a las Víctimas de MauthausenC7

13Casa de CampoA4

14Chocolatería de San GinésE6

15Chocolatería Tacita de PlataE7

16Churrería-Chocolatería Las FarolasE6

17Plaza del Conde de BarajasD8

18Plaza de RamalesC6

19Plazuela de SantiagoC6

20Plaza de la Cruz VerdeC8

21Café del MonaguilloC8

22Puente de SegoviaA8

23Café del RíoA4

24Campo del MoroA5

25Fiestas de San IsidroE7




5Eating

26Refra RestaurantC6

27El Chulo de MadridD4

28La Tasca de VenturaB1

29La Charca TabernaB2

30TatúnD7

31La Casa del BacalaoD7

32Casa RevueltaD8

33El miniBARD6

34Restaurante Sobrino de BotínD8

35La CampanaE7

36La IdealE7

   El Calamar(see 17)

37Rollo OchoC8

38El Club AllardB2

39Café de OrienteC5

   Federal Café(see 17)




6Drinking

40Taberna Bodegas RiclaD8

41Plaza MenorD8

42Wanderlust BarD6

43Cafe MadridD6

44Pinkleton & WineD7




7Shopping

45Casa YustasE7

46Torrons VicensD6

47Antigua Casa TalaveraD4

48D PertiñezF7

49La FavoritaD7









TOP EXPERIENCE

Plaza Mayor

Plaza Mayor sits at the heart of what locals call ‘Madrid de los Austrias’, a reference to Habsburg rule, and until 1700 this was the beating commercial and cultural heart of the city. It’s still Madrid’s central arena, especially during the Fiestas de San Isidro.

map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Madrid’s tourist office is on the ground floor of the Casa de la Panadería. Pop in to get practical advice and a free map of the city.



History

When Felipe IV settled the court here permanently in 1561, the new capital desperately needed a grand public space. But it wasn’t until Felipe III came to power that the buildings surrounding the square went up under head architect Juan Gómez de Mora. Five floors up, with 377 balconies, the handsome arena was completed in 1619. Its spiked Flemish roofs and plain ochre walls were very much in keeping with the rather dour aesthetic of the Habsburg dynasty. Three major fires have ravaged the buildings; the last in 1790 spared the Casa de la Panadería but destroyed much of the space. Juan de Villanueva’s reconstruction remained faithful to the original design, only reducing the number of floors from five to three.

Room with a View

The Casa de la Panadería (pictured) sits at the north of the square. Because it gave the best views, its 1st-floor balcony was reserved for the exclusive use of the royal family. The square was a venue for events including religious festivals, plays, trials of faith run by the Inquisition, executions and bullfights. If you owned a flat with a good view, the nobility reserved the right to take over your balcony.


Bloody History

Autos-da-fé, or trials of faith, drew in quite a crowd. Here, heretics accused of practising Islam or Judaism in secret wore clothes embroidered with flames signifying they were destined to be burned alive outside the city gates. Most repented and got off with a fine or a prison sentence. Public executions were also a big draw. Protocol demanded that upper-class criminals had their throats slit, while workers died by the garrote.

Present-Day Festivities

Plaza Mayor is still a major venue for festivities, and none is as important as the Fiestas de San Isidro held in mid-May. Its history goes back to the inauguration of the square on 15 May 1620 with a ceremony celebrating the beatification of Madrid’s patron saint.


QUICK BREAK

It’s fun to people-watch on outdoor seating at one of the square’s many terrazas – you will pay more for the location but it’s well worth it.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Palacio Real

A testament to the enormous wealth of Spain’s royal family, the Palacio Real is one of the largest palaces in Europe. While only a fraction of its 3418 rooms are open to the public, that’s more than enough to satisfy those with a taste for opulent excess.


map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

The palace is still used for state functions, so check it’s open before a visit. Pick up an audio guide as there’s little information on display.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours and tickets.



Rising from the Flames

On Christmas Eve 1734, a fire broke out in the royal alcázar. Raging for days, the blaze destroyed the Muslim-era fortress turned palace. For Spain’s new Bourbon ruler, this was a chance to sear his mark on Madrid’s skyline. Felipe V commissioned a building modelled after Versailles from Italian architect Juan Bautista Sachetti. This new palace would rival others in Europe on both scale and opulence.

Felipe V didn’t live to see the completion of the project in 1764. Neither did his heir, Fernando VI, who died leaving the throne to his half-brother Carlos III. The former ruler of Naples chose another Italian architect, Francesco Sabatini, to put the finishing touches to this impressive baroque confection.

The Lavish Tastes of a Prudent King

The influence of Carlos III is felt throughout. Incredibly, he decided that no one space should resemble another. Like his father, he wanted to mimic the palace at Versailles and this is especially evident in the Gasparini Room, with its swirling embroidered silk walls and mosaic marble floors. Carlos III’s astute reign is best understood in the antechamber of his lavish Throne Room, decorated with tapestries depicting happy peasants – art that gave those waiting to petition the king the impression the ruler nursed a great affection for his subjects.

Present Arms

The Armería Real (Armoury) sits at the far side of the courtyard as you leave the palace. Carlos I of Spain casts a huge shadow over the impressive collection. This king saw a fair amount of action and had the kit to prove it, even down to an armoured suit custom-made for his hunting dog. The display can be overwhelming, but it’s worth looking out for a sword dating from the time of El Cid, a Nazari dagger thought to have been captured after the siege of Granada in 1492, the spiked gauntlets of Fernando de Aragón and a 16th-century samurai suit.


QUICK BREAK

The palace doesn’t have a coffee shop, so we recommend you try the outdoor seating at Café de Oriente, which has lovely views of the building.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Galería de las Colecciones Reales

Opened in 2023, this museum brings together a vast collection of treasures. A visit gives an excellent overview of the history of Spain’s monarchy via the trappings of extreme wealth, including paintings by Velázquez, Caravaggio and Goya, Flemish tapestries, armour, fabulous furniture and ornate carriages.


map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

If you’re going to visit the palace, it’s worth buying a combined ticket for both attractions. At €24, it’s significantly cheaper than paying separately.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for tickets and opening hours.



The Habsburgs

Floor -1 is dedicated to the Habsburgs, kicking off with magnificent tapestries. The collection of armour is incredible, particularly the suit donned by Carlos I in the battle of Mühlberg, which was specially made with his gout and arthritis in mind.

Turning the corner, look out for Velázquez’ marvellous White Horse painting. Nearby is El Greco’s hallucinatory Adoration of the Name of Jesus and Caravaggio’s darkly brooding Salome with the Head of John the Baptist.

Medieval Wall

In a separate room is a section of the city’s original 9th-century wall, built by Mohamed I of Córdoba. These remains were found during the construction of the museum and this distant era is brought to life through an informative video that gives an overview of how this outpost at the edge of the Muslim world was transformed into a royal palace at the centre of a Christian empire.

The Bourbons

Floor -2 is dedicated to the Bourbons. The change in ambience from the dour Habsburgs is immediately noticeable, with massive portraits of Felipe V and his wife Isabella Farnese by Van Loo dominating the entrance. This sets the tone of things to come, with the Bourbon taste for unbridled splendour evident throughout.

Particularly prominent is the neoclassical influence introduced by Carlos III, who was king of Naples before taking the crown on home turf. While his enlightened rule stands out for its attempts to introduce industry – such as porcelain manufacturing – to Spain, his successor Carlos IV was a rather befuddled figure who lacked vision. Goya’s brilliant picture of this king and his famously debauched wife is one of the highlights here, along with the equestrian portrait of a spectacularly arrogant Alfonso XIII by Ramón Casas y Carbo. This king was the last to rule Spain before the Second Republic dispensed with the monarchy and this marvellous collection of riches fell into public hands.


QUICK BREAK

There’s a coffee shop near the lobby, but you have to visit it before entering. If you’re peckish after a visit, exit by the cathedral rather than downstairs.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Teatro Real

The scene for many a magical night, the Teatro Real looks out towards the Palacio Real across the manicured hedges of the Plaza de Oriente. The royal opera house was inaugurated in 1850 and a modern refit created ingenious interiors that are well worth exploring.


map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

If you don’t manage to snag opera tickets, at El Café de la Ópera’s Una Cena Cantada on a Saturday night you can eat and listen to opera singers.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code to see what’s on and to buy tickets.



Royal Connection

Commissioned by King Fernando VII, the royal opera house was inaugurated by his daughter, Queen Isabel II on 19 November 1850; if you approach the building from Plaza de Isabel II, you can greet her before nipping inside. The rather plain neoclassical facade hides magical worlds within, which unfold before spectators after sundown.

Anticipation builds as the audience takes their seats inside the enormous auditorium that rises a dizzying 76m high. While the orchestra is tuning up, sneak a peek at the royal box, which is directly opposite the stage.

Reinvention

Due to flooding in the basement, the Teatro Real was closed in 1925, and when it reopened in 1966 it was no longer used for its actual purpose. However, in 1997, after seven years of renovation work, it was transformed into a state-of-the-art opera house. A radical renovation means that backstage the building rises 14 floors up and eight floors down. The stage itself, which offers performers more floor space than the audience, has 18 articulated platforms and numerous pulleys that allow backdrops to rise and fall.


Take a Tour

If you’re interested in the building itself, it’s worth booking a €7 audio tour on the Palacio Real website. For a deeper dive into the workings of this well-oiled machine, sign up for a guided daytime backstage tour (€20) that offers a glimpse of how sets are constructed and moved into place. This tour is only in Spanish, but the building is interesting enough to hold anyone’s attention.

Booking

Greats like Plácido Domingo often tread the boards, so tickets go quickly. Note that seats on the 6th floor rise sharply and are not suitable for those with vertigo. Seats with limited visibility tend to be the cheapest and if you book these, you’ll be able to view the performance on a screen.


TAKE A BREAK

On warm summer nights, the balcony of the Teatro Real bar opens up, giving audiences views out towards some of the best scenery Madrid has to offer.





WALKING TOUR

Explore the Historic Heart of Madrid

This walking tour leads you through the medieval heart of the city. While the Calle Mayor section is a busy road, the rest is pleasantly pedestrianised and if you time this one hour before sunset, you’ll arrive in time to snag a spot for the best views of Madrid.


START

Mercado de San Miguel

END

Templo de Debod

LENGTH

2.8km; 40 minutes
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1 Bustling Market

The bustling Mercado de San Miguel is a feast for the eyes as well as the belly, so take a peep at the action inside before continuing. Top tip: public bathrooms are scarce in Madrid, so if you need the loo, take advantage of the market’s facilities.

2 Medieval Heart of Madrid

Plaza de la Villa was Madrid’s main square in medieval times and has some of the oldest architecture in the city. Look out for the horseshoe carriage entrance of the 15th-century Mudéjar-style Casa de los Lujanes.

3 Take a Break

Further down on the other side of the road, stop for a drink and tapas at Casa Ciriaco. In 1906, an anarchist attacked the wedding carriage of Alfonso XIII and Victoria Eugene from a flat above this historic bar. The royal couple were unharmed but 25 spectators were killed.

4 Curious Statue

Carry on down the street to a bronze statue of a man leaning on some railings. El Vecino Curioso is supposed to draw attention to the ruins of Santa María de la Almudena, a church thought to have been built on the citadel’s medieval mosque, but as his polished behind attests, people are more interested in giving his butt a rub for luck!

5 Palatial Surroundings

Take a right to walk past the Catedral de Nuestra Señora de la Almudena and the royal palace, looking out for the statue of Felipe IV in Plaza de Oriente.

6 Totalitarian Legacy

Keeping the Palacio Real to your left, continue down the pedestrianised Calle de Bailén to Plaza de España. Despite the intimidatingly massive Franco-era architecture that looms over the square, the space has softened after a recent remodelling added trees, flowerbeds and benches.

7 Egyptian Temple

Templo de Debod is a temple that was brought over stone by stone from Egypt. Right beside it is a viewpoint where you can take in the impressive views of the palace and the Casa de Campo park.



EXPERIENCES

Discover Spiritual Madrid Historic convents

In the area around the palace, there are five working convents. Top of the list is Convento de las Descalzas Reales map Google map. Its main staircase is covered in astounding 17th-century frescoes. While members of the order have taken a vow of poverty, they are sitting on a trove of art treasures, available for viewing during daily tours booked via the Patrimonio Nacional website. English tours are not available, but it’s visually stunning enough to hold any art lover’s interest.

Another monastery with a royal connection is Convento de la Encarnación map Google map. Again, tours can be booked online via the Patrimonio Nacional website. Highlights include a bling-tastic roomful of reliquaries. You can also buy biscuits from the nuns of another order at Convento del Corpus Cristi map Google map. Ring the bell with the word monjas (nuns) beside it and you’ll be buzzed in to make your purchase. Transactions are conducted behind a screen, so you’ll only talk to the nuns, not see them.

Hop Around the Mercado de San Miguel Market

map Google map

Inaugurated in 1916, Mercado de San Miguel is the only surviving example of the glass-and-cast-iron markets that became popular in Madrid at the end of the 19th century. The covered markets replaced outdoor affairs; as these giant greenhouses could get quite hot, the rest were demolished. Mercado de San Miguel’s beautiful original structure survived and remained open with trade thriving up until the 1990s, when indoor municipal markets began to lose out to supermarkets.

In 2009, Mercado de San Miguel’s stalls were converted into little eateries. The plan was an immediate success and the market filled up with customers keen to get a gastronomic experience. Other markets followed suit and the once-dusty spaces came back to life. While these aren’t as aesthetically pleasing as San Miguel, they’re a better bet if you don’t like crowds. Tackle San Miguel when your energy levels are up, embracing the raucous vibe Spain is so well known for.

Marvel at Goya’s Frescoes Art

map Google map

Tucked away by the riverside is the Ermita de San Antonio de la Florida. One of Madrid’s most surprising secrets, this chapel is not only home to some breathtaking 18th-century work by Francisco de Goya but also holds the bones of the artist.

One of the few places to see Goya’s work in its original setting, the domed ceiling of the chapel was painted by the master in 1798 at the request of Carlos IV. The frescoes depict the miracle of St Anthony, who is calling on a young man to rise from the grave and absolve his father, unjustly accused of his murder.

The church is so popular that a replica has been built beside it, so that visitors gawping at the impressive ceiling don’t inadvertently bump into the faithful at prayer. The painter is buried in front of the altar. His remains were transferred in 1919 from Bordeaux, France, where he died in self-imposed exile in 1828.

Watch the Sunset from the Templo de Debod Egyptian temple

map Google map

Perched high above the city in a leafy setting, this ancient temple is an arresting sight. A gift to thank Spain for its help preserving the Abu Simbel temples in Egypt, the 2nd-century-BCE temple is dedicated to the god Amun and the goddess Isis. The entire structure was taken from the Nile and reconstructed stone by stone before being opened to the public in 1972. The interior is rather cramped, but entry is free and a visit will take only 30 minutes.

If you time it right, you’ll be able to catch the last rays of the sun turning the palace and cathedral a pretty pink from the nearby viewpoint. The temple stands in the park of Cuartel de la Montaña, an old barracks destroyed in the Spanish Civil War. No mention is made of this traumatic time besides the Franco-era Monumento a los Caídos (Monument to the Fallen) on the main staircase to the park.


Eternal Sunshine

A broken barometer fixed to one of the towers in the Plaza Mayor permanently points to buen tiempo. Of course, while it’s not always sunny in Madrid, in summer daytime highs often nudge 40°C. This can be particularly difficult when queuing for tickets to the Palacio Real as the exposed area offers little shade. If you’re dead set on doing this, bring water and a parasol. Even better, buy a combination ticket online for the Galería de las Colecciones Reales so you can visit the palace in the morning and retire to the air-conditioned museum in the afternoon.



Uncover the Guild Culture Around Plaza Mayor Historic streets

Wander the historic side streets around Plaza Mayor and you’ll find traces of the guild culture that ruled 17th-century Madrid. On the square’s southwestern corner is the Arco de Cuchilleros, leading down to Calle de Cuchilleros (Knife Makers’ St). Shops here once sold the sharp blades needed to cut joints of meat. This street leads to Calle de Toledo, where Casa Hernanz map Google map, founded in 1845, carries on the tradition of selling alpargatas (espadrilles) made from esparto grass.

On the southeastern corner is Calle de Botoneras (Button Makers’ St), which was home to one of the few guilds run by women. The charming illustrated street sign reflects its heritage. Nearby, the area of Pontejos between Sol and Plaza Mayor is still home to the haberdashers and fabric shops that once served the court. Almacén de Pontejos map Google map is the best of the bunch. Founded in 1913, it’s an Aladdin’s cave of buttons, merino wool, ribbons and more.

Find the Foundations of Madrid  Gardens

Though the city’s Moorish heritage isn’t always celebrated, vestiges of Al-Andalus remain deeply embedded in the language and architecture. Take, for instance, the name of the Catedral de Nuestra Señora de la Almudena map Google map, which means ‘fortress’ in Arabic. The cathedral stands on the site of the old fortress over Parque del Emir Mohamed I map Google map, which is home to Madrid’s original 9th-century walls. Only accessible on weekends, the park sits behind iron bars down a side street that visitors often miss. This is a pity, as the gardens are extremely pleasant. The park is dedicated to the Muslim ruler who ordered the construction of a fortress where the cathedral and royal palace now stand. Mayrit was part of a line of watchtowers built to protect the city of Toledo from Christian invaders to the north. To get an idea of how the citadel looked, check out a model of its layout located by the cathedral’s crypt above the park.

Check out Madrid’s Oldest Church Church

map Google map

In medieval times, Christians often mocked the vanquished by converting the mosques of conquered settlements into churches. No wonder, then, that many have mistaken Iglesia de San Nicolás de los Servitas’ 12th-century bell tower with its horseshoe arches and square design for a minaret. However, the consensus is that it’s more likely Madrid’s oldest church was constructed soon after Alfonso VI took Madrid from its Muslim rulers. While the king kicked out the ruling classes, the working classes were allowed to remain. The Mudéjar builders who made the tower were especially valued for their artistry.

Much of the rest of the church dates in part from the 15th century. The vaulting is late Gothic and the fine coffered ceiling dates from about the same period. Opening hours can be unreliable; however, the interior is rather plain and finer examples of coffered Mudéjar ceilings can be found in the Museo Arqueológico Nacional in Salamanca.

Take a Moment Beside the Monumento a las Víctimas de Mauthausen Monument

map Google map

The pact of silence following the transition to democracy meant that the topic of the Spanish Civil War was very much out of bounds for a long time. However, all that has changed recently. Just off Plaza de la Villa, the Monumento a las Víctimas de Mauthausen honours a group of 449 madrileño Republicans who were shipped off to Nazi labour camps during WWII. Facing horrific conditions, only two out of three Spaniards survived imprisonment. The prominence of José Miguel Utande’s giant steel sculpture, installed in Plaza del Rollo in 2023, signals that Madrid is now ready to openly mourn those who lost their lives fighting for the losing side.

Indulge in Some Delicious Churros Gastronomy

The chocolate and churros served at Chocolatería de San Ginés map Google map are still the best in the area, hence the huge queues outside. A greasy treat, these deep-fried sticks of dough dipped in a thick cup of hot chocolate make the perfect start or end to a day. As popular with Madrid’s elderly as with young clubbers looking to fuel up before they crash out, San Ginés is open 24 hours on weekends.

It was first opened in 1884, and the photos inside tell of this rich history. While the shop has exported its brand around the world, the quality of the product remains high. If you don’t want to queue and fancy a sit-down, nearby Chocolatería Tacita de Plata map Google map and Churrería-Chocolatería Las Farolas map Google map come a solid second.


THE LUNGS OF MADRID

Casa de Campo is a vast park that lies across the river from the Palacio Real. Now a public space, it was originally the exclusive domain of the monarchy and used as hunting grounds by the royals. The short-lived Republican government of the 1930s opened the park to the public. During the siege of Madrid, Franco’s troops camped out here, bombarding the city with shells. From one of the highest points, you can see the Sierra de Guadarrama, a natural barrier that also held back Franco’s attempt to take the city.

map Google map




Take a Breather Quiet squares

Though undeniably touristy, this area of central Madrid has some fantastic quiet squares, including Plaza del Conde de Barajas map Google map, which hosts a great art market on Sundays, and Plaza de Ramales map Google map, where Velázquez’ bones lie scattered. One of our favourites is Plazuela de Santiago map Google map. Here, you can see pilgrims popping into the church of Santiago y San Juan Bautista to get their official carnet (credentials) before setting off on the Camino de Santiago.

Another excellent square hidden away from the crowds is Plaza de la Cruz Verde map Google map. Formerly associated with the Spanish Inquisition, it’s home to Café del Monaguillo map Google map, a laid-back oasis that also sells secondhand books. Just across the road from this square over in La Latina is the hidden Jardín del Príncipe Anglona, a historic garden with stone benches.


VALLE-INCLÁN

On the wall outside Casa Ciriaco on Calle Mayor is a plaque dedicated to Ramón María del Valle-Inclán, the author of Luces de bohemia (Bohemian Lights). Conceived in this bar, the play follows the nighttime wanderings of blind syphilitic poet Max Estrella. A commentary on society after the failed First Republic, the subversive play bemoaned the state of the arts at the time. Valle-Inclán was infamous for his persecution of the more conservative 1904 Nobel Prize–winning playwright José Echegaray, attending his plays to heckle critiques of the dialogue at the actors! His animosity began after the Spanish establishment pressured the Swedish Academy to nominate Echegaray.



Cycle along the Rewilded River Cycling

In summers past, the Río Manzanares couldn’t even provide a sparrow with a decent footbath. Despite this, the river was given the grand Puente de Segovia map Google map stone bridge. Because of the lack of water, in the 17th century it became the butt of many jokes, with the playwright Lope de Vega quipping that it might be better to ‘sell off the bridge to buy some water’.

Now, both birds and humans flock to Madrid’s river. Not only has it been canalised, increasing the flow of water, but it has also been re-greened. Between 2003 and 2011, the polluting M30 ring road was rerouted underground and the area was landscaped into a park.

To travel the length and breadth of it, rent bicycles from any BiciMAD stand. Set out by Café del Río map Google map; next to it, selfie enthusiasts can have a picture taken beside giant blue letters that spell out the city’s name, with Madrid rising up behind them.

Visit the Peacocks in Campo del Moro Gardens

map Google map

The name of these lovely gardens means ‘Moor’s field’ and comes from medieval times when an Almoravid army tried to retake the city in 1110. At a disadvantage, fighting uphill to where the palace now stands, they were unsuccessful. During the 18th century the gardens were designed to mimic those surrounding the palace at Versailles and nowhere is this more evident than along the east–west Pradera, a lush lawn with the Palacio Real as its backdrop. The gardens’ centrepiece, halfway along the Pradera, is the elegant Fuente de las Conchas (Fountain of the Shells); it was designed by Ventura Rodríguez, the Goya of Madrid’s 18th-century architecture scene. The only public entrance from the street is from Paseo de la Virgen del Puerto, which is a bit of a long walk down from the Palacio Real. You can also access them after a visit to the Galería de las Colecciones Reales.

Attend the Fiestas de San Isidro Festival

map Google map

Madrid’s patron saint day is celebrated in fine style, with the festival kicking off days before the actual event on 15 May. The biggest public party of the year, it features concerts held all over the city, particularly in Plaza Mayor, where locals sporting red carnations dance the traditional chotis. To dress the part, men wear chequered waistcoats and caps, while women wear bright polka-dot dresses. The atmosphere is informal and welcoming so even if you don’t have the right gear, feel free to join in.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Budget €€ Midrange €€€ Top End
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Eating

Menú del Día

Refra Restaurant €

map Google map

A local favourite offering an extremely reasonable set lunch at prices usually seen outside the city centre. 7.30am-midnight

El Chulo de Madrid €

map Google map

This place does great croquettes and cheesecakes, plus a good deal on a lunchtime set menu. 9am-2am

La Tasca de Ventura €€

map Google map

Generous set menu with plenty of choices for starter and main. If you only fancy one dish, it’s €2 less. noon-1am

La Charca Taberna €€

map Google map

Enjoy top-notch Asturian cuisine at affordable prices by going for a set lunch. 8am-midnight Mon-Sat, 1-5pm Sun

Stalls in Mercado de San Miguel

Tatún €

map Google map

Great place for high-quality bluefin tuna, with tuna tartar, skewers, tataki and poke on the menu. 10am-midnight

La Casa del Bacalao €

map Google map

Best value at Mercado de San Miguel, offering seafood tapas featuring cod, anchovies and octopus. 10am-midnight

Traditional Spanish Food

Casa Revuelta €

map Google map

Famed for its cod, but also great for torreznos (pork cracklings) and callos (tripe). 10.30am-4pm Tue-Sun & 7-11pm Tue-Sat

El miniBAR €

map Google map

Intimate venue noted for its succulent duck confit and crispy boar rolls with portobello sauce. 10am-1am Mon-Fri, noon-2am Sat & Sun

Restaurante Sobrino de Botín €€€

map Google map

Madrid’s oldest restaurant, known for its cochinillo asado (roast suckling pig). 1-4pm & 8-11.30pm Mon-Sun

Bocadillos de Calamares

La Campana €

map Google map

Perhaps the most famous place for calamari sandwiches in Madrid, this joint always has a fast-moving queue. 10am-11pm

La Ideal €

map Google map

Next to La Campana and equally packed with madrileños ordering takeout to consume in the Plaza Mayor. 9.30am-11pm

El Calamar €

map Google map

If you’d like to eat your squid sandwich out on a terraza, this is the place for you. noon-11.15pm

Fancy Restaurants

Rollo Ocho €€

map Google map

Eat Spanish seasonal fare outdoors on a cobbled terraza with gorgeous views of Madrid’s viaduct. 6pm-2am Mon-Thu, from 12.30pm Fri-Sun

El Club Allard €€€

map Google map

This Michelin-starred restaurant continues to wow with its inventive 10-course tasting menu. 1-2.30pm & 7.30-9pm Wed-Sat

Cafes

Café de Oriente €€€

map Google map

An institution with views of the palace, this place is renowned for its hot chocolate and torrija (sweet French toast). 11am-midnight

Federal Café €€

map Google map

From eggs Benedict to shakshuka, the breakfasts are great in this casual coffee shop. 9am-10pm Mon-Sat, to 8pm Sun

[image: img]
Drinking

Stay Up Late

Taberna Bodegas Ricla

map Google map

Historic bar serving local wines, cava (sparkling wine) and vermouth with traditional tapas. 1.30-8pm Wed & Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat, to 6pm Sun & Mon

Plaza Menor

map Google map

Come for the carrot cake and stay for the mojitos in this cosy bar located in a subterranean cavern. 6pm-midnight Tue-Sun

Wanderlust Bar

map Google map

A young crowd mingles in this lively bar that offers hookahs alongside reasonably priced and generously poured cocktails. 8pm-3am

Cafe Madrid

map Google map

Bartenders serve cocktails with a dash of theatricality in this upscale gem with views of the area around Teatro Real. 6pm-2am Mon-Sat

Pinkleton & Wine

map Google map

Bar cum wine shop at Mercado de San Miguel with a good by-the-glass selection including cava and champagne. 10am-midnight

[image: img]
Shopping

Souvenirs

Casa Yustas

map Google map

From traditional flat caps to stylish Panama hats, the wooden shelves of this historic emporium stock all manner of sombrero. 10am-8pm Mon-Sat, from 11am Sun

Torrons Vicens

map Google map

Specialises in traditional and modern turrón (nougat) bars. Snag a free sample of the sweet treat at the door! 9.30am-10pm

Antigua Casa Talavera

map Google map

Stocks artisanal tiles and plates from Talavera de la Reina and other centres famed for their ceramics. Worth visiting to see the tiled facade alone. 10am-2pm & 5-8pm Mon-Fri

D Pertiñez

map Google map

This place sells flamenco garb; buy yourself a flamboyant peineta (comb) or traditional mantón de Manila shawl. 10am-2pm & 5-8.30pm Mon-Sat

La Favorita

map Google map

Right in the Plaza Mayor, this hat shop is where Che Guevara bought his signature beret. It sells everything from flat caps to stylish trilbies. 9.30am-1.30pm & 3-8pm Mon-Fri





Explore

La Latina & Lavapiés

These adjacent neighbourhoods tell two sides of Madrid’s history: one of its preserved past, the other of its rapidly changing present. La Latina is one of Madrid’s oldest barrios (neighbourhoods) and former morería – its Moorish quarter. A maze of unexpected corners, it gives visitors a glimpse of Madrid’s medieval era. Just a few streets away is the multicultural neighbourhood of Lavapiés. Once home to the city’s marginalised Jewish conversos (converts to Christianity), by the late 20th century it had become a residential zone for large immigrant populations attracted to its affordable housing. The spectre of gentrification looms large, fuelling a defiant community spirit fighting against inevitable change.
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Lavapiés | DANIELCZS/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


[image: ]

See for eating, drinking and shopping listings



Getting Around

[image: ] Metro

La Latina metro sits close to the border between both barrios, so it’s a good place to begin when exploring the area. The main parts of Lavapiés are closer to Lavapiés metro at the bottom of the hill, which is handy for visiting restaurants and bars along Calle de Argumosa.

[image: ] Walking

Watch out for the steep slopes in Lavapiés. To get to El Rastro on a Sunday, it’s best to start from La Latina metro and work your way down.


THE BEST

HISTORIC SIGHT Escuelas Pías de San Fernando

FESTIVAL Tapapiés

ARTHOUSE CINEMA Cine Doré

SECRET GARDEN Jardín del Príncipe Anglona

FLEA MARKET El Rastro
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1Top Experiences

   Museo de San IsidroB3

   Basílica de San Francisco El GrandeA3




1Experiences

1Calle de la Cava BajaC3

2Posada del León de OroC2

3Posada del DragónC2

4Plaza de la PajaB2

5Palacio de los VargasB2

6Capilla del ObispoB3

7Jardín del Príncipe AnglonaB2

8El RastroD4

9Cine DoréG3

10Sala EquísE3

11Escuelas Pías de San FernandoF5

12Museo de Artes y Tradiciones PopularesC5

13Mercado de Antón MartínH3

14Mercado de San FernandoE5

15Mercado de la CebadaC3

16Corral de la MoreríaA2




5Eating

17Casa Amadeo Los CaracolesD3

18Bar CruzD3

19El ViajeroC3

20Mad Mad VeganF3

21CocuizaC3

22Santa y Pura Vegan BarH4

23PorfiadosH4

24Africa FusiónH5

25Restaurante La AlhambraF5

26CamoatiB2

27Cervecería San AndrésB3

28Casa LucioC2




6Drinking

29Boconó Specialty CoffeeD3

30Bona Specialty CoffeeC2

31Slow CaféB4

32Vinicola MentridanaH3

33Bar ArgumosaH5

34La Taberna Al LadoF3

35Taberna El TempranilloC2

36Taberna La ConchaC2

37Almendro 13C2




7Shopping

38CocolB3

39Berberia del Sáhara y El SahelB2

40Morueco CerámicasC4

41Antonio Martínez MueblesD5

42Antigüedades PalaciosD4

43Talleres H. GarcíaD5









TOP EXPERIENCE

Museo de San Isidro


Open daily with free entry, the Museo de San Isidro is housed in a largely new building with a 16th-century Renaissance courtyard and a 17th-century chapel. Apart from the focus on Madrid’s patron saint, the collection includes prehistoric archaeological finds, Roman remains and a section on Muslim-era Madrid.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

The collection is arranged in chronological order but there’s a lot to see, so you can scoot forward to the parts that interest you the most.
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Scan this QR code for full opening hours.



Prehistory

Museo de San Isidro showcases archaeological and palaeontological artefacts, some dating back to the Pleistocene era. You’ll find remains of mammoths, elephants, rhinos and extinct species that once shared the river valley with its first hunter-gatherers. It’s incredible to think that the first humans lived in the Manzanares Valley close to Madrid between 400,000 and 9000 years ago!

The Romans & Muslim-Era Madrid

The permanent exhibition continues its exploration of Madrid’s long history, with the Roman epoch, the Visigoths’ conquest and its glory days as the Moorish citadel Mayrit. Alongside items found in a Visigoth grave is a selection of paintings, ceramics and glasswork found in the remains of a Roman villa in the outlying neighbourhood of Carabanchel. One of the museum’s best pieces is a 4th-century mosaic taken from this site, displayed alongside paintings, ceramics and glasswork.

The first settlement of Madrid proper was during the period of al-Andalus, and a section dedicated to the city’s Muslim origins displays remains found around the Palacio Real. Of particular interest is a model of the city that shows how the walls developed from the original fortifications installed by Mohamed I of Córdoba in the 9th century.

San Isidro

The museum is housed in the restored former palace of the Counts of Paredes. It’s known as ‘The House of St Isidore’ as legend has it that this was where Madrid’s patron saint lived and died. Visit the charming Renaissance courtyard with an ancient ‘miracle well’, named so as San Isidro is believed to have saved his son from drowning by making the water rise to the mouth of the well. Across the courtyard is a 17th-century chapel adorned with tempera paintings by Zacarías González Velázquez. Don’t miss the Archaebotanical Garden filled with historic plants dating from the medieval era.


QUICK BREAK

Right outside the museum is the pretty Plaza de los Carros. All around this tranquil space you’ll see restaurants and bars with outdoor terraza seating.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Basílica de San Francisco El Grande


Crowning the La Latina neighbourhood is an architectural masterpiece that’s as much a place of worship as it is a temple to Spanish art. The great dome of the Basílica de San Francisco El Grande is the largest in Spain and the fourth largest in Europe.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

It’s best to come outside Mass times: from 10am to 7pm Monday to Saturday, or from 11.30am to 7pm on Sundays and Catholic holy days of obligation.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for full opening hours.



Legendary Beginnings

The history of this domed building began in the 13th century. Legend has it that when St Francis of Assisi passed by on his pilgrimage to the tomb of St James in Compostela in 1214, he built a humble home for himself and his companions near a hermitage, where the church stands today. It was expanded over the years, eventually exceeding the splendour of all the churches in Madrid, until it was demolished in 1760. Construction began again under the guidance of the Italian architect Francesco Sabatini.

Lavish Chapels & Goya’s Painting

It’s easy to feel awestruck by the basilica’s floor-to-ceiling opulence. The fabulous dome is a celestial scene of frescoes and stained-glass windows with biblical motifs, guarded by sculptures of the apostles and prophets, trompe-l’oeil paintings of saints and carved cherubim.

Below, six chapels embrace a main altar. Each has a different theme, featuring altars surrounded by large oil paintings by Spanish masters. While the basilica’s predominant architectural style is neoclassical, these lavishly decorated chapels showcase distinct periods, from Renaissance to baroque to rococo. The most famous is Francisco de Goya’s St Bernardino of Siena Preaching to Alfonso V of Aragón.


Ante-Sacristy & Museum

The red-painted ante-sacristy is bordered by 17th-century walnut-carved benches featuring plateresque-style backs. Six mirrors framed in gold-gilded pinewood actually serve a purpose – when you stand in front of them, they perfectly reflect the central medallion painted on the ceiling, The Triumph of the Church.

The inner sacristy hosts a museum with 49 large paintings depicting scenes from the life of St Francis of Assisi, by renowned Spanish artists such as Alonso Cano, Francisco de Zurbarán and Antonio González Velázquez. It’s no less opulent inside – the hefty carved seats, mahogany and oakwood floors, gold candelabras and ornate ceilings make you appreciate just how far this place of worship has come from its humble origins.


QUICK BREAK

Just across the road is Cafetería San Francisco 13. An unpretentious Spanish bar with plenty of character, it’s a great place to grab a coffee or some tapas.





WALKING TOUR

Explore the Heart of Lavapiés


This relaxed walk plunges you downhill through the heart of Madrid’s most multicultural barrio. As you explore the narrow streets en route to the next emblematic structure, keep an eye out for the street art that decorates the walls of this defiant neighbourhood.



START

Cine Doré

END

Mercado de San Fernando

LENGTH

1.2km; 20 minutes
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1 Cinematic Start

On Calle de Santa Isabel is Cine Doré, a modernist cinema with a striking art deco facade. Right by it is the Mercado de Antón Martín, an indoor market showcasing global gastronomic stalls. You might hear strains of flamenco filtering down to the street, as above the market is the Academia Amor de Dios flamenco school, one of the oldest and most prestigious in Spain.

2 Quirky Bars

Next, head towards the narrow Calle de la Torrecilla del Leal. This street boasts quirky cafes and bars, including Taberna El Sur, a popular local spot adorned with posters of Pedro Almodóvar movies, and the well-loved jazz spot, Café El Despertar.

3 Picture This

Turn into Calle de los Tres Peces to check out the Real Sociedad Fotográfica, a gallery showcasing the works of Madrid’s oldest photography association. If you’re visiting between May and September, it’s sure to be participating in the PHotoEspaña photography festival, so pick up a guide to other venues.

4 Old-World Cafe

The long stretch of Calle del Ave María is a dizzying array of international restaurants. At the corner, the centenarian Café Barbieri preserves its old-world feel with vintage trappings including original mirrors, iron pillars and marble table tops.

5 Neighbourhood Hub

The street opens up to the Plaza de Lavapiés, a veritable snapshot of the neighbourhood’s melting-pot character. Its most striking landmark is the Teatro Valle-Inclán, a modern building made of perforated metal panels. This innovative theatre is dedicated to contemporary Spanish performing arts.

6 Historic Landmark

Head southwest along Calle de Tribulete to reach another important landmark – Escuelas Pías de San Fernando, a university and library housed in a restored 18th-century church and school complex burnt down during the Spanish Civil War.

7 Delectable Destination

Adjacent to the university, on Calle de Embajadores, is the Mercado de San Fernando, an indoor gastro and arts market. Wander around the stalls, perhaps pausing for a pint of craft beer or a Portuguese custard tart.



EXPERIENCES

Walk along an Ancient Moat Historic street

Calle de la Cava Baja map Google map is one of Madrid’s most famous streets for a lively tapas crawl. ‘Cava’ refers to a moat that was once part of the city’s defences outside the medieval walls. Over time, as Madrid expanded and the need for defensive fortifications decreased, the area around Cava Baja developed, and by the 16th and 17th centuries it had become an important commercial and residential street. Travelling merchants entering the city found lodging and food in its posadas (inns) and taverns, and stables for horses.

Stop by one of the street’s iconic inns. Posada del León de Oro map Google map is a restored 19th-century inn and upscale restaurant offering diners an unexpected surprise with a glass floor peering into the vestiges of a 12th-century Christian wall. Right beside it, Posada del Dragón map Google map also retains its traditional corrala courtyard structure, with communal walkways around a central area that made these spaces perfect for impromptu theatre during the Siglo de Oro (Golden Age).

Relax in a Tranquil Plaza Square

One of Madrid’s most picturesque squares, Plaza de la Paja map Google map, exudes old-world charm. The sloping square is flanked at its upper end by the Palacio de los Vargas map Google map, a 15th- century aristocratic home, and the Capilla del Obispo map Google map (bishop’s chapel;). Paja means ‘straw’ and the name of the plaza comes from the days when peasants had to provide the bishop’s stables with straw. This Renaissance architectural backdrop attracts a mix of locals relaxing over an after-work aperitif, as well as families with kids and strollers on a weekend.

Nip into a Secret Garden Garden

map Google map

On the opposite side of Plaza de la Paja from the chapel is the Jardín del Príncipe Anglona. Many have blinked and missed this walled gem. The tranquil, mid-18th-century garden is centred around a small marble fountain; a radiating pathway is lined with landscaped greenery, roses and magnolias, as well as almond, fig and pomegranate trees. Take some time to sit and contemplate the lovely steeples and rooftops, set against Madrid’s iconic blue skies.

Go Bargain-Hunting Market

map Google map

Every Sunday you can take part in a 400-year-old shopping tradition at El Rastro flea market. Open from 9am to 3pm, El Rastro stretches between La Latina’s Plaza de Cascorro, Calle de la Ribera de los Curtidores and Ronda de Toledo, featuring a labyrinth of open-air stalls peddling clothes, souvenirs, handicrafts, antiques and other bric-a-brac.

Meaning ‘trail’, El Rastro refers to the stream of blood and entrails that once ran down Plaza de Cascorro and Calle de la Ribera de los Curtidores. First opened as a slaughterhouse and meat market in 1475, it evolved once the Spanish royal court settled permanently in the city.

Come earlier to experience the frenetic atmosphere, or kick back with a cold caña (small draught beer) in one of the historic taverns surrounding the market. Shopping tip: as several vendors only accept efectivo (cash), it’s best to have pocket money ready, or you’ll be left hunting for an elusive cash machine. However, be aware that pickpockets work the streets!

Watch an Arty Film Arthouse cinemas

Lavapiés has two fantastic arthouse cinemas, both with bars. The historic Cine Doré map Google map is a 1920s cinema rescued and restored in 1983. With a stunning blue-and-gold ceiling, the interior of the main hall is a modernist marvel. Tickets are bought from a hole in the wall at the side of the building or online (no earlier than two days in advance). Each month tends to have a different theme and the focus is mainly on classics. Its cafe, which has also been lovingly restored to its former glory, has a more low-key vibe than Sala Equís map Google map, a movie theatre that used to screen porn films. This mini temple for cinephiles features a curated selection of classic and contemporary films. You can get a drink at the bar and take it inside to watch the movie. After screenings, join a young indie crowd lounging on deck chairs and makeshift theatre seats in the indoor courtyard.


Summer Festivals

Though the city empties out in summer, there’s no lack of celebratory spirit in La Latina and Lavapiés as the festivals of San Cayetano, San Lorenzo and La Paloma are celebrated over two weeks from mid-August to September. During this time, the balconies and streets are festooned with colourful paper-flower garlands and mantón de Manila traditional shawls. Vendors set up stalls in the plazas to sell street food and drinks. Open-air concerts, zarzuelas (Spanish mix of theatre, music and dance) and exhibitions star in a packed lineup of activities that commence upon sundown and last late into the night.



Peep into a Stunning Space Library

map Google map

The UNED (Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia) Escuelas Pías de San Fernando is housed in a restored 18th-century church that once served as a school. Founded in 1729, the school complex expanded in the latter part of the 18th century to include a magnificent domed church. During the Spanish Civil War, it was set on fire and lay in disrepair for over half a century until it underwent significant restoration and was reopened in 2004.

The rehabilitated ruins provide a dramatic setting for the university, which is dedicated to long-distance education. The structure’s most memorable feature is its blend of ancient and contemporary architecture – it has preserved much of the church’s brick-laid facade and interior archways while incorporating modern elements. A tranquil library now occupies the church’s former chapel. On weekdays, students in this inner sanctum can be seen hunched over books under a breathtaking high-domed ceiling. Free guided visits are offered on weekday mornings starting at 8.30am.

Learn about Spanish Traditions Museum

map Google map

The most striking feature of the Museo de Artes y Tradiciones Populares, a free museum within El Rastro zone, is its 19th-century corrala type of layout. Designed to maximise space, this provided affordable housing for the working class, who occupied the upper two floors. Historically, this corrala served as an inn on the ground floor, eventually evolving into workshops and antique shops that were part of El Rastro flea market. Inside the museum, you’ll find a display of leather tanners, jewellery makers and swordsmiths.

At the main entrance, you’ll be greeted by chulapos, a gigantic man and woman wearing the traditional dress of Madrid’s working class from the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Towards the end of the display, you’ll see a room filled with huge figures dressed as nuns and ghouls, as well as massive papier-mâché figures typical of Spanish festivals.


Go Tapeando

Tapapiés is an international tapas festival held every October in Lavapiés. Establishments along the streets of Argumosa and Miguel Servet, plus the squares of Arturo Barea, Nelson Mandela and Lavapiés, create an enticing route featuring an array of appetisers inspired by world cuisine. For a small price of €3, you get a tapa plus a caña (small draught beer). Each year, three winning tapas are picked, bringing prestige to the participating establishment. While this is a fun and budget-friendly event to enjoy with a group of friends, the bars and streets get packed, so it’s best to come early in the evening before the crowds descend.




Explore Madrid’s Best Markets Indoor markets

Madrid’s best indoor markets are all to be found in this neighbourhood and each has its own character. Mercado de Antón Martín map Google map, by the metro of the same name, is perhaps the best and is a great place for a sit-down meal in a tiny restaurant slotted between market stalls selling fruit and veg.

If you’re willing to brave the weekend crowds, Mercado de San Fernando map Google map in Lavapiés is a gritty, frenetic yet wholly satisfying experience. This gastronomy-, arts- and culture-themed market has secondhand bookshops and arts and craft workshops sandwiched between graffiti-covered artisanal beer shops, Latin American food booths and charcuterie stalls.

La Latina’s Mercado de la Cebada map Google map is a two-storey eclectic romp of food and fashion. Its 2nd floor hosts a mix of art markets, clothing boutiques, handicrafts and interior design shops, as well as food and wine stalls.

Watch World-Class Performers Flamenco venue

map Google map

The spirit of Andalucía’s cherished art form is very much alive in Madrid’s old quarter in the Corral de la Morería, one of the world’s most famous tablaos (flamenco stages). Since its foundation in 1956, it has welcomed some of the best flamenco performers in the world. This is where to go for a flamenco show that isn’t tailored for mass consumption. Corral de la Morería has been recognised as the world’s best tablao by the Festival Internacional del Cante de las Minas flamenco competition.

The captivating 70-minute flamenco show includes a free drink. You can upgrade the sensory experience with a fantastic dinner, as the tablao also hosts the Michelin-starred restaurant Álbora, spearheaded by Basque chef David García, who has worked in the famed kitchens of El Bulli and Mugaritz. Its extensive wine cellar offers an exclusive selection of sherry, another Andalusian cultural cornerstone.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Budget €€ Midrange €€€ Top End
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Eating

Tapas in La Latina

Casa Amadeo Los Caracoles €

map Google map

Historic tavern known for its signature dish: snails stewed in a secret sauce, spiced with Iberian charcuterie. 10am-midnight

Bar Cruz €

map Google map

Bar Cruz made a name for itself with navajas al ajillo (razor clams with garlic), perfect with a cold caña. 9am-11pm Tue-Sat, to 5pm Sun

El Viajero €€

map Google map

Converted three-storey mansion with rooftop views of the basilica. The 1st-floor tortilla counter keeps track of the number served daily. hours vary

Vegan-Friendly

Mad Mad Vegan €

map Google map

Plant-based burgers, appetisers and craft beers in a fast-food setting. 1pm-midnight

Cocuiza €

map Google map

Vegan brunch, pancakes and toasts, with its bestselling trio de arepitas (three stuffed corn flatbreads). 9am-4pm Mon-Sat, to 5pm Sun

Santa y Pura Vegan Bar €

map Google map

Vegan burgers, pizzas and Spanish classics like tortillas and croquettes; high tables in a rustic setting. hours vary

Global Gastronomy in Lavapiés

Porfiados €

map Google map

Offers a seasonal Mediterranean menu, including a standout French onion soup. 1-4.30pm & 8pm-midnight Tue-Sun

Africa Fusión €

map Google map

Senegalese food with cocktails – try the Djolof mixed rice, chased with hibiscus flower and baobab sorbets. 1pm-midnight Tue-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat

Restaurante La Alhambra €

map Google map

Moroccan cuisine in a low-key atmosphere with open kitchen. Generous tajine and couscous portions, plus mint tea. 9am-11pm

Restaurants in La Latina

Camoati €€

map Google map

Candlelit Argentine-Italian bistro serving grilled meats and house special fuegolone (provolone tequila flambeau). 7.30pm-1am Mon-Thu, from 1pm Fri & Sun

Cervecería San Andrés €€

map Google map

Revel in the lively plaza atmosphere while sharing huevos rotos con jamón (broken eggs with ham). 9am-1am Sun-Thu, 10am-2am Fri & Sat

Casa Lucio €€

map Google map

Iconic Spanish restaurant on Cava Baja known for oxtail and hearty stews. Ask for its dish of the day. 1-4pm & 8.30-11.30pm
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Drinking

Coffee Shops

Boconó Specialty Coffee

map Google map

Cafe sourcing beans from Ethiopia, Nicaragua and Brazil. Homemade desserts plus Venezuelan arepas (flatbreads). 9am-2pm & 5-8pm Mon-Fri, 9am-8pm Sat, to 7pm Sun

Bona Specialty Coffee

map Google map

Off Cava Baja; pair a cup with Argentinean medialunas (croissants). 9.30am-4pm Mon & Tue, to 6pm Wed-Fri, 10am-6pm Sat & Sun

Slow Café

map Google map

Laptop-friendly nook serving excellent speciality and iced coffee plus homemade desserts. hours vary

Bars in Lavapiés

Vinicola Mentridana

map Google map

Wall-to-wall wine bottles, vermouth on tap, charcuterie and cheese plates. 5pm-1am Mon-Fri, noon-1am Sat, to midnight Sun

Bar Argumosa

map Google map

Low-key, longstanding local bar near the Reina Sofia museum with a host of tapas and pintxos (Basque tapas). 8am-1am

La Taberna Al Lado

map Google map

Animated atmosphere for enjoying wine, cocktails and great tapas at reasonable prices. 7pm-1am Mon-Thu, to 2am Fri, 1pm-2am Sat, to 1am Sun

Wine Bars in La Latina

Taberna El Tempranillo

map Google map

Outstanding vinoteca on Cava Baja, with an entire wall of excellent wines, and Spanish tapas. 1-4pm & 8pm-midnight Tue-Sun

Taberna La Concha

map Google map

Good selection of wine, cava (sparkling wine), vermouth and beer, plus vegetarian and coeliac-friendly tapas. 1pm-2am

Almendro 13

map Google map

Andalusian tavern with a good selection of Spanish wines and generous sharing plates. hours vary

[image: img]
Shopping

Souvenir Shops

Cocol

map Google map

Inviting shop filled with beautiful ceramics, homeware and accessories, handmade by Spanish artisans. hours vary

Berberia del Sáhara y El Sahel

map Google map

Handcrafted rugs, pottery, home decor, textiles and jewellery from North Africa. hours vary Mon-Sat

Morueco Cerámicas

map Google map

Colourful, handcrafted Spanish and Italian ceramics, homeware and decorative pieces. hours vary Thu-Sun

Shops Around the Rastro

Antonio Martínez Muebles

map Google map

A great place for rustic tables and chairs for gardens, restaurants and terraces. hours vary

Antigüedades Palacios

map Google map

Antique shop specialising in mid-century wood cabinets, tables, porcelain and decorative lamps. 10.30am-2pm Tue-Sun

Talleres H. García

map Google map

Get your iron and aluminium housewares here; also a wide selection of wrought-iron lamps. hours vary





Explore

Sol, Santa Ana & Huertas


Sol, Santa Ana and Huertas are the boisterous core of Madrid, a district tightly packed with shopping, eating and entertainment options. Begin in the Puerta del Sol, the pulsing heart of downtown Madrid, and move to nearby Plaza de Santa Ana, where the streets tumble down the hillside to the east. While Sol is a perennially busy crossroads – a place for people to meet before fanning out across the city – Plaza de Santa Ana is a bustling yet laid-back square. On a weekday afternoon, it can be a place to calmly nurse a wine as you plot your path through Madrid.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Palacio de Comunicaciones | KRZYSZTOF DYDYNSKI/LONELY PLANET ©

Getting Around

[image: ] Metro

Sol metro station is one of the city’s most useful, with lines 1, 2 and 3 all passing through as well as cercanías (local train) lines. Other useful stations are Sevilla (line 2), and Tirso de Molina and Antón Martín (both line 1). All these are at the top of a slope leading down to Lavapiés or the Paseo del Prado, where Madrid’s museum district is located. Calle de las Huertas bisects Huertas and plunges down to the Prado.


THE BEST

ICONIC ARCHITECTURE Edificio Metrópolis

MUSEUM Real Academia de Bellas Artes de San Fernando

RELAXING EXPERIENCE Hammam al-Andalus

HISTORIC BAR La Venencia

JAZZ CLUB Café Central
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1Top Experiences

   Plaza de la Puerta del SolB2

   Plaza de Santa AnaC3

   Círculo de Bellas ArtesE1




1Experiences

1Real Academia de Bellas Artes de San FernandoC1

2Calle de Cervantes 2D3

3Convento de las TrinitariasD3

4Casa de Lope de VegaD3

5Teatro de la ZarzuelaE2

6Hammam al-AndalusB3

7Imprenta Municipal-Artes del LibroA3

8Mercado de las RanasD3

9Casa Museo de Ratón PérezB2

10Museo ChicoteE1

11La VenenciaD2

12Cervecería AlemanaC3

13Tablao Flamenco 1911C3

14Ateneo Científico, Literario y Artístico de MadridD3




5Eating

15Casa ToniC2

16La Finca de SusanaC2

17La Casa del AbueloC2

18El TricicloD4

19LhardyC2

20GofioD3

21MaceirasE4

22Casa LabraB2

23Casa AlbertoC3

24MotteauE4

25La MallorquinaB2

26Antigua Pastelería del PozoC2




6Drinking

27Acid CafeE4

28Ambu CoffeeC3

29BotánicaE4

30Salmón GurúD3

31Dos GardeniasD4

32Azotea del CírculoE1

33La Terraza del UrbanD2

34RadioC3

35La Negra TomasaB2

36Café CentralC3




7Shopping

37The Secret KingdomsD4

38Miguel Miranda BookstoreD3

39Real FabricaD3

40Concha OrtegaD4









TOP EXPERIENCE

Plaza de la Puerta del Sol


Puerta del Sol (Gate of the Sun) is Madrid’s central plaza where people come to meet and sometimes to protest. Its history stretches back to the 16th century when it was the eastern entrance into the city. At sunrise, the first rays shine through the gate.



map Google map


PLANNING TIP

There’s usually a queue for photos in front of the Bear and Strawberry Tree statue and to stand on Km 0. Be patient, as these are key sights for Spaniards!



Elegant Facades

The official centre point of Spain, the plaza is a gracious hemisphere of elegant facades. Casa de Correos houses the regional government of the Comunidad de Madrid and was built as the city’s main post office in 1768. The iconic clock was added in 1866. On New Year’s Eve, the square is crowded with people waiting for the clock to strike midnight. At each gong, a grape is eaten to ensure luck in the new year.

Ground Zero

Embedded in the pavement outside the Casa de Correos is a plaque marking Spain’s Km 0, the point from which Spain’s network of roads is measured. Facing the Casa de Correos from the rooftops opposite is the towering Tío Pepe sign, long a city landmark.

Emblematic Figures

The semicircular junction owes its present appearance in part to the Bourbon king Carlos III (r 1759–88), whose equestrian statue (complete with his unmistakable nose) stands in the middle. Look out for the Oso y Madroño statue of a bear nuzzling a madroño (strawberry tree) at the plaza’s eastern end. Seen in Madrid’s heraldry, it’s the city’s official symbol.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Plaza de Santa Ana


Plaza de Santa Ana is a delightful confluence of elegant architecture and irresistible energy. Better yet, it’s packed with history. It presides over the upper reaches of Madrid’s literary district of Huertas, which is also known locally as Barrio de las Letras.



map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Take a break at Cervecería Alemana. The wood-lined bar was one of Hemingway’s haunts and hasn’t changed much. In one corner there’s a mini shrine to Don Ernesto.



Theatrical Past

The plaza’s literary connection goes back to Madrid’s first dedicated theatre, the 1582 Corral del Príncipe. It’s now known as Teatro Español. Although its name has changed and the building is a more modern construction, it’s the city’s oldest theatre. The neoclassical facade bears the names of many of Spain’s greatest authors, including Lope de Vega, Tirso de Molina and Calderón de la Barca.

French Intervention

The square was laid out in 1810 during the reign of Joseph Bonaparte (elder brother of Napoleon), giving breathing space to what had been one of Madrid’s most claustrophobic barrios (neighbourhoods). The plaza became a focal point for intellectual life and the cafes surrounding it thronged with writers and artists engaging in endless tertulias (literary and philosophical discussions).

Lorca

A statue of poet and playwright Federico García Lorca stands in front of the Teatro Español, where Lorca had his biggest theatrical success with Yerma in 1934. The play explored pagan ideas and was highly critical of the Catholic Church. Lorca holds a lark – a symbol for lovers and the break of day.



TOP EXPERIENCE

Círculo de Bellas Artes


One of Madrid’s top art spots, the Círculo de Bellas Artes is housed in an elegant 1926 building designed by famous Madrid architect Antonio Palacios. The programming is diverse and dynamic, featuring exhibitions, talks, screenings and live music. Don’t miss the rooftop views from the Azotea.



map Google map


PLANNING TIP

Tickets to the exhibitions include access to the rooftop but don’t guarantee a spot in the bar or restaurant, so make a reservation to avoid disappointment.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours and to book tickets.



Elegant Exhibition Space

Approach the Círculo de Bellas Artes along Calle de Alcalá and you’ll feel as if you’ve been transported to Paris, with people sitting out on the terrace of its belle époque cafe on the ground floor. Inside, things are even more elegant, with tall, gorgeous ceilings and swirling stairwells leading to spacious exhibition rooms.

Artists who have been featured in the exhibition halls range from Pablo Picasso and Le Corbusier to Pier Paolo Pasolini, among others. Be sure to check the program as there are frequent international authors and philosophers giving talks.

Rooftop

The big draw in recent years is top-floor Azotea del Círculo, a roof terrace bar offering some of Madrid’s best views. To access it, you’ll need to take the lift to the 7th floor. From here, you’ll almost be able to reach out and touch the glorious dome of the Edificio Metrópolis and take in views of Madrid in all its finery, including the distant mountains. The sun loungers add to the experience. All of this is overlooked by the Roman goddess of the arts, Minerva, whose statue guards the top of the building.



WALKING TOUR

Calle de Alcalá’s Best Buildings


On either side of Calle de Alcalá, monumental buildings make quite an impact on the pedestrian. While it’s one of Madrid’s oldest streets, many of these edifices date from the early 20th century when financial institutions wanted to make a grand impression.



START

Four Seasons Hotel Madrid

END

Palacio de Cibeles

LENGTH

1.3km; 20 minutes


[image: jpg]




1 Stone Elephants

The Four Seasons was formally the Palacio de la Equitativa. Constructed in the late 19th century for an insurance company, the interior was mostly gutted for a recent renovation, but the beautiful facade retains its decorative stone elephant heads. It is now home to the luxury Four Seasons and Marriott hotels, and the Galería Canalejas shopping centre.

2 Greek Goddess

Further down the road is the Edificio Metrópolis. Opened in 1911, this beaux arts building is one of Madrid’s most remarkable sights. The winged statue of Greek goddess Nike atop its rooftop almost seems to be greeting the Roman goddess Minerva, who stands guard on the roof of the Círculo de Bellas Artes.

3 Dark Past

To get a closer look at these statues, you can go up to the rooftop of the Círculo de Bellas Artes, a beautiful building designed by Antonio Palacios, one of Madrid’s most famous architects. The building has a bit of a dark past – during the Spanish Civil War, enemy soldiers were interrogated in its basements.

4 Another Palacios Palace

Slightly up the road, across the street, is the headquarters of the Instituto Cervantes. A former bank, this building was constructed between 1911 and 1918. This, too, was designed by Palacios. It’s worth going inside to see its splendid marble interiors and beautiful glass dome.

5 Art Deco Mashup

Just down the road, on the opposite side of Calle de Alcalá, you’ll find the Banco de España. The earliest part along the Paseo del Prado dates from the late 19th century; however, the part running along Calle de Alcalá was built in the 1930s and beautifully balances neoclassical and art deco styles.

6 White Elephant

Finally, you arrive at Palacio de Cibeles, yet another building by Palacios. A bit of a white elephant in its day, sucking up public funds, it was originally Madrid’s post office and is now home to an arts centre and local governement offices. In the summer, look out for the program of films screened in its enormous covered patio.



EXPERIENCES

Explore Madrid’s Other Prado Art gallery

map Google map

The Real Academia de Bellas Artes de San Fernando, Madrid’s ‘other’ art gallery, has for centuries played a pivotal role in the artistic life of the city. As the royal fine arts academy, it has nurtured local talent, thereby complementing the royal penchant for drawing the great international artists of the day into their realm. The pantheon of former alumni reads like a who’s who of Spanish art, and the collection that now hangs on the academy’s walls is a suitably rich one. Highlights include paintings by El Greco, Rubens, Tintoretto and Goya.

Embark on a Quixotic Journey Historic sites

Huertas is also referred to as the Barrio de las Letras because of the writers who lived here during the 16th and 17th centuries. Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra (1547–1616), the author of Don Quijote, spent much of his adult life in Madrid and lived and died at Calle de Cervantes 2 map Google map. The original building was torn down in the early 19th century, but a plaque (dating from 1834) sits above the door at the site.

Cervantes’ body was interred in the Convento de las Trinitarias map Google map. This order saved his life when he was captured by Barbary pirates as a young man, and he felt forever indebted to them for coming up with the hefty ransom his family was unable to pay. It’s not known where his remains lie due to a 17th-century mix-up during building work on the convent. A casket monogrammed ‘MC’ was found with a muddle of bones from different bodies inside in 2015.

Meet Cervantes’ Frenemy Museum

map Google map

If you’re interested in the era in which Cervantes penned Don Quijote, a visit to the 16th-century Casa de Lope de Vega is a must. Lope de Vega (1562–1635) was Spain’s premier playwright, hugely popular in his lifetime and still very much a top historical literary figure in Spain, although Cervantes later eclipsed him on the international stage. The two men lived during the same period and you can discover what life in literary Madrid was like, while learning about the author’s colourful existence.

A bit of a rogue, Lope de Vega had numerous dalliances during his lifetime; the free tour in English will fill you in on some juicy 17th-century gossip. You must reserve a tour online, though the tranquil garden is accessible at all times. Scandalously, he shared the house, where he lived and wrote for 25 years until his death in 1635, with a mistress and four children by three different women – true 17th-century polyamory!

Listen to a Zarzuela Theatre

map

Zarzuela is a Spanish form of musical theatre – like an operetta – that dates back to the 17th century when the Habsburgs ruled the country. The art form languished in the 18th century under Bourbon rule, but enjoyed a revival among Madrid’s working classes in the 19th century. One of the most famous works of the period, The Little Barber of Lavapiés, was set in Madrid’s poorest district.

The original 1856 structure of Teatro de la Zarzuela map Google map was modelled on Milan’s La Scala with its triple-layered horseshoe design, but it burned down in 1909. The reconstruction was designed by Cesareo Iradier, and its beautiful interior is worth seeing. Catch a performance and enjoy gorgeous Spanish melodies performed by top classical musicians. It’s still a much-loved musical style locally, and it’s wonderful to sit among the madrileños during a performance. Works are performed in Spanish with English subtitles above the stage.


Huertas’ Colourful Past

Madrid’s first theatre, the Corral del Príncipe, was the first actual theatre to stage plays in the city. Prior to this, plays were held in communal courtyards, locally known as corralas. Like many theatres of the 16th century, it was frequented by the working people and the wealthy alike – the poor standing in an area just under the stage and the rich sitting on the balconies. Sex workers often worked in the theatres, and Huertas became one of Madrid’s most dispreputable theatre areas.



Relax in a Hammam Thermal baths

map Google map

Although the Hammam al-Andalus isn’t a historical Arab bath, it harks back to the public baths that used to exist all over the city during its Moorish times. Interestingly, there are still remains of public baths along Calle de Segovia, many of them functioning during the 13th and 14th centuries despite the Christian rulers’ prohibition on the building of new baths from the 11th century onwards.

Housed in the excavated cellars of old Madrid, this imitation of a traditional Arab bath has thermal pools with varying temperatures for a good soak, followed by a variety of massages and aromatherapy beneath graceful arches, accompanied by the sound of trickling water and soothing low lights from North African–style lamps. Choose from one-hour to 90-minute massages on hot stone slabs, including scrubs, essential oils and facials. Prices are lowest from 10am to 4pm Monday to Friday; reservations required.

Learn about the History of Printing Museum

map Google map

Tucked away down a side street by the Hammam al-Andalus, Imprenta Municipal-Artes del Libro is housed in a gorgeous art deco building that is as beautiful inside as out. Its three floors cover the history of the printing press from the earliest machines up until the invention of offset printing. A destination in its own right, with over 3000 objects on permanent display, it’s a good place to pop into before exploring Spain’s literary heritage in the nearby Barrio de las Letras.

Find Local Treasures Market

map Google map

Calle de las Huertas hosts its Mercado de las Ranas – ‘Frogs’ Market’ – every first and third Saturday of the month. Here, local boutiques selling books, antiques, clothes and accessories set up shop on the street, giving the area a lively atmosphere; sometimes they have local food offerings too. While the vibe is similar to London’s Portobello Road Market, it’s more of a low-key, intimate affair. Live music performances and special deals in local restaurants are also a highlight. The market gets its name from the previous incarnation of Calle de Lope de Vega, which used to be known as Calle de Cantarranas, meaning ‘the street of the singing frogs’ – a throwback to the time when this was a relatively rural area outside the main city walls.

Meet Spain’s Tooth Fairy Museum

map Google map

The Spanish version of the tooth fairy is a cute little mouse called ‘El Ratón Pérez’, and the small Casa Museo de Ratón Pérez close to Sol takes you into a recreation of his home. Entry is by guided tour and the commentary is only in Spanish, but it’s still worth a visit as you’ll see his secret door, a layout of his home inside a biscuit tin and all manner of little artefacts. Entrance is via the passageway signed ‘Centro Comercial Arenal 8’.

Follow in Hemingway’s Footsteps Historic bars

When the Spanish Civil War broke out, American writer Ernest Hemingway covered the story in Madrid. He worked from the press office in the Edificio Telefónica, a target for Nationalist troops. Once he filed his copy, he ran the gauntlet along Gran Vía to Museo Chicote map Google map, drinking with other journalists as the war raged outside. His movements across town can be tracked via the bars he frequented. When on the hunt for a story, he went to La Venencia map Google map, a sherry bar popular with Republican fighters. At the time, Madrid was full of enemy spies so photos were forbidden, and the bar has kept that rule to this day. He also liked Cervecería Alemana map Google map, a bar run by a bullfighting aficionado. Another watering hole just across Plaza de Santa Ana was the Villa Rosa (now Tablao Flamenco 1911 map Google map). After the war, this flamenco joint was frequented by actress Ava Gardner, whom Hemingway deeply admired, reportedly saying ‘she was the only woman who could outdrink me’.



Peer Inside the Ateneo Arts club

map Google map

The venerable Ateneo Científico, Literario y Artístico de Madrid was founded by Spain’s foremost liberal intellectuals in 1821, although the building took on its present form in 1884. Visitors might feel as if they’ve just stepped inside the Tardis. The slender gates open out into a grand marble hallway, beyond which lies a spectacular auditorium and one of Madrid’s best libraries. Few tourists get this far, however, as this cultural centre is only open to members.

If your Spanish is up to snuff, you can attend one of its literary and philosophy events – check the website. In any case, there is a rich program of musical events that require no Spanish language skills, and these are often open to public.


Madrid’s Architect

Antonio Palacios (1874–1945) was the architect behind many of Madrid’s iconic buildings: the Cibeles building (Palacio de Comunicaciones), Círculo de Bellas Artes, Instituto Cervantes, and the Edificio de las Cariátides on Alcalá 49. Many don’t realise that it was just one architect behind modern Madrid’s structures since his style was so eclectic – he was influenced by art nouveau, neoclassicism, the neo-plateresque style, art deco and other forms of commercial architecture, mashing it all up to create unique designs. Palacios also designed the symbol for the Metro de Madrid, which is still used.





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Budget €€ Midrange €€€ Top End
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Eating

Classic Spanish Dishes

Casa Toni €

map Google map

One of Madrid’s best old-school Spanish bars. Specialities include cuttlefish, gazpacho and offal. noon-4.30pm & 7.30-11.30pm Wed-Mon

La Finca de Susana €

map Google map

Great price, quality cooking and classy atmosphere, with a sophisticated vibe and hip young crowd. 1-11pm

La Casa del Abuelo €

map Google map

Popular place more than a century old. Order El Abuelo wine and gambas a la plancha (grilled prawns). noon-midnight

Eating in Style

El Triciclo €€

map Google map

Much loved for its assured fusion cooking that emphasises seasonal ingredients. 1-4pm & 8pm-12.30am Mon-Sat

Lhardy €€€

map Google map

Elegant 19th-century Madrid landmark whose gourmet cuisine includes cocido a la madrileña (meat-and-chickpea stew). 1pm-midnight Mon-Sat, to 4pm Sun

Gofio €€€

map Google map

The proud owner of a Michelin star, Gofio does wonders with cuisine from the Canary Islands. 1.30-4pm & 8.30pm-midnight Wed-Sun

Tapas, Pinchos & Raciones

Maceiras €

map Google map

Galician dishes never tasted so good – pair the food with crisp white Ribeiro wine. 1.15-4.15pm & 8pm-midnight

Casa Labra €

map Google map

Going strong since 1860, this evocative place is famed for its bacalao (salted cod). 11am-3.30pm & 6-11pm

Casa Alberto €€

map Google map

Atmospheric old tavern, on the site Cervantes is believed to have written Don Quijote. 1.30-4pm & 8pm-midnight Tue-Sat, 1.30-4pm Sun

Cakes

Motteau €

map Google map

Madrid’s best French-style patisserie is this tiny vault of artisanal cakes and teas. 9.30am-2pm & 4.30-8pm Tue-Fri, 9.30am-2pm Sat-Mon

La Mallorquina €

map Google map

A classic, perennially popular pastry shop that’s packed to the rafters with locals. 8.30am-9.15pm

Antigua Pastelería del Pozo €

map Google map

Madrid’s oldest pastry shop (established in 1830) still serves excellent classic cakes. 9.30am-2pm & 5-8pm Tue-Sat, 9am-2pm Sun


[image: img]
Drinking

Speciality Coffee

Acid Cafe

map Google map

The original Acid Cafe, with excellent speciality coffee and a small but delicious menu and bakery goodies. 8.30am-8pm

Ambu Coffee

map Google map

This small chain does great flat whites and breakfast menus, along with a small range of cakes. 8.30am-8pm

Botánica

map Google map

A cute, small cafe specialising in great coffee, cakes and a select range of plants! Excellent for a break in Barrio de las Letras. 8.30am-8pm

Cocktails

Salmón Gurú

map Google map

One of Madrid’s best cocktail maestros, Diego Cabrera, serves an excellent collection of drinks. 5pm-2.30am Wed-Sun

Dos Gardenias

map Google map

A little oasis of tranquillity tucked away in the quieter part of Barrio de las Letras where vinyl reigns supreme. 9pm-2am Tue-Sat

Rooftop Bars

Azotea del Círculo

map Google map

The rooftop bar of the Círculo de Bellas Artes offers the most incredible views of central Madrid. 10am-2am

La Terraza del Urban

map Google map

This indulgent terrace sits atop the five-star Urban Hotel and has five-star views and prices. 11am-midnight, summer only

Radio

map Google map

High above Plaza de Santa Ana, this open-air cocktail bar has terrific views over Madrid’s rooftops. 4pm-2am Wed-Sun

Music & Drinks

La Negra Tomasa

map Google map

Bar, live-music venue, restaurant and magnet for all things Cuban, this is a boisterous meeting place for the Havana set. 1.30pm-4am

Café Central

map Google map

Swing by this famous jazz club to enjoy live music and drinks daily. 10am-1am Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat

[image: img]
Shopping

Bookshops

The Secret Kingdoms

map Google map

A spacious English-language bookshop with a good range of new and secondhand books. 11am-2.30pm & 4.30-8pm Tue-Sat, 11am-2.30pm Sun

Miguel Miranda Bookstore

map Google map

Historic rare-books shop opposite the convent where Cervantes is buried. Worth it for the stunning interior alone. 10am-4pm Mon-Fri

Artisanal Wares

Real Fábrica

map Google map

Beautiful, handcrafted objects and gourmet food from around Spain; a great place for a souvenir. 11am-3pm & 4-8pm

Concha Ortega

map Google map

Gorgeous mid-century shop stocking artwork and furniture – all of it chosen and restored by master restorer Concha. 10.30am-2pm & 5-8pm Mon-Fri, 11am-2pm Sat





Explore

El Retiro & the Art Museums


Retiro means ‘spiritual retreat’ in Spanish and this is exactly what this area was for the Reyes Católicos (Catholic Monarchs). During visits to Madrid, Queen Isabel and King Fernando would stay out of town at the monastery of San Jerónimo, which is now right by the Prado museum. When Felipe II settled the court permanently in Madrid, the devout king slept in rooms next to the presbytery. Now the city’s cultural hub and green oasis, Paseo del Prado and El Retiro were recently granted World Heritage status: three world-class museums sit along a pleasant tree-lined avenue, while up the hill to the east lies the stately park.




[image: ]

See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: ] Train

Atocha station sits at the bottom of Paseo del Prado. Visitors can easily walk straight to the city’s three big art museums from here.

[image: ] Metro

Estación del Arte nudges even closer to the foot of Paseo del Prado. Alight here for the museums and El Retiro. At the top of Paseo del Prado, closer to the Thyssen-Bornemisza museum, is Banco de España station.

[image: ] Bus

Many routes run up Paseo del Prado except on Sundays, when it is pedestrianised.


THE BEST

ART INSTITUTION Museo del Prado

SECRET GARDEN Jardines de Cecilio Rodríguez 

CUTTING-EDGE GALLERY Museo La Neomudéjar 

MONUMENTAL BUILDING CentroCentro

ARTISANAL EXPERIENCE Real Fábrica de Tapices
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1Top Experiences

   Museo del PradoB3

   Museo Thyssen-BornemiszaA2

   Centro de Arte Reina SofíaB4

   Parque del Buen RetiroC2




1Experiences

1CentroCentroB1

2Real Fábrica de TapicesE4

3Caixa ForumB4

4Museo La NeomudéjarE4




5Eating

5Vinos de BellotaE1

6La TasqueríaF1

7Restaurante CasteladosE1

8Restaurante Mercado de IbizaE2

9Hasta los AndaresE2

10Sazón-arteE1

11La CastelaE1

12PanemF1

13Holy Grain BakeryE2

14Mi Pan de SiempreF2




6Drinking

   Inverso Cocktails(see 10)

15Farándula MadridE1

16Champagne BarB2




7Shopping

   Caixa Forum(see 3)









TOP EXPERIENCE

Museo del Prado


One of the world’s most dazzling art museums, the Prado has a vast collection of names such as Rubens, El Greco, Dürer and Rembrandt. But it’s the Spanish masters that steal the show, with Velázquez’ enigmatic Las meninas and Goya’s chilling Black Paintings heralding the dawn of modern art.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

You can easily spend a day in the museum and if you plan to do this, arrive first thing in the morning to beat the crowds.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours and tickets.



The Habsburg Collection

The royal collection begins with Titian’s equestrian portrait of Carlos I of Spain, in Room 27 on the 1st floor. Titian portrait of Carlos’ son Felipe II sits next to his father. During his reign, Felipe developed a taste for Flemish art, using his fortune to snaffle works from masters such as Hieronymus Bosch, which can be seen on the ground floor in Room 056A. The Garden of Earthly Delights (pictured) is a hallucinogenic morality tale that never fails to fascinate.

Art Worlds Collide

Bridging the gap between the Italian Renaissance and Flemish art is German artist Albrecht Dürer. In his self-portrait (Room 55), he appears wonderfully arrogant, ready to throw down the kid gloves he grips between his fingers to anyone who would dispute his mastery of classical technique.

Going back up to the 2nd floor, you’ll find a glut of work by Rubens. Visiting the Spanish court as an ambassador of Brabant, Rubens was able to learn from the Italian and Flemish masterworks in the Habsburg collection. Look out for The Three Graces in Room 28 and a wonderful Adoration of the Magi in Room 29.

The Golden Age

As masterpieces piled up, Spain became a centre of art in its own right, attracting talent like El Greco, whose Nobleman is a key figure in the Prado’s merchandising. Near El Greco is the Spanish talent that began to come to the fore during the Siglo del Oro (Golden Age). Particularly outstanding is José de Ribera, a student of Caravaggio famed for his dramatic use of light. Don’t miss his portraits of the saints in Room 8.


QUICK BREAK

The Prado’s cafe is overpriced but decent. If you decide to eat outside the museum, cross the Paseo del Prado and head to the streets behind for more reasonably priced lunch options.



Velázquez

The greatest artist of the Siglo del Oro arrived in the Spanish court at the tender age of 24. Velázquez quickly won over young King Felipe IV. His most famous work is Las meninas (The Maids of Honour) in Room 12. On the face of it, it’s a portrait of the five-year-old Infanta Margarita: a luminous figure surrounded by attendants. Closer inspection reveals the artist in the shadows to the left of the little girl, gazing out at the viewer with a shrewd look on his face.

The rooms around the royal portraits show more of Velázquez’ work and it’s worth seeking out Vulcan’s Forge in Room 11. Painted on a trip to Rome, it shows the artist had developed his technique, bringing an immediate physicality to the classical scene.
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WOMEN IN THE PRADO

Female artists are almost completely absent from the collection. One notable exception is Sofonisba Anguissola’s fantastic portrait of Felipe II, long misattributed to Alonso Sánchez Coello.



Goya & the Bourbons

Goya arrived in Madrid in 1775. By this time the Bourbons had risen to power, a dynasty sporting a more colourful and flashy look than the sleek blacks favoured by the dour Habsburgs. A bold move, then, for Francisco de Goya to show his fierce loyalty to Velázquez in a rather gloomy portrait of Carlos IV’s family. Not only does he mimic the master’s dark backgrounds, but he also places himself in the painting and can be spied lurking behind his easel, just like Velázquez in Las meninas. Even bolder is his unflattering portrayal of the royal couple: the blank stupidity on the face of the king and the corruption of the famously unfaithful Queen María Luisa de Parma show the viewer a regime ripe for a fall. Soon after, Napoleon invaded, sparking the brutal Peninsular War.

Don’t miss Goya’s El dos de mayo and El tres de mayo paintings in Room 64 and the Pinturas negras (Black Paintings) in Room 67, which were executed after the conflict and show just how much it affected the artist’s psyche.


EDIFICIO VILLANUEVA

Juan de Villanueva’s neoclassical building was almost complete when Napoleon invaded in 1808. His troops used it as a cavalry barracks. After the monarchy was restored, it opened as a royal art gallery in 1819.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Museo Thyssen-Bornemisza


Baron Thyssen-Bornemisza spent his life acquiring works by major artists with the enthusiasm of a young boy trading baseball cards. Housed in a mansion set back from the Paseo del Prado, this comprehensive collection of modern and classic masterpieces will satisfy the most fickle of art connoisseurs.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Apart from the Baroness’ Collection, works are in chronological order. Start with medieval art on the 2nd floor or skip to the late 19th century on the 1st floor.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for prices and opening hours.



Medieval & Renaissance Art

The 2nd floor is home to mainly Italian, German and Flemish religious paintings from the 13th and 14th centuries. Highlights include Petrus Christus’ mysterious Virgin of the Dry Tree, with Mary and Jesus illuminated in divine light; and Jan van Eyck’s The Annunciation Diptych, a monochrome masterpiece that seems three-dimensional.

Turning the corner into Room 5, you encounter Henry VIII by Holbein the Younger. Nearby is Juan de Flandes’ portrait of the king’s first wife, Catherine of Aragon. In Room 7, the full-length portrait Young Knight in a Landscape was misattributed to Dürer until a cleaning in the 1950s revealed Vittore Carpaccio’s signature; the gorgeously detailed composition is rich with symbolism.

Dürer makes an appearance in Room 8 with Jesus Among the Doctors, in which he impresses with his technical mastery by placing many pairs of expressive hands at the centre of the composition.

The Italians & the Spanish

Sumptuous canvases by Venetian artists Tintoretto and Titian are displayed in Rooms 7 and 11, while in Room 12 the ever-subversive Caravaggio wows with his Saint Catherine of Alexandria. Posed provocatively stroking a sword, the model for this painting was a famous courtesan. Two stunning paintings of St Jerome and the crucified Christ, illuminated against brooding backgrounds, show the influence of the Italian master on Spanish painter José de Ribera.

In Room 15, baroque Spanish painter Francisco de Zurbarán’s portrait of St Casilda combines the brooding darkness of Caravaggio with a wonderful eye for detail.


QUICK BREAK

The museum cafe is in a modern glass building overlooking a pretty lawn; however, the food is pricey, so it’s best used only as a coffee shop.



The 17th Century

In Room 17 the focus widens with Canaletto’s views of Venice. His Piazza San Marco, taken from a high angle with birds soaring around the bell tower, is particularly uplifting. Precision- rendering in Jan van Bronckhorst’s exquisite portrait of a young man playing a lute in Room 23 sets the tone for the rooms of Dutch art.


[image: jpg]


The 19th Century

The 1st floor moves into the modern era. In Room 32, John Singer Sargent’s Onion Seller looks out from the shadows beside a window with a splendid view of Venice, presaging the Impressionists. In Room 33, Degas’ Swaying Dancer, with its dynamic figures rendered in luminous pastels, draws the crowds, but don’t miss his study of elegant women trying on feathered hats. Van Gogh’s dynamic canvases in Room 34 steal the show – in his Evening Landscape, thin trees waver like plumes of smoke against a blood-red sunset.


NAZI LOOT

German Jew Lilly Neubauer was forced to hand Camille Pissarro’s Rue Saint-Honoré in the Afternoon over to the Nazis. While Baron Thyssen-Bornemisza was unaware of this, the controversy over ownership continues.



The 20th Century

Further on, George Grosz uses cubist techniques to highlight the alienation of modern humans in Metropolis. Room 41 features more cubism with paintings by Juan Gris, Georges Braque and Pablo Picasso. Look out for Picasso’s Harlequin with a Mirror in Room 45.

The art moves into abstraction with pieces by Piet Mondrian, Joan Miró, Paul Klee and Wassily Kandinsky until Room 44, where surrealists hold sway. Things get weird and wonderful with pieces by René Magritte and Max Ernst, though the hallucinatory climax is arguably Salvador Dalí’s Dream Caused by the Flight of a Bee Around a Pomegranate, One Second Before Waking Up.

American artists then make their mark, notably the hauntingly lonely interior of Edward Hopper’s Hotel Room in Room 45. Abstract works include Jackson Pollock’s Brown and Silver I (Room 46) and Mark Rothko’s deceptively simple Untitled (Green on Maroon) in Room 47.

Moving back into figurative art is Francis Bacon’s disturbing portrait of his doomed lover George Dyer in a Mirror (Room 49). Lucian Freud’s work includes a portrait of Baron Thyssen, the owner of this impressive collection.


THE BARONESS’ COLLECTION

The Baroness’ Collection has paintings by Canaletto, Gauguin’s Tahitian idyll of Mata Mua, Toulouse-Lautrec’s dramatic The Jockeys, Matisse’s tranquil Conversation Under Olive Trees, as well as Georgia O’Keeffe’s fantastic New York Street with Moon.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Centro de Arte Reina Sofía


The Reina Sofía is a modern collection that focuses on Spanish artists, with figures such as Salvador Dalí and Joan Miró looming large. Its star attraction is indisputably Guernica. A harrowing reflection on the atrocities of the Spanish Civil War, Picasso’s masterpiece stuns to this day.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

The museum is not easy to navigate. To find paintings, check its website for the room number and refer to the physical floor plans displayed on the museum’s walls.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for prices and opening hours.



Guernica

Begin in Room 205.10 on the 2nd floor with Guernica, the enormous painting of a brutal bombing raid on the Basque town of Gernika carried out by German and Italian air forces supporting the Nationalist side in the Spanish Civil War. It was painted for the 1937 Paris World’s Fair and Picasso captured the horror of the moment, sounding a warning of atrocities to come during WWII.

Here, you’ll also find Picasso’s preliminary sketches and paintings. Details of the gored horse, weeping woman and dead baby further ram home the powerful antiwar message and attest to Picasso’s startling creative output: this work was produced in under six weeks.

Rediscovered Masterpiece

The work of long-forgotten female painters is now being celebrated at the Reina Sofía museum. One of the most talented was Ángeles Santos (1911–2013). Proof that genius was never the exclusive preserve of male artists, her huge canvas A World (Room 205.06) is now attracting almost as big a crowd as Guernica nearby. Santos produced it at the tender age of 17, stunning the Spanish art world when it appeared in 1929. With angels and stars shooting off a warped square-shaped earth, it’s an intriguing composition that invites audiences to ponder its true meaning.


QUICK BREAK

The museum cafe looks groovy but it’s not the best place to relax. It’s better to head to the outdoor cafes along Calle de Argumosa in nearby Lavapiés.



Cubists & Surrealists

Squared away in Room 204.01 are the cubist works, an art form invented in Paris by Georges Braque and Pablo Picasso. However, Madrid-born Juan Gris really saw its potential, dedicating the rest of his short life to fractured, mathematically minded views of still lives and live subjects.

In Room 205.13, Picasso’s cubism begins to melt into surrealism in The Swimmer. Salvador Dalí is here too, with his impossible-to-ignore Face of the Great Masturbator and the hair-raising The Invisible Man in nearby Room 206.03.


Lumped together with the surrealists and yet in a class of his own is Catalan artist Joan Miró, whose work is defined by curvaceous shapes in primary colours. After his paintings became a symbol of the Barcelona Olympics in 1992, his work began to receive the international acclaim it so richly deserved. Key pieces such as Man with a Pipe can be seen in Room 206.02.

Non-Spanish Artists

Surrealism really sprang from France and representing this is Man Ray’s iconic giant metronome or Indestructible Object, as well as René Magritte’s Pink Bells, Tattered Skies. Other important works by modern artists outside Spain include George Grosz’ prewar nightmares of German life, including Man is Good, and the liberated geometry of Kandinsky’s Free in Room 205.14.

Lesser-Known Spanish Artists

The museum offers a terrific opportunity to learn more about lesser-known 20th-century Spanish artists. Among these are: Alfonso Ponce de León, a contemporary of Lorca whose arresting self-portrait is in Room 205.06; José Solana (Room 205.9 and Room 205.11), a painter preoccupied with the wealth inequalities running up to the Spanish Civil War; and female artist Delhy Tejero, whose pointy-headed creations in Room 203.02 seem to have sprouted from a unique imagination.


RETIRO PARK ANNEXES

The Reina Sofía often holds free temporary exhibitions in its two Retiro park annexes. Close to the artificial lake, nestled against a lush backdrop of carefully landscaped lawns, the late-19th-century charm of the Palacio de Cristal and Palacio de Velázquez provide the perfect setting for the art lover to contemplate canvases and sculptures in peace.



Spanish Artists to Discover

On the quieter 4th floor, visitors can discover more about postwar Spain. Works by lesser-known Spanish artists worth seeking out include Joan Ponç’s playful Composition (Room 400.05), Pancho Cossío’s beautiful yet unnerving Portrait of Ramiro de Ledesma (Room 400.01) and Francisco Nieva’s avant-garde Postism (Room 400.04).



TOP EXPERIENCE

Parque del Buen Retiro


Once the preserve of kings, Retiro park is now free for everyone to enjoy. Inside its vast grounds you’ll find a boating lake, exhibition spaces, strutting peacocks and landscaped gardens. Open all year, the park is particularly lovely in spring when the almond trees blossom.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Park opening times change depending on the time of year. From October to March, it closes at 10pm and during the warmer months at midnight.



Spiritual Retreat

To understand the history of Madrid’s gorgeous park, approach Parque del Buen Retiro from Museo del Prado. Right above the museum is the church of San Jerónimo El Real. In the 16th century, the devout King Felipe II came here to escape from court life. A quiet area far outside the old city walls, it became known as Retiro, meaning ‘retreat’ in Spanish. To this day, the park still serves this purpose as it’s where much of Madrid comes to relax.

Pleasure Palace

Carrying on up the hill, you’ll come to a main road running alongside Retiro. At the pedestrian crossing is a large brick building with the words Casón del Buen Retiro above its stone pillars. This is one of just two surviving buildings of the vast pleasure palace built between 1630 and 1660 for Felipe IV. The grandson of the pious Felipe II, this Felipe was a pleasure-seeker at heart and needed a place to let his hair down without scandalising the public. Now a study centre for the Prado, the Casón del Buen Retiro was once a huge ballroom and its interior is decorated with a lavish fresco by Luca Giordano. Sadly, frescoes in other buildings, many of which were painted by Velázquez, were destroyed when Napoleon’s troops camped out in the park and set about blowing up the palace and its grounds.

Boating Lake

The other surviving part of the palace is the large Estanque Grande (pictured), which you reach by walking through the Jardín del Parterre and along the Paseo de Paraguay. Here, plays and concerts were performed on an artificial island while the nobility watched from blinged-up boats. Recreations of naval battles were also popular, with scaled models firing real rounds at each other.

The lake is quite a bit calmer now and visitors can hire rowboats, from which it’s possible to admire the huge monument to Alfonso XII on the east side of the lake. Known as the ‘Peacemaker’, this king came to power after the restoration of the monarchy following the tumultuous First Republic (1873–74).


QUICK BREAK

The cafes dotted around Retiro park are delightful but slightly overpriced. For better options, head to the Ibiza area to the north of the park.




King’s Caprice

Beyond the lake in the park’s far northeast corner is an area created especially for King Fernando VII. Though the recent reopening of its Montaña Artificial has attracted more visitors, this far-flung area is not as busy as other parts of the park. The hollow artificial ‘mountain’ was built out of brick in 1817 with a splendid 11m-high and 14m-wide interior dome.

A series of waterfalls flows down the mountain, decorated on the outside with vegetation. Climb to the top to get a view of the Casa del Pescador. Another capricho (folly) created for the king by architect Isidro González Velázquez, this little pink fishing hut sits in the middle of a pond.
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GETTING AROUND

Rent a bike or scooter to get around the park. Several docking stations for the BiciMAD electric bikes can be found close to the park’s entrances.




The Philippines Exhibition

The Palacio de Cristal is a beautiful greenhouse with a rather dark past. The cast-iron structure was built to house flora and fauna for the 1887 Philippines exhibition and its curved glass roof was a marvel of engineering at the time. By the pond outside the Palacio de Cristal, native Filipinos in traditional dress were gawked at. While many Spaniards were unaware of this gruesome episode, the human zoo was publicly condemned in a 2021 exhibition held in the greenhouse by Filipino artist Kidlat Tahimik.

Landscaped Gardens

When Retiro fell into public hands, the gardens had not recovered from the damage done by Napoleon’s troops and had to be completely re-landscaped (pictured). Starting from scratch, new gardens were created. One of the most iconic is the Jardín del Parterre, with unique shapes thrown by its Mediterranean cypresses. It’s thought the lower branches were severely pruned after the trees were afflicted by a blight, giving them their peculiar form.

Also worth seeking out are the pretty La Rosalida (rose garden), trellised and walled Jardines de Cecilio Rodríguez. Named after Retiro’s former head gardener, the latter is famous for its population of peacocks – they hit the headlines during the COVID-19 pandemic when they went searching for food around the streets of Madrid!


EL ÁNGEL CAíDO

The work of Ricardo Bellver, this statue of Lucifer was inspired by by English poet John Milton’s Paradise Lost, and cast in bronze in 1878. It sits on a specially made fountain that features gurning devils spitting out water at exactly 666m above sea level. A copy of this statue can be seen up close in the Real Academia de Bellas Artes de San Fernando.





WALKING TOUR

Carlos III’s Grand Plan


King Carlos III made quite an impression when he arrived in Madrid. He lost no time in reshaping the city and is still well remembered by locals. Beginning at the gate to the city, this walk takes you down to Paseo del Prado, where you can admire the monumental vision of a progressive ruler.



START

Puerta de Alcalá

END

Real Jardín Botánico

LENGTH

1.2 km; 30 minutes
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1 Grand Entrance

Begin this walk just outside Retiro park at the stunning Puerta de Alcalá. Now looking better than ever after a €3-million facelift, this monumental gate to the city was created at the behest of Carlos III. It’s one of many changes the enlightened ruler made when he first arrived in Madrid in 1759.

2 Grand Avenue

Carlos wanted to give Madrid a makeover, and the Paseo del Prado was part of that project. One of the principal architects was Ventura Rodríguez, who designed the fountains along this grand avenue, including the Fuente de Cibeles. If you happen to see a football scarf around the Greek goddess’s neck, this means Real Madrid has won a match!

3 Progressive Institution

Dragging Spain into the modern era, Carlos III founded many institutions, such as the Banco de España. Though this head office along Paseo del Prado was inaugurated later in 1891, Goya’s portrait of Carlos still graces its walls and the king is well remembered for encouraging commerce and stimulating Spain’s economy.

4 Fountains Galore

Carry on down the pleasant green passageway between the main roads (closed off to traffic on Sundays between 9am and 4pm). Before the invention of the motor car, this used to be where people in Madrid came to see and be seen on evening promenades. When you reach another roundabout, take a moment to admire the Fuente de Neptuno, another of Rodríguez’ iconic fountains.

5 Museo del Prado

Further down on your left you’ll see the Museo del Prado. When Carlos III commissioned Juan de Villanueva to construct this building three years before he died in 1788, he envisaged it as a museum of natural history. Part of this project was the botanical garden right beside the museum.

6 Botanical Garden

Here, the king’s original vision continues and the Real Jardín Botánico are still used for research purposes. However, visitors are welcome to roam around the pretty grounds. Entry costs €4, though you can also look through the railings at the beautiful flowerbeds if you don’t fancy going in.



EXPERIENCES

Check Out the Views from CentroCentro Rooftop views

map Google map

One of Madrid’s more surprising and diverse cultural spaces, CentroCentro is housed in the grand Palacio de Comunicaciones. It has cutting-edge exhibitions covering 5000 sq metres over four floors, as well as some stunning architecture. Best of all is the Mirador de Madrid on the 8th floor. It costs €1.50 to access the rooftop, which offers gracious views along the elegant Gran Vía.

Watch Tapestries Being Made at the Real Fábrica de Tapices Artisanal workshop

map Google map

The Real Fábrica de Tapices is one of only a few European workshops where you can still see tapestries being made. A guided tour takes visitors through rooms lined with artisans patiently weaving wooden bobbins through vertical thread ‘skeletons’ that drop from huge wooden frames. The guide explains production techniques that have been passed down ever since King Felipe V brought the Vandergoten family of master craftspeople over in 1721. Initial works closely resembled Flemish tapestries – until a young Franciso de Goya arrived on the scene. New to Madrid and immediately fascinated with the vibrant city, Goya began to design tapestries that portrayed the lively scenes he saw around him. While his depiction of El Rastro market is displayed in the building, more of Goya’s tapestries are on display at the Galería de las Colecciones Reales .

Marvel at the Caixa Forum’s Vertical Garden CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE

map

Seeming to hover above the ground, this brick edifice is topped by an intriguing summit of rusted iron. On an adjacent wall is the jardín colgante (hanging garden), a lush vertical wall of greenery almost four storeys high. Inside Caixa Forum map Google map, there are four floors of exhibition space awash in stainless steel and with soaring ceilings. The exhibitions are always worth checking out and include photography, contemporary painting and multimedia shows.

Explore the Cutting-Edge Museo La Neomudéjar MODERN ART GALLERY

map Google map

Probably the least famous and most intriguing of Madrid’s galleries is the Museo La Neomudéjar, housed in an enormous industrial space close to Atocha station. Formerly a training centre for railway employees, the independent gallery showcases artwork that goes beyond the conventional to embrace the deeply political, including feminist, queer and anti-capitalist themes.



LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Budget €€ Midrange €€€ Top End
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Eating

Fancy Spanish Food

Vinos de Bellota €€

map Google map

Excellent dishes, particularly the fideuà (fish and seafood noodle dish). noon-midnight Tue-Sat, to 7pm Sun

La Tasquería €€

map Google map

Michelin-starred versions of Madrid casquería (offal) dishes. 1.30-4pm & 8.30-11pm Mon-Sat

Restaurante Castelados €€

map Google map

Generous servings of bull’s tail and crispy croquettes, in a pleasantly unpretentious setting. 12.30-5pm & 8pm-1am

Restaurante Mercado de Ibiza €€

map Google map

Stylish restaurant offering traditional fare such as ropa vieja (beef stew) and bull’s tail. 1pm-midnight

Traditional Taverns

Hasta los Andares €

map Google map

Platters of cold meats and cheese in an Ibiza tavern. noon-4.30pm & 8pm-midnight Tue-Sun

Sazón-arte €€

map Google map

This cosy tapas bar does succulent pork cheek and rich blood sausage. 1-3.30pm & 8.30-11pm Tue, Fri & Sat

La Castela €€

map Google map

Lively tavern offering sea-food delights. 12.30-5pm & 8pm-12.30am Mon-Sat

Picnic Food

Panem €€

map Google map

Famed for its fancy treats, from cruffins to roscón de reyes (Spain’s answer to brioche). 9am-8pm Tue-Sat

Holy Grain Bakery €€

map Google map

Everything gluten-free, from doughnuts to cinnamon rolls. 9am-9.30pm

Mi Pan de Siempre €€

map Google map

The best place to pick up a freshly baked sourdough loaf. 8.30am-9pm
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Drinking

Cocktails

Inverso Cocktails

map Google map

Italian bar with traditional yet creative fare, including tapas-style pizza. 3pm-1am Sat-Tue

Farándula Madrid

map Google map

Well-crafted and inventive cocktails served in an intimate lounge bar. 6pm-1am

Fancy Schmancy

Champagne Bar

map Google map

The Mandarin Oriental hotel’s upscale bar is particularly good for romantic proposals. 1-4pm & 8-11pm
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Shopping

Bookshops

Caixa Forum

map

In the gallery’s ultra-modern lobby, mainly sells art books and magazines. 10am-8pm





Explore

Salamanca


Built just after the city walls were demolished, Salamanca’s Calle de Serrano, with its elegant buildings and posh boutiques, could almost be mistaken for a boulevard in Paris. Designed on a grid format, this housing project north of central Madrid was the brainchild of José de Salamanca y Mayol, an entrepreneur whose shady financial dealings eventually forced him to leave for Paris proper. Luxurious, affluent and chic, Salamanca is great for high-end shopping, fine dining and niche museums. It’s also home to Las Ventas, the city’s bullring. Wherever you stand on bullfighting, it is undeniable that the neo-Mudéjar landmark is a majestic piece of architecture.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: ] Metro

Metros Serrano and Velázquez (both line 4) or Núñez de Balboa (lines 4 and 5) are the most convenient stations for Salamanca’s shopping area; the latter means a downhill walk to most of the neighbourhood. Gregorio Marañón (lines 7 and 10) is best for the Museo Lázaro Galdiano. Las Ventas bullring is to the east of Salamanca and Ventas metro (with connections to lines 2 and 5) exits right onto the Plaza de Toros.


THE BEST

LUXURY SHOPPING La Milla de Oro

AVANT-GARDE GALLERY Espacio SOLO

ARCHITECTURE Plaza de Toros

CHURCH Iglesia de San Manuel y San Benito

MUSEUM Museo Arqueológico Nacional






[image: map]





1Top Experiences

   Museo Lázaro GaldianoC1

   Museo Arqueológico NacionalB7




1Experiences

1Casa ÁrabeD7

2Puerta de AlcaláB8

3Espacio SOLOB8

4Plaza de TorosF6

5Iglesia de San Manuel y San BenitoC8

6Mercado de la PazC5

7ABC SerranoB3

8Museo al Aire LibreB3

9Biblioteca NacionalA7

10Plaza de ColónB6

11Fundación Juan MarchD3

12Fernán Gómez Centro Cultural de la VillaA6




5Eating

13StreetXOB4

14El ParaguasC7

15Restaurante CañadioF3

16Bel MondoC6

17Restaurante Gallego As Pedriñas NovasF4

18La DesayuneríaC5

19El Perro y GalletaB8

20RamsesB8

21DelphinaB3

22La Mejor Tarta de Chocolate del MundoC8




6Drinking

23CarmenBarB5

   CircusXO(see 13)

24Magerit Cocktail BarC7

25Fénix Cocktail BarB6

26Manolo BakesE3

27La Colonia UltramarF4

28La MerendonaE6




7Shopping

29Bimba y LolaB7

30Adolfo DominguezB7

31TiahraC5









TOP EXPERIENCE

Museo Lázaro Galdiano


This imposing early-20th-century Italianate stone mansion belonged to Don José Lázaro Galdiano, a businessman and patron of the arts. His private collection, bequeathed to the city upon his death, contains 13,000 works of art and objets d’art, including paintings by some of Europe’s grand masters.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

Unless you have a special interest or want a souvenir, the guides on sale at the entrance are unnecessary – the English and Spanish texts on display are excellent.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for tickets and opening hours.



Checklist of Old Masters

No one can dispute that Don José Lázaro Galdiano (1862–1947) had a fantastic eye for art. During his lifetime, he amassed an eye-popping collection, and there’s enough here to merit this museum’s inclusion among Madrid’s best art galleries.

While he had a particular fondness for Spanish art, there are rooms dedicated to the French, Italian, Flemish and English schools. Highlights include works by Hieronymus Bosch, Lucas Cranach and John Constable. Of course, the Spanish masters of the Siglo de Oro (Golden Age) are well represented with names like Francisco de Zurbarán, Claudio Coello, Bartolomé Esteban Murillo and El Greco. And, as if this roll call wasn’t enough, there’s even a painting in Room 11 attributed to Diego Velázquez.

Goya

As is often the case, Goya belongs in a class of his own. He dominates Room 13, while the ceiling of the adjoining Room 14 features a collage from some of his more famous works. Some that are easy to recognise include La maja desnuda (The Young Lady Undressed), La maja vestida (The Young Lady Dressed) and the frescoes of the Ermita de San Antonio de la Florida.


The Best of the Rest

This remarkable collection ranges beyond paintings to sculptures, bronzes, miniature figures, jewellery, ceramics, furniture and weapons. The ground floor is largely given over to a display setting the social context in which Lázaro Galdiano lived, with hundreds of curios from around the world on show. The lovely 1st floor, which contains many of the Spanish artworks, is arrayed around the centrepiece of the former ballroom and beneath lavishly frescoed ceilings.

Don’t miss the top floor’s Room 24, which contains some exquisite textiles. Apart from the permanent collection, the museum hosts temporary exhibitions of contemporary artists, whose works are interspersed with Lázaro Galdiano’s collection on the 2nd and 3rd floors.


QUICK BREAK

Close to the museum, Cervecería José Luis is where the young and wealthy come to sip bottled mineral water and order tortilla de patatas (Spanish potato omelette).





TOP EXPERIENCE

Museo Arqueológico Nacional


The Museo Arqueológico Nacional contains a spectacular selection of artefacts behind its grand neoclassical facade. The excellent permanent collection includes finds from prehistoric to medieval times. With a vast array of Roman statues, Greek vases and ancient coinage on display, there’s no danger that you’ll come away disappointed.



map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

If you’re short on time, prioritise visiting the museum’s highlights. Pick up a flyer at the entrance with a map showing the standout treasures and their corresponding rooms.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for tickets and opening hours.



Grand Entrance

Founded in 1867, the Museo Arqueológico Nacional occupies the sprawling Palace of the National Library and Museums. The palace is an architectural marvel – a 19th-century neoclassical building with a large central courtyard, filled with ancient statues.

Visitors are welcomed with an audio-visual installation showing Spain’s various periods, which span Roman, Visigothic, Islamic and Christian rule. From here, embark on a chronological journey through 40 galleries spread over multiple floors starting with prehistory, then exploring Roman Hispania, Muslim-era Al-Andalus and the Middle Ages, up until the reign of the Reyes Católicos (Catholic Monarchs).

Tactile Displays

Notable tactile displays to keep an eye out for include ‘From Iberia to Hispania’ and ‘The Unity of the Roman Empire’. They provide insight into Spain’s Romanisation, which brought profound changes to its culture, governance and architecture. ‘Andalusian and Mudéjar Architectural Decoration’ is another fascinating installation that highlights the lasting and enriching Moorish influence on the country’s architecture and aesthetics.


Museum Showpieces

In Room 13, you’ll find the museum’s showpiece, the Lady of Elche – an exquisite stone sculpture of a richly adorned woman, excavated at an archaeological site near the town of Elche in southeast Spain. This icon of Iberian culture remains shrouded in mystery, spawning theories of her identity as a goddess, priestess or deified aristocratic woman. Another distinguished Iberian dama sits in Room 11: the Lady of Baza is a carved limestone anthropomorphic urn from the 4th century BCE.

Displayed in Room 23 is the bejewelled crown of King Recceswinth, the Visigothic ruler of Hispania in the 7th century. Move over to Room 38 to see a curious currency, the Tevau or ‘feather money’ consisting of a coil of red feathers. Something more ‘modern’ is found in Room 28: Napier’s calculating machine, a 16th-century invention performing mathematical calculations.


TAKE A BREAK

The museum cafe is serviceable if a little cold and institutional. For a more relaxing break, we recommend nipping across to nearby Fènix Restobar.





WALKING TOUR

Hitting the Shops in Upmarket Salamanca


From international designers with no need for introductions to Spanish household names you will adore discovering, Salamanca is a fashionista’s dream come true. Add some terrific gourmet food purveyors and casual but classy pit stops along the way, and it’s a day to remember if shopping gets you excited.



START

Bimba y Lola

END

Calle de José Ortega y Gasset

LENGTH

2.5km; 2 to 4 hours
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1 Galician Powerhouse

Those with an observant eye will have noticed Bimba y Lola bags almost everywhere in Madrid. This Galician luxury brand has recently been taking the world by storm with its on-trend, affordable fashions.

2 Cool Comfort

Spanish fashion is not all haute couture. Camper, the cool and quirky Mallorcan shoe brand, offers chic, colourful designs that couple quality with comfort.

3 Deluxe Leather

Spain’s most recognisable luxury brand, Loewe is famed for its leather goods, most particularly its handbags available here in the splendid flagship store along with numerous accessories.

4 Feast Your Eyes

For a taste of Salamanca’s historic atmosphere, drop into the Mercado de la Paz, a beautiful late-19th-century market, for a bite to eat. Or simply wander around the stalls and enjoy a visual feast that won’t add centimetres to the waistline as you shop!

5 Stellar Student

Designer Laura Corsini has stepped out of the shadow of her teacher, famed Spanish designer Ágatha Ruiz de la Prada, to produce Bimani, a dazzling clothing brand with a range of stylish reversible dresses.

6 Cantabrian Cod

High-end Cantabrian restaurant La Maruca is rightly famed for its buñuelos de bacalao: deep-fried yet incredibly light balls of cod in a crispy batter with a dab of aioli. It also does a damn fine gooey tortilla, luxurious partridge salad and creamy lemon meringue pie, all served in a modern open-plan space with warm wooden tables.

7 Prize-Winning Pastries

Catalan pastry chef Oriol Balaguer won a prize for the World’s Best Dessert (the ‘Seven Textures of Chocolate’), and his croissants won the title of Spain’s best in 2014. His eponymous boutique is dedicated to finely crafted chocolates and cakes.

8 The Golden Mile

The world’s top international designers occupy the Milla de Oro (Golden Mile) along Calle de José Ortega y Gasset. On the south side, there’s Hermès and Chanel; around the corner in Calle de Serrano, Gucci and Cartier. And that’s just the start…



EXPERIENCES

Connect with Spain’s Arabic Identity Cultural centre

map Google map

Inspired by medieval Al-Andalus and more contemporary mosques, this late-19th-century building is a shining example of neo-Mudéjar architecture. It’s a fitting location for Casa Árabe, a public cultural centre dedicated to building cultural and diplomatic links between Spain and the Arabic world. A venue for education and dialogue, it hosts a wide array of events including film screenings, lectures, Arabic language classes and exhibitions.

As one of the venues for the annual PHotoESPAÑA festival (May to September), Casa Árabe hosts a photography exhibition during the summer. Its outdoor terrace, Jardín Alhambra Madrid, is a pleasant place to enjoy a beer and a plate of croquettes.

Make a Triumphal Entrance City gate

map Google map

The imposing triumphal Puerta de Alcalá was once the main entrance to Madrid (its name derives from the fact that the road which passed under it led to Alcalá de Henares) and was surrounded by the city’s walls. It was here that the city authorities controlled access to the capital and levied customs duties.

The first gate to bear this name was built in 1599, but Carlos III was singularly unimpressed and had it demolished in 1764 to be replaced by another, the one you see today. It’s best appreciated from the east for fine views through the arch down towards central Madrid. It was recently restored to its former glory in an operation that set back the local government €3.1 million.

Immerse Yourself in Digital Art Gallery

map Google map

Embedded among the swanky outdoor terrazas in Plaza de la Independencia is Espacio SOLO, an exciting, avant-garde, interactive exhibition space that you could easily miss if you didn’t know it was there. The SOLO collection comprises over 1000 works by contemporary artists from across the world, working in a diverse range of mediums that include painting, sculpture, tapestry, AI and digital art. It’s part of a global artistic initiative seeking to promote and support contemporary art with an emphasis on experimentation and provoking conversation.

While entrance is free, you’ll need to register through its website (coleccionsolo.com) to arrange a private guided tour – the idea of which is to offer a more intimate experience with the collection, and with the exhibition space itself. It also features a spacious living room with sofas and coffee tables – perfect for a post-viewing discussion over coffee – as well as a mini theatre with a massive wide screen to view the video art.

Get Swept Away by Las Ventas Historic bullring

map Google map

From hosting bullfights to the Beatles, Madrid’s Plaza de Toros de Las Ventas has set the stage for grand spectacles for nearly a century since it was first inaugurated. Located to the east of Salamanca, Plaza de Toros Monumental de Las Ventas is a huge bullfighting ring built in the Mudéjar style. It can seat 23,000 people, making it the second largest bullring in the world.

It exemplifies an architectural trend that swept Spain from the end of the 19th century to the early 20th century. Designed by architect José Espelius, the enormous arena has influences from medieval and modern Islamic architecture, with horseshoe arches, patterned brickwork and exceptional tiling. One of its most striking elements is its puerta grande (main gate), decorated with tiles that were part of the revival of ceramic art in the early 20th century. Those with an interest in bullfighting can book an audio tour, an experience best avoided if you are against blood sports.

Marvel at Neo-Byzantine Mosaics Church

map Google map

Just across the road from Retiro park is the Iglesia de San Manuel y San Benito. Built in the early 20th century, the domed church with a white square tower is easy to spot. One of the best examples of neo-Byzantine architecture in the city, it was designed by Fernando Arbós y Tremanti. The church is open during the week from 8am to 1pm and 6pm to 8pm; it’s well worth going inside for a look at the extraordinary mosaics in its spectacular interior.


Who Was the Marquis of Salamanca?

Salamanca was named after José de Salamanca y Mayol, a millionaire known for his extreme fortunes and failures. He served as Minister of Finance, and was named Marqués de Salamanca by Queen Isabel II. The visionary behind the development of Madrid’s most affluent barrio, Salamanca also led the construction of the railway connecting Madrid to Aranjuez in 1845. Salamanca’s first financial coup was managing the government’s salt monopoly, a losing venture he successfully turned around. Years later, he fell victim to a stock market crash. Today, his stately home on Paseo de Recoletos belongs to Fundación BBVA, a non-profit hosting public cultural events.




Sample Madrid’s Best Tortilla Market

map Google map

Mercado de la Paz is a well-loved indoor market that has some of the best restaurants in the city, at a more affordable price. Built in 1882, this grand market traces its origins to the beginnings of the barrio (neighbourhood) itself. It has three rather nondescript entry points, the main one on Calle de Ayala and the other two on Lagasca and Claudio Coello. Inside, a gastronomic wonderland awaits. Fresh fruit, veggies and seafood stalls peer out from iron structures in the style of old municipal markets.

Like many of Madrid’s mercados, it has evolved with the times and many stalls are now small restaurants. Casa Dani is famous for its delectable melty tortilla. Matteo Cucina Italiana combines an Italian grocery store with a restaurant that offers one of the best carbonaras in the capital. Head over to Oh Delice Bistrot to sample its oysters with a twist – in gin and tonic or vodka spheres, lemon-flavoured smoke or ponzu sauce.

Go Shopping in an Architectural Marvel SHOPPING CENTRE

map Google map

Once the offices for Blanco y Negro magazine, ABC Serrano is a neo-plateresque building with a wonderful tiled facade that draws on Valencian influences. The century-old structure is now an upmarket shopping centre, so feel free to take a look inside. In the rooftop bar you can get a closer look at the ceramic work decorating its towers.

See Some Outdoor Art Museum

map Google map

The Museo al Aire Libre is a fascinating open-air collection of 17 abstract sculptures, including works by renowned Basque artist Eduardo Chillida, Catalan master Joan Miró, as well as Eusebio Sempere and Alberto Sánchez, among Spain’s foremost sculptors of the 20th century. The sculptures are beneath the overpass where Paseo de Eduardo Dato crosses Paseo de la Castellana, but somehow the hint of traffic grime and pigeon shit only adds to the appeal. All but one sculpture are on the eastern side of Paseo de la Castellana.

Pore over Ancient Tomes Library

map Google map

Perhaps the most impressive of the grand edifices erected along the Paseo de los Recoletos in the 19th century, the 1892 Biblioteca Nacional (National Library) dominates the southern end of Plaza de Colón. Downstairs, and entered via a separate entrance, the fascinating museum is a must for bibliophiles, with interactive displays on printing presses and other materials, illuminated manuscripts, the history of the library, and literary cafes. Our favourite exhibits are the 1626 map of Spain and Picasso’s Mademoiselle Léonie en un sillón in the Sala de las Musas. There’s not an e-book in sight.

Enjoy Artistic Riches Museum

map Google map

The fortune of Juan March, once Spain’s richest man, was made in rather murky circumstances during WWI; he used the money to support Franco’s Nationalist side in the Spanish Civil War. Despite this rather unpalatable past, the foundation that bears his name was created with the mission of promoting culture in Spain and benefiting the community. It has admirably stuck to this agenda, and exhibitions in the Madrid branch of Fundación Juan March tend to be well curated, in touch with the times and, incredibly, free. Classical music fans should also check out the website as concerts are held here; however, you do need to reserve a place well in advance.

Feed Your Ears Concert hall

map Google map

Jazz, classical music and flamenco dominate the programme in this arts centre’s spacious underground concert hall. With comfortable seats rising up around the stage and wonderful acoustics, Fernán Gómez Centro Cultural de la Villa is designed to delight music lovers. Located right under Plaza de Colón, the centre also hosts an interesting range of touring exhibitions.


A TALE OF TWO STATUES

Plaza de Colón converges the capital’s main thoroughfares of Paseo de la Castellana and Paseo de Recoletos. The square’s namesake, Christopher Columbus (Cristóbal Colón in Spanish), is immortalised with a neo-Gothic marble monument built in 1885. It rises above a traffic circle beside another emblematic structure, the Torres de Colón, commemorating Columbus’ voyage to the Americas. In recent years, Columbus has been overshadowed by another character: Julia, a 12m-tall sculpture of a young woman’s head in meditative state, designed by Barcelona-born sculptor Jaume Plensa. Intended as a temporary exhibition, it was eventually made a permanent fixture by the Madrid city council.

map Google map





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Budget €€ Midrange €€€ Top End
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Eating

Outstanding Eats

StreetXO €€€

map Google map

The fiery, edgy younger sibling of Madrid’s most famous Michelin-starred restaurant DiverXO, serves exciting fusion food. 1-3.30pm & 8-11pm

El Paraguas €€€

map Google map

Asturian dishes such as bean stew or fried veal with ham and cheese, in an elegant setting with a patio for streetside dining. 12.30pm-2am

Restaurante Cañadio €€

map Google map

Cantabrian restaurant with pintxos (Basque tapas) bar that opens before dinner service, and outdoor seating. 8am-midnight Mon-Fri, 9.30am-1am Sat, to midnight Sun

Bel Mondo €€

map Google map

Fancy Italian dining over two floors with a garden terrace, known for its carbonara. Prepare for long queues, especially on weekends. hours vary

Restaurante Gallego As Pedriñas Novas €€

map Google map

Galician restaurant with great seafood and a daily lunch menu; try the percebes (barnacles). 8am-midnight Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat, noon-5pm Sun

Brunch Picks

La Desayunería €

map Google map

All-day, authentic American brunch classics such as chicken and waffles, pancakes, eggs Benedict and delicious milkshakes. 9am-8pm

El Perro y Galleta €€

map Google map

Dog-friendly, chic and cosy spot across from Retiro park, with Spanish and American breakfast options, plus homemade pastries and desserts.

10am-12.30am Sun-Wed, to 1am Thu, to 1.30am Fri & Sat

Ramses €€€

map Google map

Luxe restaurant designed by Philippe Starck. On Sundays, enjoy champagne brunch in the patio, with live jazz/DJ set and views of Puerta de Alcalá. noon-2am Sun-Thu, to 2.30am Fri & Sat

Delphina €€

map Google map

Stylish corner cafe with classic brunch plates, pretty desserts and vegan-friendly options, plus good wine and cocktails. Live jazz on Thursdays. 8am-11pm Mon-Wed, to midnight Thu, to 12.30am Fri, 10am-12.30am Sat, to 11pm Sun

Desserts

La Mejor Tarta de Chocolate del Mundo €

map Google map

Cute cafe across from Retiro park, known for excellent chocolate cakes; choose from 70% or 53% cacao composition. noon-9pm
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Drinking

Cocktail Bars

CarmenBar

map Google map

Cocktail bar and tavern serving seafood and charcuterie sharing plates, with a warm atmosphere. 7am-1am Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat, 9am-midnight Sun

CircusXO

map Google map

StreetXO’s experimental cocktail bar offers imaginative concoctions such as the signature Huevo de Pedroche, a giant smoking ‘egg’ birthing a cachaça (mixed fruit and chocolate cocktail). 1-3.30pm & 8-11pm

Magerit Cocktail Bar

map Google map

Upscale, low-lit cocktail bar that turns into a club with DJ/live music after hours. The €30 entrance fee includes two drinks. 8pm-3am Wed, to 4am Thu, to 5am Fri, 5pm-3am Sat

Fénix Cocktail Bar

map Google map

Relaxed, stylish bar inside a hotel, with an extensive and diverse selection of cocktails. Great for enjoying drinks in a quiet yet elegant setting. 1pm-1am Mon-Thu, to 2am Fri-Sun

Cafes

Manolo Bakes

map Google map

Famous for its savoury and sweet manolitos (mini croissants), perfect bites to go with the coffee blends sourced from South America and Africa. 7.30am-9.30pm Mon-Sat, from 8am Sun

La Colonia Ultramar

map Google map

This coffee and tea shop, with personalised service for various grinds and brew preferences, has tastings and coffee/tea paraphernalia. 10am-8pm Mon-Fri, to 2pm Sat

La Merendona

map Google map

Delicious artisanal pastries and excellent Colombian coffee, wide tea selection, plus fruit and milkshakes. 10.30am-2pm & 4-8.30pm Mon-Fri, 9.30am-8.30pm Sat & Sun
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Shopping

Upscale Shops

Bimba y Lola

map Google map

A Madrid style staple, this whimsical shop offers a colourful collection of fashion items, bags and accessories. 10am-8.30pm Mon-Sat, noon-8pm Sun

Adolfo Domínguez

map Google map

This contemporary designer catapulted to fame in the 1980s and is known for his use of natural fabrics. 10am-9pm Mon-Sat, noon-8pm Sun

Tiahra

map Google map

Gorgeous handcrafted jewellery that blends Spanish and Indian design and refreshingly incorporates a focus on sustainability. 11am-9pm Mon-Sat





Explore

Malasaña & Chueca


There’s no question that Malasaña and Chueca are where the party’s at. The bohemian hangout and gay quarter lie side by side, with the boundaries between the two scenes becoming ever more fuzzy. If it weren’t for Calle de Fuencarral bisecting them, it would be hard to tell where one district ends and the other begins. On weekends, there’s almost no distinction between night and day either, with bars and clubs operating into the wee hours. Understandably, the day begins a little later here, but when it does, the area offers some of Madrid’s best shopping and eating choices, taking you under the skin of the city.
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See for eating, drinking and shopping listings
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Getting Around

[image: ] Metro

Malasaña is on a slope that runs down to Gran Vía so it’s best to begin exploring it from the top. From Tribunal metro station, head towards Plaza del Dos de Mayo before exploring the rest of the area, gradually making your way downhill to Callao or Plaza España metros. Chueca’s metro station is in the heart of the neighbourhood and opens out onto Plaza de Chueca.


THE BEST

FESTIVAL Madrid Orgullo

MULTICULTURAL MARKET Mercado de los Mostenses

GALLERY Antiguo Cuartel del Conde Duque

CHURCH FRESCOES Iglesia de San Antonio de los Alemanes

CHEEKY SHOP La Pollería
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1Top Experiences

   Museo de Historia de MadridE3

   Palacio de LiriaA2




1Experiences

1La PolleríaF4

2Museo del RomanticismoF3

3Mercado de los MostensesB4

4Iglesia de San AntónF4

5Fundación MAPFREH4

6Madrid Me MataE2

7El PentaE3

8La Vía LácteaD2

9Antiguo Cuartel del Conde DuqueA2

10Plaza del Dos de MayoD2

11Farmacía JuanseD3

12Iglesia de San Antonio de los AlemanesD4




5Eating

13Vega ÁlamoB4

14Frutas ProhibidasA2

15Cervecería La DivinaD2

16Casa JulioD3

17La Taberna de la CoplaC4

18Bodega de la ArdosaE4

19Casa FidelD4

20Pez TortillaC3

21Casa MacarenoD3




6Drinking

22La ManuelaD3

23Café GijónH4

24Gran Café El EspejoH4

25Bears BarF4

26Why Not?F5

27Club 54F5

28Toni 2 Piano BarG4




7Shopping

29Antigua Casa CrespoD2

30La OficialF4

31Amores EternosD5

32Chopper MonsterE3

33Kinda KinksC4

34El ModernoD4

35Malababa Santa TeresaG3

36MottG4









TOP EXPERIENCE

Museo de Historia de Madrid

A great place to get to grips with the history of the city, this museum traces the capital’s evolution from the time Felipe II settled the court here, and covers major upheavals like the Dos de Mayo uprising, plus the daily lives of its ordinary citizens.


map Google map
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PLANNING TIP

If you’re pressed for time, pick the era that most interests you: the ground floor covers 1561 to 1700, the 1st floor 1700 to 1814, and the top floor 1814 to 1900.
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Scan this QR code for full opening hours.



The Habsburgs

Before entering the museum, take a moment to admire its ornate doorway (pictured). This Churrigueresque structure is the work of Pedro de Ribera and portrays the sword-wielding Fernando III ‘El Santo’, the 13th-century king of Castilla who was canonised for expanding Catholic territory. Perched over the entrance, this militaristic figure has been greeting visitors since 1726 when the salmon-pink building first opened as a hospice.

The interior of the museum has a bright, modern feel to it. It presents the story of Madrid in easily digestible bite-sized texts in rooms arranged in chronological order. This entertaining narrative begins in 1561, the year King Felipe II decided to settle the court in the city, effectively making Madrid the capital of Spain.

The ground floor is dedicated to the period of Habsburg rule that ended in 1700. Here you can see the impact the dynasty made on the city’s infrastructure. Filled with models, furniture and paintings, it offers an intriguing insight into a vanished world.


The star attraction is Pedro Teixeira’s 1656 map of Madrid, drawn up just after the city walls were expanded. Bristling with religious institutions, many of which would later disappear under Joseph Bonaparte’s brief rule, some urban features surprisingly remain the same: look out for the Plaza Mayor and the grounds of Retiro park, back then a royal palace.

Also of interest are Juan de la Corte’s depictions of festivities in the Plaza Mayor, in which men on horseback flow across the square, and Louis Meunier’s prints of 17th-century Madrid where you can still see the alcázar, an ancient building that was lost after the Bourbons took over in the 1700s.


QUICK BREAK

There’s no cafe in the museum but you can easily take a break and return. Slap-bang in the middle of Chueca and Malasaña, there are plenty of options to choose from.



The Bourbons

Upstairs on the 1st floor, you can find out all about the innovations Carlos III introduced to Spain, including the founding of a porcelain factory. While this was destroyed in the Peninsular War, examples of work produced in it are on display. Carlos also gave Madrid a facelift, creating the elegant Paseo del Prado. Part of this display includes Ventura Rodríguez’ sketches for Fuente de Cibeles, a fountain that’s still one of Madrid’s iconic sights.

The real drama kicks off in the section dedicated to the French invasion of Spain and the Dos de Mayo uprising. The complex story is well sketched out in informative panels detailing how Napoleon took advantage of a power vacuum when Fernando VII tried to wrest the crown from his father. The war drove Goya a bit loopy; for an insight into why, read the panel about his seemingly innocuous painting, Allegory of the City of Madrid.

The Modern Era

The final floor is a treasure trove of early photographs of the city, prints and traditional clothing. Not to be missed are some smashing romantic paintings by Joaquín Sorolla and Francisco Pradilla. There’s also some great social commentary on how the Industrial Revolution affected the city. And if you don’t have time for this floor, you can always return as this amazing museum is completely free.


FAST WORKER

Fernando ‘El Santo’, the Catholic king in the museum’s doorway, can be seen again in the chapel. Luca Giordano’s painting of him kneeling on a cloud before the Virgin hangs above the altar. This baroque painter was so productive that he was given the nickname Fa Presto (meaning ‘works quickly’). Still, his work was excellent and it’s worth checking out this giant canvas.





TOP EXPERIENCE

Palacio de Liria

A peek into the private residence of the powerful Alba family, movers and shakers at a global level since the 16th century, this mansion is filled with priceless artworks and is a testament to their vast wealth.


map Google map


PLANNING TIP

The guided tour in English is only available from Friday to Sunday. The audio tour takes around 65 minutes. Arrive well before a tour as time slots are strictly enforced.
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Scan this QR code for opening hours and tickets.



Baroque Treasures

Not to be missed is Titian’s portrait of the third Duke of Alba, near Rubens’ copy of Titian’s portrait of Carlos I and his wife. In the painting, the duke appears rather weary looking. Carlos I and his son Felipe II used the ‘Iron Duke’ to suppress the Protestant uprisings in the Netherlands in a military campaign that directly led to the ‘Black Legend’ tarnishing Spain’s reputation overseas. Also by Rubens is a painting of Felipe IV looking a little disgruntled, perhaps because he’s close to losing to the Dutch.

Velázquez’ portrait of Infanta Margarita, Felipe’s daughter, is also of note. Though she’s much younger here, you can recognise her from Velázquez’ Las meninas. Fans of Spanish art from the Siglo de Oro (Golden Age) will also enjoy paintings by El Greco, José de Ribera, Murillo and Zurbarán.

Early Influencers

The most iconic painting in the building is Goya’s 1797 portrait of the Duchess of Alba. The White Duchess depicts María Cayetana de Silva wearing a dress decorated with bright-red ribbons. Though she has a solemn expression, a sparkle about the eyes hints at a certain naughtiness. Goya painted the duchess so many times that some speculated the two were having an affair.




WALKING TOUR

Heritage Walk

Most of the elegant blocks of flats that line the streets of Malasaña and Chueca date from the late 19th century. However, the neighbourhood’s history stretches even further back. This walk takes you past many of its most important buildings and includes private mansions, an enormous 18th-century barracks and an old beer factory.


START

Palacio de Liria

END

Museo del Romanticismo

LENGTH

1.7km; 30 minutes
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1 Grand Facade

Sitting right outside Ventura Rodríguez metro is the Palacio de Liria. Peep through the gates at the old facade, which is all that is left of the original 18th-century palace Rodríguez designed for the Alba family.

2 Parade Ground

Go up Calle del Duque de Liria, then turn left and you’ll see a huge redbrick building ahead. This is Conde Duque, the barracks built for the new Bourbon monarch Felipe V. To get to the grand entrance, you’ll have to walk around. It’s worth popping in to check out the parade ground.

3 Converted Brewery

Carrying on down Calle del Monserrat, take the second right to get to the Museo ABC, a gallery housed in what was a Mahou brewery. It’s still one of Spain’s most popular beers; production has stepped up a notch since 1890.

4 Marvellous Maravillas

Just down the road to the left, you’ll find the Convento de las Comendadoras de Santiago. The convent was founded in 1650 just after Madrid’s walls were widened, creating the area that was known as Maravillas, but the building you see dates from 1773 and is the work of architect Francisco Sabatini, who also worked on Madrid’s royal palace.

5 Monks on the Run

Carry straight on, taking a left on the main road to reach the Iglesia de Nuestra Señora de Montserrat, a baroque church that’s home to an order of monks who had to flee Catalonia during revolts against the crown.

6 Rebellious Square

Cross the road and go down Calle de Daoiz until you hit Plaza del Dos de Mayo. This square was at the heart of the fighting when Madrid’s citizens rebelled against the French.

7 Bloody History in a Hospital

You can find out more about this bloody history if you visit the Museo de Historia de Madrid – or simply stand outside and admire the beautiful 18th-century building, which was once a hospital.

8 Stop for a Drink

Finish your walk in the Museo del Romanticismo. Once the Marqués de Matallana’s 18th-century mansion, it’s now a museum with a pretty cafe.



EXPERIENCES

Celebrate Pride Festival

On the weekend following International Pride Day (28 June), Madrid rolls out the red carpet to welcome LGBTIQ+ visitors. Rainbow flags fly across the city as businesses fall over themselves to cash in on Europe’s largest Pride festival. However, the Madrid Orgullo is somewhat a victim of its own success and has lost some of its intimacy. In earlier years, bars were allowed to set up impromptu discos outside; now outdoor music is restricted to Plaza de Pedro Zerolo, Plaza del Rey, Plaza de Callao and Plaza de España. Saturday’s parade runs down Paseo del Prado and Paseo de Recoletos. Avoid the worst of the crowds by taking the cercanías (local train) to Recoletos and viewing it from there. Another event not to be missed is the annual Carrera de Tacones (High Heels Race) down Calle de Pelayo. It gets very crowded, so come early. Happily, crowded streets are likely to be the only unpleasant human interaction you’ll have during Pride week.

Get Romantic Museum

map Google map

The intriguing Museo del Romanticismo is devoted to the Romantic period of the 19th century. It houses a minor treasure trove of mostly 19th-century paintings, furniture, porcelain, books, photos and other bits and bobs from a bygone age and offers an insight into what upper-class houses were like back then. The giant dollhouse filled with animated 19th-century figures going about their business will particularly appeal to children.

The collection occupies a late-18th-century mansion that was converted into a museum in 1924 by the Marqués de la Vega-Inclán (who was involved in the creation of the chain of luxury hotels known as paradores). There’s a limit of 100 visitors inside the museum at any one time.


Phallic Desserts

In the heart of Madrid’s gay district, La Pollería map Google map sells waffle-shaped penises – on a stick – that can be smothered in toppings of your choice. The name is a play on polla, the Spanish slang word for ‘cock’: if you want churros, you go to a churrería, and for pollas, the pollería is the place. It’s so popular, there are often queues outside. Be warned, however, you’ll have to eat it out and proud on the street! There was also a coñería around the corner with the waffle being shaped like female genitalia – coño is Spanish for ‘pussy’ – but it didn’t prove as popular.




Mooch Around a Multicultural Market  Market

map Google map

Spread over three floors, the thriving Mercado de los Mostenses has recently been given room to breathe as the surrounding area has been pedestrianised, with a playground for kids added out back. But the action in one of Madrid’s lesser-known markets is most definitely inside. It’s arguably the city’s most international indoor market, with stalls selling Asian, South American and even Iranian food. Exotic ingredients abound: Black Pearl Caviar, for instance, sells roe from the Caspian Sea, while Verduras Dimar sells exotic fruits like papaya. It’s a great place to eat out, too, as the market has small restaurants inside selling Peruvian fare, Shanghainese street food and Spanish tapas. Everything, of course, is made using ingredients freshly sourced from the adjacent market stalls.

Bring a Date or a Dog Church

map Google map

San Antón is the patron saint of animals, and if you visit this church on 17 January, you’ll find lines of pet owners patiently waiting for a blessing. Shepherds sometimes bring their flocks to the church, blocking traffic across town. Many kit their dogs out in ribbons and even fur coats for the occasion. The church is also popular on 14 February, when lovers come to tie ribbons onto bars beside a casket said to contain the bones of St Valentine. Iglesia de San Antón is also said to contain the relics of San Antón himself; inside, you’ll see a replica of Goya’s painting The Last Communion of St Joseph of Calasanz. This institution is a year-round sanctuary for Madrid’s homeless, providing them with free sandwiches, hot drinks and a place to charge their phones. It takes donations in the vending machine in the doorway.

Soak up Some Art Gallery

map Google map

There’s always something great to see at Fundación MAPFRE, which is housed in an enormous mansion belonging to a former duchess. Creaky wooden floors notwithstanding, it’s a perfect venue to soak up a bit of culture. The programming generally includes one photography and one painting exhibition at any one time across the two floors, featuring excellent Spanish and international artists. Previous exhibitions have included the paintings of Marc Chagall and Leonora Carrington, and photography by Lee Friedlander and Carlos Pérez Siquier. You can easily spend the whole morning or afternoon checking out the exhibitions. Follow up by browsing its excellent bookshop and finish your visit with a drink at nearby Café Gijón, a venue with a rich literary heritage.


Discover Madrid’s Movida Historic bars

During the dictatorship, Malasaña was a rather run-down part of the city. The key to its revival was the movida, a movement started in the early 1980s in a reaction against years of repression. The most famous figure to emerge was Pedro Almodóvar. His first film, the wildly camp and outrageous Pepi, Luci, Bom y otras chicas del montón (1980), perfectly encapsulated the spirit of the time. The indisputable queen of the movida is the singer and gay icon, Alaska. If you’d like to find out more, head to Madrid Me Mata map Google map, a bar turned museum that cele-brates this period. It’s just across the road from the original movida hangout El Penta map Google map. Spain’s first disco bar, this place opened in 1976 and is still buzzing on a weekend. However, it’s best to start with drinks at La Vía Láctea map Google map around the corner. Opened in 1979, this live venue was the springboard for artists like Alaska and Radio Futura.

Make an Impressive Entrance Arts centre

map

The stone entrance to this former barracks is one of the most beautiful in Madrid. While the Bourbon cavalry no longer rides through Pedro de Ribera’s magnificent 18th-century gateway, it’s still an impressive sight. The interior courtyard is just as stunning. Home to the elite Royal Corps guards, the structure covers 60,000 sq metres.

After a fire in 1869, it stood empty until it was restored to its former glory in 2011. Antiguo Cuartel del Conde Duque map Google map is now an arts centre. As you enter, head to the information desk and galleries on the left. The gallery of contemporary art on the 1st floor is always open.

On the 2nd floor is a reconstruction of writer Ramón Gómez de la Serna’s study. A treat for fans of the 1920s avant-garde, the room is filled with surreal collages and unusual objects. Look out for the disco balls on the ceiling, broken mirrors on the walls and gun on the desk.

Hang Out in Malasaña’s Main Hub Square

map Google map

On 2 May 1808, some of the fiercest fighting in Madrid took place in what’s now Plaza del Dos de Mayo, then the site of a barracks where weapons were handed out to citizens. You can still see the entrance to the Cuartel de Monteleón in the centre of the square. Now it’s a real hub of barrio life. By day it’s the preserve of dog-walkers and families; by night, the crowds fill the square, celebrating the freedom of living in Madrid.

On most weekends, you’ll see partygoers drinking in and around the square. If you’re tempted to join in, be warned that outside the official festival days street drinkers face hefty fines of anything up to €600. Police even patrol in plain clothes to catch people out. During the pandemic, civil disobedience against these bylaws reached epic proportions, as young people, banned from gathering in discos, organised mega botellón via text messages. One gathering in Plaza del Dos de Mayo even evolved into a riot.

Marvel at Madrid’s Sistine Chapel Frescoes

map Google map

You might easily miss this church as its dour exterior is so at odds with its sumptuous interior. Known to locals as ‘Madrid’s Sistine Chapel’, the 17th-century interior of Iglesia de San Antonio de los Alemanes is lavishly decorated with frescoes by painters Francisco Rizi and Luca Giordano, as well as a fantastic trompe l’oeil cupola by Juan Carreño de Miranda.

This was originally a sanctuary for Madrid’s Portuguese population. Once Portugal was lost to the crown, King Carlos II’s wife Mariana of Neuburg asked for it to be rebranded to serve the city’s German community. These close ties to the crown mean that portraits of the Habsburg kings can be seen in medallions high on the walls.

Profits from the €5 admission fee go to the Hermandad del Refugio, the religious order at the church, helping them run one of Madrid’s biggest soup kitchens – you’ll often see a huge queue along the side of the adjacent building.


MARVELLOUS CERAMIC ART

Near Plaza del Dos de Mayo is a wonderful display of ceramic art advertising purgative teas and diarrhoea cures. The facade of the long-defunct Farmacía Juanse is a rare example of commercial ceramic art from the 1920s. You’ll notice that many of Madrid’s bars have retro-style tiled facades. While few of these are original, you can find two examples nearby: one is for a farm shop selling eggs around the corner, while another belongs to Casa Macareno, which still bears its original name – ‘Felipe Marín y Hnos’ – painted onto its well-preserved 1920 exterior.

map Google map





LISTINGS

Best Places for...

€ Budget €€ Midrange €€€ Top End
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Eating

Vegan & Veggie

Vega Álamo €€

map Google map

Great Japanese curry, rissoto and pad thai. The set lunch is generous and excellent value. 1.30-11.30pm

Frutas Prohibidas €€

map Google map

None of this scrummy fare is forbidden to vegans, even down to the excellent eggs Benedict. 10am-6pm Wed-Sun

Tapas

Cervecería La Divina €

map Google map

Typical Spanish bar famous for its generous sharable plates of staples such as patatas bravas (potatoes in a spicy tomato sauce), meatballs or calamari. 1pm-midnight Tue-Sun

Casa Julio €

map Google map

Casa Julio is a neighbourhood institution renowned for doing some of the best croquettes in town. 1-4pm & 6pm-midnight

La Taberna de La Copla €€

map Google map

Amphoras abound in this traditional yet funky bar that serves a free bite to eat with drinks. 4pm-midnight

Bodega de la Ardosa €€

map Google map

Going strong since 1892, this wood-panelled bar does a good salmorejo (cold, tomato-based soup) and tortilla de patatas (egg and potato omelette). On weekend nights there’s scarcely room to move. 10am-2am

Spanish Restaurants

Casa Fidel €

map Google map

Paired-down decor matches the chef’s philosophy of keeping it simple and doing Spanish cuisine well. 1.30-4pm daily, 8-11.30pm Wed-Sat

Pez Tortilla €

map Google map

Usually packed out with customers clamouring for its superior Spanish omelette and craft beers. noon-midnight

Casa Macareno €€

map Google map

Traditional food is done to a tee in this charming bar decorated with vintage tiles. The fish is particularly good. noon-midnight
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Drinking

Cafes

La Manuela

map Google map

Board games and cake served in a stylish cafe that preserves its original 1920s decor. noon-1.30am

Café Gijón

map Google map

Literally all of Spain’s great 20th-century literary figures came here for coffee and conversation – drink and food have been served here since 1888. 9am-1am


Gran Café El Espejo

map Google map

Once a haunt of writers and intellectuals, this architectural gem blends modernist and art deco styles and has bow-tied service. 8am-midnight Mon-Fri, from 9am Sat & Sun

LGBTIQ+ Friendly

Bears Bar

map Google map

A small space with a huge reputation for its friendly service and fun but very relaxed atmosphere. Much loved by locals. 7pm-2.30am

Why Not?

map Google map

Underground, narrow and packed with bodies, gay-friendly Why Not? is just the best place for dancing. 10.30pm-6am

Club 54

map Google map

Modelled on the famous New York club Studio 54, this nightclub has a stomping atmosphere and loads of dancing. 11pm-4am Wed-Sun

Live Music

Toni 2 Piano Bar

map Google map

Octogenarians and 20-somethings alike come to this piano bar where everyone sings together. 11.30pm-5.30am Sun-Thu, 10pm-6am Fri & Sat
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Shopping

Souvenirs

Antigua Casa Crespo

map Google map

Selling stylish espadrilles made from esparto rope – rather than imported jute – for five generations. 10am-2pm & 5-8.15pm Mon-Sat

La Oficial

map Google map

A ceramics haven that sells dishes and decorative pieces made in Spain and Portugal. It’s all sold by weight and absolutely delightful. 11am-3pm & 4-8pm Mon-Sat

Vintage

Amores Eternos

map Google map

Well-curated collection of vintage outfits going all the way back to the 1940s sorted into different decades. hours vary

Chopper Monster

map Google map

A rockabilly’s dream come true, this emporium is packed with gorgeous 1950s fashions and vintage vinyl. 11am-9pm

Kinda Kinks

map Google map

Achingly hip store with an emphasis on mod fashions. Particularly good for stylish shirts and band T-shirts. noon-9pm Mon-Sat

Offbeat Art

El Moderno

map Google map

Filled with designer items that make a bold statement, from colourful jars to wicker bull’s heads, this spacious shop is a great place to pick up a souvenir to take back home with you. 11am-9pm

Fashion

Malababa Santa Teresa

map Google map

Featuring classy Spanish-made accessories, including jewellery, handbags, shoes, purses and belts, all beautifully displayed. 10am-8.30pm

Mott

map Google map

Providing flowing and stylish fashion with some beautifully embroidered dresses, linen jackets and exquisite jewellery pieces. 10.30am-8.30pm Mon-Sat





WORTH A TRIP

El Escorial

The monumental World Heritage–listed monastery and palace complex of San Lorenzo de El Escorial is among Madrid’s most worthwhile excursions. Filled with art and surrounded by glorious gardens, King Felipe II’s 16th-century home is both a royal palace and royal mausoleum.
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PLANNING TIP

Renfe C8 cercanías (local trains) depart Madrid’s Atocha or Chamartín train stations; buses 661 and 664 leave from Moncloa. Both journeys take one hour. If you go by train, you’ll face a 15-minute uphill walk.

[image: barcode]

Scan this QR code for opening hours and to book tickets.



Historical Background

After Felipe II’s decisive victory in the Battle of St Quentin against the French on St Lawrence’s Day, 10 August 1557, he ordered the construction of El Escorial in the saint’s name. The palace was designed by architect Juan Bautista de Toledo, and after his death, Juan de Herrera oversaw its completion. Over the monastery’s main entrance, a statue of St Lawrence stands watch holding a symbolic gridiron, the rather disturbing instrument of his martyrdom (he was roasted alive on one).

Basilica & Library

Directly ahead of the Patio de los Reyes (Patio of the Kings) lies the sombre basilica. As you enter, look up at the unusual flat vaulting by the choir stalls. Once inside the church proper, turn left to view Benvenuto Cellini’s superb white Carrara marble statue of Christ crucified (1576) – it’s one of the most underrated masterpieces of the complex.

The splendid library reflects the studious side of Felipe II. Up a narrow flight of stairs and overlooking the Patio de los Reyes, it houses more than 400,000 texts in Latin, Greek, Hebrew and Arabic. Gorgeous illuminated volumes are on display here, as is the king’s fabulous collection of globes, maps and astrolabes.


Art Collection & Mausoleum

Head to the Museo de Arquitectura and the Museo de Pintura. The former tells the story of how the complex was built, while the latter contains 16th- and 17th-century Italian, Spanish and Flemish art. The route through the monastery takes you upstairs into a gallery known as the Palacio de Felipe II or Palacio de los Austrias. You’ll then descend to the 17th-century Panteón de los Reyes (Crypt of the Kings), where almost all Spain’s monarchs since Carlos I are interred.

The Salas Capitulares (Chapter Houses) are in the southeastern corner of the monastery. These bright, airy rooms with richly frescoed ceilings contain a treasure chest of works by El Greco, Titian, Tintoretto, José de Ribera and Hieronymus Bosch (known as El Bosco to Spaniards).


QUICK BREAK

Head to Calle Floridablanca for a leisurely lunch or a quick coffee. The pretty street is conveniently close and lined with restaurants and cafes with outdoor seating.
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Family Travel

Madrid is a walkable city with great transport links if children get tired. For a family day out away from the bustle, try the zoo or amusement park, both located in the enormous Casa de Campo park.



Is Madrid Good for Kids?

Madrid is extremely child-friendly. Public playgrounds can be found in many city squares and, handily for frazzled parents, there are often cafes right next to them. The Río Manzanares is particularly good for kids, especially in summer when fountains play at the Playa de Madrid.




RATÓN PÉREZ

Madrid’s answer to the tooth fairy is Ratón Pérez. Let this cute little mouse guide your child around the city via the local government’s children’s guide to Madrid.
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Scan this QR code to download the guide.



Restaurants

Families are mostly treated like royalty in Madrid. Ask for a trona (throne) in a restaurant and you’ll generally be provided with a highchair for your little rey or reina (king or queen). They might also be furnished with a piece of bread. Don’t worry if your infant starts ripping it apart and making dough balls – that’s exactly what it’s for!
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Prams

While pavements can be narrow and difficult to navigate, people usually step aside and will offer to carry prams up staircases.


Public Transport

Children under four travel for free on public transport. Those under 11 get a 50% discount.



Breastfeeding

Despite a campaign to normalise breastfeeding in public, 60% of Spanish women say they feel uncomfortable doing so. Many get around it by placing a cloth over the feeding baby.






Accommodation

Although bargains are still available, Madrid is becoming more expensive, with the luxury end of the market growing rapidly.


Where to stay if you love…

History & Pretty Plazas

Plaza Mayor & Royal Madrid Filled with some of the oldest architecture in the city, this picturesque barrio (neighbourhood) is not cheap, but it is beautiful.


OUR PICK

We Love to Stay in...

La Latina & Lavapiés

These adjacent districts are distinct: one historic, the other multicultural. You’ll find expensive but pretty inns along Cava Baja in historic La Latina and cheaper lodgings in much livelier Lavapiés. Both are famed for their fantastic indoor markets and great nightlife; La Latina caters to a slightly older crowd.



Boutiques, Theatres & Bars

Sol, Santa Ana & Huertas Madrid’s busiest hub leads to Plaza de Santa Ana in the theatre district. The cute sloping streets beyond are filled with great bars.

Art Galleries & Greenery

El Retiro & the Art Museums Madrid’s cultural hub runs beside one of the world’s most beautiful parks. Accommodation options here tend to be upscale.

Alternative Culture, Clubbing & Boutiques

Malasaña & Chueca Noisy but cheaper than other central districts. Fantastic for partying and shopping, these barrios are perfect for younger travellers.


HOW MUCH FOR A NIGHT IN...

Four-star or fancy boutique hotel from €180

Midrange hotel €90–190

Hostel €45–75



Luxury Brands & Exclusive Restaurants

Salamanca Swanky district a little far from the action in the centre but quieter at night. Great for those who want to splurge.






Food, Drink & Nightlife

Allergies & Intolerances

People with food intolerances shouldn’t have too many problems in Madrid. Common allergens are often marked on menus with symbols, so they’re easy to identify. In cafes, soy milk is the default alternative to cow’s milk; other milks are gradually becoming more popular.

HOW TO SAY

I’m allergic...    Tengo alergia...

to seafood    a marisco

to gluten    al gluten

to nuts    a los frutos secos


HOW TO ASK...

Is this gluten-free?

¿Es sin gluten?

Does this contain nuts?

¿Contiene frutos secos?

Is there a vegan option?

¿Hay alguna opción vegana?




MENÚ DEL DÍA

Set lunches or menús del día are offered in most restaurants on weekdays. It’s quite a lot of food, so if you don’t want to be overstuffed, you can ask for a medio menú. By forgoing either your starter or main course, the price will be cheaper.



Free Tapas

In Madrid, you generally get a bowl of crisps or olives free with your drink. However, some places will give you something different. If you don’t receive a free tapa with your drink, you can always enquire: ¿Y la tapa?

HOW TO… Pay the Bill

When you ask for the bill, be patient – service is notoriously slow. Say: La cuenta, por favor. While card payments have become the norm, a few holdouts only accept cash.

Splitting the bill It’s acceptable to ask to split the bill. Simply say: Queremos pagar por separado (We want to pay separately).

Tipping While it’s not obligatory to leave a tip, a few euros will be well appreciated. Don’t be afraid to be generous, as wages for waiters are extremely low. In high-end restaurants a service charge may be included, in which case a tip is not necessary.


PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to the average cost of a main course.

€ less than €12

€€ €12–20

€€€ more than €20




OPENING HOURS

Cafes and bars 7am–late

Restaurants 1pm–4pm and 8pm–midnight

Clubs midnight–5am
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Going Out

Tapeando Start the evening nibbling on tapas with an aperitivo (aperitif) or a caña (small draught beer). The typical Spanish bar is loud and brightly lit, but great fun and filled with locals. If you fancy something more substantial to eat, order a ración (large portion of food) to share with friends. Firm favourites in Madrid are calamares (deep-fried squid), Manchego cheese or cuts of cold meat.

Bar de copas For late-night drinking and an elegant ambience, these cocktail bars can’t be beaten. Food is not served here so make sure you’ve eaten something substantial before, as bartenders are generous with their pours and measures are generally not used.

Disco bars and clubs If you fancy a dance, be warned that clubs don’t generally fill up until around 2am. However, small disco bars with tiny dance floors open earlier and are lots of fun.


HOW MUCH FOR A...

Café con leche
€2

Caña (small draught beer)
€2.50

Glass of wine
€3–4

Calamari baguette
€3

Menú del día
€12.50

Set breakfast
€3.50

Fancy brunch
€20

Slice of cake
€5








LGBTIQ+ Travellers

Madrid has come a long way since the oppressive days of the Franco dictatorship – it̓s now one of Europe’s most gay-friendly cities.


Proud but Not Complacent

Madrid Orgullo

Madrid’s Pride is huge; festivities centre around the gay district of Chueca on the first Saturday in July. It can get extremely hot, and the parade down the Paseo del Prado often turns into a massive water fight – pack plastic pistols!

Orgullo Crítico

Some in the local LGBTIQ+ community feel that Pride has lost its political edge and become co-opted by big business. The counterculture Orgullo Crítico demonstrations aim to highlight the hypocrisy of the local right-wing government, which has embraced the festival but doesn’t support gay rights. In December 2023, laws protecting the rights of LGBTIQ+ citizens were revoked, meaning that discrimination against workers based on gender identity or sexual preference is no longer a punishable offence by law.


OUR PICK

Chueca

Madrid’s LGBTIQ+ community is credited with reinvigorating the once down-at-heel district of Chueca, where Madrid didn’t just come out of the closet but ripped the doors off in the process. Today, it’s one of Madrid’s most vibrant barrios. Cafes, bars and nightclubs clearly oriented to an LGBTIQ+ clientele abound.




BEYOND EL & ELLA

Gender-neutral language is being increasingly used in Spain. Instead of ‘he/she’ (el/ella), many now identify as the non-binary elle.
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VOLUNTEER FOR PRIDE

Those who volunteer to help out during Madrid Orgullo get special access to artists, floats and major events.
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Resources

• esmadrid.com For information about Pride (Madrid Orgullo). • patroc.com Has a guide and map of gay venues in Madrid. • shangay.com Pick up Madrid’s gay magazine for free in bars and shops around Chueca.






Health & Safe Travel

Madrid is generally a safe city, though look out for pickpockets. During the summer months take care, as it gets extremely hot.


Access to Healthcare

Spain has an excellent state-run healthcare system. You can get treatment for free if you bring a Global Health Insurance Card (GHIC) or a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC); enquire at your national health service before travelling. Even if you have no insurance, you’ll be treated in an emergency, with costs in the public system ranging from free to €150 for a consultation.


THEFTS

Violent attacks used to be rare, but there has been a spate of late-night muggings around Tirso de Molina metro. Other areas are generally safe, though look out for pickpockets on the metro. To make an insurance claim or get a passport reissued, report thefts to the police.
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Tap Water

Madrid’s water is the best in Spain; ask for agua del grifo (tap water) in restaurants.



Masks

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Spain was one of the strictest countries when it came to mask-wearing, with citizens having to wear them outside as well as indoors – a huge demand during hot summer months. Now, masks have very much become part of everyday life; during bad winter flu outbreaks they can be mandatory in hospitals and clinics.


QUICK INFO

Heat

Carry water and bring a hat in summer.

Alcohol

Drinking to excess is frowned upon.

Fines

Unless you’re at an officially endorsed festival, you can get a €600 fine for drinking alcohol on the street.




SCAMS

Common scams include pickpocket teams trying to distract you while using an ATM that has a skimming device attached to it that records your bank details before emptying your account.








Responsible Travel

Follow these tips to leave a lighter footprint, support local businesses and have a positive impact on communities.


Organic Kitchen Gardens

Retiro park is not only home to lots of wildlife, it also has the Centro de Educación Ambiental. These organic gardens are part of a local government initiative to promote responsible environmental attitudes. Visitors are free to walk around and admire the beautifully kept kitchen gardens. Workshops on organic gardening are often held here, though you do have to speak Spanish to participate.
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Eat a Filling Veggie Meal

El Fogón Verde in Huertas is run by a cooperative serving vegetarian fare. Ingredients are locally sourced and grown free from pesticides. The €16 set lunch menu is highly recommended.


OUR PICK

Support Street Vendors

Madrid’s population of undocumented migrants have formed a union. Show your support by buying T-shirts and tote bags at Pantera, their Lavapiés shop.
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Go Electric

Madrid has the largest fleet of electric buses of any Spanish city. The 001 line, which runs from Atocha to Moncloa via Gran Vía, is fully electric and completely free.

Docking stations for Madrid’s electric bicycles can be found all over the city; download the BiciMAD app. The 7500 bikes are made from recycled aluminium.
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Resources

• madridnofrills.com Blog that encourages sustainable travel choices. • toogoodtogo.com Pick up bargain unsold food.


LOOK OUT FOR A HUEVERíA

These farm shops keep odd hours but are worth visiting for their spectacular eggs, which are often free-range (camperas or criadas en el suelo). Also good for dried pulses and jams.



Secondhand Clothes Shopping

The Humana chain of shops is Madrid’s biggest secondhand clothing retailer and often runs special days when all items are reduced – one day a month to €1 only. Ask in store for the sales calendar.

If you prefer a more well-curated store, Malasaña is filled with vintage shops. We like Amores Eternos, Kinda Kinks and Flamingos Vintage Kilo. For a real bargain, it’s best to go rummaging about in the Rastro on a Sunday morning. Come early, as the best clothes get snapped up quickly.


SUSTAINABLE MADRID

Madrid’s official tourism website has a page that brings together all the latest information on zero-emission travel, local green spaces, locally produced artisanal goods and gastronomy.
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Find out more using the QR code.
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Climate Change & Travel

It’s impossible to ignore the impact we have when travelling; Lonely Planet urges all travellers to engage with their travel carbon footprint, which will mainly come from air travel. While there often isn’t an alternative, travellers can look to minimise the number of flights they take, opt for newer aircrafts and use cleaner ground transport, such as trains. One proposed solution – purchasing carbon offsets – unfortunately does not cancel out the impact of individual flights. While most destinations will depend on air travel for the foreseeable future, for now, pursuing ground-based travel where possible is the best course of action.

The UN Carbon Offset Calculator shows how flying impacts a household’s emissions.
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The ICAO’s carbon emissions calculator allows visitors to analyse the CO2 generated by point-to-point journeys.
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Accessible Travel

Getting Around

Madrid has upped its game considerably when it comes to accessible travel. However, not all metro and train stations are suitable for wheelchair users and pavements can be very narrow. Buses can extend a ramp on request so that wheelchair owners can get on.


OUR PICK

Madrid’s three main museums – Prado, Thyssen-Bornemisza and Reina Sofía – all offer wheelchair hire and are equipped with ramps and spacious lifts. Near the Goya entrance to the Prado, there are parking spaces for visitors with disabilities and all public spaces in the museum are fitted with magnetic induction loops for hearing-impaired visitors. The Reina Sofía allows those with the correct documentation to enter with guide dogs and runs a Museum by Hand tactile tour for vision-impaired visitors.



Airport Arrivals

Before arriving, travellers with reduced mobility can contact the Spanish airport group AENA on 902 404704 to ensure everything goes smoothly at Barajas airport. This service is free of charge in compliance with EU regulations.

Taxis

Taxi Grande Madrid has a fleet of Eurotaxi vehicles adapted for wheelchairs. The interiors of these larger taxis are spacious and can accommodate luggage too. Reservations must be made in advance.


TOILETS

Though most accommodate wheelchairs, public toilets are aggravatingly few and far between. Bars often have toilets down steep flights of stairs, so it’s better to ask to use the facilities in modern chain stores.




DANS LE NOIR

Blind or vision-impaired staff serve Catalan and Castilian cuisine in a darkened restaurant. Located close to the Palacio Real, this high-end experience has a price tag to match.



Resources

• esmadrid.com Madrid has many hotels with facilities for travellers with disabilities; options are listed in the Accessible Hotel Guide to Madrid.
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Nuts & Bolts

Opening Hours

Many businesses close during August so owners can escape the heat. While Spanish shops typically close from 2pm to 5pm, this is often not the case in the centre.

Banks 8.30am–2pm Monday to Friday

Cafes and bars 7am–late

Clubs Midnight or 1am–5am on weekends

Restaurants 1–4pm and 8–11pm or midnight

Shops 10am–2pm and 5–8pm Monday to Friday or Saturday


QUICK INFO

Time zone GMT/UTC +1 in winter, GMT/UTC +2 in daylight-savings period

Country code 34

Emergency number 112

Population 3.3 million




Abierto Open

Cerrado Closed



Smoking

Smoking is permitted outdoors, including in the open-air seating of bars and restaurants. If this bothers you, bring a fan to waft it away or sit inside. In enclosed public spaces indoors, it is banned. Do keep your voice down when smoking outside bars at night.


ELECTRICITY
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Public Holidays

New Year’s Day 1 January

Epiphany 6 January

Maundy Thursday March/April

Good Friday March/April

Labour Day 1 May

Fiesta de la Comunidad de Madrid 2 May

Feast of St Isidore 15 May

Feast of St James 25 July

Assumption 15 August

Día de la Hispanidad 12 October

All Saints’ Day 1 November

Feast of the Virgin of Almudena 9 November

Constitution Day 6 December

Christmas Day 25 December






Language


Spanish Basics

Hello.
Hola. o·la

Goodbye.
Adiós. a·dyos

How are you?
¿Qué tal? ke tal

Fine, thanks.
Bien, gracias. byen gra·thyas

Yes./No.
Sí. see/ No. No

Please.
Por favor. por fa·vo

Thank you.
Gracias. gra·thyas

Excuse me.
Perdón. per·don

Sorry.
Lo siento. lo syen·to

Do you speak English?
¿Habla inglés? ab·la een·gles

I don’t understand.
No entiendo. no en·tyen·do



Fast Phrases

What’s your name?

¿Cómo se llama Usted? ko·mo se lya·ma oo·ste

My name is …

Me llamo … me lya·mo …

Please bring the bill.

Por favor nos trae la cuenta. por fa·vor nos tra·e la kwen·ta

I’d like …

Quisiera … kee·sye·ra …

a coffee     un café oon ka·fe

a table     una mesa oo·na me·sa

for two     para dos pa·ra dos

a wine     un vino oon vee·no

two beers     dos cervezas dos ther·ve·thas

What would you recommend?

¿Qué recomienda? ke re·ko·myen·da

Cheers!

¡Salud! sa·loo

That was delicious.

¡Estaba buenísimo! es·ta·ba bwe·nee·see·mo

What time is it?

¿Qué hora es? ke o·ra es

Where’s …?

¿Dónde está …? don·de es·ta …

Help!

¡Socorro! so·ko·ro


Numbers

1

uno oo·no

2

dos dos

3

tres tres

4

cuatro kwa·tro

5

cinco theen·ko

6

seis seys

7

siete sye·te

8

ocho o·cho

9

nueve nwe·ve

10

diez dyeth




Good to Know

Note that kh is a throaty sound (like the ‘ch’ in the Scottish loch), r is strongly rolled, ly is pronounced as the ‘lli’ in ‘million’ and ny as the ‘ni’ in ‘onion’.

Spanish has a formal and informal word for ‘you’ (usted and tú, respectively). The verbs also have a different ending for each person, like the English ‘I do’ versus ‘he/she does’.

Warning: some Spanish words look like English words but have a different meaning altogether! For example, suburbio is ‘slum district’ (not ‘suburb’, which is barrio).


SHOPPING

I’d like to buy …

Quisiera comprar … kee·sye·ra kom·prar …

May I look at it?

¿Puedo verlo? pwe·do ver·lo

How much is it?

¿Cuánto cuesta? kwan·to kwes·ta

That’s too/very expensive.

Es muy caro. es mooy ka·ro



Signs

Abierto Open

Cerrado Closed

Entrada Entrance

Salida Exit

Mujeres Women

Hombres Men

Prohibido Prohibited

Servicios/Aseos Toilets

Aeropuerto Airport

Estación de tren Train station

Tirar Pull

Empujar Push

No Fumar No Smoking

Listen for

Su pasaporte, por favor. soo pa·sa·por·te por fa·vor

Your passport, please.

Su visado, por favor. soo vee·sa·do por fa·vor

Your visa, please.






LEARN A LITTLE SPANISH

Spanish (español) – often referred to as castellano (Castilian) to distinguish it from other languages spoken in Spain – is the language of Madrid.

While you’ll find an increasing number of madrileños who speak some English, especially younger people and hotel and restaurant employees, don’t count on it.

Travellers who learn a little Spanish will be amply rewarded, as Spaniards appreciate the effort, no matter how basic your understanding of the language.









Send Us Your Feedback

We love to hear from travellers – your comments help make our books better. We read every word, and we guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the authors. Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you are happy to have your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/legal.

Acknowledgements

Cover photograph: Palacio de Cibeles. Stefano Politi Markovina/AWL Images ©

Back photograph: Plaza Mayor. JJFarquitectos/Shutterstock ©


STAY IN TOUCH

lonelyplanet.com/contact



IRELAND

Digital Depot, Digital Hub

Roe Lane (off Thomas St)

Dublin 8, D08 TCV4




[image: key]
twitter.com/lonelyplanet



[image: key]
facebook.com/lonelyplanet



[image: key]
instagram.com/lonelyplanet



[image: key]
youtube.com/lonelyplanet



[image: key]
lonelyplanet.com/newsletter








THIS BOOK

Destination Editor

Annemarie McCarthy

Cartographer

Rachel Imeson

Production Editor

Robin Yule

Book Designer

Dominic Allen

Assisting Editors

Anne Mulvaney, Brana Vladisavljevic

Cover Researcher

Fergal Condon

Thanks to

Ronan Abayawickrema, James Appleton, Sandie Kestell, Kate Mathews, Caroline Treffler



Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reasonable care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about the accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maximum extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be copied, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic, mechanical, recording or otherwise, except brief extracts for the purpose of review, and no part of this publication may be sold or hired, without the written permission of the publisher. Lonely Planet and the Lonely Planet logo are trademarks of Lonely Planet and are registered in the US Patent and Trademark Office and in other countries. Lonely Planet does not allow its name or logo to be appropriated by commercial establishments, such as retailers, restaurants or hotels. Please let us know of any misuses: lonelyplanet.com/legal/intellectual-property.

Published by Lonely Planet Global Limited

CRN 554153

8th edition – Mar 2025

ISBN 978 1 83758 742 1

© Lonely Planet 2025 Photographs © as indicated 2025





[image: How To Use This eBook]





[image: Cross Promo]




[image: button]


[image: button]


[image: button]


[image: button]


[image: button]





EPUB/images/el-rastro-madrid-spain-blake-horn-A7402779_1.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2140456279.jpg





EPUB/images/128-1.jpg





EPUB/images/arrow-green.png





EPUB/images/148-1.jpg





EPUB/images/sampler.png
The key to the perfect trip

Lonely Planet eBooks make trip planning and
on-the-road travelling easier than ever

1. Discover amazing experiences

Gorgeous photos of top sights with links
to author recommendations help you
plan where to go.

Montenegro’s Top 16

Sveti Stefan

© Sights

Sveti Stefan Beach
The main point of coming]
time horizontal as possib)

3. Plan your perfect trip

Search for destinations, bookmark
favourites and add notes to
customise your guide.

2. Content when you need it

Downloading eBooks on the road is
simple, and you can carry as many
guides as you need.

4., Essential online travel info

Links to the best business and travel
websites bring all the info you need into
one place.

Features you’ll love while on the road...

Central Perth

© sights
2 Bl Tower — —
3 Perth Institute of Contemoo?

Double tap
then pinch
and zoom

Art Gallery of Western Australia
(- ] ar ]

Art Gallery of Western Australia
(e

Map links to reviews mean
you can find info quickly.

'
'

'

'

'

'

I

'

'

i

'

'

'

Top Sights '
I

- '
'

'

'

'

1

'

I

'

'

'

'

1

Zoom-in maps make it easy ! Offline maps mean no
i to navigate in a new place. data-roaming charges.





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1717617082.jpg






EPUB/images/151-2.jpg





EPUB/images/62-1.jpg





EPUB/images/12-sol-wt-pk-mdr8.jpg
Recoletos (3)

1
o
&l P
B o N
S ]
2 S 3
8 &2 5
=5 t%) &
3l hs &
AR = i) gy
, -
> &
Qf

FEIN
Sgésg}new\ep 9

cdela Aduana »
O
Cde Sevilla O G
BNy 8 drazo
e Savila B Clelost
coe ¢ Q
&
= 3 CdeArtaban 8
@
Plazade
Canalejas
Sz
C}& 7y :
s
CPQ’@ B

® o 200 m
0

0.1 miles





EPUB/images/madrid-pk-cc.jpg
Temperature °C/°F Rainfallinches/mm

40/104 — —6/150
30/86 —
—4/100
20/68 — '

- ] .
0/32

J F

..l [
™M A ™M J J A g 5 5

N D





EPUB/images/shutterstock_635306381.jpg






EPUB/images/btn-bn-ptnr.png
Barnes & Noble






EPUB/images/shutterstock_453303412.jpg





EPUB/images/metro.jpg





EPUB/images/13-thyssen-ts-pk-mdr8.jpg
Museo Thyssen-Bornemizsa

Second Floor

Kin He Vil ElGreco, Caravaggio &
Tintoretto & José de Ribera:
Titian: Room 11 Room 12

First Floor

Degas'  Sargent's
Swaying ~ Onion Seller
Dancer

Room 47

Ground Floor

Baroness' Collection:

RoomsAtoJ Tidket Office






EPUB/images/42-1.jpg





EPUB/images/3icon.gif





EPUB/images/11-la-latina-lavapies-pk-mdr8.jpg
Plaza_
o CMeyot \ \Mayor >
2 \
= \
fg? Ca, Sae,' ©  Plaz
S
o ety %, Condede §
P([jaez[a 6,% Barajas 5"
Jardindel  Corddn Cae | A &
- ot 7 laza
Cde Segovia Principe 50 de Puerta Plazade
lona se%m“a Cerrada
O % Posadé il Drag6 ey NG
q'§° %-y @Plazade 2 =,
C,
N % 1a P Costanilla de Posada del %,
Cdeld ©laPaja sy pedio 5)
DR ?B Palaciods” s Aendio - Lednde Oro s
6\\\3 i los Vargas ‘ﬁ' @ _@
G}g, Museode & e
s @ s:dro ©gg gl
%0 Capllla del Pl D cak w5 7
Oblspo aza e x Ca[le de [aCavahlia § %
Cava Baja i i
Plaza dela v
y "a‘\é\sﬁ‘) Cebada 1325 e laCepags o
S
g— Mercado @ Jatatina Plavade
[ALATINA ~ Z delaCebada & 2@ Cascorro
2 %Ry g0
Cge Lciers % a % R0 /%/
G =3 %
. % § e
é\m%e 9l Mediogty Grand %‘ C?@\"’ 3
. 2
Plaza General
Vara del Rey = El Rastro
e (2]
S \ RO D d
& & | owe® @ Museo de Artes y
2 <5 {11} Tradliciones Populares
7 2
§’ C del Carmeio— ¢
Jcd o < ‘((%7 o C et
) =5 &
5 CdeCepitan % s & ELRASTRO
SanMartinez %, o = =
v o 2 D@
© g g ¥
» S 8 0% et
Glorieta'de L _——===77 o
Puerta de Q7 Puerta de 5
Toledo & Toledo Plaza =
% Campillo del 8
& N Mundo Nuevo 3
e?o“@‘\ § % 7% o o [
$° S 2
2o ol 2
a « g
A 2
g
2

A 0 200m
® o 01 miles
o
Cdegy 8’\%
e
% Bolg, ol p Plaza de
Och, Jgg% 5 Plaza Santa Ana | de\P‘ado
Benavgnte delAngel
Cdela & de
Carcepein £ S Huerys HUERTAS
&
B S e
SF Bl 8 & %% U
=~ T o C/
S g & 58 4= Anten
o5 3 & 52 g L L
s g8 = artin 5
Plaza de &5 58 9 Anton
Tt e g
MOl”Edera CdefBMagdaleha = Cine
= DU
0= c& poré_ ¢,
Sala Equis CdelaCabeza 9 5 4@%
i AN
30 CidelOlmo 2 Mercado de
et Jafio 5 [Mercado de y
“\ Ol cd%ca Q I S AntonMertn
§ o < {$ g 5 ‘3%
cese w2 2 SR 4
enc /%u,/_ % (}g\a‘ CTres Peces 2 ﬂé/% 0&
° I
dee® \ éﬁ/@ﬁ
Z’y\e‘“‘a“as CdeSan Carlos o
N Q (2]
o o £ |8 »
\ S (o} 3 (53
9 LAVAPEES 2 £lf B
{9 Q S Ve g ©
o B Q X o g o &
w2 % 3 8 & 5
®% % %, S 5
b, %) 2 2, 06
% %, o Plaza de
%, S o Lavapies
%% ?}% = o“@z % () Lavapiés O%/
% @ iy B B
©. & o
(] @ AN Q s S&
o = o o - (53)8
o ‘% Mercado @ O Escuelas % © Soro
% de sa"ﬂ Pias de % <
% "% Fernando San Fernando &
g % ) &
g dZ(;aS‘“o - SERN \ q?%
< < % H
8, 9
® %0
'y
é”«\ =
% k)
A
% v a
£
0Nda g Glorieta cle
e o Embajadores






EPUB/images/12-sol-huertas-pk-mdr8.jpg
% O%/ Metr (10)
& % g s éé" 2 Sevila@ ™! o Il
(1] SV A 90\ \ & &
< S B R g 2 [:2] =z
= i1 2L D
& S & ¥ ‘ o &, £
& y — & i
o) 2 Plaza de la ‘ e @ Sevilla g o o
deIA,sn . ¥ Puerta NoAd N 2. delosMad@Z0-q ge Marqués )
% del Sol @Sol ge 22 ‘é, deCasaRiera &
CasaMuseo @ = Osoy e %
de Ratén Pérez 7012 CUEAEENS Teatrodela
@% Carrerade SanJeronimo o Plaza de CdeZorilla
@ 5 v Canalsjas Zarzuela &
a CHReS 2 Casaco iz 5 WR) &® =
o Correos FRCTY, 26 RIS La 54
g 2 1 Cde ﬁ R %@0“ % Venencia & Ateneo| | Cay, @
N S 3 S @®a K3 o° o 2 S g 0
SN praz & LBy o QU S 3 | H  Glentiip, “San .
N Mayor & s 3 gS0L™g oSy Literarioy | Plazade
TRk & dg g A 3 Plaza de e 5 /;l"mstlco de | lasCoites
S 7 - o 2 i
ARIEN C o % Tableo™ns Santa reao & -, 6‘1’:‘;\)@0
L ] F ol 2 <
o, 9805, lamenco 1911 @E Ana Espgnal &,@gﬁg )
B Hammam al-An;g7us 2 Pz Plaza.del «é: Cg‘i/”ege 2 D Cance
O “deJacinto 1 % antesz @@ Lopede Vega
ST 4 Angel 2 o 7
0 N Benavente 9& @ = Cerveceria ﬁ: 5 © 1 Cde G2
Imprenta Cdela $ Alemana Ty BB ST @ Plaza 9
Municipal- Concepaion 14 i 2D 5 R ‘fl{@ de JesUs \lega%
) Artes del Libro deronimp g Py Morcitd [&] xS é leLope de Ve, Cdeloped® 3
Caey, § S y Mercado de © Convento 2
o § sk o - lasRanas | S de las Trinitarias 2
2 g 39 O & HUERTASS —Ca y
3 o9 9 2% / Sg 5 S.
-~ Plazade & i3 2 Anton S Nt Margy {21) Cde a5 Hisiths
Jirsode (8] Martin § ) ; cd
N Moling CdelaMagdalena Plazade @C‘? (37) R D geMorain Sanep "
0 Anton Martir (
®o ormics " & ® s
CdelaCabeza Antén % 7}

(DMartin

—Cde

@‘énica






EPUB/images/GettyRF_984524422.jpg





EPUB/images/27-1.jpg






EPUB/images/shutterstockRF_118549654.jpg
AT

M 3 T avre
> nm 1 1

Tinfire i. ROy =,

Ve
[
I
.
Al
-

&
-
-
a
=
-
=
-

-
N

b






EPUB/images/2icon.gif





EPUB/images/social-icon-instagram.png






EPUB/images/shutterstock_726488932.jpg





EPUB/images/arrow-red.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstockRF_213007045.jpg





EPUB/images/25-1.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstockRF_308324615.jpg





EPUB/images/key-eat.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1569379534.jpg





EPUB/images/27-3.jpg






EPUB/images/14-salamanca-pk-mdr8.jpg
‘\ 4 B ’ ‘ A ‘ELLANA‘ a‘ 4 » e
3 & 2
u ’ e ¥ R ) n

Cde Mariade Moling = C de Maria de Molina Amicalny

| & s ‘ P o
a o § o Gattano. | | ‘ B
M?ranon < (\e@‘? S| aro Galdian: %{p e
< José Luis. ) I o P
= g v : Cdel General Orga — Cdel General Orsa Zy &
< g\ 3 N
T 2 |
== °'
i)
S Gloriety i3 I v (2
S i c(l; gg;la/f 2 3 — 5 1§ CdeDiego de et
7 \ g 2 ! 3 o o o |
B e Bl b & 3 K = I3
Sl & < - 8 ‘
| o O 5 8 g 25 2 CdeMaldonado. =
C de Rafael o T & 1574
| = |
| o
ietace @ —Cde: D ——— —— | e L - &l
R(u;lg? Daro) Rubén e Juan Bravo v r— = CdeduanBravo F— a
mnano Balboa & deleén ||
5] @
L ie 2
3¢ e CaePadly =T q«f . ; € Coeata
& i
N Juan March fal
5 SALAMANCA 5
2 |
(o]
— —CdeJosé Ortega y Gasset : = ‘ l T CdeJosé Ortegay Gasset
Zde T |
 ALMAGRO | RO ‘ o E‘Zﬂia Tu@ O g
Cde Zurbaran CdelMarqués de Villamagna <= . - = : = Cde DonRamén de s Cruz_—
ad ; 8
Cde Ferando el Santo i = @ — CdeAyala—— o = == — CdeAyala = ,% =
[ 2 o 2 S
a Mercado de gy gy ) £ 5
laPaz 3 8 © 2 i s =
RECOLETOS S = i 1= T b=t ()4
2 I § E g 19 = 2 ©
T -8 Cdelg Hermositla m— g 2 No— g; CdelaHermosila § Goya ®
/ = i @ﬁ & | 'S i< 3} £ o bl i
K %@u 2 < 5 | & a
o 1l i i ‘ S GOYA ‘
6 = @swano 8- CdeGoya o . C de Goya " e = = Cde Goya
/ a 2 Velazquez
S |
I 4 vull Plazade
.Lé | = o Salyador.
O 1 £ & Dali
i 0 = ] C.de Jorge Juan é =
| 3
R ‘ S 7
= Casa‘ @Pnnclpe I .
Arabe . deVergara -
& Nacional et — CeViane 20
C g USTICIA ~
S, L Z S
P = Cdel Conde de Aranda . | e %
; ) i D |
—Cde Colimela | R p\\oa\ - &)

400 m

Espacio @ o
SOLO |Retiro @ - :
s, Plazadela v SHO ;

”‘%/ndependenclayg @ 0

- Fen: I
Restobar m@ 2 g Gen \ -~ - B - ! - ﬂ

0.2 miles






EPUB/images/shutterstock_668209702.jpg





EPUB/images/light-rail.jpg





EPUB/images/tram.jpg





EPUB/images/key-drink.gif






EPUB/images/11-lavapies-wt-pk-mdr8.jpg





EPUB/images/icon1.jpg
WMAJ

N/





EPUB/images/shutterstockRF_283420898.jpg





EPUB/images/Madrid_-_Malasana_Farmacia_Juanse_1.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_446216104.jpg





EPUB/images/2icon-a.gif





EPUB/images/cover.jpg
< planet

}

POCKET






EPUB/images/shutterstock_2324035687.jpg





EPUB/images/icon3.jpg





EPUB/images/social-icon-facebook.png





EPUB/images/97-1.jpg





EPUB/images/LPI-25413-4.jpg





EPUB/images/150-1.jpg





EPUB/images/40-1.jpg





EPUB/images/Ruta_3__Teatro_Real.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstockRF_246123103.jpg





EPUB/images/10-plaza-mayor-royal-pk-mdr8.jpg
PIazade[a @5’ | 2 (B '
Encarnacion 1 [

ElCafé de. 5%
0 <]
la Opela , § <

cde e
|Plazade| | Felipe x

| Noviciado @

Ny / Plazade
. Plazade el 4 Piora Fiors San Mertin
Flora! -

| -
A0 200m
@ 0 0.1 miles &
‘
Q " Plazade @ MALASANA ||
% Espafia
SR =\ Nowclado@ . 4 ~
R & Cde Manzana |
d é,@\t>5<‘~L‘ -
a %
o =
‘ % E a
£ 2
2 Il ]
& CPyags 5 \
S e o )
Rlp, g T K%
Q lorg, A
% < % el Mg
3 "% ol ‘
% 3 | Cdela & “Plozade’
2 N Serta Mo s
\ z P | oleda
% ) 'bq’\& & g \
la Marina Eg 'Dgfnr;rt&o G S &
‘ Espzif?ola‘r ) ) @@ = /Q&% - <
; caetoiid o Ocr () / cABSA 65%
\ .p%, Crg QSantp \
g, T el
%6 ;% o %,é “,oﬁw;)[ z Cde Jacometrezo —_ GranVia n
S S (a8 de | f iR a
Conventodela &y > &° e Santo anllao 7
Encarnaclon Q 2| Domirgo CobPreciados |

CENTRO

' [sabel Il | ‘9
C‘%s s Teatro || (@) Opera & % &
~ Real . N : 4 3
Plaza e la @ s El"ié'ié/ 3
le Requena . <O ,(»;de\ﬁ Cldela S Plaza de
Plazade® © del Conde Pasadizo de la Puerta
||| Ramales 53 e’“"s\‘ Chocolateria San Ginés, del Sol
| ¢ de San Ginés Y2 _ Oso -
I e \ Churreria- cMayor ~@sall
% ol de . Chocolateria 1
L % i | (3 C del Correo,
| S Santiago %o > Chocolateria D Las Farolas S
& S dgege™ \ Tacita de Plata % Bl © Almacén de
‘ el Cat o Pontejos
& San Nlcglsa’: 520& e % I~ ) gg::g:;’lgo i
o losServitas 0D \r\\\ '.Plaza Mayor = ¢
< Monumentoa = Mercado de @ @ S
T ; las Victimas de v San Mlguel RR ge H68@si San [sicro
T W”se" - 8| Pazadel®S, ¥ R@ P
rque del e “‘&90 Condede * % o B gy,
ir Mohamed | - 0o Convento 5 Barajas caasoon ‘ -
~ delCompus ~ o [71©®) ® ©) Casa abolanems Azo%

Crquerde@ Cafédel Coden |

Ploza del O Monaguillo [ / \ ygg

Alamillo™ ... CeeSB® Coudfileros Plazade| o

¢ — B Puerta | @
{ | gde\“\m \ Certada |G

ap)\Y> | aj o

Latonenos

: Cristi. % d% Hemsnz |
(A % Plaza del Cdé.sa” '%n 3?; |

~ CdelaConcepcign Jeron 0>






EPUB/images/shutterstock_2218804781.jpg





EPUB/images/walk.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstockRF_270639494.jpg





EPUB/images/type-c-4C.jpg
Type C
220V/50Hz





EPUB/images/144-1.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyRF_529810759.jpg
=

0

i






EPUB/images/LPI-25413-6.jpg





EPUB/images/LPI-23456-47.jpg





EPUB/images/13-el-retiro-art-museums-pk-mdr8.jpg
a a  C) (D]
Retiro o Q‘DO““e“ Monmﬁa. 7] G%B n

ta R A
n Bancode i 5{19623 rée la p(g,),a Plazgg’gm[ R (1] 0%
A enael %
@ESpana (M Acals "98Indepencencia et REy | @y Cdel Dostr Castelo
) D
coe greas G ieles 0o 1 Ry % Cde Meng?c? < %E 2
(M} CValenzuely Sy 8 k) - g
Bancoidid CentroCentro 2 % > i g L\ Ibiza g & =
Espaia paseo CdeMontalbén—— = Pasebd® CoO = \ : Al © LuE i
CdelosMadiaZo- Mpeag del 8 \ %a ® 5] & b
Prado o ) ® () % >
Thyssen- Cde Juan de Mena Estanque M et ?%. %
= Bornemisza Plaza Parque del Grande® * Alfonso Xi : 3 ®
a o dela | Cdef Antonio Maura Buen Retiro \ z - Cdel Alcalde S
%8y Lealtad. . Estanque. S 5 e Séinz de Barandsy
e 9)% 5 dgfgzn RETIRQ ) 2 a8
en = e jore
\ped® Plaz8 de Neptuno @ Retiro Jardin del pase ™ Jardines del caamoce & e
oo (Plaza d Canovas S FeiPe E Fpe® e ° Polbcio e, Arauitecto
HUERTAS . del-Castillo) 2 el 2 ° Vef'c"’ le' Herrero Palacios
CdeCornvantes pyzn ) Ij;les:a de San 3 azqyez
. & Jeronimo ElReal ©
de Jesus @ C Casado del Alisat Paseo San Pablo ?0 il
Cablag 3 ||Museo caveroBosch 2 Palaciode e Cetilo®
e ¢ delPrado % Cristel- |- Rodriguez Y
b » \
G deMoratin %; Plaza de S f’!ﬁir[;i LiE cde Pioe@‘o B
o 9 p Jardin | ©
8 3 |[Muilo delos <
Cdal £ 9 : Plantele A
D o GObemado,, ] JERONIMOS s g de“‘“g‘\m ® g ~ fr?iloe;“
HAnten | CAlnagg, 9 Caixa  Real ElAngel  'pese®
Martin L & = Forum BJagnmn G v
t osaleda
o e aooH vl e
i %y . i ;ama““ Garden)
n ’%@ & Pase o8
A o
Centro de Arte @ @léstla:lon at o
ebAfte B
Reina Sofia @< @ 1" 9 g





EPUB/images/13-el-retiro-wt-pk-mdr8.jpg
cde A\C@l.....o. ﬂ_].

2 S 6 Plaza de
anco ae Cibeles
Ba’:pco ge® Espana@ assseseesset
spaia @ q
\a O
Cde A\(ﬁ@ 9 T L4 9 Valenzugla
Q@ Banco de<® g
f: (=]
Espaiia :.::E_? C de Montalban
CoRE, Madfazo ° 3
$ 38 C.de Juande Mena
° @
H &
e Plazadels i
K Lealtad C de Antonio Maura
e, °
% S \00... ~§
'7./%./7_ . 5
i, q <
Plaza de Neptung . ﬁ
(Plaza de Cénovas &= ? Gl
del Castillo) . o) -
°% S Cdela Academia
H
H
C Casado del Alisat
b LR deVesd o 6.
%‘3 :. C AlbertoBosch
Cdelse Huerag = e JERONIMOS
2 Plaza de--C de Espalter
%
8
i Cdel
Q ] Gobernagor
hnton oy (s SEno
Martin Madey

C de Alfonso X|f

) Retiro]

Plaza dela

Independencia- — ~ ° /

e
Ggeo o






EPUB/images/shutterstockRF_258041849.jpg
CLlos

Al
ADRILERy






EPUB/images/car.jpg





EPUB/images/131-1.jpg





EPUB/images/151-1.jpg





EPUB/images/500pxRF_56377532.jpg





EPUB/images/pocket-family.jpg
o\
bne&_/ﬂmet
ePockiet

GUIDES

Each book is packed with Top Every title available in
Sights, Local Life tips and list of print and eBook format
the Best of Lists for each city. www.lonelyplanet.com





EPUB/images/shutterstockRF_736625422.jpg





EPUB/images/btn-google-ptnr.png
Google






EPUB/images/shutterstock_2503306869.jpg





EPUB/images/LPT0419_080.jpg





EPUB/images/89-1.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1251256468.jpg






EPUB/images/CROP-spain_emilio_p_doiztua_madrid_seville_1379722_94.jpg





EPUB/images/Mercado_San_Miguel_0058.jpg
W

ANO 1915
= ALFONSO DUBE Y DIEZ-

L g ]

~——ARQUITECTO |






EPUB/images/social-icon-newsletter.png





EPUB/images/spain_madrid_toni-2-piano-bar_blake_horn_1379722_A7406774.jpg






EPUB/images/shutterstock_1164885319.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_635306372.jpg






EPUB/images/social-icon-youtube.png
You
Tube





EPUB/images/train.jpg





EPUB/images/27-2.jpg





EPUB/images/type-f-4C.jpg
Type F
230V/50Hz






EPUB/images/key-sights.gif





EPUB/images/LPI-20231-57.jpg






EPUB/images/114-1.jpg





EPUB/images/93-1.jpg





EPUB/images/LPI-15679-63.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1682964325.jpg





EPUB/images/cycle.jpg






EPUB/images/Felicity_Hughes_1.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstockRF_265768193.jpg






EPUB/images/21-1.jpg
Coffee shops
and bars
more than

enough

Restaurants
considered
generous

Your
choice

Taxis
as much or as little
as you like

Hotel staff





EPUB/images/icon2.jpg





EPUB/images/LPI-23456-29.jpg
i\wuit_ e f..A,A\J,,._W.( < m

\





EPUB/images/10-historic-madrid-wt-pk-mdr8.jpg
% 52
%0 MALASANA ® 0 m— (.] miles
< 6‘2& Plaza de
5, "
e Q\;PR:::S Noviciado
— '7\ \\ @ Cd
\ / K (75}
643 N ‘Q IS
7 @
\ J\ A/ X-’n.&;/ .-‘:e©x & Plazd de ;EU
/4 Cas ”6‘5%@& Espafia DA
Jardines O ao 5%
de Ferraz G & @ Q/o/,@
3&(\ %/7‘ ~ s
Prim:ipa@ B S @o}
Pio 4 &2 S?ntom o
Q N - demes de :@ cdelor, Domingo
Z ] Cuestade/aQV@me ~ Sab?{’ﬁnz o Q@ Cillao
74 © CdeSa
oy ; =8 Quinty-
Ad B S e s Jardines
(ol Y _‘_@: . py $:Cabo Naval CENTRO
£ s { et
o z
TN Sbainzs ) Do
ZES CAMPO | ' [l Plaza de Lepanto o Cogy
% I | Il dela 1! o 4'@16/
B | [ Armeria ] &
3 | \ /1 s % b
BTN \ 3 =S a Sl @
9 | /| g Q7% @
| N e S 3 o, 2, V\ayo(
8 o Parque E g 8%
o que Emir ag o o
= — — _ IMohamed'] oo
Chayor i9-0-7i8 &5 ~;
gu S OO’@/ H Cos s
ﬂMt as- —t Rt || [0S Ocpy
< Q. (]
O AUSTRIAS ol
5

\

i

200 m






EPUB/images/shutterstockRF_1008100234.jpg





EPUB/images/15-malasana-heritage-wt-pk-mdr8.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2296301895.jpg





EPUB/images/Spain_san_gines_churros_blake_horn_1379722_7.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyImages-1163985020.jpg





EPUB/images/btn-lp-ptnr.png
lonelyplanet.com






EPUB/images/shutterstock_2157773571.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2464817179.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2308628809.jpg





EPUB/images/44-1.jpg





EPUB/images/500pxRF_56375386.jpg
)
ckraits
2877 |






EPUB/images/tour.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1678244536.jpg
&

il

&y






EPUB/images/key-entertain.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2397780341.jpg





EPUB/images/77-1.jpg





EPUB/images/140-1.jpg





EPUB/images/112-1.jpg





EPUB/images/btn-amzn-kindle-ptnr.png
Amazon






EPUB/images/bus.jpg





EPUB/images/15-malasana-chueca-pk-mdr8.jpg
o
Cd > o «Q o
e Alberty Aguilera ™) Sar&emardo ’ @é@ @_ﬂ %$ (:é’
S 3 ) ) )
g@ . & ’% "% — CdoZurbargn
u le &
CONDE Jimenes | Canz ) 2 % e
DUQUE % B‘}Kfﬁ‘g Bilbao fc; ¢ deJoseMard o qu;, _§
Cde Manueiy Malataa 1 @Y\& &
o4 <) 3
< i SagaSta CdeF it o
ernando el
C de Montserrat-| | X lel. DiV/ho o % 5‘% 2 o Plaza @ Santo
g Bstoy SN & g %, Alonss (y-de Alonso) Aonso
g ;% 5 %4/] Martinez Martinez- ! Martinez B
Cde Quifiones, @ LaVia 3 ¢ (5 Cde 0y
$ Cue sy, Plazad Léctea S —C B PO ¢ % % Plazé de i
, oh gE S &
o 3 € de Velarge %«Madrid woe\o Bérbara ©Gs;
€ §  F ) cowm  xe o Meteta © P
i S
5 3 Ff Farmacia .
il i 9eSanVicents ey @R @ sanse / g
0‘76'&? MALASANA // | € detNovigiag’ o (2] 5] Museo del o 2
7, / Noviciado Ca T = z Romanticismo S S Plazade g
) o ey, Triounal o Madirid , ‘e g & FUN OB
8 S a Sy % < X 2 g
- CdelTesoro % Logg e @ & dgPais &
B ¥ 720 S L (<) o &
C% Plaza @ z Qg 3 3
% QydeEspaia  \iliciado | ¢ deeSanta Brigda J & e 7 g
SOy Reyes Iglesia de San P N Pt {%’
@ CdeManzang ‘g\ — CdelaFarmagy, g’g" las Salesas T
& =] l6n C “CSant "3 dle (&)
de Antonio Grilg > ée ‘ée’*e:mé,, oo < g, w
o R Orts 2 Y CHUECA o 3
ISR 4 %, @ LaPolleria @ =
op £ & PlazsCarlos & 2 Co g I Cde Piamonte S
dade—B G, Cambronero K g s ©Aug 3
3 %% & o = Ut (@) Chueca @ & E
rq%’ (,% %beb & k] 2 lé’l/e,-q9 / Cdel Atmirante - %
7S
S & Iglesia de 2 3 5 bg?? ﬁ &
- & @ San Antonio de 5 L. ® 5 e
la . & 3
oAl 7 los Alemanes Lé.? & R, M@ﬁ &
Santo S &) G/ I -1
oD ¥ 5 i 2
. Domingo < @00% oD, o & = g
esen), o
CdeTorlg &:\& = 2 2 £
< %5 3 =
| We’?fes [3) 9
= Callao Gran Via og g Plaza
© @ Gran Via s R
== Plaza / ° Crap ./ Blp..
el % S Plazadela [N i
Callao % \r? Redde o Bancode
Q ‘é@% & Sl el Cop oy Espafia
Q’g Cdelos Jardines e G’Gcz;;
Plaza del
% Camen/| & CENTRO il
£ ¢ delahduane ez Q)
)
$
S






EPUB/images/151-3.jpg





EPUB/images/social-icon-twitter.png





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2299309583.jpg
e





EPUB/images/152-1.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyImages-942325860.jpg





EPUB/images/key-shop.gif
(=)





EPUB/images/1icon.gif





EPUB/images/CROP-el-prado-madrid-spain-Blake-Horn-A7404572.jpg





EPUB/images/60-1.jpg





EPUB/images/checkbox.png





EPUB/images/btn-apple-ptnr.png
Apple






EPUB/images/14-salamanca-wt-pk-mdr8.jpg
|

Jardines de e
Descubrimiento






EPUB/images/el-prado-madrid-spain-Blake-Horn-A7404863.jpg





EPUB/images/GettyImages-511538795.jpg





EPUB/images/empty.gif





EPUB/images/shutterstock_1503659132.jpg





EPUB/images/shutterstock_2379888191.jpg





EPUB/images/13-museo-prado-ts-pk-mdr8.jpg
Museo del Prado

p— _ Velazquez' religious
L, Jlanose0 secular paintings:
*_de Zurbaran: Rooms -

Room10A s 14&15

First Floor desnuda &
La maja vestida:
Room 38

Puerta de los
Jerdnimos

El coloso:

Room 64

S negras:
4e 5% » R 67
Ticket ificio J fj’
Office l a . Villanveva | Rog:qy o le st
dﬁuft - I tl
Velazquez

Ground Floor Entrance





EPUB/images/xpromo-top-generic.png
GIET TITLES

Unlock the secrets of this beautiful planet
with our inspirational range of illustrated
non-fiction and gift titles.

e NN

Sy
‘B zpEsTH -~"1~:ﬁ\\1\-¢@
e WL L ]

B R | 'Y ONCE -
o A, e\
, TS

=2 s





EPUB/images/ferry.jpg





EPUB/images/LPT0616_105.jpg





